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How much did NC State earn in its contract with the NHL for Stadium Series outdoor game? 

By Chip Alexander 

The Stadium Series outdoor game was a financial success 
for the NHL, Carolina Hurricanes and N.C. State. 

The Hurricanes topped the Washington Capitals 4-1 
Saturday at N.C. State’s Carter-Finley Stadium. The regular-
season game attracted a crowd of nearly 57,000, and the 
tickets to the game sold quickly. 

According to a copy of the lease obtained Tuesday by the 
News & Observer, the NHL agreed to pay a $200,000 
license fee to N.C. State for use of the stadium, as well as up 
to $100,000 to restore the playing field after the hockey 
game and the removal of the rink. 

The NHL, in the contract with the university, also was to pay 
a $50,000 bonus if ticket sales accounted for 75% of the 
stadium capacity. The contract cited a capacity of 54,577. 

The contract called for the NHL to set the ticket prices, 
decide on the date the tickets would first be sold and retain 
100% of the ticket sales. 

NCSU was to retain full control over the public food and 
beverage concessions at the stadium, with a concessions 
commission later paid to the league. 

N.C. State was to be responsible for parking operations at 
the game, with NCSU and the NHL mutually agreeing on the 
fees for public parking. NCSU later was to return the net 
revenue from parking to the league. 

The contract said NCSU would conduct the parking 
operations “in a manner (including with respect to staffing 
levels) consistent with the parking operations at a sold-out 
ACC playoff/championship game at the Venue.” 

No ACC playoff or championship game has been played in 
the stadium, but sellouts are common for Wolfpack home 
football games.  

Canes president and general manager Don Waddell said the 
NHL would pay the team for the home game but did not say 
the amount to be paid.
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Back indoors, Hurricanes down Blues as Andrei Svechnikov breaks out of scoring slump 

By Chip Alexander 

After the immense buildup to the Stadium Series outdoor 
game, a letdown after it seemed almost inevitable for the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

Or as Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour put it, “It’s back to 
reality here.” 

For the Canes’ Andrei Svechnikov, it was back to scoring 
goals again -- finally. After going 19 games without one, the 
All-Star power forward had two goals and an assist Tuesday 
in a 4-1 victory over the St. Louis Blues. 

“He was on tonight, pretty dynamic pretty much the whole 
game,” Brind’Amour said. 

Seth Jarvis had a goal and two assists, Sebastian Aho 
scored his 25th and goalie Frederik Andersen picked up his 
14th win as the Canes (38-10-8) took charge against the 
Blues (26-28-3), who lost their third in a row. 

Svechnikov, in a predatory mode most of the night, came 
close to scoring a third time, just missing with a lacrosse 
move in the third period that would have had hats flying. 

“I was hoping to score and I thought I had it,” Svechnikov 
said, smiling. 

To which Jarvis replied: “I think I would have thrown my 
helmet on the ice, too, I would have been so excited.” 

Blues defenseman Justin Faulk scored in the second period, 
his first goal against his former team, but Andersen made 
some scrambling stops in the second and early in the third, 
finishing with 35 saves. 

Aho punched in a short shot late in the second period and 
Jarvis made it 4-1 in the third after Aho forced a turnover, 
Jarvis making a quick move around goalie Jordan Binnington 
for the score – Aho with the assist. 

After the Canes’ emotional 4-1 win over the Washington 
Capitals on Saturday before 57,000 fans at Carter-Finley 
Stadium, it would have been understandable if their effort 
was lacking a little Tuesday.  

“That’s human nature,” Brind’Amour said. “The other night 
couldn’t have been better and just a great memory and and 
all that. Then to just turn it off and come back and play ... 
you’ve got a job to do and I didn’t think they had a huge 
letdown at all.” 

Not Svechnikov. He had Canes fans up and roaring early 
with his goals, Andersen remained stout in net and Carolina 
killed off its three penalties in winning a fourth consecutive 
game. 

Svechnikov’s last goal came Dec. 30 against Florida, but he 
had not not been able to find the net – despite 67 shots – in 
2023 before getting his 20th and 21st Tuesday. 

“It’s been a while for me,” Svechnikov said. “I wasn’t worried. 
I know what kind of player I am. I know I can score. It just 
didn’t come for me, but I was happy it did come for me 
tonight. 

“I had chances every game (but) I just couldn’t score. I tried 
to stick with that and I was successful tonight.” 

Brind’Amour recently moved Svechnikov to Aho’s line 
opposite Jarvis, saying he was looking to get Svechnikov’s 
scoring jump-started again. Svechnikov had 14 assists in the 
19-game goal drought. 

“He has been impactful pretty much every night,” 
Brind’Amour said Tuesday.  

Maybe it was brotherly support that did it. Svechnikov’s older 
brother, Evgeny, scored goals in his last two games for the 
San Jose Sharks, the second Monday against Seattle. 

Svechnikov said he was watching, jumping up and down. 

“Possibly we’ve been talking and he’s been giving me good 
energy,” Svechnikov said. “I try to give him good energy as 
well, and it worked out pretty good.” 

Talk about a sigh of relief. Svechnikov’s first goal, 1:26 into 
the game, came when he carried the puck down the right 
wing and into the circle as the Blues’ Ivan Barbashev was 
late arriving on the backcheck, and beat Binnington with a 
forehand. 

‘That first goal was a rip,” Jarvis said. “Any time he starts the 
game off like you know it’s going to be a good night.” 

Svechnikov’s second goal was easier. After Aho won a 
faceoff in the Blues zone, Brent Burns got the puck to Jarvis 
in front. Binnington stopped Jarvis, but Svechnikov had an 
open net for a 2-0 lead. 

Faulk scored in the second after a Canes turnover in their 
zone, and Binnington was terrific much of the period in 
keeping it a 2-1 game. He denied Jesper Fast, Aho and 
Jordan Staal on good chances, but Aho was open at the post 
to tap in a loose puck for a 3-1 lead. 

When the Blues emptied their net late in regulation, the 
crowd loudly chanted for Svechnikov to get the hat trick. 
Brind’Amour sent him back in but there would not be a third 
goal this night as the Canes came back indoors.
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LeBrun: New Timo Meier trade suitors emerge, Mattias Ekholm’s price and more rumblings 

By Pierre LeBrun 

Over the weekend, I heard a rumor that certainly caught my 
attention. 

It was that the Blues, now armed with three first-round picks 
in this year’s draft, had reached out to the Sharks regarding 
Timo Meier. 

It’s not a rumor I was able to verify at the time. But it’s not 
just a rumor anymore. As colleague Frank Seravalli reported 
for Daily Faceoff on Tuesday during his podcast, I’ve also 
confirmed that the Blues have indeed inquired on Meier. I 
believe they’re open to moving two of their first-round picks 
as part of a potential trade offer for him. Whether or not the 
Blues can entice the Sharks enough to get to a more serious 
level, I can’t tell at this point. 

Blues general manager Doug Armstrong has indicated a 
desire to make this a quick-turnaround re-tool, potentially 
using some of his first-round picks to get it done. Meier is 26 
and would fit the criteria, age-wise, of the type of players the 
Blues would hope to re-tool with. 

Another team that I’m told has inquired on Meier? The Jets. 
Imagine the power forward skating in that top six. But 
whether or not the Jets have the kind of package that can 
engage San Jose is tough to say. 

New Jersey, Carolina and, I believe, Vegas round out the 
front-runners on Meier. As reported before, the Devils would 
likely need a contract extension with Meier to be part of 
things, whereas the Hurricanes are open to making that 
trade without an extension in place. 

Meier’s agent Claude Lemieux, as of Tuesday afternoon, still 
hadn’t been given permission to talk to teams directly. 

I still think Carolina and New Jersey are the lead dogs here. I 
believe they have the more attractive pieces to offer. But it’s 
obviously interesting to see new teams in the fray. 

The slipping Preds 

The Predators haven’t given up on their season, though 
Sunday’s buzzer-beater loss to Minnesota was crushing. 
They’ve got winnable games on the schedule this week. So 
management hasn’t raised the white flag yet. 

But the Preds have no choice but to start making calls 
regarding teams’ interest in their players, and that process 
has indeed begun. Last week I wrote that might soon be the 
case. Again, I think veteran GM David Poile is listening on 
numerous players on his roster to get a feel for the market. 
But because he doesn’t have any pending unrestricted free 
agents of note, it won’t be easy to make deals this close to 
March 3 involving players with term contracts. That’s why it 
could still be a quiet deadline for Nashville. 

One player getting a good amount of attention over the past 
week is Mattias Ekholm, 32, who has another three years on 

his deal after this one at a $6.25 million average annual 
value. He’s still a bonafide top-four defenseman, which is 
why some teams are intrigued. 

But his age, 33 in May, is a concern given the term left on 
the deal. The asking price would be high — perhaps as 
much as two first-round picks. Not sure there’s a team out 
there willing to pay that. But at the very least, the Preds are 
talking to teams about him. 

I think the Maple Leafs, for example, have looked at him, but 
I don’t easily see how Toronto can meet the asking price, 
and there’s the issue of his contract. 

Capitals listening 

The Caps aren’t necessarily shopping anyone intently, but 
the sense I get is that GM Brian MacLellan is getting calls on 
his numerous pending UFAs and he really has no choice but 
to at least listen. 

What he ends up doing really depends on how he feels 
about his team’s chances. 

I wrote last week about contract talks stalling with Dmitry 
Orlov. He’s the top pending UFA on the Caps roster, as far 
as interest from other clubs: a bonafide top-pairing 
defenseman potentially available if teams make it near 
impossible for Washington to say no. 

But I also believe the Caps haven’t given up trying to sign 
Orlov to an extension. So I think it’s truly going to come down 
to what it takes to get him signed versus what’s on the table 
trade-wise from teams. 

My TSN colleague Chris Johnston also reported Tuesday 
night on our Insider Trading segment that the Caps were 
getting calls on Orlov. 

More than half of Washington’s roster is on expiring deals. 
This was always going to be a fascinating March 3 deadline 
for the Caps depending on where they were in the standings. 

Center Lars Eller would be another key pending UFA whose 
two-way game appeals to playoff teams. 

But again, what the Caps ultimately decide to do before 
March 3, I think, remains undecided. 

Hurricanes trade targets 

Carolina has about $10 million of cap space to spend ahead 
of March 3, so it’s no surprise Don Waddell continues to be 
as active as any GM in exploring the market. 

Meier, as noted above, remains his top target. I think there’s 
also genuine interest in Patrick Kane if the Blackhawks star 
would consider Carolina. And, obviously, the Canes are 
doing their homework on just about any forward out there. 
There’s a hole to fill with Max Pacioretty out for the season. 
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But I also believe the Canes are looking at potential targets 
on defense. With that cap space, they can afford to add both 
up front and on defense. 

Speaking of Kane 

We are still awaiting word on whether Patrick Kane wants to 
entertain a trade. In a perfect world, that decision might 
already have been made, but it’s understandable that Kane 
feels like he needs a bit more time. It’s an emotional decision 
after spending his entire NHL career in Chicago. 

It’s hoped that he will decide by week’s end, but there’s no 
guarantee. 

If Kane does say yes to exploring the trade market, my 
understanding is that he and agent Pat Brisson will come up 
with his top destination and bring it to the Blackhawks for 
them to explore. So we’re talking about one team here. Not a 
list of teams. 

Now, obviously there’s the chance that top team on Kane’s 
list can’t make it work. Then you have to decide if you’re 
moving on to the next team. 

But the point is, I think Brisson will go to Blackhawks GM 
Kyle Davidson with one team if indeed Kane is open to 
exploring a trade. That’s the leverage of a full no-move 
clause. 

And if Kane’s answer is he wants to stay put, you have to 
wonder if that means potentially having surgery ahead of the 
offseason, although Kane has downplayed his nagging 
health issues. 

Larkin extension talks 

Contract talks on an extension for pending UFA center Dylan 
Larkin have been put on hold for the moment as both sides 
have agreed the focus should be on the playoff race the Red 
Wings find themselves in. 

Obviously, that could change at a moment’s notice if the 
Wings lose a few games in a row, but it sounds like those 
contract talks will wait for the moment. And again, Larkin has 
the full no-trade clause, so nothing would be happening on 
that front unless he wanted it anyway. And right now he’s in 
a playoff race. 
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Svechnikov’s 2 goals lead Hurricanes past Blues 

Carolina won its fourth straight 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — It would’ve been understandable if the 
Hurricanes had a letdown following their electrifying win in 
the Stadium Series game three days ago. 

Andrei Svechnikov made sure the Hurricanes didn’t miss a 
beat. 

The Carolina winger scored twice in the first eight minutes of 
the game, ending a 19-game goal drought, and added an 
assist for his second three-point night in three games in the 
Hurricanes’ 4-1 win over the Blues on Tuesday in front of 
18,142 Tuesday at PNC Arena. 

“I wasn’t worried,” Svechnikov said of his goalless streak. “I 
know what kind of player I am, I know I can score.” 

It took Svechnikov just 86 seconds to finally score in 2023, 
carrying the puck up the right wing, cutting to the middle and 
wristing a shot past Blues goalie Jordan Binnington (32 
saves) for his 20th goal of the season and a 1-0 lead. 

“Svech got us going,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “He was on tonight. He was dynamic pretty much the 
whole game.” 

Seth Jarvis knew that was the start of good things for 
Svechnikov. 

“You see that first goal? That was a rip,” Jarvis said. “So 
anytime he starts the game off like that, you know it’s gonna 
be a good night.” 

Jarvis proved clairvoyant about his linemate. 

Svechnikov doubled the lead at 7:57 of the first, flipping the 
puck into a vacant net after Jarvis tipped a Brent Burns point 
shot to extend the lead to 2-0. It was the fourth multigoal 
game of the season for Svechnikov, the most of any 
Hurricanes player this season. 

“It’s been a while for me,” Svechnikov said of scoring, “and 
whenever you score it gives you a little bit of confidence and 
you just tried to buzz out there and create even more 
chances. That’s what I was doing tonight.” 

The Hurricanes also won for the 10th time in the 11 starts by 
goalie Frederik Andersen since he returned from injury on 
Jan. 2. 

“Freddie was great,” Brind’Amour said. “He kept us in the 
game.” 

The only blemish on Andersen’s 35-save performance came 
when former Hurricanes defenseman Justin Faulk scored his 
41st career regular season goal at PNC Arena to cut 
Carolina’s lead in half at 3:59 of the second period. 

The Hurricanes’ top line, however, struck again to reestablish 
their two-goal advantage. 

Sebastian Aho won a puck battle behind the Blues net and 
got the puck to Svechnikov in the corner. His centering pass 
wound up on Aho’s stick, and he stuffed it in the net to 
Binnington’s left to make it 3-1 with 3:24 left in the middle 
frame. 

The top line then delivered the final blow early in the third 
when, in the St. Louis zone, Blues defenseman Colton 
Parayko mishandled the puck and it was taken by Aho. He 
dropped it to Jarvis between the hashmarks, and the second-
year winger waited out Binnington and swept the puck in the 
net at 2:25 to make it 4-1. 

“Usually I just get that and shoot it,” Jarvis said. “But I 
thought maybe I’ll be a little cool, hold onto this. … Luckily, it 
worked out.” 

All that was left was the Svechnikov hat trick watch, which 
almost ended when he attempted a lacrosse move but was 
denied by Parayko. 

“I think I would’ve thrown my helmet on the ice too, I 
would’ve been so excited,” Jarvis said. 

Forward Jesper Fast — with Binnington on the bench for an 
extra attacker and the crowd chanting “We want Svech!” — 
fanned on a shot in the clear at the empty net, giving 
Svechnikov one more shift to get his third hat trick of the 
season. 

But the Hurricanes had to settle for a fourth straight win and 
knowing the festivities of the last week didn’t lead to a trap 
game effort. 

“You’ve got a job to do, and I didn’t think we had a huge 
letdown at all,” Brind’Amour said. “That was probably the 
thing I’m most happy about with the group.” 

Notes: Blues defenseman Marco Scandella made his season 
debut and played in his 700th career game. … Svechnikov 
and Aho both finished plus-4 on the night, the first time in 
both their careers they have done so. … Former Hurricanes 
forward Josh Leivo had a game-high five shots on goal for 
the Blues.
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Recap: Canes Take Care Of Blues, Win Fourth Consecutive Game 

Svechnikov and Jarvis record three points each; Andersen 
stops a season-high 34 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes continued their 
winning ways back indoors on Tuesday, rolling over the St. 
Louis Blues by a score of 4-1. 

The Story 

After scoring 19 goals in his first 36 games of the season, 
Andrei Svechnikov's goal-scoring abilities cooled off when 
the calendar flipped to 2023. And after reaching 19 contests 
without scoring, #37 snapped his drought just 1:26 into 
tonight's contest. 

Transitioning from their own end up ice, Svechnikov was 
given just enough space between his defender and the 
backchecking forward to place a perfect shot above the 
shoulder of Jordan Binnington. 

After getting the first one to fall, the floodgates opened for 
the fifth-year Cane. 

Just 6:31 later he tapped home the rebound of an offensive 
zone set play, giving him his second goal of the night and 
21st on the season. 

Svechnikov's pair of goals were an accurate reflection of 
what was a first period dominated by Carolina, sending them 
to the middle frame with a 2-0 advantage. 

And while Carolina remained on the gas pedal during the 
second stanza, the majority of the 20 minutes were 
contested as a one-goal game. Former Hurricane Justin 
Faulk got the first goal of the night for his team 3:59 in, giving 
St. Louis some hope. 

The Canes would have their chances over the next 12 
minutes, but Binnington would keep his team just one shot 
away from knotting the contest. That was until Svechnikov 
set up Sebastian Aho for a goal on his own bobblehead 
giveaway night. 

Allowing the Canes to re-establish their two-goal cushion at 
the end of 40 minutes, Seth Jarvis would then piggyback off 
of Aho to start the third. 

Blues defender Colton Parayko fumbled a puck in front of his 
own net, allowing Aho to create the turnover and set up 
Jarvis for his 12th goal of the season. 

From there, Frederik Andersen closed the door on what 
would be an excellent evening overall for him. Stopping 35 of 
the 36 that made their way onto him. 

And while Svechnikov came within mere inches of closing a 
hat trick with a lacrosse goal, the final horn sounded first. At 
the end of 60 minutes, the score reflected a 4-1 winning 
result for Carolina for the second straight game. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour on what he saw from his team and if he 
was worried there would be any "hangover" at all following 
the Stadium Series... 

"I thought we were okay. That was probably the best I was 
going to hope for, really. We had a really good second 
period. Svech got us going. He was on tonight. He was 
dynamic pretty much the whole game. Freddie was great. He 
kept us in the game. We were okay in the third, but the game 
was in good hands then. Overall, I was really happy with it." 

Seth Jarvis touching on Andrei Svechnikov's impressive 
night... 

"Any time he starts the game off like that, you know it's going 
to be a good night. He's been crazy on the forecheck these 
last five or six games, so it's been pretty fun to play with him. 
Obviously tonight was his night and it was great to see him 
score." 

Frederik Andersen offering his thoughts on what has made 
him so successful as of late... 

"I'm just trying to stay present and stay in the moment. I'm 
just trying to enjoy every second out there. I'm trying not to 
get ahead of myself and focus on each situation. I think 
we've been playing really well too and that helps. Everyone 
is buying in and that's the way that we have to play." 

Bonus Notes 

 The Canes advance to 38-10-8 with the victory. 

 Frederik Andersen advances to 14-4 on the season 
with the win. 

 Tonight was the second time in three games that 
Svechnikov recorded three points. 

 In the last three games Andrei Svechnikov, 
Sebastian Aho, Seth Jarvis, Teuvo Teravainen, 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi, and Martin Necas have 
combined for 25 points. 

What's Next? 

The Canes are scheduled to return to practice Thursday 
before hosting the Ottawa Senators and Anaheim Ducks 
back-to-back at PNC Arena on Friday and Saturday.
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Svechnikov, Jarvis lift Hurricanes past Blues for 4th win in row 

Each has 3 points, Andersen makes 35 saves for Carolina, 
which has won 13 of 15 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Andrei Svechnikov had two goals and an 
assist, and Seth Jarvis had one goal and two assists for the 
Carolina Hurricanes in a 4-1 win against the St. Louis Blues 
at PNC Arena on Tuesday. 

Sebastian Aho had a goal and an assist, Brent Burns had 
two assists and Frederik Andersen made 35 saves for the 
Hurricanes (38-10-8), who have won four in a row and are 
13-1-1 in their past 15 games. 

"'Svech' got us going. He was dynamic pretty much the 
whole game," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "And 
then 'Freddie' was great. He kept us in the game. Overall, I'm 
[really] happy with it." 

Justin Faulk scored, and Jordan Binnington made 32 saves 
for the Blues (26-28-3), who have lost three in a row and 
eight of 11. 

"I thought we battled," St. Louis coach Craig Berube said. 
"Overall, we've got to score a couple more goals than we 
did." 

Svechnikov gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 1:26 of the first 
period with his 20th goal of the season. He skated from the 
defensive zone before scoring from the right face-off circle 
on a wrist shot over Binnington's blocker, ending a 19-game 
drought. 

"It's been a while for me," Svechnikov said. "Whenever you 
score, it gives you a little bit of confidence, and you just try to 
create even more chances. I wasn't worried, actually. I know 
what kind of player I am; it just didn't come for me." 

His second goal made it 2-0 at 7:57 when Binnington 
stopped a net-front tip by Jarvis and the rebound came to 
Svechnikov, who scored into an open net on the backhand. 

Faulk cut it to 2-1 at 3:59 of the second period, one-timing a 
short pass from Josh Leivo from the left circle. 

Aho made it 3-1 at 16:36 after Svechnikov's centering pass 
went off the right post before Aho jammed it in the net. 

"Their first goal was pretty nice, but on the next two we just 
lost guys in front," Faulk said. "(On Aho's goal), they have 2 
there against our 1, and they were able to tap it in. We kind 
of gave them chances that are just mistakes on our end." 

The Blues tested Andersen on the power play early in the 
third period, but the Carolina goalie made saves 
against Brayden Schenn, Nikita Alexandrov and Ivan 
Barbashev. 

"I try not to get ahead of myself and really just focus on each 
situation," Andersen said. "We've been playing really well 
too, so obviously that helps." 

Jarvis scored at 2:25 of the third period for the 4-1 final when 
Aho forced a turnover against Colton Parayko in front the net 
and fed Jarvis, who drew Binnington out of position and 
tucked the puck inside the left post.  

"That kind of came out of nowhere," Jarvis said. "Usually, I 
would just get that and shoot it. I thought, maybe I'll hold 
onto it. I tried it, and luckily it worked out." 

NOTES: Blues defenseman Torey Krug left the game with a 
lower-body injury in the third period. Berube did not have an 
update. … St. Louis defenseman Marco Scandella, who had 
hip surgery in August, had four hits and two blocked shots in 
15:43 in his season debut; the game was his 700th in the 
NHL (Blues, Minnesota Wild, Buffalo Sabres and Montreal 
Canadiens). … Svechnikov and Aho were each plus-4 for the 
first time in the NHL. … Jarvis had his second three-point 
game in the past three; he had a hat trick in a 6-2 win against 
the Montreal Canadiens on Thursday. … Carolina did not 
have a power play for the first time this season.
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Svechnikov ends drought with 2 goals, Hurricanes beat Blues 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Even as the only All-Star Game 
participant for the Carolina Hurricanes earlier this month, 
Andrei Svechnikov hadn’t produced star-like numbers lately. 

That changed in a hurry Tuesday night when Svechnikov 
scored twice in the first eight minutes to break a 19-game 
goal drought and the Carolina Hurricanes beat the St. Louis 
Blues 4-1. 

“I wasn’t worried,” Svechnikov said. “I know what kind of 
player I am. It just didn’t come for me. I was pretty happy it 
did (come in this game).” 

Sebastian Aho had a second-period goal, Seth Jarvis added 
a goal and two assists and Brent Burns had two assists. 
Svechnikov also had an assist as the Hurricanes won their 
fourth game in a row and for the 11th time in their last 12. 

Frederik Andersen stopped 35 shots for his fifth consecutive 
victory. 

“It has been a while for me,” Svechnikov said. “You score, it 
gives you a little bit confidence and you just try to create 
even more chances. That’s what I was doing.” 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said he wasn’t 
concerned about Svechnikov’s recent statistics. 

“He has been really good this year,” Brind’Amour said. “Even 
this last however many games he went without scoring, he 
was impactful pretty much every night and help making the 
team better. That’s really the main thing.” 

Justin Faulk scored for St. Louis. The Blues lost their third in 
a row and haven’t won a road game since Jan. 8. They’ve 
dropped five straight away from home. 

Jordan Binnington made 33 saves. 

“I thought we battled,” Blues coach Craig Berube said. “We 
got to score a couple more goals.” 

With the Carolina organization still basking in the glow of 
Saturday night’s Stadium Series game when about 57,000 
fans watched a 4-1 win over the Washington Capitals at 
nearby Carter-Finley Stadium, the Hurricanes didn’t allow 
there to be a gap in the momentum. 

“You’re so amped up from the weekend,” Jarvis said. “It was 
definitely a fun week, but coming back here, the crowd is still 
loud as ever and fun to play in front of.” 

Brind’Amour said he expected challenges in building energy 
after the weekend. 

“I thought we were OK, and that was probably the best I was 
going to hope for,” he said. “I didn’t think we had a huge 
letdown at all. That was probably the thing I was most happy 
about.” 

Svechnikov scored 1:26 into the game. That ended what had 
been the longest goal drought in the winger’s 338-game NHL 
career.  

“That was a rip,” Jarvis said of the shot. “So anytime he 
starts a game off like that, you know it’s going to be a good 
night.” 

Svechnikov’s second goal came at 7:57, converting a 
rebound of a Jarvis attempt. 

Faulk, a former Carolina defenseman, scored at 3:59 of the 
second period and threatened again later in the period. 

Then Aho’s goal at 16:36 of the second restored the two-goal 
cushion. It was his team-leading 25th goal this season, 
giving him 12 in the last 13 games. 

WELCOME BACK 

Defenseman Marco Scandella of the Blues played in his first 
game of the season. It was his 700th NHL game.  

Scandella took a spot held by Jake Neighbours, who went on 
injured reserve Monday with an upper-body injury. 

NOTES: The Hurricanes have outscored their opponents 17-
6 during their current winning streak. … Binnington has lost 
in three consecutive starts following a game when he served 
as a backup. 

UP NEXT  

Blues: Host Vancouver on Thursday night. 

Hurricanes: Host Ottawa on Friday night.

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 22, 2023 

 

 

 

NHL Stat Pack: Eastern Conference's Elite Teams Separate Themselves 

The NHL’s top teams are in the Eastern Conference. But the 
East's playoff race is tighter than last year, as Carol Schram 
explores in this week's stat pack. 

By Carol Schram 

The NHL loves to tout the parity in its standings as a trait that 
makes the league exciting to watch. If the teams are 
relatively evenly matched, it's believed we get more 
excitement because anyone can win on any given night. 
Over a full season, teams stay in the playoff hunt longer and 
anything can happen once those first-round playoff matchups 
are set. 

But last season, teams in the Eastern Conference spoiled 
the fun by setting their eight playoff teams by Jan. 2, 2022. 
Due to the pandemic-related game postponements around 
the holiday season, some teams weren't even at 30 games 
when the playoff berths were decided. 

In the West, the race was much more volatile. On Jan. 2, the 
Vegas Golden Knights were still first in the conference. Their 
second-half freefall left them three points short by season's 
end. Over the same timeframe, the Anaheim Ducks fell from 
fourth to 13th as they became sellers at the NHL trade 
deadline.  

Vegas and Anaheim were replaced in the playoff mix by the 
Los Angeles Kings, who had been one point out on Jan. 2, 
and by the Dallas Stars, who had been six back. 

By this time last year — Feb. 21, 2022 — 15 of 16 playoff 
spots had been secured. The only subsequent change was 
Dallas edging out Vegas, which came down to the last few 
days of the season. 

This year, after Feb. 20, 2023, the standings do look more 
volatile. The Western Conference is so tightly compressed 
that it could still be dramatically shuffled by April — and 
that's a topic for a future stat pack.  

For today, let's look at the clear line of delineation that has 
cropped up again in the East. It's a little higher up this year. 

The Beasts From The East 

When we look at the full-league standings from one to 32 
these days, it's usually to check the bottom and see which 
team is currently holding the pole position in the Connor 
Bedard sweepstakes.  

But there's actually something quite unusual going on at the 
other end. The top six teams in the league all come from the 
Eastern Conference. 

By points percentage: 

1. Boston Bruins (Atlantic)   .813 

2. Carolina Hurricanes (Metropolitan)   .745 

3. New Jersey Devils (Metropolitan)    .705 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs (Atlantic)    .667 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning (Atlantic)    .664 

6. New York Rangers (Metropolitan)   .658 

Then, we've got the top eight teams from the West sitting in 
the chasm between the Eastern Conference's best and the 
rest.  

There's a nine-point gap between the third and fourth-place 
teams in the Atlantic and 10 in the Metro — margins that are 
nearly impossible to erase by this point in the season. 

Five familiar squads. And welcome back to the party, New 
Jersey Devils — set to make their post-season return for the 
first time since the 2017-18 season. 

How have these teams opened up such a big gap? Let's look 
at their records against their own division, the rival Eastern 
division, and the Western Conference: 

1. Boston: (ATL) 10-4-3 (MET) 15-2-0 (WEST) 18-2-2 

2. Carolina: (MET) 15-4-1 (ATL) 7-2-1 (WEST) 15-4-6 

3. New Jersey: (MET) 11-5-2 (ATL) 8-5-0 (WEST) 18-
4-3 

4. Toronto: (ATL) 8-5-2 (MET) 12-4-2 (WEST) 14-6-4 

5. Tampa Bay: (ATL) 9-6-0 (MET) 7-4-1 (WEST) 19-7-
2 

6. NY Rangers: (MET) 7-6-1 (ATL) 7-3-4 (WEST) 19-
6-4  

Six teams with excellent records, although the Leafs, 
Lightning and Rangers have been tested within their own 
divisions. And one clear trait is consistent across the board 
— these clubs have all dominated against the teams out 
west. 

The Leafs and the Rangers have already made big trade-
deadline moves, acquiring Ryan O'Reilly and Vladimir 
Tarasenko, respectively. It'll be fascinating to see how the 
other four squads in this group respond as more talent is 
injected into their bracket. 

No matter how good they are collectively, there can still only 
be one Eastern Conference champion. 
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The Best of the Rest 

On the other side of the standings gap, a serious race is 
evolving for those two wild-card spots — and, most likely, an 
opportunity to play spoiler against the Bruins or the 
Hurricanes.  

As of Tuesday morning, just seven points separate seven 
teams in the wild-card race. And the two squads that are 
currently at the top have played the most games, so they're 
vulnerable. 

 WC1.  New York Islanders (60 GP) 65 pts .542 

 WC2.  Florida Panthers (60 GP) 64 pts  .533 

 3.  Pittsburgh Penguins (56 GP) 63 pts .563 

 4.  Washington Capitals (58 GP) 62 pts  .534 

 5.  Buffalo Sabres (54 GP) 60 pts .556 

 6.  Detroit Red Wings (55 GP) 60 pts .545 

 7.  Ottawa Senators (56 GP) 58 pts .518 

By points percentage, the teams with the strongest records 
are Pittsburgh and Buffalo. And if the Sabres get in, they'd 
be snapping the NHL's longest current playoff drought — 11 
seasons. Detroit has the third-best points percentage in the 
group. A playoff spot for the Red Wings would end a six-year 
drought. 

Meanwhile, two longstanding playoff streaks — both by 
recent Stanley Cup winners — are in jeopardy.  

Pittsburgh holds the active NHL record of 16 consecutive 
seasons, which dates back to Sidney Crosby's second year 
in the league, 2006-07. The Penguins won three 
championships in those 16 years. 

The Washington Capitals are tied with the Nashville 
Predators for the second-longest active streak, at eight 
years. The Caps won a Cup along the way, too, in 2018. 

Has this group also been as effective at pulling points to the 
Eastern Conference side? 

1. NY Islanders: (MET) 12-5-1 (ATL) 5-8-4 (WEST) 
12-11-2 

2. Florida: (ATL) 10-3-2 (MET) 8-8-1 (WEST) 11-14-3 

3. Pittsburgh: (MET) 5-6-4 (ATL) 7-4-5 (WEST) 15-9-0 

4. Washington: (MET) 9-6-1 (ATL) 7-8-2 (WEST) 12-
10-3 

5. Buffalo: (ATL) 6-8-1 (MET) 4-5-1 (WEST) 18-9-2 

6. Detroit: (ATL) 6-8-2 (MET) 7-7-1 (WEST) 13-6-5 

7. Ottawa: (ATL) 9-6-0 (MET) 8-5-2 (WEST) 10-14-2 

It's a mixed bag. And with only a few cross-conference 
games remaining for most teams, perhaps the clubs that 
have performed well against their Eastern foes this season 
will be better-positioned to add to their point totals down the 
stretch. 

If so, that could be great news for the Senators, who've fared 
better against Atlantic and Metro teams so far this season. 
Florida also has been good in Eastern Conference games, 
while Buffalo and Pittsburgh have fared much better against 
teams from the West. 

All told, 14 of 16 Eastern Conference teams have earned 
points in more games than not against the West. Only 
Florida and Ottawa do not. 

And while the Anaheim Ducks (6-16-3) and Vancouver 
Canucks (8-19-2), in particular, have bled losses against 
Eastern teams, the Arizona Coyotes check in at a 
respectable 14-14-2. 

When it comes to facing Eastern opposition, the Vegas 
Golden Knights are the best in the West, with a record of 15-
7-2.
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Canes Country’s Trade Deadline Big Board: Defensemen 

The Hurricanes are practically set on the blueline, but with 
cap space to spend, a little depth couldn’t hurt. 

By Ryan Henkel  

The March 3 Trade Deadline is quickly approaching and the 
Carolina Hurricanes have both the space and money to add 
some pieces to their already strong roster. 

While defense is one of the strengths of the team, it couldn’t 
hurt to add another body because injuries become such a 
prevalent thing in the playoffs. 

So let’s take a look at what’s available on the market. 

Big Swings 

Jakub Chychrun - ARI (LD) 

 24, 6’2”, 220lbs 

 7 goals, 28 points, 36 games played 

 Two additional years remaining of a six year, $4.6 
million AAV contract 

The biggest name on the defense market, Chychrun has 
been on the trade block for two straight deadlines, so Bill 
Armstrong isn’t going to just rush into a deal.  

However, at just 24 and still under a solid contract, Chychrun 
is am excellent two-way defenseman that any team would 
want to have. 

His transition game would be a welcome addition to 
Carolina’s blueline and he’d fit well into the aggressive, jump-
in style that the Canes employ. He would also give the 
Hurricanes an extra year of security on the blueline with 
some tough roster decisions coming up in the next few 
years. 

Mattias Ekholm - NSH (LD) 

 32, 6’4”, 215lbs 

 5 goals, 18 points, 54 games played 

 Three additional years remaining of a four year, 
$6.25 million AAV contract 

Rumors out of Nashville is that players are starting to 
become available and Ekholm is one of those names. He’s 
been a great two-way play driver throughout his career and 
while he’s starting to get up there in age, he’s been a 
consistent player regardless. 

His defensive game has come back around this season and 
he’s generating a lot of offense so he’d be a good 
complement to the Canes’ blueline and again would add a 
little more security. 

The obvious concerns are his age and contract length 
though. 

Erik Karlsson - SJS (RD) 

 32, height, weight 

 18 goals, 76 points, 58 games played 

 Four additional years remaining of an eight year, 
$11.5 million AAV contract (NMC) 

Karlsson has hit the reset button on his career in a major 
way and is absolutely dominating the NHL on the offensive 
side of the puck. His 76 points have him sitting sixth in the 
entire league and he’s outpaced the nearest defensemen by 
17 points. 

He’s been absolutely electric all season, dazzling with some 
vintage displays of skill and while the defense has been bad, 
it’s actually been better than the last few seasons. 

Obviously the cap hit and contract length and defensive play 
are all major red flags, but could you imagine a player this 
offensively gifted on the Canes? It’s just so fun to think abut. 

Depth Defensemen 

Kevin Shattenkirk - ANA (RD) 

 34, 6’0”, 212lbs 

 2 goals, 16 points, 50 games played 

 Last year of a three year, $3.9 million AAV contract 

Shattenkirk is an aging veteran at this point, but he’s still 
been able to put up solid results on a very bad Anaheim 
team. His bread and butter throughout his career had been 
his ability to quarterback a power play and drive offense and 
so he may be a good piece in a sheltered role on Carolina’s 
blueline. 

Shayne Gostisbehere - ARI (LD) 

 29, 5’11”, 180lbs 

 9 goals, 29 points, 49 games played 

 Last year of a six year, $4.5 million AAV contract 

Gostisbehere has been able to have a slight career 
resurgence after being shipped out to the desert from 
Philadelphia. He’s producing well on the power play and has 
been able to steadily pick up points and he’s playing solid 
hockey again. He could be a good pickup for a sheltered 
third pairing to add some offense. 

Jack Johnson - CHI (LD) 
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 36, 6’1”, 227lbs 

 0 goals, 4 points, 55 games played 

 Last year of a one year, $950,000 AAV contract 

This was just for giggles, honestly. 

Vladislav Gavrikov - CBJ (LD) 

 27, 6’3”, 221lbs 

 3 goals, 10 points, 52 games played 

 Last year of a three year, $2.8 million AAV contract 

Another one of the bigger names on the market, the thing 
Gavrikov does really well is kill penalties. He’s a bigger 
bodied defenseman that can add a little bit of grit and 
physicality to the team and provides that organizational 
depth. However, with so much interest surrounding him, his 
price may be higher than his value. 

Justin Braun - PHI (RD) 

 36, 6’2”, 205lbs 

 0 goals, 1 points, 37 games played 

 Last year of a one year, $1 million AAV contract 

Braun has been a go-to deadline acquisition for a while now 
and that’s because at 36, he’s still providing very solid 
defensive results. A savvy veteran that can put up results is 
always a plus for teams. 

Brian Dumoulin - PIT (LD) 

 31, 6’4”, 207lbs 

 0 goals, 12 points, 56 games played 

 Last year of a six year, $4.1 million AAV contract 
(M-NTC) 

Well, well, well. If the Penguins continue their downward 
spiral, they may very well become sellers at the deadline. 
Dumoulin was a former Hurricanes draft pick, traded to 
Pittsburgh in the Jordan Staal deal, and while he’s had a bit 
of tougher results this year due to injuries and whatnot, he 
still has been a very good defenseman throughout his career 
and is a two-times Stanley Cup Champion at that 

Dmitry Orlov - WSH (LD) 

 31, 5’11”, 214lbs 

 3 goals, 19 points, 42 games played 

 Last year of a six year, $5.1 million AAV contract 
(M-NTC) 

In the same boat as the Penguins, if the Capitals don’t pick 
up up soon, they may start having to shed pieces. Orlov has 
been a staple of the Washington blueline for years and is a 
very good two-way player. He’s tough, has scored clutch 
goals before and has that veteran experience. 

Nick Jensen - WSH (RD) 

 32, 6’1”, 205lbs 

 1 goals, 21 points, 58 games played 

 Last year of a four year, $2.5 million AAV contract 

A very under-the-radar player, Jensen has been the Capitals 
best defensive defenseman for a couple of years now. He’s 
put up great results in tough minutes and would be a very 
savvy target. 

Trevor van Riemsdyk - WSH (RD) 

 31, 6’3”, 191lbs 

 6 goals, 16 points, 58 games played 

 Last year of a two year, $950,000 AAV contract 

A little familiarity never hurts. TvR has been excellent in 
Washington and so maybe the Canes could bring him back 
to provide a little depth. Wouldn’t be a terrible idea. 

Erik Gustafsson - WSH (LD) 

 30, 6’0”, 197lbs 

 7 goals, 33 points, 57 games played 

 Last year of a one year, $800,000 AAV contract 

Gustafsson is an interesting player because before this year, 
he was on an expressway out of the NHL. He had an 
amazing year in Chicago in 20180-19 and then proceeded to 
be terrible every year after that. Now, he’s doing great again. 
So it’s hard to gauge just what kind of player he is or will be 
elsewhere. 

Buyer Beware 

John Klingberg - ANA (RD) 

 30, 6’3”, 190lbs 

 7 goals, 22 points, 48 games played 

 Last year of a one year, $7 million AAV contract 

Klingberg bet on himself, taking a one-year deal with 
Anaheim to try and drum up that big contract he was after 
and it couldn’t have backfired more on him. His offense has 
been okay, but the defense is out of this world bad. 

If a team thinks that they can cover for those deficiencies, 
than sure take a shot, but they have just been really, really 
bad. There’s risk and reward but this seems more like 
straight up punishment. 

Luke Schenn - VAN (RD) 

 33, 6’2”, 225lbs 

 3 goals, 21 points, 55 games played 

 Last year of a two year, $850,000 AAV contract 

Every year a big tough veteran garners a lot of attention and 
this year it’s Schenn again. He’s had pretty poor results in 
Vancouver and just doesn’t have the foot speed for the game 
today. Someone’s going to pay for him, but it really shouldn’t 
be Carolina.
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Return of the Svech: Canes dominate Blues at home 

Andrei Svechnikov returned to the goal scoring department 
as his two goals helped propel the Hurricanes to victory. 

By Ryan Henkel  

After 67 shots on goal, 19 straight-games dry, and all 
spanning a two month period, Andrei Svechnikov finally 
scored another goal. 

And he didn’t just stop at one. Svech tallied a second goal 
soon after the first and nearly completed the hat trick on 
multiple occasions, but none closer than the attempted 
lacrosse move that was oh, so close to working. 

So if anybody was worried that the fun festivities from 
Saturday wouldn’t carry over, they were mistaken. 

Overall, it was full offensive domination as the Carolina 
Hurricanes picked apart Jordan Binnington and the St. Louis 
Blues’ defense at PNC Arena Tuesday night. 

The Hurricanes outchanced the Blues 71 to 46 and 
generated 26 high danger chances total.  

It was also a great showing from the new top line that Rod 
Brind’Amour put together. All four goals came courtesy of the 
first line of Sebastian Aho (1), Seth Jarvis (1) and 
Svechnikov (2). 

Saturday had Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Martin Necas and Teuvo 
Teravainen dominate the Capitals and tonight it was the JAS 
line’s turn to party. 

If the Canes are getting Jarvis and Svechnikov rolling, that’s 
huge for the team, and perhaps less good for those that are 
hoping for a big deadline move. With just a little over a week 
till the deadline, the Hurricanes have to figure whether they 
trust the group or want to go big to add another player to it. 

But back to the game, perhaps an underrated aspect of the 
win was the calm and collected play of Frederik Andersen. 
The Danish netminder turned aside 35 shots and saved 1.77 
goals above expected according to NaturalStatTrick.com.  

Since returning from injury, Andersen is 9-1-0 and looks to 
be riding a steady rhythm at just the right time. 

Carolina has been blessed with great goaltending for a large 
chunk of the season and hopefully that can continue come 
April. 

And as one last nice tidbit, shoutout to old friend Justin Faulk 
as being the only Blue to score off of a Jesper Fast turnover. 

Actually, one more last tidbit. Poor Fast. He’s going to be a 
meme for the rest of the season for that empty net attempt. 

Hopefully he doesn’t frequent social media too much. 

But the red hot Hurricanes will look to make it five wins in a 
row as they host the Ottawa Senators at PNC Arena on 
Friday night and then the Anaheim Ducks on a back-to-back 
on Saturday night.
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Hurricanes’ top line tops Blues 4-1  

By Aidan Carlson 

The Carolina Hurricanes looked like the better team from 
start to finish as they defeated the St. Louis Blues 4-1 on 
Tuesday, Feb. 21 at PNC Arena. 

Just a few days removed from its rousing victory in the 
Stadium Series, Carolina (38-10-8) claimed yet another 4-1 
victory, this time against a Blues (26-28-3) squad that had no 
answer for the Canes’ first line.  

Right wing Andrei Svechnikov opened the game by scoring 
two goals in the first eight minutes. Svechnikov ripped a shot 
over Blues goaltender Jordan Binnington to score just 1:26 
into the contest and set the pace for how the rest of the 
game would go. 

Svechnikov’s linemates, centers Sebastion Aho and Seth 
Jarvis, were also able to tally goals of their own in the 
second and third periods, respectively. The Blues had no 
answer for Carolina’s first line tonight as it scored all four of 
the Hurricanes’ goals.  

Over the past three games, Jarvis has played in superb form, 
scoring four goals — including the hat trick against the 
Montreal Canadiens on Feb. 16. He looks to be playing with 
more confidence since head coach Rod Brind'Amour mixed 
up the team’s top two lines, taking on defenders one-on-one 
when in the past he would pass the puck, and it is certainly 
paying off.  

Jarvis and Aho have benefited immensely from Svechnikov’s 
presence on the team’s top line and his physical playstyle, 
which directly led to Aho’s goal. 

The Canes created significantly more chances than the 
Blues as their offensive pressure remained high throughout 
the game. Despite the four-goal blemish on the scorecard, 
Binnington was the only reason the Blues stayed in the 
game. The goaltender was able to cover up many of the 
chances his lackluster defense let through. 

On the other end of the rink, Canes goaltender Frederik 
Andersen didn’t have a bad game himself, stopping 35 of 36 
shots. The Blues had many opportunities to get back into this 
game, but Andersen shut the door numerous times, and he 
capped off his second game wearing his Stadium Series 
mask by allowing just one goal.  

Despite the high shot counts, the Blues weren’t able to 
sustain many offensive chances, seeing such chances come 
and go throughout the whole game. After trading away key 
offensive pieces close to the deadline, it’s no surprise they 
have struggled to develop good offensive plays.  

Although the good offensive chances were few and far 
between for the Blues, they were able to score one goal, 
which came from defenseman and ex-Hurricane Justin Faulk 
in the second period.  

The Hurricanes have now won four games in a row and are 
keeping their foot on the gas, trying to extend their lead in 
the Metropolitan Division standings. Carolina will face the 
Ottawa Senators on Friday, Feb. 24 at 7 p.m. at PNC Arena.
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Wolves Throttle Wild 4-1 

Max Lajoie had a goal and two assists and Ryan Suzuki 
added a goal and an assist as the Chicago Wolves defeated 
the Wild 4-1 on Tuesday night in Iowa. 

Malte Stromwall and Josh Melnick also scored and 
Mackenzie MacEachern added two assists as the Wolves 
won for the fifth time in seven games while handing the Wild 
their eighth consecutive defeat. 

After a scoreless first period, the Wolves opened the second 
on the power play and quickly cashed in when Stromwall 
found the back of the net. Lajoie’s shot from the point 
caromed off the end boards to MacEachern who then fed 
Stromwall in front and the winger beat Iowa netminder 
Jesper Wallstedt for his 12th goal of the season. 

The Wolves went on another power play a short time later 
and they again cashed in when Melnick’s shot from the top of 
the right circle sailed past Wallstedt to make it 2-0. Anttoni 
Honka and Jack Drury were each awarded assists on 
Melnick’s 10th goal of the season. 

It marked the sixth time this season the Wolves have had 
multiple power-play goals in a game. 

Suzuki continued the Wolves’ second-period offensive 
onslaught after Joseph LaBate gathered the puck behind the 

net and found his teammate all alone in front. Suzuki took his 
time before sniping his ninth goal of the season and 
extending his points streak to six games (two goals, six 
assists). LaBate and Lajoie had assists on the score that 
gave the Wolves a three-goal advantage. 

Midway through the third, the Wolves made it 4-0 when they 
struck for the third time on the power play. This time, Lajoie 
took a feed from Suzuki in the slot and wired a shot by 
Wallstedt for his fifth goal of the season. 

Sam Hentges’ goal in the final minute for the Wild spoiled 
Wolves goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov’s shutout bid. 

Kochetkov (23 saves) upped his record to 9-4-1-1 while 
Wallstedt (24 saves) suffered the loss for Iowa. 

The Wolves improved to 20-23-3-2 while Iowa fell to 22-20-5-
4. 

Up next: The Wolves travel to Grand Rapids to face the 
Griffins on Friday (6 p.m., AHLTV). 

For information on Wolves ticket plans for the 2022-23 
season — everything from single-game tickets to Flex Packs 
to group outings — visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES.
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https://www.newsobserver.com/article272555696.html 
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https://nsjonline.com/article/2023/02/svechnikovs-2-goals-lead-hurricanes-past-blues/ 
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https://www.nhl.com/news/st-louis-blues-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-341287316 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-seth-jarvis-jordan-binnington-andrei-svechnikov-9a161dc38d89657e5ee1bafee8c689b8 
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gavrikov-schenn 

https://www.canescountry.com/2023/2/21/23609780/return-of-the-svechnikov-carolina-hurricanes-dominate-blues-at-home-aho-jarvis-andersen 
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Back indoors, Hurricanes down Blues as Andrei Svechnikov breaks out 
of scoring slump 

 

Chip Alexander 

6-7 minutes 22/02/2023 

 

Raleigh 

After the immense buildup to the Stadium Series outdoor game, a 
letdown after it seemed almost inevitable for the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Or as Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour put it, “It’s back to reality here.” 

For the Canes’ Andrei Svechnikov, it was back to scoring goals again -- 
finally. After going 19 games without one, the All-Star power forward had 
two goals and an assist Tuesday in a 4-1 victory over the St. Louis Blues. 

“He was on tonight, pretty dynamic pretty much the whole game,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

Seth Jarvis had a goal and two assists, Sebastian Aho scored his 25th 
and goalie Frederik Andersen picked up his 14th win as the Canes (38-
10-8) took charge against the Blues (26-28-3), who lost their third in a 
row. 

Svechnikov, in a predatory mode most of the night, came close to scoring 
a third time, just missing with a lacrosse move in the third period that 
would have had hats flying. 

“I was hoping to score and I thought I had it,” Svechnikov said, smiling. 

To which Jarvis replied: “I think I would have thrown my helmet on the 
ice, too, I would have been so excited.” 

Blues defenseman Justin Faulk scored in the second period, his first goal 
against his former team, but Andersen made some scrambling stops in 
the second and early in the third, finishing with 35 saves. 

Aho punched in a short shot late in the second period and Jarvis made it 
4-1 in the third after Aho forced a turnover, Jarvis making a quick move 
around goalie Jordan Binnington for the score – Aho with the assist. 

After the Canes’ emotional 4-1 win over the Washington Capitals on 
Saturday before 57,000 fans at Carter-Finley Stadium, it would have 
been understandable if their effort was lacking a little Tuesday. 

“That’s human nature,” Brind’Amour said. “The other night couldn’t have 
been better and just a great memory and and all that. Then to just turn it 
off and come back and play ... you’ve got a job to do and I didn’t think 
they had a huge letdown at all.” 

Not Svechnikov. He had Canes fans up and roaring early with his goals, 
Andersen remained stout in net and Carolina killed off its three penalties 
in winning a fourth consecutive game. 

Svechnikov’s last goal came Dec. 30 against Florida, but he had not not 
been able to find the net – despite 67 shots – in 2023 before getting his 
20th and 21st Tuesday. 

“It’s been a while for me,” Svechnikov said. “I wasn’t worried. I know what 
kind of player I am. I know I can score. It just didn’t come for me, but I 
was happy it did come for me tonight. 

“I had chances every game (but) I just couldn’t score. I tried to stick with 
that and I was successful tonight.” 

Brind’Amour recently moved Svechnikov to Aho’s line opposite Jarvis, 
saying he was looking to get Svechnikov’s scoring jump-started again. 
Svechnikov had 14 assists in the 19-game goal drought. 

“He has been impactful pretty much every night,” Brind’Amour said 
Tuesday. 

Maybe it was brotherly support that did it. Svechnikov’s older brother, 
Evgeny, scored goals in his last two games for the San Jose Sharks, the 
second Monday against Seattle. 

Svechnikov said he was watching, jumping up and down. 

“Possibly we’ve been talking and he’s been giving me good energy,” 
Svechnikov said. “I try to give him good energy as well, and it worked out 
pretty good.” 

Talk about a sigh of relief. Svechnikov’s first goal, 1:26 into the game, 
came when he carried the puck down the right wing and into the circle as 
the Blues’ Ivan Barbashev was late arriving on the backcheck, and beat 
Binnington with a forehand. 

‘That first goal was a rip,” Jarvis said. “Any time he starts the game off 
like you know it’s going to be a good night.” 

Svechnikov’s second goal was easier. After Aho won a faceoff in the 
Blues zone, Brent Burns got the puck to Jarvis in front. Binnington 
stopped Jarvis, but Svechnikov had an open net for a 2-0 lead. 

Faulk scored in the second after a Canes turnover in their zone, and 
Binnington was terrific much of the period in keeping it a 2-1 game. He 
denied Jesper Fast, Aho and Jordan Staal on good chances, but Aho 
was open at the post to tap in a loose puck for a 3-1 lead. 

When the Blues emptied their net late in regulation, the crowd loudly 
chanted for Svechnikov to get the hat trick. Brind’Amour sent him back in 
but there would not be a third goal this night. 
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How much did NC State earn in its contract with the NHL for Stadium 
Series outdoor game? 

 

Chip Alexander 
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Raleigh 

The Stadium Series outdoor game was a financial success for the NHL, 
Carolina Hurricanes and N.C. State. 

The Hurricanes topped the Washington Capitals 4-1 Saturday at N.C. 
State’s Carter-Finley Stadium. The regular-season game attracted a 
crowd of nearly 57,000, and the tickets to the game sold quickly. 

According to a copy of the lease obtained Tuesday by the News & 
Observer, the NHL agreed to pay a $200,000 license fee to N.C. State 
for use of the stadium, as well as up to $100,000 to restore the playing 
field after the hockey game and the removal of the rink. 

The NHL, in the contract with the university, also was to pay a $50,000 
bonus if ticket sales accounted for 75% of the stadium capacity. The 
contract cited a capacity of 54,577. 

The contract called for the NHL to set the ticket prices, decide on the 
date the tickets would first be sold and retain 100% of the ticket sales. 

NCSU was to retain full control over the public food and beverage 
concessions at the stadium, with a concessions commission later paid to 
the league. 

N.C. State was to be responsible for parking operations at the game, with 
NCSU and the NHL mutually agreeing on the fees for public parking. 
NCSU later was to return the net revenue from parking to the league. 

The contract said NCSU would conduct the parking operations “in a 
manner (including with respect to staffing levels) consistent with the 
parking operations at a sold-out ACC playoff/championship game at the 
Venue.” 

No ACC playoff or championship game has been played in the stadium, 
but sellouts are common for Wolfpack home football games. 

Canes president and general manager Don Waddell said the NHL would 
pay the team for the home game but did not say the amount to be paid. 
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Warrenspiece: The kids in the net keep the Senators close, Sanderson 
could return to practice Wednesday 

 

Ken Warren 

Published Feb 21, 2023 

 

If not for the solid play of Mandolese and fellow rookie Mads Sogaard in 
the Senators net in the past week, those post-season hopes would be 
gone by now. 

When Anton Forsberg tore the MCL in both his knees late in the 6-2 loss 
to the Edmonton Oilers, joining Cam Talbot on the sidelines, the 
Senators had little choice but to run with the inexperienced kids in goal. 

For Senators management and coach D.J. Smith, it was cross your 
fingers and hope time, but to their credit, the 22-year-olds stepped into 
the spotlight and delivered. Between them, Mandolese and Sogaard 
have gone 3-1-1, stopping 170 of 184 shots. 

By helping the Senators stay within reach of the playoffs, general 
manager Pierre Dorion might now think twice about any offers for Talbot 

before the March 3 trade deadline. If Ottawa stays in the race, they’ll 
want an experienced goaltender to help in that chase. 

Talbot, who suffered a groin injury on Jan. 25, is expected to return this 
weekend, which is why Mandolese was re-assigned to the AHL. Largely 
forgotten as a depth goaltender for most of the season — he was 4-7-2, 
with a 3.60 average and .879 save percentage in Belleville before the 
recall — he turned some heads by showing he’s not out of place in the 
big leagues. 

“He looked confident,” Senators coach D.J. Smith said after the game 
against the Bruins. “The goaltending has not been an issue.” 

Considering the upcoming schedule, there is still plenty of work available 
for Sogaard. With four games in five days and the Senators wanting to be 
careful in giving Talbot too much too soon, Sogaard should play once, if 
not twice, during that upcoming stretch. 

SANDERSON, HOLDEN READY TO RETURN?: Defencemen Jacob 
Larsson and Dillon Heatherington also made the trek to Belleville, a 
signal that Jake Sanderson and Nick Holden could be back for Friday’s 
game in Carolina. The Senators didn’t practice Tuesday, but if they’re on 
the ice Wednesday, they’ll have two full days of workouts before seeing 
game action. 

A standout in his rookie season with the Senators, Sanderson suffered 
an upper body injury in the 6-2 loss to the Edmonton Oilers on Feb. 12. 
As the season has gone on, Sanderson has taken on more and more 
responsibility and his ice time has grown significantly. He has three goals 
and 18 assists and his per game average of 21:19 ranks second among 
NHL rookies, behind only Owen Power of the Buffalo Sabres. 

Holden, who has one goal and nine assists in 47 games, hasn’t played 
since the Senators 4-3 win over the Calgary Flames on Feb. 13. 

SHOOT THE PUCK: Regrets, the Senators had a few, after the tight-
checking defeat to the Bruins. The Senators rank second in the NHL in 
power play goals and are third in power play percentage, but they came 
up empty with the man advantage in Boston. The most glaring missed 
opportunity came while enjoying a 5-on-3 manpower advantage for a full 
110 seconds in the first period. At the time, it was a scoreless deadlock, 
but the Senators were guilty of over passing, looking for the picture 
perfect play, rather than testing Bruins goaltender Linus Ullmark. 

Getting an early first goal against Boston could have made a huge 
difference. Remarkably, the Bruins own a 29-0-3 record when they score 
first. “Certainly, we would love to have that back, in a tight game like this, 
but you can’t let it effect the rest of the game, which I didn’t think it did.” 

SOLID DEBUT: Julien Gauthier made the most of his 9:57 of ice time in 
his Senators debut against the Rangers. Acquired from the New York 
Rangers for Tyler Motte and a conditional seventh round draft pick on 
Sunday, he had two shots — Bruins goaltender Linus Ullmark closed the 
door when Gauthier tried to slide the puck between him and the post — 
and two hits. He spent much of the afternoon on a line with Ridly Greig 
and Mathieu Joseph, and other than an embarrassing spill where he lost 
his footing at the Bruins blueline, looked comfortable enough. “Of course, 
it’s got to be different and kind of a weird adjustment, being on a new 
team, new systems, all in less than 24 hours,” said Senators captain 
Brady Tkachuk. “I thought he looked good out there. He made a lot of 
plays and you can just see the power in his game.” 

Sure beats the 4:33 of ice time he saw with the Rangers against the 
Calgary Flames on Saturday…It has been a long time coming, but 
Ottawa 67’s coach Dave Cameron says that 2021 Senators first round 
pick Tyler Boucher has finally been cleared to play and should be back in 
the lineup Friday against the Windsor Spitfires. Boucher hasn’t played 
since injuring his shoulder while playing for the United States at the world 
junior tournament. Boucher has nine goals and six assists in 17 games 
with the 67’s this season. “He’s a big power forward who can get inside 
to the net,” Cameron told TSN 1200. 
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WARREN: Keeping close tabs on the Senators longshot playoff hopes 

 

Ken Warren 
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The attitude and approach has been more about rolling with the wins and 
the losses as they come, neither celebrating too much on the victories 
nor dwelling too long on the defeats. 

“We’ve been playing some really good hockey as of late,” defenceman 
Travis Hamonic said following Monday’s 3-1 loss to the Boston Bruins. 
“I’ve said it throughout the year. When games haven’t gone our way, you 
digest it and you move forward. After Sunday’s game (a 7-2 win over St. 
Louis), it was no different. After (the Boston) game, it’s going to be no 
different, as well.” 

It has worked. Even after the defeat to the Bruins, they’re on a 6-2-1 run, 
still clinging to hope that the post-season is a possibility. 

Fact is, they should do their best to enjoy the mental and physical break 
of time off between games now — they’re off until Friday when they face 
the Hurricanes in Carolina — because another hard grind is coming. 

The Carolina game will kick off a stint of four games in five days, 
including the rare back-to-back home stint against the Detroit Red Wings 
next Monday and Tuesday. Those latter two games loom as pivotal 
contests in what is shaking up to be an intriguing race to secure the final 
two wild card spots in the Eastern Conference. 

While the standings atop the Atlantic and Metropolitan Division have 
become boring — the top three squads are effectively already locked into 
post-season spots — there is a lot of fun and games remaining in the 
wild card pursuit that changes nightly. 

Before Tuesday’s games, only eight points separated eight teams. The 
Senators were five teams and six points removed from the Florida 
Panthers, who owned the second wild card position. 

Thinking about all of the above, endlessly, can be mentally draining for 
the players. 

“It can be easy to read headlines and whatever is going on in social 
media,” veteran winger Austin Watson said on the weekend. “It’s so 
prevalent these days. But I think the group in here has done a good job 
of just leaving that noise on the outside and just focussing on what’s 
going on in here.” 

On the other hand, crunching the short and long-term numbers in the 
hopes of finding a positive answer is at the heart of fandom. It’s a great 
media game, too, especially here in Ottawa, where the crazy Hamburglar 
run in February, March and April of 2015 will never be forgotten because 
of the endless, unlikely storylines it produced. 

So what are the chances? 

The Senators odds are still long — 10.5 per cent according to 
moneypuck.com on Tuesday morning — but they have played fewer 
games than most of the clubs they are chasing. Florida and the New 
York Islanders have only 22 games remaining, while the Senators have 
26 left to play. 

Generally speaking, 95 points is considered the minimum necessary to 
enter the playoff race, based on the recent history in the Eastern 
Conference. 

To reach that total, the Senators would need to pick up 37 points in those 
26 games, needing to produce something along the lines of 18-7-1 or 17-
6-3 to close out the regular season. 

Given those numbers, it’s not surprising that moneypuck.com has 
calculated that the Penguins (54.3 per cent) and Sabres (45.3 per cent) 
currently have the best chance at reaching the playoff dance. 

Keep in mind here that the head-to-head games that can alter everything 
in a hurry, especially if the games don’t go to overtime. They effectively 
become four-point games (a gain of two and a loss of two for the rival). 

The Senators can’t, of course, afford to look past Carolina on Friday or 
the Montreal Canadiens on Saturday, but the Red Wings games next 
week could be pivotal. The Monday game is a make-up contest from the 
originally scheduled Dec. 23 game that was postponed due to the nasty 
pre-Christmas weather in Ottawa. 

While the Senators have a few days off now, there remain vital games all 
around them in the next week, a chance for Senators fans to find new 
teams to cheer for in the short-term. The goofiness of the potential extra 
point for the loser is always in play, too. 

Florida, which plays only twice in the next week, faces Buffalo Thursday. 
Washington faced Detroit late Tuesday and has a date with Buffalo 
Sunday. 

The Senators may be idle for the next few days, but scoreboard watching 
season is at hand. 
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Ducks drop 6th straight after Lightning’s 4-goal flurry 
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By JOHN KREISER The Associated Press 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — The Ducks are giving up goals in bunches of late, 
sometimes in quick flurries. 

Nick Paul scored the first of four Tampa Bay goals in a span of 5:55 in 
the second period, and Brayden Point scored his 200th NHL goal as the 
Lightning dealt the Ducks their sixth straight loss, 6-1, on Tuesday night. 

Ross Colton, Anthony Cirelli and Zach Bogosian also scored during the 
second-period outburst for the Lightning. Andrei Vasilevskiy finished with 
24 saves. Tampa Bay, which is the only team in the NHL averaging more 
than four goals per game at home, is 14-0-1 in its last 15 games at 
Amalie Arena. 

The Ducks’ Ryan Strome spoiled Vasilevskiy’s shutout bid, scoring 6:28 
into the third period. Lukas Dostal made 38 saves for the Ducks, who are 
0-5-1 in their past six games and have been outscored 36-15. 

“I think we played as a team, and unfortunately the way our team is this 
year we have to almost play a perfect game to beat a team like this,” 
Strome said. “When they turned it up a notch, we had a tendency to split 
up rather than come together. Obviously, they’re a great team and there 
are a lot of lessons we can learn from that.” 

Point and Corey Perry scored in the third period, and rookie defenseman 
Nick Perbix had three assists for Tampa Bay, which took the first 21 
shots on goal in the second period before Vasilevskiy robbed Trevor 
Zegras with 1:09 remaining. 
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Paul snapped his 11-game scoring drought when he beat Dostal with a 
snap shot from the right circle at 7:15 of the middle period, giving the 
Lightning a 1-0 lead with his career-high 17th goal of the season. 

A little advice from Hockey Hall of Famer Phil Esposito might have 
helped. 

“I was sitting on 16 for a little bit, clutching my stick a little bit,” Paul said. 
“I saw Phil at dinner the other day and he told me to shoot the puck 
more, and it ended up working.” 

Colton made it 2-0 at 9:48, scoring past Dostal with a shot from the right 
circle on a power play. Cirelli was left alone in front and slid a quick 
backhand shot past Dostal at 10:51. Bogosian scored his first of the 
season with a straightaway slap shot from just inside the blue line at 
13:10. 

“We dug in a little bit, played with a little more snarl in front of the net,” 
Lightning coach Jon Cooper said of his team’s improved play in the 
second period. “It was more blue-collar hockey.” 

Point reached the 200-goal milestone when he scored a power-play goal 
at 1:06 of the third period. 

“It’s something you never grow up thinking you’re going to do,” he said. 
“To do it is pretty cool. I’m getting the puck in good places.” 

Perry, who scored 372 goals during 14 seasons with the Ducks, made it 
6-0 at 2:23 before Strome got the Ducks on the board. 

The Ducks (17-34-7), who entered the game allowing an NHL-high 39.5 
shots per game, saw Dostal face 44 one day after John Gibson faced 55 
in a 4-3 overtime loss to the Florida Panthers. 

“We’re a rebuilding team,” Coach Dallas Eakins said. “We played last 
night and we were starting to run out of gas after a really strong first 
period and we’ve got to play a perfect game to be in with teams like this 
right now. We weren’t able to sustain the game.” 

HOME COOKING 

Vasilevskiy improved to 12-0-0 in his last 12 games at Amalie Arena. He 
is 5-1-0 lifetime against the Ducks. … Kucherov’s assist on Point’s goal 
extended his points streak at home to 18 games. 
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3 takeaways from Knights’ loss: Costly mistake spoils goalie’s effort 

 

Ben Gotz 

 

The Golden Knights got away with it once. Doing it twice tempted fate too 
much. 

For a second consecutive game, the Knights took a delay of game 
penalty late in the third period nursing a one-goal lead. 

They survived defenseman Alec Martinez’s mistake Saturday against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning. But they couldn’t do it a second time when 
defenseman Alex Pietrangelo went to the penalty box with 1:55 left in 
regulation Tuesday at Chicago’s United Center. 

The Blackhawks took advantage of the opening. Left wing Tyler Johnson 
tied the game with a power-play goal with 55 seconds remaining. He then 
delivered the only goal of a shootout to give Chicago a 3-2 win. 

The result snapped the Knights’ five-game winning streak and gave them 
their first loss since the All-Star break. It also spoiled an impressive 

performance from goaltender Laurent Brossoit, who made his first NHL 
appearance since March 15. 

“We didn’t play a very respectful game at all,” coach Bruce Cassidy said. 
“He was there for us when we broke down.” 

The Knights (34-18-5) weren’t at their best for most of the game. 

But it looked for a long time as if that wasn’t going to matter. A goal from 
center Jack Eichel gave them a 2-1 lead with 8:28 left in the second 
period. 

Brossoit kept them in front almost the rest of the way by making 37 
saves. The veteran has spent nearly the entire season in the American 
Hockey League after undergoing offseason hip surgery, but it looked as if 
he belonged back in the NHL on Tuesday. 

“For the most part, (I) felt pretty good aside from a few jitters in the first 
period,” Brossoit said. 

Brossoit needed to be sharp because the Knights’ defense was porous 
compared to previous games. 

Chicago (19-32-5), which has scored the fewest goals in the NHL, 
generated numerous odd-man rushes. Center Cole Guttman scored on 
one with 7:31 left in the first period. 

The Knights hung on until a late faceoff after Pietrangelo’s penalty. 
Center Max Domi won the draw back to right wing Patrick Kane, who fed 
Johnson for a one-timer in the high slot that soared over Brossoit’s glove. 

The Knights were lucky the game even got to a shootout from there. 
Kane appeared to score a buzzer-beater in overtime in what could be 
one of his final home games for the Blackhawks. 

The three-time Stanley Cup champion and 2016 Hart Trophy winner for 
NHL MVP is a pending unrestricted free agent. His name has popped up 
plenty in the rumor mill before the March 3 trade deadline, so a game 
winner would have been a great send-off. 

Kane was denied his moment of magic, though. His goal was disallowed 
because it was determined to have come after time expired. 

It turned out to be only a temporary respite for the Knights. Johnson’s 
goal in the shootout gave Chicago its third straight win. 

“We had a lot of lulls in our game at times when (Brossoit) stood on his 
head for us,” right wing Keegan Kolesar said. “Getting that outcome, it’s 
pretty sad for us.” 

Here are three takeaways from the loss: 

1. Kane’s performance 

Kane played a season-high 25:01. 

His assist on Johnson’s game-tying goal gave him seven points in his 
past three games in what might be his final stretch in Chicago. He does 
have a full no-move clause in his contract, so he will determine if he 
wants to leave before the deadline. 

Blackhawks general manager Kyle Davidson said on NBC Sports 
Chicago on Tuesday that Kane has not approached him with a decision. 

2. Fourth line strikes 

The Knights took an early lead when Kolesar scored 3:26 into the first 
period. 

His goal was the team’s fifth from the fourth line in the past six games. 
Kolesar and center Nicolas Roy have four points in that span, and left 
wing Brett Howden has three. 

3. Power-play slump continues 

The Blackhawks got a key goal from their power play. The Knights 
continued to get nothing from theirs. 
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They were 0-for-1 with one shot. They are in an 0-for-24 drought and 1-
for-31 since captain Mark Stone suffered a back injury Jan. 12 against 
Florida. 
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Stephenson becoming face of Golden Knights — in faceoff circle 

 

By Danny Webster 

 

Golden Knights vs Buffalo Sabres 

With the game tied 1-1 with 21.5 seconds remaining Thursday against 
the San Jose Sharks, Golden Knights coach Bruce Cassidy sends 
Chandler Stephenson to the left faceoff circle in the offensive zone. 

In these situations, coaches will send their top line to take the draw and 
increase the chance to score the game-winner. Cassidy chose differently. 
He went with the line that would guarantee possession in the final 
seconds. 

Stephenson won the faceoff and the puck kicked back to defenseman 
Shea Theodore. His shot attempt went wide, but the puck landed at 
Stephenson’s stick to find an open William Carrier on the backdoor for 
the game-winning goal and a 2-1 Golden Knights victory. 

Vegas’ All-Star center was 10 for 13 in faceoffs Thursday night. That’s 
been the norm lately for Stephenson, who has since evolved into one of 
the league’s best at winning the circle battles. 

“Just trying different things, not really sticking to one particular thing,” 
Stephenson said. “Go from two to three options, just to keep the other 
guy guessing.” 

Centers who take the majority of a team’s faceoffs are highly reliable in 
all areas of the ice, whether it be center ice, or an offensive or defensive 
zone draw. 

Stephenson has become the go-to guy for the Golden Knights to win a 
puck battle off the draw. He’s one of 13 centers to have taken at least 
800 faceoffs this season. Stephenson (824) has won 60% of his draws, 
good for fourth best in the NHL. 

The three ahead of him are some esteemed company: Chicago’s 
Jonathan Toews (63.3%), Boston’s Patrice Bergeron (60.7%) and 
Philadelphia’s Claude Giroux (60.2%). 

Bergeron, a five-time Selke Trophy winner as the best defensive forward 
in the league, is arguably the best to ever do it. Toews is a three-time 
Stanley Cup champion and a former Selke winner in his own right. Giroux 
is close to 1,000 points in his career. 

“There’s nights where you have it, there’s nights where you don’t,” 
Stephenson said. “That’s something you want to be good at and help out 
in the game." 

This isn’t to say Stephenson is going to be a surefire candidate for the 
Selke this year, but those three have been great at their role for a long 
time. This is just another notch in the body of work Stephenson has put 
together since Vegas acquired him in December 2019 from Washington. 

As Stephenson’s role has elevated to a top-line center on most nights, so 
have his responsibilities in the faceoff circle. He’s gone from winning 
50.4% of his faceoffs in 2021 to a slight increase in 2022 (52.0%). 

“He’s been really good all year,” said center Nicolas Roy. “He’s got 
different tools. He can go forehand, backhand, can tie up. It’s definitely 
something that’s been very good for us.” 

Where Stephenson has gotten better, under the tutelage of assistant 
coach Ryan Craig, is his lower-body strength. The lower he gets in his 
stance at the circle, the better positioning he has to win the faceoff. 
Couple that with the strength to win the loose puck, it’s a trait that has 
made Stephenson efficient in that area. 

“Just being lower and also being lower on your stick, too, makes you a 
little bit stronger for the opposing guy to get under you,” Stephenson 
said. “It’s a little bit of mind games. It’s a little bit of going full-on strength 
and trying to muscle the puck back too.” 

In the case of the winning goal against San Jose, the matchup was 
perfect for Stephenson. He’s going against Nick Bonino, who is also a 
left-handed stick. Stephenson prefers taking the draw on his strong side 
of the ice, which in this case was the left side. The Sharks’ strong side 
with this particular lineup was the right. 

“When you have a guy on his off side, it’s hard to get the torque as 
opposed to being on your strong side,” Stephenson said. “You’re on a 
disadvantage when you’re on your weak side. 

“Guys on their weak side, you try to muscle it as hard as you can 
because a guy on his strong side, it’s hard to hold him. If it’s a righty, it’s 
a different situation. You might have to cheat a little bit, do something a 
little different.” 

Cassidy knows what it’s like to have an elite faceoff player, having 
Bergeron when he coached in Boston for seven years. With players like 
that, “some are just naturally good at it,” he said. 

Stephenson said he felt fulfillment in being up there with some of the best 
to ever play the game. 

“There’s a pride part, for sure,” Stephenson said, “but it’s part of your job 
as a centerman.” 

Since coming to Vegas, Stephenson has done his job, and then some. 
This is just another layer of proof. 
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Golden Knights see firsthand what Patrick Kane can bring with trade 
deadline looming 

 

By Danny Webster 

 

Maybe it's best if Patrick Kane beat the buzzer. 

Creating a narrative in sports is usually the best-case scenario on some 
nights. What would come to be if Kane, who might have played his last 
game as Chicago's hero, beat Laurent Brossoit in time and put the 
finishing touches against a team that could trade for him in 10 days? 

Alas, that didn't happen. Instead, the Golden Knights hung around a little 
bit longer, only to lose in a shootout 3-2 to the Blackhawks at United 
Center on Tuesday to end the Golden Knights' five-game winning streak 
coming out of the All-Star break. 

Eyes will be on the Golden Knights once again between now and Noon 
on March 3, when the NHL's trade deadline passes. The guy that nearly 
beat them will be one of the star players at the forefront. 

Vegas placed captain Mark Stone on long-term injured reserve Monday, 
creating an extra $9.5 million in long-term salary cap relief. Simply put, 
the Golden Knights are back in the big-game hunting realm when it 
comes to adding reinforcements for this final stretch run. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 22, 2023 

 

Presumably sitting near the top of the would-be wish list is Kane, the 
three-time Stanley Cup champion with the Blackhawks who will be an 
unrestricted free agent this summer. 

If there was a time for the Golden Knights to strike while the iron is hot 
and make a play for Kane, you would think it'd be now. 

Kane entered Tuesday's tilt with the Golden Knights with five goals in two 
games, including a hat trick Sunday in a 5-3 win over Toronto. 

For all the talk of Kane's production (42 points in 53 games) and a 
nagging hip injury that may, or may not, need surgery, the last two 
games have shown that he can still contend for a championship given the 
right situation. 

That, of course, comes down to Kane and waiving his full no-move 
clause between now and next Friday. 

"He's the best part of their team when they get going, or the most 
dangerous," coach Bruce Cassidy said Monday. "He is the guy that we 
talk about in our pregame meetings." 

The Golden Knights (34-18-5) proved a lot during this five-game winning 
streak. They may not have showed enough to prove they can contend for 
a Stanley Cup as currently constructed, but they've gotten back to 
playing strong defense in their own zone — a staple that was paramount 
during their nine-game winning streak back in October/November. 

Tuesday might have been the leakiest the Golden Knights have looked 
on defense, but they got strong enough goaltending from Laurent 
Brossoit in his NHL start in almost a year to earn that win. 

Brossoit, who was recalled from AHL Henderson shortly after the All-Star 
break in place of the injured Logan Thompson, made 37 saves and got 
the start due to a minor injury to Adin Hill. 

Veteran Michael Hutchinson was recalled from Henderson on Monday to 
back up Brossoit. 

"LB was huge for us," forward Keegan Kolesar said. "The score could've 
been completely different." 

Brossoit made his first start since March 15. That night, he gave up four 
goals on 13 shots against Winnipeg. Shortly afterward, he was shut down 
for what would be the rest of the season and later underwent hip surgery 
in the offseason. 

The goalie had been with Henderson since late October in what was 
initially a conditioning assignment but became lengthy due to the winning 
pattern of Hill and Thompson. 

"I try not to have too many expectations," Brossoit said. "I just wanted to 
keep it simple and play my game. For the most part, I felt pretty good. A 
few jitters in the first period, but overall it was a net positive of how I felt." 

Jack Eichel and Kolesar scored for the Golden Knights, who have 
outscored opponents 26-11 during this six-game point streak.  

And with just over two minutes remaining, that seemed to be all Vegas 
needed until Alex Pietrangelo was called for delay of game by clearing 
the puck over the glass. 

Off an offensive-zone draw for Chicago, Kane found forward Tyler 
Johnson for a one-timer with 55 seconds remaining to tie it 2-2. 

In the overtime period, off a turnover from Chandler Stephenson behind 
the Chicago net, Kane let go of a powerful slapshot on a breakaway that 
beat Brossoit as time expired, but the puck didn't cross the goal line in 
time. 

Johnson scored the lone goal in the shootout, in the bottom of the third 
round, to give Chicago its third straight win. 

"Having a lot of shot volume was big for the confidence," Brossoit said. 
"At the end of the day we didn't get the result we wanted. I'm still looking 
to get better." 

Where the Golden Knights go from here is anyone's guess. There is an 
inkling of surprise knowing Kane didn't get on the Golden Knights' plane 
back to Las Vegas. It wouldn't be the first time Vegas made a trade with 
a team right after a loss; see Brad Hunt to Minnesota in 2019. 

But perhaps the time isn't right now. The price might be going up if Kane 
clears the way for a trade, and if Vegas is on his list, the cupboard might 
be too bare for a potential rental. 

And yet here we are, less than two weeks before the trade deadline, and 
the Golden Knights lead a wide-open Western Conference with plenty of 
wiggle room to make something happen. 

It's about to be a hectic time over the next week and a half. And maybe, 
just maybe, this wasn't the last time the Golden Knights and Kane cross 
paths. 
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'Pretty Sad' That Golden Knights Couldn't Close Out Game 

 

By Owen Krepps 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights allowed a late goal to Tyler Johnson with just 
45 seconds left in regulation and the Chicago Blackhawks tied the game, 
forced overtime, and then won the game in the shootout 3-2. The late 
goal came as Alex Pietrangelo sat in the box due to a delay of game 
penalty. 

This is the second time in as many games the VGK have taken a late 
delay of game penalty as Alec Martinez did it against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 

"We did that the other night. We've got to manage it better with the time 
and score. It's situational hockey... It's veteran guys that just have to 
manage it better in those situations. In the first period, you get it. But late 
in the game, you have to bear down," said head coach Bruce Cassidy. 

The Golden Knights are 1-1 after these two brainfarts to veteran 
defensemen. Pietrangelo penalty didn't singlehandedly cost the Golden 
Knights the game, as they had the opportunity for the penalty kill, and if 
not, a win in overtime. But the VGK failed to take advantage of second 
chances. 

"For us it's about bearing down there the last two minutes, not taking the 
penalty, and getting the kill done. LB (Laurent Brossoit) stood on his 
head for us many times... for us to give him that outcome it's pretty sad 
for us," said Keegan Kolesar, who scored Tuesday night. 

The Golden Knights were given another extra chance to put the game 
away in the shootout after Patrick Kane's overtime winner was called 
back for coming after the buzzer. But yet again, they failed to take 
advantage of it and the Blackhawks went on to win in the shootout. 

“We just had to beat them twice,” Blackhawks coach Luke Richardson 
joked. 

Simply put, the Golden Knights threw away a crucial extra point against a 
weak opponent Tuesday night. Their All-Star Break-emerging, five-game 
winning streak has ended with a loss to one of the worst teams in the 
National Hockey League. And they did it in front of a veteran backup 
goaltender who put up a strong performance in his first game in almost 
over a calendar year, Laurent Brossoit. 

Head coach Bruce Cassidy likely had plenty to say to his team after this 
unacceptable loss. 

The Golden Knights will play the Calgary Flames on Thursday at home at 
6:00 p.m. 
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Golden Knights Lose In Shootout After Wild Patrick Kane Sequence 

 

By Owen Krepps 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights (34-18-4, 73 points) left one point on the table 
in a 3-2 shootout loss to the Chicago Blackhawks (19-32-5, 43 points) 
Thursday night on the road. Tyler Johnson scored the only goal in the 
shootout after he also tied the game with 45 seconds remaining on the 
powerplay. 

Patrick Kane almost scored a dramatic overtime-winning goal with 0.1 
seconds left as he blasted a slapshot above Laurent Brossoit. After 
review, it was determined that the goal came after overtime had expired.  

The Golden Knights' five-game winning streak has now been snapped, 
and they have also lost their first-ever game at United Center. 

FIRST PERIOD 

1-0 VGK GOAL- The Golden Knights fourth line forechecked well, and 
Nicolas Roy found Keegan Kolesar to score on their first shot of the 
game. 

Laurent Brossoit got a feel of the puck as he made a big save on Taylor 
Raddysh after the Golden Knights turned the puck over. 

Paul Cotter nearly scored after Jonathan Marchessault's rebound was 
kicked out by Petr Mrazek. 

Phil Kessel and Will Carrier entered the Blackhawks' zone and got a solid 
chance that Petr Mrazek stopped. 

1-1 CHI GOAL- The Blackhawks scored a transition goal. Cole Guttman 
scored five-hole after he received a pass from Tyler Johnson off the wall. 

Seth Jones tied up Brett Howden in front of the Blackhawks' net and 
likely prevented a goal. 

Patrick Kane then got a step behind the play and ripped a shot that was 
saved by Laurent Brossoit. 

CHI PP- Will Carrier took a retaliatory penalty after he got tied up with 
Connor Murphy. 

SECOND PERIOD 

The Blackhawks got a couple of good chances early in the second. 
Andreas Athanasiou, Jack Johnson, and Brett Seney all got shots from 
the slot. 

The Golden Knight's fourth line of Keegan Kolesar, Brett Howden, and 
Nicolas Roy continued to get strong chances off the forecheck. 

VGK PP- Max Domi and Keegan Kolesar got into a scrum. Domi dropped 
his gloves and tried to instigate a fight. He was called for roughing and 
also got a ten-minute game misconduct. 

Sam Lafferty, who is tied with Reilly Smith for the most amount of 
shorthanded goals in the NHL, got a quality shorthanded chance. 

CHI PP- Phillip Kurashev was knocked into Petr Mrazek by Keegan 
Kolesar, who was called. 

Brett Seney found Sam Lafferty on the powerplay for a one-timer setup, 
but Lafferty missed the net. 

2-1 VGK GOAL- Jack Eichel chipped a puck past Tyler Johnson to 
himself and then beat Petr Mrazek blocker-side. 

Paul Cotter made a good defensive play backchecking to stop a rush 
chance from Sam Lafferty and Colin Blackwell. 

THIRD PERIOD 

Patrick Kane showed off his stickhandling skills and dangled to the net 
for a grade-A chance. 

Alec Martinez sent Jack Eichel and Jonathan Marchessault off on a 2-on-
1, but Petr Mrazek stopped the shot. 

Andreas Athanasiou ran into Paul Cotter, who then collided with Jack 
Eichel. Cotter was shaken up a bit on the Golden Knights bench but 
returned.  

The Golden Knights forced a turnover, and William Karlsson found Reilly 
Smith, who hit the post. 

CHI PP- For the second-straight game, the Golden Knights took a late 
delay of game penalty. Alex Pietrangelo was the guilty party in this one, 
and the Blackhawks pulled Petr Mrazek. 

2-2 CHI GOAL- After Max Domi won a faceoff, Tyler Johnson scored with 
45 seconds left to tie the game and force overtime. 

OVERTIME 

Jack Eichel deked all the way to the net to set up Jonathan 
Marchessault, but he was a step behind. 

Shea Theodore beat Petr Mrazek with a laser shot but hit the crossbar on 
his attempt. 

NO GOAL- WIth time expiring in overtime, Patrick Kane got a breakaway 
and blasted a long-range slapshot to fool Laurent Brossoit. But after 
review, it was determined that time expired before Kane's shot went in. 

SHOOTOUT 

Jack Eichel- no goal, stopped by Petr Mrazek. 

Andreas Athanasiou- no goal, stopped by Laurent Brossoit. 

Paul Cotter- no goal, stopped by Petr Mrazek. 

Patrick Kane- no goal, stopped by Laurent Brossoit. 

Jonathan Marchessault- no goal, missed net. 

Tyler Johnson- GOAL- five-hole. 

GOLDEN KNIGHTS NOTES 

Patrick Kane, who many are projecting to be traded at the deadline, 
finished the game with an assist and seven shots on goal. But no OT-
winner. 

Also on the trade block but far less prominent is Sam Lafferty, who had 
five shots and an overall strong game Tuesday. 

After his hip injury and demotion to the Henderson Silver Knights, 
Laurent Brossoit made his first start since March 15, 2022, a span of 343 
days. 

Jack Eichel scored to extend his post-All-Star break point streak to six 
games (three goals and three assists for six points) 

The Golden Knight's powerplay is now 0 for their last 24.  

The Los Angeles Kings gave the Golden Knights a break in the standings 
as they lost to the Minnesota Wild. 

VHN's Player of the Game: Laurent Brossoit 

A good performance from Brossoit in his return up until the last moments 
of the game. 

Up Next: The Golden Knights will have a crucial Pacific Division game 
against the Calgary Flames at home on Thursday at 6 p.m. 
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Golden Knights Gameday 57: Patty Kane, Patty Kane, Baker's Man: 
Lines and Notes vs Blackhawks 

 

By Owen Krepps 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights (34-18-4, 72 points) will embark on a brief 
one-game road trip Tuesday as they play the Chicago Blackhawks (18-
32-5, 41 points) this afternoon at 5:30 p.m. from United Center. This is 
the final game of the season series between these two teams. The VGK 
are 2-0.  

Laurent Brossoit is expected to make his first start of the season with 
both Logan Thompson and Adin Hill out of the lineup. Hill, who has 
started the last three games, missed Monday's practice with "a bump" 
from last game according to head coach Bruce Cassidy. 

Henderson Silver Knights goaltender Michael Hutchinson has been 
recalled as a result. Additionally, the Golden Knights placed Mark Stone 
on LTIR and Daniil Miromanov on IR Monday, likely to free up a roster 
spot. But it could also be a precursor move for the 2023 NHL Trade 
Deadline. 

What to Watch For 

Patty Kane 

One of the biggest names still out on the NHL Trade Market is Patrick 
Kane of the Blackhawks. The veteran future Hockey-Hall-of-Famer is 
nearing the end of his current contract with the rebuilding Blackhawks 
and could be traded before the deadline as a result.  

The Golden Knights are reportedly one of the teams interested in Kane. 
So keep an eye on PK88, who has five goals in his last two games. 

Bringing Back Brossoit 

After recovering from hip surgery and then playing for the Henderson 
Silver Knights for months, Laurent Brossoit will get his first start as a 
Golden Knight since March 15th of 2022. The veteran backup goaltender 
is ready to make an impact after months of waiting and training. 

"It does feel like a first NHL start. It's a long time coming and I am just 
excited to be back in the net wearing a VGK jersey," said Brossoit. 

Trap Game 

As always with teams like the Blackhawks, especially at this time of year, 
the Golden Knights must avoid the trap game. The Blackhawks, in short, 
are not a very good team as they are venturing towards rebuilding into a 
Stanley Cup Contender again. With the VGK in the midst of a playoff 
race, they must take care of business and collect two points against a 
weaker opponent tonight in Chicago. 

Projected Golden Knights Line Combinations 

Paul Cotter- Jack Eichel- Jonathan Marchessault 

Reilly Smith- William Karlsson- Michael Amadio 

Will Carrier- Chandler Stephenson- Phil Kessel 

Brett Howden- Nicolas Roy- Keegan Kolesar 

Alec Martinez- Alex Pietrangelo 

Brayden McNabb- Shea Theodore 

Nicolas Hague- Zach Whitecloud 

Laurent Brossoit/Michael Hutchinson 

Golden Knights Special Teams 

PP1: Stephenson, Marchessault, Roy, Eichel, Pietrangelo 

PP2: Carrier, Karlsson, Kessel, Smith, Theodore 

PK1: Karlsson, Smith, McNabb, Pietrangelo 

PK2: Stephenson, Roy, Whitecloud, Martinez 

IR/Scratches 

Shea Weber, Nolan Patrick, Robin Lehner/Mark Stone (c), Logan 
Thompson, Daniil Miromanov, Adin Hill/Ben Hutton 

Projected Blackhawks Line Combinations 

Philipp Kurashev- Max Domi- Patrick Kane 

Tyler Johnson- Cole Guttman- Taylor Raddysh 

Jason Dickinson- Sam Lafferty- Andreas Athanasiou 

Boris Katchouk- Reese Johnson- Colin Blackwell 

Jake McCabe- Seth Jones 

Connor Murphy- Jack Johnson 

Caleb Jones- Ian Mitchell 

Petr Mrazek/Jaxson Stauber 

Blackhawks Special Teams 

PP1- Raddysh, Domi, T. Johnson, S. Jones, Kane 

PP2- Athanasiou, Lafferty, Kurashev, C. Jones, Mitchell 

PK1- Lafferty, Dickinson, McCabe, S. Jones 

PK2- Blackwell, R. Johnson, C. Jones, Murphy 

IR/Scratches 

Jonathan Toews (c), Alex Stalock, Jared Tinordi, Jujhar Khaira, 
Mackenzie Entwistle 

How to Watch/Listen 

5:30 p.m. on AT&T Sportsnet, ESPN+ and Fox Sports 98.9 FM Radio. 
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Daily Nuggets: Golden Knights Making Roster Moves, Will Carrier 
Signing 

 

By Owen Krepps 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights are seemingly gearing up to make a move, 
and trade discussion on both Timo Meier and Erik Karlsson is continuing.  

The Golden Knights will play the Chicago Blackhawks today at 5:30 p.m. 
on the road. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Roster Moves: The Golden Knights have recalled Michael Hutchinson 
from the Henderson Silver Knights. 

Injury Update: They have also placed Mark Stone on LTIR and Daniil 
Miromanov on IR, per CapFriendly. 
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Autos: Will Carrier will be doing a meet and greet on March 18th in 
Summerlin. 

Trade Talk: The Golden Knights appear to be a finalist in trading for 
Patrick Kane and also for James van Riemsdyk. 

For all of VHN's trade deadline content, check out our trade roundup 
page.  

Clip of the Day: Ilya Sorokin absolutely robbed Kris Letang with a paddle 
save and a classic Islanders/Penguins scrum ensued thereafter.  

NHL News, Trade Rumors, and National Hockey Now 

Edmonton: How hard will it be for the Edmonton Oilers to trade for Erik 
Karlsson? 

Winnipeg: Could Timo Meier be a fit with the Winnipeg Jets? 

Boston: The Boston Bruins honored David Krejci for reaching 1,000 NHL 
games Monday. 

Long Island: New York Islanders forward Mat Barzal is week-to-week 
with a lower-body injury. 

Washington: When will Alex Ovechkin return to the Washington Capitals? 

Colorado: Gabriel Landeskog is also back skating with the Colorado 
Avalanche. 

Detroit: This could very well be the year the Detroit Red Wings take the 
next step in their rebuild and make the playoffs. 

LA: Who is the most likely to be traded from the Los Angeles Kings 
roster? 
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NHL trade deadline deep dive: Analyzing five under-the-radar targets on 
the market 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn 

 

The trade deadline is fast approaching and it’s time to analyze what’s out 
there. 

As always the trade market has a variety of different options from 
difference-makers to depth pieces that can put a team over the top or 
plug some much-needed holes. There’s something for everyone and I 
wanted to explore the most intriguing names available and analyze what 
to expect from them. 

With an analytical slant, I took a deep dive into three categories of 
players: the biggest names, the under-the-radar types and of course the 
red flags. 

This post focuses on the under-the-radar guys, players who are known 
commodities but might be flying under the radar as depth players, buy 
low options, or reclamation projects. They’re guys who might make a 
bigger difference than most would expect — and cost less as a result. 

Here are the five players flying under the radar at this year’s trade 
deadline and what to expect out of each of them. 

Jesse Puljujarvi 

Well, well, well — if it isn’t another analytics-fuelled post waxing poetic 
about the value of Jesse Puljujarvi. Let’s make this clear from the 
beginning: Puljujarvi has been a below-replacement level player this 
season. His loudest detractors may have been on to something last 
season when Puljujarvi’s most fervent supporters were talking him up as 

a top-line talent. The results certainly made that seem so but with his 
performance this season that may have just been a McDavid-induced 
mirage. 

Puljujarvi’s career is at a crossroads right now. The 24-year-old was 
picked fourth in the 2016 draft but has struggled to consistently live up to 
that billing. There have been flashes, but clearly not enough to warrant 
the Oilers wanting to keep him around. He’s a reclamation project and 
given his pedigree and performance over his previous two seasons, an 
arguably worthy one. 

The comparison many are drawing with Puljujarvi is that of Valeri 
Nichushkin — a player who looked like he had little to give on offense at 
the NHL level early on in his career. He infamously scored zero goals in 
57 games in 2018-19 with the Stars at age 23, making Puljujarvi look like 
a sniper in comparison. Despite that, Nichushkin showed promise with 
his ability to suppress chances and the Avalanche took a chance on him 
the following year. They obviously have no regrets since. 

I’m not suggesting Puljujarvi will follow the same trajectory, but given his 
pedigree, he’s a player that’s worth being patient with. He’s already 
shown he can deliver strong results in a top-six role in the past and while 
that was with the best player in the world, it’s telling that McDavid’s 
numbers did drop without Puljujarvi — especially on defense. Offensively 
he needs help, no question, but at the very least he isn’t a liability out 
there. 

Puljujarvi isn’t a perfect player, but a change of scenery could work 
wonders for him. With the Oilers desperate to move on from him, a 
prospective team would likely do well to take advantage of that at a 
bargain bin cost. 

Nick Bjugstad 

After years as a middle-six scorer, Nick Bjugstad spent the three seasons 
prior to this one toiling away in the bottom six. A player who was bit hard 
by the injury bug. This year he’s received another shot at something 
more with the Arizona Coyotes and has proved his worth in the process. 

In 55 games, Bjugstad has just 13 goals and 23 points which isn’t a lot to 
write home about. But at five-on-five Bjugstad is rocking a 1.63 points-
per-60 rate putting him squarely in middle-six territory. That’s passable 
(and for teams looking for centers it’s better than both Ryan O’Reilly and 
Max Domi), but it’s not what makes Bjugstad intriguing. It’s his defense 
where the Coyotes have only allowed 2.53 expected goals against per 60 
and 2.1 actual goals against per 60. Both marks are among the team’s 
best and his relative impact has been very strong as a result. 

Bjugstad has a surprisingly lengthy track record of strong underlying 
numbers with six straight seasons having an above-average relative 
impact. This is Bjugstad’s first year within that stretch where his actual 
expected goals rate has been below 50 percent and that likely has more 
to do with the team he’s on than his own play. Even despite the weak 
surroundings, the Coyotes have still managed to score 55 percent of the 
goals with Bjugstad on the ice. That’s huge given the context.  

The key part of Bjugstad’s results is that he’s not just doing it in a 
sheltered role — he’s doing it as Arizona’s second-line center. And 
mostly thriving with the opportunity. The Coyotes don’t really hard match 
their lines, but it is noteworthy that Bjugstad faces the toughest 
assignments on the team. He isn’t getting eaten alive despite the big role, 
he’s holding his own and that’s a very good sign for a contending team.  

If Bjugstad is doing this in a big role on a bad team, chances are he can 
thrive in a much smaller role on a much better team. Forget the Sam 
Lafferty hype. If a team is looking for a responsible bottom-six center that 
can provide strong defensive results Bjugstad is the better option. 

Oh yeah, and he’s 6’6” too — since that matters. 

Conor Garland 

If size matters, that’s likely reason enough as to why Conor Garland isn’t 
the hottest commodity — and why the Canucks are exploring the idea of 
moving on from him. He plays bigger than his size, but at 5’10” and 165 
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pounds there’s still reason to doubt his overall effectiveness in a playoff 
atmosphere. Hard to thrive in a heavier environment as one of the 
league’s lightest players. Tack on his contract, $4.95 million for three 
more seasons, and Garland’s value as an asset doesn’t look to be very 
strong. Especially during a down year. 

Still — Garland gets results. Results normally worth $5 million per 
season. Cam Charron already covered that in-depth last week with an 
impassioned post on his value and it’s likely no surprise two analytically 
savvy people see eye-to-eye on him. 

In each of the past five seasons, Garland’s impact on actual and 
expected goal difference has been positive. Usually, his teams earn over 
55 percent of the goals and 52 percent of the expected goals with him on 
the ice, which is saying a lot given the quality of teams he’s been a part 
of. That is, until this season where he’s only around 47-to-48 percent of 
the actual and expected goals. Given his consistent relative impact that’s 
likely more on the team failing him than Garland failing the team. 

Garland isn’t producing as much in years past and has seen a drop in his 
scoring chance contribution rate, but even his numbers in a down year 
have been decent. If that’s Garland’s floor he’s still a worthy player to 
hone in on as someone that can provide capable second-line production 
at five-on-five. As a floor. At his best Garland averaged 2.52 points-per-
60 his previous two seasons which is the type of efficient depth scoring 
that can put a playoff team over the top in a series. He’s a middle-six 
luxury. 

Vancouver isn’t exactly wrong to want out given the team’s massive 
salary commitments on the wing, but that can be another team’s gain. 

Carson Soucy 

A surprising name to see out there given Seattle’s current playoff 
standing, but if the Kraken are indeed fielding offers for Carson Soucy he 
would be a very intriguing get for a team looking to fill a defensive depth 
role. 

Soucy is everything general managers claim to be looking for at this time 
of year: a tough but mobile defensive defender with size. Soucy is all of 
those things — he just doesn’t play tough minutes. That’s the sticking 
point here, but the major difference between Soucy and the defenders 
available that do play tough is that those players are playing higher in the 
lineup out of necessity and not talent.  

That and Soucy isn’t a liability in his role. He actually gets results 
consistently breaking even with expected goals while earning a very 
strong goal rate. Maybe those results wouldn’t translate further up the 
lineup, but that’s not definite. We already know they don’t for the 
Gavrikovs and Edmundsons of the world. Soucy has the potential to 
surprise, similar in vein to Brett Kulak last year. 

What makes Soucy an attractive commodity is that year after year, 
opposing players have a very tough time scoring while he’s on the ice. 
Soucy consistently allows fewer chances than his teammates, but his 
impact on actual goals against is even larger. Over four years that has 
meaning and in 3254 minutes his teams have allowed 0.49 fewer goals 
against per 60 with him on the ice compared to off. It’s one of the highest 
marks in the league. 

That’s probably influenced by the weaker competition he plays against, 
but there are elements to his game that look strong enough to translate 
higher in the lineup. This year for Seattle Soucy has been the team’s best 
defender at retrieving pucks and turning them into zone exits. He’s also 
been one of the most effective defenders in the league at defending the 
rush. Soucy is targeted on zone entries 26 times per 60 but has only 
allowed a scoring chance on 2.6 of those. That’s a fantastic ratio not far 
off from Jaccob Slavin’s — though there’s obviously a world of difference 
in the degree of difficulty there. Soucy allows a carry-in on just 39 percent 
of entries which ranks second in the league to John Marino and breaks 
up 16 percent of entries which also ranks highly league-wide.  

Seattle isn’t just going to give Soucy away, not in the middle of a playoff 
run. But the Kraken are apparently listening in case the right offer comes 

along. I don’t think any defenseman on the market is worth the rumored 
asks for someone like Gavrikov, but if given the choice at the same cost I 
would take Soucy without hesitation. 

Jakub Vrana 

When Anthony Mantha was traded for Jakub Vrana it felt like a seismic 
trade deadline moment. What would Mantha be capable of on a new 
team? How would Vrana fare in a bigger role? As it turns out the deal 
ended up being a mutual dud for both sides, but for Vrana that has more 
to do with his inability to stay in the lineup more than anything. 

Last season Vrana was limited to just 26 games with the Red Wings, but 
it’s easy to forget that in those 26 games, he had 13 goals and 19 points. 
In his first 11 games after the trade he had eight goals and 11 points. 
Even in the two lone games he played this year Vrana had a goal and 
assist. When he’s in he’s scoring at a 46-goal, 67-point pace, the issue is 
how rare that’s been. 

Still, that made it a big shock when Vrana did come back from his time 
with the NHL and NHLPA player assistance program and was promptly 
waived during an AHL conditioning stint. Vrana is not an AHL-caliber 
player, far from it. He has a lot of scoring upside to provide a future team, 
scoring upside that is well worth the $4.5 million he’s owed this season 
and next. 

Vrana isn’t the best defensive player and that’s definitely an issue for a 
prospective playoff team, but his ability to efficiently score goals is 
extremely rare and that can make him incredibly useful as a middle six 
scoring option. Since the 2020-21 season, Vrana has scored 1.65 goals-
per-60 at five-on-five, a rate bested by exactly one player: Auston 
Matthews. By points-per-60 his 2.79 ranks in the top 10, sandwiched 
between Matthew Tkachuk and Nikita Kucherov. 

That’s not to say Vrana is that caliber of player or even that caliber of a 
scorer. There’s a difference between scoring at that rate in the middle six 
and at the top of the lineup. But the key is how efficient he can be at 
doing the primary job of a forward: putting pucks in the net. Few can 
match the ferocious frequency that Vrana can do it at. He deserves 
another chance at it. 

Data via Evolving Hockey, All Three Zones, Natural Stat Trick and NHL. 
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NHL trade deadline: Ranking the tanking teams by assets they have left 
to move 

 

Eric Duhatschek 

 

With the NHL trade deadline looming, let’s take a closer look at the race 
to the bottom of the standings, where the jockeying for position is, if 
anything, more fierce than the race at the top. 

Right now, there are seven teams that have distanced themselves far 
enough from the pack to have a realistic chance to finish last overall. 
That, in turn, gives them the best chance of selecting the most coveted 
young player to come along in years, Connor Bedard. And what happens 
at the trade deadline will impact the race to the bottom. Teams are likely 
to get worse, at least on paper, not better though tanking is an inexact 
science. 

Tanking 101: Tips for being the worst team in the NHL 

Today, we are trying to rank the not-so-magnificent seven in terms of the 
remaining assets that they can potentially move. Here’s how we see it. 

1. San Jose Sharks 
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The Sharks have Timo Meier, who is at or near the top of everyone’s 
trade board, along with a Norris Trophy candidate, Erik Karlsson, who, 
general manager Mike Grier has publicly acknowledged, he is willing to 
listen on. So, two high-end pieces. Meier carries a $6 million cap charge 
this year but is due a $10 million qualifying offer in the summer, so his 
contract situation complicates matters. Karlsson’s contract – an $11.5 
million AAV for this year plus four more seasons after this one – 
complicates matters in the present. But Karlsson is having an exceptional 
year and leads the NHL in five-on-five scoring. 

In addition to two grade-A assets, the Sharks also have some interesting 
bodies lingering down the depth chart. Goalie James Reimer hasn’t been 
as good this year as he was last year, but he’s experienced, serviceable, 
a popular teammate and coming off a shutout Monday night. Any team 
needing insurance in goal could do a lot worse than Reimer. Versatile 
forward Nick Bonino has tons of playoff pedigree and was a useful 
contributor to the Penguins’ back-to-back Cup runs in 2016 and 2017. 
The dark horse here is Alexander Barabanov, a small but slick and thick 
forward, currently playing top-six minutes who can find seams in the 
offensive zone and has some finishing ability. It’s hard to imagine all five 
pieces exiting San Jose, but there is an opportunity for Grier to reshape 
the direction of the franchise here, depending on the direction he intends 
to take. And he has the trade capital to make it happen. 

2. Chicago Blackhawks 

If it were purely about name recognition, then the Blackhawks would be 
topping the charts here. Those identical eight-year, $84 million contracts 
that Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews signed back in July 2014 finally 
expire after this year. The Blackhawks are deep in rebuild mode, and so 
are listening on each and every piece. But on Sunday, Toews issued a 
statement that he is back addressing issues with long COVID and is 
focusing strictly on getting back to good health, meaning he’s not in play. 

Health is also an issue with Kane – or had been until the last week or so 
when he seemed to get some of that old jump back in his step, scoring 
five goals in a two-game span, including a hat trick Sunday against the 
Maple Leafs. The further complication with Kane: Even with salary 
retention, any team adding him would still be on the hook for a massive 
dollar commitment (and might need to add a third-party broker, the way 
St. Louis and Toronto brought in Minnesota to facilitate the Ryan O’Reilly 
trade). Kane’s preferred destination, if he waived at all, was the Rangers, 
so he could resume his partnership with Artemi Panarin. That seems 
unlikely now. 

No, in Chicago, it’s the less sexy names – defensemen Jake McCabe 
and Jack Johnson, forwards Max Domi, Sam Lafferty and possibly 
Andreas Athanasiou that are most likely to be on the move. McCabe is of 
particular interest because he is signed for this year and two more at a 
$4 million AAV and if Chicago were to take half that salary cap, then an 
acquiring team would have a potential top-four defenseman for this year 
and next at a price you normally pay for a depth player. McCabe wouldn’t 
come cheap. But he’d add value, and not necessarily just in the short 
term. And with so many of the big pieces at center off the board already, 
suddenly Domi and Lafferty become more attractive as fallback pieces. 

3. Anaheim Ducks 

The Ducks were in the position last year that the Sharks are in now – a 
team out of the playoffs, with a new GM in place, determined to stamp 
his own imprimatur on the team. And Pat Verbeek was not shy in stating 
for the record that if he couldn’t sign his pending UFAs to contract 
extensions, he wouldn’t let them walk for nothing. So out the door went 
Hampus Lindholm, Josh Manson and Rickard Rakell, all of whom have 
thrived in their new locations (and signed extensions with the teams that 
acquired them). The Ducks don’t have quite the same quality available 
this year. 

The primary target should be John Klingberg, who signed a one-year, $7 
million contract with the Ducks because he lingered too long on the free-
agent market last summer. Klingberg and the Ducks have been the 
opposite of a marriage made in heaven. It hasn’t worked for the Ducks or 
Klingberg, who hoped that a big year might translate into the big pay next 

summer that he lost out on last summer. Hasn’t happened. Still might – if 
he lands with a contender and then plays well. People tend to forget 
mediocre regular seasons if the last thing on their minds is a strong 
playoff. 

Finding a fit for Klingberg will be more challenging for Verbeek than 
Lindholm or Manson; however, especially since there are other offensive 
defensemen being dangled as well. Beyond Klingberg, the Ducks also 
have Dmitri Kulikov and Kevin Shattenkirk available as pending UFAs. 
Up front, Adam Henrique is attracting attention, though his situation is 
complicated by his cap hit — $5.85 million for this year and next. If 
Anaheim were to retain a hefty portion, his value will jump. And of 
course, there is always the question of what will happen to John Gibson, 
who is signed for four more years at $6.4 million but is likely at the stage 
of his career where he’d like to play for a contender. Gibson has a 
modified no-trade clause. Logically, the three destinations that might 
make the most sense for him are LA, Vegas and his hometown of 
Pittsburgh. 

4. Arizona Coyotes 

Jakob Chychrun has been in the rumor mill for so long that when he does 
finally get traded, it’ll probably generate more relief than excitement. The 
value has been well-documented: He’s a 24-year-old minute muncher on 
the blue line who can play in the top four and has a salary of $4.6 million 
per year that is guaranteed for this year and the next two. It’s taking this 
long to execute a trade because Arizona wants to extract a king’s ransom 
for Chychrun. Whether they can get that ransom from the Kings – long 
thought to be the best match for him – remains to be seen. 

Beyond Chychrun, the Coyotes also have pending UFA defenseman 
Shayne Gostisbehere (who returned to the lineup over the weekend, 
ahead of schedule) and a pair of useful UFA forwards, Nick Bjugstad, 
who is having his best season in a while, and Nick Ritchie, who has 
occasionally been a healthy scratch this year, but has size and can 
provide a net-front presence on the power play, if needed. 

Draft, develop, repeat: How the Coyotes plan to become contenders 

5. Montreal Canadiens 

Most of Montreal’s potential sale items also have a distressed tag 
attached to them. That’s the trouble with garage sales, isn’t it? A lot of 
buyer beware. So, for example, Sean Monahan was humming along fine 
in the first 25 games of the season, until a foot injury sidelined him. He’s 
still out and his recovery seems stalled. Since fragility was an issue with 
Monahan even before the latest setback, that’s created doubt and 
uncertainty about his status. It’s a longshot but some teams looking for 
help at center might take a chance and add a condition or two to the deal 
– bumping up the draft choice compensation, depending upon games 
played and playoff success. Maybe Colorado bites. 

Speaking of the Avalanchec, as someone who is constantly trying to 
promote player reunions, there is something theoretically appealing 
about Colorado trading with Montreal for Jonathan Drouin and reuniting 
him with his Halifax Mooseheads teammate Nathan MacKinnon. They 
were a dynamic duo in junior. One became an NHL star. The other has 
just muddled along. But it’s hard to imagine Drouin immediately getting a 
chance to play with MacKinnon, especially if Gabe Landeskog ever 
returns. But as an insurance policy? Stranger things have happened. And 
if the Avs were to trade for both Monahan and Drouin, then they would 
have three of the top six players from the 2013 draft in their lineup. Still, 
that’s a lot of pie-in-the-sky conjecture. 

The most likely asset going out the door might be Evgeni Dadonov, who 
is slowly finding his game, and possibly Josh Anderson, who would 
attract interest from the likes of Winnipeg and Calgary because they 
value his size and physicality, but might be frightened off by his injury 
history and his contract status ($5.5 million AAV, until 2026-27). 

6. Vancouver Canucks 

The Canucks would be far higher up the list except that they’ve already 
traded the previous No. 1 on our trade board, Bo Horvat, to the Islanders. 
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After signing Andrei Kuzmenko to a contract extension, the focus now 
shifts to Brock Boeser, who also looks like he desperately needs a 
change of scenery. Boeser makes $6.65 million per season until 2024-25 
– too much for his current production level. But with a percentage of 
salary retained – maybe 15-20 percent – his value increases. Fans of 
happy-ending stories would love to see him land in Minnesota and that 
might be the best scenario for all. But the NHL is a business; sentiment 
takes a back seat to dollars and cents. At some point, Luke Schenn could 
be also on the move as a rental – tough, experienced, the perfect 11th-
hour addition. Conor Garland’s name has popped up in trade rumors, 
too. 

7. Columbus Blue Jackets 

The Blue Jackets’ primary trade asset, Vladislav Gavrikov, was taken out 
of the lineup last week for asset-protection reasons. In a year when the 
highest-quality defensemen are all puck movers, Gavrikov is at or near 
the top of the list for defensemen that can play in a top-four and provide 
steady defensive play. He was the team’s ice-time leader after Zach 
Werenski went down with an injury. Gus Nyquist was higher on the trade 
boards before a shoulder injury sidelined him until the end of the regular 
season. The only way he gets moved is if a team genuinely believes he 
can be healthy for the start of the playoffs. That would be a challenge, 
fitting in a new player on the fly, especially someone like Nyquist who 
wasn’t exactly lighting it up even before he got hurt. On the other hand, if 
Nyquist can’t play before the end of the season, a team doesn’t need a 
lot of cap space to squeeze him in – and of course, the salary cap 
doesn’t apply to the playoffs. So, a little bit of intrigue there. 

The one interesting dark horse might be goalie Joonas Korpisalo, a 
pending UFA who has had some sparkling outings recently. Goalie 
trades are notoriously difficult to execute at the deadline, but it’s not hard 
to imagine a team such as Los Angeles taking a flyer on Korpisalo, 
because if the fit is good, then he can potentially become a down-the-
road solution as a starter. He is, after all, only 28. 
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The NHL trade deadlines fans should be preparing for: Shopping sprees 
and big swings 

 

Sean McIndoe 

 

The trade deadline is almost here, marking one of the most important 
times of the year for all 32 teams. Whether your favorite is a contender, a 
bottom-feeder, or somewhere in between, they’re going to make some 
crucially important decisions over the next few days. No team can 
escape the trade deadline. 

But what kind of deadline will your team have? That’s the big question, 
and it’s a tougher call for some teams than for others. So today, while we 
wait for the blockbusters to roll in, let’s get organized by running down 
the various options available to your favorite team. 

The Yard Sale 

This is one of the most common deadlines, although maybe not as 
common as it should be. It’s your basic sell-off, one in which a rebuilding 
team is willing to move anyone who could bring back future assets. If 
you’ve got picks or prospects, get this team’s GM on the phone, because 
just about everyone is available. 

These can be tough for a fan base since they often involve beloved 
players making their exit. But generally speaking, the team is already 
bad, and the fans know it. Those picks and prospects can be a nice dose 
of optimism, at least until you realize they’re all years away from 

contributing. Of course, a full-scale yard sale also helps with the lottery 
odds, which can be a nice bonus. 

The key here, it should go without saying, is that all those trades have to 
actually happen. Sometimes they don’t, despite weeks of rumors. In that 
case, you’re instead left with … 

The Rescheduled Yard Sale 

Have you ever planned out a neighborhood yard sale for some Saturday 
morning, then woken up to black clouds and weather warnings? That 
scraps the whole plan, and you end up having to reschedule for some 
future date because the buyers just aren’t showing up. 

That can happen to GMs too. For whatever reason, a team that should 
be a big seller at the deadline ends up not landing as much of a haul as 
their fans had hoped. That first-round pick you were told you’d get for that 
veteran rental? Best anyone can do is a late second. The bidding war for 
that coveted depth piece? Never happens. And the market for the backup 
goalie just never materialized at all. And that one star with the no-trade 
clause? He’s not waving after all, sorry. 

Weekend rankings: Ryan O’Reilly heads to the Maple Leafs, Wild 
worries, and wait are these rankings cursed?https://t.co/jcnFG896zP 

— Down Goes Brown (@DownGoesBrown) February 20, 2023 

In the end, you’re left with a handful of minor trades and some half-
hearted excuses from the GM. Then you’re told that it’s fine, because all 
those deals can just wait until the summer. Spoiler alert: They won’t 
happen then either. 

These deadlines are the worst, and they can set a rebuild back years. 
Every Leafs fan who loved through the Muskoka Five deadline of 2008 
still has the scars. Don’t look it up, Blackhawks fans, you don’t want to 
know. 

The Blatant Tank 

On the surface, this one feels a lot like a well-executed Yard Sale. The 
team is bad and needs to rebuild, so they ship out veterans at the 
deadline. Standard stuff, right? 

The difference is that when it comes to the Blatant Tank, the GM doesn’t 
care what he gets back. Sure, picks and prospects are nice. But they’re 
not the point. If nobody is willing to meet the asking price for a veteran, 
well, trade him anyway. Take pennies on the dollar if you need to. Take 
nothing at all. Just get him off the roster before he helps you win games. 

The Blatant Tank is rare, and often comes with enough plausible 
deniability that a fan base can pretend it was a standard Yard Sale. One 
key to watch is the goalies, because when teams start giving them away 
for next-to-nothing, you know that the tank is revving up. 

(Um, unless you’re Gary Bettman, in which case this entire section didn’t 
exist.) 

The Contender’s Tinker 

NHL GMs love to tinker. It’s so much easier than making bold moves. 
And sometimes it’s the right thing to do, since a contending team may not 
have many flaws in the first place. When deadline time arrives, you can 
just add a depth piece or two, mumble about not wanting to disrupt the 
dressing room, and call it a day. 

Sure, it’s not as much fun as a genuine blockbuster. But as a fan, you 
probably don’t mind seeing your team slot in here. Let other teams take 
the big risks; your contender has earned the right not to do that. 

Of course, your team has to already be playing at an elite level for this to 
work. If they’re not quite there yet, then you need to aim a little higher … 

The Contender’s Big Swing 

This is the meat of every good trade deadline. A team is good, even very 
good, but they’re not good enough. And they know it, so their GM gets to 
work and adds a big name. That won’t come cheap, but that’s fine, 
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because the NHL is a league of recognizing windows and taking 
advantage of them. In a world where big stars almost never get to free 
agency and only rarely are traded during the offseason, the deadline can 
be the only time to land a real impact player. Even if it’s only for one 
playoff run, you do what you have to do. 

It’s worth noting that these trades are almost always a one-and-done. 
That doesn’t mean that a team can’t make any other deals at all. (See 
the Rangers landing Tyler Motte, as an example.) But as far as the big 
moves, teams seem to only ever have room to make one. 

And sure, these deals will sometimes backfire. But when they do, it’s a 
problem for down the road. For now, you’ve just made a Cup contender 
even better. What could go wrong? 

The Rangers get: 

  Tyler Motte 

The Senators get: 

  Julien Gauthier 

  2023 seventh-round pick 

So how did each team fare in this deal? We asked @hayyyshayyy and 
@seangentille to break it down:https://t.co/sp5kIORgYg 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) February 19, 2023 

The Big Swing from a Team That Isn’t a Contender But Apparently 
Thinks It Is 

Oh, right. 

Everyone is side-eyeing the Islanders fans right now and it’s getting 
awkward. Let’s just move on. 

The Shopping Spree 

Remember how we said that big swings were almost always a one-and-
done. This is where that “almost” comes in. Despite what you might 
assume, there’s actually no rule in the books that says a team can only 
make one big mid-season move. With some smart cap management and 
asset accumulation, a contender could get to the deadline with the ability 
to make multiple major moves. 

It’s rare. And some would argue it’s next to impossible in a hard cap 
world. But while the days of teams pulling a 1999 Red Wings are 
probably over, we have seen teams load up. Remember, last year’s 
Avalanche made four separate trades for players that ended up being 
part of their Cup run. Let’s keep that in mind the next time somebody tells 
you that championship teams rarely make moves at the deadline. 

I guess what I’m trying to say is: Do it, Chris Drury. 

The Obvious Overpay For a Guy Who Isn’t Good 

We covered this whole phenomenon a few weeks ago, but some GMs 
just can’t help themselves. 

This is always such a weird moment for a fan. You want your team to do 
something “big” and they just did. You’re reading through trade grades, 
and a lot of them seem pretty positive. You keep finding quotes from 
anonymous front-office types, talking about what a great move this was 
and how the new guy will bring all the right intangibles. But in the back of 
your mind, you’re not sold. Really? This guy nobody cared about three 
months ago is the key to a championship? 

And of course, he isn’t. Years later, nobody will be able to figure out why 
the trade was made. Sometimes, it only takes weeks. But for a few days, 
at least, you get to be excited. 

Silver 

Named after the infamous Ryan Getzlaf/Bobby Ryan awards show 
sketch, the Silver is a deadline where a team doesn’t do much of 

anything. But they were so close, and their GM wants to make sure you 
know all about it. 

That big superstar who got moved? Your team was in on that. The 
veteran OGWAC rental? They were right there. The under-the-radar 
addition that the analytics guys all love? Dude, they thought they had 
him, it was practically a done deal. The Gretzky trade back in ‘88? You 
won’t believe this, but … 

To pull off a Silver, a GM has to have a rare combination of risk aversion 
and PR skills. He won’t get anything meaningful done to help his team, 
but he’ll absolutely work all of his media contacts to make sure you know 
he was trying. 

The Third Wheel 

My son gets very mad when he’s playing online video games and 
somebody “third parties,” which is to say jumps into a one-on-one battle 
that was already happening. I hope he doesn’t follow the NHL trade 
deadline, because these days that seems to be half the strategy for a lot 
of teams. 

We’ve already seen it once this year, when the Wild got involved in the 
Ryan O’Reilly trade. We’ll surely see it again. And in a cap world, it 
makes sense. A team is basically buying draft picks, and under the right 
circumstances, they’re getting them at bargain-bin prices. As a fan, you 
can’t complain. You just hope that this isn’t all your team does, because 
you can pretend to care about so many fourth-round picks. 

One downside of these moves: You might see a headline about a three-
way trade, get all excited, and then realize that one of the three teams is 
just a third wheel. 

Ryan O’Reilly is traded to Toronto — and here’s how the #mnwild played 
a role 

If you’re bothered by this because you don’t understand what or why the 
Wild did what they did (despite us forewarning you of this strategy for a 
week!), here’s my story>>> https://t.co/zmNKvLkAXR 

— Michael Russo (@RussoHockey) February 18, 2023 

Buridan’s Deadline 

The first decision any team has to make as the deadline approaches 
should be simple: Are we buying or selling? Most of the time, it’s an easy 
call. Sometimes it’s not, and a GM has to step back and take a hard look 
at this team before making a decision. 

Or at least, he’s supposed to make a decision. Sometimes a GM doesn’t, 
and ends up stuck in the middle. He doesn’t want to give up on the 
season, so he’s willing to add. But he also doesn’t want to lose any of his 
pending UFAs for nothing, so he’s willing to move them. But only if he 
can replace them with somebody else. Unless the price is too high. But it 
still might be worth it. After all, we’re only a few points back, and if our 
goalie got hot … 

If a GM gets too into his own head, there’s a very good chance that he 
winds up in the next category. 

The Team That Does Nothing 

Nothing big. Nothing small. Nothing in between. Nothing at all. Just total 
paralysis. Hope you like 10 hours of deadline day coverage with no 
mention of your favorite team, followed by a brief clip of your GM staring 
blankly into a camera at 3:05 and mumbling about how “we like our 
group”. 

This is the absolute worst type of deadline for a fan. Luckily, it’s also 
pretty rare, thanks to our last category… 

The Team That Does Nothing Except For One Small Move So They Can 
Say They Did Something 

Ha! You can’t say the GM didn’t do anything, because he did. 
Specifically, he dealt this minor leaguer you’ve never heard of for a 
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different guy you’ve never heard of. You want trades? This is, in the 
strictest technical sense, a trade. 

It’s always fun when these are the deals that “trickle in” an hour after the 
deadline, because you can just picture the desperate phone calls 
between GMs who realize they’re about to get roasted by the fan base if 
they can’t get something into the official record. 

Note: There is a 100 percent chance that the GM who makes this trade 
has, at some point in the last two weeks, sworn that he “won’t make a 
trade just for the sake of making a trade”. 
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With Cale Makar’s head injuries, everyone is following protocol, but is 
that enough? 

 

Peter Baugh 

 

Two times this month, Cale Makar left a game after taking contact to his 
head. Two times this month, Makar returned to play. And two times this 
month, Makar was diagnosed with a head injury in the following days. 

Avalanche coach Jared Bednar announced Tuesday that Makar has a 
concussion after a collision in the game against St. Louis on Saturday, 
and Makar will be out through at least the team’s games Friday and 
Saturday. The star defenseman was back in the gym Tuesday, Bednar 
said, and is once again going through the NHL’s concussion protocol, 
which starts with limited activity and works its way up to controlled 
contact. 

Makar’s two recent head injuries are connected, Bednar said. And 
though the Avalanche say they followed the league requirements, 
Makar’s successive head injuries raise questions as to whether the 
league protocols could be improved. Should the independent concussion 
spotter have pulled Makar from Saturday’s game in St. Louis? Did he 
return too quickly to game action if he was still susceptible to sustaining a 
related injury? Or is it simply impossible to have one set of protocols for 
players who might all react differently? 

Makar’s first head injury this season came Feb. 7, when he took a 
shoulder to the head from the Penguins’ Jeff Carter. The independent 
concussion spotter in Pittsburgh pulled Makar from that game, but he 
went through the league’s required steps to return to action, which 
includes testing in a distraction-free room. 

“We follow the protocol,” Bednar said. “If he’s got tests to do, then he 
does them. If he’s cleared and he feels good to go back in, then he goes 
back in.” 

Makar returned to that game, but he woke up the next day feeling bad. 
Concussions symptoms, of course, don’t always show up immediately. 
So the defenseman went into the league’s protocol laid out for if a player 
suffers a concussion and missed four games. 

The star defenseman returned to the lineup against St. Louis, only to 
collide with Blues forward Alexei Toropchenko on a Colorado power play. 
Toropchenko’s arm came across the front of Makar’s head — it was 
essentially an accidental punch — and the defenseman immediately 
grabbed his face and skated to the bench. Makar told the Colorado 
Springs Gazette postgame that he thought his visor had hit his face and 
bruised his nose. He returned to the game and said he hoped to play the 
next day against Edmonton “unless anything turns.” 

“If you’re going out for a nose injury and you’re bleeding out of your nose 
and you get fixed, then you’ve got to listen to the player,” Bednar said. 
“There wasn’t a concern for him coming back in. He was just getting work 
done on his nose.” 

But once again, Makar woke up the next morning feeling bad. He didn’t 
suit up against the Oilers and is in concussion protocol once again, just 
as he was after the injury he sustained against Pittsburgh. 

“He takes the time he needs (after Pittsburgh),” Bednar said. “He’s 
feeling good to play. He’s passed all the tests. He comes back in. He 
gets bumped again. They’re obviously related. I don’t think he goes into 
protocol on the hit in St. Louis with the glove to the face in any other 
occasion likely, except for the fact that he’s just coming out of one.” 

Given Makar’s recent history, should the Avalanche trainers have kept 
Makar out of the game after the Toropchenko hit, just out of precaution? 
Bednar said he doesn’t believe so, because Makar wasn’t feeling 
symptoms in the moment and the staff was under the impression that it 
was a nose injury. But perhaps — even without the spotter radioing down 
and even if there is no way to know if Makar had made anything worse 
by returning to the game — the team could have taken the more cautious 
route. Toropchenko made contact with Makar’s head, even if not 
particularly hard, and the defenseman had already experienced delayed 
symptoms once. 

Bednar, now 50, dealt with concussions as a player, back when there 
was no league protocol. He played through them because he didn’t know 
better. But he believes that now, awareness around the dangers of 
concussions is up. 

“(The league brushes) us up on (concussions) all the time,” Bednar said. 
“We watch the same stuff and new stuff constantly as the year goes. It 
starts right in training camp.” 

But the coach doesn’t think there are changes that can prevent similar 
situations, saying “the protocol is in place because they deem it the best 
protocol to make sure players are safe and able or unable to return to 
play.” 

He added that, if Makar said he needed more time to recover, the team 
would give it to him. Once the player passes his tests, the coach said, the 
staff listens to how he is feeling. Bowen Byram, who battled concussion 
issues in both the 2020-21 and 2021-22 seasons, backed that up. 

“Our trainers do a good job making sure we’re comfortable, making sure 
we’re ready to go,” Byram said. “There’s never any pressure from any 
part of our team.” 

Now Makar will once again go through concussion protocol. And once 
again, after he passes the required tests, the staff will trust his judgement 
as to when to return. 

“Our players are truthful,” Bednar said. “We want them to be truthful 
because it’s their long-term health and short-term health involved in it. 
We want what’s best for our guys.” 
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NHL teams ‘know who the banks are’: Third-party brokers, haggling over 
rates and a rising trend in trades 

 

Michael Russo, Joe Smith 

 

The elevator door opened early Friday evening, and Chris O’Hearn, 
holding a to-go container of dinner, walked in. 

“Hi Kelly,” the Wild’s assistant general manager said with a big smile, 
exchanging pleasantries with the always-friendly elevator operator who 
was about to give him a ride to the press box to catch warmups with GM 
Bill Guerin before a big divisional matchup against the Stars. 
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O’Hearn was relaxed, cracking jokes and shooting the breeze with 
reporters like he didn’t have a care in the world. 

He had no clue that about 45 minutes later, he would have to put his — 
in his own self-deprecating words — “limited math skills” to the test and 
crunch some complicated numbers frantically over the course of two 
hours. 

At 7:01 p.m., seven minutes before puck drop, the call came in. 

It was Brandon Pridham, O’Hearn’s Maple Leafs counterpart. 

“Here’s the deal,” Pridham said. “We’re trading for Ryan O’Reilly, and we 
need your help.” 

The Blues were willing to retain 50 percent of O’Reilly’s $1 million salary 
and $7.5 million cap hit in the deal, and the Maple Leafs were hoping to 
filter O’Reilly through Minnesota so the Wild could eat another 25 
percent. 

O’Hearn said the Wild were interested. “Are we talking about tomorrow or 
are we talking about now?” he asked. 

“Yeah, now,” Pridham told him. 

In the previous few weeks, Guerin had made it known to his colleagues 
around the NHL that if they needed a team to help facilitate a trade in this 
way, he was ready to provide his banking services — for the right asset. 

The Wild aren’t the only team willing. 

One GM, who wasn’t involved in the trade and spoke under the condition 
of anonymity, told The Athletic he’s recently heard the same message 
from three GMs: “If you need someone to broker a deal, I have space 
and can be that team.” He estimated there are five third-party brokers, in 
all, now. Another GM said there are more than half a dozen. 

Either way, the first GM said, “when you get to the deadline, you know 
who the banks are.” 

Which teams could they be talking about? Looking at which ones have 
the most projected deadline cap space and available retention slots 
(more on those later) offers some obvious clues (along with The 
Athletic’s projected buyer/seller status): 

The Leafs clearly knew the Wild were willing, either because Guerin told 
them or just by doing the math themselves. 

The Wild entered 2022-23 with $12.7 million in dead money because of 
the Zach Parise and Ryan Suter buyouts, but they have accrued a 
significant amount of cap space since, in myriad ways. 

First, they’ve been largely healthy since Thanksgiving, so they’ve kept 
their roster number to the bare minimum. A recent call-up of Adam 
Beckman was their first non-emergency recall since Dec. 27. 

There was also a five-day window where Tyson Jost, claimed off waivers 
by the Sabres, and his $2 million cap hit were off the Wild’s roster before 
they picked up Ryan Reaves and his $1.75 million cap hit from the 
Rangers. They also saved $2.9 million by trading Cam Talbot to Ottawa 
for Filip Gustavsson in July and found a way to dump Dmitry Kulikov’s 
$2.25 million cap hit on Anaheim in August. 

The Wild accrued so much cap space that earlier this month CapFriendly 
estimated that by March 3, they will be able to acquire nearly $15 million 
in players. 

Back to Friday, O’Hearn got off the phone, talked to Guerin, told him 
roughly what this would cost the Wild and got his approval. 

He began crunching the numbers and confirmed that 25 percent of 
O’Reilly’s $1 million salary with 30 percent left in the season (55 days left 
out of 185) would cost the Wild just $74,324. 

A fourth-round pick is a reasonable ask for that, considering what other 
third-party conduits have been paid in recent years. 

O’Hearn tabulated the cap hit, and it came to $557,432. He called the 
NHL’s Central Registry, and they confirmed his numbers were accurate. 

Still, while a prorated $557,000 cap hit out of O’Reilly’s $1.875 annual hit 
seems substantial, it was palatable for the Wild with all the space they 
have left. 

Even with Beckman up and the 25 percent O’Reilly retention, 
CapFriendly has the Wild with $2.9 million of space. That means they 
can still add $10.4 million worth of players today, with that number 
estimated to increase to $12.9 million by March 3. If they call somebody 
else up, that number decreases. If they send Beckman or somebody else 
back to Iowa when injured Marcus Foligno returns, the number 
increases. 

That the Wild were working all of this out during the game against the 
Stars was obvious. Guerin and O’Hearn kept standing up, meeting, then 
leaving their booth to make phone calls or take a walk. 

After chatting with owner Craig Leipold to get his OK, O’Hearn met with 
assistant director of player development Matt Hendricks to let him know 
the Wild were going to trade forward prospect Josh Pillar to the Blues for 
O’Reilly as part of the deal. Pillar is a 2021 fourth-round pick they did not 
plan to sign by the June 1 deadline. He’d ultimately get dished to 
Toronto. 

Around 9 p.m. CT, three separate trade calls began after O’Hearn made 
temporary roster room for O’Reilly by placing Foligno on injured reserve. 

First, the Blues and Wild had a trade call where the league went over all 
the particulars — making sure no-trade clauses weren’t violated, that the 
player was healthy, that his pay was up to date. Then, after the Blues-
Wild call was complete, St. Louis hung up, O’Hearn stayed on the line 
and the Maple Leafs joined to complete the Minnesota-Toronto portion of 
the trade. There was also a Blues-Maple Leafs call. 

When the three-way deal was announced by the respective teams, the 
Wild knew everything but the pieces going back and forth between the 
Blues and Maple Leafs. Interestingly, Guerin didn’t have one 
conversation with Maple Leafs GM Kyle Dubas during the process. It was 
all O’Hearn and Pridham, with Guerin and Dubas advising on the 
periphery. 

It won’t be the last time this plays out before March 3 with five, six or 
more “banks,” plus many bad contracts in need of moving and teams in 
need of cap help. 

For instance, it’s highly anticipated that the Bruins are eager to add a 
defenseman like the Blue Jackets’ Vladislav Gavrikov or the Coyotes’ 
Jakob Chychrun, but they’ll need a third party to broker the deal by 
retaining a portion of the cap or taking on a bad contract. 

Which teams are going to need some cap maneuvering to add at the 
deadline? What are their options to make it all work financially? 
https://t.co/Ndj8ADoUns 

— Shayna (@hayyyshayyy) February 21, 2023 

Retained salaries have become part of the hockey lexicon since they 
were added as an interesting wrinkle in the new collective bargaining 
agreement in 2013, but this trade deadline could be the peak for third-
party intermediaries. 

There are some rules to be aware of in plotting out your favorite team’s 
path to a megadeal, though. 

A club can’t absorb more than 50 percent of a player’s annual cap 
hit/salary in any trade. And teams can only have up to three contracts 
(retention slots) on their payroll that were moved under the retaining 
salary provision. 

So you can only be a “banker” so many times. 

Also, only 15 percent of your upper-limit cap amount can be used by the 
money you have retained in trades. 
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The 50 percent limitation on retention is what sparked the idea of having 
brokers help. But only recently has that become more popular. There 
was the Robin Lehner deal to Vegas from Chicago at the 2020 trade 
deadline, with the Leafs retaining a $1.1 million cap hit ($189,247 in 
actual cash) for a fifth-rounder. There were three more such deals at the 
2021 deadline, including the Lightning getting David Savard from 
Columbus using the Red Wings as the broker. 

It’s not a coincidence that this is happening during a three-year span 
when the salary cap has gone up just $1 million, from $81.5 million in 
2019-20 to $82.5 million this year. 

“A lot of this has been compounded because of our flat cap,” Stars GM 
Jim Nill said on The Athletic Hockey Show last Wednesday. “This is just 
part of the process now. We all make decisions, signing players. Part of 
that now is if you want to make trades, there are limited resources, cap-
wise, financially, so you do have to get other parties involved.” 

How do brokers make themselves known? One GM said he’s seen 
teams notify each other via a group email, via phone call or face-to-face 
in a press box during a game. 

It’s believed Guerin has spent the past month doing that whenever the 
Wild face another team. 

“Through my conversations with teams, teams will bring up whether, 
‘Hey, we are in a situation that if you need to move some money, some 
cap room, we’re open for business,’” Nill said. 

Added another GM, “If you have space and you’re not using it and you 
need assets and are willing to take on the salary component, it makes 
sense. And it’s almost like they’ll be competing who will take the money 
for the least amount. That’s the nature of it. 

“You can haggle. There’s a little bit of gamesmanship where teams that 
need you to eat money may shop around for the best loan, and the team 
with the lowest interest rates lands the deal.” 

As for determining the value of retaining money, GMs often go by 
precedent. The compensation has so far been between a fourth- and 
sixth-round pick, some in the current year and others in the future: 

It’s rare for teams to aid division rivals, though the rebuilding Red Wings 
did retain money in the Lightning’s 2021 deadline deal for Savard. Of 
course, it helped that Lightning GM Julien BriseBois and Detroit GM 
Steve Yzerman have a strong relationship from a decade together in 
Tampa. The Panthers helped another East contender in the Hurricanes’ 
2022 Max Domi deal, but Florida also had traded a number of draft picks 
the previous few seasons and needed to restock. 

“Sometimes brokers don’t want to help teams in their conference,” said 
one GM. “That might limit who they can work with and who you can work 
with. There’s usually enough options out there, depending on how much 
you want them to eat. If it’s not that much, you’re going to have options.” 

The flurry of activity in the Wild executive suite Friday showed why these 
deals can be so complicated, though. 

“It’s hard to swing these deals,” said one GM. “It’s hard to (A) swing the 
first deal and (B) find a second partner. The odds of people fighting over 
the same brokerage fee, I think, is not impossible but unlikely.” 

In the Wild’s case, there were other incentives also. By facilitating the 
move, they got O’Reilly out of the West (where conference rivals 
Winnipeg, Los Angeles, Colorado and Dallas could have been interested 
— especially with rumors starting to circulate Friday that fellow center 
Jonathan Toews wasn’t going to be traded) and also pushed the Blues 
further into “sell mode.” And if they had refused, they would have done it 
knowing full well the Maple Leafs would move along to the next banker. 

Now, these deals really only work if the player being filtered is in the last 
year of his deal. 

For instance, one GM gets a kick out of stories speculating that San 
Jose’s Erik Karlsson could be traded if a team like, say, the Oilers can 

find a third party to eat part of the four remaining years of Karlsson’s 
$11.5 million-per-year contract. 

“I think that’s an impossible deal to make because who can take on years 
of salary retention unless you’re a team that needs to get to the floor?” 
the GM said. 

Nill agreed: “It’s OK to do it in the last year of a contract. It’s a lot easier 
to do if there’s going to be two months left in the season, so you’re down 
to really 50-60 (days) of payroll left. Much harder to do if you start talking 
two, three, four, five, six years on a contract. That’s a different story.” 

Still, the acceleration of these deals, and more to come at this deadline, 
does spark the imagination. You have to wonder, though, if this is 
temporary and the trend will reverse if the cap makes its expected jump 
in coming years. 

“Eventually, the cap is going to keep going and we go back to normal,” 
one GM said. “The other thing, too, is a lot of the same teams are going 
to be buyers year after year, so eventually you run out of assets. You run 
out of stuff to give someone to buy.” 

The Athletic’s Charlie O’Connor contributed to this story. 
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ESPN / Jantelagen, the Swedish mantra of putting team before self 

 

Ryan S. Clark 

 

What's your favorite thing about Rasmus Dahlin? 

This is the question members of the Buffalo Sabres are being asked by 
their social media team after practice has ended. 

They say Dahlin is really funny. They say Dahlin has great hair. They say 
Dahlin is extremely talented in a variety of ways. One teammate's answer 
was that Dahlin is Swedish. Another went as far as to say Dahlin has 
always had his back. It eventually led to a few coaches and players 
wondering whether the 22-year-old star defenseman was asked what he 
liked about himself. 

"Are you asking everyone this question?" Dahlin said. "Oh my God. No." 

Dahlin then walked back to the dressing room, which left everyone 
around him laughing. What he did in that moment was more than a polite 
way to get out of answering the question. The fact that Dahlin asked 
about the group first while placing himself second, then chose not to talk 
about himself, is rather significant in its own right. 

Back home in Sweden, it's referred to as Jantelagen. 

What is Jantelagen exactly? Essentially, it's putting the success of the 
group before the accomplishments of the individual, and it has been part 
of the traditional cultural belief system in Sweden for hundreds of years. 

Sounds perfect, particularly in hockey, where one of the game's staples 
is having a team-first mentality, right? 

Not necessarily. Jantelagen can be more complicated than that. 

"We don't like to brag, we don't like to put ourselves before the group. 
That's how Sweden works, I guess," Dahlin said. "But there's also a good 
part about being yourself and not being scared to be yourself. It's a huge 
question." 

"It's probably more of a problem than it is a blessing, to be honest with 
you," Nashville Predators winger Filip Forsberg said. 

THE ORIGIN STORY of Jantelagen and its roots are nuanced. 
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Benjamin Bigelow, who is an assistant professor of Scandinavian studies 
at the University of Minnesota, said Jantelagen isn't uniquely Swedish. 
Bigelow said the concept also exists within Danish and Norwegian 
cultures because of the overlapping history shared among the three 
nations. It also exists in Finland and Iceland. 

It's part of what can make pinpointing an exact origin story so 
challenging. 

Kristian Næsby, a former Scandinavian studies professor at the 
University of Washington, said the concept originated in Denmark 
following the Napoleonic Wars. Næsby said the events of the war forced 
Denmark to realize it was no longer a power and "what was lost on the 
outside must be gained on the inside." 

"The co-ops and unions started growing at this time," Næsby said. "The 
dedication to a really strong education for everyone started at this time. 
So did the first steps toward a welfare system because we cannot afford 
to leave anyone behind." 

Bigelow said the studies into Jantelagen's impact into traditional Swedish 
society revealed what was a historically weak nobility. That led to farmers 
and peasants aligning themselves with the monarchy as a way of 
guaranteeing a level of autonomy and security. 

From there, it eventually paved the way for Scandinavian nations to have 
social benefits such as paid parental leave and universal, highly 
subsidized health care. 

As for the name itself? It originated in the 1933 satirical novel "A Fugitive 
Crosses His Tracks" by Danish-Norwegian author Aksel Sandemose, 
which provided a name for a shared Nordic experience in the fictional 
town of Jante. This is why there is some variation of the name in 
Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden that essentially 
translates to the "Law of Jante." 

"Since Sandemose coined it, it's been this handy way of describing this 
social reality that already existed," Bigelow said. "It goes back to this long 
tradition of idealized Nordic farmers or peasants enjoying a fair amount of 
autonomy and political clout in Sweden, Denmark and Norway. But that's 
also sort of painting it with a broad brush." 

"Not that it is necessarily explicit to one area, and it is talked about with 
how people come up in sports with the importance of being a good 
teammate," said Næsby, who is Danish. "But the idea of equality and 
sameness is celebrated [in Nordic nations]. There are really strong ideas 
of community and ideas of trust and how everybody must contribute for a 
society or a sports team to be a success. Everyone must stay together." 

Predators defenseman Mattias Ekholm said being raised in Sweden 
meant he grew up learning that everyone is equal, and should have 
access to the same opportunities and social programs. He also said 
growing up in Sweden meant there was an importance placed on 
kindness and being helpful to one another, as if the nation were one big 
team. 

Or as Seattle Kraken winger Andre Burakovsky more bluntly put it: It's 
knowing everyone is the same and that nobody is bigger than anyone 
else. 

"It just comes natural. It comes from your parents, and probably a lot of 
Swedes take it for granted a little bit because you don't think about it," 
Kraken forward Alex Wennberg said while sitting next to Burakovsky. 
"But when you bring it up? You're like, 'Oh yeah, maybe that is different.' 
I think with Swedish people, it's the way we are. We're a smaller country 
than the United States and we have a different approach to it." 

It's an approach that easily aligns with an NHL team environment. 

"I think we are all based on that team-first mentality, which translates 
pretty well once you get over here," Forsberg said. 

Minnesota Wild goaltending prospect Jesper Wallstedt was speaking to 
ESPN for a story about goalie tandems. Wallstedt, a first-round pick by 

the Wild in 2021, explained how he believed in doing what is best for the 
team even if that meant being on the bench. 

Wallstedt said he has a two-pronged approach for why he is open to 
being on the bench if that's what is required. The first is he wants to win. 
The second stems from Jantelagen and the experiences he had when he 
was younger. 

Since turning pro as a teenager, he has typically been the youngest 
player on every team he's been on by at least three or four years. 
Wallstedt said being that young meant showing humility and respect for 
those older teammates with the hope others do the same. 

"Everyone in Sweden is so humble and the most important thing my dad 
taught me was to be humble around everyone," Wallstedt said. "He told 
me, 'Don't be a selfish little s---. Don't think only about yourself.'" 

ASKING SWEDES AROUND the NHL about Jantelagen draws a variety 
of reactions. Not that talking about Jantelagen is anything controversial. 
New York Rangers center Mika Zibanejad said that discussing 
Jantelagen is challenging because it can be hard to explain. 

Dahlin asked a reporter what they knew about Jantelagen before fully 
delving into the subject, acknowledging the positives before digging a 
little deeper. 

"But also Jantelagen takes away the good part about an individual," 
Dahlin said. "In every group, there are successful individuals, too. It's 
both ways. It's a great thing to have in a group and everybody is equal 
and on the same page. That's where I come from, but I also don't want to 
be a part of it because it is both good and bad." 

Forsberg expressed similar sentiments. 

"I think that's something that goes both ways," he said. "I do agree with 
some of the standards, but sometimes it gets a little too [much] even for 
my point of view." 

Constantly making the group the central focus also leads to some 
philosophical questions that could arguably be the most difficult aspect of 
Jantelagen. 

How does one go about finding individuality, expressing individuality and 
becoming comfortable with their individuality? Is there a way to feel pride 
about one's success without it coming across as arrogant? 

The short answer: It's extremely complicated for reasons that have 
everything and nothing to do with hockey. 

"If you are good at something you are doing or if you have success, there 
are definitely different ways of expressing that," Zibanejad said. "I don't 
think you should feel ashamed or say sorry for something good that 
you've done. As much as it's about the group, it's about every individual 
reaching their highest potential. But at the same time ... I don't think 
anyone's bigger than the team or the organization or the group that you 
are in. You can be a big part of that, but not bigger than everyone else." 

Being comfortable with one's individual success while also practicing the 
parts of Jantelagen that provide a critical sense of structure is a 
challenge several players cited. 

Forsberg offered a number of examples of what makes it so complex. He 
grew up playing youth hockey and handled losses differently than his 
teammates. Forsberg said his team could lose and his teammates were 
just happy they played a game. Asked how he reacted to a loss, 
Forsberg laughed and said he was "likely pissed and furious," which 
could be seen as being in conflict with placing the group before the 
individual. 

But the way Forsberg sees it, the drive he had as a child is what 
eventually helped him become a first-round draft pick and a three-time 
30-goal scorer in the NHL. It's also the reason, he said, his parents had 
to both scold and then console him after losses when he was a child. 

"I don't think anybody's necessarily striving to be average, and I think 
that's a little bit of the problem," Forsberg said. "You're allowed to be 
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good. I think that's the biggest part of it. You have to be allowed to 
compete, be allowed to try to achieve excellence and sometimes, the 
Swedish way is a little bit, 'good is good enough,' and I don't necessarily 
agree with that." 

Forsberg referenced an ongoing discussion around Swedish youth 
hockey. In 2016, the Swedish Ice Hockey Federation introduced new 
rules in which there are no standings kept for children under 13. The 
Athletic, in a story about the nation's development model, reported 
scores are kept during games but there are no written records of wins 
and losses. There are also no individual statistics kept for the regular 
season or tournaments at the U-13 level. 

Anders Larsson, the federation president, told the Swedish newspaper 
Dagens Nyheter at that time, "Children should be children, not young 
adults." 

"I think there is a fine line," Forsberg said. "There's definitely issues with 
being too young too, when you have U-8 elite hockey teams throughout 
the country like in the U.S. or Canada. You don't want either. But I think 
competitiveness can never be left out of the game, whether it is young 
kids or older kids. I think that is still a big part of it." 

PETER WALLEN IS an NHL agent from Sweden who represents several 
Swedish players, including Colorado Avalanche winger Gabriel 
Landeskog and Tampa Bay Lightning defenseman Victor Hedman. 

He agreed with Forsberg's assessment about why it is important to keep 
the competitive nature within youth sports. Wallen's belief is that no 
nation has a better development model than Sweden, and it's something 
that should be celebrated. 

Nearly 11% of the players in the NHL are Swedish, which ranks third 
behind Canada (42%) and the U.S. (27.5%), according to QuantHockey. 

"The kids know who scored, who won the game. Why hide it?" Wallen 
asked. "Why? Is that something bad and ugly we need to hide?" 

Wallen also spoke to the complications that come with wanting to be 
proud of individual success within the scope of Jantelagen. He said in the 
U.S., there is a feeling of acceptance to talk about your success and how 
you made it happen. Wallen said in Sweden, it's OK to have success, but 
there are certain aspects individuals should keep to themselves. 

But how does that work in a business like Wallen's, where agents have to 
sell their clients to teams or sell themselves to prospective clients? When 
it comes to speaking to teams, Wallen said he tries to show executives 
that his players can meet a demand. 

"I never blow smoke up their a--es," Wallen said. "I always have a 
backup for what I am saying. I also have the same backup when I am 
marketing my clients to the GMs because I think that is what the 
business is. Most of my clients don't get too high on life from what I am 
seeing. We have conversations about that." 

How does that work for the players themselves? Yes, they play in a sport 
in which placing the group first is welcomed. But their individual 
performances matter, especially in key situations, when everyone is 
watching. 

Is that why New Jersey Devils winger Jesper Bratt will celebrate his 
assists, but his goal celebrations are more subdued? Bratt said he enjoys 
setting up his teammates and it makes him excited to see other people 
find happiness in something he does. 

"It's a blast scoring goals and I love scoring goals, but maybe that side of 
me [Jantelagen] comes out a little bit on goal celebrations," Bratt said. 
"I've had a lot of guys say that I should celebrate my goals a little bit 
more. Maybe I'll put on a show next time." 

Bratt said he feels Jantelagen is something that applies more to his 
personal life rather than his life as a hockey player. He said living in 
North America has allowed him to feel more comfortable about the 
balance between being a team player and caring a little more about his 
individual contributions. 

Ekholm said it is possible to have that balance of remaining humble, but 
also understanding that everyone who makes it to the NHL has to have 
"a little bit of an ego." 

"It's really hard. I don't think we teach people to be in that Jantelagen 
mentality but still have an ego," Ekholm said. "But the people who make 
it to that level do have to have that ego. Whether they are born with it or 
not, it's hard to say." 

Bigelow presented another item to consider: Is it possible Jantelagen is 
waning in a changing Sweden? 

A number of players who spoke to ESPN outlined the challenges with 
Jantelagen, which further underscores the complexities. 

Sweden is becoming more diverse, which has led to a rise in more 
diverse beliefs, Bigelow said. 

Other factors beyond the demographics also are changing, most notably 
the global media landscape in which platforms such as Instagram, Twitter 
and YouTube are hyperfocused on the individual. 

Is it possible all those factors could lead to some sort of shift in terms of 
Jantelagen? 

"Does Jantelagen still describe modern Scandinavian society? Less and 
less so," Bigelow said. "But if you are comparing it to America? Yes. 
Maybe it's the pressure to conform or if you take the average Swede, 
average Finn, average Norwegian and compare them to the average 
American, Jantelagen is a way of looking at this traditional belief." 
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ESPN / Top 10 NHL wingers of 2023 - Execs, players vote for best 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

After 18 seasons, Washington Capitals star Alex Ovechkin is still one of 
the top 10 wingers in the NHL, according to ESPN's 2023 positional 
ranking surveys -- but just barely. 

"The record he is chasing, getting ready to pass [Wayne] Gretzky, you 
have to tip your cap," a Western Conference team executive said of the 
37-year-old Ovechkin. "But there are players who are taking the mantle 
as top winger, who are at different ages and who impact games more 
than just being a goal scorer." 

ESPN's NHL position-by-position ranking collected 20 surveys 
representing those on the ice and behind the scenes. 

Here's how it worked: Surveys were conducted over the past two months. 
Respondents were asked to rank their current top 10 players at center, 
winger, defenseman and goaltender based on a predetermined list of the 
top 25-35 players at each position. Players ranked on each ballot were 
given a numerical score -- No. 1 earned 10 points, No. 2 got 9 points and 
so on. 

Ten NHL players were surveyed -- six from the Eastern Conference, four 
from the Western Conference. They range from NHL award nominees to 
veteran role players. To balance that perspective, we surveyed 10 people 
from the hockey operations departments of NHL teams, including three 
coaches and three general managers. 

Combined, their insights led to rankings that go behind fan conjecture 
and media narratives to reveal the best of the best, at least according to 
those inside the NHL. 

Here are the top 10 wingers, according to our surveys, with additional 
reporting from yours truly, Kristen Shilton and Ryan S. Clark to add 
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context to the choices. Stats are collected from sites such as Natural Stat 
Trick, Hockey Reference and Evolving Hockey. 

1. David Pastrnak, Boston Bruins 

161 Points | Age: 26 

Over the past five seasons, no right winger has scored more goals than 
Pastrnak's 185. He's a strong and fast skater with great hands and an 
uncanny ability to get his shot off quickly. Pastrnak is an elite power-play 
performer. He led the league in power-play goals in 2019-20 and ranked 
behind only Leon Draisaitl (91) in goals with the man advantage (72) over 
the past five seasons. 

"Pastrnak is a heck of a player," a veteran skater said. "I think [Brad] 
Marchand and [Patrice] Bergeron have helped him so much." 

From 2016-17 to 2020-21, Pastrnak was a mainstay on the Bruins' top 
line with Marchand and Bergeron, forming the NHL's best trio with an 
unparalleled ability to dominate in both ends of the rink. But over the past 
two seasons, Pastrnak spent more time away from that duo than with 
them. His production hasn't suffered: The winger has 75 points in 55 
games in 2022-23, including the second-most goals (39) by any player. 

Pastrnak got six votes for first place and six for second place, the latter 
leading all players in the ranking. He appeared on every ballot. 

"His one-on-one ability. His shot. This guy is just an elite scorer and can 
create," a Western Conference executive said. "For so many years, it 
was Bergeron and Marchand with him. You are seeing even without 
those guys, he has the ability to create offense on his own. That is such a 
unique attribute and a player like that even at his age continues to 
develop." 

On top of all that talent, he's one of the league's best-dressed players 
and the kind of goofball who does a "Happy Gilmore" tribute during an 
NHL All-Star skills event. Is there anything he can't do? 

2. Nikita Kucherov, Tampa Bay Lightning 

141 Points | Age: 29 

While Pastrnak has him beat in goals over the past five seasons, 
Kucherov is the most productive right wing overall in the NHL during that 
span with a 1.43 points-per-game average. 

He had an incredible 361 points in 252 games, having missed the 56-
game 2020-21 season because of injury -- and in the process had 
"pulling a Kucherov" join the NHL lexicon, thanks to the Lightning's use of 
long-term injured reserve cap exemptions in his absence, which ended 
when the playoffs began. 

The Lightning have played for the Stanley Cup four times in his career, 
winning it twice. Since he appeared in the playoffs for the first time in 
2014, no player has more postseason points than Kucherov's 154 in 136 
games -- including a league-best 52 goals. 

This season, Kucherov is third in the NHL in points (79) through 55 
games. The 2018-19 Hart Trophy winner has 19 more points than 
anyone else on the Lightning roster this season. 

"Kucherov creates so much room for himself to make others better," one 
veteran skater said. 

The Lightning winger actually had more first-place votes (seven) than 
Pastrnak did. However, Kucherov was left off of two ballots completely by 
two current NHL players. 

3. Kirill Kaprizov, Minnesota Wild 

128 Points | Age: 25 

Not since the arrival of Alex Ovechkin in Washington had the NHL seen a 
left winger dominate offensively while helping to transform the reputation 
of his franchise. Gone were the days when the Wild were a defensive-
minded team without a superstar player. Begun, the "Kirill the Thrill" era 
had. 

"I just personally love watching Kaprizov play," a Western Conference 
exec said. "With no disrespect to the centermen in Minnesota, but he 
creates all on his own. He does not need a centerman to play with him. 
You are seeing the ability to create offense on his own. 

"But you are also seeing the chemistry he has with [Mats] Zuccarello. It's 
not just creating offense in a one-on-one situation, but everyone Kaprizov 
plays with he makes so much better. That just goes to show how much 
talent he has." 

Kaprizov has 66 points in 55 games this season. Over the past three 
seasons, he's fifth in the NHL in points among all players, with 225 in 192 
games. 

The Wild winger received one first-place vote and four second-, third- 
and fifth-place votes. One NHL team executive left him off their ballot 
completely, however. 

4. Mitch Marner, Toronto Maple Leafs 

128 Points | Age 25 

Marner's offensive production took a significant leap last season, when 
he tallied 97 points in 72 games. But the right wing didn't receive a single 
Hart Trophy vote thanks to the guy on the Maple Leafs who had 106 
points (and 60 goals) in 73 games. 

In other words, it's hard for Marner to receive proper credit for being one 
of the NHL's best two-way players when Auston Matthews casts such a 
long shadow. But with his fourth-place ranking among wingers in our 
survey, the right people have taken notice. 

"I'd have Marner in the top three," a veteran player said. "He creates so 
much and forces a lot of turnovers." 

Marner has 66 points in 57 games this season. His 230 points in 184 
games over the past three seasons puts him third overall in that span 
behind Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. 

"Marner, for me, is just a little more consistent and equally as dynamic as 
Kaprizov," a Western Conference executive said. 

His defensive ability separates him from many of his peers: Unlike the 
players ranked ahead of him here, Marner is a vital penalty killer for the 
Leafs. 

"I still think Marner does not get enough credit," a longtime NHL team 
executive said. "Away from Marner, Auston Matthews has been a lot less 
effective. Marner also kills penalties, and his defensive impact for them is 
also massive." 

Marner appeared on all 20 ballots, although his support was spread out 
over the rankings. He had two first-place votes. He also had six sixth-
place votes, more than any other winger. 

"I'd have Marner just a little lower on my list," an Eastern Conference 
exec said. 

5. Mikko Rantanen, Colorado Avalanche 

96 Points | Age: 26 

Rantanen had 66 points in 55 games this season, keeping the defending 
Stanley Cup champions in the hunt as they played through a seemingly 
unending collection of injuries. A right wing who can also play in the 
middle, he has that rare combination of size (6-4) and brilliant playmaking 
ability. 

While the Avalanche forward didn't receive a first-place vote, he had one 
second-place tally and led all wingers with six third-place votes. Those 
who support Mikko Rantanen really support Mikko Rantanen. 

"I'd have to take Rantanen ahead of Kaprizov," a Western Conference 
exec said. "Rantanen is a better all-around defensive player. But don't 
get me wrong, we're splitting hairs here." 
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Another executive said they believed Rantanen was "the most 
underrated player in the National Hockey League" today. 

"I was asking our scouts the other day: Who would you rather have? 
Draisaitl or Rantanen? Everyone said Draisaitl, and I did, too," the exec 
said. "But it was a conversation! When [Nathan] MacKinnon was out, he 
kept them above water. He's a Hart Trophy-type guy whether he gets that 
recognition or not. I love him." 

1:22 

Who got snubbed from the NHL top-10 wingers list? 

Greg Wyshynski breaks down some of the biggest snubs from ESPN's 
2023 NHL positional rankings. 

6. Brad Marchand, Boston Bruins 

83 Points | Age: 34 

Marchand's journey from "Little Ball of Hate" pest to arguably the second 
best left wing of his generation has been a remarkable one. The Bruins 
veteran has played to a 30-goal pace for seven straight seasons while 
growing into one of the better defensive forwards in the NHL, which is 
what playing with Patrice Bergeron will do for a guy. 

Boston coach Jim Montgomery summed up Marchand's tenacity in a 
memorable manner earlier this season. 

"It's amazing how he comes up with pucks. Like, the puck is in between 
three bodies and he's like a little Tasmanian Devil," Montgomery said. 
"He's twirling all around and the puck just seems to follow him. It's 
amazing. It just is. He tracks it. He fights for it. He'll bite your leg off for it. 
And that's why you love him." 

Marchand missed the beginning of the season following offseason 
surgery, but returned to tally 48 points in his first 47 games. 

He received one first-place vote for the NHL's top winger from a veteran 
NHL defenseman, but appeared on only 13 of 20 ballots in total. 

7. Artemi Panarin, New York Rangers 

76 Points | Age: 31 

The One True Breadman (sorry, Andrew Mangiapane) is an electrifying 
playmaker whose 161 points in his last 131 games ranks him ninth in the 
NHL over the last two seasons. Only Connor McDavid (139) had more 
assists than Panarin (121) in that span. 

"Panarin makes everyone around him better," an NHL veteran player 
said. "I think [Vladimir] Tarasenko is going to score like 50 goals with the 
Rangers before the end of the season." 

Panarin appeared on 14 of 20 ballots, and received two first-place votes: 
one from a current NHL player and one from a team executive. 

8. Matthew Tkachuk, Florida Panthers 

62 Points | Age: 25 

The Panthers traded their leading scorer Jonathan Huberdeau and top 
defensive defenseman MacKenzie Weegar to the Calgary Flames to 
acquire Tkachuk last summer. That was quite the price to pay, as was 
the eight-year, $76 million contract extension he received. All Tkachuk 
has done this season is justify all of it and then some: 78 points in 57 
games, including 28 goals. 

That effort built off his career-best 42 goals and 104 points last season, 
as the physical winger and Keith Tkachuk scion blossomed into a 
superstar. 

"I love watching Tkachuk. You are seeing how much Calgary misses him 
this year," a Western Conference executive said. "You're seeing the 
intensity and the grit that he brings not only from creating chances off the 
rush but just down low and around the net. He's an emotional leader that 
pulls his teammates into the battle and fight type of element. It's not just a 

compete level but it is also the high-end skill that he has to back it up to 
make a lot of plays." 

He's also someone that drives play for the Panthers, as Florida averaged 
4.22 expected goals per 60 minutes of 5-on-5 play when he's on the ice. 

"Tkachuk, for me, is one of the best players in the league in terms of the 
impact he has on his team," a longtime team executive said. 

While Tkachuk didn't have a first-place vote, he had three third-place 
votes and appeared on 12 of 20 ballots. 

9. Jason Robertson, Dallas Stars 

56 points | Age: 23 

One of the breakout stars of the past two seasons, the Dallas left wing 
has 75 goals in 131 games in that span, ranking him eighth overall. His 
puck-handling, quick shot and feel for the game blend together to make 
Robertson a dynamic talent. He's also one of the best at creating scoring 
chances in tight quarters around the opponents' net. 

"He's so committed to getting himself better," Dallas GM Jim Nill told 
ESPN in December. "He has a special gift. He has great hockey sense, 
great hands, great puck skills. But he simply doesn't stop working. He 
works all the time." 

Is No. 9 a little low for Robertson, who could be a Hart Trophy finalist this 
season? Perhaps. He appeared on 13 ballots but didn't garner a vote in 
anyone's top three. Robertson did receive three fourth-place and fifth-
place votes apiece, and there was a considerable gap between him and 
the last player to make the top 10. 

10. Alex Ovechkin, Washington Capitals 

36 Points | Age: 37 

The Russian Machine passed Gordie Howe this season for second all-
time in career goals, currently sitting on 812 with Wayne Gretzky's NHL 
record of 894 goals in sight. Ovechkin has 33 goals in 54 games. The 
next highest Capitals player has 13. 

Offensively, there's no question that Ovechkin still has the goods. But the 
totality of his game is the issue for some of his critics. Washington 
averages 2.97 expected goals against per 60 minutes with Ovechkin on 
the ice at 5-on-5, which is the highest average for any Capitals player 
(min. 10 games). 

"I'd have Ovechkin a little bit lower. I know that probably sounds crazy 
with the record he is chasing right now," an Eastern Conference 
executive said. 

Others felt that a few wingers that didn't make the cut were more worthy 
than The Great 8. 

"How is a guy like Jake Guentzel or Chris Kreider not in there over 
Ovechkin at this point?" a veteran player asked. 

"I get Ovechkin being on the list, but he would be off my list," a Western 
Conference exec said. "He's awesome, don't get me wrong. To me, I 
would have a few of the younger players like Timo Meier or Andrei 
Svechnikov ahead of him. Ovechkin is a great goal-scorer. But those 
other guys are a bit more well-rounded players." 

One NHL veteran player said Ovechkin has reached the point in his 
career where some games bring out a bigger effort than others. 

"You get him in Buffalo on a Tuesday night, and Ovechkin might not be in 
the top 100 wingers," the player said. "But you get him against Pittsburgh 
on a Saturday night, and he might be top three." 

Honorable mentions 

Obviously, when combining left and right wings into one all-
encompassing category, there were going to be some players left outside 
the top 10 that might otherwise deserve it. Meier (San Jose Sharks), 
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Svechnikov (Carolina Hurricanes), Kreider (New York Rangers) and 
Guentzel (Pittsburgh Penguins) are a few of them. 

In the case of Kreider, only three wingers have scored more goals in the 
last two seasons than his 76 in 134 games. 

The next highest vote-getter was Winnipeg Jets winger Kyle Connor (25), 
who has the sixth most goals of any NHL player over the last four 
seasons. Vegas Golden Knights winger Mark Stone (23), Svechnikov 
(23) and Chicago Blackhawks star Patrick Kane (21) were right behind 
him. 

Kane is the only player to receive a first-place vote -- from a current NHL 
player -- and not make the top 10. Connor and Stone were the only 
players to receive second-place votes and not make the cut. 

Some of the executives with whom we spoke had their own passionate 
picks. 

"I'd have Brady Tkachuk in there. He's a little bit of a pest but in a good 
way," an Eastern Conference exec said of Tkachuk, who had 11 points in 
the voting. "I'd probably have him in there, maybe middle or bottom of the 
list." 

Gabriel Landeskog of the Colorado Avalanche had only one eighth-place 
vote out of 20 ballots, but had his support. "He's another player with huge 
5-on-4 time and had 59 points in 51 games," an Eastern Conference 
executive said. "Landeskog knows playoff hockey and playoff hockey is 
different." 

Finally, there's Jesper Bratt of the New Jersey Devils, who is tied for 10th 
in points for left wings (54) this season. He didn't receive a single vote for 
the top 10. 

"The guy that I think is not on the list but should be under serious 
consideration is Jesper Bratt. I think he is one of the best players nobody 
talks about," a longtime NHL team executive said. "If you look at him and 
Jack Hughes, what you see is he's a driver [of play] and makes things 
happen. He's really responsible on both ends of the ice as well." 
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Sportsnet.ca / ‘Gave me a chill’: Ryan O’Reilly’s line erupts for 13 points 
in Buffalo 

 

Luke Fox  

 

BUFFALO – To a man, they sensed it coming, this volcano of offence 
from the most hotly debated second line in hockey. 

“We’re close. Soon, we're going to start to take off,” Ryan O’Reilly vowed 
Tuesday morning in Buffalo, wearing new threads in his old town. 

“They look to me like a group that’s close to breaking out,” added coach 
Sheldon Keefe. 

John Tavares: “We feel maybe just a hair off.” 

And Mitch Marner: “Another game or so…” 

Well, all the hairs fell into place at KeyBank Center during a 6-3 cruise 
through the Buffalo Sabres, as the Toronto Maple Leafs’ third game of 
the O’Reilly era was nothing short of charmed. 

“I still, at times, gotta catch myself. I still can't believe it. Family growing 
up in Toronto and actually wearing (the Maple Leaf) now, it's a little 
surreal. But I’m excited,” said O’Reilly, running on adrenalin. “It’s 
awesome.” 

Tuesday, in a road barn overwhelmed with border-hopping Toronto fans, 
gave Leafs Nation a glimpse into just how awesome the Ontario Line can 
be. 

Yours to Discover. 

Sure, Keefe is still in the experimentation phase with his new centreman, 
who has, for now, pushed Tavares to the left wing and stirred healthy 
lineup debates in the process. 

But there was no denying the effectiveness of a rested and ready 
Tavares–O’Reilly–Marner on this night. 

O’Reilly scored on the game’s first shot when Marner found him in stride. 
Then again in that same shift, 37 seconds later, on the game’s second 
shot, when Marner sprung him alone on Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen. O’Reilly 
casually went forehand, backhand, roof. 

“It's much nicer playing with him than against him, that’s for sure,” 
O’Reilly said of his right winger. “Like that the first goal. Just going to the 
net, next thing it’s on my tape. I have the whole-open net. Just the plays 
he’s making, it's so dynamic, so dangerous. Johnny too. They’re so 
connected. They work so hard.” 

Left winger Tavares was the beneficiary of Marner’s magic in the very 
next shift.  

And in the 12 minutes and nine seconds Toronto needed to cave open a 
4-0 lead, Buffalo coach Don Granato had already burned his timeout, 
yanked his started goalie, and, perhaps, sacrificed a goat head. At that 
point, the Sabres had just three shots on net. 

“That first period, that's as dominant as we've been all season long. So, it 
was tremendous to see,” Keefe said. “We were executing at a very high 
level there. Mitch was really feeling it early in the game.” 

When the dust settled, Marner had registered a career-best five assists; 
Tavares had hung up four points from the flank; and O’Reilly, capping 
things off with an empty-netter, had registered a hat trick. That’s 
something he’d never done as a Sabre. 

“They were just at their best right from the start,” Keefe said. 

In all, the line finished with 13 points. 

Has O’Reilly ever been part of a trio so productive over 60 minutes? 

“I haven't. But I'll tell you, it’s a lot of fun, that's for sure,” said the new 
Leaf, flashing his tooth-deprived hockey smile. “I’m still kind of pinching 
myself at times.” 

There is poetry in the geography of O’Reilly’s breakout performance for 
Toronto. 

Remember, this was the town where he had once lost his passion for the 
game, the losing was so relentless. So often, he was on the Sabres' side 
of the QEW rivalry.  

But he holds no ill will against the club that dealt him away, for he now 
understands how a fresh start can rejuvenate. 

Prior to puck drop, O’Reilly — earbuds in, game face on — took a break 
from his pre-game warmup in the bowels of KeyBank Center when some 
young Sabres fans asked him to cheese for a photograph. He happily 
obliged. 

And by the time his third goal squeaked across the goal line, hats rained 
down on the One That Got Away. 

“Gave me a chill,” O’Reilly said. “Felt like a home game, in a sense.” 

Added Morgan Rielly: “I think tonight was maybe the best that I’ve seen 
(for road support). The hats on the ice in an away arena is pretty cool. 
So, kudos to our fans for coming out and being supportive.” 

As wildly successful as the Tavares-O’Reilly-Marner combination was 
Tuesday, Keefe maintains that this will be just one trick in his arsenal. 
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The coach wants options.  

At the very least, he can sleep easy knowing his stacked second unit can 
take over a game. 

“It’s a good sample of what we're capable of,” Keefe said. “I still feel at 
the end day, we’re going to have John back at centre.  

“But you want to build chemistry. And you want to build confidence that if 
and when you go to it, that’s what it's capable of.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Tage Thompson and O’Reilly were involved in the blockbuster Canada 
Day trade between the Blues and Sabres in 2018. 

O’Reilly on Thompson: “Tage has been, this year, unbelievable. I feel like 
every time you turn on the TV, it’s another highlight reel of something 
he’s doing. Even today watching videos of how skilled he is and dynamic 
he is, it will be very tough to play against him.” 

Thompson on O’Reilly: “He's really good at picking pucks off. He has a 
really good stick. You can’t be careless with pucks (around him).” 

• Noel Acciari has 13 hits through three games as a Maple Leaf. 

• Don’t look now, but Morgan Rielly is regaining his offensive groove, 
putting up eight points over his past eight games. His two primary assists 
on this road trip were beautiful zone-busting feeds to Marner and Michael 
Bunting. 

Sunday’s bank pass off the end-boards to Marner in Chicago was brilliant 
execution by both involved. 

“Just good communication with him,” Rielly says. “I know he likes that 
(play).” 

“I was kind of curling back there and had a bit of speed,” Marner 
explains. “I saw that D-man try to hold that blueline, and I went eye-to-
eye with him and just tried to say, ‘End wall,’ and lucky enough he heard 
me. 

“Great little bounce pass from him.”  

• O'Reilly has won 30 of his 43 faceoffs with the Leafs thus far.  

“The Factor, he’s just got a great stick,” Marner says. “Snaps back a lot 
of draws.” 

• Luke Schenn has entered the Jakob Chychrun–Vladislav Gavrikov 
Protection Program. 

The Vancouver defenceman has been bubble-wrapped while he awaits a 
trade. The rumoured asking price for the rental is a third-rounder. 

Toronto is interested in adding a blueliner of Schenn’s style, to be sure, 
but a third-rounder is the Maple Leafs’ highest pick remaining in the 2023 
draft. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Without their best stuff, Oilers grind out much-needed win 
over Flyers 

 

Mark Spector 

 

EDMONTON — The struggle, as they say, was real.  

The Philadelphia Flyers seemingly had the Edmonton Oilers; number, 
holding the National Hockey League’s highest scoring team to one goal 

in 65 minutes two weeks ago in Philly, and just 10 shots on goal through 
40 minutes in the Rogers Place rematch on Tuesday.  

Sleepy?  

People have more fun doing their taxes than the sellout crowd had for 40 
minutes, the Oilers playing a disconnected, clumsy game against a 
Flyers team that squeezed them in the neutral zone like Jacques 
Lemaire’s pet boa constrictor.  

“We didn’t really have our stuff. We were pretty flat,” admitted Oilers 
captain Connor McDavid. “Only 10 shots through 40? That isn’t good 
enough.”  

But, as the Oilers learned while coughing up three-goal leads in each of 
the past two games, a hockey game consists of three periods — not two. 
And for a change, it was Edmonton scoring the three goals in the final 
stanza.  

On a night when the Los Angeles Kings lost in regulation and the Vegas 
Golden Knights dropped a shootout, the Oilers gained ground by gutting 
out a 4-2 win over the Flyers.  

“You are down a goal and it didn’t go your way for 40 minutes, but you 
still have 20 minutes. That is the talk in the dressing room (between 
periods),” said Leon Draisaitl, who had a goal and three points. “At this 
time of year, no one really cares if it is pretty or not. We had played two 
good periods the last two games — the first two — and then kind of blew 
it in the third.  

“We will take the two points and move on.”  

Draisaitl tied the game early in the third period when the Flyers 
committed the cardinal sin, with Olle Lycksell taking a double minor for 
high-sticking Devin Shore. Philadelphia had handled the Oilers 
exceptionally well at even strength through five periods this season, but 
Edmonton’s second power-play goal of the evening gave the Oilers a 
lead they would not relinquish.  

This Oilers team dearly needed a solid third period, and to hold a lead.  

“That would be an understatement,” said McDavid, who played 10:12 of 
the third and delivered seven shots on goal plus two goals and an assist 
in the period. “We’ve been in really good positions the last week and 
didn’t find a way to close things out. We needed that.  

“You have to win games without your A stuff. It’s cliche that good teams 
find a way to win when they don’t have their stuff, but that was tonight,” 
he continued. “We did just enough to get a win. It’s going to take a lot 
more than that to win coming down the stretch, but give the boys credit.”  

Down the hall, Flyers head coach John Tortorella could only praise a 
Flyers team that, along with previous injuries, was without Travis 
Konecny after he was hurt Monday in Calgary.  

“I thought the team laid it out there. They did all the things we asked of 
them, and we played a hard game. We just couldn’t find a way to win,” he 
said.  

It was the last of a four-game, 1-3 road trip for an Eastern team that is 
used to sleeping in their own beds soon after most road games. Lord 
forbid they have to journey out to the colonies once a season, maybe 
leave home for as long as six days.  

“We’re a team playing four in six nights,” whined Tortorella. “We get bag-
skated through the trip, through a lousy game in Seattle, travel… It’s 
been a long trip.”  

Yeah, four whole games. We’d call the schedule maker if we were you, 
Torts.  

Anyhoo, on the same third period power-play goal, McDavid recorded his 
800th career point, Draisaitl notched career point No. 700, and Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins set a new career high with point No. 70 on the season.  
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They’ll have to chop that puck up into three pieces, though if McDavid 
kept a puck for every one of those milestones, his folks’ basement would 
run out of room.  

“They are two of the best players in the world, plain and simple,” Draisaitl 
said of his mates. “It is so much fun sharing the ice with these two. I feel 
very fortunate and very honoured that I get to play with these two for a 
long time.”  

The Oilers hit the road for a pair of games, in Pittsburgh and Columbus, 
before returning home to a stretch of games that includes home-and-
homes with each of Boston, Toronto and Winnipeg. All in and around the 
March 3 trade deadline, of course.  

It’s getting spicy here in Edmonton, with an Oilers team that has lost 
once in regulation since Jan. 11 — a span of 16 games. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Schenn's absence apparent as defensive breakdowns cost 
Canucks vs. Predators 

 

Iain MacIntyre  

 

NASHVILLE – Luke Schenn hasn’t even been traded and already the 
Vancouver Canucks miss him. 

On the night the National Hockey League team allowed Schenn to go 
home to Vancouver to await a likely trade, the Canucks’ defensive 
breakdowns and weakness in front of their net cost them in a 5-4 
shootout loss to the Nashville Predators. 

The Canucks did a lot of things right, outshooting the Predators 39-26, 
generally outworking them and pushing back with goals in the final 67 
seconds of regulation time by Conor Garland and Andrei Kuzmenko to 
force extra time and earn Vancouver a surprising point. 

But the way Vancouver surrendered goals, falling behind 2-0 and 4-2, 
clearly had coach Rick Tocchet frustrated.  

He offered short, confirmative post-game answers about his team’s 
defending, especially on Nino Niederreiter’s go-ahead goal for Nashville 
with 10 seconds remaining in the second period – 11.5 seconds after the 
teams faced off at centre ice following Sheldon Dries’ tying goal for 
Vancouver. 

“We got back in and you can't let your foot off a wounded snake,” 
Tocchet said. “A couple of bad reads by the D there. Yeah, it was a tough 
one.” 

The Canucks defence pairing was Tyler Myers and Riley Stillman, who 
finished minus-three and minus-two, respectively. Myers, easily 
Vancouver’s most experienced defenceman with Schenn and Oliver 
Ekman-Larsson (ankle injury) out, was on for all four Nashville goals. The 
Canucks were outshot 15-6 at five-on-five with Myers on the ice. 

“Yeah, they had a tough night,” Tocchet said of Myers-Stillman. 

Does his team need to be more robust in front of its net? 

“Yeah,” Tocchet said. “Yep.” 

He also said the Canucks deserved better, which they did.  

The Predators’ first goal, a third-chance rebound by Cole Smith after 
Vancouver goalie Collin Delia made two point-blank saves, looked 
offside. Still, frames from the replay showed Tanner Jeannot’s skate 
clearly inside the blue line ahead of the puck, although linesmen Travis 
Gawryletz and David Brisebois, with the backing of the NHL war room in 

Toronto, somehow confirmed a good goal and Tocchet was penalized for 
his coach’s challenge. 

“Wow,” he could be seen saying at the bench. 

But the Canucks outplayed the Predators the rest of the way. They 
forced overtime when Garland tipped in Quinn Hughes point shot at 
18:53 of the third period, 52 seconds before Kuzmenko redirected J.T. 
Miller’s pass past Nashville goalie Jusse Soros after skating the puck out 
of traffic and most of the way up the ice. 

But. . . but. . . 

“Once you have a little mistake or not pay attention to detail just for one 
second in this league, guys are too good and it goes into the back of your 
net,” Canuck defenceman Ethan Bear said. “It has always been that way 
and I've seen it all year.  

“But we're building towards being a good team, playing a good system. 
Toc and our coaches are preaching the right things. I wouldn't 
understand it unless I’d played in Carolina (last season). Seeing the way 
they operate, we're going in that same direction and it's good to see. It 
gives you hope.” 

Hope is what the trade of Schenn should bring if general manager Patrik 
Allvin finalizes a deal for his noble, depth defenceman before the March 
3 deadline. 

Trade discussions heated Monday night -- after the team arrived in 
Nashville – to the point that management made the decision to protect 
their asset by removing Schenn from the lineup. 

With his wife, Jessica, expecting the couple’s third child on trade 
deadline day, and not knowing if his status will change before Thursday’s 
game in St. Louis, Schenn asked the Canucks if he could go home to be 
with his family and await a potential trade there. He travelled back to 
Vancouver Tuesday evening. 

The 33-year-old has said several times that he wants to stay with the 
Canucks and finish his career in Vancouver, close to his Kelowna home 
and for the organization he credits for helping save his NHL career when 
they acquired him in 2019 and rescued him from the minors with a late-
season callup. 

But Schenn is also keenly aware that hockey is business and the 
Canucks, at their current nadir, must look at any trade that helps build a 
better future. His concern about a trade has always been about its timing 
and the affect on his family, about how he can support his wife and baby 
while moving to another city. 

“You know, we're humans, right?” Miller, his teammate, said. “He's a big 
part of this room and big part of the team. Everything that's said about 
the guy is true: he's a good family man, he's a good teammate. It sucks 
to see this stuff happen, but at the same time, it's part of the business 
and we need to be able to put the game face on. I thought we did a good 
job of battling through that. We've got a lot of guys out right now. We've 
got some new faces (and) it's going to get different. We understand we're 
in that sticky time of the year right now, so you've just got to battle and be 
professional. It's part of our jobs.” 

Hughes, who logged 30:11 of ice time Tuesday and finished with two 
assists, seems likely to lose another mentor and frequent defence 
partner in Schenn. 

“He's a guy I care about because he's a great teammate, a great person, 
and he's a winner,” Hughes said. “And I don't just say that because he 
won (two Cups with Tampa), I say that because of the way he carries 
himself day in and day out. He's a good person, he's a good teammate 
and he sticks up for people in here.  

“The closest thing I can compare it to is Chris Tanev (leaving the 
Canucks in free agency). I've seen it before and it sucks. . . but it's going 
to shake out how it shakes out and none of us know how it's going to 
happen.” 
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Schenn had no indication Tuesday which team or teams have pushed 
close to acquiring him. That he has become a coveted depth piece for 
good teams is indicative of how far he has climbed and re-established 
himself at the NHL level after the Anaheim Ducks handed him a one-way 
ticket to the American Hockey League four years ago. 

“This is the world we live in right now in the trade-deadline world,” 
Tocchet lamented. “I talked to Luke today. The guy is a great, great pro.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why Canadiens forward Anderson could be a good fit for 
Devils 

 

Eric Engels 

 

NEWARK, N.J. — On his first shift of a game his Montreal Canadiens 
went on to win 5-2, Josh Anderson picked up a head of steam, barreled 
down the gut, broke free for a pass, received the puck and notched a 
Grade-A scoring chance from the right wing. 

He didn’t score, just like he didn’t finish off a similar opportunity on his 
last shift of the first period, but Anderson set the pace and showed he 
was going to be a threat all night. He was hard to contain — as any six-
foot-three, 218-pound winger who moves like a cheetah and hunts like a 
lion would be — as he generated five of Montreal’s 18 shots, seven 
attempts, one punishing hit, and a whole lot of mayhem every time he 
jumped over the boards for one of his 23 shifts in the game. 

“He flies,” said Rem Pitlick, who scored Montreal’s fourth goal “He’s a 
great player, he’s intimidating, and that’s exactly what he was in this 
game.” 

As the clock wound down, right before Mike Matheson iced it with a shot 
the length of the ice into an empty net, one Devils reporter quipped in the 
media room, “Maybe the Canadiens would be nice enough to leave 
Anderson in New Jersey.” 

Watching how the Devils played this one — fast, skilled, and much more 
dangerous in transition than they were in generating second-chance 
opportunities and playing with some bite in front of Canadiens goaltender 
Samuel Montembeault — you could appreciate the thought. 

Anderson would fit exceptionally well on this New Jersey team, a player 
who could play with their speed and skill featured up front while providing 
some of the jam you could argue they’re missing. He’s the type of player 
the Devils appear to be looking to add before the March 3 trade deadline. 

That’s why there’s been more than just a little buzz about how Devils 
general manager Tom Fitzgerald is working fervently to try to acquire 
San Jose Sharks power forward Timo Meier. 

The six-foot-one, 221-pound winger, who has nearly double the amount 
of goals Anderson’s scored this season (31 to 16), is attracting interest 
from multiple teams outside of New Jersey, too. 

He’s also 26 years old, on an expiring contract that carries a $6-million 
cap hit and brings him to within one year of becoming an unrestricted 
free agent. He’s not only going to cost an enormous haul to acquire but 
also a ton of money to retain beyond this season. Never mind that the 
rest of his $10-million salary needs to get paid this season. 

Anderson, who carries a $5.5-million cap hit over each of the four 
seasons to follow this one — and a salary that will shrink considerably 
over the final two years of his deal — could be an excellent consolation. 

And on Tuesday, the 28-year-old looked like a main prize, even without 
scoring. 

Anderson’s been consistently at that level for his last 13 games, 
producing five goals and eight points over that time, and he’s consistently 
been pulling his Canadiens teammates into the fire. 

Coach Martin St. Louis has seen it, and also appreciates how Anderson 
has been rounding out his game since the beginning of the season. 

“He’s a big part of our group,” St. Louis said. “Obviously, his size, his 
strength, his speed (stands out). But he doesn’t just find ice on the ice 
because of his speed, I feel he thinks the game better now and he’s 
getting rewarded with some chances. Some nights, those go in, and 
we’ve seen in the past the floodgates can open for him. For him, he just 
needs to keep doing what he’s doing, because he’s definitely more 
efficient on the ice than I’ve ever seen.” 

If scouts are seeing the same, Anderson could represent Montreal’s best 
trade asset as the deadline draws closer. 

Not that the Canadiens are actively trying to move him. They aren’t going 
to unless they get the type of deal they can’t turn away from. 

Knowing that, it’s hard to identify teams that can actually make that type 
of deal — absorbing Anderson’s contract while offloading the assets it 
would take to acquire him. 

But it’s easy to see the Devils as a team that might be able to do it, and 
one that might want to do it. 

They have picks to move. They have a prospect in Alexander Holtz, who 
was chosen seventh overall in 2020 and who can’t find a chair despite 
having an NHL profile because his skillset is somewhat redundant with 
what the team already has in its top six. 

The Devils will have a little over $2 million in cap space and opportunity 
to create more by moving players off the fringes of their roster. And they 
also appear to have a need for a guy who can play the way Johnathan 
Kovacevic described Anderson after this one. 

“His top speed is up there in the league, and he’s a rare combination of 
size, speed, physicality. It’s rare to have someone six-foot-three, who can 
fly like that and also knock you on your ass,” Kovacevic, who scored 
Montreal’s second goal, said. “It’s pretty special. It works often when he’s 
going wide and dropping his shoulder on you. He makes it pretty hard to 
stop him from getting to the net. 

“And I think when you have a veteran guy like that who’s playing that 
hard, it just teaches us the way. It shows us the mindset and attitude you 
have to bring, and he’s definitely a leader like that.” 

The Canadiens came into Tuesday’s game wanting to reassert 
themselves after two tough losses to the Carolina Hurricanes and 
Toronto Maple Leafs. Anderson talked about the importance of it —even 
for this Canadiens group, which is all but mathematically eliminated from 
the playoff race with 25 games to go — and took it upon himself to lead 
the charge. 

“That’s how I go into every game mentally, try to stay focused and be that 
complete player and be ready every night,” Anderson said. “There’s 
different aspects of my game, obviously, and some nights where you 
don’t have it. But you gotta try to focus on all the little things to get by and 
help your team win hockey games.” 

He’s doing it with regularity right now, even with all the trade talk swirling 
around and creating a potential distraction. 

“Sometimes, it’s in the back of your head and it’s hard to escape it,” 
Anderson said. “But at the end of the day, it is what it is. It’s not in your 
hands, so you just gotta go out there and do your best and hopefully stay 
a Montreal Canadien.” 

There’s nothing official to suggest he could be a New Jersey Devil in the 
near future, but it didn’t seem like a farfetched thought on Tuesday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 30 NHL trade candidates to watch ahead of the deadline 

 

Rory Boylen  

 

The NHL trade deadline is now just two weeks away, landing on a Friday 
this season, March 3. In some cases, certain teams are still deciding 
whether to buy or sell, while other have decided to act early. 

Just before the all-star break, the Vancouver Canucks took Bo Horvat off 
the trade board by sending him to the N.Y. Islanders, and then Lou 
Lamoriello quelled any ideas of flipping the player when he signed him to 
a max term extension. Then, the New York Rangers added a couple of 
players we had on our trade candidates list, acquiring Vladimir 
Tarasenko and Niko Mikkola from the St. Louis Blues. And last week, the 
Toronto Maple Leafs made a splash, adding another two players from 
our list — Ryan O'Reilly and Noel Acciari from the Blues. 

Jonathan Toews, who's missed time recently due to illness, announced 
he was still dealing with the effects of long COVID-19 and will take some 
time to concentrate on getting healthy. We wish Toews a speedy 
recovery to full health, and we now know he will not move before the 
deadline. 

What does this week have in store? Who is the next big name to go? 

Despite some names already falling off, we've added some more and 
have an updated list of 30 trade candidates who you're going to hear 
about in the final days before the deadline. 

John Klingberg, D, Anaheim Ducks 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

After leaving Dallas as a free agent, Klingberg signed a one-year pact 
with rebuilding Anaheim to re-establish his value, but it's been a bit of a 
struggle to get to 20 points in 47 games. Despite getting heavy shift 
starts in the offensive zone, Klingberg has one of the worst expected-
goals-percentage rates on the Ducks. A pure offensive player, Klingberg 
may nonetheless attract a buyer who especially needs help on the power 
play. 

Dmitry Kulikov, D, Anaheim Ducks 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

The opposite of Klingberg, Kulikov will be a target for teams searching for 
a defensive presence on the blue line. Kulikov is Anaheim's leader in 
blocked shots and shorthanded ice time per game, and he isn't shy to get 
physical. Kulikov logs over 20 minutes a night, but could be a depth 
target for contenders. 

"Whoever doesn't end up with (Vladislav) Gavrikov, expect attention now 
(to turn to Kulikov), another left shot safe, steady defenceman," Jeff 
Marek reported on Hockey Night in Canada. 

Maxime Comtois, LW, Anaheim Ducks 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

Two years ago, Comtois was a 16-goal scorer on the rise at 22 years of 
age, but now he has become one of Anaheim's more confounding 
players. He's played 98 regular-season games since that breakout 
season, totalling 11 goals and 25 points. A second-round pick in 2017, 
Comtois is set to become an RFA, due a $2.445 million qualifying offer 
this summer, and the Ducks — after a disaster of a season — may be 
wise to see what they can get for him and shake up some of what is 
clearly not working. He's been a healthy scratch for Anaheim's past three 
games. 

Adam Henrique, C, Anaheim Ducks 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

Tied with Trevor Zegras as Anaheim's goal leader at 19, Henrique is also 
a regular on the Ducks' penalty kill and is one of the team's most 
consistent players. At 5-on-5, Henrique's 47.62 goals for percentage 
(30GF, 33GA) is the best mark on Anaheim. Part of New Jersey's run to 
the final in 2012, Henrique has played just four playoff games since. The 
potential complication is his $5.825 million cap hit and a contract that 
doesn't expire until after next season. 

Jakob Chychrun, D, Arizona Coyotes 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

Chychrun has now been scratched five straight games for what's being 
called "trade-related reasons" but while there was a lot of smoke around 
the Los Angeles Kings when he was first sat down last weekend, nothing 
yet has materialized and other teams have come back into the mix. The 
24-year-old offensive defenceman has a very valuable contract with term 
and a manageable cap hit, and has an impressive 28 points in 36 games 
this season. 

Karel Vejmelka, G, Arizona Coyotes 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

His age, 26, and manageable AAV with term make him an attractive 
asset, and Vejmelka has performed fairly well behind Arizona's leaky 
defence. In Year 2 as Arizona's starter, Vejmelka has a 15-17-5 record 
with a .904 save percentage and 3.31 GAA. The Coyotes won't be under 
pressure to deal him, though, and may hold on to him past March 3. 

Nick Bjugstad, C, Arizona Coyotes 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

There is usually a market for big centremen at the deadline and Bjugstad 
(six-foot-six, 209 pounds) fits the bill. Bjugstad is averaging 16:58 of ice 
time per game, including over two minutes on the PK. He isn't winning a 
ton of faceoffs this season, but is a physical presence who is having one 
of his better offensive seasons in years. 

Shayne Gostisbehere, D, Arizona Coyotes 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

A point-producing, puck-moving defenceman with an expiring contract on 
a rebuilding team, Gostisbehere is a likely trade candidate. He was out of 
the lineup for nearly a month with an upper-body injury, but returned 
Sunday to log 22:25 of ice time. He was on pace for another 50-point 
season before his injury and is still Arizona's power play points leader 
among defencemen. 

Patrick Kane, RW, Chicago Blackhawks 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

Kane certainly isn't having the same offensively dominant season as 
we've seen over the years, but if a move to a contender gets him 
producing again, look out. His $10.5 million AAV might require a third 
team to get involved in any deal, and his full no-movement clause puts 
him in charge of where he goes. Or if he goes at all. Kane wasn't shy to 
admit that the New York Rangers were a team he was "definitely looking 
at" before Vladimir Tarasenko was traded there last week, likely 
removing Kane as a target for them. There's been speculation he's 
played through an injury, though Kane claims it's overblown. He has five 
goals now in his past two games. 

Jake McCabe, D, Chicago Blackhawks 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

With term left on his contract, the Hawks won't be in a pinch to trade 
McCabe, though at 29 years old his value may be peaking. A strong 
defensive presence, McCabe can be a physical shot blocker who logs PK 
time and has been turned to by the Hawks in D zone situations. He's 
managed a plus-5 rating on a minus-65 goal-differential team. 
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Sam Lafferty, Chicago Blackhawks 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

Playing a versatile role this season, Lafferty has won over half his 
faceoffs, and has a career-high in offensive production — 10 goals and 
21 points in 49 games. A depth addition, Lafferty would be a good skater 
to add toward the bottom half of the lineup. 

Vladislav Gavrikov, D, Columbus Blue Jackets 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

The 27-year-old had a spike in offence to 33 points last season, but that 
is not the primary strength of his game, nor what he's going to be 
acquired to add. Gavrikov is Columbus' team leader in shorthanded ice 
time per game, isn't afraid to block shots, and tends to do well getting in 
the right lanes. He's the classic kind of defenceman teams crave for their 
bottom pair (at least) this time of season — and you may even be able to 
get him to sign an extension. Gavrikov has been held out for "trade-
related reasons" four games in a row. 

"I do think one of the reasons he was given the trade-related sit out by 
the Columbus Blue Jackets is because the Bruins are in on him," Elliotte 
Friedman reported on Saturday. "One of the issues I believe is cap. The 
Bruins have to do some things to make this work... I think left D is an 
area Boston's targeted." 

Analyzing the values of defencemen who are on the trade market 

Joonas Korpisalo, G, Columbus Blue Jackets 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

Even in a soft goalie market, Korpisalo's .913 save percentage this 
season and expiring, affordable contract might attract a depth-needy 
team at the position. Columbus has Elvis Merzlikins under contract long-
term and 23-year-old Daniil Tarasov has shown well in 13 appearances 
this season. And Korpisalo has been getting better as the season has 
gone along — since Dec. 1, he has a 17-7-6 record and .920 save 
percentage. 

Dylan Larkin, C, Detroit Red Wings 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

While Larkin has said he sees himself as a Red Wing — something he 
reiterated at the All-Star Game — and is Detroit's leading scorer and top-
line centre, until he signs a contract extension there's a question to be 
asked about his future. But, as the Wings make a charge for the playoffs 
and begin this week ninth in the Eastern Conference by points 
percentage, they may not sell at all. And Larkin's departure would leave a 
huge hole at centre. Larkin is on a seven-game point streak during which 
he has seven goals and 13 points. 

Why Red Wings immediate and long-term future hinges on whether they 
can lock up Larkin 

Tyler Bertuzzi, RW, Detroit Red Wings 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

The 27-year-old winger had a breakout 30-goal season in 2021-22, but a 
few injuries have interrupted this season and limited him to 24 games 
played, in which he has just three goals and 12 points. The pending UFA 
brings the sort of physical tenacity that tends to translate to the playoffs 
and he has the upside of recapturing his 30-goal upside. But, like Larkin, 
the Wings may choose to hang on to Bertuzzi if they keep charging 
towards the playoffs. Detroit plays Washington, the Rangers and Tampa 
Bay this week and have back-to-back games against Ottawa next week 
before a trade deadline eve matchup against Seattle. Those games will 
determine GM Steve Yzerman's next moves. 

"At least for the time being Tyler Bertuzzi is not available and the Red 
Wings will keep him as long as they make their run to the playoffs 
through the trade deadline," Friedman said. 

Jesse Puljujarvi, RW, Edmonton Oilers 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

It was much-rumoured that Puljujarvi was headed to waivers once Kailer 
Yamamoto returned to the lineup, but the Oilers instead sent down 
younger players and chose to run with a no-reserves lineup. It seems like 
Puljujarvi's time in Edmonton is running thin, one way or another. An RFA 
this summer, Puljujarvi may even become a UFA if the Oilers — or 
another team — decided to not qualify him at $3 million. Is anyone willing 
to buy low on a fresh start? Would he clear waivers and, if so, would that 
make him easier to deal? 

Matt Dumba, D, Minnesota Wild 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

It does seem this is most likely Dumba's last season in Minnesota after 
years of trade rumours and expansion draft speculation. But the question 
is if he stays the rest of the season, or is moved by the deadline. If he's 
moved, it would have to be in a hockey trade that allows the Wild to 
continue on in their goal of reaching the playoffs and doing damage. 
Their needs are at centre, or at least someone who can score up front. 

Mattias Ekholm, D, Nashville Predators 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

Generating trade buzz earlier this season, Ekholm's place on this list will 
entirely be determined by how the Predators fare and hang in the playoff 
race or not. They have one win in their past four games and start the 
week seven points out of a wild-card spot. 

“I do not think we are a buyer, let’s start with that," David Poile told 
Robby and Rexrode on 102.5 The Game in Nashville. "And I think if 
things don’t change more favourably, and get in some kind of winning 
streak, we certainly could be a seller. But that’s not today.” 

The Preds have a chance to make up some ground with games against 
Vancouver, San Jose and Arizona this week. If they keep falling back 
against that competition, Ekholm could become a massive pickup for 
someone's top-four. 

Nikita Zaitsev, D, Ottawa Senators 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

Limited to 27 games this season due to injury, Zaitsev is another 
example of a shot-blocking, penalty-killing defenceman who is attracting 
some trade interest. "There appears to be a path for a Nikita Zaitsev 
trade," Elliotte Friedman reported two weeks ago. "I'm assuming west 
coast, I don't know that for certain, but I've heard some rumblings about 
it." Zaitsev has a 10-team no-trade list. 

Cam Talbot, G, Ottawa Senators 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

If the Senators sense they can make a playoff run, they may elect to 
keep Talbot as their own rental — and they start the week five points out, 
12th in the East by points percentage, and on a 3-0-1 run. Talbot 
sustained a lower-body injury before the all-star break and then Anton 
Forsberg had his season end to injury. So, if Talbot gets dealt, the Sens 
would be trying to make a charge with Mads Sogaard and Kevin 
Mandolese. 

James van Riemsdyk, LW, Philadelphia Flyers 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

With nine goals and 22 points in 37 games, JVR is on his usual pace and 
has been one of the Flyers' better even-strength offensive players. He 
can still provide a bump on someone's power play as well, and with an 
expiring contract the Flyers could retain up to 50 per cent to get a deal 
done. 

Nick Seeler, D, Philadelphia Flyers 
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Contract details via CapFriendly 

A 29-year-old on a very cheap contract that carries into next season, 
Seeler reportedly has a market and, if so, the struggling Flyers shouldn't 
hesitate to move the third-pair blueliner for an asset. Seeler is third on 
the Flyers in blocked shots and averages 14:27 of ice time per game. 

Timo Meier, LW, San Jose Sharks 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

The top scoring forward available at this deadline, Meier is the most 
dreamed-of target for teams in need of a first- or second-line scorer. His 
31 goals scored this season rank 13th in the league and he's second with 
255 shots on goal. Meier is a sturdy six-foot-one and 220 pounds, so 
there's a size presence to his game as well. Though he's an RFA at 
season's end, Meier is due a $10 million qualifying offer if a separate 
extension isn't agreed to. He didn't practise Sunday to injury and so all 
eyes will be on his availability this week. 

Erik Karlsson, D, San Jose Sharks 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

On the surface, this seems like more of an off-season move, if there is a 
trade to be had. Karlsson just makes so much money with an $11.5 
million cap hit that it would seemingly require salary retention — but with 
another four years left on his contract, that's an awful lot of dead cap 
seasons for the Sharks to keep. Karlsson's on-ice performance makes an 
in-season move an eyebrow-raising proposition, though. He's the Norris 
Trophy favourite to date and the NHL leader in even-strength points with 
55. He has a full no-move clause, so will have to sign off on any 
destination. 

Ivan Barbashev, LW, St. Louis Blues 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

Barbashev more than doubled his career high in points last season when 
he recorded 26 goals and 60 points, and while he's stepped back with the 
rest of the Blues in 2022-23, he still has 28 points in 56 games this 
season. Though he gets some time on the second PP unit, Barbashev is 
fifth on the Blues in even-strength scoring and has more hits than any 
other remaining St. Louis forward. With his offensive and physical 
capabilities, Barbashev could bring a surprisingly good return to the 
Blues and reportedly has a deep market of interested teams. 

Blues' Barbashev fights off defender on breakaway before sniping top 
shelf 

Brock Boeser, RW, Vancouver Canucks 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

In the first year of a three-year deal, Boeser's $6.65 million cap hit is a lot 
to take on for a winger on an 18-goal pace. It could be that Boeser just 
needs a fresh start to get going again, and the memory of his 29-goal 
rookie season and 26-goal sophomore season linger for the still-young 
25-year-old. There are a lot of difficult contracts the Canucks would like 
to move, but in Boeser there is still a young player with potential who has 
shown he can put up strong numbers. We might have to wait for some of 
the other scoring wingers to come off the board before teams circle back 
on acquiring Boeser as a sort of fall-back option. 

Are Brock Boeser's days with the Vancouver Canucks numbered? | Tim 
and Friends 

Tyler Myers, D, Vancouver Canucks 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

There is some suggestion that Myers, 33, may be a buyout candidate this 
summer, but the Canucks could save themselves some cap space next 
season and in 2024-25 if they found a trade partner and retained half his 
money instead. Myers averages over 20 minutes per game but would 
need to play a smaller role on a better team. He blocks lots of shots and 

has great reach and size. Is he more palatable for someone at a $3 
million AAV? 

Canucks' Myers admits outside noise affected their locker room for first 
time 

Luke Schenn, D, Vancouver Canucks 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

Stanley Cup pedigree and snarl are what will attract buyers to Schenn, 
whose 258 hits lead the NHL. A bottom-pair blueliner, Schenn is 
precisely the type of player GMs go for this time of year, and at $850,000 
against the cap he's attainable for anyone. 

J.T. Miller, C, Vancouver Canucks 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

Miller is in the final season of his current contract that doesn't have any 
trade protection whatsoever, but is set to begin a seven-year extension 
with an $8 million AAV in 2023-24 that has a full no-movement clause. Is 
anyone willing to buy into that commitment? Miller has drawn some 
negative attention with the Canucks this season, but scored 99 points a 
season ago. 

"There's been a lot of talk with his situation. I don't know where this is 
going to go and there's a chance it might not go anywhere, but I do think 
teams have called the Canucks and said 'if we wanted to do this what 
would you think about here,'" Friedman reported Saturday night. 

Thatcher Demko, G, Vancouver Canucks 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

With the Canucks looking to turn over some of the roster, there's perhaps 
an outside shot that Demko gets swapped, but it's not going to be so 
simple in-season. The goalie market has recently been very soft, Demko 
had been having a down season before getting injured and, just as he 
was nearing a return, he tweaked something in practice late last week. 
However, he reportedly will travel with the team on its short road trip this 
week. But how much time, and how many games, will teams have to see 
how he bounces back from injury? 
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Sportsnet.ca / Rangers' Jacob Trouba proving to be a big hit in NYC 

 

Ken Wiebe  

 

TARRYTOWN, N.Y. -- As Jacob Trouba enters the room with a New 
York Rangers hoodie for a chat with out-of-town reporters, you 
immediately get the sense that something has changed. 

Never mind the fact he’s going to be turning 29 at the end of this month, 
there’s a maturity that is evident, both in terms of how he carries himself 
and how he interacts with members of the media. It was on display 
during a discussion that eclipsed 10 minutes following the morning skate 
on Monday before Trouba's Rangers took on his former team, the 
Winnipeg Jets. 

Of course it’s important to remember that it’s been more than a decade 
since the Jets selected Trouba in the first round (ninth overall) of the 
2012 NHL Draft -- making him the second first-rounder for the 2.0 edition 
of the organization after Mark Scheifele in 2011. 

It’s also been a decade since Trouba made his NHL debut during the 
2013-14 season, so much of his progression as both a player and a 
person is natural. 
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But well before the conversation had come to a close, it was easy to see 
that Trouba is not only comfortable in his surroundings, he’s thriving in 
his role as the captain and emotional leader of an Original Six franchise. 

“I think it evolves. Where this team was four years ago is different than 
where it is today. And where I fit on this team,” said Trouba, noting the 
emergence of teammate Adam Fox and the impact that’s had in the 
process of finding his groove. “Obviously, Foxy is Foxy. Let him run 
around and do what he does and find my role and help this team win. I 
think that’s the most important part. 

“Early in my career it's natural for anyone to be point chasing. And now, 
I’m just here to win hockey games, that’s all I really care about. If the 
team wins, I’m happy. Do whatever I can, whatever I’m asked to do and 
whatever role I’m asked to play. Just win. That’s all that matters now.” 

Trouba never went out of his way to be in the spotlight during his time 
with the Jets, though he was under the microscope when he made a 
public trade request after suiting up for Team North America at the 2016 
World Cup of Hockey. 

That trade request, the fact he didn’t sign a contract until Nov. 7 of the 
2016-17 season and a trip to arbitration in 2018 put Trouba in an 
interesting spot with a large portion of the Jets fan base. 

While the elements of his game were certainly appreciated -- Trouba 
scored one of the team's most important goals during the 2018 Western 
Conference Final in Game 3 against the Nashville Predators -- his 
eventual departure seemed like an inevitability. 

That moment finally came in June 2019 when he was traded to the 
Rangers for fellow blue-liner Neal Pionk and a first-round pick that 
became Ville Heinola. 

Trouba always played hard for the Jets and his ability to 
compartmentalize the business side of the game and what occurred on 
the ice was something that impressed this writer. 

His confidence was always high and he always believed in himself and 
his abilities. 

Shortly after being dealt to the Rangers, Trouba signed a seven-year 
deal worth $56 million, cashing in on a career-best 50-point season in 
2018-19 when some additional power-play time was available when 
Dustin Byfuglien was on the shelf with an injury. 

The transition to the Big Apple wasn’t seamless, as Rangers fans were 
expecting him to be an offensive machine. 

Some fans voiced their displeasure early on when that didn’t happen, 
though Trouba has done an outstanding job of winning the Blueshirts 
faithful over during the past several seasons. 

Part of that process was connected to Trouba focusing more on the 
shutdown role he was asked to play along with frequent defence partner 
K’Andre Miller. 

He’s also developed a reputation around the NHL for delivering jarring 
hits that have been filling up highlight reels. 

That’s an element of his game that dates back to his time with the 
University of Michigan Wolverines and prior to that with the U.S. National 
Team Development Program, but has been even more noticeable this 
season -- especially with his recent bone cruncher on Calgary Flames 
centre Nazem Kadri. 

“I don’t know if it’s just the way the game’s trending,” said Trouba. 
“Different type players than there were eight, 10 years ago, you could 
say. I don’t know. It’s never really something I run around looking for, 
ever. Just kind of when it presents itself, make the hit. I don’t have an 
answer for why it’s more frequent, though. Getting better at it? It’s not like 
I pick when they come. They just kind of come when they come. But 
yeah, I would say the last couple years it’s been a bit more frequent.” 

Trouba was asked how much he was able to learn about the physical 
side of the game having Byfuglien as a teammate? 

“He’s a tough guy to emulate. Nobody can do what that guy did. And just 
the way he played,” said Trouba. “He was just kind of a presence. That’s 
something I took from him. Well, not took from him, but saw from him. He 
was ready for whatever. 

“He’s obviously a different stature than I am, a bigger guy. But his 
attitude towards it, I thought was good. Something I admire. It was his 
rink, almost. You were playing on his rink.” 

Josh Morrissey, a great candidate to be the next captain of the Jets, is 
happy to see his former defence partner flourishing. 

“We spent a lot of time playing together in my first couple years. Although 
he's only a couple of years older than me, he had a few years on me for 
sure in the league at the time when I came in. I tried to learn a lot from 
him,” said Morrissey. “I thought our styles of game really complemented 
each other well. We had a lot of fun. Obviously, we had some really good 
teams and won a lot of games and yeah, I just really enjoyed it off the 
ice, on the ice, playing with him. 

“Now, to see him transition here, and be the captain of the team, and 
obviously the quality of team that they have, and a team that I think 
perennially is near the top of the league and has a chance to win, I think 
that's pretty cool. And obviously to do that here in New York, in Madison 
Square Garden, it's a pretty cool thing to be captain of the Rangers, so 
I'm just happy for him. I'm obviously sad that we couldn't be partners for a 
long time but at the same time, I'm happy for him and his family.” 

Jets head coach Rick Bowness appreciates the approach Trouba brings 
to the ice. 

“He’s a big hitter. I love the way he plays ...,” said Bowness. “Keep your 
head up. That’s old-time hockey, man. Your defence better not put any 
sucker passes into your forwards’ feet. It starts with them. If you’re going 
to come through the middle of the ice, and he’s on the ice, you better 
have your head up. That’s the way the game is supposed to be played. 

“So there have been some heavy hits I’ve seen him throw, and they’ve all 
been good hits. That’s today’s NHL. You throw a big heavy hit, and all of 
a sudden you have to fight. There was a day where your teammates 
would get after you for being hit like that -- 'get your head up!’ Today’s 
NHL, he’s throwing good hits -- hard, heavy hits -- so it’s on-ice 
awareness that we talk a lot about.” 

Never shy to take the body or drop the mitts when the situation calls for 
it, Trouba provided a spark for his group earlier this season, tossing his 
helmet and yelling at the Rangers bench after a spirited tilt with Chicago 
Blackhawks captain Jonathan Toews. 

The Rangers responded in the weeks that followed, moving themselves 
right in the middle of the race for a top spot in the Metropolitan Division 
with a stretch that recently included a 10-game point streak. 

“I don’t know if it’s sparking, but you want to play the right way. That’s a 
part of it,” said Trouba. “Not necessarily something you’re thinking about 
when playing. You just want to do the right thing and try to win hockey 
games. That kind of all falls on each other. The leadership aspect, what 
you do and how you handle things and how you react. I think that all kind 
of mixes together. That’s what creates the atmosphere.” 

Being named captain this past summer was something Trouba took an 
enormous amount of pride in. On Monday, he paid homage to some of 
the Jets leadership group from his time with the organization, including 
Andrew Ladd, Byfuglien and Blake Wheeler. 

“It was definitely special. It was probably something I’ve dreamed about, I 
would say. Something I’ve tried to improve at all the time,” said Trouba. “I 
think that’s something I learned a heck of a lot from Winnipeg, watching 
those guys. You pick up things you like. Things you would maybe do 
differently, (you) see how people react. 

“I stayed in touch with Blake a lot and talk to him about leadership stuff. 
He’s been a great help to me. Not even hockey-wise, but life-wise. I 
spend a lot of time with him and his wife (Sam) in Florida, and my wife 
(Kelly). 
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"All the hockey stuff was great, but the stuff I’ve learned from him, as a 
husband and a father, how he treats people, how he treats family. That’s 
more the stuff that stuck with me. That’s important. That’s kind of who he 
is as a character, who he is as a guy. He’s a very competitive person, but 
there’s a lot more that goes into this than hockey. That’s something I 
really learned from him. He still has a big impact on me and my life.” 

Trouba also showed his self-deprecating sense of humour when asked 
what additional media responsibilities have come with wearing the C. 

“Not really. After losses (maybe there are more requests). Usually they 
want to talk to the good guys after wins,” quipped Trouba. “No, not a lot. 
Things probably fall on your plate that you have to handle, but that’s kind 
of how it was for me growing up with older guys handling all that stuff. 
You want to kind of let the young guys play hockey and not worry about 
too much. 

“I’m considered an old guy now I guess, so you can handle the situations 
and manage the locker-room. That’s an important part of a team, an 
important part of being a hockey player. I think it’s important for young 
guys to know not everything is on their plate. Just go out and play hockey 
and be a part of the team.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators' wild-card race hopes slipping away after blown 
opportunity on big night 

 

Wayne Scanlan 

 

OTTAWA – Margins are small at this time of the year. 

Margins in the “meaningful games” being played. 

Margins to earn a playoff berth. 

The Ottawa Senators got a taste of this on the long weekend when they 
came oh-so-close to winning two of three games but instead ended up 
with three points out of six. All because of a blown 3-1 third-period lead 
against the Chicago Blackhawks on Friday night. 

Chicago won the game, 4-3, in overtime. 

That this was also the night the Senators honoured Chris Neil by retiring 
his jersey, did not sit well with captain Brady Tkachuk. 

“That can’t happen, especially tonight, where we’re honouring a Sens 
legend and a legend in this community ... to lay an egg there in 10 
minutes when his whole family, his friends and former players are here, it 
just stings,” Tkachuk said. 

The Senators rebounded on Sunday afternoon to hammer the depleted 
St. Louis Blues, 7-2. 

And then Ottawa fell 3-1 to the Boston Bruins on Monday afternoon in 
Boston, a result that wasn’t surprising given the back-to-back situation 
against the NHL’s top team. 

That loss would have been a lot more palatable if the Senators could 
have finished off the Blackhawks, to set up a four-point weekend. The 
Sens sit six points behind the second wild-card spot in the East, with five 
teams ahead of them contending for that spot. 

Other than better finish around the net, there wasn’t a lot to complain 
about on matinee Monday, which was Presidents' Day in the U.S. and 
Family Day in Ontario. 

The Sens allowed the Bruins’ David Pastrnak a little too much room and 
that was costly as Pastrnak scored on a snipe from just beyond the 
crease and on a breakaway deke against rookie goalie Kevin Mandolese. 

“We made two mistakes on (No.) 88, and he scores on both,” said 
Senators head coach D.J. Smith. 

Tkachuk hit the post in close, but a goal by Claude Giroux late in the first 
period was Ottawa’s only goal. 

“They’re the best in the league for a reason,” Tkachuk said. “For the most 
part, we were punch for punch against them.” 

Tkachuk added that his group “wanted to leave it all out there,” knowing 
that they don’t play again until Friday. 

Now, about that schedule. 

Due to the postponed game on Dec. 23 against the Detroit Red Wings 
that was added to next week, the Sens find themselves playing three 
consecutive back-to-back scenarios: Sunday-Monday this past weekend, 
then Friday-Saturday on the road against Carolina and Montreal, and 
then next Monday-Tuesday (Feb. 27-28) in Ottawa with a pair of games 
against the Red Wings. 

It is bizarre, but the schedule settles into a more normal flow of games in 
March. 

However, nine of Ottawa’s 15 games in March are on the road. 

NHL Highlights: Bruins 3, Senators 1 

Young goalies shine 

Fans have gotten used to the idea that the Senators' young goaltenders 
step in and give their team a chance to win every game. 

Think of what a disaster it might have been, with Cam Talbot and Anton 
Forsberg both injured, had prospects Mandolese and Mads Sogaard not 
filled in so admirably, at times spectacularly, this past week. 

In his three starts, Sogaard was 2-0-1 with a 2.86 goals-against average 
and .913 save percentage. Sogaard was outstanding in Ottawa’s 
comeback overtime win against Calgary on Feb. 13. 

Not to be outdone, Mandolese sits 1-1-0 with a 2.46 goals-against and 
.938 save percentage. Mandolese’s NHL debut was a work of art, a 46-
save, 3-2 victory over the New York Islanders on Feb. 14. 

Where would the Sens be without this pair? 

Talbot is close to a return, however, and it makes sense to get him sharp 
again, whether to help the Senators down the stretch or as a trade chip 
at the deadline. 

Is Senators Stützle beginning to pull away from others in his draft class? | 
Jeff Marek Show 

Stützle star of the week 

It was just a matter of time before the rest of the NHL figured out what 
observers of the Senators have known for weeks – Tim Stützle is 
blossoming into a superstar right before our eyes. 

On Monday, Stützle was named the NHL’s first star of the week after a 
four-goal, six-assist performance in the four games ending Feb. 19. 

Smith wasn’t surprised. 

“Every night he’s dangerous for us,” Smith said. 

Stützle, 21, has 59 points in 52 games. He leads the Senators in goals 
with 26 and is second in points, just behind Tkachuk, who has 60. 

Senators' Giroux capitalizes on Bruins turnover with slick backhand finish 

Motte trade doesn’t tip hand 
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When Senators general manager Pierre Dorion met with reporters on 
Thursday, he said he wasn’t sure at this point if he would be a buyer or 
seller at the March 3 trade deadline. In fact, Dorion said he might be 
both. 

The Sunday trade of veteran winger Tyler Motte back to the New York 
Rangers for forward Julien Gauthier and a conditional seventh-round pick 
doesn’t necessarily mean the Senators have gone into “sell” mode. 

Adding a young player in Gauthier, who could have some upside (he was 
a first-round pick of the Carolina Hurricanes in 2016) is a fit for Dorion’s 
goal of making trades that make sense for the organization now and in 
the near future. 

For the record, Dorion said he would re-evaluate his team before the 
March 2 game against the New York Rangers. At that stage, the Sens 
will decide if they have a legitimate shot at a wild-card spot or will unload 
some of their pending unrestricted free agents. 

Motte was effective for the Rangers in last year’s playoffs, so it was easy 
to see why they wanted him back. The Senators signed Motte to a one-
year contract in September. In 38 games with Ottawa, Motte had three 
goals and six assists in a checking and penalty-killing role. 
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TSN.CA / Tavares embraces chance to be O’Reilly’s wingman 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The last time John Tavares lined up consistently on the wing was at the 
2016 World Cup when he played on a line with Ryan Getzlaf and Steven 
Stamkos. Before that?  

"Actually, my longest period playing the wing was when I played in the 
lockout in Bern," Tavares said of his swing through the Swiss League 
during the 2012-13 season. "They put me on the wing basically my whole 
time there, which was pretty close to 30 games. That's about a decade 
ago now, but I've had some stretches."   

Tavares has seen shifts on the wing with the Leafs. Sometimes coach 
Sheldon Keefe will load up a top line with Tavares on the left side of 
Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner. That trio started together in Game 5 
of the 2020 bubble series against Columbus Blue Jackets. But Tavares 
has spent almost his entire NHL career in the middle. Until now.  

Tavares has played the last two games on left wing with the newly-
acquired Ryan O'Reilly at centre and Marner on the right.  

"It's different, obviously," Tavares acknowledged. "When you're playing 
centre you're in the middle of the ice a lot, so whether it's defensive or 
offensively [it's adjusting to] where I'm getting the puck ... [I'm] playing 
with some pretty good players, so want to continue to get better. It's an 
opportunity where I can look to thrive in this position." 

Keefe had spoken to Tavares, 32, about this possibility in past off-
seasons, but Toronto's depth down the middle never allowed for such an 
experiment. Last week's trade with the St. Louis Blues for centres 
O'Reilly and Noel Acciari has provided the coaching staff with more 
flexibility.  

"He's adjusted fine," said Keefe. "I've gone back and watched all the 
shifts for that line through two games and trying to see if there's 
something there that maybe there's some difficulty or anything like that 
and I don't see that. He's handled plays on the wall really well. He's done 
a really good job of ... embracing it and going with it." 

Keefe plans to give the new line some runway to build chemistry.  

"I have to continue to do a good job of adapting to a lot of wall play," 
Tavares said. "With O'Rye, his headiness and how responsible he is with 
and without the puck ... can lead to really good looks." 

O'Reilly is a Selke Trophy winner and, like Tavares, strong at the dot. 
O'Reilly has won 22 of 29 faceoffs with the Leafs so far.  

"He's probably one of the smartest centremen I've ever played with," said 
Sabres winger Kyle Okposo, who played with O'Reilly in Buffalo from 
2015-18. "He never gives your wingers a bad puck, never puts them in a 
bad spot and is very responsible on the defensive side." 

Keefe wants to keep O'Reilly in a comfortable position as he adapts to a 
new environment. It's been a whirlwind few days for the Clinton, Ont. 
native.   

"I still can't believe it," O'Reilly said of joining his hometown team. "It's a 
little surreal."  

Meanwhile, there are some potential advantages for Tavares, who has 
worked hard on his skating, but has never been the fastest guy.  

"It's less of a workload," Keefe noted. "You don't have to skate as much 
getting up and down the rink and getting all the way back. So, there's 
some advantages for anybody that plays on the wing. It helps them on 
offence especially [and] just to have a little extra gas in the tank." 

Tavares scored on the power play on Sunday. Marner converted a nice 
pass off the rush from Morgan Rielly in Chicago. O'Reilly picked up an 
assist at the end of a power play on Saturday. But, so far, that trio has 
not broken through in 5-on-5 play together. 

"We feel maybe just a hair off at times," said Tavares, who fired six shots 
on net during Sunday's loss in Chicago.  

"When I look at some of their offensive chances, they're really close," 
Keefe stressed. "They look to me like a group that's close to breaking out 
and we'll see how it is tonight." 

The Leafs haven't held a full practice since the trade, which has limited 
the chances to build chemistry.   

"We're doing a lot of things well," O'Reilly said. "At times we're still trying 
to read each other and see how things are playing out, but each game 
we're getting pucks back and we're close. Soon we're going to start to 
take off and be better."  

"It's really fresh and new," Marner said. "We have done a good job 
through the neutral zone. Really, the thing that's stood out with him is 
how great he is with his forecheck, his stick, his presence, just knocking 
pucks down and making plays off that. When we get the puck back, it's 
going to take probably another game or so or a couple practices to really 
find our rhythm there and finding each other throughout the middle of the 
ice, through the slot and the O-zone." 

Tavares adjusting on the fly after shift to the wing 

John Tavares has slid over to the wing to make room for Ryan O'Reilly 
up the middle between he and Mitch Marner. The Leafs captain 
discusses the transition to the flank and believes their new line is close to 
breaking out. 

The Leafs did not hold a practice on Monday as the team travelled from 
Chicago to Buffalo. Usually, the team will hold a full skate after a day 
away from the rink, but the on-ice workout on Monday morning was 
optional.  

"It's just something we've been monitoring for a while," Keefe explained. 
"These mornings after a day off on the road with the 11:30 time slot [for 
the skate] ... as we looked over the last three seasons, our results 
haven't been nearly as good in this situation with the mandatory skates. 
So, it's really just trying something different and putting it in the hands of 
the players in terms of them taking what they need this morning to make 
sure they're ready for tonight." 
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Auston Matthews and Marner were the only two players, who didn't hit 
the ice.  

The Leafs are wrapping up a stretch of three games in four nights while 
the Sabres have been off since a win in San Jose on Saturday.  

"Incredible skill, speed, both on forward and defence," Keefe said of the 
Sabres. "An exciting team to watch that way, but a dangerous team to 
play against. I thought when we played them back in November [a 5-2 
win for the Leafs] we did an exceptional job of defending and that's going 
to be required tonight. They're a top-five team in the NHL in goals scored 
at even strength, power play's dangerous, lots of guys that can score on 
different lines. They got two first-overall picks on the back end and a 
number of top picks at forward. I don't know how many first-round picks 
there are in total on the team, but there's a ton of talent on the team 
that's taken a big step and is right there in the thick of the playoff push. In 
fact, by points percentage I think they’re in as of today." 

Buffalo does indeed have the eighth best points percentage in the 
Eastern Conference at .556.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Matthews, Marner save their energy as Sabres rivalry 
renewed 

For the first time in a while, following a day off, the Maple Leafs held an 
optional morning skate on a game day, while in the past they would 
usually make it mandatory. Mark Masters has more on Sheldon Keefe's 
reasoning for the change as they prepare for the Sabres. 

Buffalo's Tage Thompson is third in the NHL with 36 goals this season. 
He trains with fellow Arizona native Matthews in the off-season.  

"The last few summers we've been down in Arizona skating together," 
Thompson said. "Just kind of picking his brain a little bit and watching 
him and trying to compete against him. It's been good for my game."  

How so?  

"Just picking up certain characteristics of his game, you know, watching 
the way he shoots the puck and just using his size," said the 25-year-old, 
who played one season alongside Matthews at the US National Team 
Development Program. "He's so strong holding onto pucks. I love 
watching his creativity and he's a great player, so just trying to pick up a 
little thing here and there and apply it to my own game."  

Thompson matched a career high with nine shots on goal, but failed to 
bulge the twine on Nov. 19 in Toronto. He had scored a goal in each of 
his previous four games against the Leafs.  

"Tage has been, this year, unbelievable," said O'Reilly. "I feel like every 
time you turn on the TV it's another highlight reel of something he's 
doing. Even today watching video of how skilled he is and dynamic he is, 
it will be very tough to play against him." 

Thompson was acquired by the Sabres on July 1, 2018, in a deal that 
sent O'Reilly to St. Louis.  

"He's really good at picking pucks off," Thompson said of O'Reilly. "He 
has a really good stick. You can't be careless with pucks; you can't be 
turning them over so just have to be simple and smart tonight." 

Thompson has adopted some of Matthews' tendencies after training 
together 

Tage Thompson reveals that he's trained with Auston Matthews in 
Arizona during the past few off-seasons and has used that time to pick 
up on a few things Matthews does that he can adapt to his game. 

A big reason for Buffalo's turnaround has been the play of Rasmus 
Dahlin.  

"No doubt he's move into the upper echelon of defencemen in the 
league," said Keefe.  

"If he doesn't win a Norris Trophy, I'm shocked," raved Sabres coach 
Don Granato. "He defends exceptionally well, exceptionally quick and 
Owen [Power] has progressed immensely."  

Power is the other first-overall pick the Sabres boast on the back end. He 
pairs with Mattias Samuelsson while Dahlin skates alongside Henri 
Jokiharju.  

"We're very comfortable with those four guys and what they're doing at 
key moments in key situations against top players around the league," 
Granato said.  

Power admits it's been tricky going from college to the busier NHL 
schedule. He's learned to spend less time on the ice during practice in 
order to maintain energy.  

Power will play his 60th game in the NHL on Tuesday. It's his third 
showdown with his hometown team and the first one in Buffalo. Is he 
ready for the Leafs "wackos" to stream across the border and fill the 
building, a Buffalo-based reporter asked.  

"It's going to be fun," the Mississauga, Ont. native said. "Any time you 
have a good crowd it's a lot of fun to play in, so I'm excited for it." 

He doesn't consider Leafs Nation to be full of "wackos" though, right?  

"I don't know about that," the 20-year-old said with a laugh. "They're 
definitely next level." 

Power, who will have his dad and girlfriend in attendance on Tuesday, 
grew up a Leafs fan and relishes the chance to measure himself against 
Matthews.  

"I find it a lot of fun to be able to challenge myself and go up against a 
guy that I grew up watching and being a big fan of," Power said. "For me, 
it's pretty cool and just a lot of fun to have that challenge." 

Power notes that watching Matthews on television doesn't do justice to 
his 6-foot-3, 208-pound frame.  

"Playing against him you really get a better understanding of how strong 
he really is," Power said. "Just how strong he is on pucks and how tough 
he is to knock off and get him off balance." 

Still adjusting with new team, O'Reilly switches sides in rivalry between 
Leafs and Sabres 

After playing in Buffalo from 2015-18, Ryan O'Reilly will get a new 
perspective on their rivalry with the Maple Leafs. He admits it will be 
different being on the opposite side and knows these games always 
make for a great atmosphere. Mark Masters has more. 

Marner and Rielly executed a beautiful play in the third period on 
Sunday. From his own blue line, Rielly fired a bank pass off the end 
boards, which Marner corralled before making a great move around 
Jaxson Stauber.  

"I was kind of curling back there and had a bit of speed," Marner recalled. 
"I saw that d-man try to hold that blueline and I went eye to eye with him 
and just tried to say, 'End wall,' and lucky enough [Rielly] heard me." 

Marner notes that he and Rielly have tried that play before, but Sunday 
was the first time it led directly to a goal. Rielly actually set up Jake 
Gardiner for the same type of goal a few years ago in Detroit.  

"It was a great little bounce pass from him," Marner said.  

"Just good communication with him," Rielly said. "I know he likes that 
[play]." 

MO CALLED BANK     pic.twitter.com/6jXO3BVF3g 

— Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) February 20, 2023 

Marner on playing childhood idol Kane, executing bank-pass goal 

Mitch Marner appreciates every opportunity to play fellow London 
Knights alumnus Patrick Kane. "It's really cool," the Leafs winger said. "It 
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really is. It's a guy I kind of idolized growing up." Kane was the first star 
on Sunday, but Marner had his own jaw-dropping moment by scoring off 
a bank pass from Morgan Rielly. "Tried to say, 'End wall,' and lucky 
enough he heard me," Marner said. "I had a bit of speed and saw the d-
man try and hold that blue line." 

After missing Friday's practice and not dressing on Saturday due to an 
illness, Ilya Samsonov struggled on Sunday.  

"I feel better, but still it's a little bit hard after I lost a lot of water," 
Samsonov admitted after allowing four goals on 28 shots. "A little bit 
hard." 

Samsonov smiled before describing what he's been dealing with.  

"A hard day in the s--tter," he said. "It's not great." 

Considering the circumstances, Samsonov planned on, um, flushing 
Sunday's result quickly.  

"A hard game for us, for all team," he said. "We get to 3-3 and then bad 
decision and Chicago scored again on us. It's okay. We need to move 
forward. It's hard schedule right now. No time to sit and head down. We 
need heads up and get working."  

Samsonov's road record is now 3-5-1. His save percentage has dipped to 
.898 away from Toronto. He'll get a chance to improve those numbers on 
Tuesday night. Samsonov has won both his previous games against the 
Sabres.  

'Hard day in the sh--ter': Samsonov struggles in return from stomach flu 

Ilya Samsonov missed Friday's practice and Saturday's game due to a 
stomach illness. "It's hard day in the sh--ter," the Leafs goalie said with a 
laugh. Samsonov returned to Toronto's net on Sunday in Chicago 
allowing four goals on 27 shots. "I feel better, but still it's a little bit hard 
after I lost a lot of water," he said. 

Acciari scored his first goal as a Leaf on Sunday.  

"It felt great to get it out of the way early," the 31-year-old said.  

COOKIE'S FIRST AS A LEAF!   pic.twitter.com/Edn7G68Sbt 

— Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) February 20, 2023 

O'Reilly was the headliner in last week's blockbuster trade, but Acciari 
also figures to be a significant contributor despite starting in a fourth-line 
role between Zach Aston-Reese and Alex Kerfoot. 

"He is just a reliable and responsible player on both sides of the puck," 
raved Keefe. "He plays a very hard and simple offensive game, and yet 
he plays with confidence and poise with his head up to make a play. He 
gets rewarded [Sunday] around the net, but he has been around the net 
in both games. Defensively, he is in good spots. He has an incredible 
defensive stick. He is just really heavy and hard on the puck. When he 
pushes on you or leans on you, you stop generally. Very, very 
encouraged with what we have seen from him." 

Acciari has fired seven shots on net, recorded six hits and has also 
helped Toronto kill off all four penalties taken in the last two games. 
Acciari led all Leafs forwards in shorthanded ice time over the weekend. 

"It seems like he brings it every single night," Marner observed. "When 
he's getting on the forecheck, he's taking the body and trying to separate 
the man from the puck. It's been pretty clear here that he's coming in with 
a lot of energy, a lot of pace. He's bringing a lot to our kill." 

What has allowed Acciari to make such a strong impression despite the 
whirlwind last few days?  

"You just try and play hockey," Acciari stated simply. "I mean, yeah, it's 
meeting a lot of new people, but everyone here has been welcoming to 
me and O'Rye. There's one goal in mind in this locker room and we want 
to be a part of that."  

"The Acciari group, that's the best our fourth line has looked all season," 
Keefe said. 

Keefe 'very, very encouraged' by Acciari's energetic start with Leafs 

Newly-acquired Noel Acciari is quickly endearing himself to the Leafs. 
"It's been pretty clear here that he's coming in with a lot of energy, a lot of 
pace," said Mitch Marner. The 31-year-old centre scored his first goal 
with Toronto on Sunday. "He is just a reliable and responsible player on 
both sides of the puck," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "Very, very 
encouraged with what we have seen from him." 

O'Reilly and Michael Bunting may be getting a bit nostalgic during this 
road trip. They can share stories about their days at Cardinal Newman 
High School in Scarborough, Ont.  

"He went to Newman a little before me," said Bunting. "I'll be talking to 
him about that. I know his aunt really well. She was my teacher and my 
volleyball coach. Yeah, it's a small world."  

O'Reilly picked up his first point as a Leaf on Saturday courtesy a second 
assist on the second goal by Bunting in the second period. It came just 
as a Leafs power play expired. O'Reilly has started on Toronto's second 
man-advantage unit, which provides that group with a faceoff ace.   

"He's been a significant power-play contributor in St. Louis," said Keefe. 
"He was playing more first-unit time in previous years than he was this 
year. He's very good down the middle of the ice whether that's net front 
or as the bumper. We'll continue to play around with that a little bit and 
see what the right fit is in terms of where his spot will be and who the 
right guys to complement him are."  

Reduckulous, amirite   pic.twitter.com/M7pRU1y5tB 

— Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) February 19, 2023 

Bunting's second goal on Saturday was a nice one-time shot from inside 
the right circle that beat Jake Allen on the blocker side.  

"That's something I wanted to work on in the off-season and still work on 
in it during practices as well," Bunting said, "kind of being a threat farther 
away from the net instead of being right in front of the net. My game and 
where I want to be is in front of the net and that's where I want to get my 
goals, but if I have opportunities from afar I don't want to be afraid to do 
it." 

It was Bunting's 18th goal of the season, but his first by way of the slap 
shot.  

"I know he's worked on that shot, in particular, quite a bit," said Keefe. 
"Those shots don't necessarily present themselves a whole lot especially 
for a player like him who plays on the line that he does [with Matthews 
and William Nylander] and plays where he does on the power play. He's 
going to be in and around the net, but the more versatile you can be as a 
scorer, it helps you, of course. He was certainly eager to shoot that puck 
and a lot of that is because he's put in the work on that particular shot."   

--- 

Rasmus Sandin skated on Tuesday morning, but the defenceman will 
miss a second straight game with an undisclosed injury.  

"The fact that he wanted to get out there today and was able to move 
around a bit is a positive sign," said Keefe. "He's not going to play 
tonight, but he's not far away." 

The next Leafs game will be Friday when they host the Minnesota Wild.   

--- 

Projected Leafs lines for Tuesday's game:  

Bunting - Matthews - Nylander  

Tavares - O'Reilly - Marner  

Jarnkrok - Kampf - Engvall  
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Aston-Reese - Acciari - Kerfoot  

Rielly - Holl 

Giordano - Liljegren  

Brodie - Timmins 

Samsonov starts  

Woll 
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