
 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 23, 2023 

 

2023 NHL trade deadline burning questions: Dark horse trade targets, stealth buyers, more 

By Harman Dayal 
There must be a lot of stressed-out general managers in the 
leadup to the NHL trade deadline. 
Many clubs still have to decide whether they’re in or out as 
buyers or sellers. Some buyers lack cap space and need to 
find creative ways to clear financial hurdles. Other teams will 
have a perfect target in mind but worry that they might get 
outbid, especially if they aren’t deep on desirable draft picks 
and prospects. 
Most of the big trade deadline storylines such as Patrick 
Kane’s future, where the top targets like Timo Meier and 
Jakob Chychrun will land, whether Erik Karlsson could get 
dealt and more have already been heavily reported and 
discussed. Our latest buyers/sellers tier article is a nice 
recap of where all 32 teams generally stand. But let’s expand 
and go deeper on five burning NHL trade deadline questions 
that haven’t been as prevalent in the mainstream 
conversation. 

Will elite prospects stay off limits? 

Remember the days when a rental like Martin Erat could 
command a prospect of Filip Forsberg’s caliber? 
The league’s changed a lot since then. Contenders need 
players who can significantly outperform their contract and 
young ELC talent is the easiest way to source that. Just look 
at how Bowen Byram led the Avalanche in five-on-five ice 
time during the Stanley Cup Final while making peanuts 
against the salary cap. 
It’s looking increasingly difficult for sellers to pry A-level 
prospects from contenders, even for legitimate difference-
makers. The Leafs, for example, made the Ryan O’Reilly 
deal without having to give up Matthew Knies. 
Vancouver’s approach to shopping Bo Horvat also hinted at 
how difficult it is to acquire elite prospects. 
Hurricanes GM Don Waddell told colleague Sean Gentille 
that the Canucks were targeting the highest first-round pick 
possible, which resulted in them striking a deal with the 
Islanders who are on the playoff bubble. Vancouver’s 
publicly stated it wants to retool by acquiring young 
prospects and players who can make an NHL impact soon 
rather than a full rebuild which mostly prioritizes draft picks. 
Given that context, the fact that the Canucks turned their 
attention to securing the most valuable draft pick possible 
suggests they may not have felt confident that an elite 
prospect would become realistically available for Horvat. 
Sure, the Canucks also got Aatu Räty in the trade, but he’s 
not a top-50 drafted NHL prospect. 
The burning question now is whether this trend will continue 
for significantly more valuable chips like Meier and 
Chychrun, who are not UFAs at the end of this season. 
Carolina, for example, is expected to be a front-runner for 
Meier. Pierre LeBrun has reported that the Canes have told 
teams they are not moving 21-year-old stud prospect 
Alexander Nikishin. 

Los Angeles has been constantly linked to Chychrun. Elliotte 
Friedman reported that the Kings have made it clear Brandt 
Clarke and Quinton Byfield are untouchable. 
Colleague Daniel Nugent-Bowman’s reporting through this 
season would lead one to believe that the Oilers are 
unwilling to part with Philip Broberg in any kind of Chychrun 
talks. 
It’ll be very interesting to see just how hard it becomes for 
sellers — even ones dealing high-end players with term — to 
acquire A-level prospects. 

Do the Hurricanes have a big dark horse trade target if they 
strike out on Timo Meier? 

Speaking of the Canes, they have arguably the most enticing 
combination of cap space and assets of any contender. The 
overlooked catalyst is that while Carolina’s positioned to be 
competitive for a while, the club has a really unique two-year 
window that it should be aggressively trying to maximize. 
Sebastian Aho ($8.46 million, UFA), Martin Necas ($3 
million, RFA), Seth Jarvis ($894,167, RFA), Brett Pesce 
($4.025 million, UFA) and Brady Skjei ($5.25 million, UFA) 
are all expiring contracts at the end of the 2023-24 season 
and most of them will be in line for significant raises. In other 
words, their best window to win a Stanley Cup is this year 
and next. 
Carolina should be aggressive at the deadline when you 
combine the aforementioned factors with the club’s glaring 
need for a top-flight goal scorer or second-line center. But 
what happens if they strike out in the Meier sweepstakes? 
The Hurricanes don’t typically like paying big for rentals but 
there aren’t many high-end forwards with term beyond this 
season who have surfaced publicly. Does Carolina have 
something up its sleeve as a Plan B? The Vincent Trocheck 
acquisition, for example, caught everyone off guard at the 
2020 trade deadline. 
Would Nick Schmaltz check boxes as a second-line center 
with term? Schmaltz has scored 37 points in 42 games for 
Arizona this season and produced 59 points in 63 games last 
year. He’s on a $5.85 million cap hit for three seasons after 
this one. 
That’s just one example, but I’m really fascinated to see what 
happens in Raleigh — given their unique cap space, assets 
and stakes — if the Hurricanes are outbid on Meier. 

The Western Conference is wide open … will a surprise 
team make a splash? 

The Eastern Conference is chock full of terrifying teams on 
paper: Boston, Carolina, Tampa Bay, the Rangers and 
Toronto among them. That doesn’t even include the upstart 
New Jersey Devils who sit third in the conference. 
Vegas is currently No. 1 in the West with 73 points, which 
would be good for seventh in the Eastern Conference in a 
wild-card spot. Isn’t that crazy? 
The Golden Knights aren’t a sure thing as a bona fide Cup 
contender given Mark Stone’s injury situation. Colorado’s 
loaded on paper but the club’s rarely been able to stay 
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healthy all at once. Edmonton, who made the final four last 
year, has been inconsistent and has major question marks in 
goal and on the back end. Those three teams are widely 
expected to be pretty aggressive buyers; nobody will be 
surprised if they make a big move. 
Nos. 2-5 in the Western Conference standings right now 
include Dallas, Winnipeg, Los Angeles and Seattle, in that 
order. This is where it gets intriguing. None of these clubs 
were expected to be legitimate Cup contenders going into 
this season but I wonder if any of them will look at the wide-
open competition in the West and believe they can go deep 
in the playoffs with the right big splash. 
The Stars are already without their first- and third-round 
picks this year, but will they go all in? 
Connor Hellebuyck, Mark Scheifele and Pierre-Luc Dubois 
are all UFA-eligible in 2024. Will that incentivize the Jets to 
push hard at this year’s deadline? 
The Kings are young, on the rise and have time, but could 
they accelerate that process? 
Multiple insiders surprisingly named Seattle as a legitimate 
candidate for Horvat during his sweepstakes. Could the 
Kraken follow the Vegas expansion model and become a 
wild card to make a major move with another candidate? 
The Wild have underperformed this year but could they still 
view themselves as genuine contenders if they add a rental? 
It’s so much easier to convince yourself as a good but not 
elite Western Conference team that you have a legitimate 
chance to go deep in the playoffs, so I wonder if that will lead 
to some surprisingly aggressive buyers. 

Does it really make sense for the Blues to go big-game 
hunting for players with term? 

Blues GM Doug Armstrong did an excellent job extracting 
value for his assets, with three 2023 first-round picks already 
in his arsenal. Ivan Barbashev should return a nice package, 
too. 
With that enhanced buying power, Daily Faceoff’s Frank 
Seravalli reported that the Blues have entered the Timo 
Meier sweepstakes. That comes after Armstrong publicly 
suggested they could weaponize some of their draft capital 
to acquire players who are 26 and under. 
On the surface, you can understand why Meier would appeal 
to the Blues. He’s 26 and would fit in with Robert Thomas, 
Jordan Kyrou and Pavel Buchnevich. But once you dive 
deeper, I don’t think it’s the most sensible course of action 
considering the club’s blue line and cap situation. 

St. Louis’ defense has performed really poorly. Despite that, 
Colton Parayko, Torey Krug and Justin Faulk — who are all 
in the 29-31 age range — will each make $6.5 million 
through at least 2026-27 (2029-30 in Parayko’s case). Nick 
Leddy, 31, is making $4 million through 2025-26. Marco 
Scandella, 33, will make $3.25 million through next 
season.St. Louis’ top six would be electric with Meier in the 
fold, but does that matter when you’re still stuck with an old, 
ineffective, expensive blue line? Once you combine Meier’s 
next contract with Kyrou and Thomas’ matching $8.125 
million AAV contracts kicking in, the money tied up to 
Buchnevich and Brandon Saad and the long-term defense 
deals, I’m not sure a big swing for a player like Meier or 
Chychrun makes sense until the Blues are able to clear 
some of their top-four contracts. 
The Blues can still retool rather than rebuild, but they need to 
be careful about hitting the fast-forward button too soon. 

What is Ron Hextall and the Penguins’ big-picture plan? 

When GM Ron Hextall re-signed Evgeni Malkin and Kris 
Letang last summer to keep the big three intact, it was a sign 
the Penguins were still all in. 
Malkin, Letang and Sidney Crosby have all lived up to 
expectations and yet the team flat-out doesn’t look like a real 
contender in the East right now. The bottom six is a complete 
mess, the blue line is pretty ordinary and Tristan Jarry’s 
durability concerns leave the goaltending position vulnerable, 
too. Pittsburgh’s lost three straight and sits one point back of 
the Panthers for the final wild-card spot, albeit with one game 
in hand. 
I’m curious how Hextall will proceed. Will the Penguins look 
at their precarious position and the mighty teams in their 
conference and decide there’s no point in being aggressive 
at the deadline? That they’re too many pieces away from 
realistically winning the Cup this year and that a low-key 
depth addition or two is the extent to which we’ll see 
changes? Or will management look at the aging team and 
conclude this is their last year to accomplish anything 
meaningful, in which case they perhaps chase players like 
Adam Henrique to substantially upgrade the roster? 
Regardless of what they do at the deadline, what happens if 
the Penguins face another early first-round exit, or worse yet, 
miss the playoffs altogether? Would that kick-start a retool? 
Would Hextall lose his job? 
It feels like the Penguins are in an awkward in-between 
stage in their cycle and it’s hard to discern what the big-
picture plan is. 
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Stadium Series game was most watched regular season game in Raleigh market, set sales 
records 

Raleigh, N.C. — Another benchmark was reached from 
Saturday night's 2023 Stadium Series game at Carter-Finley 
Stadium, largely considered a success by most fans and 
entities. 
The game was the most-watched regular season NHL game 
in the Raleigh market's history, validating the fanfare the 
game received among the 57,000 spectators in attendance. 
The Hurricanes' 4-1 win against the Washington Capitals 
averaged 1.1 million viewers and was the most-watched 
Stadium Series game since 2019 when the Pittsburgh 
Penguins played the Philadelphia Flyers. 
Viewership for the 2023 game was up 73 percent from the 
2022 game between the Nashville Predators and Tampa Bay 

Lightning and 13 percent from the 2020 game between the 
Los Angeles Kings and Colorado Avalanche. 
The peak viewership was 1.5 million total viewers and it 
marked the second most-viewed NHL game of the season 
across all networks. 
The game also set ticket sales records for Stadium Series, 
outperforming the 2017 event by 2.4% and was an 13% 
increase over the 2022 event in Nashville. 
The total online sales were the highest ever for a Stadium 
Series game with NHL officials noting it was one of the 
fastest sellouts they'd ever seen for an outdoor game. 

 

 

Hurricanes try to keep win streak alive, host the Senators 

Ottawa Senators (27-25-4, seventh in the Atlantic Division) vs. Carolina Hurricanes (38-10-8, first in the Metropolitan Division) 
Raleigh, North Carolina; Friday, 7 p.m. EST 
BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes will attempt to keep a four-game win streak alive when they host the Ottawa Senators. 
Carolina has a 38-10-8 record overall and a 20-6-2 record on its home ice. The Hurricanes have a 34-4-4 record in games they 
score at least three goals. 
Ottawa has gone 11-13-2 in road games and 27-25-4 overall. The Senators have allowed 179 goals while scoring 170 for a -9 
scoring differential. 
The teams meet Friday for the first time this season. 
TOP PERFORMERS: Sebastian Aho has 25 goals and 26 assists for the Hurricanes. Seth Jarvis has scored five goals and added 
two assists over the past 10 games. 
Brady Tkachuk has 24 goals and 36 assists for the Senators. Claude Giroux has eight goals and five assists over the last 10 
games. 
LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 9-1-0, averaging 4.1 goals, 6.6 assists, 3.1 penalties and 6.8 penalty minutes while giving up 2.2 
goals per game. 
Senators: 7-2-1, averaging 3.8 goals, 6.5 assists, 4.9 penalties and 10.7 penalty minutes while giving up 2.7 goals per game. 
INJURIES: Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), Jake Gardiner: out (hip/back), Max Pacioretty: out (achilles). 
Senators: Josh Norris: out for season (shoulder), Anton Forsberg: out (knees), Jake Sanderson: out (upper-body), Nick Holden: out 
(upper body). 
The Associated Press created this story using technology provided by Data Skrive and data from Sportradar. 
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Super 16: Avalanche enter top 10 of power rankings, Bruins still No. 1 

Red Wings replace Flames at No. 16 after winning 6 of 7 

The Colorado Avalanche cracked the top 10 in the Super 16 
rankings this week thanks to a five-game point streak (4-0-1). 
Colorado, which was No. 12 last week, is 11-2-2 in its past 
15 games and has vaulted into third in the Central Division 
despite a rash of injuries all season. 
The Detroit Red Wings, who have won six of their past seven 
games, entered the rankings at No. 16, replacing the Calgary 
Flames. 
As a reminder, to come up with the Super 16 each week, the 
13 voters put together their own version of what they think 
the rankings should look like. A point total assigned to each 
with the team selected first is given 16 points, second 15, 
third 14, and so on down the line. 
Here is the Super 16 with some thoughts on what the ranked 
teams could do prior to the 2023 NHL Trade Deadline on 
March 3 at 3 p.m. ET, from each of the voting staff members: 
1. Boston Bruins (43-8-5) 
Total points: 206 
Last week: No. 1 
"The Bruins could be fine -- and a Stanley Cup contender -- 
even if they don't do a single thing before the deadline. Sure, 
they could use a defenseman, but they don't necessarily 
need one. After a small dip before the 2023 Honda NHL All-
Star Game, they came back strong, winning four straight 
games, including a road trip through Dallas and Nashville. 
Getting forward Jake DeBrusk back has proved to be a major 
addition. The rest, at the moment, is gilding the lily, but you 
can be sure general manager Don Sweeney and the front 
office is working on getting the piece that might just put the 
Bruins over the top." -- Amalie Benjamin, staff writer 
2. Carolina Hurricanes (38-10-8) 
Total points: 196 
Last week: No. 2 
"This is a tough one because the Hurricanes have had a lot 
of success this season, and I always wonder about tinkering 
too much with what got you there. However, when they have 
made changes, and they've made many the past few 
seasons, those acquisitions have adapted well to coach Rod 
Brind'Amour's system. Carolina has space under the NHL 
salary cap, with forward Max Pacioretty on long-term injured 
reserve after he tore his Achilles tendon for the second time 
last month and in the final season of a four-year, $28 million 
contract (average annual value of $7 million) he signed with 
the Vegas Golden Knights on Sept. 10, 2018. The 
Hurricanes aren't deficient in many areas, so add some 
depth at forward and let 'er rip." -- Tracey Myers, staff writer 
3. New Jersey Devils (37-15-5) 
Total points: 168 
Last week: No. 3 

"The Devils are in a position they haven't been in for some 
time, buyers before the trade deadline. They have four 
skaters with at least 52 points and three with at least 23 
goals. But you can never have enough scoring, especially in 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs, which is why they should be in the 
market for a scoring wing. Two-time Cup winner Ondrej Palat 
was signed prior to the season, but New Jersey could seek 
to add more playoff experience to a young roster." -- David 
Satriano, staff writer 
4. Toronto Maple Leafs (35-15-8) 
Total points: 165 
Last week: No. 6 
"The Maple Leafs made one of the biggest moves before the 
trade deadline by acquiring center Ryan O'Reilly and forward 
Noel Acciari from the St. Louis Blues on Friday. O'Reilly is 
exactly the type of player who could help Toronto win a 
postseason series for the first time since 2004. He won the 
2019 Selke Trophy voted as the best defensive forward in 
the NHL, the Conn Smythe Trophy as most valuable player 
of the playoffs and the Stanley Cup with the Blues. He can 
produce offensively too; in three games with the Maple 
Leafs, O'Reilly has five points (three goals, two assists)." -- 
Nicholas J. Cotsonika, columnist 
5. Tampa Bay Lightning (36-17-3) 
Total points: 158 
Last week: No. 4 
"The Lightning are again geared up for another long spring. 
They have all the pieces in place, but you can count them to 
add valuable role players before 3 p.m. ET on March 3. 
Tampa Bay did well ahead of two of the past three deadlines 
with the acquisitions of forwards Blake Coleman and Barclay 
Goodrow in 2020 and Nicholas Paul and Brandon Hagel last 
season. They might be looking for depth at defenseman this 
season." -- Robert Laflamme, LNH.com senior writer 
6. New York Rangers (33-15-9) 
Total points: 150 
Last week: No. 5 
"Never say never, but I have to think the Rangers are done 
following the acquisitions of forwards Vladimir Tarasenko 
and Tyler Motte, and defenseman Niko Mikkola. It took 50 
saves from Winnipeg Jets goalie Connor Hellebuyck to end 
New York's 10-game point streak Monday. Consider this too: 
The Rangers put their streak together without Igor Shesterkin 
on top of his game; he's allowed at least three goals in seven 
of his past eight starts dating to Jan. 19." -- Brian Compton, 
managing editor 
7. Dallas Stars (30-16-12) 
Total points: 117 
Last week: No. 7 
"With the Stars near the top of the Western Conference 
standings, there is hardly a reason for them to feel insecure 
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about their chances for a deep playoff run. In Jake Oettinger, 
they have one of the best goalies in the NHL. Dallas could try 
to add offense before the deadline, but without overpaying 
for help. General manager Jim Nill is known for having no 
fear of missing out by choosing to stand pat. It's what the 
Stars did before the 2019-20 deadline, and they advanced to 
the Stanley Cup Final." -- Paul Strizhevsky, staff writer 
8. Vegas Golden Knights (34-18-5) 
Total points: 116 
Last week: No. 9 
"The Golden Knights limped into the All-Star break, going 1-
5-2, but won five straight afterwards before a 3-2 shootout 
loss to the Chicago Blackhawks on Tuesday. They are still 
first in the Pacific Division, and knowing their history of 
shaking up the roster, I wouldn't be surprised if they make a 
big move before the deadline. The Western Conference is 
wide open, and a strong addition could make them the team 
to beat." -- Bill Price, Editor-in-Chief 
9. Winnipeg Jets (35-22-1) 
Total points: 106 
Last week: No. 8 
"The Jets are second in the Central Division and appear to 
be in good shape to qualify for the playoffs. I have them No. 
9 in my Super 16 this week, and they may look for either a 
top-six or middle-six forward, or perhaps a top-four 
defenseman. San Jose Sharks forward Timo Meier, a hard-
nosed grinder, has been on the wish list of several general 
managers, but Jets GM Kevin Cheveldayoff might consider 
defense a priority with Luke Schenn (Vancouver Canucks) or 
Matt Dumba (Minnesota Wild) as potential targets. 
Hellebuyck with more support will only strengthen that area 
of the ice. Winnipeg has many young players on the current 
roster and in the organizational pipeline." -- Mike G. 
Morreale, staff writer 
10. Colorado Avalanche (31-19-5) 
Total points: 87 
Last week: No. 12 
Though the Avalanche have been showing signs of playing 
like the defending Stanley Cup champions over the past 
month, some moves are needed before the deadline to make 
a legitimate run for a repeat. It's alarming that defenseman 
Cale Makar is dealing with concussion issues again, so 
improving depth at the position should be on the want-list, 
even with a talented cast like Samuel Girard, Devon Toews 
and Bowen Byram still in place. They could use another 
impact player up front too. Though captain Gabriel 
Landeskog started skating again this week and the forward 
could be back from knee surgery by mid-March, the 
Avalanche have yet to fill the hole left by the departure of 
free agent Nazem Kadri to Calgary. -- Mike Zeisberger, staff 
writer 
11. Los Angeles Kings (32-19-7) 
Total points: 85 
Last week: No. 11 
"The Kings are in position to qualify for the playoffs for the 
second consecutive season, two points behind the first-place 
Golden Knights in the Pacific Division but also just three 
ahead of the Wild for the second wild card into the playoffs 
from the West. So, adding a key player before the deadline 
could make the difference between starting the first round at 
home or on the road. Although Los Angeles has won 
consistently with Pheonix Copley (17-4-1, 2.67 goals-against 
average, .904 save percentage, one shutout) since he was 

called up from Ontario of the American Hockey League on 
Dec. 1, goaltending remains a question mark. The Kings' 
.901 save percentage at 5-on-5 entering Wednesday was 
30th in the NHL, but there might not be a clear upgrade in 
net available." -- Tom Gulitti, staff writer 
12. Seattle Kraken (32-19-6) 
Total points: 68 
Last week: No. 13 
"The Kraken are in the thick of the Pacific Division race, lead 
the NHL with 144 goals at 5-on-5 and are one of the better 
teams on the road (17-9-3). But center depth remains an 
issue, as do their special teams. The Kraken lack a true 
game-breaking No. 1 center but may have little chance of 
finding that player. They win 45.7 percent of their face-offs, 
tied with the Philadelphia Flyers for 29th in the NHL, and are 
31st on the penalty kill (72.5 percent), so the focus should be 
on acquiring a bottom-six center who can win face-offs and 
kill penalties. Sam Lafferty of the Blackhawks, Scott 
Laughton of the Flyers or Nick Bonino of the Sharks could be 
options if they are made available. An addition like that could 
be what pushes Seattle into a division title or at least home-
ice advantage in the first round." -- Adam Kimelman, deputy 
managing editor 
13. Edmonton Oilers (31-19-8) 
Total points: 60 
Last week: No. 10 
"Oilers GM Ken Holland has never met a deadline he hasn't 
liked. It's unlikely this season will be different. Edmonton 
needs depth at forward and defenseman. A top-six forward 
could set up the lines in a way that makes the Oilers much 
more dangerous and difficult to match up against. On 
defense, an infusion of talent -- there have been rumors 
swirling around Erik Karlsson of the Sharks -- would address 
the biggest weakness on a team that, with forwards Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl, can outscore most others on 
any given night." -- Shawn P. Roarke, senior director of 
editorial 
14. Minnesota Wild (31-21-5) 
Total points: 34 
Last week: No. 15 
"The Wild's three-game winning streak that has them in the 
second wild-card spot in the West has put general manager 
Bill Guerin in a tough spot. Minnesota has the cap space but 
is hardly in position to go all-in and start giving up high draft 
picks for rentals. The Wild need top-six offensive help 
because 5-on-5 scoring has been a struggle all season (93 
goals, 31st in NHL) . They hope their current forwards 
Jordan Greenway, Ryan Hartman and Marcus Foligno, who 
have all underperformed, can start scoring more, or they 
could go shopping. Either way, it will likely be a last-minute 
decision depending on how the standings look in a week." -- 
Paul Strizhevsky, staff writer 
15. Pittsburgh Penguins (27-20-9) 
Total points: 17 
Last week: No. 14 
"The Penguins have qualified for the playoffs in 16 straight 
seasons, a streak in jeopardy this season. They are on the 
wrong side of the wild card race, have lost three straight and 
haven't won more than two consecutive games since Dec. 
12-15. What the Penguins need is forward depth behind 
Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin and Jake Guentzel. The third 
line has struggled all season with Brock McGinn, Jeff Carter 
and Kasperi Kapanen combining for 25 goals and 55 points. 
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The third and fourth lines need to be bolstered, and the 
sooner the better." -- Satriano 
16. Detroit Red Wings (27-21-8) 
Total points: 11 
Last week: Unranked 
"The Red Wings, who are in the thick of the wild card race 
having won six of seven games, haven't qualified for the 
playoffs in the past six seasons. Their biggest need is in 
goal. Ville Husso has played well, but Alex Nedeljkovic has 
struggled mightily and was sent to Grand Rapids of the AHL. 
Backup Magnus Hellberg has 15 games of NHL experience 
since entering the League in 2013, so if something happens 
to Husso, Detroit could be in trouble down the stretch." -- 
Satriano 
  
Others receiving points: New York Islanders 10, Buffalo 
Sabres 7, Florida Panthers 6, Ottawa Senators 1 
Dropped out: Calgary Flames (No. 16) 
HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  
AMALIE BENJAMIN  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Winnipeg Jets; 9. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 10. Los Angeles Kings; 11. Seattle 
Kraken; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Minnesota Wild; 16. Detroit Red 
Wings 
BRIAN COMPTON 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. New York Rangers; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Vegas Golden Knights; 8. Los 
Angeles Kings; 9. Dallas Stars; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11. 
Colorado Avalanche; 12. Seattle Kraken; 13. Edmonton 
Oilers; 14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Detroit Red Wings; 16. 
Pittsburgh Penguins 
NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Vegas Golden Knights; 8. Dallas 
Stars; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. Seattle Kraken; 11. Los Angeles 
Kings; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Minnesota Wild; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. Detroit Red 
Wings 
TOM GULITTI  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Vegas Golden Knights; 8. Dallas 
Stars; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. Seattle Kraken; 11. Los Angeles 
Kings; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Minnesota Wild; 15. Detroit Red Wings. 16. New York 
Islanders 
ADAM KIMELMAN 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. Dallas 
Stars; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Colorado Avalanche; 9. New 
Jersey Devils; 10. Vegas Golden Knights; 11. Seattle 
Kraken; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Pittsburgh Penguins; 14. 
Buffalo Sabres; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Florida Panthers 
ROBERT LAFLAMME  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Vegas Golden 

Knights; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. Los Angeles Kings; 11. 
Edmonton Oilers; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. Seattle 
Kraken; 14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. 
New York Islanders 
MIKE G. MORREALE 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. New Jersey Devils; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Vegas Golden Knights; 8. Colorado 
Avalanche; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. Dallas Stars; 11. Minnesota 
Wild; 12. Los Angeles Kings; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Seattle Kraken; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. New York 
Islanders 
TRACEY MYERS  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Vegas Golden Knights; 8. Dallas 
Stars; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. Los Angeles Kings; 11. Seattle 
Kraken; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Colorado Avalanche; 14. 
Edmonton Oilers; 15. New York Islanders; 16. Florida 
Panthers 
BILL PRICE 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. New Jersey Devils; 5. New York Rangers; 6. Dallas 
Stars; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Winnipeg Jets; 9. Seattle 
Kraken; 10. Vegas Golden Knights; 11. Los Angeles Kings; 
12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Minnesota Wild; 15. New York Islanders; 16. Detroit Red 
Wings 
SHAWN P. ROARKE  
1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. Colorado 
Avalanche; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. New Jersey Devils; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Los Angeles 
Kings; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. Dallas Stars; 11. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Buffalo Sabres; 14. 
Seattle Kraken; 15. Florida Panthers; 16. Ottawa Senators 
DAVID SATRIANO 
1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. New Jersey Devils; 5. New York Rangers; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. Vegas Golden Knights; 8. Colorado 
Avalanche; 9. Los Angeles Kings; 10. Dallas Stars; 11. 
Winnipeg Jets; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Seattle Kraken; 14. 
New York Islanders; 15. Florida Panthers; 16. Detroit Red 
Wings 
PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Vegas Golden Knights; 8. Dallas 
Stars; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. Los Angeles Kings; 11. Colorado 
Avalanche; 12. Seattle Kraken; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Minnesota Wild; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. Detroit Red 
Wings 
MIKE ZEISBERGER 
1.Boston Bruins; 2. New York Rangers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. New Jersey Devils; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 9. Edmonton Oilers; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11. Los 
Angeles Kings; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. Seattle Kraken; 
14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Detroit Red Wings; 16. Pittsburgh 
Penguins 
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NHL Trade Buzz: Hurricanes will be ‘aggressive’ ahead of Deadline 

Golden Knights trade Weber's contract to Coyotes; Capitals 
feel sense of 'urgency' 

Welcome to the NHL Trade Buzz. There are 10 days 
remaining until the 2023 NHL Trade Deadline (3 p.m. ET, 
March 3). Here's a look around the League at the latest 
deadline doings. 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 

The Hurricanes plan be aggressive in trying to add a player 
or two before the deadline to put them over the top in their 
bid to win the Stanley Cup this season, owner Tom Dundon 
said Wednesday. 
"I think we're leaning on the more aggressive side than ever 
right now because we've lost four years in a row when we 
could've won," Dundon said on the Daily Faceoff's Frankly 
Speaking podcast Wednesday. 
Carolina (38-10-8) is first in the Metropolitan Division and 
headed toward qualifying for Stanley Cup Playoffs for the 
fifth straight season following a nine-season drought. But the 
Hurricanes have been unable to take the next step since 
reaching the Eastern Conference Final in 2019, and Dundon 
believes it would be worth giving up pieces for the future to 
do it. 
Finding a replacement for forward Max Pacioretty, who is out 
for the season after tearing his Achilles tendon for the 
second time, will likely be a priority. 
"I think we've got ourselves in a position, with the amount of 
assets we have for the future and the age of our team and 
where we are, that we can probably be a little more 
aggressive giving up something in the future to increase our 
odds today without changing the window much, whatever 
that means," Dundon said. "Because I don't believe in the 
window thing. The reason we have so much turnover is we 
expect to be good every year." 

VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS  

The Golden Knights removed Shea Weber's contract from 
their long-term injured reserve and added depth at 
defenseman by acquiring Dysin Mayo in a trade with the 
Arizona Coyotes on Wednesday. In addition to Weber, they 
sent a fifth-round pick in the 2023 NHL Draft. 
Weber, a defenseman who has not played the past two 
seasons and will likely not play again because of a foot/ankle 
injury, was acquired in a trade with the Montreal Canadiens 
on July 16, 2022. Moving his contract, which has three 
seasons remaining after this one with an annual NHL salary 
cap charge of $7.85 million, will give Vegas salary cap 
flexibility to make other moves in the offseason.  
Mayo, a fifth-round pick (No. 133) by the Coyotes in the 2014 
NHL Draft, was assigned to Henderson of the American 
Hockey League. A right-hand shot, Mayo split this season 
between Arizona and Tucson of the AHL. 
The 26-year-old had no points in 15 games with Arizona this 
season and seven points (two goals, five assists) in 26 AHL 
games with Tucson. Mayo, who scored in his NHL debut 
against the Edmonton Oilers on Oct. 21, 2021, had 12 points 
(four goals, eight assists) in 82 NHL regular-season games 
with the Coyotes. 

WASHINGTON CAPITALS 

The Capitals' 3-1 loss to the Detroit Red Wings on Tuesday 
was their fifth straight, leaving them two points behind the 
Florida Panthers for the second wild card into the Stanley 
Cup Playoffs in the Eastern Conference. Tied with Detroit 
and one point behind the Pittsburgh Penguins, Washington 
(28-25-6) faces an uphill climb to qualify for the playoffs for 
the ninth straight season and might have to consider selling 
at the deadline if it continues to struggle. 
The Capitals have 11 healthy players eligible to become 
unrestricted free agents after this season, including 
defensemen Dmitry Orlov, Nick Jensen, Trevor van 
Riemsdyk, Erik Gustafsson, Matt Irwin and Dylan McIlrath 
and forwards Lars Eller, Garnet Hathaway, Conor Sheary, 
Marcus Johansson and Nicolas Aube-Kubel. 
"There's a lot of guys that don't have contracts beyond this 
year, but that's part of the game," Hathaway said. "That's the 
business. But the guys right here in this room are committed 
to this team right now and winning with this team and 
winning with this group of guys." 
The rest of this week could determine the Capitals' direction. 
They host the Anaheim Ducks on Thursday and the New 
York Rangers on Saturday before visiting the Buffalo Sabres, 
who they lead by two points, Sunday. They did get Alex 
Ovechkin back after he missed five games following the 
death of his father on Feb. 17. He could play Thursday. 
"I think this is kind of the biggest week of the year right now 
and I feel like guys know there's an urgency," forward Tom 
Wilson said. "The business part of it always creeps in, but we 
can't worry about that right now." 

ANAHEIM DUCKS 

Defenseman John Klingberg was a late scratch for the 
Ducks' 6-1 loss at the Tampa Bay Lightning on Tuesday 
because of a lower-body injury. The Ducks are likely to be 
careful with Klingberg's health with him expected to be 
moved before the deadline. 
The 30-year-old signed a one-year contract last offseason 
and is eligible to become an unrestricted free agent after the 
season. Anaheim (17-34-7) is tied with the Columbus Blue 
Jackets for last in the NHL with 41 points and looking for 
pieces for the future to help its rebuild. 
Although Klingberg's production has dipped to 22 points 
(seven goals, 15 assists) in 48 games this season after he 
had 47 (six goals, 41 assists) in 74 games with the Dallas 
Stars last season, he could help a contender in need of an 
offensive defenseman who can play the power-play point. 
Forward Adam Henrique's health is also a concern after he 
did not play in the third period Tuesday because of a lower-
body injury. There has been some speculation Henrique, 
who is tied with Trevor Zegras for the Ducks' lead with 19 
goals in 57 games this season, will be moved before the 
deadline as well. But the 33-year-old's contract, which has 
one season remaining on it after this one, could be an 
impediment. 
Toronto Maple Leafs 
The Maple Leafs announced on Wednesday that 
defenseman Jake Muzzin has been ruled out for the rest of 
the regular season and the postseason while he recovers 
from a cervical spine injury. The Maple Leafs announced on 
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Nov. 15 he was out indefinitely and would be reevaluated in 
late February. 
Though this news does not come as a shock to the Maple 
Leafs, and they have fared well without him this season (he's 
played just four games), this does free up some crucial NHL 
salary cap space for Toronto. 

With Muzzin on LTIR, Toronto has about $4.4 million of cap 
space to work with ahead of the deadline. 
"If we can improve [the defense] of course we will do that," 
general manager Kyle Dubas said last week, "but shift the 
focus from just singularly on the back end to the overall team 
and how we can improve it." 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NHL Trade Rumors: Timo Meier Targeted by Blues amid Devils, Hurricanes Deadling Links 

By Erin Walsh 
While it seemed like the St. Louis Blues would be full sellers at the trade deadline after moving on from Vladimir Tarasenko and 
Ryan O'Reilly this winter, it appears the franchise hasn't ruled out becoming a buyer. 
The Blues inquired with the San Jose Sharks about a deal for Timo Meier, per Frank Seravalli of Daily Faceoff. This comes amid 
rumors linking him to the Carolina Hurricanes and New Jersey Devils. 
The Blues traded Tarasenko to the New York Rangers on Feb. 9 in exchange for Sammy Blais, defense prospect Hunter Skinner, a 
conditional first-round pick in the 2023 draft and a fourth-round pick in the 2024 draft.The franchise followed that up by trading Ryan 
O'Reilly and Noel Acciari to the Toronto Maple Leafs on Feb. 17 in a three-team trade that also included the Minnesota Wild. St. 
Louis received Adam Gaudette, prospect Mikhail Abramov, a 2023 first-round pick, a 2023 third-round pick and a 2024 second-
round pick in the deal. 
The Blues now have three first-round picks in this year's draft. Seravalli believes the franchise will "leverage" those first-round picks 
to bring in Meier and sign him to a long-term extension to make him part of their core alongside Jordan Kyrou, Robert Thomas and 
Brayden Schenn. 
Meier is in the final year of a four-year, $24 million contract he signed with the Shark in July 2019. 
With San Jose well out of a playoff spot at 18-29-11 and headed for a rebuild, Meier is one of the team's biggest trade chips 
alongside two-time Norris Trophy winner Erik Karlsson. 
The 26-year-old has molded himself into a consistent 30-plus goal scorer. In 77 games last season, he tallied 35 goals and 41 
assists for 76 points. Through 57 games this season, he's notched 31 goals and 21 assists for 52 points. 
While Meier would certainly help St. Louis improve, the Blues currently sit well out of a playoff spot with a 26-27-3 record, so his 
acquisition would be more important for the future of the franchise. 
While the Hurricanes and Devils are interested in Meier, the Blues might be better positioned to land the star forward as San Jose 
is asking for a first-round pick and a high-end prospect or a first-round pick and two Grade B prospects, per SJ Hockey Now's 
Sheng Peng. 
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NHL Vibe Check: Grading Fans’ Realistic Trade Proposals Ahead of the 2023 Deadline 

By Sara Civian 
Folks, the 2023 NHL trade deadline is less than two weeks 
away, and it's going to be a juicy one. We've seen some 
blockbusters, including one of Toronto Maple Leafs GM Kyle 
Dubas' biggest moves ever in acquiring Ryan O'Reilly. 
What else might we see as March 3 looms closer and 
closer? I took to Twitter to ask for your best trade proposals, 
and you did not disappoint. 
The Carolina Hurricanes spent years looking for the answer 
to their center depth as they struggled to make the playoffs. 
Once they gave up on homegrown project Victor Rask and 
outsourced a few new guys, it felt like an overflow of strong 
centers was a top three reason they broke through to the 
postseason in 2019. 
At one point, they had so many centers that a few like Martin 
Necas shifted to wing, and it worked swimmingly for the 
defensively sound Canes. Now that perhaps underrated 
Vincent Trocheck is gone, Paul Stastny hasn't been a 
revelation, and Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Jordan Staal are both 
better suited for goal prevention than scoring, the Canes 
could use a productive second-line center. 
Is Matt Duchene the answer? You might roll your eyes at his 
$8 million AAV, but remember that Max Pacioretty's $7 
million is off the books. Duchene is having a solid season on 
the Nashville Predators with 17 goals and 43 points in 53 
games. 
The Canes are in the middle of their Cup window—they don't 
have desperation to get it done, but it'll only get harder as 
these core contracts start to expire. They've also been one of 
the best teams in the league when it comes to acquiring late-
draft value. 
Folks, deep breaths. Now is the right time to let go of a first-
round pick—if it's the right fit. I wouldn't hate Duchene on the 
Canes, but when I think about the team's urgent needs, I'd 
like to see more of a scoring flair in return for the first-
rounder. 
Final grade: B- 
This would make the team better and it's a realistic package, 
but you can only give up your 2023 first-rounder once. 
Choose wisely. 
Let's say the front-running New Jersey Devils manage to 
snag Timo Meier. This tells us not only that he's off the board 
for the Canes, but also that the San Jose Sharks' yard sale is 
officially on. If the Canes are running out of options (Bo 
Horvat, Vladimir Tarasenko and Ryan O'Reilly are off the 
board), Kevin Labanc could be a cheaper, depth-scoring 
option. 
The 27-year-old right winger could pop in somewhere on the 
thirdish line and potentially chip in. He's never hit the 20-goal 
mark in seven NHL seasons, but he's got 10 goals and 25 
points in 49 games right now. His contract is pricey for what 
he brings at a $4.725 million cap hit. 
Final grade: C- 
I don't love giving up a promising bottom-six center prospect 
for a guy who won't move the needle. It wouldn't have a huge 
negative impact on the team, but the Canes are better than 
making a move just to make it, and they have enough 
middle-of-the-lineup players. 
Sorry, Lou, I'm taking this time to create yet another Patrick 
Kane to the New York Rangers scenario just for you. 

I'm not in favor of this move, for what it's worth. The Rangers 
have done more than enough, and another move threatens 
the locker-room vibe—especially a move of this magnitude. 
But let's create as palpable of a situation as we can that 
ends with Kane as a Blueshirt. 
Waivers: Vitali Kravtsov (plus $2 million for the Rangers, who 
were only projected to end up with ~$900,000 at the deadline 
after acquiring Tarasenko and Tyler Motte) 
To Chicago: Zac Jones, a 2023 first-round pick, a 2023 
second-round pick and a 2023 third-round pick 
Chicago retains 50 percent of Kane's contract; another 
sucker retains 25 percent of Kane's contract; New York gets 
Kane at a 75 percent price cut. 
Grade: D 
The Rangers are ahead of schedule, and they were in a 
great position this year with two first-round picks. This young 
core including Igor Shesterkin has years to contend. Keep 
the second first-round pick and keep it moving. 
This is one way to ignite a rivalry in a league desperate for 
more. It would also help keep the Anaheim Ducks' comically 
abysmal goal differential from seeping into the negative-
100s. Maybe. 
Final grade: A- 
A girl can dream. 
This might be one of the most realistic trade proposals (if a 
bit much) I've seen on the fantasy land that is hockey Twitter. 
Sabres fans, I know it's a lot to ask to give up Olofsson's 
depth scoring (23 goals, nine assists, 32 points in 54 
games), enticing prospect Rosen, a first and a second. I'm 
wondering if the second would be necessary in a real-life 
version. 
But with several big names off the table and Meier having 
scored 31 goals, the Sharks can leverage a lot out of him. 
Maybe not this much, but it's not out of the question. 
Final grade: B+ 
It seems a bit extreme for the Sabres. If they could find a 
way to keep Olofsson or keep the second-round pick, I'd be 
more excited for them. But this could be the ballpark ask 
considering the context. 
The Los Angeles Kings are sitting in a playoff spot, and 
they've got the combination of a young team on the rise and 
Drew Doughty's potential last hurrah. Should they take 
advantage of the good vibes and go for Jakob Chychrun? 
They'd look scary with a bolstered blue line, but we all know 
Chychrun will be expensive. The Athletic's Eric Stephens has 
reported that Quinton Byfield could be a non-starter for the 
Kings, and I'll take that over this hypothetical. 
Is this the year to throw out big chunks of the future for the 
Kings? 
Final Grade: C- 
I get it, and this would immediately improve the team. But I'd 
wait until the Kings make it out of the first round and perhaps 
get around to acquiring a new goalie to trade potentially two 
first-rounders and two young players who could be part of 
the core for years to come. 
Can they go back in time and simply strengthen the defense 
instead of making 400 other changes? No? 
MIN vs CBJ 
Today 7:00 pm 
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Metropolitan Division Weekly Roundup: More Trades and Posturing for the Deadline 

The Carolina Hurricanes extend their lead on the division 
after a perfect weekend and a win against the Blues 

1. Carolina Hurricanes: 84 Points (38-10-8) 

The Carolina Hurricanes were able to avoid a post spectacle 
let down with a 4-1 win over the St. Louis Blues Tuesday 
night. Much had been made of Andrei Svechnikov’s 19 game 
goal drought, but he answered strongly last night with the 
first two goals of the game in just one period of play. 
Svechnikov’s goal numbers may not have been eye popping, 
but he still had 14 assists in the 19 games of 2023.  
A lot has also been made of the Carolina Hurricanes looking 
to trade for a second center upgrade. After a slow start, 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi has scored four goals and 12 total points 
in the last two months. He ranks sixth on the team in points 
and seventh in goals in that timespan. 
While he has not popped off to look like a total 
gamechanger, he has performed well for the Canes after his 
slow start. Just think back to Martin Necas last season. The 
Canes were patient with his development after everyone 
predicted him to be the breakout player of the season last 
season. He struggled last year, was a trade target, and now 
ranks second in points with 51 and second in goals with 22.  

2. New Jersey Devils: 79 Points (37-15-5) 

Kevin Weekes has reported that the NHL is looking at 
MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford, New Jersey to host a 
stadium series game next season. The New Jersey Devils 
are listed as one of the potential teams. The stadium could 
be used for multiple games like the NHL did with Yankee 
Stadium which featured all three NYC metropolitan teams in 
two separate games. The Devils are a perfect team to 
feature in an outdoor game, with a young great core of 
players that could use more national exposure. 
The Devils initially reported that center Jack Hughes would 
be out week-to-week, but he only missed four games with an 
upper-body injury. Hughes returned to action on Saturday 
against the Pittsburgh Penguins. His impact has immediately 
been felt with four assists in the three games since he has 
returned.  

3. New York Rangers: 75 Points (33-15-9) 

The New York Rangers acquired forward Tyler Motte from 
the Ottawa Senators for Julien Gauthier and a seventh-round 
pick in 2023. The seventh-round pick can be upgraded to a 
sixth-round pick if the Rangers win a round in the playoffs. 
Motte was acquired last season at the deadline by the 
Rangers to upgrade their young bottom-six. The Rangers 
were interested in signing Motte in the offseason before he 
signed with the Senators for $1.3 million.  
Motte hasn’t had great numbers with a middling Senators 
team. He’s not a goal scorer having just three goals and six 
assists in 39 games this season. With the Senators, he 
ranked 11th in forwards in Corsi at just 43.83%. He also 

ranks 10th amongst forwards with a 45.57% expected goals 
for. It does seem weird that the Rangers would trade a 
cheaper option with team control for Motte, but they must 
have liked what they saw last year in the playoffs to bring 
him back. 

4. New York Islanders: 65 Points (29-24-7) 

The New York Islanders have climbed back into playoff 
position with 65 points. However, three of the four teams 
chasing them for the wild card positions have multiple games 
in hand which makes the math tougher for the Islanders than 
it first appears. The Isles will also be without forward Mathew 
Barzal for the foreseeable future. After initially being listed as 
out “indefinitely,” the Isles recanted and upgraded him to 
week-to-week on Monday. 
Barzal’s 37 assists lead the Islanders and his 51 total points 
ranks second only behind Brock Nelson who has 57. Prior to 
his injury he was playing with new acquisition Bo Horvat. In 
the seven games he played with Horvat he scored two goals 
and eight total points in seven games. Horvat is now up to 
four goals and two assists in his eight games with the Isles. 
None was more impactful than his one goal and one assist 
against the Penguins on Monday. 

5. Pittsburgh Penguins: 63 Points (27-20-9) 

The Pittsburgh Penguins are just 4-5-1 in their last 10 games 
which now has them outside of a playoff position. The 
Penguins playoff streak dates back all the way to 2007 and is 
now in actual danger. The frustration from the team has 
become more visible. Two weeks ago Sidney Crosby was 
thrown out of a game after arguing with a referee. Most 
recently against the New York Islanders the Pens got in a 
melee against the Isles which saw Kris Letang, Evgeni 
Malkin, Jake Guentzel, and Marcus Pettersson all sit in the 
penalty box. 
Their most recent game saw the return of Tristan Jarry 
between the pipes. However, that didn’t change the Pens 
fortune as his mistakes led directly to goals against in an 
ultimate third period collapse. The collapse culminated in 
their third straight loss and their fourth loss in the last five 
games. The Penguins are going to have to make some 
moves to strengthen their struggling bottom six to have a 
chance to make the playoffs. 

6. Washington Capitals: 62 Points (28-25-6) 

Alex Ovechkin is set to return to the ice this week and could 
be back on the ice as early as Thursday when the 
Washington Capitals take on the Anaheim Ducks. The Caps 
have been winless in their five games without Ovechkin. The 
Caps have been able to overcome other losses this season, 
but without Ovi, their power play has become more 
predictable and they have lacked the explosive easy goal. 
They have had to fight for everything they have gotten which 
is why they have just eight goals in their last five games. 
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The Capitals have gotten some good news on the injury front 
though. Forward Tom Wilson back ahead of the Stadium 
Series game in Raleigh on Saturday. Wilson scored the 
Caps lone goal in their last two games against the Carolina 
Hurricanes and Detroit Red Wings. Nic Dowd also returned 
to action last night after being out for a month. Dowd slotted 
in as the fourth line center. Aliaksei Protas was sent to the 
minors to make room for Dowd.  

7. Philadelphia Flyers: 56 Points (23-26-10) 

On Monday, John Tortorella scratched defenseman Travis 
Sanheim for the first time this season. Sanheim played 
Juniors in Calgary and also has family in Calgary who were 
at the game. Sanheim initially skated in warmups before 
getting pulled off the ice and told to sit in the press box for 
the Flyers’ only visit to Calgary this season. Sanheim signed 
an eight-year extension with a $6.25 million cap hit that is set 
to start next season.  
In that same game on Monday the Flyers lost Travis 
Konecny in the second period with an upper-body injury. In 
just under half of a game played, Konecny still was able to 
record a goal and an assist. Konecny is one of the only 
players the Flyers have that could garner massive returns if 
the Flyers really wanted to commit to a sale/rebuild. If it’s 

anything more than a minor bump, the Flyers won’t have a 
decision to make.  

8. Columbus Blue Jackets: 41 Points (18-34-5) 

The Columbus Blue Jackets have held Vadislav Gavrikov out 
for the last week while trying to make a trade. The move to 
have him sit out sent the signal out that the Blue Jackets 
were close to a deal, but little rumors were circulating, that is 
until yesterday. David Pagnotta reported that the Boston 
Bruins have agreed to a trade framework for acquiring 
Gavrikov, but have to clear cap before they can acquire the 
defenseman. The package is set to include a first-round pick 
and a third-round pick.  
The Blue Jackets could very well find another trade partner 
before Boston can make the required trades to clear up 
space. With the Bruins having the top record in the league, 
any other team would have a more valuable first-round pick 
currently. Keeping a good defenseman out is also helping 
the Blue Jackets for their season long goal of getting the top 
pick in the draft. The Athletic currently projects the Blue 
Jackets to have the third best odds to get the top pick at 
14%.
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Top Five Forward Groups In The NHL’s Eastern Conference 

Adam Proteau ranks the teams with the best forward groups 
in the NHL's Eastern Conference. Recent trades had a big 
effect on the list. 
By Adam Proteau 
The rosters of the NHL’s Eastern Conference teams are 
beginning to solidify in advance of the league’s March 3 
trade deadline, with the New York Rangers and Toronto 
Maple Leafs making big-time moves in the past couple of 
weeks.  
While there’s almost a guarantee more Eastern teams will be 
active on the trade front in the next nine days, it’s still a good 
time to take stock of the best teams in the conference and 
judge which teams have the best group of forwards at the 
moment.  
There’s an argument to be made for at least three teams 
having the best forward unit, but we’ve narrowed it down to 
the top five groups of forwards. 

5. (tie) Tampa Bay Lightning and New Jersey Devils 

The Devils have thrived this year because they have 
tremendous depth and balance among their forward unit, and 
they’re believed to be one of the front-runners to acquire star 
Sharks winger Timo Meier. However, they’re still a young 
collection of forwards – eight of their top 12 forwards are 25 
years old or younger – and as such, they’re not an 
experienced group at the NHL level.  
Meanwhile, the Lightning also have a group of forwards with 
excellent balance, but they’re the opposite of the Devils as 
far as age goes: seven of their top 12 forwards are 29 years 
old or older. It wouldn’t surprise us to see the Bolts and the 
Devils act to deepen their collection of forwards, with New 
Jersey striking for a top-six winger and Tampa adding a 
veteran for their bottom-six forwards. Either way, whoever 
takes the two teams on in the post-season will have to 
contend with a great deal of talent up front.  

4. Carolina Hurricanes 

The Hurricanes don’t have an abundance of generational 
talent at forward, but they do have a slick, speedy forward 
group that comes at opponents in waves. And, with more 
than $10.1 million in available salary cap space by the trade 
deadline per CapFriendly, they’re almost assured to be a 
mover and shaker regarding trades.  

Carolina has all of its first-round draft picks in each of the 
next three years, and they’ve got an above-average group of 
prospects to add in any trade for an experienced forward. A 
veteran like Philadelphia’s James van Riemsdyk or 
Chicago’s Patrick Kane makes sense for the Canes, who are 
in win-now mode and could move up this list of the best 

forward units in the next week or so. GM Don Waddell knows 
what his team needs most, and that’s a proven quantify at 
forward. 

3. New York Rangers  

Landing sniper Vladimir Tarasenko from St. Louis on Feb. 9 
is probably the biggest move the Rangers will make before 
the trade deadline, but man, what a move it was. The 
Blueshirts are essentially capped out, with just $908,000 in 
cap space to use by the deadline, but with Tarasenko and 
reacquired Tyler Motte on board, they have one of the better 
forward groups in the game. The only reason they’re not 
higher up on this list is that journeyman forward Jimmy 
Vesey is currently in their top six forwards, and Vesey is not 
a top-six forward on any of the teams we’re ranking in the top 
five forward groups in the East. 

Still, the Rangers have an elite top-four group of forwards 
(Artemi Panarin, Tarasenko, Chris Kreider and Mika 
Zibanejad) that can pick apart the opposition's defensive 
attack and make life easier on star goalie Igor Shesterkin. 
They could use some improved output from their bottom 
three forwards, but they also have youngsters whose NHL 
careers are still in the process of blossoming. The Rangers 
have the best group of forwards in the Metropolitan Division, 
but the two teams ahead of them in this ranking have more 
depth and a better overall force on offense. 

2. Boston Bruins  

One of the key reasons the Bruins have been the NHL’s best 
franchise this season is the degree of depth they’ve got up 
front. All four of their forward lines have made significant 
contributions on offense. While there are players who aren’t 
thriving the way most of their forwards are thriving – third-line 
winger Craig Smith and fourth-liner A.J. Greer aren’t elite 
forces for them – the Bruins will have $1 million in cap space 
by the deadline to upgrade their roster.  

That said, there’s a belief out there that Boston GM Don 
Sweeney will use his cap space to acquire a veteran 
defenseman, such as Columbus’ Vladislav Gavrikov. But 
that’s only going to make them a more well-rounded team. 
They really don’t need to be notably better as far as their 
forwards go. 

1. Toronto Maple Leafs  

Prior to last Friday’s blockbuster deal that brought former 
Blues forwards Ryan O’Reilly and Noel Acciari to Toronto, 
the Leafs wouldn’t be the top team on this list. But Toronto 
GM Kyle Dubas recognized the prime area for improving his 
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team was at forward, and he’s made a terrific move to bolster 
his top-12 group up front.  

Now, with O’Reilly and Acciari in Blue and White, the Leafs 
have a staggering amount of skill at forward. Toronto’s top-
six forwards – wingers Michael Bunting, William Nylander 
and Mitch Marner, and centers/forwards Auston Matthews, 
O’Reilly and John Tavares – are as elite as it gets in the 
game today. And the $4.4 million the Leafs have in cap 

space before the trade deadline may be used by Dubas to 
make their bottom-six forwards all the more dangerous.  
There may be an opportunity to use that cap space to make 
their defense corps edgier, but it will likely be easier for 
Toronto to get even better at forward. The Leafs have struck 
once on the trade front already, but they’re hungry enough to 
make additional moves by March 3. That should terrify their 
opponents in the remainder of the regular season and in the 
playoffs.  
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SNAPSHOTS: The Senators deal Zaitsev, two draft picks to Chicago for 
future considerations 

The Los Angeles Kings are open for business on all of their blueliners, 
with the exception of Drew Doughty, and they have options that could fill 
Ottawa's need for a right shot. 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

 

Nikita Zaitsev is headed to the Windy City. 

With the NHL trade deadline set for March 3 at 3 p.m., the Ottawa 
Senators sent Zaitsev, a second-round pick in 2023 and a fourth-round 
pick in 2026 to the Chicago Blackhawks in exchange for future 
considerations Wednesday night. 

The move allows general manager Pierre Dorion to get Zaitsev’s $4.5-
million cap hit through next season off the books and leaves flexibility to 
make another move either before this year’s deadline or if he wants to 
make a significant change in the off-season. 

Zaitsev suited up for 203 games over four seasons with the Senators. He 
finished with four goals and 37 points, but wasn’t brought here to be an 
offensive defenceman. Most nights he was solid in his own end after 
coming here in a deal with the Toronto Maple Leafs on July 1, 2019. 

“We’re pleased to afford Nikita a fresh start,” Dorion said. “He’s a pro’s 
pro who showcased himself to be a caring teammate and quiet leader 
throughout his tenure. We’re thankful for his time in Ottawa and wish he 
and his family the best in his next chapter.” 

This move became more realistic Wednesday when the club learned 
defencemen Jake Sanderson and Nick Holden are preparing to return 
from injury. 

The Senators will still try to acquire a defenceman, centre and, perhaps, 
a goaltender before the deadline, but Dorion wants to see how the next 
week goes. The club is on the road Friday against the Carolina 
Hurricanes and will be in Montreal on Saturday, then get a one-day break 
before playing Detroit on back-to-back nights. 

The club was linked to St. Louis Blues defenceman Colton Parayko, but 
you shouldn’t hold your breath waiting for a deal to happen before the 
deadline. There was no shortage of speculation in the last 24 hours 
around Parayko, but no deal has been discussed or is close to becoming 
reality. 

Make no mistake, Dorion would like to add another defenceman before 
the deadline, and if he can find the right fit he will. The Senators have 
shown some interest in Minnesota Wild unrestricted free agent 
defenceman Matthew Dumba, but would likely want to sign him to a 
short-term extension. 

The Los Angeles Kings are open for business on all of their blueliners, 
with the exception of Drew Doughty, and they have options that could fill 
Ottawa’s needs. The Kings have Matt Roy, Sean Durzi and Sean Walker 
who may be a fit if they’re available. 
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IN THE MIX 

The Senators can still make a push for a playoff spot. 

Yes, the Senators would rather be in the post-season picture than on the 
outside looking in, but with 26 games to go they’ve still got a chance to 
play meaningful games in March. 

The club went into Wednesday night’s action six points back of the 
Florida Panthers for the final wildcard spot in the East with four games in 
hand. 

The biggest issue is the Senators have four teams standing between 
them and the Panthers so gaining ground won’t be easy. 

“There’s been times this season where it’s been a little bit hard, but the 
way we’ve been playing lately is the way we want to finish the year,” 
alternate captain Thomas Chabot said Wednesday. “We’re in it every 
single (game) and we can compete with anyone. We believe that and 
we’ve shown it this year. 

“Four games in five days isn’t going to be an easy challenge, but it starts 
in Carolina. You’ve got to focus on that one and then take it from there.” 

This is an unusual schedule because the Senators had a game 
scheduled for Dec. 23 against the Detroit Red Wings postponed until 
Monday because of a snowstorm. That means the Senators will host the 
Wings at home Monday and Tuesday. 

“We would have been in a really tough spot when that storm came (at 
Christmas) so to be honest we’re not going to complain about (being 
rescheduled),” coach D.J. Smith said. “Yes, it’s four (games) in five 
(days), but I think it’s also the same for them.” 

FEELING AT HOME 

Julien Gauthier is making himself at home with the Senators. 

Acquired from the New York Rangers on Sunday in exchange for winger 
Tyler Motte, the 25-year-old Gauthier was wearing a wide smile as he 
spoke with reporters Wednesday. He wanted a fresh start and he 
couldn’t be happier to be getting it with the Senators. 

“The guys have given me a nice, warm welcome here,” Gauthier said. 
“It’s good to have the opportunity here and it’s nice to make the most of 
it.” 

Gauthier played junior with alternate captain Thomas Chabot and winger 
Mathieu Joseph with the QMJHL’s Saint John Sea Dogs so there are a 
couple of familiar faces. That has helped Gauthier to feel more 
comfortable in the Ottawa room. 

“It’s awesome to be back with those guys and I know (Derick Brassard) 
as well, so that’s nice to know some guys already,” Gauthier said. “They 
introduced me to the other guys and everybody was nice with me. It’s just 
a really easy transition right now.” 

Gauthier and Chabot had a chance to catch up after he arrived in Boston 
late Sunday night. 

“We just chatted. It’s a quick turnaround for him, but I told him that we’ve 
got a good group of guys and a lot of guys around the same age,” 
Chabot said. “We’ve got a tight group that likes to hang out and I told him 
he’d fit right in.” 

Gauthier wasn’t playing much with the Rangers and was happy to get the 
call. He’s from Montreal and noted his family “may be as excited as I am 
to be here.” They’ll get their first chance to see him in a Senators uniform 
against the Habs on Saturday. 
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The Senators should have reinforcements in net and on defence against 
Canes 

The Senators will have veteran goaltender Cam Talbot back from a groin 
injury Friday night while defencemen Jake Sanderson and Nick Holden 
should also be available. 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

 

Help is on the way for the Ottawa Senators. 

When the Senators begin a stretch of four games in five days Friday 
night on the road against the Carolina Hurricanes, they will have veteran 
goaltender Cam Talbot back from a groin injury while defencemen Jake 
Sanderson and Nick Holden should also be available. 

The Senators returned to the ice Wednesday at the Bell Sensplex to 
prepare for back-to-back games that will start Friday in Raleigh and 
continue Saturday at the Bell Centre in Montreal. The club will then host 
the Detroit Red Wings Monday and Tuesday at the Canadian Tire 
Centre. 

Talbot was a full participant in practice and will start against the Canes. 

“I’m looking forward to it,” Talbot said Wednesday. “It’s been a long road. 
You never know how long these things are going to take. It’s nice to be 
back out there with the guys and I’m looking forward to get back into 
some game action.” 

It’s been a month since Talbot suffered the ailment in the second period 
of a 2-1 victory over the New York Islanders Jan. 25 at home, and with 
Anton Forsberg sidelined for the rest of the season it’s good news for the 
Senators to get one of their starting goalies back. 

“It’s huge. He’s an older guy that keeps the guys calm and he’s a guy 
that’s capable of getting on a run himself,” coach D.J. Smith said. 

Initially, the club was hopeful the 35-year-old Talbot would be able to suit 
up last weekend, but he wasn’t given clearance to play. The decision to 
not start him against the Boston Bruins on Monday gave him a few extra 
days on the ice to get ready for this return. 

“You have to slowly progress with these things and you can’t really push 
it or you’re going to go backwards,” Talbot said. “Luckily, it was just a 
linear progress with no setbacks. It was four or five days longer than I 
was expecting, but you can’t rush these things and I’m happy to be back 
now.” 

The good news is rookie goalies Mads Sogaard and Kevin Mandolese 
did a solid job guarding the net while Talbot worked his way back. The 
expectation is Sogaard will make the start Saturday night against the 
Habs after Mandolese was sent back to the club’s AHL affiliate in 
Belleville on Monday. 

Both of the club’s prospects made starts while Talbot was still nursing his 
injury; Sogaard posted a 2-0-1 record with a 2.94 goals-against average 
and a .911 save percentage while Mandolese was 1-1-0 in two 
appearances with a 2.45 GAA and .938 save percentage. 

Smith can’t say enough good things about the poise both showed during 
that five-game stretch. It was looking pretty desperate around here when 
Forsberg was taken off the ice on a stretcher Feb. 11 with two torn MCLs 
in the club’s 6-3 loss to the Edmonton Oilers. 

“The goaltending by the two young guys has been spectacular,” Smith 
said. “Sogaard and (Mandolese) have done everything you could ever 
ask from a couple of guys coming up to give the team a chance to win 
every night. 

“I don’t know which team — that’s even in the hunt — if they had to go to 
goalies No. 3 and No. 4 would stay in the hunt. Those two guys did a 
really nice job for us.” 
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Talbot was pleased they were able to hold the fort. 

“What more can you say about them? They gave us a chance to win 
every night,” Talbot said. “They came in, they played confident, they 
asserted themselves, they were patient and they handled themselves 
extremely well. They were very composed back there and did the job for 
us.” 

But Talbot won’t be the only making his return. No final decision will be 
made until after the club skates in Raleigh on Thursday afternoon, but it 
would appear Sanderson is ready to return from a upper-body injury he 
suffered against the Oilers. 

He’s missed five games and was in a non-contact jersey Wednesday. 
That will change Thursday and he fully expects to play Friday. 

“There’s definitely a possibility (of playing),” Sanderson said. “That was 
the game I had circled on the calendar for me to get back. The plan was 
just to go with the yellow jersey (Wednesday) and then the black (full 
contact) jersey (Thursday), and see how it is after that. It’s a definite 
possibility.” 

Sanderson took a third-period hit from Edmonton’s Vincent Desharnais 
and left the game. He said he knew he was in trouble right away and was 
told by the medical staff to leave the bench. The recovery hasn’t been 
easy because Sanderson spent the first week off the ice and noted it was 
“pretty painful”. 

After spending time in the training room with centre Josh Norris, 
Forsberg, Talbot and Holden, Sanderson resumed skating five days ago 
and is feeling good. 

“It’s definitely tough not travelling with the team and being with them,” 
said Sanderson. “You miss those guys a lot so I’m excited to be with 
them this weekend.” 
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NHL trade grades: Senators pay Blackhawks to take Nikita Zaitsev off 
their hands 

 

Shayna Goldman, Sean Gentille 

 

The trade 

Blackhawks get: Defenseman Nikita Zaitsev, 2023 second-round pick, 
2026 fourth-round pick. 

Senators get: Future considerations 

Sean Gentille: The price Ottawa paid to dump one year and change of 
Nikita Zaitsev’s $4.5 million AAV probably doesn’t bode well for the rest 
of the league — the exchange rate (second- and fourth-round picks) is 
steep, and teams who might be interested in trading their way out of cap 
hell should be a little frightened by it. 

The Senators, though, can get away with it, despite already moving out 
their 2022 first-rounder in the Alex DeBrincat deal. Their core is young, 
talented and in most cases — Tim Stützle, Brady Tkachuk, Josh Norris, 
Drake Batherson, Jake Sanderson — either locked up long term or at the 
start of their contracts. Ottawa’s prospect pipeline isn’t spectacular (24th 
in Scott Wheeler’s rankings) but it’s as solid as it needs to be, with 
projected contributors at the top. It’s easy to use a couple picks to make 
bad money disappear when you’re in a situation like that. 

Most of all, the space created really is worth more than the picks to 
Ottawa. Next season, the last in which Zaitsev would be on the books, 
Stützle’s extension kicks in, and DeBrincat, a pending RFA, will likely be 
back on the books. The Sens need money to account for that, build out 

the rest of the roster and, maybe, have some room to work over the next 
10 days. 

As for the Blackhawks, they might need Zaitsev’s help hitting the cap 
floor next season. Whether or not that’s the case, his hit will be of no 
concern. They bought some picks for $5 million. Tidy bit of business. 

Senators grade: B 

Blackhawks grade: A 

Shayne Goldman: Zaitsev’s been a drag on the Senators’ backend, an 
area they need to improve, so this is addition by subtraction. While he 
actually made a positive impact on the team’s expected goal suppression 
in 2020-21, he’s hurt the team in the defensive end the last couple of 
seasons. As it stands, Ottawa allows the 10th highest rate of shots 
against at five-on-five and is in the bottom half of the league in expected 
goals. This year, in his 28 games played, he’s increased their shot rate 
against by about five attempts per 60 (second worst on the team) and 
expected goals against by .23 (third worst). 

So it all clicks that the Senators have to pay to move his contract out, and 
it makes even more sense that the Blackhawks would be willing to 
absorb it. They already have one of the worst blue lines in the league, 
and this only adds to it. Anything to sink them to Connor Bedard, and 
next year, get them closer to the cap floor. Since Chicago literally does 
not care about the final result this or next year, the on-ice aspect of this 
move doesn’t matter, adding draft picks does. It’s even more important 
now that they’ve lost a trade chip in Jonathan Toews, and who knows 
how much leverage they have in a Patrick Kane situation. 

This helps that the Senators add to their salary flexibility — they have 
increasing costs incoming, and should be in the market for more 
defensemen that come available — and it’s a cost that they can 
withstand considering they were sellers for some time, and have built up 
their prospect pool. But if this sets the bar for the rest of the contenders 
to match as they move salary out in order to add, it’s going to be tricky for 
some managers to navigate. 

Blackhawks grade: A 

Senators grade: B 
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Senators trade Nikita Zaitsev to Blackhawks: How the deal helps 
Chicago reach the cap floor 

 

The Athletic Staff 

 

The Senators have traded defenseman Nikita Zaitsev to the Chicago 
Blackhawks in exchange for future considerations, Ottawa announced 
Wednesday. Chicago also receives a second-round 2023 draft pick and a 
fourth-round 2026 draft pick in the deal. Here’s what you need to know: 

Zaitsev has five assists and zero goals in 28 games this season for the 
Senators, his fourth with the franchise. 

The 31-year-old has one year remaining on a seven-year, $31.5 million 
deal he signed in May 2017. 

The Blackhawks now have nine picks in the first two rounds over the next 
two drafts (four first-round picks and five second-round picks). 

The Athletic’s instant analysis: 

What they’re saying 
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“We are getting an NHL caliber defenseman and acquiring very valuable 
draft capital in this upcoming draft and beyond,” Blackhawks general 
manager Kyle Davidson said in a statement. “Nikita gives us added depth 
on the right side and we anticipate him joining us soon.” 

What Zaitsev means for Chicago 

The Blackhawks have a bevy of young defensemen knocking on the door 
of the NHL, and Zaitsev appears to be another veteran body in the way. 
But with Jake McCabe, Jack Johnson and Connor Murphy all on the 
trading block, it’s possible a few spots will open up anyway for the likes of 
Isaak Phillips, Ian Mitchell, Alex Vlasic and 2022 first-rounder Kevin 
Korchinski. 

Davidson’s priority at this point is accumulating as much draft capital as 
possible as the NHL squad bottoms out. And he hasn’t even moved 
Patrick Kane, McCabe or Sam Lafferty yet. This also helps the 
Blackhawks reach the cap floor next season, with Jonathan Toews 
($10.5 million), Kane ($10.5 million) and about $3.6 million of Duncan 
Keith’s recapture penalty coming off the books. — Lazerus 

Why did the Senators make this move? 

This absolutely feels like a precursor to another trade for Ottawa. By 
dumping Zaitsev’s contract, the Senators are out from his contract, which 
carried a $4.5 million cap hit through the end of next season. Ottawa is 
clearing out cap space, likely with the intention of adding another 
defenceman at some point before the March 3 deadline. 

It would seem strange that general manager Pierre Dorion would 
suddenly feel the need to send a second- and fourth-round pick to 
Chicago to take Zaitsev’s contract unless he had something else 
brewing. We’ll likely be able to analyze this trade from an Ottawa 
perspective once the other shoe drops. — Mendes 

Why Zaitsev didn’t fit in Ottawa 

Over the past couple of seasons, Zaitsev has become a lightning rod for 
criticism in the Senators’ fan base. His play in the defensive zone was 
likely not commensurate with his $4.5 million salary and he found himself 
demoted to the AHL at the end of November. Even though Zaitsev 
returned to the club in December and played a fairly steady role, it felt 
like his days were numbered after the demotion. 

At this stage of the game, he’s likely a sixth or seventh defenceman on 
most NHL teams. He doesn’t generate a ton offensively, but he’s able to 
kill penalties if needed. When he first arrived in Ottawa in 2019-20, 
Zaitsev was hailed as the long-term fit alongside Thomas Chabot on 
Ottawa’s top pairing. However, as the years progressed, Zaitsev found 
himself sliding down the depth chart. — Mendes 

What’s next for the Blackhawks? 

Weaponizing cap space is important and a key part of Davidson’s grand 
plan. But the real fireworks should begin any day now, with pretty much 
the entire roster short of Seth Jones and Philipp Kurashev available to 
anyone who wants to throw a draft pick Chicago’s way. 

Kane is the headliner, of course, but the Blackhawks believe they can 
leverage a first-round pick for McCabe — easily their best defenseman 
this season — if they retain half of his $4 million cap hit over the next two 
seasons. Lafferty, a speedy penalty-killer who has scored 10 goals this 
season (including four shorthanded), is on the market, too, and the 
Blackhawks are hoping he’s worth a second-rounder to somebody. — 
Lazerus 
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How Shane Pinto’s family sparked his unlikely rise to the NHL 

 

Ian Mendes 

 

FRANKLIN SQUARE, N.Y. — Even though Shane Pinto hasn’t lived in 
his parents’ home on a full-time basis in seven years, his childhood 
bedroom remains frozen in time. 

A New York Jets comforter still covers the bed. 

Dozens of trophies and medals from youth tournaments line his shelves. 

And the walls are adorned with pieces of paper with Pinto’s handwriting 
that give a glimpse into the determination and drive behind the athlete. 

When he was 15 years old Pinto decided to set a goal of making it to the 
NHL, which was rather ambitious considering he wasn’t on the radar of 
any elite hockey programs at the time. To achieve this dream, he wrote 
down a list of 10 things he needed to do on a daily basis. He took 
masking tape and secured the sheet of paper on his bedroom wall so he 
would see it every day. 

But at least one member of his household was somewhat skeptical. 

“I used to mess with him and tell him, ‘Yeah Shane, you’ve got no shot. 
What are you talking about?'” says his older sister, Brianna. “But now, 
seeing that piece of paper, every time I go into his room it gives me chills. 
I’ll even bring my friends by the house and when they walk into his room 
they think it’s crazy too.” 

Shane Pinto’s childhood bedroom walls offer a glimpse at his ambition at 
a young age. (Photo courtesy Frank and Catherine Pinto) 

Shane Pinto admits to being a little bit sheepish about his childhood 
dream still being on open display. 

“It’s not that I’m embarrassed by it, but it’s your own thing and you don’t 
necessarily want people seeing it,” he says. “But if you look back at it 
now, it is pretty cool when you see all the things I wrote down and how 
everything has come true so far.” 

Frank and Catherine Pinto affectionately refer to their house as “our 
teeny little cottage.” 

It’s a modest home in Franklin Square, a community of roughly 30,000 
residents that sits on a three square mile piece of land on Long Island. 
And while the inside of the home has several reminders of Shane’s 
ascension to the NHL, the exterior of the house bears some unique 
souvenirs as well. 

But instead of bemoaning the fact that their siding and garage door is 
littered with dents from errant pucks, Frank and Catherine are more 
eager to show off their youngest child’s artwork. They point to each dent 
with an equal sense of pride and humour. 

“I guess it shows how much he really wanted it,” says Frank, pointing out 
the massive dents that surround the frame of the garage door. The 
largest dent is along the side of the house and looks as though someone 
took a sledgehammer to the siding. 

“It’s funny,” adds Catherine. “I actually think it’s hilarious.” 

The exterior of the Pinto family home, where Shane’s pucks did some 
damage. (Photo courtesy Frank and Catherine Pinto) 

The third item on Shane’s list of “10 things to make it to the NHL” was a 
vow to shoot 100 pucks per day. So the summer he turned 15, he started 
a daily routine in which he would stand in the family’s driveway and work 
on his shooting technique. 

“In the beginning, I was horrible. And I was shooting with my headphones 
in, so I actually didn’t know if it hit the siding or not,” Shane says. 
“Eventually, when you keep doing that, it just adds up. It was a bit of a 
mess.” 

Also on the teenager’s priority list was a promise to practice stickhandling 
for at least an hour per day. But Shane often accomplished that task 
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inside the living room, dragging a golf ball along the hardwood floor. The 
resulting noise would always upset Brianna. 

“She would always say, ‘Can you go somewhere else? It’s so annoying,'” 
says Shane. “She was trying to do homework and I was just 
stickhandling with a golf ball for an hour.” 

“He would stickhandle in there until midnight,” adds Catherine. “And 
‘click, click, click’ is all you would hear inside the house.” 

In the course of working on his stickhandling, Shane scraped the walls 
and floors inside the living room. 

“I ruined that house for a good three years,” laughs Shane. “I owe them a 
nice home renovation. If they ever sell, I will renovate for them.” 

But Catherine says they have no intention of selling their house, unless 
they can pick it up and move it to a new location.  There are simply too 
many fond memories attached to each dent and scrape left by their son. 

“I guess that’s why I haven’t got it fixed,” admits Catherine. “I think when 
we fix it, it really means he’s gone. Even the dents.” 

The distinction of who is the best athlete inside the Pinto household is 
actually up for debate. Even though Shane plays in the NHL, Brianna 
was a dominant force in her own right growing up. 

She was captain of the H. Frank Carey high school track team and a 
softball star who would go on to a brilliant collegiate career at Fordham 
University. Brianna is the program’s all-time leader in stolen bases with 
85, including going a perfect 25 for 25 in stolen base attempts in her final 
season in 2022. 

“She was the better athlete growing up. She was a freak athlete and she 
was always better than me at everything,” says Shane. “So we went at it 
a lot. I think that’s where I get my competitiveness from.” 

Frank recalls having to break up some physical fights that he described 
as “real doozies” when things boiled over between the siblings. 

“It was bad growing up. We were so competitive that we always wanted 
to one-up each other,” says Brianna. “We had a competitive mindset at a 
young age. And I think it made us better at our own sports.” 

The two Pinto siblings would often engage in a heated whiffle ball game. 
The object of the game was simple: Hit a whiffle ball as far as possible. A 
ball hit a certain distance would equate to a single. One hit further was a 
double and so on, culminating with a home run. 

Given her penchant for success on the softball diamond, Brianna often 
beat her brother at the game. 

“She would always beat me and I would end up crying,” says Shane. “But 
if it wasn’t for those games and going to battle with her, I wouldn’t be as 
competitive as I am. And yeah, she was naturally gifted.” 

Those moments of family tension still arise to this day. When the four of 
them get together for the holidays, a spirited game of rummy will often 
break out and the competitive juices start flowing. 

“We all go at it,” says Shane. “I just hate losing. But that’s what you 
cherish the most. Just spending time playing cards with the family.” 

Those family visits are more difficult to arrange, but they are savoured 
when the stars align. When Shane flew to Long Island with the Senators 
last week, Catherine drove to the team hotel at 2:30 a.m. to pick him up 
and bring him back home. 

“He could have stayed at his fancy team hotel, but he wanted to come 
home because he loves it here,” says Catherine. 

Frank, Shane, Catherine and Brianna Pinto. (Photo courtesy Frank and 
Catherine Pinto) 

Brianna even made the trek from Manhattan — where she now lives 
because of her full-time job — giving Frank and Catherine the unique 
Valentine’s Day gift of having both their children at home. They ate 

breakfast together last Tuesday morning, with Catherine making 
scrambled eggs with spinach for her brood. 

Brianna says she savoured the opportunity to come back home herself to 
watch her brother play a home game at the UBS Arena, which is just 
three miles from their childhood home. 

“It’s so cool that someone from Franklin Square made it, you know?” 
says Brianna. “I wouldn’t have missed it for anything.” 

And Brianna likes to take credit for introducing Shane to more than just a 
fiery competitive spirit. 

“You know it’s funny. I started to try figure skating and then all of a 
sudden, Shane says he wants to try skating,” says Brianna. “So yeah, I 
think I deserve some credit there too.” 

The first time Frank Pinto watched Shane take a skating lesson, he 
certainly did not think an NHL future was in the cards for his son. 

“At his first ice skating event, he was constantly falling,” says Frank. “And 
he was going down hard.” 

A fellow parent suggested he should purchase some equipment to 
cushion those falls during the skating lessons. So Frank hit a second-
hand sporting goods store and purchased shoulder pads, elbow pads 
and hockey pants for Shane. 

But still, his seven-year-old son would grumble after most sessions on 
the ice. 

“He would always be complaining to us. ‘My back hurts, my back hurts,’ 
says Frank. 

It wasn’t until Shane was recruited by Domenic Settimo of the Long 
Beach Eagles to play on a competitive team as a nine-year-old that 
things started to take shape on the ice. Settimo admits “we had a very 
small team” and he was simply looking for players to fill out a roster. 

“Shane started late. And when he started with us, he was a rough skater. 
His edges were really rough,” recalls Settimo. “But I always knew his 
work ethic would make him succeed. The kid just never stopped working. 
And he outworked every kid in his age group.” 

Shane’s story is atypical in the hockey world. The backstory on most 
NHL players is they started skating shortly after learning how to walk. 
They focused solely on hockey growing up, rarely having time to indulge 
in other sports. Shane, on the other hand, was a supreme athlete who 
excelled at baseball and football in addition to hockey. 

“So many kids play hockey from four years old until 15 and then they 
stop loving it because they overdid it. They played it so much,” says 
Shane. “They didn’t play other sports and they didn’t realize what other 
things they can do. I was lucky to play other sports. I think it was a good 
thing.” 

The play that nudged Shane Pinto down a path towards the NHL actually 
happened on a football field. 

When he was 14 years old, Shane had designs on potentially being the 
starting quarterback for his high school team. The varsity football coach 
had even mentioned that he was a strong candidate for the role down the 
road. 

But things changed during a scrimmage. Shane took a snap and ran a 
draw play up the middle of the field. He landed awkwardly and broke his 
collarbone. 

Catherine received a phone call at home that Shane had been injured 
and she rushed to meet the ambulance. 

“I got there and Shane looked awful. He was like grey,” recalls Catherine. 

To this day, Catherine admits to being a “nervous Nellie” at the prospect 
of her son being injured while playing a sport. She couldn’t bear to watch 
the first few games of this season because she was wary of his return 
from a shoulder injury he sustained in the fall of 2021. Catherine now 
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keeps a prayer medal with her when watching Shane play on television, 
believing firmly in its powers to protect her son from afar. 

“I remember being so dejected inside that ambulance,” says Shane. “And 
I definitely remember my mom saying, ‘You’re not playing football 
anymore.'” 

The collarbone injury put Shane on the sideline and radically altered the 
trajectory of his life. 

“Everything stopped for me at that point. I couldn’t play baseball or 
football with the injury,” says Shane. “And so that’s when I sort of decided 
to focus on hockey. And it kind of got me to where I am today.” 

With football off the table at his mom’s behest, Shane was left with a 
choice between baseball and hockey. He was a solid baseball prospect, 
playing a variety of positions from catcher to shortstop to centre field. 
Frank admits he was certainly trying to nudge his son towards a career 
on the diamond, so when he chose to pursue a hockey career, he felt a 
little betrayed. 

“I will admit, that hurt. I am a baseball guy. And I didn’t grow up around 
hockey, so I didn’t know the intricacies of the game,” says Frank. “But 
you know what? I think that was the best thing for him in hindsight. 
Because the only thing I could get on him for was hustling. That’s it. I 
didn’t know the game.” 

“Him and my grandpa wanted me to play baseball. My grandpa hated 
hockey. He would take me to the rink in the summer and he would say, 
‘Why do we have to do this? Why are we in the cold during the summer?’ 
says Shane. “Now my grandpa loves hockey, but I know they wanted me 
to play baseball.” 

Shane doesn’t know if he would have reached the same heights of 
professional success if he chose the baseball path. 

“Baseball is just so tough to make it,” says Pinto. “I mean, you’ve got to 
go through an entire farm system of (Class A), Double A and Triple A. I 
just think it’s tougher.” 

Shane truly fell in love with hockey right around the time Sidney Crosby 
was leading the Pittsburgh Penguins to consecutive Stanley Cup titles in 
2016 and 2017. Crosby became his idol and role model and he quickly 
adopted the Penguins superstar’s passion for the game.  And when 
Shane decided to focus solely on hockey, he believed that writing down 
his goals was the best way to visualize his path. 

“That was the summer of my 15th year and I was like, ‘This is all I’m 
going to do the whole summer. I wrote those 10 things down and I did it 
every day,” says Shane. 

The list is littered with the type of mistakes you might expect to see from 
a teenager. 

Items No. 7 and No. 9 are crossed out completely. 

He originally wrote “Be a better person” for item No. 10, but later 
scratched out the word “better” and replaced it with “good.” 

But the main focus is tucked into the bottom righthand corner of the 
page. There is a simple equation for Pinto to follow: 

“Eat healthy + Train Right + Be Positive.” 

And beneath that he scrawled, “NHL and same line as Sid the Kid” 

As Shane elevated his game on the ice, he needed to surround himself 
with better competition. And so the family made the difficult decision — 
emotionally and financially — to send him off to South Kent prep school 
in Connecticut. 

By their own admission, the Pintos are the epitome of the middle-class, 
working family in America. 

Both Frank and Catherine work full-time jobs and don’t have an endless 
amounts of disposable income. 

“We are middle class,” says Catherine. “Just paying our bills and working 
hard.” 

So the decision to send Shane off to an elite prep school in Connecticut 
was not an easy one. South Kent is an all-boys prep school founded in 
1923 that comes with a tuition rate you might expect to see from a major 
university. (Their website lists the tuition with boarding at $62,900 for the 
2023-24 academic year.) The Pintos were fortunate that Brianna 
received a full scholarship to play softball at Fordham University, but they 
simply did not have the available funds to pay for Shane’s time at South 
Kent, even with some financial relief. 

They refinanced things to take out a significant loan to allow Shane to 
attend South Kent. 

And there were no guarantees this was going to lead to a successful or 
lucrative hockey career for their son. 

“Going into South Kent, I was actually their extra forward,” says Shane. 
“At that point, I was just trying to get on someone’s college radar.” 

But the Pintos did not hesitate to send him off. 

“As parents, we always just wanted to give our kids every opportunity 
possible,” says Frank. 

“To be honest, I think it was tougher emotionally than financially to see 
him leave home at 15,” says Catherine. “And we always just looked at 
this like we were making an investment in our son. And that we believed 
in him.” 

To this day, Frank and Catherine are still making payments on that loan 
they took out to allow Shane to attend South Kent. 

But the balance has dwindled and is now sitting at just $264 dollars 
owing. The final payment will come in the weeks ahead, a gratifying 
feeling for hard-working parents who want the satisfaction of paying off 
the entire balance themselves. 

“It’s going to be awesome when it’s zero,” says Catherine. “I can’t believe 
it to be honest.” 

With the benefit of hindsight, a 22-year-old Pinto has a better grasp on 
what this did for him seven years ago. 

“When you’re younger, you don’t really realize what your parents do for 
you. How much they sacrifice and how much they put your life in front of 
theirs,” says Shane. “Now I realize how much they sacrificed for me 
financially. They would tell you that’s the best thing that happened to me 
and it’s pretty much the main reason why I’m here right now.” 

In his final season at South Kent in 2017-18, Shane exploded for a team-
leading 34 goals in 54 games and helped lead his team to a national 
championship. 

In November of 2017, Shane announced his commitment to play at the 
University of North Dakota, fulfilling his dream of landing on a collegiate 
team’s radar. Frank marvels at the string of events that led to him 
winding up at North Dakota. Their head coach, Brad Berry, was 
supposed to watch him during a scouting visit but ended up missing a 
Friday game. It was a good thing, as Shane had a relatively flat 
performance. The next night, with Berry in attendance, Shane potted a 
hat trick, which likely sealed his invite to the North Dakota program. 

What also helped was the fact Catherine made a copy of that piece of 
paper that hangs in Shane’s bedroom. She wanted the recruiting officers 
at North Dakota to see the commitment their teenage son was putting 
into becoming a full-time hockey player. 

“I think that was such a good idea for her to send that over,” says Frank. 
“It really showed them the character of this kid.” 

Writing down his goals and posting them on his bedroom wall has 
become an annual tradition for Shane. He started at the age of 15 and 
now each summer, he writes down his goals for the upcoming hockey 
season. 
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The sheets of paper hang on his wall in chronological order, each one 
different than the last. They have now morphed into “vision boards” 
where Shane sets the specific targets for the year ahead. But it’s always 
done in his own handwriting, with a lot of time and care put into the 
process. 

Entering his freshman season at North Dakota, he wrote the following on 
the sheet of paper that now hangs inside his bedroom: “Be Confident, 
Prepared, Persistent.” 

He set a specific target of 15 goals and having a plus/minus rating of 
plus-10. (He achieved both by scoring 16 goals with a plus-19 rating.) 

Pinto dedicated his season to Urko, the Pinto family dog who died in 
2022. (Photo courtesy Frank and Catherine Pinto) 

Sure enough, for this 2022-23 NHL regular season, Shane’s vision board 
is posted above his childhood bed. It lists specific targets for goals and 
points and things he wants to achieve. And this year’s vision board is 
also accompanied by an extra special dedication to the Pinto’s longtime 
family dog Urko, who passed away last summer. 

“I think writing things down and seeing them, you just have that belief. 
And it’s what has always worked for me, so I keep doing it,” says Shane. 
“It just kind of manifested. It’s weird how it’s all worked out.” 
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Road is no refuge for Ducks as injuries continue to mount 

 

Lisa Dillman  

 

Defenseman Jamie Drysdale suffered a season-ending shoulder injury at 
Vegas in the opening weeks of the season. Center Isac Lundestrom 
fractured his finger in Dallas in December, and forward Derek Grant 
suffered a lower-body injury in the next game of that trip in St. Paul, 
Minn. 

More recently, the Ducks’ best player, All-Star forward Troy Terry, was 
put on injured reserve, having suffered an upper-body injury in Dallas on 
Feb. 6. Terry has 42 points in 51 games, six points behind leading scorer 
Trevor Zegras. 

This isn’t a complete list but you get the idea … the road has been one 
injury-riddled path of potholes for the Ducks. 

The theme continued on the road with a 6-1 loss to Tampa Bay on 
Tuesday. Defenseman John Klingberg (lower-body injury) was a late 
scratch against the Lightning, and the Ducks’ third-leading scorer Adam 
Henrique left the game after a second-period collision in the Ducks’ 
crease and did not return due to a lower-body injury. 

There is no timetable yet on Henrique, but Ducks coach Dallas Eakins on 
Wednesday said that Henrique won’t play against the Washington 
Capitals on Thursday. Klingberg is 50/50, according to Eakins. 

The Ducks, who have lost six consecutive games, had a much-needed 
recovery day after the most recent run of injuries. Terry is on the trip with 
the team – having missed seven games – and has been skating. He was 
listed as “hopeful,” to play against the Capitals, according to Eakins. 

In Terry’s absence, the Ducks have gone 1-5-1, with their only points in 
that stretch coming in an overtime win at Chicago on Feb. 7 and a 4-3 
overtime loss at Florida on Monday. 

ROOKIE WATCH 

Among the Ducks’ dates to circle in these remaining weeks – other than 
that pivotal March 17 game against fellow minnow Columbus – are two 
games in Seattle against the Kraken, on March 7 and March 30. 

Those will be the final head-to-head games between the league’s top two 
rookies, Kraken center Matty Beniers and Ducks center Mason 
McTavish. Heading into Wednesday’s slate, Beniers and McTavish were 
first and second in the rookie scoring race. Beniers had 40 points (18 
goals, 22 assists) in 55 games, and McTavish 32 points (13 goals, 19 
assists) in 57 games. Winnipeg’s Cole Perfetti is third with 30 points in 51 
games. 

KIRKLAND WAIVED 

Among the players placed on waivers on Wednesday was forward Justin 
Kirkland, per multiple reports. Kirkland appeared in seven games with the 
Ducks and hasn’t played since an automobile accident last month. Before 
his recall from AHL San Diego, Kirkland had 13 points in 19 games with 
the Gulls. 

Author 

Lisa Dillman is the beat writer covering the Anaheim Ducks for the 
Orange County Register and the Southern California News Group. 
Previously Dillman has covered the NHL for the Los Angeles Daily News, 
the Los Angeles Times and the Athletic. 
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Anaheim Ducks trade tiers: Who is likely to move before the NHL 
deadline? 

 

Eric Stephens  

 

Last year, Ducks general manager Pat Verbeek executed a “Mighty 
Teardown” by parting with Hampus Lindholm, Rickard Rakell, Josh 
Manson and Nic Deslauriers before the trade deadline. The four never 
helped make the Ducks a winning team again, but their absence has 
been felt. Anaheim is the NHL’s worst team by most metrics, in a slog 
with Chicago and Columbus toward obtaining the best odds in this year’s 
draft lottery. 

All four of those players now are on playoff hopefuls, with Manson 
already a Stanley Cup champion in Colorado and Lindholm chasing a 
potential Cup in Boston. Maybe Verbeek’s big sell-off will have been 
worth it in the end. Now, Ducks fans are already bracing for lottery 
disappointment and not landing the big prize in Connor Bedard. Getting 
the No. 1 overall pick would trigger a party atmosphere across the fan 
base, but a second top-three pick in three years would still be solid 
consolation. 

With that in mind, make way for Mighty Teardown, part 2. Sequels are 
rarely as satisfying as the original (and in this case, the original has left a 
sour taste that’s yet to be cleansed). The level of readily tradable assets 
Verbeek has now doesn’t compare to last year, but he should still be 
busy trying to make something happen before the March 3 deadline. He 
has pending unrestricted free agents to deal and maybe there is the 
opportunity to go beyond with some players who have term left. 

This should be where Verbeek is in construction mode, building on a 
foundation that’s been put down. All of it won’t be done now, and this 
summer will be another time to continue the facelift. But it’s a start. Let’s 
look at who could be leaving, who absolutely won’t and who’s in the in-
between. 

Move them if they can 

John Klingberg, Dmitry Kulikov, Kevin Shattenkirk, Derek Grant 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 23, 2023 

 

These are three defensemen who can chew minutes and a depth forward 
with some size who can win faceoffs and help with penalty-killing. All four 
are at least 30 years of age and will hit UFA status. All should be traded if 
possible. The biggest issue might be that the value of all four have 
depressed on a team that’s dreadful in the offensive end and downright 
terrible in its own. 

Klingberg was a good one-year bet, and he must be dealt. Something is 
better than nothing after a $7 million investment. Otherwise, what was 
the point of signing him? The former Dallas standout had a bad start to 
the year and never really recovered. His defense has been a horror show 
too often, and he lost his spot on the top power-play unit early on. 
Perhaps he should be showcased there to try to build value, but his play 
didn’t earn the spot, as Anaheim was woeful when he was 
quarterbacking it. Right shots from the blue line are always in demand, 
but if Verbeek can somehow get a second-round pick, he should grab it. 
A first-rounder now seems out of the question. 

Kulikov and Shattenkirk would merely be depth adds at this point of their 
careers. Grant once fetched a fourth-round pick from Philadelphia in a 
deadline deal. It will be a challenge to get anything similar as the 
versatile forward has been limited to 22 games because of injuries. 
Verbeek has nine picks for the 2023 draft and adding to that capital might 
be all that’s possible. Either way, the second-year GM can clear the 
decks and start over in some areas — most notably reworking his 
defense corps. 

Don’t bother asking 

Trevor Zegras, Troy Terry, Mason McTavish, Jamie Drysdale 

These four represent the core that Verbeek figures to build around. All 
but McTavish — who has two more years left on his rookie contract — 
will be restricted free agents this summer, so how much they will come in 
at and how long their deals could run are offseason storylines, because 
Verbeek said he’ll wait until after the year to dig into full-on negotiations. 

While it will be interesting to see if Verbeek wants to make a long-term 
commitment to Zegras now or go the bridge route, Terry’s deal will also 
be something to watch. He’s coming off a cheap three-year deal and is 
bound to get a huge raise — perhaps moving him into the $7 million AAV 
neighborhood. Losing Drysdale for the season hurt the team on the ice 
but it may make sense for the sides to agree on a three-year deal and 
see how he progresses over that. 

Probably not moving – but not out of the question 

Ryan Strome, Frank Vatrano 

These two forwards represented the splash Verbeek made on the first 
day of free agency. Neither veteran has made the Ducks appreciably 
better; in fact, the two haven’t been good enough defensively to offset 
their middling production. Strome signed a five-year, $25 million deal and 
his season holds some worry about how that contract could age. He’s 
been moved to right wing at times and could stay there if Zegras and 
McTavish were to hold the top two center slots. 

Vatrano’s three-year deal has a $3.65 million AAV, which could make 
him a more tradable asset if Verbeek wished to cut bait. What’s more 
likely is his contract will be more moveable in future seasons if he offers 
the kind of secondary scoring he’s delivered lately. The left wing is now 
third in goals with 15 and has scored nine times over his last 14 games. 
His 168 shots on goal leads the Ducks. 

Can’t see them moving 

Lukáš Dostál, Simon Benoit, Max Jones, Isac Lundestrom 

The Ducks are getting another look at Dostál right now with Anthony 
Stolarz sidelined. He has had rough starts against Buffalo and Tampa 
Bay since his latest recall but judging him right now isn’t fair until he plays 
behind a credible defense. He’s faced an average of 44 shots over his 
last six Anaheim starts. Dostal needs to be signed but there’s still a good 
chance he’ll be up next season to back up Gibson. 

It isn’t that Lundestrom and Jones aren’t replaceable, but the two are 
signed for 2023-24 and can be used as bottom-six forwards on affordable 
contracts who can do some of the team’s grunt work because of their 
strong skating. Benoit will be an RFA with arbitration rights, but he could 
still be re-signed fairly cheaply. He’ll be in more of a battle to keep his 
roster spot but he’s one of the few consistently physical presences in 
their entire lineup. 

Should move but probably won’t 

Adam Henrique, John Gibson 

These are two who could flourish again if put in a better team situation. 
Henrique would have a lot more interest if he were on an expiring deal 
instead of still having a year left on his contract. The Ducks could retain 
half of his $5.8 million salary and cap hit, and that would increase the 
attraction for a versatile forward who is still producing. However, he did 
suffer a lower-body injury in Tuesday’s game against Tampa Bay. A 
longer-term absence could scuttle any possibility of a deal. 

Gibson has made the most saves in the NHL. It’s a reflection of his talent 
level but more so the Ducks being the leakiest team in many years. No 
team gives up more shots or chances, many of them being of the highest 
quality. Perhaps no other goalie could benefit more from a move, but a 
team will have to work around a $6.4 million AAV for four more seasons. 
Retaining half as dead money for a season or two is doable — but not 
four. Verbeek would likely have to take back a goalie on a pricey contract 
just to get trade talks off the ground, though nothing as much (or as long) 
as what Gibson is signed up for. 

Don’t really want to move, and probably couldn’t 

Cam Fowler, Urho Vaakanainen 

The Ducks would improve if they had a better best defenseman, but 
Fowler is what they’ve got to lean on now, and that’ll likely be the case 
until Olen Zellweger and/or Pavel Mintyukov show they can take over. 
Fowler has three years left on his contract, which has a clause in which 
he could only approve a deal to four teams he submits each summer. 
He’s an alternate captain on a team without a “C” and has shown no 
desire to leave Anaheim. 

Verbeek re-signed Vaakanainen to a two-year contract with an $850,000 
AAV. The 24-year-old may not be an answer to improving Anaheim’s 
blue line, but any chance of doing that has been hampered by him being 
unable to stay healthy for a long period, something which also occurred 
in Boston. One suspects the GM wants to see him on the ice more before 
making a concrete judgment on his future. 

Wish they could move but probably can’t 

Max Comtois, Anthony Stolarz 

Two years ago, the 24-year-old Comtois bet on himself and negotiated a 
shorter two-year deal with the hope of outperforming that following a 
promising 2020-21 season. It hasn’t gone the way he imagined. Perhaps 
he could benefit from a change-of-scenery trade with a team also looking 
to offload a struggling player. That’s probably the only way the Ducks can 
deal him. He’s had 11 goals in 96 games with Dallas Eakins questioning 
his work ethic and occasionally scratching him. 

Stolarz might have been a trade chip coming off a strong 2021-22 
season. His $950,000 cap hit could easily be absorbed by a team, but 
the combination of injuries, limited opportunities (only 19 games, 12 of 
them starts) and lagging numbers (3.73 goals-against average, .897 save 
percentage) don’t hold much appeal. With the younger Dostál waiting in 
the wings, it’s more likely Anaheim simply lets him go to free agency. 

Can’t move, but some sorrow would be felt if they did 

Jakob Silfverberg 

Silfverberg has long been a lead-by-example player and he’ll be widely 
respected in the Anaheim dressing room as long as he has a stall there. 
Years of hard play against the other team’s best forwards and the injuries 
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that he’s dealt with have done a number on the winger. He’s a bottom-six 
player at this point — a fourth-liner on a good team — and no one’s 
taking that at $5.25 million next season. The Ducks could ride out that 
contract or buy him out, though that’s not a must with the cap space 
they’ve got. 

Couldn’t move even if they wanted to 

Brett Leason, Sam Carrick, Nathan Beaulieu, Jayson Megna, Justin 
Kirkland, Colton White 

Fine fellows these guys are all, but none is going to return much in any 
kind of trade and the interest is any of them is negligible at best. Of the 
six, Carrick has the most value because he sticks up for teammates and 
occasionally tries to change the momentum in games with a well-timed 
fight. But he hasn’t been nearly as effective as last year, and his hip 
surgery last May could play into the drop-off. He is signed through next 
season, as are Leason and White. All three could provide organizational 
depth. 
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Knights goaltender impressive in 1st NHL start in 11 months 

 

By Ben Gotz, Las Vegas Review-Journal 

 

The Golden Knights did not want Laurent Brossoit to face 39 shots in his 
season debut. 

Coach Bruce Cassidy lamented the odd-man rushes the team allowed in 
Tuesday’s 3-2 shootout loss at the Chicago Blackhawks. Right wing 
Keegan Kolesar bemoaned the times the Knights needed their goalie to 
stand on his head to stay in the game. 

The only person that seemed OK with how things played out was 
Brossoit. 

“It’s nice to see the puck that many times in the first game back,” he said. 

Brossoit didn’t display much rust in his first NHL start since March 15. His 
37 saves were more than he made in any of his 24 appearances last 
season. 

His strong showing should give the Knights confidence because they 
might need Brossoit down the stretch. He looked capable of handling 
whatever was asked of him Tuesday. 

“(Facing) a lot of shot volume is big for (my) confidence,” Brossoit said. 
“Just getting used to the pace of play again. But at the end of the day, we 
didn’t get the result we wanted, so I’m still looking to get better.” 

An injury caused Brossoit to spend most of this season in the American 
Hockey League. An injury is also the reason he was called back up. 

The 29-year-old had hip surgery in the offseason to fix an issue he said 
he has been managing since junior hockey. He wasn’t ready for a game 
until Nov. 5 on a conditioning stint with the Silver Knights. 

The Golden Knights put Brossoit on waivers not long after because he 
needed more time to recover and goaltenders Logan Thompson and 
Adin Hill were playing well. 

So, the veteran was patient. Brossoit went 8-11-3 with a 2.72 goals-
against average and .909 save percentage with the Silver Knights while 
waiting for an opportunity. 

One appeared when Thompson suffered a lower-body injury Feb. 9 
against the Minnesota Wild. Brossoit was brought back to the NHL, 
where he’s appeared for nine seasons. 

“He deserves it,” Kolesar said. “He had a long road this summer with 
injuries and what he had to come back from. It’s awesome to see him 
back and being (the) exceptional player that he is.” 

Brossoit is 42-41-9 in his NHL career with a .906 save percentage and 
2.83 goals-against average. But he compiled those numbers while 
playing through pain. 

He said there are parts of his body he has “access to” that he didn’t 
before the surgery. That has helped his movements and fluidity in the 
crease. 

The results were impressive Tuesday. One save in particular stood out. 
Right wing Patrick Kane, the 2016 Hart Trophy winner for NHL MVP and 
a three-time Stanley Cup champion, skated in alone on Brossoit early in 
the third period after dancing around defenseman Brayden McNabb. 

Kane faked a shot to his left before pulling the puck to the right in an 
attempt to beat Brossoit to the near post. Brossoit stayed with his 
opponent the entire way. He made the left pad save look easy to 
preserve a 2-1 lead. 

The team might give Brossoit more opportunities if he keeps making 
stops like that. Thompson is week to week, and Hill is nursing a “bump” 
and didn’t travel to Chicago. 

“That’s the way it goes sometimes,” Cassidy said. “It’s a chance to grab 
some of the net back. And who knows down the road how long Logan will 
be out, so maybe even more starts (will be available).” 
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Knights make trade with Coyotes, improve salary-cap flexibility 

 

By Ben Gotz, Las Vegas Review-Journal 

 

The Golden Knights carved out some salary-cap flexibility before the 
NHL’s March 3 trade deadline. 

The Knights acquired defenseman Dysin Mayo from the Arizona Coyotes 
on Wednesday for a fifth-round pick and defenseman Shea Weber’s 
contract. 

Moving Weber opens options for the Knights in the short term and long 
term. The 37-year-old was acquired June 16 in a trade with the Montreal 
Canadiens but was never expected to play. Weber’s contract, which has 
three years remaining after this one with a $7.857 million cap hit, has 
been on long-term injured reserve the entire season. 

The Knights still have three players on long-term injured reserve — 
captain Mark Stone, goaltender Robin Lehner and center Nolan Patrick. 
But the prospect of getting out of long-term injured reserve in future 
seasons opens options for the team. 

The Knights should have an easier time acquiring a player signed 
beyond this season at the deadline if they so choose. They also will have 
an easier time maneuvering this offseason. 

Mayo, 26, has 12 points in 82 NHL games. He has two seasons 
remaining on his contract with a $950,000 cap hit. He was assigned to 
the Silver Knights on Wednesday. 
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Golden Knights acquire defenseman Mayo from Coyotes in salary relief 
deal 

 

By Danny Webster  

 

The Golden Knights' first trade of deadline season is a minor one but has 
potentially significant implications going forward. 

Vegas acquired defenseman Dysin Mayo from the Arizona Coyotes in 
exchange for a fifth-round pick this year and the contract of defenseman 
Shea Weber. ESPN was first to report the deal. 

The roster transaction isn't the most important part of this. Mayo, 26, was 
assigned to AHL Henderson. He's appeared in 26 games with AHL 
Tucson and has three years remaining with a cap hit of $950,000. 

What this does, now less than nine days before the league's trade 
deadline, is give the Golden Knights salary flexibility not just at the 
deadline but for next season. 

Weber's cap hit of $7.875 million was already put on long-term injured 
reserve, not counting against the cap for this season. Sending Weber to 
Arizona clears him off the LTIR books for next season and gives the 
Golden Knights financial flexibility to add players next year. 

Teams can exceed 10% of the salary cap in the offseason before diving 
into LTIR, but taking off Weber ensures that they'll have the space to add 
someone possibly with term next summer. 

Weber had three years remaining on his contract. He was acquired on 
June 16 from Montreal for forward Evgenii Dadonov. 

Forwards Patrick Kane and Timo Meier have been linked to the Golden 
Knights ahead of the March 3 trade deadline at noon. 
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Coyotes trade Mayo to Golden Knights for draft pick 

 

Associated Press 

 

TEMPE, Ariz. — The Arizona Coyotes have traded defenseman Dysin 
Mayo to the Vegas Golden Knights for a 2023 fifth-round draft pick. 

The Coyotes also acquired the contract of defenseman Shea Weber in 
the deal announced Wednesday. 

Mayo had four goals and eight assists in 82 games over two seasons 
after being taken in the fifth round of the 2014 NHL draft by the Coyotes. 
The 26-year-old split time with Arizona and the Tucson Roadrunners of 
the AHL this season. 

Weber has not played since Game 5 of the 2021 Stanley Cup Final with 
the Montreal Canadiens. He was one of the NHL's best defensemen 
during 16 seasons with Nashville and Montreal, finishing with 224 goals 
and 365 assists. 

Weber's contract is through the 2025-26 season, but he is not expected 
to play again. 
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Why the Golden Knights traded Shea Weber and a draft pick to the 
Coyotes for Dysin Mayo 

 

By Jesse Granger and The Athletic Staff 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights traded defenseman Shea Weber and a fifth-
round pick in the 2023 draft to the Arizona Coyotes for defenseman 
Dysin Mayo on Wednesday. Here’s what you need to know: 

The 37-year-old Weber has not played since the 2021 Stanley Cup 
playoffs (though he has not officially retired) and carries a cap hit of 
$7,857,143. The Golden Knights acquired Weber’s contract last summer 
in exchange for Evgenii Dadonov. 

The 26-year-old Mayo has zero points in 15 games this season while 
averaging 11:42 of ice time per game. 

Last season, Mayo had 12 points in 67 games for the Coyotes while 
averaging 20:55 of ice time per game. He has spent 284 games of his 
pro career in the AHL where he’s notched 49 points. 

The Golden Knights lead the Pacific Division with a 34-18-5 record while 
the Coyotes are 20-28-9. 

VGK clearing up cap space for the next few years, Weber's contract has 
a $7.857M cap hit through 2025-26 although his actual salary is $1M per 
year starting next season. So a low cash transaction for Arizona. 

But Vegas can now look at acquiring not just now but beyond this season 
https://t.co/8UHZyDBwUW 

— Pierre LeBrun (@PierreVLeBrun) February 22, 2023 

Why did the Golden Knights make this move? 

Shedding Weber’s cap hit doesn’t impact the Golden Knights current cap 
situation at all. Because he was on long-term injured reserve, he already 
wasn’t counting toward the $82.5 million limit. Vegas still has the same 
$8.75 million in cap space with Mark Stone and Robin Lehner on LTIR it 
did prior to this trade. 

Where this does open things up for the Golden Knights is in the 
offseason, where Weber’s cap hit does count against the cap. In the 
summer teams are only allowed to exceed the salary cap by 10 percent, 
including players on LTIR. Vegas could have placed Weber on LTIR 
during the summer to fit underneath the offseason cap, but it would set 
its LTIR pool for the following season. It’s much better to avoid the 
situation. Moving on from Weber’s cap hit gives Vegas flexibility in 
signing players beyond the current season, or trading for a player with 
term left on their contract. It only cost the Golden Knights a fifth-round 
pick. 

Looking even further ahead, the Golden Knights are likely trying to get 
away from LTIR altogether moving into 2023-24. While Weber’s contract 
still has three more years, Stone and Lehner are both expected to return 
for next season, which would take Vegas out of the LTIR pool. There are 
multiple benefits to that, with the biggest being the ability to accrue cap 
space as the season goes along. That maximizes the room available at 
the trade deadline, which is something Vegas hasn’t had the ability to do 
this year while using LTIR. — Granger 

What is Vegas getting in Dysin Mayo? 

Upon acquiring Mayo the Golden Knights immediately assigned him to 
the AHL, so he’ll play with the Henderson Silver Knights. He’s spent the 
vast majority of his seven-year professional career in the AHL, and has 
played 26 games with the Tucson Roadrunners this season. He’s under 
contract for the next two seasons at $950,000 per year, and gives the 
organization another veteran depth option on the blue line. — Granger 

The Athletic LOADED: 02.23.2023 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 23, 2023 

 

1211074 Vegas Golden Knights 

 

Golden Knights don’t have a 20-goal scorer — here’s why it hasn’t 
mattered 

 

By Jesse Granger 

 

Keegan Kolesar opened the scoring for the Golden Knights on Tuesday 
night in Chicago, roofing a shot from the low slot into the top corner of the 
net less than four minutes into the game. It was the result of an excellent 
play by the entire Vegas fourth line, carrying the puck deep into the 
Blackhawks’ zone and cycling it before Nicolas Roy intercepted an 
attempted exit and fed Kolesar with a perfect pass in front. 

That’s nothing new for the Golden Knights this season. They’ve gotten 
goals from all across the lineup, and have the most even scoring 
distribution of any team in the NHL. 

“I like the way they’re operating,” coach Bruce Cassidy said. “It’s tough to 
get all four (forward lines) going, on top of their game every night. … 
Hopefully we can continue to get balanced scoring.” 

There are 65 players in the NHL with at least 20 goals this season, and 
the Golden Knights don’t have a single one. Reilly Smith currently leads 
the team with 19, with Jack Eichel at 18. Eichel is obviously impacted by 
missing 13 games with an injury, and Mark Stone (17 goals) would likely 
have passed the mark if not for missing significant time as well. 

Vegas is one of only four teams in the league without a 20-goal scorer at 
this point, but the Golden Knights’ overall offense is very different from 
the other three. 

Golden Knights 

13th 

183 

0 

Predators 

27th 

154 

0 

Blue Jackets 

30th 

145 

0 

Blackhawks 

32nd 

138 

0 

Unlike Nashville, Columbus and Chicago, Vegas still ranks in the top half 
of the league in scoring this season despite not having a standout goal 
scorer. That’s because the Golden Knights have more players with 11 or 
more goals than any team in the league. 

Depth forwards such as Phil Kessel, Paul Cotter and Roy have all 
recently hit that threshold, giving Vegas 10 different players with at least 
11 goals. The Golden Knights also have 14 different players with at least 
six goals, which trails only Seattle (15). 

“I think everyone’s playing with confidence,” said Michael Amadio, who 
has two goals since the All-Star break. “Everyone is trusting each other 
to do their job, and I think it’s showing. Everyone is playing really well 
and having a lot of fun out there.” 

Cassidy switched Vegas’ forward line combinations up just before the 
break, spreading the talent across the lineup, and the results have been 
great. The team has scored 26 goals in six games, with 13 different 
players lighting the lamp. 

Rookie Paul Cotter was elevated to a first-line role with Eichel and 
Jonathan Marchessault, and he responded with goals in three straight 
games. Amadio was promoted to a line with William Karlsson and Smith 
and is playing his best hockey of the season. 

The team’s points leader, Chandler Stephenson, is now centering a line 
with William Carrier and Phil Kessel — who were playing lesser roles 
prior to the shake up — and all three are clicking at the moment. 

“That’s a lot of the reason we’re starting to win games now, is players are 
starting to get a little more responsibility and they’re open to it, and have 
responded well,” Cassidy said. 

Goals by line since the All-Star break 

Cotter - Eichel - Marchessault 

7 

Smith - Karlsson - Amadio 

3 

Carrier - Stephenson - Kessel 

6 

Howden - Roy - Kolesar 

5 

All four lines are producing consistently as of late. Even the Karlsson line, 
which has only three goals by its forwards, was on the ice for three of the 
four goals scored by defensemen during this span. The three of them 
had one of the prettiest passing sequences of the season to set up Shea 
Theodore’s first-period goal Saturday night against Tampa Bay. 

“It’s awesome,” Amadio said. “It’s really fun playing with those two guys. 
They make some pretty nice plays out there.” 

Early in the season, there were plenty of nights when Amadio wouldn’t 
reach double-digit minutes of ice time, but since the All-Star break he’s 
averaged more than 12 minutes and his overall game has improved. 

“I think (Amadio) has done a good job of driving pucks deeper, hanging 
onto them and being stronger on pucks,” Cassidy said. “That was the 
battle we had earlier in the year. ‘Michael, you have to be stronger on 
pucks. It’s a hard, heavy league.’ He’s bought into that, so good for him.” 

Carrier’s speed and physicality has been a great match with Stephenson 
and Kessel on the third line, as he continues adding goals to his already 
career-best season. 

“He’s an all-star,” Carrier said of playing with Stephenson. “Just get open 
and he’ll find the play. He has the poise.” 

That was the case in the waning moments of Tuesday night’s game 
against San Jose, when Stephenson found Carrier all alone in front of the 
crease for the game-winning goal with only 18 seconds left in regulation. 
It was Carrier’s team-leading seventh game-winner. 

That combination also seemed to unlock Kessel’s offense. After 
registering only 14 points in the first 40 games, he has 11 in the last 17. 

Just as importantly, Brett Howden has filled in nicely in Carrier’s old role 
on the fourth line. Vegas has been fueled by a strong bottom line all 
season, and it was no guarantee that would continue if Carrier was 
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pushed up the lineup. Howden has two goals and an assist in the last five 
games, and is playing more than 14 minutes per game. 

“We needed Howden to be able to take Will Carrier’s spot and deliver 
what he did, and we’re getting it,” Cassidy said. 

The team knew there was a lot of production to be replaced after trading 
Max Pacioretty this summer, as he led the franchise with 97 goals 
between 2018 and 2022. Rather than one player shouldering the burden, 
the Golden Knights have done it as a collective. 

They’re obviously hoping their best goal scorers get on a run and climb 
the leaderboard. Eichel certainly has more to give offensively, and he’s 
shown glimpses lately with three goals and three assists in the last five 
games. Smith is generally a streaky scorer and has only one goal in his 
last 18, so a goal or two could open the floodgates for him as well. 

In the meantime, Vegas is winning games with scoring by committee, 
and it’s doing it as well or better than anyone in the NHL. 
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TRADE: Golden Knights Acquire Dysin Mayo From Coyotes 

 

By OWEN KREPPS 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights have acquired Arizona Coyotes defenseman 
Dysin Mayo in exchange for a 2023 fifth-round pick and the contract of 
Shea Weber.  

Mayo is a 26-year-old defenseman with 82 games of NHL experience 
and was a fifth-round pick by the Coyotes in 2014. The native of Victoria, 
British Columbia has scored four goals and eight assists for 12 points in 
his NHL career but does not have a point this season. 

Going the other way is a mid-round pick in the upcoming draft and also 
the contract of Shea Weber, which the Golden Knights acquired last 
summer. Weber, who is all-but retired from the NHL with an injury still 
has four years left on his contract worth $7,857,143 million AAV. 

This deal could be a pre-cursor move for the VGK as it lightens their 
LTIR payroll, which already has Mark Stone, Robin Lehner, and Nolan 
Patrick on it. 

After the trade, #VegasBorn have the exact same $8.75M of Cap Space 
they had prior. The difference is that now they have more ability to take 
on players with contracts extending past this 
season.https://t.co/BDfn7FPAeI 

— PuckPedia (@PuckPedia) February 22, 2023 

Mayo is not expected to be in the Golden Knights lineup with the team 
having a fully-healthy top-six D corps and Ben Hutton as a healthy 
scratch. Mayo has already been assigned to the Henderson Silver 
Knights of the AHL. 

This is a fresh news story. Check back later for updates. 
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Krepps: Golden Knights Need To Avoid Renting Star Players 

 

Owen Krepps 

 

It's that time of year again. The NHL Trade Deadline is next week and in 
the buildup to the deadline, tons of trade rumors (most of them 
overblown) are ruling the NHL media landscape. The Vegas Golden 
Knights are expected to make a move, with captain Mark Stone now on 
LTIR. 

I've only been an NHL media member for two seasons, but I've been an 
NHL fan since I was eight. So I've lived through several TDLs and I have 
come to the following conclusion regarding the day: The deadline is 
overblown and never results in anything good except for mostly bad 
trades, and overhyped fans. 

Let me explain what I mean. 

I think the trade deadline is a great tool for contending teams to add 
complimentary players to their already strong rosters. I also think it is a 
great tool for rebuilding teams to sell off assets. I do not think it is a good 
place for contending teams to add star players as rentals to try and go 
"all in." 

This isn't the NBA, as these moves never work in the NHL. 

Every year we see a fake contender trade for a big player and it 
dominates the news cycle for weeks on end. But these players never go 
on to achieve the ultimate goal, the Stanley Cup, with their new teams. 
Instead, they become players who you forgot played for that specific 
franchise, and the draft picks and prospects that were paid to acquire 
that player, even if they don't pan out, always look more appetizing in 
retrospect. 

Here are some recent examples. 

2022- Panthers trade for Claude Giroux and Ben Chiarot, Rangers trade 
for Andrew Copp. 

2021- Capitals trade for Anthony Mantha, Red Winsg get Jakub Vrana. 
Panthers trade for Sam Bennett. 

2020- Penguins trade for Patrick Marleau, Hurricanes trade for Sami 
Vatanen, Vincent Trochek, and Brady Skeji. 

2019- Blue Jackets trade for Matt Duchene, Stars trade for Mats 
Zuccarello, Jets trade for Kevin Hayes, Sharks trade for Gus Nyquist. 

2018- Penguins trade for Derrick Brassard, Bruins trade for Rick Nash, 
Jets trade for Paul Stastny, Golden Knights trade for Tomas Tatar. 

2017- Capitals trade for Kevin Shattenkirk. Kings trade for Ben Bishop 
and Jarome Iginla. Panthers trade for Tomas Vanek. 

2016- Rangers trade for Eric Staal. Bruins trade for Lee Stempniak. 
Avalanche trade for Mikkel Boedker. 

Let me specify and say that most of these players were pure rentals. I 
think moves that involve an extension, such as Hampus Lindholm to the 
Bruins last season or Bo Horvat to the Islanders this year are wiser. 
Heck, Mark Stone was technically a trade deadline acquisition by the 
Golden Knights. 

Whoever trades for guys like Timo Meier and Jakob Chychrun, young 
players who either have term or can be signed to an extension, are onto 
something. 

But pure rentals for big-name players never work. I can already confirm 
to you that neither the Toronto Maple Leafs nor New York Rangers will 
win the Stanley Cup this season. The same goes for whoever trades for 
Patrick Kane, which might actually be the Vegas Golden Knights. 

If you look back at the last few Stanley Cup winners you can see that 
none of them used the deadline to acquire star talent. Instead, they 
added complimentary depth pieces as they were already a strong team 
and not a fake contender. 

2022 Colorado Avalanche- added Josh Manson, Nico Sturm, Artturi 
Lehkonen, and Andrew Cogliano. 

2021 Tampa Bay Lightning- added David Savard 
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2020 Tampa Bay Lightning- added Blake Coleman and Barclay Goodrow 

2019 St. Louis Blues- added Michael Del Zotto 

2018 Washington Capitals- added Michal Kempny 

2017 Pittsburgh Penguins- added Ron Hainsey and Mark Streit 

2016 Pittsburgh Penguins- added Justin Schultz 

(You're hearing it here first- the Boston Bruins will trade for Vladislav 
Gavrikov and win the Stanley Cup this season.) 

So with all that being said what does this mean for the Vegas Golden 
Knights? Well, considering I don't view them as a legitimate Stanley Cup 
Contender, they should avoid the likes of trading for a star rental at the 
deadline. Trading for Patrick Kane would be a huge mistake by general 
manager Kelly McCrimmon. 

Just because the deadline is approaching and the cap space is there with 
Stone out, it does not mean you have to make a big trade. 

To be honest, there aren't any names on the trade market I think the 
VGK should go after as they are either pure rentals, too old, or players 
that simply do not project to fit well in the team's system.  

For the Golden Knights, I think Timo Meier is the only player worth 
trading for given that he is young, skilled, and an RFA. But that would 
cost a fortune to not only trade for him, but to re-sign him and manage 
the cap accordingly. 

Like every year before, I don't have high expectations for this year's trade 
deadline. Im expecting more costly trades and fanbases to get overhyped 
because they added a big name and are "going to win the Cup." 

For all of VHN's trade deadline content, check out our trade roundup 
page. 
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NHL trade board 2022-23: Updates on Timo Meier, Patrick Kane, Mattias 
Ekholm and more deadline targets 

 

Michael Russo, Pierre LeBrun, Eric Duhatschek  

 

Another day, another big name trading places in the NHL. 

OK, the big name was Shea Weber, a future Hall of Famer, who probably 
won’t play again because of a series of crippling injuries. His contract 
was traded from the Golden Knights to the Coyotes for a defenseman, 
Dysin Mayo, who was immediately assigned to the Golden Knights’ AHL 
affiliate in Henderson. So that’s a depth piece, with no immediate impact 
on the NHL roster — really for either team. 

The Golden Knights and Coyotes have made a move ahead of the NHL 
trade deadline. 

◻ Vegas receives: Defenseman Dysin Mayo 

◻ Arizona receives: Defenseman Shea Weber's contract & 2023 fifth-
round draft pick 

More details: https://t.co/VbInLvPzJn 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) February 22, 2023 

Down the road, the Coyotes will need to use the $7.857 million that 
Weber will count against the salary cap until 2025-26 to get to the cap 
floor. That’s just a further sober reminder that almost every bit of NHL 
business these days is vetted both by the hockey operations department 
and the team’s capologist. 

But with Ryan O’Reilly off the board after being traded to Toronto and 
Jonathan Toews no longer in play because of health issues, related to 
long COVID, here is a further update of our trade board, with a number of 
new centers emerging as important chips in their place. 

Note: Players are ranked in order of who’s generating the most buzz, 
taking into account the potential impact of the player and the probability 
he’d be traded. Analysis is from The Athletic’s Eric Duhatschek, Pierre 
LeBrun and Michael Russo. 

This list is a living document, with regular updates to rankings and 
analysis, based on the latest rumblings and the market’s ebbs and flows, 
so bookmark it and check back. 

1. Timo Meier, Sharks 

Previously: 1 

After stocking up on draft picks in the Vladimir Tarasenko and Ryan 
O’Reilly trades, the Blues have emerged as a suitor for Meier. They could 
move two of their first-round picks — or one and a top prospect — as 
part of a potential trade offer for him. Whether or not the Blues can entice 
the Sharks enough to get to a more serious level isn’t clear. The Jets are 
another candidate, though the Devils, Hurricanes and Golden Knights 
remain the frontrunners. — LeBrun, Feb. 21 

2. Patrick Kane, Blackhawks 

Previously: 3 

It’s hoped that Kane will decide if he’s willing to waive his no-trade clause 
by week’s end, but there’s no guarantee. If Kane does say yes to 
exploring the trade market, my understanding is that he and agent Pat 
Brisson will come up with his top destination and bring it to the 
Blackhawks for them to explore. So we’re talking about one team here. 
Not a list of teams. — LeBrun, Feb. 21 

Are the New York Rangers still a possibility for Patrick Kane? 
@StapeAthletic and I dive into that. https://t.co/6YiH6oLgs7 

— Scott Powers (@ByScottPowers) February 22, 2023 

3. Vladislav Gavrikov, Blue Jackets 

Previously: 5 

In a trade market with lots of freewheeling, puck-carrying defensemen 
available, Gavrikov’s primary appeal is his steady, safe defense-first 
approach to the game. Many of the defensemen moving at the deadline 
fall into the category of a depth or insurance add. Gavrikov is more than 
that, the sort of reinforcement who can immediately slide into most 
teams’ top four. He’s 27, earns a modest $2.8 million and is on an 
expiring contract. He’s a strong shot blocker, a quality penalty killer and 
can be used to defend the opponents. He is the Blue Jackets’ leader in 
time on ice (once you exclude the injured Zach Werenski) and one of the 
few bright spots on a team that has vastly underachieved. The expected 
return on Gavrikov begins with a first-round pick and goes up from there. 
— Duhatschek, Feb. 10 

4. Jakob Chychrun, Coyotes 

Previously: 2 

It appears a Jakob Chychrun trade is getting closer. Coyotes coach 
André Tourigny said Monday that the sharpshooting defenseman will be 
scratched for the second straight game for trade-related reasons, and 
there’s a strong belief the Kings could be the acquiring team. In fact, Nick 
Kypreos reported via Twitter, “Sounding like a Jakob Chychrun 
@LAKings @ArizonaCoyotes trade centered around 2021 8th overall 
pick Brandt Clarke.” Coyotes general manager Bill Armstrong has a hefty 
price in mind as to what it would take to acquire Chychrun. After all, 
Chychrun has two years left at a friendly $4.6 million annual average 
value, and the 24-year-old ranks 12th among NHL defensemen with 0.77 
points per game. Chychrun’s father, former NHLer Jeff Chychrun, was on 
“The Athletic Hockey Show” on Feb. 1 and said, “Everybody knows that 
there’s a trade probably looming.” He added, “Truth be told, my opinion 
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as the father, I’d really love to see him have the opportunity to finally play 
on a playoff contender. … He’s really blessed to play in Arizona, but it 
would be really nice for him to play on a club with an opportunity for him 
to showcase what he can do at prime time. … His relationship with the 
coaching staff, with Bill Armstrong, is really good, to everybody’s credit. 
They all understand what’s going on. They’ve just asked him to go out 
and perform, and I think he’s done a great job doing that. I think it really 
speaks to my son’s professionalism. … When you go public like that, you 
really have to back it up, and I think he’s done that and then some.” – 
Russo, Feb. 13 

Always a pleasure talking to Jeff Chychrun, and in advance of the NHL 
Alumni’s big 15-10 win over the #flapanthers alumni last night. Hear from 
Chychrun on his son, Jakob, and a possible looming trade, hockey in 
South Florida, the Panthers and #mnwild’s Brandon Duhaime 
https://t.co/j3KqZ6r9OW 

— Michael Russo (@RussoHockey) February 2, 2023 

5. Ivan Barbashev, Blues 

Previously: 7 

With Vladimir Tarasenko dispatched to the Rangers, Barbashev 
becomes the second-most intriguing trade target among Blues forwards 
after Ryan O’Reilly. Barbashev isn’t close to posting the scoring numbers 
he did a year ago during a career year (60 points in 81 games), but he is 
a reliable two-way player with championship experience, and the price 
would be right for any team in a cap crunch (only $2.25 million on an 
expiring contract). In short, he’s this year’s Calle Jarnkrok, someone who 
will be moved at the deadline to a team looking to supplement its third 
line. — Duhatschek, Feb. 10 

6. John Klingberg, Ducks 

Previously: 6 

Klingberg had a narrow escape in the Ducks’ second game after the All-
Star break, getting a high stick from the Blackhawks’ Boris Katchouk 
under his visor that missed his eye by a fraction of an inch. But he didn’t 
miss any time. And after an uneven start, he continues to be one of the 
Ducks’ big-minute players. After signing a one-year, $7 million show-me 
contract in the summer that turns him into an unrestricted free agent 
again after the season, Klingberg was always a strong candidate to be a 
rental at the deadline. The biggest question now isn’t whether he’ll move 
but what the return is. A first-round pick, which didn’t seem out of the 
question in October, seems unlikely now. Any team acquiring him would 
have to be confident he can regain the form he demonstrated for years 
as a top-pair defenseman in Dallas. — Duhatschek, Feb. 10 

7. Luke Schenn, Canucks 

Previously: 10 

Schenn, a pending unrestricted free agent, has told Canucks 
management he’s willing to talk extension, and with ex-captain Bo Horvat 
now gone, his leadership is important to the Canucks. New coach Rick 
Tocchet also seems to value his presence. General manager Patrik Allvin 
will have to weigh that against what he could get on the trade market for 
the veteran blueliner. — LeBrun, Feb. 10 

8. Brock Boeser, Canucks 

Previously: 11 

Teams keep poking around on Boeser and are exploring it more 
realistically — trying to see how they could make it work. He still has 
another two years on his contract after this season at a $6.65 million 
average annual value, so it’s possible the only way he gets dealt is if 
Vancouver retains money. The Wild have talked to Vancouver and agent 
Ben Hankinson about Boeser, and Boeser would welcome a return to his 
home state if he’s going to be dealt. But as of now, as much as the Wild 
could desperately use another scorer, they feel they can’t make it work 
cap-wise, even if the Canucks ate half the contract and took Jordan 
Greenway’s $3 million a year contract. That’s because Minnesota already 

has to shed money this summer to conduct its offseason business. — 
Russo, Feb. 10 

What’s next for the Canucks? From our @GotYerBackPod interview, 

catching up with GM Patrik Allvin: 

via @TheAthletic https://t.co/dbvhTCFbGr 

— Pierre LeBrun (@PierreVLeBrun) February 1, 2023 

9. Kevin Hayes, Flyers 

Previously: Unranked 

After Bo Horvat and Ryan O’Reilly were traded and Jonathan Toews took 
himself out of the running for a trade by issuing a statement that he’s 
focused primarily on dealing with the effects of long COVID, suddenly the 
market for center-ice depth thinned quickly. That is why Hayes is 
suddenly starting to attract attention. Philadelphia’s No. 2 scorer this 
season after Travis Konecny is having a productive offensive season, 
even if coach John Tortorella has made him a healthy scratch. Hayes’ 
complication is a familiar one: too much money for teams tight to the cap 
unless Philadelphia eats a some of the contract. The problem is, it’s a 
$7.142 million average annual value for not just this year but three years 
beyond this one. That’s a roadblock unless the Flyers are prepared to 
take a contract back. But Hayes would have value to Colorado and 
Dallas, for starters — two teams looking for help down the middle. — 
Duhatschek, Feb. 22 

10. Adam Henrique, Ducks 

Previously: Unranked 

Henrique has been a Duck mainstay since coming over from the New 
Jersey Devils in the Sami Vatanen trade. Though he came up as a 
center, he’s played mostly the wing with the Ducks, usually alongside 
Trevor Zegras and Troy Terry before Terry got hurt. He was flying under 
the radar as a useful trade-deadline piece until recently because his 
contract doesn’t run out until the end of next season and carries a 
significant cap charge at $5.85 million. Henrique was available on 
waivers back in February of 2021 and, unsurprisingly, there were no 
takers. He was amid one of the only real down times in his career and 
that prohibitive contract scared teams off. But if Anaheim were to retain 
half of that deal, then any contender could have Henrique for this year 
and next at what would amount to a modest salary commitment for a 
player who is solid, experienced, versatile and well regarded by his 
peers. — Duhatschek, Feb. 22 

11. Mattias Ekholm, Predators 

Previously: Unranked 

The Predators are making calls to suss out the market as their season 
slips away, and one player getting a good amount of attention is Mattias 
Ekholm. The 32-year-old defenseman has another three years on his 
deal after this one, at a $6.25 million average annual value. He’s still a 
bonafide top-four defenseman, which is why some teams are intrigued. 
The asking price would be as much as two first-round picks. The Maple 
Leafs, for one, have looked at him, but the asking price might be too high 
for a soon-to-be-33-year-old. — LeBrun, Feb. 21 

12. Dmitry Orlov, Capitals 

Previously: Unranked 

Orlov is the top pending unrestricted free agent on the Caps’ roster, as 
far as interest from other clubs: like Ekholm, a top-pairing defenseman 
potentially available if teams make it near impossible for Washington to 
say no. But the Caps may also still try to get Orlov re-signed. — LeBrun, 
Feb. 21 

13. Matt Dumba, Wild 

Previously: 12 
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Last month, the veteran defenseman talked with The Athletic about how 
hard it was to play knowing he could be traded and that this was going to 
be his final season with the Wild regardless. Hours later, Dumba played a 
horrible game against the Capitals and paid the piper by sitting the next 
two games. Rumors ran rampant that Dumba was on the verge of being 
traded, but the reality was that coach Dean Evason was punishing 
Dumba for performance. Evason had general manager Bill Guerin’s 
blessing, which was an interesting decision when he was actively trying 
to trade Dumba, and it may have made things more complicated. Guerin 
didn’t care, telling The Athletic on the “Straight From the Source” podcast 
Thursday, “People are at our games watching, so we’re not fooling 
anybody. There’s a track record there … for Matt Dumba playing some 
really good hockey. You don’t just become a bad player overnight. He’s 
still a good hockey player.” — Russo, Feb. 10 

As the #mnwild keep winning, Matt Dumba knows his days in Minnesota 
could be nearing an end 

STORY>>> https://t.co/WFm0SC7GXP 

— Michael Russo (@RussoHockey) January 18, 2023 

14. Max Domi, Blackhawks 

Previously: 14 

Domi has been a rare bright spot on a lost year in Chicago. With three 
weeks to go until the trade deadline, he was tied with Patrick Kane for the 
team’s scoring lead. Domi’s been a hockey vagabond, playing for three 
teams the past three years. As a rental from Columbus to Carolina last 
year, he produced modest results: six points in 14 playoff games. He 
signed a one-year, $3 million prove-it contract with the Blackhawks, 
where he’s had a chance to play top-line minutes with Kane. The most 
likely scenario for Domi: The Blackhawks get what they can for him as a 
rental and then circle back and sign him to a longer-term extension next 
summer. — Duhatschek, Feb. 10 

Max Domi gets the primary assist for his team-leading 34th point, which 
I'm only pointing out as an excuse to tweet out my column from today, 
because I have no shame: https://t.co/5WGxen3ErA 

— Mark Lazerus (@MarkLazerus) January 27, 2023 

15. Jake McCabe, Blackhawks 

Previously: 15 

McCabe is drawing steady interest from contenders. The 29-year-old left-
handed defenseman is one of the few Blackhawks with a plus-minus in 
the positive this season, at a team-best plus-3, and he has 15 points in 
47 games, playing 19:25 a night. He’s signed for two years after this one, 
with a $4 million average annual value. The asking price is a first-round 
pick, according to multiple league sources. And if Hawks retain salary, 
halving his cap hit, the price only increases. — LeBrun, Feb. 11 

16. Lars Eller, Capitals 

Previously: Unranked 

The Caps are suddenly a team on the playoff bubble and likely will wait 
right up until the 11th hour to decide if they are buyers, sellers or simply 
plan to stand pat. But either way, center Lars Eller could attract attention. 
Eller is big, strong and has playoff experience: 6-foot-2, 215 pounds, 33 
years old — so he checks a lot of important boxes. He’s on an expiring 
contract at $3.5 million and is UFA after this year. — Duhatschek, Feb. 
22 

17. Sam Lafferty, Blackhawks 

Previously: Unranked 

Remember where you were when the first big Sam Lafferty trade 
happened? Me neither. But Chicago picked up Lafferty from the 
Penguins back in January of 2022, and if you noticed the trade at all, it 
was because William Nylander’s younger brother, Alex, the eighth overall 
pick in 2016, was going the other way. But Lafferty arrived in Chicago at 

the perfect time — a team that needed his size, his speed, his 
effectiveness in the faceoff circle and his contract, $1.15 million for this 
year and next. The Blackhawks parlayed a similar versatile forward, 
Brandon Hagel, into a deadline bonanza a year ago, and while Lafferty 
might not fetch as much, he would be a useful Blake Colemen/Barclay 
Goodrow sort of add for any team looking for a competitive player to 
round out their depth. — Duhatschek, Feb. 22 

18. James van Riemsdyk, Flyers 

Previously: 16 

The Flyers are going nowhere, meaning JVR’s going somewhere. He can 
produce, but he’s in a significant slump just at the time lots of teams in 
need of scoring are paying attention. He has one goal and two assists in 
his past 10 games. He has been linked to Toronto and Minnesota, which 
would only be interested if it’s on the cheap. The Wild aren’t willing to 
give up a significant asset for JVR even though their scoring has 
completely dried up and even though he lives in the Twin Cities in the 
offseason. Teams appear sheepish due to an early-season injury and the 
fact he only has four power-play points this season. — Russo, Feb. 10 

19. Shayne Gostisbehere, Coyotes 

Previously: 17 

The Coyotes annually put a for-sale sign on their most valuable rentals, 
and this year, that’s Gostisbehere, who — for all of his defensive 
inconsistencies — can carry and move the puck at a high level. Until he 
was injured Jan. 24, Gostisbehere was one of the top-scoring 
defensemen in the league. His upper-body injury was supposed to keep 
him out four to six weeks, which suggests he could be back just ahead of 
the trade deadline. Any team interested in him would require assurance 
that he’s healthy, and the injury ultimately may reduce the asking price. 
But for what he is — a power-play quarterback who can find the lanes 
with pinpoint passing — he would be a useful addition. He is on an 
expiring contract, originally signed with Philadelphia, which pays him $4.5 
million. Arizona is never averse to taking back money if necessary to 
complete a trade. — Duhatschek, Feb. 10 

20. Joel Edmundson, Canadiens 

Previously: 18 

Joel Edmundson, Montreal. Not every team that’s searching for trade-
deadline reinforcements is necessarily just looking for a rental, which is 
where Edmundson might come in. He has this year and next year left on 
a contract at a manageable AAV of $3.5 million. Edmundson played 22 
games in the Blues’ 2019 run to the Cup and Montreal’s 2021 run to the 
final. The Canadiens have had a little cottage industry these past few 
years of sending defensemen out the door to teams looking for blue-line 
help – Ben Chiarot to Florida and Brett Kulak to Edmonton last year – 
and they could do the same with Edmundson. At age 29, on a 
reasonable contract, he’d have some value. — Duhatschek, Feb. 10 

21. Jordan Greenway, Wild 

Previously: 19 

The irony of Matt Boldy’s seven-year extension last month is it likely 
wrote Greenway’s exit papers out of Minnesota — and Boldy and 
Greenway are good friends and have the same agent. The Wild are 
actively shopping Greenway, whether the move is for now or this 
summer. He has had a disappointing season, with two goals and four 
assists in 34 games, has two years left on his contract at $3 million and 
last month overslept, missed a game against St. Louis and put the Wild 
in a horrible spot with no extra healthy forwards on the roster. Due to in-
game injuries, the Wild at one point had nine forwards playing in a 
second game in 24 hours. But there’s no doubt the Wild would be selling 
low and will be hoping other teams see a 6-foot-6, 25-year-old power 
forward who averaged 27 points the past four seasons and was part of 
the productive GREEF line — not an underachieving player in the midst 
of a poor season. — Russo, Feb. 10 

The #NHL trade deadline is three weeks away. 
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What are #mnwild plans? Bill Guerin talks w/ us on: 

– Tempted to boost top six? 

– How they'll use cap space 

– Why not calling up Rossi? 

Plus latest on Dumba, Greenway, Goligoski + more. 

From @RussoHockey + Ihttps://t.co/hl1MSY0SZT 

— Joe Smith (@JoeSmithNHL) February 10, 2023 

22. Nick Bjugstad, Coyotes 

Previously: 20 

Bjugstad is one of only four Coyotes players in double digits in goal 
scoring, which may be partly attributed to his usage on a talent-thin team. 
He is 30 now and signed a one-year, $900,000 contract with Arizona as 
an unrestricted free agent last summer, trying to get a career undermined 
by injury back on track. He’s a 6-foot-6 behemoth playing reasonable 
minutes (16:46 per night), and besides Chychrun, is one of only two 
players with positive ratings on the team — and it’s by a statistically 
significant margin. More good news: After missing long stretches of the 
past handful of years because of a variety of issues — including a sports 
hernia surgery and then a spinal surgery to repair a herniated disc — 
Bjugstad has played every game thus far this season, so his health 
issues seem to be thing of the past. He’d be a motivated depth addition 
for any team wanting to add size at the deadline. — Duhatschek, Feb. 10 

23. Dmitry Kulikov, Ducks 

Previously: 21 

Kulikov might be the fallback position for any team that strikes out on 
Vladislav Gavrikov. Anaheim is Kulikov’s fifth team in four years, but he’s 
a sturdy (6 feet 1, 201 pounds), experienced stay-at-home defender who 
is third in terms of time on ice for the Ducks. In short, just the sort of 
depth player whom just about any contender could use. His cap charge is 
a reasonable $2.2 million, and he has a limited no-trade clause. Ducks 
general manager Pat Verbeek was shipping out everything that moved at 
last year’s deadline. There’s no reason to think he won’t do the same this 
year, given how poorly Anaheim has played. — Duhatschek, Feb. 10 

24. Kevin Shattenkirk, Ducks 

Previous: 23 

Everything is on the table for the pending unrestricted free-agent 
blueliner. My understanding is the Ducks know he would be open to 
chatting extension, but whether those talks happen remains to be seen. 
They haven’t yet. It’s possible that if the Ducks trade John Klingberg and 
Dmitry Kulikov, as expected, they see whether there’s a reasonable 
extension to be had with Shattenkirk. His experience on a young Ducks 
team is appreciated. But it’s more likely the Ducks move the veteran 
defenseman as they continue to collect assets in their rebuild. — LeBrun, 
Feb. 10 

25. Jesse Puljujarvi, Oilers 

Previously: Unranked 

Puljujarvi has been a lightning rod in Edmonton for years now, his actual 
production never quite living up to his analytical profile. He just looks like 
a young player who needs a change of scenery to get his career on 
track. At 24, he may never fulfill the offensive potential that made him the 
fourth overall choice in the 2016 draft, but he does have size and he can 
win some board battles because of his strength. With just a $3 million 
contract and heading into a restricted-free-agent year, Puljujarvi looks 
like the type of player that a rebuilding team could take a flyer on, just to 
see if a fresh start gets him closer to the sort of potential that teams saw 
in his world junior days. If Edmonton swings for the fences to land a 
Patrick Kane or an Erik Karlsson, Pujujarvi’s contract will almost certainly 

be going out the door to help the cap dollars work. — Duhatschek, Feb. 
22 

The Athletic’s NHL trade board at a glance 

(Editor’s note: This is not an exhaustive list of players who could be 
traded before the deadline. These are the players we’re hearing the most 
buzz about right now.) 

Previously ranked: Andreas Athanasiou, Tyler Bertuzzi, Anthony Duclair, 
Alex Goligoski, Bo Horvat, Sean Monahan, Gustav Nyquist, Ryan 
O’Reilly, James Reimer, Nick Ritchie, Jack Roslovic, Cam Talbot, 
Vladimir Tarasenko, Jonathan Toews, Karel Vejmelka. 

The Athletic LOADED: 02.23.2023 
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ESPN / Latest on Patrick Kane, Boston Bruins and more trade buzz 

 

Emily Kaplan 

 

The NHL trade deadline is March 3, and with just nine days to go, talks 
are intensifying around the league. Here's what I'm hearing about some 
dynamics going on behind the scenes... 

What will Patrick Kane decide? 

We should get clarity on Kane's decision this week. None of this has 
been easy for the veteran winger. Kane always envisioned himself 
retiring as a Blackhawk. It's only been over the past several months -- 
and maybe even the past several weeks -- that he was forced to accept 
that that vision might not be realistic anymore. Based on conversations 
I've had with sources around the league, the behind-the-scenes talks with 
the Rangers were more advanced than have been reported. There was a 
path for Kane going to New York, his preferred destination should he 
leave Chicago, and then suddenly it felt as if it was taken away -- which 
is why you saw him react so vulnerably to the Vladimir Tarasenko trade. 

Kane has been upset about the reporting about his hip injury, but that's a 
real concern teams have expressed. Kane is one of the league's biggest 
gamers. He's incredibly competitive and is diligent about the way he 
takes care of his body. Ahead of his age-30 season, he switched to a 
body-weight movement-based training method; many players around the 
league, including Auston Matthews, follow. There's a lot Kane does to get 
ready to get through the season. But he has proved, especially with his 
home-ice hat trick against the Maple Leafs on Sunday, that he still can be 
effective despite whatever ails him and no matter which linemates he's 
playing with. 

So now Kane is recalibrating again. I believe he has asked to explore 
whether going to the Rangers is still an option. It's not impossible, but it 
would require serious maneuvering. Kane also must consider what else 
is available. I know the Carolina Hurricanes and Dallas Stars are 
interested in him. I believe the Vegas Golden Knights and Edmonton 
Oilers are as well. There could be a mystery team lurking. One of the 
reasons Kane loves playing in Chicago is that there's comfort and 
structure in place for him and his family. So Kane must decide whether 
he can re-create the comfort and structure in one of those spots while 
giving himself a legitimate chance to win. If he can tick those boxes, we'll 
see him move on and enter that next chapter. If not, the Blackhawks 
have been prepared for Kane to come to them and say he doesn't want 
to move at all. 

More on the Blackhawks 

There was interest in Chicago captain Jonathan Toews. I know the 
Colorado Avalanche had been keeping tabs on him this season. The 
Seattle Kraken were monitoring his play as well. But once Toews took 
time away this month to search for answers on why he still didn't feel 
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healthy -- symptoms of long COVID and chronic immune response 
syndrome, he said -- a move became less likely. GM Kyle Davidson 
confirmed to me that Toews will not be traded at the deadline. 

This creates interesting flexibility for Chicago's rebuild plans. Teams are 
only allowed to retain salary on three players, and the Blackhawks were 
expecting to retain some of Toews' $10.5 million cap hit in a trade. They'll 
likely retain some of Kane's $10.5 million in a potential trade. But how 
could they use the other two spots now that Toews won't be traded? 
Davidson has made it clear to his peers that he's open for business. Call 
about any player on his roster, and give an honest offer, and he's willing 
to listen. There's a lot of leaguewide interest in Jake McCabe, especially 
if his $4 million cap hit through 2024-25 is cut in half. I believe the ask 
from Chicago is a first-round pick, plus more for McCabe. There's also 
been a lot of buzz about Sam Lafferty, who has finally found his speed in 
a regular NHL role, has an attractive $1.15 million cap hit and is under 
contract for next season too. I believe the Blackhawks are looking for a 
second-round pick for Lafferty. 

But even with Chicago trying to rebuild -- collecting as many prospects 
and draft picks as possible -- Davidson is not trading away players just to 
do it. He has taken a lot of calls, but if the asking prices don't materialize, 
he's comfortable holding on to both veterans, who have helped with the 
culture of the team and will be attractive to teams next year, as well. 

What do the Bruins need? 

The Boston Bruins have been the most complete and consistent team in 
the NHL this year. But they know a Presidents' Trophy doesn't guarantee 
playoff success, and they're still looking to add. They're plotting 
something potentially big. Other teams have told me that the Bruins have 
called asking whether they'd take Craig Smith ($3.1 million cap hit), 
which would help them clear space. 

Although Boston has monitored all of the big names, including Timo 
Meier, its biggest need is on left defense. Ideally the Bruins can find 
somebody with size, and who can play with Charlie McAvoy -- which 
would bump Matt Grzelcyk down in the rotation. They've been monitoring 
the Jakob Chychrun situation for a while. I have heard from multiple 
sources that the Bruins have had advanced talks on Columbus' Vladislav 
Gavrikov but perhaps are waiting to do another transaction before they 
can consummate that trade. And if Gavrikov doesn't work out, I believe 
they have contingency plans. 

Expect the Lightning to do something 

For the past three years, Tampa Bay Lightning GM Julien BriseBois has 
publicly said the same thing around this time: He has no cap space to 
make any moves. And for the past two years, he has figured it out 
anyway, making a splash for Blake Coleman in 2021 and then Brandon 
Hagel in 2022. This year he's singing the same tune, and when I met with 
him in Tampa last week, he insisted to me: "Really, this year I don't have 
the cap space or the assets to do a Coleman- or Hagel-type deal." 

The Lightning are without a first- and second-round pick in this year's 
draft and don't have their first-round pick for 2024 either. Yet I have a 
hard time believing BriseBois. He is one of the craftiest managers in the 
league. He's going to figure out a way to do something to help his team. 
BriseBois told me defense is not an area of need. The Lightning feel they 
have 10 NHL-ready blueliners across their NHL roster and with the AHL 
Syracuse Crunch. I have heard from other teams that Tampa Bay is open 
to moving Cal Foote, who has played only 25 games this year -- in part 
because of the emergence of Nick Perbix. 

Realistically, the Lightning are looking at a bottom-six forward who can fit 
to their identity and culture (like Nick Paul, another pickup for them last 
season). I also think they'd like to add an element of speed, which is why 
Sam Lafferty out of Chicago and his cost certainty for next season makes 
sense. But again, when it comes to BriseBois, you should expect the 
unexpected. 

Any surprise teams ahead of the deadline? 

I asked an assistant general manager to tell me the surprise team that 
could be the main character of trade deadline day. "The Seattle Kraken," 
the assistant GM told me. "I think they've been sniffing around on a lot of 
possibilities to add to their roster. They still have the big picture in mind to 
build the right way, but I think they see an opportunity this year and may 
go for it." 

There have been some rumors that Carson Soucy could be available. He 
was scratched Monday against the Sharks after taking a puck to the foot. 
Soucy, 28, is an unrestricted free agent this summer, and there have 
been no extension talks yet. But it would be a big surprise if Soucy got 
moved; taking a veteran defenseman off a playoff-bound team is bold. 

Latest on Canes and Wild 

The Hurricanes and Minnesota Wild are looking for scoring help, but both 
teams are looking creatively. The Wild have been hesitant to give up high 
picks or prospects for rentals as they still navigate their buyout-forced 
cap crunch -- and I also don't think they are convinced this is their year to 
go all-in. 

Meanwhile, the Hurricanes tend to do business differently from the rest of 
the league. Although they have the most cap space and flexibility among 
the top contenders thanks to Max Pacioretty's LTIR designation, they 
have prices that don't always align with what the market says, and they 
stick to them. They're monitoring Kane and Meier, but I wouldn't be 
surprised if their acquisition is an off-the-radar player with term. The 
Canes typically don't do rentals or short-term decisions. They also tend to 
do business in the eleventh hour. So while a lot of teams got ahead of 
the deadline, Carolina should be active on March 3. 

ESPN LOADED: 02.23.2023 
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ESPN / Seattle Kraken select Muckleshoot Indian Tribe for jersey patch 

 

Ryan S. Clark 

 

Anyone who has either attended a Seattle Kraken game at Climate 
Pledge Arena or watched the local broadcast is aware of the relationship 
the team has with the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe. 

They've seen the pregame videos about land acknowledgments. They 
have watched the Muckleshoot Canoe Family perform during the team's 
first Indigenous Peoples Night. They know the tribe's casino, the 
Muckleshoot Casino, has dasherboard ads while also being the in-arena 
and broadcast sponsor anytime the Kraken go on the power play. 

Wednesday marked the next step in that relationship, with the Kraken 
announcing that the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe will be their first sweater 
patch partner, making it the first time that an indigenous tribe will ever 
have its logo and name on a sweater after the NHL began allowing ads 
on the shoulders of uniforms at the start of this season. 

"This is our official tribal seal. This is it. There is no variation. The Kraken 
have not adjusted it in any way," Muckleshoot Indian Tribe vice-chair 
Donny Stevenson told ESPN. "It's incredibly empowering. When you talk 
about the history of our tribe, we've gone in a 27-year period from being 
the second-poorest tribe in the state of Washington to a group that has 
the ability to engage in a relationship like this with our professional sports 
teams here in the region." 

The patch itself will be on the right side of the Kraken's home and away 
sweaters. It's a circular design with Tahoma -- also known as Mount 
Rainier -- set in front of a turquoise sky, and below is a beige-colored 
setting. It says "MUCKLESHOOT" along the top edge of the circle while 
"INDIAN TRIBE" is on the bottom half in bolded black letters. 
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The partnership will also include additional artwork at Climate Pledge 
Arena to celebrate Indigenous people. The Kraken and the Muckleshoot 
Indian Tribe have also committed to building a community multisport 
court on the Muckleshoot reservation. In addition, the Kraken have 
committed to creating programs for Indigenous youth as part of their 
access initiatives. 

Although specifics of the deal were not released, there is a multiyear 
agreement between the Kraken and the Muckleshoot Tribe. It comes with 
the understanding that both sides will profit from the deal. Usually, the 
revenue that comes from sweater ads is something that is split evenly 
between the teams and the players, according to the collective 
bargaining agreement. 

Items such as the sweater patch are reviewed by the Muckleshoot Tribal 
Council. Stevenson said the council are the top elected officials of the 
sovereign government that is the policy authority for the roughly 3,300 
enrolled tribal members. 

Stevenson added that the tribal council has quarterly meetings where 
they do solicit feedback from members, and that there is a direct dialogue 
with membership about what is happening with the short-and long-term 
future. He also said they talk about the tribe's investments and the tribe's 
economic standing. 

He also shared how the membership has provided the tribal council with 
the authority to make decisions for the tribe and for the government. The 
decision to partner with the Kraken on a sweater patch was one that 
Stevenson said was a council-level decision. 

Introducing ads onto team apparel is starting to become more 
commonplace within the NHL, with every team having a helmet ad. But 
not every NHL team has sweater ads. The ones that do have their design 
fit into a 3-by-3.5-inch space that's not confined to a single shape as long 
as it fits. The NHL designated that those ads can be in one of four 
places: the left and right shoulders along with the left and right chest. 

But for the teams with jersey advertisements, their partners vary. The 
Montreal Canadiens have an RBC patch on their sweater, and the 
Washington Capitals have Caesars Sportsbook. 

The Kraken, who have The Climate Pledge as part of their initiative with 
Amazon as their helmet ad, could have gone in a number of directions 
when it came to choosing a jersey ad partner. 

So, how did they decide they wanted to partner with the Muckleshoot 
Indian Tribe? 

Stevenson said when the team - when it was still known as NHL Seattle - 
first reached out to the tribal council back in October 2019 about the 
appropriate procedure to bless the land before construction and 
renovations began on the site that later became Climate Pledge Arena 

It led to members of the tribal council, the tribe's spiritual leaders and the 
Muckleshoot Canoe Family performing songs to bless the land. 

"That's something we do any time the ground is disturbed as part of our 
cultural beliefs," Stevenson said. 

Kraken CEO Tod Leiweke and Stevenson each said there was no real 
timeline for when both sides entered into a discussion about the patch. 
But those discussions with the Muckleshoot Tribe were part of an effort 
by the team to reach out to several indigenous tribes throughout the 
region about creating relationships. 

Building those relationships was another extension of the Kraken's push 
to make items such as diversity, equity and inclusion one of their core 
principles. Mari Horita, the Kraken's senior vice president for community 
engagement and social impact, said the team is always trying to learn 
and listen from different voices. 

Horita said that is why it took the team eight months to finalize the land 
acknowledgment statement that is read after warmups. The idea of doing 
a land acknowledgment was brought up, and the team looked at different 
ways to convey that message. 

Once it had crafted a statement, the team presented it to the area's 
Coast Salish tribes with the thinking being that the Kraken would back off 
if the tribes were not comfortable with it, Horita said. 

"We engaged Native consultants to help us on this journey," Horita said. 
"We're not internally qualified to do this on our own. They had us talk to 
different Coast Salish tribes, present to the tribes what you're trying to do, 
get feedback and from that come up with your ultimate statement." 

Stevenson said the Muckleshoot Tribe does have long-standing 
relationships with local teams such as the Seattle Mariners and the 
Seattle Seahawks. He said the tribe always felt there was potential to 
build a relationship with the Kraken when the area first learned it would 
be getting an NHL franchise. 

But they also understood that they did not want to get too ahead of 
themselves and ensure that the tribe and the team both shared the same 
values. 

Even though the tribe has partnerships with three major professional 
sports franchises, did Stevenson ever think something like that would 
ever be possible when he was a child? 

Stevenson, who also sits on the city of Seattle's Indigenous Advisory 
Council, said he was part of the last generation that was born before 
there were more economic opportunities. 

He said he grew up on a reservation where there were homes that did 
not have running water, in addition to housing shortages. He also said 
there was a point when unemployment on the reservation was more than 
95%. 

"To see ourselves represented on a platform where there are thousands 
of people sitting and cheering and recognizing the name Muckleshoot, it's 
so incredibly empowering," Stevenson said. "It's something that could 
have never been imagined even a generation ago. ... It's almost 
unbelievable." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Youngsters spark Flames to crucial win over Coyotes with 
'season on the line' 

 

Eric Francis  

 

TEMPE, Az. – The players talk about the important role veteran 
leadership will have to play if the Calgary Flames are going to stay in this 
playoff race. 

On Wednesday, the kids were the difference. 

In the most important period of the season, it was Jakob Pelletier and 
Walker Duehr who stepped up to be heroes, snapping a 3-3 tie at Mullett 
Arena with consecutive goals that injected life into a playoff push 
seemingly on the brink. 

“We were talking in here (after the second period) and said the same 
thing, ‘our season is on the line here,’” said Elias Lindholm following a 
crucial 6-3 win over Arizona. 

“This,” added Duehr, “was the biggest period of the year, that third 
period.” 

Pelletier called it a “do or die game” and celebrated his game winner 
accordingly. 

“That’s just Pelts’ personality, right?” chuckled Duehr of his former 
Wranglers teammate, who punctuated his power play redirection with an 
animated celly that included another primal scream.  
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“He’s a fun guy to be around and when he scores that’s just his true self 
there.  

“So, it’s cool to see for him.” 

Duehr’s nifty backhand, roof-job in alone 20 seconds later was followed 
by a decidedly more reserved reaction. 

“Maybe I was just surprised it went in for myself,” smiled the soft-spoken 
fourth liner who was recalled by the Flames Tuesday. 

“I just remember I almost took out the ref there, so I was just trying not to 
hurt him.” 

A lot has been made about the energy these two youngsters have 
provided for a veteran club that, at times, has perhaps gotten a tad stale. 

But as coach Darryl Sutter pointed out, sprightliness alone isn’t enough. 

“Energy's one thing, but it's the NHL,” said Sutter, whose club’s patience 
paid off with five unanswered goals. 

“You can go out there with energy, doesn't mean you can play. It's the 
NHL, you've got to be able to play at a high level.  

“We need our young guys to make some progress here this year.  

“Said it in training camp, I'll say it again. I'll keep saying it. If you're a top 
team, you need these young guys to take another step.” 

On Wednesday, with so much on the line, they did, with both picking up a 
goal and an assist. 

“(Duehr’s) pace and his speed makes a difference for our team, for sure,” 
added Sutter. 

“We need (Pelletier) to produce. It's very simple. We're giving him really 
good opportunities to be a good player. Take advantage of it. (He's) done 
a good job.” 

Outshooting the Coyotes 38-9 after two periods, Pelletier’s second NHL 
goal broke the 3-3 tie five minutes into the third period by deftly tipping in 
a Noah Hanifin point blast on the power play. 

Shuffled from the first to second power play unit for the game, Pelletier 
later picked up an assist on Mikael Backlund’s late power play goal by 
using his speed to make it all happen. 

“If you want to win, you have to score goals, right?” said Pelletier, of the 
pressure to produce offensively. 

“For me, to play with Naz(em Kadri) and Huby (Jonathan Huberdeau), I 
think for our line we're going to have to produce more. 

“For me, also, that was my 12th game tonight. It's (nice) to be 
comfortable but I think it's time to step up and score goals.” 

Entering the game four points back of Minnesota for the final playoff spot 
in the west, Duehr made a pair of big plays to get the ball rolling for the 
Flames with a goal five minutes in he set up for Milan Lucic. 

It set the tone for a night in which the Flames outshot Arizona 51-14. 

Yet, midway through the second, it was 3-1 for the hosts, putting the lads 
in an uncomfortable spot to open a road trip that will only get tougher in 
Vegas Thursday and Denver Saturday. 

“Even when we were down 3-1 there’s some nerves going on there and 
you’re thinking a lot,” said Lindholm, whose goal and assist gave him 500 
points.  

“But obviously we stuck with it and kept playing the same way and 
sooner or later they were going to go in. Overall we had a good game.” 

Sutter insisted there was no panic despite the deficit that saw the 
Coyotes score three times on 8 shots against Dan Vladar. 

“We were down on the scoreboard, but I can say that was about as far as 
that went,” said Sutter, who had ten players with three or more shots on 
goal and five who picked up two points. 

“We won. We've been really good on the road all year and we were again 
tonight.” 

A character comeback and an important win. 

But it’s what this club does for an encore that has cost Flames fans sleep 
all season long. 

Let’s see what the youngsters – and veterans – have in store Thursday 
when they’ll desperately try to win the franchise’s very first game in 
Vegas. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Lack of secondary scoring continues to haunt Jets in loss 
to Islanders 

 

Ken Wiebe  

 

ELMONT, N.Y. -- Adam Lowry wasn’t about to shy away from one of the 
issues that has been plaguing the Winnipeg Jets. 

In fact, he brought it up without being asked specifically about it and 
certainly wasn’t afraid to take responsibility for what started as a highly 
productive season but has quickly turned ice cold in the offensive zone. 

After the Jets closed out a 1-3 road trip with a 2-1 loss to the New York 
Islanders on Wednesday, there was Lowry showing the leadership he’s 
been known for since settling into a full-time role with the hockey club. 

“I mean, probably some of it has to do with secondary scoring,” said 
Lowry, who hasn’t found the back of the net since Dec. 11 against the 
Washington Capitals, a span of 31 games. “It's been awhile since me, 
(Morgan Barron), (Karson Kuhlman), a few other guys have found the 
back of the net and sometimes that's the difference. 

“You can't rely on your big guns to score three or four every night, so 
we've got to start carrying the load a little bit and taking a little ownership 
on that. We created some chances but that's the difference. They got a 
goal from their bottom six and we didn't.” 

Jets head coach Rick Bowness agreed with much of Lowry’s 
assessment. 

“Well we need more from the bottom six, there’s no question,” said 
Bowness. “So you just keep getting them out there and eventually ... they 
work hard. They generate things. They can’t pass up any opportunities to 
shoot the puck, which I thought they did tonight a few times. But they’re 
working. They’re around the net. It’s just not going in for them right now.” 

Jets late turnover proves costly in hard fought loss to Islanders 

Lowry scored seven goals in his first 26 games, but is stuck in an 
offensive funk and while there have been opportunities to break out of it, 
nothing seems to be going his way. 

So how does a player in a drought balance that fine line between 
showing urgency, yet not squeezing the stick too tightly when the scoring 
chances present themselves. 

“It's one of those things. Sometimes you get away from the things that 
were making you successful early on. They're little adjustments that you 
might not even notice,” said Lowry, who has 25 points in 58 games. 
“Sometimes you've got to go back and watch some clips from earlier in 
the year just to see what you were doing and try to get back to it. And just 
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trying to get back on the same page with some of your linemates. I think, 
for our line tonight, we at least generated some chances. 

“It was a little bit better than (when) we played in the D-zone the whole 
night against the Rangers. But yeah, coming down the stretch here, we 
know the games are going to be tight. The margin for error is so slim and 
I don't think we made a whole lot of mistakes tonight but neither did they. 
It's tough to create offence out there, with two great goalies and two 
teams that are pretty committed to defence. It's just finding ways to get 
some of those greasy ones and generate some momentum for your 
team.” 

With 24 games to go, scoring more could be even more of a challenge 
with forward Cole Perfetti out and no firm timetable yet established for his 
return as the Jets await the doctor’s report. 

That Islanders goal from the bottom-six was from Simon Kuhlman, who 
buried a rebound after a Bo Horvat shot at 9:57 of the third period. 

The other goal came after a costly turnover at the offensive blue line by 
Jets winger Mason Appleton, whose drop pass to Nikolaj Ehlers was 
slightly off the mark. 

How Hellebuyck's confidence translates to the rest of Winnipeg Jets 
lineup 

Puck management has been a concern as the Jets have gone 6-8 during 
this 14-game stretch and this was another example. 

Coaches don’t want to stifle the offensive creativity, but in that four-on-
four situation, Appleton has to be 100 per cent sure his pass is in an area 
where Ehlers can skate to it. 

Instead of a dangerous scoring chance for the Jets, the Islanders went 
on the offensive attack and Sebastian Aho converted the rebound after a 
shot from Brock Nelson. 

“I don’t know. I thought he was going to come out a bit more before 
dropping it. He just dropped it to the inside of me,” said Ehlers. “It is what 
it is. If I would have got it, it might have been a great chance. It’s a little 
misunderstanding, that happens. It ends up in a rebound shot that goes 
between my skates, backdoor. 

“We don’t want to trade chances, I don’t think we did that in that four-on-
four shift. We don’t want to turn it over at the blue line, but that was a bit 
unlucky.” 

Ehlers notched the lone goal for the Jets on the power play, scoring on 
the team's first opportunity but finishing the evening 1-for-4. 

“I didn’t like the last couple,” said Bowness. “Listen, we have two power 
plays in the third period and we didn’t generate enough shots … They’re 
the No. 1 penalty killing team in the league at home and they’ve got an 
outstanding goalie, but that doesn’t mean that you pass it around and 
pass it around. We have to get more shots, it’s as simple as that.” 

Despite falling to 35-22-1 on the season, the Jets remain in the thick of 
things in both the Central Division and the Western Conference as they 
prepare to play six of the next seven games on home ice. 

“We're aware with where we stand, the opportunities we have, how tight 
it is between one through eight, really,” said Lowry. “It's important you 
don't get lost on focusing on the results and, like I was asked earlier 
about the process, make sure with the wins you are getting are 
conducive to winning. 

"You can't give up 50 shots like we did against the Rangers and expect 
to win every night. We know there is an opportunity to win the division 
and challenge for the conference. Our goal is to finish as high as we can 
and get home ice as long as we can in the playoffs. It's important we get 
back and use this homestand coming up to give ourselves that 
opportunity to keep climbing in the standings. 

“It's certainly an important stretch coming up for us.” 

Bowness is feeling the urgency as well, as he called Friday’s tilt with the 
Colorado Avalanche the most important game of the season. 

While some of that was coach-speak for the next game on the schedule, 
the Avalanche are four points behind the Jets for second in the Central 
and hold three games in hand, so this wasn’t really an exaggeration 
either. 

The Jets have time to get things turned around, but it’s been quite some 
time since they’ve stacked a number of solid games together. 

“It just goes to show that we’re not exactly where we want to be. Of 
course we wanted to win every single game. We know we have work to 
do,” said Ehlers, who is up to 22 points in 22 games after snapping a 10-
game goal-scoring drought. “(Do) everything better. That’s the easy 
answer. I think we work hard, but I mean, we haven’t scored enough 
goals to win games. So, we have to clean some stuff up.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / 32 Thoughts: A trade deadline check-in on each NHL team 

 

Elliotte Friedman  

 

32 THOUGHTS 

1. Boston Bruins: It’s been a week since Columbus pulled Vladislav 
Gavrikov from the lineup; everything points to Massachusetts as the 
landing spot. (And we’re not talking about playing offensive tackle for the 
Patriots.) It’s believed the Bruins needed another move to make 
everything work (Mike Reilly? Craig Smith?) and, to this point, the Blue 
Jackets remain patient. 

The biggest question here is, “What else do they do, if anything?” 
Boston’s got a special chemistry, and the organization balances that with 
the knowledge this is a go-for-it year. I believe the Bruins had interest in 
Bo Horvat, but that’s gone now. The cost for Gavrikov will tell us what 
opportunities remain. They’ve been linked to Ivan Barbashev and Luke 
Schenn. A few teams have wondered if they’re in on Timo Meier. That 
might be opponent paranoia, but if it’s this much of a squeeze for 
Gavrikov — I’d be curious how they could fit the winger. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes: First of all, last weekend was a massive win for 
the organization. Never mind the NHL outdoor game, but also the North 
Carolina-North Carolina State matchup drew 25,000. (They are club 
teams at the university level.) 

The Hurricanes have a consistent philosophy: do not overpay for rentals. 
With oodles of cap space this year and next, the Hurricanes potentially 
could get Meier, qualify him at $10 million for 2023-24 and see where 
things go. If they don’t win this showcase showdown, they’ll look for term 
or a less-expensive rental. (They’ve monitored Patrick Kane’s future, 
lurking until the Future Hall of Famer makes a decision.) 

I believe they’ve spoken to the Bruins about Smith, as Boston might 
incentivize Carolina to do it. They are in the market for a depth defender, 
too. Before Max Pacioretty’s injury, there were extension conversations, 
so we will see where that stands. One Hurricanes prospect who's been 
discussed is Jack Drury. 

3. New Jersey Devils: Until St. Louis loaded-up on first-rounders, New 
Jersey was the consensus pick for Meier. And the Devils still might be 
the choice. It’s so crazy around them that when Alexander Holtz left 
Monday’s AHL Utica game in Toronto, I had a bunch of DMs from Devils 
fans asking if he was traded. (Holtz was hurt, unfortunately.) 

New Jersey wants Meier with an extension (or close to it). The Devils are 
viewed as smallish up front, but, even if they added size, it’s got to be 
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size with skill. Does Nino Niederreiter make any sense? Damon 
Severson’s name has been out there, but one executive said he believes 
that’s a targeted move as it makes zero sense for New Jersey to deal 
him unless there’s a suitable replacement. Devils are trying to win here.  

4. Toronto Maple Leafs: GM Kyle Dubas added Ryan O’Reilly and Noel 
Acciari without removing anyone from his roster, and made it clear he’ll 
see how things develop before deciding to do anything else. The Leafs 
tried to sign Acciari last summer, but ran out of room after inking Calle 
Jarnkrok. Dubas added that Matt Murray is expected to be back next 
week, and has indicated he won’t trade for another goalie unless the 
acquisition cost plus the return is appreciably better than what he’s 
already got in-house. 

Defence? Toronto isn’t left with much draft capital, so it’s either someone 
you can get for a late-round pick or a current defender goes in return. 
Radko Gudas and Scott Mayfield are two I’ve thought about, but their 
teams are in the race. Luke Schenn being held out indicates he’s priced 
out of their range. Generally though, teams believe there is a surplus of 
rental defence options and are betting costs soften.  

5. Tampa Bay Lightning: They have one pick in the first two rounds of the 
next two drafts. There isn’t a ton of prospect capital. Tampa does not 
trade anyone who they think they need to win a Stanley Cup, doing their 
major surgery in the summer. Other teams think they like Barbashev, but 
will probably be outbid. A Garnet Hathaway or a Sam Lafferty type make 
sense here, along with a depth defender.  

Image courtesy CapFriendly. 

6. New York Rangers: A lot of their heavy lifting is done. Word was they 
wanted one more forward, and Tyler Motte arrived on Sunday. I don’t 
know. I think GM Chris Drury likes the attention focused elsewhere. 
Would I say it’s likely? No. But, like with Toronto, it’s silly to assume they 
wouldn’t consider anything. 

7. Vegas Golden Knights: Big, big wild card. The Knights made it clear 
Mark Stone will not be back in the regular season, but expect Logan 
Thompson before the playoffs. They have looked into Meier. The future 
could be tricky — the offseason cap would be a problem — but, if they 
wished, they could do it now and worry about the next season in the 
summer. They liked Acciari (now off the board) and Barbashev, who is 
still available. 

The Golden Knights have a full defence corps, but when I heard St. Louis 
would consider moving Torey Krug — I wondered if there’s any chance 
this is a fit. Krug’s got a history with coach Bruce Cassidy from their 
Boston days, and Vegas might like a one-timer option on a middle-of-the-
pack power play. Krug’s got four years remaining, which complicates 
things, and a no-trade, but who wouldn’t want to play here? 

8. Dallas Stars: The Stars are looking for a scorer to play with Tyler 
Seguin. They considered Patrick Kane, backed away, and now we’ll see 
what Kane decides. They considered Tyler Bertuzzi, but he’s unavailable. 
Who does that leave? Barbashev? James van Riemsdyk? Someone 
else? I’ve wondered about defensive depth, too.  

9. Winnipeg Jets: Potentially fascinating. Elite goaltender. Good talent, 
some holes. Bill Parcells says, “You are what your record says you are,” 
and the Jets are a playoff team in the wide-open wild west. Attendance 
was a little soft at the beginning of the season, and now that they’re in 
the race, why not further energize your fanbase? 

However, the Jets like certainty, and they are headed into a period of 
uncertainty. Pierre-Luc Dubois (arbitration-eligible), Mark Scheifele and 
Blake Wheeler have one more season of team control. If they thought 
they could sign Meier, I think they’d be all over him. Colleague Ken 
Wiebe mentioned Colton Parayko’s name, and that makes a lot of sense 
— if Parayko’s willing to consider it. Schenn makes sense as a non-first-
round-pick rental, but when it comes to the Jets, I always look for term. 

10.  Seattle Kraken: GM Ron Francis has one of the most unique trade 
portfolios of any manager. He almost never makes a player-for-player 
deal. One was last season — Marcus Johansson for Daniel Strong (and 

picks), but that’s a rarity. Thirtieth overall in faceoffs, the Kraken continue 
a lengthy search for a centre. Nico Sturm (57.3 per cent on draws) has 
two more years at a manageable $2 million AAV. Lars Eller (54.3) and 
Max Domi (54.8) are unrestricted. 

Carson Soucy missed Monday’s game against San Jose as he was 
knicked up, and the Kraken are prepared to trade him rather than lose 
him for nothing. I can’t imagine, though, Seattle wouldn’t want some kind 
of replacement. A playoff berth in Year 2 would be a huge victory for the 
organization. 

11. Los Angeles Kings: The Kings are looking for a left-shot defender 
with term. They’ve definitely pitched Jakob Chychrun, and another player 
who makes sense for them is Jake McCabe. They poked around 
Gavrikov, but doesn’t sound like there was a contractual fit. The other 
question is what they’re thinking in goal. At times, it’s sounded like they 
may wait until summer to address the long-term fit. I believe they're going 
to consider Thatcher Demko, but that may not be possible before the 
deadline.  

12. Colorado Avalanche: Colorado’s best addition will be good health. 
Gabriel Landeskog is back skating and Cale Makar should be treated 
very carefully, as he’s in concussion protocol. Erik Johnson appears to 
be out a while, unfortunately. The Avalanche kept their first-rounders, but 
are barren of second- and third-rounders the next two years. That limits 
their purchasing power and ability to ask teams to retain money. Second-
line centre is glaring, but for what in exchange? They aren’t going to 
move someone like Alex Newhook for a rental. I thought the defensive 
injuries might bring them in on Luke Schenn, but I'm told that is not so. 

13. Edmonton Oilers: The latest word on the Erik Karlsson talks is it’s 
“one-in-a-million.” (Of course that means it happens.) I do think they’ve 
made a pitch for Patrick Kane, but it’s up to the winger to decide. We’re 
all wondering if that’s the best use of their assets, and what I’m guessing 
is they want the option to have a strong second line if they play Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl together. Kane/Nugent-Hopkins/Kane could 
work. 

One thing GM Ken Holland wanted to protect himself against was being 
shorthanded due to injury, which is why he didn’t waive anyone. Now, 
Dylan Holloway is out and Evander Kane is banged up. Holland drafted 
Tyler Bertuzzi, so I think there was interest there, too, but it’s not relevant 
with Detroit in the race. If Patrick Kane says no to Edmonton, we will see 
what secondary options exist. They already declined a big ask for 
Lafferty. Do Philip Broberg and Vincent Desharnais make them feel 
strong enough not to add on defence?  

14. Minnesota Wild: The Wild have a few things swirling around. Adding 
term is almost impossible, and they won’t do it unless we’re talking a 
game-changer of a player. Matt Dumba and Jordan Greenway are out 
there, and GM Bill Guerin is very aggressive. When they were hot early 
in the season, I thought for sure Guerin would go hard after the best 
offensive player he could find. Now I’m not so certain, unless Patrick 
Kane picks them. You know who could make sense here? Someone like 
Conor Sheary.  

15. Pittsburgh Penguins: The Penguins are in a tough spot. Their math is 
not bad, but three straight games without a point reduced the margin for 
error. (I’m still shocked they didn’t tie Monday’s game against New York. 
They were all over the Islanders.) Missing the playoffs is not an option, 
but mortgaging the future is not what they should be doing. A high pick 
for a rental doesn’t seem smart. If there was an obvious path, they’d 
have done it already. 

Figuring out scenarios in my head, I’ve thought maybe they should 
consider selling, then adding. Do you test the market on a Brian 
Dumoulin or a Tristan Jarry or a Jason Zucker (15 goals and competing 
hard every game I see) and find out if that gives you more flexibility to 
add something useful? 

16. Detroit Red Wings: No one had more killer instinct as a player than 
GM Steve Yzerman, and his team showed that personality in Tuesday’s 
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3-1 win over Washington. They lost Dylan Larkin 13 minutes in and held 
strong without the captain in a huge game. 

Bertuzzi is not on the market at this time, and neither is Larkin. Several 
years ago on the CBC version of Hockey Night in Canada, we did a story 
on whether or not Detroit was still Hockeytown. Mike Babcock’s quotes 
were incredible, but the interview to remember was Christopher Ilitch’s. 
At the time the Red Wings were still in the West, and Ilitch talked about 
how much that hurt their efforts to acquire young fans. So, without a 
playoff berth since 2016 and in a brand-new building, I understand why 
they are going for it, even if it means a seventh- or eighth-place finish in a 
brutal conference. It’s time. 

Jakub Vrana’s return is another lesson: don’t believe in absolutes. Things 
change. A month ago, I’d heard the rumours he’d never play for the 
Wings again. There he was on Tuesday night. Hope he’s good, on the 
right path. 

17. Calgary Flames: The Flames held a team meeting last weekend, 
following a tumultuous 36 hours when they lost to Detroit and player 
agent Allan Walsh criticized the “negativity” around the team. The 
message was simple: Ignore the noise and concentrate on the task. As 
tough as everything’s been, there were 27 games remaining and two 
points between them and the playoffs. For one night, it appeared the 
tweet and the meeting had the desired effect, as Calgary beat the 
Rangers in a great game. 

The Flames wake up Wednesday four points behind Minnesota. 
Someone pointed out they have an easy schedule to finish the season, 
but it’s kind of warped because the West is weaker than the East. So, all 
the Western teams technically have easier schedules. They do have 10 
games against Anaheim, Arizona, Chicago, San Jose and Vancouver. 

They looked into Schenn, but the price looks like it went higher than they 
want to pay. They’ve kicked tires on Boeser. Depending on where this 
goes, this could be a huge offseason as six key players enter their last 
years before becoming UFAs in 2024. 

18. Buffalo Sabres: Tuesday’s home loss to Toronto was as ugly as it 
gets, but it’s only one night. The Sabres have good math, but GM Kevyn 
Adams is on-record as refusing to budge from the process. While I agree 
that’s correct, I think — like Detroit — you also have to reward your 
players and fans. This is the Al MacInnis question (because someone 
joked it’s his job to ask this in St. Louis): “How does this play in the 
room?” 

Adams listens to his veterans — according to a couple of sources, he 
listened this year when they asked him to keep three goalies on the NHL 
roster because they thought it best for the team. If I’m the Sabres, I’m 
trying to do something, even if it’s small. There’s good value out there, 
and anything you can bring to your room helps. 

19. Nashville Predators: Hate to hear this, but Ryan Johansen needs 
surgery for the foot injury he suffered during Tuesday's win over 
Vancouver. That’s a big loss. Tanner Jeannot would be a huge add for 
just about any team, but word is Nashville’s begun talking with him on a 
long-term extension, so I wouldn’t bet on a move. Otherwise GM David 
Poile is listening, and open to your ideas. You know who isn’t going 
anywhere, and it would take a strong package to pry Mattias Ekholm out 
of Tennessee.  

20. New York Islanders: One executive referred to them as the 
AHLslanders after their huge win over Pittsburgh on Monday. What a 
crazy few days. They nearly get booed off the ice before a stirring home 
comeback over the Penguins, get clobbered by the Bruins, then beat the 
Penguins a second time with a depleted lineup. They’ve already made 
their major move, although it’s folly to guess what GM Lou Lamoriello’s 
up to. Their math isn’t great. If they were out, teams would be making a 
run at Scott Mayfield, but they’re close enough that it seems unlikely. 
Lamoriello historically doesn’t add rentals unless he thinks his team can 
win.  

21. Florida Panthers: They’ve climbed back into the race after an awful 
start, although the math isn’t great. GM Bill Zito once said he’s of the 
school that if you get in, anyone can win. So, I see the Panthers through 
that lens. Anthony Duclair could return as soon as Friday, which would 
be terrific. He brings them speed. It sounds like an extension for Gudas 
will be a challenge. He’s like Mayfield, a hard player teams would love for 
the postseason, but if they are in the race, do they move him? I’ve heard 
Sam Reinhart’s name, but not sure about the timing. And Sergei 
Bobrovsky has started seven of eight since All-Star. He’s the guy in goal 
for now. 

22. Washington Capitals: Even before Tuesday’s loss to Detroit, GM 
Brian MacLellan signaled he was open to ideas. He’s willing to discuss 
his unrestricted free agents. The team and Dmitry Orlov are not close, 
particularly on term. Hathaway will be an interesting one. He’s not the 
fastest, but good for the grinding games of the post-season. Sheary, 
Johansson, Nick Jensen, Trevor van Riemsdyk, Erik Gustafsson — there 
are some nice pieces. Anthony Mantha was injured against Detroit, 
clouding his future. The Capitals are ready to subscribe to your 
newsletter. They’ll have flexibility this summer, and are prepared to use 
it. 

23. Ottawa Senators: I don’t understand why anyone would be surprised 
the Senators say they’re still in it. They want their young players to go 
hard the rest of the season. They want their fans to keep showing up. 
They’re six points out with four games in hand; not insurmountable. The 
bigger problem is leapfrogging four teams in between. Not easy in the 
day of the loser point. I do think they’re working on a defenceman. With 
the injuries in goal, and the desire to stay in the race, it’s something 
they’re trying to do. As mentioned earlier this year, if there’s a blue-liner 
available, Ottawa’s asked about them. Cam Talbot is back, too.   

24. St. Louis Blues: They’ve got three first-rounders. If they move 
Barbashev and a defenceman, they could have more assets. They are in 
on Meier. And, they could also look at Chychrun, who they’ve sniffed 
around before. St. Louis doesn’t believe in long rebuilds. If not Meier, 
what if Alex DeBrincat doesn’t sign in Ottawa? GM Doug Armstrong is 
decisive, whether you like those decisions or not. The defencemen with 
term have no-trade clauses, so some control over where they go. 
Something to watch for in the summer: Does Ryan O’Reilly return?  

25. Philadelphia Flyers: Travis Sanheim was benched in Calgary. Joel 
Farabee (3:52 vs. the Flames) could have gotten that treatment in 
Edmonton if Travis Konecny wasn’t hurt. This is coach John Tortorella’s 
team, and he is shaping it as he sees fit. Even if healthy, it was extremely 
unlikely Konecny was going anywhere. Van Riemsdyk’s a scoring option 
for a few teams, Kevin Hayes is available and I wouldn’t be surprised if 
Felix Sandstrom is waived to see if anyone gives him a shot. (Trade talks 
have not been fruitful.) The Flyers are looking for centres. Very hard to 
find.  

26. Montreal Canadiens: With Joel Edmundson and Sean Monahan 
injured, two of Montreal’s biggest trade chips are out. Jeff Marek said this 
could be a quiet deadline for the Canadiens, and their absences make it 
likely. Yes, someone like Evgenii Dadonov could go for a later-round 
pick, but it’s hard to see too much else. A lot of their big moves were 
done last year. If the Rangers need to move salary and are willing to 
move prospects, I could see Jeff Gorton (who knows them well) 
interested. The Canadiens will also be very careful about leaving their 
young players without key veterans until the youth are ready to run the 
team on their own. 

27. Vancouver Canucks: Luke Schenn was scheduled to return home, 
out of the lineup until dealt. As of Tuesday night, I’m not convinced the 
team is finalized, but I do think after a few quiet days, talks around him 
intensified to the point where there was a feeling it would happen. If 
Vancouver didn’t get at least a third, they weren’t going to do it. 

They are working hard on Boeser too. I've had mixed messages on 
Washington, some sources saying there’s never been interest, some 
saying there has. Whatever the case, it’s complicated. It’s unlikely 
anything happens with J.T. Miller, but I think teams wanted to see what 
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the Canucks might be willing to do. If there’s a group of players who can’t 
wait for this to end, it’s this group.  

28. Arizona Coyotes: Chychrun returned to practice on Tuesday, and 
we’ll see where this goes. One executive predicted last weekend 
Chychrun doesn’t get traded at all, which is a bad outcome for everyone 
involved. I don’t think Boston is doing it, because they’ve got future cap 
issues. So, that leaves Columbus, Los Angeles, St. Louis and anyone 
else I haven’t uncovered (Winnipeg?). 

Is it as simple as GM Bill Armstrong sticking to his price? Is it that the 
Coyotes can’t add money? Is it that someone needs time? Hopefully, we 
find out soon. Shayne Gostisbehere is the other defender to watch. The 
Coyotes have some nice forwards, but in a tight cap world, it’s not easy 
to move them. 

29. San Jose Sharks: Thank you, Daniel Negreanu, for the Twitter 
clarification on “slow-playing.” There’s no real book on Mike Grier yet, so 
we’re all learning together about how he’ll play the deadline. And, what 
we’re seeing is someone with the best player available taking his time. 
The entrance of the Blues allows Grier — if he wishes — to slow down 
things even further. 

The Sharks want as many picks as possible so they can move 
throughout this year’s excellent draft and restock their prospect base, 
which they are said to be unhappy with in terms of overall depth. There’s 
a little bit of frustration with how long this has taken (one agent said he 
heard one of the contenders for Meier was going to hold out players, then 
changed their mind because it didn’t get as close as they hoped). 

If Grier didn’t have the belle of the ball, he’d risk teams going elsewhere. 
But he does, so it’s a calculated gamble. Teams include Carolina, New 
Jersey, St. Louis, Vegas and Winnipeg. Another thing: Is there an extra 
cost for the Western teams? Do the Sharks prefer to send Meier east? 
As mentioned earlier, Karlsson to Edmonton appears unlikely -- way too 
complicated now. There's also Nick Bonino and James Reimer to look 
out for. Marek, by the way, wonders if the Sharks will consider reuniting 
Dante Fabbro with his NCAA coach, David Quinn. 

30. Chicago Blackhawks: Patrick Kane’s decision is due any day now. It 
sounds like it’s down to two options: First is pick a team (and it will likely 
be one team, which is why it’s taken this much time). Then, the 
Blackhawks can negotiate with that club for a Kane trade. Second is 
Kane taking longer-term care of his career. Instead of a trade now, he 
makes a decision for next season (and beyond), getting whatever 
treatment is necessary for his hip injury so he can be fully healthy for 
2023-24. 

I don’t want to handicap it, but it sounds like that’s where we are. 
Watching his last two games at home (which could be his final games at 
the Madhouse on Madison as a Blackhawk), I still don’t understand why 
returning for one more year isn’t an option. If Kane can’t stand the losing, 
that’s one thing. But there wasn’t a ton of entertainment in Chicago this 
season, and it’s hard to sell tickets under those circumstances. If Kane 
does go, they’ll make this work wherever he chooses. Otherwise, 
Chicago’s had big asks (Lafferty, McCabe). We will see how things play 
out. 

31. Columbus Blue Jackets: We wait on Gavrikov. After that, we watch to 
see if Act II is indeed Chychrun. As I’ve written before, that’s a sell job for 
the Blue Jackets, but they don’t seem scared of it. They like his term and 
are willing to take the chance. Joonas Korpisalo and Gustav Nyquist are 
other targets. I’ve heard some love for Boone Jenner, but there’s not 
many who can handle his contract. 

32. Anaheim Ducks: John Klingberg took a shot off his foot on Monday, 
but it doesn’t look long-term. Aside from the obvious UFAs, there are 
other Ducks to watch. That list includes Max Comtois. A year ago, it 
appeared he’d move. But after a season under the new regime, it’s time. 

With 22-year-old Lukas Dostal ready for more netminding time, Anaheim 
will open room for him. They’d like to try now, instead of waiting for next 
season. Anthony Stolarz is more obvious than John Gibson, although I 

think Gibson and the Ducks would love to find a way to get him a new 
home. Then there’s Adam Henrique. There are teams who like him. The 
issue is, who can take him without asking the Ducks to retain, because 
Anaheim will demand a premium for that. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Boeser tries to focus on his game as Canucks, agent look 
for trade partner 

 

Iain MacIntyre  

 

ST. LOUIS – He turns 26 on Saturday, but the day Brock Boeser really 
looks forward to is one week later. 

On March 4, the day after the National Hockey League trading deadline, 
the Vancouver Canucks winger will finally know his team for the rest of 
this season. After a months-long trade mission, Boeser’s uncertainty and 
angst will finally ease a little. One way or another. 

“For sure,” Boeser told Sportsnet on Tuesday before the Canucks 
travelled here to play the St. Louis Blues on Thursday (8 p.m. ET / 5 p.m. 
PT, Sportsnet, SN NOW). “There's just so much talk over the last few 
months. You never know what can happen. So, yeah, day by day -- I'm 
trying to focus on that.” 

Boeser’s agent, Ben Hankinson, has been working with Canucks general 
manager Patrik Allvin on trying to find a trade partner for Boeser, who 
after six seasons in Vancouver, all but one of them undermined by 
injuries, would like a fresh start and more opportunity. 

But the three-year, $20-million extension Boeser signed with the 
Canucks last summer has proved a major obstacle in trade discussions 
and Allvin, in an interview with Sportsnet two weeks ago, made it clear 
that he still values the Minnesotan and won’t “force anything.” 

On Wednesday, Hankinson told The Athletic that he has talked to 
Minnesota Wild GM Bill Guerin and that Boeser would fit “perfectly” on 
his home state’s team. But the agent said Allvin would have to retain a 
significant portion of Boeser’s salary – assuming the sides can even 
agree on the assets to be exchanged. 

“They’re trying to move some things around potentially,” Hankinson said 
of the Wild. “But where does Brock Boeser fit? I think he fits perfectly: a 
top-six scoring wing, probably playing with (Matt) Boldy. But there are 
other pieces in play. 

“There’d have to be a lot of salary retained by Vancouver, and I don’t 
think that’s something they’re too excited to do because they just signed 
Brock Boeser.” 

If Hankinson’s appearance on the The Athletic Hockey Show was 
intended partly to put more public pressure on the Canucks to make a 
deal, the methodical Allvin is unlikely to yield as a key objective in moving 
Boeser is to create as much cap flexibility as possible. 

The Vancouver GM declined an interview request on Wednesday. 

Two weeks ago, Allvin said of Boeser: “If there is a deal that makes 
sense for us, we'll definitely look at it. But. . . it's our job to help him. I 
mean, that's my conversation with the coaches: (How do we) get the best 
out of every single player? Brock has been very professional. With all the 
outside distraction, he's been coming into the rink every day with a good 
attitude and trying to compete and be better.” 

And the issue of retained salary? 
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“It all depends on what the actual deal is and what's included,” Allvin 
said. “We all know that retaining money, you usually get an asset back 
for it.” 

Allvin’s decision on Tuesday to remove Luke Schenn from the Canucks 
lineup and allow the veteran defenceman to return to Vancouver to await 
a likely trade keenly reminded Boeser of the uncertainty of his own 
situation. 

He has been linked in reports to several teams including, on Wednesday 
by Sportsnet insider Elliotte Friedman, the Calgary Flames and 
Washington Capitals. 

“I have no idea what's going to happen,” Boeser said. “I'm just coming to 
the rink every day, working as hard as I can with what I'm given, and 
trying to make the most of every opportunity.” 

On seeing Schenn leave the team in Nashville, Boeser said: “It's not 
easy. He's one of the leaders we have here. He leads by example every 
day and he's a guy everyone listens to in the locker room, so it sucks to 
see. He's a guy who comes to rink every day working hard, so I just hope 
that if he gets traded he gets put in a good situation where he can 
continue to succeed.” 

Boeser had an assist and nine shot attempts in the 5-4 shootout loss to 
the Predators, and the Canuck’s ice time of 19:21 was his highest since 
Rick Tocchet replaced Bruce Boudreau as coach on Jan. 22. 

But while he has continued to produce points – 37 in 49 games this 
season – Boeser has scored just 10 goals, six of them at five-on-five, and 
has only one goal in his last 14 games. Since a four-point game against 
the New York Islanders two weeks ago, Boeser has two assists in five 
games. 

His defensive profile has been bleak all season. The Canucks have been 
outscored 54-39 at five-on-five with Boeser, whose expected goals-for is 
just 39.7 per cent. Boeser’s goals-against-per-60-minutes of 4.92 is worst 
among active Canucks, and his plus/minus rating of minus-21 is second-
worst on the team. 

Despite his high hopes for this season and a bold prediction of 30-plus 
goals, Boeser was slowed at the start by a freak, pre-season hand injury 
that required surgery and has had the winger trying to catch up since 
October. 

When the Canucks traded captain Bo Horvat to the New York Islanders 
three weeks ago, Boeser became the longest-tenured player in 
Vancouver. He was the Calder Trophy runner-up just five years ago 
when he scored 29 times, which is still Boeser’s high-water mark in the 
NHL. 

“This year has thrown different challenges at me than in the past,” he 
said Tuesday night after the Nashville game. “I feel some things haven't 
gone my way, but I just put that aside and I just come to the rink and try 
to be better and want to be better for our team and try to contribute and 
help our team win. I've been here a while and I'm sick of this losing stuff, 
too. I'm just trying to put my hard hat on and get to work.” 

Wherever he works. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Things We Know: Trade prices may prove too high for 
Oilers to acquire what they need 

 

Mark Spector  

 

EDMONTON — Things We (Think We) Know. Series 1, Volume 5.  

Things We Know  

As Ken Holland sniffs around at the Trade Deadline, he’s finding that the 
price of trying to hit a home run as a team deep in Long Term Injury 
Reserve is either impossible, or simply doesn’t make long-term sense.  

We’ve always thought an Erik Karlsson acquisition was sheer fantasy. 
The price involved with enticing San Jose to eat millions of dollars of cap 
space over four seasons — and perhaps paying off an intermediary to 
help take a bite out of that number — is just too imposing.  

Remember, when the Leafs moved Patrick Marleau and the remaining 
$6.25 million on his deal, it cost them a conditional first round pick. Try to 
get a team to eat three or four million for four seasons… What would that 
cost?  

Holland is still hunting for a defenceman, and if they can afford it, a depth 
forward to go along with that. They inquired on Jake McCabe, but he has 
a No Trade List and won’t come to Edmonton. They like depth centreman 
Sam Lafferty, but haven’t come to a deal yet because the price is likely a 
tad higher than the middle round pick they would be ready to surrender.  

Patrick Kane is still out there, but even if you could make that deal work, 
it’s becoming increasingly clear that another offensive player is not what 
the NHL’s highest scoring team requires.  

Things We (Think We) Know  

So Joel Edmundson (back) is too beat up. And Vlad Gavrikov is too 
expensive, and sounds (at least today) like he’s going to Boston. 
McCabe said no, and Jakob Chychrun? Well, we suspect he was hurt 
when the Arizona Coyotes sat him down for “trade related purposes.”  

Chychrun has been on the market for so long, the fact 31 GMs have all 
failed to acquire him tells you the price tag is simply unreasonable, and 
very likely, the Coyotes won’t take back a (Jesse Puljujarvi) contract that 
almost everyone who wants Chychrun would have to send them.  

But what about John Klingberg?  

When Anaheim signed Klingberg last summer (one year, $7 million), we 
immediately said he could be the No. 1 chip at the March 3 deadline. But 
he hasn’t had a great season, and his name has fallen out of the 
conversation.  

He’s not Gavrikov defensively, but he’s far better with the puck. He’s not 
Karlsson offensively, but I’m not sure if asked to concentrate on his own 
zone that he couldn’t make you better there than Karlsson would.  

Remember, many who said Duncan Keith wouldn’t help last season 
based their opinions on his numbers with the Blackhawks. Well, the 
Ducks may be worse.  

Yes, Klingberg is a righty. But he could be a sleeper acquisition whose 
versatile game helps.  

I’ve always liked him.  

Breaking down the potential deadline targets for Jets, Flames, and Oilers 

Things We Know  

You can’t have it all, and when Holland spends to the limit every summer, 
I’m not sure you can expect him to max out again at the deadline.  

In short, he’s an LTI GM, forced into the position by Oscar Klefbom’s 
injury. So he has to spend to the max before the season begins, and he 
does so by signing the Zach Hymans, Evander Kanes, Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins and when he needed a goalie, he signed like-him-or-not Jack 
Campbell.  

But that leaves Holland shy on opportunity at the deadline. That’s just 
how the CBA works.  

It’s nearly impossible to find a big ticket item when you’re an LTI team — 
unless you want to deal the Dylan Holloways and Philip Brobergs. And 
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even then, without those guys, you’d be in worse cap trouble next 
season.  

How the Oilers could pull off a blockbuster Erik Karlsson trade 

Things We (Think We) Know  

Edmonton already leads the NHL in goals per game (3.76). But they’re 
21st in goals against per game (3.26).  

The Oilers have the best powerplay at 31.7%, but the 26th best penalty 
kill at 75%.  

If I’m Holland I don’t need Patrick Kane. I need a Mike Peca clone. I don’t 
want Jakob Chychrun — I want Brooks Orpik.  

Sure, finding those old school players in today’s game isn’t easy. But you 
get my point: think “keeping pucks out.” Not “putting pucks in.”  

A lot of folks wondered, back in October, why Holland signed Mattias 
Janmark. Now that it’s late February, Edmonton could use two more guys 
just like him — couldn’t they?  

I want veterans who can skate, check and kill a penalty. So that when 
Connor McDavid, Leon Draisaitl and the powerplay gets me a lead, I’ve 
got more guys who know it’s their job to preserve it — and are good at it.  

Edmonton has a few: Warren Foegele, Janmark, Hyman, Derek Ryan… 
But the Oilers need another defenceman who thinks that way. And 
another forward — preferably a centreman. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Daly's comments on Senators ownership bids and arena 
plans set up fascinating spring 

 

Wayne Scanlan  

 

OTTAWA – There are certain irrefutable facts about the Ottawa Senators 
where their ownership and arena plans are concerned. 

One, the team is for sale and bids are about to get real as the NHL and 
Galatioto Sports Partners entertain multiple offers over the next week or 
two. 

Two, the Senators will eventually be moving to a new, more central 
arena. 

Beyond that, we don’t know much, until the new owners are in place and 
plans get laid out for all eyes to see. 

At the moment, we cling to cryptic comments and background work that 
has gone into the LeBreton Flats site for more than a year now. 

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman has made it clear that a new, central 
arena should be part of any new ownership plan for the Senators. During 
his All-Star Game availability earlier this month, Bettman said that as 
many as 15 parties have shown interest in buying the Senators, a 
number that will be whittled down very soon. 

“The opportunity to bring the team downtown to LeBreton Flats makes 
this an even more exciting opportunity to own a team in the nation’s 
capital,” Bettman said. 

Amen to that. 

And so it was interesting to hear Bettman’s deputy commissioner Bill 
Daly tell John Shannon and Bob McCown on the Bob McCown Podcast 
late last week that there is nothing cast in stone at LeBreton. 

“There may be bids that don’t have LeBreton Flats as part of their future 
projection for this franchise,” Daly said, matter-of-factly. “It depends on 
what they have planned. It’s certainly a relevant part of the mix, but I 
don’t think it’s an essential element.” 

That must have been an interesting nugget to hear for National Capital 
Commission chair Marc Seaman and CEO Tobi Nussbaum. 

Last June, the NCC reached an agreement with the Senators to build a 
major event centre (read: arena complex) on about seven acres of prime 
LeBreton Flats property just west of Parliament Hill. The agreement 
called for the two sides to reach a lease agreement by the fall of 2023, by 
which time new owners would be in place and sign off on the deal. 

This is where it gets interesting. Numerous developers have looked at 
that site and wanted more – more land, that is, to make the venture 
broader than a simple arena and one or two other developments. 

Why DeBrincat holds the leverage in his negotiations with Senators | Jeff 
Marek Show 

Perhaps the NCC could give a little on that front. However, the NCC is 
not in business to serve hockey and realty desires. It has a lot of other 
interests to bear on the broader parcel of land here (about 72 acres), 
which sits on traditional Algonquin Territory. Affordable housing, 
commerce, green space and transit links are all part of the plan, which 
took a major detour when a 2016 agreement among the NCC, the 
Senators and Trinity Developments (known as RendezVous LeBreton) 
fell apart. 

With wandering eyes and dollar-sign vision, some developers have 
looked at other sites around Ottawa that may be larger and less 
restrictive. Some of these sites were thought of years ago as a potential 
landing spot for an arena. 

An Ottawa Citizen reporter did a piece after the RendezVous deal 
collapsed, searching for land that could accommodate the Senators. 
Most of these sites, he noted, would require land rezoning that could 
complicate a deal getting done. 

And while the suggested sites are more central than the current 
Canadian Tire Centre facility in Kanata, they are not LeBreton. They are 
not as central as LeBreton, not close to being the last jewel of real estate 
still open to development just a kilometre away from the heart of the 
nation’s capital. All of that with an eager and willing partner in the NCC. 

The NCC and Senators officials Anthony LeBlanc and Erin Crowe have 
been working together for months, studying other arena complexes that 
have been built recently, with an eye toward creating something special 
at LeBreton. 

Hard to imagine this all gets thrown out the window now, but as we know, 
stranger things have happened on the road to developing LeBreton Flats. 

On the same podcast, Daly said having Canadian actor and sports 
enthusiast Ryan Reynolds as part of the ownership group is not a “be-all, 
end-all.” 

That remark seemed to tie in with a report by Postmedia linking Reynolds 
to a particular corporate realty group from the Toronto area (Remington), 
which would end the idea of Reynolds waiting to see who wins the bid so 
he could form an alliance after the fact. 

Daly confirmed that a potential winning bid “won’t rise or fall on whether 
he’s part of it,” while adding that Reynolds would be a “major asset” to 
any owners in Ottawa because of his high profile. 

How much will the owners pay for the Senators? Daly estimated the final 
number will be in excess of $800 million (U.S.), and that $1 billion is a 
“real possibility.” 

Who ultimately pays for the arena? Will there be municipal, provincial 
and/or federal money involved? Does LeBreton win the day? 

As the Senators get more competitive on the ice, their off-ice 
developments will be equally fascinating this spring and summer. 
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TSN.CA / Huberdeau takes Flames rookie Pelletier under his wing 

 

Salim Valji 

 

After Flames rookie Jakob Pelletier got called up following the team’s bye 
week in early February, one of the first texts he got was from Jonathan 
Huberdeau. 

Calgary had a road trip coming up and the veteran forward wanted to 
know the rookie’s plans in New York City. A Manhattan dinner awaited 
the new teammates from Quebec and blueliner Connor Mackey. They 
dined at Catch Steak in Chelsea. 

“A good meal, a couple of glasses of wine,” Huberdeau said of the 
outing. “I enjoyed it. I think it was his first time in New York, so I took him 
out to a nice dinner, him and [Connor Mackey]…get to know them a little 
bit more. It was a fun dinner.” 

“He picked a steakhouse and was like, ‘Pelts, it’s on me tonight,’” 
Pelletier said. “I was like, ‘Do you want me to pay you back?’ and he’s 
like, ‘No, you’re good.’ It’s nice to spend time with him off ice…It’s huge. 
You’re with the boys.” 

Pelletier, who has played well on Calgary’s second line with Huberdeau 
and Nazem Kadri, is still soaking in life as an NHLer, including visiting 
many cities he’d never been to and assimilating into one of the oldest 
teams in the league. 

“For me, I’m the only guy that’s 21,” he said. “Most of the guys are 23, 
24, and older. I’m kinda young, so to see young guys and old guys like 
that, Huby taking care of me, it’s crazy.” 

Huberdeau first reached out to connect with Pelletier shortly after the July 
blockbuster trade that brought the veteran forward to Calgary. 

“Since the summer when he texted me, I was like, ‘Man, wow,’” Pelletier 
said. “I’d seen the trade and was pumped that a French guy was coming. 
Him too, a superstar, it’s great. He’s a great player, but firstly he’s a great 
person – just the way he is with guys. A class person.” 

For Huberdeau, it’s simply paying it forward in the way veterans did when 
he was a rookie with the Florida Panthers in the 2012-13 season. Kris 
Versteeg, Ed Jovanovski, and Jose Theodore played a similar role for 
him. 

“Living with Versteeg my first year made me more comfortable with guys 
around the room,” Huberdeau said. “A guy like [Pelletier], being from 
Quebec, you try and take him under your wing a little bit, show him 
around, and make him feel comfortable. [It’s] just being there for him, 
helping him…taking him out for dinners, talking to him about anything on 
the ice, the game, or how he’s feeling. …It’s making sure he’s 
comfortable around here. You were there once.” 

Pelletier has soaked in all of Huberdeau’s advice, which has been simple 
and straightforward. 

“Just play,” Pelletier said, of Huberdeau’s words of wisdom. “As a young 
guy, sometimes you’re scared to make plays, you’re scared to play the 
type of game that brought you here because you don’t want to make 
mistakes. But with him, the big thing he’s told me since day one is to just 
play…we talk on the bench and off the ice about the plays. So, I think the 
more we play together, the more the chemistry will come.” 

Huberdeau and Pelletier don’t actually communicate often in their mother 
tongue during games. Pelletier will only speak it if he can’t think of a 
particular word in English. 

“If sometimes I’m not sure of a word, I’ll just ask him in French,” he said. 

Pelletier was drafted (26th overall in 2019) in large part for his character. 
He was a captain in the QMJHL for Val-d’Or, and many Canadian hockey 
fans remember the image of Pelletier consoling teammates after their 
2021 defeat in the gold-medal game at the World Juniors. 

Like Huberdeau, Pelletier is intent on paying it forward when it’s his turn. 

“For me to see [Huberdeau helping me], I know in five or six or 10 years 
it’s gonna be on me to do the same thing with young guys,” Pelletier said. 

Rookie Rolex 

Huberdeau said that one of the more unique moments of his rookie 
season came at the very end, when Theodore took him to buy a Rolex. 
Huberdeau laughed at the memory of paying $9,000 for the watch. No 
word yet if he’ll bring Pelletier in for his first Rolex after the season. 

Surprising Flames Stats 

- Elias Lindholm’s even-strength time on ice per game (13:24) is his 
lowest since his rookie season – shocking for the Selke-nominated 
centre, who’s widely lauded for his two-way game. 

- Fellow newcomers Huberdeau and MacKenzie Weegar are also 
adapting to playing fewer minutes. Weegar is down 2:41 per game and 
Huberdeau is down 2:26 per game. 

- It’s been written and discussed at length as to why Calgary can’t score. 
Craig Button and Mike Johnson had an interesting conversation last 
week about the team’s system and if this personnel just isn’t built for a 
high shot-volume strategy. Right now, the Flames are first in shots on net 
per game, but 22nd in inner slot shots. Their goals per game is 16th. 

Paul Jerrard remembered 

Paul Jerrard, an assistant coach in Calgary from 2016 to 2018, recently 
passed way after a battle with cancer. Mikael Backlund remembers him 
fondly. 

“Paul was always just positive in the locker room,” Backlund said. “You 
could tell he loved working and helping players develop…I really enjoyed 
working with Pauly…During his time here, he was really caring about the 
players, asking questions about what we do off the ice. Just a great 
human being.” 
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