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Hurricanes, with cap space and prospects to dangle, can’t sit tight at trade deadline 

By Luke Decock 

The Carolina Hurricanes have cap space to spare, prospects 
to dangle and figure their first-round pick will essentially be 
an early second if everything goes as planned. They’ve 
never been in a better position to make a move at next 
week’s trade deadline. 

But five years of the new regime has made it clear the 
Hurricanes under Tom Dundon and Don Waddell aren’t the 
kind of team that jumps at trade-deadline rentals at inflated 
prices. They’re more likely to move for core players on 
longer-term contracts, like the 2020 swoops for Vincent 
Trocheck and Brady Skjei. 

For a contending team, and one that needs some upgrading, 
as the Hurricanes do after Max Pacioretty went from late 
addition to late subtraction, that creates a bit of a quandary a 
week before the trade deadline. The one pure rental that 
made the most sense for the Hurricanes given the value for 
the price, winger Vladimir Tarasenko, already went from the 
Blues to the New York Rangers. 

The one sort-of rental that makes the most sense, San Jose 
forward Timo Meier and his 31 goals, won’t go cheap. His 
contract — he’s due a $10 million qualifying offer next 
season, but the Hurricanes could sign him to a long-term 
deal for less if they acquired him — isn’t the obstacle for the 
Hurricanes it is for some teams, with the Pacioretty contract 
coming off the books this summer. The price may be more of 
an obstacle.  

The Hurricanes would be willing to move top prospects Jack 
Drury or Scott Morrow in the right deal, but probably not both 
— and Alexander Nikishin, who’s under contract in Russia 
through 2025, is untouchable after the big, mean, stay-at-
home defenseman they thought they drafted in the third 
round in 2020 turned into a big, mean, two-way point 
producer in the KHL. They’re willing to wait on Nikishin. 
Jackson Blake, who’s had an explosive freshman year at 
North Dakota, might also have some value. 

Their first-round pick is expendable, but that’s still just the 
beginning of a package for Meier, who would essentially be a 
like-for-like replacement for Pacioretty. Patrick Kane gets to 
pick his spot and his underlying analytics this season have 
been terrible, but he’s an unquestioned star. Would he be 
worth it as a pure rental? 

The player who makes the most sense is Detroit center 
Dylan Larkin, but the Red Wings haven’t given up on re-
signing him and he has a no-trade clause and even as a 
rental the price would be astronomical. But if there’s a deal to 
be made there, Larkin is only 26 and — again, signed to a 
long term deal here — would give the Hurricanes an elite 1-
2-3 punch at center for years to come. 

More likely, as with Trocheck and Skjei, the best deal is the 
one that nobody’s talking about, a player with years left on 
his contract who’s not publicly available but fits the 
Hurricanes needs both now and down the road. (Impending 
restricted free agent Pierre-Luc Dubois, who apparently 
wants out of Winnipeg?) But those are tricky to pull off in the 
offseason, let alone at the deadline. The Hurricanes have 
cap space and trade assets, though, so it’s not impossible. 

There’s also the need for a left-shot depth defenseman with 
some offensive pop as a change of pace from Calvin de 
Haan, but that’s an easier deal to make and a rental isn’t out 
of the question there. Still, it needs doing.  

Meier and Larkin would both represent instant improvement 
not just now but potentially for the next few years, extending 
the Hurricanes’ window to contend. But whoever it is — one 
of the top public targets or a mystery man — standing idle 
isn’t an option. It would have been fine if Pacioretty were 
healthy, but he’s not, and the Hurricanes have as good a 
chance to win the Stanley Cup this season as anyone. 

They stood pat in 2021, doing nothing, and it nearly burned 
them in the first round when they almost didn’t have the 
defensive depth to get past Nashville, let alone Tampa Bay, 
before goaltending let them down. They added Max Domi in 
2022, a minor move that paid off in one big game but had 
little impact beyond that in what turned out to be a 
disappointing playoff campaign, when their offense let them 
down. 

Despite stellar regular-season results against the Bruins, 
they’re still going to have to find a way past Boston (again) to 
reach the heights this team can attain. Leaving all this cap 
space unused when they have a chance to add someone 
isn’t going to help with that. 
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Preview: February 24 vs. Ottawa 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes are 24-4-2 in their 
last 30 games and will try and add to their league-best run as 
they host the Ottawa Senators. 
 
Canes Record: 38-10-8 (84 Points, 1st, Metropolitan 
Division) 
 
Canes Last Game: 4-1 Win over the St. Louis Blues on 
Tuesday, February 21 
 
Senators Record: 27-25-4 (58 Points, 7th, Atlantic Division) 
 
Senators Last Game: 3-1 Loss to the Boston Bruins on 
Monday, February 20 
 
NEWS & NOTES 
 
Last Time Out: Andrei Svechnikov snapped his 19-game 
goal drought in a major way on Tuesday, scoring twice in the 
first 7:57. His two goals alone would have been enough to 
beat St. Louis, but he continued on to make it his second 
three-point night in his last three games, later setting up a 
goal for Sebastian Aho. Seth Jarvis also had three points 
and Frederik Andersen recorded a season-high 35 saves en 
route to his 14th win of the season. 
 
Elite Company: Andrei Svechnikov's first goal on Tuesday 
was his 20th of the season, marking the fourth time in his 
five-year NHL career that he's reached the 20-goal club. He 
joins Sebastian Aho as two of the only four skaters in 
franchise history to record four 20-goal seasons before 
turning 23. 
 
"Top Six" Shuffle: Prior to last Thursday's win over Montreal, 
Rod Brind'Amour and staff made a tweak to two of their 
lines, swapping Andrei Svechnikov and Teuvo Teravainen. 
Those two, who have been playing on the left wing, along 
with their linemates of Sebastian Aho, Seth Jarvis, Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi, and Martin Necas, have combined to produce 25 
points in three games since the switch. 
 
Filling The Net: Sebastian Aho has 12 goals since January 
15, leading all NHL skaters during that time. 
Burning Up The Sens: Defenseman Brent Burns enters the 
contest with 22 points in 21 games against the Senators 
during his career. #8 also has a four-game point streak 
entering the meeting. 
 
Slavin Is Solid: Jaccob Slavin is set to play in his 559th game 
with the Canes, tying Justin Faulk for the second-most by 

any defenseman in franchise history. Only Glen Wesley 
(913) has played more. 
 
Steady In Net: Whether it is Antti Raanta or Frederik 
Andersen who starts for Carolina, the team is in good hands. 
Since returning from injury on January 12, "Freddie" is 9-1 
with a .920 save percentage. "Rants" has not lost in 
regulation since November 12, compiling a record of 11-0-2 
since. 
 
Home Cookin': The Canes have now posted at least 20 
home wins in each of the past three seasons, joining the 
Lightning as just the second NHL team to accomplish the 
feat. This marks just the fourth time that Hartford/Carolina 
has won 20 or more home games in at least three 
consecutive seasons. 
 
No Morning Skate: Carolina will not skate to start the day on 
Friday. Rod Brind'Amour will meet with the media pre-game 
at approximately 4:45 p.m. 
 
Scoring While Down A Man: The Canes have nine 
shorthanded goals since the turn of the calendar year and 
lead the league with 11. Sebastian Aho has been 
responsible for three of them, currently ranking tied for 
second among all skaters in the NHL. The franchise record 
for most shorthanded goals in a season is 17. 
 
On The Other Side: Although they sit seventh in the Atlantic 
Division, Ottawa has the 12th-best record in the NHL since 
American Thanksgiving. 21-13-3 during that time, the 
Senators' power play has been a driving force to their 
success. Operating at a 25.7% rate, only three teams in the 
league rank better this season. Young stars Brady Tkachuk 
and Tim Stutzle are both having nice seasons, publishing 
over a point per game through 60 contests. Health in the 
goaltending crease has been an issue as of late for the team, 
using four goalies in the last month after both Cam Talbot 
and Anton Forsberg suffered injuries. 
 
INJURY UPDATES 
 
- Forward Ondrej Kase has been in concussion protocol 
since October 13. He intermittently took part in team 
practices and morning skates in December and January, but 
has not participated in any since the All-Star break in early 
February. 
- Forward Max Pacioretty tore his Achilles tendon for the 
second time in six months on January 19. He has been 
placed on injured reserve and there is no timetable for his 
return. 
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ADDITIONAL GAME INFORMATION 
 
What Are We Wearing?: The Canes will be wearing their 
black sweaters. 
 

Parking: Coming to the game? Save money by purchasing 
your parking in advance. Click here to learn more. 
 
AFTER THE FINAL HORN 
 
The Canes get right back to game action on Saturday night 
at PNC Arena as they welcome the Anaheim Ducks to town. 

 
 

NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, young talent for each team 

By Kristen Shilton 
 
With the trade deadline one week away, we are starting to 
see some younger players take on more prominent roles – or 
be part of a trade that brings a veteran to a contender. 
 
For this week’s edition of the Power Rankings, we are taking 
a closer look at each club’s young pool of NHL talent. Please 
note that this includes 25-and-under players on the NHL 
roster but not prospects in the minors, NCAA, juniors or 
overseas leagues. 
 
How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another – taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule – and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 
 
Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the most 
recent edition, published Feb. 17. Points percentages are 
through Thursday’s games. 
 
1. Boston Bruins 
 
Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 81.58% 
Next seven days: @ VAN (Feb. 25), @ EDM (Feb. 27), @ 
CGY (Feb. 28), vs. BUF (March 2) 
 
Boston's brilliant season has been spearheaded (mostly) by 
its veteran contingent -- with a couple of mid-20s exceptions. 
Charlie McAvoy (25) transitioned seamlessly back into the 
lineup post-shoulder surgery, Pavel Zacha (25) was an 
excellent offseason addition to the top six and Trent Frederic 
(24) is finding his way up front too. And we can't allow the 
strong play of Jeremy Swayman (23) to be totally 
overshadowed by Linus Ullmark's dominance, either. 
 
2. Carolina Hurricanes 
 
Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 75.00% 
Next seven days: vs. OTT (Feb. 24), vs. ANA (Feb. 25), @ 
VGK (March 1) 

 
Carolina has an embarrassment of riches in the 25-and-
under group. Sebastian Aho (25) is a point-per-game 
forward, Martin Necas (24) is producing a brilliant breakout 
season, Andrei Svechnikov (22) keeps tracking toward 
another stellar campaign and goalie Pyotr Kochetkov (23) 
stole the show during his early recall. Add Seth Jarvis (20) 
and Jesperi Kotkaniemi (22) to the youth movement mix, and 
the Hurricanes are in excellent shape. 
 
3. Toronto Maple Leafs 
 
Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 67.24% 
Next seven days: vs. MIN (Feb. 24), @ SEA (Feb. 26), @ 
EDM (March 1), @ CGY (March 2) 
 
Toronto is reluctant to part with its young guns for a reason: 
The team is well-stacked in the 25-and-under department. 
Auston Matthews (25) and Mitch Marner (25) require no 
explanation. Rasmus Sandin (22) and Timothy Liljegren (23) 
have, at last, matured into every-game NHLers, and Conor 
Timmins (24) is a welcome addition to that back end, too. In 
goal? Toronto has Ilya Samsonov (25) and Joseph Woll (24) 
just approaching their prime. And all those names are just 
the guys in regular roster spots; never mind what's in the 
Leafs' cupboards. 
 
4. Tampa Bay Lightning 
 
Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 66.67% 
Next seven days: @ DET (Feb. 25), @ PIT (Feb. 26), vs. 
FLA (Feb. 28), vs. PIT (March 2) 
 
Tampa Bay strikes a good balance between embracing its 
youth and leaning on (Stanley Cup-winning) experience. The 
Lightning's back end has key cogs in Mikhail Sergachev (24) 
and Erik Cernak (25), while 25-year-olds Brandon Hagel and 
Anthony Cirelli are critical components to the offensive 
attack. Oh, and rookie Nick Perbix (24) is just starting to 
show what he could bring to Tampa long term. 
 
5. New Jersey Devils 
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Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 69.83% 
Next seven days: vs. PHI (Feb. 25), @ COL (March 1) 
 
New Jersey is home to one Jack Hughes (21). Need we say 
more? Well, all right. The Devils' young core also includes 
Dawson Mercer (21), Nico Hischier (24) and Jesper Bratt 
(24). That's four of New Jersey's top five scorers. Suffice it to 
say, the Devils' youth are pulling their weight. 
 
6. New York Rangers 
 
Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 64.66% 
Next seven days: @ WSH (Feb. 25), vs. LA (Feb. 26), @ 
PHI (March 1), vs. OTT (March 2) 
 
New York is bursting with youthful talents. They don't call it 
the Kid Line -- with Alexis Lafreniere (21), Kaapo Kakko (21) 
and Filip Chytil (23) -- for nothing. K'Andre Miller (23) is an 
emerging star on the Rangers' back end, and Adam Fox (25) 
is an established one. And let's not forget Braden Schneider 
(23), who has been holding it down admirably on New York's 
third pairing. 
 
7. Dallas Stars 
 
Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 62.07% 
Next seven days: @ VGK (Feb. 25), vs. VAN (Feb. 27), vs. 
ARI (March 1), @ CHI (March 2) 
 
Dallas boasts some seriously impressive young talent in 
every category. Jason Robertson (23) is an electrifying 
scorer already, Miro Heiskanen (23) ranks among elite 
defenders and Jake Oettinger (24) stands out among the 
NHL's best goalies. You want a youth movement? That one's 
as good as it gets. 
 
8. Seattle Kraken 
 
Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 60.34% 
Next seven days: vs. TOR (Feb. 26), @ STL (Feb. 28), @ 
DET (March 2) 
 
Seattle is a veteran-focused team with one notable 
exception: Calder Trophy front-runner Matty Beniers (20), 
who's top three in scoring on the team and a constant threat 
all over the ice. Morgan Geekie (24) is on track for a career 
season as well. That's about all the Kraken have needed 
from their 25-and-unders. 
 
9. Vegas Golden Knights 
 
Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 64.66% 
Next seven days: vs. DAL (Feb. 25), @ COL (Feb. 27), vs. 
CAR (March 1) 
 
Vegas hasn't turned the keys over to its next generation just 
yet. Nicolas Hague (24) is a trusted blue-line contributor and 
Logan Thompson (25) has taken over as the Golden Knights' 

No. 1 goaltender with Robin Lehner out injured. After that ... 
Vegas is mostly rolling out its established (and highly 
compensated) skaters. 
 
10. Winnipeg Jets 
 
Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 61.21% 
Next seven days: vs. COL (Feb. 24), vs. NYI (Feb. 26), vs. 
LA (Feb. 28) 
 
Winnipeg is right to rely on its youth. Cole Perfetti (21) was 
only getting better before an upper-body injury sidelined him 
this week, and both Dylan Samberg (24) and Morgan Barron 
(24) have grabbed regular ice time. Then, of course, there's 
24-year-old Pierre-Luc Dubois, a consistent difference-maker 
up front who the Jets may or may not retain past this season. 
Fortunately, Winnipeg has other budding players to develop. 
 
11. Colorado Avalanche 
 
Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 60.91% 
Next seven days: @ WPG (Feb. 24), vs. CGY (Feb. 25), vs. 
VGK (Feb. 27), vs. NJ (March 1) 
 
Colorado's 25-and-under set is highlighted by the likes of 23-
year-old defenseman Cale Makar of recent Norris and Conn 
Smythe Trophy-winning fame, which alone would be enough 
to say the Avalanche are in good shape. But Colorado also 
has Bowen Byram (21), Alex Newhook (22) and Samuel 
Girard (24) making key contributions early in their careers, 
and that's a great sign for the future. 
 
12. Edmonton Oilers 
 
Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 61.02% 
Next seven days: @ CBJ (Feb. 25), vs. BOS (Feb. 27), vs. 
TOR (March 1) 
 
Edmonton is fully dialed in on its youth. Dylan Holloway (21) 
showed solid growth in the NHL prior to being hurt this week 
in an AHL game, while Ryan McLeod (23) is an increasingly 
reliable asset. Evan Bouchard (23) tackles a regular blue-line 
role, and Stuart Skinner (24) has been Edmonton's saving 
grace this season in net. Kailer Yamamoto (24) is back from 
injury as well, adding to the Oilers' list of valued up-and-
comers making contributions. 
 
13. Los Angeles Kings 
 
Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 61.02% 
Next seven days: @ NYI (Feb. 24), @ NYR (Feb. 26), @ 
WPG (Feb. 28), vs. MTL (March 2) 
 
Los Angeles likely hasn't tapped its rising stars' full potential. 
Quinton Byfield (20) is getting plenty of seasoning between 
NHL and AHL appearances and will be a major factor in 
L.A.'s future. Arthur Kaliyev (21) -- newly back from injury -- 
is exceeding expectations in his second season, and stellar 
blue-line play from Mikey Anderson (23) just earned him an 
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eight-year extension. That's naming only a few of the Kings' 
key young talents. 
 
14. Pittsburgh Penguins 
 
Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 55.26% 
Next seven days: @ STL (Feb. 25), vs. TB (Feb. 26), @ 
NSH (Feb. 28), @ TB (March 2) 
 
Pittsburgh is the NHL's oldest club with an average age near 
30. That adds to the Penguins' ticking clock when it comes to 
another Cup run. Only Pierre-Olivier Joseph (23) among the 
early-20s crowd has appeared in more than 50 games, with 
Ryan Poehling (24) behind him, at 38. The Penguins have 
invested a lot in their aging core, though. Their pendulum is 
bound to swing the other way in years to come. 
 
15. Minnesota Wild 
 
Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 59.48% 
Next seven days: @ TOR (Feb. 24), vs. CBJ (Feb. 26), vs. 
NYI (Feb. 28), @ VAN (March 2) 
 
Minnesota has made cap space in recent years moving on 
from veterans and keying on younger players. Kirill Kaprizov 
(25) and his game-changing offensive abilities are only the 
tip of that iceberg. Matt Boldy (21) is approaching the 20-goal 
mark this season, Calen Addison (22) has carved out a blue-
line role and Sam Steel (24) is having a quietly effective 
campaign. 
 
16. Detroit Red Wings 
 
Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 56.14% 
Next seven days: vs. TB (Feb. 25), @ OTT (Feb. 27), @ 
OTT (Feb. 28), vs. SEA (March 2) 
 
Detroit knows what its best young players can do. Moritz 
Seider (21) won the Calder Trophy last season, and Lucas 
Raymond (20) is top five on the team in scoring. But the Red 
Wings' list of risers doesn't end there. Joe Veleno (23) and 
Michael Rasmussen (23) continue to grow, and there's a 
strong pipeline of prospects still to come for Detroit. 
 
17. Calgary Flames 
 
Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 55.93% 
Next seven days: @ COL (Feb. 25), vs. BOS (Feb. 28), vs. 
TOR (March 2) 
 
Calgary opened this season as one of the NHL's oldest 
teams. Not much has changed. The Flames use Dillon Dube 
(24) regularly -- including on their top line -- and Adam 
Ruzicka (23) continues to earn opportunities up front. Dan 
Vladar (25) has handled backup -- and, briefly, starter -- 
duties in net throughout the season as well. Otherwise, 
coach Darryl Sutter is sticking with a more veteran-laden 
lineup. 
 

18. Buffalo Sabres 
 
Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: 55.36% 
Next seven days: @ FLA (Feb. 24), vs. WSH (Feb. 26), vs. 
CBJ (Feb. 28), @ BOS (March 2) 
 
Buffalo's stable of 20-something talents should be envied the 
league over. Owen Power (20), Mattias Samuelsson (22) 
and Rasmus Dahlin (22) patrol the Sabres' blue line well. 
Dylan Cozens (21) and Tage Thompson (25) will highlight 
Buffalo down the middle for years. Peyton Krebs (22) is still 
growing into his NHL role, and so are JJ Peterka (21) and 
Jack Quinn (21). And there's Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen (23), 
the goaltender Buffalo hopes is its No. 1 netminder for years 
to come. 
 
19. New York Islanders 
 
Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 54.92% 
Next seven days: vs. LA (Feb. 24), @ WPG (Feb. 26), @ 
MIN (Feb. 28) 
 
New York's brightest up-and-comers are both on the blue 
line. Noah Dobson (23) is a reliable defender and top five in 
team scoring, while Alexander Romanov (23) brings a 
noticeable physical presence. They'll keep developing. 
Another promising Isles youngster is Oliver Wahlstrom (22), 
a coveted scorer who's out for the season with injury. New 
York could use more contributors like him, though. 
 
20. Florida Panthers 
 
Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 53.33% 
Next seven days: vs. BUF (Feb. 24), @ TB (Feb. 28), vs. 
NSH (March 2) 
 
Florida has had nearly a dozen early 20-somethings in its 
lineup this season. None has been more important or 
impactful than 25-year-old Matthew Tkachuk, the team's 
leading scorer and burgeoning face of the franchise. Eetu 
Luostarinen (24), Josh Mahura (24) and Anton Lundell (21) 
have each played 50 more games this season too, and 21-
year-old Spencer Knight continues to track as Florida's 
probable No. 1 goalie of the future. 
 
21. Nashville Predators 
 
Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 55.36% 
Next seven days: @ ARI (Feb. 26), vs. PIT (Feb. 28), @ FLA 
(March 2) 
 
Nashville's blue line is where its youth comes through most. 
Jeremy Lauzon (25) is a regular -- if sometimes polarizing -- 
contributor, along with Dante Fabbro (24). But it's 21-year-
old Juuso Parssinen who's having an unheralded campaign 
in the Predators' forward group. The rookie plays a physical 
game and has only gotten better since the All-Star break. 
Nashville has to appreciate where that could take Parssinen 
from here. 
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22. Washington Capitals 
 
Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 51.67% 
Next seven days: vs. NYR (Feb. 25), @ BUF (Feb. 26), @ 
ANA (March 1) 
 
Washington is right there with Pittsburgh among the league's 
oldest groups. Win-now mode, engaged. Dylan Strome -- 
newly extended and having a strong season -- is still 
technically in that 25-and-under section, but the Capitals 
have a couple of other names on the rise. Aliaksei Protas 
(22) has been a regular in their offense, and Martin 
Fehervary (23) is earning his way on the blue line. We'll see 
if Washington doesn't infuse more youth in seasons ahead. 
 
23. St. Louis Blues 
 
Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 48.28% 
Next seven days: vs. PIT (Feb. 25), vs. SEA (Feb. 28), @ SJ 
(March 2) 
 
St. Louis is old(er), now. But the Blues have invested well in 
key upstarts. Robert Thomas (23) and Jordan Kyrou (24) 
didn't accidentally earn identical eight-year extensions, after 
all. They're at the helm of St. Louis' 25-and-under set, and 
can lay a foundation for any aggressive youth movement (or 
that rebuild-adjacent "retool") toward which the Blues might 
be headed. 
 
24. Philadelphia Flyers 
 
Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 47.46% 
Next seven days: vs. MTL (Feb. 24), @ NJ (Feb. 25), vs. 
NYR (March 1) 
 
The Flyers have some exciting names already in their midst. 
Goaltender Carter Hart (24), of course, has been a backbone 
for Philadelphia all season. Meanwhile, Owen Tippett (23) is 
playing some of his best hockey ever, Morgan Frost (23) has 
begun to excel and Cam York (22) is looking stronger by the 
game. Philadelphia is all about what's to come, and those 
talents -- plus others around them and still on the way up -- 
could satisfy for years. 
 
25. Ottawa Senators 
 
Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 51.79% 
Next seven days: @ CAR (Feb. 24), @ MTL (Feb. 25), vs. 
DET (Feb. 27), vs. DET (Feb. 28), @ NYR (March 2) 
 
Ottawa has smartly grown its roster from within. Jake 
Sanderson (20), Tim Stutzle (21), Josh Norris (23) and Brady 
Tkachuk (23) are cornerstone pieces for the Senators who 
have only scratched the surface of their potential. Ditto Drake 
Batherson (24), who's producing strong numbers again this 
season. They all could help create another playoff contender 
in Ottawa. 
 

26. Vancouver Canucks 
 
Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 43.97% 
Next seven days: vs. BOS (Feb. 25), @ DAL (Feb. 27), vs. 
MIN (March 2) 
 
Vancouver's one-two punch of Quinn Hughes (23) and Elias 
Pettersson (24) showcases the most from the Canucks' 25-
and-under set. Jack Studnicka (23) and Nils Aman (22) 
continue to build their résumés through multiple NHL call-
ups, and Nils Hoglander (22) has been up and down too. The 
Canucks' roster has fluctuated all season, so we'll see how 
some of these prospects fit better into the club's next 
chapter. 
 
27. Montreal Canadiens 
 
Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 45.61% 
Next seven days: @ PHI (Feb. 24), vs. OTT (Feb. 25), @ SJ 
(Feb. 28), @ LA (March 2) 
 
Montreal is a front-runner for deepest pool of young guns. 
Let's check the list: 2023 No. 1 overall pick Juraj Slafkovsky 
(18), Kaiden Guhle (21), Arber Xhekaj (22), Cole Caufield 
(22), Kirby Dach (22), Nick Suzuki (23), Cayden Primeau 
(23) and on and on. It's hard to argue the Canadiens have 
future powerhouse potential with those players -- and more -- 
coming through. 
 
28. San Jose Sharks 
 
Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 39.83% 
Next seven days: vs. CHI (Feb. 25), vs. MTL (Feb. 28), vs. 
STL (March 2) 
 
San Jose could use an infusion of youngsters. Other than 
Mario Ferraro (24), the Sharks haven't leaned on any 25-
and-under players this season. Fortunately for San Jose, this 
is the perfect time of year to build up a stronger base of 
burgeoning threats. 
 
29. Arizona Coyotes 
 
Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 42.24% 
Next seven days: vs. NSH (Feb. 26), vs. CHI (Feb. 28), @ 
DAL (March 1) 
 
Arizona wields an impressive depth of young standouts. 
Clayton Keller (24) leads the way in club scoring, Matias 
Maccelli (22) and Barrett Hayton (22) are producing 
offensively at a good clip and JJ Moser (22) kicks in from the 
blue line. Then there's 19-year-old Dylan Guenther, who 
should be one to watch well into the Coyotes' future. 
 
30. Chicago Blackhawks 
 
Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 39.47% 
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Next seven days: @ SJ (Feb. 25), @ ANA (Feb. 27), @ ARI 
(Feb. 28), vs. DAL (March 2) 
 
Chicago remains a veteran-heavy team -- with an eye on 
capturing one specific 17-year-old (named Connor Bedard) 
come spring. This season, it's been Philipp Kurashev (22) 
and Taylor Raddysh (24) doing the most damage for the 
Blackhawks' 25-and-under crew. Cole Guttman (23) scored 
his first NHL goal last week, putting him on the radar to 
potentially pick up more opportunity as well. 
 
31. Columbus Blue Jackets 
 
Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 35.34% 
Next seven days: vs. EDM (Feb. 25), @ MIN (Feb. 26), @ 
BUF (Feb. 28) 
 
Columbus' bad luck with injuries has highlighted more of its 
young core. Cole Sillinger (20) and Kent Johnson (20) have 

played key roles up front, Kirill Marchenko (22) is proving to 
be a valuable scorer and Adam Boqvist (22) has grown on 
the blue line in Zach Werenski's absence. There's more of 
where those talents came from too, with Patrik Laine (24) still 
a leader as well in Columbus' 25-and-under unit. 
 
32. Anaheim Ducks 
 
Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 36.44% 
Next seven days: @ CAR (Feb. 25), vs. CHI (Feb. 27), vs. 
WSH (March 1) 
 
Anaheim is all about the future. It makes sense for its youth 
movement to be in full swing. Headlined by the incredible 
stylings of Trevor Zegras (21) and Troy Terry (25), steady 
contributions of Mason McTavish (20) and depth support 
from Max Comtois (24), Max Jones (24) and Isac 
Lundestrom (23), the Ducks have an enviable number of 
risers to point at.
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NHL Power Rankings: Best trade made by each team’s GM 

By Ryan Dixon 
 
Buckle up: We’re basically one week away from the 2023 
trade deadline. 
 
With some moves having already come and a flurry more 
expected, this seems like the perfect time for a quick check-
in on the resumés of all 32 GMs. Five men who hold that 
post have been in their current spot for 10 years (or within 
months of it), while another half-dozen only got the big chair 
since the beginning of 2022. 
 
Whether we’re talking long-tenured suits or guys still 
relatively new to the job, let’s use this week’s power rankings 
to highlight the best swap each GM has made with his 
current team, be it a deadline trade or otherwise. 
 
1. Boston Bruins (43-8-5) — Some of Don Sweeney’s best 
trade work has actually come at recent deadlines. In 2021 he 
bought low on Taylor Hall, getting the player without 
surrendering a first-round pick or substantial prospect. He did 
have to put his first (and more) on the table for Hampus 
Lindholm last year, but that was entirely palatable given the 
player signed an eight-year contract extension to stay in 
Boston. Hall, of course, also re-upped with the B’s as a free 
agent. 
 
2. Carolina Hurricanes (38-10-8) — Three years ago, on 
deadline day, 2020, Don Waddell picked up centre Vincent 
Trocheck — who had two full years left on his contract — 
from the Florida Panthers for pending-UFA Erik Haula and 
three other inconsequential players. Trocheck was a good — 
and, at times, great — player for Carolina until leaving as a 
free agent last summer. Waddell also added Brent Burns 
from San Jose and Max Pacioretty from Vegas last summer 
for… basically nothing. 
 
3. New Jersey Devils (37-15-5) — Tom Fitzgerald seems to 
do his best work when dealing with the Washington Capitals. 
Right before the deadline in 2021 he picked up Jonas 
Siegenthaler for a third-round pick, then last summer he sent 
a second and third to the Caps for Vitek Vanecek, who’s 
having a whale of a season in the Devils crease. 
 
4. Toronto Maple Leafs (35-15-8) — Well, acquiring 2019 
Conn Smythe Trophy winner Ryan O’Reilly last week may 
yet prove to be the feather in Kyle Dubas’ cap. Grabbing 
Mark Giordano last year for a couple of second-rounders 
doesn’t look too bad given how well the oldest skater in the 
league has played for the Leafs this year and the fact he’s 
coming back next fall. 
 
5. Tampa Bay Lightning (36-17-3) — You have to think 
Julien BriseBois’ finest hour was February, 2020, when he 
made moves to bring in middle-six guys Blake Coleman and 
Barclay Goodrow, who wound up being key players on two 

Cup winners as Tampa finally reached the top of the 
mountain. 
 
6. New York Rangers (33-15-9) — It has to be getting 
Vladimir Tarasenko (as well as Niko Mikkola for the blue line) 
two weeks ago from St. Louis, especially since Chris Drury 
had an extra 2023 first to put in play and will still be making a 
Round 1 selection in this draft — barring more trades, of 
course. 
 
7. Vegas Golden Knights (34-18-5) — Get this: Kelly 
McCrimmon’s first trade as GM of the Knights was picking up 
Chandler Stephenson from the Washington Capitals for a 
fifth-round pick. Stephenson just keeps getting better and 
better in Vegas, to the point he participated in the All-Star 
Game this season and could touch 70 points. 
 
8. Los Angeles Kings (32-19-7) — The Kings are buyers 
now, but back when they were sellers in 2019, Rob Blake did 
well to pick up prospect Sean Durzi from the Leafs in the 
move that sent Jake Muzzin east. Durzi is playing 20 minutes 
a night for the Kings as an NHL sophomore and could hit 45 
points this year. Also, stepping up to get Kevin Fiala when 
the Wild weren’t going to be able to re-sign him last summer 
has worked out tremendously, as the Swiss winger is the 
Kings’ leading scorer by 10 points this season. 
 
9. Colorado Avalanche (31-19-5) — Chris MacFarland has 
only made two trades — both involving highly fringe players 
— in less than a year on the job. But he previously held the 
post of assistant GM with the Avs, so let’s assume he was 
whispering in Joe Sakic’s ear on Canada Day, 2019 when 
they ostensibly traded Tyson Barrie and Alexander Kerfoot to 
Toronto for Nazem Kadri. 
 
10. Seattle Kraken (32-19-6) — Expansion teams tend to 
have a lot of extra draft picks and a bit of cap room, so if 
you’re Ron Francis, why not send a 2023 third and fourth to 
Columbus to acquire Oliver Bjorkstrand last summer after the 
first year of his five-year deal. 
 
11. Winnipeg Jets (35-22-1) — Everyone knew a first-round 
pick would be part of the package going back to Winnipeg 
when the Jets more or less had to trade Jacob Trouba in 
2019, one year before he could become a UFA and walk for 
free. But few people — in the game or otherwise — knew 
Kevin Cheveldayoff was getting such a good right-shot 
defenceman back in Neal Pionk. 
 
12. Dallas Stars (30-16-12) — In his first two summers on 
the job, Jim Nill acquired top-six centres Tyler Seguin (2013) 
and Jason Spezza (2014) without surrendering a first-round 
pick or top prospect. That helps explain why he still holds the 
job 10 years later. In 2019 Dallas acquired Mats Zuccarello 
from the Rangers, watched him score three points in his first 
two games with the team, break his arm, then return for the 
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playoffs and net 11 points in 13 outings as Dallas fell to the 
eventual Cup-champion St. Louis Blues in a seven-game, 
Round 2 series. 
 
13. Edmonton Oilers (31-19-8) — Nothing jumps off the page 
with Ken Holland during his Oilers tenure, but grabbing Brett 
Kulak from the Canadiens at last year’s deadline and signing 
him to a four-year extension was a tidy bit of business. 
More from Sportsnet 
Things We Know: Trade prices may prove too high for Oilers 
to acquire what they need 
How Oilers GM Ken Holland has handled recent trade 
deadlines 
 
14. Minnesota Wild (31-21-5) — Let’s highlight two Swedish 
goalie moves by Bill Guerin. In 2021 Guerin traded up two 
spots in the first round to draft Jesper Wallstedt, who has 
blossomed into one of the best crease prospects in hockey. 
Then last summer, when Cam Talbot wanted out, Guerin 
sent him to Ottawa for Filip Gustavsson, a 24-year-old who 
has a .928 save percentage in 26 games this year. 
 
15. Detroit Red Wings (27-21-8) — Steve Yzerman’s biggest 
wins at the helm of the Wings have been at the draft table. 
His best trades have been in line with what you’d expect 
from a rebuilding team, like relieving the Rangers of a 
second-round pick to take the Marc Staal and his $5.7-million 
cap hit in 2020. 
 
16. New York Islanders (30-24-7) — For as large as his 
reputation is, Lou Lamoriello hasn’t made much in the way of 
noteworthy trades since taking over the Islanders five years 
ago. The recent Bo Horvat acquisition — complete with a 
huge extension — is his most notable move. 
 
17. Florida Panthers (29-25-6) — Bill Zito has been very 
active in less than three years on the job. The cost of putting 
Matthew Tkachuk in his lineup was enormous, but you can’t 
deny what a force the winger has been. A smaller trade with 
the Flames — the 2021 deal to land Sam Bennett — has 
also worked out well. 
 
18. Calgary Flames (27-20-11) — If you ever bump into Brad 
Treliving at a bar, disregard which one of you makes more 
money and offer to buy the man a drink because the list of 
guys he’s traded — who’ve either blatantly or subtlety let it 
be known they’d prefer not to play in Calgary — include 
Tkachuk, Adam Fox and Dougie Hamilton. Good on Treliving 
for getting Jonathan Huberdeau, MacKenzie Weegar and a 
first-round pick for Tkachuk last summer; those players could 
yet prove very valuable for the Flames. 
 
19. Pittsburgh Penguins (27-20-9) — Ron Hextall picked up 
Rickard Rakell at last year’s deadline and inked him to a six-
year deal in the summer. The Swede has responded with his 
best season in five years. 
 
20. Nashville Predators (27-22-6) — At the 2013 deadline, 
David Poile traded a very useful veteran player — Martin 
Erat — for a guy Washington had drafted less than a year 
earlier, Filip Forsberg. Erat played a total of 62 games for the 
Capitals and scored two goals; Forsberg is Nashville’s all-
time goals leader. Poile has now been a GM for more than 

40 years and his first swap as Capitals boss was thieving 
Rod Langway from the Canadiens in September of 1982. 
 
21. Buffalo Sabres (28-23-4) — Jack Eichel has 65 points in 
78 games with Vegas since Kevyn Adams traded him there 
in early November, 2021. Alex Tuch — who came back to 
Buffalo along with Peyton Krebs and a first-rounder — has 
99 points in 105 games with the Sabres. 
 
22. Ottawa Senators (27-25-4) — Trading Erik Karlsson to 
San Jose just as training camp was opening in 2018 landed 
the Sens Josh Norris and the pick that became Tim Stützle; 
in other words, two guys who could be their top centres for a 
long, long time. Nice work, Pierre Dorion. 
More from Sportsnet 
Daly's comments on Senators ownership bids and arena 
plans set up fascinating spring 
30 NHL trade candidates to watch ahead of the deadline 
 
23. Washington Capitals (28-25-6) — It really didn’t seem 
like much of a swap in the moment, but the 2018 deadline 
acquisition of Michal Kempny was a huge add for the Caps. 
Washington won the Cup with Kempny slotting in perfectly 
beside John Carlson. 
 
24. Montreal Canadiens (24-29-4) — It sounds like Kent 
Hughes could be quiet after all at this deadline with a couple 
of pending-UFAs dinged up. His first deadline last year went 
very well, especially the part where he got an unprotected 
2023 first-rounder from Florida for Ben Chiarot. Still, his best 
work was probably landing Kirby Dach from Chicago at the 
2022 draft. 
 
25. St. Louis Blues (26-28-23) — Doug Armstrong just traded 
Ryan O’Reilly and for a long time it looked like his 2018 deal 
to acquire the centre from Buffalo may have been his 
masterpiece. That is, before Tage Thompson turned into an 
unstoppable force of nature about four years after Armstrong 
sent him to the Sabres. 
 
At the 2013 deadline Armstrong put a first-rounder down to 
get Jay Bouwmeester from Calgary and the big defenceman 
wound up logging a lot of minutes for St. Louis in the next 
seven years, including on the Cup-winning 2019 squad. 
More from Sportsnet 
Analyzing possible Leafs line combinations and why it'd be 
good to experiment 
How the Montreal Canadiens have taken steps to modernize 
the franchise under Jeff Gorton 
 
26. Arizona Coyotes (20-29-9) — Getting a first and second 
from Montreal for Christian Dvorak just before the 2021-22 
season was one of Bill Armstrong’s better moves amidst a 
bunch of forward-looking transactions. 
 
27. Philadelphia Flyers (23-26-10) — If you want some idea 
why the Flyers are where they are, consider the fact there’s 
not really an obvious ‘W’ on Chuck Fletcher’s trade resumé 
since taking the reins in 2018. Owen Tippett looks like he 
could make last year’s deadline trade of captain Claude 
Giroux to Florida a decent one. 
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28. Chicago Blackhawks (20-32-5) — The Hawks are doing 
a special brand of scorched-earth rebuild, so we need to put 
a lot of Kyle Davidson’s moves in that context. Still, let’s just 
say he could use a win if we do wind up seeing a Patrick 
Kane swap in the next week. 
 
29. Vancouver Canucks (22-30-5) — Ethan Bear has been a 
perfect fit on the Canucks blue line and Patrik Allvin got him 
for a fifth-rounder just before Halloween this season. 
 
30. San Jose Sharks (18-29-11) — Mike Grier has held the 
job for less than a year, so there’s not a lot to go on. That 
could really change in the next eight days if both Erik 
Karlsson and Timo Meier go. 
 

31. Columbus Blue Jackets (18-34-5) — Let’s just re-live 
Jarmo Kekalainen’s rockstar 2019 deadline, where he said 
“bleep it” to selling two huge UFAs he knew he was losing — 
Sergei Bobrovsky and Artemi Panarin — and instead went 
the other way, picking up UFA-to-be Matt Duchene (among 
others) while his team teetered on the bubble of the playoffs. 
The Jackets, of course, went on to scrape into the post-
season, then win the first series in franchise history by 
sweeping a Tampa squad that finished 30 points ahead of 
them. 
 
32. Anaheim Ducks (17-34-7) — A first and two seconds was 
a pretty nice haul for Hampus Lindholm last deadline; let’s 
see if Pat Verbeek can work any magic selling John 
Klingberg or Dmitry Kulikov this year. 

NHL Trade Targets: What Jets and other suitors would move for Timo Meier 

By Jason Bukala and Rory Boylen 
 
While some big names have already changed hands this 
trade season, perhaps the most impactful forward is still 
available ahead of March 3. 
 
San Jose Sharks winger Timo Meier is a goal-scoring power 
forward who is 14th in the league with 31 tallies in 57 games 
so far. His 13 goals on the power play rank seventh in the 
league this season. He's taken 255 shots — second-most in 
the league — and while his 12.3 shooting percentage is right 
now a career-best, it's not an unsustainable pace. At 26 
years old, Meier is hitting his peak right now and, the beauty 
of acquiring of him is that he'd be under team control for at 
least another season. 
 
Listed at six-foot-one and 220 pounds, Meier brings a 
physical component, too, that could complement other skilled 
forwards. He leads the Sharks in hits and is strong in the 
corners or along the boards. Meier had 41 assists last 
season, and could approach that level again with better 
linemates in a better situation. But you're getting him to score 
goals and Meier's 1.3 expected goals per 60 minutes at 5-
on-5 ranks fifth in the league this season (minimum 500 
minutes). 
 
But while Meier could be the most impactful acquisition at 
this deadline, getting him will require some creativity and 
assuming some risk. He's an RFA this off-season, not a 
UFA, so he's not a rental in the true sense. However, he's 
owed a $10 million qualifying offer this summer, which 
means he'd be playing one year at that rate before being 
UFA eligible in 2024, unless an extension is agreed to 
separately. 
 
Meier could be acquired with an extension in mind, or he 
could be flipped again in the summer. 
 
There's also the matter of an injury Meier is currently dealing 
with. He sustained an upper-body injury over the weekend 
and while he missed Monday's game and will sit out again 
Thursday, the team insists it's not serious. 
 

So which potential buyers are in need of a scoring winger the 
most? Who is looking for a power play boost, or perhaps a 
little more muscle and offence in their top six? Those are the 
teams that could swing big on Meier. 
 
To get an idea of who could be in the mix and what a 
potential trade may look like, we turn to our scout Jason 
Bukala, who lays out what he would recommend to an NHL 
front office. 
 
Scout's Analysis 
 
With so many possible destinations for Timo Meier I’m going 
to try to break down his value, in my opinion, and the cost to 
acquire his services. 
 
The player 
 
The first thing I do when gathering information on players is 
try to find trends in his game year over year. In Meier's case, 
I’m digesting five years of stats, along with his most recent 
five-game segment. 
 
The Sharks made the playoffs in both 2018 and 2019, 
advancing to Round 2 in 2018 and reaching the conference 
final in 2019. They have missed the playoffs in each of the 
past three seasons, though. 
 
The reason I look at team success in relation to the player I 
might be recommending to trade for is to analyze his 
contribution offensively, defensively, special teams, etc. 
Meier in an interesting study. He’s definitely a goal scorer 
more than a distributor. He’s an obvious threat to produce 
offence on the power play, but he’s also wildly inconsistent 
defensively and doesn’t kill penalties. 
 
Some other individual statistics I consider when evaluating a 
player are hits, shot blocks and faceoff winning percentage. 
 
Meier plays a heavy game in the trenches and has the 
leverage to body opponents off pucks in all three zones. He 
leads the Sharks with 112 hits. 
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On the other hand, he doesn’t rotate and get into shooting 
lanes to sacrifice himself defensively. He has only 26 shot 
blocks. 
 
When he steps into the face-off circle, Meier only wins 40 per 
cent of his draws. 
Easy conclusion 
 
Meier isn’t a player coaches want on the ice to protect leads 
or defend consistently. His off-the-puck detail ranges. There 
are many nights he doesn’t move his feet enough tracking 
back through the neutral zone or jumping to take away lanes 
in his defensive zone. 
 
What he does very well is provide a power-forward/goal-
scoring element. He’s dangerous on the power play with his 
shoot-first approach. He can also coral pucks beneath the 
goal line or walk off the half wall and uses his large frame to 
protect the play as he goes to the net. 
 
If I was part of the scouting staff of a contending team, I 
would absolutely recommend him for trade. He’s only 26 
years young and could still have the best years of his career 
ahead of him. I would count on his goal-scoring and overall 
offence, with the understanding there will be nights we 
wished we could get more out of his all-around game. 
 
In short: Meier's offence wins out. 
 
Potential Trade Partners 
 
It seems like almost every day a new team enters the Timo 
Meier sweepstakes. 
 
Here are some examples of teams who may pick up the 
phone, and what they have to offer the Sharks in a trade: 
 
Winnipeg Jets 
 
I like this Jets team and feel they have some of the pieces to 
go on a deep run come playoffs. 
 
Connor Hellebuyck has been outstanding this year (2.39 
GAA, .926 SV%), Josh Morrissey is having a Norris Trophy 
candidate kind of season, and their top four forwards are 
playing to their identity. Mark Scheifele, Blake Wheeler, 
Pierre-Luc Dubois and Kyle Connor have combined for 99 
goals and 115 assists, including 32 power play tallies. 
 
I recognize the Jets have been reluctant to make a big 
splash at the trade deadline in the past. They are an 
organization that built their team through the draft and by 
acquiring players with term left on their contracts, for the 
most part. But I feel like the city of Winnipeg recognizes this 
team could do something special this spring and, I’m 
confident saying, the organization does as well. 
 
With that in mind, here is my hypothetical trade scenario for 
the Jets: 
 
SAN JOSE TRADES: Timo Meier, 2023 fifth-round pick 
WINNIPEG TRADES: 2023 first-round pick, 2025 first-round 
pick, Brad Lambert, Dmitri Rashevsky 

 
Note: Sharks retain 40 per cent of Meier's $6 million cap hit 
 
Part of my strategy includes the reality that one of Meier or 
Pierre Luc-Dubois is not likely going to sign a long-term deal 
in Winnipeg. I recognize the risk. But I believe the Western 
Conference is wide open and the Jets are in the mix to do 
some damage. Very few Stanley Cups have been contested 
by teams who didn’t take some risk along the way, and in 
this deal the pros outweigh the cons. At worst the Jets can 
move each player to recoup their high-end draft capital in a 
trade down the line. 
 
Carolina Hurricanes 
 
Carolina has a lot going for them as a team and adding 
Meier could potentially put them over the top in the East. 
 
SAN JOSE TRADES: Timo Meier, 2023 fifth-round pick 
CAROLINA TRADES: 2023 first-round pick, 2023 second-
round pick (via Philadelphia), 2025 first-round pick, Jack 
Drury 
 
Note: Sharks retains 40 per cent of Meier's $6 million cap hit. 
 
Vegas Golden Knights 
 
Vegas has come into found cap space with their captain, 
Mark Stone, landing on LTIR due to back surgery. They have 
dollars to spend, and by moving Shea Weber's contract out 
in a separate deal, the Golden Knights also now have 
greater future flexibility. 
 
SAN JOSE TRADES: Timo Meier, 2023 fifth-round pick 
VEGAS TRADES: 2023 first-round pick, 2023 third-round 
pick (via Buffalo), 2024 first-round pick, Brendan Brisson 
 
Note: Sharks retain 40 per cent of Meier's $6 million cap hit 
 
New Jersey Devils 
 
The Devils have been building through the draft. I’m not 
convinced they are as good as other teams on this list, but 
they would definitely add to their depth by acquiring Meier. 
 
SAN JOSE TRADES: Timo Meier 
NEW JERSEY TRADES: 2023 first-round pick, 2024 first-
round pick, Shakir Mukhamadullin, Andreas Johnsson 
 
Note: Sharks retain 50 per cent of Meier's $6 million cap hit 
 
St. Louis Blues 
 
The Blues are actively re-tooling their roster and have assets 
to enter into a trade with the Sharks. 
 
SAN JOSE TRADES: Timo Meier 
ST. LOUIS TRADES: 2023 first-round pick (via NY Rangers), 
2023 first-round pick (via Toronto), 2024 second-round pick, 
2025 seventh-round pick 
 
Note: Sharks retain 25 per cent of Meier's $6 million cap hit 
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Closing Thoughts 
 
Before people start blowing up the comment section 
following these hypothetical scenarios, keep in mind teams 
tend to get aggressive at the deadline when they feel they 
absolutely require a player. 
 

Past examples include the Tampa Bay Lightning acquiring 
Brandon Hagel from the Chicago Blackhawks last deadline 
for 2023 and 2024 first-round picks, Boris Katchouk and 
Taylor Raddysh. 
 
It’s a fun time of year to be a fan and an armchair GM. 

 
 
Carolina Hurricanes vs. Ottawa Senators: Game Preview & Storm Advisory 

It’s the first of three meetings between the Hurricanes and 
Senators as Carolina looks to continue their winning streak 
 
By Cody Hagan 
 
The Carolina Hurricanes are settling back in to a normal 
schedule this weekend after all the excitement of the 
Stadium Series game last week. They kicked off this stretch 
with a 4-1 victory on Tuesday night against the St. Louis 
Blues and now they will turn their attention to the Ottawa 
Senators. 
 
Carolina is riding a four-game win streak and have points in 
14 of their last 15 games. Meanwhile, Ottawa is 3-2-1 in 
February and lost their last game on Monday 3-1 against the 
Boston Bruins. 
 
The Canes are in the middle of a stretch where they are 
playing six of seven games against current non-playoff 
teams so it’s vital they keep their heads down and take care 
of business because the New Jersey Devils are breathing 
down their necks in the Metro Division. 
 
While no game should ever be an expected win, in order to 
be one of the best teams in the league they must continue to 

defeat teams like Ottawa. But that won’t be easy as the 
Senators are pesky and have two of the best young players 
in the league in Brady Thachuk and Tim Stutzle. 
 
Game Notes 
-  Brent Burns has a four-game point streak and over his 
career has 22 points in 21 games against the Senators. 
- Andrei Svechnikov ended his 19-game goal drought during 
the Hurricanes’ win on Tuesday which was the longest 
drought of his career. It’s a pivotal stretch for the young 
Russian as the Canes need him to return to the goal scoring 
prowess he showed earlier this year. 
- Jaccob Slavin will play in his 559th career game tonight 
tying him with Justin Faulk for second most by a defenseman 
in Hurricanes history. He needs 171 more to pass Glen 
Wesley for first place. 
- This is the ninth of 14 back-to-back games for the Canes as 
they will play the Anaheim Ducks tomorrow night at home. 
- The Senators have three players (Thachuk- 60, Stutzle - 
59, and Claude Giroux - 53) who would all lead the 
Hurricanes in points. 
- Ottawa excels with their special teams with both of their 
units ranking in the top eight in the NHL. Their power play is 
particularly dangerous ranking fourth in the league at 25.7%.

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article272553207.html 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-february-24-versus-ottawa/c-341401794 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/35719530/nhl-power-rankings-1-32-poll-young-talent-team 
https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/nhl-power-rankings-best-trade-made-by-each-teams-gm/ 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/nhl-trade-targets-what-jets-and-other-suitors-would-move-for-timo-meier/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2023/2/24/23612939/carolina-hurricanes-vs-ottawa-senators-game-preview-storm-advisory-aho-slavin-burns-jarvis-

pnc-arena 
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Streaking Hurricanes aim to stay hot vs. Senators 

 

Staff Report 

Reuters 

Published Feb 23, 2023 

 

Andrei Svechnikov doesn’t have to score plenty of goals to make an 
impact for the Carolina Hurricanes. 

But it sure does help when he makes it into the scoring column. 

Svechnikov’s most productive game in more than three months came 
earlier this week, and he’ll try to build on that Friday night when the 
Hurricanes host the Ottawa Senators in Raleigh, N.C. 

Svechnikov scored two first-period goals to snap a 19-game scoreless 
streak in Tuesday night’s 4-1 victory against the St. Louis Blues. 

“Everybody gets fixated on the goals, and I get it,” Carolina coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “He has been really good this year, even this last 
however many games he went without scoring. He was pretty impactful 
pretty much every night.” 

The Metropolitan Division-leading Hurricanes have plenty of players 
falling into that category. They hold a four-game winning streak and are 
13-1-1 in their last 15 games. 

However, Svechnikov has goals in back-to-back games only twice this 
season while racking up 21 total goals. 

Second-year player Seth Jarvis of the Hurricanes has two career three-
point games, and they have come to pass over the past three games. 

Carolina continues to look to shore up certain areas. It has had perfect 
penalty-killing numbers in three of the last four games, though like 
Svechnikov’s case, those statistics might be misleading as well. 

“It wasn’t probably as good as we’d like it,” Brind’Amour said. “We gave 
up a couple of really good opportunities. With penalty killing, the goalie is 
always the best penalty killer and (Frederik Andersen) made some really 
good, unreal saves.” 

Senators coach D.J. Smith said goaltender Cam Talbot will rejoin the 
action after being out since Jan. 25, an absence of nine games with a 
lower-body injury. 

“Tabs is our guy and he has been great for us all year,” defenseman 
Jake Sanderson said. “I know he’s itching to get back.” 

Yet the Senators were 6-2-1 while Talbot was out. 

Ottawa inserted forward Julien Gauthier in the lineup for the first time on 
Monday after he was acquired in a weekend trade from the New York 
Rangers. That’s notable for this game in Raleigh because Gauthier is a 
former first-round draft pick of the Hurricanes. 

“I wanted a fresh start, a new opportunity with a new, young team,” 
Gauthier said. “Getting that opportunity is huge and I’m really grateful for 
it.” 

Gauthier was minus-1 with two shots on goal in his debut for the 
Senators with less than 10 minutes of ice time. 

There will be another Ottawa lineup change at Carolina after 
Wednesday’s trade of defenseman Nikita Zaitsev to the Chicago 
Blackhawks. Zaitsev was with the Senators for four seasons, playing in 
28 games this season with five assists. 

The Hurricanes are close to a week removed from the hubbub of their 
historic outdoor game as part of the Stadium Series. It has taken time to 
shake free from the euphoria that was connected to that experience in 
front of about 57,000 fans. 

“It has kind of come down,” Svechnikov said. “We just have to play our 
game.” 

On Friday, the Hurricanes will be playing the fourth contest of their five-
game homestand. 
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SNAPSHOTS: Senators GM Pierre Dorion still trying to make moves a 
week before trade deadline 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

Published Feb 23, 2023  

 

The dominoes have started to fall for the Ottawa Senators. 

With the NHL trade deadline set for next Friday at 3 p.m., Senators 
general manager Pierre Dorion has already made two moves by dealing 
Nikita Zaitsev to the Chicago Blackhawks on Wednesday night and 
sending Tyler Motte to the New York Rangers for winger Julien Gauthier 
Sunday. 

Sending Zaitsev along with a second-round pick in the NHL this year and 
a fourth-round selection in 2024 in exchange for future considerations not 
only gets his $4.5 million salary off the books, it gives Dorion flexibility to 
bring in a blueliner if there’s a deal to be made. 

The Senators went into Thursday night’s action six points back of the 
final wildcard spot in the East held by the Florida Panthers with four 
games in hand. The issue is there are four teams to climb over, which is 
why the club needs a victory Friday night on the road against the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

Yes, you’ve read before that the Senators would like to add a right-shot 
top-four defenceman, but the fact they haven’t added one yet hasn’t been 
for a lack of trying. Dorion has held serious talks or at least kicked the 
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tires on every blueliner available, most notably Jakob Chychrun of the 
Arizona Coyotes and Matthew Dumba of the Minnesota Wild. 

The asking price on Chychrun, who would fit the bill for what the 
Senators need, remains high, with the Coyotes demanding two first-
round picks and a high-end prospect in return. The Senators would likely 
be willing to revisit Chychrun if the price goes down, but that doesn’t 
appear likely to happen. 

The Boston Bruins and Los Angeles Kings are among the teams making 
a strong push for Chychrun. 

Dumba, an unrestricted free agent, may finish the season with the Wild 
and then GM Bill Guerin will make a decision on the 29-year-old. The 
Senators wouldn’t make a deal with Minnesota unless they could sign 
Dumba to an extension. Though he’s struggled this season, he would be 
a fit for Ottawa. He has four goals and 13 points in 55 games this 
season. 

Another option could be Arizona defenceman Shayne Gostisbehere. He’s 
on an expiring deal at $4.5 million, but the club would likely want to sign 
him to a short-term extension. 

There aren’t many teams with defencemen available, and that’s why 
Dorion has done an exhaustive search. If the Kings deal for Chychrun, 
they have three right-shot blueliners and we’ve been told GM Rob Blake 
is open for business on all his blueliners, except Drew Doughty. 

The Kings have Matt Roy, Sean Durzi and Sean Walker who may be a fit 
if they’re available. 

NET GAINS 

Veteran goaltender Cam Talbot will start against the Hurricanes after 
missing a month with a groin injury. 

The 35-year-old Talbot is an unrestricted free agent on July 1 and may 
be an attractive option for a playoff contender that wants to shore up its 
depth in net. Teams will be watching to see how he performs in the next 
two starts with the Senators to make sure he’s healthy. 

He’d like to stay in Ottawa, but there have been no recent discussions 
and his future here is clouded at best. The Vegas Golden Knights and 
Kings could both use help. Talbot is trying to ignore the noise and just 
focus on doing the job. 

“I try not to think about it,” Talbot said. “I don’t know what’s in store for 
me. At this point, there’s been no conversations either way so my focus 
is on the guys in this room, my job in this room right now and next Friday 
will take care of itself.” 

The best-case scenario for Talbot would be to finish the year here. The 
Senators are in the thick of the race and if they do make a move then 
they’ll have to get a goaltender back to finish the year. 

“I’m hoping to be part of this team for a playoff push here so if we can win 
a few games here hopefully they see value in keeping me and I’ll be 
around for the long run,” said Talbot. 

THE LAST WORDS 

The Senators will have blueliners Jake Sanderson and Nick Holden both 
return from undisclosed injuries against the Canes. 

“You never want to be away from the team and I’m ready to get back in,” 
Holden told reporters in Raleigh following the club’s skate Thursday. 

The club is well aware this will be a tough test because the Canes are 
13-1-1 in their last 15 games and have won four straight. 

“We’re going to need our skating legs,” said centre Derick Brassard 
“They play fast everywhere, they play a lot of man-on-man in their zone, 
and they have a lot of success here at home under coach (Rod 
Brind’Amour). 

“We’ve got to come out and skate. Taking care of the puck is going to be 
huge.” 

The Senators have posted a 7-2-1 record in their last 10 games, but this 
will be a tough stretch. The club will face the Habs on Saturday night at 
the Bell Centre before back-to-back games at home against the Detroit 
Red Wings on Monday and Tuesday. 

“We’ve got to be on our toes,” coach D.J. Smith said. “We’ve talked 
plenty about how (Carolina) plays, and now we have to go hit their 
(defence) and make it so they can’t break out. We have to hold onto 
pucks into the offensive zone, but ultimately, it’s going to come down to 
special teams.’ 
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GARRIOCH: With the bidding for the franchise put on hold, Alfie throws 
his hat into the ring 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

Published Feb 23, 2023 

 

The bidding war for the purchase of the Ottawa Senators will take longer 
than expected and former captain Daniel Alfredsson has served notice 
he’d like to play a front-office role. 

League sources told this newspaper Thursday the deadline for the first 
round of bids for the Senators has been pushed back to March 6 by New 
York-based banker Galatioto Sports Partners (GSP) to give the 
interested parties more time to put their best foot forward to try to buy the 
club. 

It had originally been set for Saturday, but some of the interested parties 
may be asking for more time to finish their due diligence and put a bid 
together. Throughout this process, the dates have always been a moving 
target, and this means we may not know who the owner is before early 
April. 

The level of interest has even been higher than the NHL expected when 
GSP announced in November it would be handling the sale of the 
Senators for the family of late owner Eugene Melnyk. If all goes as 
planned, the league would like the sale wrapped up by mid-June. 

If the new owners want to reach out to Alfredsson, he’s willing to listen. 

Alfredsson was on hand at the Ottawa Business Journal’s Mayor’s 
Breakfast with Mark Sutcliffe on Thursday and told the people gathered 
at the event he would like to play a meaningful role in the club’s hockey 
operations. 

Speaking to Sutcliffe during a question-and-answer session, the 50-year-
old Alfredsson, who was inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in 
November, indicated he’d like sit down with whoever purchases the team 
to discuss a front office fit. 

He has been skating with injured players this season and spending more 
time around the rink while the club is on the road. Asked by Sutcliffe what 
kind of role he’d like to play, Alfredsson was upfront. 

“I said I want to wait to see what happened, but I would love for it to be a 
meaningful role. That was my feeling in the summer, and I feel it even 
more so now, being around the team,” Alfredsson said. 

“I think with my experience, and what they’re going through now, I was 
there early in my career, how we went from being the worst team in the 
league to consistently being a playoff team. I feel I have a lot to 
contribute in that role, so that’s kind of what I’m hoping. We’ll see what 
happens with the new ownership, but that’s my dream job.” 
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Alfredsson spent 17 seasons with the Senators and was the captain for 
14 years. After retiring, he spent two years in the club’s front office as a 
senior adviser to hockey operations before stepping away from the role 
on July 1, 2017 to spend more time with his family. 

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman stated this month more than 15 groups 
were granted permission to enter the data room to get a look at the club’s 
financial statements and a copy of the memorandum of understanding 
with the National Capital Commission for a new rink at LeBreton Flats. 

Once the formal bids have been entered, the contenders will be 
separated from the pretenders and the list will be cut down to the top four 
or five groups. The expectation is that once that happens the bidders will 
be given the opportunity to get a first-hand look at the Canadian Tire 
Centre. 

Bidders have had to sign non-disclosure agreements, and that’s partially 
because Bettman doesn’t want them exchanging information before 
making a pitch. 

“The league may want more time to get the price they want for the 
Senators,” a league insider said Thursday. “This could be being done to 
benefit the NHL.” 

Deputy commissioner Bill Daly stated on The Bob McCown podcast last 
Friday the expectation is the sale price of the Senators will exceed $800 
million U.S. and could eclipse $1 billion. 

Not only is this deal about buying the team and the Canadian Tire 
Centre, it’s also about the right to build at LeBreton Flats. 

Toronto-based billionaire Michael Andlauer, a part-owner of the Montreal 
Canadiens, along with former Pittsburgh Penguins investors Jeffrey and 
Michael Kimel, have been listed as the frontrunners since the Melnyk 
family confirmed it was selling the Senators. 

But Postmedia reported two weeks ago it had confirmed Vancouver-born 
actor Ryan Reynolds had aligned himself with the Remington Group. The 
Toronto-based real estate development corporation is one of the largest 
builders in Ontario and has brought together a consortium to bid. 

That decision by the 46-year-old Reynolds caught a lot of observers off 
guard, but he has kept in constant contact with Bettman and Daly 
throughout this process, so he didn’t make this decision to join the group 
led by Toronto real estate developer Chris Bratty blindly. 

The league has made it clear to all the bidders on the Senators they’d 
like Reynolds involved if at all possible. The belief is the move by 
Reynolds immediately vaults his group into being one of the frontrunners, 
and the indications are he has no plans to join anyone else if this bid 
fails. 

A league executive estimated to Postmedia that Reynolds could help 
bring in as much as $10 million to $20 million in corporate partnerships 
for the franchise if he’s part of the new ownership group. 
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Daniel Alfredsson declares he wants ‘meaningful role in hockey ops’ with 
Senators 

 

By Ian Mendes 

Feb 23, 2023 

 

During his appearance as the main guest of honour at the Mayor’s 
Breakfast event at City Hall on Thursday, Daniel Alfredsson took the 
audience through a full range of emotions. 

There was plenty of humour when Ottawa mayor Mark Sutcliffe asked 
Alfredsson why he chose to live in Ottawa after retiring from the NHL. 

Without missing a beat Alfredsson simply responded, “LRT.” 

The joke about Ottawa’s troubled light rail system drew hearty laughter 
and applause from the capacity crowd sitting inside the city hall 
chambers. 

Later there was a poignant moment when Alfredsson shared his decision 
to use his platform as an NHL superstar to speak out about mental health 
issues 15 years ago. 

“To feel and see the connections and people coming up and thanking 
you for making their life easier has been the most rewarding thing in my 
lifetime so far,” Alfredsson said. 

But the most newsworthy moment of the 37-minute session — in which 
Alfredsson was interviewed by Sutcliffe — came when the mayor asked 
the newly minted Hall of Famer about what his ideal role would look like 
under a new ownership group in Ottawa. 

“I want to wait to see what happens, but I would love to have a 
meaningful role in hockey ops. That was my feeling in the summer and I 
feel that even more so now,” Alfredsson said. “I feel I have a lot to 
contribute in that role, so that’s kind of what I’m hoping. We’ll see what 
happens with the new ownership, but that’s my dream job.” 

This was the most definitive statement Alfredsson has made on the 
record about what his role can look like with the organization moving 
forward. In the past, Alfredsson has often punted on the question, but his 
comment about having a “meaningful role in hockey ops” should be 
music to the ears of any potential new ownership group in Ottawa. 

If new owners have any doubt about Alfredsson’s unique connection to 
the city, they can simply review footage from the last few times the 
former captain has made public appearances. Back in October, he 
delivered a spine-tingling moment during the home opener when he 
emerged from the Senators’ home dressing room to drop the ceremonial 
puck. In November, Alfredsson’s Hall of Fame induction ceremony and 
speech captivated the entire city. And when his session at city hall ended 
on Thursday, Alfredsson received a standing ovation from the audience. 

Afterwards, Sutcliffe told The Athletic that any new ownership group 
should be ecstatic about the prospect that Alfredsson is now stating he 
wants to have a significant voice in the direction of the team moving 
forward. 

“I think it’s great. There is a lot of positive energy around the team right 
now. When you add to that that the longest-serving captain and greatest 
player in franchise history wants to get back involved with the team, 
that’s just great for the team and city,” Sutfliffe said. “Daniel Alfredsson 
can live and work anywhere he wants in the world. But he chooses 
Ottawa because he loves this community and loves this team. For him to 
be connected to the future of the franchise would be huge.” 

At this juncture, Alfredsson has not aligned himself with any potential 
ownership groups, although he did mention actor Ryan Reynolds’ name 
at one point during Thursday’s event. 

“Ryan Reynolds, is he going to be a part of it or not, who knows?” 
Alfredsson said. “But if he would be, I think it would be great as well.” 

Alfredsson is simply waiting to see which group emerges victorious and 
will likely engage in negotiations to be involved with them once they’ve 
secured the franchise. 

“With the ownership change coming, I think that will be a positive,” added 
Alfredsson. “They are going to want to put their best foot forward and 
take the team to the next level, not only on the ice, but off the ice as 
well.” 
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If his public comments on Thursday are any indication, it sounds like 
Alfredsson wants an impactful role moving forward. He simply does not 
want to be a ceremonial figurehead or a community ambassador. Prior to 
this season, the Senators approached him about returning in an official 
capacity, an offer he called “intriguing and flattering.” But Alfredsson 
declined the opportunity, fearing that he might not keep the position after 
the upcoming regime change. 

“I didn’t want to take on an official role in case there is an ownership 
change. And I have a role that I really like and then a new owner comes 
in and he’s like ‘I have somebody else for this role,” said Alfredsson. “I 
don’t know if I couldn’t handle another ‘leave the Senators moment’ in my 
life.” 

But Alfredsson also revealed that he has been quietly working out on the 
ice with the Senators this season, skating with injured players while the 
team is away on road trips. 

“I’ve been around the rink this year more than I have been in the last five 
years combined. I have a feel for the players and the mood is pretty 
good,” said Alfredsson “I really like what I see in the players and their 
desire to be better. The future here will be very exciting.” 

Alfredsson has been keenly watching the club this season — likely with a 
critical eye towards the future. 

“They’re not throwing away games and giving up easy goals any more,” 
said Alfredsson. “The product is there. They’re missing a few pieces. 
More than anything, I think they’re missing experience.” 
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Troy Terry scores in return as Ducks beat Capitals, end 6-game skid 

 

4-5 minutes 24/02/2023 

By STEPHEN WHYNO AP Hockey Writer 

 

WASHINGTON — A lot went right for the Ducks on Thursday night, and 
that hasn’t happened very often lately. 

Troy Terry scored in his return to the lineup, Jakob Silfverberg scored the 
go-ahead goal early in the third period, John Gibson made 41 saves and 
the Ducks ended their six-game losing streak while handing the 
Washington Capitals their sixth consecutive defeat, 4-2. 

The rebuilding Ducks will definitely be selling ahead of the trade 
deadline, but they enjoyed a moment of joy in a rough season thanks to 
goals by Isac Lundestrom, Terry and Silfverberg, an empty-netter by 
Derek Grant and a strong performance from Gibson, who made some 
hockey history in his own right. 

“It’s been tough sledding this year for us, I think: a lot of ups and downs,” 
said Ducks center Ryan Strome, who improved to 7-0 in the NHL against 
brother Dylan. “In such a tough season, you want to ride the highs as 
much as you can.” 

Strome wants Gibson to ride high after the Ducks’ long-term starting 
goalie made some hockey history. 

Gibson’s 21st save gave him the most through a goaltender’s first 40 
games of the season since Hall of Famer Jacques Plante made 1,396 for 
the New York Rangers in 1963-64. Gibson, who has faced the most 
shots and made the most saves in the NHL this season, made 40-plus 
stops for a league-leading 10th time. 

“I feel like he’s making 40 saves every night,” Silfverberg said. “He’s 
been terrific for us.” 

The Capitals are mired in their longest losing streak since losing seven in 
a row in 2019 and their longest stretch without a point in nearly two 
decades. They last lost six consecutive games all in regulation in October 
2003, before the NHL had a salary cap and before Alex Ovechkin was 
drafted. 

This loss to the last-place Ducks came in the aftermath of Washington 
trading two key players. Stanley Cup-winning defenseman Dmitry Orlov 
and gritty winger Garnet Hathaway were sent to the league-leading 
Boston Bruins for draft picks and depth forward Craig Smith, the start of 
the first trade deadline selloff by the Capitals since Ovechkin’s rookie 
year in 2005-06. 

“We still have a chance to make the playoffs,” Ovechkin said. “You never 
know what’s gonna happen. We just will continue to play. … Nothing we 
can do. We players, we have to play the game and it’s not our job to 
make a decision.” 

The team’s play in recent weeks contributed to General Manager Brian 
MacLellan making the first of what could be several moves trading 
pending free agents such as Orlov and Hathaway. Defenseman Nick 
Jensen, who scored one of Washington’s two goals, could be another. 

The Capitals were booed by their home fans amid several turnovers, 
missed defensive assignments and at least one soft goal given up by 
Charlie Lindgren, who faced just 20 shots in his first start since Feb. 12 – 
the start of this skid. 

Ovechkin had a few quality scoring chances, but no points in his first 
game back after missing the past week for the death of his father. He and 
his teammates wore white and red stickers saying “Papa Ovi” on their 
helmets. 

“Thanks for team, thanks for organization for support,” Ovechkin said. “It 
was a hard time for me, for my family and for all my friends, but it’s life 
and it’s gonna be a memory forever and we just have to move on.” 

While Terry returned from injury, the Ducks played without two players 
who are candidates to be traded: defenseman John Klingberg and winger 
Adam Henrique, each of whom was out with lower-body injuries. 
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Ducks expect Troy Terry back, but Adam Henrique could be out ‘a while’ 

 

Lisa Dillman 

2-3 minutes 23/02/2023 

 

It was a somewhat newsworthy day for the last-place Ducks as they 
prepared for the third game of their four-game trip, facing the Washington 
Capitals  on Thursday night. 

Versatile forward Adam Henrique will be “out a while,” according to 
Ducks coach Dallas Eakins, via text message Thursday. Eakins added 
that they are not sure how long the team’s third-leading scorer will be 
sidelined. 

Henrique, however, is still on the trip and the injury is believed not to be 
of a long-term nature. He suffered a lower-body injury in the second 
period of Tuesday’s loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning in a pileup in the 
Ducks’ crease. 
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With the league’s trade deadline March 3, the injury would seem to 
minimize the chances of Henrique being moved. 

In better news, forward Troy Terry was set to return to the lineup, Eakins 
said. Terry missed seven games after suffering an upper-body injury in 
Dallas on Feb. 6 and the Ducks won just once when he was out, versus 
Chicago in overtime on Feb. 7. They were outscored 38-18 in that seven-
game stretch. 

In other injury news, defenseman John Klingberg, a late scratch in 
Tuesday’s game, still has a nagging lower-body injury and won’t play 
against the Capitals. He has improved but not enough to get back in the 
lineup. Up front, Jayson Megna will be scratched and Brett Leason is in 
against his former team. The Ducks claimed Leason on waivers from 
Washington just before the start of the season. 

Ducks trade 

The Ducks did make a trade Thursday, but one at the minor-league level 
with Chicago. They acquired left wing Josiah Slavin from the Blackhawks 
for right wing Hunter Drew. 

Slavin, who had 11 points in 51 games with AHL Rockford this season, 
was assigned to the Ducks’ AHL affiliate in San Diego.  He is the younger 
brother of Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin. 
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3 takeaways from Knights’ win: Pietrangelo completes crazy comeback 

 

By Ben Gotz 

Las Vegas Review-Journal 

February 23, 2023 - 1:25 PM 

Updated February 23, 2023 - 10:09 PM 

 

Most of the announced crowd of 17,609 at T-Mobile Arena reacted like 
the game was over when right wing Jonathan Marchessault’s shot flew 
toward the net. 

Fans leapt to their feet. They started celebrating. 

Alex Pietrangelo knew better. So he made sure to give them something 
to really cheer about. 

Pietrangelo slammed home a rebound after Marchessault’s shot hit the 
crossbar to give the Golden Knights a 4-3 overtime win against the 
Calgary Flames on Thursday. The goal gave the Knights, who were 
behind 3-1 going into the second intermission, their sixth win when 
trailing after two periods. 

The victory extended the team’s point streak to eight games (6-0-2). It 
also kept the Flames, who remain outside the Western Conference 
playoff picture, winless in eight games at T-Mobile Arena. 

“We chipped away there as the game went on,” Pietrangelo said. “We 
were just more aggressive.” 

The game started with the Knights on their heels. 

Calgary, coming off a 6-3 win in Arizona on Wednesday, was flying from 
puck drop. The Flames drew three first-period power plays. Left wing 
Jakob Pelletier scored on the second with 6:35 left until the first 
intermission. 

Calgary extended its lead on a goal off the rush by right wing Jonathan 
Huberdeau 1:24 into the second period. 

Center Jack Eichel got the Knights back within 2-1 with a power-play 
goal, but the Flames fought back fast. Center Mikael Backlund scored off 
a deflection only 2:07 later to put the Flames up 3-1 with 3:26 left in the 
period. 

A third-period deficit didn’t scare the Knights. 

They kept working, using their speed and physicality to wear their tiring 
opponent down. The Knights, after allowing 18 shots on goal in the first 
period, one off their season high, gave up only one in the third. That tied 
a team record. 

The Knights cut Calgary’s lead to 3-2 with a goal from defenseman Zach 
Whitecloud 5:08 into the third. Left wing William Carrier tied the game 
with 7:25 left in the period. 

It seemed obvious what would happen from there. The Knights have 
done this too many times before. 

Pietrangelo completed the comeback only 42 seconds into overtime to 
improve the team’s record against the Pacific Division to 8-7-2. It was 
only the third time this season the Knights have rallied from two down to 
win. 

“Even there in the second, guys knew we had a chance to win,” Carrier 
said. “I think the energy was high. We knew it was going to take a big 
third, and it took until the last second here. That was big for our team.” 

Here are three takeaways from the win: 

1. Brossoit back in win column 

Goaltender Laurent Brossoit made 25 saves in the win, his first in the 
NHL since March 4. 

The 29-year-old veteran was sharp in his second appearance for the 
Knights this season. He turned away a flurry of shots in the first period, 
and skated far out of his crease to prevent a potential breakaway in the 
second. 

Brossoit has stopped 62 of the 67 shots he’s faced in his two starts. He’s 
spent most of this season in the American Hockey League after 
recovering from offseason hip surgery, but he looks like he belongs with 
the big club. 

“I’ve been waiting for this all year,” Brossoit said. “Getting to do it in 
overtime is even better.” 

2. Power-play drought ends 

The Knights’ power-play goal was their first in 10 games. 

Eichel’s tally on the man advantage snapped an 0-for-25 slump, the 
longest in franchise history. The Knights are still only 2-for-33 since 
captain Mark Stone suffered a back injury that required surgery Jan. 12. 

“When Jack scored, it was a weight off all the guys on the power play,” 
said coach Bruce Cassidy, who called Thursday one of Eichel’s best 
games of the season. “It had been a long time.” 

3. Injury info 

The Knights played without center Nicolas Roy, who is day-to-day with a 
lower-body injury. 

Center Byron Froese was called up to take Roy’s spot on the fourth line. 
Goaltender Michael Hutchinson also served as Brossoit’s backup for the 
second consecutive game with goaltender Adin Hill nursing a “bump” he 
suffered Saturday against the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Cassidy said Hill practiced Wednesday. 
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Brossoit keeps Golden Knights alive to complete OT rally against Calgary 

 

By Danny Webster (contact) 

Published Thursday, Feb. 23, 2023 | 8:46 p.m. 
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Vegas Golden Knights celebrate a 4-3 overtime win over the Calgary 
Flames as Calgary Flames defenseman Chris Tanev (8) and center 
Dillon Dube (29) skate past at T-Mobile Arena Thursday, Feb. 23, 2023. 

Golden Knights Beat Flames, 4-3, in OT 

The Vegas Golden Knights beat the Calgary Flames, 4-3, in overtime at 
T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas Thursday, Feb. 23, 2023. 

Thumbnails Gallery 

If Laurent Brossoit was thrilled to stop all those shots in his first start in 
almost a year on Tuesday, imagine how he felt on Thursday. 

Shots came from every angle, dangerous chances galore. 

Had the Golden Knights' goalie not made the 17 stops he did in the first, 
Thursday could have gone the complete opposite direction for Vegas. 

But Brossoit, behind a 25-save effort, kept Vegas hanging around long 
enough to rally from two goals down in the third and complete the 
comeback 4-3 in overtime over the Calgary Flames at T-Mobile Arena. 

The win was important for the Golden Knights (35-18-5) to keep their 
post-All-Star break run going, winning six of seven and earning a point in 
each game, as well as maintaining a grip on first place in the Western 
Conference. 

For Brossoit, a man of few words, the smile could not leave his face. It 
was the goalie's first win in 356 days — March 4, 2022 — and first in the 
NHL since recovering from offseason hip surgery. 

"It feels great," Brossoit said. "This is where you want to be. This is 
where everyone wants to be." 

Brossoit's return to the Golden Knights hasn't come without the 
organization's own trials. With Logan Thompson week-to-week with a 
lower-body injury, it was the opportunity needed for the 29-year-old 
Brossoit to get back to the Vegas starter's net. 

Couple that with a minor injury to Adin Hill, and Brossoit has manned the 
crease for two straight games and has been the Golden Knights' best 
player. 

Brossoit made 37 saves on Tuesday in a 3-2 shootout loss in Chicago. 
Against a Calgary team on a back-to-back after winning in Arizona 24 
hours prior, Brossoit got the Flames' best shot by turning aside 17 of 18 
shots in the first period. 

The Flames got three power plays in the first period — a near-case of 
deja vu from the Oct. 18 meeting in Calgary when Vegas committed six 
penalties in the second period — and only scored once on Brossoit, via a 
rebound putback from rookie Jakob Pelletier at 13:25. 

According to Natural Stat Trick, the Flames had seven high-danger 
chances and 15 scoring chances in the first 20 minutes. For the Golden 
Knights to trail by one after that was miraculous. 

"It’s nice obviously to get a flurry of shots early. Gets you into it," Brossoit 
said. "It gave me an opportunity to contribute to the game." 

That sustained pressure from Calgary translated early in the second 
period, and it took just 1:24 into the middle frame for Calgary to extend 
the lead when Jonathan Huberdeau deked by Brossoit for the 2-0 lead. 

Eventually, the Golden Knights turned it around. 

Brossoit's workload diminished as the game went on, but Vegas put its 
own pressure on, starting with a power-play goal from Jack Eichel at 
14:27 of the second to end an 0-for-25 drought and cut the lead to 2-1. 

Calgary forward Mikael Backlund got a short-side deflection past Brossoit 
just over two minutes later to restore the two-goal lead. 

"I’ve been watching this group all year long. There was never any doubt 
in my mind we were going to come back tonight," Brossoit said. 
"Especially in the second period, we started turning it on and getting 
momentum." 

In an attempt to complete their 10th come-from-behind victory of the 
season, and second by at least two goals, the Golden Knights found a 
way to break through. 

They gave up just one shot on goal from Calgary the entire third period. 
In turn, the Golden Knights got a goal from Zach Whitecloud six minutes 
into the final frame, and William Carrier scored on a scramble in front — 
his 16th goal of the season — to tie it 3-3 with 7:25 remaining. 

It was a combination of the Flames running out of gas and the Golden 
Knights returning to playing their sound defensive structure that has been 
effective not just during this seven-game point streak; but what made 
them one of the best teams in the league at the start of the season. 

Brossoit did the work to start, and his teammates finished for him. Alex 
Pietrangelo knocked in a rebound 42 seconds into overtime off a shot 
from Jonathan Marchessault to complete the rally. 

"You’ve got to be happy for him. It’s not easy what he went through in the 
offseason," Pietrangelo said of Brossoit. "He’s playing good hockey. 
We’re playing good in front of him, but he’s making some big saves when 
we need to." 

Eichel had a goal and an assist, and Shea Theodore extended his point 
streak to five games (two goals, six assists) with the primary assist on 
Eichel's power-play tally. 

The strength of schedule has certainly impacted the Golden Knights 
getting out to this strong start. Days off in-between have also helped 
matters in terms of reps and repetition. 

To say Brossoit has only played well because of facing Chicago and 
Calgary — two teams out of a playoff spot — is accurate, but it's also a 
veteran presence providing solid goaltending at the right time. 

It's also resulted in good goaltending when the Golden Knights haven't 
looked their best in front of Brossoit. 

"We’ve said it, and I think [Brossoit] knew this going into this year: There 
was competition for that spot," coach Bruce Cassidy said. "Probably 
came a little later than he hoped, but here it is." 

However long Brossoit stays on the NHL roster, though, he'll cherish it. 
For as much as he maybe didn't want to be with the Henderson Silver 
Knights, he views it as the best thing for him while trying to work his way 
back to form. 

Pending on Hill's health, Brossoit will get a chance to make a bigger 
impression Saturday against the Dallas Stars, who are chasing Vegas for 
the top spot in the Western Conference. 

It was also a month and a half ago that Dallas came to T-Mobile Arena 
and shut out the Golden Knights, 4-0, in Pete DeBoer's return. 

Whatever happens, Brossoit is just happy to be back where he feels he 
belongs. And this time, he has a chance to prove even more than he 
thought he did. 
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"It was a blessing in disguise maybe for me to be down [in Henderson]. 
Tinker with some things, get healthy and with less of an audience," 
Brossoit said. "When I came back up here, I felt more ready than I ever 
have." 
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Golden Knights take step toward playoff-readiness in hard-fought 
comeback win over Flames 

 

By Jesse Granger 

 

LAS VEGAS — Zach Whitecloud stood in the center of the Golden 
Knights dressing room Thursday night with a giant bag of ice taped to his 
arm and a strong sense of gratification in his eyes after the team’s 
thrilling 4-3 comeback win in overtime versus the division rival Calgary 
Flames. 

Asked about the intensity of the game, he flat-out said, “That was a 
playoff game.” 

It was a critical game in the standings. With a win, the Flames would’ve 
pulled within six points of Vegas as they try to hunt down a playoff spot in 
the final stretch. Instead, the Golden Knights erased a two-goal deficit to 
extend their lead atop the Pacific Division to three points. 

You could feel the importance on the ice. Players for both sides delivered 
booming check after check, rattling the glass at T-Mobile Arena with a 
combined 90 hits. Players were diving in front of shots in desperation, 
totaling 40 blocked shots. Open ice was hard to come by, and most of 
the goals were scored through sheer brute physicality in front of the net. 

A lot was on the line. It wasn’t quite playoff hockey, but it was as close as 
you’ll find in the regular season. 

“That feeling tonight is hard to describe, winning a game like that,” 
Whitecloud said. “I hugged Alec Martinez. That felt like a playoff game. 
You can’t mimic how that feels, and you never forget it.” 

The two points earned were important with the divisional playoff race 
tightening by the day. Only five points separate the top four teams. But 
perhaps more important was the experience Vegas gained in that 
emotional victory over a team fighting for its postseason life. 

“You have to be able to play in those games and function in those 
games,” coach Bruce Cassidy said. “It looked like in the first period that 
we weren’t going to be able to do that, and the game up in Calgary we 
weren’t great in that area. For me to see that part of it is more important, 
almost, than the win, to be quite honest, to be able to get into that type of 
game and be comfortable.” 

Some players are built for this style of hockey. William Carrier was one of 
the Golden Knights’ best skaters from the opening faceoff, constantly 
pushing the pace, finishing checks and generating energy for the group 
even when many of his teammates were finding their legs early. He was 
eventually rewarded with the tying goal with 7:25 to play, shoveling a 
loose puck into the net after a fight for position in front of the crease. 

“It was a playoff game out there,” Carrier said. “It was a big, physical 
game, so you knew it was going to be a greasy (goal).” 

What left the biggest impression on Cassidy, though, was the reactions 
he got from players he wasn’t sure were ready for this. He has worked 
with Michael Amadio and Phil Kessel all season to elevate their compete 

levels. Their ice time has been limited at different stretches for lack of 
physicality along the boards. 

Thursday night both went headfirst into the fight and came out on top. 
Amadio crashed the net while on the power play in the second period, 
screening Flames goalie Dan Vladar while Jack Eichel fired a wrist shot 
to snap the Golden Knights’ 25-power-play goal-less drought. Kessel was 
battling in front of the net on Carrier’s tying goal, occupying sticks and 
allowing his linemate to score. 

“Those aren’t guys that you typically would think would be in those roles, 
but they did a good job with it,” Cassidy said. “Getting the two points is 
obviously what you want, but I was very pleased with the fact that we got 
back in the game by playing hard, matching them hit for hit and winning 
our puck battles.” 

Eichel is another player who stood out. He has yet to play in the playoffs 
in his eight-year career but was one of Vegas’ best skaters Thursday. 
Not only did he get the Golden Knights on the board with a blistering shot 
on the power play, but he also skated well up and down the ice, used his 
size to buy time on the cycle, and set up teammates for chance after 
chance. 

“I think that’s important,” Cassidy said. “You have to be able to win those 
games if you expect to advance. That is a bigger sign for me, in the big 
picture — that we can play in these games with a heavy team.” 

Trailing by two goals heading into the third period, it was also a test of 
patience for a team that has forced things at times this season. Cassidy 
has pleaded with his team to remain within its system and chip away at 
leads rather than try to come back in one shift. Thursday night was a 
valuable lesson in that regard. 

“That was a good example tonight where we all stuck together and we 
stayed patient,” Whitecloud said. “We didn’t cheat the game, and we 
didn’t cheat our systems. You’re not going to get rewarded for it every 
time, and those ones are going to sting. Those happen in hockey, but 
tonight we did get rewarded, and it’s good for us to feel that and know 
how that feels moving forward.” 

The next time they find themselves in this situation — whether that’s in 
another crucial game fighting for playoff position or in the postseason — 
players will draw on memories of this game. 

“Good for them,” Cassidy said. “That’s maturity. I’ve said all along I think 
we are a mature team, and there are some things that we don’t always 
do right, but I’m glad that we bought into that part.” 

It doesn’t get any easier from here. The Golden Knights face teams in the 
playoff chase in seven of their next eight games, including games against 
some of the league’s best in Colorado, Tampa Bay and Carolina. 

“Sometimes that’s a good thing,” said Alex Pietrangelo, who scored the 
overtime winner Thursday. “It kind of prepares you for the playoffs, and I 
thought we were a little bit casual in Chicago, so sometimes it’s good to 
play these hard games to flip that mindset.” 

At times over the past six seasons, the Golden Knights’ ability to thrive in 
a playoff environment has been called into question. The club has 38 
playoff victories over that stretch — third in the NHL, behind only the 
Lightning and Avalanche — but their exits have often been the product of 
an inability to win the hard battles inside. 

Thursday night was a massive step in the right direction, in Cassidy’s 
eyes and the players’ minds. They took big punches from a strong, 
desperate Calgary squad early on and fought back. Performances like 
that can leave a lasting impression on a team. 

“Sometimes you’re going to be on the opposite end of those, and those 
suck,” Whitecloud said. “You come to the rink and it’s still with you. It’s a 
playoff game. When hockey gets this intense and it means this much to 
every single guy in this room, that stuff matters.” 
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Does the Golden Knights’ trade of Shea Weber signal a bigger move? 

 

By Jesse Granger 

Feb 23, 2023 

 

When the Golden Knights traded the remainder of Shea Weber’s contract 
to the Arizona Coyotes on Wednesday afternoon, many in the hockey 
world waited on bated breath for a second domino to fall. 

It’s understandable. The trade deadline is only one week away. It’s the 
time of year when cap-shedding maneuvers by contending teams 
generally signal something bigger in the works, and the Golden Knights 
— who currently sit atop the Pacific Division — aren’t afraid to take big 
swings. 

Dealing Weber and a fifth-round pick to Arizona in exchange for AHL 
defenseman Dysin Mayo certainly qualified as a salary-cap maneuver. 
Vegas already has six strong NHL defensemen, and they immediately 
assigned Mayo to the Silver Knights. 

How does the trade help Vegas’ cap situation? 

Considering Weber’s $7.86 million cap hit was already not counting 
against Vegas’ cap total, with the veteran on long-term injured reserve, 
there’s no immediate benefit. The Golden Knights still have the same 
exact available cap space as they did prior to the trade. With Mark Stone 
and Robin Lehner both on LTIR, that amount is approximately $8.75 
million according to CapFriendly. 

Weber isn’t expected to play again, although he’s not officially retired, but 
still has three more seasons on his contract remaining after this year. 
That’s where this deal makes sense for the Golden Knights. It gives the 
club more cap flexibility in the seasons to come. 

Once a team dips into the LTIR pool, there’s no real consequence of 
going further into it. It’s why you often see teams already using LTIR 
trade for another LTIR contract. With Lehner and Nolan Patrick both on 
LTIR for the entirety of the 2022-23 season, adding Weber’s deal had 
little to no impact. Last June, Vegas was looking to shed Evgenii 
Dadonov’s $5 million cap hit — which does count against the cap — so it 
swapped him for Weber’s, which doesn’t. While Weber’s cap hit is 
actually higher, there was no chance of him returning to play, so that 
trade gained the Golden Knights $5 million in cap space. 

Looking forward, the Golden Knights anticipate that Stone and Lehner 
will both eventually be removed from LTIR before the 2023-24 season, 
and Patrick’s contract expires. To escape LTIR entirely, the club needed 
to move Weber’s contract. 

There are several drawbacks to using LTIR, with the biggest being the 
inability to accrue cap space as the season progresses. Because cap hits 
are calculated daily, every day a team spends underneath the cap ceiling 
accrues cap space. Golden Knights fans will remember Nicolas Roy 
bouncing back and forth from the NHL to AHL in the 2019-20 season as 
the club saved every cap dollar it could. 

It also means that players acquired at the trade deadline cost significantly 
less than their full cap hit. With less than 25 percent of the season to be 
played, teams must only make room for less than a quarter of the 
player’s cap hit. 

For example, according to CapFriendly, the Seattle Kraken have a total 
cap hit of $81.9 million, leaving them only $599,005 in cap space. 
However, at the deadline the Kraken can add up to $2.6 million in cap hit. 

That, along with the cap maneuvers referenced above, allowed Vegas to 
add Alec Martinez, Lehner and Nick Cousins ahead of the 2020 deadline. 

All of these benefits do not apply for teams using LTIR, which is the 
situation the Golden Knights are in this year (even after dealing Weber). 
In order to acquire a big contract at the deadline, they would need to fit 
the entirety of it underneath the cap. However, moving on from Weber’s 
deal means Vegas isn’t guaranteed to operate with these restrictions for 
the next three years, which is certainly worth the fifth-round draft pick 
attached to Weber’s contract in the trade with Arizona. 

Moving on from Weber’s contract also gave the Golden Knights more 
flexibility in the upcoming offseason. Teams are allowed to exceed the 
salary cap in the summer, but only by 10 percent. If the 2023-24 cap 
ends up at the current projection of $83.5 million, that would mean teams 
can’t exceed $91.85 million at any point this summer. 

Vegas has appoximately $80 million in cap hit already allocated for next 
season. With Weber’s contract still on the books, that would put the 
Golden Knights at nearly $88 million, leaving very little wiggle room to 
add contracts. While teams can place a player on LTIR during the 
offseason, it’s less than ideal because it sets their LTIR pool for the 
season and makes maximizing the cap space more difficult. The 
Washington Capitals went through something similar last summer when 
placing Nicklas Bäckström on LTIR, and left approximately $2 million in 
cap space on the table. (Thanks to PuckPedia for help in understanding 
this complex aspect.) 

Simply put: LTIR can make things more complicated and difficult when 
managing the cap. Because there’s a chance Vegas can avoid it entirely 
this summer, moving on from Weber’s deal helps. 

The extra offseason cap space could also make it easier for them to 
trade for a player with term left on his contract prior to the March 3 
deadline. Let’s use Brock Boeser as an example, only because he’s one 
of the highest ranked players on The Athletic’s Trade Board with term 
left. Boeser has two more years with a $6.65 million AAV. With Weber’s 
contract still on the books, Vegas would be over the $91.85 million 
threshold once Stone and Lehner’s contracts came off LTIR, but with 
Weber’s contract out of the way, there would be plenty of room to work. 

Adding a player at the deadline would still mean the Golden Knights 
would have to shed salary this summer, but trading Weber now avoids a 
situation in which they absolutely have to move him — and the price 
could be steeper than a fifth-round pick. 

There are several players seen as potentially available at the deadline 
with multiple years left on their contracts, from Boeser to pending 
restricted free agent Timo Meier, to Blues defenseman Torey Krug — 
who Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman suggested could be available. 

Is Wednesday’s trade a signal that the Golden Knights are trading for 
one of these players? Not necessarily. 

Yes, getting out from under Weber’s deal may make trading for one of 
those players a bit easier down the road, but the fact is, the trade was 
good for Vegas’ cap situation moving forward, regardless of its trade 
deadline plans. 
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VGK Stage Third Period Comeback To Defeat Calgary, 4-3, In Overtime 
Before 17,609 Thursday Night 

 

By Alan Snel 
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Golden Knights season ticket holder and superfan Lan Beyster donated 
$10,000 to Will Carrier’s charity last year and figured the speedy, hustling 
VGK winger would score about ten goals this season. So, she pledged 
$1,000 per Carrier goal this season, figuring she would donate another 
$10,000 or so in 2023. 

Well, Beyster and the rest of the Golden Knights faithful have been in for 
a surprise from Carrier in VGK Year 6. 

Original Misfit Carrier is having a career year with 16 goals, including the 
game-tying tally in period three tonight against Calgary before VGK 
defenseman Alex Pietrangelo scored the winning goal in overtime for the 
Knights’ 4-3 comeback win against division foe Calgary. 

The Knights announced attendance at 17,609 and they watched the VGK 
win their eighth game out of eight contests against Calgary on the 
friendly home ice of T-Mobile Arena off the Strip. 

Calgary had 2-0 and 3-1 leads on Vegas after the Knights awoke from a 
first period slumber and dominated the third period, limiting the Flames to 
a lone shot on goal against VGK netminder Laurent Brossoit in the final 
stanza to tie the game at three apiece thanks to goals by defenseman 
Zack Whitecloud and Carrier. 

Knights coach Bruce Cassidy mentioned after the game that the VGK 
found their legs and became competitive in the second period before 
rallying in the third period. He noted Calgary was trying to get to the finish 
line in the third period with the win, but may have been running out of 
gas. 

When Calgary comes to Las Vegas, they typically strike out. 

The Flame were 0 for seven in Vegas with a goal differential of minus 22 
at the Knights’ home arena going into tonight’s game. 

Let’s take a look at ticket prices for the game. 

The Golden Knights’ own secondary ticket market has the cheapest 
ticket at 30 bucks at AXS: 

StubHub cheapest ticket for VGK vs Flames: 

And Ticketmaster: 

Most in Las Vegas know the Knights’ Triple-A farm club is here in 
Henderson. But what about the Single-A farm hands in the VGK 
organization? Here’s a sweater for the Savannah, Georgia team: 

It’s a tight playoff race in the Western Conference, where the eight teams 
that would qualify for the postseason today are separated by only six 
points. 

Brossoit was in goal for the Knights, with Logan Thompson and Adin Hill 
still injured. 

The Knights started slowly for the 6 PM ESPN game. 

The Flames scored a power play goal and were outshooting Vegas, 16-2 
and 17-4, with about five minutes left in the first period. 

Jakob Pelletier gave the Flames a 1-0 lead and then the Flames struck 
early in period two to grab a 2-0 lead thanks to a goal by Jonathan 
Huberdeau, his 11th of the season. 

The Knights countered with a power play goal by Jack Eichel, his 19th of 
the season and the Flames led, 2-1, late period two. 

But Calgary’s Mikael Backlund restored the Flames’ two-goal advantage 
and Calgary took a 3-1 lead into the final stanza. 

The Knights were buzzing in period three as Whitecloud scored on a nifty 
shot from a short pocket pass from Reilly Smith and the Knights were 
down 3-2 in the final period. 

That set up goals by Carrier and Pietrangelo and the Knights improved 
their Western Conference-leading point total to 75 with a 35-18-5 record. 
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Golden Knights' Zach Whitecloud Gives Motivational Quote After Win 

 

By OWEN KREPPS 

Feb 24, 2023 • 12:42 AM 

 

Zach Whitecloud is going to be a captain in the NHL someday. Perhaps, 
for the Vegas Golden Knights as the 26-year-old has six years left on his 
current contract. When asked about the playoff-like atmosphere that was 
in Thursday night's game against the Calgary Flames, Whitecloud  

The Golden Knights rallied from trailing 3-1 to come back and defeat the 
Flames 4-3 in overtime with Alex Pietrangelo scoring the winner.  

Whitecloud was asked about the team's upcoming schedule and how the 
team is slated to play tough opponents. He responded with an answer for 
the ages postgame with a mini-motivational speech in the VGK locker 
room. 

"You want to be playing the best of the best and want to bring your best 
game every single night. Because you know that every single other team 
that is pushing for the playoffs and trying to gear up is also trying to make 
sure everyone is dialed in, they're doing the exact same thing. So we 
take care of what we're doing and making sure that we've got our stuff 
dialed in, making sure we're doing the right things, at practice and taking 
care of it and executing it in games...  

"I think with mature teams like ours, there's no impatience, right? So it's 
staying patient sticking to your game not getting away from that and not 
opening up the game and trying to get the first two goals back on the first 
shift. That is what good teams and teams that know what their structures 
is and how play to their strengths do. I think that was a good example 
tonight where we all stuck together, stayed patient, didn't cheat the 
game, and didn't cheat our systems..." 

"Not every time you're gonna get rewarded for that. Those ones are 
gonna sting. And those happen in hockey. But tonight you do get 
rewarded for it. And I think it's good for us to feel that and know how that 
feels moving forward. Because sometimes you're going to be on the 
opposite end of those and those suck and then you come to the rink the 
next day and it's still with you because it's a playoff game. You try not to 
take that stuff home with you... but when hockey gets this intense and it 
means so much to every single guy in this room. That stuff matters..." 

"That feeling tonight is hard to describe, winning a game like that. You 
know I hugged Alec Martinez because that felt like a playoff game, and 
you can't mimic how that feels, and you never forget it. So it's awesome," 
said Whitecloud. 

The Golden Knights will practice tomorrow at 11:30 p.m. and play the 
Dallas Stars on Saturday at 7:00 p.m. from inside T-Mobile Arena. 
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Golden Knights Show Resiliency in Epic Game Against Flames 

 

By OWEN KREPPS 

Feb 23, 2023 • 11:45 PM 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights (35-18-5, 75 points) came back from a 3-1 
deficit to defeat the Calgary Flames (27-20-12, 66 points) 4-3 in overtime 
with Alex Pietrangelo scoring the overtime game-winner. The Flames 
have still never won a game at T-Mobile Arena in eight contests. 

Here's how it went down. 

FIRST PERIOD 

With Nicolas Roy injured, Byron Froese got to start the game against his 
former team on the fourth line. 

Paul Cotter won a puck battle and got the biscuit over to Jack Eichel, 
who just fired a shot high and wide. 

Blake Coleman stuck his stick out for a good tip on Nikita Zadorov's shot, 
but Laurent Brossoit closed the wickets. 

Reilly Smith got a step after he received a William Karlsson pass. Dennis 
Gilbert came back and made a strong stick check to prevent the chance. 

CGY PP- Byron Froese was called for hooking Blake Coleman. 

On the powerplay, Andrew Mangiapane got a good look in the slot and 
Laurent Brossoit made a big save. 

CGY PP- The Flames continued to generate momentum after their first 
powerplay. Shea Theodore was then called for holding. 

1-0 CGY GOAL- The Flames muscled in a goal on the powerplay with 
Jakob Pelletier cleaning up a rebound chance. 

The Golden Knights had a chance with Michael Amadio attacking the net, 
but the ref lost sight of the puck and blew the whistle early. 

CGY PP- The Golden Knights took their third penalty of the period with 
Jonathan Marchessault going off for a high stick. 

The Flames closed out the period with the majority of chances and 
leading in shots 18 to 7. 

SECOND PERIOD 

2-0 CGY GOAL- The Flames scored early in the second as Jonathan 
Huberdeau received a pass in the slot from Jakob Pelletier. 

VGK PP- Mackenzie Weegar took a delay of game penalty. 

The Golden Knights continued to pass horribly, and the only quality 
powerplay chance came from Andrew Mangiapane on the other team. 

Paul Cotter was stoned in the slot by the pad of Dan Vladar after Jack 
Eichel hit him with a centering pass driving the net. 

Laurent Brossoit came way out of his crease to stop a rolling puck from 
becoming a breakaway to Elias Lindholm. 

Once again, a pass was just out of reach for a VGK player as Jack 
Eichel's breakaway pass to Jonathan Marchessault just missed. 

CGY PP- Walker Duehr ran into Laurent Brossoit and went off for 
goaltender interference.  

Brayden McNabb didn't like the collision and stirred things up in the 
neutral zone. 

2-1 VGK GOAL- On the powerplay, Jack Eichel ripped a wrist shot on 
from the left circle to score. 

3-1 CGY GOAL- The Flames re-claimed their two-goal lead with Mikael 
Backlund tipping in a shot from Blake Coleman. 

Reilly Smith found Michael Amadio in front of the net but he hit a post on 
his shot attempt. 

THIRD PERIOD 

Play started to open up in the third period with both teams getting rush 
chances back and forth. 

3-2 VGK GOAL- Zach Whitecloud joined a Golden Knights rush, received 
a pass from Reilly Smith, and scored. 

Phil Kessel saw the puck come to him in the slot but his backhand shot 
was denied by Dan Vladar. 

3-3 VGK GOAL- Chandler Stephenson made a slick play to chip a puck 
past Noah Hanifin which eventually led to a Will Carrier goal. 

Just like Chandler Stephenson did a play earlier, Brett Howden stole the 
puck from Chris Tanev and got a quality chance. 

CGY PP- For the third straight game, the Golden Knights took a late 
penalty as Brett Howden was called for a high stick. 

Rasmus Andersson's point shot hit the post on the Flame's powerplay. 
The Golden Knights went on to make the kill. 

Paul Cotter and Jonathan Marchessault both collided with Dillion Dube 
and a referee near the VGK bench.  

OVERTIME 

4-3 VGK GOAL- Jonathan Marchessault's shot hit a post, and Alex 
Pietrangelo cleaned up the rebound for the game-winning goal. 

GOLDEN KNIGHTS NOTES 

The Golden Knights put together a resilient game in a playoff-like 
atmosphere and defeated a division rival. 

With an assist on Jack Eichel's goal, Shea Theodore now has nine points 
in his last six games. 

The Golden Knight's passing game looked weak early with several 
passes missing their targets, being timed poorly, or having unaware 
receivers. 

For whatever reason, the Golden Knights like to take several penalties 
against the Flames. They took six penalties in the second period against 
the Flames on Oct. 18 and three penalties in the first period Thursday 
night. 

Jack Eichel's powerplay goal ended a Golden Knights powerplay drought 
of not scoring on 25 straight attempts. 
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The Vegas Golden Knights (34-18-5, 73 points) will play the Calgary 
Flames (27-20-11, 65 points) a little earlier than usual at 6:00 p.m. 
tonight from T-Mobile Arena. This is the second of four meetings this 
season between the Flames and Golden Knights, who are battling for 
Pacific playoffs points. 

The Golden Knights have collected points in seven straight games and 
have not lost a game in regulation since the return from the All-Star 
Break. The VGK have also never lost a game to the Flames at T-Mobile 
Arena (7-0). 

From practice, the Golden Knights made a couple of roster moves as 
Nicolas Roy and Adin Hill were absent. Hill was seen skating on the other 
practice rink and Byron Froese was recalled in place of Roy. Injured 
defensemen Daniil Miromanov was also on the ice in a blue no-contact 
jersey. 

Laurent Brossoit is confirmed to be the starter tonight and Michael 
Hutchinson will back him up. 

The Golden Knights made their first trade for the deadline season 
Wednesday as they traded Shea Weber's contract and a fifth-round pick 
to the Arizona Coyotes for Dysin Mayo. The trade deadline is eight days 
away, on March 3, 2023. 

What to Watch For 

Fourth Line Adjusts 

The Golden Knights remaining fourth line players of Brett Howden and 
Keegan Kolesar will have to adjust to Roy being out of the lineup. This 
line has been stellar for the VGK as of lately with Howden scoring three 
points in his last five games and Kolesar four in his last five. 

Shea Stars 

Similarly, since his return to the lineup, Shea Theodore has been 
instrumental in the Golden Knights success and offense from the blue 
line. Theodore is currently on an seven-game point streak and has eight 
points in his last five games. 

Brossoit's Back 

The Golden Knights were unable to get a win for Laurent Brossoit on 
Tuesday after he made his first NHL start since March of last season. 
Brossoit stopped 37 of 39 shots and lost in the shootout to the 
Blackhawks. The VGK now have another opportunity tonight to get LB 
his first win of the season. 
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Several housekeeping things to mention for the Vegas Golden Knights 
before their 6:00 p.m. game against the Calgary Flames tonight. 

First, the Golden Knights have recalled forward Byron Froese from the 
Henderson Silver Knights in place of Nicolas Roy, who was absent from 
practice Thursday morning. Head coach Bruce Cassidy labels Roy as 
day-to-day with a lower-body injury. 

Adin Hill, who did not dress for the team's last game in Chicago worked 
by himself on the other rink as he continues to recover from what 
Cassidy called "a little bump" that he had from his last game against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Dysin Mayo, who was acquired by the team on Wednesday was 
expectedly not at practice as he has already been assigned to the 
Henderson Silver Knights. 

Finally, Daniil Miromanov, who has been out since Dec. 31 with a lower-
body injury, skated with the team in a blue no-contact jersey. 
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Goalie Goal 
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The Vegas Golden Knights have made a trade to seemingly gear up for 
another trade, a VGK prospect scored a goalie goal, and other teams are 
also gearing up for the NHL Trade Deadline on March 3rd.  

The Golden Knights will play the Calgary Flames tonight at 6:00 p.m. at 
home. We will likely get an update on the status of Adin Hill at practice 
this morning. New member of the Golden Knights organization, Dysin 
Mayo is not expected to be at VGK practice considering he was assigned 
to the Silver Knights. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Vegas: The Golden Knights have made a trade to lighten up their LTIR 
cap load. Dysin Mayo is a Golden/Silver Knight. 

Injury Update: They have also placed Mark Stone on LTIR and Daniil 
Miromanov on IR in anticipation of the trade deadline. 

Sportsnet: In the latest 32 Thoughts, Elliotte Friedman speculated about 
the Golden Knights trading for Torey Krug. 

Opinion: Why the Golden Knights should avoid trading for rental players 
like Patrick Kane at the deadline. 

For all of VHN's trade deadline content, check out our trade roundup 
page.  

Trade: The Ottawa Senators have traded Nikita Zaitsev to the Chicago 
Blackhawks. 

Pittsburgh: The Pittsburgh Penguins could be interested in trading for 
Luke Schenn. 

Vancouver: Brock Boeser is being linked to the Minnesota Wild.  

Boston: An update on the Boston Bruins situation with Vladislav 
Gavrikov. 

Washington: The Capitals are listening to offers on pending UFA 
defenseman Dmitry Orlov. 

Injury Updates: Cale Makar is seemingly back with the Colorado 
Avalanche and so is Anthony Duclair of the Florida Panthers. 
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