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Hurricanes use strong penalty killing, goaltending of Antti Raanta to take 4-0 victory 
By Chip Alexander 

Antti Raanta was mugged after the Carolina Hurricanes’ 4-0 
win Friday over the Ottawa Senators. 

Mugged in a good way, that is. 

The Hurricanes’ postgame Storm Surge turned into a mass 
hug of sorts for the veteran goalie after his 32-save shutout, 
his third of the season, as his teammates chased him down 
and swarmed around him. 

“I think the last time for that was in 2013 when we won the 
Finnish championship,” Raanta said, smiling. “But I kind of 
knew they were going to come at me.” 

Canes fans at PNC Arena loved it. They also were chanting 
his name as Raanta was named the game’s first star as the 
Hurricanes (39-10-8) won their fifth straight game. 

“Most of the credit goes to him,” defenseman Brady Skjei 
said. “He was phenomenal tonight.” 

The combination of Raanta’s play and strong, aggressive 
penalty killing was the difference in a game that had the 
Canes jump to a 2-0 lead in the first seven minutes — on 
goals by Brent Burns and Seth Jarvis — but then turn into 
more of a slog. But the Hurricanes got the hard work done, 
killing off all five penalties and a 5-on-3 power play by 
Ottawa (27-26-4) early in the second period. 

The Canes’ final penalty kill also was critical. It came in the 
third period after defenseman Calvin de Haan was called for 
tripping. Moments after the kill, Martin Necas scored his 23rd 
of the season for a 3-0 lead. 

Skjei had the final goal, whipping a shot the length of the ice 
for an empty-net score after the Sens pulled goalie Cam 
Talbot. 

“These guys have lost 10 games all year,” Sens coach D.J. 
Smith said. “To come in here, with their ability, you’re going 
to have to win the special teams. Our power play, the 5 on 3, 
we’ve got to find a way to score. Score there and you’ve got 
them on their heels but we didn’t create enough.” 

Raanta faced just seven shots in the first as the Canes 
unloaded 17 against Talbot, playing his first game since Jan. 
25. Raanta stopped a breakaway in the first by Julien 
Gauthier, a former Canes first-round draft pick, then denied 
Alex DeBrincat on another breakaway in the second. 

Raanta, 12-0-1 in his last 13 decisions. had 25 stops in the 
final two periods, making several high-quality saves.  

“Best player on the ice tonight,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. 

It also helped that the Canes shutdown line of Jordan Staal, 
Jordan Martinook and Jesper Fast contained the Sens’ 
dangerous Tim Stützle line that has Brady Tkachuk and 
Claude Giroux on the wings. The Stützle line combined for 
10 shots, a few dangerous, but could not beat Raanta. 

“They’re a good line and hard to play against, but playing 
against Jordo’s line is really tough,” Skjei said.  

Burns scored 3:48 into the game after Jarvis was shoved into 
Talbot and both landed in the net. Burns got off a high, heavy 
shot from the slot for his 12th goal of the season. 

“I was so scared to look up,” Jarvis said. “I didn’t know what 
was going on. I was in the net and I knew play was still going 
on, and I wasn’t about to show face.  

“I saw on the replay it was probably a good couple of inches 
over my head, thankfully. (Burns) said he didn’t look up, so 
he didn’t even know I was in the net.” 

Jarvis picked up his 13th goal after Andrei Svechnikov won a 
board battle and got the puck to Sebastian Aho. Talbot made 
an initial stop on Jarvis but the winger gathered in the loose 
puck and scored his fifth in four games. 

Necas scored off a Svechnikov pass in the third. Svechnikov, 
who finished with two assists, had a plus-4 plus/minus rating 
for the second straight game. 

Raanta took it from there for the Canes, who host the 
Anaheim Ducks on Saturday. 

“We got the two points and we move on,” Brind’Amour said. 
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What’s a shutout between friends? Antti Raanta’s third of the season meant the most 
By Luke DeCock 

As the time wound down on Antti Raanta’s third shutout of 
the season, he wasn’t thinking about the celebration to 
come, when his Carolina Hurricanes teammates would pile 
upon him at the end of their Storm Surge. 

He was happier for his two visiting Finnish friends, who were 
far more unsettled before Friday’s game than Raanta ever is. 

“They’ve been nervous because they’ve been living in my 
house,” Raanta said. “They try to stay away from me on the 
game days, but obviously it was nice to get a win for them 
also.” 

Friday’s 4-0 win over the Ottawa Senators might not have 
been the most demanding shutout of Raanta’s career but it 
was certainly one of the weirdest. The Hurricanes were only 
up 2-0 despite dominating the first period — Raanta saw only 
one shot in the first 10 minutes — then went on a herky-jerky 
special-teams roller-coaster with penalty after penalty. 

By the end of it, Raanta had two pucks slide across the 
crease between him and the goal line and go out the other 
side, and the Senators dinged each post on either side of 
him. As Tom Barrasso used to say, “Now I have to stop the 
ones going wide?” 

But when Brady Tkachuk had a point-blank power-play look 
midway through the third, Raanta stood tall and took it right 
in the chest, perhaps the best of his 32 saves. 

“Raants was really good and kept us in there and we got the 
two points and we’ll move on,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. 

They’ve been doing that — taking the two points and moving 
on — a lot lately. The Hurricanes have now won five straight 
by an aggregate 21-6 score — one of those, you may have 
heard, was played outside — and 12 of their past 13. Raanta 
hasn’t lost in regulation since November, winning 11 of his 
past 12 starts. 

And when a goalie’s on a heater like that, nobody wants to 
be the guy who gets in the way. Or in this case, guys. 

Raanta’s childhood friends Ville and Pekka came over for the 
Stadium Series game, missing a connection in New York the 
night before and showing up just in time to get stuck in traffic 
that afternoon. They were cashing in a hole-in-one jackpot 
Ville won at Raanta’s golf tournament — a trip to the States 
to see an NHL game — back in the summer of 2020, while 
Raanta was busy in the Edmonton playoff bubble with the 
Arizona Coyotes. 

They came to town last year when Raanta’s wife surprised 
him by bringing several of his friends over — “I got back from 
Buffalo at 1 a.m. and four guys are sitting in my living room,” 
Raanta said, “and I was like, this is not fun” — but this was 
the official fulfillment of the COVID-delayed prize trip. 

After the outdoors game they went bowling and played golf 
and enjoyed the Hurricanes’ Sunday-Monday extended 
weekend off, and they had no skin in the game when 
Frederik Andersen was in net outdoors against the Capitals 
or indoors against the St. Louis Blues on Tuesday. On Friday 
night, when he got the start, Raanta said the visiting Finns 
suddenly felt the walls closing in, which made the way things 
ended all the better. 

“It’s always nice to have them here,” Raanta said. “I think 
they’re more nervous about the game when I’m playing than 
myself. It was kind of nice to get a shutout in front of those 
guys. Maybe they can relax now a little bit. They don’t have 
to drink so many beers before the game.” 

Ville and Pekka are headed back to Finland on Monday, after 
Saturday’s home game against the Anaheim Ducks, but 
between the Stadium Series, the weather and their relieved 
host’s Friday shutout, they certainly got good value for their 
trip. 
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NHL trade deadline bold predictions: One pick for all 32 teams 

Sharks star winger Timo Meier traded to the Blues? Ducks 
mainstay goalie John Gibson on the move, as well? And 
Blackhawks future Hall of Famer Patrick Kane going to the 
Rangers … or the Stars or Oilers? 

This week, The Athletic asked its NHL staff for their bold 
predictions ahead of the March 3 trade deadline, and those 
are just a few of the fun — and sometimes contradictory — 
scenarios we heard in response. 

Here’s one pick for each team. 

Anaheim Ducks 

John Gibson will get traded: Do I think Gibson will really be 
traded? Nah. He’s a big-money goalie with four years 
remaining on his contract, and goalie trades are hard to 
make at the deadline anyway. Still, a 41-save effort for a 
woeful club to beat Washington on Thursday shows how he 
could get a new lease on his career with another team. 
Could a goalie-needy contender convince itself to take the 
chance? The contract makes it unlikely, but we’re talking 
about bold predictions here. — Eric Stephens 

Arizona Coyotes 

After all this time, we finally get a Jakob Chychrun deal: With 
Chychrun lingering on trade boards for two years now, it’s 
reasonable to ask, what would be the bolder prediction? That 
he does finally get traded? Or that no one meets the 
Coyotes’ asking price — again — and he’s back in an 
Arizona uniform by next weekend? Sentiment was starting to 
build this past week for the latter scenario — and that the 
Coyotes might be prepared to hang onto Chychrun if they 
can’t get what they want. It’s the longest game of chicken 
we’ve seen in quite some time in the NHL, but it does feel as 
if somebody is going to blink by Friday — if only because if a 
contender deals for Chychrun this week, it will have him for 
three playoff runs before he becomes an unrestricted free 
agent; and if they wait until summer, then it’s only two years 
of team control. Logically, the price a team would be willing 
to pay in July would be less than they’d willing to pay today. 
— Eric Duhatschek 

Boston Bruins 

The Bruins win the deadline by sitting it out: The Bruins have 
already made their moves, acquiring Dmitry Orlov and 
Garnet Hathaway on Thursday in a trade that fills all of their 
remaining roster holes. They’d prefer not to trade prospects 
like Fabian Lysell or Mason Lohrei, who are not far away 
from making the NHL. Their roster is ready to win the Cup as 
is. — Fluto Shinzawa 

Buffalo Sabres 

The Sabres trade a second-round pick: General manager 
Kevyn Adams has said he won’t hit fast forward on the 
Sabres’ rebuilding plan, so the idea of them trading a first-
rounder or top prospect for a big deadline prize seems like a 

stretch. So I’ll go with the mildly bold prediction that Adams 
will part with one of the team’s three second-round picks. To 
this point in the year, he has only made one in-season 
addition (claiming Tyson Jost). He’s been patient, but with 
the Sabres still in the hunt, moving one of the second-
rounders to bolster the defense would be worthwhile. He 
may even get a bargain, depending on how the market plays 
out. — Matthew Fairburn 

Calgary Flames 

The Flames are buyers — even if they’re out of playoff 
position: We know what the Flames’ needs are: a scoring 
winger and a depth defenseman. And we know that general 
manager Brad Treliving is more likely to give his team more 
resources if it happens to be in a playoff spot than not. So 
does that mean if the Flames aren’t in the field after 
Thursday’s game against the Maple Leafs, he’ll stand pat? 
The prediction here is that won’t be the Treliving’s approach. 
He has a reputation for kicking tires on available players, and 
if he feels his team can make a push without him breaking 
the bank or spending too much draft/prospect capital, he 
could jump on some adds. — Julian McKenzie 

Carolina Hurricanes 

They trade for Capitals winger Tom Wilson: Do I think it will 
happen? No. But could it? It fits the Hurricanes’ mold. After 
the Capitals stamped themselves as sellers by dealing 
Dmitry Orlov and Garnet Hathaway to Boston on 
Wednesday, it’s worth kicking the tires on one of the league’s 
unicorn players. Wilson is big, intimidating and a three-time 
20-goal scorer. Furthermore, he’s a former Plymouth Whaler 
— the OHL team owned by former Hurricanes owner Peter 
Karmanos Jr., with which Carolina has a long history. 
Wilson’s cap hit, just shy of $5.17 million for this year and 
next, would fit now and next season, and he would put to rest 
any concerns about the Hurricanes’ toughness. — Cory 
Lavalette 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Patrick Kane remains with the Blackhawks: Every sign over 
the past few months has been pointing to Kane asking for a 
trade. It’s been a miserable season for him in a lot of ways. 
But as we get closer and closer to the deadline and his top 
choice, the Rangers, has become somewhat less of a 
possibility, Kane could very well decide to remain with the 
Blackhawks through the deadline. He seems to have been 
kicking the can down the road on a decision for weeks. The 
longer that happens, the less likely he moves on. — Scott 
Powers and Mark Lazerus 

Colorado Avalanche 

They don’t add a top-six forward: The Avalanche never 
replaced Nazem Kadri at 2C, but J.T. Compher has had a 
career year in the role this season and has built chemistry 
with star winger Mikko Rantanen. Meanwhile, center options 
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have evaporated from the market, with Bo Horvat (Islanders) 
and Ryan O’Reilly (Maple Leafs) off the board and Jonathan 
Toews set to remain in Chicago. The Avalanche have limited 
trade chips, so this could be a year to avoid any major 
moves and instead rely on injured players to get healthy. 
Perhaps this prediction changes if a center with term 
becomes available, but for now, my sense is the Avalanche 
look more at depth additions than splashy ones. — Peter 
Baugh 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Vladislav Gavrikov won’t be the only defenseman traded: 
The Blue Jackets’ defense remains a muddled mess, and 
this season has provided no real clarity. Help is on the way. 
The Blue Jackets (and others) are quite optimistic about their 
prospects, but they need a bridge to those players. Maybe 
David Jiricek can help them in 2023-24, but the others will 
take at least a year longer. The Blue Jackets do have plenty 
of bodies back there, though, including a plethora of right-
shot, right-side players. Adam Boqvist, Jake Bean, Andrew 
Peeke and Nick Blankenburg would all be in a battle for the 
right side of the second pair next season. Don’t be surprised 
if general manager Jarko Kekalainen thins the herd at the 
deadline. — Aaron Portzline 

Dallas Stars 

They trade for Patrick Kane: Under general manager Jim Nill, 
the Stars aren’t known for splashy trade deadline moves, but 
landing a player (and name) of Kane’s caliber would qualify. 
The Stars are not willing to part with premium draft picks or 
prospects, but Kane’s situation is unique because of his no-
movement clause. Chicago doesn’t have as much leverage 
as a team usually would with that sort of talent. That opens 
things up for acquiring him for cheaper and could allow the 
Stars to be players. It all comes down to what Kane’s wishlist 
looks like. — Saad Yousuf 

Detroit Red Wings 

The Red Wings … buy?: This would have been almost 
unthinkable just a month ago, but with a huge post-All-Star-
break surge, the Red Wings are right in the thick of a playoff 
race and no longer look like deadline sellers. In fact, could 
they buy? Don’t expect Detroit to go nuts or for rentals on a 
team that still may or may not make the playoffs, but it’s 
been a long time since the Red Wings were in this position, 
and getting to the postseason would mean a lot to both their 
players and fans. It probably won’t be a huge splash, but if 
Detroit can make a move to bolster their playoff push, it 
would add to the momentum. — Max Bultman 

Edmonton Oilers 

They trade for Patrick Kane: The Oilers would love to add 
Erik Karlsson, but they believe that trade will be too complex 
to pull off right now. So how about Patrick Kane? He’d be 
much easier to acquire as a rental, and with more salary 
retention. The Oilers have been interested in Kane since 
before the season. They have visions of using him next to 
the NHL’s top two scorers, Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl. Talk about a high-event line. Kane has a full no-
movement clause, so whether he becomes an Oiler is his 
choice. But Edmonton exec and former longtime teammate 

Duncan Keith just might have a say in the matter, too. — 
Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

Florida Panthers 

Their big move just happened: It took guts for the Panthers 
to hold out Anthony Duclair as long as they did, even though 
he was recovering from an Achilles injury. They waited long 
enough, though, to be able to fit him under the cap without 
trading away another significant piece. Now the 31-goal 
scorer is back on the top line, and a surging team has added 
a legitimate top-six piece. — Sean Gentille 

Los Angeles Kings 

They’ll get a goalie: Much of the trade chatter floating around 
the Kings has been about their pursuit of a left-shot 
defenseman. Talks with Arizona about Jakob Chychrun 
haven’t produced an agreement on a swap. Others are 
available. Getting one would be a big move, but it’s been 
long-rumored. Trading for a goalie, on the other hand, is 
bold, given they’ve made the push for a Pacific Division title 
with Pheonix Copley. While Copley gave them stability in net 
when they desperately needed it, the 31-year-old doesn’t 
steal games. Maybe this balanced club doesn’t need that in a 
wide-open Western Conference, but a move for someone 
with that kind of potential in a playoff series would be a bold 
strike for general manager Rob Blake. — Eric Stephens 

Minnesota Wild 

Matt Dumba won’t be traded: Of course he won’t. It’ll be his 
last stand. And quite frankly, Dumba shouldn’t be. If he’s not 
getting the Wild back something of substance, they can’t 
afford to discard the player with the most five-on-five minutes 
on the team and somebody currently playing his best hockey 
of the season. Sure there will always be a few “Oh crap” 
Dumba moments in games, but he’s their most competitive, 
energetic defenseman, and with Jonas Brodin banged up, 
one would think dealing Dumba is nonsensical at this point. 
— Michael Russo 

Montreal Canadiens 

They hang on to Joel Edmundson: The reality is the 
Canadiens will be forced into being decidedly unbold ahead 
of the deadline, and perhaps keeping Joel Edmundson won’t 
be seen as being bold, but his injury status has severely 
depressed the market for him and the Canadiens feel no 
pressure to trade him with another year left on his contract. 
So chances are good he stays and the Canadiens look to 
move him at next season’s deadline. — Arpon Basu 

Nashville Predators 

They trade two core players: It’s been so long since David 
Poile did anything but buy at the deadline, a pivot to selling is 
a bold projection in itself. But with Ryan Johansen lost for the 
season and this team in no shape to make a run, it could and 
should happen. The two players most likely to be moved are 
Mattias Ekholm and Nino Niederreiter. Nino may be new, but 
he’s also been a solid top-six producer all season. — Joe 
Rexrode 

New Jersey Devils 

They whiff on Timo Meier but get another impact forward: 
The Devils are the favorite in the Meier race, but what if that 
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doesn’t happen? That’s bold, right? I’m predicting that 
another team ups its offer — maybe the Hurricanes or a 
team outside the contender conversation, like St. Louis or 
Detroit — and New Jersey has to look elsewhere for help up 
front. Maybe Adam Henrique or Brock Boeser instead? — 
Shayna Goldman 

New York Islanders 

They do nothing (again): The Islanders are in the thick of a 
playoff race and could still go either direction. They have a 
lack of assets to dangle if they want to add to the group, 
particularly after the Bo Horvat trade. They also don’t have 
many pending unrestricted free agents. Scott Mayfield and 
Zach Parise are both too valuable if the team wants to stay in 
the race, and there might not be much of a market for goalie 
Semyon Varlamov, who has a 16-team no-trade list anyway. 
They made a big move already, of course, but for the second 
straight season, the Islanders could have a very quiet 
deadline day. — Kevin Kurz 

New York Rangers 

They trade for Patrick Kane: Is it still bold to say that? 
Probably not. But it will take some guts to rework the edges 
of the roster to make part of Kane’s $10.5 million cap hit fit, 
and then there’s the question of whether adding Kane gives 
the Rangers too many high-end skill guys and not enough 
glue guys. Whatever. Kane wants to come to New York and 
has pretty much since we this was one of our preseason bold 
predictions, so general manager Chris Drury will find a way. 
— Arthur Staple 

Ottawa Senators 

They trade Jakob Chychrun: I know you’ve been sick of 
hearing about the Senators’ never-ending search for a top-
four defenseman. But at some point, it has to happen. And 
trading of Nikita Zaitsev was done to clear out some cap 
space for this team, so let’s get super bold and say Ottawa is 
the team that lands Chychrun. I think it’s going to cost them a 
first-round pick, a top prospect and another high-end piece. It 
just feels like the Senators are going to make an aggressive 
move here, and I say they try swinging for the fences. It 
would certainly be a bold move for a team that is not 
currently in a playoff spot and still has a significant uphill 
battle to get there. — Ian Mendes 

Philadelphia Flyers 

James van Riemsdyk gets moved for a third-round pick: It’s 
not exactly a bold prediction in the classic sense, but I’m not 
expecting the Flyers to make any particularly bold moves at 
the deadline, beyond selling off their expiring contracts (my 
guess is the bold moves will come in the offseason). So let’s 
guess exactly what van Riemsdyk will bring back. I’m going 
to wager that his $7 million cap hit will keep the Flyers from 
bringing back a second-round pick (which his production 
would warrant) but they’re able to nab a third from some 
team looking for a secondary-scoring boost. Not quite a 
dramatic infusion of draft assets, but it’d be better than 
trading away a first-round pick to jettison him, as they would 
have had to do last summer. — Charlie O’Connor 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

They trade Brian Dumoulin: General manager Ron Hextall 
doesn’t want to punt on the season. But with the Penguins 
fighting for a playoff spot and struggling, he’ll at least 
consider “selling” Dumoulin, an impending unrestricted free 
agent who could help a Cup contender as a depth 
defenseman and top penalty killer. Dumoulin could command 
a mid- to low-round pick for a GM who loves stockpiling draft 
selections. — Rob Rossi 

San Jose Sharks 

The Sharks and Oilers find a way: The Oilers are the only 
team that has been linked to Erik Karlsson repeatedly this 
season. The belief here is there is a path to a deal and a 
willingness to do one from all parties involved, but how much 
money the Sharks will retain is the main hurdle. Both sides 
might need to get really creative, but Karlsson with Connor 
McDavid and Co., could alter the balance of power in the 
West. — Corey Masisak 

Seattle Kraken 

They play spoiler to division opponents: There hasn’t been 
too much smoke about what the Kraken could do at the 
deadline, so it’s tough to be bold here. No approach seems 
entirely surprising, because management will probably be 
measured with whatever they do. Maybe the bold take is that 
they play spoiler and get in the Golden Knights’ way, 
preventing them from making a splashy addition so they can 
better take advantage of their division. — Shayna Goldman 

St. Louis Blues 

They trade two first-round picks for Timo Meier: Whatever 
you want to call it, the Blues are rebuilding. General manager 
Doug Armstrong acknowledges that, but he wants the 
process to go as swiftly as it did in L.A. — not New Jersey 
and Detroit. One approach to speed it up, he’s said, is 
bringing in a player in the 24- to 26-year-old age range who 
fits in with the core. Enter San Jose’s Timo Meier. The cost 
would be a couple of first-round picks and perhaps a top 
prospect, not to mention an expensive, long-term contract for 
Meier. But the Blues have reached out to the Sharks, and 
they do have the compensation available. — Jeremy 
Rutherford  

Tampa Bay Lightning 

They trade for Sam Lafferty: The Lightning, per usual, don’t 
have much cap space. They don’t have the first-round picks 
to dangle for someone like Blake Coleman or Brandon 
Hagel, as they have in previous years. But Lafferty is the 
kind of player who fits the mold of what they need — and has 
one more year on his contract at $1.15 million. What makes 
it bold is they’d move a rostered player to make it work, 
potentially former first-rounder Cal Foote. — Joe Smith 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

The Leafs trade for another defenseman: OK, fine: It’s not 
bold at all! But it is necessary. The Leafs don’t have Jake 
Muzzin around anymore, which leaves them without one of 
their go-to guys for checking top lines and playing difficult 
minutes in the playoffs. Ideally, they would add someone 
capable of handling Muzzin’s old (and very challenging) 
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minutes. If not, it’s likely they at least add someone with 
more heft and physicality for playoff hockey. — Jonas Siegel 

Vancouver Canucks 

They don’t trade any more notable players with term: Luke 
Schenn is an obvious candidate to get dealt as an 
unrestricted free agent. Beyond that, there has been a lot of 
speculation around names like Brock Boeser, Tyler Myers, 
J.T. Miller, Conor Garland and Thatcher Demko, who all 
have contracts beyond this season. It can be difficult to move 
non-rentals at the trade deadline, so our guess is that the 
Canucks will have to do most of that work in the summer. — 
Harman Dayal 

Vegas Golden Knights 

They don’t trade for Patrick Kane: When Mark Stone was 
placed on long-term injured reserve, opening plenty of cap 
space for the Golden Knights to add at the trade deadline, 
many looked directly at Kane. In The Athletic’s latest season 
predictions poll, Vegas was the second-favorite for Kane’s 
landing spot behind only Chicago, but I just don’t see the fit. 
Yes, the Golden Knights could use a top-nine winger, but 
Kane’s 200-foot game (or lack thereof) doesn’t match coach 
Bruce Cassidy’s system. Trading more future assets for a 
rental who I don’t think puts Vegas over the top wouldn’t 
make sense. Signing a 34-year-old player on the decline to a 
long extension would make even less. I don’t think Kane 
ends up in Vegas. — Jesse Granger 

Washington Capitals 

They part with a prized prospect: You could say the Caps 
already made a bold move by dealing veterans Dmitry Orlov 
and Garnet Hathaway to Boston an hour before a “must win” 
game over the last-place Ducks, which they lost 4-2. But my 
sense is that general manager Brian MacLellan is just getting 
started. To me, the next potential bold move might involve 
parting with former first-rounders Connor McMichael and/or 
Hendrix Lapierre, the Nos. 2 and 3 prospects in 
Washington’s pool, per colleague Scott Wheeler. Yes, the 
Caps are trying to get younger. But they’re also trying to 
kickstart an aggressive roster retool, which means adding 
NHL-proven players to the Alex Ovechkin-led roster — not 
those who still require on-the-job training. — Tarik El-Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets 

Winnipeg will add an impact forward no one thought was 
available: I struggled with this one. My initial draw is to say 
the Jets add a big, mid-20s second-line forward with term on 
his contract. That’s a clear need; I’m not sure it constitutes 
“bold.” Logan Stanley and the Rangers’ fifth-round pick for 
James Van Riemsdyk, who immediately signs an extension? 
Ville Heinola and a 2024 third-round pick for Josh Anderson? 
If we’re talking about a player no one thinks is available, 
though: How about Christian Dvorak? — Murat Ates 
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Hurricanes strike early, Raanta gets 3rd shutout in win over Senators 
Carolina won its fifth straight 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — The Hurricanes opened with a ferocious first 15 
minutes and left the rest to their goalie. 

Carolina got two goals in the first 6½ minutes and Antti 
Raanta made 32 saves for his third shutout of the season in 
a 4-0 win Friday over the Senators in front of a standing-
room crowd of 18,788 at PNC Arena. 

“A lot of credit to him,” Hurricanes defenseman Brady Skjei 
said of Raanta. “Probably most of the credit to him. He was 
phenomenal tonight.” 

The win was the Hurricanes’ fifth straight and the 15th 
straight game in which Carolina got at least a point when 
Raanta was in net. 

“When we got back from the bye week, I think the first game 
wasn’t what we wanted,” Raanta said of the team’s 6-2 loss 
to the Rangers on Feb. 11. “And after that, we’ve just tried to 
stick with our game, and it’s been working pretty well.” 

The formula of late has been to jump on teams early. 
Carolina has outscored opponents in the first period in each 
of the last four games, and it took only about a third of the 
first period to jump out to a 2-0 lead. 

The Hurricanes scored 3:48 into the game when the top line 
entered the offensive zone with possession and Sebastian 
Aho passed to Seth Jarvis as he drove to the crease. Jarvis 
was shoved into Senators goalie Cam Talbot — who made 
26 saves in his first game since being injured Jan. 25 — and 
the net by Ottawa’s Alex DeBrincat. 

The puck kicked out to Brent Burns between the top of the 
circles, and he dangled into the slot and fired the puck over 
both Talbot and Jarvis for a 1-0 lead. 

“I was so scared to look up,” Jarvis said of his too-close-for-
comfort seat for the goal. “I didn’t know what was going on. I 
was in the net, I knew the play was still going on. … I saw on 
the replay it was probably a good couple inches above my 
head.” 

Then Jarvis put the puck, instead of himself, in the net 2½ 
minutes later. 

He and Andrei Svechnikov won a puck battle in the corner 
and the puck went to Aho, who feathered a pass past Ottawa 
defenseman Travis Hamonic to Jarvis in front. Talbot 
stopped Jarvis’ initial shot, but the second-year winger got 

his own rebound and stuffed it in for his 13th goal of the 
season and fifth in four games to give Carolina a 2-0 lead at 
6:29. 

“I put one on net and sometimes, probably before, it’d 
probably kick the other way,” said Jarvis, who has seven 
points in his last four games after having just 24 in the 
season’s first 53 games. “But it kicked right back to me, and I 
was able to score the rebound.” 

Carolina outshot Ottawa 17-7 in the first period, but penalties 
— four in a nine-minute stretch that started late in the 
opening frame — slowed the Hurricanes’ momentum. 

Raanta and the team’s penalty kill rose to the occasion, 
preventing the Senators from scoring on all five of their 
opportunities — including 41 seconds of 5-on-3 time at the 
start of the second — to improve to 19 for 21 in their last 
seven games. 

“The PK stepped up,” said Skjei, who logged 4:53 of his 
team-high 23:03 on the kill. “They have a really skilled power 
play, and (we) did the job and they didn’t come up with 
anything. 

The Hurricanes delivered the death blow with just under 
eight minutes left in the game. After serving a tripping 
penalty, Carolina defenseman Calvin de Haan stepped up in 
the neutral zone to intercept a Senators’ pass. He dumped 
the puck in and Martin Necas shoved it behind the net. 

Senators defenseman Erik Brannstrom wheeled the puck 
around the boards, but Svechnikov collected it and quickly 
zipped a pass cross ice to Necas for a one-timer that went in 
for his 23rd goal of the year and a 3-0 lead at 12:34 of the 
third. 

Skjei added a rink-length empty-net goal with 3:30 for his 
11th goal, and all that was left was for Carolina to secure the 
shutout for Raanta. 

“There’s probably going to be a game where you’re going to 
be losing,” Raanta said of being 12-0-2 in his last 15 
appearances. “But obviously if you can keep winning, it’s 
always fun.” 

Notes: Svechnikov was plus-4 for the second straight game, 
becoming the second player in franchise history and first 
since Eric Staal in 2010 (April 6 and April 8) to accomplish 
the feat. … Svechnikov also has eight points (two goals, six 
assists) in his last four games. … Ten different Hurricanes 
took a faceoff. … Raanta’s save percentage jumped from 
.902 to .908. 
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Recap: Canes, Raanta Shut Out Senators 
Veteran netminder posts his third perfect performance of the 
season, stopping all 32 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes opened a back-to-
back set of games on the right foot, blanking the Ottawa 
Senators by a score of 4-0. 

The Story 

A key component to the Canes' success all season long has 
been scoring first and forcing the opposition to play from 
behind. Tonight was no different. 

Just 3:48 in Brent Burns gave his team the first goal for the 
league-leading 38th time in 57 games, capitalizing on 
Senators netminder Cam Talbot being down and out in the 
play. Ottawa forward Alex DeBrincat pushed Seth Jarvis into 
his own goalie, allowing Burns to extend his point streak to 
five games with relative ease. 

Then, just 2:41 later, Jarvis went from being in the net 
himself to putting the puck there. 

Giving Carolina a 2-0 lead, it also extended the line of 
Sebastian Aho, Andrei Svechnikov, and Jarvis' scorching run 
to a total of 19 combined points in four games since they 
were placed together. 

While Carolina was dominant in the opening 20 minutes, and 
those two goals would be the only ones on the board, Ottawa 
turned the tide of the contest in the second. Entering the 
contest with the league's fourth-best power play, their man 
advantage was offered three attempts alone during the first 
10:42 of the middle stanza. 

However, Tim Gleason's units were able to keep the visitors 
off the board, thanks in large part to Antti Raanta. 

After the Canes had claimed 12 of the game's first 14 shots, 
Ottawa then put 28 of the contest's next 43 onto the veteran 
netminder, claiming all of the momentum. 

Despite the fact that they remained down 2-0 after two, their 
push continued into the third. 

As Raanta remained steady, it was Carolina who would claim 
the third and eventual fourth goals in the contest. An 
unforced error by Ottawa in their own end allowed 

Svechnikov to set up Martin Necas for a one-time drive, and 
later Brady Skjei would hit the empty net to close out the 
contest. 

And when the final horn sounded, the scoreboard showed 32 
stops for Raanta and a fifth consecutive win for the 
Metropolitan Division's leaders. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour providing his assessment of the contest... 

"It was a good start. It enabled us to have an iffy rest of the 
game, to be quite honest. When you can get ahead you don't 
have to chase the game. We got into penalty trouble and that 
was what turned the game the other way. But Rants was 
really good. He kept us in there, we got the two points, and 
now we move on." 

Antti Raanta speaking on the team's now five-game win 
streak... 

"When we got back from the bye week, the first game (the 6-
2 loss to the Rangers) wasn't what we wanted. Since then 
we've just tried to stick to our game plan and it's been 
working pretty well... It's been nice being home again and 
having some games here." 

Seth Jarvis discussing his recent hot streak and what's gone 
well for him... 

"It's fun. It's nice. Even on the goal, I put one on net and 
other times it might have kicked to the corner, but this one 
kicked right back to me and I was able to score. Things like 
that have worked well for me. As a whole, I think my game, 
forechecking-wise, especially, has upped and that's resulted 
in me scoring." 

Bonus Notes 

 The Canes advance to 39-10-8 with the victory. 

 Antti Raanta's perfect game is his third since 
December 27. He is 12-0-2 since mid-November. 

What's Next? 

The Canes get right back to game action on Saturday night 
at PNC Arena as they welcome the Anaheim Ducks to town. 
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Raanta makes 32 saves, Hurricanes blank Senators for 5th straight victory 
By Kurt Dusterberg  

Recap: CAR 4, OTT 0 

Antti Raanta saved all 32 shots on goal, Martin Necas, Seth 
Jarvis, Brent Burns, and Brady Skjei scored, leading the 
Hurricanes to a 4-0 win 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Antti Raanta made 32 saves for the 
Carolina Hurricanes in their fifth straight win, 4-0 against the 
Ottawa Senators at PNC Arena on Friday. 

It was Raanta's 18th NHL shutout and third of the season. 
He is 9-0-1 at home this season and 11-0-1 in his past 12 
games (11 starts), including shutouts in consecutive games 
Dec. 27 against the Chicago Blackhawks and Dec. 30 
against the Florida Panthers. 

"'Rants' made a couple of huge saves. He was, in my 
opinion, the best player on the ice tonight," Carolina coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said. 

Brent Burns scored, and Andrei Svechnikov and Sebastian 
Aho each had two assists for the Hurricanes (39-10-8), who 
are 14-1-1 in their past 16 games and have outscored 
opponents 66-34. 

"We're going through a stretch where we're getting our 
chances and they're going in," Brind'Amour said. "I don't 
know that we've done anything differently." 

Cam Talbot made 26 saves after missing nine games with a 
lower-body injury for the Senators (27-26-4), who have lost 
two in a row and are 1-2-1 in their past four games. 

"In the second and third period, we pushed and played as 
well as I thought we could," Ottawa coach D.J. Smith said. 
"But we [lost] the game in the first period. Take nothing away 
from them. They're a good team." 

Burns gave Carolina a 1-0 lead at 3:48 of the first period. 
After Ottawa forward Alex DeBrincat pushed Seth Jarvis into 
Talbot, taking both into the net, Burns skated down the slot 
and scored on a wrist shot past the diving goalie. 

Jarvis made it 2-0 at 6:29 when he drove across the crease 
and scored on his own rebound at the right post. He has five 
goals in his past four games after scoring twice in the 
previous 23. 

"I put one on net and before it would probably kick the other 
way, but it kicked right back to me and I was able to score on 
the rebound," Jarvis said. "My game as a whole, and 
forechecking-wise especially, has really [improved], and 
that's what is resulting in me scoring." 

Martin Necas extended it to 3-0 at 12:34 of the third period 
with a one-timer from the edge of the left face-off circle after 
receiving a pass from Svechnikov, and Brady Skjei scored 
an empty-net goal at 16:30 for the 4-0 final. 

Carolina was 0-for-2 on the power play and 5-for-5 on the 
penalty kill. Raanta made nine saves while short-handed, 
including a one-timer by DeBrincat from the left circle 38 
seconds into the second during a 5-on-3. 

"[The penalty kill] was huge," Raata said. "We know that they 
have skillful players, and they move the puck really well. 
Guys were doing a great job taking backdoor passes away, 
and when I had the shot, I was able to see it." 

After being outshot 17-7 in the first, the Senators outshot the 
Hurricanes 25-13 over the final two periods. 

"I think everybody is frustrated," Ottawa defenseman 
Thomas Chabot said. "At this point, we want to win games, 
we want to get in the mix. But you've still got to take some 
positive. The last 40 minutes were the way we play and 
that's the way we have success. Obviously, we couldn't find 
the back of the net." 

Raanta made 12 saves in the third, including two on Brady 
Tkachuk at the top of the crease at 10:58 and 11:17 on a 
power play. 

"When it's 2-0, you don't want to let any goals in because 
then it's going to get even tighter," Raanta said. "Obviously, 
the last couple minutes you start yelling a little bit more to 
take the guys out. You try to focus on the next shot and hope 
the clock runs out really quickly." 

NOTES: Carolina is 10-for-10 on the penalty kill in its past 
three games; Ottawa is 15-for-15 in its past four. ... Raanta is 
the third goalie in Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers history with a 
home point streak of 10 or more games, joining Martin 
Gerber (13 games in 2005-06) and Cam Ward (12 games in 
2008-09). He has 30 wins in 49 games with Carolina, the 
third-fewest needed to reach 30 wins in franchise history, 
behind Frederik Andersen (40) and Gerber (42). … Burns 
extended his point streak to five games (two goals, five 
assists). ... Svechnikov and Aho each have 14 multipoint 
games this season, including three in the past four. … 
Ottawa defenseman Jake Sanderson had one hit and one 
blocked shot in 17:17 of ice time after missing five games 
with a lower-body injury. Defenseman Nick Holden had one 
shot on goal and two hits in 13:31 after missing four games 
with an undisclosed injury. ... Jaccob Slavin played his 559th 
NHL game, tying Justin Faulk for the second-most games 
played by a defenseman for the Hurricanes since relocating 
in 1997-98. Glen Wesley (729) is first. 
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Raanta blanks Senators as Hurricanes win 5th straight 
By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Antti Raanta made 32 saves for his 
third shutout in 21 appearances this season, and the 
Carolina Hurricanes beat the Ottawa Senators 4-0 on Friday 
night. 

Brent Burns, Seth Jarvis, Martin Necas and Brady Skjei 
scored in Carolina’s fifth straight win and 12th in 13 games 
overall. Andrei Svechnikov and Sebastian Aho each had two 
assists. 

“It’s nice when you get a good game and you feel you did 
your part,” said Raanta, who has won in five consecutive 
outings. 

The Senators were blanked for the second time this season, 
and they went back-to-back games without a team point for 
the first time in more than a month. Those games were 
against the NHL’s top two teams, losing 3-1 at Boston on 
Monday. 

Senators goalie Cam Talbot, who returned after a nine-game 
absence with a lower-body injury, stopped 26 shots. 

Raanta has secured a team point in a franchise-record 14 
consecutive decisions (12-0-2). 

“He was, in my opinion, the best player on the ice,” 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

Ottawa peppered Raanta with 25 total shots across the last 
two periods. 

“Second and third periods, (we) played hard and had lots of 
chances but their goalie was really good,” Senators coach 
D.J. Smith said. 

The Burns goal was unconventional, with Jarvis cradled in 
the goal after he was pushed into Talbot. The shot from 
Burns whizzed past Jarvis’ head 3:48 into the first period for 
his 12th of the season. 

“I was so scared to look up,” Jarvis said. “I didn’t know what 
was going on. I was in the net. I knew the play was still going 
on.” 

Then Jarvis got his 13th goal at 6:29, handling the puck in 
front of the net before beating Talbot. 

Carolina outshot Ottawa 12-1 in the first 10 minutes. 

“It enabled us to kind of have an iffy rest of the game,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

Necas increased the Hurricanes’ lead with 7:26 left, shortly 
after Carolina killed off Ottawa’s fifth power play of the game. 
Skjei scored into an empty net with 3:30 remaining. 

The Hurricanes began the second period by finishing a 
penalty kill and then committed three penalties in the first 
nine minutes of the period. But Ottawa came up empty, even 
with some time with a 5-on-3 advantage. 

“Guys were doing an amazing job there taking those 
backdoor passes away,” Raanta said. “When they had the 
shot, I was able to see it.” 

The Senators arrived with the league’s fourth-best power 
play but couldn’t solve the Hurricanes, who have gone three 
straight games without allowing a power-play goal. 

“The 5-on-3, we’ve got to find a way to score,” Smith said. “If 
you score there, you got them on their heels.” 

FRIEND TO FOE 

Former Carolina prospect Julien Gauthier played his second 
game with the Senators after a trade from the New York 
Rangers. He had Ottawa’s best scoring chance in the first 
period on a breakaway stopped by Raanta. 

Gauthier has not registered a point in four career games 
versus the Hurricanes. 

WORTH NOTING 

The Hurricanes, who were without a power play for the first 
time this season Tuesday vs. St. Louis, had a first-period 
chance. ... Ottawa had a restored blue line as defensemen 
Jake Sanderson and Nick Holden were back on the ice after 
missing five and four games, respectively, with injuries. ... 
The teams will meet twice more, with both those games in 
April. 

UP NEXT  

Senators: Saturday night at Montreal. 

Hurricanes: Saturday night vs. Anaheim to end a five-game 
homestand
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Carolina looks to keep win streak going, hosts Anaheim 
Anaheim Ducks (18-34-7, eighth in the Pacific Division) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (39-10-8, first in the Metropolitan 
Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Saturday, 7 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK NHL LINE: Hurricanes -421, 
Ducks +328; over/under is 6.5 

BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes will try to keep a 
five-game win streak going when they host the Anaheim 
Ducks. 

Carolina has a 21-6-2 record in home games and a 39-10-8 
record overall. The Hurricanes have a 14-2-0 record in 
games they score one or more power-play goals. 

Anaheim has an 18-34-7 record overall and a 9-18-6 record 
on the road. The Ducks have a 9-18-3 record when they 
commit more penalties than their opponent. 

The teams meet Saturday for the second time this season. 
The Ducks won 4-3 in overtime in the last meeting. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Sebastian Aho has 25 goals and 28 
assists for the Hurricanes. Seth Jarvis has six goals and two 
assists over the last 10 games. 

Frank Vatrano has scored 15 goals with 14 assists for the 
Ducks. Mason McTavish has three goals and one assist over 
the last 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 9-1-0, averaging 4.2 goals, 
6.6 assists, 3.3 penalties and 6.9 penalty minutes while 
giving up two goals per game. 

Ducks: 3-5-2, averaging 2.6 goals, 4.4 assists, 5.4 penalties 
and 15.4 penalty minutes while giving up 4.2 goals per 
game. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), Jake 
Gardiner: out (hip/back), Max Pacioretty: out (achilles). 

Ducks: Adam Henrique: out (lower body), Urho 
Vaakanainen: out (lower-body), Jamie Drysdale: out 
(shoulder), John Klingberg: day to day (lower body), John 
Moore: out (undisclosed), Anthony Stolarz: out (lower body). 
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Canes, Raanta blank Senators for fifth-straight win 
The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Ottawa Senators 4-0 
Friday night at PNC Arena. 

By Ryan Henkel  

The Carolina Hurricanes just kept rolling as they shutout the 
Ottawa Senators 4-0 Friday night for their fifth-straight win. 

The two biggest factors for the Hurricanes in the win was 
goaltending and the penalty kill. 

In terms of goaltending, Raanta has been incredibly 
consistent for the Hurricanes with a 15-2-3 overall record. In 
fact, the Finnish netminder hasn’t even lost a game in 
regulation since November 12 against the Colorado 
Avalanche.  

“In my opinion, he was the best player on the ice,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

In that stretch, he’s 12-0-2 and currently holds the longest 
point streak by a goaltender in franchise history. 

“I haven’t really thought about it,” Raanta said on his point 
streak. “I saw the record after the last game on Wardo’s 
night. But you really don’t focus too much on that. There’s 
probably going to be a game where I’m losing, but if we can 
keep winning, it’s always fun. Guys have been bailing me out 
a few times and you just try to do your job and help the team 
to get the two points.” 

Raanta’s shutout — the 18th of his career — also tied him for 
the team lead with Pyotr Kochetkov at three.  

“You kind of look up and see the score there,” Raanta said 
on his shutout. “When it’s 2-0, you really don’t want to let any 
goals in because then it’d get even tighter, but in the last 
couple of minutes, you maybe start yelling a little bit more to 
the guys to take the guys out and stuff like that. But you still 
try to focus on the next shot and just hope the clock runs out 
really quickly.” 

Shockingly, Frederik Andersen has yet to register a shutout 
this season. 

The penalty kill was the other key for the Canes as the team 
went 5-for-5 when down a man, including killing off 42 
seconds of a 5-on-3 with Jordan Staal in the box. 

“We got into penalty trouble and that was really what turned 
the game for us the other way, but Rants was really good 
and kept us in there,” Brind’Amour said. 

Coming into the game, the Senators had the fourth best 
power play in the league (25.7%), but the Hurricanes’ fifth-
best penalty kill (82.5%) proved the superior. 

“The PK stepped up,” Skjei said. “They have a really skilled 
power play and the PK did it’s job.” 

The Hurricanes hit the ice with some pep in their step and 
took it to the Senators early, picking up the first score 3:48 
into the game. 

The Canes came down the ice on the rush, but Alex 
DeBrincat upended Seth Jarvis into his own netminder 
leaving the net unprotected. 

With Ottawa netminder Cam Talbot and Jarvis down in the 
net, Brent Burns picked up the puck, skated it between the 
circles and tossed it into the open net. 

“I was so scared to look up,” Jarvis said. “I didn’t know what 
was going on. I was in the net but the play was still going on 
and I was like, ‘I’m not going to show face,’ and then I saw 
on the replay that it was a couple of inches above my head.” 

Due to the fact that Jarvis was put there by the opponent, the 
goal counted and no challenge came from the Sens’ bench. 

“They knew what happened,” Brind’Amour said on the goal. 
“Jarvy was in there because their guy tripped him. That’s 
incidental at that point.” 

Not long after that goal, Jarvis was involved in another and 
this one was all his.  

Sebastian Aho found Jarvis unmarked in front of the net and 
the young winger put a shot into Talbot, but managed to 
corral the rebound and slide it home.  

“I put one on net and sometimes, probably before recently, it 
would have kicked the other way, but it kicked back to me an 
I was able to score the rebound.” 

“Overall, I think my game as a whole - and forechecking-wise 
especially - has really upped and I think that’s resulted in me 
scoring.” 

The second period changed the pace of the game as the 
Hurricanes couldn’t stay out of the penalty box, but Raanta 
and the PK came through. 

“You’re kind of in it in the moment,” Skjei said. “The rhythm 
of the game gets thrown off. But once you’re killing the 
penalty, when you get another one you don’t want that to 
happen, but you just stay with it and keep doing your job.” 

It wasn’t until late into the third period that Carolina found 
some breathing room as Svechnikov found Martin Necas for 
a one-timer blast to pad the lead. 

Skjei iced the game with a long-range empty netter to seal 
the Canes’ win. 

Carolina will be back on the ice less than 24 hours later as 
they host the Anaheim Ducks on Saturday night. Keep on 
eye on the ice conditions as there will be a noon tip-off NC 
State basketball game earlier in the day as well.
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Wolves Tip Griffins 5-4 in OT 
The Chicago Wolves opened a set of three games in three 
days with a thrilling 5-4 victory over the Grand Rapids 
Griffins in overtime Friday night in Michigan. 

Anttoni Honka notched the game-winner in OT, Max Lajoie 
scored twice and Jack Drury and Griffin Mendel had goals to 
lead the Wolves to their sixth win in their last eight games. 
Ronan Seeley and Ryan Suzuki each added two assists for 
the Wolves, who will host the Tucson Roadrunners at 
Allstate Arena on Saturday and Sunday, respectively. 

On Friday, the Wolves controlled the play throughout the 
opening period and held a 14-7 shot advantage but when the 
dust settled, the Griffins held a 2-0 lead on goals by Alex 
Chiasson and Joel L’Esperance. 

Early in the second, the Wolves exploded for three goals in a 
span of 1 minute, 8 seconds to seize the lead. 

First, Lajoie cruised through the slot and redirected a shot by 
Nathan Sucese past Grand Rapids goaltender Victor 
Brattstrom. Sucese and Logan Lambdin each recorded 
assists on Lajoie’s sixth goal of the season. 

The Wolves struck again :35 seconds later when Drury 
ripped a wrist shot from the top of the left circle that sailed by 
Brattstrom to the glove side to tie the game at 2-2. Josh 
Melnick picked up an assist on Drury’s seventh goal of the 
season. 

Mendel’s fifth goal of the season just :33 later put the Wolves 
in front. The defenseman carried the puck from deep in his 
own end, stickhandled through traffic into the offensive zone 
and unleashed a shot from the top of the left circle that 

solved Brattstrom to the stick side. Seeley and Vasily 
Ponomarev were awarded assists. 

The Griffins knotted the score at 3-3 when Danny O’Regan 
scored with less than a second remaining in the second. 

Lajoie’s second goal of the game put the Wolves in front 
early in the third. The captain’s long shot found the back of 
the net thanks to a screen in front by teammate Joseph 
LaBate. Seeley and Suzuki picked up assists. 

Grand Rapids answered again on a goal by Dominik Shine to 
even the score at 4-4 and that’s the way it stood when 
regulation ended. 

After killing a penalty early in overtime, the Wolves got the 
extra point when Honka weaved his way into the Griffins 
zone and wired a wrister past Brattstrom. The goal was 
Honka’s fourth of the season and was assisted by Suzuki 
and Mackenzie MacEachern. The two helpers extended 
Suzuki’s points streak to seven games (two goals, eight 
assists). 

Pyotr Kochetkov (19 saves) recorded the win in goal for the 
Wolves while Brattstrom (38 saves) suffered the loss for the 
Griffins. 

The Wolves improved to 21-23-3-2 while Grand Rapids fell to 
21-25-2-2. 

Up next: The Wolves will host the Tucson Roadrunners on 
Saturday (7 p.m.; My50 Chicago, AHLTV). It will be Faith and 
Fellowship Night. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article272555712.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article272553208.html 

https://theathletic.com/4249881/2023/02/25/nhl-trade-deadline-bold-predictions/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2023/02/hurricanes-strike-early-raanta-gets-3rd-shutout-in-win-over-senators/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-raanta-shut-out-senators/c-341460502 
https://www.nhl.com/news/ottawa-senators-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-341331572 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-montreal-martin-necas-seth-jarvis-0f1079b0c2f074beef009466442b8bae 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-athlete-injuries-north-carolina-tar-heels-seth-jarvis-aeb7c1bd1e6f401791ef28f3f8f7dea8 

https://www.canescountry.com/2023/2/24/23614380/carolina-hurricanes-raanta-blank-ottawa-senators-for-fifth-straight-win-svechnikov-aho-jarvis-
skjei 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2023/02/24/wolves-tip-griffins-5-4-in-ot/ 
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What’s a shutout between friends? Antti Raanta’s third of the season 
meant the most 

 

Staff Report 

Associated Press 

5-6 minutes 25/02/2023 

 

Raleigh 

As the time wound down on Antti Raanta’s third shutout of the season, 
he wasn’t thinking about the celebration to come, when his Carolina 
Hurricanes teammates would pile upon him at the end of their Storm 
Surge. 

He was happier for his two visiting Finnish friends, who were far more 
unsettled before Friday’s game than Raanta ever is. 

“They’ve been nervous because they’ve been living in my house,” 
Raanta said. “They try to stay away from me on the game days, but 
obviously it was nice to get a win for them also.” 

Friday’s 4-0 win over the Ottawa Senators might not have been the most 
demanding shutout of Raanta’s career but it was certainly one of the 
weirdest. The Hurricanes were only up 2-0 despite dominating the first 
period — Raanta saw only one shot in the first 10 minutes — then went 
on a herky-jerky special-teams roller-coaster with penalty after penalty. 

By the end of it, Raanta had two pucks slide across the crease between 
him and the goal line and go out the other side, and the Senators dinged 
each post on either side of him. As Tom Barrasso used to say, “Now I 
have to stop the ones going wide?” 

But when Brady Tkachuk had a point-blank power-play look midway 
through the third, Raanta stood tall and took it right in the chest, perhaps 
the best of his 32 saves. 

“Raants was really good and kept us in there and we got the two points 
and we’ll move on,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

They’ve been doing that — taking the two points and moving on — a lot 
lately. The Hurricanes have now won five straight by an aggregate 21-6 
score — one of those, you may have heard, was played outside — and 
12 of their past 13. Raanta hasn’t lost in regulation since November, 
winning 11 of his past 12 starts. 

And when a goalie’s on a heater like that, nobody wants to be the guy 
who gets in the way. Or in this case, guys. 

Raanta’s childhood friends Ville and Pekka came over for the Stadium 
Series game, missing a connection in New York the night before and 
showing up just in time to get stuck in traffic that afternoon. They were 
cashing in a hole-in-one jackpot Ville won at Raanta’s golf tournament — 
a trip to the States to see an NHL game — back in the summer of 2020, 

while Raanta was busy in the Edmonton playoff bubble with the Arizona 
Coyotes. 

They came to town last year when Raanta’s wife surprised him by 
bringing several of his friends over — “I got back from Buffalo at 1 a.m. 
and four guys are sitting in my living room,” Raanta said, “and I was like, 
this is not fun” — but this was the official fulfillment of the COVID-delayed 
prize trip. 

After the outdoors game they went bowling and played golf and enjoyed 
the Hurricanes’ Sunday-Monday extended weekend off, and they had no 
skin in the game when Frederik Andersen was in net outdoors against 
the Capitals or indoors against the St. Louis Blues on Tuesday. On 
Friday night, when he got the start, Raanta said the visiting Finns 
suddenly felt the walls closing in, which made the way things ended all 
the better. 

“It’s always nice to have them here,” Raanta said. “I think they’re more 
nervous about the game when I’m playing than myself. It was kind of nice 
to get a shutout in front of those guys. Maybe they can relax now a little 
bit. They don’t have to drink so many beers before the game.” 

Ville and Pekka are headed back to Finland on Monday, after Saturday’s 
home game against the Anaheim Ducks, but between the Stadium 
Series, the weather and their relieved host’s Friday shutout, they 
certainly got good value for their trip. 

Never miss a Luke DeCock column. Sign up at tinyurl.com/lukeslatest to 
have them delivered directly to your email inbox as soon as they post. 
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Hurricanes use strong penalty killing, goaltending of Antti Raanta to take 
4-0 victory 

 

Chip Alexander 

5-6 minutes 25/02/2023 

 

Raleigh 

Antti Raanta was mugged after the Carolina Hurricanes’ 4-0 win Friday 
over the Ottawa Senators. 

Mugged in a good way, that is. 

The Hurricanes’ postgame Storm Surge turned into a mass hug of sorts 
for the veteran goalie after his 32-save shutout, his third of the season, 
as his teammates chased him down and swarmed around him. 

“I think the last time for that was in 2013 when we won the Finnish 
championship,” Raanta said, smiling. “But I kind of knew they were going 
to come at me.” 
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Canes fans at PNC Arena loved it. They also were chanting his name as 
Raanta was named the game’s first star as the Hurricanes (39-10-8) won 
their fifth straight game. 

“Most of the credit goes to him,” defenseman Brady Skjei said. “He was 
phenomenal tonight.” 

The combination of Raanta’s play and strong, aggressive penalty killing 
was the difference in a game that had the Canes jump to a 2-0 lead in 
the first seven minutes — on goals by Brent Burns and Seth Jarvis — but 
then turn into more of a slog. But the Hurricanes got the hard work done, 
killing off all five penalties and a 5-on-3 power play by Ottawa (27-26-4) 
early in the second period. 

The Canes’ final penalty kill also was critical. It came in the third period 
after defenseman Calvin de Haan was called for tripping. Moments after 
the kill, Martin Necas scored his 23rd of the season for a 3-0 lead. 

Skjei had the final goal, whipping a shot the length of the ice for an 
empty-net score after the Sens pulled goalie Cam Talbot. 

“These guys have lost 10 games all year,” Sens coach D.J. Smith said. 
“To come in here, with their ability, you’re going to have to win the special 
teams. Our power play, the 5 on 3, we’ve got to find a way to score. 
Score there and you’ve got them on their heels but we didn’t create 
enough.” 

Raanta faced just seven shots in the first as the Canes unloaded 17 
against Talbot, playing his first game since Jan. 25. Raanta stopped a 
breakaway in the first by Julien Gauthier, a former Canes first-round draft 
pick, then denied Alex DeBrincat on another breakaway in the second. 

Raanta, 12-0-1 in his last 13 decisions. had 25 stops in the final two 
periods, making several high-quality saves. 

“Best player on the ice tonight,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

It also helped that the Canes shutdown line of Jordan Staal, Jordan 
Martinook and Jesper Fast contained the Sens’ dangerous Tim Stützle 
line that has Brady Tkachuk and Claude Giroux on the wings. The Stützle 
line combined for 10 shots, a few dangerous, but could not beat Raanta. 

“They’re a good line and hard to play against, but playing against Jordo’s 
line is really tough,” Skjei said. 

Burns scored 3:48 into the game after Jarvis was shoved into Talbot and 
both landed in the net. Burns got off a high, heavy shot from the slot for 
his 12th goal of the season. 

“I was so scared to look up,” Jarvis said. “I didn’t know what was going 
on. I was in the net and I knew play was still going on, and I wasn’t about 
to show face. 

“I saw on the replay it was probably a good couple of inches over my 
head, thankfully. (Burns) said he didn’t look up, so he didn’t even know I 
was in the net.” 

Jarvis picked up his 13th goal after Andrei Svechnikov won a board battle 
and got the puck to Sebastian Aho. Talbot made an initial stop on Jarvis 
but the winger gathered in the loose puck and scored his fifth in four 
games. 

Necas scored off a Svechnikov pass in the third. Svechnikov, who 
finished with two assists, had a plus-4 plus/minus rating for the second 
straight game. 

Raanta took it from there for the Canes, who host the Anaheim Ducks on 
Saturday. 

“We got the two points and we move on,” Brind’Amour said. 
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Hurricanes, with cap space and prospects to dangle, can’t sit tight at 
trade deadline 

 

Staff Report 

Associated Press 

6-7 minutes 24/02/2023 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes have cap space to spare, prospects to dangle 
and figure their first-round pick will essentially be an early second if 
everything goes as planned. They’ve never been in a better position to 
make a move at next week’s trade deadline. 

But five years of the new regime has made it clear the Hurricanes under 
Tom Dundon and Don Waddell aren’t the kind of team that jumps at 
trade-deadline rentals at inflated prices. They’re more likely to move for 
core players on longer-term contracts, like the 2020 swoops for Vincent 
Trocheck and Brady Skjei. 

For a contending team, and one that needs some upgrading, as the 
Hurricanes do after Max Pacioretty went from late addition to late 
subtraction, that creates a bit of a quandary a week before the trade 
deadline. The one pure rental that made the most sense for the 
Hurricanes given the value for the price, winger Vladimir Tarasenko, 
already went from the Blues to the New York Rangers. 

The one sort-of rental that makes the most sense, San Jose forward 
Timo Meier and his 31 goals, won’t go cheap. His contract — he’s due a 
$10 million qualifying offer next season, but the Hurricanes could sign 
him to a long-term deal for less if they acquired him — isn’t the obstacle 
for the Hurricanes it is for some teams, with the Pacioretty contract 
coming off the books this summer. The price may be more of an 
obstacle. 

The Hurricanes would be willing to move top prospects Jack Drury or 
Scott Morrow in the right deal, but probably not both — and Alexander 
Nikishin, who’s under contract in Russia through 2025, is untouchable 
after the big, mean, stay-at-home defenseman they thought they drafted 
in the third round in 2020 turned into a big, mean, two-way point producer 
in the KHL. They’re willing to wait on Nikishin. Jackson Blake, who’s had 
an explosive freshman year at North Dakota, might also have some 
value. 

Their first-round pick is expendable, but that’s still just the beginning of a 
package for Meier, who would essentially be a like-for-like replacement 
for Pacioretty. 

Patrick Kane gets to pick his spot and his underlying analytics this 
season have been terrible, but he’s an unquestioned star. Would he be 
worth it as a pure rental? 

The player who makes the most sense is Detroit center Dylan Larkin, but 
the Red Wings haven’t given up on re-signing him and he has a no-trade 
clause and even as a rental the price would be astronomical. But if 
there’s a deal to be made there, Larkin is only 26 and — again, signed to 
a long term deal here — would give the Hurricanes an elite 1-2-3 punch 
at center for years to come. 

More likely, as with Trocheck and Skjei, the best deal is the one that 
nobody’s talking about, a player with years left on his contract who’s not 
publicly available but fits the Hurricanes needs both now and down the 
road. (Impending restricted free agent Pierre-Luc Dubois, who apparently 
wants out of Winnipeg?) But those are tricky to pull off in the offseason, 
let alone at the deadline. The Hurricanes have cap space and trade 
assets, though, so it’s not impossible. 

There’s also the need for a left-shot depth defenseman with some 
offensive pop as a change of pace from Calvin de Haan, but that’s an 
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easier deal to make and a rental isn’t out of the question there. Still, it 
needs doing. 

Meier and Larkin would both represent instant improvement not just now 
but potentially for the next few years, extending the Hurricanes’ window 
to contend. But whoever it is — one of the top public targets or a mystery 
man — standing idle isn’t an option. It would have been fine if Pacioretty 
were healthy, but he’s not, and the Hurricanes have as good a chance to 
win the Stanley Cup this season as anyone. 

They stood pat in 2021, doing nothing, and it nearly burned them in the 
first round when they almost didn’t have the defensive depth to get past 
Nashville, let alone Tampa Bay, before goaltending let them down. They 
added Max Domi in 2022, a minor move that paid off in one big game but 
had little impact beyond that in what turned out to be a disappointing 
playoff campaign, when their offense let them down. 

Despite stellar regular-season results against the Bruins, they’re still 
going to have to find a way past Boston (again) to reach the heights this 
team can attain. Leaving all this cap space unused when they have a 
chance to add someone isn’t going to help with that. 

Never miss a Luke DeCock column. Sign up at tinyurl.com/lukeslatest to 
have them delivered directly to your email inbox as soon as they post. 
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Five Carolina Hurricanes storylines to watch as they head down the 
stretch 

 

Cory Lavalette 

10-12 minutes 24/02/2023 

 

The Hurricanes erased any concerns that there’d be a letdown following 
a memorable — but busy — week with a take-care-of-business 4-1 win 
over the Blues on Tuesday. 

It would’ve been understandable if Carolina hit a speed bump given all 
the fervor and anticipation of the events leading up to and including 
Saturday’s Stadium Series game. 

The Hurricanes won their dads/mentors trip game in D.C. last Tuesday 
and on Cam Ward’s team Hall of Fame night at home two days later 
against the Canadiens, both in the immense shadow of the looming 
outdoor game. On Saturday, Carolina dispatched the Capitals in front of 
a crowd of nearly 57,000 at NC State’s Carter-Finley Stadium to tie a 
nice bow on one of the biggest weeks in Hurricanes history. 

Now, it’s back to the slog. After the win over St. Louis, Carolina will play 
its final 26 games in 48 days starting with Friday’s visit from the Ottawa 
Senators. 

There are still things to play for and dates to watch, but what happens the 
rest of the regular season will be quickly forgotten once the playoffs 
begin. Still, the results in the postseason could very well be determined 
by what goes down in the next seven weeks. 

Here are five things the Hurricanes can do to sharpen their blade in the 
next 26 games with the hopes of being the last team standing in late 
June. 

Embrace the chase 

Despite being 28-4-3 since ending a five-game losing streak on Nov. 26, 
the Hurricanes haven’t yet run away with the Metropolitan Division. 

That’s because both the Rangers (23-9-5) and Devils (21-11-5) have also 
played at a 100-point pace during that stretch. 

“It might be a blessing just to keep us having to win and keep going,” 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said of the success of their Metro 
foes. 

So Carolina enters Friday’s game against Ottawa three points ahead of 
the Devils and nine up on the Rangers with two games in hand on each 
— a comfortable lead but in no way insurmountable. 

“The saying ‘win the day’ is definitely a big thing around here,” 
defenseman Brady Skjei said. “We had a ton of fun this last week with all 
the events and stuff, but we’ve gotta get to get back to winning. You look 
around the league and especially our division, everyone seems to be 
winning. So we’ve got to stay with it and keep playing our hockey.” 

Which brings us to the Bruins, who have all but been handed the 
Presidents’ Trophy since they started the season 19-3-0. But if the 
Rangers and Devils still have the runway to take aim at the Hurricanes, 
why can’t Carolina look up in the standings and make a run at Boston? 

The Bruins, with 93 points and one fewer game remaining than Carolina 
after Wednesday’s comeback win in Seattle, are nine points up on the 
Hurricanes for the top spot in the Eastern Conference (and the NHL, for 
that matter). If we’re buying that the Rangers, at nine points back with 
two more games played, can potentially track down Carolina in the 
Metro, shouldn’t we also consider that the Hurricanes could catch the 
Bruins? 

“Boston’s ahead of us and, obviously, we want to be first,” forward Andrei 
Svechnikov said. “Everyone knows that, and we’re gonna try to catch 
them.” 

Both teams have similar schedules the rest of the way. Just nine of 
Boston’s 25 remaining games are against teams in playoff position 
through Thursday’s games, while it’s 11 of 26 for Carolina. The 
Hurricanes’ remaining games are equally split between home and road 
— 13 each — while the Bruins have 13 on the road to 12 at home. 

Deadline dealers 

The NHL trade deadline is next Friday, and the Hurricanes have yet to 
make a move. We do know, however, that they have identified their 
needs. 

Since the season-ending injury to Max Pacioretty, it’s been assumed 
Carolina will use its wealth of cap space — more than $10 million — to 
add an impact forward. 

“If we could add a forward to our group, potentially a player that can have 
some impact on our game, I think that would be a great addition,” GM 
Don Waddell said this month. 

Carolina has been mentioned as being in on most of the big names 
available, whether it’s San Jose’s Timo Meier or Chicago’s Patrick Kane. 
Furthermore, owner Tom Dundon told Daily Faceoff’s Frank Seravalli that 
he and the front office are considering being more aggressive than past 
deadlines. 

Does that mean we should expect Meier or Kane in a Hurricanes sweater 
in the next week? My gut tells me no. But Waddell and Co. are crafty and 
often zig when others expect them to zag. Why wouldn’t Carolina ask 
about Washington’s Tom Wilson, a longtime villain at PNC Arena, if the 
Capitals are selling? 

The Hurricanes could also use more defensive depth, whether that’s an 
upgrade on the third pairing or just a steady player who can jump into the 
lineup if there is an injury. 

“Obviously, defense is an area if we could get another depth guy that 
could play in our group or have an insurance policy,” Waddell said. 

I wouldn’t expect anything dramatic here. For one, Jalen Chatfield has 
been a revelation in the third pairing this season, and he and Calvin de 
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Haan have played their best hockey of late. A veteran like Anaheim’s 
Dmitry Kulikov could be a reasonable fit. 

But Waddell was also quick to point out how well the team has been 
playing and that chemistry is always a consideration. 

“You don’t want to mess up things too much if you got something good 
going right now,” he said. 

The players also don’t seem too concerned about it. 

“It’s up to management — up to Don, up to Tom,” Skjei said. “We’re here 
to win hockey games. If we add someone, great. If we don’t, that’s out of 
our control. So we’re just here to play.” 

Martin Necas added: “I feel like we’re a pretty good team and pretty close 
group right here. And even if you don’t bring anyone, I think we have a 
high ceiling — we’re pretty successful right now. 

“So if you don’t add anything, I think we’re fine. And if you do, then 
perfect — maybe we’re getting a little better. But really we’ve been pretty 
solid with the lineup that we have right now.” 

As the Jesperi turns 

Many have been quick to say Carolina’s biggest need is a second-line 
center — a nice way of saying the Hurricanes need to upgrade from 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi. 

Anyone who has read my work this year knows I’m a believer in 
Kotkaniemi in that role, even if he’s only managed 10 goals and 14 
assists in 56 games so far this season. 

The major factor in his underwhelming numbers is his dreadful statistical 
start to the year: In his first 26 games, he had just two goals and three 
assists. 

“He didn’t have many points,” Necas said of their line with Svechnikov at 
the beginning of the year. “Me and Svech were kind of scoring all the 
goals. But behind the goals, it was his work, too.” 

In the last 30 games, Kotkaniemi has 19 points, including seven goals. 
Quick math tells us that’s a 19-goal, 52-point 82-game pace — nearly 
identical to the 21 goals and 51 points Vincent Trocheck had last season 
in that role. 

Those aren’t numbers that make a cartoon wolf’s tongue unfurl 12 feet 
onto the floor and eyes shoot out of their sockets, but they’re solid — and 
that’s really all Carolina needs in that spot with Necas as the focal point 
(Teuvo Teravainen is currently at left wing there). 

“I feel like he’s been very solid, especially lately,” Necas said of 
Kotkaniemi. “He’s producing every game basically. I think he’s a very 
good player.” 

Furthermore, Kotkaniemi has blossomed into a physical player. He’s 
quick to push back when teams try to get physical with the Hurricanes — 
he’s tied for third on the team in hits among forwards, trailing only 
Svechnikov and Jordan Staal — and he’s even shown in the past he’s a 
sneaky good pugilist. 

Everyone knows that to secure the 2C spot, Kotkaniemi needs to 
produce points. But I think the Hurricanes see him as a late bloomer who 
will get better with time. 

“A big, long, lanky kind of kid that’s starting to put on some strength, and 
I think that’s what’s gonna continue to get better the next few years,” 
Brind’Amour said. “I think there’s still a lot of room to grow — the stronger 
you get, the quicker you’re gonna get.” 

Feeling special 

After a slow start to the season, Carolina’s special teams have been 
much better and slowly climbed up the league rankings. 

The Hurricanes currently rank fifth on the penalty kill at 82 percent, 
returning to their rightful spot among the league’s best. Since 

Brind’Amour’s first season as head coach in 2018-19, Carolina has a 
cumulative 84.3 percent success rate on the kill, the best in the league. 
The Hurricanes have allowed just five power-play goals on 48 
opportunities in the 16 games since Jan. 10 — an 89.6 percent clip. 

More importantly, Carolina’s power play is back above 20 percent and 
has scored in six of the last eight games it has had an opportunity (St. 
Louis was not called for a penalty on Tuesday). 

Everyone knows the Hurricanes’ bread and butter is even-strength play, 
but no one wins in the postseason without good special teams — it’s not 
a coincidence that the last three Stanley Cup winners excelled on the 
power play and penalty kill in the playoffs. 

Come together 

One interesting aspect of this season is it seems like the Hurricanes 
haven’t yet fired on all cylinders at once. Early in the year, the special 
teams struggled. 

Frederik Andersen missed most of November and all of December, with 
Pyotr Kochetkov picking up the slack with an 8-0-2 stretch. 

The team finally got Max Pacioretty into the lineup, only to see him last 
just 68 minutes over five games, teasing Carolina with three goals in 
abbreviated time. 

Even as the power play improved, Svechnikov was mired in a 19-game 
goal drought that he finally snapped Tuesday with a pair of goals against 
the Blues. 

These final 26 games will give Carolina an opportunity to take all its 
strengths and merging them into a well-oiled machine that is ready for 
April, May and June. 

Not that Brind’Amour is ready to look that far ahead. 

“There’s too many games to start thinking about that — I mean, what do 
we got? Almost 30 games?” he said. “I mean, that’s an eternity. 

“So we just need to keep trying to get better day by day. It really is, as 
boring as it sounds, the only way to approach it because it’s just too 
much on the other end still, unknowns, and we’ve just got to take care of 
our business.” 

They did that Tuesday. They have 26 more chances to do it again before 
the stakes are raised. 
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Ducks’ Dallas Eakins says John Gibson is ‘at the top of his game’ 

 

Lisa Dillman 

3-4 minutes 25/02/2023 

 

On the surface, the pure raw statistics with Ducks goaltender John 
Gibson don’t look good this season – 23 losses in 40 games played and 
a goals-against average of 4.01 and save percentage of .900. 

But there is a different way of looking at it. The workload Gibson has had 
this season is practically historical. 

The Ducks sent out a note during the game against Washington on 
Thursday, citing the fact that Gibson’s 21st save against the Capitals 
(making it 1,323 for the season) was the most by any NHL goaltender in 
his first 40 games of the season since the legendary Jacques Plante had 
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1,396 for the New York Rangers in 1963-64. Plante was inducted into the 
Hockey Hall of Fame in 1978. 

“Gibby was lights out. Was at the top of his game,” Ducks coach Dallas 
Eakins said via text message Friday. 

Gibson has made 40 or more saves in a game 10 times this season, 
including two games with 50-plus stops. He had 41 saves in the 4-2 win 
against the Capitals. 

If anything, his workload has not slowed in February. He made a club-
record 53 saves against Pittsburgh on Feb. 10 and 51 saves at Florida 
10 days later, becoming the third goaltender in NHL history with multiple 
50-saves games in a single month, the Ducks said. 

The last time it was accomplished was 60 years ago, by the iconic Gump 
Worsley with the New York Rangers, three times, in January of 1963. Al 
Rollins did it twice in the 1955-56 season (in October) with the Chicago 
Blackhawks. 

These accomplishments by the likes of Plante, Worsley and Rollins were 
established when it was a completely different game and weren’t 
approached or matched for decades until this season, 

While it is a bit of an indictment of how the team is playing in front of 
Gibson, it’s also a testament to how well he is playing on a struggling 
team even though the numbers don’t necessarily illustrate it. 

Ice chips 

Defenseman John Klingberg, who has missed the past two games with a 
lower-body injury, will be a game-time decision against Carolina on 
Saturday, Eakins said. … 

Troy Terry will wear the “A” in Adam Henrique’s absence. “He’s earned 
it,” Eakins said. Henrique, who was injured Tuesday against the Tampa 
Bay Lightning, is week to week with a lower-body injury. … 

Eakins praised the shot-blocking ability of Nathan Beaulieu against the 
Capitals, as well as Simon Benoit and Sam Carrick stepping up in weight 
class in their fights against Tom Wilson and Dylan McIlrath, respectively. 
“Benoit and Carrick fighting two very tough individuals really showed the 
mental toughness and resilience of our team,” Eakins said. 
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Knights have uncertain local TV future, according to reports 
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While the Golden Knights’ prospects on the ice have looked increasingly 
bright in recent weeks, the TV future of the team with the best record in 
the NHL’s Western Conference is uncertain beyond this season. 

Warner Bros. Discovery, which owns AT&T SportsNet, has told teams it 
wants to get out of the regional sports-network business, according to the 
Sports Business Journal and the Wall Street Journal. The Knights have 
broadcast the majority of their regular-season games on AT&T SportsNet 
Rocky Mountain since their inaugural season. 

Other teams on AT&T SportsNet stations include the NHL’s Pittsburgh 
Penguins, the NBA’s Houston Rockets and Utah Jazz and MLB’s 
Colorado Rockies, Houston Astros and Pittsburgh Pirates. Any potential 
changes are not expected to affect the Knights this regular season. They 
have 24 games remaining, 19 of which are scheduled to be shown on 
AT&T SportsNet Rocky Mountain. 

The Knights and Warner Bros. Discovery declined to comment. 

“The NHL is closely monitoring the (regional sports network) situation,” 
the league said in a statement. “We will be prepared to address whatever 
circumstances dictate to provide our fans with access to our games.” 

The teams involved were sent a letter saying they had until March 31 to 
reach a deal to take their local TV rights back, according to Sports 
Business Journal and the Wall Street Journal. Otherwise, the AT&T 
SportsNet stations will file for Chapter 7 bankruptcy. 

Sports Business Journal reported clubs will be allowed to use the same 
staff and equipment to continue producing games at least through the 
end of the regular season. 

The news comes during an uncertain time for the regional sports network 
business. Diamond Sports Group, which owns the rights to 12 NHL 
teams and 42 professional clubs in total, didn’t pay about $140 million in 
interest payments Feb. 15, according to The Associated Press. That 
moved the company — which operates 19 “Bally Sports” networks — 
closer to filing for bankruptcy. 

Warner Bros. Discovery’s exit from the regional sports-network business 
has been in the works for some time, according to the Wall Street 
Journal. Regional sports networks have faced financial challenges as 
more and more consumers cut the cord and stop paying for cable TV. 

Warner Bros. Discovery still has national TV contracts with the NHL, NBA 
and MLB to air games on channels like TNT and TBS. The 2023 Stanley 
Cup Final will be broadcast exclusively on TNT. 
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Knights face difficult opponents before NHL trade deadline 

 

Ben Gotz4-4 minutes 24/02/2023 

February 24, 2023 - 2:46 PM 

 

It wasn’t just the Golden Knights’ thrilling 4-3 overtime win against the 
Calgary Flames on Thursday that excited coach Bruce Cassidy. It’s what 
he saw during it. 

Cassidy watched right wing Michael Amadio screen goaltender Dan 
Vladar on the Knights’ first goal. He observed right wing Phil Kessel 
battle for position in front of the crease on their third. 

All season Cassidy has implored the Knights to have more inside 
presence, to fight to get to the hard areas of the ice. He believes that’s 
what it takes to create in-zone offense once the playoffs roll around. 

The Knights did that Thursday. Against a Flames team that’s tied for the 
third-heaviest in the NHL, no less. The trick will be repeating that effort. 

The Knights will find out fast if they’re capable of doing so. The next four 
games on their schedule are daunting, featuring three of the NHL’s best 
teams record-wise and the defending Stanley Cup champions. 

“You have to be able to play in those (playoff-style) games and function 
in those games,” Cassidy said. “For me to see that part of it (against 
Calgary) is almost more important than the win, to be quite honest.” 

The Knights can’t hang onto the euphoria of Thursday’s win for long. 

Next up is Dallas, the team only three points behind them in the Western 
Conference standings. The Stars crushed the Knights 4-0 their first 
meeting of the season Jan. 16 in coach Pete DeBoer’s return to T-Mobile 
Arena. 
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After that, the team travels to Denver for its third and final meeting with 
the Avalanche. The Knights then return home to host Carolina and New 
Jersey, who have the second- and third-best records in the NHL, 
respectively. 

It’s a harrowing stretch that should make it difficult for the group to extend 
its eight-game point streak (6-0-2). But it’s also an opportunity for the 
Knights to steel themselves for the challenges of the postseason. 

If they’re going to win their third division title in six seasons, they’re going 
to have to earn it. 

“Our schedule’s tough here … but sometimes it’s a good thing,” 
defenseman Alex Pietrangelo said. “It prepares you for the playoffs.” 

How the Knights fare during this stretch will set them up for the rest of the 
season. 

They have a three-point lead in the Pacific Division, with a game in hand 
on their two closest rivals in Edmonton and Los Angeles. 

The Knights have the ninth-hardest remaining schedule in the NHL, 
according to the website Tankathon. Los Angeles’ is the sixth-easiest 
and Edmonton’s is the 12th-easiest. 

The Knights will still be in a good position if they end this four-game slate 
ahead. They’ll reassess the race from there. They and their competition 
may make tweaks before the NHL’s March 3 trade deadline, which is the 
same day as the New Jersey game. 

The Knights are confident they’ll emerge in good shape. Thursday’s 
performance showed the kind of fight they’re capable of. They’ll have to 
find that same level their next four games. 

“It’s going to be a tough stretch for sure, but we’re ready for this,” right 
wing Jonathan Marchessault said. “We’ve practiced hard. We’ve done 
everything right this year to be in a position like we are right now. It’s on 
us to sustain that pressure and the performance we were able to bring 
every night.” 
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Golden Knights' Phil Kessel Thriving on New Line 

 

By Owen Krepps3-4 minutes 24/02/2023 

 

Outside of a few nice milestone games, Phil Kessel didn't have a great 
start with the Vegas Golden Knights earlier this season. The 35-year-old 
forward was behind on several plays and became a frequently benched 
player in tight games. 

But Kessel now has 25 points on the year in 58 games played. He has 
already passed his goal total from last year with eleven goals over his 
eight last year with the Arizona Coyotes. Kessel signed a one-year deal 
with the VGK in the summer worth $1.5 million AAV. 

A big part of Kessel's recent success has been his new linemates in Will 
Carrier and Chandler Stephenson. The makeshift line came together 
before in late Janurary, and the pieces just fell in place to form a 
productive line. 

“If you look at our line you are probably thinking it isn’t going to work... 
But it is right now. We're all different, right? I'm more of a physical guy, 
but it seems to work. Phil finds (passing) lanes, and Stevie is always 
finding ways around the net," said Carrier. 

Kessel's skill, Stephenson's speed, and Carrier's size have resulted in a 
perfect blend of line that has consistently been creating offense for the 
VGK. 

Not only do these three players each have a specific thing they bring to 
the table, but they are also starting to play like one another with Kessel 
for instance going to the net more instead of skating behind the net to try 
and find passing lanes. 

"At the start of the year, Phil liked to do that reverse cycle and go almost 
behind the net and come out the other side. If that play breaks down, he 
is 200 feet from our own net... now he's gone to the interior a lot more," 
said head coach Bruce Cassidy. 

Carrier has been the main driver to the net and pucks are now going in 
for him as he has scored a career-high 16 goals this season. 

"We all have speed and we know where Will (Carrier) is going. He's 
going to the net and going on the forecheck," said Kessel. 

For Kessel, this isn't the first time he has been on a makeshift line that 
has stuck. In 2016 with the Pittsburgh Penguins the line of Carl Hagelin, 
Nick Bonino, and Kessel came together to form the "HBK" line and 
helped the Penguins with the Stanley Cup. 

"We didn't have this one in our back pockets in September. This is just 
the way it played out. I think what happened is that we got the news with 
Mark (Stone) we thought we were going to need a net presence on each 
line," said Cassidy on the spontaniouness of the line. 

After being on the Arizona Coyotes for three seasons, Kessel is looking 
forward to the playoff push with the Golden Knights. 

"It's good you know? What do we have like 24-25 games left? We're right 
there we've just got to keep going a building and hopefully we will get to 
the end," said Kessel. 

The Golden Knights do, in fact, have 24 games remaining in the regular 
season. They will play the Dallas Stars at 7:00 p.m. on Saturday at 
home. 
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Krepps: Golden Knights Likely Don't Have Enough to Fetch Timo Meier 

 

By Owen Krepps3-4 minutes 24/02/2023 

 

The other day we gave our opinions on the approaching NHL trade 
deadline and how, despite what some people will tell you, there are really 
no big names worth trading for this season. However we did mention that 
there is one name we like, and that is Timo Meier of the San Jose 
Sharks. 

Meier is a 26-year-old dynamic scoring winger who has 52 points in 57 
games this season with the Sharks. He is coming to the end of his $6 
million AAV contract and will be a restricted free agent in the summer, 
meaning whichever team trades for him will likely re-sign him. 

With such a nice resume, the Sharks will want a big return for Meier. 
Based on the recent NHL trades for forwards, the market price is high. 

The Islanders traded Anthony Beauvillier (roster player), Aatu Raty 
(prospect), and a conditional 2023 first-round pick for Horvat. The 
Rangers traded Sammy Blais (roster player), Hunter Skinner (prospect), 
a conditional 2023 first-round pick, and a conditional 2024 fourth-round 
pick, for Tarasenko and Mikkola. 

The Maple Leafs traded Adam Gaudette (AHL player), Mikhail Abramov 
(prospect), a 2023 first-round pick, a 2023 third-round pick, a 2024 
second-round pick, and a 2025 fourth-round pick to get O'Reilly, Noel 
Acciari, and the Wild to retain some of O'Reilly's salary. 
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So for Meier, a player who you can argue is better than all of these 
players, the price tag should be even higher. 

The Golden Knights have some options for trade bait, such as their own 
first-round pick in the next three drafts and prospects like Brendan 
Brisson, Zach Dean, and Lukas Cormier. They have also made a couple 
of moves that seem to be precursor moves to something bigger such as 
the Shea Weber trade. 

But the St. Louis Blues, New Jersey Devils, Carolina Hurricanes, and 
Winnipeg Jets all of who are believed to be interested in Meier, all have 
better trade and far better prospect pools in our opinion. For instance, the 
Blues now have three first-round picks in the upcoming draft with their 
recent trades. 

It would be a challenge for the Golden Knights to out-bid these teams for 
Meier and there likely would be a tax given that the Sharks and Golden 
Knights are in the same division. So now you are talking about multiple 
picks and prospects going to the Sharks. 

Finally, while the cap space is there right now with Mark Stone on LTIR, it 
won't be as soon as the Golden Knights would have to hypothetically 
resign Meier in the offseason. With Meier on pace for another 70+ point 
season he'll want a significant raise and the VGK, who have a projected 
$2-3 million in available cap for next season, likely won't be able to give 
him one unless other pieces are moved out. 

So while Meier is an intriguing name on the trade market, the Golden 
Knights will have to pay a hefty price to not only acquire him, but to keep 
him. With the team right now looking like Stanley Cup pretenders who will 
sneak into the playoffs, it doesn't seem wise for us for the VGK to trade 
for Timo Meier. 
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Golden Knights Notebook: Miromanov and Hill Join Practice in Full-
Contact 

 

By Owen Krepps2-2 minutes 24/02/2023 

 

A couple of news and notes from the Vegas Golden Knight's practice 
Friday morning at City National Arena. 

Both Adin Hill and Daniil Miromanov skated with the team in full contact. 
Hill has missed the last two games with a "little bump" of an injury. Head 
coach Bruce Cassidy gave the "we'll see" response when asked if Hill 
was healthy enough to at least backup tomorrow against the Dallas 
Stars. 

All three goaltenders, in Hill, Laurent Brossoit, and Michael Hutchinson 
were on the ice for Golden Knight's morning skate. 

As for Miromanov, he has been out since Dec. 31st with a lower-body 
injury and will either become a defensive spare or be sent back down to 
the AHL. 

Injured players Nicolas Roy (lower-body), Logan Thompson (lower-body), 
and, of course, Mark Stone (back) did not practice Monday. 

Updated Projected Golden Knights Lines 

Paul Cotter- Jack Eichel- Jonathan Marchessault 

Reilly Smith- William Karlsson- Michael Amadio 

Will Carrier- Chandler Stephenson- Phil Kessel 

Brett Howden- Byron Froese- Keegan Kolesar 

Alec Martinez- Alex Pietrangelo 

Brayden McNabb- Shea Theodore 

Nicolas Hague- Zach Whitecloud 

Laurent Brossoit/Adin Hill 

IR/Scratched: Ben Hutton, Daniil Miromanov, Michael Hutchinson/Nicolas 
Roy, Logan Thompson 

LTIR: Mark Stone, Robin Lehner, Nolan Patrick 
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Daily Nuggets: Fire GM Chants, Goalie Goals, Three Way Trades and 
More 

 

By Vegas Hockey Now2-3 minutes 24/02/2023 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights got a big win Thursday, more trades are 
being made as we gear up for the 2023 NHL Trade Deadline, and chants 
about firing a certain team's general manager are coming from fans. 

The VGK will practice this morning at 11:30 a.m. from City National 
Arena. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Vegas: The Golden Knights rallied to come back and defeat the Calgary 
Flames Thursday night. Zach Whitecloud was pleased with the effort. 

Trade: The Golden Knights have made a trade to lighten up their LTIR 
cap load. Dysin Mayo is a Golden/Silver Knight. 

Injury Update: They have also placed Mark Stone on LTIR and Daniil 
Miromanov and Logan Thompson on IR in anticipation of the trade 
deadline. 

Lineup Changes: Nicolas Roy is now day-to-day with a lower-body injury, 
Adin Hill is still out, and Daniil Miromanov is back skating. 

Standings Update: The Western Conference continues to be wide open. 
Saying a win like the Golden Knights got last night is huge is an 
understatement. 

Pacific: VGK 75, EDM 72, LAK 72 | SEA 70, CGY 66. Central: DAL 72, 
WPG 71, MIN 69 | COL 67, NSH 62 

ICYMI: Golden Knights goaltending prospect Carl Lindbom scored a 
goalie goal the other day. 

Clip of the Day: Brad Marchand.  

""NHL News, Trade Rumors, and National Hockey Now 

Boston: The Boston Bruins have acquired Dmitry Orlov and Garnet 
Hathaway from the Washington Capitals.  

Washington: Going the other way to the now seemingly selling Capitals is 
Craig Smith. 

Colorado: Is JT Compher the answer for the Colorado Avalanche's 
second-line center problem? 

Long Island: Two depth options for the New York Islanders at the trade 
deadline. 

Pittsburgh: The Pittsburgh Penguins got crushed by the Edmonton Oilers 
7-2 and fans chanted "Fire Hextall" in reference to GM Ron Hextall. 

San Jose: Could Dante Fabbro be headed to the San Jose Sharks? 
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Montreal: The Montreal Canadiens have claimed Chris Tierney off 
waivers. 
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Golden Knights Laurent Brossoit Earns First Win In 357 Days 

 

By Owen Krepps2-3 minutes 24/02/2023 

 

Slightly overshadowed in the Vegas Golden Knight's comeback win 
Thursday night against the Calgary Flames was the story of Laurent 
Brossoit, who earned his first NHL win in 357 days. Brossoit stopped 25 
of 28 shots as the Golden Knights came back from a 3-1 deficit to beat 
the Flames in overtime. 

"I’ve been waiting for this all year. Getting to do it in overtime was even 
better," said Brossoit. 

Offseason hip surgery resulted in Brossoit missing the start of the season 
for the VGK. With Logan Thompson emerging and the team trading for 
Adin Hill, once Brossoit was able to return, he was sent to the AHL with 
the Henderson Silver Knights instead of back to the NHL. 

There he played in 23 games and had an 8-11-3 record with the 
struggling HSK. His save percentage was that of .909 sv% and his GAA 
was 2.72. 

"You know what, maybe it was a blessing in disguise for me to be down 
there and take care of things and get healthy with less of an audience 
and work on some things to recalibrate so that when I came back up here 
I felt more ready than ever," said Brossoit. 

With both Thompson (week-to-week) and Hill (day-to-day) currently 
injured, Brossoit has started the last two games for the VGK, making a 
total of 62 saves on 67 shots.  

“He was strong when he needed to be and made some really high-end 
saves… It’s good for LB. He has come in and given us two really solid 
games where we haven’t been really great in front of him for 60,” said 
head coach Bruce Cassidy. 

The Golden Knights are in a unique situation with their goaltending as 
traditional starter Robin Lehner is out for the season as he recovers from 
a hip injury. The tandem of Thompson and Hill started the season, but 
now Brossoit and Michael Hutchinson have taken over due to injuries. 

“I think he knew this going into this year that there was competition going 
into that spot. It probably came a little later than he had thought, but here 
it is,” said Cassidy. 

Internal competition in goal will only make the Golden Knights better as 
they journey through the stretch run. The VGK will play the Dallas Stars 
on Saturday at 7:00 p.m. from T-Mobile Arena. 
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Newsmaker Week 2023 highlights: The Cardinals bring fresh voices 

 

KEVIN ZIMMERMAN 

7-9 minutes 25/02/2023 

 

Every year toward the end of winter, Newsmakers Week brings together 
the decision-makers in the Valley’s sports scene at the Arizona Sports 
studios and on our airwaves. 

It comes at a point in the sports calendar where hoops teams are 
ramping up for the postseason, football teams are getting ready to hit the 
offseason hard with roster fixing and baseball is throwing out the first 
pitches of spring training. 

Bickley & Marotta welcomed 25 guests representing Arizona’s teams and 
events to their show from Tuesday through Friday. 

So what did we learn? 

Between owner Michael Bidwill, general manager Monti Ossenfort and 
head coach Jonathan Gannon, there was indeed a united voice. 

You would not want to play a drinking game around the use of 
“accountability” or “adaptability” from those Cardinals leaders on the 
airwaves this week. 

While results will drive the evaluation of the new staffers, one thing is 
certain: It’s a confident — and young — group. And the newcomers, 
fresh voices as part of a hard reset by Bidwill, aren’t rushing into anything 
just weeks into their respective jobs. 

Ossenfort said all the right things about the future of receiver DeAndre 
Hopkins, saying he is excited to work with him. Whether that’s working on 
a trade destination or working to put a competitive Cardinals team around 
Hopkins remains to be seen. 

Gannon also is not rushing anything when it comes to promising roles for 
key untapped talents like Isaiah Simmons. They want to put all their 
players in position meetings and on the field before jumping the gun and 
making grand proclamations. 

The Cardinals’ new leaders don’t put their egos and opinions ahead of 
the evaluation. Right now, collecting data and calculating things as the 
roster is rebuilt instead of boasting about grand promises comes across 
as part of the plan and not because they are in over their heads. 

A rebuild is a process, and it seems they are at least based in reality. It 
could take a minute on several accounts. 

It helped that the Coyotes (20-29-9) entered this week with a nine-game 
points streak that has since ended. But there are at least interesting 
happenings going on with the team. 

Xavier Gutierrez’s job as president and CEO is of course to lead a 
campaign that in May will get the NHL franchise enough votes for 
approval on their permanent entertainment district project. But naysayers 
should at least be impressed that momentum appears to be going in 
favor of approving a new arena and more that the team has dubbed a 
“landfill to landmark” project. 

Playing at their temporary home at Arizona State University’s Mullett 
Arena has gone pretty darn well by most accounts. 

“The centrality of Tempe to a majority of the population in the Valley has 
just been spectacular,” Gutierrez said. “You’re right next to the largest 
public university in the country and so the youthfulness and the 
exuberance of having young people — many of whom are experiencing 
hockey for the first time — is really, really exciting. We see it at Mullett 
and we know we’ll see it at our new entertainment district.” 

Meanwhile, general Bill Armstrong admitted that the Coyotes’ rebuild is 
only 40% done, which was followed by a minor trade of Dysin Mayo. 

Could Jakob Chychrun be dealt next, marking a significant point in 
bumping that percentage higher? 

On the business side, Diamondbacks president and CEO Derrick Hall 
gave a very candid assessment about the state of Chase Field. 

There’s not a lot new there, but he and owner Ken Kendrick for a reason 
ended up speaking to reporters as spring training got underway about the 
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possibilities of moving from downtown Phoenix or refurbishing their 
original home. 

On the baseball side, general manager Mike Hazen pushed back on the 
notion that he is capped by Kendrick’s spending habits, which are small 
in comparison to some big-money clubs in the NL West. 

“Look, I don’t really care about payroll,” Hazen said. “It’s a crutch. It’s an 
excuse. I think we have every ability to go out and put a good team on 
the field.” 

Money talks. 

In both cases, the D-backs are making do with less of it. 

If they win this year — the feeling is they got a good chance to be a fun, 
scrappy team — only the baseball-related questions posed to their 
leaders will subside. 

Pac-12 presidents of the conference’s committed 10 teams — not 
including USC and UCLA — have tried to maintain they are working 
together to keep the league from falling apart. 

While that can be true, it’s also true that some of them are super pleased 
with how media rights negotiations remain ongoing. 

Publicly, some important Pac-12 figures have voiced frustration even as 
a media agreement appears near. 

“We’ve just been forced like everyone else, unfortunately, to let this thing 
play out because we’re not directly in the driver’s seat,” said ASU vice 
president for university athletics Ray Anderson. 

“That being said, we have confidence our commissioners and our 
presidents and chancellors are going to get to a place where a media 
rights deal and a grant of rights is done. It may not be the projections 
originally contemplated but will be a solid enough financial situation to 
keep this conference together and then (we will) really work hard to move 
forward positively.” 

It doesn’t help the conference’s PR that the Pac-12 has been linked to 
more obscure streaming options such as Apple TV+, and then even more 
obscure traditional television conglomerates like ION, which drew 
conflicting reports about the validity of such rumors. 

Either way, it’s bad looks all around, at least until a deal is finally done. 

This one is just obvious. 

The Suns sure are building the anticipation for Kevin Durant’s debut as 
president of basketball ops and GM James Jones added to the teasing 
with his vague updating of the star’s injury status. 

The shared practice facility between the Suns and Mercury probably has 
the best vibes of anywhere else in the Valley at the moment. 

And in college hoops, the Wildcats are a top-10 squad prepping for a 
long NCAA Tournament run, while ASU can make a push to secure a 
postseason bid and GCU is hoping for a little better luck next year unless 
they can nab a WAC Tournament title. 

There have been a range of dark days for all these programs in recent 
years. Don’t take for granted where each is at right now. 
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Arena Digest / New arena factor in Ottawa Senators sale discussions 

 

by Kevin Reichard on February 23, 2023  

 

With everyone agreeing on the need for a new arena, upcoming Ottawa 
Senators sale pitches from multiple potential investors who aren’t 
interested in arena development will complicate the NHL team sale. 

Last summer saw a revived LeBreton Flats arena in the works for the 
Senators, as the team and the National Capital Commission unveiled a 
memorandum of understanding for a land lease agreement covering a 
new event center. Since then, Sens owner Galatioto Sports Partners put 
the team on the market, with multiple groups expected to submit bids in 
the next three weeks in the start of the Ottawa Senators sale. 

Valuing the NHL team won’t be easy, as any group investing in the Sens 
will be taking on the investment of a new arena. And how important the 
arena will be in sales discussions does indeed remain to be seen, as 
NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman has acknowledged that impact: 

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman has made it clear that a new, central 
arena should be part of any new ownership plan for the Senators. During 
his All-Star Game availability earlier this month, Bettman said that as 
many as 15 parties have shown interest in buying the Senators, a 
number that will be whittled down very soon. 

“The opportunity to bring the team downtown to LeBreton Flats makes 
this an even more exciting opportunity to own a team in the nation’s 
capital,” Bettman said. 

In more recent discussions, however, he seemingly backed away from 
that sentiment: 

“There may be bids that don’t have LeBreton Flats as part of their future 
projection for this franchise,” Daly said, matter-of-factly. “It depends on 
what they have planned. It’s certainly a relevant part of the mix, but I 
don’t think it’s an essential element.” 

Here’s the issue: despite the public backing, the development of 
LeBreton Flats will be a challenging one. Developers have already 
expressed concern about the arena deal, saying that there’s not enough 
land for development–thus impacting the financial impact of the arena. 
There may be some very desirable owners who aren’t all that thrilled with 
the economic prospects of developing the arena–hence Bettman’s 
hesitancy–and if enough developers are not interested in the LeBreton 
Flats development, the deal could be seriously impacted. 
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NHL style power rankings: ‘The Godfather’ and Roaring ’20s looks 
dominate 

 

Rhiannon Walker5-6 minutes 25/02/2023 

 

Since All-Star Weekend, I’ve noticed a trend with NHL players. One of 
the old adages about fashion is that everything old becomes new again. 

As a ’90s kid, I’ve seen all kinds of fashion trends make their way back in 
this decade. Regarding NHL players, they’ve taken it back even further 
with suits that look like they came straight out of the Roaring ’20s or “The 
Godfather” — and I am happier for it. 

I genuinely believe the generations before me knew what they were 
doing when it involved dressing to the nines. You’ll see some of that 
fashion sense in this edition of the NHL style power rankings. One player 
looks like he’s trying to begin a new trend, while two teammates went 
more avant-garde with their fits. 

To get more stories like this delivered to your feed, follow our Culture 
vertical. 

10. Nino Niederreiter 
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Who knew that the Nashville Predators winger leads a double life as a 
superhero? I’m kidding, but the comment was laying there when 
Niederreiter happily decided to open up his suit jacket the way Clark Kent 
does before revealing he’s Superman. I love the gorgeous red-wine attire 
here and how enthusiastically he reps his set. 

9. William Nylander 

I’m not the least bit surprised that the Toronto Maple Leafs winger is 
bringing the fuzzy bucket hat to the NHL runway. Nylander teased the 
look on his personal Instagram account before breaking it out on the 
catwalk — well played. I’m looking forward to this being a trend in the 
near future, especially as it starts getting warmer. 

8. Trevor Zegras 

Ooh! The Anaheim Ducks center is a bad man. Everyone knows my 
affinity for matching elements of an outfit, but Zegras (on the left) did one 
better by marrying his green-and-yellow checkered plaid suit with the Air 
Jordan 1 Low “Holiday Special.” These were teased in the fall and then 
released ahead of … well, the holidays. 

7. Vincent Trocheck 

What a dastardly, good-looking ensemble we have here. This Bordeaux 
red three-piece suit is exceptional, but do I also spy speckles and 
texture? Outstanding. The strawberry-red tie to match his handkerchief 
didn’t go unnoticed, nor did the satin pink lining inside of his jacket. The 
details of this outfit are so well done and brought together. 

6. Johnny Kovacevic and Arber Xhekaj 

I’m curious if the Montreal Canadiens duo (Kovacevic on the left, Xhekaj 
on the right) collectively decided it was going to dress like men straight 
out of “The Godfather” movie. Trust me, if you’ve seen the movies — and 
shame on you, if you haven’t — that’s a serious compliment. The men in 
that movie dressed well. I’m especially a fan of Xhekaj’s suit, because 
the gold polka dots in his tie match beautifully with the gold buttons in his 
double-breasted suit. 

5. David Pastrňák (left) and Linus Ullmark (right) 

And the award for the most creative looks from the NHL’s All-Star 
Weekend goes to the Boston Bruins winger and goalie (Pastrňák on the 
left, Ullmark on the right). Pastrňák’s suit looks like a painter’s canvas, 
while Ullmark’s outfit deceptively looked like flowers with a quick glance. 
The metallic color actually is hiding a paisley design on his suit, and I 
appreciated that a closer look was required to see the full range of 
details. 

4. Elvis Merzļikins 

A paisley shirt and a checkered-plaid suit is not a combination I thought 
I’d see. When there are two loud patterns as options, one usually has to 
be deferred to. The Columbus Blue Jackets goalie eschews that idea and 
puts on a paisley shirt with a plaid suit — and voila! You have this 
ensemble. 

Much of the reason it works well here is because the baby blues in both 
items are nearly identical. For my purposes, I wish Merzļikins would’ve 
broken out a hat to match the rest of the attire. That would’ve been the 
cherry on top. 

3. Michael Pezzetta 

The winger joined his Canadiens comrades with an expertly tailored 
double-breasted suit. Pezzetta smoothly put all of the pieces together like 
a puzzle. The dark blue you see in his pinstripe suit and the crimson in 
his hat all meet in his red-and-blue diagonal tie. He completes the 
finishing touches with brown loafers. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

The Carolina Hurricanes showed off they could go from the links to the 
rinks, as the team welcomed the Washington Capitals to Carter-Finlay 
Stadium in Raleigh, N.C., for the NHL’s Stadium Series. The lads looked 

great in their newsboy caps, vintage wingtip oxford shoes and golf plus 
fours. Carolina played even better, as it beat the Capitals, 4-1, in the 
outdoor event. 

1. Kevin Fiala 

“The Godfather” reference was a little bit of foreshadowing for this week’s 
pièce de résistance. Enter the Los Angeles Kings winger who decided to 
line his All-Star Weekend suit with the cover art from my favorite movie. 

The suit itself was exceptional with the diamond print, but the true work of 
art was revealed once he opened his jacket. I clearly wasn’t the only one 
who enjoyed it as Fiala received an extensive Instagram slideshow from 
the Kings that showed multiple angles of his fit from the red carpet. 
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NHL trade deadline: Examining the benefit of teams holding out players 
in hopes of a deal 

 

Eric Duhatschek15-19 minutes 24/02/2023 

 

Because I’d been ruminating about the topic already, I wanted to address 
a question posed by Luke H. in this month’s reader mailbag, who 
wondered: What are your thoughts on (Jakob) Chychrun and (Vladislav) 
Gavrikov potentially not playing for two or three weeks and then being 
thrown into a playoff race? 

So this question relates to the relatively new phenomenon we’ve seen 
emerge ahead of the NHL’s March 3 trade deadline, in which teams have 
withdrawn healthy players from their starting lineups in order to protect 
their trade-asset value. In the past, NHL teams might withhold a player 
for a day or two before the deadline, so that a player that’s being 
aggressively shopped doesn’t get injured at the 11th hour, which then 
might require the teams to call the whole thing off. 

It’s a prudent strategy, on one level, and it was probably reinforced this 
past week when the Anaheim Ducks lost Adam Henrique because of a 
lower-body injury suffered last weekend against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. It was an innocent-looking play. Henrique took the Lightning’s 
Brandon Hagel to the net, lost his balance, and appeared to injure his leg 
in the ensuing pile-up. He’s officially out week-to-week. 

Henrique was an 11th-hour addition to our trade board because he’s a 
versatile, reliable forward on a contract — $5.85 million for this year and 
next — that might interest a contender, with 50 percent of the salary 
retained by Anaheim. But with his timeline for return uncertain, it greatly 
limits what Ducks’ GM Pat Verbeek could potentially do with Henrique — 
and probably has NHL GMs looking elsewhere for a healthier 
reinforcement. 

The difference this year is how early teams started removing healthy 
players from the line-up. It began with Chychrun, who played almost half 
the game for the Coyotes against Chicago two weeks ago, at which point 
the Coyotes started holding him out of action, thinking a deal was close. 
It wasn’t. So now here we are, two weeks later, and he still hasn’t played. 
The Coyotes set a high asking price on Chychrun. For going on two 
years now, no team has stepped up to meet that price. You have the 
sense now the Coyotes are circling back to the teams that previously bid 
on Chychrun’s services, seeing if they can find a taker. From there, we’ll 
see when or even if he gets moved. 

Once Arizona set the precedent with Chychrun, Columbus quickly 
followed suit with Gavrikov and Vancouver with Luke Schenn. 

So, what does it all mean? 
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Well, it’s instructive that all three teams holding contributing players out 
of their lineups are also so far out of playoff contention that there’s an 
actual incentive to be bad down the stretch — as they sort out the race to 
the bottom of the standings, where the team with the worst record has 
the best chance of drafting the Regina Pats’ Connor Bedard. That 
doesn’t reflect well on the NHL. 

Nor does the fact that the league apparently isn’t chiding teams for not 
putting their most competitive foot forward, something that’s required if 
competitive integrity counts for anything. Realistically, now that that door 
has been opened, there is nothing to prevent a rebuilding/tanking team 
from pushing the envelope even further next year and start sitting out 
players weeks or even a month before the deadline. It really opens a can 
of worms. You can just imagine commissioner Gary Bettman unhappy 
about this development, but not exactly sure how to react. The Bettman 
playbook suggests these teams are being warned behind the scenes to 
tread carefully here, otherwise the league will step in with sanctions 
and/or other penalties. But in the see-no-evil, hear-no-evil, speak-no-evil 
world of the NHL, they’ll keep that matter internal. 

Now, the other issue, implicit to our reader’s question, is: Does it hinder 
the individual player from sitting out this long? Short term, the answer is 
yes. Just go back to how players responded to their bye weeks, and you 
can find a dozen examples of players who acknowledged it took a day or 
two or three to get their legs and their timing back up to speed. 

Long term, however, there’s likely to be a decided benefit from taking 
time off during the year because it gives you a chance to rest, recover 
and recharge the batteries. Panthers coach Paul Maurice articulated the 
different sides of the issue when addressing a question earlier this week 
on Anthony Duclair, who is finally returning to the Florida lineup after 
missing the first three-quarters of the season recovering from a torn 
Achilles tendon. Duclair was scheduled to start on the third line, but 
Maurice indicated he didn’t think that would last too long. Why? 

“He’s going to be, in some ways, the fittest guy that we have because he 
hasn’t been worn down over the course of the year,” answered Maurice. 
“Because of where we’re at the season, I’m not going to wait a long time. 
If he’s going, then I’ll get his minutes up.” 

So that’s really the essence of the issue right there. 

Assuming Chychrun, Gavrikov and Schenn all go to a contender, and the 
goal is to make a two-month run through the marathon NHL playoff 
season, then anywhere from a week to two off right now would be 
extremely valuable in terms of charging the batteries — and could leave 
them in a stronger position, physically, than any other player who 
completed the grind of a regular season and then faced up to eight more 
weeks of high-intensity games that are possible in a four-round playoff 
run. 

Eventually, the NHL playoffs can be a war of attrition. And since the best 
players play the most minutes, they are often running on fumes by the 
end. It means, logically, that any player that’s gotten a short vacation in 
the middle of the season would be far better able to endure the grind 
than the ones relentlessly eating up minutes, night after night. 

Standings are tighter this year than last year — particularly in the Eastern 
Conference 

There’s a night-and-day difference in the Eastern Conference playoff 
races this season compared to last, but it reinforced to me how 
significantly different it was once I began to review the standings and 
crunch the numbers. 

So last season, with a week to go until the NHL trade deadline, the East 
had divided itself neatly into two groups — eight teams comfortably in the 
playoffs, eight others so far back that they had no realistic hope of 
closing the gap in the time remaining in the season. 

The actual trade deadline a year ago fell on March 21, so with a week to 
go Boston was in the first wild-card position with 77 points. Washington 
was in the second wild-card spot with 74 points. The closest challenger 
was Columbus, 11 points back with 63. From there, it was another seven 

points back to the Islanders, who trailed Washington by 18. It was over. 
For a point of further comparison, three teams making a lot of noise in 
this year’s playoff race were nowhere close back then. The Red Wings 
had 55 points, the Devils 49 and the Sabres 48. 

The Western Conference was tighter. By standings points, Vegas held 
the second wild card, with 68 points, but Dallas was only a point behind 
at 67 and had four games in hand. So, by points percentage, the Stars 
were in — and they stayed there. It didn’t change the rest of the way, 
even though the numbers suggested the Canucks (65), the Jets (64), and 
the Ducks (64) were just a few points back and all still in the running. 

Anaheim proceeded to trade four players — Hampus Lindholm, Josh 
Manson, Rickard Rakell and Nic Deslauriers — and that put an end to 
whatever faint playoff hopes the Ducks might have had. In some ways, 
the Ducks have never recovered from that spree — and are now in 
contention for the bottom rung of the NHL ladder, as they accelerated the 
rebuild a year ago, by stockpiling draft choices and prospects. 

I undertook this exercise, mostly in the aftermath of Washington’s 
decision to trade away Dmitri Orlov and Garnet Hathaway to the Boston 
Bruins Thursday night. It was a signal that the Capitals — after eight 
consecutive seasons in the playoffs — will be sellers at this year’s 
deadline. Moreover, it closely mirrored the decision Anaheim made a 
year ago to move out critical contributing players on expiring contracts, 
even though they were still in the playoff mix. 

As of today, the East wild-card race has six teams separated by five 
points chasing two spots. On a points-percentage basis — which is how 
you must calculate it, given that Buffalo has five games in hand on the 
Islanders and four on Florida and Washington — Detroit (.561) and 
Buffalo (.554) rank one-two. Pittsburgh is at .553 and the Islanders are 
.549. 

So, it’s as tight as tight can be — and so different from a year ago. 

One other scheduling observation: The NHL is returning to a more 
traditional time frame this year compared to last, when the 2021-22 
regular season was officially supposed to end April 30, but actually 
spilled into the next day, when the Jets and Kraken played a 
meaningless make-up game on May 1, a Sunday. The playoffs then 
started the next day and didn’t conclude until June 26, when the Avs 
defeated the Lightning in the Cup Final. 

This year, the regular season ends on Apr. 13, a Thursday, and the 
playoffs are scheduled to start on the 17th. So it will be basically two 
weeks sooner than a year ago. It also means the Cup Final should be 
decided by mid-June, rather than the end of June. Still too long for most 
people’s tastes, including my own. But better than before. 

Seemingly out of nowhere, the Red Wings are in a playoff spot — and 
maybe the hottest team in hockey since the All-Star break. 

Sharks trade negotiations 

The cost to the Ottawa Senators to trade away what’s left of Nikita 
Zaitsev’s contract to the Chicago Blackhawks this week was high — a 
second and a fourth-round pick. Zaitsev was making $4.25 million — too 
high for what he was doing on the ice. But he only had this year and next 
left on his contract. There was a thought the Zaitsev trade would set the 
market for what a team had to surrender to get out from under an 
expensive contract, and that it would severely dampen the possibility of 
any team acquiring Erik Karlsson from the San Jose Sharks because 
Karlsson’s contract is at the high end of the NHL scale ($11.5 million per 
season) and has an additional four years to run after this one. So, it’s a 
number that most capped-out teams can’t afford and is challenging to 
move. 

It will test the negotiating skills of the Sharks’ general manager Mike 
Grier. As I noted last week, Grier could be the central figure at this year’s 
trading deadline, because he is listening on both Karlsson and Timo 
Meier, the top remaining player on just about everybody’s trade board. 
But these are two completely different types of negotiations. 
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Think of it in real estate terms. Karlsson is a unique high-end property — 
not for everyone because of a) the price tag and b) the wear-and-tear 
associated with age, injury history and contract terms. With Karlsson, 
there’s realistically only one bidder to emerge thus far, Edmonton. So 
Grier’s challenge is to work with the potential buyer, Oilers’ GM Ken 
Holland, to see if they can reach an accommodation that works for all the 
impacted parties: San Jose, Edmonton, and Karlsson himself. Maybe it 
won’t happen at the deadline. Maybe it’ll be later — in the summer, or a 
year from now, at the deadline. Maybe it never happens. 

But that’s completely different from Meier’s situation, where there is an 
active bidding war going on to secure the services of an in-his-prime goal 
scorer, with a manageable cap hit for this season ($6 million) that is due 
a big raise next year. 

Unlike a Karlsson, where he’ll need to work with the buyer, in this case, 
Grier’s challenge will be to pit the buyers against one another, in a bid to 
drive up the price. An old-fashioned bidding war, in other words. 

How much over market is someone willing to pay for Meier? And would 
they pay more if there was also a long-term contract extension in place. 
So, it’s a juggling act, and requires two distinct approaches to the 
negotiations to get them done. I’m really intrigued by the outcome here. 
We’ll know in a week how it plays out. 

Nick Schmaltz’s under-the-radar production 

Economists have any number of ways of testing the current financial 
waters, everything from the traditional Consumer Price Index (CPI) to the 
oddly quirky — the Men’s Underwear Index (MUI), which posits that men 
only purchase underwear when they’re feeling good about the economy 
and when they start buying, it signals the start of an economic recovery. 
Even Alan Greenspan, former chairman of the U.S. Federal Reserve, 
believes there’s some validity to the MUI. 

For me, the hockey equivalent — in trying to measure value — is fantasy 
sport and specifically Media Hacks Hockey (MHH). Media Hacks Hockey 
pits 12 current and former national hockey writers and/or broadcasters in 
an annual competition. The stakes are relatively small. It mostly focuses 
on bragging rights, but after years of competing, the one thing that never 
changes is that there are always a few reliable performers who get 
overlooked — for reasons that are never clear. Plus-minus isn’t a factor 
in our pool, which is a good thing, because you don’t get penalized for 
having productive players on bad teams. 

But every year, without fail, as your cap dollars run out, you can always 
count on getting one or more productive players for $1 or $2 or $3 — and 
they reliably reward you with solid production, year in and year out. 

For a long time, that guy was Andrew Brunette. Then, for a while, it was 
Cam Atkinson. Lately, it’s been Nick Schmaltz. Schmaltz is a 27-year-old 
center, who missed the first part of the season recovering from offseason 
surgery, but he has 37 points in 42 games this year after scoring 59 
points in 63 games last year. Along with Clayton Keller, they are the 
offensive lynchpins of an Arizona Coyotes team that plays hard most 
nights and, until it lost to Calgary on Wednesday night, had won four in a 
row. 

Over a two-year period, Schmaltz is averaging 0.91 points per game, the 
same as Alex DeBrincat and Zach Hyman and ahead of, among others, 
Nico Hischier, Bo Horvat, Andrei Svechnikov, Mark Stone, Anze Kopitar 
… 

Well, you get the idea. 

He’s been an uncommonly productive offensive player, when healthy, 
and is still in his prime. Without Schmaltz, the Coyotes would have a 
deep hole in the lineup. 

The problem is, Schmaltz not only has a relatively high cap hit ($5.85 
million), a lot of term (signed until 2025-26) but the contract is also 
backloaded, so his highest earning years are still to come. This year, in 
real dollars, the Coyotes are paying Schmaltz $4.5 million. Next year, it 

jumps to $7.5 million, then $8.45 million, then $8.5 million. You think 
actual dollars don’t matter? 

They do for every owner and for sure they do in Arizona. On the surface, 
that contract seems to make Schmaltz untradable. And yet, you see all 
the centers disappearing from the trade board and if you really think you 
need someone who can play as a legitimate top-six forward on your 
team, then maybe you start to nibble around the edges to see what it 
would take to get the deal done. Colorado and Dallas probably don’t 
have the cap space to make it work. But Carolina might. 
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NHL Power Rankings: As the trade deadline nears, trust ‘the popcorn 
factor’ 

 

Hailey Salvian, Sean Gentille18-23 minutes 24/02/2023 

 

Greetings from Power Rankings HQ. These are the last moments we’ll 
share together before the morning of the NHL trade deadline. Rejoice 
and be glad. 

With that in mind, our theme this week is what we’re calling “the popcorn 
factor.” The deadline, more than any day on the NHL calendar, is about 
entertainment. It’s about chaos. It’s about fun. It’s about filling airtime on 
Canadian sports networks. You deserve to know which teams have the 
greatest potential in those respective areas. 

To be blunt, not every team deserves your attention. Each is graded on a 
1-5 scale. It’s very scientific. 

Also, one of the regulars went on vacation this week, so Hailey Salvian is 
pinch-hitting. It’s an upgrade for everyone involved, especially you. 

1. Boston Bruins 

Last Week: 1 

Record: 44-8-5 

Sean rank: 1 

Hailey rank: 1 

Popcorn factor:   

That rating only accounts for what happens in the next seven days. If we 
incorporated what the Bruins pulled off Thursday night, it’d be a whole lot 
higher. The best team in the league added a first-pair d-man and a 
fourth-line wrecking ball, and they did it despite starting the day with 
basically no cap space. What’s more, in the process, they gut-punched 
the worst team on the planet. The Blue Jackets, as Aaron Portzline 
reports, are back to square one on a Vladislav Gavrikov deal. Savage? 
Sure. It’s also pure entertainment. Alas, Boston’s roster seems to be 
complete. They’ve already given us enough. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Last Week: 2 

Record: 38-10-8 

Sean rank: 2 

Hailey rank: 2 

Popcorn factor:      

Yes, Don Waddell says he likes his group. He should — it’s really good. 
Also, half of the league tends to like their groups at this time of the year. 
Still, it’s tough to look at the Hurricanes and not think they’ve got the itch. 
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Each year, the roster has gotten stronger. Each year, they’ve added the 
sort of pieces that seem necessary to win, oh, between 12 and 16 games 
in the postseason. In Max Pacioretty, they lost one of those pieces before 
the game even started. How they replace him — not if — is one of the 
great questions of the next week. They’re connected to Timo Meier for a 
reason. 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Last Week: 4 

Record: 35-15-8 

Sean rank: 4 

Hailey rank: 3 

Popcorn factor:    

That the Leafs paid Minnesota a fourth-round pick for double retention on 
Ryan O’Reilly’s contract points toward Toronto not quite being done yet. 
With boxes checked in the top-six and bottom-six, the club’s attention 
likely turns to the blueline and they’ve got around $4.4 million in deadline 
cap space, per Cap Friendly, to work with. It’s hard to imagine Toronto 
making a big splash with a blue line acquisition, though. They don’t have 
a ton of draft capital right now, so it’ll likely need to be someone you can 
get for a modest return. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Last Week: 3 

Record: 37-17-4 

Sean rank: 3 

Hailey rank: 5 

Popcorn factor:     

Tampa has been eerily quiet as other Eastern Conference teams have 
started to add big names. The Lightning are tight to the cap — they have 
$719,967 in projected deadline cap space – and they’ve spent a lot of 
their tradable assets over the years – they don’t have a first rounder until 
2025 — so it will be difficult to make a deal. But that hasn’t stopped them 
before. The point, though, is that everyone is going to be waiting for them 
to do something. Tampa always makes a smart splash that nobody saw 
coming. That in and of itself is going to be entertaining. 

5. New Jersey Devils 

Last Week: 4 

Record: 38-15-5 

Sean rank: 6 

Hailey rank: 4 

Popcorn factor:      

Maybe the Devils win the Meier sweepstakes, maybe not. Their fanbase 
is going to lose their minds regardless of the outcome. He’s the perfect fit 
— a long-term running mate for either Nico Hischier or Jack Hughes, an 
elite power-play weapon, a five-on-five force with 30-goal potential — 
and they’ve been slow dancing with the Sharks over him for what feels 
like six months. The downside here? Soon, the bonkers trade proposals 
are going to disappear forever. 

6. New York Rangers 

Last Week: 5 

Record: 33-16-9 

Sean rank: 5 

Hailey rank: 6 

Popcorn factor:       

In hindsight, it was foolish to write them off as the top-of-the-leaderboard 
destination for Patrick Kane after the Vladimir Tarasenko deal. Since, it’s 
become clearer by the day that Kane is going to choose exactly where he 
ends up, and that the Blackhawks are going to accommodate him. It feels 
like his list is going to be one team long, in other words. He hasn’t 
bothered to hide his preference for that one team. And that one team is 
inventing new terms to hold out trade candidates. Hello, “roster 
management.” Back into red-alert mode we go. 

7. Vegas Golden Knights 

Last Week: 8 

Record: 35-18-5 

Sean rank: 8 

Hailey rank: 7 

Popcorn factor:      

The Vegas Golden Knights are the Boogeyman and the Boogeyman has 
just under $8 million in cap space. What might stop them from getting, 
say, Meier, is teams like New Jersey can beat whatever package Vegas 
might offer in terms of prospects. Still, we’ve seen Vegas pull off big 
moves with no cap room. They’re a total wild card and that’s scary. 

8. Colorado Avalanche 

Last Week: 10 

Record: 31-19-5 

Sean rank: 7 

Hailey rank: 8 

Popcorn factor:    

Try as you might to convince yourself that Alex Newhook or JT Compher 
can do it, Colorado still needs a legitimate second-line center. Three 
logical trade targets are now off the board with Jonathan Toews out due 
to health issues, Ryan O’Reilly traded to Toronto and Sean Monahan 
(again) injured. Colorado probably still looks to add, but their biggest 
deadline acquisition? 

Gabriel Landeskog. It sounds corny every year when people say stuff like 
this, but it’s true. 

9. Edmonton Oilers 

Last Week: 11 

Record: 32-19-8 

Sean rank: 9 

Hailey rank: 9 

Popcorn factor:     

Not long ago, the Oilers were connected to both Kane and Erik Karlsson. 
That was a fun couple of days. As the odds on both drop to zero or 
something near it — Edmonton’s injury situation has made a tough fit 
even tougher — the hope persists that maybe, just maybe, Ken Holland 
will do something befitting of a guy who has Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl on his roster. That makes them a “3” on potential alone. 

10. Dallas Stars 

Last Week: 7 

Record: 30-16-12 

Sean rank: 10 

Hailey rank: 10 
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Popcorn factor:    

Check out what Stars GM Jim Nill told Saad Yousuf earlier this week and 
ask yourself if he sounds like a man ready to pull off something huge. 
Seems like a “no.” That’s understandable, even as the Stars hit the skids; 
the top of Nill’s roster is fantastic, the bottom is full of cheap players 
without much market value and he’s out of cap space. Best case 
scenario for them, unless Kane surprises everyone and chooses Dallas, 
is finding a way to squeeze in someone like James van Riemsdyk as a 
scoring option on the Tyler Seguin line. That’s functional, but not overly 
fun. 

11. Winnipeg Jets 

Last Week: 9 

Record: 35-22-1 

Sean rank: 13 

Hailey rank: 11 

Popcorn factor:     

That number is charitable. We know how Kevin Cheveldayoff and the 
Jets typically roll on deadline day. But they’re linked to Meier, and that 
alone is enough to get them an extra point or two. Winnipeg could be 
headed for some real roster turnover in the next couple of years. Meier 
makes sense as a next-gen centerpiece, and they’d have enough cap 
space to fit his $10 million qualifying offer while they try to convince him 
to sign long-term. The odds are slim, but it’s worth monitoring. And 
regardless, they’re one of the few contenders with actual deadline-day 
cap space (nearly $8 million). 

12. Los Angeles Kings 

Last Week: 12 

Record: 32-19-8 

Sean rank: 12 

Hailey rank: 12 

Popcorn factor:      

The Kings have been linked to Jakob Chychrun for a while now, never 
more strongly than when the Coyotes initially put him in bubble wrap. 
That deal hasn’t been completed for a reason, though, despite how good 
the fit seems — Chychrun is a win-now/win-later hybrid in his mid 20s, 
like plenty of other Kings. It’s still worth watching, as is their search for a 
goalie who can either help Pheonix Copley out for the stretch run or take 
over the net entirely. 

13. Seattle Kraken 

Last Week: 13 

Record: 32-20-6 

Sean rank: 11 

Hailey rank: 13 

Popcorn factor:    

The Kraken’s hold on that wild-card spot has gotten a little weaker of late, 
but the teams chasing them — Calgary and Nashville — aren’t 
particularly threatening. Seattle is in a position to add a piece or two if it 
means locking down a playoff berth in Year 2 — and they’ve got three 
second-round picks in 2023 to do something — but it’s hard to see them 
deviating from the bigger-picture plan of “building from the ground up” 
and there aren’t any glaring spots to improve, either. 

14. Florida Panthers 

Last Week: 15 

Record: 29-25-6 

Sean rank: 14 

Hailey rank: 14 

Popcorn factor:   

Adding Anthony Duclair back to the mix without sacrificing anything other 
than Chris Tierney was a nice bit of business for Bill Zito; as Duclair 
rehabbed his Achilles injury, it seemed like Florida’s cap was going to 
necessitate some tough decisions when it came time to accommodate 
him. Funny how that works out. Now, no other team in the Eastern 
Conference wild-card race is going to add a 30-goal winger. 

15. Detroit Red Wings 

Last Week: 17 

Record: 28-21-8 

Sean rank: 16 

Hailey rank: 16 

Popcorn factor:    

As a seller, Detroit was among the most interesting teams heading into 
the deadline with a major decision to make on pending UFA Tyler 
Bertuzzi. But now? They’ve rattled off 14 of a possible 18 points and 
wake up Friday morning in the second wild card spot. Tyler Bertuzzi is, 
reportedly, off the trade market, and Dylan Larkin (another pending UFA) 
was always going to be a longshot to move at the deadline. Maybe GM 
Steve Yzerman throws the roster a bone and adds a piece. Barring 
disaster over the next week, it makes sense for Detroit to stand pat. A 
playoff race for the organization — and its fans — is worth letting some 
UFAs walk. 

16. New York Islanders 

Last Week: 19 

Record: 30-24-7 

Sean rank: 15 

Hailey rank: 17 

Popcorn factor:    

The Islanders would be a “1” if the Lou Lamoriello Unpredictability Factor 
weren’t in play. Regardless, it seems like fireworks have already gone 
off. They’d be interesting as a seller, given Mathew Barzal is injured but 
… they’re in a wild-card spot. Ilya Sorokin is great. Just see how this 
shakes out. 

17. Minnesota Wild 

Last Week: 20 

Record: 32-21-5 

Sean rank: 18 

Hailey rank: 15 

Popcorn factor:      

Bill Guerin is eligible to facilitate one more trade that keeps good 
deadline acquisitions out of the Western Conference. He successfully 
helped get O’Reilly out of the Central, and didn’t let anyone grab Orlov or 
Hathaway. Sure, the Wild are adding late-round picks, but we know what 
Guerin is actually doing. 

They have around $11.5 million in cap space if they want to add more, 
but Guerin has been consistent that the Wild are not ready to spend first-
round picks and top prospects for rental players. So, let’s all just enjoy 
Michael Russo’s coverage of the fifth round at the 2023 NHL Draft. 
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18. Buffalo Sabres 

Last Week: 18 

Record: 29-23-4 

Sean rank: 17 

Hailey rank: 18 

Popcorn factor:    

The Sabres have so much cap space ($68.9 million) that you almost 
have to pay attention to them, but it doesn’t seem like there’s an appetite 
to do a whole lot at the deadline. Maybe they add a veteran player at a 
low cost — a late-round pick — to help the kids out down the stretch 
drive. For the most part, though, Kevyn Adams has not been willing to 
sacrifice what they’re building for a high-cost rental. 

19. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Last Week: 14 

Record: 27-21-9 

Sean rank: 19 

Hailey rank: 20 

Popcorn factor:       

After Thursday night’s meltdown against Edmonton, it feels like 
eeeeeverything is on the table. Will Ron Hextall do something big? Will 
Ron Hextall do something small? Will Ron Hextall do anything at all? Is 
Ron Hextall allowed to do anything at all? For our purposes, it almost 
doesn’t matter; whatever happens is going to a) go over badly with half 
the fan base and b) help set the course for the last couple years of 
Sidney Crosby’s prime. The stakes are high. Even if Hextall spends 
deadline day playing FreeCell in his office — and hey, he just may — it’ll 
be consequential. 

20. Calgary Flames 

Last Week: 21 

Record: 27-20-12 

Sean rank: 21 

Hailey rank: 19 

Popcorn factor:    

It’s hard to imagine Calgary doing much of anything at the deadline this 
year. They’re on the outside looking in in the wild card, and sit six points 
back of the third-place Kings in the Pacific Division. Brad Treliving 
doesn’t typically go for high-cost rentals, and this year’s roster isn’t 
exactly showing him that it’s worth adding to right now. In Year 1 of the 
organization’s new window of contention, Calgary would do well to sit this 
one out. It’s prudent, but not entertaining. 

21. Washington Capitals 

Last Week: 16 

Record: 28-26-6 

Sean rank: 20 

Hailey rank: 22 

Popcorn factor:     

Tarik El-Bashir put it best: Caps GM Brian MacLellan put the “for sale” 
sign up in the yard on Thursday night when he sent Dimitry Orlov and 
Garnet Hathaway to Boston for a raft of draft picks. Defenseman Nick 
Jensen and useful forwards like Lars Eller and Conor Sheary are in 
Tarik’s group of eight Caps most likely to be on the move. They’re not 

huge names, but they’d fill needs for plenty of teams. Substantive, but 
kind of boring. 

22. Ottawa Senators 

Last Week: 23 

Record: 27-25-4 

Sean rank: 22 

Hailey rank: 21 

Popcorn factor:     

Dumping Nikita Zaitsev and his $4.5 million cap hit through 2024-25 feels 
like a sign of things to come for the Senators. They have around $21 
million in cap space to add a long-sought-after top-four defenseman, but 
they’ll need to be careful. Alex DeBrincat needs a new deal this summer 
and — given he is an RFA with arbitration rights, carries a $9 million 
qualifying offer, and is only one year from UFA — he holds a ton of 
leverage. A new deal could be costly, but we can kick that can to the 
offseason. The fun ahead of the deadline is that the Senators appear to 
be up to something. On a related note, according to Daily Faceoff’s Frank 
Seravalli, Ottawa is among the teams who have inquired about Colton 
Parayko. 

23. Nashville Predators 

Last Week: 22 

Record: 28-22-6 

Sean rank: 23 

Hailey rank: 23 

Popcorn factor:    

The Nashville Predators should take calls on their whole roster and 
actively try to move most of it. Tanner Jeannot could be a nice addition to 
several teams this time of year. But, they’re probably not going to do 
anything. And there’s something entertaining about knowing Nashville 
will — once again — refuse to take a step back. 

It’s like when you pick out a sad movie, and you know how it’s going to 
end, but you watch it anyway. 

24. St. Louis Blues 

Last Week: 24 

Record: 26-28-4 

Sean rank: 24 

Hailey rank: 24 

Popcorn factor:       

The Blues have emerged as a legitimate player for Meier thanks to the 
first-rounders they added in the Ryan O’Reilly and Vladimir Tarasenko 
trades. They’ve been connected to Chychrun, too. Both of them are 
young, elite players that would fit with Robert Thomas and Jordan Kyrou. 
They still have Ivan Barbashev as a potential trade chip. Teams are 
reportedly inquiring about Parayko. And hey, maybe somebody wants 
Torey Krug? Plus, Craig Berube ripped the team — Thomas and Kyrou 
specifically — to shreds on Thursday night. The Blues are fun! 

25. Philadelphia Flyers 

Last Week: 25 

Record: 23-26-10 

Sean rank: 25 

Hailey rank: 25 
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Popcorn factor:    

Unless Joel Farabee moves — and The Daily Faceoff reports that 
Farabee is not happy with how things have gone under John Tortorella 
— there isn’t much on the roster worth caring about, at least in the way of 
realistic trade pieces. We talked about van Riemsdyk earlier, but 
whatever. 

26. Montreal Canadiens 

Last Week: 26 

Record: 24-29-4 

Sean rank: 26 

Hailey rank: 26 

Popcorn factor:   

Montreal’s list of healthy UFAs are as follows: Jonathan Drouin, Evgeni 
Dadonov, Alex Belzile, newly claimed Chris Tierney, and Corey 
Schueneman. Sean Monahan is on LTIR. Joel Edmunson has not played 
since Jan. 26. The Canadiens might only be as interesting as the money 
they retain for other teams to do interesting things. And that’s OK! They 
did enough at last year’s deadline and in the offseason to stockpile 11 
picks in the 2023 draft and five first-rounders in the next three years. 
Take a break, Montreal. You deserve it. 

27. Vancouver Canucks 

Last Week: 27 

Record: 23-30-5 

Sean rank: 27 

Hailey rank: 27 

Popcorn factor:    1/2 

Luke Schenn is going to wind up somewhere; whether he adds more 
than a locker-room boost is up for debate. Brock Boeser’s agent, Ben 
Hankinson, is openly trying to land him in Minnesota. The J.T. Miller saga 
rolls on. Even though, as Thomas Drance writes, Vancouver’s deadline 
probably starts and ends with Schenn, the possibility for more gets them 
an extra half-point. 

28. Arizona Coyotes 

Last Week: 28 

Record: 20-29-9 

Sean rank: 28 

Hailey rank: 28 

Popcorn factor:   

GM Bill Armstrong felt the Coyotes were “so close to a deal” last week 
that they decided to sit Jakob Chychrun, who will not play until after the 
March 3 deadline. This has gone on so long that if Chychrun is finally 
dealt, there will be no joy. Only relief that the saga has concluded and we 
don’t get two more years of trade rumors involving him. 

29. San Jose Sharks 

Last Week: 29 

Record:18-30-11 

Sean rank: 29 

Hailey rank: 29 

Popcorn factor:      

We’ve already said plenty about Meier — and picked Corey Masisak’s 
brain at length about the entire situation — so we won’t repeat ourselves. 
But man, it’d be fun to have a live feed from Mike Grier’s office for the 
next seven days. 

30. Anaheim Ducks 

Last Week: 30 

Record: 18-34-7 

Sean rank: 30 

Hailey rank: 30 

Popcorn factor:    

Last year’s deadline was Pat Verbeek’s bulk teardown. This year was 
supposed to be about flipping John Klingberg’s expiring deal into 
something shiny. That has not gone according to plan. Maxime Comtois 
could use a change of scenery, but that’s been the case for a couple of 
seasons now. Adam Henrique is a versatile, productive forward who 
could’ve helped plenty of teams … but he’s hurt. Other than that, it’s 
spare pieces on expiring deals. Snooze. 

31. Chicago Blackhawks 

Last Week: 32 

Record: 20-32-5 

Sean rank: 31 

Hailey rank: 31 

Popcorn factor:       

Same deal as San Jose; there’s not much else to say about Kane. Max 
Domi could be an interesting piece for a team in need of some offensive 
punch in their middle six, though his defense has always been an issue. 
Sam Lafferty would add speed and penalty killing to a fourth line; it’s 
easy to imagine some GM overpaying for him. But you don’t care about 
that, do you? 

32. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Last Week: 31 

Record: 18-35-5 

Sean rank: 32 

Hailey rank: 32 

Popcorn factor:     

And we’re ending on a sad note. The Blue Jackets’ master plan, again 
according to Portzline, was flipping the first-round pick they’d have gotten 
from Boston for Gavrikov to Arizona for … Chychrun. Time for Jarmo 
Kekalainen to shake up the Etch-A-Sketch and start anew. The attempt is 
worth tracking. 
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The Brandon Saad trade and the closing of the Blackhawks’ Stanley Cup 
window 

 

Scott Powers10-13 minutes 24/02/2023 

 

One of the great debates around the Blackhawks in recent years has 
been when their Stanley Cup window actually began to close. 
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As good as winning three Cups in six seasons was, some believe they 
could have won more. 

Many will point to June 23, 2017, as the day the window was yanked 
close. That’s when the Blackhawks announced within 10 minutes they 
had traded Niklas Hjalmarsson and Artemi Panarin. Chicago had 
accumulated a Western Conference-best 109 points during the 2016-17 
regular season but was bounced in four games by the Predators in the 
first round. General manager Stan Bowman promised change, and those 
trades brought it. Since then, the Blackhawks haven’t finished better than 
sixth in the Central Division. 

Others point to the large contracts given out and how they limited the 
team going forward. Brent Seabrook’s eight-year, $55 million contract is 
the main one of note, but the Blackhawks also had long-term deals on 
the books for Jonathan Toews, Patrick Kane, Duncan Keith and Marian 
Hossa. They had to trade away promising young players because of the 
resulting cap constraints. 

That leads us to another trade that may have shortened the Cup window 
or at least prevented the Blackhawks from a good chance to repeat as 
champions in 2016: the move to send Brandon Saad to the Blue Jackets 
on June 30, 2015. 

Saad, who was 22 at the time of the trade, seemed like he was going to 
be part of the Blackhawks’ next generation. He had already been part of 
two Cup wins and had played 200-plus regular-season games and 67 
playoff games. He was coming off his first 20-goal season and was a 
fixture on the top line alongside Hossa and Toews. It was easy to 
envision him wearing No. 20 for the Blackhawks for the next decade. 

Then he was gone. Saad’s entry-level contract was expiring after the 
2014-15 season, and he wanted a bump. The Blackhawks weren’t 
willing, so Bowman traded him. 

That resulted in Chicago searching for a player like Saad most of that 
next season, eventually trading a first-round pick to acquire Andrew Ladd 
at the deadline. And that led to Bowman not addressing his team’s true 
issue: defensive depth. The Blues capitalized on that in the first round 
and eliminated the Blackhawks in seven games. 

But what if the Blackhawks hadn’t traded Saad? Can you imagine them 
with Saad on the top line and Panarin on the second line that season? It 
wasn’t an either/or scenario; they could have had both. And if they had 
still had Saad, they could have gone out and bolstered their defense and, 
just maybe, made a run at another Stanley Cup. 

So why and how did it all go down? As part of The Athletic’s series on 
how NHL trades really go down, let’s revisit this one in depth. 

The main thing to understand about Saad’s contract situation at the end 
of the 2014-15 season was that he didn’t have arbitration rights. So the 
Blackhawks had leverage. 

You saw how that worked out with Brandon Hagel and Dylan Strome in 
recent years. The team signed both to multiyear deals, and both had to 
settle for less than they wanted. The Blackhawks could have waited out 
Hagel and Strome as long as they wanted. With Strome, the extension 
wasn’t done until right before the season. Bowman could have done the 
same with Saad. Saad was certainly a higher-profile player, but there still 
didn’t have to be a rush to get his contract done. 

The sides did have plenty of negotiations before the trade. Saad was 
seeking $6 million on a long-term deal. The Blackhawks were willing to 
give about $5.3 million, which would have brought them close to the cap 
ceiling. Saad declined. The Blackhawks moved quickly. 

The Blackhawks could have played hardball. Even if negotiations had 
carried over into the regular season, they would have likely gotten by 
without him for some time, and the pressure would likely have grown only 
on Saad. A one-year deal might have ultimately been the way for Saad to 
go, so he could get to arbitration. 

Saad said recently he wasn’t sure what would happen when he turned 
down the team’s offer. He was so new to everything. 

“I really didn’t think about what they were going to do or even being 
traded,” he recalled. “Just kind of talking to my agent and talking to them 
and then trying to figure something out … kind of deal with it as it came.” 

Bowman decided negotiations weren’t going anywhere and the best 
move was to get something while he could. The fear of an offer sheet 
factored into this, but it’s still unknown whether that was a real threat. 

Bowman was interested in acquiring a big center to play on the second 
line with Kane. It just so happened the Blue Jackets were open to moving 
Artem Anisimov, who fit the bill. As Blue Jackets general manager Jarmo 
Kekalainen recalled, the trade came together quickly. The Blackhawks 
sent Saad, Michael Paliotta and Alex Broadhurst to Columbus for 
Anisimov, Marko Dano, Jeremy Morin, Corey Tropp and a fourth-round 
pick. 

Saad had an idea something could be coming. 

“Even a week before, they kind of made it seem like it wasn’t gonna get 
done,” he said. “I think they might even have told my agent, ‘Hey, we’re 
going to trade him because we don’t think we’re going to get to a 
conclusion here.’ So at the time, I really wasn’t sure if it was gonna 
happen or if it was a bluff. 

“And then you get a phone call a few days later.” 

The Blackhawks had lineup question marks heading into 2015-16 training 
camp, but they were hopeful they’d find the answers within the roster 
pool. 

They only found a few. 

On the positive side, their scouting staff had projected Panarin to be a 
third-line winger. He shocked them with his skill in camp, quickly finding 
his way to Kane’s line. 

On the other hand, the Blackhawks were hopeful Marko Dano, who was 
20 and had shown offensive potential with Columbus the season before, 
could become the next Saad. He didn’t last long, though. He was off the 
top line early in camp. That kicked off an endless search for a top left 
wing, with Andrew Shaw, Teuvo Teravainen, Viktor Tikhonov, Ryan 
Garbutt and Bryan Bickell getting shots, and Dano even getting another. 

None of the players fit like Saad, as the numbers show. During the 2014-
15 season, the Saad-Toews-Hossa line played 517:43 together at five-
on-five and had a 57.64 percent Corsi-for share and a 58.43 percent 
expected-goals share, with the Blackhawks outscoring competition 28-13 
when they were on the ice, according to Natural Stat Trick. In 2015-16, 
Toews’ numbers, especially, took a hit without Saad. He had a 50.98 
percent Corsi-for share, a 49.39 percent expected-goals share and was 
on the ice for 39 goals for and 39 goals against. 

“Saader wasn’t the biggest guy, but he was powerful and really a force to 
the net — quick shot and a really powerful skater — so you miss when 
he leaves,” Hossa recently said. “You miss that type of player. I think our 
line, with me and Jonny and Saader, we had the chemistry that year and 
played together for a while. All of a sudden, you miss that one piece. It’s 
not easy to replace. ” 

Toews wasn’t exactly pleased with the carousel at left wing, and the team 
knew it. He wanted stability, like Kane had with Anisimov and Panarin. 
The solution became acquiring Ladd from the Jets for a first-round pick, a 
third-round pick and Dano. It was a high price and would be the 
Blackhawks’ big move of the deadline. 

And to be fair, Ladd was fine with the Blackhawks. He had eight goals 
and 12 points in 19 regular-season games and a goal and an assist in 
seven playoff games. He wasn’t the reason the Blackhawks lost to the 
Blues. 

The reason the Blackhawks lost to the Blues was their defensive depth. 

They had ridden Keith, Seabrook, Hjalmarsson and Johnny Oduya during 
their Stanley Cup run in 2015. Oduya signed with Dallas after the 
season. The Blackhawks hoped Trevor Daley could replace him, but 
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Daley was traded by December. Trevor van Riemsdyk stepped up and 
became an everyday defenseman, but the team had other holes in the 
defense and they were never filled. 

Come the playoffs, Blackhawks coach Joel Quenneville leaned hard on 
Keith, Seabrook, Hjalmarsson and van Riemsdyk. They all averaged at 
least 23 minutes per game. Michal Rozsival, Erik Gustafsson, David 
Rundblad and Viktor Svedberg were the other options. 

Then-Blues coach Ken Hitchcock was well aware of the situation and 
took advantage. 

“They were shortening their bench, and over the course of a long series, 
we thought we could wear down Seabrook and Keith because they were 
playing 25-plus minutes,” Hitchcock said recently. “They had shortened 
their back end.” 

The Blues were also more physical with the Blackhawks than they had 
been in the past. 

“There were three teams that were constantly in the hunt against each 
other, and it was us, Chicago and Los Angeles,” Hitchcock said. “In our 
game, we had to find a way that we could control those teams, because 
especially Chicago had so much talent and depth offensively. We felt we 
had to get them into a little bit of a street fight.” 

Kane was asked recently when he thought the window closed. Could it 
have been the Saad trade? 

“I don’t know,” Kane said. “It seemed like they’re in contract negotiations 
and it didn’t work out and then you try to make a move and trade him and 
make the team better. So, I don’t know. I think it would have been nice to 
kind of figure out signing Saader and then if you get Breadman coming 
from overseas from being a free agent, then you obviously look at it a 
little bit differently. 

“I guess when you go through situations where you have contract 
disputes and you’re always up against a salary cap, you probably need to 
make tough decisions.” 

Kane also wasn’t so sure of the premise that the Blackhawks didn’t have 
a chance to win another Stanley Cup after the trade. 

“We still had a good year that year,” Kane said. “We ended up playing St. 
Louis in the first round. And the next year, I believe we won the West, so 
we still have some of that window left. And then, start making moves like 
trading Hjalmarsson and Panarin. All of a sudden, there’s a different 
outlook. 

“But, yeah, it’s easy to look back on it and say, ‘We could have done this 
or that.’ I think it was a good run.” 

Saad, who was later reacquired by the Blackhawks — and then traded 
away again, has no regrets. He was after what he thought was a fair 
price. 

“That’s kind of the business side of it,” Saad said. “At the time, I was 
definitely upset, because you have success and you win Stanley Cups 
and you have friendships and memories. And I really, I honestly thought I 
was gonna be a Blackhawk forever. 

“But fortunately, I got to come back and get to play some more in 
Chicago. And like I said, I’ve got nothing bad to say about the Hawks. … 
It’s been an amazing journey and memories of a lifetime from them.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / 'More like playoff hockey': Nylander plays OT hero in tight 
Maple Leafs win 

 

Luke Fox | February 25, 2023, 12:05 AM6–7 minutes 

 

TORONTO – The night was begging for a game breaker. 

The Minnesota Wild — owners of the quietest offence among all teams 
not purposely tanking — had executed their back-to-back road game to 
perfection. 

Clean scoring looks were scarce. Structure prevailed. Highlights 
amounted mostly crisp perimeter passes. And the only thing preventing 
onlookers from yawning between popcorn bites was the hope that 3-on-3 
overtime would finally unclog a 1-1 tug-o-war with the Toronto Maple 
Leafs. 

That’s when William Nylander threw on a cape and flew to the rescue in 
style. 

After losing the puck during an aggressive fourth-period charge to the 
net, Nylander swiftly stick-lifted Frederick Gauthier in the O-zone, danced 
past Matt Boldy like he was a mall cop on break, eluded Filip 
Gustavsson’s old-school poke check and flipped the winning puck under 
the goalie’s glove. 

That’s 33 goals, 56 steals, 70 points, five game-winners, and three OT 
clock-freezers for Number 88 in this, the season of his life. 

“It’s no surprise for me right now,” smiled goaltender Ilya Samsonov, 
following another home victory. 

“It looked like they were gonna break it out,” Mark Giordano said. “A lot of 
our forwards have that quality. They can strip pucks back. He’s one of 
the best in the league at it. So, you're never safe around him when he's 
behind you like that. 

“The move to the net was pretty incredible.” 

Nylander’s flash and dash provided a sparkling exclamation point after 60 
minutes that contained all the thrills and plot twists of a Grade 12 algebra 
textbook. 

Which is just the way the Minnesota Mild like it. 

Unlike run-and-gun Buffalo Tuesday, the visitors refused to let the Leafs 
do Leafy things, clogging shooting alleys, finishing checks, and stuffing 
the neutral zone like a rigged-election ballot box. 

“That’s an elite defensive team,” Toronto coach Sheldon Keefe said, 
pleased his group had squeaked out a 2-1 win. “They’re the No. 1 team 
in the NHL defending the rush. 

“I thought we adapted to that. Stayed patient. Didn’t get frustrated. Didn’t 
open the game up. Didn’t take unnecessary risks or chances.” 

The Wild — who are scouring the trade market for another finisher like 
Nylander — actually edged the Maple Leafs 12-5 in high-danger 
chances. But Toronto is exercising more tolerance in these types of 
claustrophobic affairs than it had in years past. 

“We’re going to be in a lot of those games down the stretch and in the 
playoffs. So, you gotta take what's there and not force it, not get 
frustrated. I thought we did a good job,” Giordano said. 

“There’s a lot of teams we’re playing coming up here that are fighting for 
playoff spots or right on the cusp. I think Minnesota was an example of 
that as well. Teams are going to play tight. They're not going to take 
unnecessary risks, and we knew that coming in.” 

The Leafs will practice Saturday morning before jetting on a five-game 
road trip that begins with dates in Seattle, Edmonton and Calgary — 
three cities fighting for their Pacific Division lives. 

A fantastic test for all involved. 

Samsonov, the starter, needs more reps under pressure. The more the 
forwards can get accustomed to not cheating for offence, the better. And 
GM Kyle Dubas should use these last few pre-deadline games to see 
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how Toronto’s defence corps reacts to motivated forechecks while 
considering his next add. 

“These are the kind of games that are gonna be coming down the line 
here,” Nylander says. 

“So you gotta win these kind of games. I mean, it’s more like playoff 
hockey. So, it’s good for us. Patience is huge. 

“Grind ’em out.” 

Before they grind you down. 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Ill-advised poke check be damned, Gustavsson is giving the legendary 
Marc-Andre Fleury a run for the Wild crease. 

Fleury pitched a shutout in Columbus Thursday to improve his record to 
17-13-3 with a .904 save percentage. 

Gustavsson — an afterthought in the summer’s Cam Talbot trade — has 
been spectacular (15-8-3, .928) as Flower’s backup. 

Considering Fleury jumped in at the 2022 trade deadline to steal 
workhorse Talbot’s No. 1 job, it will be intriguing who starts Game 1 of 
the playoffs for Minnesota, presuming the club can hold a spot. 

• Matt Murray participated in Toronto’s morning skate and on Saturday is 
scheduled to take part in his first team practice since going down with his 
ankle injury on Jan. 17. 

Keefe expects Murray to join the western road swing. The earliest he can 
return to action is March 1 in Edmonton. 

• Auston Matthews lost his stick in the first period but purposely stepped 
on the puck to keep possession. 

The Leafs went the other way, and David Kämpf jumped on for the 
stickless Matthews and scored later on this shift. 

• Fun fact: The Maple Leafs are the only team that has not had a 5-on-3 
power play so far this season. 

The St. Louis Blues rank 31st in 5-on-3 opportunities with two. Seventy-
two per cent of teams have had at least five. The Wild rank second 
overall with 11. The Jets top the league with 14. 

• O’Reilly didn’t bleed Blue and White as a child, but he did have a 
fondness for early-2000s fan favourite Darcy Tucker. 

The Clinton, Ont., native lived with Tucker during his first and Tucker’s 
final season in the NHL (2009-10). They are still friends.  

“I can remember the crazy Tucks eyes that he’d have when you turned 
on the TV to watch the Leafs,” O’Reilly said. 

“He says I'll absolutely love it here. We know he loves it here and all the 
things he's done for the city. We have great conversations.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Wake up, Jets: Bowness says team was 'asleep' at start of 
dismal loss to Avalanche 

 

Ken Wiebe | February 25, 2023, 12:15 AM 

6–8 minutes 

 

WINNIPEG -- Well, it turns out the most important game of the year 
turned out to be the biggest no-show of the season for the Winnipeg Jets. 

For a team coming off a disappointing 1-3 road trip, the Jets were 
expected to come out and play an inspired game against the defending 
Stanley Cup champions. 

Instead, they gave up a breakaway goal to Nathan MacKinnon 19 
seconds after the opening faceoff and laid an egg in what was a 5-1 loss 
to the Colorado Avalanche on Friday night at Canada Life Centre. 

Considering the circumstances -- with the Jets well aware that the 
Avalanche, Minnesota Wild and Calgary Flames are chasing them down 
and eliminating what used to be a solid cushion -- an effort like this one 
was inexcusable. 

Rather than being up for the challenge, the Jets looked more like a team 
searching for answers as the stretch run is ramping up. 

Meanwhile, the Avalanche provided another not-so-subtle reminder that 
they remain the gold standard -- or more specifically, the sterling silver 
standard -- in the Western Conference, no matter what the ever 
tightening standings might suggest. 

“We got humbled tonight,” said Jets defenceman Brenden Dillon. “I wish I 
had better answers for you. We’ve talked enough about it the last couple 
of games even before the road trip, of finding a way with three one-goal 
games we lose on that road trip. Some winnable games. And then you 
come back and we know the importance of tonight. There’s no excuses 
for how that went. 

“Breakaways, two-on-ones, three-on-twos, odd-man rushes, our net-front 
-- it was just a little bit of everything, really. They showed us what the 
benchmark is, what a team that’s won and knows the importance of 
these games and how to rise to the occasion. We’ve got to take the 
lesson from that.” 

Whether it was MacKinnon getting his team going with a goal and an 
assist or Mikko Rantanen scoring his 37th of the season and adding an 
assist of his own, the best players on the Avalanche were front and 
centre. 

The Jets' top players couldn’t find the scoresheet and dealt with a heavy 
dose of frustration throughout most of the evening. 

The scary thing for the Jets was that the Avalanche were without stud 
defenceman and reigning Norris Trophy winner Cale Makar, who is 
sidelined after suffering his second concussion in 11 days. 

With Makar out, there was Bowen Byram picking up the slack with an 
important goal and eating up some of those minutes. 

Need some secondary scoring? 

How about Matt Nieto chipping in an insurance marker when he was left 
alone in front in one of several glaring defensive-zone errors. 

“We’re game 58, 59 now, there’s just no excuses for it to happen,” said 
Dillon. “We wanted to treat these last games, coming out of the bye 
week, 30 games, whatever it was, (with a) playoff mentality. That just 
wasn’t it. You’ve got to take away their speed, you’ve got to be physical 
every chance you can. The little plays, a little less is more in the sense 
that if you get a puck through the middle, we’ve just gotta get it in and 
grind them down a little bit. That’s what they’re doing to us. It showed 
over the 60 minutes. 

“We know we’re a good team. It just seems like on certain nights we look 
like a Stanley Cup contender. And then on certain nights where we don’t. 
And don’t even look close. And I think tonight was one of those. We all 
just kind of know what our role is, try to be a piece to the puzzle and not 
try to do something else or do something more than that. If we do that on 
most nights this year, we’ve shown we can be a better team. There’s a 
reason they were the champs last year.” 

The Jets lost too many races and too many battles and didn’t manage 
much in terms of a response after the Avalanche built a big lead. 

That's not anything close to a winning recipe. 
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"We can't hang the best goalie in the league out to dry,” said Jets forward 
Mason Appleton, who scored a power play marker at 3:12 of the first 
period. “It's not like we're not trying to respond, you know? We're playing 
a damn good hockey team in that other room. But you're right, we didn't 
have the right response. And we wanted to give that and we wanted to 
give better, but we didn't. It's a results business and we've lost a couple 
here and that's unacceptable. We’ve got to steer the ship back in the 
right direction.” 

Avalanche goalie Alexandar Georgiev was the second-busiest goalie on 
this night, but he’s settling nicely into a groove and providing the type of 
netminding that inspires confidence. 

Connor Hellebuyck gave up four goals on the first five shots on goals that 
he faced, but there were no softies and he received little support on this 
night. Coach Rick Bowness pulled Hellebuyck for just the second time 
this season, calling David Rittich out of the bullpen to play the third. 

“I wasn’t worried about the goaltending,” said Bowness, who wouldn't 
commit to a starting goalie for Sunday against the visiting New York 
Islanders. “Did you see the shots they had? They had all day to shoot. 
What do you want a goalie to do there? Nothing.” 

So what comes next for the Jets? 

If a visit from the Avalanche didn’t put them on high alert, what will? 

The Jets have lost nine of the past 15 games (6-9) and an inability to 
secure many points beyond regulation could put them in a precarious 
position if they can’t get things turned around quickly. 

The Islanders come to town on Sunday and the Jets play their final game 
before the NHL trade deadline on Tuesday against the Los Angeles 
Kings. 

“Our character and pride has been tested. We didn't respond. We 
absolutely have to respond, win or lose, Sunday. There has to be a lot 
more emotion. There has to be a lot more commitment to work,” said 
Bowness. 

“None of that was there. You can talk about it all you want. It wasn’t 
there. You saw the game, just report what you saw. That’s what it was. It 
doesn't matter what anyone says right now. It doesn't. It's what our eyes 
just told us. And our eyes told us that we were asleep to start the game. 
There's no excuses. 

“Every once in a while, this game is going to test your character and it's 
going to test your pride. We just got embarrassed. Again, let's see how 
we respond." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' Barron caps successful trip with assist in win 
over disjointed Flyers 

 

Eric Engels | February 24, 2023, 11:07 PM 

5–7 minutes 

 

PHILADELPHIA — Justin Barron got the puck at the point, used the time 
and space afforded to him, and put his shot right in Jesse Ylonen’s 
wheelhouse to tip home. 

He was doing what Martin St. Louis asked all his players to do against 
the Philadelphia Flyers — play the game in front of them — and it was no 
fault of Barron’s that the one in front of him and his Montreal Canadiens 
teammates was a complete cakewalk. 

If you want an indication of how bad the Flyers were at Wells Fargo 
Center on Friday, they weren’t just booed off the ice after all three 
periods; they were also booed as they came onto it for both the second 
and third. 

They hadn’t generated more than two high-danger shot attempts through 
the first 36 minutes of the game, and they were fortunate to score two 
goals over the final 24 minutes. 

The Flyers gave up much more than just the five goals the Canadiens 
scored to beat them by three. They allowed the Canadiens to do 
whatever they wanted for most the night, and the visitors obliged. 

Afterwards, Flyers coach John Tortorella conceded his team just didn’t 
have it, that it was “sluggish” and “slow,” that the Canadiens — despite 
all their injuries — deserved credit for playing fast. And when he was 
asked about his team’s effort, he hesitated to call it poor but wouldn’t 
stand up at his pulpit applauding it. 

“Tonight, it wasn’t a full group effort,” Tortorella finally said. “Let’s put it 
that way.” 

Put another way by one Canadiens player, “They didn’t appear to be all 
that inspired.” 

As for him and his teammates, as Josh Anderson put it, “It was one of 
our best games of the year (in terms of) just being complete, everyone 
knowing where each other (was)…” 

Even Chris Tierney, who was claimed off waivers by the Canadiens on 
Thursday, got in on the fun, scoring his first with the team with five 
seconds remaining in the first period. 

The Canadiens dominated the rest of the game. 

“I thought we made plays that were there,” Anderson continued. “We 
didn’t really force much, and we still played the smart game, too, when 
we needed to get it in and check.” 

That’s what we saw from Barron over his season-high 19:24 on Friday. 

The 21-year-old has emerged inspired and confident over the five wins in 
seven games the Canadiens have notched since All-Star Weekend. Not 
only is he playing the game in front of him, but also the one he’s best 
equipped to play. 

Defensively, Barron’s been steady on a pair with Mike Matheson, which 
is what the Canadiens hoped he’d be when they dealt him the 
disappointing blow of sending him down to the AHL to refine his game at 
the beginning of the season. 

“I think going down for him was a chance to work on his game and 
coming back up, he probably felt prepared because he had put the time 
down there not feeling sorry for himself but actually getting after it,” said 
St. Louis on Thursday. 

The product, upon Barron’s return to the Canadiens in late December, 
was the player showing in increments that he could be more reliable. 

But his game steadily built up, and he has begun playing to his strengths. 
The ones that saw him drafted 25th overall by the Colorado Avalanche in 
2020 and coveted in the 2022 trade the Canadiens made to acquire him 
— along with a 2024 second-round draft pick — for Artturi Lehkonen. 

Barron’s assist in this 5-2 win was his fourth point in his last seven 
games. And even if it came a bit easier than the three goals he scored 
over his previous six, it was evidence of him leaning into his confidence 
and playing his fast-moving, fast-thinking game. 

Matheson, who’s in his eighth NHL season, spoke to how challenging it 
can be for a young defenceman to do that. 

“Through your whole career, no matter what age you are, you spend so 
much time thinking about fixing your deficiencies that it can be easy to 
forget what you’re good at,” he said. 

But Matheson has been reminding Barron to do what he does best. 
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“That’s kind of my role, too, as somebody who’s playing with him a lot 
and somebody who’s played a while in this league,” the 28-year-old said. 
“Just kind of keep him present and not worry about what might have 
happened on one shift or things like that. It’s super important to not kind 
of get too wide in your focus. Concentrate on what you can do and where 
your game is at and just have confidence. 

“I think it’s cliché, but just have fun, too. You’re always playing your best 
when you’re having fun versus thinking about all that other stuff like, ‘Can 
I get sent down?’ He needs to just go play.” 

Barron’s been doing it over the past two weeks, and it’s taken him to 
another level. 

That his performance on Friday looked the same as the one he put in on 
Tuesday in a win in New Jersey — and the ones he put in over the five 
games prior to Tuesday — is a big step in the direction he’s hoping to go 
in. 

On Friday morning, Barron was saying, “It’s about becoming consistent, 
trying to get better each day and each game and building my game up 
like I’ve been doing the last little while.” 

You can say Barron and his teammates were given an easy opportunity 
to do that against the Flyers, and you’d be right. 

But he — and they— took advantage of that opportunity. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Analyzing Kyle Dubas' recent trade deadlines and what it 
means for 2023 

 

Emily Sadler | February 24, 2023, 2:39 PM 

9–11 minutes 

 

Last Friday, Toronto Maple Leafs general manager Kyle Dubas pulled off 
a massive, late-night blockbuster with the St. Louis Blues, bringing in 
Ryan O’Reilly and Noel Acciari in exchange for a package of picks. 

In doing so, Dubas not only declared the Maple Leafs a team he believes 
can make a real run at the Stanley Cup, but also reminded hockey fans 
everywhere — or, maybe everywhere but St. Louis — how fun and 
unexpected this time of year can be. 

Emphasis on “unexpected.” Although Dubas had made it clear during a 
media availability earlier this month that his trade deadline priorities 
would be “up front and on D,” he also stressed his desire not to give up 
top prospects or this year’s first-round pick. 

And a rental? 

“I can't see that happening,” he said. As we know, a lot can change in a 
short amount of time — while his top prospects, including Matthew Knies, 
weren’t moved, the Maple Leafs’ 2023 first-round pick was included as 
part of the deal. 

When we look back at his other dealings of deadlines past, this trade fits 
the mould. Although his penchant for targeting players with term has 
always been evident, Dubas’ willingness to now go after pending UFAs 
for three straight deadlines shows the urgency to win. Another interesting 
similarity? The acquisition of O’Reilly marks the third consecutive year 
Dubas traded for another team’s captain in a deadline move. 

And here’s another trend: Dubas tends to create his own deadlines. 
Rather than make a big swing as the clock winds down on deadline day, 
the GM has tended to do his biggest deals in advance. In 2021 and 2022, 

in fact, Dubas’ biggest swings came one day before the deadline. This 
year, he made his big move exactly two weeks ahead of the deadline. 

Does he have more in store? The Maple Leafs still need an upgrade on 
the blue line, especially with this week’s news that injured veteran Jake 
Muzzin has been confirmed to miss the remainder of this season 
(including playoffs). 

With his Blues blockbuster now in the books, and still one week 
remaining before the deadline with plenty of speculation about whether or 
not he’s done, here’s a look back at what Dubas did in each of his past 
four deadlines at the helm of the Maple Leafs. 

2019 deadline: Dubas’ hunt for term lands Muzzin with Maple Leafs 

In his first trade deadline at the helm of the Maple Leafs, Dubas was 
quick to get his guy, completing a deal on Jan. 28 – nearly a full month 
ahead of the Feb. 25 deadline – to bring in defenceman Jake Muzzin. 

To Toronto: Jake Muzzin 

To L.A.: 2019 first-round pick, Carl Grundstrom, and the rights to 
unsigned prospect Sean Durzi 

Muzzin checked off all the boxes for the Maple Leafs, who after three 
straight first-round exits were looking to get heavier ahead of what would 
hopefully be a longer run. He provided that muscle and more, making the 
Maple Leafs decidedly tougher to play against, and with one additional 
year of term on his contract at the time was not merely a rental. 

Almost exactly one year later, Dubas extended Muzzin with a four-year 
deal worth $5.625 million annually. Had unfortunate injuries not held him 
out, Muzzin would once again be poised to play a big role in this year’s 
run. 

2020 deadline: Another deal with Kings brings in a soon-to-be fan 
favourite 

Once again, Dubas did his best work well before 2020’s deadline, 
establishing a reputation for acting early. And once again, he turned to 
the Kings for his top deadline needs. 

In 2020, goaltending was atop his list and term was key in order to bring 
a sense of consistency and reliability at the backup position behind 
starter Frederik Andersen. And on Feb. 5, nearly three weeks before the 
Feb. 24 deadline, Dubas got his guy. 

To Toronto: Jack Campbell, Kyle Clifford* 

To L.A.: Trevor Moore, 2020 third-round pick, 2021 conditional third-
round pick 

*Kings retained half of Clifford’s $1.6-million cap hit. 

Although Campbell was still largely unproven 10 years into his pro 
career, part of his instant appeal as the Maple Leafs’ new backup was 
the contract he brought with him. He’d signed a two-year extension with 
the Kings in September 2019, which meant he was under contract at an 
extremely reasonable $1.65-million AAV through 2021-22. 

Not only did Campbell immediately bring a level of confidence to the 
Maple Leafs’ shaky backup situation, he blossomed into a fan favourite. 
He went from sharing the crease with Andersen in 2020-21 to taking over 
as the starter in 2021-22 after Andersen departed for Carolina. Campbell 
was ultimately the biggest winner of this deal, capitalizing on his success 
with the Maple Leafs to sign a five-year deal with Edmonton last summer. 

Although Dubas dabbled in several small deals closer to that year’s 
deadline, one stands out that hindsight does not look kindly upon: the 
Mason Marchment-for-Denis Malgin trade. The one-for-one didn’t make a 
lot of waves at the time but is a bit painful today. Malgin was held off the 
scoresheet in eight games with the Maple Leafs down the stretch that 
season and didn’t appear in the playoffs while Marchment, who 
continued his quiet development in Florida before a breakout season with 
the Panthers in 2021-22, is now a key part of the Stars playing the exact 
kind of heavy hockey the Leafs could use on the wing. 
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2021 deadline: Dubas’ big swing on Foligno brings major hope … and 
despair 

It’s hard to call Dubas’ dealings at the 2021 deadline a success 
considering how things ultimately panned out, but when news broke of 
Toronto’s acquisition of Nick Foligno, the mood was all excitement. One 
year earlier, the Maple Leafs had witnessed firsthand the kind of grit and 
production Foligno could bring to a playoff team’s top-six when he 
captained Columbus to a qualifying-round win over Toronto. 

To Toronto: Nick Foligno*, Stefan Noesen 

To Columbus: 2021 first-round pick, 2022 fourth-round pick 

To San Jose: 2021 fourth-round pick 

*Columbus retained half of Foligno’s $5.5-million cap hit, and Toronto 
sent San Jose a pick to retain half of the remaining $2.275 million. 

Foligno reflects on his father's time with Maple Leafs 

The Maple Leafs’ excitement wasn’t just about Foligno’s ability to add 
plenty of sandpaper and leadership to the top six but about Dubas’ ability 
to navigate a tight cap situation and still get the deal done. After two 
years of preaching the importance of term, Dubas’ decision to land a 
pure rental also spoke volumes about his team’s drive to finally go all-in 
to win, handing over a valuable first-round draft pick to do so. 

Unfortunately for both the team and player, back luck struck early. After 
Foligno started strong with four points in his first four games in blue and 
white, a back injury got the best of him. All told, he was limited to just 
seven regular-season games and four playoff matchups against Montreal 
because of it, unable to prevent Toronto from its collapse against the 
Canadiens. 

Dubas became quite familiar with Columbus management that spring – 
his acquisition of Foligno was actually his third transaction with Columbus 
in the month leading up to the deadline, starting off the relationship with a 
pair of minor deals and continuing his habit of returning to trusted trade 
partners as he’d done with the Kings. 

2022 deadline: Mark Giordano becomes a Maple Leaf 

Dubas made no secret of his shopping list last year, clearly stating his 
hopes to upgrade the blue line ahead of the stretch run and hopefully 
bring in some depth on the wing while he was at it. He set the stage for 
his deadline moves one month earlier on Feb. 19 with a cap-clearing deal 
that sent forward Nick Ritchie (and his full $2.5-million cap hit) to the 
desert along with a conditional 2025 second-round pick in exchange for 
Ilya Lyubushkin and Ryan Dzingel. Dzingel was immediately placed on 
waivers while Lyubushkin provided the Leafs with affordable depth in true 
rental fashion. 

Then, just as he’d done one year earlier, Dubas made his big move on 
the eve of the trade deadline, bringing in Mark Giordano on March 20. 

To Toronto: Mark Giordano*, Colin Blackwell 

To Seattle: 2022 second-round pick (No. 58 overall; Niklas Kokko), 2023 
second-round pick, 2024 third-round pick. 

*Seattle retained 50 per cent of Giordano’s $6.75-million cap hit. 

After clearing an additional $1.5 million in cap space by sending depth 
defender Travis Dermott to the Vancouver Canucks earlier on March 20, 
Dubas completed a deal with the Seattle Kraken to bring in Giordano. 
The trade saw the former Flames captain, who was plucked by the 
Kraken during their expansion draft and handed the "C," return home to 
his Toronto roots alongside depth forward Colin Blackwell in exchange 
for a trio of draft picks. 

Both Giordano and Blackwell were pending UFAs at the time, but the 
union between the Maple Leafs and their new veteran rearguard turned 
out to be a great match – Giordano signed a two-year, $1.6-million 
extension last May. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why Patrick Kane would be a secret weapon for the 
Rangers 

 

Adam Vingan | February 24, 2023, 1:40 PM 

3–4 minutes 

 

Hockey Night in Canada's Elliotte Friedman joins Jeff Marek to discuss 
Chicago Blackhawks forward Patrick Kane's unbelievable week and 
whether he's still a target at the trade deadline for the New York Rangers. 

In the past week, Patrick Kane has reminded the NHL of his greatness. 

“Showtime” has seven goals and 10 points over his past four games — 
the first time he has scored seven goals in a four-game span since 2016-
17. The timing — one week out from the NHL trade deadline — could not 
have been better. 

Kane’s mini-renaissance has ramped up the chatter around him, and 
recent reports suggest that the New York Rangers remain interested in 
him, even after acquiring Vladimir Tarasenko earlier this month. The 
team’s decision to hold out forwards Vitali Kravtsov and Jake Leschyshyn 
on Thursday for “roster-management reasons” sent speculation into 
overdrive. 

“If you look at the Rangers’ lineup, there’s room for him on the right side,” 
Sportsnet NHL insider Elliotte Friedman said Thursday on The Jeff Marek 
Show. 

The addition of Kane would give the Rangers a top six that seemed only 
possible in “NHL 23.” He would join Tarasenko, Mika Zibanejad, Chris 
Kreider, Vincent Trocheck and old running buddy Artemi Panarin. In 
seven games with Tarasenko in the lineup, the Rangers have averaged 
3.54 expected goals per game in all situations — up from 2.97 per game 
before the trade. 

When Chicago traded Panarin to the Columbus Blue Jackets in June 
2017, Kane said it made him “pretty emotional.” Kane and Panarin made 
magic together with the Blackhawks, who scored 58.4 per cent of the 5-
on-5 goals (52-37) when those two were on the ice in 2016-17. 

“I feel like he was probably one of the players that came in that was 
maybe more gifted, talented than me,” Kane told The Athletic earlier this 
season. 

It is easy to imagine Kane and Panarin picking up where they left off six 
years ago with either Zibanejad or Trocheck in the middle. 

Rangers coach Gerard Gallant has tried a few different combinations 
since Tarasenko came aboard. On Thursday, Gallant went with Panarin, 
Trocheck and Tarasenko against the Detroit Red Wings. Although that 
line had a rough night in the Rangers’ 4-1 loss, it has a 78.7 xGF 
percentage in 32:11 of even-strength ice time. 

Tarasenko has also clicked with Kreider and Zibanejad. If Kane joins the 
Rangers, the possibilities at 5-on-5 seem endless. 

The same goes for the power play, where Kane remains a highly 
effective playmaker. Tarasenko has replaced Trocheck on the Rangers’ 
No. 1 unit with Zibanejad, Kreider, Panarin and Adam Fox. Kane could 
be a secret weapon of sorts. 

As Friedman told Marek on Thursday, the Rangers would need to 
perform “a little bit of surgery” to acquire Kane, likely needing the 
Blackhawks to retain 50 per cent of his $10.5-million cap hit and another 
team to take on 25 per cent. That would leave a manageable $2.625 
million for the Rangers. 
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We can dare to dream. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 02.25.2023 

1269447 Websites 

 

TSN.CA / Giordano closes in on NHL’s shot block mark 

 

Mark Masters 

11–14 minutes 

 

The Maple Leafs held an optional skate at Scotiabank Arena on Friday.  

The National Hockey League started consistently tracking blocked shots 
in the 2005-06 season. Since then, Kris Russell leads the way with 
2,044. Mark Giordano enters Friday's game against the Minnesota Wild 
with 2,041.   

"I haven't called Russy yet or texted him, but I will soon," said Giordano, 
who played three seasons with Russell in Calgary. "Just waiting to get a 
few more blocks and then I got some ammo."  

"Hopefully he gets it tonight," said fellow defenceman Morgan Rielly. "It's 
a tough thing to track. You can't really stop the game and acknowledge it. 
Maybe we'll get him a golden shin pad or something." 

It's an achievement that may fly under the radar. It's not Auston 
Matthews chasing 60 goals or Mitch Marner going for the franchise point 
streak record, but among teammates it's a chance to pay tribute to one of 
the game's great warriors.  

"Just a guy that plays the game hard, wears his heart on his sleeve and 
just competes and does whatever he can to help the team have 
success," said captain John Tavares. "That's always been him as a 
player." 

Giordano, the oldest skater in the NHL at age 39, brings an old-school 
mentality to the Leafs. He's been wearing the same shin pads for as long 
as he can remember.  

"At least 10-plus years," Giordano said after taking the ice, as always, at 
the optional skate. "I don't really like the feel of all the new ones coming 
out. I just feel like they're a little bit thinner than the older ones. The older 
ones have a little bit more thickness to them. As long as you switch out 
the padding on the inside you can keep them for a long time with the 
shell." 

The shin pads have held up just fine. It's the higher shots that have 
caused Giordano issues over the years.  

"I got hit by a Mathieu Schneider slap shot on the side of the head," 
Giordano recalled when asked about his most painful block. "I got a 
pretty good scar from it. That one hurt. It took me down for a bit. That's 
one that really sticks out as one not being pleasant." 

The undrafted Giordano needed to fight his way into the NHL with a tour 
of the KHL early on in his career. Tavares thinks the battle just to make it 
contributed to the toughness Giordano has exhibited throughout his 
career.  

"I don't know," said Giordano, who won the Norris Trophy in 2019. "I've 
always tried to take a lot of pride in defending. Nobody likes getting 
scored on or having to pull the puck out of your net, and any time you 
can eliminate that you try and do that … I've always had that mentality." 

Blocking shots is about courage and toughness, but also smarts. A 
skater needs to work with a goalie to make sure attempted blocks don't 
end up being a screen or accidental tip.  

"It's an instinct thing," Giordano agreed. "High-danger chances, if you're 
there and able to sort of rush the shot I think you want to try and do that, 

but it's a fine line. It's a really fine line. Trust me, I've tipped in my fair 
share over the years that you're not proud of, but most goalies will tell 
you they'd rather you try for the block." 

Giordano is quick to point out one obvious reason for his run at the 
record.  

"You play a long time and you'll get up there in those numbers," he said. 
"I played penalty kill pretty much my whole career, so you better be 
blocking shots on the kill or you won't be out there much because they'll 
be scoring." 

Giordano has been good enough to play 17 years in the NHL. He leads 
the Leafs with 110 blocks this season and he's the only defenceman to 
play every game for the team this season.  

"He's such a heart-and-soul guy and does so many things well," said 
rival-turned-teammate Ryan O'Reilly. "He does everything. He's hard to 
play against. He's so good with the puck and makes good plays. A Swiss 
Army knife kind of guy that does it all and to be able to see him get close 
to that [record] is amazing. It's a special thing." 
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'Maybe we'll get him a golden shin pad': Giordano closing in on all-time 
blocked shots record 

Mark Giordano is three blocked shots away from Kris Russell's all-time 
record of 2,044. The veteran defenceman and his Maple Leafs 
teammates share their thoughts on the feat and Giordano recalls a 
memorable slap shot that him in the side of the head. 

Do the Leafs need to add another defenceman before the trade 
deadline?  

"I mean, that's not up to me," said Rielly. "We have a lot of confidence in 
our group … We like our personnel a lot and we'll continue to push each 
other to be better." 

Burly blueliner Jake Muzzin sustained a cervical spine injury in the fourth 
game of the season and will not return this year. The Leafs defence has 
found a way to fill the void so far.  

"It's more just adjusting and handling more responsibility and having guys 
taking bigger roles," Rielly said. "Muzz was a big part of our team ... He 
played hard and was a big part of what we're doing, a big voice in the 
room. He was important to the PK, but in his absence you have other 
guys that need to take on more responsibility and play more minutes in 
different roles. Guys like Timothy [Liljegren] can take that opportunity and 
really enjoy it and thrive and, I mean, that's often what it takes for young 
guys to get an opportunity." 

The Leafs forwards have also raised their defensive game. Tavares calls 
this the best defensive team he's played on during his five-season run in 
Toronto.  

"Whether it's personnel or just maybe the strength of the team or identity 
of the team, [it] has probably come together more so than any time I've 
been here," the centre said. 

When Rielly and T.J. Brodie joined Muzzin on the injured reserve in 
November, something clicked in.  

"Our identity was really born out of how we played and competed when 
things were the worst here in terms of injuries and depleted lineups and 
times when you really have to find your game and we really pulled 
together," said Sheldon Keefe.  

But the coach sees a defensive decline of late. The Leafs rank sixth 
overall in goals against per game (2.67) this season but they are actually 
13th overall (2.9) since the calendar flipped to 2023.  

"We've slipped in some areas and given up more than we had certainly 
before Christmas, so that's something we've been talking about a lot," 
said Keefe.  
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Do Leafs need another d-man? Rielly: 'Not up to me ... We like our 
personnel a lot' 

With the trade deadline a little over a week away, Morgan Rielly says the 
Leafs' d-core has a lot of confidence in themselves and they want to be 
better and continue to improve. Rielly also explains how Toronto's 
defencemen have been able to survive and thrive without Jake Muzzin. 

Left-shot defenceman Rasmus Sandin will miss a third straight game with 
an undisclosed injury.  

"He's really close though," stressed Keefe. "At this point, I would be 
surprised if he's not available for the Seattle game [on Sunday]. We 
thought giving him another couple days would be beneficial in addition to 
another practice tomorrow. A little more time to add some additional 
strength will be beneficial." 

Matt Murray took part in Friday's optional skate. It was the first time the 
goalie skated alongside teammates since an ankle injury flared up and 
forced him to miss a scheduled start on Jan. 27.  

"I think you'll see him in practice tomorrow with us and the expectation is 
that he'll join us on the road trip coming up," Keefe said.  

Murray is on long-term injured reserve. The first game he's eligible to 
dress in is Wednesday in Edmonton. He hasn't played since Jan. 17.  

Ilya Samsonov starts on Friday against the Wild.  

The Leafs are looking to build on the momentum created during a win in 
Buffalo on Tuesday.  

"We were able to transition really well," said Auston Matthews. "The first 
period, especially, we probably transitioned the puck as well as we have 
all season and counter attacking really strongly and just playing quick. 
When we're doing that we put a lot of pressure on the other team."  

Toronto led 4-0 after the first period. 

"That's how you want to play," said Giordano. "I thought we played with a 
lot of pace and good detail. We're getting there. We've had some good 
examples all year and when we're successful it's just all about us playing 
well defensively, taking away the middle of the ice, and then going the 
other way." 

O'Reilly notes that Buffalo is more of a rush team while Minnesota will be 
heavier and look to grind down low.  

"They're a very hard team to play against," said O'Reilly, who matched 
wits against the Wild in the Central Division over the past five seasons. 
"They defend very well. They defend well as a unit. They keep you to the 
outside. At all times they're playing hard and that's the kind of mindset 
you have to have going into it, expecting a hard game. It's not going to be 
a track meet. This is going to be one with competing, competing at both 
nets. It's fun. I've always enjoyed playing against them and usually more 
sore than most games after because of the physicality and intensity." 

After six straight games against teams outside a playoff spot, the 
challenge will be different on Friday. Minnesota has won four straight 
allowing just five goals in that stretch.  

"How they've played of late, every game is extremely tight, very close," 
said Keefe, "not unlike playoffs in that way. It's one mistake one way or 
the other, special teams, those kind of things, those are the difference in 
games against Minnesota. We have to have that level of detail and 
mindset all through the game." 

0 seconds of 4 minutes, 1 secondVolume 90% 

Leafs Ice Chips: Unlocking a new level 

The Maple Leafs will host the Wild tonight and they hope to build off the 
momentum generated on Tuesday when they put together an impressive 
win over the Sabres. The line of John Tavares, Ryan O'Reilly and Mitch 

Marner combined for 13 points and they'll look to pick up where they left 
off. Mark Masters has more. 

Wild sniper Kirill Kaprizov is heating up with seven goals in 10 February 
games.  

"He's a very deceptive skater," said Tavares. "He doesn't look like he's 
moving that quick, but he can skate really, really well and is great on his 
edges. Just a dual threat, who can score and pass with poise. That line 
has developed some really good chemistry especially him and [Mats] 
Zuccarello. They play the two-man game really well."  

O'Reilly, the Selke Trophy winner in 2019, considers Kaprizov among the 
most dangerous offensive players in the league.  

"He's right up there with the best of them," said O'Reilly. "So dynamic. 
You think you have him squeezed out and he makes a little touch, and he 
burns you. You just have to be so sharp with him and be aware where he 
is at all times because he gets into those good scoring areas too and is 
just deadly that way." 

Per the Elias Sports Bureau, Kaprizov has 108 goals in 194 career 
games. Among players who made their NHL debut over the past 30 
seasons (since 1992-93 season), only four players scored that many 
goals through their first 200 career games: Eric Lindros (136 goals), 
Teemu Selanne (134), Alex Ovechkin (123) and Paul Kariya (115). 

Projected lineup for Friday's game:  

Bunting - Matthews - Nylander  

Tavares - O'Reilly - Marner  

Engvall - Kampf - Jarnkrok  

Aston-Reese - Acciari - Kerfoot  

Rielly - Holl 

Giordano - Liljegren  

Brodie - Timmins  

Samsonov starts  

Woll 
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