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Weekend NHL rankings: Timo Meier, Patrick Kane and a look ahead at deadline week 
By Sean McIndoe 

Welcome to deadline week. Let’s get caught up before 
something else happens and this is all out-of-date. 

The Devils won the Timo Meier sweepstakes, ending weeks 
of speculation by closing the deal yesterday (and then 
making us all wait for hours to find out what it actually was, 
but who’s counting). That’s a huge deal, not just as far as 
what it does to the Eastern race, but also in terms of which 
other players now get circled back on. The consensus is that 
the Devils did well for themselves, although it’s hard to say 
given that the full deal includes roughly eight players that 
nobody had heard of until last night. 

Others trades over the weekend included Nino Niederreiter 
to Winnipeg, Ivan Barbashev to Vegas and Evgenii Dadonov 
to Dallas. That made for an interesting swing, with the 
veterans heading to the Western Conference after it was the 
East that had been landing the big names for the past few 
weeks. We also learned of a major change in Nashville, 
where David Poile will be stepping down as GM at the end of 
the season, to be replaced by Barry Trotz. 

Then there’s the big news of a trade that hasn’t officially 
happened yet but is apparently a done deal: Patrick Kane to 
the Rangers, who appear to be the only team he’s willing to 
move to. If so, the Hawks will have to take what they can get, 
which likely won’t be much. We’re told that the Rangers may 
need to wait for later in the week before they can work the 
deal under the cap, which led to some weekend lineup 
oddities. But according to all the insiders, this is happening. 

That move will take arguably the biggest name of the 2023 
deadline off the board. But there are still plenty of key names 
available, and a few intriguing questions that we’re still 
waiting on answers to. 

Top five key questions heading into deadline week 

5. How silly can the selling get? — It’s felt like a seller’s 
market, but that could be changing with teams like 
Washington and Nashville changing course. The market for 
rental defensemen is crowded, so prices could come down 
there. And all of this is happening against the Connor Bedard 
backdrop, with at least a half-dozen teams pretty clearly 
tanking down the stretch. Will any of those teams pull a 2015 
Sabres and just start shipping out anyone with a pulse? 

4. Do the Kings make the moves we’ve all been waiting for? 
— They need an upgrade on the blue line and could use one 
in goal, and we’ve heard plenty of names for both spots. The 
big one is Jakob Chychrun, and it just seems to make too 
much sense given where the Kings are and the assets they 
could move to make it happen. Then again, if it was that 
easy then it would be done by now, wouldn’t it? 

3. Do the Avalanche have anything bigger in mind? — The 
defending champs have had an up-and-down season, to put 

it mildly. But they’ve climbed back into the Central race, and 
it’s looking more and more like we could get to the finish line 
with Colorado as the top dog in the West after all. Cool. So 
now what? 

Up until the weekend, the Central had been quiet as far as 
reinforcements coming in. That changed a little, with the Jets 
making a nice addition and the Stars doing some tinkering. 
Still, you might expect more from a division with four teams 
all within a few points of each other. Minnesota is an obvious 
team to watch, especially with all of their cap space. You 
figure Dallas isn’t done, and Winnipeg might have another 
move in them if they feel like they need it. But with apologies 
to Keith Kinkaid and Jack Johnson, the Avs are the team I’m 
waiting on for a big move, one year after an especially 
aggressive deadline paid off in a championship for Joe 
Sakic. This is Chris MacFarland’s show now, so let’s see if 
the apprentice can outwork the master — or even wants to. 

2. What’s the plan in Carolina? – The Devils have landed the 
biggest prize of the deadline. The Rangers have added 
Vladimir Tarasenko, and are on the verge of getting Kane. 
The Bruins and Leafs have made nice upgrades, and even 
the Islanders have taken their swing. Then there’s Carolina, 
who not only haven’t found a deal yet but have lost Max 
Pacioretty along the way. Pierre suggested that after missing 
out on Meier, their plan may shift to adding several good 
pieces instead of one great one. We’ll see … 

1. How big a swing will the Oilers take? — On the one hand, 
they’re capped out. On the other, they’re clearly struggling 
right now, their status as Western favorites didn’t last long, 
and they’re risking a historically dominant season from 
Connor McDavid. 

Saturday felt like a bad omen in that sense — McDavid 
almost single-handedly dragging them back from a 4-0 deficit 
against the league’s worst team, only for them to lose 
anyway. This feels like a team that absolutely has to do 
something big. Erik Karlsson big? Maybe, although that still 
feels like wishful thinking. But if Ken Holland settles for 
tinkering and the Oilers make an early-ish exit despite 
McDavid’s heroics, the reaction in Edmonton is going to be 
something to see. 

By the way, I really enjoyed Eric’s two-part “Who says no?” 
series, in which he evaluated readers’ ideas for deadline 
trades involving names like Karlsson and John Gibson. 
Some of them even got the stamp of approval. If you missed 
them, here’s part one and part two. 

On to the rankings, which could be out of date by the time 
you read them thanks to a blockbuster trade or two. Here’s 
hoping … 
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Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley 
Cup. 

It’s getting ugly in Pittsburgh, where we saw reports earlier in 
the week of a disconnect between Mike Sullivan and Ron 
Hextall over a potential Jakob Chychrun deal, along with 
Kasperi Kapanen heading to St. Louis. Our guys are all over 
it; here’s Josh on why this team isn’t good enough to add to, 
and Rob on why Hextall should pay the price for that. 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning (37-17-4, +40 true goals 
differential*) — Landing Tanner Jeannot feels very on-brand 
for the Lightning as far as deadlines go. He’s cheap, he’s not 
a rental, and he’s built for nasty playoff hockey. The price 
was far higher than expected, but I like the fit. I do not like 
blowout losses to those spiralling Penguins, but I’m also not 
sure that Brian Elliott games really count. 

4. Colorado Avalanche (33-19-5, +24) — Well, look who’s 
back. No, not Jack Johnson. After a six-week absence, I’m 
back on the Avs bandwagon, if only by default. With the 
Oilers fading, the Stars and Jets wobbling and the Knights 
still wondering about Mark Stone, my old pals move back 
into the top five to represent the West. 

3. New Jersey Devils (39-15-5, +50) — Man, that first-round 
matchup with the Rangers would be something, right? Of 
course, that would mean the Hurricanes holding onto the 
one-seed, which doesn’t feel like much of a lock these days, 
even with a few points in hand. For now, enjoy your new toy, 
Devils fans. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes (39-11-8, +46) — They came into 
Saturday having won five in a row by a combined score of 21 
to 6, so it goes without saying that they lost to the Ducks 
because hockey makes sense. (They also outshot the Ducks 
roughly 4,000 to 3 and got goalied, so let’s not panic.) 

1. Boston Bruins (nobody cares) — Their deal for Dmitry 
Orlov and Garnet Hathaway earned them rave reviews. I’m 
not as sold on the price they paid in draft capital, but it hardly 
matters — the best team just got better, and it didn’t cost 
them anything in the short term beyond opportunity at 
different deals. When you don’t have any obvious holes in 
the roster, you can be pickier than most. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Detroit Red Wings — Brace yourself, but we’ve 
got some legitimately meaningful Red Wings hockey to look 
forward to this week. 

If it feels like it’s been a while since we could say that, well, it 
has. The Red Wings haven’t just missed the playoffs since 
2016, they haven’t come close, finishing under .500 every 
year in a league where that’s designed to be difficult. 

There were times when this year seemed to be headed in 
the same direction; just over two weeks ago, they were 
sitting at 21-20-8, stuck behind the Flyers and Senators and 
nine points back of a playoff spot. Then they caught fire, 
making up all that ground and then some, and they’ve 
recently spent time in a wild-card spot based on points 
percentage. 

But only barely, and that’s where this week’s schedule 
comes in. It starts off with back-to-back games in Ottawa, a 
weird bit of scheduling that we can blame on a weather 
postponement. Like the Wings, the Senators haven’t played 
important late-season hockey in years, and they can’t afford 
to lose either game. It won’t quite feel like the playoffs, but it 
will be as close as either team has been in a long time, and 
that’s worth something. 

The Wings also have the Kraken on Thursday, then the 
Islanders on Saturday in another showdown with wild-card 
implications. Calendar-watchers will note that that’s the day 
after the deadline, meaning we’re not completely sure what 
either team will look like. The Islanders have made their big 
move; Steve Yzerman and the Red Wings might not have 
one at all (although Max thinks they might). Given how they 
looked like they’d be sellers just a few weeks ago, and have 
two major UFAs in Dylan Larkin and Tyler Bertuzzi, it will be 
interesting to see which way they go. For most teams at this 
time of year, doing nothing at all is a boring outcome. For 
Detroit, it might be the most interesting way to go. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards dead last, and the 
best lottery odds for Connor Bedard. 

I can’t find room for the Flyers this week, but good lord do 
they need a mention. They’ve lost three straight and seven of 
eight, including Saturday’s 7-0 embarrassment against the 
Devils, and John Tortorella seems like he’s ready to strangle 
someone. 

Oh, and through all of that, they’ve still got just the eighth-
best lottery odds, and don’t seem to have any especially 
attractive targets for the deadline buyers beyond James van 
Riemsdyk or maybe a surprise move of someone like Kevin 
Hayes. Good times, good times. 

5. San Jose Sharks (18-30-12, -39) — It’s a huge week in 
San Jose, with Meier gone, Karlsson potentially to follow, 
and who knows how many other players also shipped out, as 
the Sharks shift into a new phase of their rebuild. For now, 
though, let’s focus on something positive: 

Marleau was the first Shark to have his number retired in 
over 30 years of franchise history, and it was exactly the right 
call. Congratulations to everyone involved on nailing the 
moment. 

4. Arizona Coyotes (20-30-9, -50) — Austrian physicist 
Ludwig Boltzmann, one of the founders of the field of 
thermodynamics, hypothesized that given enough time, 
every possible hockey trade (including every possible Jakob 
Chychrun trade) will be created via random fluctuations 
produced by a state of chaos. These Jakob Chychrun trades 
would be almost inconceivably rare and yet would inevitably 
occur if a universe lasts for an infinitely long amount of time. 
This leads to two fascinating conclusions: First, that even 
extremely unlikely events must eventually happen if enough 
time is allowed to pass. And second, that any mechanism 
which produced the universe must be capable of eventually 
producing a Jakob Chychrun trade since the alternative is 
that Bill Armstrong keeps dragging this whole thing out to 
make me insane and we’re all doomed to keep doing this 
every week until the sun explodes. 
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3. Anaheim Ducks (19-34-7, -98) — Dom’s look at five 
deadline targets that smart teams should be wary of wasn’t 
kind to the Ducks, who placed two players on the list. The 
good news for Anaheim fans: “smart teams” don’t always 
narrow down the list of potential trade partners all that much. 
Meanwhile, John Gibson is standing on his head this month, 
which makes you wonder if there’s a window here to move 
out from under that contract. 

2. Chicago Blackhawks (21-32-5, -62) — It feels weird to 
drop the Hawks out of the one-spot on the same weekend 
that the Kane story seemed to be reaching its end, but that’s 
what five straight wins will do to a tank. The Hawks actually 
climbed as high as 29th by points percentage, which would 
give them just the fourth-best lottery odds. I think they get 
back on track, such as it is, but the Blue Jackets are starting 
to pull away. 

1. Columbus Blue Jackets (19-35-6, -68) — We had some 
genuinely spicy drama out of Columbus this week, with 
reports that they thought they had a deal with the Bruins for 
Vladislav Gavrikov. Don Sweeney apparently asked for more 
time, only to use it to get what he felt was a better offer from 
Washington. That can happen — it’s not a done deal until the 
paperwork is done — but it’s still a tough break. Jarmo 
Kekalainen has done a great job getting a decent-but-not-
spectacular player to the very top of trade boards, now let’s 
see if he can close it out. 

Not ranked: Washington Capitals and Nashville Predators — 
They’ve tapped out. It’s over. 

Trading Orlov and Hathaway for picks signals that the 
Capitals are waving the white flag on a playoff spot. They’ll 
be sellers after seeming like buyers all year, and it’s always 
big news when a team swaps side this close to the deadline. 
Tarik has an in-depth look at who else could go in the 

coming days, and Pierre has some additional thoughts on 
just how much selling they’re willing to do. But the key is that 
a veteran team that entered the weekend only two points out 
of a wildcard spot has essentially pulled the chute. 

Meanwhile, the Predators moved Nino Niederreiter and are 
reportedly open for business after spending most of the 
season in the wild-card race. Like the Caps, they’re done. 
Unlike the Caps, they’re apparently going even bigger in 
terms of changes, with Poile retiring and Trotz taking over as 
GM despite having zero experience in that role. 

Hockey is supposed to be a game where you never quit until 
the final buzzer has sounded, but it’s hard to argue with 
either team’s choice here. The Caps’ recent streak of six 
straight regulation losses, including to bottom-feeders like 
the Sharks and Ducks, made that clear, as did Nashville 
falling eight points back in the west. Neither team is good 
enough, and even if they did snag a wild-card spot, they’d be 
zero threat to a top seed in the first round. 

That much was obvious. But accepting the obvious is no 
sure thing in today’s NHL, which has been designed to 
provide cover for bad teams who want to sell fake optimism. 
That’s especially true for veteran teams that are supposed to 
be in win-now mode and might want to deny reality in favor 
of chasing false hope. (Cough, Penguins.) In that sense, I 
guess we have to give Brian MacLellan and Poile some 
credit here, even if they of course also need to shoulder the 
blame for the flawed roster that ended up here. 

We’ve got five teams left in a battle for two spots out east, 
while the west could be down to just the Flames trying to find 
a way to pass Minnesota or Seattle. It will be a tough race, 
and we’ll probably see at least a few of those teams try to 
improve over the next few days. If so, they’ve got access to 
two more sellers than we might have thought they’d have. 
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'Powerhouse' East already in frenzy ahead of NHL Trade Deadline 
Meier, Jeannot latest acquired from West after Islanders, 
Rangers add pieces 

By Dan Rosen  

The New York Islanders got the trade frenzy started nearly 
four weeks ago, and ever since it's as if the top teams in the 
Eastern Conference have been playing a game of "we can 
top" that in what has been an active trade market. 

On Sunday, the New Jersey Devils became the latest team 
to get involved, acquiring forward Timo Meier from the San 
Jose Sharks in a trade that involved nine players and four 
draft picks. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning made news of their own about two 
hours later when they acquired forward Tanner Jeannot from 
the Nashville Predators. 

They both followed the Islanders, New York Rangers, 
Toronto Maple Leafs and Boston Bruins, who beefed up their 
lineups by acquiring some of the top players -- some who 
were expected to be moved and some who weren't -- in 
advance of the 2023 NHL Trade Deadline on Friday at 3 p.m. 
ET.  

And the Rangers should have another big move coming 
(more on that later). 

The Carolina Hurricanes and Pittsburgh Penguins have each 
announced their desire to add before the deadline. Maybe 
the Florida Panthers and Buffalo Sabres will be too. Heck, 
the Detroit Red Wings could also get in on the action. 

The East is dominating the trade market and it should make 
for a wild ride on their side of the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

"My take on it is, everybody wants to put all the really good 
players in the East through trades," Devils general manager 
Tom Fitzgerald said. "It's amazing." 

It all began with center Bo Horvat going to the Islanders from 
the Vancouver Canucks on Jan. 30. 

Since then, the Islanders are 6-3-2 and Horvat has five goals 
in 11 games. New York was two points out of the postseason 
at the time of the trade; it is now in position to be the first wild 
card into the playoffs from the East, three points clear of the 
cutoff line. 

Of course, seeing that it was the Islanders who jumped the 
gun on the deadline, it figures the next team to do it would be 
the Rangers, who got in on the action Feb. 9, acquiring 
forward Vladimir Tarasenko and defenseman Niko Mikkola 
from the St. Louis Blues.  

Tarasenko, the marquee player in the trade, has four points 
(two goals, two assists) in nine games and the Rangers are 
5-3-1 with him. Mikkola was plus-3 and played 25:34 in a 5-2 
win against the Los Angeles Kings on Sunday. 

The Rangers also got forward Tyler Motte from the Ottawa 
Senators on Feb. 19 to improve their bottom-six forward 
depth.  

But they're not supposed to be done yet.  

Multiple media reports are linking the Rangers to Chicago 
Blackhawks forward Patrick Kane, with a trade potentially 
happening as early as Wednesday depending on salary cap 
implications.  

If -- or at this point when -- that happens, it would give the 
Rangers a top-six forward group featuring Tarasenko and 
Kane as the right wings, Mika Zibanejad and Vincent 
Trocheck as the centers, and Artemi Panarin and Chris 
Kreider as the left wings.  

It would arguably be the best top six in the NHL. 

But the Maple Leafs might quibble with that; they got 
forwards Ryan O'Reilly and Noel Acciari from the Blues on 
Feb. 17. O'Reilly has been playing on Toronto's second line 
with John Tavares and William Nylander. Auston Matthews, 
Mitchell Marner and Michael Bunting make up the first line. 

The Maple Leafs are 4-1-0 since the trade and O'Reilly had a 
hat trick and an assist in a 6-3 win against the Sabres on 
Feb. 21. 

Toronto, like the rest of the NHL, is chasing Boston, which 
has been the best team since the start of the season; that 
didn't stop them from adding defenseman Dmitry Orlov and 
forward Garnet Hathaway from the Washington Capitals on 
Feb. 23. 

The Bruins felt they needed more depth at both positions, 
and they plucked it from the Capitals, who went from 
contenders to sellers in a matter of a few weeks. That's what 
a six-game losing streak will do to a team in the Eastern 
Conference this season. 

New Jersey hasn't had that problem this season. The Devils 
are 17-4-3 since Dec. 30, their 37 points the most in the NHL 
in that span, and they made their big move to push the 
Hurricanes for first in the Metropolitan Division by getting 
Meier on Sunday.  

Meier has 31 goals in 57 games this season. He could play 
on a line with Nico Hischier or Jack Hughes when he 
recovers from his upper-body injury. Jesper Bratt could be on 
the other wing, or maybe Dawson Mercer.  
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The Hurricanes are in first place in the Metropolitan Division, 
three points clear of the second-place Devils with a game in 
hand but were reportedly in the market for Meier until a few 
days ago. 

Now that the team chasing them got Meier, the Hurricanes 
are a team to watch to see how they respond. 

The Penguins are the same and maybe their 7-3 win against 
Lightning on Sunday, their second straight win following a 
four-game losing streak, is their way of telling general 
manager Ron Hextall to make a move to help them out. 

What about the Sabres, Panthers and maybe the Red Wings 
too? Will they get involved to push out the Islanders and/or 
Penguins from a wild card spot? Will the Islanders, Maple 
Leafs, Bruins, Devils and Lightning make more moves before 
the deadline like the Rangers are expected to do? 

They might have to if they want to keep up in the Eastern 
Conference. 

"It's a powerhouse," Fitzgerald said. 
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Wolves Wrap Busy Stretch With 2-1 Win Over Roadrunners 
ROSEMONT, Ill.—The Chicago Wolves wrapped up a 
stretch of three games in three days with a 2-1 victory over 
the Tucson Roadrunners on Sunday at Allstate Arena. 

Vasily Ponomarev had a goal and an assist, Mackenzie 
MacEachern also scored and Pyotr Kochetkov was strong in 
net for the defending Calder Cup champion Wolves. 

Chicago won two of the three games over the weekend and 
secured its first win over Tucson in four tries this season. 

Kochetkov was sharp from the beginning, stopping Tucson’s 
Ben McCartney on a breakaway attempt in the opening 
stages of the first. 

The Wolves killed off an early hooking penalty to Ryan 
Suzuki and Kochetkov made several saves on a penalty by 
Alex Green for interference just past the halfway mark of the 
opening period. 

Chicago’s penalty kill finished the game three-for-three while 
the power play was scoreless in two opportunities. 

Ponomarev opened the scoring for Chicago with 2 minutes, 
36 seconds remaining in the first frame, tipping in a point 
shot from William Lagesson, who had taken a pass from 
Nathan Sucese along the wall. The goal was Ponomarev’s 
14th of the season, moving him two ahead of Malte 
Stromwall for the team lead. 

Newcomer Zach Senyshyn was parked in front of 
Roadrunners goaltender Tyler Parks battling alongside 
Ponomarev when the shot came through. 

The Wolves competed hard to the buzzer and took a 1-0 
advantage to the first intermission. Kochetkov finished with 
11 saves in the first. 

The Wolves began the second on the power play after 
Devante Stephens took a cross-checking penalty on Josh 
Melnick late in the first for their first man-advantage 
opportunity of the afternoon. 

MacEachern doubled the Wolves’ lead 3:55 into the second 
period with his third goal of the season. The veteran forward 
carried the puck over the blue line, dropped it for 

Ponomarev, then drove to the front of the net. Ponomarev 
zipped a cross-ice pass to captain Max Lajoie at the top of 
the circle and Lajoie sent it over to MacEachern, who deftly 
tipped the puck over Parks’ shoulder to make it a 2-0 
advantage for Chicago. 

Lajoie’s assist was his 16th point in his last 13 games, giving 
him 30 in 48 contests to lead Wolves defensemen, and 
placing him 14th among all AHL rearguards. 

“I think not much,” Lajoie said about what has been different 
for him during his hot stretch, “Just getting those bounces 
and those shots to the net are getting tipped by guys. Good 
plays by everyone. 

“It’s been nice,” Lajoie added. “February has been a really 
good month for us. We just hope we can keep that up.” 

Ponomarev now has seven multi-point games for the Wolves 
in 2022-23 and finished as the game’s Second Star 
(Kochetkov was No. 1 Star). 

“He’s a really good player,” Lajoie said of Ponomarev. “He 
has a lot of skill and he sees the ice well. He is a big forward 
for us and had a really good month, just like the team.” 

Bokondji Imama cut the Wolves’ lead in half at the 12:35 
mark of the second period, beating Kochetkov with a clean 
shot off a Wolves turnover. 

The score remained the same through the third, with 
MacEachern’s goal standing as his ninth career AHL game-
winning goal, including his sixth with the Wolves. 

When asked about the message for the rest of the season, 
Lajoie said, “Just consistency. When we stick to our system, 
we’re a really good team. That’s the key to it. When we go 
away from it, that’s when we get into trouble.” 

The Wolves earned their 22nd win of the season to improve 
to 22-24-3-2 on the season and Kochetkov finished the game 
with 28 stops to earn his 11th triumph. Parks made 21 saves 
in the loss for the Roadrunners (24-26-4-0). 

Up next: The Wolves will visit the Griffins on Wednesday (6 
p.m.; AHLTV).

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/4254842/2023/02/27/nhl-weekend-rankings-timo-meier-patrick-kane/ 

https://www.nhl.com/news/east-teams-dominating-market-prior-to-nhl-trade-deadline/c-341566012 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2023/02/26/wolves-wrap-busy-stretch-with-2-1-win-over-roadrunners/ 
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Golden Knights acquire versatile forward from Blues 

 

By Ben Gotz 

Las Vegas Review-Journal 

February 26, 2023 - 8:23 am 

Updated February 26, 2023 - 6:47 PM 

 

The Western Conference-leading Golden Knights made their first 
addition for the stretch run, adding a gritty, versatile forward with a 
Stanley Cup pedigree. 

The Knights acquired right wing Ivan Barbashev from the St. Louis Blues 
on Sunday for forward prospect Zach Dean, their 2021 first-round pick. 
The deal comes five days before the NHL’s trade deadline Friday. 

Barbashev, 27, has 29 points in 59 games this season. He was even 
better last season, with a career-high 26 goals and 60 points. 

Barbashev is expected to join the Knights in Denver and be available for 
Monday’s game against the Colorado Avalanche. 

“Ivan’s exactly the type of player we believe we need,” general manager 
Kelly McCrimmon said. “He plays a hard game. He’s at the net. He kills 
penalties. He’s a really versatile, useful player that will have an important 
role on our team.” 

McCrimmon said the Knights’ goal was to add a forward before the 
deadline. 

The team was down to 12 NHL forwards after it was announced during 
the All-Star break that captain Mark Stone would be out indefinitely 
because of back surgery. The Knights also needed scoring help. They’re 
tied for 17th in the NHL in goals per game since Stone’s injury. 

The team determined Barbashev was the right fit. McCrimmon said the 
Knights’ scouting staff watched Barbashev 45 times this season. 

Barbashev has played seven seasons in the NHL, with 178 points in 410 
games. He also has nine points in 50 playoff games. 

Barbashev, along with Knights defenseman Alex Pietrangelo, won the 
2019 Stanley Cup with St. Louis. Their opponent was Knights coach 
Bruce Cassidy’s Boston Bruins. 

The hallmarks of Barbashev’s game are his adaptability and physicality. 
He can play all three forward positions as well as up and down the 
lineup. He also has 132 hits this season, which ranks fourth on his new 
team behind right wing Keegan Kolesar, defenseman Brayden McNabb 
and left wing Paul Cotter. 

“He has a real physical edge to his game,” McCrimmon said. “He’s 
competitive, and we think he’s going to be able to move around our 
lineup to complement whatever line that he plays on.” 

Barbashev is a pending unrestricted free agent with a cap hit of $2.25 
million. McCrimmon said an extension is “a possibility” but that the 
Knights haven’t spoken to Barbashev or his agent, Dan Milstein, about it. 

The team is projected to have approximately $4.2 million in cap space 
this offseason. 

Dean, 20, was the 30th overall pick in 2021. He’s a hardworking, two-way 
forward who can play center or wing. He has 49 points in 38 games this 
season with the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League’s Gatineau 
Olympiques. 

Dean will join a Blues organization flush with young forward talent, from 
current NHLers Robert Thomas and Jordan Kyrou to recent first-round 
picks Jake Neighbours, Zachary Bolduc and Jimmy Snuggerud. 

“Excited to get started!!” Dean wrote on Instagram. 

Trading Dean continues the Knights’ history of moving first-round picks. 
The only first-round selection still in the organization is right wing 
Brendan Brisson, the 29th pick in 2020. 

The Knights’ three 2017 first-round picks — centers Cody Glass and Nick 
Suzuki and defenseman Erik Brannstrom — were included in deals to get 
center Nolan Patrick, left wing Max Pacioretty and Stone. Their 2019 
first-round pick, forward Peyton Krebs, was part of the trade to get center 
Jack Eichel. 

The Knights’ 2022 first-round pick was included in the Eichel deal. The 
team moved its 2018 first-round pick in a deadline deal for left wing 
Tomas Tatar. 

It remains to be seen whether the Knights will make any other moves. 
They still have approximately $7.25 million in spending power before the 
deadline. 

Names are flying off the board fast. In other moves Sunday, New Jersey 
acquired San Jose left wing Timo Meier, Dallas added former Knights 
right wing Evgenii Dadonov, and Colorado grabbed Chicago defenseman 
Jack Johnson. 

Players still expected to be available include Philadelphia left wing James 
van Riemsdyk, Columbus left wing Gustav Nyquist, and Chicago 
forwards Sam Lafferty and Max Domi. Chicago right wing Patrick Kane 
has yet to be traded, but the New York Rangers appeared to be 
preparing for his arrival this weekend with several cap-clearing moves. 

“You continue to work,” McCrimmon said. “We’ve got cap space available 
to still be able to add if the right deal presents itself to make our team 
better.” 
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Golden Knights likely finished with deadline moves after acquiring 
Barbashev 
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By Danny Webster (contact) 

Monday, Feb. 27, 2023 | 2 a.m. 

 

It doesn't look like the Golden Knights are going to make a big splash at 
the trade deadline. 

Following the acquisition of forward Ivan Barbashev from the St. Louis 
Blues on Sunday morning for 2021 first-round pick Zach Dean, Vegas 
appears to have made its significant deal before the deadline at noon 
Friday. 

General manager Kelly McCrimmon on Sunday said there aren’t any 
glaring issues left to address in upgrading the roster after the Golden 
Knights grabbed Barbashev to fill the void left by Mark Stone being 
placed on long-term injured reserve following back surgery. 

“You can always get better, and I think that’s why you keep doing the 
work and evaluating players,” McCrimmon said on a Zoom call Sunday 
evening. “We needed a forward. We were mindful of that even if we went 
into the season that there might be a point in the year where we’d want a 
forward.” 

Barbashev, who was a second-round pick of the Blues in 2014 and a 
member of their 2019 Stanley Cup champion squad, has 29 points in 59 
games this season. Last season, he had a 60-point campaign. 

But a lot has changed from then. 

The Blues took the eventual Stanley Cup champion Colorado Avalanche 
to six games in the second round last year, but now find themselves 
struggling to make the playoffs. 

So much so that they traded captain Ryan O’Reilly, former All-Star 
forward Vladimir Tarasenko, and now Barbashev within the last 17 days. 

McCrimmon said they have kept tabs on Barbashev 45 times throughout 
this season alone, as well as numerous times over the past few years. 

Being on a struggling team could lead to below-average production, but 
McCrimmon isn’t seeing this move as a return-to-form type of deal. 

“Ivan’s been a real good player. I don’t think (high scoring) is what we 
expect,” McCrimmon said. “When you watch Ivan play, he’s a real 
effective player right now.” 

Barbashev is an unrestricted free agent this summer carrying a cap hit of 
$2.25 million. McCrimmon said the Golden Knights would be interested in 
an extension with Barbashev, but there hasn’t been any discussion with 
his agent. 

“Talking with Ivan this morning, he was extremely excited to be traded to 
Vegas,” McCrimmon said. 

The Golden Knights were also tied to Timo Meier, who the New Jersey 
Devils acquired Timo Meier from the San Jose Sharks on Sunday 
evening. 

The Athletic reported that Vegas and New Jersey were the frontrunners 
for Meier, but ultimately, the Sharks were not prepared to do business 
with the Golden Knights unless their division rival was prepared to break 
the bank for the 31-goal scorer. 

San Jose received two first-round picks, four players and a seventh-
round selection to send Meier to the Eastern Conference. 

Vegas still approximately $7.25 million in available cap space remaining, 
which means they could still enhance the roster. 

The Golden Knights won’t be involved with Chicago’s Patrick Kane, who 
appears to be heading to the New York Rangers. 

If the Golden Knights wanted to add more depth at forward, Philadelphia 
Flyers forward James van Riemsdyk is available. The 33-year-old 

forward has just 23 points this season, but he is a reliable net-front 
presence, something Vegas could use at 5-on-5 and on the power play. 

Perhaps Vegas looks to another division foe, the Vancouver Canucks, to 
check on the status of forwards J.T. Miller and Brock Boeser. This would 
be filed as ‘highly unlikely,’ but the Golden Knights will not stop listening 
until the deadline passes. 

For now, the Golden Knights have their Stone stopgap at a much 
cheaper cost. What else happens between now and Friday is anyone’s 
guess. 

“You continue to work if opportunities present themselves and make 
sense,” McCrimmon said. “There’s still time to act on that.” 

Barbashev will his make his Vegas debut tonight when the Golden 
Knights visit the Avalanche (6 p.m., ATTSN-RM). 
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Golden Knights acquire Barbashev from St. Louis for prospect Dean 

 

By Danny Webster (contact) 

Published Sunday, Feb. 26, 2023 | 8:34 a.m. 

Updated Sunday, Feb. 26, 2023 | 7:21 p.m. 

 

One of the best available depth forwards on the trade market is heading 
to the Golden Knights. 

Vegas is acquiring Ivan Barbashev from the St. Louis Blues in exchange 
for 2021 first-round pick Zach Dean. TSN was first to report Barbashev 
was coming to Vegas, and a source confirmed to the Sun that Dean 
would be the piece going back to St. Louis. 

Barbashev, an unrestricted free agent this summer at a cap hit of $2.25 
million, has 29 points in 59 games this season. The 27-year-old forward 
had a career-high 60 points last season. He was a second-round pick by 
the Blues in 2014. 

Now, he comes to Vegas and reunites with former St. Louis captain Alex 
Pietrangelo for Vegas' stretch run. The Blues won the Stanley Cup in 
2019. 

"This trade is a by-product of the work done by our pro scouting staff, our 
hockey operations department and our analytics department," said 
general manager Kelly McCrimmon, adding that the Golden Knights have 
scouted Barbashev on 45 different occasions from this season alone. 
"We're really confident that we know what we're getting." 

Barbashev is a versatile forward who can play all three positions. His 
shooting has taken a drastic dip since last season, but is a good driver on 
offense and can play on any line, potentially the top line on the right side 
in place of captain Mark Stone, who is on long-term injured reserve after 
undergoing back surgery. 

In a prospect cupboard that was seemingly bare, Dean is putting together 
his best season with Gatineau of the Quebec Major Junior Hockey 
League with 49 points in 38 games. Dean had been a prospect the Blues 
coveted. 

The trade deadline is Friday at noon and the Golden Knights seemingly 
have their one upgrade at forward. 

As far as making a play for Timo Meier, that's no longer in play as the 
San Jose Sharks traded the forward to the New Jersey Devils on Sunday 
night. The other big trade piece available, Chicago Blackhawks forward 
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Patrick Kane, appears headed to the New York Rangers at some point 
this week. 
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Golden Knights trade for Ivan Barbashev: How will he impact the lineup? 

 

By Jesse Granger 

Feb 26, 2023 

 

The Golden Knights have already dipped their toes into the trade 
deadline waters, dealing for Blues forward Ivan Barbashev on Sunday 
morning, and they may not be done. 

Vegas leaned further into its win-now approach, sending 2021 first-round 
pick Zach Dean to St. Louis in exchange for Barbashev, a pending 
unrestricted free agent this summer. The 27-year-old adds depth to 
Vegas’ forward group and gives Bruce Cassidy another top-nine piece to 
work with as he settles on line combinations for the stretch run. 

Adding Barbashev cost the Golden Knights another player selected in the 
first round. In six years, the team has traded away two first-round 
selections and five players drafted in the first round, and this may not 
even be Vegas’ biggest move of the deadline. As The Athletic’s Pierre 
LeBrun has reported, the Golden Knights have shown interest in Sharks 
forward Timo Meier, and this deal for Barbashev doesn’t necessarily rule 
that move out. (Editor’s note: On Sunday afternoon, Meier was traded to 
the New Jersey Devils.) 

Before we get into that possibility, let’s first dig into what Vegas is getting 
in Barbashev. 

One of the best traits Barbashev brings is versatility, as he is capable of 
playing all three forward positions. While he’s played mostly on the wing 
for the Blues this year he’s just as comfortable at center, which opens 
possibilities for Cassidy. 

He could play an elevated role at wing, whether it’s on the top line next to 
Jack Eichel and Jonathan Marchessault, or the second line with William 
Karlsson and Reilly Smith. He could also slot in as a third- or fourth-line 
center, allowing Chandler Stephenson or Nicolas Roy to play higher up in 
the lineup. It’s likely we’ll see at least a few different combinations by 
season’s end. 

Cassidy has said he likes building lines with at least one net-driving 
player, and Barbashev has the skills to fill that role if needed. Rookie 
Paul Cotter has played well lately next to Eichel, but if Cassidy wants 
more experience and physicality on his top line as the playoffs near, 
Barbashev would stylistically fit into that spot. 

Michael Amadio has bought into his role as a direct player on the second 
line lately. He’s been much more willing to drive the net, and has helped 
score goals from that area. However, that’s a new role for him and not 
one he’s filled for most of his career. It’s a brand of hockey that comes 
much more naturally to Barbashev. 

Cassidy could also consider moving Stephenson back up to Eichel’s 
wing. The two have shown they can play together for stretches over each 
of the last two seasons, and Cassidy bumped Stephenson up into that 
slot late in Saturday’s game – resulting in a great pass by Stephenson to 
set up Eichel’s goal. With Barbashev in the mix, that option becomes a 
bit easier, especially if Barbashev can play well between Phil Kessel and 
William Carrier on the third line. 

Barbashev is a strong skater who doesn’t shy away from physicality and 
excels in the cycle game. For the vast majority of his career, he’s been a 

bottom-six forward with minimal offensive upside, with the exception of a 
monster season in 2021-22. That’s when Barbashev torched his previous 
career-highs with 26 goals and 34 assists for St. Louis. That was fueled 
by a sky-high 23.4 shooting percentage. 

This season, he’s fallen back in line with his career averages, scoring 10 
goals and 19 assists in 59 games for the Blues. As he showed last 
season, Barbashev has the talent to produce in the right circumstances. 
It’s unlikely he returns to quite that pace, but if he’s given the right role, 
Vegas could extract more offense from him than he’s shown this year in 
St. Louis. 

The biggest weakness to Barbashev’s game is defensively, where he has 
consistently ranked near the bottom for St. Louis. This year he’s 16th of 
the 17 Blues forwards in defensive goals above replacement (minus-3.1) 
according to Evolving-Hockey. Last season, Barbashev ranked dead last 
in the stat for Blues forwards (minus-6.0), and he’s finished with a 
negative defensive goals above replacement in five straight seasons. 

This year at even strength, Barbashev has been on the ice for 34 goals 
for and 38 against. Perhaps the strong defensive structure Cassidy has 
installed in Vegas will ease some of his limitations, but they could factor 
into where he ultimately slots in the lineup. 

Barbashev also carries a cap hit of only $2.25 million, which leaves the 
Golden Knights with roughly $7.25 million in usable cap space as long as 
Mark Stone remains on long-term injured reserve. That’s more than 
enough space for another major addition – including Meier’s $6 million 
cap hit – if the Golden Knights can swing it. 

It’s easy to see why Vegas – and pretty much any team – would be 
interested in adding Meier. He’s already topped the 30-goal mark for a 
second straight season, and his combination of power and skill make him 
exactly the style of forward the Golden Knights could use. Meier is a 
power forward who can bully his way into the dangerous areas and who 
finishes at a remarkable rate from in tight. As we detailed earlier in the 
season, he’s one of the league’s best at converting rebounds into goals, 
which is something Vegas misses with Stone out of the lineup. 

Meier currently ranks 23rd in the NHL with 5.4 expected goals created off 
of rebound shots, which is significantly more than any Golden Knight 
outside of Stone. He’d give Vegas an instant upgrade both at even 
strength and on the power play, and is the style of player Eichel has 
historically had a lot of success playing alongside. 

As great of a fit as Meier may be, there are several reasons to believe 
Vegas and San Jose are an unlikely match for this deal. First of all, the 
teams are bitter division rivals. We’re a couple years removed from the 
hostility of the multiple playoff series, but there must be some hesitation 
on the Sharks’ side to send one of their best players to Vegas. 

Mike Grier just took the job as Sharks general manager last July, so if he 
opts to trade Meier it will be the first big move of his tenure. Does he 
want to potentially send the missing piece for a Stanley Cup run to the 
Golden Knights? Not to mention that a long-term extension would mean 
Meier is directly in the Sharks’ path back up the Pacific Division for the 
foreseeable future. 

It’s not impossible to imagine a world in which Grier would make that 
deal, but it would likely require Vegas’ trade package to be significantly 
better than what other teams are offering. That brings us to the next 
point: What can the Golden Knights offer? 

As mentioned above, Vegas just traded its seventh first-round pick or 
prospect in the last six years. The prospect cupboard for the Golden 
Knights was already sub-par, ranking 23rd in the league according to The 
Athletic’s Scott Wheeler – and that was before losing Dean. 

Brendan Brisson, the 2020 first-round pick, is the only remaining top pick 
in Vegas’ system, and he didn’t rank inside the top 154 players under the 
age of 23 league-wide. The Golden Knights’ only prospect to make that 
ranking was 2020 third-round pick Lukas Cormier, who came in at No. 
134. 
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Meanwhile the Devils – who are also believed to have interest in Meier – 
have the second-best prospect pool in the NHL according to Wheeler. 
New Jersey has eight players in the top-154 list, including a whopping 
four inside the top-50 in the NHL. Vegas can offer as many future first-
round picks as it likes, but considering it has been a perennial playoff 
team, the value of those is decreased. 

Even the Blues, who just added Dean, have three first-round picks in the 
upcoming draft at their disposal. 

It’s unwise to rule the Golden Knights completely out on Meier. They’ve 
shown many times they have the creativity to pull these types of moves 
off. It’s just difficult to find a path to Vegas significantly outbidding other 
suitors. 

Then there are the future salary-cap implications that a trade for Meier 
would have. A pending restricted free agent, Meier is still under team 
control entering the offseason. However, Meier’s qualifying offer to retain 
his services is $10 million next season. Whichever team acquires him will 
either have to work out a long-term extension, or pay him $10 million in 
2023-24. Considering that those are the only two options, Meier and his 
representation will have quite a bit of leverage in those negotiations. 

With Stone and Robin Lehner both expected to come off LTIR this 
summer, that would give the Golden Knights 20 players and $79.2 million 
in salary signed for next season. That’s not including any potential deal to 
the newly-acquired Barbashev, and gives Vegas very little room to work 
under what is expected to be an $83.5 million salary cap. Adding Meier 
would mean significant cap-shedding maneuvers in the summer, with 
likely multiple players being traded away. 

Still, the Golden Knights are currently in first place of what appears to be 
a wide open Western Conference. Adding Meier would no doubt 
strengthen the club. The question is: At what cost? 

We should find out in the coming days. 
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NHL trade grades: Golden Knights add Ivan Barbashev, Blues get 
prospect Zach Dean 

 

By Sean Gentille, Dom Luszczyszyn and more 

Feb 26, 2023 

 

Sean Gentille: If the last few weeks weren’t proof enough that this year’s 
NHL trade deadline would be a little different from the usual — it feels 
like the game board is clearing itself with a full work week remaining — 
Vegas’ Sunday morning deal should cinch it. 

The Golden Knights went out and paid a reasonable price for a decent 
depth forward who doesn’t make a ton of money. Disorienting stuff. 

Now, we — and Timo Meier, and the New Jersey Devils — get to wait 
and see whether Barbashev remains their biggest move. 

Unless Barbashev reverts to 2021-22 and spends the rest of his season 
shooting 23.4 percent, he’ll bring decent size, some playmaking ability 
and a brutal defensive record to the Golden Knights’ bottom six. He’s got 
traits that playoff teams covet; if it wasn’t Vegas, you can bet some other 
relevant team would’ve given the Blues what they wanted. 

Vegas using Barbashev as a 4C, where he’s a major upgrade on Byron 
Froese, could certainly solve some of his defensive issues. He’s a left 
shot, too, which is another reason not to view him as a Mark Stone 
replacement, but depth is depth. This feels of a type with Winnipeg’s 

move on Saturday and Dallas’ on Sunday — a Western Conference 
contender trying to pull itself out of the pack with a minor addition to a 
position of need. The West is wide open, and these teams are acting like 
it. 

In short, Barbashev is a solid, substantive, short-term add with no long-
term cap ramifications. What a concept. Now, we can see what — if 
anything — they manage to do with the rest of that $7-ish million in cap 
space. 

As for the Blues? Great move. No real notes — Dean has pedigree and 
seems to be on track to contribute at the NHL level. To me, that seems 
like a better addition than a second- or third-round lottery ticket. 
Barbashev had value elsewhere, but not in St. Louis. Nice return for a 
pending UFA, especially for a team entering its next phase. 

Golden Knights grade: B- 

Blues grade: A- 

Dom Luszczyszyn: Barbashev turned heads last season when he finally 
broke out offensively into the player many felt he could be. In 81 games 
he scored 26 goals and 60 points — a productive season that was a big 
part of St. Louis’ dominance. But those totals don’t tell the whole story 
about his game. 

They don’t show a ludicrously high 12 percent on-ice shooting 
percentage at five-on-five after consistently being around 7 percent for 
his entire career. They don’t show him scoring on 33 percent of his shots 
on the power play — or that he didn’t even earn a point on half the 
power-play goals he was on the ice for. They don’t show that the Blues 
bled chances and goals against with him on the ice, leading to earning 
just 45 percent of the expected goals and 50 percent of the actual goals 
— both well below the team average. 

And that was last year when he was a 60-point player. This year his play 
has only declined further as his on-ice shooting percentage has 
regressed, leading to lower point totals at five-on-five. On the power play, 
he has zero goals in the same number of minutes and the same number 
of expected goals as last year. And yes, the defensive numbers are still 
poor, putting him below 50 percent by actual and expected goals. 

Vegas could use some forward depth and maybe Barbashev’s defensive 
issues can be fixed in Bruce Cassidy’s system in a lesser role. His usage 
is one of the league’s toughest for forwards. But this still feels like the 
wrong target for an all-in team, one that only marginally moves the 
needle. He’s just not a player I would’ve ultimately considered in the first 
place. 

As for the price, Dean is the fifth of six players the Golden Knights have 
drafted in the first round that they’ve traded. The 30th pick in 2021 was 
ranked as the team’s third-best prospect according to Scott Wheeler’s 
latest rankings and that’s probably a much better haul for the Blues than 
a non-first-round pick — even if his ceiling probably isn’t that high. In the 
grand scheme of things the price doesn’t really matter much here for 
Vegas, but it’s still a nice get for the Blues. 

Golden Knights grade: C+ 

Blues grade: A- 

Corey Pronman: Zach Dean was a first-round pick by Vegas in 2021. 
Since then he’s been an important player this season for a top QMJHL 
team and was a top-nine forward for Canada at the world juniors when 
they won gold. Dean isn’t a flashy player, but he’s a good skater, he has 
some skill, he can shoot the puck well and he has a terrific motor. He 
attacks the net, plays hard and has a physical edge in his game. 

I don’t see Dean as a big scorer at higher levels, though, as I don’t think 
he’s an overly creative or instinctive player with the puck. He can play 
center or wing. I can see him becoming a middle-six wing, but if he stays 
down the middle it would be more of a No. 3/4 center for me. 

Barbashev is a quality NHL forward. He plays hard, he has very good 
skill and can play with pace. He also can play center or wing. He’s not a 
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primary driver of offense, but won’t need to be on his new team. I like this 
addition a lot for Vegas, as Barbashev’s high-motor style of play will 
translate well into that lineup, and hopefully lead to some playoff success 
from a player with a Cup already. 

Golden Knights grade: B+ 

Blues grade: B 
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Golden Knights acquire Ivan Barbashev from Blues: What the forward 
brings to Vegas 

 

By Jeremy Rutherford, Jesse Granger and Eric Duhatschek 

 

The St. Louis Blues have traded forward Ivan Barbashev to the Golden 
Knights, Vegas announced Sunday. Forward Zach Dean is going to St. 
Louis as part of the deal. Here’s what you need to know: 

Barbashev, 27, has 29 points (10 goals, 19 assists) in 59 games this 
season. 

He’s played his entire seven-year career with the Blues after they 
selected him in the second round of the 2014 NHL Draft. 

Vegas is 35-18-6 this season and sits first in the Pacific Division. 

Scouting report 

With Tarasenko dispatched to the Rangers, Barbashev became the 
second-most intriguing trade target among Blues forwards after Ryan 
O’Reilly. Barbashev isn’t close to posting the scoring numbers he did a 
year ago during a career year (60 points in 81 games), but he is a 
reliable two-way player with championship experience. 

In short, he’s this year’s Calle Jarnkrok, someone who will be moved at 
the deadline to a team looking to supplement its third line. — Duhatschek 

What Barbashev brings to Vegas 

It’s felt like the Golden Knights have needed another top-nine forward all 
season, and Barbashev gives them a great option. Bruce Cassidy has 
spread the lineup deeper lately, and the results have been good, but 
adding another solid winter into the mix should only help. 

Barbashev can play all three forward positions, which helps, and has the 
skill to play on any of Vegas’ top three lines. Whether he slots in with 
Jack Eichel and Jonathan Marchessault, or William Karlsson and Reilly 
Smith, Barbashev has the potential to improve either. That, in turn, would 
also strengthen the bottom six by pushing either Michael Amadio or Paul 
Cotter down. 

Barbashev has crashed down to earth a bit this year with only 10 goals 
and 19 assists, but he’s only a year removed from a huge 2021-22 
season where he poured in 26 goals and 34 assists. Perhaps playing 
with some of Vegas’ top forwards can rekindle some of that offensive 
touch. — Granger 

Why did the Blues trade Barbashev? 

The Blues are in a full-blown retool and have already moved Tarasenko, 
O’Reilly, Noel Acciari and Niko Mikkola. It was just a matter of time 
before it was Barbashev’s turn to bid farewell to St. Louis. 

The 27-year-old is a pending unrestricted free agent, and after putting up 
26 goals and 60 points last season, he’s in line for a raise on his $2.25 
million salary. The Blues likely weren’t willing to meet the cost, and thus 

continued to the team fire-sale leading up to the March 3 trade deadline. 
— Rutherford 

How will he be remembered in St. Louis? 

The Russian forward will always be a fan favorite in St. Louis. In 2013, 
the Blues sent David Perron to Edmonton and received a second-round 
pick in the return package. They used it on Barbashev in 2014, and he 
has been a valuable player since his arrival a few years later. 

In 2019, the fourth line of Barbashev, Oskar Sundqvist and Alexander 
Steen was a large reason the Blues won the Stanley Cup. Overall, he 
played 410 regular season games with the organization, and there will be 
huge applause when he returns. — Rutherford 
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Daily Nuggets: Golden Knights Make Trade, Goalie Goals, Former VGK 
Player Traded, and More 

 

By OWEN KREPPS 

Feb 26, 2023 • 8:00 PM 

 

Tons of news to go over today, let's jump right into things. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Trade: The Golden Knights have acquired Ivan Barbashev from the St. 
Louis Blues. 

New Jersey: We don't know the return. But we do know the Golden 
Knights are not the team Timo Meier will be going to. 

For all of our trade deadline content, check out the trade roundup page. 

San Jose: The Timo Meier trade is in place, with the San Jose Sharks 
trading him to the New Jersey Devils. 

New York: We're waiting on the details regarding that trade and also the 
inevitable Patrick Kane to the Rangers deal. 

Dallas: Evgenii Dadonov has reunited with Peter DeBoer as the Montreal 
Canadiens have traded him. 

New York: Also a former Golden Knight, Jake Leschyshyn has cleared 
waivers as the Rangers prep to trade for Patrick Kane. 

Buffalo: Lastly on former Knight's watch, Alex Tuch is week-to-week for 
the playoff-pushing Buffalo Sabres. 

Winnipeg: The Nashville Predators have traded Nino Niederreiter to the 
Winnipeg Jets. 

Colorado: Jack Johnson has re-joined the Colorado Avalanche's roster 
via trade. 
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Golden Knights Miss Out On Trading For Timo Meier 

 

By OWEN KREPPS 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 27, 2023 

 

Feb 26, 2023 • 6:00 PM 

 

The Devil's got your number. Or in this case, your Timo Meier as the New 
Jersey Devils are reportedly traded for the San Jose Sharks star forward. 

We are still waiting on the official trade details, but it is safe to say that 
the Vegas Golden Knights have missed out on the Meier sweepstakes. 

Last night it was reported that the Golden Knights were among the 
finalists to add Meier with the Devils as the Carolina Hurricanes dropped 
out of the race for the Swiss forward. This season the pending RFA has 
52 points in 57 games played with a contract that has an AAV of $6 
million. 

Meier was arguably the biggest name on the trade block given his 
abilities on the ice and his age (27). So it would have cost the Golden 
Knights a good chunk of picks and prospects to acquire him from the 
Sharks. 

The Golden Knights did make one trade Sunday however, as they 
acquired Ivan Barbashev from the St. Louis Blues for prospect Zach 
Dean. 

The 2023 NHL Trade Deadline is on March 3rd. For all of Vegas Hockey 
Now's trade deadline coverage, check out of trade roundup page. 
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TRADE: Golden Knights Acquire Ivan Barbashev From Blues 

 

By OWEN KREPPS 

Feb 26, 2023 • 12:00 PM 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights have traded for St. Louis Blues forward Ivan 
Barbashev in exchange for prospect Zach Dean. 

Barbashev is a 27-year-old Russian forward who has seven years of 
NHL experience. This season he has scored 10 goals and 19 assists for 
29 points in 59 games this season. In 2019, he was a key member of the 
Blues Stanley Cup Championship team along with current Golden Knight 
Alex Pietrangelo. 

Barbashev is in the final year of a two-year deal with an annual cap hit of 
$2.25 million. The Golden Knights have the available cap space as Mark 
Stone is currently on LTIR. With the Blues in sell mode, they have traded 
away Vladamir Tarasenko, Ryan O'Reilly, Noel Acciari, Niko Mikkola, and 
now Barbashev. 

As for Dean, he was a 2021 first-round pick by the Golden Knights who 
has yet to play an NHL game. The 20-year old forward has 49 points in 
38 games this season with Gatineau of the QMJHL. Brendan Brisson is 
now the only Golden Knight first-round draft pick in the VGK system. 
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SOURCE: ‘Vegas in hard on Meier’ 

 

By SHENG PENG 

Feb 26, 2023 • 2:00 AM 

 

I didn’t believe it when I first heard it. 

“Vegas in hard on Meier,” I heard an NHL source say two days ago. 

But yesterday, Pierre LeBrun and Chris Johnston essentially said the 
same thing, identifying the Vegas Golden Knights, New Jersey Devils, 
and Carolina Hurricanes as the three favorites to land Meier. While New 
Jersey and Carolina are widely considered the leaders in the Meier 
sweepstakes, with the St. Louis Blues as an honorable mention, 
Johnston called the Golden Knights a “dark horse”. 

I didn’t believe it because I have no idea what futures Vegas could offer 
that would entice the San Jose Sharks. 

“Their system is awful,” an NHL scout told San Jose Hockey Now. 

According to SJHN’s sources, the Golden Knights have no Grade-A 
prospects and probably only one clear-cut Grade-B prospect in the entire 
system, defenseman Lukas Cormier. 

Other than that? Well, it’s a desert out there. 

“I would think it has to be centered around one of Chayka, Korczak, 
Dorofeyev and Brisson. Plus Cormier,” another NHL source offered. 

Defensemen Daniil Chayka and Kaeden Korczak, and forwards Pavel 
Dorofeyev and Brendan Brisson, are probably Grade-C prospects these 
days. 

“Dorofeyev is not a sure thing. Chayka and Korczak look like okay stay-
at-home guys. Brisson and Cormier are the two with upside, and even 
then,” the source acknowledged, “I wouldn’t be running to the table [for 
that].” 

Another source stressed that there was “no way” a direct trade between 
bitter playoff rivals San Jose Sharks and Vegas could happen. But could 
Meier be sent to a middle-man team who re-routes him to the Golden 
Knights? That was possible. 

But that doesn’t change the fact that San Jose appears to be looking for 
three high-end futures for Meier – and Vegas doesn’t have that. 

That is, unless? 

“Not sure anyone else [in Vegas] gets you there for Meier other than lots 
of picks,” the source intimated. 

The Golden Knights have their 2023 first-round pick, but they’re likely 
going to the playoffs, so that selection wouldn’t be the most enticing. But 
take that pick, and add another unprotected future Vegas first-rounder? 

The Golden Knights are an older team, and despite their best efforts, 
their Cup-contending window may be closed sooner than they expect. 
They did miss the playoffs last year, after all. 

So if you’re San Jose Sharks GM Mike Grier, maybe you ask for an 
unprotected 2024 or 2025 first-rounder, on top of say Cormier and the 
2023 first, and roll the dice that the 2024 or 2025 lands in the lottery? 

For San Jose Sharks fans, besides beating Vegas in the playoffs, what 
could be sweeter than profiting from their misery? 
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Special teams unable to back up Coyotes in loss to Predators 

 

Jenna Ortiz 
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Once the stronghold of the team, the Arizona Coyotes couldn’t get its 
power play going.  

Sunday’s 6-2 loss to the Nashville Predators at Mullett Arena saw the 
Coyotes go 0-for-5 on the power play and surrender three consecutive 
goals in the third period.  

It was the Coyotes' second loss in the last six games at Mullett Arena. 
The Coyotes have had past success defending its home ice, but have 
faltered as of late, giving up 12 goals in the last two games. Against the 
Predators, the Coyotes gave away the puck 13 times.  

“When you turn the puck over that much, it’s the NHL — teams are going 
to score,” Coyotes defenseman Shayne Gostisbehere said. “I think for 
us, a little more discipline in our game is what makes us a good team in 
getting pucks deep. We said it before the game, we have to get pucks 
behind them and we did it for some points in that game, but we got to 
stick with it for a full 60.”  

Both lineups have been affected with the trade deadline approaching. 
The Predators have become sellers and were without winger Nino 
Niederreiter, who was traded to the Winnipeg Jets on Saturday. Coyotes 
defenseman Jakob Chychrun was still scratched for trade related 
reasons and the Coyotes went with 12 forwards and six defensemen.  

Finding some offense on special teams  

The power play didn’t yield results for the Coyotes and had a hard time 
keeping the puck in the zone.  

“The big difference was our special teams and our power play,” Coyotes 
coach Andre Tourigny said. “That lacked execution, we did not connect, 
we did not create enough high-end connections. They connected on their 
power play and they separated themselves from there.”   

A bright spot for special teams was a shorthanded goal in the first period.   

Gostisbehere was right on the puck after Cody Glass won the faceoff 
against Barrett Hayton and went on the rush with Nick Schmaltz. The 
give-and-go between the two ended with Gostisbehere flexing his wrister 
on Juuse Saros for a shorthanded goal.  

Schmaltz stays hot  

Nick Schmaltz and Clayton Keller’s chemistry propelled the Coyotes' top 
line in the second period. Schmaltz brought life back into the game when 
he returned a cross-seam pass from Keller into the net to cut the deficit 
to 3-2. Schmaltz has had goals in the last three games and has scored in 
six of his last eight games.  

After the game, his 10 goals since Jan. 24 is second-most among all 
NHL skaters in that span.  

Unable to respond  

Roman Josi has built a history against the Coyotes in the last 12 years 
with 28 points (11 goals, 17 assists) in 29 games. This season, he 
accumulated six points (4 goals, 2 assists), including two goals and an 
assist in Sunday’s game. Josi’s power play goal in the third period 
marked the first of two goals on the man advantage for the Predators.   

Cody Glass finished off a play from Mikael Granlund and Josi on the 
power play for the final score. The Coyotes didn’t give many power play 
opportunities, but were burned by the Predators converting two of its 
three chances.  

Connor Ingram made 11 saves in the third, while the Coyotes only had 
eight shots on goal. Ingram finished with 28 saves on 34 shots. 
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Mullett madness: How the Arizona Coyotes have maintained a home ice 
advantage 

 

Jenna Ortiz 

 

At first, it was hard to determine how the Arizona Coyotes would play at 
home.   

With only a sampling of games that kicked off the inaugural season at 
Mullett Arena, the Coyotes couldn’t fully establish a home ice advantage 
and went 1-2-1 before going on the road for the next month.  

It wasn’t until the Coyotes returned from the 14-game road trip and 
racked up big wins when the home ice advantage was forming. The 
Coyotes snapped its 19-game losing streak to the Boston Bruins, and 
then returned with an overtime win over the Philadelphia Flyers via 
Clayton Keller’s first career hat trick.  

The ice has often been praised for its quality and it has produced fast-
paced results for the Coyotes. Of the 20 wins, 13 have come from home 
heading into Sunday's home game against Nashville. Ten of those 13 
wins came against teams in a steady race for the playoffs, including both 
teams in the Stanley Cup Final.  

When the Coyotes took down the Vegas Golden Knights, one of the top 
teams in the Pacific Division, Clayton Keller pointed to the heavy road 
presence playing a positive role.  

“We obviously spent a long time on the road to start the year so I think 
when we’re home, we’re super excited and the ice is super good here. 
That always makes it a little easier on the legs. It’s just fun playing at 
home,” Keller said.  

In each of the last five games, the Coyotes have put on thrilling efforts in 
different ways. Sometimes it was goaltending taking center stage or 
different lines stepping up. A bizarre sight during Wednesday’s game 
against the Calgary Flames was the Coyotes up 3-1 during the second 
period while the Flames were totaling over 30 shots on goal.   

Injuries and the trade deadline will certainly tinker with the current setup, 
especially with defenseman Jakob Chychrun missing the last six games 
for trade related reasons. But throughout the season, the team has 
displayed tight chemistry with lines that haven’t shifted in the last two 
months.   

“First and foremost, you look at Keller and (Nick) Schmaltz. Those two 
are leading the pack, they bring our offense every night,” Coyotes 
forward Christian Fischer said. “They kind of drag everybody with them. 
When they’re out there making so many plays and obviously, even if 
they’re not scoring, it gives so much momentum for other guys.”  

Schmaltz has performed better at home with 22 points (10 goals, 12 
assists), including six points in the last five games. Keller has scored four 
points in the last five home games and has 21 points at home for the 
season (11 goals, 10 assists). Both have scored their first career hat 
tricks this season at Mullett Arena.  

Although the aftereffects of the heavy time spent on the road are seen in 
a road record of 7-20-7, the remaining schedule is the payoff. Including 
Sunday’s game against the Nashville Predators, the Coyotes will have 17 
of the remaining 24 games at home. 
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Coyotes' Gostisbehere scores 300th career point in loss to Predators 
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TEMPE, Ariz. (AP) — Roman Josi scored two goals Sunday night and 
the Nashville Predators won their third in a row, beating the Arizona 
Coyotes 6-2. 

Josi scored on a wrist shot early in the second period, and the Predators 
captain made it 5-2 with a power-play goal six minutes into the third 
period after Nick Ritchie was penalized for holding. Josi, who also had an 
assist, has 17 goals this season. 

Juuse Saros stopped 26 shots for the Predators, who are currently 10th 
in the Western Conference standings. Connor Ingram, who broke into the 
NHL with Nashville, had 28 saves for Arizona. 

Yakov Trenin, Matt Duchene, Tommy Novak and Cody Glass had the 
other Nashville goals. Duchene’s goal was his 18th, one behind injured 
Filip Forsberg for the team lead. 

The Predators also killed off a 5-on-3 Arizona advantage late in the first 
period, in which the Coyotes failed to get a shot on goal in 45 seconds of 
the two-man edge. 

Shayne Gostisbehere opened the scoring with a short-handed goal for 
Arizona at 5:55 of the first period, while teammate Patrik Nemeth was in 
the penalty box for tripping. Nick Schmaltz, whose pass set up the first 
goal, also scored for the Coyotes, his 17th of the season. 

STILL SITTING 

Coyotes D Jakob Chychrun sat out for the seventh consecutive game as 
the team attempts to execute a deal before Friday’s trade deadline. 
Chychrun hasn’t played since Feb. 10 in an overtime loss at Chicago. 

INJURED 

Nashville was without C Juuso Parssinen, who suffered an upper-body 
injury Thursday against San Jose. Forsberg missed his eighth straight 
game, also with an upper-body injury. 

NUMBERS 

Gostisbehere’s goal gave him 300 career points. … Lawson Crouse 
played in his 400th game, all with the Coyotes. … With the victory, 
Nashville is 13-12-3 on the road. 

UP NEXT 

Predators: Host Pittsburgh on Tuesday night. 

Coyotes: Host Chicago on Tuesday night. 
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Lightning acquire Tanner Jeannot from Predators 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

 

PITTSBURGH — Despite being hamstrung by the salary cap and light on 
trade assets, the Lightning found a player ahead of Friday’s deadline that 
fit general manager Julien BriseBois’ desire to bulk up his team 
defensively and make it tougher to play against. 

After watching its counterparts in the Eastern Conference acquire big 
names during an active trade season, Tampa Bay on Sunday acquired 
from Nashville Tanner Jeannot, a 25-year-old power forward who will 
bring sandpaper to the lineup and who can be a restricted free agent 
after this season. 

The Lightning found a way to fit Jeannot under the salary cap by sending 
defenseman Cal Foote, a 2017 first-round draft pick, to Nashville. But 
they paid a heavy price in draft-pick inventory. The Lightning also sent 

five picks to the Predators: their 2025 first-round selection (though it is 
top-10 protected), their 2024 second-round pick, and this year’s third-, 
fourth- and fifth-round picks. 

In his second full NHL season, Jeannot hasn’t been able to duplicate his 
offensive production from last season, when he led all rookies with 24 
goals to go with 17 assists. But despite just five goals and nine assists in 
56 games this season, he remains a player who can station himself in 
front of the net and create scoring opportunities. The dip in his offensive 
production can be traced to a shot percentage that dropped from 19.4 
percent to 5.7. 

Perhaps more important to the Lightning, especially heading into the 
physical grind of the postseason, is the physical edge that Jeannot 
brings. He plays a heavy puck-possession game and isn’t afraid to drop 
his gloves, giving the Lightning another enforcer-type to join Pat Maroon. 
Jeannot led the league with 13 fights last season. He also led the 
Predators with 213 hits and was first among Nashville forwards with 51 
blocked shots this season. 

The Lightning had just around $719,000 of cap space, which is less than 
the $750,000 league minimum. But Jeannot carried an $800,000 cap hit 
for this season, which is $50,000 less than Foote’s hit, so they actually 
picked up more cap room in the deal. 

Jeannot is controllable for the next two seasons. He can be a restricted 
free agent after this season with arbitration eligibility and must be made a 
qualifying offer of $892,500. Much like last year’s deadline deals for Nick 
Paul and Brandon Hagel, this move was made with an eye to supplement 
the Lightning’s mid-20s core. 

The trade does leave the Lightning’s draft-pick-inventory even more bare. 
They don’t have a pick this summer until the sixth round and have no 
first-round picks until 2026 and no second-rounder until 2025. But as 
BriseBois said last month in his midseason media availability, his focus is 
to take advantage of the Lightning’s current window to compete for 
championships while the team has so many players in their prime. 

“A lot of good people did a lot of quality work for us to curate this talent, 
and there was luck involved, too,” he said. “I know all that went into that, 
and I know how much of that is also good fortune. We need to make the 
most of that opportunity, because it doesn’t happen very often that you’re 
going to have this much talent, and you have to make the most of that 
opportunity.” 
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Lightning’s defensive lapses lead to rout by Penguins 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

 

PITTSBURGH — Things seldom have gone downhill for this Lightning 
team as quickly as they did Sunday night against the Penguins at PPG 
Paints Arena. 

Even on its worst nights, it is a group that finds ways to stop a slide. But 
on the road against a desperate team fighting for a playoff spot, the 
second-period buzzer was the only thing that finally halted a Pittsburgh 
onslaught. 

The Lightning allowed five straight goals over the final 4:32 of the second 
period and suffered one of their worst trouncings of the season, 7-3. 

“It doesn’t happen very often when you give up, whatever it was, four or 
five goals in that span,” captain Steven Stamkos said. “So (the Penguins) 
carried some momentum, and we just fell behind. I don’t know if it was 
fatigue or just mental lapses, but it’s just one of those nights where it was 
tough.” 
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Over the past three contests, including games in Detroit and Pittsburgh 
the past two nights, Tampa Bay (37-18-4) has played too loose in its end. 
Whether it was too many odd-man rushes in an overtime loss to Buffalo 
on Thursday or open looks in front of the net Saturday in a win in Detroit 
or the unsightly combination of both against Pittsburgh, the Lightning 
have seen better days defensively. 

“It’s happened a couple times as of late,” defenseman Mikhail Sergachev 
said. “So we’ve got to look ourselves in the mirror and learn something 
from it. And we’ll obviously do it, because our group is tight and 
everybody’s a professional and we’ve got a great group of veterans to 
take care of the group and the coaches, obviously, so I’m 100% sure 
we’re fine.” 

The collapse soured a record-setting night for forward Nikita Kucherov, 
who, with a first-period goal, became the quickest Lightning player to 700 
career points, reaching the milestone in 621 games, 75 fewer than 
Stamkos. 

The Lightning took a 2-1 lead on Kucherov’s goal into the second period, 
but Evgeni Malkin’s tying goal 6:17 into the period seemed to take the 
steam out of them. As Malkin exited the penalty box, he received forward 
Josh Archibald’s stretch pass between Lightning forward Ross Colton 
and Sergachev, giving him an easy breakaway. 

Officially, it was an even-strength goal, but it was the latest defensive 
lapse by a power play that has given up 10 shorthanded goals this 
season. 

“Special teams are part of the game, and you’re not always going to 
score on your power play,” coach Jon Cooper said. “But you want it to 
give you a little bit of momentum, and it probably took a little away from 
us. 

“It’s not going to count as a shorthanded goal, but it might as well have 
been, and that’s been a bit of an Achilles’ heel for us throughout the 
year.” 

After Stamkos went to the box for hooking, Sidney Crosby was left open 
at the back post for an easy power-play goal with 4:32 left in the period to 
make it 3-2. Pittsburgh fourth-line center Teddy Blueger then was the first 
player to the front of the net after a hard puck carom off the end wall, 
making it 4-2. 

“We just made some plays we weren’t making when we were playing 
well,” Cooper said. “We were turning pucks over — a multitude of guys 
were doing it — and then we were losing some battles down low. And I 
think the harder we tried, the worse it got, if that makes any sense. 

“Everybody was trying to make up for mistakes and cover guys, and if we 
had just taken a breath and relaxed, we would have been fine.” 

Penguins forward Jeff Carter had an open shot from the right circle after 
four Lightning players drifted to the opposite corner in a battle for the 
puck, and he made it 5-2 with 2:10 left in the second. Shortly afterward, 
Tampa Bay again was caught with four players on one side of the ice, 
and Malkin fed forward Jason Zucker in front to make it 6-2. Defenseman 
Brian Dumoulin added a goal with 4.2 seconds remaining in the period. 

Lightning forward Brayden Point ended Pittsburgh’s string of goals with a 
power-play goal just under 8 minutes into the third period for his team-
high 36th of the season. 

“When it started unravel in those last five (minutes of the second period), 
I thought maybe we were feeling sorry for ourselves a little bit, and that’s 
not been part of this team for a long time,” Cooper said. “That’s 
something we don’t do, so probably a little mental correction there for us. 

“But we haven’t really been a part of that before, so hopefully it’s a one-
off.” 

The Lightning are just one game above .500 (15-14-1) on the road this 
season while posting a minus-10 goal differential and allowing 3.3 goals 
per game away from Amalie Arena. 

“For me, we’ve got to get better on the road,” Cooper said. “In the end, 
that’s what we have to do. At home, we’ve been able to hold our own, but 
on the road, we have to dig our heels in a bit better, and that’s something 
we have to work on.” 
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Lightning assistant GM Jamie Pushor found his post-playing passion in 
scouting 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

 

When Jamie Pushor would contemplate his post-playing days, his first 
thought was entering coaching. He figured it would be a natural fit 
because it would keep him on the ice and close to the game he loved. 

But then he got the scouting bug. 

Pushor now has been in pro scouting nearly as long as his 14-year 
professional playing career (including 11 seasons in the NHL). He won a 
Stanley Cup as a player with the Red Wings but has since had his name 
engraved on the trophy twice as the Lightning’s assistant general 
manager/director of player personnel. 

Among Pushor’s duties is overseeing the team’s pro scouting 
department, which in recent years has helped unearth trade-deadline 
targets that have been key pieces of Stanley Cup runs, such as Blake 
Coleman and Barclay Goodrow in 2020; or helped them reach the Cup 
final, like Brandon Hagel and Nick Paul last season. 

It was a second career in hockey Pushor didn’t see coming. 

“It became an instant passion for me, because I love going to games,” 
said Pushor, 50. “You’re in the game, but you can kind of live at home. 
Following the career around can be challenging, and it’s a different part 
of the game that I didn’t know what it was and I didn’t even really 
consider it. As soon as I got an opportunity to scout, I really enjoyed it.” 

The work starts well before a deal is made, and the scouting process for 
any particular player — like Paul, who the Lightning had watched since 
his AHL days — is years in the making. It’s also a collaborative effort with 
the team’s hockey analytics department. Together, they present general 
manager Julien BriseBois with all the information he needs to orchestrate 
trades in an effort to improve the team. 

“Our pro scouts do a tremendous job,” BriseBois said. “(Pushor is) a 
strong leader to that group. Some of our scouts are relatively new. He’s 
been a tremendous mentor for them, and I can’t pump Jamie’s tires 
enough. Really strong member of our management team. So, obviously, 
their role is very important.” 

The Lightning have three full-time scouts — Stephen Gionta, Tony Hrkac 
and Mike Blundon — who spend long hours traveling, attending games 
and filing reports on potential fits. Gerry O’Flaherty moved to a part-time 
role after two decades with the organization. Assistant director of player 
personnel John Rosso, who has been scouting for the franchise for a 
decade, oversees the West. 

Pushor, who played 521 NHL games with six different teams as a right-
shot defenseman, received his first scouting job with the Thrashers in 
2010 during their final year in Atlanta before they moved to Winnipeg and 
became the Jets. He cut his teeth scouting the AHL, where he played 
another 404 games. 

Lightning assistant general manager/player personnel director Jamie 
Pushor worked his way up to head the team's pro scouting department. 

“I love pro hockey,” Pushor said with a smile. “I love the American 
League. It’s an awesome job to scout and awesome league to play in. It’s 
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a tough league to play in. You have to love going to hockey games. I love 
it, though. 

“I feel like my playing experience helped me. Playing in the American 
League, playing on good Stanley Cup teams, playing the non-playoff 
teams, playing on an expansion team, I got some good experience 
playing with some really good players and for good coaches. You learn a 
lot. It’s like any profession, but the longer you’re in it, the more you learn.” 

Pushor was hired by the Lightning in 2011, given his first full-time 
scouting job by then-general manager Steve Yzerman, a teammate of 
Pushor’s on the Red Wings’ 1996-97 Stanley Cup championship squad. 
He was promoted to pro scouting director in 2018 as BriseBois took over 
GM duties and became assistant GM/director of player personnel the 
following season. 

“I learned in hockey at a very young age as soon as you kind of think you 
know something about hockey, then he’s gonna land on your butt real 
quick,” Pushor said. “At the end of the day, our amateur scouting staff 
built the core of this team. They did a tremendous job setting us up. And 
then our job is to try to keep it going.” 

Scouting at the deadline has changed as the Lightning’s needs — and 
challenges — have evolved. Though salary-cap constraints narrow the 
list of potential trade targets, the team is determined to focus on players 
who can help them this year and beyond like Hagel, who is under team 
control for three more years, and Paul, a free agent who the team quickly 
re-signed to a seven-year contract. 

“It’s, OK, these are guys that are under contract or they have a good 
chunk of their contract. They can help us this year and next year, and 
then we’re more willing to give up more for them,” Pushor said. “... With 
Hagel, he’s on the list because he’s a great contract, we can keep him 
and we were hoping he could play in our top six (forwards). So that 
player becomes very valuable. And then we’ve learned that to get the 
right players, you have to pay the price at the deadline. 

“But I think the genesis of a trade usually starts a few years before. It’s 
like, ‘I liked to watch this guy play in the AHL, I watched him play on a 
bad team. We watched him play a playoff game.’ And then it’s like, OK, if 
he becomes available, maybe he’s a guy that we want.” 

That was the case with Paul, who the Lightning had watched for years in 
the AHL and with the Senators. The more they saw him play, the more 
their interest grew. Whether Tampa Bay will be able to unearth another 
gem remains to be seen, but Pushor and his pro scouts have developed 
a strong track record. 

“It’s a long process,” Pushor said. “It didn’t start a month ago. Five years 
ago it started. I think that’s probably what we take pride in, is just like 
doing the work every day so that when it matters you have the 
information to make a good decision. That’s it. It’s a lot of going to a lot of 
games and doing the work and getting reports in and then trying to make 
good decisions as a group.” 
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NHL trade grades: Tanner Jeannot lands with Lightning for huge draft 
pick haul 

 

Eric Duhatschek, Shayna Goldman 

 

The trade 

Lightning get: Forward Tanner Jeannot 

Predators get: Defenseman Cal Foote, 2025 first-round pick (top 10 
protected), 2024 second-round pick, 2023 third-round pick, 2023 fourth-
round pick, 2023 fifth-round pick 

Eric Duhatschek: If this is David Poile’s swan song as general manager 
of the Nashville Predators, it’s a pretty great way to go out. The 
Predators traded a useful, playoff-style competitor in Jeannot to the 
Lightning on Sunday night. It’s the same blueprint the Lightning have 
used in consecutive trade-deadline strategies — seeming to overpay for 
an acquisition. But in the end, how do you quibble with results? Two 
championships, one appearance as a finalist. And Jeannot is going to 
solidify a forward corps that’s already deep. He plays with an edge — 
and since Tampa Bay is almost certainly going to be playing the Toronto 
Maple Leafs in the first round, his job will be to get under the skin of all 
the Leafs’ skilled guys. It’s understandable why the Lightning wanted 
him. 

But it’s clear that the demand for Jeannot was sky-high. Nashville came 
close to matching the compensation package that the Sharks received 
for the No. 1 player on everybody’s trade board, Timo Meier, earlier in 
the day. Officially, the Predators received one pick in five different rounds 
spread over three years — a first in 2025, a second in 2024, a third, a 
fourth and a fifth in the upcoming draft, plus defenseman Foote, who has 
never quite lived up to his draft pedigree. Maybe he will in Nashville. And 
if the Predators move on from Dante Fabbro in the next week or so, 
which is a legitimate possibility, Foote will get a chance to log real 
minutes in his new home. 

It just goes to show what a bidding war can do — drive prices up to a 
point where they get to ridiculous levels. Just to be clear: Jeannot was 
tied with Ryan McDonagh for 13th on the Preds’ scoring charts — 14 in 
56 games. I get that intangibles greatly factor into this decision. I also get 
that if Tampa Bay can navigate its way to another Stanley Cup Final 
appearance, no one will be second-guessing the decision. Because let’s 
face it — Barclay Goodrow seemed like an overpay, Blake Coleman 
seemed like an overpay and Brandon Hagel seemed like an overpay. 
And they all worked out in the end. The mantra in Tampa Bay is clearly: 
In Julien Brisebois, we trust. As for Poile, who is handing the reins over 
to Barry Trotz on July 1 — Trotz will succeed him as GM days after the 
2023 draft takes place — he’ll have some draft capital to work with, once 
he takes over as the man in charge. On an eventful Sunday on the trade 
front, the Preds-Lightning deal may have stolen the show. 

Lightning: I want to give them an incomplete … But officially let’s call it a 
B 

Predators: A 

Shayna Goldman: Go big or go home, right? The Lightning are still in it to 
win it, and that means spending at the deadline to ensure it. A trip to the 
final wasn’t enough last year, they want their third Stanley Cup triumph in 
four years. 

Is Jeannot the key to it? Based on the price, you’d think so. Five draft 
picks is one heck of a haul for the Predators. It definitely helps Nashville 
gain the future assets a team in its position needs, especially after the 
return for Nino Niederreiter was so disappointing. 

On the flip side, general managers love players with the size and 
strength of players like Jeannot — have you seen this man’s arms? The 
problem is that this year he’s fallen off so much from last year’s 
impressive start to his NHL career. Could it have been a product of his 
surroundings? It’s entirely possible. And if any team knows how to 
maximize a depth player and make them a key part of the middle six, it’s 
Tampa Bay. Just look at how the stock of Coleman, Goodrow and Yanni 
Gourde rose after playing with this team. Or how about two past deadline 
additions who are still with the Lightning in Nick Paul and Hagel? Jeannot 
is probably going to fit in perfectly and absolutely thrive in the playoffs 
thanks to his blend of skill and physical play. 

The other bright side is that he’s 25 years old and very inexpensive with 
a cap hit of just $800,000. That can be the player worth investing in. 
While his contract is up at the end of the year, Tampa Bay retains control 
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and it won’t be surprising to see another low-risk contract signed 
considering his disappointing year. 

Even with all of that in mind — the Lightning’s ability to maximize 
secondary players into the ideal supporting cast and his lowly cap hit that 
didn’t require a payment for salary retention — it’s still a huge overpay. 
But Tampa Bay is focused on right now and wants another Stanley Cup 
win to show for it. That the Lightning are without first-rounders in the next 
three years and only have three picks altogether in 2023 doesn’t matter 
for a team that will do whatever it takes to extend its window. Considering 
the strength of the Eastern Conference, that’s not going to be an easy 
task. That’s why the Lightning are getting a passing grade even if it’s not 
a great one. They’ve already dug themselves such a deep hole by 
depleting their future assets, what’s the difference of losing a few more? 
That’s even more true for a team that’s managed to find talent in later 
rounds or outside the draft entirely. 

Lightning: C+ 

Predators: A+ 
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Predators trade Tanner Jeannot to Lightning for Cal Foote, 5 draft picks 

 

The Athletic Staff, Joe Smith, Joe Rexrode 

 

The Tampa Bay Lightning acquired Nashville Predators forward Tanner 
Jeannot in exchange for defenseman Cal Foote and five draft picks, the 
teams announced. Here’s what you need to know: 

In addition to Foote, the Predators will receive the Lightning’s first-round 
pick in 2025 (top 10 protected), their second-round selection in 2024, as 
well as third, fourth and fifth-round picks in 2023. 

Jeannot, 25, has five goals and nine assists this season in Nashville. He 
finished last season with 24 goals and 17 assists. 

Foote, 24, was a first-round pick in 2017. He has one goal and two 
assists this season. 

Tampa Bay (29-22) sits in third place in the Atlantic division with a 37-18 
record. Nashville is fifth in the Central division. 

What this means for Predators 

Preds fans may be down on GM David Poile and may be happy he’s 
retiring, but my goodness did he score a haul here in one of his last 
moves. Tanner Jeannot is a terrific story, a physical presence, a willing 
fighter and a 25-year-old who had 24 goals last season. 

But he has just five this season, a season that is as snakebitten as last 
season was charmed. The truth of Jeannot as a producer is somewhere 
in between the two. Which makes this a very good trade for the Preds. — 
Rexrode 

What this means for Lightning 

The Lightning were hoping to bolster their bottom six at the deadline, and 
Jeannot will do just that. He brings toughness and some scoring touch 
(24 goals last season). With all the Eastern Conference stacking up at 
deadline, Tampa Bay answered. 

But this seems like a lot to give up – five picks AND Cal Foote. Now if 
Jeannot, 25, re-signs as an RFA and becomes the next Alex Killorn (who 
is in his last season), then we could be thinking differently in future. 

Heck, everyone thought Blake Coleman and Barclay Goodrow overpays. 

GM Julien BriseBois knows this is a special group with a window that’s 
not unlimited, so if he wanted to give his group every chance to reach a 
fourth Cup final in a row. We’ll see if this is a difference maker. — Smith 
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