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NHL trade deadline days away, others making deals 

By Chip Alexander 

Raleigh 
Timo Meier’s trade Sunday to the New Jersey Devils sent 
ripples across the NHL, especially in the Eastern 
Conference, and more so the Metropolitan Division. 
There has been other trade movement the past few weeks, 
all adding to the anxiety and angst of those Carolina 
Hurricanes fans wondering what their team will do before 
Friday’s trade deadline. 
And there’s no doubt: Other teams in the East do appear to 
be loading up for the Stanley Cup playoffs. 
The New York Rangers traded for forward Vladimir 
Tarasenko and are thought to be after Patrick Kane of the 
Chicago Blackhawks. The Islanders brought in forward Bo 
Horvat from Vancouver. The Boston Bruins have added 
defenseman Dmitry Orlov and forward Garnet Hathaway 
from Washington; Tampa Bay picked up forward Tanner 
Jeannot from Nashville; and the Toronto Maple Leafs traded 
for defenseman Jake McCabe and forward Sam Lafferty 
from Chicago. 
Meier was a big one, and had Twitter atwitter on the 
weekend. The San Jose forward, who has 31 goals this 
season, was viewed as the best “big piece” available, even if 
he’s due to receive a $10 million qualifying offer for the 2023-
24 season. 
The Meier deal also resulted in a laundry list of players and 
draft picks going both ways between the Devils and Sharks. 
It was complicated. 
What are the Hurricanes up to?  
A year ago, they waited until the last moment before adding 
forward Max Domi at the deadline. 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Friday that he has 
conversations “daily” with president and general manager 
Don Waddell. 
“We’ve had that all year,” Brind’Amour said. “This is nothing 
new. Obviously there’s a lot happening around the league. 
We’re certainly involved in everything. I’m not going to say 
we’re smarter than everyone else, because that’s not it, but 
we’re careful in how we do things.  

“We’ve got a good team and you really want to mess it up? 
That’s how we look at it first, and if we can get better we’re 
certainly trying to do it.” 
The Hurricanes (39-11-8) had a five-game winning streak 
end Saturday when the Anaheim Ducks made the most of 
their 15 shots, winning 3-2 against a team that had 53. The 
Canes lead the Metro Division with 86 points, three ahead of 
the Devils through Monday’s games 
Waddell has said the Canes are looking to add to the 
defensive depth, possibly a left-shot D-man who can be an 
option on the third pair. He has not ruled out bringing in a 
forward who could play in the top six and give the Canes 
some scoring production. 
Carolina had that in Max Pacioretty. The veteran winger was 
just what the Canes needed with his experience, toughness 
and penchant for putting pucks in net.  
A second tear of Pacioretty’s Achilles tendon ended his 
cameo of a season, sadly for him and the team. But it did 
provide the extra salary cap space to look for additions. 
Meier appeared to be an option, and the scuttlebutt was that 
the Canes were in the mix. Other trade scuttlebutt has 
brought up such names as Arizona forwards Nick Schmaltz 
and Lawson Crouse, Vancouver forward Brock Boeser or 
someone like Columbus defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov.  
The acquisition of Domi last season will be remembered for 
one game — albeit a big one. He had two goals and an 
assist in a 3-2 win over the Bruins in Game 7 of the first-
round playoff series. 
The Canes picked up Domi in a three-team trade just before 
the deadline that involved Columbus and Florida. He left 
Carolina in free agency after the season, signing a one-year 
deal with the Blackhawks. 
Canes center Sebastian Aho said his approach as the 
deadline nears is to tune out the trade noise, which can be 
distracting. 
“It’s not my position or my money,” Aho said last week. “I’m 
not in that side of the business, but I am aware of what other 
teams are doing.  
“I don’t like to think too much about that. They’ve done an 
awesome job with the team here for many years, so I’m 
confident whatever they think is best is best. I just show up to 
the rink and play hockey. We’ll see how it plays out.” 
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NHL trade board: New top targets as the action heats up for deadline week 

If it feels as if the past 48 hours have become the NHL’s de 
facto deadline day, well, you’re not alone in thinking that. The 
flurry of moves began when the top player on the board, 
Timo Meier, was traded by the Sharks to the Devils in a 
complicated trade that took hours to get straight because it 
involved so many minor leaguers and prospects to comply 
with the NHL’s limit on contracts (no team can have more 
than 50 players under contract). Then the Lightning stepped 
in and gave up a former No. 1 draft choice in Cal Foote, plus 
five future draft choices, to land Tanner Jeannot from the 
Predators. 
The Jeannot trade was instructive from the Predators’ side 
because a day earlier, they’d also shipped out forward Nino 
Niederreiter to the Jets, signaling they were joining the ranks 
of the sellers, even though they are still within reach of a 
wild-card spot in the Western Conference. Earlier, the 
Capitals and Blues — two other teams in the NHL’s mushy 
middle — also decided to focus on the future, which shifted 
the trade market in an interesting way. Among the true 
bottom feeders, the Sharks (and to a lesser degree the 
Canadiens, who traded Evgenii Dadonov to the Stars for 
Denis Gurianov) have been most able to make meaningful 
moves. 
That all changed Monday morning, when Chicago jumped 
firmly into the fray, trading two key pieces — defenseman 
Jake McCabe and center Sam Lafferty — to the Maple Leafs 
for future draft choices, plus a few fringe players just to make 
the contract numbers work. Toronto’s move felt like a 
response to the Lightning’s addition of Jeannot and left 
everybody’s trade boards in tatters. 
It will change further when the new No. 1 on The Athletic’s 
board, the Blackhawks’ Patrick Kane, gets traded to the 
Rangers, which should open the floodgates in Chicago. If 
things continue to develop at this accelerated rate, there 
might not be a whole lot left to debate and discuss on 
deadline day, other than that there are so many defensemen 
on the market, there could be a few 11th-hour bargains. We’ll 
see. 
In the meantime, we’ve rejigged the board and added a few 
names. 
Note: Players are ranked in order of who’s generating the 
most buzz, taking into account the potential impact of the 
player and the probability he’d be traded. Analysis is 
from The Athletic’s Eric Duhatschek, Pierre LeBrun and 
Michael Russo. 
This list is a living document, with regular updates to 
rankings and analysis, based on the latest rumblings and the 
market’s ebbs and flows, so bookmark it and check back. 

1. Patrick Kane, Blackhawks 

Previously: 1 
Multiple teams have expressed their interest in Kane, but 
with his full no-movement clause, he has control of his 
destination. And late last week, he let the Blackhawks know 
his preferred destination is the Rangers. Kane left the 
Blackhawks behind in San Jose on Saturday morning and 
flew back to Chicago. No one has come out and said he has 

officially waived his no-movement clause, though. “Based on 
the current status of Patrick’s situation, we collectively felt it 
was more appropriate to have him not play during this period 
of reflection,” Kane’s agent Pat Brisson told The Athletic. — 
Scott Powers and Pierre LeBrun, Feb. 27 

2. Vladislav Gavrikov, Blue Jackets 

Previously: 2 
He has now been scratched seven games in a row, and by 
all accounts, he’s frustrated with the situation. It’s clear the 
Jackets expected to trade him to the Bruins — something 
that imploded when the Bruins acquired Dmitry Orlov last 
Thursday. In a trade market with lots of freewheeling, puck-
carrying defensemen available, Gavrikov’s primary appeal is 
his steady, safe defense-first approach to the game. Many of 
the defensemen moving at the deadline fall into the category 
of a depth or insurance add. Gavrikov is more than that, the 
sort of reinforcement who can immediately slide into most 
teams’ top fours. He’s 27, earns a modest $2.8 million and is 
on an expiring contract. He’s a strong shot blocker, a quality 
penalty killer and can be used to defend the opponents. He 
is the Blue Jackets’ leader in time on ice (once you exclude 
the injured Zach Werenski) and one of the few bright spots 
on a team that has vastly underachieved. The expected 
return on Gavrikov begins with a first-round pick and goes up 
from there. — Duhatschek and Russo, Feb. 27 

3. Jakob Chychrun, Coyotes 

Previously: 3 
Tick, tick, tick. It’s been seven games now that Chychrun has 
been out of Arizona’s lineup and still no trade despite reports 
of interest from teams like Los Angeles, Columbus and 
Edmonton. Coyotes general manager Bill Armstrong has a 
hefty price in mind as to what it would take to acquire 
Chychrun. After all, Chychrun has two years left at a friendly 
$4.6 million annual average value, and the 24-year-old has 
0.77 points per game. If he’s not traded, this could be one 
awkward situation because he wants out and they’re willing 
to oblige and no one wants this never-ending story to head 
into the summer. Chychrun’s father, former NHLer Jeff 
Chychrun, was on “The Athletic Hockey Show” on Feb. 1 and 
said, “Everybody knows that there’s a trade probably 
looming.” He added, “Truth be told, my opinion as the father, 
I’d really love to see him have the opportunity to finally play 
on a playoff contender. … He’s really blessed to play in 
Arizona, but it would be really nice for him to play on a club 
with an opportunity for him to showcase what he can do at 
prime time. … His relationship with the coaching staff, with 
Bill Armstrong, is really good, to everybody’s credit. They all 
understand what’s going on. They’ve just asked him to go 
out and perform, and I think he’s done a great job doing that. 
I think it really speaks to my son’s professionalism. … When 
you go public like that, you really have to back it up, and I 
think he’s done that and then some.” — Russo, Feb. 27 
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4. Mattias Ekholm, Predators 

Previously: 8 
The 32-year-old defenseman has another three years on his 
deal after this one, at a $6.25 million average annual value. 
He’s still a bonafide top-four defenseman, which is why some 
teams are intrigued. The asking price would be as much as 
two first-round picks. The Maple Leafs, for one, have looked 
at him, but the asking price might be too high for a soon-to-
be-33-year-old. — LeBrun, Feb. 21 

5. James van Riemsdyk, Flyers 

Previously: 15 
The Flyers are going nowhere, meaning JVR’s going 
somewhere. He can produce, but he’s in a significant slump 
just at the time lots of teams in need of scoring are paying 
attention. He has two goals and three assists in his past 17 
games. With the market thinning, the Wild are among the 
potential suitors. They had tepid interest a few weeks ago 
but now seem to be paying attention. The Wild aren’t willing 
to give up a significant asset for JvR even though their 
scoring needs are well publicized and he lives in the Twin 
Cities in the offseason. Teams appear sheepish due to an 
early-season injury and the fact he only has two power-play 
goals this season. — Russo, Feb. 27 
The clock is ticking. The trade deadline 
looms.@charlieo_conn isn't expecting a particularly eventful 
trade deadline for the Flyers. 

6. Nick Schmaltz, Arizona 

Previously: Not ranked 
As the big names at center have trickled off the trade board, 
the fallback positions are becoming more intriguing. Probably 
nowhere is that more evident than with Schmaltz. He is a 27-
year-old center who missed the early part of the season 
recovering from surgery, but he has 39 points in 43 games 
this year. Instructively, that’s the same points-per-game 
average (0.91) produced by Timo Meier this season — and 
places him ahead of such luminaries as Martin Necas, 
Andrei Svechnikov, Mat Barzal, Elias Lindholm, Anze Kopitar 
and Mark Scheifele. The problem with Schmaltz is making 
the dollars work. Not only does he have a relatively high cap 
hit ($5.85 million), but his contract has three years to run 
after this one. Complicating matters further is the deal is also 
backloaded, so Schmaltz’s highest earning years are still to 
come. This year, in real dollars, the Coyotes are paying 
Schmaltz $4.5 million. Next year, it jumps to $7.5 million, 
then $8.45 million, then $8.5 million. It explains why Arizona 
might be prepared to trade away its second-best forward. 
Trying to find a fit might be difficult, though. Of the teams 
looking for center-ice depth, Colorado and Dallas may not 
have the cap space to make it work, but Carolina might. — 
Duhatschek, Feb. 27 

7. John Klingberg, Ducks 

Previously: 4 
The Ducks are a mess defensively, and Klingberg has 
contributed more than his share to the mess. Klingberg 
missed two games last week with a lower-body injury, but he 
returned on Saturday and scored a goal, his eighth of the 
season, against the Hurricanes — a reminder that even with 
some defensive deficiencies in his game, he can be a 
productive player, with managed minutes. Klingberg signed a 

one-year, $7 million show-me contract in the summer, which 
turns him into an unrestricted free agent again following the 
season, and Anaheim is willing to take some dollars back to 
make him more financially viable to a contender looking to 
boost offense from the defense. Assuming Edmonton’s 
pursuit of Erik Karlsson can’t be managed ahead of the 
deadline, Klingberg would be a logical fallback position. They 
inquired about him in the summer. The biggest question now 
isn’t whether Klingberg will move on but what kind of return 
can the Ducks reasonably expect for him. A first-round pick, 
which didn’t seem out of the question in October, seems 
unlikely. — Duhatschek, Feb. 27 

8. Luke Schenn, Canucks 

Previously: 5 
Schenn, a pending unrestricted free agent, has told Canucks 
management he’s willing to talk extension, and with ex-
captain Bo Horvat now gone, his leadership is important to 
the Canucks. But that could always mean a return in the 
summer because he has now been scratched three games in 
a row as the Canucks protect their asset before trading him. 
But again, Vancouver likes Schenn and he likes Vancouver, 
so he could be back. — Russo, Feb. 27 

9. Max Domi, Blackhawks 

Previously: 10 
Domi has been a rare bright spot on a lost year in Chicago. 
With three weeks to go until the trade deadline, he was tied 
with Patrick Kane for the team’s scoring lead. Domi’s been a 
hockey vagabond, playing for three teams the past three 
years. As a rental from Columbus to Carolina last year, he 
produced modest results: six points in 14 playoff games. He 
signed a one-year, $3 million prove-it contract with the 
Blackhawks, where he’s had a chance to play top-line 
minutes with Kane. The most likely scenario for Domi: The 
Blackhawks get what they can for him as a rental and then 
circle back and sign him to a longer-term extension next 
summer. — Duhatschek, Feb. 10 

10. Brock Boeser, Canucks 

Previously: 6 
Teams keep poking around on Boeser and are exploring it 
more realistically — trying to see how they could make it 
work. He still has another two years on his contract after this 
season at a $6.65 million average annual value, so it’s 
possible the only way he gets dealt is if Vancouver retains 
money and they find a third-party broker. The Wild have 
talked to Vancouver and agent Ben Hankinson about 
Boeser, and Boeser would welcome a return to his home 
state if he’s going to be dealt. But as of now, as much as the 
Wild could desperately use another scorer, they feel they 
can’t make it work cap-wise, even if the Canucks ate half the 
contract and took Jordan Greenway’s $3 million a year 
contract. That’s because Minnesota already has to shed 
money this summer to conduct its offseason business. — 
Russo, Feb. 27 
Who says no? The VIPs suggested hundreds of fun 
#Canucks trade proposals on J.T. Miller, Brock Boeser, Luke 
Schenn and more. 

11. Nick Bjugstad, Coyotes 

Previously: 20 
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Bjugstad is one of only four Coyotes players in double digits 
in goal scoring, which may be partly attributed to his usage 
on a talent-thin team. He is 30 now and signed a one-year, 
$900,000 contract with Arizona as an unrestricted free agent 
last summer, trying to get a career undermined by injury 
back on track. He’s a 6-foot-6 behemoth playing reasonable 
minutes (16:46 per night), and besides Chychrun, is one of 
only two players with positive ratings on the team — and it’s 
by a statistically significant margin. More good news: After 
missing long stretches of the past handful of years because 
of a variety of issues — including a sports hernia surgery and 
then a spinal surgery to repair a herniated disc — Bjugstad 
has played every game thus far this season, so his health 
issues seem to be thing of the past. He’d be a motivated 
depth addition for any team wanting to add size at the 
deadline. — Duhatschek, Feb. 10 
Patrick Kane on Broadway? Or playing next to Connor 
McDavid? And where do Jakob Chychrun and Timo Meier 
land? 

12. Adam Henrique, Ducks 

Previously: 12 
Henrique has been a Duck mainstay since coming over from 
the New Jersey Devils in the Sami Vatanen trade. Though he 
came up as a center, he’s played mostly the wing with the 
Ducks, usually alongside Trevor Zegras and Troy Terry 
before Terry got hurt. He was flying under the radar as a 
useful trade-deadline piece until recently because his 
contract doesn’t run out until the end of next season and 
carries a significant cap charge, at $5.85 million. Henrique 
was available on waivers back in February of 2021 and, 
unsurprisingly, there were no takers. He was amid one of the 
only real down times in his career and that prohibitive 
contract scared teams off. But if Anaheim were to retain half 
of that deal, then any contender could have Henrique for this 
year and next at what would amount to a modest salary 
commitment for a player who is solid, experienced, versatile 
and well-regarded by his peers. However, a lower-body 
injury, which leaves him week-to-week, could dampen 
interest at the deadline. If he’s in play, teams will want details 
about his recovery timeline. — Duhatschek, Feb. 22 

13. Carson Soucy, Kraken 

Previously: Not ranked 
Soucy is 28, a 6-foot-5 210-pound behemoth, who is on an 
expiring contract for a modest $2.75 million and will be an 
unrestricted free agent this summer. He shoots left but can 
play both sides. Given that he’s from Viking, Alberta, he has 
been linked to both the Oilers and the Flames. My colleague 
Dom Luszczyszyn did a nice job of summarizing what 
Soucy’s value would be to a contender, noting: “Soucy is 
everything general managers claim to be looking for at this 
time of year: a tough but mobile defensive defender with 
size. … He just doesn’t play tough minutes, (but) what 
makes Soucy an attractive commodity is that year after year, 
opposing players have a very tough time scoring while he’s 
on the ice. Soucy consistently allows fewer chances than his 
teammates, but his impact on actual goals against is even 
larger. Over four years that has meaning and in 3,254 
minutes his teams have allowed 0.49 fewer goals against per 
60 with him on the ice compared to off. It’s one of the highest 
marks in the league.” If he’s in play, he could be the fallback 

fix in Edmonton, given that landing Erik Karlsson seems to 
be less likely with every passing day. — Duhatschek, Feb. 
27 

14. Kevin Hayes, Flyers 

Previously: 7 
After Bo Horvat and Ryan O’Reilly were traded and Jonathan 
Toews took himself out of the running for a trade by issuing a 
statement that he’s focused primarily on dealing with the 
effects of long COVID, suddenly the market for center-ice 
depth thinned quickly. That is why Hayes is suddenly starting 
to attract attention. Philadelphia’s No. 2 scorer this season 
after Travis Konecny is having a productive offensive 
season, even if coach John Tortorella has made him a 
healthy scratch. Hayes’ complication is a familiar one: too 
much money for teams tight to the cap unless Philadelphia 
eats a some of the contract. The problem is, it’s a $7.142 
million average annual value for not just this year but three 
years beyond this one. That’s a roadblock unless the Flyers 
are prepared to take a contract back. But Hayes would have 
value to Colorado and Dallas, for starters — two teams 
looking for help down the middle. — Duhatschek, Feb. 22 

15. Lars Eller, Capitals 

Previously: 13 
The Caps are selling, and center Lars Eller could attract 
attention. Eller is big, strong and has playoff experience: 6-
foot-2, 215 pounds, 33 years old — so he checks a lot of 
important boxes. He’s on an expiring contract at $3.5 million 
and is UFA after this year. — Duhatschek, Feb. 22 

16. Shayne Gostisbehere, Coyotes 

Previously: 16 
The Coyotes annually put a for-sale sign of their most 
valuable rentals, and this year, that’s Gostisbehere, who — 
for all of his defensive inconsistencies — can both carry and 
move the puck at a high level. Gostisbehere missed eight 
games between Jan. 24 and Feb. 19, recovering from an 
upper-body injury, but he’s played the past three and 
provided a short-handed goal against Nashville on Sunday. 
That’s 10 goals for the season for Gostisbehere, tied for 11th 
in the league among defensemen with, among others, the 
Rangers’ Adam Fox. While some teams are keeping players 
out of the lineup for asset protection, the fact that 
Gostisbehere is playing now is a signal from Arizona to the 
rest of the league that he has fully recovered. He could be a 
viable add for any team seeking a power-play quarterback 
who can find the lanes with pinpoint passing. He is on an 
expiring contract, originally signed with Philadelphia, that 
pays him $4.5 million. — Duhatschek, Feb. 27 

17. Nick Jensen, Capitals 

Previously: 17 
With Dmitri Orlov off the board and the Capitals shifting to 
sell mode, Jensen becomes their most valuable remaining 
trade target. He’s 32 and on an expiring contract for a 
modest $3.2 million, a traditional stay-at-home defenseman 
and capable penalty killer, who plays on the right side. But 
Jensen also has some puck-moving skills and has a career-
high 22 points in 60 games thus far this season. He further 
crowds an already crowded picture of available defensemen. 
— Duhatschek, Feb. 24 
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18. Conor Sheary, Capitals 

Previously: Not ranked 
Way back at the start of his career, Sheary had two 
productive playoffs as a useful support player on behalf of 
the Penguins. He’s 30, earns a modest $1.5 million and is on 
an expiring contract, so he wouldn’t be an overly pricey 
addition as a depth forward. He’s currently averaging just 
under half a point per game, in part because he’s in the 
midst of a 10-game drought in which he hasn’t registered a 
point. But for what he’d cost, and the sort of veteran gravitas 
he could provide, with Washington in full sell mode, he will 
almost certainly be on the move somewhere. Minnesota, 
maybe? — Duhatschek, Feb. 27 

19. Matt Dumba, Wild 

Previously: 9 
Last month, the veteran defenseman talked with The Athletic 
about how hard it was to play knowing he could be traded 
and that this was going to be his final season with the Wild 
regardless. Hours later, Dumba played a horrible game 
against the Capitals and paid the piper by sitting the next two 
games. Rumors ran rampant that Dumba was on the verge 
of being traded, but the reality was that coach Dean Evason 
was punishing Dumba for performance. Evason had general 
manager Bill Guerin’s blessing, which was an interesting 
decision when he was actively trying to trade Dumba, and it 
may have made things more complicated. Guerin didn’t care, 
telling The Athletic on the “Straight From the Source” 
podcast Thursday, “People are at our games watching, so 
we’re not fooling anybody. There’s a track record there … for 
Matt Dumba playing some really good hockey. You don’t just 
become a bad player overnight. He’s still a good hockey 
player.” Dumba is now playing his best hockey of the 
season, the Wild’s defense has been impeccable and Guerin 
has indicated Dumba will remain after the deadline and play 
out the rest of the year. — Russo, Feb. 27 

20. Joel Edmundson, Canadiens 

Previously: 18 
Not every team that’s searching for trade-deadline 
reinforcements is necessarily just looking for a rental, which 
is where Edmundson might come in. He has this year and 
next year left on a contract at a manageable AAV of $3.5 
million. Edmundson played 22 games in the Blues’ 2019 run 
to the Cup and Montreal’s 2021 run to the final. The 
Canadiens have had a little cottage industry these past few 
years of sending defensemen out the door to teams looking 
for blue-line help – Ben Chiarot to Florida and Brett Kulak to 
Edmonton last year – and they could do the same with 
Edmundson. At age 29, on a reasonable contract, he’d have 
some value. — Duhatschek, Feb. 10 

21. Dante Fabbro, Predators 

Previously: Not ranked 
The Predators are making moves on and off the ice, with 
general manager David Poile announcing that he’s stepping 
down at the end of June to make way for former coach Barry 
Trotz, who will be the team’s new GM going forward. In the 
meantime, Poile is trying to clear the deck as much as 
possible. And while Mattias Ekholm is the more desirable 
piece, the most cost-effective add might be Fabbro, a 24-
year-old right-shot defenseman who earns $2.4 million and is 

on an expiring contract, heading into a restricted-free-agent 
year with arbitration rights. Fabbro might be a good fit in San 
Jose, where he could play for David Quinn, his former coach 
at Boston University. — Duhatschek, Feb. 27 
David Poile leaving was necessary, writes @joerexrode. It's 
the right move. 
But is Barry Trotz the right answer to replace 
him?https://t.co/83R6xnjcJi 
— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) February 27, 2023 

22. Cam Talbot, Senators 

Previously: Not ranked 
Talbot, 35, on an expiring contract, making modest dollars 
($3.666 million) and makes the most sense in Los Angeles, a 
team needing a goalie upgrade. It’s worth remembering that 
he once played for Kings coach Todd McLellan, who rode 
him hard in the 2016-17 season in Edmonton, a year in 
which made a staggering 73 appearances and recorded 42 
wins, along with a league-leading 4,294 minutes played. The 
Kings are in something of a goalie quandary, with age 
catching up with Jonathan Quick and Cal Petersen, their 
nominal goalie of the future, in the minors, trying to find his 
game. — Duhatschek, Feb. 27 
This Red Wings- Senators series could account for a 22-
percentage point swing in the Red Wings playoff hopes. It 
could affect their trade deadline plans. @ian_mendes and I 
broke it down: https://t.co/w58TQqagwg 
— Max Bultman (@m_bultman) February 27, 2023 

23. Dmitry Kulikov, Ducks 

Previously: 21 
Kulikov might be the fallback position for any team that 
strikes out on Vladislav Gavrikov. Anaheim is Kulikov’s fifth 
team in four years, but he’s a sturdy (6 feet 1, 201 pounds), 
experienced stay-at-home defender who is third in terms of 
time on ice for the Ducks. In short, just the sort of depth 
player whom just about any contender could use. His cap 
charge is a reasonable $2.2 million, and he has a limited no-
trade clause. Ducks general manager Pat Verbeek was 
shipping out everything that moved at last year’s deadline. 
There’s no reason to think he won’t do the same this year, 
given how poorly Anaheim has played. — Duhatschek, Feb. 
10 

24. Jordan Greenway, Wild 

Previously: 19 
The irony of Matt Boldy’s seven-year extension last month is 
it likely wrote Greenway’s exit papers out of Minnesota — 
and Boldy and Greenway are good friends and have the 
same agent. The Wild are actively shopping Greenway, 
whether the move is for now or this summer. He has had a 
disappointing season, with two goals and four assists in 43 
games (no points in the past 21 games), has two years left 
on his contract at $3 million and in January overslept, missed 
a game against St. Louis and put the Wild in a horrible spot 
with no extra healthy forwards on the roster. Due to in-game 
injuries, the Wild at one point had nine forwards playing in a 
second game in 24 hours. But there’s no doubt the Wild 
would be selling low and will be hoping other teams see a 6-
foot-6, 25-year-old power forward who averaged 27 points 
the past four seasons and was part of the productive GREEF 
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line — not an underachieving player in the midst of a poor 
season. — Russo, Feb. 27 

25. Joonas Korpisalo, Blue Jackets 

Previously: Not ranked 
Goaltender trades tend to be rare at the deadline and 
notoriously difficult to execute. Still, the most interesting 
netminder out there is arguably Korpisalo, a pending 
unrestricted free agent who has been one of the few bright 
spots in an otherwise down season for Columbus. Korpisalo 
wasn’t ready to start the season following offseason hip 
surgery, but he now has a .500 record (11-11) on one of the 
worst teams in the NHL, plus a respectable .913 save 
percentage. Even though he’s clearly the Blue Jackets’ best 
goalie option, he’s also the most expendable with Elvis 
Merzlikins signed to a long-term contract and Daniil Tarasov 
coming through the ranks, ready to step in. Los Angeles, 
Seattle and maybe even Vegas all could use an upgrade in 
goal, which could create an interesting bidding war, given 
that they are also all clustered together near the top of the 
Pacific Division standings. Korpisalo is 28 and earns $1.5 
million. — Duhatschek, Feb. 27 

The Athletic’s NHL trade board at a glance 

(Editor’s note: This is not an exhaustive list of players who 
could be traded before the deadline. These are the players 
we’re hearing the most buzz about right now.) 

1 Patrick Kane Blackhawks RW 34 
2023 
UFA 

2 Vladislav Gavrikov 

Blue 
Jackets 

LD 27 
2023 
UFA 

3 Jakob Chychrun Coyotes LD 24 
2025 
UFA 

4 Mattias Ekholm Predators LD 32 
2026 
UFA 

5 
James van 
Riemsdyk 

Flyers LW 33 
2023 
UFA 

6 Nick Schmaltz Coyotes RW 27 
2026 
UFA 

7 John Klingberg Ducks RD 30 
2023 
UFA 

8 Luke Schenn Canucks RD 33 
2023 
UFA 

9 Max Domi Blackhawks C 27 
2023 
UFA 

10 Brock Boeser Canucks RW 25 
2025 
UFA 

11 Nick Bjugstad Coyotes C 30 
2023 
UFA 

12 Adam Henrique Ducks LW/C 33 
2024 
UFA 

13 Carson Soucy  Kraken LD 28 
2023 
UFA 

14 Kevin Hayes Flyers C 30 
2026 
UFA 

15 Lars Eller Capitals C 33 
2023 
UFA 

16 
Shayne 
Gostisbehere 

Coyotes RD 29 
2023 
UFA 

17 Nick Jensen Capitals RD 32 
2023 
UFA 

18 Conor Sheary Capitals LW 30 
2023 
UFA 

19 Matt Dumba Wild RD 28 
2023 
UFA 

20 Joel Edmundson Canadiens LD 29 
2024 
UFA 

21 Dante Fabbro Predators RD 24 
2023 
RFA 

22 Cam Talbot Senators G 35 
2023 
UFA 
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23 Dmitry Kulikov Ducks RD 32 
2023 
UFA 

24 Jordan Greenway Wild RW 25 
2025 
UFA 

25 Joonas Korpisalo 

Blue 
Jackets 

G 28 
2023 
UFA 

Previously ranked: Andreas Athanasiou, Ivan Barbashev, 
Tyler Bertuzzi, Anthony Duclair, Alex Goligoski, Bo Horvat, 
Sam Lafferty, Jake McCabe, Timo Meier, Sean Monahan, 
Gustav Nyquist, Dmitry Orlov, Jesse Puljujarvi, Ryan 
O’Reilly, James Reimer, Nick Ritchie, Jack Roslovic, Kevin 
Shattenkirk, Vladimir Tarasenko, Jonathan Toews, Karel 
Vejmelka. 
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LeBrun rumblings: NHL execs on the Tanner Jeannot trade, and inside the Timo Meier deal 
By Pierre LeBrun 

There was a collective gasp around NHL Twitter on Sunday 
night as we learned what the return was on the Tanner 
Jeannot trade. 
The Lightning sent defenseman Cal Foote, their first-round 
pick in 2025 (top-10 protected) and their second-round 
selection in 2024 to the Predators, as well as third, fourth 
and fifth-round picks in 2023. 
So, as was noted on Twitter, one draft pick for each of 
Jeannot’s five goals this season. 
Here’s the thing: If there’s any team that gets the benefit of 
the doubt, it’s the Lightning. That’s a very smart front office, 
and it finds these players it feels strongly will fit the team and 
pays whatever price it takes. This is right in line with past 
deals for Blake Coleman, Barclay Goodrow, Nick Paul and 
Brandon Hagel. 
And see three consecutive trips to the Stanley Cup Final, 
including two titles. 
Was I initially shocked at the price paid? Of course. But then 
I thought, “Well, I guess Lightning general manager Julien 
BriseBois feels strongly about this player fitting his team.” 
Jeannot, who’s a restricted free agent this summer, scored 
24 goals last season, and he’s making $800,000. So there’s 
that, too. 
I asked a few rival front office executives for their take on the 
trade Monday morning. Here’s what they said: 
Team exec No. 1: “First of all, great return for Nashville. I like 
Jeannot as a player. Good middle-six wing who brings size 
and some heaviness with grit and secondary offense to the 
lineup. Did Tampa pay a lot? Absolutely. Did they overpay? 
Yes … but in the end they’ve done that before and had 
success. Credit to Julien. They have an identity and they do 
a really good job of finding pieces to fill needs and who play 
to that identity. 
“And they have a record of re-signing these types of 
acquisitions and if they do that with Jeannot it would offset 
the cost.” 
Team exec No. 2: “Tampa went back to its familiar playbook 
and added a forward at the deadline who injects more grit 
and snarl, and some scoring ability, to their already potent 
forward group. It worked in the past with Goodrow, Coleman, 
Paul and Hagel. The cost may have been somewhat 
excessive, but over the years, their players have played a 
ton of playoff games and are probably in need of another 
injection that a player like Jeannot brings. Based upon their 
history, as well as where they might be in their cycle, this 
was an excellent addition for them.” 

Advertisement 

Team exec No. 3: “Stunning. Davie Poile’s swan song. 
Unreal return for Nashville. When I read it … I am still waiting 
for someone to say it was a misprint.” 
So, yes, it was an overpay, but the bottom line for Tampa 
Bay is that all those draft picks they traded had next to zero 
chance of actually being in the Lightning lineup while the 
current core led by Nikita Kucherov, Andrei Vasilevskiy, 
Steven Stamkos, Brayden Point, Anthony Cirelli and Victor 
Hedman try to win more championships. That first-round pick 
in 2025 (top-10 protected), a pick two years from now, 
maybe is a player in the NHL in 2028 or 2029? 

Given Tampa Bay’s lack of draft capital, the Lightning made 
the decision they would have to go quantity over quality in 
their efforts to land a player they coveted. 
And that they did. 
Could it backfire? Of course. Maybe this elite core doesn’t 
age as well as the front office hopes and not having a lot of 
picks the next few years comes back to haunt them and this 
team in about four years is a disaster. 
But I know how I would feel if I were a player in that Tampa 
Bay dressing room today: Let’s go. 

Inside the Timo Meier deal 

What a grind. 
It’s the first thing that comes to mind when I think about the 
amount of work Sharks GM Mike Grier and his staff put into 
this process over the past few weeks. 
Did they ultimately choose the right package in going with 
New Jersey over the final offers from Vegas and Carolina? 
I mean, let’s revisit that in five years. But there’s no denying 
Grier explored the market thoroughly. 
Don’t forget other teams like the Blues and Jets also had 
talks with San Jose on Meier before they faded out. The 
Maple Leafs checked in a few weeks ago before going the 
Ryan O’Reilly route. There were other teams, too. 
The Canes tried valiantly over the past 10 days, especially. 
One of their final offers had six pieces in it, including a first-
round pick and a second-round pick, plus prospects. But the 
one young player they never relented in not wanting to move 
is Russian blueliner Alexander Nikishin. It might have been a 
game-changer had Carolina included him in the package, but 
I don’t blame the Canes for wanting to keep him. They have 
big plans for him. 
What surprised me, too, is that according to my TSN 
colleague Darren Dreger, the Golden Knights were still in it 
for Meier even after acquiring Ivan Barbashev on Sunday. 
Wouldn’t that have been something, getting both Barbashev 
and Meier. That also tells me the Golden Knights are 
certainly not done yet. 
But in the end, Devils GM Tom Fitzgerald never relented. He 
was on San Jose constantly the past few weeks, as it was 
evident he would be as far back as an interview I did with 
him in late January. He was willing to be all-in to get a top-six 
winger as long as it was a hockey deal and not a rental. 
Which of course screamed Meier. 
Here’s something to remember about Fitzgerald: Last 
August, he tried hard to get into the Matthew Tkachuk trade 
sweepstakes, but unfortunately for him, the Devils didn’t 
make Tkachuk’s shortlist. Fitzgerald also spoke to Johnny 
Gaudreau’s camp when free agency opened last July. 
Neither one of those things materialized, but I remember 
filing that away because it gave me the impression that the 
Devils were going to take a big swing again for a top-six 
winger when the moment presented itself. 
Bang. Mission accomplished. 
The Devils still have to re-sign Meier, a restricted free agent 
this offseason with a $10 million qualifying offer. That’s going 
to be a big priority. And they have to sign Jesper Bratt, too. 
If Fitzgerald can pull both those things off, you’re looking at a 
Devils team that could prove to be a sustainable contender 
for years to come. 
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NHL trade deadline guides for all 32 teams for 2023 

By Ryan S. Clark and Kristen Shilton 

The NHL trade deadline is Friday at 3 p.m. ET. It's already 
been an active trade season, with players such as Bo 
Horvat, Ryan O'Reilly, Vladimir Tarasenko, Dmitry Orlov and 
Timo Meier joining new teams. 
But many of the big names -- including Patrick Kane, Jakob 
Chychrun and Erik Karlsson -- have yet to move. And a 
number of teams have yet to join the trade bonanza. 
Get caught up on the players and picks in play, as well as 
the restrictions and potential moves for every NHL team 
ahead of the deadline, with this comprehensive guide. Who 
stays? Who goes? Find out below. 
Stats are collected from sites such as Natural Stat Trick, 
Hockey Reference and Evolving Hockey. Cap space figures 
are per CapFriendly as of Feb. 28. 
Note: Kristen Shilton provided the guide for the Atlantic and 
Metropolitan teams, while Ryan S. Clark handled the Central 
and Pacific clubs. 

Atlantic Division 
Boston Bruins 

Deadline status: Stanley Cup window is open 
Cap space: $325,000 
Players, picks in play: F A.J. Greer, D Connor Clifton, F 
Fabian Lysell, D Mason Lohrei 
What they should do: Boston has to capitalize on this 
incredible season. 
They've been atop the NHL standings nearly all season, an 
unexpected powerhouse with good depth up front and on the 
back end (not to mention a Vezina Trophy-worthy starting 
goaltender in Linus Ullmark and excellent backup in Jeremy 
Swayman). The Bruins are front-runners to win the Stanley 
Cup. General manager Don Sweeney's job is ensuring 
Boston acquires all the support it can to succeed come 
playoff time. 
The Bruins were linked to all the big names out there; a deal 
for Columbus' Vladislav Gavrikov was heavily in the works at 
one point. But Sweeney scooped up Dmitry Orlov and 
Garnet Hathaway from Washington instead, parting with 
three draft picks (including a 2023 first-round choice) and 
veteran Craig Smith to bring on playoff reinforcements. 
It was a smart transaction, too. The gritty Hathaway 
addresses Boston's need for bottom-six forward depth, and 
Orlov will add Stanley Cup-winning experience in a second- 
or third-pairing slot. All good things for Boston. 
Sweeney went hard acquiring Hampus Lindholm at last 
season's deadline and it continues to pay off beautifully. 
These latest moves maybe aren't so flashy, but they are 
what the Bruins need now to be at their best. Whomever else 
the Bruins chase should be ready to play a key role right now 
and keep Boston from being another sad chapter in 
(probable) President's Trophy winner history. 

Buffalo Sabres 

Deadline status: Strategic buyers 
Cap space: $72,473,758 
Players, picks in play: 2023 second-round picks (three), F 
Zemgus Girgensons, D Jacob Bryson, D Kale Clague, D Ilya 
Lyubushkin 
What they should do: Buffalo boasts an enviable amount of 
cap space -- and that's with most of the team's key players 
signed to long-term deals. The Sabres should wield that at 
the deadline. 
What Buffalo needs is top-nine forward help. GM Kevyn 
Adams has holes to fill there on the wing and at center. The 
Sabres' drivers up front are its young stars such as Tage 
Thompson and Dylan Cozens, both of whom are locked in 
for the future. Buffalo's target now should be veterans to 
complement its youth. 
The Sabres might not be ready to swing for the fences, but a 
player like Brock Boeser (two years left on his deal) could 
slide right in now. Columbus' Boone Jenner has a contract 
term, is good on faceoffs and would boost the penalty kill. 
Nick Bjugstad is a low-risk rental option who could be 
extended. 
On the back end, Buffalo should eye veteran NHL-caliber 
talent to balance its stable of 20-somethings. Much like with 
their current forward group, the Sabres have enough 
defensive finesse. It's the physical grit and punch that's more 
lacking, and what the Sabres should be looking for from a 
new addition to the depth chart. 

Detroit Red Wings 

Deadline status: Adjust plans accordingly 
Cap space: $25,603,030 
Players, picks in play: F Adam Erne, F Oskar Sundqvist, F 
Jakub Vrana, D Jake Walman, D Robert Hagg 
What they should do: The Red Wings qualified as sellers in 
January. Then came a five-game win streak through 
February that could -- and should -- alter Detroit's deadline 
plans. 
The Red Wings aren't actively rebuilding, nor do they project 
to add rental players. The right recipe involves assets 
helping the team now and into the short- or long-term future 
(to potentially make sticking around with Detroit all the more 
appealing to pending unrestricted free agents like Dylan 
Larkin). 
Would GM Steve Yzerman go full-tilt on bringing in Jakob 
Chychrun to boost the Red Wings' back end, or would he 
check on Brock Boeser for more options up front? Yzerman 
surprised some with how active he was in the offseason. 
Those moves ultimately didn't turn Detroit into an immediate, 
outright playoff contender. If Yzerman believes the 
postseason is still a possibility, then standing pat shouldn't 
be an option; there's ways to make Detroit better without 
mortgaging any part of the future. 
But if that run through early February can't create enough 
momentum, then riding with the Red Wings as is -- and 
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eyeing another round of upgrades this summer after Larkin's 
next contract is decided -- would be the most prudent 
decision. 

Florida Panthers 

Deadline status: Play the long game 
Cap space: $137,625 
Players, picks in play: F Sam Bennett, F Anthony Duclair, F 
Sam Reinhart, D Radko Gudas 
What they should do: Florida is in a logjam of Eastern 
Conference teams fighting for two wild-card playoff spots. 
Fine-tuning at the deadline is in the Panthers' best interest, 
but after aggressively adding pieces recently, Florida doesn't 
hold a first-round pick again until 2026. 
If GM Bill Zito believes a playoff spot is attainable, the roster 
tweaks start on defense. The Panthers are No. 22 in goals 
against due to a combination of inconsistent goaltending and 
some blue-line deficiencies. Going after back-end help 
boosts Florida's chances of gaining ground in the playoff 
race, and given the recent injury to Gudas, depth is at an 
even higher premium. Low-cost choices could be a Nick 
Seeler type who steps onto a second or third pairing. 
Ultimately, Zito & Co. have to be realistic about how much 
more capital they want to part with in the short term. Even if 
Florida earned a postseason berth, could it beat Boston or 
Carolina in the first round? If selling assets rather than 
acquiring them gives the Panthers a better chance next 
season -- and beyond -- that path might be the one to 
pursue. 

Montreal Canadiens 

Deadline status: Building for the future 
Cap space: $4,138,334 
Players, picks in play: F Joel Armia, F Jonathan Drouin, F 
Brendan Gallagher, F Sean Monahan, D Joel Edmundson 
What they should do: Montreal remains in rebuild mode and 
should be sellers at the deadline. What matters is acquiring 
picks and prospects to build a contending team of the future. 
Impacting that plan, though, is the Canadiens' crush of injury 
problems to key players they'd like to move. Monahan and 
Edmundson are players that Montreal could look to collect an 
early-round pick (or comparable young player) for in return. 
But with the health of those veterans in question, that 
scenario becomes less likely. Meanwhile, skaters such as 
Gallagher and Armia carry hefty contracts that continue to be 
a tough sell for other clubs to take on. 
The Canadiens' best course of attack could be freeing up 
salary cap space with the best deals they can find for players 
who won't be in the mix long term (Monahan and Drouin are 
UFAs this summer). Something is still preferable to nothing. 
There's also the question of goaltender Cayden Primeau, 
who has garnered trade interest before and just signed a 
three-year extension in September. An up-and-coming 
goaltender is a valuable chip for GM Kent Hughes to wield as 
a sweetener in a larger transaction that sets Montreal on a 
path toward success. 

Ottawa Senators 

Deadline status: Pick your path 
Cap space: $19,525,784 
Players, picks in play: F Derick Brassard, F Austin Watson, D 
Nick Holden, G Cam Talbot 

What they should do: Ottawa GM Pierre Dorion hasn't 
committed to being a buyer or seller at the deadline -- at 
least until the Senators are done playing through early 
March. Dorion says he believes his team is playing 
"meaningful games" despite slim postseason odds. We also 
know Dorion won't be trading Alex DeBrincat or Travis 
Hamonic. So, what will the Senators do? 
If Dorion decides to add, it should be defensive players and a 
goaltender. Ottawa's back end won't cut it as is even with 
Jake Sanderson's continued growth. But if adding a top-four 
defenseman would be the ideal move, the market might not 
yield many satisfying options. The Senators aren't the only 
ones needing blue-line help, and being on the playoff bubble 
makes offering a top asset in return less attractive. 
Then there's the netminding issue. Anton Forsberg is out for 
two to three months. Talbot is dealing with his share of 
ailments, too. Going after Joonas Korpisalo or James Reimer 
(both pending UFAs) could stabilize Ottawa's goaltending 
now and present a potential fit for an extension into the 
future. 
Ottawa's best option might be staying patient now with an 
eye toward the summer. Dorion made waves acquiring 
DeBrincat in July, and there's still a chance the Senators 
could extend him (and others). There's no harm in standing 
pat and riding the season out with a plan to do more in the 
offseason. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Deadline status: Full steam ahead 
Cap space: $769,967 
Players, picks in play: F Isaac Howard, D Philippe Myers 
What they should do: Tampa Bay finds a way. On the ice, 
and at the deadline. So what if the Lightning don't have a 
first-round pick for the next three years or any real grade-A 
prospects to play ball with? Or that their available cap space 
is miniscule? GM Julien BriseBois is as capable of improving 
his club as the team itself is of chasing down another Cup 
title. 
Case in point: Tampa grabbed Tanner Jeannot from 
Nashville on Sunday. The Predators' haul in return? 
Defenseman Cal Foote, third-, fourth- and fifth-round picks in 
2023, a second-round pick in 2024 and a protected first-
round pick in 2025. 
Why would the Lightning overpay and give up all that for a 
second-year skater like Jeannot? Because Tampa Bay 
believes it can win another Stanley Cup. And with multiple 
Eastern Conference teams loading up around them, the 
Lightning knew they had to address their depth scoring that's 
perennially been a great complement to an elite top-six 
group of forwards come playoff time. Past deals for Barclay 
Goodrow and Blake Coleman set the precedent. 
Tampa Bay doesn't have a great deal of draft capital -- or 
cap space -- to broker deals with now. However, if BriseBois 
wants to keep tinkering, he should target a more offensive-
minded, puck-moving defender who could play throughout 
the second and third pairings and pitch in on special teams. 
But again, that's a player on most teams' wish lists, and the 
market bears only a few. Some transactions are easier 
identified than completed. 
There's no question the Lighting are all-in on another Cup 
run. Tampa Bay is one team not afraid to put money where 
its mouth is. 
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Toronto Maple Leafs 

Deadline status: Win-now mode 
Cap space: $2,770,833 
Players, picks in play: F Dryden Hunt, F Pierre Engvall, F 
Pontus Holmberg 
What they should do: Toronto has already gone all-in. 
There's not much more they can -- or should -- do before 
Friday. 
It was obvious the Leafs were motivated buyers when they 
acquired Ryan O'Reilly and Noel Acciari from St. Louis for, 
among other assets, a 2023 first-round pick. Then GM Kyle 
Dubas went out and grabbed Jake McCabe and Sam 
Lafferty from Chicago. The McCabe addition is exactly what 
Toronto needed to bolster its blue line (and getting the 
Blackhawks to retain half of McCabe's salary made it worth 
giving up another first-round draft choice). 
Somehow, Dubas pulled off both those deals without giving 
up a top prospect or roster player. He maintains familiarity 
with those guys is critical for Toronto's long-term success. 
While the Leafs are adding more bodies to the mix, it also 
creates internal competition -- especially among the bottom-
six forward group and second- and third-pairing defensemen 
-- that can benefit the team as a whole. 
Toronto has to hope that's the case, anyway. Dubas has 
admitted concerns over how many draft picks the Leafs have 
shipped out to this point (Toronto holds only one first-round 
choice -- and zero second-round selections -- in the next 
three drafts). However, this is not a Leafs team building for 
the future. It must win now. Dubas -- on an expiring contract 
himself -- knows that better than anyone. He's done 
everything possible to give Toronto a chance. 

Metropolitan Division 
Carolina Hurricanes 

Deadline status: Intelligent shoppers 
Cap space: $10,106,667 
Players, picks in play: 2024 second-round pick, C Jack 
Drury, F Ryan Suzuki, D Dylan Coghlan, D Scott Morrow 
What they should do: Carolina has the luxury of available 
cap space. Now how to take advantage of it? 
The logical answer is forward depth. Max Pacioretty was 
expected to play a major role in Carolina's offense after the 
team acquired him from Vegas in July, but the veteran 
appeared in just five games between Achilles tendon injuries 
and won't be back this season. That leaves money on the 
table. 
Carolina looks solid defensively, its penalty kill trends in the 
top 10 and the Hurricanes have excellent overall offensive 
numbers. The team has dealt with injuries to starting 
goaltender Frederik Andersen, but rookie Pyotr Kochetkov is 
waiting in the wings and, frankly, acquiring a goalie at the 
deadline can be a hit-or-miss experiment. 
Carolina's most glaring issue is its 23rd-ranked power play. 
The Hurricanes can address that through targeting the right 
top-six forward who brings physical punch and moves the 
puck well on special teams. Brock Boeser comes to mind as 
a non-rental option. 
The Hurricanes shouldn't shy away from spending on the 
right player. Historically, the franchise also knows when to 
say when and not make moves just to make them. Carolina 
is already in great shape for a postseason run; whatever it 
does must only enhance the chemistry in place. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Deadline status: Looking ahead to better days 
Cap space: $8,858,333 
Players, picks in play: F Emil Bemstrom, F Liam Foudy, F 
Boone Jenner, F Gustav Nyquist, D Vladislav Gavrikov, D 
Andrew Peeke, G Joonas Korpisalo 
What they should do: Columbus' focus is on its future. The 
deadline is step one in building a firmer foundation. It's time 
to acquire picks and/or top prospects. 
That said, the Blue Jackets have some difficult decisions to 
make about whom to keep and whom to trade. Gavrikov is 
basically gone already, having been a healthy scratch for 
weeks while trade discussions play out, but Columbus wants 
a comparable return (think a first-round pick and 
prospect/additional high draft choice) to what he offers on the 
ice. 
Korpisalo -- a pending UFA -- might stick around in 
Columbus if not for the long-term deal already tendered to 
Elvis Merzlikins and Daniil Tarasov being on the radar for 
next season. Expect the Blue Jackets to dangle Korpisalo in 
front of any club looking to upgrade its goaltending for the 
short (and potentially long) term. 
Columbus has other assets, too, on the roster and in their 
system to toss into the fray. The Blue Jackets need a fresh 
start after this frustrating season, and roster turnover is a 
good place to start on that frontier. 

New Jersey Devils 

Deadline status: Ready to rumble 
Cap space: $1,360,834 
Players, picks in play: G Nico Daws, G Akira Schmid, F 
Alexander Holtz 
What they should do: New Jersey's biggest need was a top-
six winger. Its second-biggest need? Keeping pace with its 
Metropolitan Division -- and geographic -- rival. 
Hello, Timo Meier. 
More ESPN+ content » 
The Devils landed one of the trade deadline's top prizes in 
Meier, pulling him from San Jose in a blockbuster on Sunday 
night. That was New Jersey's counterpunch to the Rangers 
landing Vladimir Tarasenko (and potentially Patrick Kane, 
too) and the Islanders reeling in Bo Horvat. There's no doubt 
the Devils are a great team already. But seeing those around 
them loading up only incentivized New Jersey to do the 
same. 
In Meier, the Devils have a game-changing offensive 
playmaker whom New Jersey could potentially wrap up with 
a longer deal before he becomes a restricted free agent this 
summer. The important thing is to see how Meier fits in to 
complement the team's established contributors such as 
Jack Hughes, Jesper Bratt and Nico Hischier, who've been 
driving the offense all season. 
Now that Meier is in the mix, the Devils can fill in any 
remaining gaps with smaller adds. New Jersey could stand 
to improve its defense with a puck-moving second- or third-
pairing blueliner. Goal scoring will be at a premium come the 
playoffs, and no team can have too many contributors on the 
ice. Fortunately, New Jersey has assets to wield in order to 
improve. 
What the Devils won't be offering are top prospects Luke 
Hughes or Simon Nemec. Young NHL forward Dawson 
Mercer is also unlikely to be included in any transactions. 
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New Jersey is in a good spot to compete this season. Its 
remaining deadline moves should only serve to support 
those chances further -- whether that's by doing a lot, or a 
little. 

New York Islanders 

Deadline status: Push for the postseason 
Cap space: $7,173,206 
Players, picks in play: F Zach Parise, D Scott Mayfield, G 
Semyon Varlamov 
What they should do: New York stood pat at last season's 
trade deadline. Ditto in the offseason. 
So, naturally, GM Lou Lamoriello beat everyone to the punch 
by trading for -- and then extending -- Bo Horvat before the 
All-Star break. There's really no predicting where Lamoriello 
goes from here. But we can try anyway. 
The Islanders could keep adding -- specifically a top-six 
forward and depth defenseman -- and give themselves the 
best chance at a postseason berth. Mathew Barzal suffering 
a lower-body injury and joining Jean-Gabriel Pageau, Cal 
Clutterbuck and Josh Bailey on the sidelines only highlights 
the Islanders' need for more help up front to truly contend. 
Max Domi might be an appealing target in that case, in a 
low-risk, high-reward scenario. 
In terms of assets to part with, the Islanders have Varlamov 
and Mayfield as pending UFAs who could fetch a solid 
return. The rental goalie market -- or, frankly, the goalie 
market in general -- has been whisper quiet, though. And 
moving Varlamov would put the Islanders in a precarious 
position if starter Ilya Sorokin were to be injured. 
Lamoriello is notoriously tight-lipped and won't be tipping his 
hand anytime soon. What the Islanders should do to stay in 
contention, though, is keep buying, or find other creative 
means (aka waiver wire pickups) to improve their offensive 
chances. 

New York Rangers 

Deadline status: Not done yet? 
Cap space: $2,744,385 
Players, picks in play: F Ryan Carpenter, D Libor Hajek, D 
Zac Jones 
What they should do: New York wasn't waiting around for 
March 3. And the Rangers are as all-in as it gets. 
The Rangers pulled off a blockbuster move in grabbing 
Vladimir Tarasenko from St. Louis earlier this month to give 
Artemi Panarin a new top-line teammate. New York followed 
that up by acquiring Tyler Motte from Ottawa to bolster its 
bottom-six depth. Motte was with the Rangers last season 
but couldn't agree on an extension in free agency; now he's 
back in the fold and should slide nicely into a useful role for 
them. 
All that to say, what's next for New York? And will it involve 
Patrick Kane? It's no secret the Chicago Blackhawks star is 
interested in being a Ranger. New York started making 
space to acquire Kane -- a pending UFA -- by trading 
disgruntled Vitali Kravtsov to Vancouver on Saturday and 
putting forward Jake Leschyshyn on waivers. Then they 
dressed waiver-exempt Braden Schneider and Ryan 
Carpenter on Sunday without actually playing them in order 
to protect their health; the club's intention is freeing up cap 
space by sending them both to the American Hockey League 
this week. 

New York wouldn't do all that (would they?) without knowing 
a deal for Kane can come to fruition. 
GM Chris Drury has to believe Kane would be a real 
difference-maker for the Rangers. Brokering that deal with 
the Blackhawks would be Drury's last big swing and give 
coach Gerard Gallant a hefty amount of talent to play with 
ahead of the postseason. Given what New York has done up 
to this point, why stop now? 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Deadline status: Building for the future 
Cap space: $1,217,459 
Players, picks in play: F Zack MacEwen, F James van 
Riemsdyk, D Justin Braun, D Nick Seeler 
What they should do: Philadelphia must be highly motivated 
to make moves by March 3. 
It's a no-brainer for the Flyers to be sellers. What's intriguing 
will be who ends up out the door. John Tortorella is an 
exacting coach who likes a certain mentality in his players 
(and isn't shy about sharing criticism). If GM Chuck Fletcher 
is committed to Tortorella and his view of the team's future, it 
should be reflected in Philadelphia's deadline decisions. 
The Flyers' best return will likely come by van Riemsdyk, a 
veteran scorer who can add depth to a contender's middle 
six. Seeler and Braun might also become appealing to clubs 
that don't have enough capital to get in on the market's more 
coveted defensive options. Tony DeAngelo hasn't panned 
out as expected this season, but the Flyers invested a lot 
(with a two-year, $10 million deal) after grabbing DeAngelo 
from Carolina last summer. It would take the right offer to 
move on so quickly from the blueliner. 
Fletcher's priority will be starting to set Philadelphia up for a 
bounce-back season in 2023-24. The appetite for a long 
rebuild is minimal -- hence why trading Travis Konecny, for 
example, might not make sense -- and the Flyers have a 
strong pool of prospects who can start filling roles sooner 
than later. That gives them flexibility on trading current roster 
players, which should be the focus of their business over the 
next few days. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Deadline status: Solidifying the ranks 
Cap space: $1,951,133 
Players, picks in play: 2023 second-round pick, F Teddy 
Blueger, D Jeff Petry, D Owen Pickering 
What they should do: Pittsburgh needs one thing in a big 
way: depth scoring.! 
The Penguins' bottom-six group has been in disarray for 
much of the season and that won't do if Pittsburgh expects to 
a) make the playoffs and b) compete there well into the 
spring. The team's third line -- specifically Jeff Carter, 
Kasperi Kapanen and Brock McGinn -- has underachieved, 
and an infusion of new life would do wonders. Clearly GM 
Ron Hextall felt the same when Kapanen was placed on 
waivers Friday afternoon; St. Louis subsequently claimed the 
winger. 
But the primary impetus for Pittsburgh will be money. The 
Penguins' lack of available cap space makes dollars-in, 
dollars-out moves their only real option. Vancouver's Brock 
Boeser has term and would boost Pittsburgh's middle-six 
group immediately, but the Penguins would have to make 
room for his $6.6 million cap hit. That's not always easy. 
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Beyond just forward help, the Penguins could target 
defensive depth (same as most clubs), specifically with a 
team that might be willing to retain some salary. 
It's clear what the Penguins' priorities should be. How 
creative Hextall can get in fulfilling his requirements will 
prove fascinating. 

Washington Capitals 

Deadline status: Optimistic dealers 
Cap space: $4,412,950 
Players, picks in play: F Lars Eller, D Erik Gustafsson, D 
Trevor van Riemsdyk 
What they should do: Washington's season is slowly slipping 
away. The Capitals have skidded more than they've soared 
recently, and it has put their playoff hopes into question. 
It's not like Washington is out of the hunt. But after moving 
Dmitry Orlov and Garnet Hathaway to Boston last week, the 
Capitals aren't hanging their hats on another playoff run, 
either. Staying in that position would require aggressively 
adding roster players. Instead, GM Brian MacLellan picked 
up high draft choices -- including a 2023 first-round pick, 
2025 second-rounder and 2024 third-rounder -- from the 
Bruins. Washington's focus then appears more on the future. 
And it's not often during MacLellan's tenure that the Capitals 
have so obviously been in such a position. 
But let's not forget: The Capitals have Alex Ovechkin on the 
edge of his prime, and that's not something to waste. 
Beefing up the team's defense would be key for it to at least 
stay in the postseason mix. John Carlson's absence since 
suffering a head injury in December has left the Capitals' 
back end reeling. But blue-line help won't come cheap and 
how the Capitals navigate this next week will be revealing. 
The club should at least take into consideration how many 
more years it has to cash in on its best talents (Ovechkin, 
Nick Backstrom, Carlson, T.J. Oshie, etc.) and plan 
accordingly. It just might not be feasible for MacLellan to do 
enough with what he has available right now to keep the 
Capitals in contention. 

Central Division 
Arizona Coyotes 

Deadline status: Building for the future 
Cap space: $65,943,377 
Players, picks in play: F Nick Bjugstad, D Jakob Chychrun, D 
Shayne Gostisbehere, F Nick Ritchie 
What they should do: Working toward what they believe can 
become a bright future has long been the focal point for the 
Coyotes. This trade deadline gives them a chance to do that, 
and it started Feb. 22 when they moved defenseman Dysin 
Mayo for a 2023 fifth-rounder and Shea Weber's contract 
from the Vegas Golden Knights. It's a move that allowed 
them to gain draft capital while also being potential insurance 
to reach the cap floor should they need it once the deadline 
passes. 
The expectation is Chychrun will potentially generate the sort 
of return that could be among the largest commanded by a 
player at this deadline. If so, it's possible the Coyotes could 
receive both draft picks and at least a prospect. Whatever 
they receive for Chychrun would only just be one piece of 
their overall haul. 
Players such as Bjugstad and Gostisbehere are veteran 
pending UFAs who give the Coyotes a chance to parlay their 

talents into draft capital. Another item to consider is the 
possibility they could pick up additional draft capital by virtue 
of being a third-party broker, a tactic that teams are starting 
to use over the past few years. But with the reports that Nick 
Schmaltz might also be available, it could further amplify an 
already pivotal deadline for the Coyotes. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Deadline status: Building for the future 
Cap space: $18,066,126 
Players, picks in play: F Andreas Athanasiou, F Max Domi, F 
Patrick Kane 
What they should do: With Kane on the verge of joining the 
Rangers, there are still moves the Blackhawks can make. 
Trading Athanasiou and Domi are options. So is the notion 
they could potentially use their cap space to be a third-party 
broker in a bid to gain more draft capital. 
Even then, the Blackhawks did exactly what they sought out 
to do at this deadline, which was accruing the necessary 
capital to build for the future. What they have done ahead of 
this year's deadline is position themselves to have 10 draft 
picks in 2023, nine picks in 2024 and seven picks in 2025. 
They will have two first-round picks in three consecutive 
drafts while having multiple selections in the first three 
rounds of this year's and next year's drafts. 
It's possible they could add to that total depending upon what 
happens with Kane, Athanasiou and Domi. And if that 
happens, it only reinforces what has a chance to be a crucial 
next few months. The Blackhawks have one of the three 
lowest point totals, which places them in a position to win the 
draft lottery and have the chance to select the presumed No. 
1 pick in Bedard in their attempt to create the next long-term 
period of sustained success. 

Colorado Avalanche 

Deadline status: Win-again mode 
Cap space: $5,338,333 
Players, picks in play: 2023 first-round pick, 2024 first-round 
pick, D Sean Behrens, F Sampo Ranta 
What they should do: Try to strike a deal for a No. 2 center ... 
or is it possible they might already have one and could look 
to address another area? So far, the activity ahead of the 
deadline has seen a significant shift in the top-six center 
market with Horvat going to the Islanders, O'Reilly being 
moved to the Maple Leafs and Jonathan Toews staying with 
the Blackhawks as he continues to recover from COVID-19 
and chronic immune response syndrome. 
Yet what J.T. Compher has done of late has created 
questions about if the Avs already have a No. 2 center and 
could potentially look to improve elsewhere. Compher's 
profile is one of a top-nine forward who can play on either 
special teams unit. This season he has made a jump to 
career highs in assists, points and a surge in ice time to the 
tune of more than 20 minutes per game. He's on pace to 
finish with 18 goals and 59 points, which is similar to the 
projections of the current No. 2 center options believed to be 
available. 
Moving either Gabriel Landeskog and/or Erik Johnson to 
LTIR will create cap space. But the Avs also face a dilemma 
when it comes to what they can use in a potential trade. All 
the moves they have made over the past few years led to 
them winning a Cup. But they also altered the depth of their 
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prospect pool in a way that could see them be at a 
disadvantage compared to other teams. The Avs have their 
first-round picks for this year and the next two years. Will it 
be enough? 

Dallas Stars 

Deadline status: Wait and see? 
Cap space: $1,211,853 
Players, picks in play: D Lian Bichsel, F Matej Blumel, F 
Riley Damiani 
What they should do: Strengthening their top-six forward 
group appears to be the move for a team that sits around the 
middle of the league in goals per game. The Stars 
exchanged Denis Gurianov in order to receive Evgenii 
Dadonov. They could go after more options, but it also 
comes down to this rather important set of questions: What's 
the cost, and will that help be worth the price? 
The Stars have a number of prospects they could use as 
potential trade chips. But is that the most prudent move for 
an organization that has continually found ways to develop 
homegrown talent into key players within its lineup? Miro 
Heiskanen, Roope Hintz, Jake Oettinger and Jason 
Robertson are the strongest current examples of that 
approach. 
It's also something the Stars are seeing again this season 
with the contributions made by Ty Dellandrea and Wyatt 
Johnston. And while they got Nils Lundkvist in a trade, he's 
still another young player who has become a contributor. 
That's what makes the discussion around even trading draft 
picks challenging. Because it's entirely possible that a draft 
pick the Stars could trade for a rental could have also been 
one of their future farm-to-table contributors. 

Minnesota Wild 

Deadline status: It's complicated 
Cap space: $10,721,938 
Players, picks in play: D Matt Dumba, D Alex Goligoski, F 
Jordan Greenway 
What they should do: Winning six of their past 10 games has 
seen the Wild go from being in the wild-card race to being 
three points out of the Central lead. Wild general manager 
Bill Guerin told The Athletic that he would like to be active at 
the deadline, before adding whatever they can or cannot do 
is "another story." 
A year ago, the Wild were one of the NHL's most prolific 
teams as they were fifth in goals per game. Losing Kevin 
Fiala, among other reasons, has led to a decline, and they 
entered Sunday ranked 26th in goals. Or to say it another 
way: Of all the teams currently in a playoff spot, the Wild 
have the least prolific attack. 
But where it gets complicated is that the Wild are not exactly 
swimming in the sort of cap space that makes a deal to get a 
top-nine scorer easy. CapFriendly projects the Wild have 
$2.605 million to use by season's end. It's the type of space 
that allowed them to be third-party brokers as a way to gain 
draft capital. However, it's also the type of space that could 
make it challenging for them to add another forward 
compared to teams with more cap space. 
And while they could potentially facilitate a deal for a rental, 
anything long-term could come with complications. The Wild 
already have to shed contracts this offseason as the 
combined total from the Zach Parise and Ryan Suter buyouts 

will increase from $12.743 million to $14.743 million for both 
the 2023-24 and the 2024-25 seasons. 

Nashville Predators 

Deadline status: Building for the future 
Cap space: $11,024,623 
Players, picks in play: D Mattias Ekholm 
What they should do: Practically every question about the 
Predators' direction was answered over the weekend. They 
traded Nino Niederreiter to the Winnipeg Jets. They 
announced that GM David Poile was going to step down at 
the end of the season. Then, they traded Tanner Jeannot for 
Cal Foote and five draft picks from the Lightning. 
The decision to trade Jeannot and Niederreiter comes as the 
Preds entered Tuesday just six points out of the final wild-
card spot. There is still a chance the Preds could reach the 
playoffs for a ninth straight season. They also could miss the 
postseason entirely. 
If the trades signal that the Predators are willing to make 
more deals, the question is: Do they start moving players en 
masse now, or could the offseason be a more realistic 
window? A number of their most coveted players are on 
deals that are longer than two years and come with sizable 
cap hits. 

St. Louis Blues 

Deadline status: Building for the future 
Cap space: $6,103,758 
Players, picks in play: D Colton Parayko 
What they should do: Blues GM Doug Armstrong's decision 
to trade Ivan Barbashev, Ryan O'Reilly and Vladimir 
Tarasenko before the trade deadline has made it clear that 
the Blues are sellers who are concentrating on their future. 
As for how quickly the Blues see that future starting? With 
less than a week left until the deadline, they claimed 
Penguins winger Kasperi Kapanen on waivers. Picking him 
up gives them a top-nine forward who is in the first year of a 
two-year contract carrying a $3.2 million annual cap hit. 
But there is still a possibility the Blues might not be done. 
Daily Faceoff reported that teams have also asked about 
Parayko, who is in the first of an eight-year extension 
carrying a $6.5 million AAV cap hit. It could amount to the 
Blues adding to a haul that has already seen them pick up 
two first-rounders for a total of three first-round picks in this 
year's draft. 

Winnipeg Jets 

Deadline status: Time to strike 
Cap space: $5,042,089 
Players, picks in play: 2023 first-round pick, F Jansen 
Harkins, F Karson Kuhlman, F Danny Zhilkin 
What they should do: Enough was in place to suggest the 
Jets needed to trade for a top-nine forward, which is exactly 
what they did when they acquired Niederreiter. For one, they 
are in a position to potentially win the Central and the 
Western regular-season crowns. They were also a team that 
came into the weekend ranked 18th in goals while having the 
NHL's No. 14 power-play unit. 
Then came the news Jets coach Rick Bowness delivered 
with a week left before the deadline that rookie forward Cole 
Perfetti would miss eight weeks with an upper-body injury. 
Scoring has been a season-long issue for the Jets, which is 
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what makes losing Perfetti even more difficult because he 
was fifth in assists and sixth in points. 
Niederreiter's arrival means the Jets have strengthened a 
top-six winger situation that already featured Kyle Connor, 
Nikolaj Ehlers, Blake Wheeler and Perfetti once he returns. 
He gives them a five-time, 20-goal scorer who already has 
18 goals in a bid for what would be his sixth 20-goal 
campaign. He also gives the Jets a player who has scored 
15 goals and 30 points over 82 postseason games. 

Pacific Division 
Anaheim Ducks 

Deadline status: Building for the future 
Cap space: $56,938,260 
Players, picks in play: F Adam Henrique, D John Klingberg, 
D Dmitry Kulikov, D Kevin Shattenkirk 
What they should do: The Ducks are in a position to come 
away with the type of haul that could help them attain the 
sort of franchise-altering draft capital they seek. In fact, what 
they do at the deadline coupled with the reality they could 
win the draft lottery and potentially draft Bedard could make 
this one of the most pivotal times in franchise history. 
Having three pending UFA defensemen in Klingberg, Kulikov 
and Shattenkirk could help them achieve that goal. Klingberg 
and Shattenkirk present playoff hopefuls with puck-moving 
options who can facilitate scoring chances at 5-on-5 and in 
power-play sequences, while Kulikov, who leads the Ducks 
in short-handed minutes, could strengthen a penalty kill. 
The most intriguing situation is what could happen with 
Henrique. Horvat and O'Reilly going earlier in the deadline 
window along with Monahan's injury significantly altered the 
top-six center market. Thus, it made Henrique one of the 
strongest options for a team trying to fill that need. But he 
was recently moved to injured reserve and is considered 
week-to-week. So a team trading for him would keep that in 
mind in addition to the results of his physical. Still, it could 
result in a team adding a center with one year left on his 
contract at $5.825 million who has scored 19 goals and 33 
points through 55 games. 

Calgary Flames 

Deadline status: Wait and see 
Cap space: $3,184,298 
Players, picks in play: D Connor Mackey, F Kevin Rooney, G 
Arseni Sergeyev 
What they should do: You might have noticed a pattern with 
a number of Western Conference teams. The ones that are 
vying for the wild-card spot are facing a decision: Do they 
make a move? Or do they hold firm with the hope that what 
they have is enough to make it into the postseason? 
The Flames are among those teams. Finding ways to 
consistently generate more goals has factored into why they 
are 17th in goals scored. It's why they could use another 
forward. But they could also try to add another defenseman 
who would bolster their blue line with the aim of finding more 
cohesion on that end of the ice. 
Figuring how to address those needs with little cap space 
appears to be the challenge. But it also is part of a cat-and-
mouse game similar to that of a number of Western 
Conference teams trying to reach the playoffs. The Flames 
are six points out of third in the Pacific and four points behind 
the Kraken for the first wild-card spot. But they are three 

points behind the Avalanche -- with the realization the Avs 
have played fewer games. 

Edmonton Oilers 

Deadline status: Win now -- and at least return to the 
conference finals 
Cap space: $1,412,500 
Players, picks in play: 2023 first-round pick, F Warren 
Foegele, F Jesse Puljujarvi 
What they should do: Pick a top-four defenseman who is 
expected to be moved before or on trade deadline day. 
Chances are, a number of them have been linked with the 
Oilers or would serve as an option for a team that has 
struggled with allowing a high number of goals at various 
points of the season. 
Getting one of those top-four defensemen is a plan that 
would feature a number of moving parts. The first and most 
crucial step is finding the cap space. Currently, the Oilers 
don't have the space to add someone of this caliber, and 
that's with three players on LTIR. They must either find a 
way to create space by trading someone away and/or be 
willing to pay a premium to enlist the help of a third-party 
broker in order to facilitate a deal. 
Then there's the second piece of the plan: Fielding a 
competitive enough offer that will give the Oilers the edge 
over other teams. The Oilers have first-round picks they can 
use in addition to forwards like Foegele or Puljujarvi. But will 
it be enough? There could be teams that ask the Oilers for 
one of their top prospects, forcing Edmonton's front office 
into making a decision that could impact the team for years 
to come. 

Los Angeles Kings 

Deadline status: Selective shoppers 
Cap space: $3,282,541 
Players, picks in play: 2023 first-round pick, D Helge Grans, 
F Alex Laferriere 
What they should do: Going after a top-four defenseman who 
can help reinforce their defensive zone play appears to be 
the objective. Determining what might be the most feasible 
asking price in a market that has seen sellers collect hefty 
bounties to this point looks like the most notable challenge 
facing the Kings. 
There was a time when it appeared they were going to get 
Chychrun, and perhaps that can still happen. But one of the 
reported issues with any deal was the asking price. Namely, 
the Kings were reluctant to give up two prospects whom they 
feel can be of great value in their future plans in Quinton 
Byfield and Brandt Clarke. 
But there are other options the Kings could pursue. For 
example, they could decide to go after one of the pending 
UFA defensemen who they believe could fill their needs for 
what they deem to be a more reasonable price without 
severely impacting their future plans. 

San Jose Sharks 

Deadline status: Building for the future 
Cap space: $2,194,167 
Players, picks in play: D Erik Karlsson, G James Reimer 
What they should do: With less than a week left before the 
deadline, the Sharks moved their most coveted player in 
Timo Meier to the Devils, and shaped part of their future in 
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the process. It led to them receiving a conditional 2023 first-
round pick, a conditional 2024 second-round pick, a 2024 
seventh-round pick, a pair of prospect defensemen in Shakir 
Mukhamadaullin and Nikita Okhotiuk and NHL forwards in 
Andreas Johnsson and Fabian Zetterlund. 
Maybe the Sharks are able to make another trade. Maybe 
trading Meier is the only move they can make. Either way, 
what Sharks GM Mike Grier was able to do with the Meier 
trade alone has the potential to make this one of the more 
instrumental periods in recent franchise history. 
Just know this: The Sharks have one of the lowest point 
totals in the NHL. They have not had a top-three pick since 
1998. But now? They are in position to potentially win the 
draft lottery and have the chance to draft presumed No. 1 
pick Connor Bedard in a draft that will see them have 11 
picks, including two in the first round. 

Seattle Kraken 

Deadline status: Selective shoppers 
Cap space: $3,687,576 
Players, picks in play: D Carson Soucy, one of their three 
2023 second-round picks 
What they should do: Kraken GM Ron Francis told ESPN 
that the team is "not afraid to make a move." As for what 
move Seattle will make? That is where the mystery lies with 
the Kraken, especially with Francis stating they want to add 
depth without specifying what areas they would like to 
address. 
The rumors continue to persist that they could be interested 
in potentially moving on from Soucy. He is set to hit 
unrestricted free agency in an offseason that will also require 
the Kraken to present defensemen Will Borgen and Vince 
Dunn with new contracts. Furthermore, the Kraken might 
believe Soucy is expendable, having just traded for Jaycob 
Megna. 
ESPN's Emily Kaplan also reported the Kraken were 
monitoring Jonathan Toews before that no longer became an 
option. The Kraken are one of the most prolific goal-scoring 
teams in the league, but they have struggled to convert that 
into consistent power-play success with a unit that ranks 
20th in the NHL; adding a top-nine forward with some 
offensive flash would help solve that problem. 

Vancouver Canucks 

Deadline status: Building for the future 
Cap space: $7,294,583 
Players, picks in play: F Brock Boeser, D Luke Schenn 

The NHL's top 10 players by position 

What they should do: Everything surrounding the Canucks' 
current status suggests they are a franchise that is looking 

toward the future. Their record means they're in position to 
get a lottery pick. Meanwhile, the haul they received in 
trading Horvat to the Islanders -- which included a first-round 
pick and a prospect forward in Aatu Raty -- was just the start. 
The Rangers' need to clear cap space for an impending 
Kane trade means the Canucks received another forward in 
Vitali Kravtsov, who was a first-round pick back in 2018. He 
gives them one more promising young player who projects 
as a top-nine forward. 
So what could Boeser and Schenn bring back in return? 
Let's start with Boeser. The Canucks gave his agent 
permission to speak with the Wild. But another team could 
present something more enticing for a top-six forward who is 
a proven 20-goal scorer with two more years left on his 
current contract. 
Schenn is one of the more attractive defensive options. For 
one, he would provide his new team with a two-time Stanley 
Cup champion who is having the strongest offensive 
campaign of his career, in addition to someone who can be 
trusted to eat minutes on the penalty kill ... all for the price of 
being a pending UFA with an $850,000 cap hit. 
Between a classic pending UFA rental in Schenn and a 
proven goal scorer with term remaining in Boeser, the 
Canucks can add some franchise-altering futures ahead of 
March 3. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Deadline status: Pushing all the chips in 
Cap space: $6,504,166 
Players, picks in play: 2023 first-round pick, one of their two 
2023 third-round picks, D Lukas Cormier, F Pavel Dorofeyev 
What they should do: Last week, the Knights moved Mark 
Stone to LTIR to free up cap space, only to then trade the 
Shea Weber contract. That gave the club the needed 
financial flexibility for years to come. But all of this suggests 
the Knights are in a position to make the type of move they 
feel can help them win the Stanley Cup this year -- while also 
adding help for the future. 
Finding another top-six forward became the priority for the 
Golden Knights once Stone was ruled out indefinitely after 
having his second back surgery since last May. They added 
one versatile option in Ivan Barbashev, sending prospect 
Zach Dean to St. Louis. 
Is another major trade even worth it? At some point, the 
Knights will have to rely on their farm system to supplement 
their lineup, as opposed to using free agency or the trade 
market to find answers. The Knights do have prospects. But 
could moving those prospects help them or hurt them going 
forward? It's a philosophical question for the front office to 
ponder in the days ahead.

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article272618417.html 

https://theathletic.com/4257736/2023/02/27/nhl-trade-board-deadline-week/ 
https://theathletic.com/4256425/2023/02/27/nhl-tanner-jeannot-timo-meier-trade-rumblings/ 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/insider/insider/story/_/id/35740695/nhl-trade-deadline-guides-all-32-teams-2023 
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LeBrun rumblings: NHL execs on the Tanner Jeannot trade, and inside 
the Timo Meier deal 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

 

There was a collective gasp around NHL Twitter on Sunday night as we 
learned what the return was on the Tanner Jeannot trade. 

The Lightning sent defenseman Cal Foote, their first-round pick in 2025 
(top-10 protected) and their second-round selection in 2024 to the 
Predators, as well as third, fourth and fifth-round picks in 2023. 

So, as was noted on Twitter, one draft pick for each of Jeannot’s five 
goals this season. 

Here’s the thing: If there’s any team that gets the benefit of the doubt, it’s 
the Lightning. That’s a very smart front office, and it finds these players it 
feels strongly will fit the team and pays whatever price it takes. This is 
right in line with past deals for Blake Coleman, Barclay Goodrow, Nick 
Paul and Brandon Hagel. 

And see three consecutive trips to the Stanley Cup Final, including two 
titles. 

Was I initially shocked at the price paid? Of course. But then I thought, 
“Well, I guess Lightning general manager Julien BriseBois feels strongly 
about this player fitting his team.” 

Jeannot, who’s a restricted free agent this summer, scored 24 goals last 
season, and he’s making $800,000. So there’s that, too. 

I asked a few rival front office executives for their take on the trade 
Monday morning. Here’s what they said: 

Team exec No. 1: “First of all, great return for Nashville. I like Jeannot as 
a player. Good middle-six wing who brings size and some heaviness with 
grit and secondary offense to the lineup. Did Tampa pay a lot? 
Absolutely. Did they overpay? Yes … but in the end they’ve done that 
before and had success. Credit to Julien. They have an identity and they 
do a really good job of finding pieces to fill needs and who play to that 
identity. 

“And they have a record of re-signing these types of acquisitions and if 
they do that with Jeannot it would offset the cost.” 

Team exec No. 2: “Tampa went back to its familiar playbook and added a 
forward at the deadline who injects more grit and snarl, and some scoring 
ability, to their already potent forward group. It worked in the past with 
Goodrow, Coleman, Paul and Hagel. The cost may have been somewhat 
excessive, but over the years, their players have played a ton of playoff 
games and are probably in need of another injection that a player like 
Jeannot brings. Based upon their history, as well as where they might be 
in their cycle, this was an excellent addition for them.” 

Team exec No. 3: “Stunning. Davie Poile’s swan song. Unreal return for 
Nashville. When I read it … I am still waiting for someone to say it was a 
misprint.” 

So, yes, it was an overpay, but the bottom line for Tampa Bay is that all 
those draft picks they traded had next to zero chance of actually being in 
the Lightning lineup while the current core led by Nikita Kucherov, Andrei 
Vasilevskiy, Steven Stamkos, Brayden Point, Anthony Cirelli and Victor 
Hedman try to win more championships. That first-round pick in 2025 
(top-10 protected), a pick two years from now, maybe is a player in the 
NHL in 2028 or 2029? 

Given Tampa Bay’s lack of draft capital, the Lightning made the decision 
they would have to go quantity over quality in their efforts to land a player 
they coveted. 

And that they did. 

Could it backfire? Of course. Maybe this elite core doesn’t age as well as 
the front office hopes and not having a lot of picks the next few years 
comes back to haunt them and this team in about four years is a disaster. 

But I know how I would feel if I were a player in that Tampa Bay dressing 
room today: Let’s go. 

Inside the Timo Meier deal 

What a grind. 

It’s the first thing that comes to mind when I think about the amount of 
work Sharks GM Mike Grier and his staff put into this process over the 
past few weeks. 

Did they ultimately choose the right package in going with New Jersey 
over the final offers from Vegas and Carolina? 

I mean, let’s revisit that in five years. But there’s no denying Grier 
explored the market thoroughly. 

Don’t forget other teams like the Blues and Jets also had talks with San 
Jose on Meier before they faded out. The Maple Leafs checked in a few 
weeks ago before going the Ryan O’Reilly route. There were other 
teams, too. 

The Canes tried valiantly over the past 10 days, especially. One of their 
final offers had six pieces in it, including a first-round pick and a second-
round pick, plus prospects. But the one young player they never relented 
in not wanting to move is Russian blueliner Alexander Nikishin. It might 
have been a game-changer had Carolina included him in the package, 
but I don’t blame the Canes for wanting to keep him. They have big plans 
for him. 

What surprised me, too, is that according to my TSN colleague Darren 
Dreger, the Golden Knights were still in it for Meier even after acquiring 
Ivan Barbashev on Sunday. Wouldn’t that have been something, getting 
both Barbashev and Meier. That also tells me the Golden Knights are 
certainly not done yet. 

But in the end, Devils GM Tom Fitzgerald never relented. He was on San 
Jose constantly the past few weeks, as it was evident he would be as far 
back as an interview I did with him in late January. He was willing to be 
all-in to get a top-six winger as long as it was a hockey deal and not a 
rental. Which of course screamed Meier. 
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Here’s something to remember about Fitzgerald: Last August, he tried 
hard to get into the Matthew Tkachuk trade sweepstakes, but 
unfortunately for him, the Devils didn’t make Tkachuk’s shortlist. 
Fitzgerald also spoke to Johnny Gaudreau’s camp when free agency 
opened last July. 

Neither one of those things materialized, but I remember filing that away 
because it gave me the impression that the Devils were going to take a 
big swing again for a top-six winger when the moment presented itself. 

Bang. Mission accomplished. 

The Devils still have to re-sign Meier, a restricted free agent this 
offseason with a $10 million qualifying offer. That’s going to be a big 
priority. And they have to sign Jesper Bratt, too. 

If Fitzgerald can pull both those things off, you’re looking at a Devils team 
that could prove to be a sustainable contender for years to come. 
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3 takeaways from Knights’ loss: Offense ‘stagnant’ in shutout 

 

Ben Gotz4-5 minutes 27/02/2023 

 

Golden Knights center William Karlsson won a key offensive-zone draw 
with 3:44 to play against the Colorado Avalanche and his team down two 
goals. 

The puck was in the Knights’ net 17 seconds later. 

The team, as part of a pattern in Monday’s 3-0 loss at Ball Arena, lost a 
puck battle along the boards. Left wing Artturi Lehkonen and right wing 
Valeri Nichushkin worked the puck loose, setting up center Nathan 
MacKinnon’s empty-net goal from 132 feet away. 

Moments like that were far too frequent in a Knights’ offensive 
performance that defenseman Alec Martinez called “stagnant” and coach 
Bruce Cassidy described as “out of sync.” The defending Stanley Cup 
champions took advantage in their sixth win in a row. 

The Knights were shut out for the second time this season and saw their 
nine-game point streak snapped, losing in regulation for the first time 
since Jan. 27 against the New York Rangers. 

“They checked us really well,” Cassidy said. “We weren’t hard enough on 
pucks in the o-zone, so I give (the Avalanche) a lot of credit for that.” 

Martinez said the Knights “just didn’t have our ‘A’ game” against the 
Avalanche. 

Their offense was dormant for stretches. It couldn’t sustain pressure in 
others, failing to hold onto pucks or generate second chances. 

It didn’t help that the Knights played from behind almost the entire game. 

Right wing Mikko Rantanen scored 14 seconds after the opening faceoff 
after picking off a pass from goaltender Adin Hill in midair. Rantanen fired 
the puck into the net before Hill could recover. It was the fastest goal the 
Knights have allowed to start a game this season. 

The team pushed back at first but then dropped off. The Knights had only 
one shot on goal the final 11 minutes of the first period. 

Rantanen scored again in the second to put the Avalanche up 2-0 with 
3:40 remaining. The Knights didn’t test goaltender Alexander Georgiev to 
start the third. Their first shot on goal came 7:28 in. They didn’t get 
another for 5:01. 

MacKinnon’s goal sealed a comfortable win for Colorado, which played 
without reigning Norris and Conn Smythe Trophy winner Cale Makar. 
Georgiev finished with 31 saves in his third shutout. 

The loss dropped the Knights’ lead in the Western Conference standings 
to one point with 22 games left. 

“For whatever reason, we just didn’t play well,” Martinez said. 

Here are three takeaways from the loss: 

1. Barbashev’s debut 

Left wing Ivan Barbashev played his first game with the Knights, one day 
after arriving in a trade with the St. Louis Blues. 

Like most of his teammates, Barbashev was relatively quiet. He had one 
shot, one hit and one block playing on the top line with center Jack Eichel 
and right wing Jonathan Marchessault. 

2. Hill’s night 

Hill was back in the net for the first time since sustaining a “bump” in his 
last start Feb. 18 against the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

His final 59:46 were strong. His first 14 seconds weren’t. 

Hill’s turnover was one of several he’s had playing the puck, a clear 
weakness in what otherwise has been a solid season. His shot stopping 
was still excellent. He made 31 saves, tied for his fourth-highest total of 
the season. 

3. Career first 

Defenseman Alex Pietrangelo did something he hadn’t in his first 929 
games: Win a faceoff. 

Pietrangelo was forced into the circle when Karlsson was kicked out to 
begin a four-on-three penalty kill. He beat Nichushkin to give the Knights 
the puck to start. 

It was only the third faceoff of Pietrangelo’s career. He lost the first two. 
He is the sixth Knights defenseman to take a faceoff and the third to win 
one after Colin Miller and Shea Theodore. 
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Golden Knights GM says Mark Stone’s rehab will take time 

 

Ben Gotz3-4 minutes 27/02/2023 

February 27, 2023 - 8:00 am 

 

It’s still too early to determine when captain Mark Stone could play again 
for the Golden Knights, general manager Kelly McCrimmon said Sunday. 

Stone is out indefinitely after undergoing back surgery Jan. 31. It was his 
second back procedure in nine months following a lumbar discectomy 
May 19. 

“At this point, it’s still too vague,” McCrimmon said. “He had major back 
surgery, so it’s going to be a rehab process that takes some time.” 

Stone has missed the past 16 games and is on long-term injured reserve. 
The Knights have 22 games remaining after playing Colorado on Monday 
until their regular season ends April 13 against Seattle. 

Stone is one of the NHL’s best two-way forwards. He has scored 38 
points in 43 games this season, and his plus-12 rating at five-on-five is 
tied for third-best on the Knights, according to the website Natural Stat 
Trick. 
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Goalie injured 

Goaltender Laurent Brossoit didn’t dress Monday and is considered day 
to day with a lower-body injury. 

The 29-year-old has been sensational since being recalled Feb. 11, with 
seven goals allowed and a .936 save percentage in his first three starts. 
He made 41 saves in an incredible duel with Dallas Stars goaltender 
Jake Oettinger in a 3-2 shootout loss Saturday. 

“I feel bad for LB, especially if (the injury) stretches out,” coach Bruce 
Cassidy said. “He was playing really well.” 

The Knights have dealt with numerous injuries in net. Robin Lehner will 
miss the entire season with a hip injury that required surgery. Brossoit 
wasn’t ready for the start of training camp after undergoing offseason hip 
surgery. Rookie Logan Thompson is week to week with a lower-body 
injury he suffered Feb. 9 against the Minnesota Wild. Adin Hill missed 
two games with a “bump” he sustained Feb. 18 against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning before returning to back up Brossoit on Saturday. 

Popular player 

The St. Louis Blues have traded 2019 Conn Smythe (playoff MVP) 
winner Ryan O’Reilly and six-time 30-goal scorer Vladimir Tarasenko this 
season, but general manager Doug Armstrong said new Knights left wing 
Ivan Barbashev generated the most interest before the NHL’s trade 
deadline Friday. 

Armstrong attributed that to Barbashev’s $2.25 million cap hit. O’Reilly’s 
and Tarasenko’s are $7.5 million. 

The Knights gave up 2021 first-round pick Zach Dean to acquire 
Barbashev on Sunday. Barbashev said he knew it was only a matter of 
time before he was traded and found out while he was on Twitter. 

“I feel like it’s a new challenge for me and a really big opportunity to go 
on a long playoff run,” Barbashev said. 
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Golden Knights shut out 3-0 against defending champion Avalanche 

 

By Danny Webster (contact)4-5 minutes 27/02/2023 

Published Monday, Feb. 27, 2023 | 8:40 p.m. 

Updated Monday, Feb. 27, 2023 | 9:58 p.m. 

 

Colorado is playing tis best hockey at the right time. It was a stark 
reminder to the Golden Knights why the Avalanche are the defending 
Stanley Cup champions. 

An early gaffe from goalie Adin Hill 14 seconds into the game put Vegas 
on its heels from the get-go, and the Golden Knights were shut out 3-0 at 
Ball Arena on Monday. 

Hill, making his first start since Feb. 18 after missing two games with a 
minor injury and then sitting as the backup Saturday, made 31 saves, but 
his early turnover moments after the opening faceoff had Vegas (35-19-
6) reeling early. 

Hill went to clear the puck from behind the net, but passed it right to 
Avalanche forward Mikko Rantanen and scored into an open net for an 
early 1-0 Colorado lead. 

"Mistakes happen. It's a game of mistakes," defenseman Alec Martinez 
said. "Hillsy's trying to make a play. You're going to get scored on, 
especially against a team like that. Do I think it rattled us? No. For 
whatever reason, we just didn't play well tonight." 

Rantanen scored twice to reach 40 goals on the season. 

Despite the mistake, Hill played well and stopped the next 10 shots in the 
first period. It was an encouraging sign after Laurent Brossoit played 
inspired hockey in his last three starts, including a 41-save effort in the 3-
2 shootout loss to Dallas this past weekend. 

But the injuries continue to pile up at the goaltending position with 
Brossoit now day-to-day with a lower-body injury. His status for 
Wednesday against Carolina is up in the air. 

Michael Hutchinson was recalled from AHL Henderson and served as the 
backup. 

While Hill tried his best, those in front of him struggled to generate 
anything dangerous in the final 30 minutes. 

"I thought we were a little stagnant," Martinez said. We didn't have 
enough movement." 

The Golden Knights had just five high-danger chances through the first 
two periods, and once Colorado settled in defensively, Vegas couldn't 
generate anything positive. Colorado outshot Vegas 9-1 in the final 11 
minutes of the second period, including Rantanen's second goal at 16:20. 

Nathan MacKinnon scored an empty-net goal for the 3-0 final. 

"They checked us really well," coach Bruce Cassidy said. "I thought the 
difference in the game for us, in the o-zone, we got pushed off pucks 
pretty much all night. We generated some slot looks, but we didn't get the 
second chance. They recovered well after that." 

Newly acquired forward Ivan Barbashev was a minus-1 in 16:40 in his 
Golden Knights debut. Barbashev, who was on first-line left wing with 
Jack Eichel and Jonathan Marchessault, was acquired in a trade with the 
St. Louis Blues on Sunday in exchange for prospect forward Zach Dean. 

It's not fair to evaluate Barbashev's play after one game considering no 
Vegas forward played well. He showed a willingness to play physically 
and got loose in front of the net a couple of times, but to no avail. 

This was the Golden Knights' first regulation loss post-All-Star break and 
ended their nine-game point streak (6-0-3). 

Now, they're about to enter a stretch in March that features 15 games in 
31 days as the top team in the Western Conference and a two-point lead 
— with a game in hand — over the Los Angeles Kings for first place in 
the Pacific Division. 

First up in the gauntlet is the Carolina Hurricanes, the leaders of the 
Metropolitan Division. 

"A team like Carolina is going to play similar," Cassidy said. "They're 
going to be in your face. They close quick. If you want to score goals in 
this league, you need to separate and execute at a high level. Tonight, 
we did not do that. That was very evident." 

Danny Webster can be reached at 702-259-8814 or [email protected]. 
Follow Danny on Twitter at twitter.com/DannyWebster21. 
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Even With High Attendance Capacity Rates, VGK Still Using Pogoseat 
Vendor To Sell Last-Minute Tickets For Home Games – LVSportsBiz 

 

Alan Snel4-4 minutes 28/02/2023 

 

“The Devils are in Sin City!” 

With a lede like that, how can I not continue reading? 
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That was the opening of a text alert to my cell phone courtesy of 
Pogoseat, the the company used by the Vegas Golden Knights to try and 
sell last-minute tickets to fans. The VGK-Pogoseat partnership began in 
2018. 

The New Jersey Devils, a top Eastern Conference team with a new 
addition, former San Jose Sharks player Timo Meier, visit the Knights for 
a game on Friday. The Pogoseat text alert hyped the Golden Knights-
Devils game, with “Very limited Upper Level seats for $55 and Mezzanine 
seats for $90. NO FEES!” 

Savvy, price-conscious fans can choose the Pogoseat text alert option or 
check out the Golden Knights own ticket exchange website shortly before 
a game for good ticket buys that are sometimes less costly than what 
season ticket holders pay for VGK home game tickets. 

The Golden Knights’ average attendance is 17,982 a game, good for 
102.8 percent capacity — just behind the Boston Bruins’ 102.9 percent 
capacity. 

The Golden Knights play another tough Eastern Conference team, the 
Carolina Hurricanes, at home Wednesday before the Devils visit Sin City 
for Friday’s VGK game at T-Mobile Arena. 

On Monday, the Golden Knights lost to the Colorado Avalanche, 3-0. 

*The new Las Vegas indoor lacrosse team, the Desert Dogs, are making 
history by playing lacrosse outdoors in a stadium game against the San 
Diego Seals at Snapdragon Stadium, the home venue of the San Diego 
State Aztecs football team of the Mountain West Conference. Saturday’s 
Dogs-Seals game is the first-ever outdoor game in National Lacrosse 
League history. 

NBA Brooklyn Nets owner Joe Tsai, who is part-owner of the Desert 
Dogs and owner of the Seals, can’t lose because he has ownership 
interests in both the Dogs and the Seals. 

Joe Tsai 

The stadium has 35,000 seats for college football, but will be scaled 
down to 10,100 for the lacrosse game. The new Desert Dogs got off to a 
slow start, but have won three games in a row for a 4-5 record. 

The Desert Dogs’ next home game is March 11 for the team’s limited 
edition Wayne Gretzky jersey giveaway. The first 4,000 fans (previously 
3500) the Dogs’ 7:30PM game against the Vancouver Warriors will 
receive the Gretzky number 99 jersey. Gretzky, like Tsai, is a Desert 
Dogs’ part-owner. 

Wayne Gretzky answering questions about the new Las Vegas 
professional indoor lacrosse team. 

*It was big news when “hostile work environment” allegations by former 
interim Raiders team president Dan Ventrelle surfaced in May 2022. 

The latest is that Ventrelle has settled with the Raiders, LVSportsBiz.com 
has learned. 

Ventrelle, who served as interim president after former team president 
Marc Badain resigned in July 2021 because of financial irregularities, 
alleged he was fired last year because he had informed the NFL of owner 
Mark Davis’ “unacceptable response” to “multiple written complaints from 
employees that Mark created a hostile work environment and engaged in 
other potential misconduct (that) caused me grave concern.” 

LVSportsBiz.com contacted Ventrelle, the Raiders and the NFL, but did 
not hear back. 
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Golden Knights Blanked Against Defending Cup Champions 

 

By Owen Krepps4-5 minutes 28/02/2023 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights (35-19-6, 76 points) struggled to find their 
offensive game and lost 3-0 to the Colorado Avalanche (34-19-5, 73 
points). 

Ivan Barbashev made his Golden Knights debut after being acquired on 
the NHL Trade Market Sunday. Goaltender Adin Hill started after it was 
announced earlier Monday that Laurent Brossoit is day-to-day with a 
lower-body injury. 

FIRST PERIOD 

1-0 VGK GOAL- Right off the bat, the Avalanche scored 14 seconds in 
as Mikko Rantanen took advantage of Adin Hill's gaff. 

In his first shift as a Golden Knight, Ivan Barbashev laid a big hit on 
Samuel Girard, which knocked him to the ground. 

Nathan Mackinnon made a spin move to get a pass across to Valeri 
Nichushkin for a shot. 

Goalie gaff aside, the Golden Knights then put together a solid collection 
of shots to make the shots 10-2 early. 

However, the Avalanche came back to make the shots 11-11 as the VGK 
failed to register a shot in over nine minutes. 

SECOND PERIOD 

William Karlsson had a shift with a couple of good chances after he and 
his line forechecked hard. 

Nathan Mackinnon set up Valeri Nichushkin for a one-timer off the rush, 
but Adin Hill made the save. 

Mikko Rantanen made a slick pass to Evan Rodrigues, but Adin Hill was 
able to slide across and make a big save. 

4 on 4- Brett Howden and Mikko Rantanen were the focal points of the 
first major scrum of the game. 

4 on 3- Chandler Stephenson was called for cross-checking Sam Girard 
and joined Brett Howden in the box. 

After William Karlsson was kicked out of the faceoff dot, Alex Pietrangelo 
took a faceoff on the penalty kill, which the VGK managed. 

2-0 COL GOAL- JT Compher slid a cross-ice pass to Mikko Rantanen for 
him to score his second goal of the game and 40th of the season. 

4 on 4- More coincidental minors as Phil Kessel and Alex Newhook went 
to the box. 

THIRD PERIOD 

Nicolas Hague made a good defensive play to tie up Denis Malgin, who 
was rushing to the net. 

Will Carrier made a drop pass to William Karlsson, who ripped a shot 
wide of Alexander Georgiev. 

The Golden Knights did not register a shot on goal in the third period until 
the 12:28 minute mark. 

Nathan Mackinnon threw a puck to the net, and Andrew Cogliano 
redirected it toward Adin Hill. 

VGK PP- The Golden Knights got their first powerplay of the game as 
Denis Malgin tripped Keegan Kolesar. 

Evan Rodrigues got a burst of speed past Alex Pietrangelo, but his shot 
went high of the goal. 

The Golden Knights pulled Adin Hill with roughly three-and-a-half 
minutes to go in the game. 
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3-0 COL GOAL- Nathan Mackinnon made no mistake shooting for the 
empty net from his own end. 

GOLDEN KNIGHTS NOTES 

In his Golden Knight debut, Ivan Barbashev looked solid. He had a 
couple of nice hits but also got tangled up with his linemates sometimes. 

Reilly Smith, who was recently passed as the VGK's leading goal scorer, 
has just one goal in his last 21 games.  

The Golden Knight's nine-game streak of collecting points in the 
standings has ended. 

Defenseman Alex Pietrangelo took a faceoff while killing a 4 on 3 
penalty. Shea Theodore, Dylan Coghlan, Nate Schmidt, Brad Hunt, and 
Colin Miller are the only other VGK defenseman take a faceoff. 

The Edmonton Oilers lost their game against the Boston Bruins, and the 
LA Kings did not play. The Golden Knights are still first in the Pacific. 

""VHN's Player of the Game: William Karlsson 

Up Next: The Golden Knights will play the Carolina Hurricanes on March 
1st at 7:00 p.m. at T-Mobile Arena. 
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Golden Knights Gameday 60: Barbie Girl: Lines and Notes vs Avalanche 

 

By Owen Krepps3-3 minutes 27/02/2023 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights (35-18-6, 76 points) will play the Colorado 
Avalanche (33-19-5, 71 points) this afternoon at 6:00 p.m. in their final 
meeting of the season series, this game being at Ball Arena. 

The Golden Knights have points in nine straight games, but lost their last 
contest to the Dallas Stars in the shootout 3-2.  

What to Watch 

Come on Barbie Let's Go Party 

Ivan Barbashev will make his Golden Knights debut after being acquired 
by general manager Kelly McCrimmon on Sunday. The Golden Knights 
will try and implement Barbashev's rugged two-way style of play on the 
top line alongside Jack Eichel and Jonathan Marchessault. 

Atop of the Hill 

Laurent Brossoit, who had played the last three games for the Golden 
Knights, is now out day-to-day with a lower-body injury, which means 
Adin Hill is back in net for the VGK. With Logan Thompson also out with 
an injury, the opportunity to emerge as a starting goaltender is there for 
Hill after his minor injury. 

Scoring Starts 

With their high-powered offense, the Colorado Avalanche have scored 
the first goal in 15 of their last 17 games. Just a little something to watch 
out for. 

Projected Golden Knights Line Combinations 

Ivan Barbashev- Jack Eichel- Jonathan Marchessault 

Reilly Smith- William Karlsson- Michael Amadio 

Will Carrier- Chandler Stephenson- Phil Kessel 

Paul Cotter- Brett Howden- Keegan Kolesar 

Alec Martinez- Alex Pietrangelo 

Brayden McNabb- Shea Theodore 

Nicolas Hague- Zach Whitecloud 

Laurent Brossoit/Adin Hill 

Golden Knights Special Teams 

PP1: Stephenson, Marchessault, Roy, Eichel, Pietrangelo 

PP2: Carrier, Karlsson, Kessel, Smith, Theodore 

PK1: Karlsson, Smith, McNabb, Pietrangelo 

PK2: Stephenson, Roy, Whitecloud, Martinez 

IR/Scratches 

Nolan Patrick, Robin Lehner/Mark Stone (c), Logan Thompson/Ben 
Hutton 

Projected Avalanche Line Combinations 

Artturi Lehkonen- Nathan Mackinnon- Valeri Nichushkin 

Evan Rodrigues- JT Compher- Mikko Rantanen 

Andrew Cogliano- Alex Newhook- Logan O'Connor 

Matt Nieto- Denis Malgin- Kurtis MacDermid 

Devon Toews- Sam Girard 

Bowen Byram- Josh Manson 

Jack Johnson- Brad Hunt 

Alexander Georgiev/Justus Annunen 

Avalanche Special Teams 

PP1- Nichushkin, Compher, Rantanen, Mackinnon, Byram 

PP2- Lehkonen, Newhook, Rodrigues, Girard, Toews 

PK1- Cogilano, O'Connor, Toews, Makar 

PK2- Compher, Nieto, Johnson, Girard 

IR/Scratches 

Gabriel Landeskog (c), Cale Makar, Pavel Francouz, Erik Johnson, 
Darren Helm 

How to Watch/Listen 

6:00 p.m. on AT&T Sportsnet, ESPN+ and Fox Sports 98.9 FM Radio. 
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Golden Knights Roundup: Brossoit Injured, Barbashev Joins Team On 
Top Line 

 

By Owen Krepps2-2 minutes 27/02/2023 

 

Golden Knights Injury Update 

The Vegas Golden Knights have announced a couple of quick roster 
transactions before their Monday night game against the Colorado 
Avalanche. 

First and foremost trade acquisition Ivan Barbashev has joined the team 
in Denver and will make his Golden Knight debut tonight wearing no. 49.  
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Head coach Bruce Cassidy confirmed that Barbashev will play on the 
team's top line alongside Jack Eichel and Jonathan Marchessault. 

The Golden Knights traded Zach Dean to the St. Louis Blues for 
Barbashev on Sunday. 

In the net, Laurent Brossoit is now out with a day-to-day with a lower-
body injury and Michael Hutchinson has once again been recalled, this 
time to backup Adin Hill. Logan Thompson and Nicolas Roy remain out 
with a lower-body injuries. Mark Stone is also out as he recovers from 
back surgery. 

Updated Projected Golden Knights Lines 

Ivan Barbashev- Jack Eichel- Jonathan Marchessault 

Reilly Smith- William Karlsson- Michael Amadio 

Will Carrier- Chandler Stephenson- Phil Kessel 

Paul Cotter- Brett Howden- Keegan Kolesar 

Alec Martinez- Alex Pietrangelo 

Brayden McNabb- Shea Theodore 

Nicolas Hague- Zach Whitecloud 

Adin Hill/Michael Hutchinson 

IR/Scratched: Ben Hutton/Nicolas Roy, Logan Thompson, Laurent 
Brossoit 

LTIR: Mark Stone, Robin Lehner, Nolan Patrick 
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Daily Nuggets: Meier, Jeannot, Spitting, and Golden Knight Trade Talk 

 

By Vegas Hockey Now2-2 minutes 27/02/2023 

 

Yesterday was essentially the NHL Trade Deadline LITE as many moves 
were made. Timo Meier is a New Jersey Devil, Tanner Jeannot a Tampa 
Bay Lightning, and Ivan Barbashev a Vegas Golden Knight. The Golden 
Knights will play the Colorado Avalanche tonight on the road at 6:00 p.m. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Trade: The Golden Knights have acquired Ivan Barbashev from the St. 
Louis Blues. (Full Analysis and comments from Kelly McCrimmon). 

New Jersey: The Golden Knights have lost out to the New Jersey Devils 
on acquiring Timo Meier from the San Jose Sharks. 

For all of our trade deadline content, check out the trade roundup page. 

Clip of the Day: Seriously? 

""NHL News, Trades, and National Hockey Now 

Sportsnet: After an eventful Sunday, who is left on the NHL trade bait 
board? 

San Jose: The Timo Meier trade is in the books. Full analysis from San 
Jose Hockey Now. 

Toronto: History has been made as Mark Giordano has blocked the most 
shots in NHL history. 

Boston: The Boston Bruins have been impressed with trade acquisitions 
Dmitry Orlov and Garnet Hathaway. 

Florida: Paul Maurice says the Florida Panthers will reportedly not sell at 
the Trade Deadline. 

Tampa: The Tampa Bay Lightning swung big and traded multiple assets 
for Tanner Jeannot. 

Nashville: Barry Trotz is set to become the Nashville Predators' next 
general manager this summer. 
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Ivan Barbashev Brings Golden Knights 'Exactly' What They Need 

 

By Owen Krepps3-4 minutes 27/02/2023 

 

Move over Ben Hutton, there is a new Barbie in town as the Vegas 
Golden Knights traded for forward Ivan Barbashev. The VGK sent 
prospect Zach Dean to the St. Louis Blues in exchange for the 27-year-
old Russian forward on Sunday. 

A sizy two-way power forward, Barbashev should help the Golden 
Knight's offense that is still without Mark Stone. This season the seven-
year NHL veteran has scored 10 goals and 19 assists for 29 points in 59 
games.  

"We are really confident that we know what we are getting. We think that 
Ivan will bring us physically to our lineup. He brings a physical dimension, 
is very adept in puck battles, getting shots from the slot, puck recoveries, 
and making plays from below the goal line," said general manager Kelly 
McCrimmon. 

McCrimmon mentioned that the Golden Knights have been in on 
Barbashev for a while. Leading up to this deal, the VGK sent scouts to 
view Blues games 45 times. They also consulted Alex Pietrangelo, who 
won a Stanley Cup with Barbashev on the 2019 St. Louis Blues. 

"Ivan is exactly the type of player we need and he's different to what we 
have. It broadens the skillset of our roster. He definitely gets to the 
inside, he plays a hard game, he kills penalties, and he's a versatile 
player," said McCrimmon. 

Barbashev is in the final year of a two-year deal with an annual cap hit of 
$2.25 million. The Golden Knights have the available cap space as Mark 
Stone is currently on LTIR. McCrimmon mentioned that an extension 
could be possible with Barbashev and the Golden Knights. 

"We will see how that goes. I think it is a possibility, he is the right age at 
27 years old going to free agency... we have not spoken to Ivan at this 
time about it. But in speaking with Ivan today he was tremendously 
excited to be traded to Vegas," said McCrimmon. 

As for Stone, who has back surgery on Jan. 31st, his status remains 
uncertain. 

"He had surgery on Jan. 31st so we are closing in on a month. It's still too 
early for anyone to be able to predict with any certainty what a timeline 
would look like," McCrimmon added. 

The Golden Knights will play the Colorado Avalanche tonight in Denver 
at 6:30 p.m. No. 49 Ivan Barbashev should join the team and we will get 
a look at where head coach Bruce Cassidy will use his new player. 

We still have four days until the NHL Trade Deadline, and McCrimmon 
mentioned that if another deal presented itself, the VGK would pull the 
trigger. 

"You continue to work. If opportunities present themselves we still have 
time to act on that. We have got cap space to be available to add if the 
right deal presents itself to make the team better," said McCrimmon. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 28, 2023 

 

Vegas Hockey Now LOADED: 02.28.2023 

1269943 Tampa Bay Lightning 

 

This Lightning trade is not just a risk, it’s a full-blown battle cry 

 

John Romano 

 

TAMPA — No doubt about it, the cost of this Lightning trade was 
outrageous. 

Yet, for general manager Julien BriseBois, the price of doing nothing was 
far higher. 

That’s the calculation. That’s the dividing line between reckless and bold. 
BriseBois knew he was giving up more than he was getting back on 
paper, but he was willing to pay the additional freight that comes with 
chasing a Stanley Cup. 

So he made a trade that was daring, audacious and, quite possibly, 
foolish. He gave up defenseman Cal Foote and five draft picks to acquire 
Tanner Jeannot, an undrafted forward with five goals in 56 games with 
Nashville this season. 

BriseBois may be the only general manager in the NHL who would have 
made that trade this week, but that’s because he’s the only GM with a 
generational roster and an obligation to horde as many championships 
as possible before Tampa Bay’s window slams shut. 

Even so, the easier path would have been to do nothing. If he said the 
cost was too high, the salary cap was too tight, the draft cupboard had 
already been picked bare, no one would have argued with him. 

Tampa Bay Lightning general manager Julien BriseBois acknowledged 
he paid a premium for forward Tanner Jeannot in a trade with Nashville 
Sunday night, but said the cost was worth it to make sure his team has a 
legitimate shot at contending for another Stanley Cup. 

Tampa Bay Lightning general manager Julien BriseBois acknowledged 
he paid a premium for forward Tanner Jeannot in a trade with Nashville 
Sunday night, but said the cost was worth it to make sure his team has a 
legitimate shot at contending for another Stanley Cup. [ DIRK SHADD | 
Times ] 

Instead, he placed a bet on his guys. He bet that Steven Stamkos, Victor 
Hedman, Nikita Kucherov, Andrei Vasilevskiy, Brayden Point and the rest 
of the Lightning core still have another year, or two, or three of 
championship hockey with the right pieces surrounding them. 

“My job, my responsibility as the custodian for this group, is to sometimes 
take risks to maximize our potential return on this era,” BriseBois said 
Monday morning. “And that’s what I did (Sunday) night. We’re taking a 
risk. A calculated risk. 

“The reality at the trade deadline is you’re going to have to overpay. 
That’s how you get the player.” 

The official tally — third-, fourth- and fifth-round picks in 2023, a second-
rounder in 2024 and a first-rounder in 2025 — sounds like a king’s 
ransom for a player who does not have a royal pedigree. 

And it means the Lightning have now dealt seven first-round picks and 
four second-round picks in the past five years. Not to mention, they have 
traded the players they drafted in the first round in 2012, 2013, 2014, 
2016, 2017 and 2019, including Foote. That’s more than a decade’s 
worth of top prospects that have been jettisoned in the name of winning 
today. 

And you know what? It’s been worth it, so far. 

The Lightning have won 84 postseason games since 2015. The next-
closest franchise has won 45. That’s the kind of domination that books 
and documentaries are made of. Tampa Bay has appeared in six 
conference finals, four Cup finals and won it all twice. 

Tanner Jeannot tries to get a shot off on his new teammate, goaltender 
Brian Elliott, during a game last April in Tampa. 

So the thought that BriseBois is looking at the 2023 version of the 
Lightning and sees a pathway to another championship should be 
exhilarating no matter what the future cost. 

The Lightning changed their fortunes forever when they started investing 
in players such as Pat Maroon, Kevin Shattenkirk, Barclay Goodrow and 
Blake Coleman. Players who might not challenge for end-of-year awards, 
but who made the Lightning a nasty, desperate team come playoff time. 

And that’s what Brise Bois sees in Jeannot. 

Put him on the third line with Nick Paul and Ross Colton, and the 
Lightning may have a group that could approximate the grit that the 
Yanni Gourde, Coleman and Goodrow line once had. 

The Lightning do not need Jeannot to score. They’ve got enough of that. 
He’s here to shut down the top lines of playoff opponents by any means 
necessary. 

“He’s hard to play against. He plays with pace, finishes checks often and 
hard. He can defend. He manages the puck well, he brings his 
teammates into the fight,” BriseBois said. “By all accounts he’s an all-
around great teammate. He’s the type of player who helps you win when 
it gets hard.” 

The flip side to this argument is the Lightning may already be 
approaching the end of their reign. They barely survived Toronto in the 
first round last season, and it would not be a shock if they were taken 
down by the Maple Leafs in the first round this year. 

If that happens, a trade that looked sketchy in February will seem 
downright atrocious by May. 

That’s what makes this deal so intriguing. It’s not a simple player-for-
player swap. It’s a statement. It’s a declaration. It’s a way for BriseBois to 
show the players in the dressing room that he has their backs. 

Faced with a challenge, he is dropping his gloves. 

He is picking a fight with common sense, and trash-talking convention 
wisdom. In his tailored suit and measured facade, BriseBois is fighting for 
the Lightning in the most fierce way a general manager can. 

With his reputation. 

And with the franchise’s future. 

Tampa Bay Times LOADED: 02.28.2023 

1269978 Websites 

 

How the trade deadline arms race has further widened the gap between 
the East and West 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn6-7 minutes 28/02/2023 

 

West is best, East is least. That was the saying during most of my youth 
when Detroit, Colorado and Dallas ran the league and it only continued 
later in the post salary cap world. Chicago, Los Angeles, Detroit, 
Anaheim, San Jose and Vancouver all dominated the league to some 
degree while the East lacked the same bite. The East got a couple wins 
and had their own teams to fear— but for the most part, the Stanley Cup 
went through the West. 
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That’s changed since and especially so this year. The West is a mess 
and the East is a beast. The Stanley Cup runs through the East this year. 

That’s not new. It was true to start the year and has only been amplified 
further throughout the season with the league’s top five teams all residing 
on the East coast. Boston, Carolina, New Jersey, Toronto, Tampa Bay. 
The league’s top five teams are all heralding from one conference — and 
the Rangers aren’t far off from making it six teams. 

In the entire salary cap era, there hasn’t been a single season where the 
top three teams were from one conference, let alone five or six. Since the 
league expanded to 21 teams there have only been two instances where 
the top three teams were from one conference: 1990-91 (with a tie for 
fourth) and 1993-94. 

Never five. Never six. Unprecedented. 

And this year’s trade deadline has only put a stamp on it further. The gap 
is likely only going to get wider between the top of the East and the top of 
the West. 

Boston added Dmitry Orlov and Garnet Hathaway. New Jersey added 
Timo Meier. Toronto added Ryan O’Reilly, Jake McCabe, Noel Acciari 
and Sam Lafferty. Tampa Bay added Tanner Jeannot. The Rangers 
added Vladimir Tarasenko, Niko Mikkola and soon possibly Patrick Kane 
too. Big names, big value — all going to the top of the East. With all that 
commotion, it’s unlikely Carolina stays quiet either. 

The East is beefing up out of necessity, a deadline arms race — and 
that’s led to the continuation of arguably the most imbalanced 
conferences we’ve ever seen. Based on expected win percentage here’s 
how the current playoff race stacks up compared to the prior three 
seasons. 

Expected win percentage is based on each team’s healthy playoff lineup 
with their starting goaltender. 

In general, being expected to win 60 percent of games against an 
average team is the hallmark of a bonafide contender. Usually, there are 
around four-to-five teams around that range split between the two 
conferences (with last year being an exception to the rule due to a severe 
lack of league-wide parity). That means that being in that range usually 
means a team is good enough to be a top-three team in their conference. 

Not this year. Not in the East. 

This year there are four teams as usual, but none from the West, where 
no team wants to pull ahead. Colorado is close when healthy (and likely 
gets there if it keeps up its current play), but the Lightning are right there 
to add to the imbalance. Add the Rangers to the mix and six of the 
league’s top eight teams are expected to hail from the East. 

That applies to conference stats this year too. The East has a collective 
goal differential of plus-164 this season with the top five, in particular, 
running roughshod. Boston, Carolina, New Jersey, Toronto and Tampa 
Bay have a combined 106-43-13 record against the West this season — 
a 114-point pace and a 0.654 win percentage. 

That was mostly the case already before the arms race, but between the 
11 new names already added the East’s top six teams have added nearly 
10 wins of value. Boston, Toronto, New Jersey, and the Rangers have 
each added two or more wins to their bottom line. That’s a big deal. (And 
that doesn’t include that the addition of Bo Horvat would make the 
Islanders an average playoff team in the West rather than an eighth 
fiddle in the East). 

It’s going to be a gauntlet and it means two extremely good teams are 
going home early in round one. It also means that whichever team does 
come out of the East will likely be the favorite once they make it all the 
way. 

Generally speaking, you’d expect the odds of winning the Stanley Cup to 
be fairly evenly split between both conferences. And that is usually the 
case. It was all of last year when the East’s collective chances of winning 

oscillated between 45 and 54 percent throughout the year. This year they 
started at 54 percent, but have climbed immensely since. 

For those who follow the daily playoff odds page that shouldn’t be a 
surprise, but the total number is still staggering: a very nice 69 percent. 

Boston being miles ahead of everyone is obviously part of the problem 
and the Bruins would be heavy favourites against any team that came 
out of the West. But it’s also the fact that if any of Toronto, Carolina, New 
Jersey or Tampa Bay make it — those teams would also be favorites 
against any team in the West. That’s pretty unheard of. 

That’s just the way it is right now — and the chasm between the two 
conferences may get even bigger as the newcomers get acclimated with 
their new teams. It’s likely Colorado figures things out and joins the 
beasts of the East and we also still have a whole deadline for the West to 
join the arms race. But for now, it’s been all quiet on the Western front as 
the East prepares for an all-out onslaught. The deadline has made an 
already large gap between the two conferences even bigger and it’s up to 
the West’s best to bridge that gap. 

There have been times when one conference has been much scarier 
than the other and for a long time that was the West. But now it’s the 
East’s turn and the difference between the two has never been so 
massively stark. The difference between the East and the West is in 
uncharted waters, an unprecedented difference in conference strength 
we’ve literally never seen before. 

Buckle up for the postseason, it’s going to be epic. 

Data via Hockey-Reference and Evolving Hockey 
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How NHL trade deadline deals get done: Some GMs are ‘just ludicrous’ 

 

Dan Robson, Harman Dayal14-18 minutes 28/02/2023 

 

A 40-goal scorer … a franchise defenseman … a salary dump … a 
character guy … a fifth-round pick in a draft three years away … 

The art of the NHL trade is a maelstrom of tantalizing possibilities and 
mind-numbing minutia spinning in a fishbowl. It’s stuff that armchair 
general managers love to scrutinize and die-hard fans lose sleep over. 
It’s the decisions that can make a contender a winner — or leave a long-
suffering franchise stuck in a first-round abyss. 

As the NHL trade deadline nears, the art of the deal is a headline-
making, sports radio-leading, Twitter-verse titillation. For the team 
executives in charge of the decisions that will determine the course of 
their franchise — and, in many cases, the future of their jobs — the 
looming deadline is a last act in a drama that starts at the draft. 

The Athletic spoke with several NHL front office veterans about their 
experiences inside the trade game to understand what really happens 
behind closed doors as the pressure mounts and the deadline countdown 
ticks. Most spoke on the record, but a couple asked to remain 
anonymous so they could speak freely. 

Ken Holland, Edmonton Oilers president of hockey operations and GM: 
Trades don’t happen on one straight path. I’ve made calls and almost on 
the call you’re doing a deal, or it can take six weeks and numerous calls 
and it looks like it’s alive, it looks like it’s dead, it looks like it’s alive, it 
looks like it’s dead. 

Ray Shero, former NHL GM (Pittsburgh Penguins, New Jersey Devils): 
Between January (meetings) and the trade deadline is really where a 
team starts to dial in. … It’s not hard to see who might be available. 
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Chris Gear, former assistant GM (Vancouver Canucks): We’d have five-, 
six-hour meetings some days when it got close to the deadline, just going 
over (every) team and their whole system and identifying guys to kind of 
go, “OK, if you’re doing a deal with Anaheim, here’s the two AHL guys 
and prospects that you might wanna target.” 

Finding out which players are available 

Steve Werier, former assistant GM, (Florida Panthers): You want to know 
other teams better than they know themselves. You want to be able to 
call the GM of team X and say, “Hey, I see you might have a short-term 
cap crunch come up. … What about this type of transaction? Would this 
help you with the limitation you’ll have soon?” 

That’s more valuable than any other skill because you can call someone 
and say ‘I can help you before you know you need help’ rather than 
bidding in an auction. 

Craig Button, former NHL GM (Calgary Flames): The agents are a wealth 
of information: players that might be available that you didn’t know were 
available. A player that’s unhappy with his ice-time or whatnot. 

Gear: A huge part of a GM’s job is just working the phones with the other 
GMs on a daily basis. Even if you just call them to chat and see what’s 
up, they might tell you something that a week later you go, “Sh–, I 
remember that conversation, they’re not necessarily happy with this guy 
and maybe he could help us.” 

If a team has an injury that night and that’s going to create a hole for 
them that you might be able to take advantage of, if you’re the first 
person that calls them and puts a bug in their ear and they start thinking 
about something, you’re likelier to make something happen. 

Werier: The real advantage isn’t that you have a positive relationship 
(with a GM/team) and therefore you’ll have a good deal. The advantage 
is access to information. 

Holland: With Chris Chelios, I mentioned to Bob Murray in November of 
1997 after Chicago got off to a bad start. He said to me, “Kenny, he’s not 
going anywhere, he’s going to be a Blackhawk for life.” And then he 
called me a week before the deadline and said, “Ken, things have 
changed around here. Do you still have interest in Chris Chelios?” If I 
didn’t reach out in November, he may not have spoken to me a week 
before the deadline. 

Shero: What I’ve found in the last five years or so is that there’s so much 
more going on by text. It’s hard to call 31 other GMs. I really like to touch 
base with guys every couple of weeks. … It’s as simple as: “Hey, is 
anything going on?” That’s how it kind of starts. 

Gear: Sometimes you scan other markets’ media and you see what their 
media members are saying about players and their relationships with the 
team. 

Werier: “One of those was when we traded for Reilly Smith in Boston. 
One of our analysts who had just been in the city and heard some radio 
reports (that were) saying, “Hey, he had a tough game, he’s not fitting in 
on this line.” It gave us the impetus to say, “We should make a call.” 

The reason we called Vancouver on [Jared] McCann is because one of 
my Vancouver-based prospect analysts called and said local market 
media with ties to the team were criticizing him and this meant he likely 
would be available despite being a first rounder on an entry-level deal 
who statistically had a strong season.” 

Gear: Unless a name’s already come out, it’s pretty rare that somebody 
will call you and say, “Do you have any interest in moving (Vasily) 
Podkolzin?” Let’s use him as an example. They might say, “Are there any 
of your young prospects that you’re not happy with that you’d consider 
moving,” and get you to put out a list. Because maybe they put out a 
name that you weren’t even thinking (might be available). 

Working with your team 

Shero: As a manager, I’m managing up with owners and the president 
and at the same time I’m managing down to the assistant general 
managers and our pro scouting staff: “Boston, Calgary, whatever. Here’s 
what I know. … Here’s what I think they are looking to do.” As a general 
manager I need ideas. I want [my staff] to know what’s going on with 
other teams.” 

Former NHL GM: If you trade a young prospect that the amateur scouts 
just drafted … you better have those guys on side. Understand why 
you’re doing it. They spend their life going around the world looking at 
young hockey players. 

Preventing leaks 

Gear: When information comes out that shows you’re really trying to 
move somebody, it really does weaken your position. 

Werier: I can certainly think of cases where we said, “Hey, if we can get a 
really good return for this player (we’d trade him).” (So) we make a 
couple calls and execute on one of them, but we’re not going to make 12 
calls and let it percolate and get out there publicly where we have a 
player with some term that knows you’re trying to move on (from him). 

Former NHL GM: It (can) damage not only the player’s performance, but 
it can damage your reputation within the organization. … I fired someone 
because they leaked the story about a trade prior to it happening. … I 
made it fairly clear to anybody who leaked anything about the trade. I’ll 
keep all you guys in the loop. But if there is one leak about a trade, I’ll cut 
your head off. 

The art of negotiation 

Shero: As we’re into February, now we’re 2 1/2 weeks away from the 
deadline and you know where other teams are and what’s going on. 

Gear:  In your front office, you’re throwing ideas. You’ve got players on 
other teams that you like and maybe you’ve looked at their cap situation 
and say, “OK, what if we package this together.” You might throw 20 
ideas for every one that you actually lob across to the other side. 

Button: I got a call one day and the manager says, “I’d be willing to trade 
you this for Robyn Regehr.” I said, “Oh, well today might be your lucky 
day.” He goes, “What do you mean?” I said, “Well, we were just sitting 
around in a meeting and we were talking about what’s the dumbest thing 
we could do and then you just proposed this. Don’t phone me with stupid 
proposals.” 

Former NHL GM: Some GMs were just ludicrous. … In my own opinion, 
the guys who don’t try to win every trade — they do pretty well. 

Holland: It’s not like it’s just you and me alone and we’re trying to strike a 
deal. There’s many other teams and conversations and it’s sort of 
swirling. That (the unknown) is the hardest part, you’re having 
conversations but that person’s having conversations with other people, 
you’re having conversations with other people and he’s not sure exactly 
where you’re going or what you’re doing — and vice versa. 

Futa: Names get bantered around and of course the first thing any 
general manager says when somebody asks is, “Oh, that guy, we’re not 
really looking to move him.” That might be true but internally you’re 
saying that anyways. You’re hoping somebody throws that dart and hits 
somebody you’re willing to move on from. 

Button: One of the things that you have to guard against going into the 
trade deadline is that call that you get from a general manager that you 
haven’t really had (prior) discussions with. You have to be suspicious. Is 
that GM trying to find something out for another GM? That’s happening 
lots. 

Gear: If you’re too honest and transparent about your goals, I think 
people will be able to take advantage of that. 

Werier: There’s anchoring bias, where some negotiators will start off by 
saying, “I would need A, B, C, D and E for this.” And then let the other 
side say, “How about just A, B and C.” So your counterpart can walk 
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away and say, “Oh wow, they originally wanted A, B, C, D and E and we 
got them down to just A, B, and C,” meanwhile, in reality, you got much 
more than the bare minimum you would have accepted. 

Gear: Normally, when there’s an initial offer tendered, there’s not going to 
be a “Yes” response because there’s other boxes that need to be ticked. 

Holland: Sometimes (a team) will say, ‘Listen, I’ve got something out 
there and they’re paying me x.’ If you come in (and offer) the same x, the 
first team gets it. They’re giving you an opportunity to beat that x. 

Gear: You know teams are gonna shop your offer. You might wanna say, 
“I’m making you this offer but we need to hear back in four hours or we’re 
gonna take this offer somewhere else.” … You need to have plausible 
deniability that you’ve got other options (too) so you’ve gotta make them 
think, “If we wanna do this deal, we need to do it quickly.” 

Knowing when to say yes 

Futa: If you’ve got multiple teams calling and there’s a first-round pick 
involved, I’d want to hold my cards as long as I possibly could because 
you could trade for that pick tomorrow but because you gave them a 
great player they could have moved up seven spots in the standings and 
that pick’s value has decreased by a lot. 

Gear: If you’re on the other side and you’ve got an inexperienced (GM), I 
guess you’d try to play on the fact that you’ve done these deals 
numerous times and they’re not going to get what they’re asking for. You 
try to bully them a little bit into not having the confidence and say, “You’re 
not going to get any better than this” … and it’s maybe a bit of a false 
bravado. 

Futa: In Carolina (with owner Tom Dundon) — and he’s an incredible 
businessman — there’s a process involved once you come up with a 
trade, you’ve got to sell it to the owner. He’s a great person so he’s very 
rarely going to say no to what you pitch to him, but he’s also going to run 
it through the analytics with (Eric) Tulsky. … When we were in Los 
Angeles, you’d have the entire present wrapped up and done and if it 
involved money, you’d just call Mr. Anschutz and said, “Hey, we’re going 
to do this.” He just didn’t want to read about it in the paper. 

The countdown 

Shero: The Marian Hossa deal was with one minute to go. That was a 
deal where I went to Don Waddell, GM of Atlanta at the time, at the All-
Star Game in Atlanta. … There wasn’t a plan that we started out with in 
terms of doing something like that. … I went to Don and he said, “Are you 
serious?” We kept in touch. 

Futa: The general manager can only be in one place at the same time. In 
some cases, Dean (Lombardi) would say, “You call John Ferguson Jr. (in 
Boston).” Dean gave me the assets that he was willing to part with and 
he was like, “Under any circumstances, if we can get Milan Lucic, 
negotiate the deal and call me.” I knew exactly the parameters of what I 
was allowed to give up and then I called John Ferguson Jr. and we sat 
and banged it all around and then I came back and said, “Dean, they’re 
willing to do it for this.” He told me I was full of it — there’s no way they’d 
do it for that and then I said, “You can make the phone call.” And he 
goes, “Holy smokes, the deal’s done.” 

Gear: “As the person responsible for sending the details into the league 
and scheduling a trade call, if we get to 11:59 and the deal closes, it’s 
going to take me a couple of minutes to write the terms and I’ll miss (the 
deadline). So I would prewrite a couple of emails I thought represented 
the terms we were gonna do and have that ready so if we have that deal 
at 11:59 (Pacific time), we just hit send and you’re not typing. 

Shero: Don Waddell thought he might have had a deal with Montreal (for 
Marian Hossa). I called him or texted him at about 2:40 (Eastern). And he 
basically said, “Do you want to do this?” … And I said, “What’s the deal?” 
Because we’d talked about a few different things. When we got the 
package, it was a first-round pick and two good roster players for us, 
Colby Armstrong and Eric Christensen, and our fourth-round pick the 
year before, Angelo Esposito. And Don’s like, “Do we have a deal?” … 

I’m looking at our board and seeing we’d take out two roster forwards. I’m 
like … I need a forward. He goes, “What about Pascal Dupuis?” I said, 
“You’re not signing him, right?” He said, “No, I can’t sign him.” So we got 
Dupuis in the deal. 

I had Dale Tallon on my cell phone. I had a soft deal with him for a 
winger. Let’s say it was a fourth-round pick and something — it was a 
safe way to go. I said Dale, you have to hold on, I’m just talking to Mario 
(Lemieux, the Penguins owner at the time). I put him on hold. And I have 
Mario on my office phone. 

I said, “Here’s the deal. I’ll go as quick as I can …” 

“Ray, if you like the deal, let’s do it.” 

I said: “This is a big risk …” 

He said: “Ray, I’m a risk taker. I bought this team out of bankruptcy.” 

So with about one minute to go, I hang up and Chuck Fletcher (then 
Pittsburgh’s assistant GM) is right there and he’s got the fax line. I say, 
“We have a deal, Chuck. Hurry up!” And it gets through. 

And my head is just spinning. I’m just sitting in my chair saying what the 
hell did I just do? The dust settled and I cracked open a beer with the 
guys, and I’m like, “Oh, boy!” But the funny part was, my cell phone rings 
and guess what? It’s Dale Tallon: “Ray, what the f— happened to you?” I 
totally forgot I had him on hold. 
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Revisiting NHL prospects and draft picks dealt at the 2018 trade deadline 

 

Corey Pronman10-13 minutes 28/02/2023 

 

It is trade deadline season, which means that in the course of buying up 
the top pending free agents, contenders will be moving a lot of futures in 
draft picks and prospects to the selling teams trying to rebuild their future. 
There will be a lot of speculation on the value of these picks and 
prospects. But how much do they matter, and how much can they 
change the direction of a franchise? 

I thought it would be a good exercise to revisit the top prospects and top-
three-round picks moved at the 2018 trade deadline, to see what became 
of those picks and players. 

New York Rangers acquire Libor Hajek, Brett Howden, 2018 first-round 
pick (Nils Lundkvist) and 2019 second-round pick (Karl Henriksson) from 
Tampa Bay for Ryan McDonagh and J.T. Miller 

This was a massive trade at the time as Tampa added two important 
veteran pieces and moved out significant prospect capital. Howden was 
a former late first by Tampa and Hajek was a second-round pick. 

Hajek was always seen as a very competitive defenseman with good 
skating, but his puck skills and vision never overly impressed. His skating 
and defending got him over 100 NHL games, but he hasn’t been a 
consistent guy in the Rangers lineup. 

Howden played three seasons for the Rangers before being dealt to 
Vegas. He was always considered a hardworking, smart player but his 
lack of speed and standout skill was a minor concern as a prospect. He 
ended up becoming an NHL player but not one who plays a major role 
with a club. 

Lundkvist ended up becoming a quality prospect. He never stuck with the 
Rangers, who had a logjam on their blue line, and was dealt to Dallas for 
a high pick. The undersized but very intelligent and mobile defenseman 
has since been a decent regular for a strong Dallas lineup. Henriksson 
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was a skilled and intelligent center, but small and slow, and quickly 
became a fringe prospect once he started playing pro hockey. 

Detroit acquires 2018 first-round pick (Joe Veleno), 2019 second-round 
pick (traded multiple times, became Samuel Fagemo), and 2021 third-
round pick (traded to Carolina, became Aidan Hreschuk) from Vegas for 
Tomas Tatar 

Veleno’s stock fell during his draft season over concerns about his 
offensive potential. While he hasn’t been a huge scorer in the NHL, he’s 
looked like a fair late first-round pick given his strong skating and ability 
to play the middle. Fagemo has been good versus men in Sweden and 
the AHL but hasn’t broken through in the NHL. He has 16 goals in 35 
AHL games this season to go with strong speed and remains a quality 
prospect. Hreschuk’s stock has faded a bit — he’s already been traded 
once — and he doesn’t look like much of an NHL prospect in his time in 
college as his offense has evaporated. 

Buffalo acquires 2019 first-round pick (traded to Anaheim, became 
Brayden Tracey) from San Jose for Evander Kane 

Tracey was a skilled and creative offensive player in junior, but he looks 
highly unlikely to have an NHL career. The scoring hasn’t been there in 
big numbers as a pro and his skating isn’t an asset as well. 

Edmonton acquires 2019 third-round pick (traded multiple times, became 
Alexander Campbell) from New Jersey for Patrick Maroon 

Campbell was a solid junior player in his draft year who was undersized 
but considered a very strong skater with good skill and all-around play. 
He’s been a fine college player but seems like an outside-chance type at 
playing in the league currently. 

Colorado acquires Ryan Graves from New York Rangers for Chris Bigras 

Both Graves and Bigras at the time were defensemen who had gotten 
some NHL games but hadn’t broken through as regulars, with Bigras 
being the higher pick. Both defensemen had shown offense as a pro, and 
Bigras scored a lot in junior and was a better skater than Graves. Graves 
ended up breaking through and having an NHL career, in part because 
he was a lot bigger than Bigras and also highly competitive. Bigras ended 
up not being able to stand out enough at either end to carve out an NHL 
role. 

St. Louis acquires 2018 first-round pick (traded to Toronto, became 
Rasmus Sandin) and Erik Foley from Winnipeg for Paul Stastny 

Foley was a fun player to watch when he was a prospect because of his 
skill and his high motor. He looked like a player trending toward being a 
bottom-six winger in the NHL but concussion issues forced him into early 
retirement. 

Sandin is now a regular player in the Toronto lineup. He’s not the biggest 
or fastest defender in the world, but he’s super smart and competes well, 
and it looks like he’ll have a career as a middle-of-the-lineup 
defenseman. 

Chicago acquires 2018 first-round pick (Nicolas Beaudin), Victor Ejdsell 
from Nashville for Ryan Hartman 

Ejdsell was a European free agent who had generated some intrigue 
because of his massive frame, good offensive skills and goal-scoring 
abilities. After being traded, he signed with Chicago and played quite well 
in the AHL playoffs that spring. His skating was a significant issue 
though, and after one season in North America, it was apparent he 
wasn’t quick enough and went back to Sweden the following year. 

Beaudin was seen as a highly intelligent puck-moving defenseman when 
he was in junior. He was and still is a 5-foot-11 defenseman who is just 
an OK skater and competitor and struggled mightily to defend as a pro. 
He is now in the Montreal organization. 

Ottawa acquires 2020 third-round pick (traded several times, became 
Alex Laferriere) and Nick Moutrey from Columbus for Ian Cole 

Laferriere is a highly skilled and intelligent winger who has been quite 
good in college. He’s not the biggest or fastest but still looks like a 
prospect with a chance to make it. Moutrey was a big winger who was 
physical but had limited offense and has now been playing in Europe for 
a couple of years. 

Montreal acquires Kerby Rychel, Rinat Valiev and 2018 second-round 
pick (Jacob Olofsson) from Toronto for Tomas Plekanec 

Rychel was a former first-round pick in 2013 who was already on his 
second NHL organization before this trade. He was a heavy, skilled 
forward who could score goals, but his heavy skating held him back as a 
pro and the offense didn’t translate from junior in a major way for him. 

Valiev, a third-round pick in 2014, was a mobile defenseman who played 
hard and had decent size, but his puck game was limited and held him 
back from success as a pro. 

Olofsson was a once highly touted prospect as a decent-sized center 
with good offensive sense and hands. His skating was always an issue 
and prevented him from making a big dent in the SHL. Olofsson’s offense 
never took a step after his draft season and Montreal opted to not sign 
him. 

New York Rangers acquire Ryan Lindgren, Ryan Spooner and 2018 first-
round pick (traded to Ottawa, became Jacob Bernard-Docker) from 
Boston for Rick Nash 

At the time, Lindgren was considered a good but not amazing prospect. 
Lindgren had been a big part of his Gophers team in college and for 
various USA teams internationally. His skating and compete stood out 
but his offense underwhelmed, especially for his average size, and there 
were upside questions in his game. Some scouts wondered if he would 
just be a third-pair type. He ended up becoming more, in part because 
his compete level is so high-end, developing into a legit top-four 
defenseman on a good team. 

Bernard-Docker has been fine as a pro. He’s a strong skater who works 
hard and has some hockey sense but his offensive game is limited and 
he’s average-sized. He’s a nice organizational defenseman who has 
played games but he’s not a guy who moves the needle. 

Penguins acquire Derick Brassard and Ottawa’s third-round pick in 2018 
(traded to Colorado, became Justus Annunen), Ottawa acquires Filip 
Gustavsson, Pittsburgh’s 2018 first-round pick (traded to New York 
Rangers, became K’Andre Miller) and Pittsburgh’s 2019 third-round pick 
(traded to Carolina, became Anttoni Honka) and Vegas acquires Ryan 
Reaves 

Annunen hasn’t been a consistent goalie as a pro but has looked good 
this season in the AHL. He’s a big, intelligent goalie with just so-so 
athleticism. He’s a solid organizational goaltender who still has a chance 
to play in the NHL, and actually played in a game recently, but he isn’t a 
sure thing. 

Gustavsson was considered a quality prospect at the time. He was a 
second-round pick by Pittsburgh, had been a top goalie in his age group 
for a few years and had some success versus men in Sweden. Now in 
the Minnesota organization, he’s actually been quite good in the NHL this 
season. He’s a very athletic goaltender with OK size who has quieted his 
game down a lot and reads the play well. He is more of a tandem goalie 
for me and the .920+ SV% I’m seeing in Minnesota is likely playing over 
his head. 

Miller is what fans fear at the trade deadline. They trade a mid to late 
first-round pick and that pick becomes an impact player in the NHL in a 
few years. Miller is a big, mobile, highly physical defenseman whose 
offensive game keeps getting better, showing more skill and creativity 
every year. Drafted at No. 22, he looks like a potential star two-way 
defenseman in the league for a long time. 

Honka is a talented but undersized defenseman. He’s a very good skater 
with strong offensive skills and hockey sense who can put up points. His 
compete level and defensive play leave some to be desired though and 
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it’s questionable whether he’s dynamic enough offensively to 
counterbalance that. He looks unlikely to have an NHL career but has a 
chance. 

New York Rangers acquire Yegor Rykov and 2018 second-round pick 
(traded to Ottawa, became Jonny Tychonick) from New Jersey for 
Michael Grabner 

Rykov at the time was considered a solid prospect. He was a good-sized 
defenseman with strong hockey sense and competed hard. The major 
concern about his game was his skating, which limited his impact versus 
men, along with the fact his offense never really flourished. After one 
season in North America, he went back to Russia. 

Tychonick as a junior was intriguing because of his skating and skill. He 
showed offense, but it wasn’t exceptional offense for an average-sized 
defenseman which, combined with a compete level that worried scouts, 
led to him being a mediocre college player. 

Boston acquires 2018 third-round pick (Jakub Lauko) from Florida for 
Frank Vatrano 

Lauko has played some NHL games this season but hasn’t been a full-
time player for Boston. He’s an excellent skater and a high-motor type 
but how much offense he has is a question. He may just be a nice 
organizational piece, but could still work his way into a full-time bottom-
six wing. 
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NHL trade board: New top targets as the action heats up for deadline 
week 

 

Michael Russo, Pierre LeBrun, Eric Duhatschek26-32 minutes 
27/02/2023 

 

If it feels as if the past 48 hours have become the NHL’s de facto 
deadline day, well, you’re not alone in thinking that. The flurry of moves 
began when the top player on the board, Timo Meier, was traded by the 
Sharks to the Devils in a complicated trade that took hours to get straight 
because it involved so many minor leaguers and prospects to comply 
with the NHL’s limit on contracts (no team can have more than 50 players 
under contract). Then the Lightning stepped in and gave up a former No. 
1 draft choice in Cal Foote, plus five future draft choices, to land Tanner 
Jeannot from the Predators. 

The Jeannot trade was instructive from the Predators’ side because a 
day earlier, they’d also shipped out forward Nino Niederreiter to the Jets, 
signaling they were joining the ranks of the sellers, even though they are 
still within reach of a wild-card spot in the Western Conference. Earlier, 
the Capitals and Blues — two other teams in the NHL’s mushy middle — 
also decided to focus on the future, which shifted the trade market in an 
interesting way. Among the true bottom feeders, the Sharks (and to a 
lesser degree the Canadiens, who traded Evgenii Dadonov to the Stars 
for Denis Gurianov) have been most able to make meaningful moves. 

That all changed Monday morning, when Chicago jumped firmly into the 
fray, trading two key pieces — defenseman Jake McCabe and center 
Sam Lafferty — to the Maple Leafs for future draft choices, plus a few 
fringe players just to make the contract numbers work. Toronto’s move 
felt like a response to the Lightning’s addition of Jeannot and left 
everybody’s trade boards in tatters. 

It will change further when the new No. 1 on The Athletic’s board, the 
Blackhawks’ Patrick Kane, gets traded to the Rangers, which should 
open the floodgates in Chicago. If things continue to develop at this 
accelerated rate, there might not be a whole lot left to debate and discuss 

on deadline day, other than that there are so many defensemen on the 
market, there could be a few 11th-hour bargains. We’ll see. 

In the meantime, we’ve rejigged the board and added a few names. 

Note: Players are ranked in order of who’s generating the most buzz, 
taking into account the potential impact of the player and the probability 
he’d be traded. Analysis is from The Athletic’s Eric Duhatschek, Pierre 
LeBrun and Michael Russo. 

This list is a living document, with regular updates to rankings and 
analysis, based on the latest rumblings and the market’s ebbs and flows, 
so bookmark it and check back. 

1. Patrick Kane, Blackhawks 

Previously: 1 

Multiple teams have expressed their interest in Kane, but with his full no-
movement clause, he has control of his destination. And late last week, 
he let the Blackhawks know his preferred destination is the Rangers. 
Kane left the Blackhawks behind in San Jose on Saturday morning and 
flew back to Chicago. No one has come out and said he has officially 
waived his no-movement clause, though. “Based on the current status of 
Patrick’s situation, we collectively felt it was more appropriate to have 
him not play during this period of reflection,” Kane’s agent Pat Brisson 
told The Athletic. — Scott Powers and Pierre LeBrun, Feb. 27 

2. Vladislav Gavrikov, Blue Jackets 

Previously: 2 

He has now been scratched seven games in a row, and by all accounts, 
he’s frustrated with the situation. It’s clear the Jackets expected to trade 
him to the Bruins — something that imploded when the Bruins acquired 
Dmitry Orlov last Thursday. In a trade market with lots of freewheeling, 
puck-carrying defensemen available, Gavrikov’s primary appeal is his 
steady, safe defense-first approach to the game. Many of the 
defensemen moving at the deadline fall into the category of a depth or 
insurance add. Gavrikov is more than that, the sort of reinforcement who 
can immediately slide into most teams’ top fours. He’s 27, earns a 
modest $2.8 million and is on an expiring contract. He’s a strong shot 
blocker, a quality penalty killer and can be used to defend the opponents. 
He is the Blue Jackets’ leader in time on ice (once you exclude the 
injured Zach Werenski) and one of the few bright spots on a team that 
has vastly underachieved. The expected return on Gavrikov begins with 
a first-round pick and goes up from there. — Duhatschek and Russo, 
Feb. 27 

3. Jakob Chychrun, Coyotes 

Previously: 3 

Tick, tick, tick. It’s been seven games now that Chychrun has been out of 
Arizona’s lineup and still no trade despite reports of interest from teams 
like Los Angeles, Columbus and Edmonton. Coyotes general manager 
Bill Armstrong has a hefty price in mind as to what it would take to 
acquire Chychrun. After all, Chychrun has two years left at a friendly $4.6 
million annual average value, and the 24-year-old has 0.77 points per 
game. If he’s not traded, this could be one awkward situation because he 
wants out and they’re willing to oblige and no one wants this never-
ending story to head into the summer. Chychrun’s father, former NHLer 
Jeff Chychrun, was on “The Athletic Hockey Show” on Feb. 1 and said, 
“Everybody knows that there’s a trade probably looming.” He added, 
“Truth be told, my opinion as the father, I’d really love to see him have 
the opportunity to finally play on a playoff contender. … He’s really 
blessed to play in Arizona, but it would be really nice for him to play on a 
club with an opportunity for him to showcase what he can do at prime 
time. … His relationship with the coaching staff, with Bill Armstrong, is 
really good, to everybody’s credit. They all understand what’s going on. 
They’ve just asked him to go out and perform, and I think he’s done a 
great job doing that. I think it really speaks to my son’s professionalism. 
… When you go public like that, you really have to back it up, and I think 
he’s done that and then some.” — Russo, Feb. 27 
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4. Mattias Ekholm, Predators 

Previously: 8 

The 32-year-old defenseman has another three years on his deal after 
this one, at a $6.25 million average annual value. He’s still a bonafide 
top-four defenseman, which is why some teams are intrigued. The asking 
price would be as much as two first-round picks. The Maple Leafs, for 
one, have looked at him, but the asking price might be too high for a 
soon-to-be-33-year-old. — LeBrun, Feb. 21 

5. James van Riemsdyk, Flyers 

Previously: 15 

The Flyers are going nowhere, meaning JVR’s going somewhere. He can 
produce, but he’s in a significant slump just at the time lots of teams in 
need of scoring are paying attention. He has two goals and three assists 
in his past 17 games. With the market thinning, the Wild are among the 
potential suitors. They had tepid interest a few weeks ago but now seem 
to be paying attention. The Wild aren’t willing to give up a significant 
asset for JvR even though their scoring needs are well publicized and he 
lives in the Twin Cities in the offseason. Teams appear sheepish due to 
an early-season injury and the fact he only has two power-play goals this 
season. — Russo, Feb. 27 

6. Nick Schmaltz, Arizona 

Previously: Not ranked 

As the big names at center have trickled off the trade board, the fallback 
positions are becoming more intriguing. Probably nowhere is that more 
evident than with Schmaltz. He is a 27-year-old center who missed the 
early part of the season recovering from surgery, but he has 39 points in 
43 games this year. Instructively, that’s the same points-per-game 
average (0.91) produced by Timo Meier this season — and places him 
ahead of such luminaries as Martin Necas, Andrei Svechnikov, Mat 
Barzal, Elias Lindholm, Anze Kopitar and Mark Scheifele. The problem 
with Schmaltz is making the dollars work. Not only does he have a 
relatively high cap hit ($5.85 million), but his contract has three years to 
run after this one. Complicating matters further is the deal is also 
backloaded, so Schmaltz’s highest earning years are still to come. This 
year, in real dollars, the Coyotes are paying Schmaltz $4.5 million. Next 
year, it jumps to $7.5 million, then $8.45 million, then $8.5 million. It 
explains why Arizona might be prepared to trade away its second-best 
forward. Trying to find a fit might be difficult, though. Of the teams looking 
for center-ice depth, Colorado and Dallas may not have the cap space to 
make it work, but Carolina might. — Duhatschek, Feb. 27 

7. John Klingberg, Ducks 

Previously: 4 

The Ducks are a mess defensively, and Klingberg has contributed more 
than his share to the mess. Klingberg missed two games last week with a 
lower-body injury, but he returned on Saturday and scored a goal, his 
eighth of the season, against the Hurricanes — a reminder that even with 
some defensive deficiencies in his game, he can be a productive player, 
with managed minutes. Klingberg signed a one-year, $7 million show-me 
contract in the summer, which turns him into an unrestricted free agent 
again following the season, and Anaheim is willing to take some dollars 
back to make him more financially viable to a contender looking to boost 
offense from the defense. Assuming Edmonton’s pursuit of Erik Karlsson 
can’t be managed ahead of the deadline, Klingberg would be a logical 
fallback position. They inquired about him in the summer. The biggest 
question now isn’t whether Klingberg will move on but what kind of return 
can the Ducks reasonably expect for him. A first-round pick, which didn’t 
seem out of the question in October, seems unlikely. — Duhatschek, 
Feb. 27 

8. Luke Schenn, Canucks 

Previously: 5 

Schenn, a pending unrestricted free agent, has told Canucks 
management he’s willing to talk extension, and with ex-captain Bo Horvat 
now gone, his leadership is important to the Canucks. But that could 
always mean a return in the summer because he has now been 
scratched three games in a row as the Canucks protect their asset before 
trading him. But again, Vancouver likes Schenn and he likes Vancouver, 
so he could be back. — Russo, Feb. 27 

9. Max Domi, Blackhawks 

Previously: 10 

Domi has been a rare bright spot on a lost year in Chicago. With three 
weeks to go until the trade deadline, he was tied with Patrick Kane for the 
team’s scoring lead. Domi’s been a hockey vagabond, playing for three 
teams the past three years. As a rental from Columbus to Carolina last 
year, he produced modest results: six points in 14 playoff games. He 
signed a one-year, $3 million prove-it contract with the Blackhawks, 
where he’s had a chance to play top-line minutes with Kane. The most 
likely scenario for Domi: The Blackhawks get what they can for him as a 
rental and then circle back and sign him to a longer-term extension next 
summer. — Duhatschek, Feb. 10 

Patrick Kane on the Tarasenko trade: "It's not like the happiest I've been 
to hear about a trade." 

10. Brock Boeser, Canucks 

Previously: 6 

Teams keep poking around on Boeser and are exploring it more 
realistically — trying to see how they could make it work. He still has 
another two years on his contract after this season at a $6.65 million 
average annual value, so it’s possible the only way he gets dealt is if 
Vancouver retains money and they find a third-party broker. The Wild 
have talked to Vancouver and agent Ben Hankinson about Boeser, and 
Boeser would welcome a return to his home state if he’s going to be 
dealt. But as of now, as much as the Wild could desperately use another 
scorer, they feel they can’t make it work cap-wise, even if the Canucks 
ate half the contract and took Jordan Greenway’s $3 million a year 
contract. That’s because Minnesota already has to shed money this 
summer to conduct its offseason business. — Russo, Feb. 27 

Who says no? The VIPs suggested hundreds of fun #Canucks trade 
proposals on J.T. Miller, Brock Boeser, Luke Schenn and more. 

11. Nick Bjugstad, Coyotes 

Previously: 20 

Bjugstad is one of only four Coyotes players in double digits in goal 
scoring, which may be partly attributed to his usage on a talent-thin team. 
He is 30 now and signed a one-year, $900,000 contract with Arizona as 
an unrestricted free agent last summer, trying to get a career undermined 
by injury back on track. He’s a 6-foot-6 behemoth playing reasonable 
minutes (16:46 per night), and besides Chychrun, is one of only two 
players with positive ratings on the team — and it’s by a statistically 
significant margin. More good news: After missing long stretches of the 
past handful of years because of a variety of issues — including a sports 
hernia surgery and then a spinal surgery to repair a herniated disc — 
Bjugstad has played every game thus far this season, so his health 
issues seem to be thing of the past. He’d be a motivated depth addition 
for any team wanting to add size at the deadline. — Duhatschek, Feb. 10 

Patrick Kane on Broadway? Or playing next to Connor McDavid? And 
where do Jakob Chychrun and Timo Meier land? 

12. Adam Henrique, Ducks 

Previously: 12 

Henrique has been a Duck mainstay since coming over from the New 
Jersey Devils in the Sami Vatanen trade. Though he came up as a 
center, he’s played mostly the wing with the Ducks, usually alongside 
Trevor Zegras and Troy Terry before Terry got hurt. He was flying under 
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the radar as a useful trade-deadline piece until recently because his 
contract doesn’t run out until the end of next season and carries a 
significant cap charge, at $5.85 million. Henrique was available on 
waivers back in February of 2021 and, unsurprisingly, there were no 
takers. He was amid one of the only real down times in his career and 
that prohibitive contract scared teams off. But if Anaheim were to retain 
half of that deal, then any contender could have Henrique for this year 
and next at what would amount to a modest salary commitment for a 
player who is solid, experienced, versatile and well-regarded by his 
peers. However, a lower-body injury, which leaves him week-to-week, 
could dampen interest at the deadline. If he’s in play, teams will want 
details about his recovery timeline. — Duhatschek, Feb. 22 

13. Carson Soucy, Kraken 

Previously: Not ranked 

Soucy is 28, a 6-foot-5 210-pound behemoth, who is on an expiring 
contract for a modest $2.75 million and will be an unrestricted free agent 
this summer. He shoots left but can play both sides. Given that he’s from 
Viking, Alberta, he has been linked to both the Oilers and the Flames. My 
colleague Dom Luszczyszyn did a nice job of summarizing what Soucy’s 
value would be to a contender, noting: “Soucy is everything general 
managers claim to be looking for at this time of year: a tough but mobile 
defensive defender with size. … He just doesn’t play tough minutes, (but) 
what makes Soucy an attractive commodity is that year after year, 
opposing players have a very tough time scoring while he’s on the ice. 
Soucy consistently allows fewer chances than his teammates, but his 
impact on actual goals against is even larger. Over four years that has 
meaning and in 3,254 minutes his teams have allowed 0.49 fewer goals 
against per 60 with him on the ice compared to off. It’s one of the highest 
marks in the league.” If he’s in play, he could be the fallback fix in 
Edmonton, given that landing Erik Karlsson seems to be less likely with 
every passing day. — Duhatschek, Feb. 27 

14. Kevin Hayes, Flyers 

Previously: 7 

After Bo Horvat and Ryan O’Reilly were traded and Jonathan Toews took 
himself out of the running for a trade by issuing a statement that he’s 
focused primarily on dealing with the effects of long COVID, suddenly the 
market for center-ice depth thinned quickly. That is why Hayes is 
suddenly starting to attract attention. Philadelphia’s No. 2 scorer this 
season after Travis Konecny is having a productive offensive season, 
even if coach John Tortorella has made him a healthy scratch. Hayes’ 
complication is a familiar one: too much money for teams tight to the cap 
unless Philadelphia eats a some of the contract. The problem is, it’s a 
$7.142 million average annual value for not just this year but three years 
beyond this one. That’s a roadblock unless the Flyers are prepared to 
take a contract back. But Hayes would have value to Colorado and 
Dallas, for starters — two teams looking for help down the middle. — 
Duhatschek, Feb. 22 

15. Lars Eller, Capitals 

Previously: 13 

The Caps are selling, and center Lars Eller could attract attention. Eller is 
big, strong and has playoff experience: 6-foot-2, 215 pounds, 33 years 
old — so he checks a lot of important boxes. He’s on an expiring contract 
at $3.5 million and is UFA after this year. — Duhatschek, Feb. 22 

16. Shayne Gostisbehere, Coyotes 

Previously: 16 

The Coyotes annually put a for-sale sign of their most valuable rentals, 
and this year, that’s Gostisbehere, who — for all of his defensive 
inconsistencies — can both carry and move the puck at a high level. 
Gostisbehere missed eight games between Jan. 24 and Feb. 19, 
recovering from an upper-body injury, but he’s played the past three and 
provided a short-handed goal against Nashville on Sunday. That’s 10 
goals for the season for Gostisbehere, tied for 11th in the league among 

defensemen with, among others, the Rangers’ Adam Fox. While some 
teams are keeping players out of the lineup for asset protection, the fact 
that Gostisbehere is playing now is a signal from Arizona to the rest of 
the league that he has fully recovered. He could be a viable add for any 
team seeking a power-play quarterback who can find the lanes with 
pinpoint passing. He is on an expiring contract, originally signed with 
Philadelphia, that pays him $4.5 million. — Duhatschek, Feb. 27 

17. Nick Jensen, Capitals 

Previously: 17 

With Dmitri Orlov off the board and the Capitals shifting to sell mode, 
Jensen becomes their most valuable remaining trade target. He’s 32 and 
on an expiring contract for a modest $3.2 million, a traditional stay-at-
home defenseman and capable penalty killer, who plays on the right 
side. But Jensen also has some puck-moving skills and has a career-
high 22 points in 60 games thus far this season. He further crowds an 
already crowded picture of available defensemen. — Duhatschek, Feb. 
24 

18. Conor Sheary, Capitals 

Previously: Not ranked 

Way back at the start of his career, Sheary had two productive playoffs 
as a useful support player on behalf of the Penguins. He’s 30, earns a 
modest $1.5 million and is on an expiring contract, so he wouldn’t be an 
overly pricey addition as a depth forward. He’s currently averaging just 
under half a point per game, in part because he’s in the midst of a 10-
game drought in which he hasn’t registered a point. But for what he’d 
cost, and the sort of veteran gravitas he could provide, with Washington 
in full sell mode, he will almost certainly be on the move somewhere. 
Minnesota, maybe? — Duhatschek, Feb. 27 

19. Matt Dumba, Wild 

Previously: 9 

Last month, the veteran defenseman talked with The Athletic about how 
hard it was to play knowing he could be traded and that this was going to 
be his final season with the Wild regardless. Hours later, Dumba played a 
horrible game against the Capitals and paid the piper by sitting the next 
two games. Rumors ran rampant that Dumba was on the verge of being 
traded, but the reality was that coach Dean Evason was punishing 
Dumba for performance. Evason had general manager Bill Guerin’s 
blessing, which was an interesting decision when he was actively trying 
to trade Dumba, and it may have made things more complicated. Guerin 
didn’t care, telling The Athletic on the “Straight From the Source” podcast 
Thursday, “People are at our games watching, so we’re not fooling 
anybody. There’s a track record there … for Matt Dumba playing some 
really good hockey. You don’t just become a bad player overnight. He’s 
still a good hockey player.” Dumba is now playing his best hockey of the 
season, the Wild’s defense has been impeccable and Guerin has 
indicated Dumba will remain after the deadline and play out the rest of 
the year. — Russo, Feb. 27 

Updated #mnwild trade tracker: How Guerin plans to be active in a thin 
market, plus Dumba likely staying, more deadline updates 

20. Joel Edmundson, Canadiens 

Previously: 18 

Not every team that’s searching for trade-deadline reinforcements is 
necessarily just looking for a rental, which is where Edmundson might 
come in. He has this year and next year left on a contract at a 
manageable AAV of $3.5 million. Edmundson played 22 games in the 
Blues’ 2019 run to the Cup and Montreal’s 2021 run to the final. The 
Canadiens have had a little cottage industry these past few years of 
sending defensemen out the door to teams looking for blue-line help – 
Ben Chiarot to Florida and Brett Kulak to Edmonton last year – and they 
could do the same with Edmundson. At age 29, on a reasonable 
contract, he’d have some value. — Duhatschek, Feb. 10 
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21. Dante Fabbro, Predators 

Previously: Not ranked 

The Predators are making moves on and off the ice, with general 
manager David Poile announcing that he’s stepping down at the end of 
June to make way for former coach Barry Trotz, who will be the team’s 
new GM going forward. In the meantime, Poile is trying to clear the deck 
as much as possible. And while Mattias Ekholm is the more desirable 
piece, the most cost-effective add might be Fabbro, a 24-year-old right-
shot defenseman who earns $2.4 million and is on an expiring contract, 
heading into a restricted-free-agent year with arbitration rights. Fabbro 
might be a good fit in San Jose, where he could play for David Quinn, his 
former coach at Boston University. — Duhatschek, Feb. 27 

22. Cam Talbot, Senators 

Previously: Not ranked 

Talbot, 35, on an expiring contract, making modest dollars ($3.666 
million) and makes the most sense in Los Angeles, a team needing a 
goalie upgrade. It’s worth remembering that he once played for Kings 
coach Todd McLellan, who rode him hard in the 2016-17 season in 
Edmonton, a year in which made a staggering 73 appearances and 
recorded 42 wins, along with a league-leading 4,294 minutes played. The 
Kings are in something of a goalie quandary, with age catching up with 
Jonathan Quick and Cal Petersen, their nominal goalie of the future, in 
the minors, trying to find his game. — Duhatschek, Feb. 27 

23. Dmitry Kulikov, Ducks 

Previously: 21 

Kulikov might be the fallback position for any team that strikes out on 
Vladislav Gavrikov. Anaheim is Kulikov’s fifth team in four years, but he’s 
a sturdy (6 feet 1, 201 pounds), experienced stay-at-home defender who 
is third in terms of time on ice for the Ducks. In short, just the sort of 
depth player whom just about any contender could use. His cap charge is 
a reasonable $2.2 million, and he has a limited no-trade clause. Ducks 
general manager Pat Verbeek was shipping out everything that moved at 
last year’s deadline. There’s no reason to think he won’t do the same this 
year, given how poorly Anaheim has played. — Duhatschek, Feb. 10 

24. Jordan Greenway, Wild 

Previously: 19 

The irony of Matt Boldy’s seven-year extension last month is it likely 
wrote Greenway’s exit papers out of Minnesota — and Boldy and 
Greenway are good friends and have the same agent. The Wild are 
actively shopping Greenway, whether the move is for now or this 
summer. He has had a disappointing season, with two goals and four 
assists in 43 games (no points in the past 21 games), has two years left 
on his contract at $3 million and in January overslept, missed a game 
against St. Louis and put the Wild in a horrible spot with no extra healthy 
forwards on the roster. Due to in-game injuries, the Wild at one point had 
nine forwards playing in a second game in 24 hours. But there’s no doubt 
the Wild would be selling low and will be hoping other teams see a 6-
foot-6, 25-year-old power forward who averaged 27 points the past four 
seasons and was part of the productive GREEF line — not an 
underachieving player in the midst of a poor season. — Russo, Feb. 27 

25. Joonas Korpisalo, Blue Jackets 

Previously: Not ranked 

Goaltender trades tend to be rare at the deadline and notoriously difficult 
to execute. Still, the most interesting netminder out there is arguably 
Korpisalo, a pending unrestricted free agent who has been one of the few 
bright spots in an otherwise down season for Columbus. Korpisalo wasn’t 
ready to start the season following offseason hip surgery, but he now has 
a .500 record (11-11) on one of the worst teams in the NHL, plus a 
respectable .913 save percentage. Even though he’s clearly the Blue 
Jackets’ best goalie option, he’s also the most expendable with Elvis 
Merzlikins signed to a long-term contract and Daniil Tarasov coming 

through the ranks, ready to step in. Los Angeles, Seattle and maybe 
even Vegas all could use an upgrade in goal, which could create an 
interesting bidding war, given that they are also all clustered together 
near the top of the Pacific Division standings. Korpisalo is 28 and earns 
$1.5 million. — Duhatschek, Feb. 27 

The Athletic’s NHL trade board at a glance 

(Editor’s note: This is not an exhaustive list of players who could be 
traded before the deadline. These are the players we’re hearing the most 
buzz about right now.) 

Previously ranked: Andreas Athanasiou, Ivan Barbashev, Tyler Bertuzzi, 
Anthony Duclair, Alex Goligoski, Bo Horvat, Sam Lafferty, Jake McCabe, 
Timo Meier, Sean Monahan, Gustav Nyquist, Dmitry Orlov, Jesse 
Puljujarvi, Ryan O’Reilly, James Reimer, Nick Ritchie, Jack Roslovic, 
Kevin Shattenkirk, Vladimir Tarasenko, Jonathan Toews, Karel Vejmelka. 
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NHL trade grades: Maple Leafs get high marks for adding Jake McCabe 
and Sam Lafferty 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Sean Gentille6-8 minutes 27/02/2023 

 

The trade 

Maple Leafs get: Defenseman Jake McCabe (50 percent of salary 
retained), center Sam Lafferty, conditional fifth-round pick in 2024, 
conditional fifth-round pick in 2025 

Blackhawks get: 2025 first-round pick (top 10 protected), second-round 
pick in 2026, forwards Joey Anderson and Pavel Gogolev 

Sean Gentille: There are going to be folks out there who, on behalf of the 
Maple Leafs, balk at this one. That’s understandable; when a team sends 
out first- and second-round picks, it typically should net a few more goals 
than what Lafferty and McCabe will provide. 

But given the full context — what else those players bring to the table, 
the term that’s attached and the salary retained on McCabe — this is a 
win for Toronto. Possibly a big one. 

We’ll start with Lafferty, who’s the relatively minor piece headed to the 
Maple Leafs. He’s the sort of player — a speedy, sandpapery bottom-six 
forward who isn’t a total zero offensively — that gets gassed up around 
this time of year to the detriment of whichever teams are in searching for 
them. But ultimately, the question has to become “do you want the guy or 
not?” For Toronto to be anything other than 110 percent all-in with this 
team would be a sin. We know, based on Boston’s acquisition of Garnet 
Hathaway, that the cost on guys like Lafferty is a second-rounder. 
Hathaway has a little more meat on the bone, but he’s a rental, and 
Lafferty (signed through 2023-24 to a $1.15 million AAV) is not. Call it a 
wash. He has a skillset. He fills a need. It really can be that simple. 

Now, will the expectations placed on him be unfair? It’s certainly 
possible. Lafferty couldn’t break through on a Penguins roster that 
desperately could’ve used a young, cheap, contributing bottom-six 
forward, but he’s blossomed a bit with Chicago. Those 10 goals might be 
misleading because even the worst teams need someone to score them, 
but it’s OK to overpay for niche characteristics when the rest of the roster 
is stacked. 

McCabe, obviously, is the more relevant return. Kyle Dubas and Co. 
taking him on a 50-percent rate — he’ll count $2 million through 2024-25 
— without giving up a roster piece is a major coup. He’s a cheap, 
defensively capable guy who’s a natural left shot but can play on his off-
side in a pinch, and he almost certainly won’t be forced into minutes as 
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brutal as the ones he’d played in Chicago … during which, it should be 
said, he acquitted himself quite well. Chicago outscored opponents with 
him on the ice. Have you watched the Blackhawks? Do you realize how 
difficult that must’ve been for him? 

So, yes, this is cheap, quality depth for a team that can win a Stanley 
Cup. If that costs a first-round pick, so be it. The most useful way to look 
at this? Probably that Toronto paid a premium on Lafferty and a discount 
rate on McCabe (given the salary retention). There’s also something to 
be said for keeping pace; Toronto was one of the teams that started the 
arms race in the Eastern Conference, and it’s only amped up in the last 
week. They had to answer Boston, Tampa Bay and New Jersey. To do 
anything less would be a waste. 

Now, none of that makes this a meh return for the Blackhawks. Neither 
player had much use for them moving forward. Completing this season’s 
tank run and securing the bag, at least with regard to draft capital, has 
got to be the priority, and it certainly seems to be. In the next two drafts, 
they hold six first-rounders and seven second-rounders, with one big fish 
left to move. Not bad. Before this afternoon, I’d have guessed that three 
postseasons’ worth of McCabe at $2 million was as valuable as one with 
Dmitry Orlov, but what Kyle Davidson pulled in was close enough. 

Maple Leafs grade: A 

Blackhawks grade: B+ 

Dom Luszczyszyn: In a vacuum, this is a helluva deal for the Leafs. 
McCabe is a legitimate top-four defender, a shutdown type that plays 
with some edge — the kind of playoff warrior a team like the Leafs 
definitely covets given their blue line. 

McCabe is not just a player who is out there by necessity on a bad team. 
He can play and fits suitably as a potential Jake Muzzin replacement. On 
a putrid Blackhawks team, McCabe has somehow been on for 51 percent 
of the goals and 45 percent of the expected goals. Both lead all 
defenders on the team giving him a huge relative impact. Given the 
degree of difficulty, McCabe has been seriously impressive this season 
and is on pace to be worth 1.3 wins. That’s strong value for a top four, 
especially given the context of his environment. 

It’s a deal that not only helps Toronto now but also in the future with 
McCabe having two years after this one remaining on his deal. Add 50 
percent retention to that plus a solid (albeit overrated) fourth-line center 
in Sam Lafferty and it’s a tidy piece of business for the Leafs. 

Here’s where I’m a bit hesitant: Was shoring up a blue line that already 
had seven NHL-caliber defenders — good ones at that — really this 
team’s biggest pressing concern? Every year the Leafs struggle to score 
in the playoffs and it feels like their solution here is to try their best to win 
1-0. Maybe the belief is that Matthew Knies will be that scoring addition 
to the top nine. Maybe they just didn’t like anyone left available. It just 
feels like a slightly odd target for what is likely Toronto’s last big swing at 
the deadline. 

The Leafs emptied the cupboard for a very strong player, one that will 
certainly help — but that help feels marginal given what the team already 
has. If it means less Justin Holl (or even a Holl trade), then Leafs fans will 
surely be happy with that. If it instead means Rasmus Sandin watching 
the playoffs from the press box… I’m much less convinced. 

McCabe isn’t a rental and the Leafs didn’t pay a huge price for that so 
this is still a win for Toronto regardless. It’s just a question of whether the 
Leafs left a bigger win on the table. As for the Blackhawks, another first is 
another first. That’s the name of the game here and they did well to get 
one in this deal. Tossing in Lafferty to secure a second isn’t bad either. 

Maple Leafs grade: B+ 

Blackhawks grade: A- 
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Weekend NHL rankings: Timo Meier, Patrick Kane and a look ahead at 
deadline week 

 

Sean McIndoe15-19 minutes 27/02/2023 

 

Welcome to deadline week. Let’s get caught up before something else 
happens and this is all out of date. 

The Devils won the Timo Meier sweepstakes, ending weeks of 
speculation by closing the deal yesterday (and then making us all wait for 
hours to find out what it actually was, but who’s counting). That’s a huge 
deal, not just as far as what it does to the Eastern race, but also in terms 
of which other players now get circled back on. The consensus is that the 
Devils did well for themselves, although it’s hard to say given that the full 
deal includes roughly eight players that nobody had heard of until last 
night. 

Other trades over the weekend included Nino Niederreiter to Winnipeg, 
Ivan Barbashev to Vegas and Evgenii Dadonov to Dallas. That made for 
an interesting swing, with the veterans heading to the Western 
Conference after it was the East that had been landing the big names for 
the past few weeks. We also learned of a major change in Nashville, 
where David Poile will be stepping down as GM at the end of the season, 
to be replaced by Barry Trotz. 

Then there’s the big news of a trade that hasn’t officially happened yet 
but is apparently a done deal: Patrick Kane to the Rangers, who appear 
to be the only team he’s willing to move to. If so, the Hawks will have to 
take what they can get, which likely won’t be much. We’re told that the 
Rangers may need to wait for later in the week before they can work the 
deal under the cap, which led to some weekend lineup oddities. But 
according to all the insiders, this is happening. 

That move will take arguably the biggest name of the 2023 deadline off 
the board. But there are still plenty of key names available, and a few 
intriguing questions that we’re still waiting on answers to. 

Top five key questions heading into deadline week 

5. How silly can the selling get? — It’s felt like a seller’s market, but that 
could be changing with teams like Washington and Nashville changing 
course. The market for rental defensemen is crowded, so prices could 
come down there. And all of this is happening against the Connor Bedard 
backdrop, with at least a half-dozen teams pretty clearly tanking down 
the stretch. Will any of those teams pull a 2015 Sabres and just start 
shipping out anyone with a pulse? 

4. Do the Kings make the moves we’ve all been waiting for? — They 
need an upgrade on the blue line and could use one in goal, and we’ve 
heard plenty of names for both spots. The big one is Jakob Chychrun, 
and it just seems to make too much sense given where the Kings are and 
the assets they could move to make it happen. Then again, if it was that 
easy then it would be done by now, wouldn’t it? 

3. Do the Avalanche have anything bigger in mind? — The defending 
champs have had an up-and-down season, to put it mildly. But they’ve 
climbed back into the Central race, and it’s looking more and more like 
we could get to the finish line with Colorado as the top dog in the West 
after all. Cool. So now what? 

Up until the weekend, the Central had been quiet as far as 
reinforcements coming in. That changed a little, with the Jets making a 
nice addition and the Stars doing some tinkering. Still, you might expect 
more from a division with four teams all within a few points of each other. 
Minnesota is an obvious team to watch, especially with all of their cap 
space. You figure Dallas isn’t done, and Winnipeg might have another 
move in them if they feel like they need it. But with apologies to Keith 
Kinkaid and Jack Johnson, the Avs are the team I’m waiting on for a big 
move, one year after an especially aggressive deadline paid off in a 
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championship for Joe Sakic. This is Chris MacFarland’s show now, so 
let’s see if the apprentice can outwork the master — or even wants to. 

2. What’s the plan in Carolina? — The Devils have landed the biggest 
prize of the deadline. The Rangers have added Vladimir Tarasenko, and 
are on the verge of getting Kane. The Bruins and Leafs have made nice 
upgrades, and even the Islanders have taken their swing. Then there’s 
Carolina, who not only haven’t found a deal yet but have lost Max 
Pacioretty along the way. Pierre suggested that after missing out on 
Meier, their plan may shift to adding several good pieces instead of one 
great one. We’ll see … 

1. How big a swing will the Oilers take? — On the one hand, they’re 
capped out. On the other, they’re clearly struggling right now, their status 
as Western favorites didn’t last long, and they’re risking a historically 
dominant season from Connor McDavid. 

Saturday felt like a bad omen in that sense — McDavid almost single-
handedly dragging them back from a 4-0 deficit against the league’s 
worst team, only for them to lose anyway. This feels like a team that 
absolutely has to do something big. Erik Karlsson big? Maybe, although 
that still feels like wishful thinking. But if Ken Holland settles for tinkering 
and the Oilers make an early-ish exit despite McDavid’s heroics, the 
reaction in Edmonton is going to be something to see. 

By the way, I really enjoyed Eric’s two-part “Who says no?” series, in 
which he evaluated readers’ ideas for deadline trades involving names 
like Karlsson and John Gibson. Some of them even got the stamp of 
approval. If you missed them, here’s part one and part two. 

On to the rankings, which could be out of date by the time you read them 
thanks to a blockbuster trade or two. Here’s hoping … 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley Cup. 

It’s getting ugly in Pittsburgh, where we saw reports earlier in the week of 
a disconnect between Mike Sullivan and Ron Hextall over a potential 
Jakob Chychrun deal, along with Kasperi Kapanen heading to St. Louis. 
Our guys are all over it; here’s Josh on why this team isn’t good enough 
to add to, and Rob on why Hextall should pay the price for that. 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning (37-17-4, +40 true goals differential*) — Landing 
Tanner Jeannot feels very on-brand for the Lightning as far as deadlines 
go. He’s cheap, he’s not a rental and he’s built for nasty playoff hockey. 
The price was far higher than expected, but I like the fit. I do not like 
blowout losses to those spiraling Penguins, but I’m also not sure that 
Brian Elliott games really count. 

4. Colorado Avalanche (33-19-5, +24) — Well, look who’s back. No, not 
Jack Johnson. After a six-week absence, I’m back on the Avs 
bandwagon, if only by default. With the Oilers fading, the Stars and Jets 
wobbling and the Knights still wondering about Mark Stone, my old pals 
move back into the top five to represent the West. 

3. New Jersey Devils (39-15-5, +50) — Man, that first-round matchup 
with the Rangers would be something, right? Of course, that would mean 
the Hurricanes holding onto the one-seed, which doesn’t feel like much of 
a lock these days, even with a few points in hand. For now, enjoy your 
new toy, Devils fans. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes (39-11-8, +46) — They came into Saturday having 
won five in a row by a combined score of 21 to 6, so it goes without 
saying that they lost to the Ducks because hockey makes sense. (They 
also outshot the Ducks roughly 4,000 to 3 and got goalied, so let’s not 
panic.) 

1. Boston Bruins (nobody cares) — Their deal for Dmitry Orlov and 
Garnet Hathaway earned them rave reviews. I’m not as sold on the price 
they paid in draft capital, but it hardly matters — the best team just got 
better, and it didn’t cost them anything in the short term beyond 
opportunity at different deals. When you don’t have any obvious holes in 
the roster, you can be pickier than most. 

Also, this happened: 

That’s an A-plus goalie snipe right there. We’ll look back on this someday 
as the moment that the Vezina became like the Selke, where you have to 
be an offensive threat to be able to win it. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: Detroit Red Wings — Brace yourself, but we’ve got some 
legitimately meaningful Red Wings hockey to look forward to this week. 

If it feels like it’s been a while since we could say that, well, it has. The 
Red Wings haven’t just missed the playoffs since 2016, they haven’t 
come close, finishing under .500 every year in a league where that’s 
designed to be difficult. 

There were times when this year seemed to be headed in the same 
direction; just over two weeks ago, they were sitting at 21-20-8, stuck 
behind the Flyers and Senators and nine points back of a playoff spot. 
Then they caught fire, making up all that ground and then some, and 
they’ve recently spent time in a wild-card spot based on points 
percentage. 

But only barely, and that’s where this week’s schedule comes in. It starts 
off with back-to-back games in Ottawa, a weird bit of scheduling that we 
can blame on a weather postponement. Like the Wings, the Senators 
haven’t played important late-season hockey in years, and they can’t 
afford to lose either game. It won’t quite feel like the playoffs, but it will be 
as close as either team has been in a long time, and that’s worth 
something. 

The Wings also have the Kraken on Thursday, then the Islanders on 
Saturday in another showdown with wild-card implications. Calendar-
watchers will note that that’s the day after the deadline, meaning we’re 
not completely sure what either team will look like. The Islanders have 
made their big move; Steve Yzerman and the Red Wings might not have 
one at all (although Max thinks they might). Given how they looked like 
they’d be sellers just a few weeks ago, and have two major UFAs in 
Dylan Larkin and Tyler Bertuzzi, it will be interesting to see which way 
they go. For most teams at this time of year, doing nothing at all is a 
boring outcome. For Detroit, it might be the most interesting way to go. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed toward dead last, and the best lottery 
odds for Connor Bedard. 

I can’t find room for the Flyers this week, but good lord do they need a 
mention. They’ve lost three straight and seven of eight, including 
Saturday’s 7-0 embarrassment against the Devils, and John Tortorella 
seems like he’s ready to strangle someone. 

Oh, and through all of that, they’ve still got just the eighth-best lottery 
odds, and don’t seem to have any especially attractive targets for the 
deadline buyers beyond James van Riemsdyk or maybe a surprise move 
of someone like Kevin Hayes. Good times, good times. 

5. San Jose Sharks (18-30-12, -39) — It’s a huge week in San Jose, with 
Meier gone, Karlsson potentially to follow, and who knows how many 
other players also shipped out, as the Sharks shift into a new phase of 
their rebuild. For now, though, let’s focus on something positive: 

Marleau was the first Shark to have his number retired in over 30 years 
of franchise history, and it was exactly the right call. Congratulations to 
everyone involved on nailing the moment. 

4. Arizona Coyotes (20-30-9, -50) — Austrian physicist Ludwig 
Boltzmann, one of the founders of the field of thermodynamics, 
hypothesized that given enough time, every possible hockey trade 
(including every possible Jakob Chychrun trade) will be created via 
random fluctuations produced by a state of chaos. These Jakob 
Chychrun trades would be almost inconceivably rare and yet would 
inevitably occur if a universe lasts for an infinitely long amount of time. 
This leads to two fascinating conclusions: First, that even extremely 
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unlikely events must eventually happen if enough time is allowed to pass. 
And second, that any mechanism which produced the universe must be 
capable of eventually producing a Jakob Chychrun trade since the 
alternative is that Bill Armstrong keeps dragging this whole thing out to 
make me insane and we’re all doomed to keep doing this every week 
until the sun explodes. 

3. Anaheim Ducks (19-34-7, -98) — Dom’s look at five deadline targets 
that smart teams should be wary of wasn’t kind to the Ducks, who have 
two players on the list. The good news for Anaheim fans: “smart teams” 
don’t always narrow down the list of potential trade partners all that 
much. Meanwhile, John Gibson is standing on his head this month, which 
makes you wonder if there’s a window here to move out from under that 
contract. 

2. Chicago Blackhawks (21-32-5, -62) — It feels weird to drop the Hawks 
out of the one-spot on the same weekend that the Kane story seemed to 
be reaching its end, but that’s what five straight wins will do to a tank. 
The Hawks actually climbed as high as 29th by points percentage, which 
would give them just the fourth-best lottery odds. I think they get back on 
track, such as it is, but the Blue Jackets are starting to pull away. 

1. Columbus Blue Jackets (19-35-6, -68) — We had some genuinely 
spicy drama out of Columbus this week, with reports that they thought 
they had a deal with the Bruins for Vladislav Gavrikov. Don Sweeney 
apparently asked for more time, only to use it to get what he felt was a 
better offer from Washington. That can happen — it’s not a done deal 
until the paperwork is done — but it’s still a tough break. Jarmo 
Kekalainen has done a great job getting a decent-but-not-spectacular 
player to the very top of trade boards, now let’s see if he can close it out. 

Not ranked: Washington Capitals and Nashville Predators — They’ve 
tapped out. It’s over. 

Trading Orlov and Hathaway for picks signals that the Capitals are 
waving the white flag on a playoff spot. They’ll be sellers after seeming 
like buyers all year, and it’s always big news when a team swaps side 
this close to the deadline. Tarik has an in-depth look at who else could go 
in the coming days, and Pierre has some additional thoughts on just how 
much selling they’re willing to do. But the key is that a veteran team that 
entered the weekend only two points out of a wild-card spot has 
essentially pulled the chute. 

Meanwhile, the Predators moved Nino Niederreiter and are reportedly 
open for business after spending most of the season in the wild-card 
race. Like the Caps, they’re done. Unlike the Caps, they’re apparently 
going even bigger in terms of changes, with Poile retiring and Trotz 
taking over as GM despite having zero experience in that role. 

Hockey is supposed to be a game where you never quit until the final 
buzzer has sounded, but it’s hard to argue with either team’s choice here. 
The Caps’ recent streak of six straight regulation losses, including to 
bottom-feeders like the Sharks and Ducks, made that clear, as did 
Nashville falling eight points back in the West. Neither team is good 
enough, and even if they did snag a wild-card spot, they’d be zero threat 
to a top seed in the first round. 

That much was obvious. But accepting the obvious is no sure thing in 
today’s NHL, which has been designed to provide cover for bad teams 
who want to sell fake optimism. That’s especially true for veteran teams 
that are supposed to be in win-now mode and might want to deny reality 
in favor of chasing false hope. (Cough, Penguins.) In that sense, I guess 
we have to give Brian MacLellan and Poile some credit here, even if they 
of course also need to shoulder the blame for the flawed roster that 
ended up here. 

We’ve got five teams left in a battle for two spots out East, while the West 
could be down to just the Flames trying to find a way to pass Minnesota 
or Seattle. It will be a tough race, and we’ll probably see at least a few of 
those teams try to improve over the next few days. If so, they’ve got 
access to two more sellers than we might have thought they’d have. 
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The NHL trade deadline is a time for contenders to improve themselves, 
pretenders to delude themselves and those with lost seasons to prepare 
for the future. 

But there's one problem facing all of those teams, according to Brian 
Burke, and that's a math problem. 

"I just checked again with the NHL, and they're still only giving out one 
Stanley Cup," said Burke, the longtime NHL general manager who's now 
the president of the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

"That's the issue at the deadline. The math doesn't work. There's only 
one parade, but anywhere up to 18 teams will make themselves better in 
an effort to win a Cup or to win a round or whatever their goals are. So 
the math doesn't work and you overpay. More mistakes get made at the 
trade deadline than the rest of the year." 

The key at the NHL trade deadline is to mitigate those errors. After 
speaking to Burke and others, here are 10 rules for front offices to follow 
at the deadline. 

Stick to the plan 

This is rule No. 1 according to the executives with whom we spoke. 
Burke, a Stanley Cup-winning GM, told me the three questions a team 
must ask itself before every deadline. 

"What you want to accomplish at the deadline is a direct function of how 
close or how far away you are," he said. "So first question is how close 
are you? That'll determine how active you are." 

Question No. 2: How specific are your needs? "If you need a third-line 
center, that's different than if you need a top-six forward," Burke said, 
which brings us to question No. 3: What do you have to offer to another 
club in order to fill those specific needs? 

"What's the trade capital? What do you have to give? What picks have 
you already traded away?" he said. "Do you have good young players? 
Do you have other assets in the AHL?" 

Mike Futa was an assistant general manager who helped build Stanley 
Cup champions with the Los Angeles Kings. He said one of the biggest 
mistakes teams make at the deadline is not knowing when to turn that 
trade capital into something tangible. 

"These guys kill me: The rankings tell you that you have the best 
prospects in the world and then they just keep getting all these 
prospects," said Futa, now an analyst with Sportsnet. "At what point do 
you look at your nuggets and say, 'Hey, they are good. But we're not 
winning anything.'" 

One NHL source pointed to the Carolina Hurricanes as a team like that. 
Now, the Hurricanes win plenty ... but haven't won a championship round 
since 2006. They had the sixth best prospect pool for 2022-23 and the 
second-best pool for 2021-22, according to The Athletic. When do they 
aggressively deal some of those futures for the present? 

"You can say Player X is going to be a stud five years from now," Futa 
said. "But if he can get you a piece for your core, you do it." 

Sticking to the plan has become even more paramount during the recent 
years of a flat salary cap. There are some teams that map out their cap 
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for four years. There are some that map it out for two years. Those 
projections went out the window during the pandemic, which is why you 
saw some teams dumping contracts by any means necessary. 

There's still uncertainty about the cap. Executives still don't know how 
much it'll rise next season. One former NHL front office member told us 
that the uncertainty over Diamond Sports Group, which owns the 
broadcast rights to 42 U.S. pro sports teams, complicates the hockey-
related revenue outlook too. Missed payments by Diamond Sports Group 
started a 30-day grace period that could be the prelude to a bankruptcy 
filing, according to The Associated Press. 

These are all factors in shaping the plan and sticking to it. 

Be honest in assessing what you are 

As of Saturday, the Nashville Predators had an 18% chance of making 
the playoffs, per Money Puck. Without injured center Ryan Johansen -- 
who is out for the rest of the season following surgery -- and given the 
team's struggles this season, it's hard to imagine they would have 
mounted much of a Stanley Cup push. But there was still a chance they 
could have made the cut and earned the team additional revenue with 
playoff home games. 

Instead, GM David Poile took a realistic assessment of his team this 
season and next season and traded forward Nino Niederreiter -- whom 
he signed last summer for two years -- for a second-round pick from the 
Winnipeg Jets. 

Teams in Nashville's position don't always make the pivot to trading 
players at the deadline. Some delude themselves, and their fans, by 
continuing a futile push for the postseason. 

"Some teams will try to win a playoff round. Some teams will try and 
change their placement in the playoffs," Burke said. "But it leads to 
overpayment and bad decisions." 

Being honest about a team's chances is one step; being honest about the 
players on that team, and in the system, is just as important. 

"Once you drafted a player, you kind of hand him off to the development 
team and it's up to them to evaluate what the ceiling is for that player that 
was drafted," Futa said. "You have to be careful about putting players in 
deals. There are so many stories of players that get away from you and 
become stars -- the Tage Thompson situation being the most recent." 

Futa said the only way to honestly assess players is to ask the right 
questions of those in player personnel. 

"You have to challenge your scouts. Ask the right questions," he said. "I 
don't think you'll ever see a general manager with his name on the 
Stanley Cup that's ever made unilateral decisions." 

Quality over quantity 

Listen to any trade deadline rumor chatter, and inevitably you'll hear 
about a team seeking "multiple pieces" for the player they're seeking to 
move. And why not? Several things for one thing is much more 
impressive than one thing for one thing. Anyone with an abacus can tell 
you that. 

Alas, that's where some teams go wrong. One former NHL front office 
member told us that "if you're a seller, it has to be quality over quantity" 
as an unbreakable rule at the deadline. 

The Timo Meier trade? Yeah, that's a rule violation. The San Jose Sharks 
received a bulk shipping order from the New Jersey Devils rather than 
one of their top prospects, to the chagrin of their fans. 

A desire for quantity can sometimes come from a desire to impress the 
fan base with the girth of a deal. "The trade was one-for-one" has 
become synonymous with a disappointing return. 

"Sometimes you're trying to make a statement in your market," Burke 
said. "Sometimes you're trying to say to your fans and season ticket 

holders, 'We're trying to get better.' Even though you might not be a 
contender." 

That's not always the best approach at the deadline. 

"You don't want to do things just to do things, to say you were active on 
deadline day," Minnesota Wild GM Bill Guerin said. 

Get coaches to pump before the dump 

Just like in marketing, perception can be reality in trade talks, which 
explains the time-honored tradition of the "pump and dump." 

This crude turn of phrase originated in the world of financial scams. In the 
NHL, it defines when a team puts a player it's seeking to trade in a more 
advantageous place in the lineup to "pump" up their numbers. A bottom-
pairing defenseman starts getting top-pairing minutes. A middling forward 
gets increased power-play time. The Boston Bruins were accused of the 
"pump and dump" last season with Erik Haula, before flipping him in 
what's become a lopsided offseason trade with the Devils for Pavel 
Zacha. 

There are two keys to the "pump and dump." The first is obvious: The 
player has to perform, or else you find yourself like the Anaheim Ducks 
do with John Klingberg. They signed him to a one-year deal to add a 
veteran to a young lineup and to flip him at the deadline. Unfortunately, 
his value has deflated like a punctured balloon during a down year. 

The second key is buy-in: The coach has to agree to putting that player 
in a situation that might lead to better numbers but not always team 
success. 

"The teams that are successful, the synergy between the coaching staff 
and the management team is off the charts," Futa said. "If you've got 
prospects that you believe in and you're trying to sell them to other 
teams, the coach has to play them. He's got to get them some games." 

Take the Calgary Flames, for example. Forward Matthew Phillips was a 
leading scorer in the AHL who could have increased value at the trade 
deadline with a little spotlight on the main roster. He came up for two 
games in December, playing less than 10 minutes in both. He hasn't 
been seen since. Said Darryl Sutter in December: "There's a big 
difference between American League to the NHL in terms of production." 

I heard the Flames would have liked a little more showcase time for 
Phillips. Alas, it's Sutter's lineup card. 

Be judicious with first-round picks 

One former NHL front office member has a trade deadline rule: If you're 
going to overpay for a player, that player needs to be a difference-maker. 

"Don't trade first-round picks for bottom-six forwards or bottom-pair 
defensemen," the exec said. "Don't overpay for something now that will 
hamstring you later." 

The Florida Panthers went all-in at the trade deadline last season, adding 
both Claude Giroux from the Flyers and Ben Chiarot from Montreal. They 
paid a first-round pick for the latter. At the time, it seemed like 
overpayment. Now, with the Panthers having a 38% chance of making 
the playoffs and the Canadiens owning their first-rounder in the Connor 
Bedard draft, it seems absolutely regrettable, especially when you 
consider that Chiarot was a pure rental who left for Detroit last summer. 

"Trading a first-rounder for a rental? Avoid it like the plague, if you can," 
Burke said. "First-round picks make sense if you're getting a player with 
term left on his contract or if it's a decided upgrade. Otherwise it doesn't 
make a lot of sense." 

'Hey, look at this shiny new thing' 

Many negotiations begin with someone coming off the table. 

I'm told that Toronto Maple Leafs GM Kyle Dubas has set the parameters 
on deals by immediately declaring University of Minnesota forward 
Matthew Knies off limits. While there was some speculation that the 
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Kings might have to surrender either forward Quinton Byfield or 
defenseman Brandt Clarke in a trade for Jakob Chychrun, neither of 
those players was in play. If your conversation with New Jersey Devils 
GM Tom Fitzgerald mentions either defenseman Luke Hughes of the 
University of Michigan or 2022 No. 2 overall pick Simon Nemec, it's going 
to be a short conversation. 

Sometimes, those declarations aren't drawn in concrete. Futa remembers 
when the Kings traded for Philadelphia Flyers center Mike Richards in 
2011. From the start, the Flyers wanted 19-year-old center Brayden 
Schenn and 22-year-old winger Wayne Simmonds coming back the other 
way. 

"I thought they were both on their way to becoming stars. So we tried to 
stickhandle around it, find another way," Futa said. "That's a tough one. 
You have to put your emotions on the shelf, because I saw those kids as 
my own kids. [Kings GM Dean Lombardi] said, 'We're trading your son,' 
when he made the deal. But I knew exactly what we were getting in Mike 
Richards." 

Schenn and Simmonds became All-Star players, with careers spanning 
well over a decade. The Kings won two Stanley Cups with Richards. 

Stop trading with the Colorado Avalanche 

Seriously. Just stop. You're not going to win these trades. General 
manager Chris MacFarland is too smart. Their analytics department is 
too shrewd. Whether it was Alexandar Georgiev, Artturi Lehkonen, Josh 
Manson, Devon Toews (maybe the steal of the past five seasons) Nazem 
Kadri, Andre Burakovsky, Philipp Grubauer ... the Avalanche's winning 
percentage on trades rivals that of Bruins' goaltender Linus Ullmark this 
season. 

Remember when the Senators acquired Matt Duchene, the Predators 
acquired Kyle Turris and the Avalanche eventually ended up with Sam 
Girard and Bowen Byram out of that deal? 

Block their phone numbers. Spam filter their emails. Do it before you 
agree to trade your 25-year-old second-line center for a fifth-round pick, a 
bag of marbles and an autographed puck from Joe Sakic. 

The 'rings in the room' cliché 

The whole "veteran champion comes to new team and unlocks the 
potential they never knew they had" trope sounds like something out of a 
mid-1990s sports comedy, except instead of an NHL team it's a bunch of 
misfit kids and a dog that plays basketball. 

I'm not sure when that cliché made its way to the NHL. Maybe when 
Mark Messier and his merry band of ex-Oilers ended a 54-year Stanley 
Cup drought for the Rangers. It's now an annual mandate at the trade 
deadline: Take someone who has won before, put him on a team that 
hasn't, and through competitive osmosis he'll help make them 
champions. 

Many fans scoff at the concept. To the surprise of no one, the executives 
to whom we spoke embrace it. Futa said the premium on adding veteran 
leadership "100% exists" at the trade deadline. 

"You hear all about playoff disappointments. Well, they can say, 'I wasn't 
here for that,'" Futa said. "It's not cocky. It's them saying, 'We're not going 
to let that happen.' And maybe that helps them start to believe." 

That about sums up the Ryan O'Reilly trade. Sure, he can take defensive 
zone draws for Toronto and helps free up John Tavares, on and off the 
ice. But the reason Dubas made this trade is because O'Reilly has a 
Stanley Cup ring, a Conn Smythe Trophy and something other players in 
the Toronto locker room don't have: a playoff series victory over the 
Boston Bruins. It can be done! 

Don't aim for fleecing 

A few years ago, I chronicled the 20 most lopsided trade deadline moves 
in NHL history. No. 1 on the list was the 1996 trade that sent Penguins 
winger Markus Naslund to the Vancouver Canucks for Alek Stojanov. 

Naslund's ascendance wasn't predictable; Canucks GM Pat Quinn said 
Naslund "wasn't a very good player" at the time of the trade. Also 
unforeseen: The car accident that altered Stojanov's career path. 

It wasn't a lopsided trade at the time. "Fleecings" mostly happen in 
hindsight, barring the occasional mistake made out of desperation. (I'd 
still love to know what David Poile's exact reaction was when the Capitals 
said "yes" to Filip Forsberg for Martin Erat in 2013.) 

Burke told me that general managers are, for the most part, stand-up 
individuals. There isn't a lot of trickery or obfuscation. In the end, most 
trades are intended to be mutually beneficial. If they aren't, they probably 
aren't happening. 

"It's really hard to fleece somebody," Futa said. "And you shouldn't be 
trying to do that anyway." 

Finally, get ahead of it ... or wait until summer 

For years, it was easy to predict the trade winds. There would be a few 
moves made in September during training camp. There would be one big 
move around November, perhaps borne of injury or early-season panic. 
Then things would get quiet until around mid-January, when a slow trickle 
of depth players would begin to flow from team to team. The spigot was 
opened wide in the weeks before the deadline. 

Things started to change within the past decade. The Penguins acquired 
David Perron on Jan. 2, 2015. The blockbuster that saw the Columbus 
Blue Jackets send Ryan Johansen to the Predators for Seth Jones 
happened on Jan. 6, 2016. The Leafs' Jake Muzzin trade happened on 
Jan. 28, 2019. This season, it was the Bo Horvat trade, as the Islanders 
acquired the Canucks center on Jan. 30. 

The earlier the better, according to Burke. He likens the NHL trade 
deadline to the old "blue light special" at K-Mart, where a flashing blue 
light would indicate a short-term sale and shoppers would scramble to 
get it. 

"All these carts start banging into each other. That's what the trade 
deadline is like when you get closer," he said. "So that's why I always try 
to get out ahead of it." 

Things also calm down after the season, where rational minds and 
increased cap space make facilitating trades a bit easier. Sometimes that 
makes sense. Sometimes the best way to win the trade deadline is not to 
play the game. 

But then one recalls Josh Manson, Artturi Lehkonen and Andrew 
Cogliano lifting the Cup for Colorado. Or Blake Coleman and Barclay 
Goodrow lifting two of them for Tampa Bay. About how a final puzzle 
piece or lineup insurance can make a difference in a championship push. 

About how dabbling in the NHL trade deadline can very much be worth 
the risk -- as long as the rules are followed. 

Jersey Foul of the week 

From Tampa: 

    @wyshynski GAME OVER #JerseyFoul pic.twitter.com/IapA4IfBnT 

    — Jordan Kaschinske (@KaschinskeJ) February 10, 2023 

Occasionally, we strive to find the valor or nuance in a Jersey Foul. And 
occasionally, it's a Tampa Bay Lightning jersey with "BITCOIN 
CARNIVORE" on it and there's no further investigation necessary. 

Video of the week 

    Ovechkin signing with local player and Last of Us star Keivonn 
Woodard. 

    Woodard wants to become the first deaf NHL player. 
pic.twitter.com/Yoy5L1vtFr 

    — Sammi Silber (@sammisilber) February 24, 2023 
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This moment when 10-year-old Keivonn Woodard showed Washington 
Capitals star Alex Ovechkin how to say his own nickname using 
American sign language was really touching. Woodard, who is an actor 
on HBO's "The Last of Us," plays for the Bowie Hockey Club under-10 
team in Maryland. The Capitals granted the Bowie Hockey Club $10,000 
earlier this year, with a portion of that money used to support Woodard 
by providing an ASL interpreter on the ice and special equipment during 
games. More on this moment here. 

Winners and losers of the week 

Winner: Linus Ullmark 

With his goal on Saturday night, Ullmark has a chance to make NHL 
history: No goalie has scored a goal and won the Vezina Trophy in the 
same season. Take that, Brodeur! 

Loser: 13 other NHL players 

Ullmark now has more goals than 13 NHL players this season who have 
appeared in the same number of games, including Brian Dumoulin, 
Justin Braun and Troy Stecher. And before you go, "Hey, those are 
defensive players who aren't expected to score," please recall they're 
being outscored by a goaltender. 

Winner: Steve Yzerman 

The Detroit Red Wings general manager went on a free agent spending 
spree last summer in the hopes of giving his young team relevance 
during a playoff race. The Yzerplan had its skeptics for most of their 
middling season. Now, they're in the thick of it. Trust the process. 

Loser: Doug Armstrong 

The afterglow of the Ryan O'Reilly and Vladimir Tarasenko trades -- in 
which the Blues did well -- was replaced by dissention in St. Louis, where 
23-year-old Alexey Toropchenko called out the effort of his teammates, 
and coach Craig Berube backed him up. Armstrong was forced to 
address it with pablum like, "Today is the first day of the next decade." 
Tough pivot. 

Winner: Craig Anderson 

The ageless wonder remains both ageless and a wonder. Anderson, 41, 
set a new NHL record last week in stopping 53 of 54 shots against the 
Panthers, becoming the oldest goalie in NHL history to have a 50-save 
game. 

Loser: Craig Smith 

One minute you're playing 10:15 per game with the Bruins, chasing your 
first Stanley Cup win. The next minute, you're three points out of the wild-
card race with the Capitals. Such is the NHL trade deadline. 

Puck headlines 

    What the analytics are really telling us about Patrick Kane. "Without 
giving away my opinion on Kane's effectiveness just yet, I'll just say that 
he's been one of those weird edge cases for statistically-oriented 
analysts his entire career. Kane might be the ideal case study for slicing 
the pie -- the information we gather -- in a different way." 

    Looking at Andrei Vasilevskiy's Vezina Trophy case. Amazing to think 
he might not even be a finalist this season. 

    Inside Mark Giordano's push for an NHL record: the most blocked 
shots since the league started tabulating them. 

    Our friends Kathryn Tappen and Dominic Moore have a new NHL 
YouTube show called "NHL Mash-Up" that promises positive news, 
highlights and puppies. 

    Ken Campbell speaks with the G.O.A.T. Dominik Hasek about 
representing the Czech Republic at the Nagano Olympics: "I thought it 
may be the last time I ever have a chance to represent the Czech 
Republic in the biggest tournament in the world. I was dreaming about 

this tournament since the summer of '97. I really thought it was the last 
time I can have a chance to do something good for the Czech Republic." 

    The PWHPA has taken a big step toward creating a new women's 
hockey league later this year. 

Watch The Drop 

Our All Things David Pastrnak episode, including his MVP chances and 
which winger could challenge him for best in the NHL. 
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Deals are going to get done ahead of the NHL trade deadline. Or at least 
that's the plan. 

Although, there is a shared sentiment by a number of NHL executives 
that many of them are in "wait and see" mode. But how? How is it that 
teams are either approaching or have reached the 60-game mark and 
are unsure of what they are going to do -- if they do anything at all -- at 
the trade deadline? 

Let's just say there are a number of different reasons. One Western 
Conference executive told ESPN that there is a greater importance when 
it comes to draft picks. The executive said that five or 10 years ago, there 
were teams that moved picks with ease. But the realities of the flat salary 
cap and the need to maximize young players on team-friendly contracts 
has changed the calculus. 

Then there's the actual performance of the team. As of Feb. 26, there 
were four teams in the Eastern Conference that were either tied or within 
two points of the Buffalo Sabres for the final wild-card spot. In the West, 
the Calgary Flames are four points out of the final wild-card spot while 
the Nashville Predators are within eight points. But the West is also a 
conference in which one of four teams have a chance at winning both the 
Central and the Pacific. 

"Because of parity, there are a lot of ups and downs that the entire 
league has gone through with the expectation of the teams like Boston, 
Carolina, Toronto and Tampa Bay," the executive said. "Everyone else 
has been hot or cold. You want to take your time if you are on the buyer's 
market and you want to know what you have. March 3 for a lot of teams 
might not be the time when you know what you have but you have to 
make a decision anyway." 

Here's a look at six teams and how they could plan to approach the 
deadline. 

Grades on all the big deals 

Arizona Coyotes 

It's understood there were at least six players -- Nick Bjugstad, Josh 
Brown, Jakob Chychrun, Shayne Gostisbehere, Nick Ritchie and Troy 
Stecher -- that the Coyotes could move. Now, it appears that number 
could rise to seven with numerous reports stating Nick Schmaltz could 
also be on the market. 

Chychrun has remained a healthy scratch for more than a week as the 
Coyotes look to find a deal. A number of teams have been linked with 
Chychrun, but it appears the biggest challenge for getting a deal done 
could be the asking price. ESPN's Greg Wyshynski reported Coyotes 
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general manager Bill Armstrong was seeking two first-round picks or a 
pick and a player who is equivalent to a first-rounder in addition to other 
prospects as well. 

So how does the calculus change if the Coyotes are willing to part with 
Schmaltz? For starters, it would have an impact on a center market that 
has already seen Bo Horvat and Ryan O'Reilly generate significant 
returns for their former clubs. Schmaltz would provide a potential team 
with a 27-year-old top-six center who has three years left on his contract 
worth $5.85 million annually, providing cost certainty, while possibly 
giving the Coyotes even more draft capital for the years to come. 

What Bjugstad, a pending unrestricted free agent, presents to teams is a 
cost-effective option at center who could be used in a middle-six role. He 
leads all Coyotes forwards in short-handed minutes while also providing 
a 6-foot-6 presence with 48 percent of his shots coming from the interior 
and 56 percent of his 13 goals coming at the net front, per IcyData. 

And with a number of teams seeking a top-four defenseman, it's possible 
Gostisbehere could allow the Coyotes to gain significant capital. 
Gostisbehere is another pending UFA who leads all Coyotes 
defensemen in 5-on-5 minutes and power-play time. He's on pace for a 
41-point season in addition to averaging a career-high 22:35 in ice time. 

The Coyotes are thinking about the future. They are one of the teams in 
the running to win the draft lottery and the chance to add presumed No. 1 
pick Connor Bedard to an organization that is still building its prospect 
pool. As it stands, the Coyotes only have their original first-round picks 
over the next three years. But this deadline could give them the chance 
to add more. Plus, it could also bolster what they already have, which is 
eight picks in this year's draft, 13 picks in 2024 and 10 picks in 2025. 

Buffalo Sabres 

Moving Alex Tuch to injured reserve means he will be out for two weeks 
while recovering from a lower-body injury whereas Rasmus Dahlin is 
day-to-day. And this is all taking place as the Sabres are in the last of the 
two Eastern Conference wild-card spots. 

They have what CapFriendly projects to be $18.256 million in available 
space while also having the sort of draft capital and prospects they could 
use to their advantage. 

Yeah, about that. Sabres GM Kevyn Adams recently told ESPN that the 
team is going to stick with their long-term plan. Adams said he does not 
envision any changes to that plan because of where the Sabres are at 
ahead of the deadline. 

"We're always going to look to see if there's ways to improve our team," 
Adams said. "But as we evolve here, what we're not going to do is 
compromise on the long-term outlook of our group for a short-term 
solution. It just doesn't make sense for us." 

Adams spoke to reporters right after Dahlin and Tuch's injuries were 
announced. He said the Sabres could be more open to making 
something happen compared to what it would have been just 48 hours 
earlier. Still, Adams reaffirmed that the Sabres' long-term plans have not 
changed. 

Does Adams believe the Sabres are right on schedule or could they even 
be a little bit further along than he imagined? 

"The honest answer is it's difficult to give you an exact answer," Adams 
said. "The reason is because when you are talking about young players 
in this league, there are a lot of ups and downs and variables from night 
to night. It's hard to say going into this season this is exactly where I 
thought we'd be and why because you're talking about a lot of players 
that you're projecting on. When you have a veteran team, you have a 
little bit more of a body work with the expectation of where players might 
be." 

Even before the injuries, there was still a chance the Sabres could have 
been a factor going into the deadline in another capacity. Adams said 
teams around the league are open to the fact the Sabres are willing to be 
a third-party broker and retain cap space. 

The typical return for being a third-party broker results in acquiring a fifth-
round pick or a pick in a later round. So far, the Sabres have eight picks 
for this year's draft with four of them coming in the first two rounds. 

"There are certain times when it works out and certain times when it 
doesn't," Adams said. "It comes down to if it makes sense with the 
financial part of it, what you're adding and why. We are definitely open to 
that and have been in those conversations over the last year or so." 

Carolina Hurricanes 

The understanding is the Hurricanes were among the teams that reached 
out to the San Jose Sharks about Timo Meier before he was traded to 
the New Jersey Devils. And even though the Canes have typically not 
been in the rental market, there was also an understanding they were 
more than open to negotiating with the Chicago Blackhawks if Patrick 
Kane wanted to come to Carolina. But that no longer appears to be the 
case with Kane working toward a move that will see him join the New 
York Rangers. 

Hurricanes GM Don Waddell declined to comment when asked about the 
possibility of trading for Kane or Meier. Waddell, however, did say the 
team is in the market when it comes to adding a top-nine forward. He 
also said the Canes are open to taking on players with term while noting 
they are "not desperate" to make a deal. 

An example of trading for a player with term came in 2020 when the 
Hurricanes exchanged a first-round pick to the New York Rangers for 
Brady Skjei, who still had three years remaining on his contract at the 
time of the trade. 

Waddell said the Canes would not want to move anyone from their 
current roster. But they would prefer to use draft picks rather than 
prospects to facilitate a trade. Waddell said they would also like to add a 
defenseman who could play on the second or third pairing, if possible. If 
not, Waddell said there are defenseman playing for their AHL affiliate 
they could use instead. 

"We had 11 draft picks last year and 13 the year before. We have a lot of 
players in the pipeline and we get asked about prospects," Waddell said. 
"You know they all can't make it at the same time. But we feel we are 
pretty deep there and it is better for us to look at (trading) prospects than 
picks because those picks are something we can use in the future." 

Colorado Avalanche 

A number of decisions are facing the defending Stanley Cup champions 
when it comes to how they can approach the deadline. That could start 
with the decision to place Erik Johnson and/or Gabriel Landeskog on 
long-term injured reserve. Landeskog has not played this season while 
Johnson has played in 51 games but is currently injured. 

Moving one of them to LTIR would create cap space with the caveat that 
whomever is placed on LTIR would not return until the start of the 
playoffs. Avalanche GM Chris MacFarland told The Athletic there isn't a 
timetable for when Landeskog would return to the lineup while Johnson is 
slated to be out for an extended period. 

There is an option to create cap space. There are also options when it 
comes to how they would want to spend that cap space. Could they go 
after a top-six defenseman? Do they try to aim for a top-nine forward and 
strengthen what they have down the middle? So far, the Avalanche have 
reinforced their roster by reacquiring veteran two-way forward Matt Nieto 
while trading away former first-round Shane Bowers to the Boston Bruins 
in return for goaltender Keith Kinkaid. It continued Sunday when they 
reacquired veteran defenseman Jack Johnson, a member of last year's 
Cup-winning team, to add more depth to their blueline. 

Winning the Cup last season did come with a bit of a cost. It left the Avs' 
farm system more bare when compared to other teams. It also places a 
greater premium for the organization to find success with young players 
on team-friendly contracts. Especially when they traded their first, 
second, third, fourth and fifth-round picks from 2022 while also trading 
their 2020 first-rounder in Justin Barron. They do have their first-round 
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pick for this year but do not pick again until the fifth. And while they have 
their first-rounders for 2024 and 2025, they do not have their second, 
third and fifth-round picks for 2024. 

Dallas Stars 

Going into the final weekend before the deadline, the understanding was 
that the Stars wanted to evaluate how the team would perform before 
making a final decision. Then came the Sunday trade that saw them 
exchange Denis Gurianov for Evgenii Dadonov. At the time of the trade, 
the Stars were atop the Central Division standings and two points behind 
the Vegas Golden Knights for first in the Western Conference. 

Before the Gurianov-Dadonov trade, there was a chance the Stars might 
not make a move at all. But if they did, it appeared they would have been 
in the market for a forward. Dadonov gives them that with the expectation 
he can aid a team that is currently 14th in goals per game, but has seen 
66 percent of those scores come from six players. 

One of the caveats the Stars seem to have is they are not interested in 
giving up one of their top prospects to get a rental. Here's why. For one, 
they have prospects like defenseman Thomas Harley who could receive 
a potential callup from the AHL, which is why they may not need to trade 
for defensive reinforcements. 

Harley also represents why the Stars are reluctant to give up prospects. 
It's a front office that has used the draft to develop homegrown talents 
such as Miro Heiskanen, Roope Hintz, Jake Oettinger and Jason 
Robertson. They're seeing the next wave of players like Ty Dellandrea 
and Wyatt Johnston emerge in addition to Nils Lundkvist, who they 
received in a trade from the Rangers earlier this season. The expectation 
is Harley and Mavrik Bourque could be next. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Flyers winger James van Riemsdyk told ESPN on Feb. 15 that he had 
not yet spoken with the front office about his future and said he was 
unsure if those conversations would happen. He will be a pending UFA at 
the end of the season and does not have any trade protection. 

So if van Riemsdyk had a choice, what would he want to do? Would he 
want to stay with the Flyers or would he want to leave? 

"That's a good question," van Riemsdyk said with a smile. 

The 33-year-old said this season has been "as enjoyable of a year as I've 
had being back in Philly," when it comes to his teammates and how he 
has fit in with the coaching staff led by John Tortorella. 

"Obviously, I'd like to be in the playoffs at this point but I think we're 
making a lot of strides from where we left off last year," van Riemsdyk 
said. "I don't know if that answers the question or not but I've really 
enjoyed this year and how I've fit into things and with the job the 
coaching staff has done, it's been fun to be a part of it. We've made a ton 
of strides and we'll see where it goes." 

van Riemsdyk repeatedly stressed how he has seen a change in the 
Flyers and how he feels like the franchise is trending upward. 

Let's say van Riemsdyk doesn't get moved. Is Philadelphia where he 
would want to be long-term? 

"I try not to get too ahead of myself and I've not put enough thought into 
that to give you a good answer for that yet," van Riemsdyk said. "But like 
I said, it has been super this year. It has been a big change as far as this 
past year. It's been a good environment and it's been about hockey and 
things like that. ... I do enjoy playing and think I got a lot of good hockey 
left in me and those sorts of things I re-assess like everyone does in the 
summer when you don't have a contract anymore. You kind of take it 
from there, and none of those discussions have been had yet. But we'll 
take it one day at a time." 

Seattle Kraken 

Clearly, the Kraken have never experienced what it means to be in the 
hunt for a playoff spot since they are in just their second season of 

existence. But where they are at this year is a contrast compared to last 
season when they moved players in exchange for draft capital. 

Now, as for Kraken GM Ron Francis? This is new. Until this season, 
Francis had always been in the role of the proverbial shopkeeper during 
his four-year stint as GM of the Hurricanes, rather than being the 
customer in search of a deal. The closest those teams came to the 
playoffs was in 2016-17 when they finished eight points out of the final 
wild-card spot. But there were also seasons when the Canes placed 
more than 10 points behind in the wild-card race. 

"I think I said it last year. ... I believe we were in 26 or 27 one-goal games 
and with some of them, they became two-goal games because of empty-
net losses," Francis said. "That is potentially 54 or 55 points you are in 
on. Frustrating as the year was, we felt we played better than our 
numbers or record indicated." 

So what are the Kraken's plans ahead of the deadline? Days after 
Francis spoke with ESPN's Ryan S. Clark, ESPN's Emily Kaplan 
reported there is a chance defenseman Carson Soucy could be made 
available. Soucy is a pending UFA whose future came into question once 
the team traded to acquire defenseman Jaycob Megna, who has one 
more year left on his contract, from the Sharks. 

"We have a game plan. That's the biggest thing we are trying to 
accomplish and that is making sure we are doing the right things," 
Francis said. "Is there a piece that you think helps your team? Is it 
something that affects chemistry? Maybe in a negative way? There are a 
lot of things you factor in." 

Francis, who declined to discuss specifics, said the Kraken want to add 
depth while noting they are "not afraid" to make a move. But they also 
don't want to make any decisions they feel could hinder them long term. 

"I've always said the most dangerous days are trade deadline day and 
the start of free agency," Francis said. "It is when you can make a big 
mistake and it needs to be about sticking with what you think is the right 
way to do things and making the best decisions." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' roster holes overshadow another McDavid master 
class 

 

Mark Spector | February 28, 2023, 12:44 AM 

4–5 minutes 

 

EDMONTON — We are way past watching an Edmonton Oilers team 
that learns lessons against an opponent like the Boston Bruins.  

Their school days were long ago. Those lessons if they’re not learned 
already, they never will be.  

Today, the lessons are gathered by those who watch. Not those who 
play.  

"Who are these Oilers, when they’re on against the NHL’s best team?" 

"What does Ken Holland need to bring in to make the difference in a 
game like this?" 

"As well as they played, Connor McDavid carried them on the score 
sheet — again..." 

After a 3-2 game that was as evenly played as you could draw up, what 
IS the difference between a Bruins team that just chalked up its third 
seven-game winning streak of the season, and an Oilers team that’s 
hanging around a wildcard spot in the weak Pacific Division?  
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Because there surely is a difference, however scant it seemed on a 
Monday night in Edmonton.  

"We can beat anybody," began winger Zach Hyman. "We are a strong 
team. Tonight’s game was tight. I’m not sure what the chances were, but 
there weren’t many both ways." 

"You don’t win every game you are in, obviously," Hyman added. "We 
are at the point now where we are confident in the group we have got 
and we have to beat those teams." 

You can’t hang your head when you play the NHL’s best team to a virtual 
standstill. When you allow the Bruins only 21 even-strength shots, win 57 
per cent of the faceoffs, and watch the game-winner go off Stuart 
Skinner’s stick, then Pavel Zacha’s stick, then Skinner’s stick again and 
up under the crossbar.  

The good teams get their luck, and Boston got some on that late second-
period goal.  

"Winning is a skill, and they’ve obviously mastered it," said McDavid, who 
notched his 49th and 50th goals. "It’s disappointing. They’re the best 
team in the league. I thought we played them hard and gave ourselves a 
chance to win." 

A chance? Undeniably.  

But the third was scoreless, just as Boston would have it.  

"You win games in the third period," said Bruins goalie Jeremy 
Swayman. "You understand that and you take pride in that. That’s 
something that you want to keep as an identity for our team and we just 
have a little bit more to give. We all know it and it’s pretty special when 
we see it." 

What was the difference?  

Cashing in on chances was a huge part of it, with Kailer Yamamoto 
charting three shots on goal and four missed nets. He needs to produce 
to change the outcome in a game like this one — no question about that.  

"We had a couple of looks that we didn’t capitalize on against a team that 
doesn’t give up much," McDavid admitted. "Yams (Yamamoto) has a 
couple of looks. A couple of plays here and there and it’s a different 
game." 

The game-winner came at 19:30 of the second period, on a play where 
the Oilers could not clear the zone. Zacha got just far enough away from 
Cody Ceci to create something.  

The lesson there?  

Holland needs a defenceman who can shut down a cycle and clear out 
the net front on the final shift of a period. We’re not saying he would have 
necessarily been on the ice there, but that goal is a metaphor for what 
ails Edmonton:  

Defensive posture. Net front control. The ability to make the play that 
clears the zone.  

Secondarily, the Oilers' woes on right wing are long chronicled, with 
neither Yamamoto nor Jesse Puljujarvi able to be counted on to provide 
secondary offence. They need more from the right side, behind Hyman.  

We’re not sure what will happen before Friday’s trading deadline, but the 
two primary itches that need scratching by Holland were on display in this 
game, to some degree over-shadowing another McDavid master class.  

"There is a reason he’s going to be the MVP this year," Swayman said. 
"Unfortunately I probably helped him a little bit with that tonight. We all 
know when he’s on the ice we want to take away his time and space and 
he still finds it.  

"It’s pretty special playing with a guy like that." 

This is McDavid’s first 50-goal campaign, erasing the one thing Leon 
Draisaitl had on his Oilers buddy.  

What did Draisaitl say after the 50th goal?  

"Welcome to the club," McDavid said. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks Takeaways: Demko returns a winner, Hughes 
continues to dazzle 

 

Iain MacIntyre | February 28, 2023, 1:27 AM 

8–9 minutes 

 

After waiting nearly three months to play a National Hockey League 
game, Thatcher Demko was forced by Vancouver Canuck teammates to 
stand around for another eight minutes on Monday night. 

Then Jamie Benn beat Demko on a breakaway on the Dallas Stars’ 
second shot. Demko needn’t have worried about having so little to do 
because over the final 2 ½ periods, the Stars outshot the Canucks 36-12. 
High-danger chances were 18-3 for Dallas at five-on-five. 

“I know I’m healthy,” Demko said when asked about the workload. “So, 
that’s the plus.” 

Not really. The plus is that the franchise goaltender made 34 saves, 
tracked the puck well and controlled his rebounds, and allowed his team 
to steal a game 5-4 in overtime with a lineup that included eight players 
who have been in the American Hockey League this season. 

Demko did more than merely survive his first game since Dec. 1. 

Anthony Beauvillier had his best game since coming to the Canucks from 
New York in the Bo Horvat trade a month ago, scoring twice and setting 
up a pretty game-winner for Andrei Kuzmenko. The first-year Russian 
won it with his sixth goal in five games by deftly redirecting Beauvillier’s 
centring pass past Dallas goalie Jake Oettinger 48 seconds into 
overtime. 

The goal survived a ponderously-long video review for offside. 
Fortunately for Kuzmenko, nobody in Tank Nation had input on the 
review. 

Nobody is ever happier than Kuzmenko – anywhere, anytime – and he 
used the six-minute delay to schmooze and work the room. But nobody 
got more love from teammates when the cliffhanger verdict was finally 
announced than Demko, who returned a winner in his first game since 
badly injuring his groin on Dec. 1. 

Hughed aviation 

Play this game that way 10 times, and the Stars beat the Canucks in the 
nine of them. But one thing that was all skill and no luck was the virtuoso 
performance by Vancouver defenceman Quinn Hughes, who may be 
playing the best hockey of his life. 

Despite the Stars’ dominance over the final 48 minutes, the Canucks 
outshot them 10-6 and outscored them 4-0 with Hughes on the ice at 
even strength. The 23-year-old had three assists -- two critical stretch 
passes and an all-world spinarama in traffic to set up Beauvillier’s second 
goal – and now has 57 points in 56 games while going plus-12 on a 27th-
place team that has been outscored by 36 goals this season. 

He has been one of the best pure passers and most elusive skaters 
almost since he entered the NHL, but new coach Rick Tocchet has 
Hughes digging in defensively, too, which is taking him to another level. 

The Miller Tale 
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The Canucks announced before the game that J.T. Miller is out week-to-
week with a lower-body injury. After he did not make the trip to Dallas on 
Sunday, Twitter reacted the way it usually does when an Athletic reporter 
suggested Miller may be held out of the lineup by the Canucks for trade 
purposes due to interest in him from other teams. That is possible.  

But if the Canucks have been getting serious trade calls on Miller, it’s a 
sudden development.  

Despite weeks of breathless conjecture ahead of last year’s trade 
deadline about competing bids for Miller (when he was having a career, 
99-point season and had a year left on a bargain contract), the Canucks 
actually got few real offers for the centre. It would be surprising now if 
any team is eager to acquire him with Miller possessing a seven-year, 
$56-million IOU that starts next season when he will be 30 years old. 

“I really don't think I'm getting traded; that's all I have to say,” Miller said 
last week. “It's a little different than last year. I've been wrong before but I 
don't think this is one of those times.” 

Not stand pat 

Of the six trades general manager Patrik Allvin has made for the 
Canucks since September, the quietest one also has the potential to be 
his most lopsided wins. It’s difficult to imagine him doing any worse than 
at least a tie by unloading depth defenceman Riley Stillman to the Buffalo 
Sabres on Monday for 19-year-old, second-tier prospect Josh Bloom. 

Maybe Bloom, a six-foot-two winger from Oakville, Ont., who has been a 
point-per-game player in the Ontario Hockey League this season, plays 
in the NHL or maybe he doesn’t. The third-round pick from two years ago 
certainly will be given the chance by the Canucks to grow into a 
professional player. 

But even if Bloom goes bust, shedding Stillman and his $1.35-million 
salary that has another year to run is a win. The Canucks should be able 
to replace Stillman with an equal or better player for about $500,000 less, 
and at least there is upside to Bloom. 

Playing defence on the Canucks has not been easy for anyone this 
season given the structural chaos that led to Tocchet replacing Bruce 
Boudreau as head coach on Jan. 22. But Stillman never found a spot and 
in the 32 games he did play, Vancouver was outscored 31-17 at five-on-
five while the defenceman built a goals-for percentage of just 44.2. 

It’s a tiny sample, but experienced minor-leaguers Christian Wolanin and 
Guillaume Brisebois noticeably outperformed Stillman when they were 
called up last week to the NHL. Each is making $750,000, as is Canuck 
depth defenceman Kyle Burroughs, who competed with Stillman for ice 
time. 

Tocchet immediately noticed Wolanin’s and Brisebois’ “structure,” which 
in hockey is a synonym for dependability and consistency, saying after 
Saturday’s 3-1 loss to the Boston Bruins: “I've got to give a lot of kudos to 
(Abbotsford Canucks coach) Jeremy Colliton down there because the 
guys we called up there, Brisebois and Wolanin, they're system guys. 
And I think it starts from Abbotsford.” 

Russian Roulette 

A wild card in Sunday’s no-risk trade with the New York Rangers for 
2018 ninth-overall draft pick Vitali Kravtsov is agent Dan Milstein, who 
helped facilitate the deal to Vancouver, where he also represents 
Kuzmenko and Ilya Mikheyev. 

Both Russians were brought to the Canucks by Milstein as free agents 
last summer, and each flourished as the organization made good on its 
commitment to provide ice time and prime roles for the wingers. When 
Kuzmenko signed a two-year, $11-million bridge deal in January, he told 
reporters: “I say to my agent, ‘I trust 100 per cent to you. When you say 
to me, Andrei, go to sign, I sign.’” 

Milstein and Allvin have built a strong relationship. They trust each other. 

Milstein will have made Kravtsov aware of the second chance he is 
getting with the Canucks after the 23-year-old bounced back and forth 
between the Rangers and the Kontinental Hockey League, managing 
only five goals in 48 games in the NHL during parts of two seasons. 

“I don't play a lot this season,” Kravtsov told reporters in a Zoom call after 
Monday’s morning skate in Dallas. “But I hope I can play more. I'm so 
happy to be here. I have to show. . . something to deserve more minutes. 

“My confidence right now, not as high as I want. But I'm going to try to 
build that in the games -- win the battles, do the right stuff on the ice and 
I hope it's going to grow every game, every day and every practice.” 

Acquired for speedy but injury-prone depth forward Will Lockwood, a 
former third-round pick who has spent most of his three seasons in the 
minors, Kravtsov made his Canuck debut against the Stars on a line with 
Jack Studnicka and Brock Boeser. He had one shot on net in 8:53 of ice 
time and was not scored against. 

Last stat 

Canucks star Elias Pettersson, who is having a breakout season as an 
elite two-way centre, had a career-high six blocks. His 71 blocked shots 
this season are third most in the NHL among forwards 
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Sportsnet.ca / 'We'll still be busy': Why Maple Leafs made McCabe trade, 
and may need one more move 

 

Luke Fox | February 27, 2023, 6:49 PM 

6–8 minutes 

 

SEATTLE – Jake McCabe and Sam Lafferty, the newest Toronto Maple 
Leafs and Chicago Blackhawks escapees, are already airborne for 
Seattle.  

Hobby guitarist Ryan O’Reilly and Noel Acciari are getting amped up for 
Monday night’s team outing to the Bruce Springsteen show.  

And general manager Kyle Dubas, having already signed off on two 
blockbusters, is standing inside the Four Seasons, back against the wall 
and eyes on the prize. He considers if he has one more encore in him 
ahead of Friday’s trade deadline. 

“I think we’ll still be busy and active and try to find if there’s any way that 
we can continue to improve. It’s at the balance now where you (ask): ‘Are 
you changing the group too much?’ ” says Dubas.  

“Every year we’re in it, with where we're at right now, we have to give the 
team the best chance to win.” 

For executives — and so many diehard, cap-studying, rumour-soaking 
fans — this is the most exciting time of the hockey calendar. 

“How do we situate ourselves to best compete? Because just being a fun 
matchup and being fun to watch isn't good enough for us,” Dubas says. 
“It’s trying to win.” 

If this regular-season superpower blows up in smoke, it won’t be for lack 
of trying. At least on the front office’s part. 

Since taking his current position as the Maple Leafs’ deal broker, Dubas 
has traded his first-round picks in 2019, 2020 (later recouped in the 
Kasperi Kanapen deal), 2021, 2022, 2023 and now 2025 in an effort to 
give the Auston Matthews–Mitch Marner–William Nylander–John 
Tavares–Morgan Rielly core repeated opportunities to defeat its greatest 
nemesis: Round 1. 
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With fellow Atlantic Division titans Boston (Dmitry Orlov, Garnet 
Hathaway) and Tampa Bay (Tanner Jeannot) loading up for April, too, 
Dubas refused to rest on the laurels of his O’Reilly and Acciari rentals, as 
seamlessly as the new forwards have embraced their roles. 

While Julien BriseBois was hawking long futures to bring in Jeannot 
Sunday night, Dubas went sleepless in Seattle, pushing McCabe and 
Lafferty across the finish line. 

In 204-pound McCabe, Dubas has landed his Jake Muzzin replacement. 
Or, rather, his best bang-for-buck option. Term and price are key. 

The Blackhawks will eat 50 per cent ($2 million) of McCabe’s cap hit this 
year as well as for 2023-24 and 2024-25, giving Toronto a top-four 
shutdown left shot at an extremely team-friendly price. 

McCabe kills penalties, blocks shots, and throws hits. He happily starts 
his shifts in the D-zone yet hasn’t been overwhelmed with minuses 
despite spending his entire career with non-playoff teams. He’s been on 
Dubas’s wish list since 2021’s free agency, when McCabe was coming 
off an ACL injury. 

“He’s played very well. He’s mostly been with Seth Jones there in 
Chicago and done a very good job for them. So, it gave us a good 
chance to see how he would play against top competition each night,” 
Dubas explains. 

As for McCabe’s zero games of playoff experience — very un-Muzzin-
like — Dubas points to former Leaf Ron Hainsey, whose long-deferred 
first postseason taste resulted in a Stanley Cup with the 2017 Pittsburgh 
Penguins. 

“I actually went back and forth with Ronnie this morning about that. You 
never know. You'd love to have guys who've all won before and all done 
it, but I just think the way (McCabe) plays is the best projection of how 
he's going to be in those moments.  

“He plays with high pressure physically. (He’s) competitive and doesn't 
really give an inch to people — and that's what we're going to need in 
those moments.” 

Lafferty, 27, will also be used in those moments.  

He, too, arrives with term, one more season at a modest $1.15-million hit. 
Lafferty is flying high with a career-best 10 goals and 21 points this 
season. Like Acciari, he brings speed and versatility and net-crashing to 
a Toronto bottom six that could use another competitive forechecker. 

A centre-wing hybrid, Lafferty will make Alexander Kerfoot or Pierre 
Engvall expendable next season, if not this one. 

“There’s no reason for us to really beat around it: We've wanted to 
become more competitive,” says Dubas. He points to the greasy brand of 
goals Lafferty, O’Reilly and Acciari can finish.  

“Something we feel like, in those big moments, we've needed and maybe 
we've lacked a little bit of, to just kind of push us over the top,” Dubas 
says. 

“We know we have guys that can score from anywhere at the top of the 
lineup. It's finding guys that can chip in more from the bottom, and we 
think Noel and Sam can do that.” 

Even with retained salary, Dubas’s latest swing leaves the Leafs so tight 
to the cap ceiling ($2.77 million) that something must give to slide 
goaltender Matt Murray off long-term injured reserve this week — which 
the GM hopes is still the plan. 

(Our opinion: With Murray’s availability in question, there is still time to 
explore the rent-a-goalie market.) 

“We went through this last year, to where we thought we were gonna 
have to make another move, and then Rasmus Sandin got hurt in 
Nashville (right before the Mark Giordano trade) and missed the 
remainder of the year,” Dubas reminds.  

“An old friend of mine always used to say, ‘When time is on your side, 
use it.’ So, we'll do that here. But we kind of know where everything is at. 
We’ll see what happens in the subsequent couple games here in 
Edmonton and Calgary and then be able to adapt from there.” 

The East is a beast.  

Excellent, stacked hockey clubs will get shredded early.  

The task is monumental and painfully overdue. 

But Dubas, chips pushed in, believes it is his “duty” to give the Maple 
Leafs their best chance at getting over the hump once and for all. 

“You’re going to have two teams that are in the top six, if it finishes this 
way, playing in the first round. Which is great for the fans, but it’s really 
tough when you're competing,” Dubas says.  

“But I think we relish it. And I think we need it, actually. I think of all 
teams, we should be embracing it and being ready to go for it.” 

Is it April yet? 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 02.28.2023 

1269989 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Sharks’ Karlsson would welcome deadline trade to 
contender, but not expecting one 

 

Eric Engels 

4–5 minutes 

 

San Jose, Calif. — A day after seeing superstar teammate Timo Meier 
shipped out in a trade with the New Jersey Devils involving 12 other 
pieces, Erik Karlsson stood at his stall at the San Jose Sharks’ practice 
facility fielding questions about his future. 

He’s been facing them for weeks. Whether he’s yearning for the 
opportunity to join a contender or not, while in the midst of his best 
season in six years and on pace to put up the most productive season in 
Sharks history. But the odds-on favourite for the Norris Trophy, who 
leads all NHL defencemen with 19 goals and 58 assists, isn’t expecting 
to be traded at the March 3 deadline. 

Even if he’d like to be. 

“It sucks in a way,” the 32-year-old said. “It is what it is, unfortunately. But 
me and my family enjoy it here. We’ve had a good year, and I’m happy 
playing hockey. 

“But to not play important games and have a chance to play in the 
playoffs is tough, and it’s not something that really intrigues me too 
much.” 

Were it not for Karlsson’s contract, things would assuredly be different. 

The Swede counts for $11.5 million on the salary cap for four more years 
after this one. His actual salary is barely diminishing in three of those 
years and will still be $7.5 million in the final one. No contending teams 
could afford to take it on in full at this juncture, and it’s unimaginable the 
Sharks would be willing to eat the amount of money they’d have to in 
order to facilitate a trade right now. 

When we spoke with one general manager about it two weeks ago, he 
quipped, “Do you know of any owners willing to pay $20 million to a 
player to not only not play for them but play on a rival team?” 

Point taken. 

It wasn’t surprising to hear Sharks GM Mike Grier tell San Jose reporters 
Sunday, after completing the Meier trade to redeem multiple picks, top 
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prospect Shakir Mukhamadullin and other prospects, say a Karlsson deal 
was essentially off the table. 

“I mean, there’s teams that still always want to check in,” Grier said. 
“When you’ve got a great player like that who can make a difference and 
maybe win you the Stanley Cup, I think there’s always a little bit of 
interest. But at the same time, I think with five days to go before the 
deadline to make everything work, it might be something that’s difficult to 
pull off. 

“At the end of the day if someone wants him bad enough, as they say, 
where there’s a will there’s a way. I don’t know for sure but at this time 
I’m anticipating him being here for the rest of the season.” 

Karlsson’s not expecting any different. 

When he was asked if he’d welcome a trade, he dismissed it even being 
a possibility. 

Karlsson has a full no-movement clause and hasn’t been asked by Grier 
to lift it. 

“It’s never been raised to me, and I think it would be weird if he comes 
now with three days left to ask me to waive my no-move,” Karlsson said. 
“We’ve had plenty of time for that. If that was the case, I’m not too 
worried about anything. I’m just here to play hockey and enjoy my time.” 

The chances he remains in San Jose and eclipses Brent Burns to post 
the Sharks’ best season by a defenceman—Burns had 83 in 2018-19—
are very high. 

Afterwards, Karlsson trade rumours will once again come into focus. 

“Where you can kind of get your ducks in a row and all that, and figure 
out how to make the money work, it’s probably easier in the offseason,” 
Grier said. 

If there was any doubt Karlsson would welcome that idea then, it was all 
but removed when he responded to a question about his future with the 
Sharks beyond this season. 

“When you trade a guy like Timo, I don’t think that shows that this is 
going to be a quick turnaround,” Karlsson said. “It’s unfortunate, but I 
understand it. I’ve been around the game long enough to understand 
what needs to be done from an organizational standpoint. It just sucks 
that I happen to be where I’m at at this stage of my career.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / David Poile leaves complex legacy as Barry Trotz takes 
over in Nashville 

 

Adam Vingan February 27, 2023, 11:13 AM 

4–6 minutes 

 

NASHVILLE -- How should David Poile be remembered? 

It’s complicated. Poile, who will retire as Nashville Predators general 
manager and president of hockey operations on June 30, is the 
winningest GM in NHL history. He has been in charge of a team for 40 
consecutive years, starting with the Washington Capitals in 1982-83. 
Such longevity is unheard-of in professional sports. 

Poile consistently built competitive teams, many times on a shoestring 
budget. But he never won the Stanley Cup in 29 post-season 
appearances — 14 with the Capitals and 15 with the Predators. The 
closest he came was in 2016-17, when the Predators fell two wins short 
of a championship. It was Poile’s only trip to the final. 

Locally, public opinion of Poile has fallen sharply over the past few years 
as he tried and failed to recapture the Predators’ glory days, which led to 
risky trades and questionable contracts. 

The Predators will be paying Kyle Turris $2 million per season until 2028 
after buying out the six-year contract they gave him following a 
November 2017 trade. They could certainly use an All-Star scorer like 
Kevin Fiala, whom they traded for Mikael Granlund in February 2019. 
Eeli Tolvanen’s breakout with the Seattle Kraken reflects poorly on Poile, 
who waived the first-round pick earlier this season.  

To that end, Poile’s decision to step down is the most universally praised 
move he has made in a while. By his own admission, Poile felt it was 
time for a change. For the first time since 2014, the Predators are sellers 
at the trade deadline and are likely to miss the playoffs. Nino Niederreiter 
and Tanner Jeannot are gone, and others are sure to join them by 
Friday. 

“Our play this season, to be honest with you, it makes me feel I probably 
have made the right decision,” he told The Tennessean. “It might be 
better for a new voice and somebody to take this team in a new 
direction.” 

That new voice is a familiar one — Barry Trotz, who helped Poile build 
the expansion Predators from the ground up, down to picking out the 
carpet for what is now known as Bridgestone Arena. Trotz, who turned 
down coaching jobs to transition into management, will serve as an 
advisor to Poile for the next few months before taking over July 1. 

If anyone can make the leap from the bench to the front office, it is Trotz, 
who has seen and done it all in hockey. Just as important is that Trotz 
has spent the past nine years elsewhere, winning the Stanley Cup in 
Washington and working with Lou Lamoriello in New York. Trotz's 
standing as a franchise icon — and the fact he is not Poile — will buy him 
time to settle into the job and put his stamp on the team.  

Trotz will have his work cut out for him. The Predators’ roster is filled with 
burdensome contracts. Roman Josi ($9.059 million cap hit), Filip 
Forsberg ($8.5 million), Matt Duchene ($8 million), Ryan Johansen ($8 
million), Ryan McDonagh ($6.75 million) and Mattias Ekholm ($6.25 
million) are all signed through at least 2024-25. All but Johansen are 
signed through at least the following season. Forsberg, 28, is the 
youngest of the group. 

The Predators have historically struggled to draft and develop franchise-
changing forwards. Trotz will have plenty of cracks at it after Poile 
acquired six total draft picks for Niederreiter and Jeannot, the latter of 
whom fetched five from the Tampa Bay Lightning in a Sunday night 
stunner. 

The timing of Poile’s retirement announcement takes the heat off him at a 
critical juncture for the franchise and allows him to have a farewell tour of 
sorts. 

Poile should be commended for turning Nashville into a full-fledged 
hockey market and helping to create indelible memories. But his legacy 
was at risk of being tarnished in town if he held on for much longer. At 
73, he clearly did not have the stomach to oversee a rebuild. 

Poile said it best to The Tennessean: “I think I’m doing the right thing for 
the Predators.” 

It is now Trotz's job to figure out how to guide the Predators back to 
contention. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens Trade Deadline Preview: Injuries will make it 
tough to be active 
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Eric Engels February 27, 2023, 8:26 AM 

9–11 minutes 

 

SAN JOSE, Calif. — It has been a couple of weeks since teams around 
the NHL began sitting players out of games for “trade-related purposes” 
while the Montreal Canadiens have been impatiently waiting to get their 
injured players back into them just to be able to potentially trade them 
before Friday's deadline. 

Sean Monahan, who’s been out of action with a lower-body since the first 
week of December, was essentially ruled out of that process on Saturday 
night, when it was announced he wouldn’t travel with the Canadiens on 
Sunday to San Jose. 

They’ll play the Sharks on Tuesday and the Los Angeles Kings on 
Thursday without the 28-year-old centre, and the chances they capitalize 
on what his value was perceived to be before he was forced to the 
sidelines are practically nil. 

The Canadiens got a first-round pick just for taking Monahan and his 
expiring $6.375-million cap hit from the Calgary Flames last summer, and 
it was looking like a legitimate possibility they’d get another one ahead of 
the deadline after he posted 17 points in 25 games. 

But now that Monahan, who has a vast injury history, has spent months 
on the sidelines and remains there indeterminately, the Canadiens would 
be fortunate to convince another team to take a chance on him in a trade 
that would bring back a fifth- or sixth-round pick which — at best — could 
escalate into something as high as a second-rounder if he reaches a 
certain threshold of games as part of a deep playoff run with an acquiring 
team. 

Even with half his cap hit and salary retained by the Canadiens, that’ll be 
a tough sell. 

Moving Joel Edmundson won’t be much easier. 

The six-foot-five, 221-pound defenceman has missed the last month with 
what’s been labelled an upper-body injury, which is all but certainly the 
same back malaise that cost him 58 games a season ago and the first 10 
to start this campaign. 

Even if he’ll be back on the ice Monday with the Canadiens, and even if 
he plays the Sharks and/or the Kings, the possibility he’ll show well 
enough to quell whatever concerns suitors may have about his health is 
negligible. 

If Edmundson’s $3.5-million cap hit were expiring at the end of this 
season and the Canadiens were willing to eat half of it, perhaps someone 
would step up and pay full value for him. Heck, the physicality and 
proven track record of the player as a Stanley Cup winner and key 
playoff contributor could still prove attractive, even if he’s still under 
contract for one more season. 

But considering how much time Edmundson has missed, the Canadiens 
are hardly sitting in a position to extract good value right now. 

If they can’t, they’ll kick the can down the road with Edmundson, even if 
they’ve got some maneuvering to do ahead of next season to create 
space on their blue line for all their young, emerging players. 

The Canadiens are hoping to have the chance to clean things up at 
forward and would be willing to accept marginal returns on certain 
players they’re making available, but that opportunity isn’t guaranteed to 
be available to them. 

Meanwhile, Evgenii Dadonov was shipped to the Dallas Stars for 26-
year-old Denis Gurianov in a swap of forwards on Sunday morning. It 
was a low-risk move with potential for high reward if Gurianov can exploit 
his considerable talent to prove he’s worth the $2.9-million qualifying 
offer he’s due at the end of this season. 

He appeared to have so much promise just a few years ago — notching 
20 goals in the regular season before putting up 17 points over the Stars’ 
27-game run to within two wins of the 2020 Stanley Cup — but Gurianov 
has been a shell of that player since, and his questionable hockey sense 
and defensive commitment left too much to be desired for coach Peter 
DeBoer to rely on him in a meaningful role. 

DeBoer knows and trusts Dadonov after having coached him during in 
Las Vegas last year. The Stars, who freed up a bit of cap room by also 
having the Canadiens retain half of Dadonov’s $5.2-million hit, are hoping 
that familiarity makes this a good bet for them. 

The Canadiens are hoping a clean slate for Gurianov under Martin St. 
Louis makes this a great one for them. That so many players have 
already turned things around under the Hall-of-Fame-player-turned-
coach over the last year made them more inclined to take Gurianov over 
a fourth- or fifth-round pick in 2024. 

If this latest reclamation project fails, the Canadiens can elect to wash 
their hands of Gurianov by not qualifying him and allowing him to walk as 
an unrestricted free agent. Considering they initially took Dadonov just to 
rid themselves of the remainder of Shea Weber’s contract, they’re 
coming out of this whole situation neutral at worst. 

Executive vice-president of hockey operations Jeff Gorton and general 
manager Kent Hughes are hoping to earn some wins in transactions 
between now and Friday, though, even if they’re not overly confident 
there will be much action. 

Projected deadline day cap space: $4.138M 

Contracts: 47/50 

Cap space committed to 2023-24: $72.941 million (committed to 15 
players) 

Draft picks 

Needs 

Futures of any kind. 

That’s what the Canadiens are after, whether they be players who still 
have upside like Gurianov, prospects or picks. 

Potential targets 

Unlike some other teams we’re previewing here at Sportsnet, the 
Canadiens don’t have hard targets we can list off. 

The prospect of them shocking the hockey world by buying assets — 
they certainly won’t be renting them — is alive but infinitesimal. And 
knowing that, it would be purely speculative to suggest a name or two 
they may look to add. 

We know the Canadiens would love to obtain a third first-round pick for 
this upcoming draft, but the chances of that were all but eliminated with 
the injuries Monahan and Edmundson sustained. 

Assets to trade 

Even if Monahan and Edmundson would both be tough to move, both are 
still in play. 

So is Jonathan Drouin. 

Whether or not any team will take him is another story. Drouin hasn’t 
scored a goal since January 2022, and even if he’s put up 13 assists 
over his last 17 games, played consistently well since late January, has a 
history of elevating his game in the playoffs, and comes at half his $5.5-
million price tag, there just might not be a team willing to give up anything 
of worth for him. 

Could one come calling at 2:45 p.m. ET on Friday just to scoop the 27-
year-old up on the cheap? Sure. 

But that might be the only way Drouin moves. 
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Hughes should be in consideration for GM of the year if he can push 
Mike Hoffman out without having to give up draft picks to do it. He’s 
going to try, and power to him if he succeeds, but it’s more likely he’ll be 
stuck with him through the deadline. 

We know Canadiens fans saw Nino Niederreiter — who has one year 
after this one at $4 million and 28 points on the season — get traded 
from Minnesota to Winnipeg for a 2024 second-round pick earlier this 
week and thought that might be a template for a Hoffman trade because 
the player also has one year left after this one at $4.5 million on the cap 
and has 27 points. But they’re fantasizing on that. 

Trading Christian Dvorak seems far out of reach, too. Sure, centres are 
always in demand and Dvorak can be a serviceable one, but he still has 
two years left under contract after this one and counts annually on the 
cap for $4.45 million. 

It’s conceivable a couple of teams will come calling on Josh Anderson. 
Some might even be willing to pay a hefty price for the power forward 
who has 18 goals and a $5.5-million cap hit through 2027. 

But whether or not they’d pay as much as Hughes would be asking for is 
debatable, especially ahead of the deadline. 

We don’t think Hughes will trade David Savard, either. We don’t think 
Hughes is trying to trade Savard. The player’s value is higher to the 
Canadiens than it likely is to anyone coveting him. 

Other considerations 

• The Canadiens have let teams know they’re willing to use their cap 
space and be a third-party broker in deals requiring one. But with just 
over $4 million in space and 47 contracts on the books, they’d be limited 
to serve in this role — especially if they aren’t able to move any players 
out before the deadline. They also have incentive to save some room for 
college free agents and their own college prospects (like Sean Farrell 
and Jayden Struble). 

• One of the most interesting things to monitor between now and Friday 
will be which players get placed on the Laval Rocket roster to be made 
eligible for the AHL playoffs. Once those players are papered to Laval, 
the Canadiens only have four non-emergency recalls they can make from 
post-deadline through end of season. 
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TSN.CA / Dubas adds edge to Leafs as challenging playoff path looms 

 

Mark Masters 

14–18 minutes 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs. 
Leafs general manager Kyle Dubas held a media availability at the team 
hotel in Seattle on Monday ahead of Wednesday’s game against the 
Oilers in Edmonton. 

Kyle Dubas isn't shy about what he's been trying to do ahead of Friday’s 
NHL trade deadline.  

"There is no reason for us to really beat around it," the Leafs general 
manager said. "We have wanted to become more competitive." 

Last week, Dubas added forwards Ryan O'Reilly and Noel Acciari from 
the St. Louis Blues. On Monday, it was defenceman Jake McCabe and 
forward Sam Lafferty coming over in a trade with the Chicago 
Blackhawks.  

"Just being a fun matchup and being fun to watch isn't good enough for 
us," Dubas said. "We need to win." 

After six straight opening-round playoff exits, the pressure to break 
through seems greater than ever. Dubas is in the final year of his 
contract.  

"I wouldn't say it feels like pressure," the 37-year-old insisted. "You feel a 
duty in this job to do everything you can to help the group of people that 
are a part of it. We are fortunate to have great staff and great players that 
deserve everything from my end to help them get over the top and reach 
their potential, which is to win." 

The Leafs sit fourth in the league standings, but face a daunting 
postseason path through the Atlantic Division bracket with a rematch 
against the Tampa Bay Lightning, who are fifth overall, in the first round 
with the NHL-best Boston Bruins likely waiting in the second round.  

"We know it is going to be really tough," Dubas acknowledged. "We have 
been through it before. We know these are elite, elite competitors. At this 
moment, on both sides of this format in the East, you are going to have 
two teams that are in the top six — if it finishes this way — playing each 
other in the first round. It is great for the fans, but it is really tough when 
you are competing. I think we relish it. I think we need it, actually. I think 
we, of all times, should be embracing it and ready to go for it." 

The Lightning picked up feisty forward Tanner Jeannot from the Nashville 
Predators on Sunday. The Bruins added defenceman Dmitry Orlov and 
forward Garnet Hathaway last week. Dubas is doing his part in the 
Eastern Conference arms race.  

"This, to me, is the most fun time," he said with a smile. "As I said to the 
guys this morning as we were pushing it past the finish line ... the 
moments when you are just getting a trade you have been working on to 
the finish line are the most exciting part of it." 

McCabe and Lafferty are expected to take part in practice on Tuesday 
before the team flies to Edmonton ahead of Wednesday's game against 
the Oilers.  

Dubas on McCabe, Lafferty: This helps us in 'the battle that's to come' 

Kyle Dubas addresses his latest deal that saw the Maple Leafs acquire 
Jake McCabe and Sam Lafferty from the Blackhawks. He explains why 
the term on both players' contracts made it an easy decision to complete 
the trade, and said this only strengthens the team for the battle that's to 
come in the playoffs. 

The cervical spine injury suffered by Jake Muzzin just four games into the 
season left a big hole in the top four of Toronto's defence. Enter McCabe, 
who posted a team best plus-7 on the rebuilding Blackhawks while 
logging tough minutes beside Seth Jones on the top pair. Dubas has had 
his eye on McCabe since the lefty became a free agent in the summer of 
2021.  

"We just always liked how physical and competitive he is in the neutral 
zone combined with how he can defend and move the puck. He seems to 
relish that role," Dubas said. "Once we kind of got through the salary part 
with Chicago, it just kind of fits and makes sense." 

The Blackhawks retained 50 per cent of the salary so McCabe is on the 
Leafs books at $2 million and still has two more years on his deal.  

"He is just 29 years old now and just turned 29," Dubas added. 
"Compared to the others on the market, he is one of the younger of the 
group." 

McCabe started his career in Buffalo so he's never suited up in the 
Stanley Cup playoffs.  

"You would love to have guys who have all won before," Dubas said. "But 
I think the way he plays is the best projection of how he is going to be in 
those moments. He plays with high pressure. He is physical and 
competitive. He doesn't really give an inch to people. That is what we are 
going to need in those moments. We think it is going to translate well." 
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Dubas also pointed out that former Leafs defenceman Ron Hainsey won 
the Stanley Cup with the Pittsburgh Penguins in his first ever NHL playoff 
appearance.  

"Luckily, knowing Ronnie a little bit from having him here gave me more 
comfort," Dubas said.  

Biron: McCabe and Lafferty 'have a lot to offer' the Leafs 

TSN's Martin Biron praises Leafs general manager Kyle Dubas for the 
move to acquire defenceman Jake McCabe and forward Sam Lafferty 
from the Blackhawks, and discusses what they bring to the team and 
how they can now counter teams like Tampa Bay and Boston. 

Lafferty scored 10 goals in 51 games this season in Chicago. He has 
another year on his contract with a cap hit of $1.15 million.  

"The speed is the No. 1 thing that he brings but also the versatility," 
Dubas said. "He is able to play centre and is able to play wing. With 
competitiveness and tenacity on the forecheck, he is able to create 
turnovers up the ice and be physical and really competitive. This year, it 
has gone in for him more because he puts himself in those opportunities 
with his forechecking ability to get in behind the D. We are getting him for 
his ability to defend, forecheck, be competitive, and bring great speed to 
our team. He adds another layer of competitiveness, as with O'Reilly and 
Acciari, up front." 

The Leafs have managed to score just three goals in the deciding game 
in the four playoff series with Dubas at the helm.  

"The thing about all three of the forwards we have acquired is that they 
have also proven — Sam more so this year than in previous, but with 
Noel and Ryan — that they can score and they can score in tight to the 
net, where we are going to have to find a way and haven't found a way in 
key moments in the past," Dubas said. "It is something we feel like we've 
needed in those big moments and we have maybe lacked a little bit of to 
push us over the top." 

Toronto's bottom six produced just two goals in 5-on-5 play during last 
year's seven-game series against Tampa Bay.  

"We know we have guys who can score from anywhere at the top of the 
lineup," Dubas noted. "It is more about finding guys who can chip in more 
from the bottom. We think Noel and Sam can do that."  

Weekes: 'Leafs are all in' after McCabe, Lafferty deal 

With the Maple Leafs picking up defenceman Jake McCabe and forward 
Sam Lafferty from the Blackhawks on Monday, Kevin Weekes joins 
SportsCentre to share his thoughts on the move and why it's very clear 
that Toronto is now 'all in.' 

Dubas may not be done.  

"We will still be busy and active and try to find if there is any way we can 
continue to improve," he said.  

Dubas may actually need to make another move once Matt Murray is 
ready to return. At the moment, the Leafs don't have the cap space to 
activate the goalie from the long-term injured reserve.  

"We went through this last year, too, where we thought we were going to 
have to make another move and Rasmus Sandin got hurt in Nashville [in 
the final game before the trade deadline] and missed the remainder of 
the year. An old friend of mine used to say, 'When time is on your side, 
use it.' We will do that here. We kind of know where everything is at, but 
we will see where everything is at after the subsequent couple of games 
here in Edmonton and Calgary [on Thursday] and be able to adapt from 
there." 

Murray returned to practice on Saturday and accompanied the Leafs on 
the road trip, which started Sunday in Seattle. It looks like he'll be ready 
to return this week.  

"It is tracking that way," Dubas confirmed. "He is continuing to skate and 
participate more and more. It looks good on that front. We sure hope so." 

Murray, who is coming back from an ankle injury, hasn't played since 
Jan. 17.  

The Leafs will play in Vancouver on Saturday before wrapping up the trip 
next Tuesday, March 7, in New Jersey.  

Dreger details Toronto's trade with Chicago, says Leafs may not be done 
dealing 

TSN Hockey Insider Darren Dreger explains why the acquisitions of Jake 
McCabe and Sam Lafferty give Sheldon Keefe more options to try and 
help the Leafs make a deep run in the playoffs this year, and says the 
Leafs may not be done dealing. 

With four new players already added, Dubas will be careful about altering 
the chemistry of this group too much moving forward.  

"It is a balance where you kind of [wonder if you're] changing the group 
too much," Dubas said. "But the guys have received Noel and Ryan so 
well. I think being on the road has helped."  

Four of the five games since the trade with the Blues have been on the 
road.  

"Those guys have integrated about as seamlessly as I hoped," Dubas 
continued. "I think they are planning on going to the [Bruce] Springsteen 
concert tonight, which will be great. I personally think that is outstanding 
for a number of reasons (smile), but it will be good for those guys to 
come together as well." 

"It's a good time," Ilya Samsonov said following Sunday's win, "25 friends 
come to the road trip all together so it will be fun."  

Leafs' Samsonov enjoys his view as '25 friends come to the road' 

Ilya Samsonov is growing in confidence. "I just play and enjoy," the Leafs 
goalie said after picking up a third straight win Sunday. "We come to the 
road trip with the boys. Twenty-five friends come to the road trip all 
together so it will be fun." Samsonov stopped 26 of 27 shots during his 
first game in Seattle. "It's nice city," he said. "It's good view in the 
window. Maybe just for my room." 

Of course, there's already great chemistry throughout the roster with 
Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner being the headliners. That dynamic 
dup ripped up the league last season with Matthews scoring 60 goals 
and Marner picking up 97 points. This year, however, they started slow 
and got split up on Nov. 12.  

On Sunday, the pair started a game together for just the second time 
since the November split. Matthews scored twice while Marner picked up 
three assists during a 5-1 win over the Kraken.  

"You are thrilled to see it come together like that in terms of how they 
scored and the jump Auston had being all around the net and all around 
the puck," coach Sheldon Keefe said.  

Matthews snapped a four-game goal drought and seemed relieved 
afterwards. 

"It always feels good to see it go in, I mean, I can't lie," Matthews said. 
"You try not to get discouraged, but it's hard not to sometimes. You see it 
go in and you get a little extra pep in your step." 

It was only the third multi-goal game of the season for Matthews, who 
posted 15 such games last season en route to the Hart Trophy.  

Matthews has scored 28 goals through 53 games this season.   

"I don't think we have any doubt that he's going to continue to create 
chances and he's going to capitalize," said captain John Tavares. "He's 
just too good of a player. You know, you're talking about a top two, top 
three player in the world." 

Before heading out West, Matthews lamented that the "game of inches" 
had gone against him this season. His shooting percentage has dipped 
to 12.8. Last year, he scored on 17. 2 per cent of his shots.  
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Playing with Marner may help Matthews get scoring at that rate once 
more.   

"He's just dialed in," Matthews said. "You can just see it every game. I 
mean, he just makes unbelievable plays. He's got great poise. A lot of fun 
to watch, a lot of fun to play with and we want to continue to keep this 
going throughout this road trip."  

Shot attempts favoured the Leafs 16-6 with Matthews, Marner and 
Michael Bunting on the ice Sunday, per NaturalStatTrick.com. 

"We really were just on the puck, forcing turnovers on the other end and 
just staying on it, staying hungry," said Matthews. "Felt good to get that 
momentum back." 

Reunion with Marner helps Matthews regain offensive momentum 

Starting on a line with Mitch Marner for the first time since Jan. 25, 
Auston Matthews scored twice on Sunday in Seattle. "It's always feels 
good to see it go in, I mean, I can’t lie," Matthews said. "You get a little 
extra pep in your step." Marner assisted on both goals. "He's just dialled 
in," Matthews said. "You can just see it every game." 

After scoring on Sunday, Tavares is up to three goals and three assists in 
five games since moving to the wing.  

"It continues to get a little bit more comfortable," the 32-year-old said. "I 
still think there's a lot of opportunity for growth ... The toughest thing for 
me is being in the shot lanes and reading some of those things 
defensively that I'm not quite used to." 

Tavares has been playing alongside O'Reilly since the Selke Trophy 
winner came over from St. Louis.  

"He has adjusted well," said Keefe. "Moving from centre to wing is really 
not that big of a deal. I think we make a bigger deal of it than it really is. 
We make a big deal of it with a guy who has played so long in the middle, 
of course, but in terms of the actual play and making the adjustment, 
probably the biggest thing is just accepting it and being in the right place 
mentally. Certainly, John has been right from the time I discussed it with 
him. He just continues to play. He has fit in well with O'Reilly. He is going 
to the net. Pucks are getting there. He is as good as anybody in the 
league in that area." 

Tavares knocked in another puck from the doorstep against the Kraken. 
It was his 27th goal of the campaign, which matches his total from all of 
last season.  

Tavares still adjusting to wing: 'It's a great opportunity for me' 

In five games since moving to left wing, John Tavares has produced 
three goals and three assists. "It continues to get a little bit more 
comfortable, but I still think there's a lot of opportunity for growth," the 
Leafs captain said. "It's a great opportunity." What's the biggest 
adjustment? "The toughest thing for me is being in the shot lanes and 
reading things defensively," Tavares said. 

The Leafs are scheduled to hold a practice at 12:30 p.m. PT on Tuesday 
at the Kraken Community Iceplex. 
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TSN.CA / Flames keep the faith ahead of crucial stretch 

 

Salim Valji 

4–5 minutes 

 

Just four points out of the Western Conference playoff picture with four 
days to go before the NHL trade deadline, the Calgary Flames remain 

confident they can claw their way back into the race but they’ll have to 
get on some sort of a winning streak, Salim Valji writes. 

The Calgary Flames are four points out of the playoff picture in the 
Western Conference four days ahead of the NHL trade deadline, but the 
players remain confident that this group can claw its way back into the 
race – starting with home games against two elite opponents in the 
Boston Bruins and Toronto Maple Leafs. 

“We’ve got a handful of days here before the deadline and we want to 
bolster our position as good as we can and put ourselves in a spot to 
maybe pursue some opportunities to make our team better,” veteran 
winger Blake Coleman said Monday. “We feel that the team can get there 
and, if we do, we can make some noise.” 

“We’ve had a lot of one-goal games this year,” blueliner Rasmus 
Andersson added. “We’ve been in almost every game this year. It’s 
frustrating, obviously…Every single person in this room believes we have 
a good team. We know what we’re capable of when we’re playing our 
best and now’s a good time to play our best.” 

Tyler Toffoli said that the team recently met as a group where they went 
over the importance of this upcoming stretch of games. 

“We talked about the little things we have to do,” he said. “I think that’s 
going to go a long way in finding ways to win and coming together as a 
group…what we have to do to win, coming together as a group, and 
taking care of games at home. 

Andersson was asked about the noisiness of the trade deadline, with the 
blueliner joking that it’s the media that make the noise and that they know 
about deals before players do. 

“I hope they do something [make a trade] obviously, but it’s not my job,” 
he said. 

Before Friday, a historically great Boston Bruins team comes to town. 
The Bruins have an 0.819 points percentage, which, if sustained until the 
end of the season, would be the second-highest points percentage for 
any team in the post-Original Six era.    

Fresh off three straight games away from the Saddledome where they 
went 1-1-1 against Arizona, Vegas, and Colorado, the Flames have had 
their challenges this season with their first game back following a road 
trip. Head coach Darryl Sutter has called those struggles out publicly, 
saying they lacked the effort and emotional engagement in those 
contests. This season, Calgary is 22nd in points at home and 23rd in 
goals scored at home. On the road, they are 12th and 10th in those 
areas, respectively. 

“At home, we’ve been really up and down,” he said. “I have so much 
respect for the fan and the building, and I expect the players to have that 
also.” 

Bigger picture, the Flames have to get on some sort of a streak to 
contend for playoff positioning; the kind of run fans have been anxious to 
see all season. They have yet to win more than three consecutive games 
this year, and have not won more than two straight since Jan. 21 and 23.  

“Obviously we’re playing two really good teams,” Toffoli said. “Our goal is 
to take it game by game. We have to believe in ourselves and we have to 
go out and do it ourselves.” 

Despite that inconsistency, everyone who spoke on Monday feels they 
have the necessary ingredients in the locker room to go on that run, but 
that there is no more time for excuses with 22 games left. 

“We’ve just got to believe and get on a roll,” Andersson said. 

“It’s kind of now-or-never time for us,” Coleman agreed. 

-- 

MONDAY LINES 

Dube-Lindholm-Toffoli 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 28, 2023 

 

Pelletier-Kadri-Huberdeau 

Mangiapane-Backlund-Coleman 

Lucic-Lewis-Duehr 

Ruzicka, Ritchie  

Andersson-Weegar 

Tanev-Hanifin 

Zadorov-Gilbert 

Mackey 

Vladar 

Flames’ emergency backup goalie (Jacob Markstrom was missing 
because his partner gave birth) 
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TSN.CA / McCabe could be the quiet prize of NHL trade deadline 

 

Travis Yost 

5–6 minutes 

 

If you have been paying attention to NHL trade speculation, you know 
that much of the focus on the blueline has concerned a trio of names. 

Arizona’s Jakob Chychrun has been the most alluring, in large part 
because of his contract. Columbus’ early-season flameout meant a lot of 
rumors concerning the availability of Vladislav Gavrikov. And then, of 
course, there’s the San Jose Sharks and Erik Karlsson. They are three 
very different players in three very different circumstances. 

Teams in the market for defenders are continuously evaluating the 
acquisition cost as the March 3 deadline approaches. But most 
importantly, they will evaluate fit. If you are a buyer at the deadline, you 
know you are going to pay a premium to acquire a player. What 
ultimately matters is if the core capabilities of the lineup improves after 
the trade. 

That’s why I want to shift focus a  to a defender who isn’t getting nearly 
as much attention, but is a player who  can move the needle for a team in 
need. That’s 29-year-old middle-pairing defenceman Jake McCabe in 
Chicago. McCabe has made a career out of playing for truly terrible 
teams, but therein lies the beauty of McCabe as an acquisition target: we 
have yet to see him play within a competitive lineup but he’s still been 
able to produce at a high level. 

It's easy to find players who underperform on bad teams; it’s much more 
difficult to tease out players who are creating value despite everything 
around them breaking down. To find these “diamond in the rough” type of 
players, one bar they must clear is sustained outperformance – that is, 
the performance of their team is materially better with them on the ice 
than without. 

Consider the below plot, which shows how the Buffalo Sabres and 
Chicago Blackhawks (by year) played both with and without McCabe on 
the ice. 

Let’s start with real goal scoring at even strength: 

Goal differentials can be volatile in any given season, which is why it’s so 
encouraging to see such a long-term trend – McCabe has logged nearly 
500 games over the past eight seasons – that’s favourable to McCabe. 
Over this period, the Sabres and Blackhawks were 10 per cent more 
effective on the attack and 8 per cent more effective at suppressing goals 

against with McCabe on the ice. And consider who McCabe was playing 
with over these years: 

I think it’s fair to say that, perhaps absent Jones, McCabe hasn’t had very 
much to work with in the first half of his career. He’s generally been stuck 
on second pairings with middle-six forwards in front, which on a bad team 
can be the perfect recipe to sink a player’s goal differential. But that’s not 
the case. 

Let’s look at expected goals now, an important step to neutralize the 
effects of goaltender performance (in both directions) on a player’s goal 
differentials: 

McCabe’s career expected goal rates are in line with his real goal 
differentials. What’s clear here is Buffalo and Chicago  were territorially 
more dangerous with McCabe on the ice, driving more play into the 
offensive zone and dealing with fewer high-pressure shifts in the 
defensive third. 

What’s fascinating about McCabe – whether you are watching video or 
looking at this data – is that prior to this season, most of what 
distinguished himself as a player was his ability to suppress activity in 
front of the goaltender, limiting teams to one-and-done attacking 
sequences and protecting the interior. But McCabe is seeing real 
outperformance in the offensive zone this season, perhaps owing to 
playing with the very few Blackhawks forwards (e.g. Patrick Kane, Max 
Domi) who can threaten a defence. 

At any rate, McCabe has the statistical profile of a player who could see 
a big step up in performance if surrounded by better linemates on a 
quality team. He’s always beaten expectations, even if those 
expectations have been perpetually low. 

And as a physical blueliner on a very friendly contract, I suspect a 
handful of savvy teams to bid on him aggressively over the next few 
days. There are ways to improve your team without sacrificing your future 
until the end of time, and McCabe offers just that for the playoff-
contending crowd. 
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TSN.CA / Aliu says GTHL rejected organization that would have assured 
spots for BIPOC players 

 

Rick Westhead 

21–27 minutes 

 

Warning: This story contains language that may be upsetting to some 
readers. 

Former National Hockey League player Akim Aliu says the Greater 
Toronto Hockey League (GTHL) and directors of its AAA clubs for nearly 
two years stonewalled his bid for an expansion organization that would 
have assured roster spots for BIPOC players, had mandates for female 
representation and people of colour in managerial positions, and had the 
financial backing of major sponsors. 

Aliu and his partners first outlined their plans for a proposed GTHL 
organization, which would have featured teams from house league to 
AAA and be called the Toronto Dream, in an April 2021 meeting with the 
GTHL and the Ontario Hockey Federation, the body responsible for 
approving new AAA hockey organizations in the province. 

Following that meeting, Aliu said the GTHL’s top officials repeatedly 
delayed deciding on his group’s proposal for months before denying its 
request for an organization with AAA teams. 
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“It’s extremely painful,” Aliu said in a series of interviews in recent weeks 
with TSN. “I believe this is the type of work it will take to grow the game.” 

Aliu said GTHL executive director Scott Oakman and president Don West 
eventually told him that the officials with the GTHL’s 12 AAA teams 
discussed taking action against the board if it approved Aliu’s application. 

Aliu said Oakman and West told him that AAA organization officials 
opposed Aliu’s plans because they worried about losing prospective 
players to expansion teams and were concerned that if Aliu’s 
organization offered free or discounted player fees, other clubs would be 
pressured to follow suit, eating into their revenue. 

The GTHL regularly receives proposals for expansion organizations, 
Oakman said, adding that negotiations with Aliu’s group lasted more than 
a year because the GTHL wanted to reach a compromise. Oakman 
insisted AAA organizations never made any threats regarding the Dream. 

“A number of organizations expressed concerns about adding a new 
organization to the current ecosystem at a time when [player] registration 
was its lowest,” Oakman said in an interview. 

“There certainly was discussion around getting member buy-in, but there 
was never certainty that the board would be fired in any way. Some of 
the existing 12 AAA organizations in the GTHL believed they should 
remain the only 12, and some expressed concern about the lack of 
experience the Dream’s leadership team might have in terms of running 
a hockey organization.” 

The GTHL is the world’s largest minor hockey organization with more 
than 40,000 registered players and nearly $9 million in annual revenue, 
according to its financial statements. AAA is the highest level of 
competitive minor hockey and current NHL stars who played at that level 
in the GTHL include Connor McDavid, Mitch Marner and John Tavares.  

Without an approval for AAA teams, Aliu said his group was not willing to 
move forward with the GTHL. 

“Having a commitment for AAA teams is so important because it would 
prove to kids of colour they can aspire to get to the very top,” Aliu said. “I 
wanted to create a cradle-to-grave program where BIPOC kids in our 
house leagues can see our best kids on our AAA teams. We need for 
BIPOC kids to be able to see themselves as CEOs, as leaders, as team 
owners, as AAA hockey players. The GTHL wanted us to be satisfied 
with house league teams and the message that maybe, if it worked for 
the league, we would talk about AAA teams one day in the future.” 

Garry Punchard, general manager of the Toronto Nationals Hockey Club, 
said that AAA organizations made it clear to Oakman that they didn’t 
support Aliu’s initiative. 

“I’m not sure it [the threat to fire the board] was a real threat, more a ‘put 
it in your ear and we’ll see what happens,’” Punchard said. “We were 
making a point that we were not in favour of this. I guess if the GTHL 
board had approved, it would have been up to all of the clubs to see what 
they would do.” 

Punchard said that approving the Dream would have “opened up a whole 
pandemic of teams with money wanting to apply.” 

“We don’t have enough AAA players as it is,” he said. “We have players 
in AAA who should be playing A or AA right now. And we are going to 
add another organization? There’s already too many. At the same time, 
you have organizations like North Toronto that have a good AA program 
and have tried and tried to get into AAA. And all of a sudden this guy 
[Aliu] thinks he can get a AAA organization? We already have Black and 
Chinese players in our organizations. We don’t segregate anybody. As 
far as I know [the Toronto Dream organizers] haven’t done anything. 
They haven’t got a house league going. Pay your dues. They are just 
blaming everybody but themselves.” 

Even though Aliu’s group agreed to limits on the number of players it 
would be allowed to recruit from existing GTHL organizations, Don Mills 
Flyers president Peter MacInnis said he was concerned the Dream would 
poach players. 

“The only way [the Dream is] gonna get players is you're gonna go to the 
Toronto Marlboros, you're gonna go to Don Mills Flyers, and any kid 
who’s playing there who’s Black, you know what the deal is,” MacInnis 
said. “I've got four Black guys on my bench coaching two different teams. 
I'm going to have three teams fully coached next year by Black coaches 
and I've got numerous Black kids and Asian kids in our programs, and so 
does everybody else. I'm really not too sure where they're trying to go 
with this… If you're talking inclusion, if we want to have inclusion with 
Black kids and Indigenous kids and Oriental kids and white kids all 
playing together, what the hell are we doing with a team all full of Black 
players? That's ridiculous. That’s not inclusion.” 

Aliu’s allegations that officials with the GTHL’s AAA organizations 
pressured the league to reject his proposal come nine months after the 
league  

Published a report by an independent committee that concluded racism 
and harassment is systemic within the GTHL. 

The GTHL formed that independent committee two years after TSN 
began reporting on multiple allegations of systemic racism and pledged 
reform after the committee’s report was made public, promising that it 
was committed to diversity, equity, and inclusion efforts. 

“As upset as I am, I’m not really surprised,” Aliu said. “I think that after 
the GTHL found out how opposed the AAA teams were to this idea, it 
was never going to happen. But the GTHL didn’t want to say that... In the 
back of my mind, I tried to find optimism. Doing this would be such a 
good look for them, and I couldn’t believe they would be so foolish.”  

Aliu said the concept for the Dream began a couple of years ago, after a 
group of nine current and former NHL players founded the Hockey 
Diversity Alliance in June 2020 to confront racism and intolerance in 
hockey. 

After rolling out and then expanding a ball hockey program in a number 
of Toronto-area communities – the program offered lunch programs, field 
trips and sports activities to disadvantaged youth – Aliu said he began 
crafting a team of prospective partners to approach the GTHL. 

Seattle Kraken part-owner Tod Leiweke agreed to help as an advisor, as 
did Ben Meiselas, one of former NFL player Colin Kaepernick’s 
attorneys, and Wes Hall, the founder of Bay Street firm Kingsdale 
Advisors, who in 2020 unveiled the BlackNorth Initiative, a project aimed 
at increasing Black representation in the boardrooms of corporate 
Canada. 

“You can count on one hand how many really successful Black and 
minority players there are,” Hall said in an interview. “It’s a Canadian 
game, but when I go to see the Maple Leafs, I don’t see many players 
who look like me. I wanted to help change that. I reached out to Akim to 
see how I could help. It’s important to have people in league ownership 
positions who are minorities. How many people who own these GTHL 
organizations look like me? I bet not very many.”  

“Akim has told me about how he had moved to Canada from Ukraine 
when he was eight and how his family struggled to pay for his hockey 
equipment, struggled to get him on the ice,” Meiselas said in an 
interview. “He told me creating an organization like the Dream would be 
the most important thing he’d ever done in his life.” 

Aliu said Scotiabank and Kraft Heinz each promised significant annual 
investments in the Dream, which would be formally owned and operated 
by Aliu, the HDA, and Jim Nikopoulos, the former president of Toronto 
commercial finance company ECN Capital. The HDA, Aliu and 
Nikopoulos also agreed to each cover one-third of the Dream’s start-up 
costs, which were estimated at between $600,000 and $700,000. 

Spokespeople for Kraft Heinz and Scotiabank both declined to discuss 
the Dream proposal. 

On Apr. 12, 2021, Aliu contacted Oakman and briefed him on his group’s 
vision. Aliu said he asked Oakman whether organizations would have a 
veto over his application. 
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“He told me absolutely not and that this would 100 per cent be a decision 
by the GTHL board,” Aliu said. 

Oakman confirmed that it was up to the GTHL’s 17-member board to 
decide on the Dream’s application. (Board members include lawyers, 
accountants, and a school principal. “Anybody can apply to join if they 
were connected to hockey in virtually any capacity,” Oakman said.) 

Weeks later, on May 3, 2021, the Toronto Dream group met via Zoom 
with Oakman and the board of the Ontario Hockey Federation, the 
provincial hockey association that has oversight over the GTHL. The 
pitch was complemented by a 27-page presentation. 

“Registration is down in hockey youth leagues at an alarming rate,” the 
presentation says. “We call it Canada’s game, but Canadian youth are 
leaving the sport to the point of extinction. Children are gravitating 
towards sports such as soccer and basketball that they feel better 
represent them. Especially kids of colour because they feel if you can’t 
see it, you can’t be it. We must turn the tide.” 

Aliu explained to the OHF and GTHL officials that more than 1,200 new 
roster spots would be created by the Dream for children in minority and 
new immigrant communities and that the players at the house league, A 
and AA levels would play hockey for free. 

The Dream, which would have become the GTHL’s first expansion 
organization since the Mississauga Rebels were added in 1995, would 
guarantee as many as five roster spots per team for visible minorities, 
one female coach on each team and in managerial positions, and also 
agreed to limit the number of players they would recruit from other GTHL 
organizations, Aliu said he told the meeting. 

Thanks to contributions from sponsors and Aliu’s foundation, the Dream 
would operate as many as 32 teams and have a $1.15 million annual 
budget, Aliu told those attending the Zoom meeting. 

-The GTHL says it is exploring new sponsor agreements with Bauer and 
Tim Hortons. 

Each of the Dream’s AAA teams would have a budget of up to $150,000, 
comparable with the budgets of some active GTHL teams. (The North 
York Rangers’ Under-15 AAA team for players born in 2007 operated 
with a $162,845 budget during the 2021-22 season, according to a copy 
of their financial statements obtained by TSN. The Rangers’ budget 
included $40,000 for coaches and a professional trainer.) 

Aliu also said he told them his Time to Dream Foundation would also 
contribute $100,000 per year to the GTHL to help subsidize player fees 
for disadvantaged families whose children played with other 
organizations. 

The Dream, Aliu added, would also provide at no charge to the GTHL a 
new education program developed in conjunction with the HDA that 
would advise players and GTHL staff about the history of BIPOC players 
in the game and on issues such as unconscious bias on the ice. 

“It was a very good, professional presentation,” OHF executive director 
Phil McKee said in an interview.  

McKee said that he made it clear on the call that the OHF has the right to 
approve or reject proposals for new AAA organizations and that because 
of an oversupply of teams, that there has been a moratorium on new 
AAA clubs since 2002.  

McKee said he hasn’t heard any updates about the Dream’s application 
since that call. 

“I’d like to know what has happened here with the league and Akim’s 
group,” said Karl Subban. “I don’t feel I have all the information… It 
certainly feels these days like hockey is in the emergency room and on 
the operating table and it has been cut wide open by racism, sexism, all 
this stuff. That’s where we are today.” 

Aliu said Oakman and West told him that, as per the GTHL’s bylaws, the 
league would form a committee to review the proposal. That committee, 

whose members included board members Oakman and West, would 
decide whether or not to approve the Dream’s application. 

That committee has briefed other members of the GTHL’s board over the 
past year about negotiations with Aliu’s group, said Karl Subban, who is 
the father of former NHLer P.K. Subban and who was appointed to the 
GTHL board in July 2022. 

“I’d like to know what has happened here with the league and Akim’s 
group,” Subban said. “I don’t feel I have all the information… It certainly 
feels these days like hockey is in the emergency room and on the 
operating table and it has been cut wide open by racism, sexism, all this 
stuff. That’s where we are today.” 

Oakman said he couldn’t recall whether Aliu and his partners had been 
told they could not offer free hockey. He conceded that some GTHL 
organizations had shared they were worried about the prospect of a new 
competitor offering hockey for lower annual fees. 

“That certainly was feedback we received,” Oakman said. “And when you 
have organizations that are paying $500 plus an hour for ice, for them to 
have to compete with a zero-dollar registration piece was certainly a 
concern our members had.” 

Oakman said that existing GTHL teams wanted to ensure that Dream 
players would only qualify for discounted or free registration if the players 
passed a “means test” to ensure their families needed the financial 
support. 

(Oakman also insisted the GTHL is committed to improving diversity and 
inclusion and is partnering with groups including The You Can Play 
Project, which fights to eradicate homophobia in sports, Seaside Hockey, 
which offers free hockey for disadvantaged families in Scarborough, and 
Hockey Equality, a program that offers mentoring and other assistance to 
BIPOC players and is chaired by former NHL player Anthony Stewart.) 

Aliu said he was peppered with questions throughout the summer of 
2021, such as how the organization’s diversity mandates would be 
implemented, where the Dream’s funding would come from, and whether 
he had already secured ice time at Toronto-area rinks. 

“We didn’t even have a franchise and I was being asked if I booked ice,” 
Aliu said. 

He said he began to believe the GTHL was stalling. 

Aliu said that during a July 26, 2021, phone call, Oakman shared with 
him that the officials with the GTHL’s 12 AAA teams were opposed to the 
prospective expansion organization. 

In an email the following day to Aliu and Nikopoulos, Oakman, West and 
GTHL board member Ken Smith wrote that the GTHL would only 
approve the Dream to operate a house league program during the 2021-
22 season. 

The Dream operating rep teams “would be problematic,” the GTHL board 
members wrote in the July 27, 2021, email. 

GTHL officials wrote in the email they were not prepared to grant new 
competitive organizations (i.e., rep teams) because they were worried 
about the added competition at a time when there might be a significant 
decline in player registrations because of the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
that some teams might even be forced to fold. 

GTHL officials were excited by the proposal but worried that AAA team 
executives would not buy in, they wrote. 

“As we discussed on our call yesterday, it is likely that GTHL member 
clubs who have become aware of the Dream’s application and are 
questioning or opposing it, do not know the scope and potential benefits 
of the Dream’s proposed program to the GTHL as a whole and to kids 
who might not otherwise participate in hockey,” the GTHL officials wrote 
in the email. 
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The GTHL officials wrote they would consider the Dream establishing 
competitive teams in future seasons. The Dream officials responded 
three weeks later. 

In an email to Oakman and West on Aug. 16, 2021, Aliu, Nikopoulos, 
Leiweke and three other representatives of the Dream wrote that they 
had had 25 discussions with the GTHL’s representatives by that point 
and were disheartened by the league’s response. 

“It is both shocking and disturbing that after some current team owners 
applied pressure on the board by resisting our admission into ‘the club’, 
as you mentioned on our July 26 call, the board has succumbed to this 
pressure,” the Dream officials wrote. “You say you are aware of the 
issues within the GTHL, including profit-driven ownership groups and 
cultural bigotry, but how do you expect to dispel those issues without 
making difficult decisions?” 

Dream officials wrote that they were especially disillusioned that the 
GTHL would not grant them AAA teams. 

“The question has come up many times as to why we want to start with 
… AAA in our first launch year,” Dream officials wrote. “The answer is 
simple: giving us a house league organization does not move the needle 
in the slightest; children of colour need to see themselves at the highest 
level of competition both on and off the ice, including seeing an existing 
infrastructure of BIPOC and female players, coaches, managers and 
owners that provides them with the drive to succeed in life. The AAA 
piece gives us the validity and hope for BIPOC youth to reach their fullest 
potential.” 

Aliu, Nikopoulos, Leiweke and others wrote that by approving the Dream, 
the GTHL would open a new potential pipeline of talent. They pointed out 
that 52 per cent of Toronto’s population now belongs to a visible minority 
group. 

Dream officials insisted that they should begin the organization’s first 
year in the GTHL with house league teams for every age group and three 
AAA teams, one in each of the Under-10, Under-11 and Under-12 age 
cohorts. Teams in A and AA would follow in future seasons. 

The sides were at a stalemate for months. 

On Oct. 14, 2021, Aliu and Nikopoulos were invited to a meeting at the 
GTHL’s office with North York Rangers executive Claude Desjardins. 
Rather than pursue an expansion organization, Aliu and Nikopoulos said 
that Oakman and West suggested the Dream team consider taking over 
an existing club. 

During the meeting, Desjardins said that the price tag for the Rangers 
would be at least $1 million for the organization’s AAA teams, Aliu and 
Nikopoulos said.  

A week later, however, on Oct. 26, Desjardins emailed Aliu and 
Nikopoulos to say there would be no sale. 

“At this point we don’t believe that we are ready to divest ourselves of 
this system,” Desjardins wrote. “We also feel the timing is not good both 
on the perception front and for the survival of what we hold dear. Should 
you still be looking for something like this in the future, we’re not closing 
the door, but we don’t feel that now is the time.” 

“What does that even mean, that the timing wasn’t right on the perception 
front?” Aliu said in an interview. 

Desjardins declined to discuss the allegations. 

“I'm aware they had a meeting,” Oakman said. “I'm absolutely unaware of 
any discussion around financial transactions because it would be against 
the rules and regulations and bylaws of the GTHL. If the GTHL board had 
information about that it would not approve it.” 

(Aliu said that another GTHL organization director has offered his AAA 
organization for sale for $3.6 million.) 

In late 2021, Aliu said Oakman told him that a second committee was 
being created to consider the Dream’s application. It included officials 

from a number of non-AAA GTHL organizations who were not GTHL 
board members. 

“It was ridiculous, like Groundhog Day,” Aliu said. “By now we had had at 
least 25 meetings with the GTHL, and this second committee of team 
officials is asking us exactly the same questions that we had been asked 
months earlier by the GTHL board… I was perplexed about why we were 
having to answer their questions.” 

The HDA’s grassroots program now has 275 players between the ages 
of 8 and 12 enrolled who are skating four times a week. The HDA covers 
the cost of their ice time, coaching, and equipment. According to 
projections Dream officials said they shared with Oakman and West, 
1,200 players would be registered in the Dream organization by its fifth 
GTHL season. 

“The committee wanted us simply to send our kids who were good 
enough to their organizations,” Aliu said. “They wanted us to send our 
kids to the same organizations that are part of a system that even the 
GTHL’s own committee has said is systemically racist. No way. Was not 
going to happen.” 

The showdown between Dream officials and the GTHL came to a head 
during the spring of 2022. 

In an Apr. 1, 2022, email to Aliu and Nikopoulos, Oakman reiterated that 
the GTHL’s board had determined it could not grant rep teams to the 
Toronto Dream in its first year because of a drop in player registrations 
following the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“There is no information to suggest that next year there will be a massive 
return of skilled players to fill rosters of teams that are currently 
comprised of under-skilled players,” Oakman wrote in his email. “Teams 
that have struggled this season will not suddenly have a number of 
higher-skilled players return to the game, thereby making a team more 
competitive.” 

Oakman wrote that the Dream should begin with a house league 
program in 2022-23 to “establish a solid foundation.” 

“I couldn’t believe what I was reading,” Aliu said. “We already had shown 
that the Dream would be bringing in hundreds of players that would more 
than offset any losses.” 

After Aliu said the members of the second GTHL committee made up of 
non-GTHL board members told him that they had never been briefed by 
the GTHL board about the specifics of the Dream proposal, Aliu emailed 
Oakman and West to say that they needed to get on a conference call 
and decide whether the program would move forward or die. 

The conference call never happened. 

In September of 2022, the GTHL board agreed unanimously that the only 
way that the Dream would join the league would be without AAA teams. 

“We’re certainly disappointed that there was a lack of desire to move 
forward without a guarantee of AAA,” Oakman said. 

“Trust was lost,” Aliu said. “The GTHL’s biggest hope was they would 
frustrate us to the point where we would walk away from this and stay 
silent. But that’s not me.” 
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