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NHL Stadium Series success in Raleigh may open new (out)doors for Carolina Hurricanes 
By Luke DeCock 

Two weeks after the Stadium Series game at Carter-Finley 
Stadium lived up to everything both the Carolina Hurricanes 
and the NHL hoped it would be, the Hurricanes want to do it 
again, sooner than later. 

“An outdoor game every five years is what we’re talking 
about,” Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell told The 
News & Observer. “The Draft and the All-Star Game are 
great, but we’d like to get back into that, where the league 
makes a commitment to us every five years or something like 
that.” 

Such a commitment could be predicated on the city, county, 
PNC Arena authority and N.C. State all allowing Hurricanes 
owner Tom Dundon to develop the 80 acres surrounding the 
arena, a project that is currently being discussed on a 
parallel track with the proposed renovations to the arena 
itself. 

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman has been a strong 
advocate for upgrades inside and outside the arena, and 
he’s dangled rewards in front of the Hurricanes before. In 
2001, Bettman promised the Hurricanes an All-Star Game if 
the team met ticket-sales targets that spring. The successful 
campaign led directly to the 2011 All-Star Game at PNC, a 
rousing success that at the time cemented the Triangle’s 
status as a model non-traditional NHL market. 

The playoff drought that followed called that into question, 
until the team’s recent on-ice success and the Stadium 
Series game once again removed all doubt.  

“This is different,” Bettman told the N&O before the game. 
“This is bigger.” 

And that’s the direction the Hurricanes want to go in the 
future. 

“We’re the best outdoor game market, at Carter-Finley,” 
Dundon told the N&O. “I think that’s what we all learned from 
that. Do the All-Star Game in Miami or Las Vegas, where the 
players want to go. But there’s no other market that has 
people tailgating all day long and has a perfect stadium right 
in their parking lot. This is what we are. It’s the perfect 
product for this market.” 

The idea of bidding to host the NCAA’s Frozen Four — 
previously discussed and discarded — is also back on the 
agenda, although that may be of more interest to the Greater 
Raleigh Sports Alliance than the Hurricanes at this point. The 
hurdle in the past has been concerns about the revenue 
guaranteed to the NCAA and whether this market could 
recoup that expense if some of the smaller college teams 
that don’t bring as many traveling fans qualify. 

Still, not only was the NHL event a rousing success, the fact 
that a club college hockey game drew more than 20,000 fans 
to Carter-Finley opened some eyes. Since the three Triangle 
ACC schools aren’t likely to add Division I hockey anytime 
soon — the startup costs are astronomical, between facility 
construction, travel and the need to add men’s and women’s 
teams simultaneously for Title IX reasons — it’s easier to 
bring NCAA hockey to the Triangle for a weekend than it is 
on a permanent basis. 

And as the Stadium Series showed, this area loves a big 
event. The Frozen Four is that. 

“The conditions and the momentum have never been better 
to consider a Frozen Four bid,” GRSA executive director 
Scott Dupree wrote in an email. 

Dupree’s team is responsible for coordinating bids for NCAA 
events with host universities. The next bid cycle, covering 
2026-2030, begins this summer with decisions being 
announced in the fall of 2024. Anaheim, Calif., in 1999, was 
the first non-college-hockey market to host the Frozen Four, 
and several NHL arenas in areas without Division I hockey 
teams have hosted since or will host soon, including Tampa 
(2012, 2016, 2023), Philadelphia (2014) and Las Vegas 
(2026). 

Either way, indoors or outdoors, doors are open that weren’t 
before. 

“I got so many notes, including from the commissioner, about 
how it couldn’t have gone any better,” Waddell said. “We’re 
very, very pleased with not only how everything went but the 
amount of attention it got. It took over the city for a week to 
10 days leading up to the game.” 
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Hurricanes fans anxious for moves with NHL trade deadline days away, others making 
deals 
By Chip Alexander 

Timo Meier’s trade Sunday to the New Jersey Devils sent 
ripples across the NHL, especially in the Eastern 
Conference, and more so the Metropolitan Division. 

There has been other trade movement the past few weeks, 
all adding to the anxiety and angst of those Carolina 
Hurricanes fans wondering what their team will do before 
Friday’s trade deadline. 

And there’s no doubt: Other teams in the East do appear to 
be loading up for the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

The New York Rangers traded for forward Vladimir 
Tarasenko and are thought to be after Patrick Kane of the 
Chicago Blackhawks. The Islanders brought in forward Bo 
Horvat from Vancouver. The Boston Bruins have added 
defenseman Dmitry Orlov and forward Garnet Hathaway 
from Washington; Tampa Bay picked up forward Tanner 
Jeannot from Nashville; and the Toronto Maple Leafs traded 
for defenseman Jake McCabe and forward Sam Lafferty 
from Chicago. 

Meier was a big one, and had Twitter atwitter on the 
weekend. The San Jose forward, who has 31 goals this 
season, was viewed as the best “big piece” available, even if 
he’s due to receive a $10 million qualifying offer for the 2023-
24 season. 

The Meier deal also resulted in a laundry list of players and 
draft picks going both ways between the Devils and Sharks. 
It was complicated. 

What are the Hurricanes up to?  

A year ago, they waited until the last moment before adding 
forward Max Domi at the deadline. 

Tuesday, they made a minor deal to add winger Jesse 
Puljujarvi from the Edmonton Oilers for an unsigned 
prospect. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Friday that he has 
conversations “daily” with president and general manager 
Don Waddell. 

“We’ve had that all year,” Brind’Amour said. “This is nothing 
new. Obviously there’s a lot happening around the league. 
We’re certainly involved in everything. I’m not going to say 
we’re smarter than everyone else, because that’s not it, but 
we’re careful in how we do things.  

“We’ve got a good team and you really want to mess it up? 
That’s how we look at it first, and if we can get better we’re 
certainly trying to do it.” 

The Hurricanes (39-11-8) had a five-game winning streak 
end Saturday when the Anaheim Ducks made the most of 
their 15 shots, winning 3-2 against a team that had 53. The 
Canes lead the Metro Division with 86 points, three ahead of 
the Devils through Monday’s games 

Waddell has said the Canes are looking to add to the 
defensive depth, possibly a left-shot D-man who can be an 
option on the third pair. He had not ruled out bringing in a 
forward who could play in the top six and give the Canes 
some scoring production. 

Carolina had that in Max Pacioretty. The veteran winger was 
just what the Canes needed with his experience, toughness 
and penchant for putting pucks in net.  

A second tear of Pacioretty’s Achilles tendon ended his 
cameo of a season, sadly for him and the team. But it did 
provide the extra salary cap space to look for additions. 

Meier appeared to be an option, and the scuttlebutt was that 
the Canes were in the mix. Other trade scuttlebutt has 
brought up such names as Arizona forwards Nick Schmaltz 
and Lawson Crouse, Vancouver forward Brock Boeser or 
someone like Columbus defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov.  

The acquisition of Domi last season will be remembered for 
one game — albeit a big one. He had two goals and an 
assist in a 3-2 win over the Bruins in Game 7 of the first-
round playoff series. 

The Canes picked up Domi in a three-team trade just before 
the deadline that involved Columbus and Florida. He left 
Carolina in free agency after the season, signing a one-year 
deal with the Blackhawks. 

Canes center Sebastian Aho said his approach as the 
deadline nears is to tune out the trade noise, which can be 
distracting. 

“It’s not my position or my money,” Aho said last week. “I’m 
not in that side of the business, but I am aware of what other 
teams are doing.  

“I don’t like to think too much about that. They’ve done an 
awesome job with the team here for many years, so I’m 
confident whatever they think is best is best. I just show up to 
the rink and play hockey. We’ll see how it plays out.” 
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Hurricanes dip into NHL trade market, acquire winger from Oilers for unsigned prospect 
By Justin Pelletier 

A new hometown and a fresh start on the ice with a new 
group of teammates — many with whom he is familiar — just 
might be what Jesse Puljujarvi needs to reach the potential 
so many people saw in him when the Edmonton Oilers 
drafted him fourth overall in the 2016 NHL Draft. 

That’s what the Carolina Hurricanes are hoping for; that’s 
why they traded for the struggling 24-year-old left wing 
Tuesday, sending the signing rights of an unsigned 2019 
draft prospect to the Oilers. 

That’s also what Puljujarvi is hoping for as he readies to join 
his new club. 

“I’m getting a new opportunity, and I am excited for that,” 
Puljujarvi said on a Zoom call Tuesday afternoon. 

“I hope this is going to be good for me, and I’m going to work 
really, really hard to do everything right and be the best 
player I can be and help the team in Carolina. Hopefully 
everything goes well and I will enjoy every day.” 

The Canes wasted no time in reaching out to their newest 
player. Puljujarvi said Tuesday head coach Rod Brind’Amour 
reached out to him shortly after the trade was made official. 

“He called me already, and he said he was happy I am 
coming there,” Puljujarvi said. “He said to be myself, and 
everything will be good. I am really excited to go (to Raleigh) 
and show my skills.” 

As expected, Puljujarvi is well aware of the brand of hockey 
the Canes emphasize in Raleigh. 

“My strength is skating, and I really like to forecheck, and I 
think I am going to be a really good fit on that team,” 
Puljujarvi said. 

“I know they have a really good team, young guys, and they 
play really fast hockey. I’d really like to be a good player for 
that organization, part of the team.” 

Faced with mounting pressure to act as teams around the 
Eastern Conference added to their rosters ahead of Friday’s 
NHL trade deadline, the Hurricanes had been conspicuously 
silent. 

But just after the team left the ice after practice at Invisalign 
Arena on Tuesday, the Canes confirmed they’d acquired 
Puljujarvi from Edmonton for unsigned 2019 draft pick Patrik 
Puistola. 

“At first I was like, ‘Really?’ After that I was excited, and 
happy,” Puljujarvi said. “I’m really excited to be part of 
Carolina right now.” 

A 6-foot-4 winger, the right-handed Puljujarvi was drafted 
fourth overall in 2016 by the Oilers. He has five goals and 
nine assists for 14 points in 58 games this season for the 
Oilers, to go with 30 penalty minutes. 

Puljujarvi has 112 points in 317 career NHL games, and has 
five points in 20 career playoff games. Puljujarvi also played 
163 Liiga games with Karpat, in Finland, from 2014-20, 
posting 110 points in that country’s top professional league. 

“Jesse possesses a great blend of size and skill, and he will 
add to the depth of our forward group,” Canes general 
manager Don Waddell said in a news release. “He has 
familiarity with some of our other Finnish players, and we see 
him as a great fit for our team and locker room.” 

Puljujarvi becomes the fifth Finnish player on the Hurricanes’ 
active roster, alongside forwards Sebastian Aho, Teuvo 
Teravainen and Jesperi Kotkaniemi, and goaltender Antti 
Raanta. 

“I’m really good friends with Aho, we played many years in 
juniors,” Puljujarvi said. “We were friends after that for 10 
years, and we work in the same group in the summers, so 
it’s really fun to be playing in the NHL on the same team.” 

Puljujarvi carries a salary cap hit of $3 million, and he is a 
restricted free agent at the end of this season. 

It’s also unclear when Puljujarvi will join the Canes. He still 
has to apply for, and be granted a visa to work in the United 
States, since he’s Finnish and has been working in Canada. 

“I am hoping to be with the team as soon as possible,” he 
said. 

According to CapFriendly, the Hurricanes still have just over 
$7 million in salary cap room should they choose to add any 
more players prior to 2 p.m. Friday. 

Going the other way in Tuesday’s deal, Puistola, 22, has 38 
points in 56 Liiga games with Jukurit this season. The 6-foot, 
174-pound forward has 89 points in 223 career Liiga games 
with Tappara, Jukurit, KooKoo and JYP. He was selected by 
Carolina in the third round, 73rd overall, in the 2019 NHL 
Draft. 
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Jesse Puljujarvi traded to Hurricanes: Here’s how he could make an impact 
By Cory Lavalette 

No, the Hurricanes didn’t land Timo Meier, Patrick Kane or 
Ryan O’Reilly, but Carolina general manager Don Waddell 
did make his first move ahead of Friday’s NHL trade 
deadline, acquiring right wing Jesse Puljujarvi from the Oilers 
on Tuesday in exchange for forward prospect Patrik Puistola, 
a third-round pick in 2019. 

Puljujarvi has long been rumored as a possible target for the 
Hurricanes, especially since the shine on the 2016 No. 4 
overall pick wore off in Edmonton. The connection to 
Carolina for Puljujarvi is obvious: He and Sebastian Aho 
were two-thirds of a line, along with Patrik Laine, that 
dominated the 2016 world juniors en route to a gold medal 
for Finland. 

“We have played many years in juniors and been friends 
after that, like last 10 years, and working with the same 
group in summer,” Pulujarvi said of Aho on a video call with 
reporters Tuesday afternoon after the trade was announced. 
“So it’s really, really fun to get playing NHL with the same 
team and I’m looking forward (to it).” 

Furthermore, the Hurricanes clearly have an affinity for Finns 
— Puljujarvi joins a locker room with four countrymen, even if 
it cost them a Finnish prospect in the process. 

The big question is how Puljujarvi fits into Carolina’s lineup. 

For one, he adds more size to a group of forwards that — 
outside of Jordan Staal, Andrei Svechnikov and Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi — is a bit on the small size. At 6-foot-4 and 201 
pounds, Puljujarvi beefs up the Hurricanes at right wing, 
where Seth Jarvis, Jesper Fast and Martin Necas weigh in at 
175, 191 and 189 pounds, respectively. 

Puljujarvi also has untapped offensive potential that was 
never realized with the Oilers, and given that Carolina had 
more than $10 million in cap space due to long-term injuries, 
taking a gamble on Puljujarvi at $3 million for the rest of the 
season is worth the roll of the dice. 

“I hope it’s gonna be good for me and I’m gonna work really, 
really hard to do everything right and be the best player that I 

can be and help the team in Carolina,” Puljujarvi said. 
“Hopefully everything goes well and I will enjoy every day.” 

In the short term, Puljujarvi seems like an ideal fit on the 
Hurricanes’ fourth line, where Stefan Noesen has carved a 
role on the left wing and Paul Stastny and Derek Stepan are 
both capable in the middle. The addition gives Carolina 13 
NHL forwards, with Jack Drury in AHL Chicago as insurance 
if injuries strike. 

And given Puljujarvi’s past chemistry with Aho — and coach 
Rod Brind’Amour’s affinity for moving around his forwards to 
maximize results — the 24-year-old could also see time 
higher in the lineup. 

He’s an option on the power play, perhaps as a net-front 
presence on the team’s second unit. Puljujarvi had just over 
288 minutes of power play time during his five-plus seasons 
in Edmonton, registering nine goals and six assists. Puljujarvi 
has not killed penalties in his career. 

The issue for Puljujarvi is his underlying numbers are very 
good but have led to little production. 

That leaves the door open for Carolina to perhaps add 
another forward if the price is right, though Waddell’s priority 
will likely be adding a defenseman who can either upgrade 
the third pairing or be a reliable No. 7. 

From a longer-term view, Puljujarvi will be a restricted free 
agent after this season and will be due a $3 million qualifying 
offer in the summer. 

That was a sticking point with the Oilers, as Edmonton GM 
Ken Holland said in a Tuesday press conference that the 
team talked about an extension with Puljujarvi’s 
representatives, but that the offer was in the $1 million range, 
leading to Puljujarvi’s agent asking for a “fresh start.” 

Carolina could always negotiate a lesser deal if he proves to 
be a fit. Fast’s three-year contract worth $2 million annually 
expires after this season, so Puljujarvi could potentially slide 
into that role alongside Staal in the future. 
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LeBrun: How will the Hurricanes react to the trade-deadline arms race in the East? 
Catching up with GM Don Waddell 
By Pierre LeBrun 

The Hurricanes have cap dollars to spend and hopes of 
making an impact addition ahead of Friday’s NHL trade 
deadline, but general manager Don Waddell told The Athletic 
on Friday that he’s not going to be influenced to do 
something just because the team’s Eastern Conference 
rivals have made huge moves. 

“No, you don’t want to get caught up in that,” the veteran GM 
said. “You’ve got to remember that only one team is going to 
win at the end of the day. So what other teams do, good for 
them. But for us, just because somebody around us makes a 
move, it’s not going to influence us into buy-in mode. 

“We’ve got to remember where we’re at with our franchise. 
We have the second-best record in the NHL as we sit here 
today. We have something good going, we want to continue 
that.” 

Waddell did make one interesting move Tuesday — perhaps 
not a big splash in the moment, but one that could potentially 
pay off longer-term — acquiring 24-year-old winger Jesse 
Puljujarvi from the Oilers. 

Puljujarvi, the fourth overall pick in the 2016 draft, never 
found a consistent groove in Edmonton. The Canes hope to 
unlock his potential. 

“He’s a big guy who skates well,” Waddell said of his 6-foot-
4, 201-pound acquisition. “He has scored 15 goals in the 
past. We think the style we play, he fits into because of his 
speed. We also want to get a little bigger.” 

It’s a worthy gamble — the kind of thing smart organizations 
do. But I don’t think it’s the only thing Carolina wants to do 
before Friday’s deadline. 

The fact is, there are plenty of options still out there, and I 
believe Waddell’s priority is to add on the blue line now but 
also keep looking at the forward market. Perhaps he still tries 
to add at both positions. 

Last year, Waddell acquired Max Domi with about one 
minute to spare at the deadline. That deal cost him next to 
nothing. I could see him taking that patient approach into 
Friday ahead of the 3 p.m. ET deadline, as well, as sellers 
start feeling the heat of needing to shed remaining targets. 

As fate would have it, Domi is once again among the 
remaining targets for Carolina, according to a league source, 
though Waddell would not discuss names from other teams. 

The Canes have been very active in talks, including going 
hard after Timo Meier. But there have been other scenarios 
investigated as well. 

“We’ve been very active and involved in multiple deals,” 
Waddell said. “The one thing we’re not going to do is give 
any young players off our roster. And that’s been a focus of 
some teams that we’ve been dealing with. 

“We like our team, we like our young players, and we just 
think that would be a step in the wrong direction by giving up 
our young players who are currently on our roster.” 

Waddell didn’t name names, but one suspects he’s alluding 
to Martin Necas and/or Seth Jarvis as players teams have 
called on. And you can’t blame them for trying. After all, it’s 
fairly well-known that when the Canes tried on Matthew 
Tkachuk last summer, the Flames wanted Necas as part of 
that package. 

But the message here is clear: The Canes don’t want to deal 
those guys. 

“We have something good going on here. Yes, we’d like to 
add if we can, without upsetting our current roster,” Waddell 
said. 

Another player off limits, as I’ve reported, is 21-year-old 
blueliner Alexander Nikishin, who likely would have been of 
interest to the Sharks in the Meier discussions. 

“Yes, very accurate,” confirmed Waddell. 

Defensemen Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce are both 
unrestricted free agents in the summer of 2024. The Canes 
need to protect themselves looking ahead, and they look 
forward to eventually having Nikishin join them from the KHL. 

“We look at our team and where we’re at, our blue line is 
very good, but we’ll start to get a little aged there and we’ve 
got some unrestricted guys coming up in another year, so we 
want to be careful not trading some top assets who are going 
to play for us in exchange for some short-term success,” 
Waddell said. 

The Canes have around $7 million of cap space still, which is 
why they’re still looking, but it doesn’t mean it 100 percent 
has to all get used. 

“We’re not going to make a deal to say we made a deal, 
regardless of what our cap space is,” Waddell said. “We 
continue to talk to many, many general managers around the 
league. We’ve said all along if there’s something there that 
can help us, we certainly would be in play for that. 

“But, as I said, there are certain assets we’re just not going 
to move to make that happen.” 
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Oilers trade Jesse Puljujarvi to Hurricanes: How the deal helps Edmonton’s cap space 
By Daniel Nugent-Bowman  

The Edmonton Oilers have traded forward Jesse Puljujarvi to 
the Carolina Hurricanes for forward Patrik Puistola, the two 
sides announced. Here’s what you need to know: 

 The 24-year-old Puljujarvi has scored five goals and 
14 points in 58 games this season. He was the 
fourth pick in the 2016 NHL Draft by the Oilers. 

 He has tallied 112 points in 317 NHL career regular-
season games. 

 The Oilers did not retain any of the $3 million on 
Puljujarvi’s salary-cap hit, according to The 
Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun. 

Backstory 

The 22-year-old Puistola has 38 points in 56 games for 
Jukurit in Liiga. He was a third-round pick by the Hurricanes 
in 2019. 

The Oilers are 32-21-8 and in third place in the Pacific 
Division. Carolina is 39-11-8 and leads the Metropolitan 
Division. 

Why the Oilers traded Puljujarvi 

The Oilers desperately needed to clear cap space ahead of 
Friday’s trade deadline. They were carrying a bare-bones 
roster of 18 skaters and two goalies, while already being into 
one emergency recall. But it’s not like the Oilers are just 
trying to stay afloat, though. They’re trying to augment a 
team with Stanley Cup aspirations that reached the Western 
Conference finals last season. 

Moving out Puljujarvi and his $3 million contract — without 
having to add a sweetener or take on a problem contract 
from the Hurricanes — is a huge help to the Oilers. — 
Nugent-Bowman 

What’s next for Edmonton? 

This gives the Oilers more flexibility ahead of the deadline in 
terms of the types of trade(s) they can make — and the 
caliber of player they can acquire. They now have nearly $2 
million in cap space, per PuckPedia, which means they’d 
likely only have to move out one roster player to add a 
defenseman of significance like Mattias Ekholm or even 
Jakob Chychrun. 

Like Puljujarvi, there aren’t many players on the Edmonton 
roster without no-trade or no-movement protection that have 
a ton of trade value. Moving one now might open doors. — 
Nugent-Bowman 

How the trade can help Puljujarvi 

This could be a great change-of-scenery opportunity for 
Puljujarvi. He’s been on and off the trade market for nearly 
four years. He was a pending restricted free agent who 
wasn’t getting qualified and year out from unrestricted free 
agent status. His time was up here. 

Now he goes to Carolina, where one of his best buddies, 
Sebastian Aho, plays. If there’s a place for Puljujarvi to 
reignite his NHL career, Raleigh, N.C., is as good a place as 
any. — Nugent-Bowman 
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NHL trade grades: Jesse Puljujarvi gets a fresh start with Hurricanes 
By Corey Pronman and Sean Gentille 

The trade 

Hurricanes get: Forward Jesse Puljujarvi 

Oilers get: Forward Patrik Puistola 

Corey Pronman: Patrik Puistola is a still-unsigned third-round 
pick from the 2019 draft. He has excellent skill and offensive 
instincts and can score goals both around the net and from 
range. His skating and effort have never really been selling 
points though. As a one-way winger without elite offensive 
abilities, he has a chance to make the NHL but isn’t a top 
prospect. 

It says a lot about where Jesse Puljujarvi’s value is that this 
is all he could pull. Puljujarvi’s toolkit is more naturally 
appealing. He skates very well for a big winger and has 
some offensive ability, but his hockey sense and compete 
have been concerns over the last few years. Puljujarvi is an 
NHL player, and much more of a player than Puistola, but 
whether he’s actually someone who can play top nine on a 
Stanley Cup contender like Carolina is a question. Obviously 
Edmonton decided that answer was no. I think it’s a 50/50 
proposition. Puljujarvi is gifted in certain areas and I think he 
has more to give. 

I don’t mind this gamble by Carolina because I like Puljujarvi, 
but it’s a really interesting and unique one given the similar 
position both clubs are in, in the standings. It’s also a tough 
grade because it begs the question of what Edmonton’s next 
move is with this added cap space. 

Hurricanes grade: B+ 
Oilers grade: B- (TBD depending on future moves) 

Sean Gentille: Before the Hurricanes actually acquired 
Puljujarvi, the move already existed as a combination of a 
joke and a prediction. Now, it’s real. This isn’t a major trade; 
what it is, for better or worse, is hand-in-glove fit between 
player and team. 

Carolina, in recent years, has excelled at controlling 
possession and creating scoring chances. This year alone, 
they lead the lead in expected five-on-five goals percentage 

(60.7) and per/60 (3.33). In terms of actual five-on-five 
goals/60, they still rank highly … but eighth overall, rather 
than first. 

Puljujarvi embodies that process. His defensive impacts are 
outstanding, and until this season, he pushed play forward, 
too. He just can’t score. More fairly, he hasn’t been able to 
turn his defensive work into offense — at least not at an 
acceptable rate, if that’s what you need him to do. 

The good news for Puljujarvi and the Canes? That’s not 
really what they need him to do. Now, Carolina needs a 
game-breaker. That’s not news — it’s why they went out and 
got Max Pacioretty in the offseason. Pacioretty’s injury (and 
San Jose’s decision to send Timo Meier to New Jersey) has 
forced them into a different lane that, for now, involves 
doubling down on the kind of player that’s gotten them to this 
point. Nothing wrong with that. 

They took on all of Puljujarvi’s expiring $3 million AAV, but 
they still have plenty of space to add some juice to the 
bottom six. What they did on Tuesday was substantive but 
minor. As for Puljujarvi, he’s now in a spot where 
expectations will be more in line with his skillset. He’s a role 
player for a team that puts stock in the stuff he adds to the 
mix, rather than obsessing over what he doesn’t. Now, if 
certain folks could just stop assuming that he’s Valeri 
Nichushkin 2.0, and a lock to go from play-driver with 
pedigree to 25-goal-scorer, we’ll have made some progress. 
He might have more to offer, but if he doesn’t, that’s OK, too. 

As for the Oilers, they cleared a solid chunk of cap space for 
a player they’d had no use for. Quibble with the latter point if 
you wish, but Puljujarvi wasn’t a $3 million player in 
Edmonton, and they couldn’t turn him into one. We’ll see 
what they do with the space, but creating it — and adding the 
rights to Puistola — was the point. In a vacuum, that’s good 
enough. 

Hurricanes grade: B 
Oilers grade: B 
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Hurricanes acquire Jesse Puljujarvi from Edmonton 
By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — As contenders across the Eastern Conference 
made big acquisitions, the Hurricanes declined to pay the 
sky-high prices that come with making deals ahead of 
Friday’s NHL trade deadline. 

Carolina instead decided to buy low on a former fourth 
overall pick, trading for Oilers right wing Jesse Puljujarvi in 
exchange for former third-round pick Patrik Puistola. 
Puljujarvi will be reunited with Hurricanes center Sebastian 
Aho, who along with Patrik Laine made up a dominant line at 
the 2016 World Junior Championships that led Finland to 
gold. 

Puljujarvi and Laine came out of the tournament as the two 
prized Finnish prospects and were selected second and 
fourth overall by Winnipeg and Edmonton, respectively. Aho, 
meanwhile, had been drafted in the second round a year 
earlier and has compiled the best career of the trio. 

The Hurricanes are hoping a reunion with his former 
linemate can turn around what’s been a disappointing career 
for Puljujarvi. 

The 6-foot-4, 201-pound winger has totaled 51 goals and 
112 points in 317 career games, posting a career-high 36 
points in 65 games last season before regressing to five 

goals and nine assists in 58 games in a limited role this 
season. 

“Jesse possesses a great blend of size and skill, and he will 
add to the depth of our forward group,” Hurricanes president 
and GM Don Waddell said in a press release. “He has 
familiarity with some of our other Finnish players, and we see 
him as a great fit for our team and locker room.” 

The 24-year-old has long been criticized in Edmonton for not 
fulfilling the expectations of a high pick, and his connection to 
Aho has led to years-long rumors that the two could be 
reunited with the Hurricanes. 

With Edmonton looking to create cap space — Puljujarvi 
makes $3 million and will be a restricted free agent following 
the season — to make an addition on defense, Carolina was 
able to acquire Puljujarvi for a minimum cost. 

Puistola was selected 73rd overall and leads Ligga’s Jukurit 
Mikkeli in scoring this season, and he would have needed to 
be signed by June 1 for the Hurricanes to retain his rights. 

While the connection to Aho is an obvious fit, Puljujarvi will 
likely start on Carolina’s fourth line and could see power play 
time, though his role on the man advantage was limited in 
Edmonton — he had seven power play points in a career-
high 95:26 minutes last season. 
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Hurricanes acquire Jesse Puljujärvi from Edmonton in trade 
The Carolina Hurricanes acquired Jesse Puljujärvi in a trade 
with the Edmonton Oilers on Tuesday. 

The Hurricanes sent forward Patrik Puistola to Edmonton in 
exchange for Puljujärvi, who was the fourth overall selection 
in the 2016 draft. 

“Jesse possesses a great blend of size and skill, and he will 
add to the depth of our forward group,” said Hurricanes 
General Manager Don Waddell. “He has familiarity with 
some of our other Finnish players, and we see him as a 
great fit for our team and locker room.” 

Puljujärvi has tallied 14 points (five goals, nine assists) in 58 
NHL games with Edmonton in 2022-23. The 6’4”, 201-pound 
winger has earned 112 points (51 goals, 61 assists) in 317 

career NHL games with the Oilers and added five points 
(three goals, two assists) in 20 career playoff games. 

The 24-year-old was named Best Forward at the 2016 World 
Juniors and helped Finland win a gold medal, posting a 
tournament-high 17 points (five goals, 12 assists) in seven 
games on a line with Patrik Laine and Hurricanes forward 
Sebastian Aho. 

Carolina faces the Vegas Golden Knights on the road on 
Wednesday. 
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Preview: March 1 vs. Vegas 
Canes open their final full month of the regular season with 
their last trip west of the campaign 

By Walt Ruff  

LAS VEGAS, NV. - The Carolina Hurricanes begin a two-
game trek west Wednesday night as they take on the Vegas 
Golden Knights at T-Mobile Arena. 

When: Wednesday, March 1 

Puck Drop: 10 p.m. EST 

Watch: TNT 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 39-11-8 (86 Points, 1st, Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 3-2 Loss to the Anaheim Ducks on 
Saturday, February 25 

Golden Knights Record: 35-19-6 (76 Points, 1st, Pacific 
Division) 

Golden Knights Last Game: 3-0 Loss to the Colorado 
Avalanche on Monday, February 27 

NEWS & NOTES 

Last Time Out: Anaheim Ducks goaltender John Gibson was 
the star of Saturday night at PNC Arena, turning away 51 of 
Carolina's 53 attempts. Despite outshooting their opposition 
by 37, the loss snapped a five-game win streak for Carolina 
and ruined their bid at just their second sweep of a five-game 
home stand in franchise history. Jesperi Kotkaniemi and 
Jesper Fast found twine for the team, but in the end, it was a 
3-2 defeat for the home club. 

Adding To The Mix: The Canes added forward depth 
Tuesday afternoon, acquiring forward Jesse Puljujarvi from 
the Edmonton Oilers in exchange for unsigned prospect 
Patrik Puistola. Puljujarvi hopes to join the team as soon as 
possible, but he is currently working through visa issues. 

Welcome To The League: Sebastian Aho has nine points in 
six career games against the Golden Knights. 

Killin' It: The Canes rank fifth in the NHL in penalty kill 
percentage (82.7%), and they have not allowed a power-play 
goal in any of their last four contests (2/18-2/25: 13-for-13).  

"Top Six" Shuffle: Prior to their win over Montreal on 
February 16, Rod Brind'Amour and staff made a tweak to 
two of their lines, swapping Andrei Svechnikov and Teuvo 
Teravainen. Those two, who have been playing on the left 

wing, along with their linemates of Sebastian Aho, Seth 
Jarvis, Jesperi Kotkaniemi, and Martin Necas, have 
combined to produce 32 points in five games since the 
switch. 

Partners In Net: Despite suffering the loss vs. Anaheim, 
Frederik Andersen has posted a 9-2-0 record, 2.29 goals-
against average and .914 save percentage in 12 
appearances (1/12-2/25) since missing 29 games with a 
lower-body injury from 11/9-1/10. Antti Raanta also posted a 
32-save shutout in his last appearance against Ottawa 
(2/24), and his three shutouts are tied for the team lead this 
season (Pyotr Kochetkov), tied for the fourth-most of any 
NHL netminder in 2022-23 and tied for his second-most in 
any single season (2016-17 with NYR: 4). Raanta has 
earned a point in a franchise-record 14 consecutive 
decisions (11/17-2/24: 12-0-2), with two or fewer goals 
allowed in six of his last nine appearances (12/27-2/24). 

On The Other Side: Suffering their first regulation loss in their 
last 10 games on Monday, Vegas currently leads a pack of 
four teams separated by just six points at the top of the 
Pacific Division. The unit added Ivan Barbashev from St. 
Louis within the last week, bolstering their forward group for 
what they hope to be another run at the Stanley Cup. Jack 
Eichel has 43 points in 47 games, but goaltending has been 
a pleasant surprise for the team this season. All-Star Logan 
Thompson, Adin Hill and newly recalled Laurent Brossoit all 
have a save percentage of .912 or greater. 

INJURY UPDATES 

 Forward Ondrej Kase has been in concussion 
protocol since October 13. He intermittently took 
part in team practices and morning skates in 
December and January, but has not participated in 
any since the All-Star break in early February. 

 Forward Max Pacioretty tore his Achilles tendon for 
the second time in six months on January 19. He 
has been placed on injured reserve and there is no 
timetable for his return. 

ADDITIONAL GAME INFORMATION 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes will be wearing their 
white sweaters with their white helmets. 

AFTER THE FINAL HORN 

The Canes are scheduled to practice in Vegas Thursday 
before flying south to Arizona. Carolina will then play their 
first-ever game at Mullett Arena on Friday against the 
Coyotes
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Puljujarvi Excited For Fresh Opportunity With Canes 
"He's very capable of playing good hockey. Everyone knows 
that he has that upside in him." 

By Walt Ruff  

LAS VEGAS, NV. - The phrase "More Finns, More Wins" has 
become a popular one amongst the Carolina Hurricanes fan 
base. 

And if it is fact, the team just improved itself on Tuesday. 

Just over 72 hours ahead of Friday's 3 p.m. ET NHL Trade 
Deadline, the team acquired forward Jesse Puljujarvi from 
the Edmonton Oilers in exchange for prospect Patrik 
Puistola. 

"At first I was like, 'Really?' and after that, I was excited and 
happy," Puljujarvi shared as his initial reaction during an 
introductory meeting with the Raleigh media this afternoon. "I 
know [the Canes] have a really good team, young guys, and 
they play really fast hockey." 

Now joining Rod Brind'Amour's club after having four 
different head coaches in six seasons in Edmonton, the deal 
is viewed as one that's low-risk, high-reward for the Canes. 
Puljujarvi is a restricted free agent at season's end and he'll 
now have some time to showcase what he can offer to the 
current Metropolitan Division's leaders, in exchange for an 
unsigned draft pick. 

"[Rod] called me and said he's happy that I'm coming," the 
now 24-year-old continued while on Zoom from his Alberta 
residence. "I'm going to work hard and we'll see where that 
goes, but he said that if I be myself, everything is going to be 
good. I'm really excited to come there and show my skills." 

Drafted fourth overall in 2016, the now 24-year-old Puljujarvi 
was picked with the prospect of becoming a dynamic forward 
in the league. His high-ranking selection also came after a 
dominant performance at the 2016 World Junior 
Chamionship, where he and Sebastian Aho played on a line 
together and led their country of Finland to a gold medal. 

"He was the best player in the tournament," Aho said of his 
new teammate in Carolina. "And there were guys like [Patrik] 
Laine, [Mikko] Rantanen, [Roope] Hintz. There are so many 
guys [from that tournament] that play big roles for their NHL 
teams now." 

While the familiarity between the two, who connected briefly 
in the moments following the trade, is certainly a plus, the 
past is nothing more than the past and now the Canes will 
see if they are able to unlock the full game of the man known 
as "The Bison King" in Edmonton. 

"This is going to be good for me and I'm going to work really, 
really hard to do everything right and be the best player I can 
be, and help the team," Puljujarvi continued. "Hopefully 
everything goes well and I will enjoy every day." 

"He's very capable of playing good hockey. Everyone knows 
that he has that upside in him," Aho added. "Hopefully we 
can get him to his full potential here." 

As far as what that potential entails, Puljujarvi describes 
himself as a good skater and strong on the forecheck. 

While the start of his NHL career may not have been what he 
hoped for, he's now eager to see what a change in scenery 
can do for him and his next chapter. 

"There were ups and downs [in Edmonton]. Some good 
times and a little bit of hard times. But everything that I had 
here, I have enjoyed. Everyone has a different kind of 
career," Puljujarvi said. "It's been a pleasure to be a part of it 
and be an NHL player. Now I'm getting a new opportunity 
and I'm excited about that." 

Puljujarvi is currently working through visa issues but hopes 
to join his new club as soon as possible. The team is 
expected to announce a jersey number for him in the near 
future. 
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Puljujarvi traded to Hurricanes by Oilers 
Edmonton receives prospect Puistola for forward 

Jesse Puljujarvi was traded to the Carolina Hurricanes by the 
Edmonton Oilers on Tuesday for forward prospect Patrik 
Puistola. 

"I hope this is going to be good for me," Puljujarvi said. "I'm 
going to work really, really hard to do everything right and be 
the best player that I can be and help the team in Carolina. 
Hopefully, everything goes well and I will work hard every 
day."  

Puljujarvi signed a one-year contract with the Oilers on July 
26, 2022, and can become a restricted free agent after the 
season. 

The 24-year-old forward has 14 points (five goals, nine 
assists) in 58 games this season. 

The Hurricanes (39-11-8) are first in the Metropolitan 
Division, three points ahead of the New Jersey Devils. 

"Jesse possesses a great blend of size (6-foot-4, 201 
pounds) and skill, and he will add to the depth of our forward 
group," Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell said. "He 
has familiarity with some of our other Finnish players 
(Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen, Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Antti 
Raanta), and we see him as a great fit for our team and 
locker room." 

Selected by the Oilers in the first round (No. 4) of the 2016 
NHL Draft, Puljujarvi has 112 points (51 goals, 61 assists) in 

112 regular-season games and five points (three goals, two 
assists) in 20 Stanley Cup Playoff games. 

"I'm really good friends with Aho," Puljujarvi said. "We have 
played many years at the juniors and been friends for the last 
10 years and working with same group in the summer. So, 
it's really fun to get to play in NHL on the same team. I'm 
looking forward (to it)." 

Puistola, a third-round pick (No. 73) in the 2019 NHL Draft by 
the Hurricanes, has not played in the NHL. The 22-year-old 
has 38 points (15 goals, 23 assists) in 56 games for Jukurit 
in Liiga, the top professional league in Finland. 

The Oilers (32-21-8) are third in the Pacific Division, four 
points behind the first-place Vegas Golden Knights. 

"What I'm trying to do is clear some [salary] cap space to try 
and do something between now and Friday (NHL Trade 
Deadline at 3 p.m. ET)," Oilers general manager Ken 
Holland said. "Certainly trying to move $3 million for a guy 
that has five goals and played six minutes last night was 
tough. But Carolina has a lot of cap space and I've had chats 
with Don Waddell even when Jesse was over in Finland, my 
first year here as a manager (2019-20), so there has been 
some interest from Carolina going way back. It probably 
worked out well for Don Waddell in Carolina, good for us and 
good for Jesse."  
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Edmonton Oilers trade ex-No. 4 pick Jesse Puljujarvi to Carolina Hurricanes 
By Ryan S. Clark 

The Carolina Hurricanes bolstered their forward depth 
Tuesday by picking up winger Jesse Puljujarvi from the 
Edmonton Oilers in exchange for forward prospect Patrik 
Puistola. 

It was believed that Puljujarvi's time with the Oilers, the team 
that drafted him with the fourth pick in 2016, was coming to 
an end. Puljujarvi will be a pending restricted free agent and 
has never quite achieved the heights expected after going 
fourth in the draft. 

Coming into this season, he had scored more than 10 goals 
in three of the past four years. But those contributions were 
not always the most consistent. 

Puljujarvi, who has five goals and 14 points in 58 games with 
the Oilers this season, gives the Hurricanes a potential top-
nine forward. Finding more scoring help has been a priority 
for the Metropolitan Division leaders since around mid-
January, when Max Pacioretty suffered his second Achilles 
injury within the past year. Pacioretty, who arrived in an 
offseason trade with the Vegas Golden Knights, gave the 
Hurricanes a proven top-six forward. 

The Canes had to wait after acquiring Pacioretty because he 
underwent Achilles surgery in the summer. He returned in 
January and scored three goals in his first four games, only 
to get injured in his fifth game in a noncontact play in the final 
minute of a game against the Minnesota Wild. 

The understanding is that the Hurricanes were among the 
teams that pushed for Timo Meier before he was traded to 
the New Jersey Devils. Carolina also showed interest in 

Patrick Kane, who looks like he is headed to the New York 
Rangers. 

As for the Oilers? They receive a 22-year-old prospect in 
Puistola, who has 15 goals and 38 points with Jukurit in the 
Liiga, the highest division of Finnish hockey. But the fact they 
moved Puljuvari and his $3 million cap hit could be a sign 
that something larger might be coming before Friday's 
deadline. 

The Oilers entered Tuesday third in the Pacific Division 
standings. They are four points behind the Golden Knights 
for first place but just two points ahead of their fellow division 
opponent Seattle Kraken for the final Western Conference 
wild-card spot. 

The Oilers have only won three times in their past 10 games, 
and that's with a team that averages a league-high 3.80 
goals per game. Edmonton has a few defensive challenges, 
which is why it's 13th in goals allowed per game at 3.28 per 
contest. 

Determining how the Oilers could fix their defensive issues 
remains the biggest question in the final days leading up to 
the Friday deadline. They came into the final week with no 
cap space, but moving on from Puljujarvi and his $3 million 
cap hit means they have more breathing room to potentially 
make a move ahead of the deadline. 

TSN's Darren Dreger reported Tuesday that the Oilers were 
in contact with the Arizona Coyotes about defenseman 
Jakob Chychrun, one of the more coveted players going into 
the Friday deadline. Dreger also reported the Oilers reached 
out to the Columbus Blue Jackets about defenseman 
Vladislav Gavrikov and the Nashville Predators about 
defenseman Mattias Ekholm. 
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Hurricanes' Puljujarvi excited to reunite with Aho, show off his forechecking 
By Mike Johnston 

It’s unclear exactly when Jesse Puljujarvi will join his new 
Carolina Hurricanes teammates – the 24-year-old is getting 
his visa sorted after being acquired in a trade with the 
Edmonton Oilers – but whenever he does, he’s certain to 
greet them donning a huge smile on his face. 

Puljujarvi said he’s “really excited and happy to be part of 
Carolina right now” during a media availability with reporters 
Tuesday afternoon. 

“They have a really good team,” Puljujarvi said. “Young guys, 
they play really fast hockey. They’re a good team and I’d 
really like to be a good player as part of that organization.” 

One reason Puljujarvi, selected fourth overall by Edmonton 
in 2016, is eager to join the Hurricanes is he’ll be reunited 
with former world junior teammate and Carolina leading 
scorer Sebastian Aho. 

“I’m really good friends with Aho and have been friends for 
10 years,” said Puljujarvi, who explained the pair also work 
out with the same crew during off-seasons. 

They were teammates and linemates alongside Patrik Laine 
for Finland at the 2016 IIHF World Junior Championship. 
Puljujarvi and Aho alone combined for 10 goals and 31 
points in seven games that tournament en route to winning a 
gold medal. 

He also knows Finnish forward Teuvo Teravainen, who’s part 
of the aforementioned summer group and a frequent golf 
partner of Puljujarvi. 

Puljujarvi posted career highs in points, plus/minus and ice-
time last season, yet averaged only 12:15 of ice-time and 
scored just five goals and nine assists in 58 games this 
season with Edmonton in a mostly bottom-six role. 

Aho, meanwhile, skates on Carolina’s top line and is on pace 
to record his fourth 30-goal campaign of the past five 
seasons. 

It’s unclear, perhaps unlikely, Puljujarvi and Aho get placed 
on the same line but Puljujarvi mentioned Hurricanes head 
coach Rod Brind'Amour gave him a call after the trade was 
completed. 

“(Brind'Amour) said if I be myself everything’s gonna be 
good. Really excited to go there and show my skills. … My 
strength is skating and I can really, really forecheck and I 
think I’m gonna be a good fit on that team.” 

Puljujarvi is a pending restricted free agent whose current 
salary cap hit on Carolina is $3 million, per CapFriendly. 

“I hope this is gonna be good for me,” Puljujarvi said of 
getting a fresh start in with the Hurricanes. “I’m gonna work 
really hard to be the best player I can be and help the team 
in Carolina and hopefully everything goes well and I’ll enjoy 
every day.” 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 1, 2023 

 

Oilers clear cap space by trading Puljujarvi to Hurricanes for Puistola 
The Carolina Hurricanes acquired forward Jesse Puljujarvi 
from the Edmonton Oilers in exchange for Finnish forward 
Patrik Puistola on Tuesday. 

As an underperforming $3-million six-foot-four winger who 
has scored just five goals and nine assists for 14 points in 58 
games this season, Puljujarvi has bounced around the Oilers 
lineup and been a trade and waiver candidate all season.  

Oilers GM Ken Holland said during Tuesday's media 
conference that after discussing a new contract with 
Puljujarvi's agent in recent weeks, he decided it would be 
best if the 2016 fourth-overall pick got a new start 
somewhere else, especially given the winger's reduced ice 
time and low stats.  

Holland added that making the trade at this point was mainly 
about moving salary ahead of Friday's trade deadline. 
"Today was more about getting $3 million in cap space," he 
said. He added he was open to the idea of a rental this 
season, and that upgrading his top-four defencemen was his 
priority. 

It’s been a dramatic career in Edmonton for Puljujarvi, 
anointed “The Bison King” by Oilers fans after he posed with 
a buffalo at nearby Elk Island National Park.  

Chosen in 2016 ahead of Matthew Tkachuk (sixth overall), 
Mikhail Sergachev (ninth), Jakob Chychrun (16th) and Alex 
DeBrincat (39th), among others. At the time, Puljujarvi 
dropping unexpectedly to No. 4 seemed a steal, and a pick 
that 31 other NHL general managers likely would have made 
in that spot.  

But Puljujarvi was mishandled by then-Oilers general 
manager Peter Chiarelli and developed more slowly than 
expected, eventually going home to play for Oulu Karpat of 
the Finnish league, just as current GM Ken Holland arrived in 
Edmonton. Puljujarvi returned to Edmonton for the 2020-21 
season, but almost three full seasons later, Puljujarvi has 
descended the roster to the point where he is the forward 
who makes room for a regular’s return.  

Mostly because the player is so popular with the Oilers fan 
base, Holland gave him one last contract last summer, 
qualifying the restricted free agent on a one-year, $3-million 
deal.  

“Jesse possesses a great blend of size and skill, and he will 
add to the depth of our forward group,” Hurricanes general 
manager Don Waddell said in a statement. “He has 
familiarity with some of our other Finnish players, and we see 
him as a great fit for our team and locker room.” 

The 22-year-old Puistola, picked in the third round (79th 
overall) by the Hurricanes in the 2019 draft, has not played in 
the NHL -- so the trade clears some cap space for the Oilers. 

The Finnish native is playing in his country's top league with 
Jukurit Mikkeli. He has 15 goals and 23 assists for 38 points 
in 56 games this season. 

Puistola played in the 2020 World Junior Championship for 
Finland, registering five goals and three assists in seven 
games. Finland finished fourth. 
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What the Oilers and Hurricanes get in cap-clearing Jesse Puljujarvi trade 
By Jason Bukala and Rory Boylen 

The Bison King is on his way to Carolina.  

Edmonton Oilers GM Ken Holland sent Jesse Puljujarvi to 
the Hurricanes Tuesday, for 22-year-old third-round prospect 
Patrik Puistola, the leading scorer for his Finnish League 
team.  

While the Oilers will hope Puistola pays off as an NHL player 
in time (he is not signed yet), the real reason to do this deal 
was to clear cap space for the trade deadline. Puljujarvi's $3 
million just became too expensive for his bottom-six role and 
complete lack of offence, but instead of waiving him, the 
team gets an asset in return and full salary relief.  

With just 20 players on the roster, Edmonton's projected 
trade deadline cap space will now be roughly $4.35 million 
according to Cap Friendly. Holland noted, however, that he 
has something less than that to use in trade, since he'd 
rather have a 21- or even 22-man roster at least.  

"In my mind (the Puljujarvi trade) doesn't move $3 million it 
moves two and a quarter because if we're going to go from 
20 players to 21 I need to have 750 (thousand) to get the 
21st player on the books," Holland said. "I'm trying to get 
from 20 players to 21 players. We don't want to go with 20 
players the last 20 games."  

This was the starting move of Edmonton's trade deadline 
plan, with at least one more acquisition to come, if not more. 
Edmonton's top need is for a defenceman, and they're in on 
all sorts of types, from depth guys to top-four defenders, and 
from rentals to players with term.  

Holland, who has shied away from trading a first-round pick 
for a rental in the past, said he was more open to that 
thought this season. 

"There's a few players out there we think would fit," Holland 
said. "Today I'm hoping was step 1." 

The Hurricanes, meantime, are swimming in cap space, still 
with over $7 million available to them by Friday. They can 
still make a more impactful deal to follow those around them 
in the Eastern Conference, but in Puljujarvi they get another 
project player, the sort they've never shied away from in the 
past.  

While we wait and see what the Oilers -- and Hurricanes for 
that matter -- will do next, we turn to our scout Jason Bukala 
for his breakdown of the Puljujarvi trade from both sides.  

SCOUT'S ANALYSIS 

The Jesse Puljujarvi era has ended in Edmonton, nearly 
seven years after he was the fourth overall draft pick.  

Here’s my player breakdown on the deal: 

Carolina Receives 

• Jesse Puljujarvi 

Things obviously didn’t work out in Edmonton for Puljujarvi. 
But it wasn’t for a lack of effort on both sides. 

The Oilers were as patient as they could possibly be waiting 
for the player to find another level in his game. 

Puljujarvi could not have been more honest about his own 
struggles and lack of production. 

There were some positives to take out of Puljujarvi’s game 
this year, though. 

For example, his 112 hits show he is willing to play hard in 
the trenches and lean on opponents with his 6-foot-4, 201-
pound frame. He will add another layer of physicality to the 
Hurricanes' forward group and becomes their second-most 
punishing forward behind Andrei Svechnikov’s 125 hits. 

The Hurricanes are a team that relies on balance more than 
super stardom throughout their lineup. The fresh start should 
be positive for Puljujarvi. He’s going to a contending team 
that will sit him down and outline their expectations for him. I 
expect him to play a full 200-foot game, finish his checks, 
and keep things simple. 

I’m noticing some opinions floating around the hockey 
universe following this trade, including some suggesting 
Puljujarvi could settle into his new home and, eventually, 
have the same kind of impact Valeri Nichushkin has had with 
the Colorado Avalanche. 

I have to give credit for the thought comparison. I understand 
the similarities between the two players and their struggles 
with the team that originally drafted them (Nichushkin – 
Dallas). 

A more recent example is Eeli Tolvanen in Seattle. The 
Nashville Predators waived their former first-round pick (30th 
overall in 2017) earlier this season, and Tolvanen has scored 
10 goals and five assists in the 25 games since being 
claimed by the Kraken. 

The bottom line is anything is possible. 

Edmonton Receives 

• Patrik Puistola 

Puistola is the leading scorer for Jukurit in Finland's Liiga 
(Finland’s first division). He was originally selected by 
Carolina in the third round, 73rd overall in 2019. 

He averages between 16–20 minutes per game for Jukurit, 
and has 15 goals and 38 points in 56 games. The bulk of his 
ice time comes at even strength and the first power-play unit. 
He has very rarely been deployed on the penalty kill. 

Puistola is quick in transition. He has a gear through the 
neutral zone. When he gets the edge his first instinct is to 
take an additional stride or two and fire the puck at the net in 
motion. In my opinion he has a shoot-first mentality 
compared to being a playmaker. 

If the Oilers decide to sign Puistola, it’s going to take some 
time for him to adjust to the smaller ice. He will also have to 
pay better attention to detail defensively, but that’s an area of 
his game that can be coached in (he just has to buy in). 

CONCLUSION ON THE TRADE 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 1, 2023 

 

The Oilers have done well with this transaction. They open 
up valuable cap space and inherit a prospect with offensive 
upside. 

The Hurricanes are an excellent team. They have a specific 
plan in mind when drafting, signing, and trading for players 
and they feel Puljujarvi fits their mold. It’s hard for me to say 
it’s a win for the Hurricanes, at this stage. The Puljujarvi 
scenario will work its way out in time.
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Oilers move on from Puljujarvi, now prepare to go shopping in trade market 
By Mark Spector 

EDMONTON — Bye, son.  

Everything about Jesse (The Bison King) Puljujarvi has been 
extraordinary. Every Instagram post or pizza-pounding 
cameo another morsel on which Oilers fans grazed, taking 
whatever sustenance they could while waiting for the real 
meat that never quite arrived:  

The goals, assists and points.  

From his 1,000-watt smile, to his cult-like following, to the 
2016 World Junior tournament where he was named MVP of 
a star-studded field, Puljujarvi’s entry into the Edmonton 
market was spectacular. He fell inexplicably to No. 4 in the 
draft when Columbus' Finnish GM Jarmo Kekalainen — the 
only GM who could truly speak with Puljujarvi at that time 
— decided to pass on his young countryman.  

"He was a Top 5 pick — Top 3, Top 4 — I don't care who 
was picking," Oilers GM Ken Holland said of that draft, 
having finally closed the lid on a trade that has been cooking 
for most of two years.  

"It's a disappointing day on one hand, because he's the 
fourth overall pick and you're hoping that that pick is going to 
have some significant impact on your team. I like to think that 
Jesse has done everything that he could do to be the best 
player that he could be." 

He tried his best. But no matter what the analytics told us, 
when they dropped the puck it just wasn’t there.  

Not often enough, anyhow.  

"It’s sad," said Connor McDavid. "Jesse is someone I’ve 
played with for a long time.   

"He’s at his best when he’s having fun. Those are the best 
memories of Jesse." 

From the Instagram post of Puljujarvi taking that ride home 
with a random Oilers fan, to he and his loveable Golden 
Retriever Jaffa posing with buffalo at nearby Elk Island Park, 
The Bison King became arguably the second most popular 
Oiler behind McDavid, at the peak of his ascent.  

That ascent ended long ago, however.  

Puljujarvi was dealt to Carolina on Tuesday for an unknown 
named Patrik Puistola. The 22-year-Finn has never played a 
game of North American pro hockey and possibly never will, 
but he was the best Ken Holland could find in a trade.  

"I guess so," Holland shrugged, preferring brevity over the 
alternate reality that has so followed this player throughout 
his career.  

History will show that Puljujarvi was the most divisive Oilers 
player in years — unintentionally so — as some fans (and 
some media) were buffaloed into thinking the big right-winger 

was a superstar who simply needed the proper chance to 
shine.  

Others noted that, over his six seasons in Edmonton, the one 
centreman with whom Puljujarvi played the most was 
McDavid. "Is that not opportunity enough?" they asked.  

That fan love played a small role in Holland’s decision to sign 
Puljujarvi to one last deal last summer, which he would 
regret as a $3 million player sputtered along with five goals in 
58 games this season, becoming almost unmovable.  

In his final game as an Oiler, Puljujarvi logged 6:04 in ice 
time in a 3-2 loss to Boston. The next day he was the 
solution to Edmonton’s quest for cap space, a fourth-overall 
pick traded for a guy who may never wear an Oilers jersey.  

"There (was) good times and a little bit of hard times," 
Puljujarvi said on a call with Carolina media. "Everyone has 
different kinds of careers. (There) has been pressure to be… 
an NHL player. Now I’m getting a new opportunity and I’m 
excited." 

Holland had offered Puljujarvi a contract extension at likely 
40 per cent of the $3 million qualifying offer Puljujarvi is due, 
because, as the GM said, "I’m looking for cheap players." 

Wisely, Puljujarvi declined, choosing to move on for a 
second chance elsewhere. What better place than Carolina, 
a better team than Edmonton and home to his old World 
Junior linemate Sebastien Aho.  

Former Oilers GM Peter Chiarelli had gone to that 2016 draft 
with a plan to draft defenceman Mikhail Sergachev, then 
called an audible when Puljujarvi was available at No. 4. At 
the time, nobody questioned the selection.  

Ironically, Puljujarvi went 12 picks ahead of defenceman 
Jakob Chychrun. Seven years later, his newly available cap 
space will be used to target the Arizona defenceman, one of 
several blue-liners that Holland is bidding on as Friday’s 
deadline nears.  

He confirmed that acquiring a defenceman is his top priority. 
"I would say so, yes."  

Would Holland trade his first-round pick for a pure rental?  

"I’m open to it," he said.  

Puljujarvi now heads East, where he’ll try to impress the 
Hurricanes enough to earn a new contract.  

It’s a very good team, with a hard, expectant coach in Rod 
Brind’Amour. But Puljujarvi wore his trademark, ear-to-ear 
smile on Tuesday, as he explained to the hockey media in 
Raleigh how to pronounce his name, among other things.  

And he looked ahead, rather than back.  

"I hope this is gonna be good for me." 
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NHL trade deadline bold predictions: Penguins land Jakob Chychrun, Predators move 
Juuse Saros  
There is still time for GMs to pull off some surprises ahead of 
the NHL trade deadline 

By Austin Nivison  

The 2023 NHL trade deadline has already been one of the 
most chaotic in recent memory, but that doesn't mean the 
fireworks are over. With some big names coming off the 
board early, general managers have time to get creative and 
pull off some stunners before Mar. 3. 

Players like Timo Meier, Ryan O'Reilly, and Vladimir 
Tarasenko have been off the board for a while now, but there 
are still teams looking to upgrade their roster for a deep 
playoff run. The Pittsburgh Penguins might want to take a big 
swing with their core players still intact, and the Carolina 
Hurricanes need more offensive firepower after Max 
Pacioretty's injury. 

On the other end, teams like the Nashville Predators and 
Philadelphia Flyers may try to move some big names with 
their status as sellers already established. 

Here are some bold predictions for what will happen in the 
last couple of days leading up to the 2023 NHL trade 
deadline: 

Flames trade Tyler Toffoli to Wild 

The Flames have some big decisions to make and not a lot 
of time to make them. At the moment, Calgary sits four 
points out of the second wild card spot in the Western 
Conference, but that doesn't tell the whole story. 

In terms of points percentage, the Flames are 10th in the 
conference. That puts them behind the Nashville Predators, 
who have already decided to become sellers. Calgary 
doesn't have much time to turn things around, and it may be 
prudent for the team to do a bit of selling in order to gain 
something from what has been a disappointing season so 
far. 

If the Flames do decide to flip a couple of roster players for 
future assets, Toffoli could bring in a big haul for a team in 
need of offense. That's where the Minnesota Wild enter this 
scenario. 

The Wild's biggest struggle this season has been depth 
scoring, and if they hope to challenge the other top teams in 
the Western Conference, they probably need to acquire 
some more offensive firepower. With 25 goals and 52 points 
in 60 games this season, Toffoli would give them a 
significant upgrade. 

Not only would Toffoli give Kirill Kaprizov some extra help up 
front this season, but he is also signed for a manageable 
$4.25 million through 2023-24. The buyout penalties from the 
Zach Parise and Ryan Suter contracts only get worse next 

season, so taking on a team-friendly deal like Toffoli's could 
help Minnesota remain competitive in the Western 
Conference next season too. -- Nivison 

Penguins land Jakob Chychrun in deal with Coyotes 

The Pittsburgh Penguins are clinging to the final Wild Card 
spot in the Eastern Conference and have been about as 
inconsistent as any playoff-caliber team around the league 
lately. Penguins general manager Ron Hextall chose to get 
the band back together when he re-signed Evgeni Malkin 
and Kris Letang to long-term deals in the offseason, so he 
really can't sit on his hands now.  

The window may not be open for much longer for Pittsburgh, 
so the Penguins have to go for broke. That's why it makes 
sense for the Penguins to make a splash at the trade 
deadline in the form of acquiring star defenseman Jakob 
Chychrun from the Arizona Coyotes. 

The Penguins' defense is allowing 3.20 goals-per-game, 
which ranks in the bottom half of the league. The addition of 
Chychrun would give them an excellent two-way 
defenseman that would shore up the team's blue line. 

Chychrun possesses a cannon of a shot that would really 
add another dynamic to Pittsburgh's offense. He could also 
be a tremendous asset on the team's power-play if he were 
to be added to the mix. 

If the Penguins were to add Chychrun, it also wouldn't be 
surprising if Hextall figured out a way to include Coyotes 
goaltender Karel Vejmelka in the deal. Tristan Jarry can't 
seem to stay healthy this season and Casey DeSmith has 
struggled to the tune of a 3.27 goals-against-average in relief 
of Jarry. -- Bengel 

Hurricanes acquire Sam Reinhart from Panthers 

Carolina missed out on the biggest prize of this year's trade 
deadline when Timo Meier went to the New Jersey Devils, 
but there are still options available to general manager Don 
Waddell, especially if the Florida Panthers decide to become 
sellers. 

Much like the Flames, the Panthers' chances of reaching the 
postseason are lower than they appear on the surface. 
That's because Florida's points percentage of .525 ranks 
12th in the conference. The New York Islanders, Detroit Red 
Wings, and Ottawa Senators are all ahead of the Panthers in 
that category. 

With Florida's playoff hopes hanging by a thread, it might be 
worthwhile for Carolina to inquire about winger Sam 
Reinhart. Max Pacioretty is essentially done for the season 
with another Achilles injury, so the Hurricanes are once 
again looking for a scoring winger, and Reinhart would fit that 
bill. 
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Over the last two seasons with the Panthers, Reinhart has 
played 139 games and scored 54 goals. There's no reason 
Reinhart couldn't continue scoring at that pace -- or even 
higher -- on a Hurricanes team that is stacked with young 
offensive playmakers. 

In terms of the money, this could make a bit of sense for both 
sides. The Panthers would have $6.5 million in cap space 
with which to reload in the summer, and he has one more 
year left on his contract. Reinhart wouldn't be a rental for 
Carolina, and the team wouldn't have to find a way to fit him 
in under the cap when Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen, 
Martin Necas, and Seth Jarvis all become free agents in the 
summer of 2024. -- Nivison 

Golden Knights stand pat 

Over the years, the Vegas Golden Knights have made it 
clear that they're not afraid to make a big deal at the trade 
deadline. 

While it wasn't at the trade deadline last season, the team 
did go out and acquire Jack Eichel from the Buffalo Sabres. 
In previous years, the Golden Knights have added Mark 
Stone, Max Pacioretty, and Tomas Tatar prior to the trade 
deadline. 

It's a mindset that hasn't failed the Golden Knights as they've 
qualified for the playoffs in four of their first five seasons in 
the NHL. However, this is the year where Vegas might 
actually hang onto their assets and play with the roster that 
they have. 

In February, the Golden Knights announced that captain 
Mark Stone had back surgery and would be out of the lineup 
indefinitely, with no guarantee he'd be back for the 
postseason. 

Vegas currently leads the Western Conference with 76 
points and obviously has gotten along fine without Stone, 
who has been limited to just 43 games this season. This is a 
group that still has plenty of playmakers in the form of Eichel, 
Jonathan Marchessault, Reilly Smith, and Chandler 
Stephenson, so a marquee move may not be needed. 

Goalie Logan Thompson is currently dealing with a leg injury 
and has been placed on injured reserve. As long as 
Thompson is back by playoff time, the Golden Knights 
should still be a dangerous force in the West even if they 
stand pat at the deadline. -- Bengel 

Predators trade Juuse Saros 

The Nashville Predators entered the trade market as sellers 
over the weekend, and they did so with a bang. They began 
their fire sale by trading Nino Niederreiter to the Winnipeg 
Jets and trading Tanner Jeannot to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 

The Predators probably have more moves on the way, and 
while it seems like Juuse Saros might be one of a few 
untouchables, it would probably be in their best interest to 
listen to offers on star goaltender. 

Saros has two more years at $5 million left on his contract, 
and he is slated to become an unrestricted free agent in July 

of 2025. Assuming Saros continues to play at a high level 
over the next two years, he will be due for a raise at that 
time. If the Predators remain committed to their rebuild, 
would it be prudent to give a large payday to Saros, who will 
be 30 years old then? 

For most teams, the answer might be, "Yes." Consistent 
goaltending, especially Vezina-caliber goaltending, is hard to 
find. Saros could be dominant well into his 30's, but Nashville 
might not need him to be. 

That's because the future of Nashville's goaltending position 
might already be in the AHL. The Predators drafted highly-
touted goaltending prospect Yaroslav Askarov with the No. 
11 overall pick in the 2020 NHL Draft, and that selection 
already looks like a good one. In his first season with the 
AHL's Milwaukee Admirals, Askarov has posted strong 
numbers en route to being named an All-Star. 

As the Predators try to build around young talent, Askarov 
may be ready to take over in goal in just a couple of years. 
Askarov will turn 23 in the summer of 2025, and he might be 
the better option if Nashville is taking a long-term approach 
to roster construction under new general manager Barry 
Trotz. 

Trading away a franchise player and a top-five goaltender in 
the league may be a tough pill to swallow for the Predators, 
but moving Saros to a team in need of goaltending could set 
them up very well for the future. -- Nivison 

Kraken acquire James van Riemsdyk 

The Seattle Kraken went through some growing pains that 
most expansion teams do in in their inaugural season. Fast 
forward a year later, and the Kraken are vying for a playoff 
spot in a very tight Western Conference. 

The Kraken were never going to chase a Timo Meier or 
Patrick Kane, but there are a few veteran forwards that could 
really help them on a run towards the playoffs. One of which 
is Philadelphia Flyers winger James van Riemsdyk. 

There's a sense of familiarity with van Riemsdyk with Dave 
Hakstol having served as as the Flyers' head coach for part 
of van Riemsdyk's first season in Philadelphia back in 2018-
19.  

van Riemsdyk obviously isn't the explosive 30-goal scorer 
that he used to be, but he's still got plenty to offer a team like 
Seattle. The Flyers forward has tallied nine goals and 14 
assists on the season and would provide a veteran presence 
on the Kraken's second or third line. 

The 33-year old is set to be an unrestricted free agent this 
summer, so he likely won't carry a hefty trade price. 

van Riemsdyk sat out Philadelphia's game on Saturday 
against the New Jersey Devils for undisclosed reasons, 
fueling speculation that he's going to be moved. While it's 
been stated that the Flyers are talking to several teams, 
going to a head coach that's familiar with van Riemsdyk's 
playing style would make a ton of sense. -- Bengel 
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Carolina Hurricanes at Vegas Golden Knights: Game Preview and Storm Advisory 
By Brian LeBlanc  

Carolina Hurricanes (39-11-8) at Vegas Golden Knights (35-
19-6) 

2022-23 Regular Season — Game 59 
Wednesday, March 1, 2023 — 10:00 pm ET 
T-Mobile Arena — Las Vegas, Nev. 

Watch: Bally Sports South 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

Quick, he said, write up the preview before one of these 
teams makes a trade! 

The Carolina Hurricanes start a quick spin through the desert 
tonight as they visit the Vegas Golden Knights. Who will suit 
up (for either team)? It’s two days before the trade deadline, 
so your guess is as good as mine. 

The newest Hurricane, Jesse Puljujarvi, is unlikely to play 
tonight owing to visa machinations required to change 
countries as part of the trade. With the government involved, 
a timeframe is anyone’s guess, but given that this is a short 
trip the betting odds seem to favor a debut on Sunday when 
the Canes return to Raleigh to face the Lightning. 

The Golden Knights, meanwhile, seem to be in on every 
trade rumor, so there’s really no telling who might be in 
uniform on the home bench tonight. What we know we’ll see 
is two of the league’s top teams facing off in what could 
easily pass as a Stanley Cup Final preview. 

Game Notes 

 The Canes and Knights will meet twice in the next 
week and a half, with the return visit from Vegas at 
PNC Arena scheduled for a week from Saturday. 

 Both teams should be well rested and cranky: the 
Canes, obviously, got goalied on Saturday by John 
Gibson (followed by two days off to stew over it), 
while Vegas went to Colorado and was shut out by 
the Avalanche on Monday. 

 Tonight will be Dylan Coghlan’s return to Vegas, 
after his offseason trade with Max Pacioretty for 
literally nothing. He spent parts of two seasons with 
the Golden Knights, which will likely merit a cursory 
recognition on the video board, although I guess 
they could repurpose what would have been a more 
significant welcome-home video for Pacioretty that 
is presumably mothballed. 

 The Hurricanes are remarkably good on the road 
this season: since November 29 they are 12-1-2 
away from PNC Arena, and their 42 road points are 
third-best in the league. And tonight, they will visit 
an arena where they’ve only lost once, ever. (I 
know, I know, I’m trying to delete it.) 

 Sebastian Aho (nine points in seven games) has 
feasted on the Knights in their existence, but don’t 
sleep on noted offensive dynamo...uh...Derek 
Stepan (!), who is nearly a point per game player 
himself against Vegas (11 points in 13 games). 
Only Brent Burns’ 13 in 17 games tops Stepan’s 
exploits. 
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Carolina Hurricanes acquire Jesse Puljujarvi from Edmonton Oilers 
The Hurricanes have been linked to Puljujarvi for what 
seems like forever, and three days before the trade deadline 
they finally complete a trade that seemed all but inevitable. 

By Brian LeBlanc  

The Carolina Hurricanes announced on Tuesday that they 
have acquired forward Jesse Puljujarvi from the Edmonton 
Oilers in exchange for Finnish prospect Patrik Puistola. 

Puljujarvi, selected fourth overall in the 2016 NHL Draft, has 
long been a player that the Hurricanes have kept tabs on. He 
fell out of favor in Edmonton under coaches Todd McLellan 
and Ken Hitchcock, eventually leaving the Oilers to spend 
two years with Kärpät in the Finnish Liiga. He re-signed with 
Edmonton prior to the pandemic-delayed 2020-21 season, 
and signed a one year, $3 million contract last offseason to 
avoid arbitration. 

Puljujarvi registered a career high of 36 points in 65 games 
last season. He has posted 14 points in 55 games for 
Edmonton this year. He will be a restricted free agent with 
arbitration rights after this season. 

Prior to his draft year, Puljujarvi teamed with once-and-again 
teammate Sebastian Aho and Patrik Laine of the Columbus 
Blue Jackets to post historic numbers at the World Junior 
Hockey Championships. Puljujarvi registered 17 points in the 
seven-game tournament, tying Wayne Gretzky and Eric 
Lindros for second place in tournament history and only one 
behind Jaromir Jagr’s record of 18. The trio of Puljujarvi, Aho 
and Laine registered a total of 34 points as Finland won the 
gold medal. 

Puistola, drafted in the third round in 2019, has bounced 
around to four different Liiga teams since he was selected. 
His draft rights expire on June 1 of this year, after which he 
will be an unrestricted free agent. 

 

 

He Said It: Jesse Puljujarvi on trade to Carolina 
The 24-year old Finnish forward was traded from the 
Edmonton Oilers to the Carolina Hurricanes Tuesday for 
prospect Patrik Puistola. 

By Ryan Henkel  

On Tuesday afternoon, Jesse Puljujarvi was traded from the 
Edmonton Oilers to the Carolina Hurricanes for prospect 
Patrik Puistola.  

Puljujarvi is a 24-year old Finnish forward who will be an 
RFA at the end of this season. 

He was made available to the media Tuesday afternoon over 
Zoom. Here’s what he had to say: 

On being traded to Carolina: At first I was like, ‘Really?’ and 
after that I was excited and happy. I’m really excited and 
happy to be part of Carolina right now. 

On what he knows about Carolina as a team: I know they 
have a really good team with young guys and that they play 
really fast hockey. They’re a good team and I really would 
like to be a good player as a part of that organization and 
team. 

On Sebastian Aho: I’m really good friends with Aho. We have 
played many years at the juniors and been friends over the 
last 10 years. Working in the same summer group. It’s really 
fun to get to play in the NHL on the same team. 

On other teammates he knows: I know Teuvo [Teravainen] 
pretty well too. We have (been in) the same summer group 
for a couple of years. I know him well and we play golf in the 
summer too. The other Finns I know a little bit, but not that 
well. I know everyone a little bit. 

On what Brind’Amour told him: He called me and just said 
that he was happy I come there and gonna work hard and 
let’s see where that goes. But he said if I be myself, 
everything is going to be good. I’m really excited to come 
there and show my skills. 

On the type of player he is: I think my strengths is my skating 
and I can really, really forecheck. I think those are going to 
be good on that team. 

On his time in Edmonton: There were ups and downs. So 
good times and a little bit hard times. But everything that I 
had here, I have enjoyed and everyone has a different kind 
of career. It’s been a pleasure to be a part of it and be an 
NHL player. Now I’m getting a new opportunity and I’m 
excited about that. 

On getting a fresh start: This is going to be good for me and 
I’m going to work really, really hard to do everything right and 
be the best player I can be and help the team. Hopefully 
everything goes well and I will enjoy every day. 
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Hurricanes Acquire Jesse Puljujarvi From Oilers 
By Mike Stephens 

The Edmonton Oilers have traded forward Jesse Puljujarvi to 
the Carolina Hurricanes in exchange for forward Patrik 
Puistola. 

The breakup everyone knew was coming has finally 
happened.  

After years of speculation, the Edmonton Oilers mercifully did 
what everyone expected them to on Tuesday afternoon, 
trading forward Jesse Puljujarvi to the Carolina Hurricanes in 
exchange for forward Patrik Puistola.  

According to Sportsnet's Elliotte Friedman, no money is 
being retained in the deal, meaning the Oilers will clear all of 
Puljujarvi's $3-million cap hit off their books ahead of the 
trade deadline.  

After the Oilers drafted Puljujarvi fourth overall pick in 2016, 
he will now get the fresh start he so desperately needs and 
will join a Hurricanes club that sits near the top of the NHL 
standings.  

It's no secret that it's been tough sledding for Puljujarvi lately. 
After finishing last season with a respectable 36 points in 65 

games, the 24-year-old's production plummeted in 2022-23 
to the tune of five goals and nine assists for 14 points in 58 
games. Puljujarvi's ice time also dropped to an average of 
just over 12 minutes per game.  

While Puljujarvi's offensive potential has yet to be realized, 
his possession numbers have always been impressive year-
to-year. His proficiency in his own zone made him leave 
Edmonton as arguably the Oilers' best defensive forward.  

Alas, it just never seemed to work out for Puljujarvi in blue 
and orange.  

After a prolonged contract dispute that saw him spend a year 
back home in Finland, followed by a few healthy scratches 
this season, Puljujarvi and the Oilers were destined to part 
ways for quite some time. Now, they finally have, allowing 
both sides to chart their new paths.  

Heading back Edmonton's way is Puistola, a third-round pick 
of Carolina's from the 2019 draft. The 22-year-old currently 
has 15 goals and 23 assists for 38 points in 56 games for 
Jukurut of the Liiga.  

Stay tuned. The trade deadline is still just days away.  
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https://www.canescountry.com/2023/2/28/23619265/he-said-it-jesse-puljujarvi-on-trade-to-carolina-hurricanes-edmonton-oilers-aho-teravainen 
https://thehockeynews.com/news/hurricanes-acquire-jesse-puljujarvi-from-oilers 
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Hurricanes dip into NHL trade market, acquire winger from Oilers for 
unsigned prospect 

 

Justin Pelletier 

6-7 minutes 28/02/2023 

 

A new hometown and a fresh start on the ice with a new group of 
teammates — many with whom he is familiar — just might be what Jesse 
Puljujarvi needs to reach the potential so many people saw in him when 
the Edmonton Oilers drafted him fourth overall in the 2016 NHL Draft. 

That’s what the Carolina Hurricanes are hoping for; that’s why they 
traded for the struggling 24-year-old left wing Tuesday, sending the 
signing rights of an unsigned 2019 draft prospect to the Oilers. 

That’s also what Puljujarvi is hoping for as he readies to join his new 
club. 

“I’m getting a new opportunity, and I am excited for that,” Puljujarvi said 
on a Zoom call Tuesday afternoon. 

“I hope this is going to be good for me, and I’m going to work really, really 
hard to do everything right and be the best player I can be and help the 
team in Carolina. Hopefully everything goes well and I will enjoy every 
day.” 

The Canes wasted no time in reaching out to their newest player. 
Puljujarvi said Tuesday head coach Rod Brind’Amour reached out to him 
shortly after the trade was made official. 

“He called me already, and he said he was happy I am coming there,” 
Puljujarvi said. “He said to be myself, and everything will be good. I am 
really excited to go (to Raleigh) and show my skills.” 

As expected, Puljujarvi is well aware of the brand of hockey the Canes 
emphasize in Raleigh. 

“My strength is skating, and I really like to forecheck, and I think I am 
going to be a really good fit on that team,” Puljujarvi said. 

“I know they have a really good team, young guys, and they play really 
fast hockey. I’d really like to be a good player for that organization, part of 
the team.” 

Faced with mounting pressure to act as teams around the Eastern 
Conference added to their rosters ahead of Friday’s NHL trade deadline, 
the Hurricanes had been conspicuously silent. 

But just after the team left the ice after practice at Invisalign Arena on 
Tuesday, the Canes confirmed they’d acquired Puljujarvi from Edmonton 
for unsigned 2019 draft pick Patrik Puistola. 

“At first I was like, ‘Really?’ After that I was excited, and happy,” Puljujarvi 
said. “I’m really excited to be part of Carolina right now.” 

A 6-foot-4 winger, the right-handed Puljujarvi was drafted fourth overall in 
2016 by the Oilers. He has five goals and nine assists for 14 points in 58 
games this season for the Oilers, to go with 30 penalty minutes. 

Puljujarvi has 112 points in 317 career NHL games, and has five points in 
20 career playoff games. Puljujarvi also played 163 Liiga games with 
Karpat, in Finland, from 2014-20, posting 110 points in that country’s top 
professional league. 

“Jesse possesses a great blend of size and skill, and he will add to the 
depth of our forward group,” Canes general manager Don Waddell said 
in a news release. “He has familiarity with some of our other Finnish 
players, and we see him as a great fit for our team and locker room.” 

Puljujarvi becomes the fifth Finnish player on the Hurricanes’ active 
roster, alongside forwards Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen and Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi, and goaltender Antti Raanta. 

“I’m really good friends with Aho, we played many years in juniors,” 
Puljujarvi said. “We were friends after that for 10 years, and we work in 
the same group in the summers, so it’s really fun to be playing in the NHL 
on the same team.” 

Puljujarvi carries a salary cap hit of $3 million, and he is a restricted free 
agent at the end of this season. 

It’s also unclear when Puljujarvi will join the Canes. He still has to apply 
for, and be granted a visa to work in the United States, since he’s Finnish 
and has been working in Canada. 

“I am hoping to be with the team as soon as possible,” he said. 

According to CapFriendly, the Hurricanes still have just over $7 million in 
salary cap room should they choose to add any more players prior to 2 
p.m. Friday. 

Going the other way in Tuesday’s deal, Puistola, 22, has 38 points in 56 
Liiga games with Jukurit this season. The 6-foot, 174-pound forward has 
89 points in 223 career Liiga games with Tappara, Jukurit, KooKoo and 
JYP. He was selected by Carolina in the third round, 73rd overall, in the 
2019 NHL Draft. 
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Hurricanes fans anxious for moves with NHL trade deadline days away, 
others making deals 

 

Chip Alexander 
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Timo Meier’s trade Sunday to the New Jersey Devils sent ripples across 
the NHL, especially in the Eastern Conference, and more so the 
Metropolitan Division. 

There has been other trade movement the past few weeks, all adding to 
the anxiety and angst of those Carolina Hurricanes fans wondering what 
their team will do before Friday’s trade deadline. 

And there’s no doubt: Other teams in the East do appear to be loading up 
for the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

The New York Rangers traded for forward Vladimir Tarasenko and are 
thought to be after Patrick Kane of the Chicago Blackhawks. The 
Islanders brought in forward Bo Horvat from Vancouver. The Boston 
Bruins have added defenseman Dmitry Orlov and forward Garnet 
Hathaway from Washington; Tampa Bay picked up forward Tanner 
Jeannot from Nashville; and the Toronto Maple Leafs traded for 
defenseman Jake McCabe and forward Sam Lafferty from Chicago. 

Meier was a big one, and had Twitter atwitter on the weekend. The San 
Jose forward, who has 31 goals this season, was viewed as the best “big 
piece” available, even if he’s due to receive a $10 million qualifying offer 
for the 2023-24 season. 

The Meier deal also resulted in a laundry list of players and draft picks 
going both ways between the Devils and Sharks. It was complicated. 

What are the Hurricanes up to? 

A year ago, they waited until the last moment before adding forward Max 
Domi at the deadline. 

Tuesday, they made a minor deal to add winger Jesse Puljujarvi from the 
Edmonton Oilers for an unsigned prospect. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Friday that he has conversations 
“daily” with president and general manager Don Waddell. 

“We’ve had that all year,” Brind’Amour said. “This is nothing new. 
Obviously there’s a lot happening around the league. We’re certainly 
involved in everything. I’m not going to say we’re smarter than everyone 
else, because that’s not it, but we’re careful in how we do things. 

“We’ve got a good team and you really want to mess it up? That’s how 
we look at it first, and if we can get better we’re certainly trying to do it.” 

The Hurricanes (39-11-8) had a five-game winning streak end Saturday 
when the Anaheim Ducks made the most of their 15 shots, winning 3-2 
against a team that had 53. The Canes lead the Metro Division with 86 
points, three ahead of the Devils through Monday’s games 

Waddell has said the Canes are looking to add to the defensive depth, 
possibly a left-shot D-man who can be an option on the third pair. He had 
not ruled out bringing in a forward who could play in the top six and give 
the Canes some scoring production. 

Carolina had that in Max Pacioretty. The veteran winger was just what 
the Canes needed with his experience, toughness and penchant for 
putting pucks in net. 

A second tear of Pacioretty’s Achilles tendon ended his cameo of a 
season, sadly for him and the team. But it did provide the extra salary 
cap space to look for additions. 

Meier appeared to be an option, and the scuttlebutt was that the Canes 
were in the mix. Other trade scuttlebutt has brought up such names as 
Arizona forwards Nick Schmaltz and Lawson Crouse, Vancouver forward 
Brock Boeser or someone like Columbus defenseman Vladislav 
Gavrikov. 

The acquisition of Domi last season will be remembered for one game — 
albeit a big one. He had two goals and an assist in a 3-2 win over the 
Bruins in Game 7 of the first-round playoff series. 

The Canes picked up Domi in a three-team trade just before the deadline 
that involved Columbus and Florida. He left Carolina in free agency after 
the season, signing a one-year deal with the Blackhawks. 

Canes center Sebastian Aho said his approach as the deadline nears is 
to tune out the trade noise, which can be distracting. 

“It’s not my position or my money,” Aho said last week. “I’m not in that 
side of the business, but I am aware of what other teams are doing. 

“I don’t like to think too much about that. They’ve done an awesome job 
with the team here for many years, so I’m confident whatever they think 
is best is best. I just show up to the rink and play hockey. We’ll see how it 
plays out.” 
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Jesse Puljujarvi traded to Hurricanes: Here’s how he could make an 
impact 

 

Cory Lavalette 
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No, the Hurricanes didn’t land Timo Meier, Patrick Kane or Ryan O’Reilly, 
but Carolina general manager Don Waddell did make his first move 
ahead of Friday’s NHL trade deadline, acquiring right wing Jesse 
Puljujarvi from the Oilers on Tuesday in exchange for forward prospect 
Patrik Puistola, a third-round pick in 2019. 

Puljujarvi has long been rumored as a possible target for the Hurricanes, 
especially since the shine on the 2016 No. 4 overall pick wore off in 
Edmonton. The connection to Carolina for Puljujarvi is obvious: He and 
Sebastian Aho were two-thirds of a line, along with Patrik Laine, that 
dominated the 2016 world juniors en route to a gold medal for Finland. 

“We have played many years in juniors and been friends after that, like 
last 10 years, and working with the same group in summer,” Pulujarvi 
said of Aho on a video call with reporters Tuesday afternoon after the 
trade was announced. “So it’s really, really fun to get playing NHL with 
the same team and I’m looking forward (to it).” 

Furthermore, the Hurricanes clearly have an affinity for Finns — 
Puljujarvi joins a locker room with four countrymen, even if it cost them a 
Finnish prospect in the process. 

The big question is how Puljujarvi fits into Carolina’s lineup. 

For one, he adds more size to a group of forwards that — outside of 
Jordan Staal, Andrei Svechnikov and Jesperi Kotkaniemi — is a bit on 
the small size. At 6-foot-4 and 201 pounds, Puljujarvi beefs up the 
Hurricanes at right wing, where Seth Jarvis, Jesper Fast and Martin 
Necas weigh in at 175, 191 and 189 pounds, respectively. 

Puljujarvi also has untapped offensive potential that was never realized 
with the Oilers, and given that Carolina had more than $10 million in cap 
space due to long-term injuries, taking a gamble on Puljujarvi at $3 
million for the rest of the season is worth the roll of the dice. 

“I hope it’s gonna be good for me and I’m gonna work really, really hard 
to do everything right and be the best player that I can be and help the 
team in Carolina,” Puljujarvi said. “Hopefully everything goes well and I 
will enjoy every day.” 

In the short term, Puljujarvi seems like an ideal fit on the Hurricanes’ 
fourth line, where Stefan Noesen has carved a role on the left wing and 
Paul Stastny and Derek Stepan are both capable in the middle. The 
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addition gives Carolina 13 NHL forwards, with Jack Drury in AHL 
Chicago as insurance if injuries strike. 

And given Puljujarvi’s past chemistry with Aho — and coach Rod 
Brind’Amour’s affinity for moving around his forwards to maximize results 
— the 24-year-old could also see time higher in the lineup. 

He’s an option on the power play, perhaps as a net-front presence on the 
team’s second unit. Puljujarvi had just over 288 minutes of power play 
time during his five-plus seasons in Edmonton, registering nine goals and 
six assists. Puljujarvi has not killed penalties in his career. 

The issue for Puljujarvi is his underlying numbers are very good but have 
led to little production. 

That leaves the door open for Carolina to perhaps add another forward if 
the price is right, though Waddell’s priority will likely be adding a 
defenseman who can either upgrade the third pairing or be a reliable No. 
7. 

From a longer-term view, Puljujarvi will be a restricted free agent after 
this season and will be due a $3 million qualifying offer in the summer. 

That was a sticking point with the Oilers, as Edmonton GM Ken Holland 
said in a Tuesday press conference that the team talked about an 
extension with Puljujarvi’s representatives, but that the offer was in the 
$1 million range, leading to Puljujarvi’s agent asking for a “fresh start.” 

Carolina could always negotiate a lesser deal if he proves to be a fit. 
Fast’s three-year contract worth $2 million annually expires after this 
season, so Puljujarvi could potentially slide into that role alongside Staal 
in the future. 
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LeBrun: How will the Hurricanes react to the trade-deadline arms race in 
the East? Catching up with GM Don Waddell 

 

Pierre LeBrun 
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The Hurricanes have cap dollars to spend and hopes of making an 
impact addition ahead of Friday’s NHL trade deadline, but general 
manager Don Waddell told The Athletic on Friday that he’s not going to 
be influenced to do something just because the team’s Eastern 
Conference rivals have made huge moves. 

“No, you don’t want to get caught up in that,” the veteran GM said. 
“You’ve got to remember that only one team is going to win at the end of 
the day. So what other teams do, good for them. But for us, just because 
somebody around us makes a move, it’s not going to influence us into 
buy-in mode. 

“We’ve got to remember where we’re at with our franchise. We have the 
second-best record in the NHL as we sit here today. We have something 
good going, we want to continue that.” 

Waddell did make one interesting move Tuesday — perhaps not a big 
splash in the moment, but one that could potentially pay off longer-term 
— acquiring 24-year-old winger Jesse Puljujarvi from the Oilers. 

Puljujarvi, the fourth overall pick in the 2016 draft, never found a 
consistent groove in Edmonton. The Canes hope to unlock his potential. 

“He’s a big guy who skates well,” Waddell said of his 6-foot-4, 201-pound 
acquisition. “He has scored 15 goals in the past. We think the style we 

play, he fits into because of his speed. We also want to get a little 
bigger.” 

It’s a worthy gamble — the kind of thing smart organizations do. But I 
don’t think it’s the only thing Carolina wants to do before Friday’s 
deadline. 

The fact is, there are plenty of options still out there, and I believe 
Waddell’s priority is to add on the blue line now but also keep looking at 
the forward market. Perhaps he still tries to add at both positions. 

Last year, Waddell acquired Max Domi with about one minute to spare at 
the deadline. That deal cost him next to nothing. I could see him taking 
that patient approach into Friday ahead of the 3 p.m. ET deadline, as 
well, as sellers start feeling the heat of needing to shed remaining 
targets. 

As fate would have it, Domi is once again among the remaining targets 
for Carolina, according to a league source, though Waddell would not 
discuss names from other teams. 

The Canes have been very active in talks, including going hard after 
Timo Meier. But there have been other scenarios investigated as well. 

“We’ve been very active and involved in multiple deals,” Waddell said. 
“The one thing we’re not going to do is give any young players off our 
roster. And that’s been a focus of some teams that we’ve been dealing 
with. 

“We like our team, we like our young players, and we just think that 
would be a step in the wrong direction by giving up our young players 
who are currently on our roster.” 

Waddell didn’t name names, but one suspects he’s alluding to Martin 
Necas and/or Seth Jarvis as players teams have called on. And you can’t 
blame them for trying. After all, it’s fairly well-known that when the Canes 
tried on Matthew Tkachuk last summer, the Flames wanted Necas as 
part of that package. 

But the message here is clear: The Canes don’t want to deal those guys. 

“We have something good going on here. Yes, we’d like to add if we can, 
without upsetting our current roster,” Waddell said. 

Another player off limits, as I’ve reported, is 21-year-old blueliner 
Alexander Nikishin, who likely would have been of interest to the Sharks 
in the Meier discussions. 

“Yes, very accurate,” confirmed Waddell. 

Defensemen Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce are both unrestricted free 
agents in the summer of 2024. The Canes need to protect themselves 
looking ahead, and they look forward to eventually having Nikishin join 
them from the KHL. 

“We look at our team and where we’re at, our blue line is very good, but 
we’ll start to get a little aged there and we’ve got some unrestricted guys 
coming up in another year, so we want to be careful not trading some top 
assets who are going to play for us in exchange for some short-term 
success,” Waddell said. 

The Canes have around $7 million of cap space still, which is why they’re 
still looking, but it doesn’t mean it 100 percent has to all get used. 

“We’re not going to make a deal to say we made a deal, regardless of 
what our cap space is,” Waddell said. “We continue to talk to many, 
many general managers around the league. We’ve said all along if 
there’s something there that can help us, we certainly would be in play 
for that. 

“But, as I said, there are certain assets we’re just not going to move to 
make that happen.” 
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NHL trade grades: Jesse Puljujarvi gets a fresh start with Hurricanes 

 

Corey Pronman, Sean Gentille 
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The trade 

Hurricanes get: Forward Jesse Puljujarvi 

Oilers get: Forward Patrik Puistola 

Corey Pronman: Patrik Puistola is a still-unsigned third-round pick from 
the 2019 draft. He has excellent skill and offensive instincts and can 
score goals both around the net and from range. His skating and effort 
have never really been selling points though. As a one-way winger 
without elite offensive abilities, he has a chance to make the NHL but 
isn’t a top prospect. 

It says a lot about where Jesse Puljujarvi’s value is that this is all he 
could pull. Puljujarvi’s toolkit is more naturally appealing. He skates very 
well for a big winger and has some offensive ability, but his hockey sense 
and compete have been concerns over the last few years. Puljujarvi is an 
NHL player, and much more of a player than Puistola, but whether he’s 
actually someone who can play top nine on a Stanley Cup contender like 
Carolina is a question. Obviously Edmonton decided that answer was no. 
I think it’s a 50/50 proposition. Puljujarvi is gifted in certain areas and I 
think he has more to give. 

I don’t mind this gamble by Carolina because I like Puljujarvi, but it’s a 
really interesting and unique one given the similar position both clubs are 
in, in the standings. It’s also a tough grade because it begs the question 
of what Edmonton’s next move is with this added cap space. 

Hurricanes grade: B+ 

Oilers grade: B- (TBD depending on future moves) 

Sean Gentille: Before the Hurricanes actually acquired Puljujarvi, the 
move already existed as a combination of a joke and a prediction. Now, 
it’s real. This isn’t a major trade; what it is, for better or worse, is hand-in-
glove fit between player and team. 

Carolina, in recent years, has excelled at controlling possession and 
creating scoring chances. This year alone, they lead the lead in expected 
five-on-five goals percentage (60.7) and per/60 (3.33). In terms of actual 
five-on-five goals/60, they still rank highly … but eighth overall, rather 
than first. 

Puljujarvi embodies that process. His defensive impacts are outstanding, 
and until this season, he pushed play forward, too. He just can’t score. 
More fairly, he hasn’t been able to turn his defensive work into offense — 
at least not at an acceptable rate, if that’s what you need him to do. 

The good news for Puljujarvi and the Canes? That’s not really what they 
need him to do. Now, Carolina needs a game-breaker. That’s not news 
— it’s why they went out and got Max Pacioretty in the offseason. 
Pacioretty’s injury (and San Jose’s decision to send Timo Meier to New 
Jersey) has forced them into a different lane that, for now, involves 
doubling down on the kind of player that’s gotten them to this point. 
Nothing wrong with that. 

They took on all of Puljujarvi’s expiring $3 million AAV, but they still have 
plenty of space to add some juice to the bottom six. What they did on 
Tuesday was substantive but minor. As for Puljujarvi, he’s now in a spot 
where expectations will be more in line with his skillset. He’s a role player 
for a team that puts stock in the stuff he adds to the mix, rather than 
obsessing over what he doesn’t. Now, if certain folks could just stop 

assuming that he’s Valeri Nichushkin 2.0, and a lock to go from play-
driver with pedigree to 25-goal-scorer, we’ll have made some progress. 
He might have more to offer, but if he doesn’t, that’s OK, too. 

As for the Oilers, they cleared a solid chunk of cap space for a player 
they’d had no use for. Quibble with the latter point if you wish, but 
Puljujarvi wasn’t a $3 million player in Edmonton, and they couldn’t turn 
him into one. We’ll see what they do with the space, but creating it — and 
adding the rights to Puistola — was the point. In a vacuum, that’s good 
enough. 

Hurricanes grade: B 

Oilers grade: B 
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Oilers trade Jesse Puljujarvi to Hurricanes: How the deal helps 
Edmonton’s cap space 

 

The Athletic Staff, Daniel Nugent-Bowman 
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The Edmonton Oilers have traded forward Jesse Puljujarvi to the 
Carolina Hurricanes for forward Patrik Puistola, the two sides announced. 
Here’s what you need to know: 

The 24-year-old Puljujarvi has scored five goals and 14 points in 58 
games this season. He was the fourth pick in the 2016 NHL Draft by the 
Oilers. 

He has tallied 112 points in 317 NHL career regular-season games. 

The Oilers did not retain any of the $3 million on Puljujarvi’s salary-cap 
hit, according to The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun. 

Backstory 

The 22-year-old Puistola has 38 points in 56 games for Jukurit in Liiga. 
He was a third-round pick by the Hurricanes in 2019. 

The Oilers are 32-21-8 and in third place in the Pacific Division. Carolina 
is 39-11-8 and leads the Metropolitan Division. 

Why the Oilers traded Puljujarvi 

The Oilers desperately needed to clear cap space ahead of Friday’s 
trade deadline. They were carrying a bare-bones roster of 18 skaters and 
two goalies, while already being into one emergency recall. But it’s not 
like the Oilers are just trying to stay afloat, though. They’re trying to 
augment a team with Stanley Cup aspirations that reached the Western 
Conference finals last season. 

Moving out Puljujarvi and his $3 million contract — without having to add 
a sweetener or take on a problem contract from the Hurricanes — is a 
huge help to the Oilers. — Nugent-Bowman 

What’s next for Edmonton? 

This gives the Oilers more flexibility ahead of the deadline in terms of the 
types of trade(s) they can make — and the caliber of player they can 
acquire. They now have nearly $2 million in cap space, per PuckPedia, 
which means they’d likely only have to move out one roster player to add 
a defenseman of significance like Mattias Ekholm or even Jakob 
Chychrun. 
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Like Puljujarvi, there aren’t many players on the Edmonton roster without 
no-trade or no-movement protection that have a ton of trade value. 
Moving one now might open doors. — Nugent-Bowman 

How the trade can help Puljujarvi 

This could be a great change-of-scenery opportunity for Puljujarvi. He’s 
been on and off the trade market for nearly four years. He was a pending 
restricted free agent who wasn’t getting qualified and year out from 
unrestricted free agent status. His time was up here. 

Now he goes to Carolina, where one of his best buddies, Sebastian Aho, 
plays. If there’s a place for Puljujarvi to reignite his NHL career, Raleigh, 
N.C., is as good a place as any. — Nugent-Bowman 

Required Reading 

Lowetide: Oilers’ mediocre February shows importance of protecting the 
puck 

Oilers need to upgrade at trade deadline for Connor McDavid’s sake 
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5 goalies who might interest Knights before trade deadline 

 

By Ben Gotz 

Las Vegas Review-Journal 

February 28, 2023 - 11:47 am 

Updated February 28, 2023 - 7:07 PM 

 

The Golden Knights’ goaltending remains a question mark before 
Friday’s NHL trade deadline. Just not for the reasons anyone expected. 

The Knights have gotten quality play in net despite Robin Lehner missing 
the season because of hip surgery. Rookie goaltender Logan Thompson 
made the Pacific Division All-Star team. Adin Hill and Laurent Brossoit 
performed well. The Knights’ .909 team save percentage ranks eighth in 
the NHL. 

General manager Kelly McCrimmon said Sunday he’s happy with all 
three goaltenders. It’s just a matter of keeping them healthy. 

Thompson is week to week after suffering a lower-body injury Feb. 9. It’s 
unclear when he might return, though he isn’t expected to miss the rest 
of the season. 

Brossoit is day to day with a lower-body injury. He was placed on injured 
reserve Monday after missing the start of the season recovering from hip 
surgery. 

Hill is the only one healthy now, though he recently didn’t dress for two 
games after suffering a “bump” Feb. 18. His 24 appearances are one off 
his career high. 

The setup leaves the Knights with a question before the deadline arrives 
at noon Friday: Is it worth adding a goaltender? They have approximately 
$6.5 million in spending power. But they might not need reinforcements if 
they think Thompson or Brossoit will be available soon. 

Here are some goaltenders on expiring contracts who could be available 
if the Knights decide to go shopping. Goalies on long-term deals such as 
Anaheim’s John Gibson, Arizona’s Karel Vejmelka and Vancouver’s 
Thatcher Demko also have a chance of getting moved, but adding them 

would be much more complicated with Lehner and Thompson locked in 
for two seasons after this one. 

Cam Talbot 

Ottawa Senators 

Knights fans might remember Talbot from his incredible duel with Marc-
Andre Fleury in Game 1 of the 2021 playoffs. 

Talbot and the Minnesota Wild won that one 1-0 in overtime but lost the 
series 4-3. He finished with a .923 save percentage and two shutouts 
against the Knights. 

Talbot, 35, is now posting solid numbers on a middling Senators team 
fighting to get into the playoff picture. The 10-year veteran is 13-14-1 with 
a .905 save percentage and 2.87 goals-against average. 

Talbot brings plenty of postseason experience, something Thompson, 
Hill and Brossoit lack. He’s 15-16 in the playoffs with a .921 save 
percentage. 

Joonas Korpisalo 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Korpisalo also has a shiny postseason performance to point to on his 
résumé. 

He made 85 saves — a playoff record — in a quintuple-overtime loss to 
the Tampa Bay Lightning in 2020. It was part of an incredible run in the 
bubble for Korpisalo, who was 3-5 with a .941 save percentage and two 
shutouts. 

He failed to build off that performance the following two seasons but has 
returned to form this season. Korpisalo, 28, is 11-11-3 with a .911 save 
percentage and 3.17 goals-against average with the Blue Jackets, who 
have the NHL’s worst record. 

It might be worth seeing what he could accomplish with more help in front 
of him. It’s clear he is available. Columbus held him out of Tuesday’s 
game in Buffalo for “trade-related reasons.” 

Semyon Varlamov 

New York Islanders 

Varlamov has been a steady, reliable netminder most of his 15-year NHL 
career and has finished in the top five of the Vezina Trophy voting twice. 

The 34-year-old also has a Knights’ connection. President of hockey 
operations George McPhee drafted Varlamov 23rd overall in 2006 with 
the Washington Capitals. 

The main question with Varlamov, 11-7-2 with a .914 save percentage 
and 2.68 goals-against average this season, is if it’s possible to acquire 
him. The Islanders are battling for a playoff spot in the Eastern 
Conference and might not be interested in giving up their insurance 
policy for star goaltender Ilya Sorokin. 

Jake Allen 

Montreal Canadiens, 

James Reimer 

San Jose Sharks 

Allen and Reimer are similar targets. 

They’re veterans with solid track records. They’re also going through 
difficult seasons, making it unclear if they would be an upgrade on the 
Knights’ current options. 

Allen, 32, is 13-18-2 on the rebuilding Canadiens with an .895 save 
percentage. His 3.42 goals-against average is the highest of his 10-year 
career. 
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Reimer, 35, has a save percentage below .900 (.895) for the first time in 
his 13 seasons. He’s 9-15-6. 
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What Do Golden Knights Need Pre-Deadline? 

 

By OWEN KREPPS 

Feb 28, 2023 • 6:00 PM 

 

It seems as if many general managers in the National Hockey League 
are taking the word deadline seriously as we have more and more trades 
pre-deadline. The Vegas Golden Knights have made two trades, one to 
shed Shea Weber's contract, and another to acquire Ivan Barbashev. 

But could there be more? What do the Golden Knights need before the 
NHL Trade Deadline comes and goes on Friday? 

Forward 

Even though the Golden Knights acquired a forward already in Ivan 
Barbashev, we think the team would be better off adding another. Big 
names such as Patrick Kane, Timo Meier, and Vladamir Tarasenko are 
off the trade board, but the VGK could still add a depth forward. 

With Mark Stone still out indefinitely, the Golden Knights need scoring 
wingers to play alongside Jack Eichel, Chandler Stephenson, William 
Karlsson, and Nicolas Roy. Tyler Bertuzzi, Brock Boeser, Connor 
Sheary, and Max Domi are some of the more enticing names still out 
there. 

The Golden Knights have cap space to acquire players with Stone on 
LTIR. They also have as many remaining picks and prospects left, minus 
Zach Dean. 

Defense 

As we mentioned in our piece earlier today, the Golden Knights have a 
fully healthy unit of six defensemen they know they can trust. They also 
have Ben Hutton, Daniil Miromanov, and Kaedan Korczak as solid 
substitute options if someone gets hurt.  

Unless the team suddenly gets dealt a bad hand of an injured 
defenseman, we think it is unlikely that VGK will be in the market for a 
defenseman. 

Goaltending 

Goaltending injuries have been constant all season for the Golden 
Knights. It started in the summer with starter Robin Lehner being ruled 
for the entire season. Now All-Star rookie goalie Logan Thompson is hurt 
and both Adin Hill and Laurent Brossoit are alternating having day-to-day 
injuries. 

Brossoit is currently out right now and Thompson remains week-to-week. 
If the Golden Knights want to add insurance in goal they could look to the 
trade market. Ottawa Senators goaltender Cam Talbot, San Jose Sharks 
veteran James Reimer, and Karel Vejmelka of the Arizona Coyotes could 
be options. 

Trading for yet another goalie would give the Golden Knights a hectic 
goaltender battle as there would be 4-5 NHL-level goaltenders competing 
for two spots. 

Lineup Projection 

Adding players at the deadline for seemingly no current roster players 
means that tough decisions await head coach Bruce Cassidy. Already 
with the Barbashev trade, the Golden Knights will have to scratch a 
player as soon as Nicolas Roy comes back from injury. 

Adding another forward would only add to this "good problem to have" as 
the VGK would further add to their depth. The team has already dealt 
with this problem with their goalies Thompson, Hill, and Brossoit and will 
have to do so again when they all become healthy. 

Then, you will have to factor in Mark Stone whenever he is ready to 
return. 

Just for fun, here is what the VGK could look like come playoff time. 

Projected Healthy Golden Knights Line Combinations 

TDL Forward- Jack Eichel- Mark Stone (C) 

Reilly Smith- William Karlsson- Jonathan Marchessault 

Will Carrier- Chandler Stephenson- Phil Kessel 

Paul Cotter- Nicolas Roy- Ivan Barbashev 

Alec Martinez- Alex Pietrangelo 

Brayden McNabb- Shea Theodore 

Nicolas Hague- Zach Whitecloud 

Logan Thompson/Adin Hill 

Spares: Laurent Brossoit, Ben Hutton, Daniil Miromanov, Kaedan 
Korczak, Michael Amadio, Brett Howden, Keegan Kolesar, Byron Froese, 
Jonas Rondbjerg 

LTIR: Robin Lehner, Nolan Patrick 
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Golden Knights Trade Talk: Who's Left on the Trade Market? 

 

By OWEN KREPPS 

Feb 28, 2023 • 4:10 PM 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights have made two trades so far before the NHL 
Trade Deadline on Friday. Shea Weber's contract is no longer on the 
books, Dysin Mayo is a Henderson Silver Knight, and Ivan Barbashev a 
Vegas Golden Knight. 

But Kelly McCrimmon isn't the only general manager who has gotten 
some work done pre-deadline. Several other teams have made their 
moves and as a result, removed names from the trade board. So who 
remains on the trade market as a potential option for the Golden 
Knights? 

Defense 

The Golden Knights have a pretty solid group of defenseman, so unless 
there is a couple of injuries, we think it is unlikely they will go after one. 

Traded Defense: Dmitry Orlov (WSH to BOS), Jake McCabe (CHI to 
TOR), Jack Johnson (CHI to COL), Rasmus Sandin (TOR to WSH). 

Available Defense: Erik Karlsson (SJS), Jakob Chychrun (ARZ), 
Vladislav Gavrikov (CBJ), Mattias Ekholm, Luke Schenn (VAN), Joel 
Edmundson (MTL), etc. 
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Goalies 

With Laurent Brossoit, Adin Hill, and Logan Thompson going through the 
goalie rotation of getting hurt, the VGK could look to add a goalie off the 
trade market. No notable goaltenders have been traded so far this 
season nor have there been anything but speculation regarding certain 
goalies to the VGK. 

Available Goalies: Karel Vejmelka (ARZ), Cam Talbot (OTT), Joonas 
Korpisalo (CBJ), James Reimer (SJS). 

Forwards 

Finally, notable forwards who the Golden Knights could have been 
interested in that are now off to new teams. 

Traded Forwards: Timo Meier (SJS to NJD), Patrick Kane (CHI to NYR*), 
Bo Horvat (VAN to NYI), Vladamir Tarasenko (STL to NYR), and Ryan 
O'Reilly (STL to TOR), Tanner Jeannot (NSH to TBL), Jesse Puljujarvi 
(EDM to CAR), Noel Acciari (STL to TOR), and Sam Lafferty (CHI to 
TOR).  

Jonathan Toews (COVID) can also be removed from the trade bait 
board. 

Okay... now for the meat and potatoes, available forwards the Golden 
Knights could still be in on. 

Available Forwards: Tyler Bertuzzi (DET), Andreas Athanasiou (CHI), 
Brock Boeser (VAN), Gustav Nyquist (CBJ), James van Riemsdyk (PHI), 
Nick Bjugstad (ARZ), Max Comtois (ANA), Sean Monahan (MTL), Adam 
Henrique (ANA), Nick Bonino (SJS), Lars Eller (WSH), Alex Kerfoot 
(TOR), Nick Schmaltz (ARZ), Jakub Vrana (DET), Warren Foegele 
(EDM), Jordan Greenway (MIN), Connor Sheary (WSH), Max Domi 
(CHI). 

Out of these options, Tyler Bertuzzi is the most intriguing. The Detroit 
Red Wings are once again listening to offers on Bertuzzi and a first-round 
pick is reportedly part of the picture. Bertuzzi is a 28-year-old pending 
unrestricted free agent. 

Brock Boeser has been linked to the Minnesota Wild, James van 
Riemsdyk's cap hit is high, Max Domi may be staying in Chicago, and 
Nick Schmaltz's contract term could cause problems for the VGK in the 
future. 

As for the other names, we haven't heard anything linking the Golden 
Knights to anyone in particular. As always with the NHL trade deadline, 
there could be a name we are not thinking of on the Golden Knight's 
radar. 
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VHN’s Golden Knights February Player of the Month: Shea Theodore 

 

By OWEN KREPPS 

Feb 28, 2023 • 3:01 PM 

 

The month of February was good to the Vegas Golden Knights. After the 
team stumbled into the NHL All-Star Break, they rebounded with a 6-1-2 
in the shortest month of the year. Their most recent loss on Monday to 
the Colorado Avalanche marked the team's only regulation loss.  

The Golden Knights collected points in nine-straight games and remain 
atop the Pacific Division standings with only a couple of months left in the 
regular season. A big part of the VGK's recent success has been their 

fully-healthy D corps as guys like Zach Whiteccloud and Shea Theodore 
have returned. 

Shea Theodore 

While other star players like Jack Eichel and Chandler Stephenson got 
back to their scoring ways, so did Shea Theodore, albeit in a more quiet 
manner. The 27-year-old defenseman made his return to the VGK lineup 
after missing 20 straight games with a lower-body injury.  

"He's a big driver in breakouts, the neutral zone, and just the ability to 
freeze people and make a tape-to-tape pass with some zip... So lots of 
good stuff. You see that special talent where he can separate," said head 
coach Bruce Cassidy. 

Since then he has played in eleven games, scoring two goals and eight 
assists for ten points. His six-game point streak where he scored nine 
points from the 12th to 25th tied a Golden Knights record for defenseman 
scoring in consecutive games. 

With Theodore back on the Golden Knight's blue line, he gives the team 
an extra level of offense that all good teams have. 

"We need it. Most of the teams you look over the years they have 
offensive drivers back. Going back to last year obviously (Cale) Makar 
and you see (Devon) Toews up there. You need dynamic guys back 
there. (Miro) Heiskanen does a good job for Dallas, (Josh) Morrissey in 
Winnipeg, (Charlie) McAvoy in Boston, I have watched (Victor) Hedman 
do it for years, it's what you need," said coach Cassidy. 

The Golden Knights continue to have one of the strongest defense corps 
in the league with Theodore, veterans Alex Pietrangelo, Alec Martinez, 
and Brayden McNabb, and emerging youngsters Nicolas Hague and 
Zach Whitecloud.  

Feb. Stat Read: 9 games played, 2-6-10 points, 2 ESG, +5 rating, 27 
SOG, 2 PIMs, and 21:00 ATOI. 

Highlight of the Month: Theodore's go-ahead goal against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 
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Daily Nuggets: McDavid Hits 50, Red Wings Sign D, Updated NHL Trade 
Rumors 

 

Staff Report 

Feb 28, 2023 • 11:30 AM 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights are off today after a less-than-stellar 
performance Monday night against the Colorado Avalanche. 

They will play the Carolina Hurricanes tomorrow at 7:00 p.m. from T-
Mobile Arena. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Denver: A very weak showing from the Golden Knights Monday night as 
they were shut out by the Avalanche. 

Trade: The Golden Knights have acquired 'exactly' what they needed in 
Ivan Barbashev from the St. Louis Blues. 

New Jersey: The Golden Knights have lost out to the New Jersey Devils 
on acquiring Timo Meier from the San Jose Sharks. 

For all of our trade deadline content, check out the trade roundup page. 
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Clip of the Day: Perhaps the only notable highlight from last night's game. 

NHL News, Trade Rumors, and National Hockey Now 

San Jose: It looks like Erik Karlsson will be staying with the San Jose 
Sharks this season. 

New Jersey: Timo Meier knew a trade was coming and thanked the fans 
of the San Jose Sharks. 

Detroit: The Detroit Red Wings have extended defenseman Jake 
Wallman to a three-year deal. 

The Red Wings are also reportedly still listening to offers for Tyler 
Bertuzzi. 

Montreal: Joel Edmundson is still drawing interest in the NHL Trade 
Market. 

Edmonton: Connor McDavid has reached the 50-goal mark for the first 
time in his career. 

Florida: The best of the Florida Panthers at the trade deadline. 
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Arizona Coyotes roll through Chicago Blackhawks 

 

JENNA ORTIZ   Arizona Republic 

 

The Arizona Coyotes outwilled and showed fight against the Chicago 
Blackhawks to bounce back at Mullett Arena.   

Both teams remain deadlocked in a tight race for the draft lottery with 
single digits separating both teams from the bottom of the league.   

Up against a sluggish Blackhawks team, the Coyotes (21-30-9) 
capitalized on key mistakes that led to the 4-1 win on Tuesday.  

Nick Schmaltz scored a goal in his fourth consecutive game and has 
recorded 18 points in his last 14 games. Clayton Keller had two assists 
and combined for 40 points with Schmaltz in 14 ames.  

Andreas Athanasiou broke the shutout going for Coyotes goaltender 
Karel Vejmelka at 18:31 in the third period. Vejmelka made some 
spectacular saves and stopped 23 shots.  

Outside coming in 

With trades buzzing around the league, Friday’s trade deadline continues 
to shift teams and played a role in Tuesday’s game.   

The Coyotes played without center Nick Bjugstad after he was a healthy 
scratch for trade related reasons. Bjugstad was replaced on the second 
line by Jack McBain and forward Laurent Dauphin was recalled from the 
Tucson Roadrunners (AHL).  

“He’s an unbelievable person and we all knew that was coming, by we I 
mean the coaches and players,” Coyotes head coach Andre Tourigny 
said. “We knew of the possibility; nothing is done yet as far as I know. It 
will be sad to see him leave.”  

The Blackhawks played without its star winger Patrick Kane after he was 
traded to the New York Rangers Tuesday afternoon. The Coyotes were 
involved in the three-team trade and will take on 25% of Kane’s $10.5 
million contract. For taking on the portion, the Coyotes will receive a 2025 
third-round pick.   

Strong start   

There was a noticeable difference between the energy levels of both 
teams in the first period. The Coyotes had ample rest after Sunday’s 
home game while the Blackhawks came in after playing in Anaheim the 
night before.   

Blackhawks defenseman Ian Mitchell couldn’t outwill Travis Boyd on the 
rush when Boyd lifted his shot from the slot and snuck through a tight 
angle at 10:07 in the first period.   

There was some delay after Barrett Hayton’s goal, but several 
confirmations awarded him his ninth goal of the season. Hayton was 
tangled in front of the net with Blackhawks defenseman Caleb Jones 
when Schmaltz’s shot from the point deflected off Hayton and fell into the 
net at 18:37.   

McBain steps up  

Jack McBain’s physical style of play has made him a fixture in the lineup 
from his team-leading 208 hits. His hit on Mitchell near the net around the 
13-minute mark drew ire from defenseman Jarred Tinordi and developed 
into a brawl. Both took their licks, but it was McBain who benefited the 
Coyotes with a roughing minor tacked onto Tinordi’s fighting call.  

“I was a little tired and it went pretty long, but it was fun,” McBain said. “It 
gets some adrenaline going and some energy for the team, so it’s 
something I can do and help the team with.”   

McBain’s line had a good forecheck at the net with several attempts until 
Troy Stecher helped make a way for McBain’s shot to go through for a 3-
0 lead at 15:32 in the second.  

“He had the opportunity to step up and play with Maccelli and Crouser 
and he did a really good job,” Tourigny said. “Right from the get-go, he 
was really aggressive and made a few plays with the puck and he was in 
the right place mentally.” 
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As NHL trade deadline approaches, Arizona Coyotes prepare for 
upheaval 

 

JENNA ORTIZ   Arizona Republic 

 

There was a bittersweet feeling in the air when Shayne Gostisbehere 
spoke.   

Just after scoring his 10th goal and 30th point of the season in Sunday’s 
6-2 loss to the Nashville Predators, he knew that his days with the team 
could be numbered.  

“It’s definitely a stressful situation for my family and me,” Gostisbehere 
said. “You pretty much know your life is going to change in the next five 
days or so. The hardest part is the unknown, not knowing where you’re 
going to go. We love it here, so it’s just part of the game.”  

Gostisbehere will become an unrestricted free agent following this 
season and has revamped his career since joining the Coyotes before 
last season via trade. That combination makes him a potential target for 
the NHL trade deadline on Friday, March 3.   

“He’s part of our leadership. He’s in a tough spot right now with the trade 
deadline,” Coyotes head coach André Tourigny said. “We can feel it in 
our team right now. They’re professionals, they carry themselves the 
right way. Let’s get to Friday ASAP.”  
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With the ongoing race for the league’s draft lottery and a chance to select 
a generational talent in Connor Bedard, there’s a great deal of pressure 
for the bottom six teams vying for the best odds.  

And with that race comes disruption for the team’s rosters.  

Throughout the season, several players have credited the team’s 
chemistry with aiding successful stretches.   

The 14 consecutive road games created a tight-knit group that has 
surpassed expectations in areas. Through 59 games, the Coyotes have 
20 wins. Last season, the team finished with 25 wins and didn’t earn its 
20th win until March 15.  

“It’s great because you hear guys don’t want to leave. It’s great because 
your guys love it here and they like each other and have a brotherhood,” 
Tourigny said. “It's hard when you know the reality of the business. It’s 
just part of it. It’s just the way it is. We don’t feel sorry for ourselves, but it 
doesn’t make it easy.”  

Besides Gostisbehere, the Coyotes have several potential trade targets, 
including Jakob Chychrun, who has been held out the last seven games 
due to trade-related reasons.   

Other names that have been mentioned include Nick Schmaltz, whose 
no trade clause on his seven-year contract kicks in next season. 
Schmaltz has been producing at a high level lately, scoring in six of his 
last eight games. Sunday’s goal marked his third straight contest with a 
goal. 

On the ice, it will be a busy week with the team set to play three games 
through Friday’s deadline. 

“We need to get through it. I think there’s something everybody needs to 
learn about every year because every team is going through it,” Tourigny 
said. “If your team is rebuilding like us, it’s a family thing in the sense that 
maybe you have kids in school, or you have a wife, or whatever. There’s 
a lot into it. You’re still a human being. You’re a hockey player second. 
It’s not an easy situation. We’re professionals, we need to live with it.” 
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Patrick Kane trade facilitated by Arizona Coyotes, who add draft pick 

 

Staff Report 

ARIZONA SPORTS 

3-3 minutes 01/03/2023 

 

Chicago Blackhawks' Patrick Kane smiles during an NHL hockey game 
on Jan. 19, 2023, in Philadelphia... 

The Arizona Coyotes will receive a 2025 third-round pick for taking on a 
portion of Patrick Kane’s contract as the star winger is traded from the 
Chicago Blackhawks to the New York Rangers, the team announced on 
Tuesday. 

PHNX Sports’ Craig Morgan was the first to report what Arizona was 
receiving in the deal. 

The Coyotes also dealt defenseman Vili Saarijarvi to the Blackhawks and 
will take on 25% of Kane’s expiring contract in exchange for the Rangers’ 
draft pick. 

Chicago has agreed to retain 50% of Kane’s contract that in total is $10.5 
million. The Rangers will accept the other 25% of Kane’s contract, or 

approximately $2.625 million, according to ESPN’s Emily Kaplan, who 
first reported the trade. 

Kaplan originally reported that Arizona helped broker the trade. The deal 
nets the Blackhawks a 2023 second-round pick — which conditionally 
could become a first-rounder — as well as a 2023 fourth-round choice. 
The second-round pick will become a first in either 2024 or 2025 if New 
York reaches the Eastern Conference Finals this year. 

For Arizona, it’s the second deal ahead of the Friday NHL trade deadline 
that has netted Armstrong a draft pick. 

The Coyotes last Wednesday agreed to a deal to receive a 2023 fifth-
round pick from the Vegas Golden Knights in exchange for Dysin Mayo. 
Arizona in the Mayo deal also took on salary, adding veteran Shea 
Weber’s contract to the books as part of the trade. 

The 34-year-old Kane remains productive with 45 points (16 goals, 29 
assists) this season. 

He’s been with the Blackhawks since 2007 when he was drafted by 
Chicago with the No. 1 overall pick. 

Chicago moved him with a current 21-33-5 record. 

The Blackhawks are set to visit the Coyotes on Tuesday night with a 7 
p.m. puck drop that will air on 98.7,the Arizona Sports app and 
ArizonaSports.com. 
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Panthers pile on early, snap Lightning’s home points streak 

 

Kristie Ackert 

 

TAMPA — It’s not time to push the panic button — yet. With 22 games to 
go in the regular season, however, the Lightning are just not playing well. 
With the Panthers coming into Amalie Arena Tuesday night and beating 
them 4-1, the Lightning dropped to 5-4-3 in the month of February. 

The loss was also the first in regulation for the Lightning (37-18-4) on 
home ice in 17 games, dating back to Dec. 6 when they lost to the Red 
Wings at Amalie. The Panthers (30-26-6) snapped the Lightning’s 
franchise-record streak of 16 consecutive home games in which they 
won at least a point. 

The way the Lightning lost Tuesday and have played over the last four 
games, however, is what frustrated Jon Cooper, not the result. 

“We’re not ringing alarm bells right now, but it is a little troubling, what’s 
been going on,” the Lightning coach said. 

“It’s been tough because you usually get some breaks, a little practice 
time where you can iron some things out, but we don’t have that. So you 
kind of have to rely on what you’ve done the first 50 games to get you 
through this. 

“But there has to be a will and a want. And right now we’re just maybe 
picking and choosing when that happens and plus our execution, quite 
frankly (stinks) right now,” Cooper added. “I don’t know what’s going on. 
It’s almost like we can’t make three consecutive passes and I don’t know 
why, because we’re too good for that.” 

After losing to the Penguins 7-3 on Sunday and needing Andrei 
Vasilevskiy’s 45 saves to beat the Red Wings on Saturday, Cooper has 
been looking for a response. Even the acquisition of physical forward 
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Tanner Jeannot, in a trade meant to bolster a team that needed more 
forechecking, didn’t jolt the Lightning in his debut Tuesday night. 

They opened the game strong and physical against a Panthers team that 
embarrassed them 7-1 three weeks ago coming out of the all-star break. 
The Panthers, however, got their legs under themselves quickly and went 
back on the offensive. They took a 3-0 lead in the first 17 minutes, 37 
seconds, outshooting the Lightning 16-4 after the first 20 minutes. 

From the slot, Eric Staal deflected a pass from Josh Mahura that flew in 
over Vasilevskiy’s glove 6:19 into the game. Anton Lundell outraced Zach 
Bogosian for a loose puck and slapped in the Panthers’ second goal of 
the night. Eetu Luostarinen snapped in a rebound at the 17:37 mark. 

The Panthers also had a goal disallowed in the first. 

“It’s just been a tough stretch... we’re just not playing well enough,” 
Lightning captain Steven Stamkos said. 

“We’re not executing well enough. And it’s on us as players to demand 
more of ourselves and be better. This is a disappointing one. Coming off 
the game that we had (Sunday in Pittsburgh) you can say it was at the 
end of back-to-back (games) and let’s refocus at home, but then after 
one period, its three-zip. 

“That’s unacceptable.” 

Anthony Duclair scored an empty-netter with 4.9 seconds left in the game 
to finish off the Lightning’s rough night. Tampa Bay’s lone goal came 
when Brayden Point scored on the power play at the 11:39 mark of the 
second. It was his 70th point of the season. 

The Lightning had two goals overturned. Nick Perbix’s goal in the second 
period was challenged and waved off for an offsides violation. In the 
third, Stamkos’ goal was taken away after a review showed Alex Killorn 
had interfered with goalie Sergei Bobrovsky. 

Vasilevskiy made 37 saves, Bobrovsky 29. 

“When you get a couple of tough games, confidence is a tricky thing, 
especially at this level,” Stamkos said. “You want to sustain it when you 
have it and when you don’t, you just have to try and calm things down 
and be positive and reinforce the things that we know we can do. 

“But it’s just not good enough right now.” 
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New Lightning forward Tanner Jeannot ready to get things going 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

 

TAMPA — When Tanner Jeannot was pulled from the Predators lineup 
before Nashville’s game Sunday in Arizona and told he was being traded, 
his head started swirling. The news caught him by surprise, as did the 
uncertainty he faced over the next few hours regarding his destination. 

“You feel like you’re kind of in space,” Jeannot said. “You just don’t really 
know what’s going on. You ... (just) try to go with the flow, let people 
know that need to know — like my family — and just wait to hear.” 

The 25-year-old found out later that night that he was being traded to the 
Lightning for defenseman Cal Foote and a package of five draft picks. 

“When I found out it was Tampa, obviously I was super excited,” Jeannot 
said after taking the ice with the Lightning for the first time in Tuesday’s 
morning skate. “And now we’re here and let’s get things going.” 

In acquiring Jeannot, the Lightning accomplished their trade deadline 
goal of getting harder to play against. Jeannot is physical; his 213 hits 

ranked fourth in the NHL entering Tuesday’s games and his 13 fights led 
the league last year as a rookie. The Lightning will slot him in with Ross 
Colton and Nick Paul to form a third line they hope will create matchup 
problems down the stretch and through the playoffs. Tuesday, he already 
was getting inserted into the penalty-kill rotation. 

“He makes us a little bit bigger, a little bit stronger, probably gives a little 
bit more swagger,” coach Jon Cooper said. “I think he makes us a little 
deeper. He can check, he can PK, he makes everybody feel a little bit 
taller on the bench. So if you look at what we gave up for him, there’s a 
reason you have to give sizable packages up because that’s how much 
these guys mean to their teams.” 

Despite being in different conferences, the Lightning have seen a lot of 
Jeannot over the past several years, whether it be in the regular season, 
frequent preseason games or development camps. Jeannot scored his 
first NHL goal against the Lightning at Amalie Arena on April 13, 2021. 

“When you play against him, he’s always a physical presence, he’s not 
afraid of anything and he’s a real good hockey player, especially last year 
when he had (24 goals and 41 points),” Lightning defenseman Victor 
Hedman said. “That says a lot and he doesn’t back down against 
anyone, so really tough player to play against. So we’re very happy to 
have him on our side.” 

Jeannot said he’s also happy to be on the Lightning’s side now, and 
joked that he’s glad he will no longer be tasked with trying to stop Tampa 
Bay’s vaunted power play. 

“I think the biggest thing is that they’re competitors,” Jeannot said. “They 
know how to win and I hope that I can bring that same mentality and add 
to it.” 

While Jeannot’s offensive production has dipped — he has just five goals 
this season in 56 games after leading all rookies last season — Cooper 
said he believes it’s an aberration. They like the way Jeannot plays in 
front of the net, where he creates more of his scoring opportunities as a 
big body. 

“I like to contribute when I can,” Jeannot said. “It’s not like the 
opportunities haven’t been there. I haven’t been getting very many 
bounces this year, it seems like, but I try not to think about it and I just try 
to work for the opportunities. And if those are coming, the puck’s gonna 
go in eventually.” 

Cooper’s first message to Jeannot was telling him to play the same kind 
of game he’s been playing. The Lightning don’t need him to fill the net. 
They need him to be a physical force that can play down low, win puck 
battles, play responsible in his own end and bring some added snarl to a 
lineup that will need that in the postseason. 

“We want him to come in here and be a part of our team and help us 
win,” Cooper said. “Is he a 24-goal guy here? Who knows? We’d love for 
that to happen but I definitely don’t think he’s a five-goal guy. But there 
were so many more things we got when we acquired him aside from 
having the ability to score goals. We’re ecstatic that we have him.” 
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Maple Leafs: Lightning, other division rivals did not spur deal 

 

Associated Press 

 

Kyle Dubas made it clear he was not reacting to trades by division rivals 
in making the Toronto Maple Leafs’ latest move. 

They certainly all go hand in hand in a competitive Eastern Conference. 
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The Leafs acquired forward Sam Lafferty and defenseman Jake McCabe 
from Chicago on Monday, in the aftermath of division-rival Tampa Bay 
making another pre-deadline splash and not long after NHL-leading 
Boston added size and toughness to bulk up for the playoffs. 

Toronto sent a conditional 2025 first-round pick, a second-rounder in 
2026, prospect Pavel Gogolev and forward Joey Anderson to the 
Blackhawks for Lafferty, McCabe and conditional fifth-round picks in 
2024 and 2025. Chicago is retaining half of McCabe’s salary. 

Dubas, in his fifth season as Leafs general manager, said talks with 
Chicago counterpart Kyle Davidson predated trades by the Lightning and 
Bruins, but isn’t downplaying the value of keeping up knowing how 
difficult the first couple of rounds will be this spring. 

“We have to focus on ourselves and worry about ourselves and know it’s 
going to be really tough,” Dubas told reporters in Seattle. “We’ve been 
through it before, and we know that these are elite, elite competitors.” 

The Lightning made a hefty deal for Predators left wing Tanner Jeannot 
on Sunday. 

The Leafs look to again be on a crash course to face the Lightning in the 
first round of the playoffs, after losing to them in a seven-game series last 
year. Tampa Bay on Sunday paid a hefty price for forward Tanner 
Jeannot, sending young defenseman Cal Foote and five draft picks — 
including a first in 2025 — to Nashville. 

The Lightning won the Stanley Cup back to back in 2020 and 2021 and 
went to the final in 2022. This move could set them up for another deep 
run, no matter the cost. 

“The reality at the trade deadline is you’re going to have to overpay,” 
Lightning GM Julien BriseBois said at a news conference Monday in 
Tampa. “A lot had to go our way for us to accumulate such a critical 
mass of good players all at once. My job, my responsibility as the 
custodian for this group is to sometimes take risks to maximize our return 
for this era.” 

Lafferty and McCabe to Toronto continued the flow of talent from sellers 
in the Western Conference to contenders in the East. Also Sunday, New 
Jersey acquired big winger Timo Meier from San Jose, and NHL-leading 
Boston got defenseman Dmitry Orlov and forward Garnet Hathaway from 
Washington on Thursday. 

“Everybody wants to put all the really good players in the East on trades,” 
Devils general manager Tom Fitzgerald said with a chuckle. “It’s 
amazing.” 

Previously, the New York Islanders got 30-goal-scoring center Bo Horvat 
from Vancouver and the Rangers acquired prolific offensive winger 
Vladimir Tarasenko and hulking defenseman Niko Mikkola from St. Louis. 
The Leafs already traded for Blues captain Ryan O’Reilly and depth 
forward Noel Acciari to boost their chances of winning a playoff series for 
the first time in nearly two decades. 

But getting through the Atlantic Division with the Lightning and first-place 
Bruins and the East at-large with one of the Carolina Hurricanes, Devils 
or Rangers likely waiting in the conference final won’t be easy. 

“The East, it’s a powerhouse,” Fitzgerald said Sunday night. “It’s really a 
powerhouse.” 

The New York Rangers are trying to complete a deal for Chicago's 
Patrick Kane. 

And that’s even before the Rangers get Patrick Kane from Chicago, the 
last highly anticipated trade before the deadline Friday that is hinging on 
New York’s salary cap situation. But Fitzgerald also pointed out the 
Lightning are still the best of the East until someone beats them. 

The Leafs would like to do that, and McCabe — signed for two more 
seasons after this one — certainly strengthens the blue line that has 
been one of their weaknesses. Lafferty, also under contract beyond this 
year, gives Toronto more forward depth. 

The same goes for Jeannot with Tampa Bay in a trade similar to 
BriseBois getting Brandon Hagel from Chicago at the deadline a year 
ago. BriseBois in previous years acquired defenseman David Savard 
(2021) and forwards Barclay Goodrow and Blake Coleman (2020) and 
lifted the Cup each time. 

Detroit Red Wings coach Derek Lalonde, an assistant for the Lightning 
during their three trips to the final, told reporters in Ottawa: “I’ll never 
question Julien BriseBois.” 

Based on history, he’s not wrong, and Tampa Bay might not be done. 

“Never say never,” BriseBois said. “The focus has been on this trade the 
last little while. Now that we’re able to bring that to the final line, we’re 
going to reconvene today and look at whether there are other 
opportunities out there worth exploring.” 

Vegas GM Kelly McCrimmon said the same thing Sunday after acquiring 
2019 Cup-winning forward Ivan Barbashev from St. Louis, and other 
rivals in the West are positioning themselves for additional moves given 
how wide open the conference looks. Edmonton is on the lookout for help 
on defense and has been linked to Nashville’s Mattias Ekholm, 
Minnesota has been stockpiling draft picks to make a splash and the L.A. 
Kings could get a goaltender if Seattle doesn’t beat them to the punch. 

Winnipeg acquiring winger Nino Niederreiter from the Predators on 
Saturday woke up the West, and Dallas responded by getting four-time 
20-goal scorer Evgenii Dadonov from Montreal, freeing up almost half a 
million in cap space in the process to crack the door open for more 
movement. 

“It helps us if we are going to do any future moves,” Stars GM Jim Nill 
said at a news conference in Dallas. “If there’s something out there that 
can help us, we have the assets (and) we think it’s the right value, we’re 
looking at it.” 

One deal that won’t happen before the deadline is San Jose trading Erik 
Karlsson, the two-time Norris Trophy-winning defenseman who is having 
a career renaissance and could win the award again at age 32. First-year 
Sharks GM Mike Grier knows it would be easier to make a big trade such 
as that in the offseason but could make a few more before Friday. 

“Things happen fast this time of the year,” Grier said. “Teams are kind of 
prepping themselves up and it’ll pick up pretty quickly here, I would 
imagine, over the next few days.” 

STEPHEN WHYNO, Associated Press 
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The Lightning, the true value of draft picks and when it’s the right time to 
sell them 

 

Shayna Goldman 

 

The Lightning haven’t been shy come NHL trade deadline these last few 
years. The team wants to go further than last year’s Stanley Cup Final 
appearance and wants to add a third championship ring with this core — 
even if it means paying to make a big move at the deadline. 

But just how big is too big? 

Tampa Bay moved Cal Foote, a conditional first-rounder in 2025, a 2024 
second-rounder plus a third, fourth and fifth-round pick in 2023 for 
Tanner Jeannot. That’s as many draft picks as goals scored by Jeannot 
this season. 

It’s a massive gamble that the Lightning are hoping will better their 
chances of winning right now, but it mortgages the future in the process. 
Is that something a team in this position can and should afford to do? 
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General manager Julien BriseBois obviously seems to think so, as he 
made some interesting comments in his press conference after the trade. 

Even after having to make some key subtractions over the last year to 
keep the salary cap in check, Tampa Bay still has many of the key 
ingredients needed to contend and should do everything to capitalize on 
that. Their core is incredibly strong, and mostly performing up to 
expectations; there’s no certainty that could be the case next year with 
age declines in mind, the chance of injuries, and the ripple effect of any 
other cap casualties management might have to make. 

BriseBois is completely right in all of that — and it’s not the first time he’s 
moved out first-rounders for non-rental supporting players; just think back 
to Blake Coleman, Barclay Goodrow and Brandon Hagel. 

But the intriguing part is how he evaluates the draft picks he sent away. 

“I know there’s a perceived value of those picks. But we have a really 
good idea of what the actual value of those picks are. Individually, you 
can go, ‘What’s that first-round pick worth? What’s the second-round 
pick?’ And so forth and so on,” BriseBois said. 

“When we look at what that’s worth to us, based on the odds of those 
picks turning into good NHL players down the road, I’d rather have the 
good player right now for this season and next year and help this group 
win right now,” BriseBois continued. “Because I know what the odds are 
of those picks turning into players, I also know what the odds are of those 
picks turning into players that can help us win while we have this group of 
players right now in their prime, ready to go for another long run. The 
odds of that are zero. None of those picks were going to help. None of 
the players we were going to draft with those picks are going to help us 
win this year, or next, or probably the year after that. So when you put it 
into that context and you frame it that way, it ends up being a pretty easy 
decision actually.” 

While it’s a spicy take, BriseBois does have a point. 

“A first-round pick isn’t really all that different from a second from an odds 
perspective,” an NHL team analyst said. “The question comes down to 
‘Are you really, truly a contender?’ Teams answer that question 
incorrectly far too often.” 

The value of draft picks is much different to the Lightning and other 
contenders compared to teams in less competitive positions. Usually, the 
value isn’t the same as that of a team at the bottom of the standings, or 
even a team on the rise. That’s been a consensus of those who have 
done work on the value of a draft pick, from Michael Schuckers to Dom 
Luszczyszyn, Alan Wells and Prashanth Iyer. The value of early picks is 
incredibly high and rapidly declines outside of the top 10. First-rounders 
in the high-20s or later, where a true contender tends to land, aren’t all 
that more valuable than second-round picks. The gap between picks only 
shrinks as the draft progresses. 

Viz by Dom Luszczyszyn 

To put that in context, we can turn to the work of Wells. Tampa Bay’s 
first-rounders the last few years landed in the 30-32 range. While the 
dream scenario may be drafting a player with Nathan MacKinnon or Cale 
Makar’s ceiling, names many of us think to be associated with first-
rounders, the chances of that are pretty low with a pick at the very end of 
Round 1. A Brian Boyle or David Steckel is closer to the median prime 
performance of a late first, while the higher end is along the lines of a 
Charlie Coyle or Jason Dickinson. So as much as the draft can be the 
best way to acquire high-end talent, especially within the constraints of 
the current free-agent system, it’s not easy to get a franchise player 
without an early pick. And even then, there’s no guarantee. 

Viz by Alan Wells 

Then there’s the timeline perspective of it all, on how long a player can 
take to reach impact status if they do at all. The further away from the top 
of the draft, the lower the ceiling and the longer the process it can take to 
get to that point. Of course, there are exceptions throughout Round 1 and 
the draft. But those are the outliers, which every team can’t hope their 
next draft pick will be — especially when there’s a ticking clock on their 
core being in a prime position to contend. 

“(BriseBois is) right in the sense that if you are a team legitimately trying 
to win the Cup this year and only this year, non-player organizational 

value provides no direct benefit toward you accomplishing your goal,” an 
NHL scout said. “Future value doesn’t help you when you want the value 
your organization holds to be concentrated on your active roster right 
now. So if you’re looking at it from that point of view, then yeah picks and 
prospects are only worth anything in relation to their power to buy actual 
players.” 

While BriseBois can be completely right in the value of draft picks to a 
team’s chances of winning right now, that doesn’t mean he wasn’t 
reckless in his spending this week, either. 

“None of the picks traded for Jeannot are likely to support this (Lightning) 
core (winning) a Cup; zero disagreement on that point,” the analytics 
consultant said. “But the next logical step is ‘There is no better utilization 
of these picks as assets than spending them at (Jeannot).’ Now, you can 
try to make the argument that there is no better use of assets than what 
(BriseBois) did with those picks to get Jeannot. You could argue he’s the 
exact type of complimentary piece this team needs. I get that part, but I 
really don’t think that’s accurate.” 

Even if his time this year in Nashville isn’t an accurate depiction of what 
Jeannot is capable of, and Tampa Bay maximizes his ability just as they 
did Coleman and Hagel before him, was he truly worth the price of 
acquisition? Is moving that much draft capital worth a player, who at his 
best, probably won’t be more than a middle-six forward, even if 
stylistically he’s a player built for the playoffs? This trade just seems to 
highlight the disconnect between the player’s intrinsic and market values. 
So as much as Tampa Bay is in the right to invest in its current standing, 
overspending to this extent can be irresponsible. 

Now, Tampa Bay is without first-rounders over the next three years, and 
only has a total of three picks between the first three rounds in 2023, 
2024 and 2025. The Lightning are not the only contender to be in a 
situation like this, either. The Maple Leafs are somewhat similar, but at 
least still have a 2024 first, and have added more pieces this deadline to 
show for their picks. Arguably, more teams could follow this path. It may 
not make sense for Boston considering the age of some of their core 
pieces, but it may make sense for Edmonton while they have two of the 
best forwards in the game in their prime. But that front office isn’t nearly 
as willing to leap or get innovative with their approach like the Lightning 
and even the Maple Leafs have.  

Over the next 3 drafts, #GoBolts have no 1st round picks, and only 3 
picks in the first 3 rounds: 

1st round: 0x 

2nd round: 1x 

3rd round: 2x 

4th round: 2x 

5th round: 2x 

6th round: 3x 

7th round: 4xhttps://t.co/qIBiAOS50x 

— CapFriendly (@CapFriendly) February 27, 2023 

“The Lightning have proven they can do more with less, in terms of draft 
picks,” a former Eastern Conference assistant general manager said. “A 
Tampa third gets you more than, say, an Edmonton second, typically.” 

That’s something that works to their advantage, especially with the right 
developmental system in place which Tampa Bay has proven to have. 

The other challenge is that even if the intention is to never use the draft 
picks for their intended purposes, moving too many picks too soon can 
create challenges that general managers can’t navigate their way out of. 
Had the Panthers not over-invested in Ben Chiarot last year, for example, 
maybe they’d be able to afford Jakob Chychrun this year and have a real 
chance to compete. Instead, their window may close sooner than later 
because of the damage done to their pool of assets. 

“Maybe BriseBois thinks that he can just keep trading future firsts as long 
as teams accept picks 3-4 years out, and the older this team gets the 
more I think rivals will take him up on that,” the scout said. “One of these 
picks is going to be very good at some point, and you can’t conditionally 
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protect them forever. Trading your upcoming picks while you’re good is 
one thing, but trading them years out is another risk for an aging core. 

“Ultimately I just think you have to be prepared to be extremely 
aggressive tearing things down when it’s time to do so if that’s the path 
you want to walk.” 

Unless there’s a way to recoup assets when the chances of contention 
aren’t as high as they are right now. 

“I think what (BriseBois) can’t say is this: They have a roster of easily 
monetizable assets (good players on good deals), and so he knows that 
they can easily recoup those future picks (and more) when that becomes 
a priority,” the former AGM noted. “In fact, that becomes a necessity 
when their next cap crunch or reprioritization happens.” 

Some teams around the league have seen how they can leverage their 
cap space to add more assets — the Nikita Zaitsev trade to Chicago 
shows as much, seeing as the Senators had to attach two picks. That’s 
something the Lightning obviously can’t afford to do. Rather, they have to 
know when to cut bait and move players before they lose their value. If 
Tampa Bay masters this, it could set a trend for other contenders to try 
and replicate in this copycat league. It obviously requires a lot of forward 
thinking and willingness to take risks. But if this team burns out as a 
result of depleting their assets to such a dramatic extent, then they could 
just follow in line as a cautionary tale on the cost of contending, and 
overspending on supplemental pieces. 

“My job, my responsibility as the custodian for this group is (to) 
sometimes take risks, to maximize our potential return on this era,” 
BriseBois said in his press conference. “That’s what I did last night. 
We’re taking a risk. A calculated risk.” 

It’s a bold stance considering what Tampa Bay gave up in a single move, 
but the reward is what’s in sight right now: Another Stanley Cup. That’s it. 
Everything else is a problem for another day, another season, and really, 
another era of Lightning hockey. 
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How NHL players on the move get housing assists — and gifts — from 
the guys they replace 

 

Peter Baugh 

5-7 minutes 01/03/2023 

 

In the weeks after signing a mega deal last summer with the Blue 
Jackets, Johnny Gaudreau knew he wanted to find comfort in his first 
Columbus home. He and his wife, Meredith, were expecting their first 
child, and now knew they’d be spending the next phase of their life in 
Ohio. 

Upper Arlington, just outside Columbus, emerged as a good option. Blue 
Jackets forward Eric Robinson, one of Gaudreau’s childhood friends, 
lived in the town, and Gaudreau’s Flames-turned-Blue Jackets teammate 
Erik Gudbranson had just bought a home there, too. Gaudreau liked the 
idea of getting rides with familiar faces. 

But there was a problem. The star winger wanted a house, and the 
options he looked at didn’t feel right. 

“Nothing I really wanted,” he says. 

Gaudreau’s solution came from an unlikely source: the player he was 
essentially replacing on the roster. To fit Gaudreau under the salary cap, 
the Blue Jackets traded veteran Oliver Bjorkstrand, who had been with 
the team for seven seasons, to Seattle. The deal put the Danish forward 
in a pickle of his own. He had just built a new house, and now he was 
headed across the country. 

The team knew Gaudreau was struggling to find a place, so a staffer 
reached out to Bjorkstrand and found out he wanted to sell. Gaudreau 
looked at pictures of the house and liked what he saw, so he sent 
Bjorkstrand a text. 

“In the NHL, most guys are pretty down to earth, easy guys to talk to, 
whether they’re on your team or not,” Gaudreau says. “He made it pretty 
simple. I made it pretty simple. It just worked out right away, right from 
the start.” 

A realtor helped with the paperwork, and then the deal was done. 

“It’s been great,” says Gaudreau, now nearing the end of his first season 
in Columbus. “We finally feel like we’re settled in. It took a little bit of time 
getting the house all ready, but it’s been great so far.” 

Similar arrangements are common within the NHL when players sign with 
new teams or get traded. They make sense, considering that players 
often like to live in similar parts of town and make similar salaries. If 
someone is leaving a house or apartment, having someone move in 
gives them one less thing to worry about. There’s convenience on all 
sides. 

“It’s a little bit easier than having to go through the market and look for a 
house,” Flames forward Nazem Kadri says. 

He would know. In July 2019, when traded from Toronto to Colorado for 
a package including Tyson Barrie, Kadri moved into Barrie’s house. 
Barrie moved into Kadri’s condo in Toronto. 

When the Kadri family arrived in Denver, they found a gift basket from 
Barrie, complete with pamphlets about what to do in the city and goods 
from Devil’s Food Bakery. 

“That actually was a big help my first year in Denver, just getting to know 
the area and where to be,” Kadri says. “It was the perfect storm.” 

The NHL trade deadline is on Friday, and a midseason housing deal has 
already happened at least once in 2022-23. When the Avalanche traded 
Dryden Hunt to Toronto in December, the forward rented his Denver 
townhouse to Denis Malgin, the player for whom he was dealt. The 
forwards were former teammates on the Panthers, and their familiarity 
made the transaction simple. Instead of staying in a hotel room, which 
players often do after a trade, he had an actual home. 

When Mark Stone went to Vegas in a 2019 trade, he temporarily moved 
into defenseman Brad Hunt’s house. The Golden Knights had dealt Hunt 
to Minnesota a month earlier, so his place was empty before Stone 
moved in. The two had no prior relationship, but the Golden Knights put 
them in touch. Stone had a person who handled everything and Hunt 
went through her. The defenseman didn’t own the Las Vegas house — 
he was just renting — so he would pay his landlord like normal but 
receive direct deposits from Stone. Contact was minimal. 

“I don’t even know how long he stayed,” Hunt says.  

As with Gaudreau and Stone, teams often coordinate the exchanges. 
After Darcy Kuemper got traded from Arizona to Colorado in 2021, a 
Coyotes staffer reached out to see if he’d be willing to rent his house to 
Loui Eriksson, whom the team acquired in a trade with Vancouver. 

“Rather than selling it right away, we let them stay there and waited for 
this season to be done to put it on the market,” Kuemper says. 

Publicly, the end of the Jack Eichel era in Buffalo was acrimonious, 
involving a trade request and a dispute about whether or not he should 
be allowed to get disc replacement surgery. But the now-Golden Knights 
forward kept in touch with his former teammates enough to sell Tage 
Thompson his 3,000-square-foot townhouse. Thompson had another 
housing option fall through, Eichel remembers, so he called him before 
the season. 

Eichel’s place had been on the market since shortly after Vegas acquired 
him in November 2021. Now he had a taker. 
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“Tage and I did the deal pretty much between ourselves,” Eichel says. “It 
was really easy. He’s a great dude and I’m glad it worked out for him.” 

He’s not alone. Gaudreau summed up the player real estate 
arrangements succinctly. 

“(Bjorkstrand) needed to get rid of something, I needed to get 
something,” he says. “It was perfect.” 
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2023 NHL Draft top 64 prospects: Scott Wheeler’s March ranking 

 

Scott Wheeler 

56-72 minutes 01/03/2023 

 

Welcome to my March ranking of the top 64 prospects eligible for the 
2023 NHL Draft. 

This ranking follows my way-too-early top 26, my preseason top 32 
(released in August), and my preliminary top 64 (released in November). 
It will be followed by an updated top 32 after U18 Worlds (new this year 
in May), and my final top 100 (released in June). 

This draft class marks a decade of me doing this work, and I still believe 
this 2023 group is rivalled only by 2015 among the talent pools I’ve 
scouted to date. 

The 2023 draft is led by three — maybe four — A-plus (or close) 
prospects at the very top, a superb collection of high-end talents at 
forward behind them that will run deep into the first round and produce 
additional stars, and better depth on defence and in net than I anticipated 
when the year started. 

This top 64 is made up of 46 forwards, 17 defencemen and one 
goaltender. That’s three more defencemen than my preliminary ranking, 
and while none still rank in the top 10 (which would be a first if it holds), 
there’s a trio in the conversation for the 11-20 range and a ton of 
worthwhile second-round options behind them. There were also five 
more goalies who were among the final cuts for this list and I fully expect 
each will be on my final draft board. 

Note: Though I consult scouts, coaches, general managers, team staff, 
and agents in building my draft boards, the following evaluations are 
strictly my own. 

1. Connor Bedard — C, Regina Pats, 5-foot-10 

Bedard’s statistical profile speaks for itself: 28 points in 15 games as a 
15-year-old in the WHL, two points per game at U18 worlds as a double 
underager, 51 goals and 100 points on a dreadful team at 16, six goals in 
four games at U18 Worlds as an underager this time (in what wasn’t 
even his best hockey), 13 goals and 31 points in 14 world juniors games 
(after forcing his way onto the first of those three teams by torching the 
selection camp), and now, as a 17-year-old who won’t turn 18 until July 
(we can almost forget that!), the CHL’s leader in goals per game, assists 
per game, points per game, and shots per game. 

I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again: Bedard can do things with the puck 
that nobody else in the sport can replicate. I’m not talking about him 
compared to other prospects in this draft. I’m talking nobody. As in, you 
could put him on the ice with the world’s best shooters (say, Auston 
Matthews, Nikita Kucherov, Patrik Laine, Alex Ovechkin and Steven 
Stamkos) and they wouldn’t be able to load up just off of their lead skate 
and fire it off balance like he does. He’s got one of the best shooting 
actions in motion I’ve ever seen. 

The way he drops the puck into the middle of his stance and then 
explodes it off of his blade almost without any forward motion to indicate 
the shot’s coming is remarkable. While that bent-sideways cannon that 
he has off of his right hip is his defining quality, it’s not the only tool he 
has that is singular, either. In fact, it’s not even the only element of his 
shooting arsenal that is one of one. His release is lightning-quick. There’s 
the pinpoint accuracy from impossible angles. There are the little delays 
and stutters he uses to create separation and get to his spots. There’s 
his variety of shooting stances above and beyond that pop off of his hip 
(right down to his curl-and-drag, his one-timer, and his feel off of his 
backhand). This kid is as prolific from long distance as any shooter I’ve 
ever scouted. 

He’s got everything else you look for in a dynamic play creator, too. He’s 
got unbelievably quick hands and the loose grip that all great handlers 
have. He’s got high-end speed with his galloping crossover strides and 
strong acceleration from a standstill (with continued work to do to take his 
first two steps up a notch and find an even quicker gear), which help him 
carry the puck up the ice or join in transition as the trailer whenever he 
has to play catchup. He’s also highly creative despite his goal-scoring tilt. 

Some scorers tunnel-vision the net and even though the goalie is his 
focus, there’s a lot to his game between the offensive-zone blue line and 
the shot he takes that’s inventive. He has also learned to use the 
attention his shot gets as a tool to open up passing and find linemates at 
the backdoor with blind passes through seams. He regularly makes 
difficult plays as a passer, demonstrating high-end spatial awareness and 
often finding second or even third options (constantly pre-scanning and 
shoulder-checking). He’s an entry machine driving play through the 
neutral zone and across the line in control. He goes to the front of the net 
and will bail out to make effort plays. Then you add in instincts off the 
puck to get open even when he’s a marked man, an improved physical 
engagement (he’s really quite feisty and competitive), some underrated 
skill as a puck thief, and you’ve got a superstar prospect. Nobody can 
defend his inside-out cut into that low, hard wrister of his at the junior 
level. It often takes two to take the puck off of him when he’s twisting and 
turning, too. 

He’s a marvel, with legit 50-goal upside at the next level. I think he’ll stick 
at centre, too (nice to see him at 53 percent in the circle so far this year). 
I’m not sure there has ever been a player Connor Bedard’s age in the 
history of hockey who has been able to shoot the puck like he can. He 
can get a little ahead of the play, and he’s got work to do on his game 
defensively if he doesn’t want to get hemmed in at the next level, but 
those are things you live with with a talent as singular as his. 

2. Adam Fantilli — C, University of Michigan, 6-foot-2 

The best way to define Fantilli is the way one USHL source once 
described him to me: “He’s a horse.” 

Fantilli is a big, strong, powerful kid who takes pucks from the wall to the 
interior with force, and ease, and speed. He can beat you along the wall 
on the cycle. He can beat you carrying the puck in rotations around the 
perimeter of the offensive zone. He can beat you by pushing through 
lanes to the middle third, driving the net, or dropping a shoulder to take 
space that isn’t there. He can beat you flying out wide. He has regularly 
blown me away in viewings these last couple of years (at Hockey 
Canada’s showcase two summers ago, in games where he looked like a 
man among boys in the USHL, and now again at various points 
throughout his historic freshman year at Michigan, where he was the best 
player in college hockey from the jump and seems to have found another 
level of late). 

And even at 6-foot-2 and about 200 pounds, he’s one of the best skaters 
in this draft. It’s not often we see players his size who can move like him. 
His skating is balanced. It’s powerful when it needs to be and light and 
adjustable when it needs to be. Within his movement patterns, he can 
handle the puck on a string. He’s going to be a transition monster. On top 
of it all, he’s physical, he’s strong in the faceoff circle, he’ll get after it on 
forecheck and track pucks, he plays with energy, he’ll pounce on 
turnovers and be opportunistic. He can score from mid range consistently 
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with his low-kick wrister, he’s got an ability to protect the puck and shade 
in and out of coverage, he’s got a dangerous curl-and-drag wrister, and 
he’s comfortable in traffic. When he’s on, he can completely take over a 
game. 

He has also shed some of the selfishness and force-it plays that could 
frustrate me and others at lower levels (he’s making better decisions on 
shot selection, overhanding less, utilizing his linemates better, etc. with 
the Wolverines). I think he’s going to play in the NHL next year and be 
successful on raw ability from the jump. Once he refines his game some 
more and adds more muscle as he ages, watch out. 

3. Matvei Michkov — LW/RW, HK Sochi, 5-foot-10 

Michkov is, without question or hesitation, the best prospect I’ve ever 
ranked at No. 3 in advance of any draft and the best Russian prospect 
since Alex Ovechkin. On talent, and upside, and pedigree, his game 
checks all three boxes. The combination of Michkov’s position and the 
uncertainty around Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and his contract in the 
KHL with SKA (which is signed through to the end of the 2025-26 season 
and has been loaned out to Sochi after he reportedly forced his way out 
in search of greater opportunity) could complicate where he goes on draft 
day, but he still belongs here. And despite suffering a lower-body injury in 
a KHL preseason game, Michkov (who played to a goal a game last year 
in the MHL) played to a goal a game in Russia’s second-tier VHL and 
has been very productive for his age since the move to Sochi in the KHL. 

If he were guaranteed to be coming to the NHL next fall, a centre, and an 
inch or two taller, he’d have a nearly perfect profile for me. He’s different 
than Bedard in tools and approach. Michkov’s brilliance comes primarily 
from his ability to read and process the play at an extremely advanced 
level, make his decisions quickly, and execute on them with incredible 
proficiency, whether that’s ripping a patterned shot (his one-timer, his 
standstill wrister, his curl-and-drag, etc.), a quick move into a pass, a 
sudden stop-up, or an attacking cut. 

But he’s also sturdy for his size, which allows him to extend plays, hang 
onto pucks when a quick attack isn’t there, or delay for his linemates. 
And while he shines in moments, those short moments and the 
consistency of his execution within them (despite being freakishly 
talented, he makes very few mistakes with the puck) create a uniquely 
high-reward, somehow low-risk game. When he tries things — and he 
often does — he’s never trying them out of desperation but rather 
intention. He’s a rare kind of player where he’s got A-grade tools across 
the board, and star talent in spades, but he’s also got an efficiency to his 
game that is incredibly rare for a skilled player (especially one his age). 
He’s not the hardest-working working player defensively, nor the fastest 
skater, but he always seems to be lurking around the play (and the puck) 
anyways and his skill level pops from there. 

4. Leo Carlsson — C/LW, Orebro HK, 6-foot-3 

Though he doesn’t play the game with some of the shine of the three 
players in front of him, Carlsson, the top Swede in the draft, has emerged 
as my clear No. 4 and has had a tremendous age-adjusted season 
between his play with Orebro in the SHL and at the world juniors (where 
he was one of Sweden’s top forwards despite playing sick), even 
considering his December 2004 birthday — and a year after playing to 
virtually two points per game at the J20 level (he looked good in an 
important role as a top-nine centre for Sweden at U18 worlds before an 
injury kept him out of their medal round run to a gold medal, too). 

Carlsson’s a big kid who has begun to come into his body (he’s 6-foot-3 
and 198 pounds), but he’s also got slick handling and finesse for a 
forward his size, regularly finding his way through traffic or around it by 
out-waiting defenders one-on-one in shielded puck protection off of his 
hip. He stays on pucks, he’s got good instincts and takes smart routes 
around the ice, he’s sound positionally, he applies pressure off of the 
puck and comes up with possession despite not being very physical, and 
he just always seems to be involved in positive things inside the offensive 
zone. His skating also continues to improve (he’s not fast, but he’s an 
above-average skater for his size by my measure and it shouldn’t be 
preventative in him reaching his NHL upside). His long stick can limit him 

catching and handling pucks in his feet at times, and he doesn’t have a 
great shot, but those things should come and he’s got great dexterity and 
reflexes. 

Carlsson’s one of the smartest players in the draft, a very heady player 
who understands spacing and timing on and off the puck at an advanced 
level for his age. And while he played exclusively as a winger in the SHL 
the last two seasons, Carlsson came up as a centre and I like the way his 
game might fit there long term because of his combination of size, detail, 
and awareness. He projects as a pass-first playmaking centre with a 
middle-six floor, first-line potential, and clear PP value (in multiple roles, 
too, because he’s great around the net and below the goal line but can 
also run it from the flank). 

5. Will Smith — C, U.S. NTDP, 6-feet 

A brilliant handler and manipulator of the puck, including at full speed, 
Smith is a tantalizing and slippery talent who blends deception, baits and 
fakes (with his eyes, shoulders and head) into his movements to not just 
make opposing players miss but often send them the wrong way. 

Crafty is the best word to describe his game. He has gone from point-
per-game U17 season (the only player on that team to do so) to nearly 
two points per game in his U18 campaign. Beyond his natural skill in 
possession, he also impresses with his smarts with the puck, his cerebral 
play style, and his ability to play to his linemates. Smith is one of the very 
best slot passers in the draft and uses his unique puckhandling ability to 
dodge close-outs, weave off of the wall, and make plays through holes in 
coverage in possession with ease, regularly hanging onto pucks to delay 
his way into his spots or carve in. 

He’s the kind of player who can beat you with a pass, a dangerous 
wrister (in fact, while he has played facilitator so often in games this year, 
he’s got an excellent wrister while moving), or a deke. He’s also well-
regarded as a great kid who is easy to coach and understands what’s 
required of a centre. He’s a treat to watch in possession and processes 
the game at such an advanced and rapid level. 

The way he wheels across the top of the circles and then play-makes 
from the high slot is special. The way he walks through coverage and 
hangs onto pucks is special. There’s just this elusiveness to his game 
where you never know where he’s going with the puck. I like the way he 
has learned to hunt and come up with pucks, too. I’ll be shocked if he 
doesn’t become a playmaking top-six centre and PP1 creator. 

6. Zach Benson — LW, Winnipeg Ice, 5-foot-9 

There were a lot of nights last season, on an Ice team that boasted half a 
dozen of the better forwards and two of the top defencemen in the WHL, 
where this kid was the best player on the ice (which included him leading 
them in scoring in the playoffs with 23 points in 15 games) as a 16-year-
old. And this season there’s no doubt: He’s the best forward on arguably 
the CHL’s most talented team at forward. 

While he benefits from playing with talented linemates, Benson’s a driver 
in every sense. He’s a multi-dimensional forward who has quick 
acceleration, can handle the puck at speed and change tempos in 
control, can shape play by opening up his hips to go heel-to-heel, thrives 
in traffic, is a dual shot-pass threat, plays one step ahead of the game in 
possession, supports the play effectively, problem-solves as well as 
anyone in this class (in an age group that is full of intelligent playmakers), 
works his tail off off the puck to keep his energy up (he plays heavier and 
scrappier than he looks, too), and sets the pace for his line (whether by 
picking it up or slowing it down to use his creativity). 

He’s the kind of player who fills the stat sheet and elevates his linemates 
in subtle ways. Increasingly, I’ve been impressed by his agility in and out 
of breaks and cuts (his skating is a real asset for him and particularly 
impressive through his edges and crossovers, though he can get going 
the length of the ice too). He’ll make plays to the inside from the 
perimeter on one shift, and then go right to the guts of the ice to make 
something happen in a congested area the next. When you package all 
of that skill with a dogged work ethic that keeps him around pucks all the 
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time, and you’ve got a tremendous player. If he were a little bigger, he’d 
be a scout’s dream. I think he’s going to be a star regardless. 

7. Andrew Cristall — LW, Kelowna Rockets, 5-foot-10 

One of my favourites in this class, Cristall is a creative, slippery 
playmaker who isn’t afraid to try things and possesses a rare ability to 
hang onto pucks, pull eyes and bodies towards him, and then expose 
opposing structures to the weak side of coverage. 

Though he’s currently still nursing a lower-body injury he suffered in early 
January, before that, it didn’t take long watching this year’s Kelowna 
Rockets to realize just how much offence he creates for himself and his 
teammates. If this weren’t a draft that also featured Bedard and Benson, 
he was in the midst of one of the most productive draft-eligible seasons 
in recent WHL history (pacing to outproduce, for example, the 106 in 69 
that 2011 No. 1 pick Ryan Nugent-Hopkins posted). 

Despite his diminutive size, he’s also a smart player off of the puck and 
I’ve been struck by how often he’s in the right position above the puck to 
hold play inside the offensive zone (I absolutely get why he was named 
an alternate captain). He’s as fun to watch with the puck on his stick as 
almost anyone in this draft. When you think you’ve got him trapped, you 
usually don’t. He’s just a natural creator for himself and others who 
manufactures offence in a variety of ways. I see clear, projectable top-six 
tools as a play-creating winger and I’m not the least bit worried about him 
doing it against NHL defences because of how hard he is to pin down. 

8. Dalibor Dvorsky — C/LW, AIK, 6-foot-1 

For all the talk about how strong the 2022 draft class was for Slovakia, 
Dvorsky leads another excellent group into 2023. His June birthday 
makes him one of the younger players on this list and he has already 
accomplished a lot, including leading a Slovak Hlinka Gretzky Cup team 
that featured Juraj Slafkovsky and Filip Mesar in scoring as an 
underager, producing well above a point per game in Sweden’s J20 level 
last year, and now producing in his draft year in the second-tier 
HockeyAllsvenskan (while clicking at two points per game in stints back 
down at J20). 

The big question with Dvorsky for a while was whether or not he’d be a 
centre or a winger long term. This season, after noticeably adding some 
needed muscle and rounding out his game nicely, I think he has shown 
folks that he’ll be able to stick down the middle. 

He’s sound positionally defensively. He uses his body to gain inside 
positioning on defenders and shields pucks effectively. He has struggled 
in spurts with the pace required of centres at higher levels (whether that 
be last summer’s world juniors, or the pro game, he could stand to get 
and play a little quicker) and some scouts worry about his consistency at 
five-on-five, but he has shown important progress on that front and 
showed well at this winter’s world juniors at evens. He has also shown a 
little more fire. His gifts in control of the puck are undeniable. He can run 
the wall or the point on the PP, effortlessly picking coverage apart and 
feathering pucks through seams. He’s got excellent touch and weight on 
his passes (he’s a great saucer passer off of his forehand and backhand, 
in particular), and does a beautiful job waiting for lanes to open. He’s got 
quick hands and instincts, with standout puck control and shading. 

Dvorsky is a highly-talented and intelligent playmaker who can threaten 
defenders and coverage in a variety of ways, whether that’s carving them 
up in control and finishing cleanly from the home plate area, or sliding off 
of coverage to find pockets of space to get open into. And while he may 
not be a driver on a top-six line, it’s not hard to imagine him as a first- or 
second-line playmaker who makes finishing plays off of a driver’s work 
and does damage on PP1. His statistical profile is really strong and 
continued progress in his skating (which has also noticeably improved 
this year) will keep it that way into the NHL. 

9. Oliver Moore — C, U.S. NTDP, 5-foot-11 

A hand injury kept Moore out of action late last year and prevented him 
from likely playing at U18 worlds as an underager, but he impressed me 
on three trips down to Plymouth these last two years (last November 

when he was already playing up, this fall for U18 Five Nations, and this 
winter for the BioSteel All-American Game. His consistent game-to-game 
impact, whenever I’ve sat down to do watch the 2005s at the NTDP on 
tape, has struck me as well. 

The U18 team’s first line of Smith, Ryan Leonard and Gabe Perreault has 
been piling up points and attention (deservedly so) this year, but I’ve 
been as impressed by Moore and the offence he has created as the focal 
point of its second line. Moore’s game is defined by his skating (both in 
straight lines, where he turns defenders with ease out wide, and in quick 
bursts from explosive stops and starts) and presence on the ice. He’s got 
gallops, cutbacks, crossovers, all of it. I’ve seen him create breakaways 
with ease, win races he should, and send defenders sliding when he 
stops up on them with a head of steam. He also hunts pucks and applies 
pressure with the best of them, and his motor doesn’t stop, bouncing 
from one won battle to the next. 

He wants to hang onto the puck and make plays but he’ll also hurry it up 
and dominate in and out of give-and-goes. He’s got an impressive one-
timer from the right flank and can really lean into and rip his catch-and-
release or in-stride wrister. He has added a ton of strength since arriving 
at the program so that he can overwhelm junior level players with his 
power and speed. He has learned to use some clever movement 
patterns to make defencemen miss and get to his spots as a shooter. I 
don’t see a lot to nitpick in either his tools or his approach. More and 
more his game has shown dimension inside the offensive zone so that he 
can make things happen shift after shift out of all of his effort plays up 
and under sticks. He just has a unique ability to impose his will on the 
game. And while his game is bullish, he’s also got surprising soft skill. I’m 
not sure he has the star power of the names in front of him here, but he’s 
got some unique attributes in this class and he’s going to make a heck of 
an NHL player. 

10. Eduard Sale — LW/RW, HC Kometa Brno, 6-foot-2 

It was tricky evaluating and contextualizing Sale last season, when he 
was above two points per game (99 in 44) in Czechia’s top junior league, 
doing things that had never been done and smashing (and even doubling 
in some cases) the production of recent top Czech players at the same 
age (including first-rounders like Jakub Voracek and Tomas Hertl). But 
after looking like one of the most talented players in Germany for U18 
worlds, and then in Red Deer for the Hlinka Gretzky Cup, and now 
producing in the Czech Extraliga, he looks closer to a special Czech 
talent with real top-10 aspirations than he does to interesting prospect-
who-torched-a-bad-league. 

He’s a smooth skater who is noticeable in transition for both his ability to 
weave up ice and facilitate and also his ability to create breakaways for 
himself and beat goalies one-on-one. He’s got superb vision and ranks 
among the best in the class at dissecting coverage as a passer. I love 
him on the half-wall/point on the PP with his ability to hit east-west seams 
(he just seems to see every lane and opening). He can slow it down and 
pick things apart or hurry up his passes through holes. He has shown a 
knack for making big plays at big moments. 

He’s also a dexterous player who has good size (which will fill out). He 
can beat you on the perimeter with his skill (highlighted by excellent one-
on-one hands-on defenders). There are some who’d like to see him get 
to the guts of the ice and battle a little more (he glides a little too much off 
of the puck offensively and defensively). When he does go there, too, I’ve 
seen him show that dexterity he has getting sticks on tips and redirects. 
He can definitely drift a little at five-on-five but his eyes light up and his 
head swivels when the puck lands on his stick, and skill plays against the 
grain usually follow. He’s got poise and patience on the puck. He’s got a 
great release. And while he’ll fade in stretches, the talent level is clear. 
With a little more consistency and some maturity, there’s a top-six 
playmaking winger there. 

11. Gabe Perreault — LW, U.S. NTDP, 5-foot-11 

I’m prepared to stick my neck out on Perreault at this point. Eventually, 
when the points pile up like they have, and they happen making the kinds 
of plays that he does, you can’t ignore them. There are many who’ve 
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settled on Perreault as more of a mid-to-late-round first because of the 
combination of his skinny frame and the linemates he plays with. But at 
this point in time there’s also only one player in the history of the U.S. 
NTDP who has produced at a higher points per game clip in their draft 
year than Perreault has this season: Jack Hughes. Not Phil Kessel. Not 
Clayton Keller. Not Cole Caufield. Not Logan Cooley. Only Hughes. The 
U17 team’s leader in assists and points last year, Perreault has played to 
nearly two points per game with the U18 team this year. And yet most 
believe he’s the third-most compelling and projectable prospect on USA’s 
top line. 

I’m less and less convinced of that. He’s a clever beyond belief, 
maneuverable facilitator and playmaker who plays the game with a light 
touch and a heady spatial awareness of not only where his teammates 
are, but where he is in the flow of play (and relative to defenders). The 
son of longtime NHLer Yanic Perreault and brother of Ducks prospect 
Jacob, Gabe doesn’t have his dad’s defensive acumen or his brother’s 
build (he’s listed at 165 pounds now), but he’s an intuitive, highly-
intelligent player who sees the play develop offensively at a more 
advanced level than his two family members did/do — and than almost 
anybody in the draft does. He’s got some of the quickest hands in the 
draft. He problem-solves his way out of trouble as well as anyone in this 
age group. He gets shots off extremely fast and without bobbles in catch-
and-release sequences. He plans things out on the ice at speed and then 
finds ways to make his desired play. He’s a slick one-on-one player. He’s 
a good skater and should pick up another step as he gets stronger. 

Because of his genetics, he should add the necessary weight and 
strength eventually. I’d eagerly bet on him. 

12. Matthew Wood — C/RW, University of Connecticut, 6-foot-4 

One of my favourites in the 2005 age group, Wood is the youngest player 
in college hockey this season (he was, for a moment, its only 17-year-
old) and has stepped right in to become an impactful player on a good 
UConn team (albeit as a winger after playing mostly centre at the Jr. A 
level). His near point-per-game production at the top of the Huskies’ stat 
sheet comes a year after he led the BCHL in goals (45 in 46 games) and 
points (85) for a 1.85 points-per-game clip that stands as the most 
productive 16-year-old season in the league in decades, besting Alex 
Newhook (1.47), Kyle Turris (1.26), Tyson Jost (0.98), and Kent Johnson 
(0.81) — while being four months younger than Johnson was at the time. 
Wood is a rangy, goal-scoring forward who has silky hands for his size 
(considering the long stick he uses, he’s got great control on the toe of 
his blade out wide and the heel in tight to his feet), a marksman’s shot 
inside the offensive zone (both through a natural shooting motion and his 
one-timer), and a sixth sense for arriving around the net/slot at the right 
time. 

He’s got quick hands one-on-one, he drops pucks back into his shooting 
stance effortlessly, and he’s got a beautiful curl-and-drag motion. There’s 
work to do to get a little quicker from a standstill, and that leaves some 
believing he’s more of a mid-to-late first than an upper-half-of-the-first 
guy, but he’s better suited as a playmaker and finisher than a power 
forward type anyways. I love the way he slows down the game, adjusts 
and maneuvers his frame and shades pucks. Mix in a multi-dimensional 
shooting arsenal and I see top-six upside. 

13. Brayden Yager — C, Moose Jaw Warriors, 5-foot-11  

Yager has been on the radar in Western Canada for some time now, and 
he’s got some real pedigree to his profile and cache to his game to 
support it. He was the No. 3 pick in the 2020 WHL Bantam Draft. He was 
the CHL Rookie of the Year (on 34 goals). He was an alternate captain 
and second-leading scorer at the Hlinka Gretzky Cup, and is an alternate 
captain and leading scorer with Moose Jaw. 

His actual statistical profile is good without being great, though. Still, I 
would argue he’s been a more consistent offensive player for Moose Jaw 
this season than Kraken prospect Jagger Firkus has been, while playing 
an off-puck game that is inarguably stronger than Firkus’ (he has also 
been a dangerous penalty killer and is decently-strong in the faceoff 
circle). 

Yager plays a threatening, attacking, puck-dominant game with skill in 
straight lines and in cutting sequences in transition. He’s got smooth 
skating mechanics. He’s also dangerous inside the offensive zone from 
the top of the circles in, with a quick-release wrister (one of the faster 
releases in the draft) that comes off of his blade hard and with a slight, 
goalie-fooling adjustment pre-shot, impressive puck skill in congested 
areas, an ability to attack in bursts and make something happen out of 
dead plays, and an equal ability to play off of coverage and make himself 
available for his linemates. 

He’s a natural scorer and creator, but he’s also got plus vision and deft 
touch (though I wouldn’t say his creativity is necessarily a strength). I like 
the way he supports the puck defensively as a centreman, too, though 
he’ll need to get stronger to be reliable defensively at the NHL level. He 
is very intentional with his routes, offensively and defensively, which 
should help him stick at the centre position long term. I don’t think he’s 
going to become the kind of star that you’re hoping to get when you draft 
him in the 5-7 range that some expected him to land in this year, but he’s 
got 2C, PP1 upside if he can fill out his game and continue to add 
dimension. 

14. Colby Barlow — LW/RW, Owen Sound Attack, 6-feet 

One of the more impressive 2005s in the CHL last season, Barlow 
scored 35 goals in 66 combined regular-season and playoff games as a 
rookie in the OHL and was named captain of the Attack for his draft year 
(both rare goal scoring for a player his age, and a rare honour for a 
player his age). Barlow plays a direct, intentional game built around great 
hands, a physically mature pro frame, and an NHL shot (he can cleanly 
beat goalies from mid-range). He’s also going to be an able penalty killer, 
which should give him all-situations upside at the next level. He has a 
high floor and should safely become a strong third-line player but also 
has the upside to become more if things really click in his north-south 
game at the next level. Still, though he is a dominant junior player and 
could chase down a 50-goal season this year, it’s also fair to ask if his 
advanced growth gives him less runway for improvement (he really does 
look like a man already). He’s also not fast despite his strength, although 
he has made progress in his skating and does at times look powerful in 
straight lines. The pro build, mentality and scoring tools are very 
appealing though and there will be teams that fall in love with his 
game/makeup. 

15. Ryan Leonard — RW, U.S. NTDP, 6-feet 

Leonard is a prospect that everyone likes. It’s impossible not to. And after 
how good he looked as an underager at U18 worlds in Germany last 
April, nobody has been surprised by his near goal-per-game breakout 
this season (in fact, I wrote “I won’t be surprised if he challenges Smith 
and Moore on the stat sheet this year while providing all of the energy 
that he does” in my preseason ranking). 

He’s a versatile, high-RPM player who makes things happen when he’s 
on the ice and pulls teamates into the fight with his scrappy, competitive, 
never-stop style. He’s not just the energy guy though either. He’s got 
really quick side-to-side hands, a hard shot that rattles off of his stick, 
and quick crossover patterns that allow him to use those hands to get to 
places where he can look to shoot. Add in the strength and power that 
comes with his physically mature frame, an ability to drive and shed 
contact when he gets bumped, and a defensive conscience, and there’s 
more than just a hands-shot-worker skill set. He’s not the most cerebral 
player and he can be a little too net-focussed at times, but he’s the kind 
of player who will score, add physicality to a line, and slide up and down 
a top nine in an NHL lineup while endearing himself to his coaches. 

16. Mikhail Gulyayev — LHD, Omskie Yastreby, 5-foot-10 

Narrowly my top-ranked defenceman in the draft at this stage, Gulyayev 
put together the most productive 16-year-old season by a defenceman in 
the MHL’s modern history (13 seasons dating back to 2009) when he 
posted 35 points in 54 games last year, regularly playing 20 minutes per 
game in a league famous for typically relying on older players. He did 
that after notching five points in five games at last year’s Hlinka Gretzky 
Cup as a young 16-year-old, too. This year, though he has struggled 
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defensively in his limited minutes in the KHL, he has looked dominant at 
both ends in his returns to the MHL and comfortable in the second-tier 
VHL. 

It has been a few rough age groups for Russian defencemen but 
Gulyayev’s got a chance to flip the script. He’s a commanding offensive 
defenceman who is at his best when he’s looking to take charge with his 
feet. And while we don’t often see smaller defenceman taken as high as I 
have him ranked here, he doesn’t play small and I like his game at both 
ends of the ice because of his mobility and the confidence with which he 
reads the play. 

You’ll commonly see him activate to lead plays into the offensive zone 
and create something. He walks the line and bends coverage as an 
impressive and tactical power-play quarterback. But you’ll also see him 
make the heady escape play out of his own zone under pressure at five-
on-five, or slide into a passing line to intercept a pass, or disrupt an 
opposing carrier with a tight gap and active stick. If he can become a 
second-pairing offensively-inclined defenceman at even strength, and a 
PP1 QB, that has value in the middle of the first round. I think there’s a 
small chance he becomes a star or close with the right development, too. 

17. David Reinbacher — RHD, EHC Kloten, 6-foot-2 

We sometimes see draft-eligible D play their full draft year in a 
professional league. We seldom see them play big minutes in a good 
league, though — even when they’re on the older side, like Reinbacher is 
with his October birthday. But that’s what the Austrian has done in 
Switzerland’s top flight this season, where he plays over 20 minutes in a 
game more often than he plays under it. He has even driven results at 
both ends in those minutes, with a positive goal differential on an under-
.500 team that has been outscored pretty significantly on the whole this 
season. 

Reinbacher’s got pro size, desired handedness, and a really strong 
foundation of tools that all but guarantee he’ll become an NHLer. I expect 
he’ll be the first defenceman picked when all is said and done, and he 
may be my top-ranked one too even though Gulyayev excites me a little 
more and remains there for now. Reinbacher’s a solid forward and 
backwards skater (though he can look a little stilted at times) who gaps 
well and defends the rush effectively with a noticeably long stick. 

He looks to take instead of give in the neutral zone, regularly stepping up 
to try to bump puck carriers off possession and force dumps (though 
there are times when that style can leave him chasing if his timing’s off or 
he’s flatfooted). 

He’s strong. His head is always up and on a swivel and he does a good 
job pre-surveying the ice when he’s going back to get pucks through 
frequent shoulder checks. He’s got some poise and processing under 
pressure, even if his play with the puck on his stick isn’t dynamic per se. 
He’s just a rock-solid, projectable two-way defenceman. I’m not sure he’s 
got the soft skill to become the true No. 1 or No. 2 that you take inside 
the top 10, but he’s got everything needed to become a good second-
pairing guy and maybe slightly more than that. 

18. Riley Heidt — C, Prince George Cougars, 5-foot-10 

Heidt, taken No. 2 in the 2020 WHL Bantam Draft with the pick between 
Bedard and Yager (he and Yager were actually teammates in minor 
hockey), is a talented and hardworking playmaker who keeps himself 
involved in the play off the puck and then makes plays between battles in 
possession of the puck. He’s the go-to center for the Cougars in the 
faceoff circle. He’s also a strong skater who is light on his edges, builds 
speed quickly into flight to put defenders on their heels and/or create 
separation, leads a lot of neutral-zone carries into entries, and makes 
plays into space for himself or his linemates at pace. He’ll make plays 
through seams. He’s eager physically. He’s unafraid to try things and has 
the skill to execute difficult plays. And he always seems to be around it. 

His ability to make plays offensively both off the rush and inside the zone 
(where he’s got slick skill in traffic, great instincts off of the puck, and a 
lunch-pale approach) also gives me a lot of confidence that he’ll continue 

to progress. He was more impressive than his already-impressive 61-
points-in-68-games season last year (where he led the Cougars in 
scoring), and the same is true in his strong production on a middle-of-the-
pack Cougars team this year. 

19. Calum Ritchie — C, Oshawa Generals, 6-foot-2 

Ritchie is the complete package. From my first live viewing of him two 
Octobers ago in St. Catharines when he looked like the Generals’ most 
talented forward in just the second game of his OHL career, to his four-
goal, seven-point series in Oshawa’s six-game first-round defeat against 
the Frontenacs, to his Hlinka performance this summer, to my most 
recent live viewings of him both in Oshawa and in Langley at the CHL 
Top Prospects Game, Ritchie has consistently impressed me. On the 
puck, he’s a multi-faceted playmaker who often looks like the player who 
was the No. 2 pick in the 2021 OHL Priority Selection and an OHL First 
All-Rookie Team member. 

He’s got quick hick hands (he’s prolific on breakaways/in the shootout), a 
cleverness to his game as a passer (whether through seams or often 
blind), slick skill in traffic sliding pucks under sticks and rotating through 
coverage or past checks, and a knack for finessing pucks into spots for 
himself or his linemates to skate onto. He has also begun to fill out his 
frame, which has helped turn him into a diligent, relied-upon two-way 
player off the puck. 

This year, wearing an “A” as a 17-year-old with the Generals, he’s been 
arguably their most consistent forward while playing a key role on the 
penalty kill and late in games in the faceoff circle (where he is really 
strong). I’d like to see him pick up a bit more of an acceleration gear from 
a standstill (his stride can look a little short/stunted/heavy), and fill the 
scoresheet a little more (though the talent around him has something to 
do with that too), but there’s a lot to like. 

He takes smart routes with and without the puck, he has become a 
reliable three-zone player, and the skill is there (he’s got superb puck 
control skill). He’s also a very selfless player for his age who is quick to 
change in the offensive zone and will sooner make the right play than 
trying to overdo it. I’ve liked the progress I’ve seen in how strong he is 
over pucks and getting up and under sticks to take them back in pursuit, 
or go to the net for tips (which he’s actually quite dexterous on) instead of 
always trying to free himself for his shot. There has been souring on him 
as a top-10 candidate because of the point-per-game clip he has played 
at (though in saying that scouts still have a lot of respect for his game) 
but I expect his production to take a big leap next season. 

20. Quentin Musty — LW, Sudbury Wolves, 6-foot-2 

The top pick in the 2021 OHL Priority Selection, Musty is one the focal 
points of the Wolves’ offence and would be their leader in shots on goal, 
assists and points were it not for a few weeks lost in January to a hand 
injury (following up on a strong showing at the Hlinka Gretzky Cup this 
summer). He’s a big, strong, sturdy, athletic net-driven winger with slick 
puckhandling skill one-on-one and a balanced skater’s stride. He can 
unload from his hip into a heavy snapshot (which he’s probably owed a 
few more goals off of this year) or drop and drive the net into a tuck play 
in tight. He’s great along the wall on the cycle, but he can also 
occasionally make a play that pulls you out of your seat. The raw 
potential is there in spades and the production is starting to catch up to it. 

He’s got time to put it all together given his summer birthday, too. There 
was a time when folks thought Musty was the best American-born 2005 
prospect and while that’s no longer the case there’s still a lot to get 
excited about. 

21. Axel Sandin Pellikka — RHD, Skelleftea AIK, 5-foot-11 

There aren’t many players in this draft class who’ve come along quite like 
Sandin Pellikka has in the last year or so. He has been utterly dominant 
at the J20 level, played big minutes when things mattered most as an 
underager at the world juniors (including in three overtimes) and looked 
himself in spot usage in the SHL. He’s got really good edges and 
mobility, though he doesn’t have the speed in straight lines to pull away 
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from faster chasers. he wants the puck in the offensive zone and has the 
skill and shot to make things happen when teammates find him off the 
point or as the trailer off the rush. He keeps his head up in the neutral 
and defensive zones and is a confident puck carrier on exits and entries. 
Though he’s not big, he plays hard and engages in battles in the 
defensive zone with some sneaky strength. He does a good job 
maintaining gaps and matching opposing forwards step-for-step skating 
backwards. There are times when he can wait too long to make his 
decisions and I wouldn’t call him creative, but he makes good choices 
more often than he’s careless with it and he has progressed really rapidly 
for a kid who doesn’t turn 18 until a couple of weeks from now. 

22. Nate Danielson — C, Brandon Wheat Kings, 6-foot-2 

Just a couple of weeks away from having been eligible for the 2022 draft, 
Danielson, who was an MVP of Alberta’s U15 AAA circuit and the No. 5 
pick into the WHL, was a point-per-game player and one of Brandon’s 
top producers last season before being named captain for his draft year. 
This year, after getting off to a bit of a slow start (one goal and five points 
in his first eight games), he has really come on. 

He’s a pro-sized, hardworking pivot who can skate and excels in driving 
through the middle of the ice, pushing tempo, and playing with energy. 
Danielson plays a well-rounded two-way game, is a proficient penalty 
killer, wants to make a difference in all areas when he’s on the ice and 
blends good overall skill with his effort. While his game doesn’t have the 
dynamism of the other kids in this loaded WHL class, most scouts project 
Danielson as an everyday top-nine NHL center. I’d like to see him go 
past effective and really take over more, but he makes his fair share of 
plays, he’s a sub-.500 team’s leading scorer, and it does feel like he has 
middle-six centre written all over him. This may be a little low given that, 
but also underscores the strength of this draft. 

23. Koehn Ziemmer — RW, Prince George Cougars, 6-feet  

Ziemmer is a December 2004 who was selected with the No. 4 pick in 
the 2019 Bantam draft (a year ahead of when most of the plethora of 
other top WHL names on this list were selected). Last year, he led Prince 
George in goals (30) and finished second in points (57, one back of 
Heidt). This year, he has already broken past both of those marks and 
sits top 10 in the WHL in scoring (though he has regressed a little after a 
hot start). He’s a strong, pro-built, physically mature winger (some of 
which is a benefit of his 2004 birthday, but some of which is obviously a 
credit to the work he has put into filling out his frame — he really does 
look sturdy) who likes to shoot the puck and shoots it hard, but also 
regularly beats defenders and goalies one-on-one with a slick set of 
hands across his body so that they can’t plan for the shot. He has scored 
some highlight-reel goals in the WHL but he also excels at finding 
pockets of space off of coverage and remaining involved on offence and 
defence. And while he’s probably not going to be a star at the next level, I 
like Ziemmer as a potential second-line winger who can contribute 
offensively in a variety of ways. 

24. Ethan Gauthier — RW, Sherbrooke Phoenix, 5-foot-11 

Gauthier, the No. 1 pick in the 2021 QMJHL draft and son of former 10-
year NHLer Denis Gauthier, followed up a strong showing at the Hlinka 
Gretzky Cup (where he scored six goals in five games) with a strong start 
to his draft year at the top of a stacked Sherbrooke lineup, before seeing 
his production taper off some as they added more talent ahead of the 
deadline. 

Gauthier brings a lot to the table. He’s a versatile, hard-working player 
who excels in pretty much every facet of the game, gets to the middle of 
the ice, and makes plays around the net through skill and timing. He’s 
consistent shift-to-shift and game-to-game and while he might lack the 
dynamism of some of the players in front of him here, he can make plays 
in a variety of ways on and off the puck and the ice usually tilts in his 
team’s favor when he’s out there. He’s going to be an NHLer. I think the 
bigger question is whether he’s going to be more of a middle-six or a top-
six one? I think the former outcome is the more likely, which is why I’d 
probably steer clear of him in the teens (where some believe he 
belongs). 

25. Gavin Brindley — C/RW, University of Michigan, 5-foot-8 

One of three draft eligibles on this list playing college hockey this season, 
Brindley hasn’t just settled in at the University of Michigan, he has looked 
anywhere from comfortable to impactful in every game, including at 
centre and on the wing. Brindley’s a plus-level skater who gets through 
his extensions quickly (including from a standstill), excels on his edges, 
rounds corners sharply, and darts around the ice, hunting pucks and 
pushing through holes. 

He’s also got some of the quicker hands and better touch on this list. He 
thrives in the small-area game, using light passes and rapid movements 
to play in and out of coverage. He has now impressed me wherever I’ve 
watched him (NCAA, USHL, Five Nations, U18 Worlds, world juniors, 
etc.) as a small but highly-involved forward who plays the game with 
energy and pace, making little skill plays between coverage. He buzzes 
around the ice and does such a good job releasing from one battle or 
chance to hunting or getting open for the next one. He’s always moving. 
He’ll make the soft play to the middle of the ice from the perimeter, or go 
there to get to rebounds or position himself on screens/tips. He’s 
excellent in puck protection twisting away from coverage to make things 
happen along the boards. And he just always seems to play well, no 
matter the role/usage/stage. The beauty of Brindley’s game is that while 
he may prove talented enough to play in a skill role at the NHL level, he’s 
got the approach/tools to play an effective bottom-six game too. That will 
limit concerns about his height (he certainly hasn’t played small in his 
freshman year so far). 

26. Bradly Nadeau — LW, Penticton Vees, 5-foot-10 

The BCHL’s leading scorer while playing on a line with his older brother 
Josh (a player I vouched for as a worthy late-round flier ahead of last 
year’s draft), Nadeau is a multi-dimensional forward whose hands, 
skating, and shooting all get very high grades. A Maine Black Bears 
commit, Nadeau creates offence in a variety of ways, bursting wide or 
pulling away from defenders in transition with his quick feet, taking the 
puck right at or through coverage with his maneuverability, or leaning into 
a pinpoint shot (whether off of catch-and-releases, standstill shooting 
mechanics off the flank on the power play or through his one-timer — 
which the Vees have tried to open by playing him, a right-handed shot, 
on his off-wing this season). 

27. Samuel Honzek — LW, Vancouver Giants, 6-foot-4 

Honzek was on one of the steeper ascents in the draft this season when 
he suffered a leg injury in Slovakia’s second game of the world juniors. 
Then he got back in late February and after a pointless return put up two 
goals on six shots in his second game back. He’s a big winger whose 
game really fit right from the get-go on North American ice, quickly 
establishing himself as a a go-to player in all-situations for the Giants 
(even though he was an underager, Slovakia was playing him a ton early 
on in the world juniors, too). He skates quite well for his size, he’s got 
good hands and dexterity, he’s got great feel and sense for the pressures 
that exist on the ice, and he’s by all accounts a great teammate and kid 
who is coachable and pays attention to the details of the game. There’s a 
lot of belief out there that he’s going to be a good, well-rounded NHLer. 
He’s still got room to get stronger, too, so it’s not as though he’s a 
finished product. 

28. Jayden Perron — RW, Chicago Steel, 5-foot-9  

One of the USHL’s most talented players, Perron got off to a hot start, 
was briefly halted by an eight-game December stretch that saw him 
register just one assist, and has really turned it back on to play his best 
hockey of late. He’s a player who has earned the respect of those around 
the USHL amongst both rival players and staff. 

When you spend some time watching him and asking around about him, 
you quickly realize why. Perron, who didn’t go the popular prep school 
route in Western Canada, was a terror in Manitoba’s minor hockey ranks 
who stepped right into the titanic Steel last season and immediately 
flashed his skill with the puck, producing 48 points in 63 games to earn 
USHL All-Rookie Second Team honours. With the puck on his stick, he’s 
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a treat to watch. Evasive. Slick. Problem-solving. Finesse. Manipulation. 
It’s all there. You want the play to run through his hands and brain. 

He’s got some of the best soft skill in the draft. His size is obviously a 
talking point, and there’s a boom or bust element to his projection, but 
he’s a first-round talent and a clear play creator on a team with a few of 
them in Chicago this year. I expect him to become a top point producer in 
college at the University of North Dakota, too. 

29. Charlie Stramel — C, University of Wisconsin, 6-foot-3  

After conversations with scouts or folks at the national program about 
Stramel last year, I always felt I wasn’t quite where they were in terms of 
their belief in the player and his upside. That continued to start this year 
as he struggled to have a real impact with the Badgers early on as a 
freshman (albeit it a young one, and albeit on a bad/at-times lost team). 
He started to come on before the world juniors, though, and then he was 
good in a bottom-six role for Team USA and he has played quite well in 
his return to college hockey. 

Nicknamed “Big Rig” when he was at the program, Stramel is a heavy 
but not doughy kid whose athletic, muscular build jumps out at you right 
away. His strength complements a competitive, physical, forechecking, 
middle-lane style that makes good use of his length and hard wrister from 
midrange. He can push into space. He’s got decent hands when he 
pushes through the middle. 

Scouts are fascinated by his power forward package and size down the 
middle (following a move to centre from the wing as a 16-year-old). I 
have questions about his talent level, though. He too often looks like the 
third guy on his line. It’s not that he plays poorly (he rarely does) but I 
don’t see enough playmaking to warrant a top-20 slotting and he’s a little 
sluggish from a standstill through his first few strides (once he gets 
moving, his stride actually has good power and he’s a decent skater for 
his size on the whole). When he’s around it, he can be a handful. But 
getting around it consistently enough at higher paces has proven to be a 
bit of a challenge and his decision-making can look a little slow. He may 
become a darn good, hard and heavy bottom-six player at the next level 
in time, but he’ll have to show me more to warrant a projection higher 
than that (a projection some others do still believe in). 

30. Alex Ciernik — LW/RW, Södertälje SK, 5-foot-11 

Viewed as a mid-round pick by most, Ciernik is a player I diverge from 
the public and private scouting communities on. He’s one of the older 
players on this list (October 2004) but was also one of the most 
productive under-18 players at the J20 level last year, a top performer on 
the second line (with Dvorsky) as one of the younger players at his 
Hlinka Gretzky Cup, and Slovakia’s leading scorer in their promotion win 
in the Division 1A U18 world championship (his 12 points were one more 
than Dvorsky). This year, he has been pretty clearly one of the most 
talented players in J20 whenever he has been there, has shown some 
really positive signs in spurts in HockeyAllsvenskan (he has actually 
been equally as productive on a rate basis as Dvrosky), and I liked him at 
the world juniors before a quiet quarterfinal against Team Canada. 

He’s an up-tempo playmaker and dynamic skater (in straight lines, 
through his three-step acceleration from a standstill, and around corners 
through his crossovers) who looks to involve himself more than you might 
expect at his size. He thrives in transition creating breakaways and 
putting defenders on their heels with his speed and plays with a ton of 
confidence and swagger on the puck as a deft handler. And while he 
creates a lot off the rush, he also has the finer skills to play the flank on 
the power play, create inside the offensive zone, finish from mid-range 
(he’s got a nifty release) and dice up coverage. Once the true cream of 
the crop in this class are gone, he’s the kind of talent I’d swing on in the 
second round. 

31. Daniil But — LW/RW, Lokomotiv Yaroslavl, 6-foot-5 

After playing on Russia’s Hlinka Gretzky team two summers ago, But 
played to a point-per-game level in the MHL as one of its top 2005s last 
season and began his draft year on a tear in the MHL, scoring 11 goals 

in his first 15 games of the season before earning a mid-October 
promotion to the KHL for the first time (he has since scored his first two 
pro goals and has bounced between the KHL and MHL). Scouts are 
drawn to him because of his size-skill combo and while he can look a 
little uncoordinated out there at times, that draw is real and there’s some 
definite tools there. 

He’s excellent on the wall in puck protection and also has some outside-
in skill so that he can attack off of holds into the middle third. He’s got 
impressive shooting mechanics given how long his stick is, and regularly 
pulls pucks into his feet to change his angle face-up against goalies. I 
love the way he shields pucks and waits for his opportunities to attack. 
While he’s got some work to do to get a little quicker from the jump in the 
game’s 10-foot races, he does have some power and balance through 
his stride to build upon and skates pretty well for his size and age. It’s 
hard to be a true top-of-the-lineup forward at his size, though, and I think 
he projects more as a complementary scorer who gives a lineup a bit of a 
different look. There’s a lot to work with though. 

32. Otto Stenberg — C/LW, Frolunda HC, 5-foot-11 

Stenberg was, coming into this season, viewed by many as the second-
best Swedish prospect in this class to Carlsson after he played to nearly 
a point per game at the J20 level last year, looked like he belonged as an 
underager on the national team at U18 worlds, and impressed as 
Sweden’s leading scorer captain at the Hlinka Gretzky Cup (he also 
scored two Michigan goals last season and has continued to wear the ‘C’ 
for Sweden this season at events like the fall’s Five Nations in Plymouth, 
and the World Jr. A Challenge). Scouts are having a tough time slotting 
him due primarily to so-so production this season (though staff with 
Frolunda insist he has been better than his numbers at the J20 level and 
that has been reflected in several stints with the SHL. 

He’s a crafty handler who hangs onto pucks to spin away from pressure, 
attacks in and out of crowds, makes plays into space for himself, and can 
comfortably make plays through layers to others. He’s also got an 
accurate shot from midrange, and regularly picks corners. When he plays 
with pace and intention, he’s both effective and flashes his skill in all 
three zones. There have been times this season, though, where he has 
looked like he’s trying a little too hard to impress and make things 
happen instead of allowing the game to come to him. But even when 
things aren’t going his way and the points aren’t falling, I’ve always liked 
his involvement level, so it’s hard to get too down on him. He’s a smooth 
skater. He’s got smooth hands. he’s patient under pressure and can find 
his way out of trouble weaving and swerving through holes or away from 
sticks. He’s quick side-to-side on little jumps and drags. And he likes to 
try to take D one-on-one, which can result in some high-end plays but 
also some turnovers. 

He’s a first-round talent. I think it’s only a matter of time until he starts to 
produce more consistently. He passes the eye test. 

The ranking 

As always, I’ve broken down the full ranking into tiers to give you a better 
sense for the fluidity within groupings and the drop-offs between them. 
The midseason ranking divides into six tiers. They are: 1, 2-4, 5-6, 7-22, 
23-33, 34-64+. You can also find an additional 32 honourable mentions 
below. 
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Everyone loves a good deadline trade, with the possible exceptions of 
players, their families, most teammates, and the GMs who get mocked 
and then fired for messing them up. But sure, everyone else, which is to 
say sportswriters like me who need content. 

That’s especially true when the trade is a genuine blockbuster featuring a 
big name. Those are the sort of trades that get remembered forever, with 
fans still reciting details decades later. But most deadline deals aren’t like 
that, and sometimes they can even fade from our collective memory. 
That doesn’t mean the trade didn’t matter, but it does give us an excuse 
to go back and pick an underrated trade from every team’s deadline 
history. 

The premise might be a little tricky here since one fan’s underrated move 
is another’s obvious blockbuster. We’ll try to thread the needle as best 
we can, looking for deals that ended up being important but that might 
not be all that well-remembered outside a given market. We’ll even dig 
up some old links to send you even further down the rabbit hole. It’s 
deadline week, it’s not like you were going to get any work done. 

Sound good? Cool, let’s remember some trades. 

Anaheim Ducks 

The Ducks are a fun place to start. They’ve made some memorable 
deals over the years, including the ones that landed Teemu Selanne in 
1996 and sent him to San Jose in 2001, plus a busy deadline last year. 
But the trade that best fits our premise came in 2003 when the Ducks 
sent a young Mike Commodore and prospect Jean-Francois 
Damphousse to Calgary for veteran center Rob Niedermayer. That deal 
was a winner in more ways than one — Niedermayer helped the Ducks 
make a surprise run to the Cup final that year (along with fellow deadline 
pickup Steve Thomas), then stuck around long enough to be a key 
reason that his brother Scott signed as a free agent in 2005. 

Arizona Coyotes 

For Arizona’s deadline deal, let’s go with the Antoine Vermette trade. No, 
the other one, and that’s part of the beauty of it. The 2012 trade that saw 
the Coyotes get Vermette from Columbus for picks paid off nicely during 
that year’s playoff run. Vermette stuck around for three years, was dealt 
to the Hawks at the 2015 deadline in a more memorable deal that landed 
the Coyotes a first-round pick, and then even came back that summer as 
a UFA. 

Boston Bruins 

The Bruins have a long history of taking advantage of dumb teams on the 
trade market, but finding a deal that qualifies as underrated is a bit 
trickier. I don’t think Adam Oates in 1992 would qualify. Taylor Hall can’t, 
and neither can Hampus Lindholm. You know what, let’s go with the 
2006 deadline move that sent Sergei Samsonov to Edmonton for two 
players and a second-round pick that turned into Milan Lucic at that 
summer’s draft. (Bonus fun fact: The pick that would become Brad 
Marchand was traded that same day, but it went from the Coyotes to the 
Islanders; the Bruins later acquired it on the draft floor.) 

Buffalo Sabres 

I don’t think we can count the 2003 Danny Briere deal, so let’s go way 
back for our Sabres pick. At the 1981 deadline, they sent all-star Rick 
Martin to the Kings for a first-round pick two years down the road. This 
one ended up being contentious, since Martin was hurt and was at risk of 
missing the playoffs, leading to the rare sight of the trade’s terms being 
renegotiated after the fact. The 1983 first stayed in the deal, though, and 
ended up being fifth overall, and the Sabres used it on Tom Barrasso, 
who immediately won the Vezina as a teenager. The deadline pick that 
turns into a star goalie trick works well for them; they pulled it off again in 
1999 when they flipped Mike Wilson for the pick that became Ryan Miller. 

Calgary Flames 

Their deadline history includes trading away a young Brett Hull, plus an 
old Jarome Iginla to two teams on the same night. But I’m going to go 
with a classic hockey trade that features six great 90s names: Gary 
Suter, Paul Ranheim and Ted Drury to Hartford for Zarley Zalapski, 
Michael Nylander and James Patrick. Why yes, that would be Chris’s 
brother, William’s dad and Ryan’s uncle all in the same trade, because 
there are like nine families left making all the NHL players. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

The Hurricanes had a busy deadline leading to their 2006 Cup win, 
landing Mark Recchi and Doug Weight as rentals. But as far as 
underrated deals go, let’s pick the 2008 deadline-day move that flipped 
Andrew Ladd to Chicago for Tuomo Ruutu. It was a classic one-for-one, 
featuring two forwards of a similar age, and as best I can tell both fan 
bases have always been completely fine with how it worked out. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

I’ll be honest until I dug into this Lazerus piece from a few years ago, I’d 
completely forgotten that the Hawks landed future Hall-of-Famer Michel 
Goulet from the Nordiques in a 1990 deadline deal. The deal also 
included Greg Millen, with the young trio of Everett Sanipass, Dan 
Vincelette and Mario Doyon heading the other way. As good as Goulet 
was, Millen was reportedly the focus of the deal because the one thing 
you need when you have Eddie Belfour and Dominik Hasek is 
goaltending depth. 

Colorado Avalanche 

The Avs loaded up at last year’s deadline because apparently, they 
missed the whole “only one team wins a Cup so don’t try” memo. They’ve 
also made at least one trade on deadline day itself in every season since 
2009, which is fun, and of course, there’s the definitely not underrated 
Ray Bourque and Rob Blake deals from two decades ago. For our list, 
let’s go with the 2008 move that brought Adam Foote back into the fold 
since I’m a sucker for a reunion, even ones that cost first-rounders. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

The Blue Jackets have been surprisingly big deadline movers and 
shakers over the years, including names like Jeff Carter, Matt Duchene, 
and Marian Gaborik twice, not to mention Jarmo Kekäläinen’s unrivalled 
skill when it comes to tricking teams into paying full price for various 
misfits. One underrated gem: the 2012 deal that sent veteran defensive 
forward Sammy Pahlsson to Vancouver for a pair of fourth-rounders. It 
doesn’t sound like much, but the Jackets used one of those picks on 
Josh Anderson and another in that summer’s Sergei Bobrovsky trade. 

Dallas Stars 

The Stars have made some big deadline moves, including Brad Richards 
and Mats Zuccarello. But indulge me here with a smaller deal that’s a 
personal favorite: The 2014 swap that brought them nine whole games of 
two-time Vezina winner Tim Thomas and his bright red pads. Did 
Thomas lead them to a championship? No. But did he give it everything 
he had? Also no. He did make one save in the playoffs, though, so they 
had that going for them. 

Detroit Red Wings 

I’m going to cheat a bit here and just give this one collectively to the 
Wings’ 1999 shopping spree, in which they traded for Chris Chelios, 
Wendel Clark, Ulf Samuelsson and Bill Ranford in four separate deals, all 
coming on deadline day. Did it work? It did not, but it was a lot of fun in 
the moment, and everyone thought the Wings had clinched a Cup. 
“They’re printing ‘Three-peat’ posters in Hockey Town”, wrote some 
junior hack for the Canadian Press. 

Edmonton Oilers 

Dwayne Roloson is tempting here, but I’ve pumped up that deal so much 
that I can’t really claim it’s underrated now. So let’s go with a fun mid-90s 
swap, one that saw the Oilers send Dave Manson to the Jets for a 
package that included Boris Mironov and a first. The good news: The first 
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ended up being fourth overall. The bad news: The Oilers used it on 
Jason Bonsignore. Perhaps relatedly, this 27-year-old trade remains the 
last time that Edmonton and Winnipeg made a deal. 

Florida Panthers 

You know we’ll be reaching back to the 1996 run here, and let’s go with a 
very 90s name: Ray Sheppard, who came over from San Jose for a 
second-round pick and then did the only thing he knew how to do, which 
is to say score more goals than you remember. As a bonus, he stuck 
around for two years and then was dealt to Carolina for Kirk McLean, a 
goalie who absolutely nobody remembers playing for either the 
Hurricanes or the Panthers. 

Los Angeles Kings 

The Kings helped launch the modern deadline by sending Butch Goring 
to the Islanders in 1980, and are probably sick of hearing about that one. 
So instead, let’s keep it simple with what’s probably an obvious pick: The 
incredibly weird Wayne Gretzky trade of 1996, which featured the 
greatest player in the history of the sport and yet still someone qualifies 
as underrated because the main piece coming back was Roman Vopat. 

Minnesota Wild 

Admittedly, the Kevin Fiala-for-Mikael Granlund swap may not feel as 
underrated as some other deals on our list. But it was a simple one-for-
one featuring two young forwards, and not everyone thought much of it 
from the Wild’s perspective. (This ESPN piece dismisses Fiala as 
“sputtering”.) In hindsight, it was a smart move that saw Minnesota get 
the better player, a rare highlight of the exceedingly brief Paul Fenton 
era. 

Montreal Canadiens 

It’s probably the Leafs fan in me, but I’ve always remembered Vincent 
Damphousse as a very late-80s/early-90s guy. So it might be mildly 
surprising that not only was he still around in 1999, but he was worth a 
first, a second a fifth in a deadline-day deal with the Sharks. Even better, 
he’d go on to play five productive seasons in San Jose after that, 
finishing his career with over 1,200 points. Vincent Damphousse ruled. 
This trade, not so much. 

Nashville Predators 

I included the 2012 Paul Gaustad trade in my recent list of so-so players 
turning into trade deadline darlings, and giving up a first for a bottom-six 
faceoff guy remains deeply weird. But in fairness, the Predators also got 
a fourth-rounder in the deal, and Nashville used that one on some kid 
named Juuse Saros. Task failed successfully! 

New Jersey Devils 

Old guys like me love to bemoan the loss of the classic hockey trade, so 
let’s do that here. The 2002 deadline deal between the Devils and Stars 
came less than two years after they’d met in the final, and featured four 
respected veterans. New Jersey got Jamie Langenbrunner and Joe 
Nieuwendyk from Dallas in exchange for Jason Arnott, Randy McKay 
and a first, and the deal helped an aging team win one more Cup in 
2003. By the way, this 20-year-old trade tree links up nicely with this 
week’s Timo Meier trade. 

New York Islanders 

This is the team that gave us the original trade deadline archetype that 
every other team has been chasing ever since. Then again, they also 
made Ryan Smyth cry. We’ll go somewhere in the middle, with a classic 
1990s blockbuster that sent Pierre Turgeon and Vladimir Malakhov to 
Montreal for Kirk Muller, Mathieu Schneider and Craig Darby. It was a 
classic case of a hockey deal, one that saw a team ship out skill in 
exchange for heart and leadership. It also failed miserably, as Islander 
fans will remind you to this day, but these can’t all be winners. 

New York Rangers 

The Rangers might deserve a lifetime achievement award from the 
deadline foundation just for their work in 1994, let alone their more recent 
tendency to show up on either end of deals for big names like Martin St. 
Louis, Rick Nash and Patrick Kane. But I’m going to go with a trade with 
the Kings from 1996, just for this beautiful collection of mid-90s names: 
Jari Kurri, Ray Ferraro, Marty McSorley, Shane Churla, Nathan 
LaFayette, Mattias Norström and Ian Laperriere. No, I have no idea 
which players went where, and I’m not entirely sure the two teams ever 
figured it out either, but that’s an absolute beauty of a deal. 

Ottawa Senators 

Hm, who to choose from the rich history of Senators deadline additions? 
Oleg Saprykin? Pascal Leclaire? Tyler Arnason? It’s a tough call, but let’s 
go with one that worked out a bit better for Ottawa. In 2011 they hooked 
up with the Blues in a one-for-for swap of struggling goalies who were 
headed to free agency. The Sens gave up Brian Elliott and got Craig 
Anderson, who’d serve as their starter for roughly the next decade. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

These days, we’re seeing teams give up a mittful of picks for depth 
players on cheap deals. Back in my day (hikes up pants) teams used to 
give up all their picks for future Hall-of-Famers! Who were old! And 
nowhere near as good as they used to be! That was the Flyers’ big 
deadline plan back in 2002 when they dealt a first, a second and a third 
to the Capitals for a 39-year-old Adam Oates. It actually wasn’t a crazy 
gamble, given that Oates was on the way to leading the league in assists 
for a second straight season, but it didn’t pay off; he’d put up just two 
points in a first-round playoff exit, then leave in free agency. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

We’ll stay away from Ron Francis here because all of my Hartford 
readers have suffered enough. We also can’t call Marian Hossa or (gulp) 
Markus Naslund an underrated deal at this point. So let’s go with an 
obvious pick: The 2009 deal that sent Ryan Whitney to Anaheim for Chris 
Kunitz and Eric Tangradi. The move didn’t get much attention at the time, 
but Kunitz ended up being the perfect linemate for Sidney Crosby, and a 
key piece of three Cups. 

San Jose Sharks 

The Sharks have been making deadline news this week as sellers, after 
being buyers for most of the last few decades. But let’s go way back on 
this one, to the team’s very first deadline as an expansion team in 1992. 
They traded Bob McGill to Detroit for Johan Garpenlov, who was their 
second-leading scorer within a year. To this day, I can’t hear his name 
without feeling momentarily terrified. Bonus points for this trade including 
an eighth-round pick as a throw-in. 

Seattle Kraken 

Hey, remember that time they traded Jérémy Lauzon for a second-round 
pick? Probably, because it was only a year ago, but I said I would do all 
32 teams and I’m a man of my word. 

St. Louis Blues 

The Blues give us plenty to work with, but my well-documented love affair 
with the Ron Caron era narrows it down for us. (Untucks shirts and 
waves arms around furiously.) Let’s go back to a pair of “trades”, kind of, 
that were forced by the NHL’s rules around restricted free agents. 

Back then, signing another team’s player resulted in a forced trade, with 
each team making its best offer and an arbitrator picking the one he 
thought was most fair. That’s how we got debacles like Scott Stevens 
going to New Jersey. But what if the signing came during the season? 
The same rules applied, which led to a real mess when the Blues signed 
Petr Nedved away from the Canucks in March of 1994. The Canucks 
asked for Brendan Shanahan as compensation, while the Blues offered 
Craig Janney and a pick. The Blues offer won, and Janney was on his 
way to Vancouver. Except he wasn’t, because he refused to report. So 
the two teams went back to the drawing board on a do-over, agreeing to 
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awkwardly send Janney right back to the Blues for Jeff Brown, Bret 
Hedican and Nathan LaFayette. 

What I’m trying to say is the old compensation system ruled and we need 
to bring it back. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

For the Lightning, let’s reach back to 1998 for an entry that on the 
surface seems impossible: A trade for the first overall pick that ends up 
being mostly forgotten and, yes, underrated. We can thank Bryan 
Marchment, who went from Tampa to San Jose along with David Shaw in 
a deal that brought back Andrei Nazarov. So far, not very interesting. But 
the key would turn out to be a piece that didn’t get much attention at the 
time: an option to swap picks, at Tampa’s discretion, at the top of the first 
round. The Sharks owned Florida’s pick and agreed to flip with the 
Lightning. The Panthers won the lottery, which handed the first overall 
pick to Tampa, and they used it to draft the next Michael Jordan. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

The Leafs have made plenty of deadline blockbusters, so let’s get a few 
things on the record: Brian Leetch rocked, Owen Nolan was a chance 
worth taking, we don’t talk about Nick Foligno, and the Wendel Clark 
reunion was worth it just for this. I will not be taking questions at this time. 

As for underrated deadline deals, for pure entertainment value, I’m not 
sure you can find one better than the 1995 trade that sent Mike 
Eastwood and a third to Winnipeg for the return of Tie Domi. Eastwood 
was a solid player and the third turned into Brad Isbister, but in 
exchange, the Leafs got over a decade of scraps, hits, suspensions, 
trash talk, and penalty box fights. I’d say that’s a win. 

Vancouver Canucks 

The Canucks have a lot of interesting deadline-related history, including 
the 2014 Roberto Luongo trade and the Markus Naslund heist. But after 
we covered the Janney saga a few spots ago, I’m going to go with an 
earlier Blues deal: Garth Butcher and Dan Quinn for Geoff Courtnall, Cliff 
Ronning, Sergio Momesso and Robert Dirk, a package that a.) might be 
the four most Canucky Canucks ever and b.) paid off a few years later in 
the memorable run to the Stanley Cup final. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

The Knights are a tough team for this list because they’ve only got a few 
deadlines to work with and they’re usually aggressive enough that we 
remember the deals. I guess we go with the 2020 Robin Lehner deal, 
which came out of left field a bit because they already had Marc-Andre 
Fleury and we all knew they’d made a promise to never trade him away. 
Bonus points for it actually being a three-way trade with the Maple Leafs, 
which absolutely nobody remembers. 

Washington Capitals 

I’m going with a personal favorite here, and we have to reach back to 
1989 for it: the deadline deal that saw the Caps send Mike Gartner and 
Larry Murphy to Minnesota for Dino Ciccarelli and Bob Rouse. That’s it 
— no picks, no prospects, just four veterans players in a two-for-two deal 
that includes three future Hall-of-Famers. By the way, the Caps GM here 
was a young David Poile, who I’m guessing didn’t last long in the league 
with that kind of wheeling-and-dealing attitude. 

Winnipeg Jets 

We’ll close by invoking our longstanding and universally accepted “the 
Jets and the Jets” policy to reach back to the 1.0 era. All the way back to 
1984, in fact, so we can remember the Jets getting Randy Carlyle from 
the Penguins for a first-round pick and a player to be named later. (Yes, 
that was a thing back then — this one turned out to be Moe Mantha.) 
Carlyle was just a few years removed from winning a Norris, which to this 
day remains the only one ever won by a guy who didn’t make the Hall of 
Fame. He was still pretty good, but the Penguins were openly tanking for 
some big center from the QMJHL, so the Jets pounced. 

Wait, a Norris-winning defenseman getting traded by a tanking team for 
futures at the trade deadline? Interesting… 
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Michigan ‘Hockey Doc’ Zvi Levran pleads not guilty to 4 new criminal 
sexual conduct charges 

 

The Athletic Staff, Katie Strang 

6-7 minutes 28/02/2023 

 

Dr. Zvi Levran, the Michigan “Hockey Doc” who worked with a number of 
high school hockey teams around the state, plead not guilty to four new 
criminal sexual conduct charges Tuesday. Here’s what you need to 
know: 

Levran is now facing 31 charges of criminal sexual conduct spanning 13 
separate cases. He was facing 27 charges across 12 cases as of 
January 12. 

Preliminary exams for two of 11 cases he’s facing out of the 47th district 
court in Farmington Hills have been set for April 11. Preliminary exams 
for the two cases out of the 48th district court in Bloomfield Hills are set 
for April 28. 

He is being held in Oakland County (Mich.) Jail on bonds exceeding $2 
million. 

He was a friend, confidant and beloved doctor. Now he is accused of 
sexually abusing athletes for years  

Backstory 

Levran was initially charged in October after a 19-year-old male hockey 
player told police that he was sexually assaulted during a medical exam 
in the basement office of the doctor’s Farmington Hills home. Levran 
pleaded not guilty at his arraignment on Oct. 22. 

He was arrested again and charged on Nov. 11 with 10 additional counts 
of criminal sexual conduct, stemming from four new criminal complaints 
against him. All four of those complaints included allegations that Levran 
sexually abused patients, who he was connected to through his work in 
youth hockey organizations, during medical exams in his home office. He 
pleaded not guilty to the charges at his arraignment. 

The first five criminal complaints against Levran covered allegations of 
criminal sexual conduct involving Levran and a John Doe, an unidentified 
male. West Bloomfield Police confirmed that the sixth criminal complaint 
involved Levran and Jane Doe, an unidentified female. 

In December, the Oakland County Prosecutor’s Office issued new 
charges against Levran, including one count of fourth-degree criminal 
sexual conduct stemming from an alleged incident involving a 30-year-
old male in Levran’s Farmington Hills home in December 2020 and one 
count of second-degree criminal sexual conduct stemming from an 
allegation involving a 14-year-old male in the city of Farmington in 
January 2018. 

In court prior to those December charges, prosecutor Tricia Dare said 
there were a number of outstanding investigations, including in counties 
outside of Oakland and outside of the state of Michigan. The Farmington 
Hills Police Department has served as the primary point of contact for the 
tip line that was created following Levran’s initial arrest in October (police 
previously said they fielded tips from Farmington Hills, Novi, Livonia, 
West Bloomfield, Redford as well as from California, Georgia, North 
Carolina, Minnesota, Arizona and Canada). 
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Michigan State Police is an active investigative partner on the case and 
will be handling cases outside of Farmington Hills and Oakland County’s 
jurisdiction. 

Levran was referred to as the “Hockey Doc” or “Doc” and worked as a 
volunteer with high school hockey programs including those in 
Farmington, Novi and Livonia, off and on for nearly two decades. He has 
also helped with the Michigan Developmental Hockey League. 

He has traveled with Team Michigan, a select group of elite players 
assembled by the MDHL, for a USA hockey-affiliated event in Minnesota 
and served as an on-site physician. In his work with area hockey teams, 
Levran performed physical examinations, treated injuries, offered soft 
tissue massages to players and led them through power yoga exercises. 

Levran lived in Minnesota from 2011 to 2018 and also worked as a 
volunteer team hockey doctor treating players and serving as a yoga 
instructor for the Fergus Falls (Minn.) High School team. The Athletic 
learned that Levran stopped working with athletes there in December 
2017 after a 16-year-old male hockey player said he was sexually 
assaulted by Levran during an examination. The player who made that 
allegation told The Athletic that he went to see Levran for a shoulder 
injury and that, after examining the player’s shoulder, Levran reached 
down his pants. 

The 19-year-old who said he was sexually assaulted by Levran on Oct. 
18 in Levran’s Farmington Hills basement office also went to see Levran 
for an injury, according to a police report obtained by The Athletic. 

Based on interviews with players and other individuals around the Fergus 
Falls hockey program, it does not appear that a wide investigation into 
Levran’s interactions with players in Fergus Falls was conducted. Former 
players told The Athletic that had such an investigation occurred, it may 
have revealed other examples of alleged misconduct, including another 
instance when a second male player says he went to see Levran for a 
shoulder injury and had his genitals touched. 

Judge James Brady, who is presiding over the cases in the 47th district 
court in Farmington Hills, Mich., again disclosed that he has known 
Levran for 18 years through Farmington Hills hockey circles. Brady, who 
has disclosed this connection previously, is a former president of 
Farmington Hills High School Hockey’s booster club whose son played in 
the same high school program where Levran used to volunteer. 

“The defendant’s even taken stitches out my face … at his house.” 

Brady told Levran’s new defense attorney, Jonathan Jones, that the 
“puck was in his zone” if he wanted to raise any concerns with regards to 
recusal. Jones said he had no objections to Brady’s involvement. 
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NHL to ‘closely scrutinize’ trades to keep players on LTIR until playoffs: 
Sources 

 

Michael Russo 

3-4 minutes 28/02/2023 

 

In a memo sent to all 32 teams Tuesday, the NHL said it has been 
brought to its attention that “one or more clubs” may be contemplating 
acquiring injured players “with the intention of subsequently requesting 
long-term injury exception” for the player due to an injury that existed 
prior to the trade. The league made it clear it intends to “closely scrutinize 
any such transactions” for cap circumvention. 

The memo was first reported on by TSN’s Chris Johnston and confirmed 
to The Athletic by multiple league sources. 

The NHL released a memo to teams this morning saying that it will 
"closely scrutinize" trades where injured players are acquired with the 
intent of keeping them on LTIR until the playoffs. 

A copy of the memo was acquired by The Athletic: 

It has been brought to our attention that one or more Clubs may be 
contemplating entering into trades where a Club would acquire an injured 
Player with the intention of subsequently requesting a Long-Term Injury 
exception for such acquired Player due to an injury that existed prior to 
such trade. 

Please be advised that the League intends to closely scrutinize any such 
transactions, particularly where: (1) the acquiring Club does not intend to 
(and/or does not) retain sufficient Payroll Room to activate and place any 
such acquired injured Player(s) on its Active Roster prior to the 
conclusion of the Regular Season, and (2) the acquiring Club intends to 
seek (and/or subsequently seeks) to activate any such Player(s) during 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs. To the extent such scrutiny, and the results of 
any investigation (if deemed necessary), determines in the opinion of the 
League Office that such a transaction constitutes a circumvention of the 
CBA, the League would intend to pursue appropriate penalties and/or 
remedies as are set forth in CBA Article 26. 

Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions regarding this 
memorandum. 

What does this mean for the trade market? 

This has been a big topic in recent days for such injured players like 
Adam Henrique, Gustav Nyquist and Sean Monahan. The latter two are 
rentals, while Henrique has one year left on his contract. If Henrique 
were to be acquired, it would not be shocking if the league retroactively 
makes clear to the acquiring team that they can’t trade him in the 
offseason. This closes a loophole not contemplated in the previous 
collective bargaining agreement that in 2021 allowed the Toronto Maple 
Leafs to acquire Riley Nash from Columbus for a sixth-round pick and 
stash him until the playoffs when the salary cap disappears. The Leafs 
acquired Nash and placed him on LTIR until activating him in the 
playoffs. 
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The best NHL players ever traded at the deadline and the deals you 
might have forgotten 

 

Joshua Kloke 

12-15 minutes 28/02/2023 

 

When veteran players move to new digs at the NHL’s trade deadline, 
fans often have to rub their eyes to make sure they’re seeing things right. 

“He plays for them now?” becomes the common refrain. 

This year, that shock could take the form of future Hall of Famer Patrick 
Kane, probably the best player in Blackhawks franchise history, moving 
to a new team after 16 seasons in Chicago. 

Now, when we look back on Kane’s career years, could his short stint 
wherever he lands end up making the difference and leading to a Stanley 
Cup? It’s too soon to tell. But will that be what Kane is remembered for? 

That feels far less likely. 
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If Kane does get dealt, he won’t be the only Hall of Famer moved at the 
deadline. And he won’t be the only all-time great whose stint at a team is 
easily forgotten. 

Ahead of Friday’s trade deadline, this week’s version of The List isn’t 
looking at the players who made the biggest impact on their new teams. 
In fact, sometimes when Hall of Famers are swapped at the deadline, 
they fail to make much of an impact whatsoever. 

This intends to be a walk down memory lane that will remind fans of 
deadline deals featuring the best players of all time which you might have 
forgotten actually happened. 

10. Ron Francis  

Ron Francis was traded twice in his illustrious 1,731-game NHL career, 
both times within 24 hours of the trade deadline. 

Only once did things pan out as hoped. 

The Penguins landed the cerebral center along with Ulf Samuelsson and 
Grant Jennings to shore up their talent up the middle at the 1991 
deadline. John Cullen, Zarley Zalapski and Jeff Parker went to the 
Hartford Whalers. Remember hockey deals!? 

Within a few months of one of the most impactful deadline deals of all 
time, Francis had won the franchise’s first Stanley Cup and added 
another the following season as part of one of the most dynamic forward 
groups of the decade. 

Thirteen years later, almost to the day, Francis was shipped from the 
Hurricanes to the Maple Leafs for a fourth-round pick. He finished his 
career as a Leaf with four assists in 12 playoff games as part of the last 
Leafs team to win a playoff round, something almost no one beyond 
Leafs fans will remember. 

9. Pavel Bure 

You could make a very winnable case that Pavel Bure was the most 
unfathomably-skilled and uncatchable goal scorer of the ’90s. Like, the 
guy scored 58 goals or more four times in eight full NHL seasons 
between 1992 and 2001. The highlights of him leaving opposition 
defenders in his wake for the Canucks and Panthers sometimes defy 
logic. 

You could also make a case that Bure was part of a classic trade 
deadline move that didn’t pan out: Just two days before the 2002 
deadline and one season removed from scoring 59 goals, the Panthers 
shipped Bure along with a second-round pick to the Rangers for a 
massive haul: Filip Novak, Igor Ulanov and three draft picks including a 
first-round pick. 

Bure made good on his end of the deal to start, scoring 12 goals in 12 
regular-season games for the Rangers before they missed the playoffs. 
Bure’s production dropped the following season as a series of knee 
injuries ultimately led to his demise as an NHL player. He was left 
unprotected by the Rangers in the 2003 NHL Waiver Draft and, having 
failed a training camp physical, then went unclaimed. 

8. Peter Forsberg 

Forsberg was one of the best playmakers of his era. He used his high-
end vision to help propel the Avalanche to two Stanley Cups and is ninth 
all-time in NHL points-per-game (1.25). 

Injuries riddled his career, but he’s still as synonymous a player with the 
Avalanche franchise as there is. 

Which is why you probably might furrow your burrow when recalling that 
Forsberg also spent 22 games over the regular season and the playoffs 
with the Predators. 

Acquired by the Predators 12 days before the 2007 deadline for Scottie 
Upshall, Ryan Parent and a first- and third-round draft pick, Forsberg 
couldn’t push the Predators out of the first round. 

With two assists in the final game of the 2006-07 regular season against 
the Avalanche, however, he did help deliver a 4-2 win that kept his 
former team just one point out of the playoffs. 

7. Teemu Selanne  

When I think about Teemu Selanne, admittedly one of my favorite 
players I’ve ever watched, I think about the bookends of his career: His 
insane, 76-goal rookie season with the Jets, and a teary-eyed Selanne in 
the moments after he won his first and only Stanley Cup in 2007 as a 36-
year-old with the Ducks. Probably the two teams that come to mind for 
most when thinking about the lightning-fast Selanne, right? 

But one of the best players of his generation spent parts of three seasons 
with the Sharks. Eight days before the deadline in 2001, the Mighty 
Ducks shipped Selanne up the I-5 for Jeff Friesen, Steve Shields and a 
second-round pick. 

The Sharks never made it out of the second round with Selanne before 
he returned to Anaheim and played in Southern California until he was 
43, finishing second in franchise points all-time. 

6. Chris Chelios 

Chelios’ trade deadline deal produced a rare occurrence on this list: He 
became a player (mostly) synonymous with the team he ended up getting 
shipped to. 

Chelios already had two Norris Trophies under his belt after nine 
seasons with the Blackhawks. That’s on top of the seven seasons he 
spent racking up points, penalty minutes and a Stanley Cup for the 
Canadiens before that. 

Chelios was 37 at the 1999 NHL trade deadline, and then-Detroit Red 
Wings GM Ken Holland recalled sending a pro scout to Chicago to see 
how much gas Chelios had left in the tank. 

“When we signed him, I thought maybe three years and you’re thinking, 
‘Can you get him to the finish line?’” Holland said in The Athletic’s NHL 
99 series. On the final day of the NHL’s trade deadline, Holland sent 
Anders Eriksson and two first-round picks to the Blackhawks for Chelios. 

Chelios kept kicking that finish line further and further away through parts 
of 10 seasons with the Red Wings, where he won two Stanley Cups, set 
NHL records for most games played by a defenseman and most playoff 
games played, all time. In the process, he became arguably one of the 
best deadline acquisitions in league history. 

5. Brett Hull 

Could anyone have predicted that when the Flames traded Hull, then in 
just his second NHL season, to the Blues the day before the 1988 trade 
deadline with Steve Bozek for established NHL defenseman Rob 
Ramage and goalie Rick Wamsley that he would become one of the best 
goal scorers of all time and a Blues legend? 

He’d scored 50 goals in 67 games in the AHL the year before but had 
developed a reputation as someone who, politely, marched to the beat of 
his own drummer. 

“I always had a problem with authority, whether it was teachers or 
coaches,” Hull said in the NHL 99 series. “That’s just who I am. It’s 
probably unfortunate, but I was kind of a rebel that way. But I wouldn’t 
change a thing.” 

The deadline deal was the only time Hull was ever traded and he likely 
ended up making the six of seven people in Flames management who 
voted to make the trade regret it in the long run. 

Hull’s 527 goals are the most in Blues history and his 86 goals in 1990-
91 still stand as the third-most ever scored in a regular season. 

4. Marcel Dionne 

When you think of Marcel Dionne, the NHL’s sixth-leading scorer all-time, 
you probably imagine him as the first great Los Angeles King, right? He 
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did spend parts of 12 seasons there, after all, making a name for himself 
as one of the most prolific point producers of his era. 

What you might forget is how Dionne wound down his career: as a 
Ranger, trying to chase an elusive Stanley Cup. On deadline day, 1987, 
Dionne, frustrated by the Kings’ losing ways and after falling out with 
head coach Pat Quinn, saw a trade request come to fruition. He was 
moved, along with a third-round draft pick and Jeff Crossman for Bob 
Carpenter and Tom Laidlaw. 

The trade sent shockwaves through the Kings team. 

“He was like a God for us,” said then-rookie Steve Duchesne of Dionne. 

Dionne never got out of the first round of the playoffs in his three seasons 
with the Rangers. He still holds the record for most points in Kings history 
to this day. Dionne remains one of the best players in league history 
never to win a Stanley Cup. 

3. Sergei Fedorov 

Sergei Fedorov: A remarkably skilled trailblazer as the first Soviet player 
to defect into the NHL and arguably the best Russian player of all time. 
Three-time Stanley Cup champion and one of the best skaters players in 
the world through the ’90s with the Detroit Red Wings. 

Sergei Fedorov … Washington Capital? 

With his NHL career coming to a close, two days before the 2008 
deadline, the Capitals acquired him for Blue Jackets prospect Theo Ruth, 
a player who isn’t even the first image that pops up when you Google his 
name. 

Fedorov might have made the playoffs in both his seasons in 
Washington, but he was approaching 40, and was hardly the former 
consistent 30-goal scorer he used to be. Still, he showed one last gasp in 
his final season: With just over five minutes remaining in a tied Game 7 
of the first round of the 2009 playoffs against the Rangers, Fedorov 
skated as effortlessly and effectively as he ever had, striding from his 
own zone with the puck before stopping up and making veteran blueliner 
Wade Redden look silly. With an elite snap shot, he sealed the series win 
for the Capitals. 

“He’s our best guy,” then young forward and teammate Alex Ovechkin 
said. “He has more experience than anybody in this locker room. He 
knows how to play like that.” 

Fedorov moved to the KHL the following season and retired three years 
later. 

2. Jaromir Jagr 

The NHL’s second-leading scorer all time played for nine NHL teams 
throughout his storied career. (And here is your annual reminder that he 
likely would’ve become the second player to eclipse 2,000 points had he 
not spent 2008 to 2011 in the KHL.) 

Because he played for so many teams, you can choose to remember him 
in a variety of ways: As part of an incredibly-talented Penguins team that 
he won back-to-back Stanley Cups with? With the Rangers, where he 
bounced back after the NHL lockout in 2004-05 and scored 54 goals, two 
off the league lead? 

Or with the six NHL teams he bounced around with his final seven NHL 
seasons with, inspiring a traveling group of fans who would happily don 
the different jerseys he’s worn, as well as wigs to honor his trademark 
mullet, in the crowd at his games? 

Two of those six teams made a move for Jagr at the trade deadline: The 
day ahead of the 2013 trade deadline, the Bruins traded Lane 
MacDermid, Cody Payne and a first-round pick (that would become 
forward Jason Dickinson) to the Stars. Jagr played a consistent role for 
that Bruins team, at 41 no less, logging time in every single game of the 
Bruins run to the Stanley Cup Final. 

The Panthers then coveted Jagr at the 2015 trade deadline, trading two 
draft picks for his services. Though the results were far less impressive in 
the playoffs, with the Panthers playing in just one round through his three 
seasons in Florida, Jagr continued his climb up the league’s scoring 
ladder in the process. 

1. Ray Bourque 

Bourque tops this list for all the right reasons: He’s one of the three best 
defensemen of the modern NHL era and after spending 21 seasons with 
the Bruins without a Stanley Cup, he was shipped to the Avalanche a 
little over a week before the 2000 NHL trade deadline as part of a 
whopper of a deal that included Dave Andreychuk. The Avalanche sent 
Brian Rolston, Martin Grenier, Samuel Pahlsson and a first-round pick to 
Boston. 

After a run to the conference finals in his first season with the Avalanche, 
Bourque had waited longer than any other player in NHL history at that 
point to win a Stanley Cup. Bourque returned to Colorado for one more 
season and in an emotionally-charged playoffs that included a game-
winning goal in Game 3 in a seven-game Stanley Cup Final against the 
Devils, Bourque finally won hockey’s greatest prize and cemented 
himself in NHL lore. 

Avalanche captain Joe Sakic immediately handed Bourque the Stanley 
Cup instead of hoisting it himself. 

“It’s only going to get better,” Bourque said immediately afterward 
winning the Stanley Cup of the emotions he was feeling. “The stories are 
going to get better and better as we age.” 

Weeks later, Bourque retired. While Bourque spent the majority of his 
career in Boston, he is one of the rare players on this list remembered as 
part of the team he was traded to in a deadline deal. 
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The NHL trade deadline is Friday at 3 p.m. ET. It's already been an 
active trade season, with players such as Bo Horvat, Ryan O'Reilly, 
Vladimir Tarasenko, Dmitry Orlov and Timo Meier joining new teams. 

But many of the big names -- including Patrick Kane, Jakob Chychrun 
and Erik Karlsson -- have yet to move. And a number of teams have yet 
to join the trade bonanza. 

Get caught up on the players and picks in play, as well as the restrictions 
and potential moves for every NHL team ahead of the deadline, with this 
comprehensive guide. Who stays? Who goes? Find out below. 

Stats are collected from sites such as Natural Stat Trick, Hockey 
Reference and Evolving Hockey. Cap space figures are per CapFriendly 
as of Feb. 28. 

Note: Kristen Shilton provided the guide for the Atlantic and Metropolitan 
teams, while Ryan S. Clark handled the Central and Pacific clubs. 

Boston Bruins 

Deadline status: Stanley Cup window is open 

Cap space: $325,000 

Players, picks in play: F A.J. Greer, D Connor Clifton, F Fabian Lysell, D 
Mason Lohrei 
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What they should do: Boston has to capitalize on this incredible season. 

They've been atop the NHL standings nearly all season, an unexpected 
powerhouse with good depth up front and on the back end (not to 
mention a Vezina Trophy-worthy starting goaltender in Linus Ullmark and 
excellent backup in Jeremy Swayman). The Bruins are front-runners to 
win the Stanley Cup. General manager Don Sweeney's job is ensuring 
Boston acquires all the support it can to succeed come playoff time. 

The Bruins were linked to all the big names out there; a deal for 
Columbus' Vladislav Gavrikov was heavily in the works at one point. But 
Sweeney scooped up Dmitry Orlov and Garnet Hathaway from 
Washington instead, parting with three draft picks (including a 2023 first-
round choice) and veteran Craig Smith to bring on playoff 
reinforcements. 

It was a smart transaction, too. The gritty Hathaway addresses Boston's 
need for bottom-six forward depth, and Orlov will add Stanley Cup-
winning experience in a second- or third-pairing slot. All good things for 
Boston. 

Sweeney went hard acquiring Hampus Lindholm at last season's 
deadline and it continues to pay off beautifully. These latest moves 
maybe aren't so flashy, but they are what the Bruins need now to be at 
their best. Whomever else the Bruins chase should be ready to play a 
key role right now and keep Boston from being another sad chapter in 
(probable) President's Trophy winner history. 

Buffalo Sabres 

Deadline status: Strategic buyers 

Cap space: $72,473,758 

Players, picks in play: 2023 second-round picks (three), F Zemgus 
Girgensons, D Jacob Bryson, D Kale Clague, D Ilya Lyubushkin 

What they should do: Buffalo boasts an enviable amount of cap space -- 
and that's with most of the team's key players signed to long-term deals. 
The Sabres should wield that at the deadline. 

What Buffalo needs is top-nine forward help. GM Kevyn Adams has 
holes to fill there on the wing and at center. The Sabres' drivers up front 
are its young stars such as Tage Thompson and Dylan Cozens, both of 
whom are locked in for the future. Buffalo's target now should be 
veterans to complement its youth. 

The Sabres might not be ready to swing for the fences, but a player like 
Brock Boeser (two years left on his deal) could slide right in now. 
Columbus' Boone Jenner has a contract term, is good on faceoffs and 
would boost the penalty kill. Nick Bjugstad is a low-risk rental option who 
could be extended. 

On the back end, Buffalo should eye veteran NHL-caliber talent to 
balance its stable of 20-somethings. Much like with their current forward 
group, the Sabres have enough defensive finesse. It's the physical grit 
and punch that's more lacking, and what the Sabres should be looking for 
from a new addition to the depth chart. 

Detroit Red Wings 

Deadline status: Adjust plans accordingly 

Cap space: $25,603,030 

Players, picks in play: F Adam Erne, F Oskar Sundqvist, F Jakub Vrana, 
D Jake Walman, D Robert Hagg 

What they should do: The Red Wings qualified as sellers in January. 
Then came a five-game win streak through February that could -- and 
should -- alter Detroit's deadline plans. 

The Red Wings aren't actively rebuilding, nor do they project to add 
rental players. The right recipe involves assets helping the team now and 
into the short- or long-term future (to potentially make sticking around 

with Detroit all the more appealing to pending unrestricted free agents 
like Dylan Larkin). 

Would GM Steve Yzerman go full-tilt on bringing in Jakob Chychrun to 
boost the Red Wings' back end, or would he check on Brock Boeser for 
more options up front? Yzerman surprised some with how active he was 
in the offseason. Those moves ultimately didn't turn Detroit into an 
immediate, outright playoff contender. If Yzerman believes the 
postseason is still a possibility, then standing pat shouldn't be an option; 
there's ways to make Detroit better without mortgaging any part of the 
future. 

But if that run through early February can't create enough momentum, 
then riding with the Red Wings as is -- and eyeing another round of 
upgrades this summer after Larkin's next contract is decided -- would be 
the most prudent decision. 

Florida Panthers 

Deadline status: Play the long game 

Cap space: $137,625 

Players, picks in play: F Sam Bennett, F Anthony Duclair, F Sam 
Reinhart, D Radko Gudas 

What they should do: Florida is in a logjam of Eastern Conference teams 
fighting for two wild-card playoff spots. Fine-tuning at the deadline is in 
the Panthers' best interest, but after aggressively adding pieces recently, 
Florida doesn't hold a first-round pick again until 2026. 

If GM Bill Zito believes a playoff spot is attainable, the roster tweaks start 
on defense. The Panthers are No. 22 in goals against due to a 
combination of inconsistent goaltending and some blue-line deficiencies. 
Going after back-end help boosts Florida's chances of gaining ground in 
the playoff race, and given the recent injury to Gudas, depth is at an even 
higher premium. Low-cost choices could be a Nick Seeler type who steps 
onto a second or third pairing. 

Ultimately, Zito & Co. have to be realistic about how much more capital 
they want to part with in the short term. Even if Florida earned a 
postseason berth, could it beat Boston or Carolina in the first round? If 
selling assets rather than acquiring them gives the Panthers a better 
chance next season -- and beyond -- that path might be the one to 
pursue. 

Montreal Canadiens 

Deadline status: Building for the future 

Cap space: $4,138,334 

Players, picks in play: F Joel Armia, F Jonathan Drouin, F Brendan 
Gallagher, F Sean Monahan, D Joel Edmundson 

What they should do: Montreal remains in rebuild mode and should be 
sellers at the deadline. What matters is acquiring picks and prospects to 
build a contending team of the future. 

Impacting that plan, though, is the Canadiens' crush of injury problems to 
key players they'd like to move. Monahan and Edmundson are players 
that Montreal could look to collect an early-round pick (or comparable 
young player) for in return. But with the health of those veterans in 
question, that scenario becomes less likely. Meanwhile, skaters such as 
Gallagher and Armia carry hefty contracts that continue to be a tough sell 
for other clubs to take on. 

The Canadiens' best course of attack could be freeing up salary cap 
space with the best deals they can find for players who won't be in the 
mix long term (Monahan and Drouin are UFAs this summer). Something 
is still preferable to nothing. 

There's also the question of goaltender Cayden Primeau, who has 
garnered trade interest before and just signed a three-year extension in 
September. An up-and-coming goaltender is a valuable chip for GM Kent 
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Hughes to wield as a sweetener in a larger transaction that sets Montreal 
on a path toward success. 

Ottawa Senators 

Deadline status: Pick your path 

Cap space: $19,525,784 

Players, picks in play: F Derick Brassard, F Austin Watson, D Nick 
Holden, G Cam Talbot 

What they should do: Ottawa GM Pierre Dorion hasn't committed to 
being a buyer or seller at the deadline -- at least until the Senators are 
done playing through early March. Dorion says he believes his team is 
playing "meaningful games" despite slim postseason odds. We also 
know Dorion won't be trading Alex DeBrincat or Travis Hamonic. So, 
what will the Senators do? 

If Dorion decides to add, it should be defensive players and a goaltender. 
Ottawa's back end won't cut it as is even with Jake Sanderson's 
continued growth. But if adding a top-four defenseman would be the ideal 
move, the market might not yield many satisfying options. The Senators 
aren't the only ones needing blue-line help, and being on the playoff 
bubble makes offering a top asset in return less attractive. 

Then there's the netminding issue. Anton Forsberg is out for two to three 
months. Talbot is dealing with his share of ailments, too. Going after 
Joonas Korpisalo or James Reimer (both pending UFAs) could stabilize 
Ottawa's goaltending now and present a potential fit for an extension into 
the future. 

Ottawa's best option might be staying patient now with an eye toward the 
summer. Dorion made waves acquiring DeBrincat in July, and there's still 
a chance the Senators could extend him (and others). There's no harm in 
standing pat and riding the season out with a plan to do more in the 
offseason. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Deadline status: Full steam ahead 

Cap space: $769,967 

Players, picks in play: F Isaac Howard, D Philippe Myers 

What they should do: Tampa Bay finds a way. On the ice, and at the 
deadline. So what if the Lightning don't have a first-round pick for the 
next three years or any real grade-A prospects to play ball with? Or that 
their available cap space is miniscule? GM Julien BriseBois is as capable 
of improving his club as the team itself is of chasing down another Cup 
title. 

Case in point: Tampa grabbed Tanner Jeannot from Nashville on 
Sunday. The Predators' haul in return? Defenseman Cal Foote, third-, 
fourth- and fifth-round picks in 2023, a second-round pick in 2024 and a 
protected first-round pick in 2025. 

Why would the Lightning overpay and give up all that for a second-year 
skater like Jeannot? Because Tampa Bay believes it can win another 
Stanley Cup. And with multiple Eastern Conference teams loading up 
around them, the Lightning knew they had to address their depth scoring 
that's perennially been a great complement to an elite top-six group of 
forwards come playoff time. Past deals for Barclay Goodrow and Blake 
Coleman set the precedent. 

Tampa Bay doesn't have a great deal of draft capital -- or cap space -- to 
broker deals with now. However, if BriseBois wants to keep tinkering, he 
should target a more offensive-minded, puck-moving defender who could 
play throughout the second and third pairings and pitch in on special 
teams. But again, that's a player on most teams' wish lists, and the 
market bears only a few. Some transactions are easier identified than 
completed. 

There's no question the Lighting are all-in on another Cup run. Tampa 
Bay is one team not afraid to put money where its mouth is. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Deadline status: Win-now mode 

Cap space: $2,770,833 

Players, picks in play: F Dryden Hunt, F Pierre Engvall, F Pontus 
Holmberg 

What they should do: Toronto has already gone all-in. There's not much 
more they can -- or should -- do before Friday. 

It was obvious the Leafs were motivated buyers when they acquired 
Ryan O'Reilly and Noel Acciari from St. Louis for, among other assets, a 
2023 first-round pick. Then GM Kyle Dubas went out and grabbed Jake 
McCabe and Sam Lafferty from Chicago. The McCabe addition is exactly 
what Toronto needed to bolster its blue line (and getting the Blackhawks 
to retain half of McCabe's salary made it worth giving up another first-
round draft choice). 

Somehow, Dubas pulled off both those deals without giving up a top 
prospect or roster player. He maintains familiarity with those guys is 
critical for Toronto's long-term success. While the Leafs are adding more 
bodies to the mix, it also creates internal competition -- especially among 
the bottom-six forward group and second- and third-pairing defensemen -
- that can benefit the team as a whole. 

Toronto has to hope that's the case, anyway. Dubas has admitted 
concerns over how many draft picks the Leafs have shipped out to this 
point (Toronto holds only one first-round choice -- and zero second-round 
selections -- in the next three drafts). However, this is not a Leafs team 
building for the future. It must win now. Dubas -- on an expiring contract 
himself -- knows that better than anyone. He's done everything possible 
to give Toronto a chance. 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Deadline status: Intelligent shoppers 

Cap space: $10,106,667 

Players, picks in play: 2024 second-round pick, C Jack Drury, F Ryan 
Suzuki, D Dylan Coghlan, D Scott Morrow 

What they should do: Carolina has the luxury of available cap space. 
Now how to take advantage of it? 

The logical answer is forward depth. Max Pacioretty was expected to 
play a major role in Carolina's offense after the team acquired him from 
Vegas in July, but the veteran appeared in just five games between 
Achilles tendon injuries and won't be back this season. That leaves 
money on the table. 

Carolina looks solid defensively, its penalty kill trends in the top 10 and 
the Hurricanes have excellent overall offensive numbers. The team has 
dealt with injuries to starting goaltender Frederik Andersen, but rookie 
Pyotr Kochetkov is waiting in the wings and, frankly, acquiring a goalie at 
the deadline can be a hit-or-miss experiment. 

Carolina's most glaring issue is its 23rd-ranked power play. The 
Hurricanes can address that through targeting the right top-six forward 
who brings physical punch and moves the puck well on special teams. 
Brock Boeser comes to mind as a non-rental option. 

The Hurricanes shouldn't shy away from spending on the right player. 
Historically, the franchise also knows when to say when and not make 
moves just to make them. Carolina is already in great shape for a 
postseason run; whatever it does must only enhance the chemistry in 
place. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Deadline status: Looking ahead to better days 

Cap space: $8,858,333 
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Players, picks in play: F Emil Bemstrom, F Liam Foudy, F Boone Jenner, 
F Gustav Nyquist, D Vladislav Gavrikov, D Andrew Peeke, G Joonas 
Korpisalo 

What they should do: Columbus' focus is on its future. The deadline is 
step one in building a firmer foundation. It's time to acquire picks and/or 
top prospects. 

That said, the Blue Jackets have some difficult decisions to make about 
whom to keep and whom to trade. Gavrikov is basically gone already, 
having been a healthy scratch for weeks while trade discussions play out, 
but Columbus wants a comparable return (think a first-round pick and 
prospect/additional high draft choice) to what he offers on the ice. 

Korpisalo -- a pending UFA -- might stick around in Columbus if not for 
the long-term deal already tendered to Elvis Merzlikins and Daniil 
Tarasov being on the radar for next season. Expect the Blue Jackets to 
dangle Korpisalo in front of any club looking to upgrade its goaltending 
for the short (and potentially long) term. 

Columbus has other assets, too, on the roster and in their system to toss 
into the fray. The Blue Jackets need a fresh start after this frustrating 
season, and roster turnover is a good place to start on that frontier. 

New Jersey Devils 

Deadline status: Ready to rumble 

Cap space: $1,360,834 

Players, picks in play: G Nico Daws, G Akira Schmid, F Alexander Holtz 

What they should do: New Jersey's biggest need was a top-six winger. 
Its second-biggest need? Keeping pace with its Metropolitan Division -- 
and geographic -- rival. 

Hello, Timo Meier. 

The Devils landed one of the trade deadline's top prizes in Meier, pulling 
him from San Jose in a blockbuster on Sunday night. That was New 
Jersey's counterpunch to the Rangers landing Vladimir Tarasenko (and 
potentially Patrick Kane, too) and the Islanders reeling in Bo Horvat. 
There's no doubt the Devils are a great team already. But seeing those 
around them loading up only incentivized New Jersey to do the same. 

In Meier, the Devils have a game-changing offensive playmaker whom 
New Jersey could potentially wrap up with a longer deal before he 
becomes a restricted free agent this summer. The important thing is to 
see how Meier fits in to complement the team's established contributors 
such as Jack Hughes, Jesper Bratt and Nico Hischier, who've been 
driving the offense all season. 

Now that Meier is in the mix, the Devils can fill in any remaining gaps with 
smaller adds. New Jersey could stand to improve its defense with a 
puck-moving second- or third-pairing blueliner. Goal scoring will be at a 
premium come the playoffs, and no team can have too many contributors 
on the ice. Fortunately, New Jersey has assets to wield in order to 
improve. 

What the Devils won't be offering are top prospects Luke Hughes or 
Simon Nemec. Young NHL forward Dawson Mercer is also unlikely to be 
included in any transactions. 

New Jersey is in a good spot to compete this season. Its remaining 
deadline moves should only serve to support those chances further -- 
whether that's by doing a lot, or a little. 

New York Islanders 

Deadline status: Push for the postseason 

Cap space: $7,173,206 

Players, picks in play: F Zach Parise, D Scott Mayfield, G Semyon 
Varlamov 

What they should do: New York stood pat at last season's trade deadline. 
Ditto in the offseason. 

So, naturally, GM Lou Lamoriello beat everyone to the punch by trading 
for -- and then extending -- Bo Horvat before the All-Star break. There's 
really no predicting where Lamoriello goes from here. But we can try 
anyway. 

The Islanders could keep adding -- specifically a top-six forward and 
depth defenseman -- and give themselves the best chance at a 
postseason berth. Mathew Barzal suffering a lower-body injury and 
joining Jean-Gabriel Pageau, Cal Clutterbuck and Josh Bailey on the 
sidelines only highlights the Islanders' need for more help up front to truly 
contend. Max Domi might be an appealing target in that case, in a low-
risk, high-reward scenario. 

In terms of assets to part with, the Islanders have Varlamov and Mayfield 
as pending UFAs who could fetch a solid return. The rental goalie market 
-- or, frankly, the goalie market in general -- has been whisper quiet, 
though. And moving Varlamov would put the Islanders in a precarious 
position if starter Ilya Sorokin were to be injured. 

Lamoriello is notoriously tight-lipped and won't be tipping his hand 
anytime soon. What the Islanders should do to stay in contention, 
though, is keep buying, or find other creative means (aka waiver wire 
pickups) to improve their offensive chances. 

New York Rangers 

Deadline status: Not done yet? 

Cap space: $2,744,385 

Players, picks in play: F Ryan Carpenter, D Libor Hajek, D Zac Jones 

What they should do: New York wasn't waiting around for March 3. And 
the Rangers are as all-in as it gets. 

The Rangers pulled off a blockbuster move in grabbing Vladimir 
Tarasenko from St. Louis earlier this month to give Artemi Panarin a new 
top-line teammate. New York followed that up by acquiring Tyler Motte 
from Ottawa to bolster its bottom-six depth. Motte was with the Rangers 
last season but couldn't agree on an extension in free agency; now he's 
back in the fold and should slide nicely into a useful role for them. 

All that to say, what's next for New York? And will it involve Patrick 
Kane? It's no secret the Chicago Blackhawks star is interested in being a 
Ranger. New York started making space to acquire Kane -- a pending 
UFA -- by trading disgruntled Vitali Kravtsov to Vancouver on Saturday 
and putting forward Jake Leschyshyn on waivers. Then they dressed 
waiver-exempt Braden Schneider and Ryan Carpenter on Sunday 
without actually playing them in order to protect their health; the club's 
intention is freeing up cap space by sending them both to the American 
Hockey League this week. 

New York wouldn't do all that (would they?) without knowing a deal for 
Kane can come to fruition. 

GM Chris Drury has to believe Kane would be a real difference-maker for 
the Rangers. Brokering that deal with the Blackhawks would be Drury's 
last big swing and give coach Gerard Gallant a hefty amount of talent to 
play with ahead of the postseason. Given what New York has done up to 
this point, why stop now? 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Deadline status: Building for the future 

Cap space: $1,217,459 

Players, picks in play: F Zack MacEwen, F James van Riemsdyk, D 
Justin Braun, D Nick Seeler 

What they should do: Philadelphia must be highly motivated to make 
moves by March 3. 
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It's a no-brainer for the Flyers to be sellers. What's intriguing will be who 
ends up out the door. John Tortorella is an exacting coach who likes a 
certain mentality in his players (and isn't shy about sharing criticism). If 
GM Chuck Fletcher is committed to Tortorella and his view of the team's 
future, it should be reflected in Philadelphia's deadline decisions. 

The Flyers' best return will likely come by van Riemsdyk, a veteran 
scorer who can add depth to a contender's middle six. Seeler and Braun 
might also become appealing to clubs that don't have enough capital to 
get in on the market's more coveted defensive options. Tony DeAngelo 
hasn't panned out as expected this season, but the Flyers invested a lot 
(with a two-year, $10 million deal) after grabbing DeAngelo from Carolina 
last summer. It would take the right offer to move on so quickly from the 
blueliner. 

Fletcher's priority will be starting to set Philadelphia up for a bounce-back 
season in 2023-24. The appetite for a long rebuild is minimal -- hence 
why trading Travis Konecny, for example, might not make sense -- and 
the Flyers have a strong pool of prospects who can start filling roles 
sooner than later. That gives them flexibility on trading current roster 
players, which should be the focus of their business over the next few 
days. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Deadline status: Solidifying the ranks 

Cap space: $1,951,133 

Players, picks in play: 2023 second-round pick, F Teddy Blueger, D Jeff 
Petry, D Owen Pickering 

What they should do: Pittsburgh needs one thing in a big way: depth 
scoring. 

The Penguins' bottom-six group has been in disarray for much of the 
season and that won't do if Pittsburgh expects to a) make the playoffs 
and b) compete there well into the spring. The team's third line -- 
specifically Jeff Carter, Kasperi Kapanen and Brock McGinn -- has 
underachieved, and an infusion of new life would do wonders. Clearly 
GM Ron Hextall felt the same when Kapanen was placed on waivers 
Friday afternoon; St. Louis subsequently claimed the winger. 

But the primary impetus for Pittsburgh will be money. The Penguins' lack 
of available cap space makes dollars-in, dollars-out moves their only real 
option. Vancouver's Brock Boeser has term and would boost Pittsburgh's 
middle-six group immediately, but the Penguins would have to make 
room for his $6.6 million cap hit. That's not always easy. 

Beyond just forward help, the Penguins could target defensive depth 
(same as most clubs), specifically with a team that might be willing to 
retain some salary. 

It's clear what the Penguins' priorities should be. How creative Hextall 
can get in fulfilling his requirements will prove fascinating. 

Washington Capitals 

Deadline status: Optimistic dealers 

Cap space: $4,412,950 

Players, picks in play: F Lars Eller, D Erik Gustafsson, D Trevor van 
Riemsdyk 

What they should do: Washington's season is slowly slipping away. The 
Capitals have skidded more than they've soared recently, and it has put 
their playoff hopes into question. 

It's not like Washington is out of the hunt. But after moving Dmitry Orlov 
and Garnet Hathaway to Boston last week, the Capitals aren't hanging 
their hats on another playoff run, either. Staying in that position would 
require aggressively adding roster players. Instead, GM Brian MacLellan 
picked up high draft choices -- including a 2023 first-round pick, 2025 
second-rounder and 2024 third-rounder -- from the Bruins. Washington's 
focus then appears more on the future. And it's not often during 

MacLellan's tenure that the Capitals have so obviously been in such a 
position. 

But let's not forget: The Capitals have Alex Ovechkin on the edge of his 
prime, and that's not something to waste. 

Beefing up the team's defense would be key for it to at least stay in the 
postseason mix. John Carlson's absence since suffering a head injury in 
December has left the Capitals' back end reeling. But blue-line help won't 
come cheap and how the Capitals navigate this next week will be 
revealing. The club should at least take into consideration how many 
more years it has to cash in on its best talents (Ovechkin, Nick 
Backstrom, Carlson, T.J. Oshie, etc.) and plan accordingly. It just might 
not be feasible for MacLellan to do enough with what he has available 
right now to keep the Capitals in contention. 

Central Division 

Arizona Coyotes 

Deadline status: Building for the future 

Cap space: $65,943,377 

Players, picks in play: F Nick Bjugstad, D Jakob Chychrun, D Shayne 
Gostisbehere, F Nick Ritchie 

What they should do: Working toward what they believe can become a 
bright future has long been the focal point for the Coyotes. This trade 
deadline gives them a chance to do that, and it started Feb. 22 when 
they moved defenseman Dysin Mayo for a 2023 fifth-rounder and Shea 
Weber's contract from the Vegas Golden Knights. It's a move that 
allowed them to gain draft capital while also being potential insurance to 
reach the cap floor should they need it once the deadline passes. 

The expectation is Chychrun will potentially generate the sort of return 
that could be among the largest commanded by a player at this deadline. 
If so, it's possible the Coyotes could receive both draft picks and at least 
a prospect. Whatever they receive for Chychrun would only just be one 
piece of their overall haul. 

Players such as Bjugstad and Gostisbehere are veteran pending UFAs 
who give the Coyotes a chance to parlay their talents into draft capital. 
Another item to consider is the possibility they could pick up additional 
draft capital by virtue of being a third-party broker, a tactic that teams are 
starting to use over the past few years. But with the reports that Nick 
Schmaltz might also be available, it could further amplify an already 
pivotal deadline for the Coyotes. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Deadline status: Building for the future 

Cap space: $18,066,126 

Players, picks in play: F Andreas Athanasiou, F Max Domi, F Patrick 
Kane 

What they should do: With Kane on the verge of joining the Rangers, 
there are still moves the Blackhawks can make. Trading Athanasiou and 
Domi are options. So is the notion they could potentially use their cap 
space to be a third-party broker in a bid to gain more draft capital. 

Even then, the Blackhawks did exactly what they sought out to do at this 
deadline, which was accruing the necessary capital to build for the future. 
What they have done ahead of this year's deadline is position themselves 
to have 10 draft picks in 2023, nine picks in 2024 and seven picks in 
2025. They will have two first-round picks in three consecutive drafts 
while having multiple selections in the first three rounds of this year's and 
next year's drafts. 

It's possible they could add to that total depending upon what happens 
with Kane, Athanasiou and Domi. And if that happens, it only reinforces 
what has a chance to be a crucial next few months. The Blackhawks 
have one of the three lowest point totals, which places them in a position 
to win the draft lottery and have the chance to select the presumed No. 1 
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pick in Bedard in their attempt to create the next long-term period of 
sustained success. 

Colorado Avalanche 

Deadline status: Win-again mode 

Cap space: $5,338,333 

Players, picks in play: 2023 first-round pick, 2024 first-round pick, D Sean 
Behrens, F Sampo Ranta 

What they should do: Try to strike a deal for a No. 2 center ... or is it 
possible they might already have one and could look to address another 
area? So far, the activity ahead of the deadline has seen a significant 
shift in the top-six center market with Horvat going to the Islanders, 
O'Reilly being moved to the Maple Leafs and Jonathan Toews staying 
with the Blackhawks as he continues to recover from COVID-19 and 
chronic immune response syndrome. 

Yet what J.T. Compher has done of late has created questions about if 
the Avs already have a No. 2 center and could potentially look to improve 
elsewhere. Compher's profile is one of a top-nine forward who can play 
on either special teams unit. This season he has made a jump to career 
highs in assists, points and a surge in ice time to the tune of more than 
20 minutes per game. He's on pace to finish with 18 goals and 59 points, 
which is similar to the projections of the current No. 2 center options 
believed to be available. 

Moving either Gabriel Landeskog and/or Erik Johnson to LTIR will create 
cap space. But the Avs also face a dilemma when it comes to what they 
can use in a potential trade. All the moves they have made over the past 
few years led to them winning a Cup. But they also altered the depth of 
their prospect pool in a way that could see them be at a disadvantage 
compared to other teams. The Avs have their first-round picks for this 
year and the next two years. Will it be enough? 

Dallas Stars 

Deadline status: Wait and see? 

Cap space: $1,211,853 

Players, picks in play: D Lian Bichsel, F Matej Blumel, F Riley Damiani 

What they should do: Strengthening their top-six forward group appears 
to be the move for a team that sits around the middle of the league in 
goals per game. The Stars exchanged Denis Gurianov in order to receive 
Evgenii Dadonov. They could go after more options, but it also comes 
down to this rather important set of questions: What's the cost, and will 
that help be worth the price? 

The Stars have a number of prospects they could use as potential trade 
chips. But is that the most prudent move for an organization that has 
continually found ways to develop homegrown talent into key players 
within its lineup? Miro Heiskanen, Roope Hintz, Jake Oettinger and 
Jason Robertson are the strongest current examples of that approach. 

It's also something the Stars are seeing again this season with the 
contributions made by Ty Dellandrea and Wyatt Johnston. And while they 
got Nils Lundkvist in a trade, he's still another young player who has 
become a contributor. That's what makes the discussion around even 
trading draft picks challenging. Because it's entirely possible that a draft 
pick the Stars could trade for a rental could have also been one of their 
future farm-to-table contributors. 

Minnesota Wild 

Deadline status: It's complicated 

Cap space: $10,721,938 

Players, picks in play: D Matt Dumba, D Alex Goligoski, F Jordan 
Greenway 

What they should do: Winning six of their past 10 games has seen the 
Wild go from being in the wild-card race to being three points out of the 

Central lead. Wild general manager Bill Guerin told The Athletic that he 
would like to be active at the deadline, before adding whatever they can 
or cannot do is "another story." 

A year ago, the Wild were one of the NHL's most prolific teams as they 
were fifth in goals per game. Losing Kevin Fiala, among other reasons, 
has led to a decline, and they entered Sunday ranked 26th in goals. Or to 
say it another way: Of all the teams currently in a playoff spot, the Wild 
have the least prolific attack. 

But where it gets complicated is that the Wild are not exactly swimming in 
the sort of cap space that makes a deal to get a top-nine scorer easy. 
CapFriendly projects the Wild have $2.605 million to use by season's 
end. It's the type of space that allowed them to be third-party brokers as 
a way to gain draft capital. However, it's also the type of space that could 
make it challenging for them to add another forward compared to teams 
with more cap space. 

And while they could potentially facilitate a deal for a rental, anything 
long-term could come with complications. The Wild already have to shed 
contracts this offseason as the combined total from the Zach Parise and 
Ryan Suter buyouts will increase from $12.743 million to $14.743 million 
for both the 2023-24 and the 2024-25 seasons. 

Nashville Predators 

Deadline status: Building for the future 

Cap space: $11,024,623 

Players, picks in play: D Mattias Ekholm 

What they should do: Practically every question about the Predators' 
direction was answered over the weekend. They traded Nino Niederreiter 
to the Winnipeg Jets. They announced that GM David Poile was going to 
step down at the end of the season. Then, they traded Tanner Jeannot 
for Cal Foote and five draft picks from the Lightning. 

The decision to trade Jeannot and Niederreiter comes as the Preds 
entered Tuesday just six points out of the final wild-card spot. There is 
still a chance the Preds could reach the playoffs for a ninth straight 
season. They also could miss the postseason entirely. 

If the trades signal that the Predators are willing to make more deals, the 
question is: Do they start moving players en masse now, or could the 
offseason be a more realistic window? A number of their most coveted 
players are on deals that are longer than two years and come with 
sizable cap hits. 

St. Louis Blues 

Deadline status: Building for the future 

Cap space: $6,103,758 

Players, picks in play: D Colton Parayko 

What they should do: Blues GM Doug Armstrong's decision to trade Ivan 
Barbashev, Ryan O'Reilly and Vladimir Tarasenko before the trade 
deadline has made it clear that the Blues are sellers who are 
concentrating on their future. 

As for how quickly the Blues see that future starting? With less than a 
week left until the deadline, they claimed Penguins winger Kasperi 
Kapanen on waivers. Picking him up gives them a top-nine forward who 
is in the first year of a two-year contract carrying a $3.2 million annual 
cap hit. 

But there is still a possibility the Blues might not be done. Daily Faceoff 
reported that teams have also asked about Parayko, who is in the first of 
an eight-year extension carrying a $6.5 million AAV cap hit. It could 
amount to the Blues adding to a haul that has already seen them pick up 
two first-rounders for a total of three first-round picks in this year's draft. 

Winnipeg Jets 

Deadline status: Time to strike 
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Cap space: $5,042,089 

Players, picks in play: 2023 first-round pick, F Jansen Harkins, F Karson 
Kuhlman, F Danny Zhilkin 

What they should do: Enough was in place to suggest the Jets needed to 
trade for a top-nine forward, which is exactly what they did when they 
acquired Niederreiter. For one, they are in a position to potentially win the 
Central and the Western regular-season crowns. They were also a team 
that came into the weekend ranked 18th in goals while having the NHL's 
No. 14 power-play unit. 

Then came the news Jets coach Rick Bowness delivered with a week left 
before the deadline that rookie forward Cole Perfetti would miss eight 
weeks with an upper-body injury. Scoring has been a season-long issue 
for the Jets, which is what makes losing Perfetti even more difficult 
because he was fifth in assists and sixth in points. 

Niederreiter's arrival means the Jets have strengthened a top-six winger 
situation that already featured Kyle Connor, Nikolaj Ehlers, Blake 
Wheeler and Perfetti once he returns. He gives them a five-time, 20-goal 
scorer who already has 18 goals in a bid for what would be his sixth 20-
goal campaign. He also gives the Jets a player who has scored 15 goals 
and 30 points over 82 postseason games. 

Pacific Division 

Anaheim Ducks 

Deadline status: Building for the future 

Cap space: $56,938,260 

Players, picks in play: F Adam Henrique, D John Klingberg, D Dmitry 
Kulikov, D Kevin Shattenkirk 

What they should do: The Ducks are in a position to come away with the 
type of haul that could help them attain the sort of franchise-altering draft 
capital they seek. In fact, what they do at the deadline coupled with the 
reality they could win the draft lottery and potentially draft Bedard could 
make this one of the most pivotal times in franchise history. 

Having three pending UFA defensemen in Klingberg, Kulikov and 
Shattenkirk could help them achieve that goal. Klingberg and Shattenkirk 
present playoff hopefuls with puck-moving options who can facilitate 
scoring chances at 5-on-5 and in power-play sequences, while Kulikov, 
who leads the Ducks in short-handed minutes, could strengthen a 
penalty kill. 

The most intriguing situation is what could happen with Henrique. Horvat 
and O'Reilly going earlier in the deadline window along with Monahan's 
injury significantly altered the top-six center market. Thus, it made 
Henrique one of the strongest options for a team trying to fill that need. 
But he was recently moved to injured reserve and is considered week-to-
week. So a team trading for him would keep that in mind in addition to 
the results of his physical. Still, it could result in a team adding a center 
with one year left on his contract at $5.825 million who has scored 19 
goals and 33 points through 55 games. 

Calgary Flames 

Deadline status: Wait and see 

Cap space: $3,184,298 

Players, picks in play: D Connor Mackey, F Kevin Rooney, G Arseni 
Sergeyev 

What they should do: You might have noticed a pattern with a number of 
Western Conference teams. The ones that are vying for the wild-card 
spot are facing a decision: Do they make a move? Or do they hold firm 
with the hope that what they have is enough to make it into the 
postseason? 

The Flames are among those teams. Finding ways to consistently 
generate more goals has factored into why they are 17th in goals scored. 

It's why they could use another forward. But they could also try to add 
another defenseman who would bolster their blue line with the aim of 
finding more cohesion on that end of the ice. 

Figuring how to address those needs with little cap space appears to be 
the challenge. But it also is part of a cat-and-mouse game similar to that 
of a number of Western Conference teams trying to reach the playoffs. 
The Flames are six points out of third in the Pacific and four points 
behind the Kraken for the first wild-card spot. But they are three points 
behind the Avalanche -- with the realization the Avs have played fewer 
games. 

Edmonton Oilers 

Deadline status: Win now -- and at least return to the conference finals 

Cap space: $1,412,500 

Players, picks in play: 2023 first-round pick, F Warren Foegele, F Jesse 
Puljujarvi 

What they should do: Pick a top-four defenseman who is expected to be 
moved before or on trade deadline day. Chances are, a number of them 
have been linked with the Oilers or would serve as an option for a team 
that has struggled with allowing a high number of goals at various points 
of the season. 

Getting one of those top-four defensemen is a plan that would feature a 
number of moving parts. The first and most crucial step is finding the cap 
space. Currently, the Oilers don't have the space to add someone of this 
caliber, and that's with three players on LTIR. They must either find a 
way to create space by trading someone away and/or be willing to pay a 
premium to enlist the help of a third-party broker in order to facilitate a 
deal. 

Then there's the second piece of the plan: Fielding a competitive enough 
offer that will give the Oilers the edge over other teams. The Oilers have 
first-round picks they can use in addition to forwards like Foegele or 
Puljujarvi. But will it be enough? There could be teams that ask the Oilers 
for one of their top prospects, forcing Edmonton's front office into making 
a decision that could impact the team for years to come. 

Los Angeles Kings 

Deadline status: Selective shoppers 

Cap space: $3,282,541 

Players, picks in play: 2023 first-round pick, D Helge Grans, F Alex 
Laferriere 

What they should do: Going after a top-four defenseman who can help 
reinforce their defensive zone play appears to be the objective. 
Determining what might be the most feasible asking price in a market 
that has seen sellers collect hefty bounties to this point looks like the 
most notable challenge facing the Kings. 

There was a time when it appeared they were going to get Chychrun, 
and perhaps that can still happen. But one of the reported issues with 
any deal was the asking price. Namely, the Kings were reluctant to give 
up two prospects whom they feel can be of great value in their future 
plans in Quinton Byfield and Brandt Clarke. 

But there are other options the Kings could pursue. For example, they 
could decide to go after one of the pending UFA defensemen who they 
believe could fill their needs for what they deem to be a more reasonable 
price without severely impacting their future plans. 

San Jose Sharks 

Deadline status: Building for the future 

Cap space: $2,194,167 

Players, picks in play: D Erik Karlsson, G James Reimer 
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What they should do: With less than a week left before the deadline, the 
Sharks moved their most coveted player in Timo Meier to the Devils, and 
shaped part of their future in the process. It led to them receiving a 
conditional 2023 first-round pick, a conditional 2024 second-round pick, a 
2024 seventh-round pick, a pair of prospect defensemen in Shakir 
Mukhamadaullin and Nikita Okhotiuk and NHL forwards in Andreas 
Johnsson and Fabian Zetterlund. 

Maybe the Sharks are able to make another trade. Maybe trading Meier 
is the only move they can make. Either way, what Sharks GM Mike Grier 
was able to do with the Meier trade alone has the potential to make this 
one of the more instrumental periods in recent franchise history. 

Just know this: The Sharks have one of the lowest point totals in the 
NHL. They have not had a top-three pick since 1998. But now? They are 
in position to potentially win the draft lottery and have the chance to draft 
presumed No. 1 pick Connor Bedard in a draft that will see them have 11 
picks, including two in the first round. 

Seattle Kraken 

Deadline status: Selective shoppers 

Cap space: $3,687,576 

Players, picks in play: D Carson Soucy, one of their three 2023 second-
round picks 

What they should do: Kraken GM Ron Francis told ESPN that the team is 
"not afraid to make a move." As for what move Seattle will make? That is 
where the mystery lies with the Kraken, especially with Francis stating 
they want to add depth without specifying what areas they would like to 
address. 

The rumors continue to persist that they could be interested in potentially 
moving on from Soucy. He is set to hit unrestricted free agency in an 
offseason that will also require the Kraken to present defensemen Will 
Borgen and Vince Dunn with new contracts. Furthermore, the Kraken 
might believe Soucy is expendable, having just traded for Jaycob Megna. 

ESPN's Emily Kaplan also reported the Kraken were monitoring 
Jonathan Toews before that no longer became an option. The Kraken 
are one of the most prolific goal-scoring teams in the league, but they 
have struggled to convert that into consistent power-play success with a 
unit that ranks 20th in the NHL; adding a top-nine forward with some 
offensive flash would help solve that problem. 

Vancouver Canucks 

Deadline status: Building for the future 

Cap space: $7,294,583 

Players, picks in play: F Brock Boeser, D Luke Schenn 

What they should do: Everything surrounding the Canucks' current status 
suggests they are a franchise that is looking toward the future. Their 
record means they're in position to get a lottery pick. Meanwhile, the haul 
they received in trading Horvat to the Islanders -- which included a first-
round pick and a prospect forward in Aatu Raty -- was just the start. 

The Rangers' need to clear cap space for an impending Kane trade 
means the Canucks received another forward in Vitali Kravtsov, who was 
a first-round pick back in 2018. He gives them one more promising young 
player who projects as a top-nine forward. 

So what could Boeser and Schenn bring back in return? Let's start with 
Boeser. The Canucks gave his agent permission to speak with the Wild. 
But another team could present something more enticing for a top-six 
forward who is a proven 20-goal scorer with two more years left on his 
current contract. 

Schenn is one of the more attractive defensive options. For one, he 
would provide his new team with a two-time Stanley Cup champion who 
is having the strongest offensive campaign of his career, in addition to 

someone who can be trusted to eat minutes on the penalty kill ... all for 
the price of being a pending UFA with an $850,000 cap hit. 

Between a classic pending UFA rental in Schenn and a proven goal 
scorer with term remaining in Boeser, the Canucks can add some 
franchise-altering futures ahead of March 3. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Deadline status: Pushing all the chips in 

Cap space: $6,504,166 

Players, picks in play: 2023 first-round pick, one of their two 2023 third-
round picks, D Lukas Cormier, F Pavel Dorofeyev 

What they should do: Last week, the Knights moved Mark Stone to LTIR 
to free up cap space, only to then trade the Shea Weber contract. That 
gave the club the needed financial flexibility for years to come. But all of 
this suggests the Knights are in a position to make the type of move they 
feel can help them win the Stanley Cup this year -- while also adding help 
for the future. 

Finding another top-six forward became the priority for the Golden 
Knights once Stone was ruled out indefinitely after having his second 
back surgery since last May. They added one versatile option in Ivan 
Barbashev, sending prospect Zach Dean to St. Louis. 

Is another major trade even worth it? At some point, the Knights will have 
to rely on their farm system to supplement their lineup, as opposed to 
using free agency or the trade market to find answers. The Knights do 
have prospects. But could moving those prospects help them or hurt 
them going forward? It's a philosophical question for the front office to 
ponder in the days ahead. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Kyle Dubas’s ‘aggressive’ three-trade frenzy shifts 
pressure to Maple Leafs stars 

 

Luke Fox | @lukefoxjukebox 

February 28, 2023, 9:25 PM 

 

EDMONTON — The iconic image-slash-meme of Kyle Dubas holding 
two phones to one head was gloriously resurrected Tuesday. 

While four new impact role players practised in Seattle, the general 
manager of the Toronto Maple Leafs was busy juggling and completing a 
trio of trades that reinforces his tireless mission to construct the best and 
most playoff-ready version of the hockey club in the salary-cap era. 

Contract-year Dubas is on one. 

He’s leaving it all out there, folks. 

And the NHL’s most opinionated, most tortured, and most populated fan 
base has every reason to tune into the drama that is about to unfold on 
the ice once the executive finally comes up for air off it. 

If the players grind as hard in April as the front office has in February, the 
Tampa Bay Lightning — who hold the on-paper edge in goaltending and 
experience, but no longer in forwards or defencemen — could well be 
staring at their first Round 1 exit in four years. 

Dubas’s aggressiveness and diligence, which had already yielded 
improvements to four roster spots, has taken yet another step. 
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For all the moving and shaking, cupboard stripping and draft-pick 
spending the GM had done to recruit Ryan O’Reilly, Noel Acciari, Jake 
McCabe, and Sam Lafferty well in advance of Friday’s trade deadline, 
Dubas had stretched to great lengths to not touch his active roster. 

Well, that changed Tuesday in Seattle, when Rasmus Sandin — not a 
mystery box — was pulled mid-practice and dealt to the suddenly 
retooling Washington Capitals. 

Minutes later, pending UFA and bottom-six utility winger Pierre Engvall 
— who sipped from the same Calder Cup as Dubas in 2018 — was 
shipped to the wild-card-chasing New York Islanders for a 2024 third-
rounder and some ever-valuable cap space. 

“He’s done a great job of getting things done early,” coach Sheldon 
Keefe told reporters of his boss. 

“Kyle has looked at our team and has been really honest about it. He’s 
tried to figure out ways we can get better, and he’s been aggressive with 
it. So, I don’t think there’s any doubt we’ve improved in our depth and our 
competitiveness at both forward and defence.” 

In exchange for Sandin, Dubas’s Leafs received defenceman Erik 
Gustafsson and a 2023 first-round draft choice. (The pick was originally 
owned by the Boston Bruins and was flipped to Washington in the Dmitry 
Orlov-Garnet Hathaway trade.) No salary was retained. 

Gustafsson, like Sandin, is a left shot. He is a 30-year-old impending 
UFA carrying a modest $800,000 cap hit. 

Sandin, 22, carries a $1.4 million cap hit through 2023-24, at which point 
he will become a restricted free agent with arbitration rights. 

Dubas and Sandin’s camp tussled over his current contract over the 
summer, to the point where the young defenceman missed out on the 
beginning of training camp. 

Sandin was projected to be the Maple Leafs’ seventh defenceman come 
playoff time, just as he was last spring. He has battled through multiple 
minor injuries this season, putting up four goals and a career-best 20 
points, largely in a sheltered third-pairing role. 

“It’s never easy to see people leave,” Keefe said, “but we’re really excited 
about those joining.” 

With Morgan Rielly running the Leafs’ top power-play unit and signed for 
seven more seasons beyond this one, and top-four D-man McCabe 
arriving with two years’ worth of term, the undersized Sandin — who 
doesn’t kill penalties regularly — was going to have a difficult time 
carving out a meaningful role. 

McCabe most certainly understands his. 

“Make life hard on the other team’s top players and do whatever it takes 
to win,” said McCabe, now finally looking at his first playoff game after a 
decade in the show. 

“It’s everything, really.” 

Gustafsson had been enjoying an offensive resurgence in Washington. 
With seven goals — including a hat trick against Toronto on Dec. 17 — 
and 38 points, he instantly becomes the highest-scoring defenceman on 
Toronto’s roster. 

On the heels of those moves, Dubas used his 2023 third-round pick to 
rent Luke Schenn from the tanking Vancouver Canucks, the first team 
Toronto will face once playoff-bound rosters get frozen. 

Schenn was drafted by Toronto fifth overall in 2008 and won a pair of 
Stanley Cups with Tampa as a superb depth option. 

Schenn hits like a Mack truck. He is a fantastic leader and team guy who 
would be happy to slot in wherever Keefe wants him. In other words, he 
brings the strength and experience to better withstand Tampa and 
Boston’s aggressive forechecks than Sandin would at this stage in his 
development. 

“He’s a guy that’s as competitive and physical as there is in the league. 
Great experience,” Keefe beamed. “Talking about character guys and 
team guys, he’s another great one.” 

Set aside the futures for a second. Tomorrow can wait. 

Instead, consider the NHL-level turnover in Toronto over the past dozen 
days. 

In: Ryan O’Reilly, Noel Acciari, Jake McCabe, Sam Lafferty, Erik 
Gustafsson, Luke Schenn. 

Out: Pierre Engvall, Rasmus Sandin, Joey Anderson. 

For the immediate task, Dubas’s Maple Leafs have improved by leaps 
and bounds. 

“You see a need this time of year, and you want to elevate,” Auston 
Matthews said. “Some nice additions for us. It’s been a busy couple 
days.” 

And with time to spare before Friday’s deadline, Dubas could still make 
another significant move — and is now equipped with Boston’s first-
round pick to do so. (If he’s not sold on Matt Murray’s availability, why 
stop now?) 

“Every year we’re in it, with where we’re at right now, we have to give the 
team the best chance to win,” Dubas said Monday. 

“How do we situate ourselves to best compete? Because just being a fun 
matchup and being fun to watch isn't good enough for us. It's trying to 
win. 

“It's at the balance now where you kind of (ask): ‘Are you changing the 
group too much?’” 

We don’t think so. 

Change was necessary. 

The general manager held up his portion of the bargain, performing 
under white-hot pressure in a potentially do-or-die season. 

If this group fails, it’s on the star players Dubas has gone above and 
beyond to support with a serious supporting cast. 

“We recognize the confidence and faith that he has in us,” Matthews 
said. “We want to back him up and prove him right.” 

One-Timers: Keefe is starting with a pure shutdown pair, McCabe and 
T.J. Brodie, in Edmonton but will experiment with his pairs.... Ultimately, 
we don’t see the Rielly–Justin Holl duo sticking long. Rielly performs best 
with Brodie. Lefty McCabe is happy to skate on his weak side, so he’ll be 
worth a look alongside Rielly at some point, too. Keefe on McCabe: "He'll 
probably make the rounds a little bit in terms of working with different 
defenders."... Lafferty is tied for the NHL lead in shorthanded goals (four). 
Says Keefe: "He's right up there with the fastest players in the league." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Ekholm addition embodies everything Oilers wanted in 
blue-line upgrade 

 

Mark Spector and Adam Vingan | @sportsnetspec 

February 28, 2023, 9:06 PM 

 

EDMONTON and NASHVILLE — Mattias Ekholm is a Viking. 
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Six-foot-four, 215 pounds, and handsome as the very chalice he has 
come to Edmonton to capture, Ekholm is the absolute embodiment of the 
player the Edmonton Oilers could have hoped to add. 

And here’s the kicker: 

He sees it the same way. 

“I'm super excited,” the 32-year-old said Tuesday in a trade call with 
reporters. “For the last five years I feel like every other year I'm in trade 
conversations. There have been times where someone has asked me 
about (a rumour) and I've been like, 'I don't know if that’s really a good 
fit.' Or, 'I don’t really want to go there.' 

“But this time I feel like this team can really do damage in the playoffs. 
I’m beyond excited to join this group.” 

The day began with Jesse Puljujarvi being traded to Carolina to create 
cap space for something bigger. Well, bigger came just a few hours later, 
in the form of a trade that saw Tyson Barrie, first-rounder Reid Schaefer, 
a 2023 first-round draft pick and a fourth in '24 go to Nashville, for 
Ekholm and a sixth-round pick in '24. 

Barrie was an integral part of the NHL’s best powerplay, subtly working 
the top of the umbrella, knowing exactly when to shoot or where to be 
when an outlet was needed. But it was Barrie’s $4.5 million salary that 
was moved as much as the player attached to it, as Edmonton robs from 
an offensive Peter to buttress the defensive Paul. 

The NHL’s top offensive team can afford a shift of that nature — 
particularly with the coming playoffs, where defending becomes a 
paramount concern. 

“I think I have a pretty good sense of what it takes to shut guys down in 
the playoffs,” said Ekholm, who has played playoff hockey for eight years 
running. “That's probably why I'm sitting here today — they acquired me 
for my defence. My defensive side of the puck.” 

Over a 719-game NHL career, all spent in Nashville, Ekholm has become 
the very definition of reliable, having missed only 20 games over the past 
nine seasons. He also has a mean streak. He’ll punish forwards down 
low, and like Adam Larsson once did in Edmonton, stiffen the price of 
hanging around the Oilers slot. 

Ekholm has anchored the Predators' shutdown pair over the past several 
years with a variety of partners. Despite his size, Ekholm is not overly 
physical, preferring to use his reach to poke away pucks and clear them 
out of danger. 

In terms of transporting the puck, perhaps surprisingly, Ekholm is one of 
the better puck-moving defencemen in the NHL. Out of 267 defencemen 
who have played at least 100 minutes at 5-on-5 this season, Ekholm 
ranks 12th in controlled entries (1.6) and 26th in controlled exits (3.31) 
per 20 minutes, respectively. That will help the Oilers, who like to push 
the pace offensively. 

“I think I'm a pretty good team guy that puts the team first,” he reckoned. 
“I don't really care about the goals and assists, who gets them. But the 
team needs to win and the team needs to do well.” 

The second eldest Oiler, Barrie had become part of the team's leadership 
core. Now, slowly, Ekholm will take the temperature of a maturing Oilers 
group, putting his experienced stamp on the Edmonton dressing room 
the way Duncan Keith did so well a year ago. 

He welcomes the role. 

“Being in the National Hockey League for a long time, you know how to 
conduct yourself. On the ice, but also off the ice,” he said. “I know they 
have a young Swedish defenseman there today [Philip Broberg]. I 
haven't met him yet, but I'm sure I'll try to help him out as much as I can. 

“That's just a part of who I am.” 

There is still some money in the kitty for a forward, likely on the right side 
with Puljujarvi gone. 

We would predict that general manager Ken Holland, who surely never 
listened to the criticism from fans who called him idle, will add one more 
player before Friday’s deadline. 

That addition, along with Ekholm, will give the Oilers every chance they 
need to match — or improve on — last year’s three-round playoff run. 

The Viking, for one, can’t wait for it. 

“This is the biggest opportunity I could ever receive in this stage of my 
career, to come to a team like this that has expectations of winning,” the 
father of two said. “That’s all I'm really focused on right now.” 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 03.01.2023 

1211340 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / What the Rangers get in blockbuster trade for future Hall 
of Famer Patrick Kane 

 

Jason Bukala and Rory Boylen 

February 28, 2023, 9:10 PM 

 

They did it. They actually did it. 

Nineteen days after trading for Vladimir Tarasenko to shore up their 
scoring on the right side, the Rangers somehow swung another deal for a 
superstar right winger -- acquiring Patrick Kane from the Chicago 
Blackhawks. 

When the Tarasenko trade was made earlier this month, it seemed like 
New York had made its big splash in the trade market. Kane, whose 
preferred destination was always the Big Apple, seemed resigned to the 
fact that this move wouldn't happen. 

"It's not like the happiest I've been to hear about a trade," an honest 
Kane said at the time. "I think the Rangers are a team that you definitely 
pay attention to and definitely are intrigued by, for obvious reasons." 

Did the Rangers become a better team with this trade? Absolutely. 
There's something of a super team forming up front, with an abundance 
of riches and potential line combinations. While Tarasenko made some 
sense to play opposite Artemi Panarin since the two were good friends 
and familiar with each other, Kane would be an intriguing player to put in 
that spot now, given his productive history with Panarin in Chicago. 

Down the middle, the Rangers boast Mika Zibanejad, Vincent Trocheck, 
and Filip Chytil as their top three options. On the left wing they have 
Panarin, Chris Kreider and first overall pick Alexis Lafreniere. On the 
right, it's Tarasenko, Kane and second overall pick Kaapo Kakko. 

That's a deep collection of talent that could pressure on offence. 

Did this trade address New York biggest need though? That's up for 
debate. 

The Rangers have the NHL's 11th-best offence averaging 3.30 goals per 
game, and their 22.7 per cent power play also ranks 11th. At 5-on-5, 
however, their expected goals rate ranks somewhat lower -- 21st in the 
league. These additions should help with that. 

New York's penalty kill, meantime, ranks 17th in the league and neither 
Kane nor Tarasenko will help that any great deal. The Rangers allow 
29.1 shots against per game, seventh-best in the league, and at 5-on-5 
have the 10th-best expected goals against rate per 60 minutes. They 
allow the 15th-most high danger chances per 60 minutes at 5-on-5, 
however, and often rely on their superstar goalie, Igor Shesterkin. 
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Time will tell if overloading on offensive firepower works out for the 
Rangers, as they try to get back to the Eastern Conference final, at least, 
for the second year in a row. 

Kane arrives with 16 goals and 45 points in 54 games, which counts as a 
down year for him in his career. But he's also motivated and on fire, 
scoring seven goals in his past four games. 

Sitting third in the Metro Division, New York's likely first round opponent 
is either the New Jersey Devils, who added Timo Meier, or the Carolina 
Hurricanes, who picked up Jesse Puljujarvi Tuesday, but who may have 
more moves up their sleeve. 

With a break down of the Kane deal to New York, we turn to our scout 
Jason Bukala... 

SCOUT'S ANALYSIS 

Before I wrote this, I took some time to survey the landscape in the 
Eastern Conference of the NHL. 

Consider the top 10 teams in the overall standings before Tuesday's 
games: 

Now consider the reality that four of the top six teams in the entire NHL 
will have to play against each other in the first round of playoffs. 

The New York Rangers have loaded up by adding Vladimir Tarasenko 
and Patrick Kane. The New Jersey Devils added Timo Meier. One of 
those two teams, if playoffs started today, would be eliminated in the first 
round. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs and Tampa Bay Lightning have also invested 
assets and draft capital in the lead-up to the trade deadline. One of those 
two teams will also go down in the first round of playoffs. 

It might be an anomaly -- I haven’t broken down the historical data -- but 
the fact the Western Conference is, on balance, more likely to see their 
top four teams have a better chance at advancing beyond the first round 
is something to take note of this season. 

To the Rangers-Blackhawks blockbuster... 

He’s a future Hall of Fame inductee. Kane’s has had an electric career 
and his stats speak for themselves. 

Before shutting things down in advance of the trade deadline, Kane was 
on an absolute heater. He scored an impressive seven goals and three 
assists in what turned out to be his last four games as a Blackhawk. He 
was motivated, and clearly wanted to send a message to any potential 
suitors (more specifically the New York Rangers) that he had lots to give 
still. And, perhaps more importantly, he let it be known that whatever 
nagging injury he has is something he can play through. 

There’s no question Kane can have an impact offensively. But it’s also 
important to take pause and recognize there are nights he is having a 
difficult time with the consistent “track meet” that is today’s NHL. Before 
that four-game scoring streak, Kane was held pointless for four games 
and was a minus-5 over that span. (The previous four games, before that 
pointless stretch, he produced four assists.) 

I’m trying to paint a realistic picture. When Kane is on, and playing up to 
speed, he contributes offensively and plays to his creative identity at 
even strength and the power-play. 

 

Eric Francis | @EricFrancis 

March 1, 2023, 2:07 AM 

 

CALGARY — Finding a way to lose what might have been the Calgary 
Flames’ best effort of the season, Nikita Zadorov was quick to point out 
nobody would feel sorry for them. 

Wrong. 

“My heart goes out to them, losing this hockey game,” said Boston Bruins 
coach Jim Montgomery, whose juggernaut squad rode the brilliance of 
Linus Ullmark to a 4-3 overtime win despite being outshot 57-20. 

Indeed, the Flames deserved a better fate. 

Give 'em credit, the Calgary Flames are finding creative new ways to 
break their own hearts. 

After Dan Vladar followed a template familiar to the team by allowing the 
first and fourth shots on goal to beat him, the team made a goalie and a 
script change in the second period. 

Battling back with three straight goals against the league’s best team, the 
Flames actually had a chance to complete their first third-period 
comeback win of the season. 

Alas, an ill-timed hit by Zadorov took two Flames out of a play the Bruins 
finished with a tap-in to tie it with five minutes left. 

In overtime, two Flames were caught behind their own net, leading to 
another easy finish with five seconds left, representing the sharpest 
dagger to Calgary’s chest to date. 

“We’ve been talking about it the whole year — we have 13 overtime 
losses, it can’t be worse,” said Zadorov, whose frustration showed when 
asked if the group was still confident. 

“I mean, doesn’t matter. 

“At this point of the year we’re struggling for our life. We’re still fighting. 

“It’s a grown men league. You can’t feel sorry for yourself. 

“It doesn’t matter how we are confidence-wise, nobody is going to feel 
sorry for us.” 

Flames fall to championship-caliber Bruins in overtime as Maple Leafs 
loom 

Indeed, the Flames have dug their own grave with a deadly combination 
of surprisingly horrid goaltending and a consistent inability to bury quality 
chances like the dozens they had Tuesday. 

Tuesday was as dramatic an example of it, with the same old result. 

“We’ve got to score goals — what else are we going to say?” said 
Zadorov, one of just three Flames with only one shot on goal: everyone 
else has at least two. 

“We created enough chances. We had 57 shots. We had two 
breakaways in overtime. 

“We had enough chances to finish the game. 

“It sucks to lose those games. Nobody here is happy (with) what’s going 
on.” 

Asked why this team keeps dropping games in which it badly outshoots 
the opposition, Darryl Sutter’s answer was bang on. 

“Tonight would be a bad goal, and not scoring a big goal,” said the 
coach, who was asked how demoralizing it is to see two soft goals go in, 
prompting him to pull Vladar after 20 minutes. 

“It was frustrating, but I thought our guys handled it pretty well. 

“Their freshest player (Ullmark, who was on the bench for Boston’s win in 
Edmonton a night earlier) played a great game for them.” 

Indeed, this year’s clear Vezina winner stole this one from the hosts. 

“Why do we have so many goalies come here and play so well against 
us?” asked Jonathan Huberdeau, who had one goal bounce in off a 
defender before passing up a golden chance to shoot in overtime. 

“I feel it happens a lot of time. 
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“Is it us that can’t find the back of the net, or the goalie that’s too good? 

“It’s a question we have to ask ourself.” 

His overtime opportunity came on a 2-on-1 that had everyone in the 
Dome anticipating the serial passer would indeed pass. 

With Jon Hamm sitting in the owner’s box next to Gary Bettman, even the 
actor would have suggested Huberdeau skip the dishes, as his pass 
landed right on the defenceman’s tape. 

“Usually I used to be able to make these plays and do a little saucer, but 
it went right to his stick,” lamented the struggling winger, whose club now 
sits five points back of tying for the final wild-card berth. 

“It’s a bad play. Obviously people are going to say, ‘shoot that.’ 

“But if I make a little saucer pass he has an open net. 

“I could have shot, but it didn’t happen. 

“It’s the kind of play that’s not going my way this year.” 

Nothing is. 

For him, or his team, which hasn’t been more evident this season than it 
was Tuesday. 

When he’s off, he’s really off. 

Conclusion 

Chicago keeps adding to their draft capital, which is a positive. They 
remain focused on their rebuild. I’m sure the organization would have 
liked to get more for Kane, but the reality is he was in control of deciding 
the next stop in his career. The Hawks obtained what they could in this 
deal. 

The Rangers add a Stanley Cup champion, proven playoff performer, 
and more importantly, a motivated Patrick Kane to their lineup. The 
bottom line is simple: New York is a better team with the addition of 
Kane. They haven’t sacrificed anyone from their lineup and the cost was 
affordable. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs trade Sandin to Capitals for Gustafsson, first-
round pick 

 

Luke Fox | @lukefoxjukebox 

February 28, 2023, 3:58 PM 

 

SEATTLE – The aggressiveness of contract-year Kyle Dubas has taken 
yet another step. 

For all the moving and shaking, cupboard stripping and draft-pick 
spending the Toronto Maple Leafs general manager has done over the 
past 11 days, in advance of the trade deadline, the one thing he went to 
great lengths not to touch was his active roster. 

Well, that changed Tuesday in Seattle, when Rasmus Sandin — not a 
mystery box — was pulled mid-practiced and dealt to the suddenly 
retooling Washington Capitals. 

In exchange, Dubas’s Leafs receive 30-year-old defenceman Erik 
Gustafsson and a 2023 first-round pick. (The pick was originally owned 
by the Boston Bruins and was flipped to Washington in the Dmitry Orlov-
Garnet Hathaway trade.) 

No salary was retained. 

Gustafsson, like Sandin, is a left shot. He is a 30-year-old impending 
unrestricted free agent with a modest $800,00 cap hit. 

Sandin, 22, carries a $1.4 million cap hit through 2023-24, at which point 
he will become a restricted free agent with arbitration rights. 

Maple Leafs' duo Sandin and Engvall say final goodbyes to teammates 

Dubas and Sandin’s camp tussled over his current contract over the 
summer, to the point where the young defenceman missed out on the 
beginning of training camp. 

Sandin was projected to be the Maple Leafs’ seventh defenceman come 
playoff time, just as he was last spring. 

Sandin has battled through multiple minor injuries this season, putting up 
four goals and a career-best 20 goals. 

Gustafsson had been enjoying an offensive resurgence in Washington. 
With seven goals — including a hat trick against Toronto on Dec. 17 — 
and 38 points, he instantly becomes the highest-scoring defenceman on 
Toronto’s roster. 

With time to spare before Friday’s deadline, Dubas could still make 
another significant move — and is now equipped with a first-round pick to 
do so. 

“Every year we’re in it, with where we're at right now, we have to give the 
team the best chance to win,” The GM said Monday. 

“How do we situate ourselves to best compete? Because just being a fun 
matchup and being fun to watch isn't good enough for us. It's trying to 
win.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / What the Oilers and Hurricanes get in cap-clearing Jesse 
Puljujarvi trade 

 

Jason Bukala and Rory Boylen  

February 28, 2023, 4:07 PM 

 

The Bison King is on his way to Carolina. 

Edmonton Oilers GM Ken Holland sent Jesse Puljujarvi to the Hurricanes 
Tuesday, for 22-year-old third-round prospect Patrik Puistola, the leading 
scorer for his Finnish League team. 

While the Oilers will hope Puistola pays off as an NHL player in time (he 
is not signed yet), the real reason to do this deal was to clear cap space 
for the trade deadline. Puljujarvi's $3 million just became too expensive 
for his bottom-six role and complete lack of offence, but instead of 
waiving him, the team gets an asset in return and full salary relief. 

With just 20 players on the roster, Edmonton's projected trade deadline 
cap space will now be roughly $4.35 million according to Cap Friendly. 
Holland noted, however, that he has something less than that to use in 
trade, since he'd rather have a 21- or even 22-man roster at least. 

"In my mind (the Puljujarvi trade) doesn't move $3 million it moves two 
and a quarter because if we're going to go from 20 players to 21 I need to 
have 750 (thousand) to get the 21st player on the books," Holland said. 
"I'm trying to get from 20 players to 21 players. We don't want to go with 
20 players the last 20 games." 
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This was the starting move of Edmonton's trade deadline plan, with at 
least one more acquisition to come, if not more. Edmonton's top need is 
for a defenceman, and they're in on all sorts of types, from depth guys to 
top-four defenders, and from rentals to players with term. 

Holland, who has shied away from trading a first-round pick for a rental in 
the past, said he was more open to that thought this season. 

"There's a few players out there we think would fit," Holland said. "Today 
I'm hoping was step 1." 

The Hurricanes, meantime, are swimming in cap space, still with over $7 
million available to them by Friday. They can still make a more impactful 
deal to follow those around them in the Eastern Conference, but in 
Puljujarvi they get another project player, the sort they've never shied 
away from in the past. 

While we wait and see what the Oilers -- and Hurricanes for that matter -- 
will do next, we turn to our scout Jason Bukala for his breakdown of the 
Puljujarvi trade from both sides. 

SCOUT'S ANALYSIS 

The Jesse Puljujarvi era has ended in Edmonton, nearly seven years 
after he was the fourth overall draft pick. 

Here’s my player breakdown on the deal: 

Carolina Receives 

• Jesse Puljujarvi 

Things obviously didn’t work out in Edmonton for Puljujarvi. But it wasn’t 
for a lack of effort on both sides. 

The Oilers were as patient as they could possibly be waiting for the 
player to find another level in his game. 

Puljujarvi could not have been more honest about his own struggles and 
lack of production. 

There were some positives to take out of Puljujarvi’s game this year, 
though. 

For example, his 112 hits show he is willing to play hard in the trenches 
and lean on opponents with his 6-foot-4, 201-pound frame. He will add 
another layer of physicality to the Hurricanes' forward group and 
becomes their second-most punishing forward behind Andrei 
Svechnikov’s 125 hits. 

The Hurricanes are a team that relies on balance more than super 
stardom throughout their lineup. The fresh start should be positive for 
Puljujarvi. He’s going to a contending team that will sit him down and 
outline their expectations for him. I expect him to play a full 200-foot 
game, finish his checks, and keep things simple. 

I’m noticing some opinions floating around the hockey universe following 
this trade, including some suggesting Puljujarvi could settle into his new 
home and, eventually, have the same kind of impact Valeri Nichushkin 
has had with the Colorado Avalanche. 

I have to give credit for the thought comparison. I understand the 
similarities between the two players and their struggles with the team that 
originally drafted them (Nichushkin – Dallas). 

A more recent example is Eeli Tolvanen in Seattle. The Nashville 
Predators waived their former first-round pick (30th overall in 2017) 
earlier this season, and Tolvanen has scored 10 goals and five assists in 
the 25 games since being claimed by the Kraken. 

The bottom line is anything is possible. 

‘I guess so’: Oilers’ Holland on whether trading Puljujarvi for a prospect 
was his only option 

Edmonton Receives 

• Patrik Puistola 

Puistola is the leading scorer for Jukurit in Finland's Liiga (Finland’s first 
division). He was originally selected by Carolina in the third round, 73rd 
overall in 2019. 

He averages between 16–20 minutes per game for Jukurit, and has 15 
goals and 38 points in 56 games. The bulk of his ice time comes at even 
strength and the first power-play unit. He has very rarely been deployed 
on the penalty kill. 

Puistola is quick in transition. He has a gear through the neutral zone. 
When he gets the edge his first instinct is to take an additional stride or 
two and fire the puck at the net in motion. In my opinion he has a shoot-
first mentality compared to being a playmaker. 

If the Oilers decide to sign Puistola, it’s going to take some time for him 
to adjust to the smaller ice. He will also have to pay better attention to 
detail defensively, but that’s an area of his game that can be coached in 
(he just has to buy in). 

CONCLUSION ON THE TRADE 

The Oilers have done well with this transaction. They open up valuable 
cap space and inherit a prospect with offensive upside. 

The Hurricanes are an excellent team. They have a specific plan in mind 
when drafting, signing, and trading for players and they feel Puljujarvi fits 
their mold. It’s hard for me to say it’s a win for the Hurricanes, at this 
stage. The Puljujarvi scenario will work its way out in time. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks Trade Deadline Preview: GM Allvin should try to 
stay active 

 

Iain MacIntyre | @imacSportsnet 

February 28, 2023, 3:45 PM 

 

VANCOUVER – Read these words carefully: the Vancouver Canucks 
lead the National Hockey League. In trades. 

Tuesday’s deal that sent Luke Schenn, who left the Toronto Maple Leafs 
11 years ago and didn’t miss a playoff series win while he was gone, 
back to centre of the hockey universe was the seventh trade orchestrated 
by rookie Canucks general manager Patrick Allvin since September. No 
other NHL team has been as active.  

Trading Schenn was not an easy thing for Allvin, and the return of a third-
round draft pick in June feels like the absolute minimum the Canucks 
should have considered for renting out their heart-and-soul defenceman, 
who badly wanted to finish his career close to home in Vancouver. 

“It's a hard decision for different reasons,” Allvin told reporters a month 
ago. “I have a lot of respect for Luke Schenn as a person and what he 
brings in terms of winning habits. I mean, he won two Cups (with Tampa) 
and he's a very attractive player in what he brings here day to day. So 
that's definitely a hard one for us, but we also understand that he's a 
UFA.” 

Maybe the Canucks can pull off the often-touted, seldom-executed trade-
and-resign switcheroo. But they need to get better, and Schenn was a 
slam dunk for getting them an asset to help the construction. 

And yet, Allvin is still just starting. He may pull off another deal before 
Friday’s deadline – or several trades based on the number of Canuck 
players trending on Twitter on the West Coast Tuesday afternoon.  
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The Canucks have a long way to go, as Allvin confirmed at his press 
conference in January when he hired Rick Tocchet to replace Bruce 
Boudreau as coach. So it’s seven trades and a coaching change. 

“He asked me if this was a quick fix,” Allvin said. “And for me, it's not a 
quick fix. Where we are, it's a lot of work that needs to be done here. 

“It's step by step, brick by brick. I'm really happy and proud of what we 
have accomplished off the ice. Changes are never easy. For me coming 
in here less than a year ago, looking over the structure of the hockey-
ops, looking into the personnel around the team and the players, right 
now, I'm really happy with this staff and my colleagues that we have and 
the vision we have moving forward here. Again, it's not going to be a 
quick fix. It's got to be a lot of work and a lot of bumps on the road here, 
(but) we'll get it right.” 

We can attest to the bumps in the road. The getting it right part will take 
longer to judge. 

Financials 

Projected deadline day cap space: $8.14 million 

Cap space committed to 2023-24: $79.2 million (before LTI) 

Needs 

The Canucks need right-side defencemen and at least two top-four blue-
liners, another centre, more team speed and physicality, players who can 
kill penalties, and greater prospect depth at all positions. 

Potential trade targets 

Draft picks 

With the Schenn trade, Allvin now possesses seven picks in the first four 
rounds of the 2023 entry draft – two in each of those rounds except the 
second, pending what happens to the top-12 protected first-rounder the 
New York Islanders committed to the Canucks in the Bo Horvat trade. 

Everyone in Canucks Nation would be happier if it was a second-rounder 
Leafs GM Kyle Dubas surrendered for Schenn. But then Toronto doesn’t 
actually have a second-rounder until 2026 and even Dubas isn’t 
desperate enough to give Vancouver the final pick of the first round that 
the Maple Leafs acquired Tuesday by sending Rasmus Sandin to 
Washington. 

Seven picks in four rounds is nice for the Canucks, but eight would be 
better. It had been a decade since the team’s prospects cupboard looked 
as barren as it did when this season began. Allvin needs draft picks, lots 
of draft picks. 

Jordan Greenway, LW, Minnesota 

Tocchet has mentioned several times the need for more “wall guys” and 
“inside” players with physical heft, and the mobile, six-foot-six Greenway 
certainly fits that need. He looked a couple of years ago like he was 
turning into a formidable, two-way, middle-of-the-lineup player for the 
Wild but has seen his average ice time fall this season to 13:22, and 
Greenway has just two goals and six points in 43 games. 

The drawback with Greenway, 26, is a contract that has two years 
remaining at $3 million. But the drawback with Canuck trade candidate 
Brock Boeser are the two more years he is owed at $6.65 million. Agent 
Ben Hankinson, empowered by Allvin in December to try to find a new 
home for Boeser, made it clear in an interview last week with The Athletic 
that he is trying to orchestrate a Minnesota homecoming for his client. 

“I think he fits perfectly,” Hankinson said of Boeser and the Wild, “a top-
six scoring wing, probably playing with (Matt) Boldy.” 

To make any Boeser trade happen, the Canucks are going to have to 
take back some salary. Greenway may not be a perfect fit, but he’s the 
kind of player Vancouver needs. 

Rasmus Kupari, C, Los Angeles 

The Canucks acknowledged their need for centres when they prioritized 
the position in the Horvat trade, getting 20-year-old pivot prospect Aatu 
Raty from the Islanders. But he alone doesn’t solve the shortage of 
centres in the organization. 

The Kings have so many centres that Kupari, a first-round pick from 
2018, appears to be getting pushed down by the glass ceiling in Los 
Angeles. The fourth-liner’s ice time of 9:57 is down two minutes from last 
season, and the Finn has the talent to play higher. Kupari has just three 
goals and 10 points in 45 games this season, but he can skate and kill 
penalties and is a right-handed faceoff man who has won 52 per cent of 
his draws. And at age 22, he fits the Canucks’ desired template of a 
talented prospect coming out of his entry-level contract (Ethan Bear, 
Vitali Kravtsov, Jack Studnicka) who needs a little more development and 
opportunity. 

Assets to trade 

Brock Boeser, RW 

No Canuck looks forward to March 4 more than Boeser, who has played 
with the public burden of uncertainty since agent Hankinson got involved 
three months ago in Allvin’s trade mission to move the right winger 
somewhere he can play more minutes and higher up the lineup. At 26 
and stalled annually by injuries, Boeser is still trying to match the 29 
goals he scored as a Calder Trophy runner-up five years ago. This 
season, he has 11 goals and a respectable 38 points in 52 games, but 
his defensive profile has cratered. He is a classic example of the good-
guy, talented player who has stagnated and needs a mid-career change. 

Everybody likes Boeser’s offensive ability, but few teams like his current 
contract -- a three-year, $20-million bridge deal that was signed last 
summer. Were his salary cut in half, Boeser probably would have been 
traded long ago. But as his agent noted when talking about a potential 
trade to the Wild, the Canucks would need to retain a big chunk of 
Boeser’s salary and, also, Allvin is reluctant to do that. And therein lies 
the rub. 

J.T. Miller, C/LW 

Through the magic and impermanence of digital journalism, this space in 
this story prior to Tuesday’s transaction described the attractiveness of 
Schenn as a trade chip. Since Allvin played that chip pretty much the 
moment this piece was posted on Sportsnet.ca, we’re changing on the fly 
and putting Miller here. Like Miller, we really don’t think he’s going to be 
traded. But everyone seems to have so much darn fun speculating about 
the Canucks’ second-best forward that it felt we’d be doing a disservice 
to readers not to include him. 

Miller is a big player with an equally big personality, and his emotional 
responses to almost everything that happens on the ice can be divisive. 
His season has been inconsistent, but the power forward is still on pace 
to finish with 27 goals and 74 points. And Miller has returned to top form 
under Tocchet, who has him working as hard defensively as Miller has 
ever worked. The problem is he carries a $56-million IOU with the seven-
year extension he signed with the Canucks last summer. Despite a 
mammoth media hype train ahead of the last deadline, Miller generated 
few serious trade offers from other teams even as he was on his way to a 
99-point season while on a bargain contract that had one year (this 
season) remaining. Now, in a lesser season for Miller, does it make 
sense that someone would be more eager to acquire him with a $56-
million extension kicking in next fall when the player will be 30 years old? 
Maybe. It’s the NHL. 

Tyler Myers, D 

Since Allvin was hired by hockey operations president Jim Rutherford 13 
months ago, they have talked about the need to shed salary and create 
some cap flexibility. So far, they have mostly failed at it, although 
Rutherford was adamant during a January press conference that the 
organization will do whatever it takes this summer to achieve some 
financial breathing room as the NHL roster is reconstructed. The biggest 
salary-cap drag, defenceman Oliver Ekman-Larsson, is currently injured 
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and with four more years at an annual cap charge to the Canucks of 
$7.26 million, is untradeable. The next biggest cap release valve is 
Myers, a 33-year-old who has regressed this season in Year 4 of a five-
year, $30-million contract he signed with previous GM Jim Benning. 

Myers still has his moments as an experienced defender, and we’ve seen 
with the introduction of better structure under Tocchet an uptick in the 
six-foot-seven blue-liner’s play. But the balance owed on his contract is a 
massive trade impediment, especially a $5-million bonus payment due in 
July, so the questions for Allvin are simple: How badly do you want to 
move Myers’ salary and what are you willing to surrender to achieve it? 
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TSN.CA / Dubas continues aggressive pursuit of competitive players on 
'whirlwind' day 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, 
who practised at the Kraken Community Iceplex in Seattle on Tuesday 
ahead of Wednesday’s game against the Oilers in Edmonton. 

Maple Leafs general manager Kyle Dubas paced back and forth along 
the glass while on the phone as players took the ice ahead of practice. It 
was the first on-ice session for the newly-acquired Jake McCabe and 
Sam Lafferty, but more moves were in the works.  

Rasmus Sandin was pulled off the ice midway through the workout. The 
defenceman, the first draft pick made by Dubas after he was named 
Toronto’s GM in 2018, was informed he'd been sent to the Washington 
Capitals.  

"What's the trade?" Mitch Marner asked reporters as he left the ice.  

The Leafs received Erik Gustafsson and Boston's first-round selection in 
the 2023 Draft in exchange for Sandin.  

Moments later news broke that winger Pierre Engvall had been traded to 
the New York Islanders in exchange for a third-round selection in the 
2024 draft. 

"I can't wait to check Twitter," Morgan Rielly said with a smile as he 
walked by the media.  

Dubas continued to have his phone glued to his ear as players filtered 
past him to the dressing room. 

"It's a bit of a whirlwind, obviously," said Auston Matthews. "Just a lot of 
moving parts right now so you just want to kind of take a breath and see 
what's going on. I still don't know everything, like all the details and stuff, 
because I feel like it just happened 20 minutes ago." 

Sandin and Engvall exchanged hugs with some of their now former 
teammates. Countryman William Nylander put his arm around Sandin 
and walked his friend and off-season training partner to the front of a 
building and a car waiting to whisk him away to the next stop in his 
career.  

"It's not ideal that things happen right in and around practice," admitted 
coach Sheldon Keefe, "but it's the nature of the beast here with this week 
being what it is." 

The trade deadline is Friday at 3 p.m. ET. 

"Kyle's been very aggressive and very active and I think has done a great 
job of getting things done early," Keefe said.  

In less than two weeks, Dubas has significantly altered the makeup of his 
group. After watching the core come up painfully short in six straight 
opening rounds of the playoffs, the general manager has sought to make 
this Leafs team even more playoff ready. Players with an edge have 
been brought in.  

"Kyle has looked at our team and has been really honest about it and 
tried to figure out ways that we can get better and he's been aggressive 
with it," Keefe said. "I don't think there's any doubt that we've improved in 
our depth and our competitiveness at both forward and defence."   

It's a risk to change the chemistry of a group that's fourth overall in the 
NHL, but this is a calculated risk.  

"It certainly does change the mix, but that's why you want to prioritize 
character people," Keefe said. "They do a lot of work to make sure that 
the character is going to be a fit, the personality is going to be a fit so, to 
that end, I think it makes it easier." 

In the final year of his contract, Dubas is betting his job on this group and 
he's making bold moves to support them.  

"We recognize the confidence and faith in us and, for us, we want to back 
him up and prove him right," said Matthews. "It's a two-way street." 

--- 

The first big move came on  Feb. 17 with centres Ryan O'Reilly and Noel 
Acciari being acquired from the St. Louis Blues.  

"O'Reilly coming in and Acciari coming, like, it's been so seamless," 
Keefe stressed. "In fact, I think they've really improved our environment 
just with their personalities and experience and confidence." 

The Leafs have won four of five games since the deal with the Blues.  

On Monday, Dubas made a trade with the Chicago Blackhawks to bring 
in defenceman McCabe and forward Lafferty. 

"Every guy we've brought in is a guy we got great confidence in that 
when the temperature rises they are going to continue to push, continue 
to play, continue to be themselves," said Keefe.  

On Tuesday, Dubas acquired defenceman Luke Schenn from the 
Vancouver Canucks in exchange for a third-round selection in the 2023 
draft.  

"Schenn's a guy who's been in the league, of course, a long time and is a 
former Leaf," Keefe said. "You know that he's a guy that is as competitive 
and physical as there is in the league and has great experience. 
Obviously, won a Stanley Cup, been a part of winning teams down there 
in Tampa, but has done a great job in Vancouver. Also, a guy that's spent 
time in the minors and worked his way back. Talking about character 
guys and team guys, just another great one. I haven't been able to talk to 
him yet, but Kyle talked to him and I think he’s really excited to be coming 
back to Toronto."  

Gustafsson, the other blueliner brought in on Tuesday, has produced 38 
points, which is more than any Leafs defenceman.  

"He's having a great season," noted Keefe. "He's a guy that's proven his 
ability to come in and help move the puck and play good on offence and 
help the power play." 

Keefe now has additional flexibility for what the Leafs hope will be a long 
run.  

"Between those two guys, they really increase our depth on defence and 
do it differently," Keefe said. "We have now insulation there for whatever 
the case may be in terms of injury or performance and adjustments to 
whatever the games might bring," Keefe said. "I just really like the depth. 
Two guys that increase the depth, experienced players, and they bring 
different things so no matter what we want to look like on a particular 
night we can utilize that." 
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Sandin, who didn't play in the series against Tampa last spring, was 
skating on the fourth pair at practice and projected to be a healthy 
scratch moving forward. 

---  

After playing 483 games over 10 seasons split between the Buffalo 
Sabres and Blackhawks, McCabe is finally on track to play in the Stanley 
Cup playoffs.  

"It's everything, really," the 29-year-old from Wisconsin said. "That's what 
this game's all about. Obviously, I haven't been able to get there. Just to 
be able to have a chance to play in the playoffs is very important to me. I 
got a ton of respect for this group and what they've done and what 
they've built here. I just want to fit in whatever way I can and help us 
win." 

McCabe doesn't have playoff experience, but he plays a game that 
should adapt well.  

"He's going to give his all every game," said Matthews, who played with 
McCabe at the 2016 World Championship. "A guy you want on your team 
and want to go to battle with so I'm really excited ... Caber's tough. He's 
physical. He's hard to play against. He definitely doesn't give you 
anything for free." 

"I'm not going to change the way I play," McCabe vowed. "I'm just 
defence first, have good gaps out there, good skating. You know, [I] 
make life miserable, make like hard on the other teams’ top players and 
just do whatever it takes to win every night. Block shots, do whatever it 
takes." 

McCabe skated alongside T.J. Brodie at practice.  

"It's an easy, natural fit any time somebody plays alongside Brodie so it's 
a good way to get him going here with us," Keefe said. "The fact both 
guys are strong defenders, both guys move the puck well, all those kind 
of things, it has the potential to be a real good pairing for us. So, to that 
end, thought it was a good way to start things here." 

Keefe plans to play McCabe with various partners down the stretch to 
gauge what works best. While the lefty McCabe can play on his off side 
and may see some shifts on the right, Keefe said they view him as a left-
side defenceman.  

McCabe is expecting a smooth transition to his third NHL home.  

"Going from the first team to the second team was probably the most 
difficult one just because you're in one place for so long," he said. "I've 
been around for enough now that I've played enough systems, you know, 
I'm comfortable enough in my own skin, comfortable enough in my own 
game that I feel confident in the way I can play."  

The Blackhawks played the Leafs twice this month, which gave McCabe 
a better sense of what this Leafs team is all about.  

"The back pressure is what really stood out to me," McCabe recalled. 
"From a defenceman's side of things, we try to break the puck out and 
the next thing you know you got two guys tracking back. The amount of 
speed that they play with, it's very difficult to play against and just so 
much high-end skill up front." 

Tuesday's practice was another reminder of that.  

"Taking 2-on-1s today, there's pucks going through my skate and stick, a 
lot of high-end players and it will be fun to get those guys the puck," 
McCabe said with a smile.  

--- 

What will Lafferty bring?  

"Speed, energy, some physicality and penalty killing and just whatever is 
asked of me," the 27-year-old said. "I hope I can help the team." 

"The thing that really stands out is his speed," said Keefe. "I mean, he's 
right up there with the fastest players in the league. He gets on top of you 

really quickly both ways whether that's on the forecheck or tracking 
coming back. He's a very competitive guy. When you got speed 
combined with competitiveness the way that he has it, it's a guy that can 
really make an impact on his shifts. He's another very versatile and 
important guy in our bottom six." 

Like McCabe, Lafferty feels his style of play will translate well to playoff 
hockey.  

"When it gets more physical that's when I tend to play my best," the 
Pennsylvania native said. "Yeah, I'm excited for it."  

Lafferty has already scored 10 goals this season, which is up from his 
career high of six set in the 2019-20 season with the Pittsburgh 
Penguins.  

"A little more opportunity," he explained, "just getting a little more 
confidence I think goes a long way." 

Lafferty skated as the right winger on the fourth line at practice alongside 
Acciari and Alex Kerfoot.  

"The culture they have here, you can tell right away, it's a winning 
culture," Lafferty observed. "It's all business. It's the way we practice. 
Yeah, it's just the feeling I get. They've had a lot of success and I want to 
help them with that." 

ContentId(1.1925117): Lafferty looking to bring 'speed, energy, some 
physicality' to the Leafs 

--- 

McCabe and Lafferty arrived in the late afternoon on Monday and 
immediately got invited to a Bruce Springsteen concert by their new 
teammates.  

"Honestly, it was the perfect set up," said McCabe. "The boys had some 
tickets so to get in an environment like that, get to know the guys, is 
perfect. Fun night ... Guys are having a good time and to have a couple 
beers with the fellas, it's nice."  

"It's easy to get them right in there," Matthews said. "Get to know each 
other and have fun and welcome them with open arms." 

Matthews proudly wore a Springsteen toque during his media availability.  

"I've never seen Springsteen live and I was pretty blown away," the 
Arizona native said.   

"It's crazy, man," raved McCabe. "That guy just keeps going. Three hours 
straight and this guy wasn't even sweating. He was just ripping out there. 
It was awesome."  

"He's still got it, that's for sure," agreed Lafferty. "He played 'Thunder 
Road' at the end and that was pretty special." 

With the new players now in the fold, the Leafs are hoping Glory Days lie 
ahead. 

ContentId(1.1925124): Bruce Springsteen concert helps exhilarate 
bonding process for Leafs' newcomers 

--- 

The Leafs face a stiff test on Wednesday as they face the Edmonton 
Oilers for the first time this season. Connor McDavid leads the league 
with 50 goals in 61 games.  

"I mean, he's obviously a freak," said Matthews. "I don't think there's too 
many words to really describe what he's doing and what he's been doing. 
It's been impressive to watch. Tomorrow will be a good challenge for us." 

Ilya Samsonov departed practice early and is expected to start on 
Wednesday.  

ContentId(1.1925126): Matthews discusses 'freak' McDavid hitting 50-
goal mark in 61 games 
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TSN.CA / Morning Coffee: Can any team stop the Avs in the West? 

 

Domenic Padula 

 

The Colorado Avalanche were +450 to win the Stanley Cup at FanDuel 
when the season started. 

You can find them at +650 to win it all this morning. That price might not 
last very much longer. 

In case you missed it, the defending Stanley Cup champions beat the 
Vegas Golden Knights 3-0 last night for their sixth straight win. 

Colorado improved to 14-2-2 dating back to Jan. 14. 

The Avs are now just three points back of the Golden Knights for the best 
record in the Western Conference. 

In Monday’s column, I highlighted the fact that six of the top seven teams 
in the Stanley Cup futures market at FanDuel reside in the Eastern 
Conference. 

Here’s my question this morning: Can any team stop Colorado in the 
West? 

The Avalanche remain the favourite to win the Western Conference at 
FanDuel. 

At this point, I’m willing to take a chance on Colorado to win the Western 
Conference at +300 odds. 

This is the Morning Coffee for Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2023. 

Can any team stop the Avalanche in the West? 

It took just 14 seconds for Mikko Rantanen to open the scoring versus 
Vegas. He added another goal in the second to cash the 2+ goals prop at 
FanDuel. 

Alexander Georgiev stopped all 31 shots that he faced in the victory. 

With last night’s win over the Golden Knights, the Avalanche improved to 
7-0-1 in their past eight games dating back to Feb. 11. 

That’s their longest point streak this season. 

Colorado’s current run includes wins over the Edmonton Oilers, 
Minnesota Wild, Calgary Flames, Winnipeg Jets and Vegas. 

Those five teams are all among the top seven choices to win the Western 
Conference. 

Perhaps the most interesting aspect of Colorado’s hot streak is the fact 
that the roster still isn’t at full strength. 

Cale Makar is out with a concussion. Gabriel Landeskog hasn’t played a 
game yet this season but is expected to be back before the playoffs. 

The Avalanche acquired Jack Johnson from the Chicago Blackhawks on 
Sunday, and they might not be done adding to their roster before Friday’s 
trade deadline. 

If Colorado can add another impact player before the deadline, then get 
Landeskog and Makar back for the postseason, will any team be able to 
prevent the Avs from getting back to the Stanley Cup Final? 

At this point, I believe the answer is no, and I believe that sentiment is 
reflected in the current Stanley Cup odds. 

The Avalanche are +650 to win it all. 

The Oilers are available at more than double those odds at +1400 to win 
the Stanley Cup as the second choice out of the West. 

Give me Colorado to win the West at +300. I don’t think that price will last 
much longer at FanDuel. 

McDavid reaches 50-goal milestone 

Connor McDavid scored twice against the Boston Bruins last night to 
reach the 50-goal mark for the first time in his career. 

Unfortunately, it wasn’t enough for Edmonton as the Bruins beat the 
Oilers 3-2. 

Edmonton fell to 2-3-3 over its past eight games, which includes 
regulation losses to the Montreal Canadiens and Columbus Blue Jackets. 

While McDavid is in a class of his own, I can’t help but feel like the pieces 
around him aren’t going to be able to help propel Edmonton to the 
Stanley Cup, with a rematch against the Avalanche potentially on the 
horizon. 

Sens enter Eastern Conference playoff picture 

Here come the Ottawa Senators in the Eastern Conference. 

Claude Giroux led the way with four points as the Senators beat the 
Detroit Red Wings 6-2 last night. 

With the win, Ottawa is now just five points back of the final wild-card 
spot with 23 regular-season games left to play. 

As it stands right now, FanDuel has the Senators at +1180 to make the 
playoffs. Ottawa to miss the playoffs is -2400. 

The Senators can help their chances with another win in a rematch 
against the Red Wings tonight. 

Ottawa opened as a -142 money line favourite at FanDuel. 
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