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“It should be interesting.” NHL teams use trades to gear up for stretch run, playoffs 

By Chip Alexander 

With the NHL trade deadline set Friday at 3 p.m., the 
Carolina Hurricanes have added a forward who was a former 
first-round pick in Jesse Puljujarvi and a veteran defenseman 
in Shayne Gostisbehere to help bolster their depth. 

Are the Canes done? 

While there has been a flurry of trade activity in the league 
this week, there still could be some NHL surprises. Canes 
president and general manager Don Waddell, who did not 
travel with the team this week for two road games, remained 
in his office Thursday, fielding calls. 

The Metropolitan Division has continued to see an influx of 
talent the past few days — Patrick Kane to the New York 
Rangers the biggest of the moves. The Boston Bruins, who 
have the NHL’s best record and lead the Atlantic, added to 
their mix Thursday, picking up forward Tyler Bertuzzi from 
the Detroit Red Wings as they deal with a couple of recent 
injuries to their forward group. 

Carolina’s lead in the Metro was shaved to one point 
Wednesday night when the Canes lost 3-2 to Vegas and the 
New Jersey Devils pulled closer by winning their shootout of 
a road game in Colorado, 7-5. 

“We know we’ve got a tough division,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said this week. “The East is really tough. 
They’re doing what they have to do, I guess, to get that little 
bit better. 

“It is what it is. We knew it would be tough, regardless. It 
should be interesting.” 

Gostisbehere should be available Friday when Carolina 
plays at Arizona. It will be a quick, if quirky, turnaround for 
Gostisbehere, who will basically switch locker rooms, from 
the Coyotes’ to the Canes’ room in Mullett Arena after the 
trade Wednesday by Arizona. “He’s there, so I would 
assume we would be able to slide him in,” Brind’Amour said 
Thursday. 

Brind’Amour said Wednesday he did not know when 
Puljujarvi would be available. The Finnish forward, traded by 
Edmonton, must obtain a work visa.  

There’s also the matter of where the two new players will fit. 
Gostisbehere, a left-hand shot, should be used on the third 
defensive pair with Jalen Chafield and could replace Brady 
Skjei as the power-play quarterback on the Canes’ second 
unit. 

“You can never have enough depth on defense and we know 
he’s got an offensive flair,” Brind’Amour said. “We’ll see how 
it all works out, but we should be able to slide him in on the 
power play. He should be able to help-us in that area, which 
is an area we want to get better at.” 

Puljujarvi, a first-round pick by the Oilers in 2016, likely will 
be slotted on the fourth line being centered by Paul Stastny. 
Stefan Noesen and Derek Stepan have been the wingers on 
that line. 

After ending their two-game road trip, the Canes return to 
PNC Arena on Sunday for a 3 p.m. game against Tampa 
Bay. The Lightning made a key trade acquisition, picking up 
forward Tanner Jeannot from Nashville, and Wednesday 
sent forward Vladislav Namestnikov to San Jose for Mikey 
Essyimont. 

‘An interesting time’ 

Trade deadline days can be both a bit crazy and extremely 
stressful as Skjei knows well. He lived it. On Feb. 24, 2020, 
Skjei was a member of the Rangers and having coffee in 
New York with his then-fiancee when the 3 p.m. deadline 
passed. Drafted by the Rangers, he signed a six-year 
contract in July 2018. No worries. 

“Then,” he said, “I refreshed Twitter.” “At 3:15, it was saying 
‘Traded to Carolina.’ Twenty seconds later, my agent called, 
saying the trade call came in late (to the league).” 

Skjei rushed back to his apartment, packed a bag and flew to 
Raleigh. The next night, he was in the Canes’ lineup. “It was 
stressful, but the quickest way to stop thinking about it is 
getting back to hockey,” he said. “Luckily, I had a really 
smooth experience, just with the guys we have here. They 
helped me out and it was a pretty easy locker room to come 
into.” 

Canes captain Jordan Staal, in an interview Tuesday, said 
that it would be important to make the transition just as 
smooth for anyone the team might add — a half-hour later, 
the Puljujarvi trade with Edmonton was announced. 

“If you want to go far, you have to care for each other, and 
get to know each other and be ready to battle for each 
other,” Staal said. “That’s a big part of we do here, and if 
someone new comes in the room I believe they will fit right in 
and be accepted as part of the family. 

“It’s an interesting time. There are always mixed emotions 
around this time of year.” 

And after the deadline passes? “It’s on from there, right?” 
Staal said. “It’s the push to where you want to go.
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Preview: March 3 at Arizona 

Canes visit Mullett Arena for the first time as they close out 
their two-game trek west 

By Walt Ruff 

TEMPE, AZ. - The Carolina Hurricanes hope to snap a two-
game skid Friday as they take on the Arizona Coyotes. 

Canes Record: 39-12-8 (86 Points, 1st, Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 3-2 Loss to the Vegas Golden Knights on 
Wednesday, March 1 

Coyotes Record: 21-31-9 (51 Points, 7th, Central Division) 

Coyotes Last Game: 4-2 Loss to the Dallas Stars on 
Wednesday, March 1 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS THIS SEASON 

Wednesday, November 23: Karel Vejmelka stops all 36 
shots faced, blanking the Canes 4-0 on home ice the night 
before American Thanksgiving. 

NEWS & NOTES 

Last Time Out: The Canes had an atypical effort Wednesday 
night in Sin City, marred by "inconsistencies and mental 
lapses" in the words of players and coaches post-game. A 
must-see tally from Martin Necas tied the game in the 
second and a redirection from Jordan Staal made it a 2-2 
game late in the third, but Vegas was able to get the game-
winner inside the final four minutes to take the 3-2 victory. 

New Face, Same Place?: After being acquired Wednesday 
afternoon from the Arizona Coyotes, tonight's opponent, 
Shayne Gostisbehere could make his Canes debut this 
evening. A smooth skating and puck-moving defenseman, 
the new #41 is also eventually expected to play a part in the 
team's power play. 

Deadline Day: The NHL's Trade Deadline is set for 3 p.m. ET 
on Friday. 

First-Timers: Mullett Arena will be the 71st different venue at 
which Hartford/Carolina has played a regular-season game 
and the 49th different regular-season venue in Canes 
history. 

Dude, Where's My Call?: For the first time in franchise 
history the Canes have gone without a power play twice in 
their last four games. The team has had a total of just 19 
power plays in their last 10 games, despite the league 
average being over three power plays per team, per night. 
They've also had two or fewer chances on the man 
advantage in seven of their last 10 games played. 

Road Warriors: Despite Wednesday's loss, the Hurricanes 
have earned a point in 18 of their last 20 road games 
(November 14 - March 1; 13-2-5), and their .813 road points 
percentage since 11/29 (12-2-2) trails only Boston for the 
league lead over that span.  

"Top Six" Shuffle: Prior to their win over Montreal on 
February 16, Rod Brind'Amour and staff made a tweak to 
two of their lines, swapping Andrei Svechnikov and Teuvo 
Teravainen. Those two, who have been playing on the left 
wing, along with their linemates of Sebastian Aho, Seth 
Jarvis, Jesperi Kotkaniemi, and Martin Necas, have 
combined to produce 34 points in six games since the 
switch. 

On The Other Side: Despite having a 2-0 first period lead 
over the Stars on Wednesday, the Coyotes allowed four 
unanswered and suffered a 4-2 defeat. It has been another 
season of starting over in the desert, as the team has once 
again positioned its approach to the future, moving key 
pieces out of their lineup for assets in upcoming years. In 
terms of the group that they have on the ice now, a big 
challenge for the team has been getting pucks on net. Thus 
far this season they've registered an average of just 25.7 
shots per night, a league-low. The average of 35.4 shots 
against per game that they are allowing is the second-most 
in the NHL. 

INJURY UPDATES 

- Forward Ondrej Kase has been in concussion protocol 
since October 13. He intermittently took part in team 
practices and morning skates in December and January, but 
has not participated in any since the All-Star break in early 
February. 

- Forward Max Pacioretty tore his Achilles tendon for the 
second time in six months on January 19. He has been 
placed on injured reserve and there is no timetable for his 
return. 

ADDITIONAL GAME INFORMATION 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes will be wearing their 
white sweaters with their white helmets. 

AFTER THE FINAL HORN 

The Canes will stay in Arizona post-game and fly back to 
Raleigh on Saturday. They'll then get right back to game 
action on Sunday at PNC Arena against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 
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How the Eastern Conference took over the trade deadline 

By Greg Wyshynski 

I recently asked a Western Conference veteran for his take 
on the 2023 NHL trade deadline. 

"The East is insane. That's my take." 

It was as accurate and succinct a recap as one could apply 
to the days leading up to Friday, March 3, during which the 
West essentially became a feeder system for the East. 

The New York Islanders got the fun started by acquiring Bo 
Horvat from Vancouver. The New York Rangers added 
Chicago's Patrick Kane and Vladimir Tarasenko from St. 
Louis. The New Jersey Devils won the derby for San Jose's 
Timo Meier. The Toronto Maple Leafs brought on the Blues' 
Ryan O'Reilly and about a dozen defensemen. The Carolina 
Hurricanes brought over Jesse Puljujärvi (Edmonton) and 
Shayne Gostisbehere (Arizona). The Tampa Bay Lightning 
beefed up with Nashville's Tanner Jeannot, and the 
Pittsburgh Penguins added the Predators' Mikael Granlund. 
For some reason. 

Then the East got really silly Wednesday: The Ottawa 
Senators won the yearlong competition to land Arizona's 
Jakob Chychrun, to the shock of the hockey world. If the 
Senators aren't true contenders this season -- they have a 
17% chance of making the playoffs, per Money Puck -- they 
at least join the Buffalo Sabres and Detroit Red Wings in 
being part of the next wave. 

"It's absolutely insane how all these teams are loading up," 
the Western Conference player said. "It almost reminds me 
of rich guys at the country club. They all want to show who's 
got the biggest watch. It's hard not to try and keep up." 

That's just the interconference action. The Boston Bruins 
stayed within the East to add Dmitry Orlov from the Capitals 
to the best team in the NHL this season. 

The East is an absolute meat grinder right now, but these 
things are cyclical. We're not even five years removed from 
the Western Conference having "a mind-boggling number of 
Stanley Cup contenders that are engaging in an arms race 
for supremacy," which is how I described it in a column from 
September 2018. 

That was during a time of "West-calation" when a galaxy of 
stars were moved around the conference over the course of 
several months. That's when the Golden Knights added Paul 
Stastny and Max Pacioretty, while the Blues brought in Ryan 
O'Reilly. They joined players such as Kane, Artemi Panarin, 

Brent Burns, Matthew Tkachuk, Johnny Gaudreau, 
Tarasenko and Patrik Laine. 

They're all in the East now. 

All of them. 

The Eastern Conference playoffs were already going to be a 
battle royale, what with the Maple Leafs and Lightning and 
the Devils and Rangers destined for opening-round series. 
Those four teams, and everyone else, are the undercard for 
the Bruins, a team currently chasing the NHL records for 
wins and points in the regular season. 

We were already buying a ticket to this Stanley Cup playoffs 
show; after the deadline, there are even more stars listed on 
the marquee to make it must-see. 

"You don't make trades for entertainment purposes, even 
though it generates a tremendous amount of interest. But in 
this case, it's going to make for a really exciting finish to the 
season and playoffs," one NHL general manager said. "So 
for the sport, it's like, f---, we got some great teams. It's so 
exciting." 

Boston Bruins 

Pete Blackburn had my favorite line after the Bruins' trade: 

Players have a funny way of getting a lot better when they 
join the Bruins. GM Don Sweeney deserves some flowers for 
his patience. He knew what he needed to make a Chychrun 
trade work and moved on when he didn't get it. Rather than 
trading for Columbus defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov as a 
consolation prize, he waited just long enough for the Capitals 
to get into "everything must go" mode and landed Orlov and 
a terrific depth forward in Garnet Hathaway. 

The trade for Tyler Bertuzzi on Thursday was just as shrewd. 
He was a top-line left wing with the Red Wings, coming off a 
30-goal season. In the true Bruins tradition, he's an absolute 
pain-in-the-Back Bay to play against. Injury concerns for 
Taylor Hall played into this one. The Bruins are leaving 
nothing to chance. 

The rich got richer. The best got better. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

The O'Reilly trade was the table-setter for a series of other 
upgrades for GM Kyle Dubas, who acquired forward Sam 
Lafferty and defensemen Jake McCabe, Erik Gustafsson and 
Luke Schenn. It came at a cost -- the Leafs have just three 
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picks in this year's draft and don't have a second-round pick 
for the next four seasons. 

One former NHL player I spoke with was a little skeptical of 
the approach. 

"I think Leafs have done too much. It's basically nine new 
players since they picked up Conor Timmins last November," 
he said. "I've seen too many teams load up at playoffs and 
then you have disgruntled players if they're being sat." 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Lightning GM Julien BriseBois made one of the most 
controversial trades of the deadline when the Bolts sent Cal 
Foote and five draft picks to the Nashville Predators for 
Jeannot. I don't think I've come across a larger divide 
between public perception and what people inside the league 
think about the same trade. 

"I like the fact [BriseBois] looked at his team and said, 'What 
are these picks going to yield?'" a general manager said. 
"They're going to pick in the 20s. At that point in the draft, 
unless you really hit on something, it yields a second-pairing 
guy or a bottom-six guy at best." 

Carolina Hurricanes 

The Hurricanes have one of the smartest, most data-driven 
front offices in the NHL. Their acquisition of Puljujärvi from 
the Edmonton Oilers was classic Hurricanes -- would it shock 
anyone if they find a way to unlock his potential? 

Shayne Gostisbehere isn't Chychrun, but he thankfully also 
isn't John Klingberg, with whom the Hurricanes had been 
linked. Ghost Bear is a left-shot defenseman who plays the 
right side. Will he get the Jaccob Slavin bump? 

New Jersey Devils 

Timo Meier is such a game-changer for the Devils, full stop. 
He brings physicality on the wing that they lack. He brings a 
goal scorer's touch to the top six and on the power play. 

I especially love the fact that he's been through some 
postseason rivalry wars with the Sharks, which will come in 
handy when the Devils inevitably play the Rangers. Speaking 
of which ... 

New York Rangers 

If I'm being honest, I think the best way to use Kane isn't 
across from Artemi Panarin. I'd rather see him with Mika 
Zibanejad, who hasn't really clicked with Tarasenko yet. But 
I'd much rather see him down the lineup with Filip Chytil. 

Remember those Penguins Stanley Cup champion squads 
that had Phil Kessel on the third line? That's the kind of 
balance Kane could bring to this lineup. But it's a good 
problem to have. 

New York Islanders 

Horvat has eight points in 12 games with the Islanders. 
They're maintaining a playoff spot without Mathew Barzal in 
the lineup. More than a few people I've spoken with think the 
Islanders can be a real problem for someone in the playoffs, 
with Ilya Sorokin and the way their roster is built. Horvat is 
helping them get there. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

OK, they're not all winners. The Granlund trade underscores 
the essential problem with the Penguins right now, which is 
that they're not good enough to contend for a championship 
and either don't have the assets to dramatically improve or 
are reluctant to part with them. The Penguins' plan appears 
to be playoff qualification and then hopes and prayers. 
Contrast that with what their rivals down in Washington are 
doing and which team is in a better position to contend next 
season. 

But the Penguins believe they have a chance to win. So do 
the other teams contending in the East that improved 
themselves through any means necessary before the 
deadline. 

"I like the approach. That's the kind of approach I would have 
too if we had a team in the playoff picture and had a 
legitimate chance of contending for the Cup. I'd be all-in," 
said Columbus GM Jarmo Kekalainen, one of the few sellers 
in the East. 

He's been there himself before, like in 2019, when it was the 
Blue Jackets who were "all-in" with moves like the Matt 
Duchene trade. That earned them a first-round stunner over 
the Lightning before they bowed out in the second round to 
Boston. 

"You do everything you can in a year when you have a 
chance to win the Cup. That's what we're all here for," 
Kekalainen said. 

The Eastern Conference is the embodiment of that mindset. 

Call it an arms race. Call it a gamble. Call it "insane," as that 
one player did. We'll call it one of the most exhilarating trade 
deadlines of the salary cap era, which could lead to one of 
the most memorable Eastern Conference postseasons the 
NHL has ever seen. 
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Latest on Brock Boeser, Erik Karlsson and more trade buzz 

By Emily Kaplan  
 
There have been 25 trades in the NHL over the past five 
days -- and the trade deadline is not until 3pm ET on Friday. 
The hockey world is operating at warp speed right now, so 
it's been hard to process all of the changes, such as David 
Poile, the architect of the Nashville Predators for as long as 
they've existed, stepping down and Barry Trotz stepping in. 
It's all happening in a year where league executives claimed 
they'd be hamstrung by the stagnant salary cap. 
 
"It's been an unexpected level of activity to say the least," 
one NHL general manager said. "We're operating like we're 
the NBA right now. It's nuts." And over the next 24 hours, 
things show no sign of truly shutting down. 
 
Here are a few things I'm hearing: 
 
Unexpected sellers 
 
When I asked general managers for theories why teams 
have been particularly transaction-happy, I heard one 
common refrain. Three teams that typically are going for it 
this time of year -- St. Louis, Nashville, Washington -- pivoted 
to being sellers, despite being within varying reaches of 
playoff position. 
 
The Predators, who never found a consistent groove 
following their 2017 Stanley Cup Final appearance, are 
looking to tear it down to reset. As Nashville transitions its 
leadership, the team has let the league know that there are 
only three untouchables on the roster: captain Roman Josi, 
goaltender Juuse Saros and recently-extended Filip 
Forsberg. Make a good offer on anyone else, and they'll 
listen. Trotz is going to get a much cleaner slate with a ton of 
draft capital. 
 
As for St. Louis and Washington? It's a different approach. 
Both general managers are looking for a quicker re-tool. The 
Blues were among the teams looking into Jakob Chychrun. 
Expect St Louis GM Doug Armstrong to be active over the 
summer, using his new-found assets to find players in their 
mid-20s, creating a new core around Robert Thomas and 
Jordan Kyrou. 
 
The Caps felt they were chasing because of injuries all 
season. So GM Brian MacLellan cut bait. It's the first time in 
MacLellan's tenure that he's had to be a seller, and admitted 
to me that none of it has been easy for him. But the 
organization made a promise to Alex Ovechkin that they 
would try to be contenders through his current contract (three 
more years) and MacLellan will do everything he can to 
make sure they're in better position to start next year. 
Rasmus Sandin was the first addition, and expect more 
before next season. 
 
Karlsson staying put? 
 
The San Jose Sharks put in a good faith effort to trade Erik 
Karlsson, and the defenseman -- who is having a resurgent 

season -- was open to it. But ultimately a deal just never 
materialized; Karlsson's $11.5 million salary through 2026-27 
was too complicated for any team to make work. 
 
The furthest the Sharks got sounds like it was with the 
Edmonton Oilers. Edmonton had been looking for a puck-
moving defenseman and wanted Karlsson -- but wanted San 
Jose to retain close to 50% of his salary, which became a 
sticking point. Edmonton then traded for Mattias Ekholm. 
 
With no other trade proposals matriculating for Karlsson, he 
will stay put for now. But expect San Jose to re-engage in 
trade talks over the summer. 
 
Boeser next out of Vancouver? 
 
Brock Boeser's name has circulated in trade rumors for 
years. But he admitted to reporters in Vancouver on 
Wednesday that this time it feels different. Behind the 
scenes, the Canucks and Boeser have agreed, it would be 
best for the winger to get a fresh start. A ton of teams have 
showed interest in Boeser, who has always had a knack for 
scoring -- but teams have also balked at his salary: $6.65 
million through 2024-25. 
 
From teams I've talked to, the Canucks are open to retaining 
some salary if it nets a good return, and have even talked 
about including other draft capital in a deal. As of this week, 
it seemed like a 50/50 proposition if Boeser got traded before 
Friday, or over the summer. 
 
Smaller moves could pay off for Carolina 
 
The Carolina Hurricanes were open to making a big splash. 
With Max Pacioretty on LTIR they are the rare serious 
contender with serious cap space. They looked into replacing 
Pacioretty. Carolina made what was described to me as a 
"very good" offer for Timo Meier, but ultimately didn't win 
those sweepstakes. They were also in on the Chychrun 
talks. They then pivoted to depth adds at good costs. Shayne 
Gostisbehere, who had rehabbed his game in Arizona after 
flaming out in Philadelphia, was a consolation for Chychrun. 
The Canes felt comfortable going against their typical policy 
of no rentals for the low acquisition cost (a 2026 third round 
pick) and know Gostisbehere helps their power play. 
 
I also wouldn't sleep on Jesse Puljujarvi, who the Canes got 
from Edmonton, as a breakout candidate in the playoffs. The 
24-year-old is as clear a "needs a change of scenery" 
candidate as you'll find. Puljujarvi's attributes -- aggressive 
forechecker, good skater -- will fit into Carolina's style. The 
Canes dump the puck more than every other team, and their 
success is predicated on work. With four other Finnish 
players on the roster, it will be a welcoming culture after six 
years under a harsh spotlight in Edmonton. 
 
More on Kane to New York 
 
While plenty of teams were interested in Patrick Kane, the 
winger made it known to his camp: If he moved, he only 
wanted to go to New York. And so, even after GM Chris 
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Drury traded for Vladimir Tarasenko, they pushed behind the 
scenes to create a path for Kane to New York. I've been told 
that Kane was more emotional than he expected as he came 
to grips with leaving Chicago, something he never had 
envisioned doing before this year. In giving Chicago just one 
destination, he significantly lowered the potential return for 
the Blackhawks. 
 
Team CEO Danny Wirtz wrote a letter to team employees 
following the trade. "These decisions are tough," Wirtz wrote. 
"And I commend Kyle [Davidson] and his team for their 
leadership in navigating this challenging trade deadline." 
 
For his part, Kane had to do what was best for him. He 
wanted to play his entire career in Chicago, and that was no 
longer realistic. There were never formal extension talks 
between Kane and management, but he understood the 
Blackhawks preferred to create separation from their 
dynastic years so they could go full steam ahead on the 
rebuild. 

 
Next steps in Philadelphia 
 
The Flyers have begun to talk openly about their rebuild, 
beginning with the letter John Tortorella sent to fans earlier 
this month. Their message has clarified: They need to build 
the team, getting younger with more talented players, period. 
That's going to take time. So while they're not gutting the 
team -- young players like Owen Tippett, Cam York and 
Noah Cates are likely sticking around -- they are going to 
need to make changes. 
 
The question is, what changes? There was some momentum 
to look for a trade for Kevin Hayes, but I think even if the 
Flyers retain salary, there's a limited market at this point in 
the week. They've been trying to move Ivan Provorov, but no 
deal has materialized yet. James van Riemsdyk, a pending 
unrestricted free agent, is the most likely Flyer on the move. 
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Canes Country’s 2023 Trade Deadline Central 

The NHL’s annual player acquisition bazaar wraps up today, 
but have we already seen the majority of the action? 
By Brian LeBlanc 
A thought experiment: if every kid in a class turns in their 
homework prior to the deadline, does the deadline really 
mean all that much in the first place? 
 
The NHL is about to find out. A wild week of trades with big 
names moving and salary cap space getting dumped all over 
the place might mean that today’s trade deadline is a far cry 
from the frenzy that we normally see every year at 3:00 on 
deadline day. 
 
I mean, Joel Edmundson is #3 on the TSN trade bait board, 
and no disrespect intended to the former Hurricanes 
defenseman, but if Joel Edmundson is one of the biggest 
names left on the market, you could say that the pickings are 
a bit slim. 
 
In other words, get ready for a lot of talk about deals that 
have already happened. Which, to be fair, isn’t the worst 

thing in the world — ten years ago there was literally nothing 
to talk about and the first deal of the day involved two minor 
leaguers. So, yeah, talking about week-old deals in that 
context certainly is an improvement. 
 
The Hurricanes have a little more than $2.5 million in cap 
room after their acquisitions of Shayne Gostisbehere and 
Jesse Puljujarvi. So, while Tom Dundon and Don Waddell 
said they expected the Canes to be “aggressive” leading up 
to the deadline, it seems exponentially more likely that they 
won’t make a deal for the sake of making one given who is 
off the board now. Of course, we said that three years ago 
on deadline day as well, and all they did was stun the world 
by picking up Vincent Trocheck and Brady Skjei. 
 
We’ll be around all day with updates if and when the Canes 
make any deals. In the meantime, play nice in the 
comments, and enjoy the circus that is Canadian TV 
coverage of the deadline.
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Eichel takes advantage of gaps in Carolina’s play, Canes fall 3-2 to Golden Knights 

By Sam Overton 

The Carolina Hurricanes lost a crucial game on the West 
Coast, falling to the Vegas Golden Knights 3-2 on 
Wednesday, March 1. Although center Jordan Staal’s tying 
goal late in the third boded well for a potential comeback, 
Carolina failed to get off the ground in a high-stakes match. 

“We had a great third period,” said head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. “We did everything we had to do to get back in 
it there, and I think we gave up two or three shots the whole 
period. Unfortunately, we … went to sleep just for a second, 
and it’s in the back of your net. Tough — we had a good start 
to the game, a little low in the second.” 

With the win, Vegas fended off a challenge from the Dallas 
Stars for first place in the Western Conference. Alternatively, 
Carolina’s spot atop the Metropolitan Division is now 
threatened by the New Jersey Devils, who captured a 7-5 
win over the Colorado Avalanche earlier in the day. 

The difference between a win and a loss for the Hurricanes 
was Vegas center Jack Eichel — Carolina gave him an inch, 
but he took a mile. Eichel scored the Golden Knights’ first 
two goals, both in the second frame, giving Vegas the go-
ahead lead that propelled the team to victory in the final 
period. 

In a fairly straightforward game — no penalties, except for a 
hooking call against center Martin Necas in the first frame — 
the Canes played inconsistently, bouncing up and down 
between sleepy, skillful and somewhere in between. Carolina 
didn’t produce a shot on goal in the second period until eight 

minutes in but totaled 11 shots in the third frame; the blue 
line skillfully killed off a power play but let Eichel score a 
breakaway goal to give Vegas the lead. 

“There was just a lull in our game — we turned way too 
many pucks over,” Staal said. “They’re kind of on you, kind of 
not on you, and you think there’s a play, and then they do a 
good job of countering off of some soft plays.” 

Game-tying goals by center Martin Necas and Staal kept 
Carolina neck-in-neck with the Golden Knights, but Vegas 
right wing Reilly Smith took advantage of the cracks in the 
Canes’ defense to put one past goaltender Frederik 
Andersen with 3:42 left to play. Andersen’s game wasn’t 
stellar, either — although the Hurricanes were iffy across the 
board, the Danish netminder boasts a meager 0.832 save 
percentage over his last two games. 

Carolina didn’t go on the man advantage once in Wednesday 
night’s game, a point of contention for Caniacs and 
Brind’Amour himself. 

“It’s five years of it,” Brind’Amour said. “I’m not complaining 
— just check the facts. … I mean, at some point, it’s gotta be 
even — that’s what they tell me. … It’s concerning, because 
you’ve got a game like this, a tight game. There was a 
couple there, for sure. But anyway, that’s not about this 
game. This game was just us giving their best player a little 
too much, and [we] can’t do that.” 

The Hurricanes will continue their West Coast tour with 
another late-night match against the Arizona Coyotes. Puck 
drop is set for 9:30 p.m.

 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS  
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article272652388.html#storylink=mainstage_lead 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-march-3-versus-arizona/c-341726886 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/insider/insider/story/_/id/35766965/how-eastern-conference-took-trade-deadline 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/35761291/latest-brock-boeser-erik-karlsson-more-trade-buzz 
https://www.canescountry.com/2023/3/3/23623443/nhl-trade-deadline-2023-carolina-hurricanes-don-waddell-rumors-news 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/eichel-takes-advantage-of-gaps-in-carolina-s-play-canes-fall-3-2-to-golden/article_c00235d6-
b929-11ed-8aa3-3fce7de396e9.html 
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‘It should be interesting.’ NHL teams use trades to gear up for stretch 
run, playoffs 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

With the NHL trade deadline set Friday at 3 p.m., the Carolina Hurricanes 
have added a forward who was a former first-round pick in Jesse 
Puljujarvi and a veteran defenseman in Shayne Gostisbehere to help 
bolster their depth. 

Are the Canes done? 

While there has been a flurry of trade activity in the league this week, 
there still could be some NHL surprises. Canes president and general 
manager Don Waddell, who did not travel with the team this week for two 
road games, remained in his office Thursday, fielding calls. 

The Metropolitan Division has continued to see an influx of talent the past 
few days — Patrick Kane to the New York Rangers the biggest of the 
moves. The Boston Bruins, who have the NHL’s best record and lead the 
Atlantic, added to their mix Thursday, picking up forward Tyler Bertuzzi 
from the Detroit Red Wings as they deal with a couple of recent injuries 
to their forward group. 

Carolina’s lead in the Metro was shaved to one point Wednesday night 
when the Canes lost 3-2 to Vegas and the New Jersey Devils pulled 
closer by winning their shootout of a road game in Colorado, 7-5. 

“We know we’ve got a tough division,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said this week. “The East is really tough. They’re doing what they have to 
do, I guess, to get that little bit better. 

“It is what it is. We knew it would be tough, regardless. It should be 
interesting.” 

Feb 26, 2023; Tempe, Arizona, USA; Arizona Coyotes defenseman 
Shayne Gostisbehere (14) celebrates with teammates after scoring a 
goal against the Nashville Predators in the first period at Mullett Arena. 
Mandatory Credit: Mark J. Rebilas-USA TODAY Sports Mark J. Rebilas 
Mark J. Rebilas-USA TODAY Sports 

Gostisbehere should be available Friday when Carolina plays at Arizona. 
It will be a quick, if quirky, turnaround for Gostisbehere, who will basically 
switch locker rooms, from the Coyotes’ to the Canes’ room in Mullett 
Arena after the trade Wednesday by Arizona. 

“He’s there, so I would assume we would be able to slide him in,” 
Brind’Amour said Thursday. 

Brind’Amour said Wednesday he did not know when Puljujarvi would be 
available. The Finnish forward, traded by Edmonton, must obtain a work 
visa. 

There’s also the matter of where the two new players will fit. 
Gostisbehere, a left-hand shot, should be used on the third defensive 

pair with Jalen Chafield and could replace Brady Skjei as the power-play 
quarterback on the Canes’ second unit. 

“You can never have enough depth on defense and we know he’s got an 
offensive flair,” Brind’Amour said. “We’ll see how it all works out, but we 
should be able to slide him in on the power play. He should be able to 
help-us in that area, which is an area we want to get better at.” 

Puljujarvi, a first-round pick by the Oilers in 2016, likely will be slotted on 
the fourth line being centered by Paul Stastny. Stefan Noesen and Derek 
Stepan have been the wingers on that line. 

After ending their two-game road trip, the Canes return to PNC Arena on 
Sunday for a 3 p.m. game against Tampa Bay. The Lightning made a key 
trade acquisition, picking up forward Tanner Jeannot from Nashville, and 
Wednesday sent forward Vladislav Namestnikov to San Jose for Mikey 
Essyimont. 

‘An interesting time’ 

Trade deadline days can be both a bit crazy and extremely stressful as 
Skjei knows well. He lived it. 

On Feb. 24, 2020, Skjei was a member of the Rangers and having coffee 
in New York with his then-fiancee when the 3 p.m. deadline passed. 
Drafted by the Rangers, he signed a six-year contract in July 2018. No 
worries. 

“Then,” he said, “I refreshed Twitter.” 

“At 3:15, it was saying ‘Traded to Carolina.’ Twenty seconds later, my 
agent called, saying the trade call came in late (to the league).” 

Skjei rushed back to his apartment, packed a bag and flew to Raleigh. 
The next night, he was in the Canes’ lineup. 

“It was stressful, but the quickest way to stop thinking about it is getting 
back to hockey,” he said. “Luckily, I had a really smooth experience, just 
with the guys we have here. They helped me out and it was a pretty easy 
locker room to come into.” 

Canes captain Jordan Staal, in an interview Tuesday, said that it would 
be important to make the transition just as smooth for anyone the team 
might add — a half-hour later, the Puljujarvi trade with Edmonton was 
announced. 

“If you want to go far, you have to care for each other, and get to know 
each other and be ready to battle for each other,” Staal said. “That’s a big 
part of we do here, and if someone new comes in the room I believe they 
will fit right in and be accepted as part of the family. 

“It’s an interesting time. There are always mixed emotions around this 
time of year.” 

And after the deadline passes? 

“It’s on from there, right?” Staal said. “It’s the push to where you want to 
go.” 
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How the trade deadline has impacted the Arizona Coyotes so far 

 

JENNA ORTIZ   Arizona Republic 

 

As the NHL trade deadline picks up and wreaks havoc on teams, the 
Arizona Coyotes have been hit the hardest at the blue line.  

Ahead of Friday’s deadline, the Coyotes dealt defensemen Jakob 
Chychrun and Shayne Gostisbehere Wednesday for draft picks.   

Chychrun went to the Ottawa Senators for a conditional first-round draft 
pick in 2023, a conditional second-round selection in 2024, and a 
second-round pick in 2026. Gostisbehere went to the Carolina 
Hurricanes for a third-round draft pick in 2026.  

Jakob Chychrun trade grades: Coyotes slammed for 'shockingly' low 
return from Senators 

It was evident that Chychrun would likely depart given his desire to join a 
contending team. Gostisbehere had an inkling that he’d be joining a new 
team with the year he was having on an expiring contract.   

Add in the team’s desire for securing a prime spot in this year’s draft 
lottery and the dominoes were set to fall.  

“Our aim was more to acquire draft capital at this point,” Coyotes general 
manager Bill Armstrong said. “As you’ve seen last year in the draft, we 
were able to walk out with three first rounders and a host of other picks. 
We were looking to do the same here and this will give us a chance for 
two fairly high picks in the first round of the draft.”  

The conditional first round pick from the Senators is top-five protected, 
meaning if the pick were to be within the top five selections of the 2023 
draft, it will shift to 2024 and become unprotected. As of Thursday, the 
Senators (30-26-4) are currently 22nd in the league and are five points 
behind a playoff spot.  

“You can really make some hay when you do that as an organization like 
we did last year. We’re looking to do it again this year,” Armstrong said. 
“It also helps us plan out the rest of our rebuild in adding picks in 2024 
and 2026. That just helps further stock our picks for our future drafts.”  

With Chychrun and Gostisbehere now gone, the offensive production 
takes a massive hit among the defensemen. Gostisbehere led all 
Coyotes defensemen with 31 points (10 goals, 21 assists) in 52 games. 
Chychrun tallied 28 points (7 goals, 21 assists) in 36 games and was 
second amongst defensemen in scoring.  

As the team continues to focus on the rebuilding efforts this season, it will 
be time for younger defensemen like J.J. Moser and Juuso Valimaki to fill 
those voids.   

Moser and Valimaki lead with 22 points and have made positive strides 
this season. In Gostisbehere’s absence from an injury earlier last month, 
Valimaki took over his spot in the top power play unit and has five power 
play points since. Valimaki was extended to a one-year, $1 million 
contract on Jan. 24. Moser is on the second year of his three-year entry-
level contract.  

The team planned for Nick Bjugstad’s trade to the Edmonton Oilers on 
Thursday. Jack McBain filled in at center on the second line the last two 
games after Bjugstad was held out. With Lawson Crouse and Matias 
Maccelli, McBain connected for a goal on Tuesday against the Chicago 
Blackhawks.  

Draft picks the Coyotes have acquired at the deadline:  

2023 first round selection (from Ottawa Senators for Jakob Chychrun)  

2023 fifth round selection (from Vegas Golden Knights for Dysin Mayo)  

2023 sixth round selection (from Columbus Blue Jackets for Jon Gillies)  

2024 second selection (from Washington Capitals via Ottawa Senators)  

2025 third round selection (from three-team trade with Chicago 
Blackhawks and New York Rangers)  

2026 third round selection (from Carolina Hurricanes in exchange for 
Shayne Gostisbehere)  

2026 second round selection (from Ottawa Senators) 
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Jakob Chychrun trade grades: Coyotes slammed for 'shockingly' low 
return from Senators 

 

JEREMY CLUFF   Arizona Republic 

 

Who won the big NHL trade involving Jakob Chychrun on Thursday? 

There's a clear winner in the deal that sent Chychrun from the Arizona 
Coyotes to the Ottawa Senators in exchange for three draft picks, at least 
according to early returns. 

Many NHL writers praised the deal for Ottawa in their trade grades, while 
also slamming Arizona. 

Here's what they wrote about the trade: 

For the Win: Coyotes get a D, Senators receive an A for deal 

Mary Clarke wrote: "After a year and a half of being on the market, this is 
the return the Coyotes get for Chychrun? The Lightning gave up more to 
get Tanner Jeannot, if you can believe it! It’s possible the Coyotes asked 
for too much for Chychrun and as a result tanked his value but wow, 
what a steal for the Senators. I’m not convinced they’re in play for a wild 
card spot in the East this season, but Chychrun definitely solidifies 
Ottawa’s top four for the next few years." 

More:Arizona Coyotes trade Jakob Chychrun to Ottawa Senators for 
draft picks 

The Hockey Writers: Coyotes earn a C, Senators land an A for trade 

Alex Chauvancy wrote: "The Coyotes have two first-round picks in the 
2023 draft, assuming the Senators don’t end up in the top five, which 
never hurts. But it feels like they should have gotten way more for a 
player that was their best player and that they held onto for almost 18 
months before dealing him. If this is what the rest of the trade deadline 
looks like for them, it could be a long 36 hours." 

Clutch Points: Coyotes handed a D, Senators an A+ for deal 

Tristin McKinstry wrote: "This is rather straightforward. The Senators 
receive high marks for adding one of the best defensemen in the league 
on a cut-price deal. The Coyotes receive low marks for shooting 
themselves in the foot and dragging this thing out until they lost every 
ounce of leverage they had." 

Defector.com: Coyotes get 'shockingly' low return in Chychrun trade 

Barry Petchesky wrote: "Chychrun, still just 24 years old, is headed to 
Ottawa for the shockingly low price of a first-round pick and two seconds. 
He is the jewel of the deadline, yet he didn't fetch that much more of a 
haul than Filip Hronek. That may be more an indictment of the Canucks 
than anything else, but the Senators still got a steal. Chychrun is a top-
pairing skater whose two-way skills are such that he can be reliably 
paired with just about anyone. He moves the puck, and he loves to shoot, 
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and he's good at it. His offensive skills perhaps overshadow his 
defending sometimes, but he's more than capable at that end too." 

Chris Bengel wrote: "Chychrun is a legitimate top-pairing defenseman 
with a very reasonable $4.6 million cap hit, and the Senators just got him 
for an incredibly modest price. At one point there were talks of the 
Coyotes wanting multiple first round picks and top-notch prospects in 
exchange for Chychrun, but the market for defensemen has dried up 
over the last week. While this return may be somewhat disappointing for 
the Coyotes, they now have a glut of draft picks in the next few years. If 
Arizona plays its cards right, it would ice a very competitive team in a few 
seasons." 

A different view on Arizona Coyotes trade 

Not everyone was down on Arizona's grade, however. 

The Daily Faceoff gave the Coyotes a B for the deal, while the Senators 
received an A. 

Mike Gould wrote: "Yes, Arizona only got one first-round pick after 
shopping Chychrun for more than a year. No doubt, it’s concerning that 
Chychrun even wanted out in the first place. The Coyotes need to start 
building something worthwhile before long if they want their next wave of 
potential star-level talents — Logan Cooley, Dylan Guenther, and the like 
— to stick around. But after this trade, with a little bit of luck, the Coyotes 
could walk into the 2023 NHL Draft with two picks in the top 10. For a 
team desperately trying to build a strong asset base, that’s a huge deal. 
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GM: Jakob Chychrun trade 'probably the best deal' for Coyotes 

 

AUSTIN SCOTT 

3-4 minutes 03/03/2023 

 

There had been conversations between the Coyotes and every general 
manager in the league for the last year and a half about star defenseman 
Jakob Chychrun, and after getting a deal done to send him to the Ottawa 
Senators on Wednesday, another major step has been taken on the 
rebuild staircase. 

After getting a 2023 conditional first-round pick, 2024 conditional second-
round pick and an additional 2026 second-round pick from the Senators 
in return for the defenseman, the Coyotes are not backing down from 
their strategy of stockpiling draft picks. 

“This will give us the chance at two fairly high picks in the draft, in the first 
round, and you can really make some hay when you do that as an 
organization like we did last year and we’re looking to do it again this 
year,” Armstrong told reporters Wednesday afternoon. “It also helps us 
plan out the rest of our rebuild and adding picks in 2024 and 2026 and so 
that just helps us further stock our picks for future drafts. 

“This deal was probably the best deal for us in the ways that the picks lie 
and how high that pick could be along with the other picks.” 

It’s publicly known that Chychrun had asked to be traded before the 
season began. Last year, Armstrong tried to get a deal done but couldn’t 
find the right one due to Chychrun being injured at the time. 

“Jakob was a first class act,” Armstrong said. “He had expressed his 
interest to move on to a club that was a contender. We were trying to do 
that in the trade. We had immense respect for the player and his wishes 
at the same time. We had to make sure it was the best for the club. 

“So in this particular case, when you’re having conversations with the 
player, you tell them, ‘Hey, I understand your concerns. We’re doing the 
best that we can.’ … He gets a chance to go play in Ottawa and a 
chance to lead that team and help them get into the playoffs. It will be a 
great challenge and he’s going to be a great add for that team.” 

Last week, Armstrong said Arizona is 40% into the rebuild timeline, and 
the Chychrun trade would further propel that percentage. Armstrong 
admitted that this was the best trade that could have been made, and 
believes in the core that is there now. 

The Coyotes will look to their young core of Clayton Keller (24), Nick 
Schmaltz (27) and Karel Vejmelka (26), who are all under contract 
beyond this season, to lead an ongoing rebuild. 
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Coyotes trade Nick Bjugstad, Dineen to Oilers for Kesselring, draft pick 

 

Staff Report 

ARIZONA SPORTS 

3-3 minutes 02/03/2023 

 

The Arizona Coyotes are trading forward Nick Bjugstad and defenseman 
Cam Dineen to the Edmonton Oilers in exchange for a 2023 third-round 
pick. 

The Oilers are also sending over 23-year-old defenseman Michael 
Kesselring, who has spent the past three seasons with the AHL 
Bakersfield Condors and has yet to make his NHL debut. 

Additionally, Arizona is retaining 50% of Bjugstad’s cap hit. Per 
CapFriendly.com, the Coyotes will be on the hook for half of the forward’s 
$900,000 cap hit. 

“I’d like to thank Nick for all of his contributions to the Coyotes on and off 
the ice this season,” Coyotes general manager Bill Armstrong said in a 
press release. “Nick is a tremendous person and was extremely well-
liked and respected in our dressing room. We wish him all the best with 
the Oilers.” 

Appearing in 59 of Arizona’s 60 games so far this season, Bjugstad 
recorded 13 goals, 10 assists and 28 penalty minutes. He didn’t play the 
past two games as a late scratch for trade-related reasons. 

Before signing with the Coyotes this past offseason, Bjugstad spent time 
with the Minnesota Wild, Pittsburgh Penguins and Florida Panthers. 

Dealing Bjugstad is the latest move in Arizona’s continued rebuild under 
general manager Bill Armstrong. 

Before Bjugstad was traded, the Coyotes on Thursday sent goaltender 
Jon Gillies to the Columbus Blue Jackets in exchange for a 2023 sixth-
round draft pick. Arizona also received the contract of forward Jakub 
Voracek. 

On Wednesday, the Coyotes dealt defenseman Jakob Chychrun to the 
Ottawa Senators in exchange for a 2023 conditional first-round pick, a 
2024 conditional second-round pick and an additional 2026 second-
round pick. 

The Coyotes also sent defenseman Shayne Gostisbehere to the Carolina 
Hurricanes in exchange for a 2026 third-round pick earlier in the day. 
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Ahead of the goodbyes to Chychrun and Gostisbehere, the Coyotes 
traded Dysin Mayo last week for a late-round draft pick and the contract 
of Shea Weber. 

Arizona added another selection on Tuesday by agreeing to take on 25% 
of Patrick Kane’s remaining salary this season to facilitate his move from 
the Blackhawks to the New York Rangers. 
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Coyotes trade Jon Gillies to Blue Jackets for 2023 6th-round pick, 
Voracek 

 

Staff Report 

ARIZONA SPORTS 

2-3 minutes 02/03/2023 

 

The Arizona Coyotes have traded goaltender Jon Gillies to the Columbus 
Blue Jackets in exchange for a 2023 sixth-round draft pick. 

Arizona also received the contract of forward Jakub Voracek, which runs 
through 2023-24, in the trade. 

In 11 games this season for the Blue Jackets, Voracek, 33, scored one 
goal and five assists for six points. 

Voracek suffered a concussion back on Nov. 4 and is out indefinitely as 
he recovers. 

Over the course of the forward’s 15-year NHL career (1,058 games), 
Voracek has registered 223 goals and 583 assists for 806 points to go 
along with 525 penalty minutes. 

As a member of the Tucson Roadrunners this season, Gillies went 5-8-2 
with an .878 save percentage in 15 games played. 

Gillies signed a one-year, $750,000 contract with the Coyotes last July, 
per CapFriendly.com. 

It marks the latest trade the Coyotes have executed ahead of Friday’s 1 
p.m. deadline. 

Arizona on Wednesday dealt defenseman Jakob Chychrun to the Ottawa 
Senators in exchange for a 2023 conditional first-round pick, 2024 
conditional second-round pick and an additional 2026 second-round pick. 

The Coyotes also sent defenseman Shayne Gostisbehere to the Carolina 
Hurricanes in exchange for a 2026 third-round pick earlier in the day. 

Ahead of the goodbyes to Chychrun and Gostisbehere, the Coyotes 
traded Dysin Mayo last week for a late-round draft pick and the contract 
of defenseman Shea Weber and added another selection on Tuesday by 
agreeing to take on 25% of Patrick Kane’s remaining salary this season 
to facilitate his move from the Blackhawks to the New York Rangers. 

Weber hasn’t played since 2020-21 as a member of the Montreal 
Canadiens due to injuries. 

Weber carries a base salary of $3 million with a cap hit of $7.85 this 
season, per CapFriendly.com. 
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NHL trade grades: Oilers strengthen forward depth with Nick Bjugstad 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Shayna Goldman 

3-4 minutes 02/03/2023 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn: The Oilers are having quite the deadline, making 
savvy move after savvy move. The theme: team defense. We know they 
can score, but defending is unfortunately another story. Mattias Ekholm 
fixes that on the back end. Now they add Bjugstad, who helps in the 
bottom six. Smart. 

Bjugstad was one of the guys I highlighted as an under-the-radar pickup 
and it’s precisely for his ability to suppress chances and goals. He has a 
pretty strong track record of doing so in low minutes, but what makes him 
especially attractive this year is that he’s shown he can do it in a bigger 
role. Arizona’s lack of depth necessitated more minutes for Bjugstad and 
he’s thrived with the opportunity. He’s been one of the Coyotes’ top play 
drivers all season while facing some of the toughest assignments. And 
most of that is coming on the defensive side of the ice. 

The Oilers aren’t getting Bjugstad to score, but he helps fill a need to 
make them a more difficult team to play against. Edmonton has done well 
this season without its best players on the ice, but this adds some 
needed insurance come playoff time. The fact he’s 6-foot-6 and comes at 
an extremely attractive price point is a nice bonus, too. 

For the Coyotes, well, it’s another draft pick added to the pile they’ve 
accumulated over the last few years. Arizona is setting its rebuild up 
nicely and it’s hard to complain much about yet another lottery ticket. 

Oilers: A- 

Coyotes: B 

Shayna Goldman: Too often, general managers fall into a trap with depth 
players. They overpay for one-dimensional players that provide little 
besides some bite that’s always welcome come playoff time. That’s not 
the case so far for Edmonton this week. 

After making one smart move with the addition of Ekholm, the Oilers 
have addressed their need for some forward depth. Bjugstad provides 
the usual wants of size and strength, but actually brings some skill as 
well. He’ll provide some secondary scoring to the bottom six, and most 
importantly some stability in his own zone as well. Arizona was a much 
better team when it came to limiting scoring chances while Bjugstad was 
one the ice this season at five-on-five; limiting about 0.26 per 60 relative 
to his teammates. That’s while taking on top competition on a very weak 
Coyotes team. 

Comparing the Oilers’ depth to Arizona’s, it’s safe to say that Bjugstad 
won’t have as big of a role with his new team. But it’s a safe bet that he’ll 
perform as well, if not better, since he won’t be challenged nearly as 
often. 

The cost of acquisition wasn’t bad at all, especially with the salary 
retention aspect of it. Could Arizona have pushed for more? It’s possible, 
but they continue the dream of taking little to no salary back. 

Oilers: A 

Coyotes: B 
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Oilers acquire Nick Bjugstad from Coyotes: Where he fits in Edmonton’s 
lineup 
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Eric Duhatschek, Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

3-4 minutes 02/03/2023 

 

The Arizona Coyotes traded forward Nick Bjugstad to the Edmonton 
Oilers, the teams announced Thursday. Here’s what you need to know: 

The Coyotes will also send defenseman Cam Dineen to Edmonton and 
receive defenseman Michael Kesselring and a 2023 third-round pick in 
return. Arizona retains 50 percent of Bjugstad’s salary. 

Bjugstad, 30, has 13 goals and 23 points in 59 games this season, his 
first with Arizona. 

The veteran center was drafted No. 19 by the Panthers in 2010 and 
played the first six-plus seasons of his career in Florida. 

Hampered by injuries the last few years, the 30-year-old has surpassed 
57 games played in a season for the first time since 2018-19. 

The trade deadline is Friday at 3 p.m. ET: Follow here for live updates. 

The Athletic’s instant analysis: 

Where Bjugstad, Dineen fit with Edmonton’s lineup 

The Oilers wanted to add a right-handed forward with some skill, 
someone who could take faceoffs and kill penalties. Bjugstad perfectly 
fits the bill. 

He’ll take some of the right-handed draws that were basically solely 
reserved for Derek Ryan and lefty Leon Draisaitl. He also has the ability 
to be a top-six fill-in for short spurts. He should be a great addition to 
Edmonton’s high-power forward ranks. 

Dineen, a left-shot blueliner who’s played most of the season in the AHL, 
is simply extra organizational depth. — Nugent-Bowman 

Evaluating Kesselring’s promise 

The trade does come at a cost. Kesselring, 23, had 13 goals and 22 
points in 49 games for AHL Bakersfield. The Oilers considered him a 
prospect on the rise, perhaps the player in Bakersfield who’d taken the 
biggest step this season. 

He could be NHL-ready very soon. — Nugent-Bowman 

Scouting report 

Bjugstad was one of only five Coyotes players in double digits in goal 
scoring, which may be partly attributed to his usage on a talent-thin team. 
He signed a one-year, $900,000 contract with Arizona as an unrestricted 
free agent last summer, trying to get a career undermined by injury back 
on track. 

He’s a 6-foot-6 behemoth playing reasonable minutes and is one of a 
handful of players with positive ratings on the team — and it’s by a 
statistically significant margin. 

More good news: After missing long stretches of the past handful of 
years because of a variety of issues — including a sports hernia surgery 
and then a spinal surgery to repair a herniated disc — Bjugstad has 
played every game thus far this season, so his health issues seem to be 
thing of the past. — Duhatschek 

What they’re saying 

Bjugstad, who played the majority of his 5-on-5 time at center with the 
Coyotes this season, said Thursday that he’s “willing to play whatever 
role these guys want me to” for Edmonton. 
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LeBrun: Inside the NHL’s deadline-week defense carousel — how the big 
trades went down, and why some didn’t 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

8-10 minutes 02/03/2023 

 

It took 18 months, but Jakob Chychrun finally got traded — and arguably 
to a team that needs him more than any other team in the NHL. 

It’s yet another big domino falling in what has been a wild couple of 
weeks as the trade market for defensemen plays itself out. 

Let’s walk through it all again. 

The Bruins are believed to have shown interest in Chychrun about three 
or four weeks ago, but when it didn’t look like there was a path to a deal 
given the price, the B’s shifted gears toward Vladislav Gavrikov in 
Columbus. The Blue Jackets thought they pretty much had a deal with 
the Bruins around two weeks ago, but the Bruins told the Jackets they 
needed more time, presumably to shed cap space. 

The Athletic has live coverage of the NHL trade deadline with the latest 
news, deals and analysis.  

In the interim, Capitals general manager Brian MacLellan sent a note to 
his colleagues around Feb. 19, saying he was ready to listen on pending 
unrestricted free agent Dmitry Orlov and, well, that obviously changed 
everything. The B’s pivoted to what they felt was a better option and got 
a deal done on Feb. 23. Great pickup for Boston. 

That left Columbus fuming. And scrambling. There are only so many first-
round picks available. 

The Jackets last Friday began re-establishing trade talks with previous 
suitors on Gavrikov, reaching out to the likes of Edmonton, Los Angeles 
and Toronto. 

The Maple Leafs, meanwhile, were already engaged by then with 
Chicago on defenseman Jake McCabe, although that deal didn’t come 
together until this past Monday. 

The Oilers showed some interest in Gavrikov, but it was clear to Blue 
Jackets GM Jarmo Kekalainen that Edmonton viewed Gavrikov as Plan 
B or Plan C. Turns out, it was certainly Plan C. 

That’s because the Oilers had been engaged in on-again, off-again 
conversations with Arizona on Chychrun for a two-week period leading 
up to Tuesday. Talks really heated up between the Oilers and Coyotes 
on Sunday and Monday, and at one point, both sides felt they were pretty 
close to something. But that deal fell apart, in large part because the 
Coyotes simply didn’t want to take money back in the form of a player 
contract. Even after moving Jesse Puljujarvi to Carolina on Tuesday 
morning, the Oilers couldn’t make a Chychrun deal work without sending 
at least one player contract back. 

My sense is that Coyotes GM Bill Armstrong was willing to keep working 
at it with the Oilers, but Edmonton GM Ken Holland decided he couldn’t 
risk waiting until too close to Friday’s deadline and miss out on the other 
defenseman he was having conversations on. 

That would be Mattias Ekholm. Holland phoned Predators GM David 
Poile on Feb. 23 to get the ball rolling on that one. In that conversation, 
Poile informed Holland that the price for Ekholm would have to include at 
least a first-round pick this year (with Nashville hosting the draft, that was 
important), plus prospect Reid Schaefer, drafted at No. 32 last summer. 
The Oilers weren’t enamored with having Schaefer part of things, but 
they kept the conversation going with the Predators while also having 
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parallel conversations going with Arizona on Chychrun over the past 
week. 

Once Holland informed Armstrong on Tuesday that, once and for all, he 
was out on Chychrun, he closed the deal on Ekholm with Poile. Having to 
include Tyson Barrie in that trade for cap reasons was not an easy 
decision, either. Barrie was a key member of the Oilers’ power play and a 
popular teammate. But the overall price tag was worth it for Holland, to 
get a veteran top-four defenseman like Ekholm, who the Oilers hope will 
help stabilize their five-on-five game defensively. 

Tuesday was also the last time the Coyotes and Kings spoke on 
Chychrun. I would love to know how many times those two front offices 
chatted over the past 12-plus months on the defenseman, who always 
seemed destined for L.A., with the Kings’ glaring need on the left side. 
But it never happened. A Kings source told me Wednesday night that 
there certainly had been many discussions with Arizona about Chychrun, 
but it never felt like they were that close on a trade. 

And, of course, the reason that Tuesday was the Kings’ last conversation 
with Arizona on Chychrun is that Los Angeles was looking to cement its 
deal with Columbus for Gavrikov (and goalie Joonas Korpisalo) late 
Tuesday night. 

The two clubs had actually been talking on and off for quite a while, but 
things got more serious Monday and Tuesday when the idea of having 
both the defenseman and the goalie in the deal got introduced. Good job 
by Kekalainen, in the end, getting his first-round pick, albeit a conditional 
one, given the circumstances around his failed deal with Boston. He 
scrambled pretty well. 

And there you have it. The Kings, Oilers and Bruins — all potential 
Chychrun destinations — one by one went by the wayside as options for 
Arizona as they filled their defensive needs. 

That being the case, it’s no surprise that over the past 24 to 48 hours, 
things heated up between Arizona and Ottawa. 

There were other teams that talked to Arizona over the past week, as 
well, including Washington, Pittsburgh, Buffalo and Columbus. 

But the great appeal in the end for Arizona in gaining traction with the 
Senators was two-fold. First, Ottawa didn’t need to send money back in a 
player contract. That was huge for Arizona. And second, the Coyotes felt 
Ottawa’s first-round pick, while top-five protected, was more appealing 
than any other pick offered. That pick could end up anywhere from No. 6 
to No. 16 — unless, of course, Ottawa makes the playoffs, which, well, is 
possible. 

As others have reported, the Coyotes had a potential trade with 
Columbus involving Chychrun fall apart at the draft in Montreal last 
summer, which included the Jackets’ No. 12 pick in the first round. So in 
the end, the Coyotes end up probably with a similar first-round pick from 
Ottawa. But they don’t end up with two first-round picks, which was part 
of the Coyotes’ ask in a Chychrun trade for well over a year. 

From a Senators’ perspective, the price certainly softened from earlier 
conversations with Arizona, in which the names of prospects like Ridly 
Greig and Tyler Kleven were part of the Coyotes’ ask, on top of the rest 
of the draft-pick package. It was deemed way too high a price by the 
Senators, which is why the organization thought it was out of the 
Chychrun sweepstakes as late as last week. Out, well, until the price 
dropped. 

And, obviously, it did. Sens GM Pierre Dorion showed good patience, 
and he ends up filling a glaring hole on his blue line at a price he can live 
with. And while it’s a boost in the short term to a team that’s been playing 
great hockey, the real impact of the deal for the Senators will be felt over 
the next few years. 

Pierre Dorion has tried to preach patience to the Ottawa fan base. 

He used that same attribute to pry Jakob Chychrun out of Arizona. 

By acquiring the star defenceman, the Sens can actually dream about 
the playoffs next year. 

What a wild two weeks on the defenseman trade market, and that’s not 
even delving into the surprising trade of Filip Hronek to Vancouver from 
Detroit on Wednesday, or Shayne Gostisbehere ending up in Carolina; or 
Luke Schenn, Jake McCabe and Erik Gustafsson going to Toronto; or 
Jack Johnson heading back to Colorado. 

And we’re probably not done. 

But imagine for a moment how differently the past two weeks could have 
gone. 

Gavrikov was nearly a Bruin. And where would that have left Orlov? And 
Chychrun easily could have ended up in Edmonton or L.A. What would 
that have meant for Gavrikov and Ekholm? 

So many overlapping trade conversations around a small group of 
blueliners. Let’s see how it pans out come playoff time. 
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Lightning lose to Penguins again, this time in overtime 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

3/2/2023 

 

TAMPA — It’s rare to see this Lightning team take little victories out of an 
overtime loss, especially because the team has set its bar of winning so 
high. 

But there come points in every season when baby steps matter, and right 
now, the Lightning are fighting to get back to their winning ways. 

Their 5-4 overtime loss to the Penguins on Thursday night at Amalie 
Arena, a game decided on forward Jason Zucker’s goal 2:13 into the 
extra session, had fewer holes than their previous two contests, games 
they fell out of quickly and chased for the rest of the night, losing both. 

“We did better,” said center Brayden Point, who scored a power-play goal 
and assisted on defenseman Victor Hedman’s tying goal with less than 
five minutes left in regulation to force overtime. 

“We’re getting there, back to how we can play. I think this is a step in the 
right direction. … I think when we’re a confident group, when we’re 
making plays, that’s when we’re at our best. So just trying to get there.” 

The Lightning (37-19-5) have won just one of their past five games, all 
games against teams clawing to make the postseason. They’re 1-2-2 
over that stretch, and they allowed four or more goals in each of their four 
losses. 

On Thursday, after seeing a one-goal lead turn into a one-goal deficit 
when Penguins defenseman Jeff Petry scored twice in 25 seconds in the 
second period to make it 2-1, the Lightning rallied to tie three times, 
including Hedman’s goal with 4:10 left in regulation. 

“I like a lot of our game (Thursday), way more than I have in the last 
couple of games,” coach Jon Cooper said. “It’s been night and day. So 
positive signs. Do I like the fact that we went down 4-3 late in the game? 
No. But do I love the fact that we had swag enough to come back and tie 
it? I do. 

“Sometimes … you play decent and you lose some games. I’m not 
saying we deserved to win (Thursday). We just made too many big 
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mistakes. But again, trending in the right direction, I think, and if we just 
keep taking steps forward here, we’ll be all right.” 

The Lightning have lost all three of their meetings with the Penguins this 
season, but this was their most competitive game, especially following 
their 7-3 loss in Pittsburgh on Sunday, a game that included five straight 
Penguins goals in the final 4:32 of the second period. 

Tampa Bay’s penalty kill was 5-for-5, holding Pittsburgh’s power play 
scoreless for 10 minutes, though the Lightning allowed a goal 23 
seconds after killing off a too-many-men penalty in the second period. 
Zucker got behind Lightning defenseman Mikhail Sergachev after 
crossing the blue line, took a stretch pass from defenseman Marcus 
Pettersson for a breakaway and beat Vasilevskiy five-hole to give 
Pittsburgh a 3-2 lead. 

The Lightning were gift wrapped a 5-on-3 power play for 1:56 when the 
Penguins committed back-to-back delay-of-game penalties late in the 
second period for putting the puck over the glass. With the advantage 
extending into the third period, Penguins defenseman Kris Letang exited 
the box to make it a one-man advantage for the Lightning, then Steven 
Stamkos flicked a wrister from the left circle off goalie Tristan Jarry’s left 
shoulder and into the goal to tie the score at 3. 

“We needed to score there,” Cooper said. “It doesn’t matter when you 
score. You’ve just got to score, and we did. It’s probably why we got a 
point out of this.” 

Lightning defenseman Darren Raddysh, recalled from AHL Syracuse 
earlier in the day, lost the puck in his zone and Penguins forward Drew 
O’Connor took the inside edge on him going to the net for a 4-3 lead 6:59 
into the third period. 

In overtime, Stamkos stumbled in the Lightning zone, allowing Pettersson 
time and space to set up Zucker for a one-timer from the right circle that 
beat Vasilevskiy (27 saves) on his glove side. 

“It seems like you’re going through a tough stretch right now where we 
can’t get the results we want,” Hedman said. “But our pushback, our 
special teams, was good. It’s just one of those stretches where you just 
can’t get the results you want. 

“It was a close game, and it ended in overtime, so we get this point and 
we move on.” 

The Lightning played the last 26 minutes of regulation without 
defenseman Erik Cernak, who did not skate after leaving the ice with 
5:50 remaining in the second period. Cooper did not have an update on 
Cernak after the game. 
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Lightning recall defenseman Darren Raddysh 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 
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TAMPA — The Lightning added an eighth defenseman to their roster on 
Thursday morning, recalling Darren Raddysh from AHL Syracuse. 

Raddysh has had a stellar season for the Crunch, ranking second among 
AHL defensemen with 50 points — 13 goals and 37 assists — in 50 
games. He saw a brief stint with the Lightning last season, averaging 
10:40 in ice time in four games with Tampa Bay. 

The 27-year-old will be the team’s fourth right-shot defenseman, the first 
time they have had that many since the team traded right-shot 
defenseman Cal Foote on Sunday night along with five draft picks for 
Predators forward Tanner Jeannot. 

“He had a phenomenal camp for us and I thought at some point he was 
going to be here, probably didn’t think it was gonna be this late,” 
Lightning coach Jon Cooper said of Raddysh. “But the performance he’s 
put on in the minors this year, he’s deserved this. You just never know 
when you get your call. It’s probably been a little late, but spots have 
opened up and then it’s time to see what some of these guys can do. So 
he’s deserved this and he’s going to play.” 

Take away last Saturday’s shutout win in Detroit, when Andrei 
Vasilevskiy stopped 45 shots, and the Lightning have struggled 
defensively of late against teams fighting for playoff spots, including 
allowing seven goals in Pittsburgh on Sunday. The Lightning host the 
Penguins tonight at Amalie Arena. 

And despite his strong offensive numbers, Raddysh has been a solid 
defender, playing on the power play and the penalty kill in Syracuse, and 
he owns a plus-19 goal differential while on the ice. 

“I just go out and play my game,” Raddysh said. “I’m not doing too flashy. 
I’m a pretty simple defenseman and just move the puck up to the 
forwards and play well defensively. I’m just trying to play well defensively 
and just make sure I’m in the right positions and give myself an 
opportunity to jump into the rush if I can or just play good defense.” 

Raddysh was talking his pregame nap before the Crunch’s home game 
against Cleveland on Wednesday when he was told he was being 
promoted. He jumped on a flight to Tampa around 8 p.m. and arrived 
around midnight. Raddysh took extra work during the team’s morning 
skate and will be available to play against the Penguins. 

The roster move comes after the Lightning freed up cap space by trading 
forward Vladislav Namestnikov to San Jose, also acquiring forward 
Michael Eyssimont. The Sharks took 50 percent of Namestnikov’s $2.5 
million cap hit, providing about $1.27 million in cap space. Raddysh 
carries a $762,500 cap hit. He is in the first season of a two-year deal. 

“He’s kind of well-rounded,” Cooper said. “The American league, I spent 
a lot of time there, and it’s young and guys running all over the place and 
trying to fight their way the NHL. I think the NHL is a little calmer. It’s a 
little bit more a thinking man’s game and I think Raddy fits that bill. 

“He’s navigated his way through the American League, which is the 
second-best league in the world, and done well. So this is kind of the 
progression, this is how it works. Go down to the American League and 
find your way and excel, and that’s what he’s done. And now he’s here.” 

The Lightning aren’t expecting Eyssimont to be available versus 
Pittsburgh. 

“Fiesty player, he’s got some great tools,” Cooper said of Eyssimont. “So 
I think we’ll see where he fits in. 
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What the Puck: Canadiens will begin to feel playoff heat next season 

In Montreal, it's simply unacceptable that the Habs would muddle their 
way through a third straight season as a bottom feeder. 

 

Brendan Kelly  

 

Montreal Canadiens newcomer Denis Gurianov shoots on goal against 
the San Jose Sharks during the third period on Feb. 28, 2023, in San 
Jose, California. 
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It’s been an exciting week for hockey fans as we watched the top NHL 
teams loading up for their playoff runs. 

A number of teams in the Eastern Conference — notably the Boston 
Bruins, New Jersey Devils and New York Rangers — got a lot stronger 
with their acquisitions and we’ll only find out the real winners and losers 
of this trade-deadline feeding frenzy come the post-season. 

Meanwhile, our Montreal Canadiens have not been particularly active so 
far, just as many expected. Habs general manager Kent Hughes made a 
good, if minor, deal acquiring Denis Gurianov from the Dallas Stars in 
return for the enigmatic Evgenii Dadonov. Dadonov has been mostly a 
bust since coming over from the Vegas Golden Knights in the deal that 
sent Shea Weber’s hefty contract to Vegas. He showed very occasional 
flashes of brilliance, which is why it was so irritating for Habs fans to see 
him score an absolute beauty in his first game with the Stars. 

Gurianov also looked good in his first game with the Canadiens. He had 
six shots on goal and one hit in the 3-1 victory over the San Jose Sharks 
Tuesday in San Jose and looked more engaged than Dadonov ever did 
with the team. Will this turn out to be a Kirby Dach-like situation, where 
the CH acquires a player the other team had given up on and somehow 
turns him around with a little help from inspirational head coach Martin 
St. Louis? Only time will tell. 

The good news for the Canadiens is, if they don’t like what they see in 
the final 20 or so games of the season, he’s eligible to become a 
restricted free agent this summer, so they don’t need to keep him if they 
don’t want to. 

Meanwhile, Hughes’s team is neither gearing up for a playoff run nor 
preparing for a downward sprint for a better chance to nab likely No. 1 
overall pick Connor Bedard. Prior to Thursday night’s game against the 
Los Angeles Kings, Montreal was 26th in the overall NHL standings. In 
other words, it’s a huge long shot that they’ll end up with No. 1 selection. 

Many, myself included, have pretty well had nothing but praise for the 
work of Hughes and his boss, executive vice-president of hockey 
operations Jeff Gorton, since they took over management of the team 
last season. The same goes for St. Louis, who has worked wonders with 
a team notably short on talent and further decimated by a crazy amount 
of injuries for the second straight season. 

But the pressure is going to be much tougher for Gorton, Hughes and St. 
Louis starting next season. As I mentioned last week, St. Louis is going 
to have to start paying attention to the standings next season. In 
Montreal, it’s simply unacceptable that they would muddle their way 
through a third straight season as a bottom feeder. 

Most everything Gorton and Hughes have done thus far has looked 
good, but the NHL is littered with reconstruction plans that appeared 
promising and then went off the rails. Just ask fans in Buffalo or 
Edmonton. 

Presumably, they will be locking up Cole Caufield to a lucrative multi-year 
contract sooner rather than later, so you’ll have a first line for years to 
come built around the diminutive sniper and his best buddy and favourite 
playmaker Nick Suzuki. That’s super exciting and, at the very least, 
guarantees the team will be fun to watch. But again Connor McDavid is 
the greatest offensive player of his generation and that still hasn’t 
translated into playoff success for Edmonton. 

One of the bigger question marks is Juraj Slafkovsky. Jury is out on him 
given that he’s only 18 and his season ended in mid-January with a knee 
injury. I think he’ll be a good top-six power forward, but the sample size 
so far is just too small to draw a definitive conclusion. 

Probably the most encouraging thing for fans is the young defencemen, 
who have performed better than anyone could have expected. The group 
is led by Kaiden Guhle, who returned to action in San Jose Tuesday after 
missing 23 games with a knee injury and didn’t show any sign of rust. He 
played close to 20 minutes and scored a goal. 

But the biggest reason to feel optimistic is because — after relying on the 
dullest, most conservative of coaches ever since Jacques Demers left 
the building — the Habs were finally dragged kicking and screaming into 
the modern world with the hiring of St. Louis. He speaks more like a 
philosopher than the monosyllabic coaches we’ve been used to here and 
he’s clearly had a huge motivational impact on the players. So just 
imagine what he could do with a team with genuine depth and talent? 
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Crafty veteran Savard is glue that bonds Canadiens' defence 

Blue-line behemoth has "been so valuable for the team — more 
importantly, the young defencemen that we have," coach Martin St. Louis 
says. 

 

Stu Cowan  

 

Defenceman David Savard already has my vote for this year’s Jacques 
Beauchamp Trophy. 

The award, voted on by members of the Montreal media who cover the 
Canadiens on a regular basis, is presented annually to the player who 
had a dominant role during the regular season without earning any 
particular honour. 

Savard’s play this season has been overshadowed by the performance 
of the five rookie defencemen who have suited up for the Canadiens — 
Kaiden Guhle, Jordan Harris, Arber Xhekaj, Johnathan Kovacevic and 
Justin Barron. 

The 32-year-old Savard — in his 12th NHL season and his second with 
the Canadiens — has been like a father figure to the rookies as well as 
being an on-ice coach. 

“Savvy’s an unbelievable player,” Canadiens head coach Martin St. Louis 
told reporters Tuesday in San Jose. “I know people might say that he 
doesn’t have enough foot speed, but you’ve got to be cautious how you 
measure speed because his brain works at a very, very high level. 

“Savvy understands where the game is going, always has great angles,” 
St. Louis added. “He’s aware of where his teammates are, but also 
where the other team is. He’s been so valuable for the team — more 
importantly, the young defencemen that we have. He’s just an extension 
of the coaching staff and he’s in the trenches with them. It’s really great.” 

David Regard. 

(scusez, l'admin est sur le décalage  ) 

Savvy knows.#GoHabsGo pic.twitter.com/aDlPdgVvtY 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) March 1, 2023 

Heading into Thursday night’s game against the Kings in Los Angeles, 
Savard had 3-12-15 totals and a minus-10 differential in 47 games while 
averaging 22:19 of ice time, second on the team behind fellow 
defenceman Mike Matheson’s 23:36. Despite missing 13 games with an 
upper-body injury, Savard was tied for seventh in the NHL with 137 
blocked shots (an average of 7.83 per 60 minutes) and he ranked third in 
the NHL with an average of 3:35 of short-handed ice time per game. 

The St-Hyacinthe native is a bear of a man at 6-foot-1 and 234 pounds, 
but speaks softly. With his bushy beard, Savard looks like a mix of a 
world’s strongest man competitor and Grizzly Adams. His teammates 
and coaches love him. 
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Savard, a father of three young children, has been Guhle’s regular 
defence partner this season. When Guhle scored in the Canadiens’ 3-1 
win over the Sharks Tuesday night — the 21-year-old’s first game since 
suffering a knee injury on Dec. 29 — Savard reacted like Guhle was his 
fourth child, hugging him and flashing a huge smile. 

“He was screaming and the biggest smile on his face,” Guhle told 
reporters in San Jose after the game. “It’s nice when you’ve got guys like 
that in your corner.” 

Matheson, another key veteran on the Canadiens’ blue line, also gives 
St. Louis and assistant Stéphane Robidas, who handles the defence, 
credit for the way the rookies have played. 

“I think there’s a lot of communication, which always helps — especially 
when you’re young,” Matheson told me recently. “I know there’s a 
tendency as a player to kind of think: What does the coach think of me? 
What does the coach want from me? I think (St. Louis) allows players to 
have room to not only make mistakes, but then figure out why there are 
mistakes and how to correct them and not just be driving down their 
throat: ‘This is how you should be doing it!’ That gives you room as a 
player to not just be constantly getting battered by: ‘You should have 
done that! Or you should have done that!’ ” 

Savard enjoys being around his young teammates and seeing their 
excitement as NHL rookies. 

“It’s fun,” he told reporters in San Jose. “I like what we’re building here. I 
think the brand we’re going to play is fun and it’s exciting. They’re coming 
in with fresh blood and they’re excited to be here. It’s been quite a 
process for us, but I think slowly we’re starting to build and I think we’re 
getting better and better now. We’re bringing more concepts and 
everything and I think we see where we’re going. The future’s bright here 
and I want to be part of it.” 

Another key veteran on the Canadiens is goalie Jake Allen, who won the 
Beauchamp Trophy in 2021. 

“There’s a lot of maturity within the youth we have here,” Allen said in 
San Jose. “You’ve got to give a guy like Savvy a lot of credit this year. He 
holds this group together, he really does. He eats crazy, hard minutes. 
He doesn’t get accolades, he doesn’t get rewards, but he keeps this 
group together, keeps them light, keeps them loose. 

“Without him this year, I think it could be a different story,” Allen added. “I 
think he’s a huge piece to this puzzle.” 

The Beauchamp Trophy was created in 1981 to honour the memory of 
the legendary sportswriter. The first winner was Doug Jarvis and last 
season’s winner was Alexander Romanov. 

The trophy was created for players like Savard. 
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