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Hurricanes stand pat Friday as other NHL playoff contenders in Eastern Conference load 
up 

By Chip Alexander 
 
The Carolina Hurricanes made no moves on Friday leading 
up to the NHL’s trade deadline, deciding to finish out the 
regular season and go into the playoffs with minimal changes 
to the roster. 
 
The Canes traded earlier in the week for forward Jesse 
Puljujarvi and defenseman Shayne Gostisbehere, and there 
was some talk before Friday — a lot generated on social 
media — that they might add more before the deadline. 
 
But the “group” is set. The Canes, who beat the Arizona 
Coyotes 6-1 Friday as Gostisbehere scored, reached this 
point in the season with one of the league’s best records and 
believe their team is good enough to contend for the Stanley 
Cup. 
 
“We have something good with this bunch of guys, led by 
Rod,” Canes president and general manager Don Waddell 
said Friday on a media call. “They believe in each other. One 
thing is this group is very close, and I know the concern was 
we were maybe going to have to lose someone off our roster 
to make a significant move.” 
 
Waddell said trade discussions often started with talk of 
giving up a first-round draft pick, which he did not want to do, 
or trading one of the Canes’ younger players, which he was 
not going to do. 
 
Waddell indicated there was one major trade that Canes 
wanted to make and were “in on,” but could not pull off. 
 
“You never know with the other team what you’re bidding 
against,” he said. “You can only put your best foot forward, 
which we did, and once you do that you can’t do anything 
more. It’s always disappointing when you go after a player, 
but it’s also reality you’re not going to get everybody you 
want. 
 
“To make a trade just to make a trade is not what we do 
here. It’s also pretty well known we’re not going to spend a 
big price on rental players. … We weren’t going to take 
players off our team to make changes and this where we 
are.” 
 
Others in the Eastern Conference did more, bringing in such 
players as Patrick Kane (New York Rangers) and Timo Meier 
(New Jersey). The Rangers and Devils are pushing the 
Canes in the Metropolitan Division, and should continue to 
push. 
 

“I always said you pay attention to what’s going on but you 
don’t react to what’s going on,” Waddell said. “You go in with 
what you think is your strategy for your needs and stick to it. 
Don’t get caught up on what other teams are doing. Worry 
about what you can do to put yourself in the best position to 
keep us moving forward.” 
 
Before leaving for the two-game road trip this week, Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said he was happy with the group 
and while injuries always remained a concern, he was OK 
with “going the distance” with the team he had. 
 
“It’s really a fine dance to say, ‘OK, how much turnover are 
you going to have with your team?’ and Rod and I have 
talked many times about how we like our team and we like 
our players,” Waddell said. 
 
The Canes picked up Puljujarvi on Tuesday in a deal with 
Edmonton, bringing in a player who was the fourth overall 
pick of the 2016 NHL draft. The Finnish forward, 24, has 
good size at 6-4 and 200 pounds and has shown flashes of 
his offensive skill in his six seasons and 317 games with the 
Oilers. 
 
Puljujarvi has five goals and 14 points in 58 games this 
season. His career high was 15 goals in 55 games in the 
condensed 2021 season. 
 
“He’s a big guy and we wanted to get a little bigger,” Waddell 
said. “He competes really well. He’s a guy we’ve talked 
about for about a year now. We thought he could fit into how 
Rod likes to play.” 
 
Waddell said Puljujarvi is still in Edmonton waiting on his 
work visa application and should join the Canes on Monday 
in Montreal. 
 
The Canes were counting on Gostisbehere, obtained 
Wednesday from the Coyotes, to give a new look to the 
power play, which has been spotty this season. Before 
Friday’s game, the Hurricanes were 23rd in the league on 
the power play at 19.4%. 
 
“We really needed to address that and with ‘Ghost’ I think we 
did,” Waddell said. “We went into the trade deadline saying 
we needed to address our power play, which I feel like we 
did.” 
 
The Canes were 1-for-13 on the power play in the past six 
games before Friday and did not have a power play in two of 
the games. 
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“It’s going to be tough, with a new team and playing your old 
team, having a double whammy,” Brind’Amour said Friday 
after the morning skate at Mullett Arena. “But we’ve got to 
get him in there.” 
 
Gostisbehere responded by scoring on a second-period 
power play, and Sebastian Aho and Martin Necas also had 
power-play goals as the Canes were 3-4 with the man 
advantage. 
 
Gostisbehere was used in the third defensive pairing with 
Jalen Chatfield. 
 

“I’m just here to get on this train and help this team win,” 
Gostisbehere said. 
 
Waddell was asked Friday if not going after another center 
was an indication the Canes are comfortable with Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi filling the second-line center spot in the playoffs. 
 
“If you look at the season, (Kotkaniemi) started off the 
season slow and Roddy put him on the fourth line and he 
responded really well,” Waddell said. “The last 20 games 
he’s put up some good numbers. We’re very comfortable 
with ‘KK’ and he gives us a lot of jam up there, too, which 
you need on your top two lines.”

 

 

Ranking the NHL trade deadline’s most important deals 

By Sean Gentille 

Last month, after the smoke around the NBA trade deadline 
had settled, I had one thought: 

Can someone just tell me which of these deals are important 
and which ones aren’t? Which ones matter now? Which ones 
will matter later? I screamed it out loud and everything. 
Nobody answered. 

So I decided, then and there, to provide that service after the 
NHL trade deadline. Friday’s anticlimax aside, we saw a 
stupid amount of action over the last few weeks. Our trade 
grade index is proof. Using that as a guide, and eliminating 
anything that happened before the All-Star break (sorry, Bo 
Horvat), these are the 21 most relevant trades of deadline 
season. Yes, it is an arbitrary number. 

21. Lars Eller to the Avalanche 

“If the defending champs do it, it’s relevant,” seems like a 
good rule of thumb, but the Eller trade — Colorado’s only 
action in the last week — tested the principle. He’s a 
boilerplate addition for a contending team; the playoff-tested, 
fourth-line center who can play tough defensive minutes and 
win faceoffs. It was a necessary, functional move for 
Colorado, just not an interesting one. Call it the hockey 
equivalent of eating a banana as a snack. Everyone needs 
potassium but … eh. 

20. Jesse Puljujarvi to the Hurricanes 

Throw Carolina’s deal for Shayne Gostisbehere in there, 
while you’re at it. The Hurricanes couldn’t quite connect on 
some bigger deals, so they fell back on the player 
archetypes that serve them well; play-driving wingers and 
offense-first defensemen. There’s nothing wrong with that, 
and no reason to ding the Hurricanes for circumstances 
outside their control, but it still feels like they lost ground to 
the teams chasing them in the Eastern Conference. They got 
better. They played to their strengths. But the main reason 

the move is on the list is that, if the playoffs roll around and 
they’re lamenting a power outage, it’ll embody the reasons 
for it. 

19. Ivan Barbashev to the Golden Knights 

The Teddy Blueger deal applies here, too. Vegas did some 
work around the margins and beefed up their bottom six. 
From the outside, the logic is sound — they’ve gone big-
game hunting so many times that a low-key day feels like a 
nice change. It’s jarring, though, to see them in a glut of 
Western Conference teams that seemed content to stay in 
the pack. Barbashev brings offense, toughness and 
positional versatility to the bottom six. Blueger is all defense, 
all the time. 

18. Max Domi to the Stars 

That said, no Western Conference team maximized their cap 
space while filling needs quite like the Stars. Is Domi going to 
be the highest-impact name to come off the board? Nope. 
But Jim Nill was up against it from a cap perspective, and still 
managed to add a diverse offensive talent to his middle six. 
Is Domi historically a wreck in his own end? Yep. But Dallas 
has the overall structure — and glaring need for some help 
for the big dogs — to make this move worth it. 

17. Evgenii Dadonov to the Stars for Denis Gurianov 

We could’ve copy-and-pasted some of the Domi blurb down 
here; Dadonov hasn’t produced nearly as much this season 
as his new teammate, but he still has a set of offensive priors 
that make the move interesting. Dallas did this deal first and 
added Dadonov at 50 percent of his cap hit, which left it 
enough room to add Domi. It was one nice bit of work that 
gave way to another. Also, Gurianov was a flier worth taking 
for the Canadiens. Dadonov wasn’t returning, and Gurianov 
is still young and talented enough to be worth a salvage 
attempt. 

16. Nick Bjugstad to the Oilers 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 5, 2023 

 

Edmonton came into the week with a clear, wise plan: 
Improve defensively at five-on-five. Bjugstad isn’t flashy, and 
he’s something of an injury risk, but his size, defensive 
impacts and cut-rate cap hit ($900,000) are exactly what the 
Oilers needed. It’s doubtful that Bjugstad’s play will win them 
a series. It’s also highly unlikely he’ll cost them — and that 
alone represents an upgrade on Connor McDavid’s previous 
supporting casts. 

15. Nino Niederreiter to the Jets 

Winnipeg needed some scoring pop, and Niederreiter, at $4 
million this season and next, gives it plenty. He’s almost at 
20 goals on the season, which was no easy task in Nashville. 
The Jets, of course, didn’t do anything of note after this, and 
they still feel a little thin to make real noise in the Western 
Conference, but it keeps them relevant. Bonus points here, 
because it was the first sign that the Preds, with David Poile 
on the way out, were finally open for business. 

14. Rasmus Sandin to the Capitals for Erik Gustafsson 

This one makes the list because of what it signifies for the 
Capitals: Their retool/reload/re-whatever-you-want-to-call-it is 
only going to last for the rest of the season. We’d seen them 
sell ahead of acquiring Sandin — but we hadn’t seen them 
buy. In him, they added a young player who’d performed well 
in Toronto and seems ready, at minimum, to be a legit 
second-pair guy on a good team. The Capitals defense is 
going to have a largely new look next season, and the plan is 
for Sandin to be one of the pillars. Gustafsson is relevant, 
too, because of the offensive skills he’ll bring to the bottom of 
Toronto’s defensive group, if that’s what it needs. 

13. Jake McCabe and Sam Lafferty to the Maple Leafs 

Toronto got better here. The question is how much, and 
whether it should’ve used elsewhere the draft capital it took 
to bring in McCabe and Lafferty. McCabe is the prize — a 
“defensive defenseman” in the most positive sense of the 
word, and a player who, thanks to Chicago’s cap retention, 
will only cost $2 million against the cap for two seasons after 
the current one. That’s second-pair play for third-pair prices. 
Lafferty skates, hits, kills penalties and, in Chicago, knocked 
in a handful of goals. He has a skill set. Just as relevant 
here, though, is the Leafs’ opportunity cost. We now know 
that no other third-pair additions were in the fold, and that 
they’re carrying extra NHL-caliber defensemen. Could the 
$3.1 million in space occupied by McCabe and Lafferty have 
been used elsewhere? As soon as the Leafs hit a dry spell in 
the postseason, you can bet you’ll hear that question again. 

12. Vladislav Gavrikov and Joonas Korpisalo to the Kings 

There’s nothing all that interesting about Gavrikov, who was 
this year’s random, physical defenseman who ends up going 
for a first-rounder. There’s always at least one, and they 
often come from Columbus. He’s a UFA and he’ll help on the 
Kings’ left side. Korpisalo can help, too, so long as he keeps 
up the .913-caliber play we saw from him with the Blue 
Jackets. The main reason this one is consequential, though, 
is that it’s how the Kings chose to address their defense. 
They didn’t meet Arizona’s ask on Jakob Chychrun, after 
more than a year of speculation. That left Arizona to choose 
between a few Eastern Conference teams — and most of all, 

it kept a really good, really important player out of a Kings 
jersey for the next several years. 

11. Filip Hronek to the Canucks 

Hronek is a good player having a great season, and his age 
(25) gives reason to believe that he’ll be able to keep it up. 
The fact that he’s become the avatar for another half-
measure rebuild in Vancouver — Jim Benning has given way 
to Jim Rutherford and Patrik Allvin, but the mindset remains 
— is unfair to him. Vancouver taking the first-round pick the 
Islanders sent it for Bo Horvat, packaging it with a second-
rounder and throwing it over to Detroit is one of the two most 
baffling moves of the week. So, it’s high on the list. The 
Canucks are still lost, and the Red Wings still aren’t passing 
on long-term benefits for short-term gains. 

10. Mikael Granlund to the Penguins 

Pittsburgh GM Ron Hextall made a couple savvy-ish moves 
on Friday — using a third-round pick to clear out Brock 
McGinn’s contract (two years left, $2.75 million) and add 
half-price pending UFA defenseman Dmitry Kulikov, and 
acquiring Nick Bonino, a half-decent fourth-liner with 
sentimental value. Those count as improvements around the 
margins. The problem for Hextall (and it’s close to a 
catastrophe) is that he’d already used $5 million in frantically 
created cap space to acquire Granlund, a 31-year-old no-
defense third-liner whose offensive production has cratered 
and is signed for two seasons after this one. Adding a better 
player with term would’ve made sense. Adding a similar 
player as a rental would’ve made sense. Going into the 
offseason with cap space would’ve made sense. Instead, the 
Penguins improved a bit, lost significant ground to the East’s 
elite and greatly complicated things moving forward. There 
aren’t many chances left. 

9. Vladimir Tarasenko to the Rangers 

We knew the Rangers were chasing an elite offensive right 
wing in his 30s with a Cup ring. The first one they reeled in, 
though, might’ve been a surprise. Tarasenko’s arrival in New 
York helped their lineup fall into place. It also fed into one of 
trade season’s biggest stories and kicked the Eastern arms 
race into overdrive. 

8. Tanner Jeannot to the Lightning 

Was any deal more shocking? Tampa Bay sent *clears 
throat* defenseman Cal Foote, a 2025 first-round pick (top-
10 protected), 2024 second-round pick, 2023 third-round 
pick, 2023 fourth-round pick and a 2023 fifth-round pick to 
Nashville for Jeannot, a 25-year-old middle-six banger with a 
low cap hit and a 24-goal season in his very recent past. The 
appeal there is obvious; any contending team would love 
Jeannot. His salary, now and moving forward, has more 
value to the Lightning than most. The picks they sent to 
Nashville have less. But man, they emptied the coffers. If the 
mix works, it works. If not, the Lightning are going to have a 
hell of a time scraping together the assets necessary to 
improve. 

7. Mattias Ekholm to the Oilers 

Ekholm isn’t flashy. He’s just good. And Edmonton, in sore 
need of a reliable left-side D-man to play behind Darnell 
Nurse, managed to fit him in under the cap. It took sending 
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out Tyson Barrie, a well-liked, often productive guy, but — 
like the Bjugstad addition a couple days later — signaled 
something important about the Oilers. They didn’t just talk 
about trying to improve their five-on-five game; they went out 
and got the sort of players that can actually make it happen. 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl don’t need a ton of help. They 
need some, though. Now, it’s arrived. 

6. Tyler Bertuzzi to the Bruins 

This one seemed important enough before we heard from 
Bruins GM Don Sweeney; Bertuzzi might not have another 
30-goal season, but he’s a substantive offense player who, if 
Boston is full-strength, will play on a third line. Scary. Shortly 
after the deal, we learned that it came in conjunction with 
bad injury news on Taylor Hall and Nick Foligno. Bertuzzi 
can make up the difference, whether short- or long-term, 
especially if Hall’s issues linger. And just as relevantly, the 
move came as an unexpected counterstrike against huge 
additions by Toronto and the Rangers. 

5. Ryan O’Reilly and Noel Acciari to the Maple Leafs 

What we’ve got here is a narrative-setter. O’Reilly, though 
past his offensive peak, should slot in for the Leafs as a 
super-utility piece. We’ve already seen that from him in his 
first handful of games. His playoff run with St. Louis in 2019? 
As good as any we’ve seen in recent years. The Maple Leafs 
needed someone like that, if only for the sake of perception. 
Acciari, a physical bottom-sixer, should prove useful, too. 
The reason it’s ranked so high, though, is because it feels 
like a pivot point in the Leafs’ story. If they find real 
postseason success, this is the move that will get the glory. If 
they don’t, it’ll get the blame — because no matter what 
happens, Toronto sent a haul back to St. Louis. Paying that 
kind of price again will be difficult. 

4. Patrick Kane to the Rangers 

We’ll see what kind of on-ice impact Kane makes. Odds are, 
it’ll be significant, though kicking Tarasenko off Artemi 
Panarin’s line could have some interesting consequences. 
Ultimately, though, this is about one of the biggest names in 

the history of American hockey changing teams in a very 
public, very dramatic fashion. It’s about the effect Kane’s 
demands (and James Dolan’s influence) had on the teams 
he snubbed. It’s about Kane’s legacy in Chicago. There’s a 
lot at play here. 

3. Dmitry Orlov and Garnet Hathaway to the Bruins 

Surprised? Don’t be. This trade, more than any other, 
signaled that the Eastern Conference’s contenders were 
ready to get nuts. This was a cannon shot. Boston, rather 
than settling for Gavrikov, added a significantly better 
defenseman who’d just hit the market, along with one of the 
best fourth-line bangers in the NHL this season. Orlov does 
everything. Hathaway is top 10 in hits, and he manages to do 
it without puck-chasing. And then, poof, they’re on the best 
regular-season team of the century. Good luck, everyone 
else. 

2. Jakob Chychrun to the Senators 

It’s not just that Chychrun’s trade wish finally, mercifully 
came true; it’s about where he wound up. The Senators, for 
even longer than Chychrun was on the market, had been 
looking for a No. 1-type defenseman to add to their fleet of 
young, increasingly productive forwards. They were always 
the most sensible landing spot for Chychrun. No surprise 
there. What’s impressive is that Pierre Dorion played the 
ultra-long game with Bill Armstrong, and won. Ottawa 
should’ve been fine with every single piece it sent back to 
Arizona. The other teams in the mix — the ones apparently 
not willing or capable of taking on Chychrun’s entire contract 
— are going to regret it. 

1. Timo Meier to the Devils 

The best player on the market went to one of the best teams 
in the league. Meier fills New Jersey’s needs in the short 
term, and it’s tough to imagine a long-term contract 
extension not showing up on the books by the start of next 
season. This has Cup ramifications this season, and maybe 
for the next decade. It’s an easy call. 

 

Which NHL teams had the best and worst trade deadlines? Scores for all 32 

The NHL’s 2023 trade deadline was a marathon: weeks of 
seemingly nonstop action that saw the rich get richer 
(especially in the East) and big names in new uniforms 
before, predictably, a fizzling final day Friday. 
 
Which teams accomplished their goals, and which left their 
fanbases fuming? The Athletic checked in with the writers 
who know each team best and asked them to rate all the 
moves ahead of the deadline — stretching back to the Bo 
Horvat trade on Jan. 30 — on a scale from 1 to 10. 
Anaheim Ducks 
 
Rating: 3 out of 10 
 
Analysis: Anaheim general manager Pat Verbeek came into 
the season with three potential unrestricted-free-agent 
defensemen in John Klingberg, Dmitry Kulikov and Kevin 
Shattenkirk as minutes eaters who could fetch quality assets 

at the deadline if they had solid-to-strong years. Only two of 
them — Klingberg and Kulikov — moved, and the returns 
were not impressive. No draft picks for this year came back. 
Remember when it was thought that Klingberg could get the 
Ducks another first-round choice? Kulikov brought more 
back, at least more of what can help them sooner. You could 
argue that Verbeek’s best trade was San Jose’s third-round 
pick in 2024 for unsigned college defenseman Henry Thrun. 
The players of value Verbeek had didn’t match last year’s 
deadline. Fortunately, he already had a lot of draft capital. — 
Eric Stephens 
 
Arizona Coyotes 
 
Rating: 4 out of 10 
 
Analysis: Maybe expectations were always running too high, 
but considering it took the better part of two deadlines to 
trade away prized defenseman Jakob Chychrun, the return 
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— a first and two seconds — was underwhelming. The 
Coyotes stuck to a familiar formula, trading away contributing 
players for future assets and selling off their cap space to 
teams needing to unload bad contracts for more assets. But 
if shedding their two top defensemen, Chychrun and Shayne 
Gostisbehere, gets them one step closer to drafting Connor 
Bedard, all will be forgiven. — Eric Duhatschek 
 
Boston Bruins 
 
Rating: 10 out of 10 
 
Analysis: Dmitry Orlov has been a difference maker already. 
Garnet Hathaway will be miserable to play against in the 
playoffs. Then when Taylor Hall and Nick Foligno got hurt in 
the week before the deadline, general manager Don 
Sweeney pivoted to acquire Tyler Bertuzzi. The Bruins are 
designed to win the Cup. — Fluto Shinzawa 
 
Buffalo Sabres 
 
Rating: 8 out of 10 
 
Analysis: The Sabres didn’t put themselves among the 
aggressive buyers in the Eastern Conference, and that was 
smart because their championship window hasn’t opened 
yet. They did make a few smaller moves, adding needed 
physicality by trading for forward Jordan Greenway and 
defenseman Riley Stillman. Both have underperformed at 
times, but the Sabres didn’t give up much in terms of future 
assets and feel like their coaching staff can get the most out 
of them. They could have added a more proven defenseman, 
but this was a productive deadline for Kevyn Adams. — 
Matthew Fairburn 
 
Calgary Flames 
 
Rating: 4 out of 10 
 
Analysis: The Flames’ goal at the beginning of the season 
was to make the playoffs. A recent four-game slide could 
have put them into the sellers category, but instead, they 
doubled down on their team and added players like Nick 
Ritchie, Dryden Hunt and Troy Stecher. These are far from 
flashy moves, but we expected that. In theory, the Flames’ 
acquisitions fill a need or two, but they don’t exactly push 
them over the top against other teams in the West. — Julian 
McKenzie 
 
Carolina Hurricanes 
 
Rating: 5 out of 10 
 
Analysis: For the second straight year, the Hurricanes 
avoided high-cost additions and came away with middle-of-
the-lineup acquisitions. There’s nothing wrong with getting 
Jesse Puljujarvi and Shayne Gostisbehere for a combined 
mid-range prospect and third-round pick, but Carolina again 
failed to make a splash at the deadline. This team does 
things differently, and that’s paid off for them overall. Their 
trade deadline moves, however, have left many wanting for 
more and wondering if the team will ever go “all-in.” — Cory 
Lavalette 

 
Chicago Blackhawks 
 
Rating: 6 out of 10 
 
Analysis: On the one hand, the Blackhawks got only a 
conditional second-round pick and a fourth rounder for 
Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews, on whose trade value the 
whole rebuild seemed predicated. On the other hand, Kyle 
Davidson had no control over either situation, as Kane 
engineered his way to New York and Toews stepped away to 
focus on his health. Davidson did well to package Jake 
McCabe and Sam Lafferty for a first-rounder, and added four 
second-rounders to the pile, scattered over the next few 
seasons. He also stripped the roster down to one of the 
worst the NHL has ever seen, which will help in the whole 
#DishonorForConnor campaign. It could have been worse, 
but given the stature of Kane and Toews, it still feels like it 
should have been better. — Mark Lazerus and Scott Powers 
 
Colorado Avalanche 
 
Rating: 4 out of 10 
 
Analysis: The Avalanche get a middle-of-the-road grade after 
making marginal adds that included Lars Eller, Jack Johnson 
and Matt Nieto (though that came slightly before the Bo 
Horvat deal). It makes sense the front office decided not to 
do more, given the lack of trade chips in Colorado’s 
cupboard, but the team didn’t add a top-six forward or an 
extra defenseman beyond Jack Johnson. The Avalanche 
could still be the best team in the Western Conference, and 
they’re better than they were at the start of January. But they 
didn’t make moves to definitively push themselves over the 
top. — Peter Baugh 
 
Columbus Blue Jackets 
 
Rating: 5 out of 10 
 
Analysis: The Blue Jackets tended to the necessary 
business — trading their UFAs, unloading the salary of 
injured Jakub Voracek, adding draft picks, etc. But they didn’t 
land the big move they wanted to replace the departed 
Vladislav Gavrikov. They were in on defenseman Jakob 
Chychrun before he was traded to Ottawa, but they lost out, 
so now they face a major challenge this summer in rebuilding 
their blue line. Keep an eye on that later first-round pick they 
acquired from the Kings. It could be on the move for help on 
defense. — Aaron Portzline 
 
Dallas Stars 
 
Rating: 8 out of 10 
 
Analysis: The Stars had a trade deadline trifecta to navigate. 
They were pretty tight up against the cap, and they have a 
promising future that they didn’t want to sacrifice, but they 
also wanted to get better for their run this season. In 
dumping Denis Gurianov and Anton Khudobin while adding 
Evgenii Dadonov and Max Domi, all for a future price of a 
second-round pick in 2025, they were able to accomplish all 
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three of those things and set themselves up for a chance to 
win the Western Conference. — Saad Yousuf 
 
Detroit Red Wings 
 
Rating: 8 out of 10 
 
Analysis: The Red Wings did well in both of their marquee 
deals, netting first-round picks from Vancouver and Boston 
for Filip Hronek and Tyler Bertuzzi, respectively. That’s big 
draft capital, even with how disappointing it must be for Red 
Wings fans to see arguably their most significant sell-off of 
Yzerman’s tenure come just a week after the team worked 
itself into legit playoff contention. The paltry return for Jakub 
Vrana was a product of the team wanting to part ways with 
the forward, and they got what they could for Oskar 
Sundqvist before he became a free agent. It was clinical stuff 
from Steve Yzerman, but it’s fair to wonder just when exactly 
this rebuild is supposed to end. — Max Bultman 
 
Edmonton Oilers 
 
Rating: 8 out of 10 
 
Analysis: The Oilers got exactly the type of player they 
needed in defensive defenseman Mattias Ekholm. They also 
acquired Nick Bjugstad, a right-handed depth forward with 
the skill that they’d been coveting. The only thing that keeps 
this deadline from being a home run for general manager  
Ken Holland was his inability to add depth to the right side of 
his lineup, on the wing and on defense. Still, it’s a job well 
done for someone under pressure to enhance a roster led by 
Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. — Daniel Nugent-
Bowman 
 
Florida Panthers 
 
Rating: 5 out of 10 
 
Analysis: No team was less active than the Panthers, and 
that was to be expected. They didn’t have cap space, so they 
couldn’t buy. Their only relevant unrestricted free agents are 
Radko Gudas and Eric Staal, so they didn’t have prime 
pieces to sell. Their performance put them on the buy/sell 
bubble. And they have plenty of reason to at least chase a 
playoff spot since their first-round pick is headed to Montreal 
no matter what. The one bit of work they did was bringing 
Anthony Duclair back to the fold without having to dump a 
relevant player. That puts them right in the middle. — Sean 
Gentille 
Los Angeles Kings 
 
Rating: 8 out of 10 
 
Analysis: Kings general manager Rob Blake had two clear 
missions: addressing the goaltending and the left side of his 
defense. The net was upgraded with Joonas Korpisalo, who 
performed well for a bad, injury-plagued Columbus club. 
Though Pheonix Copley continues to win games, Korpisalo 
has playoff experience that Copley lacks. Blake’s attempts to 
land Jakob Chychrun went for naught, but Vladislav Gavrikov 
might be more of the tough own-zone presence they need to 
help prevent goals. Minor deals helped create some added 

room after moving franchise icon Jonathan Quick, but 
nothing was done with it, even though some additional 
bottom-six depth could have been used. Maybe not game-
changing work from Blake, in the end, but all in all a solid job 
done. — Eric Stephens 
 
Minnesota Wild 
 
Rating: 7 out of 10 
 
Analysis: Bill Guerin stuck to his edict of being active while 
not mortgaging the future. He paid extremely reasonable 
prices for forwards Marcus Johansson, Oskar Sundqvist and 
the injured Gustav Nyquist, got John Klingberg for a steal if 
he returns to form (a very big “if” after the way he’s played 
defensively this season in Anaheim and last season in 
Dallas) and traded unproductive Jordan Greenway while 
escaping his $3 million cap hit the next two years. If 
Johansson and eventually Nyquist can add secondary 
scoring and Klingberg can defend better than untrusted 
rookie Calen Addison, the Wild did well. — Michael Russo 
 
Montreal Canadiens 
 
Rating: 6 out of 10 
 
Analysis: Flipping Evgenii Dadonov for Denis Gurianov was 
better than getting a mid-round draft pick, and otherwise 
general manager Kent Hughes’ hands were tied by injuries 
and a tight cap. I would have liked to see some creativity in 
making a hockey trade with one of his players with term left, 
but considering we didn’t really see any of that around the 
NHL, it would appear there was no market for it. Considering 
the limitations, Hughes did fine. — Arpon Basu 
 
Nashville Predators 
 
Rating: 10 out of 10 
 
Analysis: If the performance rating can include David Poile 
announcing his retirement and handpicking Barry Trotz as 
his successor, let’s make it a 20 out of 10. The moves alone 
— Poile’s moves, with Trotz involved — were spectacular. 
The Preds got an outrageous haul for Tanner Jeannot, more 
than enough for Mattias Ekholm and … somehow … a 
second-round pick for Mikael Granlund with no salary 
retention. This team has 13 picks in the upcoming draft and a 
rejuvenated fan base. — Joe Rexrode 
 
New Jersey Devils 
 
Rating: 9 out of 10 
 
Analysis: The Devils got the best player in the market in 
Timo Meier. Full stop. Few teams can compete with that. 
Now add in the fact that they didn’t give up much in the 
process; the return wasn’t nearly what it could be. The only 
downside is that Meier hasn’t been extended just yet and has 
a $10 million qualifying offer as a restricted free agent this 
offseason. But that’s another day’s problem. Getting Curtis 
Lazar for a bit of defensive help doesn’t hurt, either. Maybe 
the Devils could have added a depth defenseman, but it 
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seems they’ll make it work internally if needed. — Shayna 
Goldman 
 
New York Islanders 
 
Rating: 7 out of 10 
 
Analysis: The Bo Horvat deal already looks better than it did 
when the Islanders made it, considering he’s now locked up 
long-term, has fit in extremely well, is playing in all situations 
and was developing real chemistry with Mathew Barzal 
before the latter’s injury. We’ll see how Pierre Engvall fits in, 
but the Islanders needed another depth forward, and he 
checks that box. Conversely, the overall defensive depth 
past the top five remains a concern, and it’s surprising that 
the Islanders couldn’t find anyone to help there. — Kevin 
Kurz 
 
New York Rangers 
 
Rating: 7 out of 10 
 
Analysis: If we’re grading on excitement, general manager 
Chris Drury goes to 11 for landing Vladimir Tarasenko and 
Patrick Kane in a matter of weeks. It still remains to be seen 
if the Rangers can fit their new stars in with their established 
ones in time to make a serious Stanley Cup run. It’ll be fun to 
see them try, though. — Arthur Staple 
 
Ottawa Senators 
 
Rating: 9 out of 10 
 
Analysis: This was pretty much a perfect trade deadline for 
general manager Pierre Dorion. He’s been searching for a 
top-four defenseman for the better part of three seasons, so 
landing Jakob Chychrun was an absolute coup. And the fact 
that he was able to engineer the trade without giving up a 
premium prospect like Ridly Greig was a stroke of genius. 
The only thing that prevents a perfect 10 score is the amount 
the club had to pay (a second and fourth-round pick) to 
unload Nikita Zaitsev’s contract on Chicago. Still, that’s a 
minor point in the grand scheme of things, when Dorion was 
able to land a major asset to reinvigorate his fan base and 
locker room. — Ian Mendes 
 
Philadelphia Flyers 
 
Rating: 1 out of 10 
 
Analysis: Getting a fifth-round pick (and 20 games of 
Brendan Lemieux) for Zack MacEwen was fine. A sixth-
round pick for Patrick Brown? Sure, that works. But to be left 
holding the bag on James van Riemsdyk and his expiring 
contract, the top player on The Athletic’s deadline-day trade 
board and easily the highest profile of the players expected 
to be moved who didn’t? That’s an embarrassment that 
general manager Chuck Fletcher couldn’t afford. It’s not that 
JvR was ever going to bring back a king’s ransom. It’s the 
fact that Fletcher couldn’t find a single taker for a clearly-
useful forward — despite far less useful forwards getting 
traded this very day. Oh, and also there were no bigger 
moves to help the team “get younger” and move on from 

veterans who don’t appear to be part of the plan going 
forward. Fletcher noted that those moves could come in the 
summer … but it’s fair to wonder after the last three seasons 
and this deadline performance whether Fletcher will even be 
making roster moves for the Flyers by summer. — Charlie 
O’Connor 
 
Pittsburgh Penguins 
 
Rating: 3 out of 10 
 
Analysis: The rest of the East got better while the Penguins 
remained stuck in neutral. Out are Teddy Blueger and Brock 
McGinn, in are Mikael Granlund, Nick Bonino and Dmitry 
Kulikov. Granlund adds a bit of skill, but Ron Hextall errored 
badly in taking on his entire contract. Bonino could help the 
fourth line. Kulikov doesn’t figure to help much and was 
simply a depth addition. Hextall needed to make an impact to 
give the aging Penguins another crack at the Cup. He failed. 
Along the way, he hurt their finances moving forward with the 
addition of Granlund. — Josh Yohe 
 
San Jose Sharks 
 
Rating: 5 out of 10 
 
Analysis: Pros: Adding Henry Thrun. The return on the Timo 
Meier was likely a little better than the initial reaction. And 
turning a waiver claim, Mikey Eyssimont, into a fourth-round 
pick. Cons: Asking for more present value than future 
potential in the Meier return might lower the ceiling of the 
total package. Not getting much for Nick Bonino or anything 
for James Reimer. And also not moving Erik Karlsson when 
his play provided an unexpected surge in interest. — Corey 
Masisak 
 
Seattle Kraken 
 
Rating: 5 out of 10 
 
Analysis: The Kraken could have been aggressive at the 
deadline. They had the assets to make a splash. At the very 
least, it seems like they could have used a bit of forward star 
power, ideally one with finishing talent who wasn’t a rental. 
But management opted against it, sticking with the long 
game instead of accelerating because of a better-than-
expected season. It’s pretty on brand for general manager 
Ron Francis. While Seattle could have moved a defenseman 
to recoup assets, it makes sense that they opted not to rock 
the boat from that perspective. — Shayna Goldman 
 
St. Louis Blues 
 
Rating: 9 out of 10 
 
Analysis: It’s hard to call anything perfect, but what Blues 
general manager Doug Armstrong did was as close as you’re 
going to get, especially when trading two faces of the 
franchise in Vladimir Tarasenko and Ryan O’Reilly. 
Armstrong acted quickly and decisively and got a haul for his 
pending unrestricted free agents. The waiver claim of 
Kasperi Kapanen and the trade for Jakub Vrana come with 
questions, but for a team entering a retool, the two are lottery 
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tickets that could pay off and keep the club competitive. — 
Jeremy Rutherford 
 
Tampa Bay Lightning 
 
Rating: 6 out of 10 
 
Analysis: This is a tough one. The Lightning didn’t have the 
assets (no first rounders in 2023 or 2024) or cap space to 
make a big move. And we are judging them based on their 
significant deals of past deadlines. I do like how general 
manager Julien BriseBois strengthened his bottom six with 
left-wing Tanner Jeannot and forward Michael Eyssimont. 
Both are likely to sign extensions, too, so not just rentals. But 
the price was so high for Jeannot (five picks, Cal Foote), and 
considering the impact players the Leafs and Bruins added, 
it’s hard to give a top mark here. The true rating needs to 
wait for the playoffs. The East still goes through the 
Lightning. — Joe Smith 
 
Toronto Maple Leafs 
 
Rating: 9 out of 10 
 
Analysis: The goal for general manager Kyle Dubas heading 
into the trade deadline became clear after a flurry of deals: 
make his team harder to play against in the playoffs. The 
addition of a playoff-ready performer like former Conn 
Smythe winner Ryan O’Reilly gives the Leafs winning 
pedigree, and the physicality and tenacity the likes of Noel 
Acciari, Jake McCabe and Luke Schenn bring is a definitive 
upgrade on last year’s Leafs. The players going out didn’t 
always have competitiveness in spades, and to recoup a 
first-round pick in the process is impressive business. Yes, a 
lot was given up, but no one can accuse Dubas of not taking 
a swing and betting big on his team. — Joshua Kloke 
 
Vancouver Canucks 
 
Rating: 2 out of 10 
 
Analysis: How does it make sense for a team currently 
ranked 27th in the NHL by points percentage to buy a win-
now piece? How does it make sense for a team slated to 
miss the playoffs for the eighth time in nine years to have the 
most cap space committed for 2023-24? How does it make 
sense for a non-playoff team with one of the leanest prospect 
systems in hockey to come out of a deadline season in which 
it was holding the single most valuable rental player without 

adding any meaningful draft pick equity? It doesn’t. None of it 
does. But that’s Canucks hockey for you! — Thomas Drance 
 
Vegas Golden Knights 
 
Rating: 5 out of 10 
 
Analysis: I’m giving the Golden Knights a middling rating for 
the deadline because they didn’t make any major 
improvements but did find ways to fill specific needs with a 
series of smaller moves. Vegas added a physical inside 
presence to its forward group in Ivan Barbashev, and 
perhaps playing on the top line alongside Jack Eichel will 
unlock some of the scoring we saw last season. Teddy 
Blueger gives Vegas another solid defensive option on the 
bottom line, as well as penalty-killing help. Jonathan Quick is 
the flashiest name added, but he may not see the ice in the 
playoffs if all goes well with Logan Thompson’s injury 
recovery. — Jesse Granger 
 
Washington Capitals 
 
Rating: 8 out of 10 
 
Analysis: With the Capitals’ playoff hopes fading, general 
manager Brian MacLellan acted decisively, trading away five 
veterans on expiring contracts. It was hard but necessary. In 
return, the Caps got former first-rounder Rasmus Sandin and 
a haul of picks. In fact, over the next three drafts, MacLellan 
now holds 11 selections in Rounds 1 through 3, giving 
himself a stockpile of draft capital that can be flipped for 
more immediate help. If I’ve got one quibble, it’s that 
MacLellan didn’t land a player like Jakob Chychrun, who 
could have supercharged a retool-on-the-fly strategy. — 
Tarik El-Bashir 
 
Winnipeg Jets 
 
Rating: 6 out of 10 
 
Analysis: Winnipeg added Nino Niederreiter for a great price 
and Vladislav Namestnikov for a good one. Both players 
have strong records in the roles they’ll be asked to play, and 
Kevin Cheveldayoff deserves credit for that. That said, top 
marks are impossible: 2024 looms large in the distance, 
Winnipeg’s window appears to be closing and the Jets left 
over $3 million in cap space unspent. If not now, with Connor 
Hellebuyck, Mark Scheifele and Pierre-Luc Dubois all on 
their current contracts, when? — Murat Ates 

 

Shayne Gostisbehere embraces familiarity and unfamiliarity in ‘weird’ Hurricanes debut 

By Michael Russo 
 
TEMPE, Ariz. — To say Friday was strange for Shayne 
Gostisbehere was an understatement, but he managed to 
find his way down the breezeway outside Mullet Arena to the 
other side of the annex that houses the visitors locker room. 
 
The inside and oddly the upstairs, where players shower and 
change, is identical to the Coyotes’ room, only flipped 
around. 

 
“The dressing room is like a mirror image, so I’m going to the 
wrong side every time,” Gostisbehere said Friday morning. 
“But, no, it’s been cool.” 
 
Hours later, after slipping on a white Carolina Hurricanes 
road sweater for the first time, Gostisbehere oddly skated 
onto the ice of the pocket-sized building that was his home 
until two days earlier. As he skated with his new teammates 
for the first time, he turned around and saw his old, 
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exchanging pleasantries and laughs with those who were left 
from a busy trade deadline for the Coyotes that included his 
own departure to a team that would soon pound his old one. 
 
“It was a little weird,” he said after a 6-1 victory that included 
his first goal with the Canes. “I’m not going to lie … just being 
on the other side so quick. Just the other day I was on the 
other team, so (a) little weird.” 
 
In mere minutes after doing line rushes with the Canes for 
the first time, Gostisbehere would become the 11th trade 
acquisition in franchise history to make his Hartford/Carolina 
debut against the team that traded him, according to NHL 
Stats. There have been only four such instances in 
Hurricanes history with the last being Bobby Sanguinetti after 
getting traded from the New York Rangers on March 13, 
2012. 
 
“Yeah, it’s definitely unique,” Gostisbehere said. 
 
But, let’s be honest, too, he couldn’t be more thankful as the 
potential free agent in four months was thrown a lifeline by 
Coyotes general manager Bill Armstrong. For a 2026 third-
round pick, Gostisbehere was traded from the 28th-place 
team in the NHL to the Metropolitan Division leaders and a 
bona fide Stanley Cup contender stacked with talents like 
Sebastian Aho, Brent Burns, Jaccob Slavin, Martin Necas 
and Andrei Svechnikov. 
 
“It’s an awesome opportunity,” Gostisbehere, 29, said. “A lot 
of guys don’t get these opportunities. Cliche, but basement 
to the penthouse. It’s definitely cool. I’m just here to get on 
the train and help this team win.” 
 
He did just that during Carolina’s whipping of his 
undermanned former mates by playing steady on the back 
end alongside new partner Jalen Chatfield and contributing 
with one of Carolina’s three power-play goals. In fact, the 
goal came on his first power-play shift within moments. 
 
“Good boost of confidence,” he said. 
 
And this is precisely why Canes GM Don Waddell targeted 
“Ghost.” 
 
The Canes are one terrific hockey team as evidenced by 
Burns’ four points, Aho and Necas’ three points and yet 
another outstanding performance by goalie Antti Raanta. But 
one area they have struggled with this season is on the 
power play. They entered the game ranked 23rd, and 
Waddell had been searching for a quarterback for the 
second unit. 
 
“Burns, he does a good job for us on the one unit, but we just 
thought our power play needed that one more guy on the 
point,” Waddell said. “Quarterbacks are hard to find. There’s 
no perfect players. But we were in touch with Arizona for a 
long time about Shayne.” 
The “NEW GUY” on the Carolina Hurricanes, Shayne 
Gostisbehere, chats with color analyst Tripp Tracy hours 
before making his debut against his old team, the Arizona 
Coyotes. (Michael Russo / The Athletic) 
 

Gostisbehere was sidelined in January by an upper-body 
injury, which stalled trade talks. When he returned Feb. 19, 
talks re-engaged and reached the point where a deal finally 
could be made. 
 
Gostisbehere, acquired from the Philadelphia Flyers in the 
summer of 2021, scored 24 goals and 82 points in 134 
games for the Coyotes. He scored 14 goals and 37 assists in 
82 games last season, his highest production since 2017-18. 
This season, he has 11 goals and 32 points in 53 games. 
 
“It was a win-win for both sides,” Armstrong said of 
Gostisbehere and the Coyotes. “We took him on a bad 
contract and we didn’t really know how good he can be. Our 
coaching staff did an amazing job with him by just getting 
him refurbished, getting his new game in order. He was 
outstanding for us from the time he got here to the time he 
left. He helped us win some games and (had) a great effect 
on the young guys by his work ethic and professionalism. 
 
“Now he has a chance to go win a championship with 
Carolina, so we’re very proud of him.” 
 
Gostisbehere spent the morning meeting his new 
teammates. He planned to apologize to defenseman Brady 
Skjei, who was a couple of stalls to his left, for dominating 
the 2014 national championship for Union against Skjei’s 
University of Minnesota Golden Gophers. 
 
“He put on a show,” Skjei said. “He was the best player on 
the ice. … We’re pumped to have him (here). He’s going to 
be a great add for us.” 
 
Gostisbehere walked in the room and immediately felt the 
love from his new teammates. 
 
“It’s a close-knit group,” Gostisbehere said. “Everyone is 
super nice. Everyone is coming up to me, introducing 
themselves and just making me feel comfortable.” 
 
And he’s already hitting it off with coach Rod Brind’Amour. 
 
“Everyone told me when I got traded here, ‘You’re going to 
love Rod,’” Gostisbehere said. “He’s been awesome to me. 
Helped me feel comfortable, get the systems down. Very 
unique system. I think it’s more the language and whatnot, 
but he’s been awesome and obviously you want to play for a 
coach like that.” 
 
After the game, he said the terminology the Canes use is 
different than most teams he has been around. 
 
“I’m asking questions after every shift,” he said, laughing. 
 
But Brind’Amour couldn’t have been more impressed by the 
player who logged nearly 17 minutes, registered three shots 
and attempted another six. 
 
“Tough situation,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s coming in playing 
on a new team and playing your old team. But he looked, 
like, really comfortable. He didn’t look like he was nervous or 
didn’t know what he was doing. You can obviously see he’s 
going to help us.” 
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Gostisbehere usually wears No. 14, but that number 
belonged to Justin Williams with the Hurricanes. So the 
defenseman opted to flip the numbers and go with 41, an 
ode to his father, Regis, a former professional jai alai player 
in Connecticut, Gainesville and Ocala, Fla., and eventually 
South Florida, where Gostisbehere was born and bred. 
 
“His nickname was the Wild Man,” Gostisbehere said. “He’s 
not too wild anymore.” 
 
As odd as it was, Gostisbehere figured it would be a good 
thing to play his former team in his debut. He was right. 
 
“I think it’s a blessing, eases a little bit, you’re a little familiar 
with who you’re playing against,” he said. 

 
And in the end, he can’t wait to get more familiar with the 
new team he’s playing with. After the rout over his former 
team, it was remarkable how quiet the Canes were coming 
off the ice. There was no hooting and hollering, no loud 
noises coming from the locker room and barely even music 
blaring from inside. 
 
It struck Gostisbehere just how much the Canes have bigger 
aspirations than just beating a makeshift Coyotes team. 
 
“It’s business here. Strictly business,” Gostisbehere said. 
“You win the games you’re supposed to win. You win your 
games and it’s on to the next one.” 
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Key Quotes & Notes: Don Waddell’s Trade Deadline Day Availability 

What the Canes President & General Manager had to say 
about the team’s standpoint following 3 p.m. 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Carolina Hurricanes President & General 
Manager met with reporters shortly after the NHL's Trade 
Deadline on Friday. 
 
Below are his thoughts on some of the hot topics... 
 
On the acquisitions of Gostisbehere and Puljujarvi being the 
only moves made for the team... 
 
"We talked about our needs going into the deadline and the 
one thing we talked about was the power play. Hopefully, 
we've addressed that in adding some depth. Making a trade 
just for the sake of making a trade is not what we do here. 
We're also not going to spend a big price on rental players. 
My coach really likes the players we have." 
 
Why the team took the route it did at the deadline... 
 
"I met with some of the leaders on our team before they left 
town. We have something good with this bunch of guys, led 
by Rod. They believe in each other. This group is very close. 
There was concern that we maybe had to lose someone off 
of our roster." 
 
Providing perspective on some other teams being willing to 
move their first-round picks and more... 
 
"Our philosophy is that we're not going to pay a ransom price 
for a short-term result that may not be there. There's a lot of 
good teams that aren't going to win a playoff round this 
year." 
 
On some of the other teams in the league making big 
splashes... 

 
"If you look back at the history of the trade deadline and how 
many guys have been traded, how many teams win a 
Stanley Cup? Every year there are 30 guys traded or so, and 
if I still remember right, only one team is going to win the 
Cup. There's going to be a lot of disappointed teams." 
 
Touching on the importance of holding onto first round draft 
picks because of rosters needing entry-level contract 
players... 
 
"Almost every conversation [with a selling team] started with 
first round picks. In some of the bigger cases, they wanted 
young players off of our team, which we just weren't going to 
do. You see the first round picks, it's currency. In a salary 
cap world, your best players, to keep them it's going to cost 
you significant cap. You're going to need entry-level contract 
players coming into your organization... It's not like the old 
days where you can have 20 veteran players and you can 
just pay them whatever amount of money. You want to make 
sure you have enough money to take care of your stars, and 
then you have to fill the rest with good players coming 
along." 
 
What Puljujarvi brings to the group... 
 
"He's a big guy. We wanted to get bigger along the wall and 
he skates really well... We think he's got more in his tank 
than how things have gone for him." 
  
Additional Notes 
 
- Waddell said that he'd had conversations with Arizona GM 
Bill Armstrong for about a month and a half regarding 
Shayne Gostisbehere. 
- Edmonton General Manager Ken Holland initially said he 
wouldn't want to move Jesse Puljujarvi unless the team was 
in a "cap situation." Waddell said that the team had been 
interested in the Finn for about a year or so.
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Assessing the Hurricane’s trade deadline tightrope 

Did the Hurricanes blow an opportunity, or are they patiently 
biding their time? Or… why not both? 
 
By Brian LeBlanc 
 
The Canes Country staff Slack is always an eccentric 
repository of commentary, “Lumbus” jokes, interesting 
articles that may find their way into a Storm Advisory, and 
plenty of general nonsense. 
 
Rarely, however, does it delve into two starkly drawn battle 
lines the way it did at about 3:15 Friday afternoon, after the 
Carolina Hurricanes made clear that their deadline shopping 
was complete and the additions of Shayne Gostisbehere and 
Jesse Puljujarvi would be the sum total of Tom Dundon’s 
self-professed “aggressive” approach to the 2023 NHL trade 
deadline. 
 
In one corner: a group that says the Hurricanes blew an 
opportunity, that these draft picks burning a hole in their 
pocket aren’t going to help win a Stanley Cup anytime soon, 
and oh by the way, did you notice that half the roster is due 
for a new contract after next season? That clock is ticking, 
and it isn’t getting any quieter. 
 
In the other corner: a group that looks at what other Eastern 
Conference contenders did, how they in many cases 
mortgaged the future to go all-in this year, and then looks at 
the Canes’ ten draft picks in the first three rounds over the 
next three seasons and says “you know, I get the long term 
plan, even if it’s somewhat disappointing in the immediate 
present.” After all, there’s only one team this season that’s 
threatening the all-time NHL record for points in a season, 
and it isn’t Carolina. 
 
So, I’ve come here today to say that when asking which is 
right, I will turn into the staff version of Switzerland and say 
they both are. I may fall a little bit more into the first group 
than the second (think 55-45 rather than 95-5), but each side 
has eminently reasonable arguments, and it’s no surprise — 
and, given the atmosphere around the league, admirable in 
its own way — that the Hurricanes’ braintrust resisted 
serious temptation and swung hard to group two. 
 
Ever since Sebastian Aho’s offer sheet was matched by the 
Hurricanes in the summer of 2019, it has been obvious that 
the Hurricanes see the 2024 offseason as a turning point in 
the team’s evolution. With no fewer than six franchise 
linchpins coming up for contracts that summer, four of them 
seeing the lure of unrestricted free agency for the first time, 
there is a very obvious window that may or may not be 
closing at the end of next season. 

 
It felt like a long way away when Aho came back into the 
fold. It isn’t anymore. It’s sixteen months from right now. 
 
With that in mind, why wouldn’t the Hurricanes have done 
something to maximize that window? Otherwise, you can 
easily see where they end up as the current generation’s 
version of the San Jose Sharks, a club that may have had 
even more star power than these Hurricanes (at least two, 
and maybe as many as four, players from that early-mid 
2010s Sharks squad will be in the Hall of Fame) and are yet 
best remembered as the team that could never get over the 
hump. The NHL’s version of the 90’s Buffalo Bills, if you will. 
 
But look at where the Sharks are now. They were good to 
very good for more than a decade, but now they’re going on 
four seasons where they’ve been nowhere near the playoffs, 
and it’s hard to see that changing in the next few years. 
That’s exactly the fate the Hurricanes are trying to avoid. 
After all, we know what it’s like to have a seemingly endless 
run of mediocrity or worse. 
 
Only one team can win the Stanley Cup each year, and this 
year there is a runaway leader in the odds to do so. During 
TSN’s trade deadline special, the question was asked “if you 
placed a bet right now, would you take the Boston Bruins or 
the field?” Most of the time the question would be so 
ridiculous it wouldn’t even be asked, similar to those “Tiger or 
the field” questions about golf tournaments 15 years ago. 
 
But this year, you at least have to consider your response, 
right? Are the Hurricanes — or anyone else — going to be 
able to topple the strongest championship favorite the NHL 
has seen in at least two decades? 
 
I mean, this was a team that was on track to reach the 
heights of the greatest teams in league history even before 
they added still more reinforcements at the deadline. 
However, those reinforcements, and the ones that other 
teams added in response, come at a cost. And here it is: 
 
- The Bruins have one first rounder (in 2025), no seconds 
and two thirds in the next three drafts. 
- The Lightning have no firsts, one second and two thirds. 
- The Maple Leafs have two firsts, no seconds and two thirds 
(not to mention their own contract Armageddon starting after 
next season). 
- The Rangers have three firsts, one second and two thirds. 
- The Devils have two in each round, possibly dropping to 
one first-rounder depending on the conditions of the Timo 
Meier trade. 
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Those ten picks the Hurricanes still have look pretty good 
next to that list. It’s not just about who you draft with them, 
it’s about who you use them to acquire. Would you rather 
use them to pick someone up this year, or hold onto them 
and strike when you predict some of those other teams might 
be on a downward trend? After all, the team they have right 
now is still sitting in second place in the entire league. Did 
they need reinforcements? Yeah, they did. At what cost, 
though? 
 
It’s absolutely fair to wonder if the Hurricanes could have 
done more at the deadline, or more specifically, could have 
been more active earlier. No one’s going to fault them for not 

spending a first or second rounder on, say, James van 
Riemsdyk or Jakub Vrana, simply because those were two 
names available at the deadline. 
 
So, yeah, be disappointed. The Hurricanes swung and 
missed on trying to get a true difference maker. But the end 
result of this year’s trade deadline is that they’re still among 
the NHL’s elite, they didn’t mortgage the future to stay there, 
and it’s obvious that they’re doing everything they can to 
remain relevant not just next year, but after the 2024 
offseason and even beyond. That’s worth recognizing, even 
if it comes with a somewhat bitter taste.

 

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS  
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article272696660.html#storylink=mainstage_lead 

https://theathletic.com/4273553/2023/03/03/nhl-trade-deadline-ranking/ 
https://theathletic.com/4273973/2023/03/04/nhl-trade-deadline-rankings/ 

https://theathletic.com/4274681/2023/03/04/shayne-gostisbehere-hurricanes-coyotes/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/key-quotes-and-notes-don-waddells-trade-deadline-day-availability/c-341790844 

https://www.canescountry.com/2023/3/4/23625080/nhl-trade-deadline-carolina-hurricanes-review-stanley-cup-shayne-gostisbehere-jesse-
puljujarvi 
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Jon Cooper benches offensive stars as Lightning’s skid continues 

 

Eduardo A. Encina  

 

BUFFALO, N.Y. — Jon Cooper always is careful not to overreact. He’s a 
former lawyer, so he deals in facts, and he makes moves only after he 
believes he’s put together a good case. He often lets his players 
determine the outcome of a game, and he’s extremely tactful about 
knowing which buttons to push. 

So the Lightning coach’s decision to bench the team’s top three forwards 
— Steven Stamkos, Brayden Point and Nikita Kucherov — for the third 
period of Saturday’s game against the Sabres was unmistakably 
calculated and undoubtedly a long time coming. 

His team is reeling defensively, and its 5-3 loss at KeyBank Center was 
its fourth straight and fifth in its past six games. In those losses, the 
Lightning (37-20-5) allowed an average of more than five goals per 
game. 

Cooper has put trust in his team before. Valleys are common during the 
82-game regular-season grind. Cooper has faith that his team will work 
out the kinks and become sound defensively come playoff time. And 
they’ve done that, making it to the Stanley Cup final the past three 
seasons. 

But after the Sabres all but put away Saturday’s game with three second-
period goals, Cooper had seen enough and ended the afternoon for his 
big three. 

“As coaches, you’ve got to put your team in the best position to win, and 
99.9% of the time, those guys give us the best chance to win when 
they’re on the ice,” Cooper said. “Just felt in the third period they weren’t 
giving us the best chance to win.” 

The Sabres stretched their lead to 5-1 on forward Jeff Skinner’s power-
play goal less than a minute into the third period before forward Alex 
Killorn scored twice to bring the Lightning back to within two. 

“This team’s been unbelievable for a decade, and you take the three 
(Stanley Cup) finals,” Cooper said. “Well, there’s a reason a lot of that’s 
happened. And we have set a standard here that everybody adheres to, 
and it’s not pick and choose. It’s everybody. And so, it’s how it was for 
(Saturday).” 

“(Stamkos, Kucherov and Point) are an extremely important part of our 
team, but for 20 minutes (Saturday), I thought the other guys could get it 
done, and they almost did.” 

Stamkos was a team-worst minus-3, his day ending with a check in the 
offensive end that led to a rush the other way that resulted in forward 
Jack Quinn’s goal with 14 seconds left in the second period to give 
Buffalo a 4-1 lead. 

Point, who had a team-high seven shots on goal, was minus-2. He did 
score the game’s first goal on a power play with 6:32 left in the first 
period, his team-high 39th goal of the season. Kucherov was minus-1. 

Cooper’s benching of the three stars, which came with the Lightning 5-5-
4 since the beginning of February, sent a message to the entire locker 
room. 

“Everyone’s just got to be better,” forward Anthony Cirelli said. 
“Obviously, ‘Coop’ is trying to send a message there, but that goes for 
the whole team. Each and every single one of us has got to elevate their 
game and just got to work a little bit harder and be better for a full 60 
(minutes). 

“But those (three) guys are a huge part of our team. So we’ll get them 
(today against the Hurricanes).” 

The big three haven’t been the only ones culpable in the defensive 
struggles. But in the locker room, the top players set the example. Tampa 
Bay didn’t become a championship team until its best offensive players 
bought in to playing defense. 

For the fourth straight meeting between the teams, a Sabres team that’s 
one of the most dynamic in the league pulled the Lightning into a high-
scoring, back-and-forth game. The teams combined for an average of 10 
goals in their three previous meetings, and though the Lightning won two, 
they didn’t feel good about their defensive effort. 

On Saturday, they yielded too many uncontested looks. Whether it was 
leaving forward Vinnie Hinostroza uncovered in front for a 2-1 lead in the 
second after the Sabres won a puck battle behind the net, or Kucherov 
and Stamkos converging on defenseman Mattias Samuelsson in front 
and leaving forward Tyson Jost open to convert an uncontested 
backhand from just outside the crease to make it 3-1 in the second, the 
Lightning looked slow, lost and disinterested in their end. 

“It’s just been, like, a weird few weeks,” forward Pat Maroon said. “Even 
all the games that we’ve been winning, it just hasn’t felt the same. 

“I think it’s little, little mistakes that are costing us right now, that are 
killing us right now. And it’s just one fly-by there and not stopping the 
house there, not breaking it out, turning pucks over. That stuff’s going to 
cost you, and (the puck is) going to be in the back of the net before you 
know it. So it’s easy fixes.” 
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Lightning’s Kucherov, Point, Stamkos benched vs. Sabres; ‘Weren’t 
giving us the best chance to win’ 

 

Matthew Fairburn  

 

BUFFALO, N.Y. — The Tampa Bay Lightning were trailing the Buffalo 
Sabres 4-1 after two periods on Saturday when coach Jon Cooper 
decided to send a message, benching his three top scorers, Steven 
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Stamkos, Nikita Kucherov and Brayden Point, for the entire third period. 
Here’s what you need to know: 

None of the three played a single shift during the final period, which 
ended in a 5-3 loss to Buffalo. 

Cooper said after the game: “99.9 percent of the time, those guys give us 
the best chance to win when they’re on the ice. … It just felt, in the third 
period, that they weren’t giving us the best chance to win.” 

The Lightning (37-20-5) have now lost four straight games and seven of 
their last nine. 

Backstory 

Point scored a power-play goal with assists from Kucherov and Stamkos 
to open the scoring in the game. But after that, the Lightning’s top players 
were an issue defensively. Stamkos was a minus three, Point was a 
minus two and Kucherov was a minus one. The Sabres have 84 percent 
of the expected goals when Stamkos was on the ice at five-on-five, 
according to Natural Stat Trick. 

“Well, as coaches you’ve got to put your team in the best position to win 
and 99.9 percent of the time those guys give us the best chance to win 
when they’re on the ice,” Cooper said after the game. “This team’s been 
unbelievable for a decade and you take the three finals, well there’s a 
reason a lot of that’s happened. We have a set of standards here that 
everybody adheres to and it’s not pick and choose, it’s everybody. It’s 
how it was for today and, like I said, those guys are an extremely 
important part of our team but for 20 minutes tonight, I thought the other 
guys could get it done and they almost did.” 

During a four-on-four in the second period, both Stamkos and Kucherov 
failed to break up a cross-ice pass and it led to an easy goal for Tyson 
Jost that put the Sabres up 3-1. On the Sabres’ fourth goal of the game, 
Stamkos didn’t make it back to the defensive zone after getting caught 
behind the net in the offensive zone. Kucherov’s final shift of the game 
dragged two minutes and 44 seconds. Point, meanwhile, was on the ice 
for a pair of Sabres goals. The Lightning did not make Stamkos, Point or 
Kucherov available to reporters after the game. 

The Lightning have been to the Stanley Cup Finals three seasons in a 
row and won back-to-back Stanley Cups in the 2019-20 and 2020-21 
seasons. Stamkos, Kucherov and Points were major contributors to 
those teams. Stamkos set a career high with 106 points last season. 

Even after the four-game losing streak, the Lightning are comfortably in 
third place in the Atlantic Division. But they have lost ground to the Maple 
Leafs for second place and home-ice advantage in the postseason. The 
Lightning have pulled through stretches like this before and are confident 
they can do so again with their tops scorers leading the way. 

What else they’re saying 

“A lot of pride in this room, in our organization,” Cooper said. “It’s not a 
situation where you’re upset with guys or you feel differently about guys. 
It’s you’ve got to come here and go to work. It’s the best league in the 
world with the best players in the world and if you’re not on it, you’re not 
giving to the standard that this franchise has set the standard bar for me 
in the league for the last how many years, you can’t go out there. Like I 
said, those guys, there’s a reason we have a standard that high – 
because of those guys. Just for a period tonight that was it.” 

“Those guys are our leaders,” Lightning forward Pat Maroon said. “You 
know, those guys lead the way. And those are the guys that we depend 
on every single night to play at a high pace, create offense, play good D. 
Everyone goes through a phase like that. I don’t think they’re going to be 
the only ones that have done that this year, that’s sat. But I think with 
Stammer, Kuch and Point, they’ll respond well to it. They’re veteran 
players and leaders on this team and they’re very vocal about it. 

“They’re mad about it and they’ll man up to it, and own up to it. And I 
think that’s why this locker room has been so good over the last few 
years is that we all hold each other accountable and we all kind of lean 
on each other when we need each other. And this is kind of a time 
where, you know, obviously a couple of leaders got sat and we don’t look 
at them any differently.” 

Which NHL teams had the best and worst trade deadlines? Scores for all 
32 
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About Last Night: Drouin finally scores in 3-2 loss to Ducks 

 

Erik Leijon  •  Special to Montreal Gazette 

 

The Canadiens’ Jonathan Drouin pounces on loose puck in crease 
behind Ducks goalie John Gibson to score his first goal of the season 
during first period of Friday night’s game at the Honda Center in 
Anaheim. 

Jonathan Drouin scored his first goal since Jan 1, 2022, as the 
Canadiens lost 3-2 to the Anaheim Ducks on Friday at Honda Center. 

Drouin also had an assist on the other goal by Nick Suzuki. Sam 
Montembeault made 30 saves. 

It was Montreal’s first game following the trade deadline earlier in the 
day. The Canadiens only made minor moves, and iced largely the same 
lineup compared to the night before against the Kings, only Justin Barron 
was out after suffering an upper-body injury. Chris Tierney took his spot. 

Drouin got the monkey off his back 1:16 into the game. John Gibson 
couldn’t hold on to Mike Matheson’s initial shot, and Drouin banged home 
the loose puck in the crease to bust the slump. He was relieved and his 
teammates were ecstatic. 

On l'a ressenti, celui-là   

A well-deserved sigh of relief#GoHabsGo pic.twitter.com/JwFJoNUwmp 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) March 4, 2023 

The Ducks got one back at 4:20. Johnathan Kovacevic couldn’t clear the 
Maxime Comtois pass into the slot, and Jayson Megna was there to take 
advantage. 

  Megna!! 

We are tied at one! pic.twitter.com/KGhHCITqLy 

— Anaheim Ducks (@AnaheimDucks) March 4, 2023 

Kaiden Guhle had an eventful period. He dropped Trevor Zegras with a 
big hit, but then left for the dressing room in the final moments after he 
came up clutching his shoulder after a hit by Comtois. He would return 
for the second. 

No goals in the second as the game tightened. In the third, the Anaheim 
crowd expressed their disappointment with the officials for missing a 
Mike Hoffman high-stick on Zegras, and then Zegras received a penalty 
for a retaliation on a hit by Matheson. Matheson was booed every time 
he touched the puck the rest of the night. 

The Habs didn’t score on the power play, but the Ducks succeeded on 
their two chances with the man-advantage in the third. The first was a 
laser by Mason McTavish with Tierney in the box. 

  Mac-T with a one-T on the power play! 

We lead 2-1!#FlyTogether pic.twitter.com/Sg8WgcgpOU 

— Anaheim Ducks (@AnaheimDucks) March 4, 2023 

Then with Josh Anderson serving two minutes or less for holding, Jakob 
Silfverberg beat Montembeault from the slot to give Anaheim a 3-1 lead 
with five minutes to go. 

  Silvy cleans it up! Another power-play goal! 

We lead 3-1. pic.twitter.com/qbfj0tICVs 
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— Anaheim Ducks (@AnaheimDucks) March 4, 2023 

With Montembeault pulled for an extra attacker, Suzuki on the door step 
pulled Montreal to within one with 30 seconds left on the clock. 

Le capitaine réduit l'écart. 

Nick brings us within one.#GoHabsGo pic.twitter.com/koP9q0uIqt 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) March 4, 2023 

That’s how it ended. Montreal leaves California with one win in three 
games. They’ll close out their West Coast trip in Vegas on Sunday. 

After reports of a quiet trade deadline for the Canadiens first bubbled up 
on Hockey Night in Canada a week ago, the Liveblog commenters were 
resigned to Montreal’s fate. Their best trade chip, Sean Monahan, wasn’t 
healthy, and there didn’t seem to be any other deals to be made. 

Did the lack of activity make for a disappointing deadline for Habs fans? 
The Liveblog commenters didn’t seem envious of all the trades 
happening elsewhere, and their one main acquisition Denis Gurianov had 
another noticeable evening with four shots on goal. So the plan for the 
rest of the season: enjoy the remaining healthy young players and start 
prepping for a busy offseason. 

3. “To me, one of the most interesting part of Deadline Day was the 
discussions about how one year certain goalies are “fantastic” and the 
next year they suck. It’s crazy how you can go from a Vezina year to a 
dumpster year.” -Carin Latzel 

2. “Zegras reminds me of Stutzle in Ottawa….whiney, cocky, spoiled 
brat.” -Bob Taylor 

1. “Just watched a replay of Drouin’s first of the season. It may not have 
been classic, but it counts (and given that Anderson tapped in one of 
Dru’s shots earlier in the season, seems just). Besides, he scored in one 
of the greasy areas, a la Gallagher. Good on him for going there. I am 
happy for him and the smiles on his teammates’ faces shows how happy 
they were for him.” -Michael Way 
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Four Canadiens priorities to keep an eye on through the end of the 
season 

 

Marc Antoine Godin  

 

ANAHEIM — About three weeks ago, in Brossard, Mike Hoffman 
described the trade deadline as a date like any other on the calendar, 
one that comes up every year, like Christmas. Hoffman said this 
unflinchingly, without wanting to let himself be affected by what might 
happen. The detachment contrasted with Joel Edmundson, who on 
Thursday mentioned that several teammates were “on edge” as much as 
he was. 

Although part of the Canadiens’ strategy was based on the trade 
deadline, Hoffman was right on one point: it’s just a date, it’s a milestone, 
and life goes on after March 3. 

This season is about development, collective and individual 
improvement, and in this respect, the goal has not changed. 

“To me, it’s finish the year, don’t coast to the finish line and count the 
days until the end of the season,” said coach Martin St. Louis after the 
Canadiens lost 3-2 to the Anaheim Ducks. 

“We’re going to go to work.” 

But beyond advancing young people, there are a few more specific 
issues the Canadiens have an opportunity to address in the last quarter 
of the season, questions that can be answered and that will help them in 
their longer-term goals. 

Let’s look at four of them. 

Taking a deep dive on their medical practices 

Kent Hughes noted Friday that no NHL team has been more hammered 
by injuries than the Canadiens since he became general manager on 
Jan. 18, 2022. The Canadiens are heading for a second straight season 
where they will dominate the National League for the number of man-
games lost. 

It could just be a massive wave of bad luck that has lasted two seasons, 
but it could also be that there are improvements that could be made in 
terms of preventative measures, properly diagnosing injuries and 
managing injuries once they happen. 

Much more than simply looking at man games lost, which were not all 
that bad prior to last season with largely the same medical and training 
staff in place, the Canadiens need to find a way to get a more accurate 
read on how long players will be out of the lineup. It is something the 
organization has already begun looking at internally. The lack of clarity in 
terms of return to play makes planning for days like Friday that much 
more difficult for the hockey operations staff. 

The case of Sean Monahan was particularly problematic in this regard. 

Monahan played on a fractured foot up until the point he was forced to 
shut it down on Dec. 5. Eight days later, the team’s medical staff pinned 
his absence at two to three weeks. But then Monahan suffered a different 
injury during his rehab — Hughes could not say with 100 percent 
certainty that the two were unrelated — and on Jan. 6, the Canadiens 
announced Monahan would need another two weeks to return. 

Two months later, the Canadiens have no clear timeline of when, or even 
if, Monahan will be able to return to the lineup this season. Back in early 
December, Monahan was the Canadiens’ most valuable trade chip 
ahead of the deadline, but they couldn’t provide potential suitors with an 
accurate portrait of when he would be ready to play because those 
goalposts never stopped moving. 

This is not the first time a Canadiens player’s health has been similarly 
murky, and that’s a problem. 

Hughes wanted to get involved in cap broker deals, to serve as a 
facilitator for other trades, and he did that in the Nick Bonino trade to 
Pittsburgh. But he also explained Friday that not knowing how injuries 
were going to play out meant he had to wait a bit longer before jumping 
headfirst into this market because he needed to know how much he had 
to work with. 

“Early on, you have to be sure to have the cap space to do it, so in our 
situation, just getting a better handle on injuries,” Hughes said. “We’ve 
gone through that uncertainty in the past where there’s a grey area. It’s 
great when it’s black and white in terms of return dates, but when you 
don’t have it, that has an influence.” 

The Canadiens must absolutely use the rest of this season to review their 
medical practices and find the necessary corrections, if they exist. 

During his mid-season press conference, Hughes said the Canadiens 
needed to do a better job of protecting players from themselves when 
they want to return to the lineup too quickly. Brendan Gallagher, who 
played three games upon returning from injury before finding himself right 
back on injured reserve, was a player Hughes used as an example to 
illustrate his point. Gallagher was supposed to miss a “minimum of six 
weeks” as of Jan. 11, and seven weeks later, his return to the lineup 
appears far from imminent. 

We could have another fresh example in Kaiden Guhle, who clearly 
injured his right shoulder Friday on a rather benign check from Maxime 
Comtois at the end of the first period. Guhle stayed in the game, but he 
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seemed clearly uncomfortable. Later, he took another hard hit, this time 
from Max Jones. And on a third-period power play, Guhle consistently 
ignored his shooting options and chose instead to pass the puck. 

After the game, Guhle had to undergo treatment and was unavailable to 
the media. 

If Guhle is forced to miss games because of his shoulder, the decision to 
allow him to finish the game will once again need to be questioned. 

Fans and media have been frustrated all season with the uncertainty 
surrounding the team’s injured players. But just imagine the frustration of 
the hockey operations department having to constantly operate in the 
dark, unable to make decisions based on clear, precise information. 

Denis Gurianov will have to prove himself 

If Evgenii Dadonov’s value on the trade market was no more than, say, a 
fourth or fifth-round draft pick, what would be the odds of a pick that late 
becoming a player of Gurianov’s calibre, however imperfect he might be? 
This was the calculation that led to the Canadiens acquiring the player 
the Dallas Stars took in the first round of the 2015 draft. 

It is a virtually risk-free gamble because if Gurianov does not meet 
expectations, the Canadiens could opt not to make a qualifying offer at 
the end of the season, which would then make it a trade of rentals. 

But if it works out, the Canadiens could sign Gurianov, and it wouldn’t 
necessarily have to be for as much as his qualifying offer of $2.9 million 
for next year. 

Asked to comment on the acquisition Friday, Hughes immediately 
suggested that any future investment in Gurianov would have to be cost-
effective. 

“We made the trade planning to keep him, but every player has a job to 
do, and our job is to evaluate them,” Hughes said. “So over the final 
games, we’ll be following him closely. When we got here last year, one of 
the problems we had was cap space, and this summer it’s the first time 
we’ll be arriving at a point where we have some flexibility. But every 
player needs to be worth his contract also.” 

At age 25, Gurianov is not as young as Kirby Dach, whom the Canadiens 
wanted to give a better chance to prove himself than what he got in 
Chicago. Gurianov is three years older and had his opportunities to 
produce in Dallas. The ball is therefore in his court to take advantage of 
the change of scenery to raise his game. 

His first two games with the Canadiens were Gurianov’s highest usage 
games of the season. St. Louis said after the game in San Jose that his 
new forward left a good first impression, registering six shots on goal and 
finding some chemistry with Nick Suzuki. 

“I watched some of his highlights,” St. Louis said. “A lot of speed, a good 
shot, not afraid to take the puck to the net … But I also noticed a lot of 
good habits away from the puck. I don’t see a one-dimensional player, 
which is exciting for a coach. ” 

Suzuki noted that Gurianov was good at making himself a passing option 
while gaining speed and compared his game to Josh Anderson’s in terms 
of being bigger bodies with speed who play well in straight lines and can 
get in on the forecheck. 

In Los Angeles, Gurianov beat Pheonix Copley with a booming slapshot. 
One can easily imagine his shot doing some damage on the power play. 

He was a little more discreet against the Ducks on Friday, but Gurianov 
still led the team with four shots on goal. 

The audition is going well so far, but Gurianov must try to find 
consistency. His former coaches in Dallas grew frustrated watching 
Gurianov shift back and forth from genius to ghost, and it is up to 
Gurianov to avoid the same pattern in Montreal. 

If he’s able to do that, the Canadiens will have hit a home run with this 
trade and found a top-six winger for the future. That’s far from a sure 

thing, but a solid end to the season would give Gurianov a nice launching 
pad in Montreal. 

Joel Edmundson’s body must be tested and preserved 

Now that he can put the uncertainty of the trade deadline behind him, 
Joel Edmundson would like to use the rest of the season to show the 
offensive side of his game and support the attack a little more often than 
he has done so far. Remember that in the past, his slap shot allowed him 
to score his share of goals. 

“But I just want to be a leader to these young guys, that’s kind of my main 
focus,” he added in the same breath. “Someone that they can look up to 
for the remaining 20-some games.” 

The way the Canadiens’ young defence emerged in Edmundson’s 
absence probably convinced the front office they can survive on the ice 
without one of their locker room leaders. And if that was clear before the 
deadline, it could be even more so after Guhle and Harris gain even 
more experience over the final third of the season. 

The Canadiens might consider trading Edmundson again around the 
draft when teams in a competitive window might have more cap space to 
take on the final year of his contract. But for the Canadiens to get a 
proper return, the 29-year-old would have to stay healthy. His back 
issues flaring up again in late January caused concern in the market and 
cratered his value. A healthy end of the season would help the 
Canadiens possibly get that value back up. 

There is nothing Edmundson can do to eliminate the risk of his back pain 
recurring, but he can be diligent in prevention. 

“I think it’s just I’m getting old,” he said with dry humour. “Every day you 
go to the rink, you’ve got to take care of your body. You use it every day 
and it’s a tough job, it wears you down over the years. So just taking care 
of your body. I’ve learned that every year. I’m just doing more and more 
in the gym and in the treatment room. I’m on the table every day, so just 
use what I have around me.” 

The Canadiens would be making a sound investment by helping to 
preserve and take care of Edmundson as much as possible from now 
through the end of the season. 

Managing the split in goal 

St. Louis doesn’t hide it: he’s a little uncomfortable talking about 
goaltending. It’s not really his area of expertise. That said, the goalie 
rotation is a topic the Canadiens need to continue exploring if only to 
ensure that maintaining the status quo still aligns with what they want to 
achieve in goal. 

Will they look to keep the same goalie tandem next season? Do they 
want to boost Allen’s value in the trade market this summer? How 
curious is the team to see how high Montembeault can go? The answers 
to each of these questions would lead to three different ways of 
managing the goaltenders’ workloads for the rest of the season, not to 
mention Hughes’ already expressed the desire to give Cayden Primeau 
some NHL starts before the end of the season. 

We have often written about the need to give Sam Montembeault more 
opportunities to show what he can do. Montembeault stepped up in Jake 
Allen’s absence and outplayed him in November. 

Those performances seemed to suggest Montembeault plays better 
when he plays often. 

“For sure when you play a few games in a row, or if you play two in three 
nights, you keep your rhythm, you have a lot of shots and when it goes 
well in a game, it’s just a matter of repeating that, and it’s easier to start 
again right away,” he said after the game in Anaheim. “But I just had a 
really good week of practice and I’m happy with the way it went today.” 

Since the week off in early February, Allen has played six games and 
Montembeault five, which suggests there’s already been a shift in how 
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St. Louis is balancing the workload. But during this stretch, Allen clearly 
played better than Montembeault. 

Canadiens goalies since the bye week 

To us, however, the Canadiens shouldn’t make too much of this small 
sample and should continue splitting the load in half, because that’s the 
best way for them to Montembeault while also getting the best out of 
Allen. 

Even if this tandem appears to be a stopgap solution considering where 
the Canadiens are positioned and the lack of a No. 1 goalie of the future 
in the system, the current setup could last for some time still. The 
Canadiens need to get the most out of it, and that means they need to 
continue developing Montembeault in this tandem role. 
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John Tortorella comes to Flyers’ GM Chuck Fletcher’s defense following 
trade deadline inaction 

 

Olivia Reiner  

 

John Tortorella said he understands that criticism comes with the territory 
of being at the helm of a Flyers team in the midst of a foundation reset. 
The head coach and general manager Chuck Fletcher deserve to be 
judged, Tortorella said, as the Flyers navigate their way through a trying 
time for the organization. 

But on Saturday, less than 24 hours after the trade deadline, Tortorella 
bristled at the criticism heaped on Fletcher for not moving winger James 
van Riemsdyk before the clock struck 3 p.m. on Friday. 

“Do you not think he tried to move him?” Tortorella asked. “Are you guys 
kidding me? He tried like hell to move [van Riemsdyk]. There’s so many 
different scenarios that went on. And I just don’t get the criticism of 
James still being here. It’s like Chuck held on to [him].” 

Tortorella defended Fletcher’s efforts and emphasized that it takes two 
parties to pull off a deal. He pointed to van Riemsdyk’s $7 million cap hit 
this season as being a factor in a prospective trade not getting done. 
Tortorella said he called van Riemsdyk and defenseman Justin Braun, 
who was also a rental candidate at the deadline on a one-year deal, after 
the deadline passed and expressed his disappointment in them not 
getting to compete for the playoffs. 

But while Tortorella reiterated that he and the Flyers “deserve a lot of 
crap out here,” he refused to pile it on Fletcher for not getting a van 
Riemsdyk trade done. 

“I just don’t want you to manufacture criticism of Chuck, at this point in 
time, at the deadline, because something sexy didn’t happen,” Tortorella 
said. “Nothing sexy was going to happen. I think we all understand that, 
don’t we — going into this? Is that we’re ... expiring contracts, we’re 
trying to gain assets. That’s the key. And [Fletcher] tried.” 

Van Riemsdyk balancing disappointment with Flyers pride 

Van Riemsdyk spent his Friday just as he would any other off day — at 
home with his kids, trying to enjoy a respite from the grind before getting 
back to work on Saturday. 

Whether or not he would be wearing a Flyers jersey while getting back to 
work, of course, was the big question that loomed over his head 
throughout the day. 

Fletcher and the Flyers, though, did not move the 33-year-old van 
Riemsdyk by the deadline on Friday. He will play out the remainder of his 
contract in Philadelphia this season before he becomes an unrestricted 

free agent at its conclusion. Van Riemsdyk said he has not spoken to 
Fletcher since the deadline passed. 

SportsNet reported in the final hour before the deadline that van 
Riemsdyk had been traded to the Detroit Red Wings, but a source told 
The Inquirer that the deal hadn’t been finalized at the time. Ultimately, it 
fell through, and van Riemsdyk remained on the Flyers roster. When 
asked about the rumored trade, van Riemsdyk declined to comment, but 
he expressed disappointment about not getting a chance to compete in 
the playoffs this season. 

“You play this game, you want to win, you want to get a chance to win,” 
van Riemsdyk said. “But ultimately, I love to play. So obviously, no matter 
what those circumstances are — a lot of times they are out of your 
control — I’ve loved playing here. Over the course of my career, I think 
I’ve shown that by signing only contracts to play here. So I get to finish 
that out.” 

Now, the remaining 20 games of the season serve two purposes for van 
Riemsdyk and the Flyers. For van Riemsdyk, it’s an opportunity to 
showcase his talents before he hits the open market, seeking to extend 
his 14-year NHL career. Van Riemsdyk has been hot and cold after 
missing all of November with an injured finger. While he registered nine 
goals and 14 assists in 41 games, he had just a goal and an assist in his 
last 12. 

For the Flyers, van Riemsdyk holds a role as a de facto coach, helping 
out by being vocal on the bench with his younger teammates. He has 
mentored young players such as 24-year-old Owen Tippett and 23-year-
old Morgan Frost, who he skated with on a line earlier this season. Both 
players are working to prove they deserve to be a part of the team’s 
future. 

“That’s what I always try to do, is you want to be a good teammate and 
play the right way and do things the right way,” van Riemsdyk said. 
“Especially in a situation where you have some more experience than 
some of the younger guys do [it’s to] try to help guys along. I think that’s 
ultimately part of being a pro, part of being a veteran and an experienced 
guy.” 

Breakaways 

Winger Brendan Lemieux, who was acquired on Friday from the Los 
Angeles Kings in the Zack MacEwen trade, was present for practice on 
Saturday. He wore No. 22 and skated on the third line at right wing 
alongside center Noah Cates and left winger Scott Laughton. He is 
expected to be in the lineup against the Detroit Red Wings on Sunday at 
6 p.m. (NBC Sports Philadelphia). ... Defenseman Cam York left practice 
early after he took a spill into the boards during a one-on-one battle. He 
appeared to be bleeding from his mouth when he skated off and went 
back to the locker room. 
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Fletcher can't find way to trade JVR, forced to defend his job, Flyers' 
direction 

 

Jordan Hall  

 

VOORHEES, N.J. — Somehow, when the dust settled from the NHL 
trade deadline, James van Riemsdyk was still a Flyer. 

In Chuck Fletcher's post-deadline press conference, the Flyers' general 
manager tried to explain why. But at this point, Flyers fans may be totally 
fed up with listening. 

Listening about why something didn't happen or hasn't happened yet. 
Listening about an aggressive retool followed by more patience being 
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required. Listening about why the team was selling at a third straight 
deadline but then couldn't move its most obvious trade chip. 

Justifiably, Fletcher had to defend his job as general manager Friday 
afternoon. 

By Friday's 3 p.m. ET deadline, the Flyers moved Zack MacEwen and 
Patrick Brown, two role players on expiring contracts. MacEwen was 
dealt to the Kings for Brendan Lemieux and a 2024 fifth-round draft pick, 
while Brown went to the Senators for a 2023 sixth-round selection. 

Van Riemsdyk, a big winger with two seasons of 30 or more goals on his 
long NHL résumé, was not moved. His age (33), contract (pending 
unrestricted free agent) and biggest strength (goal scoring) made him the 
Flyers' most clear-cut candidate to be traded. 

The Flyers were willing to retain half of his hefty $7 million salary left on 
an expiring, five-year, $35 million contract. Fletcher said he didn't get an 
offer for van Riemsdyk until Friday around 1:40 p.m. ET. It was a 
conditional offer. The interested club needed to move one of its forwards 
to another team in order to finalize a deal for van Riemsdyk. The 
prerequisite move didn't go down, so the van Riemsdyk offer was 
quashed. 

Fletcher said he talked to every team over the last three weeks and the 
only offer he received was the conditional one Friday afternoon. He 
couldn't find a buyer, even with spicing up offers. 

"I told teams absolutely I would take a player on an expiring deal, I would 
take a one-way contract in the minors, I could help on the cash," Fletcher 
said. "I was not interested in taking a player with term, unless that player 
could help us going forward. We tried to be as accommodating as 
possible. 

"But we never had an offer, there was never anything that broke down, 
there was never anybody that said, 'I'm only going to give you a third or a 
fourth or a sixth and take it or leave it' — I never even got that. I don't 
know what to say. 

"Yesterday, for example, I received two calls — one on JVR, one on 
another player. And I made 17. I just counted my log. We actively did our 
best to get an asset and to give JVR the opportunity to play in the 
playoffs. It didn't happen." 

Couldn't the Flyers have recognized the market wasn't going to change in 
their favor as the deadline got closer? Couldn't they have pivoted earlier 
in the week — or prior to that — to ensure they at least moved van 
Riemsdyk for something? 

Last offseason elicited plenty of questions with the Flyers. Now it's the 
trade deadline that left many asking why and how. 

The Flyers are 23-28-11 with 20 games left on their schedule. Those 
games will be about the future and van Riemsdyk will be along for the 
ride before he walks in free agency during the summer. 

First-year head coach John Tortorella has been honest about the Flyers' 
timeline. Fletcher, in his fourth full season as GM, has admitted it'll be a 
longer process as the Flyers build back up through youth. 

"We need more talent and that's on me," Fletcher said. 

A massive summer is not far away for the Flyers. One of the bigger 
questions ahead is if Comcast Spectacor chairman and Flyers governor 
Dave Scott will maintain his faith in the club's direction under Fletcher. 

"I'm not worried about my job — whatever happens with me will happen 
with me. That's up to Dave Scott," Fletcher said. "But everything I do is 
about doing what's right for the Philadelphia Flyers and not taking 
shortcuts, and that's in part why we didn't make any more deals today. 
The deals that were presented to me were not good deals for the 
Philadelphia Flyers. 

"Last summer, being more aggressive was not going to be good for the 
Philadelphia Flyers. Maybe in the short run, it makes me look better. But 

we don't want band-aids anymore. We want to build this the right way 
and we're committed to doing it. 

"Those are my words; my actions will have to back it up, but we're 
committed to doing it." 

Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 03.05.2023 

 


