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Hurricanes explode past Tampa Bay as Frederik Andersen posts first shutout of season 
By Chip Alexander 

For those wondering how the Carolina Hurricanes would fare 
after the NHL trade deadline, here’s their response: 

Two games, two wins, 12 goals. 

And two of those goals are from one of their new additions, 
defenseman Shayne Gostisbehere. 

Beating the Arizona Coyotes on Friday was one thing, The 
Coyotes are one of the worst teams in the league and played 
that way. 

But the way the Hurricanes took care of the Tampa Bay 
Lightning on Sunday at PNC Arena, winning 6-0 behind 
Teuvo Teravainen’s hat trick and Frederik Andersen’s 
shutout, was as impressive as it was decisive. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi had a goal and career-high four assists 
for Carolina, which scored four power-play goals Sunday and 
converted seven of eight in the two wins. Kotkaniemi was 
named the game’s first star as the Canes kept the pressure 
on goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy -- and off Andersen. 

The Canes (41-12-8) maintained their lead over the New 
Jersey Devils in the Metropolitan Division while Tampa Bay 
(37-21-5) has lost five straight.  

‘There’s a reason why we’re high in the standings right now,” 
Kotkaniemi said. “We’ve got a helluva group right here in the 
room.” 

The six-goal victory matched the Canes’ biggest against 
Tampa Bay — Carolina won 9-3 on March 7, 2009. 

“We came out really well and stuck with it most of the game,” 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We’ve had a lot of 
games this year where we put up a lot of action at the net 
and looked like that and didn’t score, and that’s frustrating, 
Especially against these guys. Generally we don’t get a lot 
because their goalie is the difference. So it was nice to see 
us get a few.” 

Andersen had 14 saves in improving to 15-6-0 this season.. 
It was his first shutout of the season and 24th of his career, 
and the Canes made it an easy day for him. 

The Lightning was limited to four shots in the opening period. 
Tampa Bay had none in the second — none — and its four 
through 40 minutes were the fewest through two periods in 
an NHL game this season. 

Andrei Svechnikov had the game’s first goal and the Canes 
led 2-0 after the first as Teravainen scored on the power 
play. Teravainen scored again in the second for a 3-0 lead 
and Gostisbehere received a big cheer with his power-play 
goal in the period. 

The biggest cheer was saved for Teravainen. His third goal, 
in the third, had hats flying on the ice after he followed up a 
rebound for a 5-0 lead. 

It was Teravainen’s second career hat trick – his first was in 
2017. The Finnish winger, playing his best hockey of the 
season, also passed 400 career points in the game. 

Teravainen called the hat trick special, saying he was 
dedicating it to a grandfather who passed away a week ago. 

Gostisbehere finished with two assists to go with his goal for 
a three-point game. Martin Necas had three assists in tying 
his career best. 

“Everyone’s got a job in here and everyone’s got a role,” 
Gostisbehere said. “They told me my role from day one and 
that’s what I focus on. I’m just happy to get on board this 
train and hopefully keep it rolling.” 

Gostisbehere was obtained Wednesday from the Coyotes 
with the intent of pumping up the Canes’ power play as well 
as adding an experienced D-man. He then scored on the 
power play Friday against the Coyotes as the Canes romped 
to a 6-1 road victory. 

Make it two for two. Gostisbehere, again quarterbacking 
Carolina’s second power-play unit, unleashed a heavy rising 
shot Sunday for a power-play goal. 

The Canes’ big win came a day after Lightning coach Jon 
Cooper benched his top line of Steven Stamkos, Brayden 
Point and Nikita Kucherov in the third period of a 5-3 loss at 
Buffalo. 

It was just a tough day for the Lightning, now 0-4-1 in the last 
five. Defenseman Victor Hedman was injured, leaving the 
game after a check from Svechnikov that had Hedman crash 
into the end boards. Kucherov had to leave after taking an 
inadvertent puck in the face from Svechnikov, who was 
looking to dump the puck. 

Svechnikov’s goal, his 22nd, came after his initial shot was 
blocked, the forward collecting the puck quickly and beating 
Vasilevskiy with a shortside shot. 

The puck was in and out of the net so quickly that at first few 
knew if Svechnikov had scored or if the puck skipped off the 
crossbar. But Svechnikov knew, immediately raising his 
stick. 

Andersen had little work until the third. The Lightning’s 
Brandon Hagel hit the post in the second period with the 
Canes leading 3-0. 

The Canes’ other acquisition before the deadline, forward 
Jesse Puljujarvi, has not played. Obtaining a work visa after 
his trade from Edmonton, he is scheduled to join the Canes 
in Montreal on Monday.
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Behind the scenes for the Hurricanes’ trade deadline, and why they’re not worried about 
the East arms race 
By Michael Russo 

TEMPE, Ariz. — The Hurricanes came into Friday’s NHL 
trade deadline as one of the teams to watch. They have the 
cap space. They are one of this season’s most realistic 
Stanley Cup contenders. They are part of a pack at the top of 
the Eastern Conference that had seen an arms race in the 
weeks leading up to deadline day. 

But, if anything, in the hours ahead of the 3 p.m. ET last call 
for trades, Carolina general manager Don Waddell — known 
as one of the league’s boldest execs — was calm. Confident 
in his team as it stands. Unfazed by the moves elsewhere. 

On Friday, inside the war room, he made his calls, checking 
in with teams around the league and considering options. 
There were some big possibilities, and some that didn’t make 
it to the rumor mill. Trades that could have been headliners. 

But Waddell resisted. 

The Hurricanes had already tinkered in the days leading up 
to the deadline, adding power-play quarterback Shayne 
Gostisbehere and reclamation project Jesse Puljujarvi. Yes, 
there was room to do more after losing Max Pacioretty to a 
recurrence of his Achilles tendon tear. But in the end, the 
right move wasn’t there. And Waddell, never one to hold 
back, this time was OK with that. 

“We talked with a lot of people. We have these last two 
weeks,” Waddell said. “But we have a different approach, 
obviously, than some teams, and we don’t get caught up in 
what anybody else is doing.” 

Waddell and the Canes weren’t intimidated one iota by the 
Devils snatching Timo Meier a week earlier, although there’s 
no doubt that’s the guy the Hurricanes made their biggest 
pitch for. They didn’t care about the Rangers getting Patrick 
Kane and Vladimir Tarasenko, the Maple Leafs grabbing 
Ryan O’Reilly and overhauling their blue line, the Bruins 
nabbing Tyler Bertuzzi and Dmitry Orlov or the Lightning 
paying a bunch of draft picks and a prospect for Tanner 
Jeannot. 

The Hurricanes tried to make things happen with other 
teams. It looked like Calgary could be a possibility at one 
point, maybe even for a deal to reacquire Elias Lindholm — a 
name that wasn’t discussed much in trade speculation 
leading up to the deadline. 

But that didn’t come to fruition. 

Instead, the Canes held to their philosophy of building their 
team in the summer and tweaking along the way. They don’t 
like to pay big prices for rentals. If a good player on the 
trading block has term remaining, they’ll usually take a long 
look and are willing to pay, like in February of 2020 when 
they parted with a first-round pick to get defenseman Brady 

Skjei, who had four years left on his six-year contract, from 
the Rangers. 

The Hurricanes did take a big swing at Meier this year and 
were deeply disappointed not to land him. Whether they 
agree or not that their package was less worthy than New 
Jersey’s doesn’t matter. Sharks GM Mike Grier chose the 
Devils, and the Canes were left to pivot. 

“We all judge prospects differently,” Waddell said. “How we 
view their prospects or what they got versus ours is personal 
opinion. You won’t know until the next three or four years 
when all these prospects turn pro whose deal was better. So 
it’s hard to say. We were disappointed, obviously, but at the 
end of the day, we had offered what we felt very comfortable 
with giving up, and it wasn’t enough. 

“So you’ve got to turn the page and move on.” 

Two days later, the Hurricanes added Puljujarvi for prospect 
Patrik Puistola, a 2019 third-round pick. Waddell had been 
talking to Ken Holland for a couple of weeks and the Oilers 
GM told him they weren’t planning to trade Puljujarvi unless 
they needed the cap space. Then, suddenly, the Oilers were 
going hard after Nashville’s Mattias Ekholm and needed 
wiggle room. 

Holland called, offered Puljujarvi and told Waddell he 
couldn’t take a penny back. Waddell gave Holland a list of 
prospects he’d part with, and a couple of hours later, Holland 
called back and the deal was done. 

Puljujarvi, 24, was drafted fourth in 2016 and needed a 
change of scenery like few others as the pressure kept 
mounting in Alberta’s capital. The move reunites him with 
young Canes star Sebastian Aho. In 2016, Puljujarvi and 
Aho were on one of the best world junior championships 
lines in history with Patrik Laine, the trio combining for 44 
points to lead Finland to gold. 

Puljujarvi led the tournament with 17 points in seven games. 

“Jesse will bring speed — lots of speed,” Aho said of his pal, 
who has 51 goals and 112 points in 317 NHL games and is 
expected to meet his new teammates late Monday or 
Tuesday in Montreal, provided he can get his work visa from 
the U.S. consulate in Ottawa on Monday. “He’s got a very 
good shot, too, so I bet he scores some goals for us. 

“Sometimes it helps to get in a new environment and get kind 
of a fresh start, but it’s for sure gonna take a little time for 
him to adjust to the system and the guys in the room. A new 
country, too. A lot of new stuff. But when he adjusts, I bet it’ll 
be good.” 

Following that move up, two days before the trade deadline, 
Waddell added to what was already one of the NHL’s best 
blue lines. As good as the Canes have been this season, 
their power play has sputtered on too many nights, even with 
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Brent Burns running one of the units. They wanted a 
quarterback for the second power play, so Waddell called 
Coyotes GM Bill Armstrong and swung the Gostisbehere 
trade for a 2026 third-round pick. 

Sure enough, Gostisbehere debuted against his former team 
and scored on his first power play in a Canes sweater in a 6-
1 pounding at Mullett Arena on Friday night. Two days later, 
Gostisbehere scored another power-play goal and assisted 
on two other power-play goals in a 6-0 dismantling of the 
Lightning. 

Magic or not, since Ghost’s arrival, the Canes’ power play 
has gone 7-for-9 in two games and risen from 23rd in the 
NHL to 13th. 

“Ghost is a real help,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“We needed that power-play guy — the guy that can move 
the puck — and he definitely fills a need. Puljujarvi, I don’t 
know yet how we’re going to use that. I think that’s more let’s 
see what we can get — hopefully, resurrect a once young, 
very promising player. So we’ll see where that goes.” 

As it stands, deadline moves or no, the Hurricanes are one 
terrific hockey team. 

They have the second-best record in the NHL (41-12-8), with 
90 points and a plus-57 goal differential. They’re 16-3-1 in 
their past 20 games, averaging 3.43 goals per game 
(seventh in the NHL) and 2.51 goals against per game 
(second). Their penalty kill ranks third at 83.3 percent. They 
average the third-most shots per game at 35.2 and give up 
the fewest (26.0). 

There was no temptation to force-feed things to keep up with 
the rest of the East arms race. 

“If you look, obviously the Atlantic Division there, a lot of 
teams made a lot of moves there and, for sure, one good 
team’s going to lose in the first round and another good 
team’s going to lose in the second round,” Waddell said. “So 
as an organization, we don’t feel the pressure to just make 
moves because other teams have. 

“For rentals, I was not willing to give up top prospects or just 
to give away picks when we’re going to need picks. We’re 
always a cap team. But we’ve got a lot of contracts coming 
up in a year from now, and we’re going to need young 
players coming in the lineup just because of the salary 
system. As an organization, we have a philosophy that we’re 
not going to get in the rental business and give up those 
types of picks.” 

There was conjecture that the Canes were interested in 
Coyotes forward Nick Schmaltz, whose 10 goals since Jan. 
26 are tied for ninth in the NHL. 

There’s just no way it could have worked, though, without 
Arizona retaining a large chunk. That’s because Schmaltz 
has three years left on his contract with a $5.85 million cap 
hit and backloaded salary of $24.45 million remaining on his 
seven-year $40.95 million contract. 

“If you look at our salary cap, next year, we’re in really good 
shape,” Waddell said. “The year after, I’ve got Skjei, (Brett) 
Pesce, (Seth) Jarvis, (Martin) Necas, Aho and (Teuvo) 
Teravainen all coming off their deals. The year after that, 

Burns and (Jaccob) Slavin. So to pick up a guy right now — 
regardless of who the player was — that had more than next 
year left, it was not something that we’re going to be able to 
do. 

“We’re all great forecasters and all great planners for where 
the cap’s going, but nobody knows exactly how the cap’s 
going to get there. So we want to make sure that we don’t 
put ourselves in a bad spot where we can’t retain the players 
that we want to retain.” 

If you connect the dots of Waddell only being able to add 
players with a year left of term, one team that stands out as a 
potential trade partner is the Flames. And two players who fit 
Waddell’s criteria are Lindholm, the former Canes center, 
and veteran winger Tyler Toffoli. Both have a year left on 
their contracts at a hair under $5 million. 

Toffoli could have been a good add as a finisher, and 
Lindholm could slot right into the middle of the Hurricanes’ 
second line with Teravainen and Necas. 

In the end, Flames GM Brad Treliving, with his players 
fighting for their playoff lives, probably didn’t want to punt on 
this season or next by trading away either talented forward. 

And maybe missing on Lindholm will turn out OK for Carolina 
anyway. In Sunday’s dissection of the Lightning, second-line 
center Jesperi Kotkaniemi had five points and Teravainen 
and Necas combined for six, with Teravainen getting a hat 
trick. 

This is why Canes players don’t seem bothered that Waddell 
landscaped around the edges rather than landing the big 
fish. 

“I’ve always believed in our group, so it doesn’t really change 
our mindset in what we do on a day-to-day business and 
what we believe in this room,” Canes captain Jordan Staal 
said. “Obviously, other teams can do what they want and fill 
their holes with whatever they think they need. We believe in 
this room, and the small pieces we’ve added I think will be 
huge additions. 

“We didn’t need much, and the one thing I’ll add is our 
system is not easy to learn. It’s pretty tricky compared to 
most. I think it’s pretty hard to jump into, so I really think with 
our group and the way we play that we can do some 
damage.” 

Waddell said Staal’s rationale is exactly why the Canes 
believe you build your team in the summer. 

“Rod does play a different system,” Waddell said. “And we’ve 
seen it as guys have come in and out at different times. 
There is a big adjustment period because you have to trust 
the guys on the ice to do what the coaches ask them to do. 
And a lot of teams don’t play the man-on-man like we do. 
And all you need is one hiccup from one player, and, before 
you know it, the puck’s in your net. 

“So we’ve talked about that to great length, that we weren’t 
going to make changes just for the sake of making changes 
or just add to say we added this. We wanted to make sure 
we addressed certain needs, which we felt we did, and 
continue to believe in this group of players.” 
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Skjei smiled wide when asked if the moves by other teams 
made him worry. 

“It doesn’t make me nervous at all really,” the defenseman 
said. “What we’ve shown this year is we can play with 
anybody. We made moves that will help our team. With 
Ghost, he’ll definitely help on the power play. That’s 
something we definitely needed. Puljujarvi is a young, skilled 
guy. 

“I love the chemistry we have on our team. We all know the 
way that we want to play, which is fast and on top of guys. I 
don’t think we needed to change really that much. We added 
pieces that will help us, and we’re excited for the long run 
ahead.” 

Added Aho, “We’re a tight-knit team with a ton of talent. We 
made the moves we needed to make.” 

In January, when the Canes lost Pacioretty on the final shift 
of a blowout win over Minnesota, Waddell was convinced 
he’d probably need to make another move for a finisher. 

“It wasn’t as devastating for me as it was for our team and for 
him,” Waddell said, “because we watched him, what he went 
through after the first injury. He was in the workout room and 
training room for four or five months doing everything 
possible to get ready. That’s not an easy injury to come back 
from. And the night he went down, we won the game and it 
was the most somber I’ve seen our locker room. 

“So it was disappointing from a hockey standpoint, but it was 
more devastating from a personal standpoint.” 

But as Waddell continued to gauge his team, he reverted 
back to the Canes’ philosophy: No rentals for big prices, but 
he was willing to add players like Meier, in the last year of his 
deal before restricted free agency, or talents with one year of 
term. 

The right trade just wasn’t out there. 

But, again, he isn’t worried. 

“Some people disagree with me that you largely build your 
team in the summer,” Waddell said. “But our philosophy is 
the guys that have been with you all year battling with you 
and that our coach believes in, these are the guys we’re 
going to go to battle with. Everybody’s got different 
pressures, everybody’s got different setups. So I can’t fault 
anybody for what they believe they need to do. Our goal is to 
worry about us and try to go deep in the playoffs, and our 
goal here is to win a Cup. 

“So that’s what we’re going to focus on, and not worry too 
much about what other teams have done or how they got 
there.” 

Added Brind’Amour, “Hey, listen, everybody got better 
players, that’s for sure. They went out and grabbed the top 
guys from every other team. But we’ll see. Only one team 
can win it, and I know we’re going to give it everything we 
can.” 

 

Weekend NHL rankings: Most interesting trade deadlines, Senators surge, Canucks 
questions 
By Sean McIndoe 

Well, that was a week. 

Deadline day ended up being a bit of a bust, but only 
because all the big names had already moved. You can get 
caught up on all the important stuff here, plus grades for all 
the deals and all the teams. (That last one is fun. Four teams 
got a 3/10 or worse. Hint: Two of them are in the same state. 
That state is hopelessness.) 

For our purposes, when we last did these rankings we’d just 
seen Timo Meier head to New Jersey in a 13-piece deal, and 
Tanner Jeannot go to Tampa in exchange for all the picks. 
We also knew Patrick Kane was going to be a Ranger, even 
though it wasn’t official. But we hadn’t yet seen the deals for 
Mattias Ekholm or Jakob Chychrun, the Jonathan Quick 
drama, trades for Tyler Bertuzzi or Max Domi, whatever the 
Leafs were doing with their blue line, or roughly two dozen 
other moves. 

So things have changed. But ultimately, how much? After all 
those moves, do the rankings really look all that different? 

We’ll get to that in a minute. But first, let’s use our bonus 
ranking to cover off a few teams that kept things interesting 
over the last week or two. These aren’t necessarily the 
teams that made the biggest or most important moves, but 
rather the ones that left us wondering how things will turn 

out. The Devils getting Meier was a monster move, but it was 
straightforward — good team gets great player and improves 
Cup odds. These five teams are a little more uncertain, and 
that will make them especially interesting down the stretch. 

Top five teams that had the most interesting deadline 

5. Calgary Flames/Florida Panthers — I’m cheating to cram 
an extra team in, but these two both make it for the same 
reason. It’s not often you see a team in the thick of a playoff 
chase basically sit out the deadline, but the Panthers didn’t 
do anything and the Flames didn’t do much (although the 
brother trade was cool). It’s a little ironic that the two teams 
that hooked up on the biggest offseason trade in years 
decided to stay the course with their playoff lives on the line. 
In Calgary’s case at least, maybe it doesn’t even matter. 

4. Seattle Kraken — They didn’t do anything at all, unless 
you want to count Jaycob Megna, and that’s certainly a 
choice. I get the argument that Ron Francis is already 
playing with house money, as a team that few of us expected 
to make the playoffs is holding down a spot that only the 
Flames are anywhere within range of. Still, this was shaping 
up to be a magical year in a new market that’s still finding its 
feet. Staying the course might make sense in the long run, 
but sometimes it’s OK to go off-script. 
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3. Los Angeles Kings — They always seemed like the most 
logical landing spot for Chychrun, but they couldn’t get it 
done, even with the final asking price being as low as it was. 
There’s been some debate among the fan base as to whose 
fault that is — the Coyotes wouldn’t retain and the Kings 
didn’t have room, so what is Rob Blake supposed to do? 
Find a way to create the space would seem to be the 
answer, and other teams did. The Kings went in a different 
direction, getting Vladislav Gavrikov from Columbus along 
with a goaltending upgrade in Joonas Korpisalo. That meant 
saying goodbye to Jonathan Quick, which was probably 
smart but is still a brutal move. It could all work out brilliantly, 
but we’ll see. 

2. New York Rangers — They got two of the biggest names 
of the deadline. The question is whether they were the right 
two guys to get, especially with Kane and Vladimir 
Tarasenko both playing the same position. Was this a case 
of a team identifying needs and getting the best players to fill 
them? Or was this just the old-school Rangers, falling in love 
with star power and big headlines over the hard work of 
smart roster-building? Kane came so cheaply that it’s hard to 
criticize the move, and there’s still a good chance that he’s 
reenergized in New York (although if so, he hasn’t shown it 
yet). For now, are they better than their likely first-round 
opponent, the Devils? You don’t win playoff rounds based on 
star power. Except when you do. 

1. Pittsburgh Penguins — We all love a good trainwreck, 
don’t we folks? And the Pens sure seem to be headed there, 
after one of the most universally derided deadlines I can 
remember. Nobody can figure out why any GM would want 
to add Mikael Granlund (at his full contract), but maybe the 
answer is that Ron Hextall didn’t want to, but felt he had no 
choice. Either way, the whole week was a mess, the team is 
in shambles, the world is on fire, and … well, they’re still 
holding down a playoff spot. Teams love to play the “nobody 
believes in us” card, but after this chaotic deadline, it might 
be true for the Penguins. Are they … are they plucky 
underdogs now? I’m not sure I’m ready for that. 

On to the rankings, which have changed a bit after all the 
moves … 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley 
Cup. 

Best insider quote of the deadline comes from Frank, who 
got the reaction around the league to the Jeannot price tag: 

The Lightning had a rough weekend, one that included a 
bunch of star players being benched and/or hurt, plus a bad 
loss to Carolina. The Jeannot trade was aggressive, but time 
will tell if it’s wise. (Dom’s model isn’t sold, to put it mildly.) 
Meanwhile, the Leafs got at least a little bit better, and have 
built a bit of a cushion for home ice. I still don’t think you bet 
against these guys, but we’ll give them a top-five timeout for 
a bit. 

5. Dallas Stars (34-16-3, +45, +56 true goals differential*) — 
I brought the Avs back to the top five last week, and the 
Stars rolled them on Saturday, so they’ve got a case, too. I 
liked their deadline, even if it was short on true blockbusters. 
Maybe more importantly, the Avs didn’t get significantly 

better, the Wild probably didn’t either, and while the Jets did, 
I don’t think you move Winnipeg ahead of Dallas quite yet. 
As for the Pacific, I don’t love the Knights’ gamble on Quick 
and the Oilers are better but still all over the map. The Stars 
have a path, and if it goes through Colorado then they’ll at 
least have a puncher’s chance, if not be the favorite. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes (41-12-8) — They barely did anything, 
even after their owner said they’d be aggressive. They had 
cap space, they were in on Timo Meier, they needed a 
forward after losing Max Pacioretty, and their division rivals 
were all getting better. And at the end of it all, they settled for 
Jesse Puljujarvi and Shayne Gostisbehere. I think Cory nails 
the key question: Did we just see a vote of confidence, or a 
missed opportunity? Either way, it’s tough to be too 
disappointed after watching them dominate the Lightning. 

3. Colorado Avalanche (34-21-6, +21) — I’m usually not a 
fan of the whole “our big addition will be a guy coming back 
from injury” thing that GMs love to break out at this time of 
year, especially after quiet deadlines. But there’s no doubt a 
Gabriel Landeskog return would be big. The question is 
whether it will happen, because it doesn’t sound like a sure 
thing. He’s skating again, but there’s no timeline for a return. 
They’re also missing Josh Manson long-term, while Cale 
Makar is back after his second concussion. If they’re healthy 
at the end of the season, look out. But at this point, that’s no 
guarantee. 

2. New Jersey Devils (41-15-6, +55) — They got better, the 
Hurricanes didn’t, and we’ll see if the Rangers kept pace. For 
now, I think that moves the Devils up the rankings. One thing 
we can all agree on, though: That 2023 first in the Meier deal 
being top-two protected was absolutely hilarious. 

Also, there's no way Mike Grier's eyes didn't roll into the 
back of his head like the Undertaker when the Devils asked 
for this. https://t.co/CYGQNHgHy4 

— Down Goes Brown (@DownGoesBrown) February 27, 
2023 

1. Boston Bruins (49-8-5, +106) — The response to the 
Bertuzzi deal was muted a bit by the news that Taylor Hall 
and Nick Foligno could both be out for a while, with playoff 
status for both looking uncertain. The good news is the 
Bruins don’t need to rush anyone back, because they don’t 
have anything to play for the rest of the way other than 
history they don’t seem to care about. Rest up, everyone. 

Oh, we also had the David Pastrnak signing this week. He 
didn’t come cheap, but he didn’t squeeze them for every 
dollar either. Let’s just say it’s been a good few weeks for 
Don Sweeney. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Ottawa Senators — A lot can change in a week. 
Seven days ago, the Senators were on the fringe of the wild-
card race, staring down a back-to-back with the Red Wings 
where they really needed to win both. The playoffs were a 
long shot, if even that, and just reaching that fabled land of 
“meaningful hockey” felt elusive. 

Then they went out and crushed the Red Wings so badly that 
Steve Yzerman threw in the towel on the season. They 
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traded for Jakob Chychrun, without giving up much of 
anything. They even beat the Rangers at MSG in the debut 
of the Patrick Kane show, before stomping the Blue Jackets 
at home. 

One week later, and … I mean, this could really happen, 
right? 

They’ve won five straight. They’ve got the tanking 
Blackhawks tomorrow, then the Kraken, Canucks and 
Flames the rest of the week. Those are all winnable games, 
even on the road. And of the teams around them in the wild-
card hunt, the Wings and Capitals got worse and nobody 
else got any better. 

Pierre Dorion seemed pretty pleased with himself after the 
deadline, and rightly so. He framed the Chychrun deal as 
something his young team had earned. And he gave them 
what could be the mantra the rest of the way: “Let them have 
fun.” So far, so good. 

A ‘We Want Playoffs’ chant broke out in Ottawa tonight. 
#GoSensGo 

Volume up! pic.twitter.com/4sTgWFeMTW 

— Everyday Sens (@EverydaySens) March 5, 2023 

Here’s where a bit of the cold water comes in. Despite all 
those recent wins, the Sens still have ground to gain and 
multiple teams to pass, and the schedule after this week gets 
ugly, with a stretch of seven games that includes the Oilers, 
Avs, Leafs, Bruins, Lightning and Devils. And April has a six-
game stretch that includes the Lightning, Leafs and 
Hurricanes twice. Those teams may not have much to play 
for by then, but you’d rather see a few more of the tankers in 
the mix. 

So the playoffs is no sure thing. The numbers say they’re not 
even likely. But meaningful hockey? It’s happening. And with 
Chychrun in the mix, it’s hard not to be even more optimistic 
about next year and beyond. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed toward dead last, and the 
best lottery odds for Connor Bedard. 

I don’t know about you but I can’t wait to see what kind of 
bold moves the rebuilding Flyers make at next week’s trade 
deadline. 

5. Arizona Coyotes (21-32-10, -56) — Almost two years of 
shopping Jakob Chychrun … for that? Brutal. 

It’s not that the return wasn’t great, although to be clear, the 
return absolutely wasn’t great. When a player’s been on the 
market forever, the best offer is the best offer. But with 
Chychrun, it turns out the Coyotes weren’t shopping for the 
best offer after all. When it came down to it, they were 
apparently only considering deals that didn’t include any 
retained dollars or bad contracts coming back. Two years of 
drama and the Coyotes decided to go cheap. 

There’s a financial reality in Arizona that we all recognize. 
But hey, here’s a thought: If you absolutely can’t retain salary 
on a star player with term, maybe don’t trade him at the 
deadline in a flat cap world where nobody has any cap 
space. Move him in the summer. Or move him last summer, 

when he’d already been on the market for months and plenty 
of teams had shown interest. Instead, the Coyotes waited 
until nobody had any space, set the criteria so that maybe 
only one team in the entire league was an option, and then 
took whatever they could get. It wasn’t much. 

Why do it that way? My suspicion is that something changed 
along the way. Bill Armstrong isn’t a dumb guy, but as a GM 
he has to work with a different set of rules than most, and 
maybe those rules got switched up on him. Or maybe not, 
and he just blew it. We may never know. But if you’re a 
Coyotes fan and you’ve spent the last two seasons trying to 
figure out what the team could get for the single most 
valuable trade asset on the roster, this sure wasn’t it. 

4. San Jose Sharks (18-33-12, -49) — They didn’t trade Erik 
Karlsson, and that was always a long shot. Other than Meier, 
they were fairly quiet for a team as far down the standings as 
they find themselves. One player who didn’t move was 
James Reimer, who seemed bummed out about it. 

On Saturday, they got absolutely crushed by the Capitals in 
a game that featured the rare coach ejection: 

David Quinn was ejected after expressing his displeasure 
over a penalty call pic.twitter.com/k9iZ3lVw3k 

— Sharks on NBCS (@NBCSSharks) March 5, 2023 

For a team that’s dead last in wins but is being kept out of 
the top lottery odds by double-digit OTLs, Quinn probably 
should have realized the danger of an extra point. 

3. Anaheim Ducks (21-34-8, -96) — Their deadline wasn’t 
much, highlighted by a disappointing return for John 
Klingberg. That was probably inevitable given how he’s 
played, and it will be interesting to see if the Wild can 
salvage his season. 

More importantly, best wishes to Ducks assistant coach Mike 
Stothers, who revealed he has cancer. 

Stutts has never, ever walked away from adversity or 
confrontation. He runs directly into it. Cancer will have its 
hands full with Stutts. We are thankful for the incredible 
support of the Samueli family, management, staff and the 
players. This is one tight, caring group. 
https://t.co/NjThcLm0sy 

— Dallas Eakins (@dallaseakins) March 4, 2023 

2. Columbus Blue Jackets (20-37-6, -71) — They got their 
first for Gavrikov, although they needed to use Korpisalo to 
make it happen. They got something for Gustav Nyquist 
even though he’s hurt, unloaded the Jakub Voracek contract, 
and did right by Jonathan Quick. Now it’s time to ride out the 
string and wait for the lottery, which won’t be fun, but that’s 
life as a last-place team. They did win TSN’s fake drawing, 
so they’ve got that going for them. 

1. Chicago Blackhawks (21-36-5, -72) — The return on Kane 
was disappointing, but that’s the reality of a no-movement 
clause. The Domi deal was fine. And Jake McCabe was a 
case of a team using retention to significantly boost the 
market value of an asset. (Somebody let Arizona know.) 

In other news, they’re back in our top spot despite still having 
a few teams to pass, because this is now their lineup: 
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Blackhawks lines: 

Reichel-Kurashev-Athanasiou 
T. Johnson-Guttman-Raddysh 
Entwistle-Dickinson-Bjork 
Katchouk-Khaira-Anderson 

C. Jones-S. Jones 
Tinordi-Murphy 
Englund-Zaitsev 

Mrazek 
Stalock 

— Mark Lazerus (@MarkLazerus) March 5, 2023 

That’s the team you get when your video game doesn’t pay 
for the NHLPA license and you can’t convince me otherwise. 

Not ranked: Vancouver Canucks — So, what’s going on? 
What’s the plan? 

Nobody seems quite sure. The Canucks are bad, which 
made them sellers, and they did fine on the Bo Horvat deal. 
Then they took the pick from that trade and flipped it for Filip 
Hronek, which wasn’t awful from a value perspective but 
didn’t seem to make any sense for a rebuild. The conclusion 
seems obvious: This isn’t a rebuild after all. 

So what is it? Drance has an answer, and it’s not a great 
one, because this seems like it’s more of the same. The 
Canucks are back to denying reality. They’re back to thinking 
they’re better than they are, or at least closer to contending. 

They’re back to thinking that just sneaking into the playoffs is 
good enough. 

In other words, they’re back to something that feels a lot like 
the worst of the Jim Benning years. And that’s just about the 
last thing any Canucks fan wants to hear. 

As Drance has pointed out, the Canucks now have more cap 
space committed to next year than any other team. They 
weren’t able to move J.T. Miller, although it sounds like they 
at least tried. (There were mixed reports about whether or 
not there was ever a realistic chance to do something with 
Pittsburgh involving picks.) They also didn’t move Brock 
Boeser. You can make those moves in the summer too, of 
course. Do the Canucks want to? After all, this version of the 
roster looked great on Saturday against the Leafs, and could 
probably make the playoffs in the Pacific if everything broke 
right. That’s good enough, isn’t it? 

The front office seems to think so. If you’re a fan, maybe you 
do, too. Or maybe you think this team can be more than that, 
taking advantage of Elias Pettersson and Quinn Hughes 
while they’re young and on reasonable deals. Thatcher 
Demko, too, if he can rediscover his game. That’s always 
been the tricky part of the equation — do you really blow it all 
up and start over if it means missing out on the prime of the 
core? Are two or three guys even enough to be a core? 

I’m not completely sure. And it doesn’t seem like the 
Canucks are either, which is a problem. 
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Hurricanes overwhelm Lightning, power play fuels 6-0 win 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi had five points and Teuvo Teravainen 
had his second career hat trick 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — The Hurricanes used their first time back at 
PNC Arena since the trade deadline to make a statement to 
their fans and the rest of the NHL: They’re still a contender. 

Carolina dominated the Lightning on Sunday, winning 6-0 
and with so many standout performances that goalie 
Frederik Andersen’s first shutout of the season didn’t even 
earn him one of the game’s three stars. 

Where to begin? 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi, who in the lead-up to the deadline was 
often a target by pundits for being a weak link at second-line 
center, had a career-high five points, registering four assists 
and scoring his 12th goal of the year with 3:26 remaining on 
Carolina’s fourth power play goal of the night. 

“He’s playing way better, and he’s really proving he can be a 
really great player for us,” linemate Teuvo Teravainen said. 

Teravainen had an equally big night, notching his second 
career hat trick and matching a career high with eight shots 
on goal. 

And while seemingly every in the Eastern Conference went 
all-in by trading high draft picks and top prospects before 3 
p.m. on Friday, the Hurricanes worked the around the edges, 
upgrading the bottom half of their lineup with Jesse Puljujarvi 
and Shayne Gostisbehere. 

The team is still waiting for Puljujarvi’s visa clearance to join 
the team, but Gostisbehere continued to make an impact in 
his second game with his new team, scoring for the second 
straight game and finishing with three points. 

“It’s what we needed, a quarterback back there, another one, 
to help facilitate that power play,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said of the defenseman, who has four points in 
two games since coming to Carolina from the Coyotes. “He 
obviously knows what he’s doing.” 

Kotkaniemi was succinct in saying what Gostisbehere adds 
to the Hurricanes’ power play, which is 7 for 9 the past two 
games. 

“A lot of goals,” he said with a smile. “I’ll leave it like that.” 

On the other side of the Hurricanes’ onslaught were the 
Lightning, the three-time defending Eastern Conference 
champion and one of the teams that traded their future for 
the present, adding Tanner Jeannot before the deadline. The 
loss was Tampa Bay’s fifth straight and came a day after 
coach Jon Cooper benched some of his top players for the 
third period of their 5-3 loss in Buffalo. 

Victor Hedman, Nikita Kucherov and Mikhail Sergachev were 
all injured at some point in the game, with Hedman leaving 
for the locker room, returning and then exiting again — 
adding injury to insult for the Lightning. 

“We are just in a rut right now,” Cooper said after the loss to 
the Hurricanes. “At some point you just have to work your 
way out of it.” 

The Hurricanes, meanwhile, have outscored their opponents 
12-1 since the deadline and don’t seem overly concerned — 
as a team with a 41-12-8 record — about what the teams 
around them did or didn’t do. 

“I think there’s a reason why we’re top of the standings right 
now,” Kotkaniemi said. “We’ve got a hell of a group right here 
in the room, a couple of nice adding there, and I think we’ll 
be really good. 

“Everyone trusts each other here, I think that’s the biggest 
thing. And I feel like you have too many guys might change 
their locker room a little bit. So I like what we have here right 
now.” 

And Brind’Amour added that Gostisbehere’s early 
contributions helped with the deadline noise. 

“The truth is gonna come later, right?” Brind’Amour said. “But 
it’s nice to have an early impression like that and quiet 
people.” 

Sunday’s performance may have quieted the pundits, but it 
did little to quiet the standing-room-only crowd of 18,965 at 
PNC Arena. 

“I guess we play a pretty good game then,” Teravainen said. 
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Recap: Kotkaniemi, Teravainen Guide Canes Offense In Shutout Of Tampa Bay 
Power play strikes four times as Gostisbehere becomes the 
first defenseman in team history to score on the man 
advantage in both of his first two games with the club 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - Jesperi Kotkaniemi recorded a career-high 
five points and Teuvo Teravainen etched a hat trick as the 
Carolina Hurricanes rolled over the Tampa Bay Lightning by 
a score of 6-0 Sunday. 

The Story 

Returning home after a two-game trip west, the Metropolitan 
Division's leaders picked up right where they left off Friday in 
Arizona. For the league-leading 40th time in 60 games, the 
Canes earned the game's opening goal and just like their 6-1 
win fewer than 48 hours prior, it was off to the races. 

Andrei Svechnikov beat Andrei Vasilevskiy above the blocker 
just 6:32 in, ringing the inside bar of the net for his 22nd goal 
of the season. 

As a part of an opening frame that would see Tampa Bay put 
just four shots onto Frederik Andersen, Carolina's lead grew 
to two when Teuvo Teravainen etched his first of three on 
the afternoon. 

While Carolina's defense was impressive to start the day, it 
was even better in the second period. 

For just the fourth time in franchise history, they held their 
opponent without a shot on goal in a period, completely 
dominating play. 

Already with their 2-0 advantage, Teravainen added another, 
and then Shayne Gostisbehere, playing in his first home 
game as a member of the team, etched another on the man 
advantage to open the contest up. 

 Despite their 4-0 lead and having the game completely in 
hand after 40 minutes, the offense continued right along in 
the third. Aided by more penalties by the visitors, Teravainen 
capped off his hat trick 11:03 into the third. 

It was the seventh hat trick of the season for Rod 
Brind'Amour's club, tying Buffalo for the most by any team in 
the league. 

 After a late-game meltdown from Nikita Kucherov and Zach 
Bogosian, Carolina then rounded out their scoring during a 
five-on-three. Jesperi Kotkaniemi, who had four assists on 
the team's first five goals, ramped a Brent Burns shot by 
Vasilevskiy, giving the host club half of a dozen. 

When the final horn sounded, it was a 14-save shutout for 
Frederik Andersen. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour on what he was most impressed with in the 
effort... 

"Just the overall game. We came out really well and we 
stuck with it most of the game. The third period was a little 
iffy, but that's going to happen. I'm pretty happy with the 
whole game." 

Shayne Gostisbehere providing his perspective on playing 
his first game at PNC Arena... 

"It's been a long time since I've played a home game in a 
building that full. There was a good energy out there and we 
played a heck of a game, too... You don't get too many 
[arenas] that match the energy of this building. It was pretty 
cool to see." 

Teuvo Teravainen when asked about returning to his locker, 
which had been stuffed with hats thrown to the ice... 

"It was a nice little surprise to see all those hats there. It's 
pretty special to score three goals. I lost my grandfather a 
little bit ago, so that one was for him." 

Bonus Notes 

 The Canes advance to 41-12-8 with the victory. 

 Shayne Gostisbehere becomes the first 
defenseman in franchise history to score on the 
power play in both of his first two games with the 
club. Only three players, all forwards, had 
accomplished the feat before. 

 Gostisbehere totaled three points in the win, adding 
two assists on top of his power play goal. 

 "Ghost" is the first defenseman in 14 seasons to 
record one point or more in both of his first two 
games with the team. 

 The power play is now 7/9 in two games since 
Gostisbehere was added. 

 Martin Necas had three assists, his fifth three-point 
game of the season. 

 Today was Frederik Andersen's 50th career win as 
a Hurricane. 

What's Next? 

The Canes get right back on the road, heading to Montreal 
for a Tuesday night game.
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Kotkaniemi has 5 points, Hurricanes hand Lightning 5th loss in row 
Teravainen scores hat trick, Andersen gets 14-save shutout; 
Hedman leaves with injury for Tampa Bay 

By Kurt Dusterberg  

Recap: CAR 6, TBL 0 

Teuvo Teravainen recorded a hat trick and his 400th NHL 
point and Frederik Andersen shut out the Lightning in the 
Hurricanes' 6-0 victory 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Jesperi Kotkaniemi had an NHL career-
high five points for the Carolina Hurricanes in a 6-0 win 
against the Tampa Bay Lightning at PNC Arena on Sunday. 

Kotkaniemi, who entered the game with only 25 points (11 
goals, 14 assists) in 60 games this season, finished with a 
goal and four assists. 

"Not bad," Kotkaniemi said. "The team had a [heck] of a 
night, and a couple points is a nice plus." 

Teuvo Teravainen had a hat trick, Frederik Andersen made 
14 saves for his first shutout of the season, and Shayne 
Gostisbehere had a goal and two assists for the Hurricanes 
(41-12-8), who have won two in a row and seven of their past 
nine. Martin Necas had three assists. 

Carolina moved four points ahead of the New Jersey Devils 
for first place in the Metropolitan Division. 

"I think it helps the guys feel good about themselves," 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "You want to have 
some confidence. We've had a lot of games this year where 
we put a lot of action at the net but didn't score. Especially 
against these guys, generally, we don't get a lot because 
their goalie is the difference. So, it's nice to see us get a 
few." 

Andrei Vasilevskiy made 32 saves for the Lightning (37-21-
5), who have lost five in a row and remained five points 
behind the Toronto Maple Leafs for second place in the 
Atlantic Division. 

"We're in a rut right now, and at some point you've just got to 
work your way out of it," Tampa Bay coach Jon Cooper said. 
"Guys have got routines. They're used to making plays, and 
when that's off a bit, guys start questioning themselves. 

"We're just not executing right now, so it's slowing our game 
down. As coaches, we've got to instill some confidence in 
these guys. We've got a veteran group in there, so we'll be 
all right." 

Lightning defenseman Victor Hedman left the game after a 
check by Andrei Svechnikov at 1:18 of the second period. He 
returned for an 11-second shift later in the period, but left 
again and did not return. Cooper said Hedman would be 
evaluated on Monday in Tampa Bay. 

Svechnikov put Carolina ahead 1-0 at 6:30 of the first period. 
His initial shot was blocked by Lightning defenseman Zach 
Bogosian, but Svechnikov kicked the puck to his stick and 
roofed a shot over Vasilevskiy. 

Teravainen made it 2-0 at 17:13 with a power-play goal, 
taking a cross-ice pass from Kotkaniemi and scoring under 
the crossbar. 

Teravainen extended it to 3-0 at 11:57 of the second. 
Kotkaniemi intercepted Vasilevskiy's clearing attempt and 
passed to Necas, who fed Teravainen for the tap-in. 

"I feel like sometimes it takes a little time for me to get going 
and get my confidence," Teravainen said. "I always feel like I 
can play better." 

Gostisbehere made it 4-0 at 15:50, scoring on a one-timer 
from the left point on a power play. 

"They told me my role, they were honest with me from Day 
One," Gostisbehere said. "That's what I focus on. I'm just 
happy to get on board this train and hopefully keep it rolling." 

Teravainen completed his second NHL hat trick with another 
power-play goal to push the lead to 5-0 at 11:03 of the third 
period, burying the rebound of Gostisbehere's shot. 

"It's pretty special to score three goals, for sure," Teravainen 
said. "I lost my grandfather (a week ago), so that's going for 
him."  

Kotkaniemi tipped Brent Burns' shot in the high slot during a 
power play at 16:34 for the 6-0 final. 

Tampa Bay was outshot 23-4 in the first two periods, 
including being held without a shot in the second. 

"No one is happy about what's gone on here in the last little 
bit," Lightning captain Steven Stamkos said. "When things 
start to go wrong, it can get in your head a little bit. We've 
been in this skid for a while now, and we've got to work 
ourselves out of it as players and coaches. I think people 
forget we've lost some good players, we've had some young 
guys come up. 

"It's a different group, and you have to figure out the identity 
of that group. Just because you've had success in years past 
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doesn't automatically translate to, we're just looking to the 
Stanley Cup Final again because we've been there three 
straight times. Mental fortitude is part of it, the ability to rely 
on past experience is part of it. There's so many things that 
need to come together." 

NOTES: Necas has seven points (two goals, five assists) in 
his past three games. … The Hurricanes have scored seven 
power-play goals in their past two games after scoring three 
in a 6-1 win against the Arizona Coyotes on Friday. 
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Teravainen’s hat trick helps Canes rout Lightning 6-0 
By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Teuvo Teravainen had three goals, 
recent acquisition Shayne Gostisbehere scored in his first 
Carolina home game and the Hurricanes beat the Tampa 
Bay Lightning 6-0 on Sunday. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi had a goal and four assists and Andrei 
Svechnikov also scored for the Hurricanes, who’ve won 14 of 
their past 17 games. Martin Necas added three assists and 
Gostisbehere added two assists. 

“I feel like I can always play better, never perfect,” 
Teravainen said. 

Frederik Andersen made 14 saves for his first shutout of the 
season and 24th of his career. Carolina went 4 for 5 on the 
power play and outshot Tampa Bay 38-14. 

“I’m just happy to get on board this train and hopefully keep it 
rolling,” Gostisbehere said. 

The Lightning lost for the fifth game in a row (0-4-1) and 
generated little offense, going without a shot on goal in the 
second period. Andrei Vasilevskiy had 32 saves. 

“No one is happy about what has gone on here the last little 
bit,” Lightning captain Steven Stamkos said. “Our standards 
are obviously very high in the room with the success that 
we’ve had. But you know what, there’s going to be adverse 
times in the season. You’d much rather go through it now 
than in a month’s time.” 

Teravainen’s second career hat trick was secured with 8:57 
remaining with his 10th goal of the season.  

Gostisbehere was involved in the scoring on three of 
Carolina’s four power-play goals. His 12th goal of the season 
was his second with the Hurricanes. 

Gostisbehere, a defenseman who was in his second game 
since being acquired in Wednesday’s trade from the Arizona 
Coyotes, has four points with his new team. 

“That’s what we needed, to have a quarterback,” Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said of the power play. “We use two 
units most of the time, so having two guys at the moment, 
that helps.” 

The Lightning had four shots on goal midway through the 
game. Shortly after that juncture, Nikita Kucherov, who had 
two of the shots, left because he was struck in the face by 
the puck. He later returned. 

“Do we like our group? We do,” Lightning coach Jon Cooper 
said. “Do we know we have better in us? We do. We’re just 
in a rut right now.” 

The Hurricanes have scored a total of 30 goals in their past 
six victories. 

“Everybody trusts each other here,” Kotkaniemi said. 

NEW HOME 

Gostisbehere played his first game with Carolina on Friday 
night against his former team. He noticed a difference 
Sunday in his first home game with the Hurricanes. 

“It’s a long time since playing in a home game in a building 
that full,” Gostisbehere said. “There was good energy out 
there.” 

NO THUNDER FOR LIGHTNING 

This marked the second six-goal margin of defeat in a 
month’s time for Tampa Bay. 

“We’ll look to get home and reset,” Stamkos said. “You can 
go the other way just as quick. You’re going to go through 
stretches like this. One positive thing can kind of snowball it 
the other way.” 

SHOOTING WOES 

The Lightning’s woes were magnified by becoming the first 
team in the NHL this season to go a period without a shot on 
goal. ... It was the sixth time in Carolina franchise history that 
an opponent failed to record a shot on goal in a period. ... It 
was just the second time in the past nine years that a team 
held the Lightning to zero shots on goal in a regulation period 
— with the Hurricanes also accounting for the only other 
instance in that span on Oct. 6, 2019. ... The Hurricanes are 
the first team to hold the Lightning to fewer than five shots on 
goal through the first two periods of a game.  

NOTES: Lightning center Brayden Point’s seven-game goals 
streak ended. … Lightning defenseman Victor Hedman left 
barely more than a minute into the second period with an 
injury. 

UP NEXT 

Lightning: Home vs. Philadelphia on Tuesday. 

Hurricanes: At Montreal on Tuesday. 
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Teravainen nets hat trick, Canes obliterate Lightning on home ice 
The Carolina Hurricanes were an absolute wagon Sunday 
afternoon at home.  

By Alec_Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes absolutely DOMINATED the Tampa 
Bay Lightning Sunday afternoon in PNC Arena, as a Teuvo 
Teravainen hat trick highlighted a commanding 6-0 win for 
the Canes.  

Teravainen scored a goal in each period, two of those on the 
power play, for his second career hat trick, leading the way 
for a Hurricanes’ effort that was nothing short of masterful. 
Shayne Gostisbehere, in his first game as a Cane in PNC 
Arena, scored a power play goal and assisted both of 
Teravainen’s, while Andrei Svechnikov also joined the 
scoring with the game-opening goal.  

Jesperi Kotkaniemi had a huge game, scoring a goal on the 
power play to go along with four assists. In total, the 
Hurricanes were 4 for 5 on the power play, with the loan 
scoreless power play the last 30 seconds of the second 
penalty after Kotkaniemi scored during a 5-on-3.  

Frederik Andersen wasn’t tested much in Carolina’s net, but 
he stopped all 14 shots he faced in his first shutout of the 
season. Andrei Vasilevskiy allowed six goals while making 
32 saves.  

The Canes completely controlled the opening period of the 
game, outshooting the Lightning 12-4 while registering five 
high-danger scoring chances to Tampa’s zero. More 
importantly, the Canes outscored the Lightning 2-0 in the 
opening 20 minutes.  

Svechnikov got things started early on in the period, as a 
great individual effort from the Russian winger led to a 1-0 
lead. Svechnikov controlled the puck with his skate, played it 
to himself and sniped a heavy wrister right over Vasilevskiy’s 
shoulder.  

Teravainen netted his first on the power play later on in the 
period, as Gostisbehere made his impact felt once again on 

Carolina’s first man advantage of the game. Gostisbehere, 
QBing the unit, fed Jesperi Kotkaniemi on the boards, and 
one Finn found the other with an excellent cross-ice pass. 
Teravainen picked his spot — which just so happened to be 
the exact same one Svechnikov picked — to beat 
Vasilevskiy.  

And as dominant as the first period was for the Hurricanes, 
the second period was an even better show of strength from 
the home team. The Canes again outscored Tampa 2-0 in 
the period, but the shocking number came in the shots on 
goal department. In the second 20 minutes, the Hurricanes 
registered 11 shots on goal. The Lightning had...zero.  

Teravainen netted his second goal of the contest off a bad 
turnover from Tampa Bay, as Vasilevskiy dumped a puck out 
to Kotkaniemi. Kotkaniemi dotted a pass to Martin Necas, 
who touched it across to Teravainen for a fantastic tic-tac-toe 
goal to make it 3-0.  

Then on the second power play of the night for Carolina, 
Gostisbehere did the scoring himself to net his second power 
play goal in as many games for Carolina to extend the lead 
to 4-0.  

The Lightning found some life in the locker room during the 
second intermission and peppered some shots on Andersen, 
but the Canes’ netminder was more than ready for his first 
tests of the day and made a couple of key saves.  

The Canes went back to the power play later in the third and 
Teravainen completed his hat trick, as the Gostisbehere-led 
unit struck once again. The Canes’ newest defenseman rifled 
a shot on net, and Teravainen crashed the rebound and 
blasted the puck home to put the bow on his second career 
hat trick.  

The Canes got a 5-on-3 advantage late in the final period 
after some post-whistle festivities, and of course Carolina 
made it count. Kotkaniemi got himself into the goal column 
after four assists this time, tipping home a shot from Brent 
Burns to make it 6-0.  
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Teravainen puts on a show in win against Tampa  
By Erin Ferrare 

The Carolina Hurricanes displayed their talent in a 6-0 win on 
Sunday, March 5 against the Tampa Bay Lightning in 
Raleigh, NC. Six different players recorded points, while 
Carolina netminder Frederik Andersen tallied his first shutout 
of the season. 

The Canes’ (41-12-8) win comes after a dramatic victory 
against the Arizona Coyotes, while Tampa (37-21-5) 
extended its losing streak to five games. It was “Kid’s Day” at 
PNC Arena, and the players put on a show for all in 
attendance.  

After puck drop, momentum stuck with the Canes as they 
took a quick lead and kept it throughout the game. Tampa 
gained a quick power play, but was unable to execute, and 
right wing Andrei Svechnikov opened up scoring seven 
minutes into the period with an unassisted shot — his 22nd 
goal of the year. 

When the Canes got a power play in the first period, the first 
of five total, right wing Teuvo Teravainen scored his first goal 
of the day to earn a quick 2-0 lead for the Canes.  

The second period was by far the most physical of the day, 
with Tampa defenseman Victor Hedman going down on the 
ice two minutes after puck drop. He would leave the ice, but 
eventually returned later in the period. Hedman wasn’t the 
only Lightning player to hit the ice, with teammate right wing 

Nikita Kucherov taking a puck to the face and also leaving 
the ice for a short time.  

Unfortunately for Tampa, these setbacks didn’t help when it 
came to stopping Carolina’s buzzing offense. Teravainen 
scored a tic-tac-toe goal, his second goal of the game, to 
make the lead 3-0.  A few minutes later, recently-acquired 
defenseman Shayne Gostisbehere scored his second goal in 
a Canes uniform to end the period with a score of 4-0.  

The third frame started off on a power play for Tampa, but 
once again the Canes were able to kill that off quickly. With 
this being said, the Canes have stopped 18 consecutive 
power plays and have not allowed any goals against them in 
those time periods.  

Tampa challenged Andersen during the third frame, but he 
made a great save on a 2-on-1 breakaway attempt to keep 
the score at zero for the Lightning. It was on Carolina’s 
another power play where Teravainen scored his third goal 
of the game, completing the hat trick.  

Tensions kept flaring on the ice, especially after taking a 5-0 
lead, and the gloves went flying between Carolina 
defenseman Brett Pesce and Kucherov. The penalty on 
Kucherov after this fight would result in the final goal of the 
game, scored by center Jesperi Kotkaniemi.  

The Canes will travel to Montreal to take on the Canadiens 
on Tuesday, March 7 at 7 p.m. 
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Wolves’ 3-game Win Streak Snapped by Moose 5-3 
The Chicago Wolves wrapped up their three-game road trip 
by falling to the Manitoba Moose 5-3 on Sunday in Winnipeg. 

Mackenzie MacEachern had two goals and Vasily 
Ponomarev also scored but it wasn’t enough as the Wolves 
had their three-game winning streak snapped. The defending 
Calder Cup champions finished the trip with a 2-1-0-0 record 
as they lost for just the fourth time in their last 13 games. 

Manitoba raced to a two-goal lead in the opening period 
behind scores from Jansen Harkins and Isaac Johnson. 

Midway through the first, the Wolves answered with a goal 
by Ponomarev. Linemate Alexander Pashin intercepted a 
pass deep in the Manitoba zone and fired a shot that Moose 
goaltender Oskari Salminen stopped before Ponomarev 
dove to tap in the rebound. The goal was Ponomarev’s team-
leading 17th of the season. 

The Wolves opened the second on the power play and 
cashed in when MacEachern carried the puck into the 
offensive zone and unleashed a wrist shot from the left dot 
that snuck through Salminen’s pads. 

Cole Maier’s tally off a redirection put the Moose ahead 3-2 
but the Wolves came right back on MacEachern’s second 
goal of the game–and fifth of the season–to tie it. 

With the Wolves skating with a man advantage, Max Lajoie 
launched a shot from the point that MacEachern tipped into 
the net. Lajoie and Ronan Seeley earned assists on the 
score that marked the seventh time this season the Wolves 
have recorded multiple power-play goals. 

Manitoba grabbed the lead early in the third on a goal by 
Dominic Toninato and the Wolves were unable to answer 
this time. Greg Meireles’ empty-netter sealed the deal for the 
Moose and ended the Wolves’ road winning streak at six. 

Pyotr Kochetkov (23 saves) suffered the loss in goal for the 
Wolves while Salminen (21 saves) earned the win for the 
Moose. 

The Wolves dropped to 24-25-3-2 on the season and 
Manitoba upped its record to 30-17-3-3. 

Up next: The Wolves host the Rockford IceHogs on Saturday 
at Allstate Arena (7 p.m.; My50 Chicago, AHLTV). It will be 
Adopt-A-Dog Night and also Polish Heritage Night. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS  
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article272776675.html#storylink=mainstage_lead 
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https://www.nhl.com/news/tampa-bay-lightning-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-341798696 
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Hurricanes explode past Tampa Bay as Frederik Andersen posts first 
shutout of season 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

Raleigh-For those wondering how the Carolina Hurricanes would fare 
after the NHL trade deadline, here’s their response: 

Two games, two wins, 12 goals. 

And two of those goals are from one of their new additions, defenseman 
Shayne Gostisbehere. 

Beating the Arizona Coyotes on Friday was one thing, The Coyotes are 
one of the worst teams in the league and played that way. 

But the way the Hurricanes took care of the Tampa Bay Lightning on 
Sunday at PNC Arena, winning 6-0 behind Teuvo Teravainen’s hat trick 
and Frederik Andersen’s shutout, was as impressive as it was decisive. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi had a goal and career-high four assists for Carolina, 
which scored four power-play goals Sunday and converted seven of eight 
in the two wins. Kotkaniemi was named the game’s first star as the 
Canes kept the pressure on goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy -- and off 
Andersen. 

The Canes (41-12-8) maintained their lead over the New Jersey Devils in 
the Metropolitan Division while Tampa Bay (37-21-5) has lost five 
straight. 

‘There’s a reason why we’re high in the standings right now,” Kotkaniemi 
said. “We’ve got a helluva group right here in the room.” 

The six-goal victory matched the Canes’ biggest against Tampa Bay — 
Carolina won 9-3 on March 7, 2009. 

“We came out really well and stuck with it most of the game,” Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We’ve had a lot of games this year where 
we put up a lot of action at the net and looked like that and didn’t score, 
and that’s frustrating, Especially against these guys. Generally we don’t 
get a lot because their goalie is the difference. So it was nice to see us 
get a few.” 

Andersen had 14 saves in improving to 15-6-0 this season.. It was his 
first shutout of the season and 24th of his career, and the Canes made it 
an easy day for him. 

The Lightning was limited to four shots in the opening period. Tampa Bay 
had none in the second — none — and its four through 40 minutes were 
the fewest through two periods in an NHL game this season. 

Andrei Svechnikov had the game’s first goal and the Canes led 2-0 after 
the first as Teravainen scored on the power play. Teravainen scored 
again in the second for a 3-0 lead and Gostisbehere received a big cheer 
with his power-play goal in the period. 

The biggest cheer was saved for Teravainen. His third goal, in the third, 
had hats flying on the ice after he followed up a rebound for a 5-0 lead. 

It was Teravainen’s second career hat trick – his first was in 2017. The 
Finnish winger, playing his best hockey of the season, also passed 400 
career points in the game. 

Teravainen called the hat trick special, saying he was dedicating it to a 
grandfather who passed away a week ago. 

Gostisbehere finished with two assists to go with his goal for a three-
point game. Martin Necas had three assists in tying his career best. 

“Everyone’s got a job in here and everyone’s got a role,” Gostisbehere 
said. “They told me my role from day one and that’s what I focus on. I’m 
just happy to get on board this train and hopefully keep it rolling.” 

Gostisbehere was obtained Wednesday from the Coyotes with the intent 
of pumping up the Canes’ power play as well as adding an experienced 
D-man. He then scored on the power play Friday against the Coyotes as 
the Canes romped to a 6-1 road victory. 

Make it two for two. Gostisbehere, again quarterbacking Carolina’s 
second power-play unit, unleashed a heavy rising shot Sunday for a 
power-play goal. 

The Canes’ big win came a day after Lightning coach Jon Cooper 
benched his top line of Steven Stamkos, Brayden Point and Nikita 
Kucherov in the third period of a 5-3 loss at Buffalo. 

It was just a tough day for the Lightning, now 0-4-1 in the last five. 
Defenseman Victor Hedman was injured, leaving the game after a check 
from Svechnikov that had Hedman crash into the end boards. Kucherov 
had to leave after taking an inadvertent puck in the face from 
Svechnikov, who was looking to dump the puck. 

Svechnikov’s goal, his 22nd, came after his initial shot was blocked, the 
forward collecting the puck quickly and beating Vasilevskiy with a 
shortside shot. 

The puck was in and out of the net so quickly that at first few knew if 
Svechnikov had scored or if the puck skipped off the crossbar. But 
Svechnikov knew, immediately raising his stick. 

Andersen had little work until the third. The Lightning’s Brandon Hagel hit 
the post in the second period with the Canes leading 3-0. 

The Canes’ other acquisition before the deadline, forward Jesse 
Puljujarvi, has not played. Obtaining a work visa after his trade from 
Edmonton, he is scheduled to join the Canes in Montreal on Monday. 
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Canadiens put up a valiant effort, but lose 4-3 in Las Vegas 

Joel Edmundson and Josh Anderson happy to be returning to Montreal 
after team goes 1-3 on road trip that included trade deadline. 

 

Stu Cowan  
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The Canadiens were flying from Las Vegas to Montreal after Sunday 
night’s 4-3 loss to the Golden Knights. 

Defenceman Joel Edmundson and forward Josh Anderson were happy to 
be on that charter flight. Both players weren’t certain they’d still be with 
the Canadiens after Friday’s NHL trade deadline. 

HI/O: Montreal's Road to the Cup 

Since the Montreal Canadiens making the Stanley Cup finals for the first 
time in 28 years, this newsletter is the dedicated Montreal Canadiens 
fan's source for exclusive Habs content, insight and analysis. 

Edmundson’s value on the trade market was diminished because he has 
missed 21 games this season due to back injuries and only has 1-6-7 
totals, along with a minus-22 differential, in the 42 games he has played. 
The 29-year-old has one more season remaining on his contract with a 
$3.5 million salary-cap hit. 

Whatever interest there was from other teams for Anderson, they 
obviously weren’t offering enough for Canadiens GM Kent Hughes to 
deal the 28-year-old, who has 18-8-26 totals in 61 games. Anderson has 
four more seasons remaining on his contract with a salary-cap hit of $5.5 
million. 

Edmundson and Anderson have something in common and it’s a big 
reason why they both love playing for the Canadiens and want to stay in 
Montreal. Both of their fathers grew up as huge Canadiens fans. 

Edmundson’s father, Bob, was from Brandon, Man., and was a lifelong 
Canadiens fan. Sadly, Bob died in January last year at age 61 after 
battling lung cancer. 

Anderson’s father, Gary, grew up in Dollard-des-Ormeaux on Montreal’s 
West Island. Former Canadien Peter Mahovlich is the uncle of 
Anderson’s mother, Michelle, through marriage. Anderson developed a 
relationship with Mahovlich and they still keep in touch. Anderson’s father 
owns the family-run Turtle Jack’s Muskoka Grill in Waterdown, Ont. 

Anderson’s father would have been disappointed with Sunday’s result in 
Las Vegas, but the injury-riddled and rebuilding Canadiens put up a 
valiant effort. Before the game, the Canadiens announced defenceman 
Kaiden Guhle became the 11th player on the injured list after suffering an 
upper-body injury in Friday’s 3-2 loss to the Ducks in Anaheim. Frédéric 
Allard, acquired in a trade with the the Los Angeles Kings on Friday, 
made his Canadiens debut against Vegas after being recalled from the 
AHL’s Laval Rocket on an emergency basis. It was only the second NHL 
game for the 25-year-old Quebecer. 

Ivan Barbashev scored twice for Vegas, while Shea Theodore and Reilly 
Smith added singles as the Golden Knights improved their record to 38-
19-6, good for first place in the Pacific Division. Goalie Jonathan Quick 
made his Vegas debut after being dealt from the Kings to Columbus and 
then from the Blue Jackets to the Golden Knights ahead of the trade 
deadline. 

Mike Matheson, Alex Belzile and Rafaël Harvey-Pinard scored for the 
Canadiens, who finished their four-game road trip with a 1-3 record and 
are 26-33-4 overall. Their next four games will be at the Bell Centre, 
starting Tuesday against the Carolina Hurricanes (7 p.m., TSN2, RDS, 
TSN 690 Radio, 98.5 FM). 

The Golden Knights dominated the first period, outshooting Montreal 13-
5 and taking a 2-0 lead with goalie Jake Allen keeping the Canadiens in 
the game. The Canadiens played much better in the second period, 
outshooting the Golden Knights 11-5, but were trailing 3-0 heading into 
the third. 

On s'est payé des billets pour Magic Mike, ce soir. 

Front row seats to the Magic Mike Live in Vegas.#GoHabsGo 
pic.twitter.com/wsAchHZZ0g 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) March 6, 2023 

Matheson got the Canadiens on the board with his fifth goal of the 
season at 2:04 of the third period before Barbashev scored his second of 
the night at 7:44. But the Canadiens refused to give up and Belzile 
scored his second goal of the season at 8:07 and Harvey-Pinard scored 
his eight goal in 19 games 35 seconds later. The Canadiens kept 
pushing after that, but couldn’t beat Quick. 

The final shots on goal were 28-28. 

𝘙𝘪𝘯𝘨𝘪𝘯' 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘣𝘦𝘭𝘻#GoHabsGo pic.twitter.com/IDcoMVHwND 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) March 6, 2023 

Edmundson, Anderson and the rest of the Canadiens will be happy to be 
home for an extended stretch after spending the last eight days on the 
road. 

Anderson said he tried not to think about the trade deadline before it 
came, but admitted it was hard not to. Edmundson felt the same way, 
saying he only slept about two hours Thursday night. 

“One day you could just get up and move to a different country, a 
different time zone and pack everything up,” Edmundson told reporters in 
Anaheim after Friday’s game. “It’s a big change. I’ve had it happen to me 
before when I went from St. Louis to Carolina. Got the call and I was 
gone within a couple of hours, so you don’t even get to say goodbye to 
your buddies. It comes around quick and it’s not fun.” 

Pas fini, c'te match-là! 

Two goals in 35 seconds!#GoHabsGo pic.twitter.com/73MgxoIoaz 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) March 6, 2023 

If Edmundson can stay healthy and play well through the final 19 games, 
there is a good chance he could be traded this summer or at next year’s 
trade deadline. 

Edmundson, who picked up an assist against Vegas, would like to 
improve his offence. 

“Kind of been a slow start for my offence this season,” he said after the 
game in Anaheim. “I know I have it in my game and I want to contribute 
that way. So just jumping up in the play and creating some offence. I just 
want to be a leader to these young guys. That’s kind of my main focus. 
Someone they can look up to for the remaining 20-some games.” 
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March 5, 2023: Canadiens at Vegas — five things you should know 

Habs captain Nick Suzuki has tied his career high with 21 goals, while 
Jonathan Drouin finally gets his first goal of season. 

 

Stu Cowan  Montreal Gazette 

 

The Canadiens’ Jonathan Drouin reacts after scoring his first goal of the 
season during a 3-2 loss to the Ducks on Friday night in Anaheim. 

Here are five things you should know about Sunday’s game between the 
Canadiens (26-32-4) and Golden Knights (37-19-6) in Las Vegas (6 p.m., 
TSN2, RDS, TSN 690 Radio, 98.5 FM). 

The goalies: Samuel Montembeault allowed three goals on 33 shots in 
the Canadiens’ 3-2 loss to the Ducks on Friday night in Anaheim. 
Montembeault has a 1-3 record in his last four games with an .882 save 
percentage. His season record is 12-13-2 with a 3.30 goals-against 
average and a .905 save percentage. Jake Allen, who will start against 
the Golden Knights, has a 4-2 record in his last six games with a .932 
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save percentage. His season record is 14-19-2 with a 3.34 GAA and a 
.898 save percentage. 

HI/O: Montreal's Road to the Cup 

Since the Montreal Canadiens making the Stanley Cup finals for the first 
time in 28 years, this newsletter is the dedicated Montreal Canadiens 
fan's source for exclusive Habs content, insight and analysis. 

Suzuki on a roll: Canadiens captain Nick Suzuki scored his 21st goal of 
the season against the Ducks, giving him points in five of the last six 
games with 4-2-6 totals over that span, along with a differential of plus-6. 
Suzuki leads the team in scoring with 21-27-48 totals. The 21 goals 
match Suzuki’s career high set last season, when he also had a career-
high 61 points. Suzuki was minus-29 last season and is minus-8 this 
season. The captain is one of only two Canadiens to play in all 62 games 
this season, along with Christian Dvorak. Suzuki was the only Canadien 
to play in all 82 games last season. Only 45 players in the NHL played in 
all 82 games last season. 

Drouin finally scores: Jonathan Drouin scored his first goal of the season 
against the Ducks and added an assist, giving him 1-19-20 totals in 39 
games. Drouin is in the final season of his six-year, US$33-million 
contract with a $5.5 million salary-cap hit and can become an 
unrestricted free agent this summer. Drouin hadn’t scored a goal since 
Jan. 1, 2022, in a 5-2 loss to the Panthers in Florida. He had played 45 
games without scoring a goal. Rafael Harvey-Pinard has seven goals in 
18 games with the Canadiens since getting called up from the AHL’s 
Laval Rocket. 

Team rosters and stats ahead of today's game between the Canadiens 
and Golden Knights in Las Vegas. It's a 6 p.m. start #Habs #HabsIO: 
pic.twitter.com/dhBmBCzWM8 

— Stu Cowan (@StuCowan1) March 5, 2023 

Guhle sidelined: Canadiens defenceman Kaiden Guhle won’t play 
against the Golden Knights and has been listed as day-to-day after 
suffering an upper-body injury against the Ducks. Defenceman Justin 
Barron is also sidelined and listed as day-to-day with an upper-body 
injury. Defenceman Frédéric Allard, acquired in a trade with the the Los 
Angeles Kings on Friday, will make his Canadiens debut in Las Vegas. It 
will be the second NHL game of the 25-year-old Quebec native’s career 
after being selected by the Nashville Predators in the third round (78th 
overall) of the 2016 NHL draft. 

Martin St-Louis confirme que le défenseur Frédéric Allard disputera un 
premier match avec les Canadiens aujourd'hui contre Vegas. 

Martin St-Louis confirms that defenseman Frédéric Allard will play a first 
game with the Canadiens today against Vegas.#GoHabsGo 
pic.twitter.com/b8UcoMxXE8 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) March 5, 2023 

Quick to make Vegas debut: Goalie Jonathan Quick will make his debut 
with the Golden Knights against the Canadiens after being acquired in a 
trade with Columbus on Thursday, one day after the Los Angeles Kings 
traded him to the Blue Jackets. Quick, 37, spent 16 seasons with the 
Kings and won two Stanley Cups, in 2012 and 2014. The Golden 
Knights, who are in first place in the Pacific Division, are coming off a 4-3 
shootout win over the New Jersey Devils on Friday night in Las Vegas. 
Goalie Adin Hill made a career-high-47 saves, including eight in overtime 
when the Golden Knights were outshot 8-0. Hill also stopped all four 
shots he faced in the shootout. Chandler Stephenson leads the Golden 
Knights in scoring with 12-38-50 totals, followed by Jack Eichel (22-23-
45) and Reilly Smith (20-20-40). 
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Flyers lay themselves out there to beat Red Wings 3-1 

The Flyers, in the wake of a trade deadline considered a disaster for a 
lack of significant trades, righted the proverbial ship against the Red 
Wings. 

 

by Giana Han 

 

The Flyers laid their bodies on the line with game-saving shot blocks to 
squeeze out a 3-1 win over the Detroit Red Wings despite a third-period 
push Sunday. 

The Flyers controlled the pace for the majority of the first period yet 
walked out of it trailing by one. Led by the Owen Tippett, Morgan Frost, 
and Joel Farabee line, the Flyers created numerous scoring chances, but 
goalie Ville Husso kept coming up big for the Red Wings. 

Meanwhile, Detroit had significantly less quality shots, but it capitalized 
on a miscommunication between Frost and Ivan Provorov that allowed 
David Perron to beat Carter Hart on the breakaway 5 minutes into the 
game. 

It wasn’t until the Flyers were at a disadvantage that they tied it. The Red 
Wings had caught up to the pace of the game, and then were awarded a 
power play. Down a man, the Flyers finally got one past Husso when 
Nicolas Deslauriers scored on a short-handed breakaway 7 minutes into 
the second. 

Six minutes later, Noah Cates deflected Nick Seeler’s shot from the point 
to give the Flyers the lead heading into the final period. 

The Red Wings had a chance to tie it on a third-period power play, but 
the Flyers easily killed it off, helped by big shot blocks from Tippett and 
Justin Braun. Cates then saved the lead with 5 minutes left by diving to 
block the open goal. 

Scott Laughton sealed the game with an empty-net goal with less than 
two minutes left. 

First games 

It was Tanner Laczynski’s first game back and Brendan Lemieux’s first 
game as a Flyer. Coach John Tortorella quipped they were both out of 
shape — both have been dealing with injuries. 

John Tortorella on his impressions of Tanner Laczynski and Brendan 
Lemieux, the former who played his first game in three months and the 
latter who played his first since Feb. 18: "They're out of shape. But they 
banged away." 

— Olivia Reiner (@ReinerOlivia) March 6, 2023 

Laczynski (lower body) was noticeable for both good and bad. He 
showed jump, stealing the puck, and creating a breakaway opportunity. 
He also showed rust, making a bad turnover at the blue line with no one 
behind him. Hart bailed him out. Laczynski finished with one shot on 
goal, one rush attempt in 8 minutes, 38 seconds of ice time. 

“Felt good to get some game action,” Laczynski said. “A little tired right 
now.” 

Lemieux was unnoticeable at first, but when the whistle blew after his first 
offensive opportunity, he was sharing words and shoves with the Red 
Wings. Things got heated again in the second between Lemieux and the 
Red Wings, but it only resulted in extra shoving. Lemieux finished with 
one shot on goal and five hits in 13:46 of ice time. 

Tortorella also gave both Laczynski and Lemieux special teams time on 
the penalty kill. He said he plans to use them the rest of the way on the 
kill. 

Short-handed force 
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With Travis Konecny hurt and Patrick Brown traded, the Flyers were 
down two penalty killers. But the special teams unit continued to produce 
even without two of its staples. 

The Flyers’ overall kill percentage is nothing special. It sits in the lower 
half of the league’s standings at 24th with a kill rate of 75.6%. They were 
third in the league in short-handed goals (10), but through their lackluster 
February, the goals faded away. 

An unlikely name pushed the Flyers into second, along with the 
Vancouver Canucks (11). Deslauriers blocked a shot near the blue line 
and turned around for a breakaway short-handed goal. Deslauriers, who 
is more known for his forceful, hard-hitting play than his speed, now has 
five goals. 

Noah Cates said it’s always good to get depth scoring. But it’s even 
better when it’s Nicolas Deslauriers because he has a heck of a celly. 
*breaks out in a giant grin* 

— Giana Han (@giana_jade) March 6, 2023 

“I think our last 10 games, we weren’t aggressive enough when we had 
the chance,” Deslauriers said. “On that one, I just got lucky obviously with 
the flat stick there. But I think the guys were chirping me because I think 
Lemieux was calling for the puck behind me. But I only get one 
breakaway probably for two or three years. I’ll take the shot.” 

The Flyers then scored their third goal down six skaters to five after the 
Red Wings pulled their goalie. 

Put me in, Coach 

One of the positive moments for Tortorella in the Flyers’ 2-1 loss to the 
New York Rangers on Thursday was when he noticed Tippett looking at 
him for more ice time. Tippett is at his best when he’s confident, and his 
confidence that game showed through in his dominance. 

Tortorella granted Tippett the extra time in the Flyers’ next game. Against 
the Red Wings, he went with 11 forwards and seven defensemen, 
creating an opportunity to play Tippett more than his line. Tippett was 
moving with speed, creating multiple rushes. He played the second-most 
minutes with 24:09 of ice time, the most among forwards. 

“He knows I’m looking for him,” Tortorella said. “He’s free. He’s just 
playing.” 

What’s next 

The Flyers head to Tampa, Fla., to play the Lightning at 7 p.m. Tuesday. 
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Flyers’ Tanner Laczynski ‘ready to get back out there’ after three months 
on injured reserve 

Laczynski may be returning to the Flyers during a time of turmoil, but he 
is still eager to prove himself. 

 

by Olivia Reiner 

 

Flyers center Tanner Laczynski is no stranger to sitting out for extended 
periods of time due to injury, having undergone three surgeries over the 
course of his three-year professional hockey career. 

This time around, it’s been three months since 25-year-old Laczynski 
took the ice for a game. He has been working his way back from a lower-
body injury sustained on Dec. 5 against the Colorado Avalanche that did 
not require surgery. Having gone through long rehab stints previously, 
Laczynski knew how to approach his return to the lineup on Sunday night 
against the Detroit Red Wings. 

“[I’m] not trying to do too much,” Laczynski. “I know there’s going to be 
some rust here and there, so don’t force things. Just let things come to 
you and play hard and simple.” 

For coach John Tortorella, it’s been so long since Laczynski played a 
game that he doesn’t even remember what Laczynski was doing well 
prior to his injury. After all, Laczynski suited up for just 12 games to start 
the season before he was sent down to the Lehigh Valley Phantoms for a 
pair of games in November. Then, he played another seven games with 
the Flyers before he was sidelined. In that 19-game span at the NHL 
level, Laczynski notched a pair of goals and a pair of assists, bringing his 
hard-nosed style of play to the Flyers’ bottom six. 

Laczynski got back on the ice nearly three weeks ago and has been 
steadily improving his on-ice conditioning. He rejoined the group for 
practices starting on Feb. 24. In the Flyers’ most recent practice on 
Saturday, Laczynski skated on the fourth line with wingers Nick 
Deslauriers and Kieffer Bellows. Two days ago, Tortorella informed 
Laczynski that he would be back in the lineup. 

His return to game action comes with added significance given his 
contract situation and the state of the team. Laczynski has one year left 
on his deal ($762,500 average annual value) before he becomes an 
unrestricted free agent. The Flyers are in the process of figuring out 
which players ought to be a part of their future with the playoffs out of the 
picture. 

Not being able to prove that he’s capable of being a consistent NHL 
player these past few months has been frustrating for Laczynski, making 
the remaining stretch of the season especially important. 

“Any time you’re watching from the sidelines, it’s tough,” Laczynski said. 
“But for me personally to have it happen continuously, it’s even harder. 
All that’s behind me now. Feeling good. So just ready to get back out 
there.” 

Former Los Angeles Kings left wing Brendan Lemieux has joined the 
Flyers. 

New Flyers winger Brendan Lemieux was at home Friday in Manhattan 
Beach, Calif., when he received a phone call from Los Angeles Kings 
general manager Rob Blake. 

Blake informed Lemieux, who turns 27 next week, that he had been 
traded to the Flyers, thus ending his three-season stint with the Kings. 
This season in particular had been tough for Lemieux, as he dealt with a 
lower-body injury that saw him miss 18 games while on injured reserve. 
He’s been in and out of the lineup and has played 27 games this season 
(three assists, 8:30 average time on ice). 

Lemieux packed up, stopped by the rink to say goodbye to his former 
teammates, then hopped on a flight to Philadelphia to join his new team. 
Now, Lemieux is eager to have more consistent playing time as one of 12 
forwards on the Flyers’ active roster. 

“I think it’s just getting an opportunity to play,” Lemieux said. “I just want 
to get back to being the player that I know I can be. Put aside the 
expectation and what the team wants from me and just really focus on 
playing my game and controlling what I can control, which is my play and 
my effort day in and day out.” 

Lemieux is in the final year of his contract and is treating these final 20 
games of the season as an audition for his next one. In Saturday’s 
practice, Lemieux skated on the third line at right wing with left winger 
Scott Laughton and center Noah Cates. Regardless who he’s playing 
with, Lemieux is just happy to be back in the lineup again. He has not 
played since Feb. 18. 

“I’m thankful for an opportunity to play hockey, because that’s what I’ve 
always wanted to do,” he said. “And I really just wasn’t getting much 
opportunity to do that in LA.” 

Breakaways 
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Carter Hart (16-19-10, .907 save percentage) will start in goal against the 
Red Wings. He is looking for his first win since Feb. 9 (2-1 over the 
Edmonton Oilers). 
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Carter Hart is the Flyers’ only untouchable player. Right? 

Hart has been terrific despite the sad state of the franchise. Should the 
Flyers presume he's their centerpiece for the next several years, or can 
they gain more by ... trading him? 

 

by Mike Sielski 

 

The highest point that the Flyers have reached in the last decade was the 
highest point that Carter Hart has reached as their goaltender. It was 
two-and-a-half years ago in the 2020 playoffs, in the pandemic bubble in 
Toronto. The Flyers had beaten the Montreal Canadiens in six games in 
the first round, and Hart had outplayed his idol, Carey Price, stopping 31 
of 33 shots in the clinching Game 6 victory. In the conference semifinals, 
the Islanders beat the Flyers in a seven-game series that was as one-
sided as a seven-game series can be. So for Hart, Montreal was the 
peak. That was it. That was as good as it has gotten for him here. 

He does not look back at that time much, if at all. “I don’t even really think 
about it,” he was saying last week, and it’s understandable, for now, that 
he wouldn’t. He is in the middle of the regular season, tunnel-vision time 
for any athlete, and that single moment — the Flyers as the Eastern 
Conference’s No. 1 seed, a deep postseason run possible — probably 
feels too far away to touch. Hell, with the Flyers in the condition that 
they’re in, overmatched in the present, their future uncertain, so much 
apathy and anger swirling together in the atmosphere, that moment must 
seem a lifetime ago, and Hart is just 24. He has lived only one lifetime. 

“We need to change things, for sure,” he said after a practice at the 
Flyers Training Center in Voorhees. “I mean, we can’t keep being in this 
position every year, where we’re kind of on the outside looking in. 
Obviously, we still have a chance this year, and we’re going to fight to the 
end, but I think something’s got to change, and it starts with us.” 

This is what pro athletes generally say when their teams are in transition 
or turmoil. They look for solutions inside the locker room first. But one 
could argue that Hart is a different case here: that he is the best and 
most important player on the Flyers’ roster, that he has solved the 
mystery — finding a franchise goaltender — that bedeviled them for 
decades, and that, if he were so inclined, he could air any concerns he 
might have about the Flyers’ direction to the organization’s decision-
makers. 

I told Hart that, if I were in his shoes (or skates), I might do just that. I 
might take a walk upstairs to share my thoughts, because I’d be worried 
about entering the prime of my career and having little-to-no chance of 
winning a Stanley Cup with this team. 

“I just play the game,” he said. “I have a great agent, great teammates. I 
can’t look ahead at the future and what the future holds for myself and 
this team. I just have to worry about now. As a team, that’s all we have to 
focus on.” 

For the players, yes. But for those who will chart the franchise’s course 
— and unless and until the Flyers replace Chuck Fletcher as their 
general manager, no one knows who those navigators will be — Hart’s 
value not only to the organization but potentially to other teams around 
the league has to be a primary consideration. 

It’s easy to say that the Flyers already have their goaltender for the next 
decade and can set themselves to all the other tasks ahead of them: 
figuring out the front-office makeup and alignment, finding and 

developing young talent. Hart was terrific in 2019-20, awful the next 
season, solid and improving last season and this one, the quality of his 
play obvious to anyone who watches him each night. 

“He’s been aces this year as far as his preparation, how he handles 
himself — a kid who came in early and, for me, maybe too early at a 
certain time in his career,” coach John Tortorella said. “I’m not sure of all 
the situations going on here at that time with this city of goaltending 
problems. But nah, I don’t think of that. I think he’s handled himself as a 
pro. He’s been consistently probably our best player throughout the year. 
That doesn’t even cross my mind. He has been a great professional, and 
his preparation is impeccable.” 

Those very qualities, though, make him desirable to just about any team, 
not just the Flyers. What if trading Hart were to net the Flyers a haul of 
prospects and players who could be at the core of a long-term rebuild? 
The timing of such a move wouldn’t be right for a while, for a number of 
reasons, and it might never be. Which is fine. There’s nothing necessarily 
wrong with designating Hart as the one untouchable player on the roster. 
But the Flyers have sunk so low that they can’t close themselves off to 
any idea, no matter how silly it might seem now, no matter how silly it 
might have seemed just a few years ago. 

And yes, this idea would have been inconceivable back in the summer of 
2020, when the Flyers were one game away from the conference finals 
and their goaltender was why they were that close. Funny how things 
change, and how things don’t. “It was a weird time, playing without fans,” 
Carter Hart said. He didn’t appear to recognize that his words applied just 
as well now as they did then. 
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Deslauriers, Cates help Flyers snap four-game skid 

Both scored goals in Sunday’s 3-1 win over Red Wings 

 

By DAN GELSTON (AP Sports Writer) 

 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Nick Deslauriers is mostly a fourth-line grinder 
for Philadelphia and certainly not on the team to score goals. So when he 
does punch one in — as he did to help the Flyers snap a four-game 
losing streak — it’s reason to cut loose. 

“The guys are pumped. It’s funny,” Deslauriers said. “When I go to touch 
hands, they’re all laughing, so it’s great.” 

The Flyers needed a lighthearted moment in a week full of more angst for 
the downtrodden franchise. 

Deslauriers, Noah Cates and Scott Laughton scored goals for the 
Philadelphia Flyers and Carter Hart stopped 24 shots in a 3-1 win over 
the Detroit Red Wings on Sunday night. 

The victory was a needed respite from the bubbling unrest surrounding 
the franchise. 

Flyers fans have been fed up for years — the Wells Fargo Center is no 
longer one of the more intimidating arenas in the NHL — and anger 
reached its zenith this past week when general manager Chuck Fletcher 
declined to make any major deals at the deadline. James van Riemsdyk 
and Kevin Hayes were among the high-priced veterans that weren’t 
moved for any kind of prospects or draft picks. 

One fan Sunday stuck a paper bag on his head and held signs that read 
“Fire Fletcher” and “Sell the Team.” Another fan wore a homemade 
Flyers sweatshirt with “FIRE FLETCHER” on the front. Fletcher was even 
booed Saturday at an event for season-ticket holders. 
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The Flyers were just plucky enough against the Red Wings — a day after 
Detroit lost 4-1 to the Islanders — to win for just the second time since 
early February. 

David Perron scored his 16th goal for the Red Wings early in the first for 
a 1-0 lead, and Ville Husso had 34 saves. 

Deslauriers stole the puck off a sloppy pass from Jake Walman at the far 
blue line and streaked all alone to score his fifth goal of the season. He 
put it past Husso for a short-handed goal in the second period and 
stretched his arms out like a plane as he skated away in celebration. 

“You see the bench when he scores. They are so happy for him because 
of all the dirty he has to do for this team,” coach John Tortorella said. “He 
makes a good stick-check on the play. Huge play in the game to 
generate energy on the bench.” 

The Flyers went up 2-1 in the second when Nick Seeler’s shot from along 
the boards was redirected by Cates for his 10th goal. The Flyers haven’t 
had much to celebrate this season, so both seldom-scorers were 
mobbed by their teammates for a rare reason to smile in a season that is 
mercifully near the end. 

“It’s more about the team but to work hard and push defensively, but to 
get rewarded offensively, help the team and try to win a game here is 
huge,” Cates said. “So, if you can help offensively and defensively it’s a 
big game and you get some jump.” 

Laughton scored an empty-netter in the final minutes in his 500th NHL 
game. 

FEELING RED 

The Red Wings are ready to get back home after allowing seven 
combined goals in consecutive days to the Islanders and Flyers. 

“We need to be really exact to be successful,” coach Derek Lalonde said. 
“We can’t leave mistakes out there. The margin for error is beyond razor 
thin. What’s really disappointing is both of these games were very 
winnable and we put ourselves in position to win and we made some 
plays that didn’t help us.” 

LEMIEUX DEBUT 

Flyers F Brendan Lemieux made his debut after he was acquired from 
the Los Angles Kings in a trade deadline deal. Lemieux, son of former 
NHL player Claude Lemieux, is known more as an agitator and did not 
score a goal in 27 games with the Kings this season. 

“I love it. I’ve always wanted to play in Philly,” he said. “I’ve already had 
more of an opportunity than I’ve had all year so I’m enjoying it. It’s nice to 
be playing hockey again and I’m having fun right now.” 

UP NEXT 

Detroit: Host Chicago on Wednesday. 

Flyers: Play Tuesday at Tampa Bay. 
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Flyers Notebook: Lemieux has impressive debut in win over Detroit 

Flyers’ newcomer shows speed and brawn in helping to preside over all 
three Flyers goals 

 

By ROB PARENT PUBLISHED March 5, 2023 at 9:49 p.m. | UPDATED: 
March 5, 2023 at 10:02 p.m. 

 

PHILADELPHIA — Chuck Fletcher wasn’t completely inactive at the 
trade deadline on Friday. Although he didn’t trade either James van 
Riemsdyk or Justin Braun, who both are on expiring contracts and 
appeared to be likely rental candidates for playoff-bound teams, Fletcher 
did offload pending unrestricted free agent Patrick Brown on Ottawa for a 
sixth-round draft choice, and traded Zack MacEwen to Los Angeles for 
Brendan Lemieux and a fifth-round draft choice. 

Brown, MacEwen and Lemieux are also all on expiring contracts. 
Fletcher confirmed Friday that acquiring Lemieux was more of a throw-in 
to the deal he suggested to the Kings, and that he’d made the trade 
essentially for the fifth-round choice for 2024. 

Yet there was Lemieux, getting a starting nod for the Flyers Sunday night 
against the Detroit Red Wings at Wells Fargo Center. 

“I see he can skate,” coach John Tortorella had said after seeing 
Lemieux practice Saturday. “I think he’ll add to our forecheck. He 
practiced hard. He’s excited to be here so I’m anxious to see him play.” 

Sure enough, that would be Lemieux on the ice twice Sunday night for a 
pair of Flyers goals in the second period, by Nic Deslauriers and Noah 
Cates, and also for Scott Laughton’s empty net goal in the waning 
minutes of a 3-1 victory over the Detroit Red Wings. 

No assists for the new guy, but a bit of a thrill just the same. 

“He’s a fast skater out there; he’s not scared,” Deslauriers said of 
Lemieux. “And he has that grit that people hate to play against.” 

Lemieux, who had no goals and only three points in 27 games with the 
Kings this season, might have been surprised to start his first game here 
on a second line across from Laughton and next to Cates. That he ended 
up a plus-3, with five hits and a superb scoring chance in the third period 
was only gravy. 

“I felt like I was back playing hockey, and playing with some awesome 
players,” said Lemieux, son of long-ago Flyers torturer Claude Lemieux. 
“I enjoyed it, I was in the game and it was a good win.” 

Lemieux, 26, said he recalls well playing against Laughton as a teen: “He 
terrorized me in juniors.” However, looking ahead, he only wants to fit in 
with everyone. 

“I have to lean on the side of relaxing and letting the game come to me 
rather than go out and put pressure on myself,” he said. “It’s just not in 
my nature. I just want to be here. I like playing here, I like this group. I 
just want to earn a job moving forward. That’s really what I’m here to do.” 

• • • 

Fletcher took a lot of heat for not being able to trade van Riemsdyk, but 
Tortorella defended him at length about it Saturday. He also railed 
against the critics who said Fletcher should have been able to sign then-
free agent Johnny Gaudreau last July. 

The one-time offensive wiz from Salem, N.J. had made it known he 
would sign with the Flyers if approached, but he never was, choosing to 
sign with Columbus instead, a seven-year deal for a cool $68.25 million. 
Gaudreau has 15 goals and 55 points in 61 games, but hasn’t been able 
to do much to help the Blue Jackets, the only Metropolitan Division team 
trailing the Flyers. 

“I’ll tell you this, I think it was the greatest non-move by our general 
manager not signing Johnny Gaudreau,” Tortorella said. “It was the 
greatest non-move (because) we’re nowhere near ready for a signing like 
that. And I say that because I think we’re at the other end of it. I think 
some skill needs to be brought in, but it’s probably going to be second-
tier skill. The second- and third-line guys that can add skill, so we can 
keep growing our kids … get younger that way. 

“(We’re) not going for the home run right now. We’re not ready because 
we’re still developing our foundation.” 

• • • 
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NOTES >> The Flyers welcomed back fourth-line forward Tanner 
Laczynski for his first game since Dec. 5. He’s been out since with what 
was believed to be a high ankle sprain. … Carter Hart stopped 24 shots 
for the win. 
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Parent: Like it or not, Tortorella stands behind Fletcher 

Flyers coach defends embattled GM 

 

By ROB PARENT  

 

PHILADELPHIA — With 20 games remaining in what certainly seems to 
qualify as one of his worst experiences as an NHL head coach, John 
Tortorella seemed a little softened Sunday. 

No surprise there, since his Flyers’ 39 cumulative losses entering a game 
against the Detroit Red Wings that ranked them better than only one 
other team in the East, the Columbus Blue Jackets, the last team 
Tortorella coached before coming to Philadelphia. 

Of course, there were a lot of victories over the 20 years he’s served as a 
head coach in the league, along with a Stanley Cup championship. In a 
few of those situations, success came at a development cost, Tortorella 
overseeing years-long player growth programs in Tampa, New York and 
Columbus, all those teams going from mediocre or worse into viable Cup 
contenders under his stewardship. 

Along the way, the patently perturbable Tortorella has had to maintain his 
patience exercises, deep breathing in between moments of verbal fire 
directed at players, media members and probably a general manager or 
three along the way. Before the game against the Red Wings Sunday 
night, knowing the importance of finishing strong as players and as a 
team, Tortorella appeared sworn to patiently finishing out what will be a 
fourth playoff miss of a season in five years, rather than doing so by 
driving so many messages of urgency through his players’  helmets. 

“We’ve talked about it enough,” Tortorella said. “I’m not going to try to 
beat them over the head with that. We’ve got good people. Sometimes 
you can almost insult them when you keep talking about it. So we’re 
going to let them play.” 

Play on it was for a Flyers team that just rounded the bend of a 
bittersweet trade deadline two days beforehand. One in which embattled 
general manager Chuck Fletcher swung and missed in trying to deal 
veteran forward James van Riemsdyk, whose $7 million cap hit of a deal 
was coming to an end. At 33, JVR’s scoring skills diminshed, he still 
seemed a prototype for a rental player almost any Cup-hopeful team 
could use, especially on the power play. 

Then again… “Nothing’s ever certain,” van Riemsdyk would say later, 
“until it’s done.” 

Alas, what Fletcher said was a three-week effort went for naught. Van 
Riemsdyk stayed, and the uproar of what has become a much smaller 
Flyers fanbase blew up via social media. To Tortorella, it was time to play 
a little defense for his GM, and Saturday he took that opportunity and ran 
with it. 

“Do you not think he tried to move him?” Tortorella asked. “You guys 
kidding me? He tried like hell to move him. … There’s so many different 
scenarios that went on. And I just don’t get the criticism of James still 
being here.” 

Fletcher said he had even tried to offer to cover half of van Riemsdyk’s 
salary (and thus half of his $7 million payroll cap hit), but to no avail. 

Almost ironically it was only the Red Wings that showed serious interest, 
but the deal fell through. 

So Fletcher, as has been his deserved fate since taking over for fired 
Ron Hextall in December of 2018, took another fan and media beating for 
not being able to swap van Riemsdyk for what would have been a mid-
round draft pick. From his head coach, there was support, but also a co-
admission guilt. 

“I get it, I haven’t been here the whole time,” Tortorella said. “I think 
Chuck’s been kind of run over and chucked darts at for quite a bit here. 
For me, chuck darts at me when I deserve it … when you guys think I 
deserve it. But I just don’t want you to manufacture criticism of Chuck at 
this time, at the deadline, just because something sexy didn’t happen. 
Nothing sexy was going to happen. We had expiring contracts and were 
trying to gain assets. And he tried but you still need people that are 
willing to join in. 

Then… “Don’t get me wrong, we need to grow some skin around here 
and criticism is all part of it,” Tortorella added. “We deserve some 
criticism because of where we’re at as a team. I just don’t like unjustified 
(criticism). You have enough to criticize me and Chuck about. I don’t 
think criticizing Chuck about his day (Friday) is warranted. His scouts 
were waiting and willing and able and it just didn’t happen.” 

Indeed, it takes two hockey traders tangoing together with dead roses 
between their dentures to make a trade, but to so many it was just 
another Flyers/Fletcher failure. Even if in the overall scheme of things, it 
mattered more to van Riemsdyk than anyone else. 

He handled the non-move with typical aplomb. So did Fletcher, who of 
course has had plenty of experience here owning up to talking about 
coming up short. But, for now at least, he has a veteran head coach 
behind him rather than breathing fire at him. 

Whatever that’s worth at the end of another disastrous season. 
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A little bit of everything as Flyers snap skid with win after trade deadline 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

Two days after Chuck Fletcher subtracted only two players from his 
roster, the Flyers got back in the win column to stem the tide a bit. 

John Tortorella's club started its post-trade deadline stretch with a 3-1 
victory Sunday night over the Red Wings at the Wells Fargo Center. 

Nicolas Deslauriers, Noah Cates and Scott Laughton scored for the 
Flyers (24-28-11), who snapped a four-game losing streak (0-3-1). 

Laughton sealed the win with an empty-netter in his 500th career game. 

Deslauriers' goal was a momentum-swinging sequence. With Detroit on a 
second-period power play, Deslauriers intercepted a pass and took it the 
other way to draw the Flyers even at 1-1. 

"That's huge for us, just the depth scoring," Cates said. "He's obviously 
one of the guys' favorite guys and when he scores, he's got a good celly. 
That always gets us going." 

A little over six minutes later, Cates gave the Flyers the lead with a 
redirection. 

Tortorella has talked about his team wanting to show some pride as it 
finishes the season with games that don't matter for a playoff race. 

Did he need to reinforce that message following Friday's deadline? 
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"No, we've talked about it enough," the Flyers' head coach said pregame. 
"I am not going to beat them over the head with that. I think we have 
good people. Sometimes you can almost insult them when you keep 
talking about it. We're going to let them play. I think the biggest key for us 
is just managing the game." 

Tortorella defended Fletcher a day after his general manager came 
under fire for not trading James van Riemsdyk. 

Detroit played Saturday and has lost six straight (0-5-1). 

The Flyers are 2-0-0 against the Red Wings (28-26-9) this season. The 
two clubs meet once more with another matchup at the Wells Fargo 
Center in just under three weeks. 

• Back in January, Carter Hart held Detroit to one goal for a 2-1 win. 

The 24-year-old did it again Sunday with 25 saves. 

David Perron beat him just 4:51 minutes into the game as the Red Wings 
capitalized on a Morgan Frost turnover. 

Hart closed the door over the final two periods. 

Detroit's No. 1 netminder Ville Husso stopped 34 of the Flyers' 36 shots. 

• Surprisingly still a Flyer following the deadline, van Riemsdyk played 
over 18 minutes. 

To no surprise, he'll be a pro the rest of the way before he hits 
unrestricted free agency during the summer. 

• Brendan Lemieux was relaxing in bed at his Manhattan Beach 
residence Friday when Kings general manager Rob Blake called him. 

He had been traded to the Flyers. 

Lemieux, who turns 27 years old this month, had played just 23 games 
for Los Angeles this season before he came to the Flyers in the Zack 
MacEwen trade. He had missed extended time with a lower-body injury 
and then was often a healthy scratch. 

"After a year like I had in L.A., another injury — same injury as last year 
— and then coming back, just never got really much of an opportunity to 
play after coming back," Lemieux said Saturday. "I had hoped for an 
opportunity to play and I knew Philly was a place that appreciates players 
that play the way I do. So I knew there was potential for it but I didn't 
necessarily know that it would happen. I definitely wasn't expecting it to 
happen before the deadline. 

"I'm thankful for an opportunity to play hockey because it's what I've 
always wanted to do and I really just wasn't getting much opportunity to 
do that in L.A." 

On Sunday, Lemieux got his first look with the Flyers and made a nice 
impression. He was noticeable, had five hits, finished with a plus-3 mark 
and stirred the pot a tad. 

Lemieux played on a line with Laughton and is happy they're now 
teammates. 

"He terrorized me in junior hockey for a few years," Lemieux said with a 
laugh postgame. "I was a young kid and he was older. So I knew him 
from the Ontario league and then obviously playing against him in the 
NHL the last six years. He's a heck of a player, he's a competitor, I didn't 
like him very much playing against him. But I knew that's usually the guys 
you like the most when you get in a room. 

"Laughty's a beauty and it was awesome to play with him. He was talking 
to me, he was in the right spots and helping me out. Your first night's 
always a little more challenging than others and I felt like it was a good 
one." 

Lemieux is a winger who wants to play a power forward type of game 
and get under the skin of the opposition. 

This is a tryout with the Flyers because he's set to become an 
unrestricted free agent in the offseason. 

Brendan Lemieux set for his Flyers debut. Philly knows that number. 
pic.twitter.com/9aqO3mx5kj— Jordan Hall (@JHallNBCS) March 5, 2023 

• Joel Farabee went a 22nd straight game without a goal and committed 
a penalty, but he looked more like himself offensively. 

He nearly broke his slump twice in the first period. An active Farabee 
was a good sign Sunday night. 

"Around the net, making plays, he was more confident with the puck," 
Tortorella said. "God, he could have had two or three. That's the first 
step, right? He's involved in the offense. You noticed him tonight, so 
hopefully he'll just keep on growing from there." 

• The final 20 games of the season are awfully important for a guy like 
Tanner Laczynski. 

The 25-year-old center returned Sunday night after missing almost three 
months with a lower-body injury. 

The Flyers are trying to figure out if he's a bottom-six piece for the future. 
The biggest key for Laczynski is staying healthy. 

What does Tortorella want to see from him over the final stretch? 

"Everything," he said pregame. 

Laczynski had a shot and a couple of hits in under nine minutes Sunday. 

"Felt good just to be out there again," Laczynski said. 

• The Flyers open a three-game road trip Tuesday when they visit the 
Lightning (7 p.m. ET/NBCSP+). 

Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 03.06.2023 
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The John Tortorella Index: After trade deadline, favorites and others 
becoming even clearer 

 

By Charlie O'Connor 

 

The trade deadline has passed. The players remaining on the 
Philadelphia Flyers roster will, barring injury, be on the roster through 
mid-April, when the 2022-23 season will come to a close. 

So where does each of those players stand with head coach John 
Tortorella entering the “stretch run?” 

Enter a special post-deadline edition of The Tortorella Index. 

With less than 20 games remaining, the separation lines are becoming 
more distinct between the players that Tortorella very clearly sees as part 
of the solution, and those who are in danger of being deemed a poor fit 
for what Tortorella wants to build. But as always, the index is ever-fluid 
and can change on a month-to-month basis as a result of the player’s 
efforts, both on and off the ice. This is just a best guess of where each 
player stands. 

Torts’ guys 

(Earning Tortorella’s trust and praise.) 

Noah Cates 

“He just has that innate intelligence of all the things that’s really difficult to 
teach players. In fact, sometimes it’s impossible to teach players … 
what’s the word I’m looking for … to be smart. I’m not sure if that’s the 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 6, 2023 

 

right word. He just knows where to be. It’s really hard to teach that to 
players to get them to understand it consistently.” — February 9 

“He doesn’t surprise me anymore. He continues to get better. He’s not 
afraid of anything.” — February 21 

Subjective interpretation: Cates remains the epitome of what it means to 
be one of Torts’ guys. 

Travis Konecny 

“He’s fine. TK just plays. The biggest thing with TK is not getting in his 
own way because he cares so much. That’s something we have to 
watch.” — February 11 

“Oh, he’s begun to find his game, there’s no question with that. Sooner or 
later, we knew that was gonna come back.” — February 18 

“We’re not a team full of game-breakers. TK is one of those for us when 
he’s on.” — February 21 

“We just lost — and he’s gonna be out for a while — our best offensive 
player that is involved in so many different things with this team to keep 
us going.” — February 27 

Subjective interpretation: Even when Konecny was in his offensive 
slump, Tortorella continued to defend him, and even positioned a 
Konecny weakness as testament to his character. And when the injury 
occurred, Tortorella didn’t hesitate to call Konecny the team’s “best 
offensive player.” Yeah, he’s fully onboard with No. 11. 

Carter Hart 

“I think he’s done it all year long. I think he’s handled himself so well, in 
just his composure throughout the game, no matter what’s going on. He’s 
been our best player this year. He’s been our most consistent and best 
player, and continues to be.” — February 10 

“I think the most impressive part for me with him is just how level he’s 
been. Forget about what he does on the ice. I think he’s handled himself 
really well in handling — not a lot of down play, because I think he’s been 
really consistent — but he hasn’t gotten away from his preparation. 
Hasn’t gotten good to him, I guess I’ll put it that way, when he’s had 
some success. He’s just stayed level. He has a maturity about him, he 
just levels himself out and gets ready to play each and every day. He’s 
been a very good player for us.” — February 18 

“I think he’s handled himself as a pro, he’s been consistently probably 
our best player throughout the year. He’s been a great professional, and 
his preparation is impeccable.” — March 2 

Subjective interpretation: Tortorella may view Konecny as the team’s 
best offensive player, but he (rightfully) views Hart as the team’s best 
overall player in 2022-23. 

Sam Ersson 

“Erss deserves to be here. I told you guys early on, he (was) probably 
our best goalie in camp. Came in here and played some games and 
played really well. He deserves to be here.” — February 15 

“He’s come in every time we’ve asked him to do something, he’s played 
very well. So it’s really encouraging, not only for the short-term here, for 
long-term also.” — February 20 

“I think for a position that requires a whole different type of mental — it’s 
a mental part of the game, it’s beyond in a goaltender — I think he has 
that. I think he has an arrogance, the right type of swagger for a goalie.” 
— February 24 

“His mindset, I think he’s been in some situations where it just kind of 
rolls off him. (He) doesn’t let it affect him — good things, bad things. He 
is very focused at his position. I don’t profess to know the technical part 
of goaltending — he makes the saves. He’s played very well, and I think 
carries himself very well.” — February 25 

Subjective interpretation: For Tortorella, it’s not a competition between 
Hart and Sam Ersson for his respect — he thinks very highly of them 
both. Ersson may not be up with the team anymore — he’s in Lehigh 
Valley to aid them in their playoff push and play “meaningful games” 
down there — but make no mistake: if Tortorella was putting together the 
roster with the sole purpose of winning as many NHL games as possible, 
Ersson would be with the Flyers. 

Scott Laughton 

“Yeah, the way Laughts plays, it should transfer to other players. He 
plays hard, he plays both ends of the ice. He’s just a good example, to 
watch him just play the game of hockey.” — February 18 

“He drags people into it. He was vocal tonight. Laughts isn’t going to 
change. It doesn’t matter if you’re playing a pickup game — he’s going to 
compete. Those are the type of people that need to drag everybody in as 
we keep playing these games. I think it’s part of his responsibility now to 
make sure people are accountable and he certainly was tonight.” — 
March 1 

Subjective interpretation: Right up there with Cates in terms of the most 
traditionally “John Tortorella” forward on the Flyers. 

Owen Tippett 

“I haven’t been shy about how I feel about this guy, what type of player I 
think he can be.” — February 24 

“Tipp was a concern (for the other team) all night long. I always tell you 
— I think he’s going to be a really good player for us.” — February 24 

“It’s a constant process with Tipp in teaching situational play. The way I 
look at him, he gets more minutes in offensive situations now, but it’s 
also developing him in the other part of the game too. I’m not gonna let 
up on that.” — March 1 

“Quiet kid. Very coachable. I want him to be looking at me all the time 
wanting to go. I think that’s going to be very important for his next step of 
development.” — March 1 

“What you see from Tipp is — he’s earned it. I played him 25 minutes last 
night. Played him 18 after two (periods). As I said last night, he’s looking 
at me, wanting more. Watching a player just go about his business — 
very quietly, pretty quiet kid — and just work at his game. I think he’s 
beginning to find himself. The biggest improvement Tipp has made for 
me — and I’ve expressed it to you guys — is when he had a bad game, 
god, did he have a bad game. I couldn’t find it. Now, when he’s not dead 
on, you can still find him. You still see him. He’s not exactly where you 
want to be, and still hasn’t learned the consistency and all that, but he 
hasn’t fallen off the cliff. I think that’s a huge improvement for a young 
man as he tries to find his way. — March 2 

 

Subjective interpretation: Tortorella has pretty much liked Tippett from 
the jump. But it’s clear he’s become especially enthused with the 
progress Tippett has made over the last few weeks in terms of 
consistency. It’s not that Tortorella views him as a finished product. But 
he’s become one of those players that makes Tortorella’s eyes light up 
whenever he’s asked a question about him. He thinks Tippett can be 
special. 

Mostly Torts’ guys 

(He’s a fan, with a few minor reservations.) 

Rasmus Ristolainen 

“Risto has improved. I’ve made no bones about it.” — February 9 

“As hard as I was on Risto early in the year, he’s our most improved 
player. I think he deserves to be put in other situations. So he takes 
minutes from other people.” — February 9 
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“I think Risto has come onto the scene big time, and deserves some of 
the minutes he’s getting.” — February 10 

Subjective interpretation: A classic example of how a player can change 
his standing over time with Tortorella, who has developed into a 
legitimate Ristolainen defender as the blueliner’s play has legitimately 
improved. 

Nick Seeler 

“I think he’s still improving. He’s a glue guy too. He’s a guy you root for. 
He’s a great teammate. Ultra competitive, and will stick up for his 
teammates. I think he makes other players bigger out there, because of 
just how he’ll handle himself if he has to. Listen, he makes mistakes. 
Sometimes he has problems moving the puck. But he’s going to try. The 
most important part for me, I still see him improve as we’re going into 
game 52, 53 here.” — February 10 

“He’s just got a will about him. That’s what I love about him. It’s written all 
over him.” — February 10 

“Well, Nick is just a good pro. Simple player, straight-ahead player. I think 
he saves the day sometimes, he’s stay at home, and makes big plays at 
key times. To me, he’s a glue guy. You just know what you’re going to 
get from him each and every night, and I think he’s shown tremendous 
improvement over the course of the year.” — February 25 

Subjective interpretation: Tortorella knows that Seeler is far from a 
perfect player. But he seems sold on the depth defenseman as an 
important part of instilling Tortorella’s desired team culture. 

Trending up, still skeptical 

(They’re making progress with Torts, but not all the way there yet.) 

Joel Farabee 

“He’s sneaky tough, though. Joel’s sneaky tough.” — February 11 

“It’s been a hard year for Joel. Like I said, it’s hard to evaluate Joel this 
year because quite honestly, high marks to him coming right back from 
that operation. But it’s been up and down. I don’t know what else to say.” 
— February 24 

“I give him credit for coming back as quickly (as he did). I don’t think he’s 
hurt, but he did not have an offseason to get ready. And that’s where you 
make your gains, especially for a young man that I still think needs to get 
stronger, still growing into his body. The offseason is the only time you 
can do it. During the season, you’re just trying to maintain as best you 
can. So I know that’s hurt him this year. And I keep that thought. I have 
not given up on Joel Farabee. I think it’s really hard to make an 
evaluation on him this year.” — February 24 

“More active, yeah. Little by little his game is coming back. Had the puck 
more. I’d like to see him score a goal; I’m hoping maybe that helps him.” 
— March 1 

Subjective interpretation: When the report of Farabee’s dissatisfaction 
with his treatment by Tortorella came out a few days before the trade 
deadline, Tortorella’s response was telling. He could have lashed out at 
the player and allowed him no excuse for his disappointing campaign. 
Instead, he acknowledged the impact of his offseason surgery, and made 
sure to keep his rhetoric positive. Is it possible that Tortorella is posturing 
here? Sure. But if so, he still cares enough about Farabee and his place 
in the club’s future to posture in public with the goal of smoothing over 
tensions, and that matters. 

Wade Allison 

“When he’s thinking about how to play, which to me is north/south and on 
the wall, the wall play — he’s had a number of good minutes here of late 
as far as wall play. When he starts thinking he’s something else — and I 
want to make sure I clarify, I’m not trying to take his stick out of his hand, 
but I just want him to understand who he is. And for him to get his footing 
in the National Hockey League, you need to rely on that first. Get yourself 

to be a National Hockey Leaguer, and then maybe branch out into some 
other things. I don’t think he’s anywhere near that. 

“I think he’s a north/south straight-ahead guy, and go chase things down 
and play underneath the hash marks. I think of late he has shown he can 
do that. He’s one that we’re looking at closely, as far: as do we think he’s 
the guy that we can keep on counting on? Do we see if there’s more in 
his game?” — March 1 

Subjective interpretation: Allison is making progress with Tortorella, but 
he’s still not sold completely. 

Ivan Provorov 

“I’ll put it to you this way. I think Provy … I think he has been really good. 
When I first started coaching him, I’m sure he doesn’t like some of the 
things that have gone on, as far as conversations at certain times this 
year. Which is, to me, it’s just another day at the office when that 
happens.” 

“I think if there’s honesty between a player and a coach, there’s always 
going to be disagreements. But as long as you handle it the right way, 
saying it to the person, and him saying it to you, whatever he needs to 
say — which he has, of which I have done — then let’s go.” 

“He has been a great competitor. Has handled a lot of things that we’ve 
asked him, as begrudgingly and probably is still upset of some things that 
have gone on. But he goes out and plays every night.” 

“So I don’t have one problem with the way Provy’s handled himself this 
year and how he’s played. So not sure where it’s all coming from here, as 
far as his name being popped up. He’s been a huge part of this team.” — 
March 2 

Subjective interpretation: The situation with Provorov is fascinating. On 
one hand, I get the sense that Tortorella likes and respects Provorov. On 
the other, he’s not exactly hiding the fact that they’ve disagreed at times, 
and that Provorov might not exactly be thrilled with the current situation. 
It very much sounds like a coach who appreciates the player, but 
suspects he might not be coaching him a lot longer. 

The depth guys 

(Bottom of the lineup players not often discussed by Torts.) 

Nicolas Deslauriers 

“A certain player was pissed at Risto. Clean hit — hope (Filip) Forsberg 
is OK because that was ugly when he hit the ice — that’s a clean hit, but 
he was being challenged from the bench. I don’t even have a chance to 
make a line change and Nick’s over the boards because he knows what 
the situation is going to be there. I think all that stuff helps the room, 
helps that team aspect of it, and I think it’s grown as the year has gone 
on.” — February 11 

Subjective interpretation: Tortorella very much believes that there’s value 
for his club in Deslauriers playing the role of on-ice policeman — that 
hasn’t changed. 

Justin Braun 

“He’s one of those guys that you look at and you say, man, how can he 
… there’s some ugliness there. But he finds a way to get it done. I think 
that’s an important part of where we’re at right now, is finding ways to get 
things done.”  

“Veteran guy, I think he loosens up the room too. He’s just a guy that you 
like having around.” 

“Brauner plays hard. It is what it is with him. He’s a great pro. He’s a guy 
that you cheer for, and just hangs in there. I thought he played hard.” — 
February 18 

Subjective interpretation: Tortorella doesn’t play Braun often, but there’s 
a real appreciation for his attitude and experience. 

Trending down, still respected 
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(Previously were in Torts’ good graces, now have some work to do.) 

Cam York 

“Yorkie’s out. Nothing bad, I just wanted to give him a day. It’s been a 
little bit of a struggle for him of late. He’s played a lot of hockey. So he’s 
going to take the night off.” — February 25 

“His game has dipped. Played him on the right side, played him on the 
left side — we actually liked him better on the right side. So it’s an ever-
flowing process with him. I just felt he needed a night off, because I don’t 
want it to mount up on him. He’s an important guy that we’re trying to 
develop the proper way. He just wasn’t taken out to be given a rest — he 
has struggled a little bit. So a night off sometimes helps.” 

“I’ve seen him grow in (the mindset) area, but that’s kinda why I think 
there’s been some struggle in his game. I don’t think he’s been 
consistent in that area. I want him to take a chance. I want him to always 
take a chance, and do things with the puck, with his legs. Not just bang it 
off the wall and ice it. I think that’s what’s been missing in his game. The 
skills aren’t what bother me in the dip of his game. I think his mindset, 
that’s what’s dipped. Try to refresh him, and hopefully he comes back 
and be aggressive with it.” — March 1 

Subjective interpretation: York received his first healthy scratch of the 
season on Feb. 25, and while Tortorella notably chose to downplay it and 
soften the blow publicly in the moment, he later expressed his belief that 
York’s play has dipped and they’re pushing him to — yet again — be 
more aggressive and assertive in his style. Tortorella is still a York fan, 
but there’s some legitimate dissatisfaction here. 

James van Riemsdyk 

“I think his play has dipped. But I think he adds value towards just what 
you said, as far as some of the intangibles, when you’re dealing with a 
young team.” — February 27 

Subjective interpretation: Tortorella made it clear on Saturday that he 
was hoping JvR would get traded at the deadline — not because he 
disliked him, but because he wanted van Riemsdyk to have the 
opportunity to play for the Stanley Cup. Instead, he’ll just continue to lean 
on JvR’s ability to mentor young forwards on the team and hope his 
scoring touch re-emerges. 

Tony DeAngelo 

“Tony has struggled defensively a little bit here. I think we overloaded 
Tony with a lot of minutes. I think we’re trying to divvy up the ice time a 
little more cleaner, as far as not being overloaded, depending on the 
game.” 

“It is our job as a coaching staff to try to help him become better 
defensively. We need him to become better defensively, without 
hampering one of the biggest strengths he has for us: getting us out of 
our endzone, just some plays that people wouldn’t even try that he 
succeeds out there.” 

“We know what Tony is. I’m a little bit — not disappointed — but the 
defensive liability is something we need to work at. I didn’t think the 
amount of work that we need to do with him… I didn’t think that at the 
point in time that we got him. But it is what it is. That’s our job as a 
coaching staff. But I think he’s done some terrific things for us in the 
other parts of the game.” — February 9 

“Just like everybody else, it’s our job to work on parts of the game that 
we feel they need work on. I think he has one of the best first passes in 
the National Hockey League, which is a very important thing to have on 
your team. Some teams don’t have it, to get you out of the endzone. 
Competes, he does all the things and the personality he shows is what 
we want. I think he has a big part of trying to get us on the right track. 
Absolutely.” — February 27 

Subjective interpretation: Tortorella didn’t shy away from critiquing 
DeAngelo’s defensive play this past month. But he also made sure to 
couch those critiques with praise of DeAngelo’s puck-moving ability, his 

offense, and his compete level. He’s still in DeAngelo’s corner, even as 
he and the staff do all they can to try and clean up the defensive issues 
of his game. 

The danger zone 

(Has a lot of work to do to win over Torts.) 

Felix Sandström 

“If I don’t play Carter, (Ersson will) play. And that’s certainly not a 
criticism of Sandy. I just think Erss has played better.” — February 15 

“Sandy is still trying to find his way.” -—February 24 

Subjective interpretation: Sandström might be Tortorella’s backup goalie 
in reality. But in spirit, it’s very clearly still Ersson. 

Kieffer Bellows 

“I just haven’t seen enough from Kieffer to keep him in the lineup.” 

“I think Kieffer’s trying, I just don’t think he’s done enough to stay in the 
lineup.” — February 24 

Subjective interpretation: Two Fridays ago, Tortorella started defensive 
defenseman Justin Braun on the wing rather than put Kieffer Bellows in 
the lineup at all. Yep. That happened. 

Travis Sanheim 

“And Sandy’s a guy, quite honestly, that showed me for about a month 
what he is. As I always say, when you show me that amount of time that 
you can be that player, we need to see it more. He’s another one that I 
think we need to get back into playing on the level he needs to be at.” — 
February 9 

“The biggest thing with Sanny: I think he changed his mindset. He’s not 
lying in the weeds. And he has a personality where, he’s such a good 
guy, that you can kinda just lie in the weeds and be the good guy and 
play. We want you to play. And he played last night. Really encouraging 
as we go into this part of the year.”  

“It takes a little while, I think, for them to get to know me and me to get to 
know players as we go through it all. But, him and I haven’t had a lot of 
conversations. We haven’t really spoken that much, you know? He just 
seems like a pretty quiet guy. (Assistant coach Brad Shaw has) spent a 
lot of time with him. Very smart player. I don’t want to turn him into a 
personality that he’s not. But the competitive mindset he had offensively 
last night — I want to see in his defensive game too. Then you get the 
guy that we saw for about a month this year. We saw it — both sides of 
the puck. As I told him then: Now we saw it, now you screwed. Because 
now we want to see it all the time. 

I saw him in the gym today. I looked at him and he says, ‘It’s all in my 
legs.’ That’s his quote to me. It was all in my legs. His legs were going all 
night long, (he) jumped into holes. It’s gonna have to get better.” — 
February 10 

“He showed us… there was a month this year that he played, both 
defensively and offensively. When you see it once out of a player, you 
expect it all of the time. We’re hoping he gets some consistency, and just 
plays his game.” — February 21 

“I think the world of Sandy. I don’t think he’s played well enough. And I 
think he’s been given ample opportunity. Probably more than some other 
guys. He’s had a long rope, as far this is concerned, as far as his play. 
This is what happens.” — February 24 

 

Subjective interpretation: Tortorella went with the nuclear option this 
month in his attempts to get the best version of Sanheim to reemerge — 
he scratched him for a road game in which his family and friends had 
traveled to attend in person. Tortorella later claimed he didn’t know that 
was the case when he made the decision, but also confirmed that he still 
would have sat Sanheim had he known. Tortorella seems to like 
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Sanheim personally, but has been frustrated with his lack of 
assertiveness and consistency, to the point where he felt a scratch was 
necessary. It’ll be quite interesting to see how this one plays out. 

Morgan Frost 

“He played good tonight. I haven’t seen him the last few games, prior to 
tonight. I don’t think his game was there prior to tonight. I thought he 
played very well. Scores a big shootout goal for us, got rewarded there. 
Everyone keeps asking me about Frosty — you need to see it 
consistently. Another tough team coming up here and hopefully he keeps 
on playing. He had a really good game tonight.” February 9 

“(The rest of the season is) very, very important (for Frost). And for a 
number of guys, (Allison) and players like that, that I think have 
improved. I think a number of players have improved. But as an 
organization, you’re always trying to improve your team and develop your 
players. But we have to make some calls on… are we headed in the right 
direction with this guy — even though they’ve improved — is it still the 
right guy as we move forward? Or do we need to look elsewhere in 
certain situations, to try to keep on climbing and improve? So it’s very 
important for those guys.” — March 1 

Subjective interpretation: Frost isn’t necessarily on the way out in 
Philadelphia. He’s still starting every night, with quality linemates. But it’s 
clear that Tortorella hasn’t seen enough to be convinced that Frost 
should be part of the long-term solution, and time is running out in 2022-
23 for Frost to make his case. More than any other player on the roster, 
in my estimation, Frost needs a big finish to the season. 

Kevin Hayes 

“I’ve been very honest with Kevin as we’ve gone through here. You guys 
think we argue but we don’t. We’ve handled ourselves as two men just 
speaking on situations, whether it be his play, whether it be the deadline, 
where he fits. Those have been honest conversations between him and I. 
So again, I don’t know where it all goes.” 

“Kevin and I have gone round and round, he sat one game. Moved him to 
wing. He hasn’t been happy at certain times. And he shouldn’t be — if 
you sit out a game, you never should be happy. I’d worry if you were 
happy or accepted it.” 

“I’m sure he has different thoughts about some of the some of the 
positions I’ve put him in, the ice time — all that comes with a player. But 
we’ve talked about it, and have had very honest conversations about his 
mindset, about where I’m at — where I’m at with him.” — March 5 

Subjective interpretation: Both Torts and Hayes have made a point to 
emphasize that there’s no bad blood between the two of them. But the 
disconnect remains, particularly over Hayes’ ideal position (Hayes think 
he’s a center, Torts sees him as a winger). And Torts didn’t exactly toss 
cold water on the idea of trading Hayes at the deadline, which he 
certainly could have done. The two aren’t at each other’s throats, but it 
sure does seem like this situation is heading for a divorce at some point. 
But that won’t come until the summer at the earliest now. 
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Graney: Motivation could be the cure Jonathan Quick needs 

 

By Ed Graney 

Las Vegas Review-Journal 

March 5, 2023 - 8:24 PM 

 

“It is never too late to be what you might have been,” the motivational 
quote goes. 

Or, in the case of Jonathan Quick, what he once was. 

That’s the hope, at least. That a goalie such as Quick can rediscover a 
level of play that has escaped him for years now. That the Golden 
Knights might actually have a decision to make in regards to him when 
others regain their health. 

Quick started his first game for the Knights on Sunday and turned in a 4-
3 win against Montreal before 18,049 at T-Mobile Arena, a first since 
being traded from Columbus (via, really, the Kings) on Thursday. 

Look. Competition is never a bad thing when handled correctly. It should 
make everyone better. 

The Knights might have landed Quick as merely an insurance policy and 
backup to Adin Hill as Logan Thompson and Laurent Brossoit recover on 
injured reserve from lower-body injuries. Odds favor it being the only 
reason Quick is in Las Vegas. 

But never discount the power of motivation. Quick should have an 
arena’s worth right now. 

Something to prove 

He led the Knights onto the ice Sunday in a different jersey than over his 
first 16 seasons as an NHL player, no longer sporting the colors and logo 
of the Kings. 

He led them — no doubt — still stinging a bit from being moved by the 
only franchise he ever knew. Doesn’t matter how long you’ve been 
around. There is always something to prove. 

He has that challenge now, even at age 37. His numbers are among the 
worst in the NHL, and long gone is his elite play of two Stanley Cup 
championships. 

And, yes, perhaps the Knights fixing what has led to such a reality over 
the next 20 or so games seems unlikely. But athletes, especially those 
who have won championships and reached the individual pinnacles of 
their sport, often have a way of proving others wrong. 

What an advantage it might be should Quick find such a truth. 

Having viable options is always a positive. 

“I felt pretty comfortable from the get-go,” he said. “Just needed to get out 
there … I’m a goalie. Stop the puck.” 

He did so quite well in the first two periods, turning away all 16 shots 
aimed by the Canadiens. He was also protected well by those 
defensemen in front. 

I mean, Quick was cruising. 

But even bad teams — see Montreal — can push things. The three goals 
allowed weren’t all the fault of Quick. Maybe only when he was beaten by 
Alex Belzile to make the score 4-2. Quick also wasn’t protected nearly as 
well the final 20 minutes. 

“I thought (Quick) played well,” Knights coach Bruce Cassidy said. “He 
made some key saves for us. I liked his game. He got the ‘W.’ At the end 
of the day, that’s important. Made a big save there with 25 seconds left 
on a one-timer. Got across. That’s the save we needed, and he got it.” 

The arena was dark, and the music was blaring and the starting lineup 
for the Knights was being introduced to the frenzied Sunday afternoon 
gathering. And when it came time for the goalie’s spot and Quick’s name 
was broadcast over the loudspeaker, a robust cheer rose to the rafters. 

“A fun building to play in,” Quick said. “These fans are great. We’ve 
known that since the team came in. Definitely, a warm reception.” 

Crazy things 

It has to still sting a bit, the fact Los Angeles sent him packing after so 
many years and with just this season remaining on his contract. But 
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maybe that’s all the inspiration he needs to rediscover a level of skill that 
has been absent for so long. 

Crazier things have happened in sports. 

But maybe he’s just in Las Vegas until everyone is good to go. Maybe 
that’s all this is. 

Until then, let’s see what sort of play motivation can deliver. 
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3 takeaways from Golden Knights’ win: New goalie wins in debut 

 

By Ben Gotz 

Las Vegas Review-Journal 

March 5, 2023 - 10:33 am 

 

Updated March 5, 2023 - 7:52 PM 

 

The announced crowd of 18,049 Sunday at T-Mobile Arena roared with 
approval when Jonathan Quick stopped center Jonathan Drouin’s one-
timer with 19 seconds remaining. 

The goaltender’s first start with the Golden Knights hit a speed bump in 
the third period when he allowed three goals to the Montreal Canadiens. 
But he moved across his crease for the stop that saved a 4-3 victory. 

“That’s the save we needed,” coach Bruce Cassidy said. “He got it.” 

Quick’s final act gave him his 371st NHL win and the first of his 16-year 
career not with the Los Angeles Kings. The 37-year-old experienced a 
whirlwind week after being traded twice in two days. 

His Knights teammates and fans did their best to settle him in. He 
finished with 25 saves to help his new team win its third straight. 

“I felt pretty comfortable right from the get-go,” Quick said. “Different 
setting and different color jersey and everything, but once you get out 
there, you’re just trying to play hockey.” 

Quick is used to T-Mobile Arena being a hostile environment. 

The two-time Stanley Cup winner had numerous battles with the Knights 
in the Pacific Division, including a first-round playoff series in 2018. That 
changed Sunday. 

Quick received a massive ovation when he was announced as the 
Knights’ starter three days after his trade from the Columbus Blue 
Jackets. He acknowledged the crowd before the national anthems by 
waving his glove hand. 

“Definitely a warm reception,” Quick said. 

The Knights (38-19-6) tried to make him feel welcome on the ice, too. 

They gave up only five shots on goal in the first period. They also staked 
Quick to a 2-0 lead with goals from defenseman Shea Theodore and left 
wing Ivan Barbashev. The advantage grew to 3-0 in the second when left 
wing Reilly Smith scored. 

The Knights then “lost our way there for a while,” Cassidy said. That 
allowed the Canadiens (26-33-4) to rally in the third period. 

Defenseman Mike Matheson got Montreal’s first goal 2:04 in. Barbashev 
pushed the Knights’ lead to 4-1 when a puck deflected off his shoulder 
5:40 later, but the Canadiens’ weren’t deterred. 

Right wing Alex Belzile and left wing Rafael Harvey-Pinard scored 35 
seconds apart to make it a 4-3 game 8:42 into the third period. Cassidy 
called the Knights’ timeout to give his team a chance to reset 

The Knights improved to 8-0-1 in their past nine home games. Quick 
became the team’s fourth goaltender to get a win this season, which ties 
a franchise record. 

“He’s been an amazing goalie for a large part of his career,” Theodore 
said. “It’s good to see him on our side.” 

Here are three takeaways from the win: 

1. New guys contribute 

Quick wasn’t the only trade acquisition who made an impact. 

Barbashev’s two goals gave him five points in four games since arriving 
from the St. Louis Blues. His line with center Jack Eichel and right wing 
Jonathan Marchessault has seemed to form immediate chemistry. 

“We’re not trying to put a lot of pressure (on ourselves),” Barbashev said. 
“Just (play a) simple game. And that’s it. And that’s been working well so 
far.” 

Center Teddy Blueger assisted on Theodore’s goal for his first point with 
the Knights. Blueger was added Wednesday in a trade with the 
Pittsburgh Penguins. 

2. Theodore stays hot 

The All-Star break seems to have been beneficial for Theodore, who 
missed nearly two months with a lower-body injury and returned two 
games before the Knights took a breather. 

The 27-year-old has 12 points in 12 games since play resumed. He ranks 
seventh in scoring among NHL defensemen in that span. 

“I’m just trying to throw pucks on net,” Theodore said. “Obviously, there’s 
stretches where you feel like it’s going in. That was tonight.” 

3. Rare scrap 

Defenseman Alec Martinez fought Canadiens defenseman Johnathan 
Kovacevic with 9:18 to play after an open-ice hit on rookie left wing Paul 
Cotter. 

It was only the third fight of Martinez’s career and second with the 
Knights. Cotter tapped the penalty-box glass with his stick afterward to 
thank Martinez. 
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A weird reality: Jonathan Quick leads Golden Knights to win in first start 
since trade 

 

By Danny Webster (contact) 

Published Sunday, March 5, 2023 | 5:28 p.m. 

Updated Sunday, March 5, 2023 | 7:08 p.m. 

 

Jonathan Quick led the Vegas Golden Knights out for warmups as their 
starting goaltender. 

That was a weird sight. 
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He walked onto the ice of T-Mobile Arena, donning a Vegas-inspired 
mask, the golden metallic sweater, and his old L.A. Kings pads with a 
hint of gold sprinkled in-between. 

It was still weird. 

Even when PA announcer Bruce Cusick announced Quick as the starting 
goalie, met with a euphoric roar of applause from the home crowd to 
acknowledge the Golden Knights’ new insurance policy in net. 

You couldn’t put a level of how weird that was. 

But for Quick, he’s played enough hockey to where the nerves in an 
unknown situation like this one don’t impact him. 

“Once you get out there, you just try to play hockey,” Quick said. 

Quick made 25 saves in his start with the Golden Knights after being 
acquired from Vegas at the deadline, and he got the victory in the 4-3 
decision over the Montreal Canadiens at T-Mobile Arena on Sunday. 

The Golden Knights acquired Quick in a trade with the Columbus Blue 
Jackets on Thursday , two days after the Kings traded their two-time 
Stanley Cup-winning goalie to Columbus for goalie Joonas Korpisalo and 
defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov. 

To say the 37-year-old Quick was shocked when he got the phone call 
was an understatement. He’s been a far cry from the goalie that won the 
Conn Smythe Trophy in 2012, as evidence of his .876 save percentage 
he had in his final run with Vegas’ Interstate-15 rivals. 

But Quick seems to understand why he was brought to the Golden 
Knights. He’s not asked to be the savior in goal. He’s not even asked to 
turn back the clock 11 years ago and push the Golden Knights to the 
Stanley Cup. 

In Vegas’ mind, Quick is being asked to provide stability in net with 
injuries to Logan Thompson and Laurent Brossoit. 

“Whatever they need out of me,” Quick said after his first practice with 
Vegas on Friday. “Hopefully I can provide them some wins and get them 
into the playoffs, help in the locker room, help with the other goalies.” 

All the weirdness aside, Quick did what he was supposed to do Sunday. 
Thought it got nervous for Vegas when Montreal turned a 4-1 game into 
4-3 in the matter of seconds, the Golden Knights (38-19-6) held on for 
their third straight win and have earned points in 11 of their last 12 
games (9-1-2). 

Fellow deadline acquisitions Ivan Barbashev and Teddy Blueger got on 
the score sheet, as well. Barbashev scored twice for his first goals with 
Vegas, and Blueger had a primary assist on Shea Theodore’s goal that 
opened the scoring at 12:37 of the first period. 

The Golden Knights dominated the first period, out-shooting Montreal 13-
5 and putting as little pressure on Quick as possible. The only dangerous 
change Quick saw was a one-timer from Rem Pitlick that Quick got a pad 
on. 

After dominating the entire opening 20 minutes, they got rewarded again 
late when Jack Eichel found Barbashev near the crease for a backdoor 
tap-in with 19 seconds left to make it 2-0. 

One game after Eichel and Jonathan Marchessault combined for three 
goals against the New Jersey Devils, the other linemate got involved. 

“We’re just playing,” Barbashev said of his linemates. “Not a lot of 
pressure. Just a simple game, and it’s working out so far.” 

Coach Bruce Cassidy called the first period one of Vegas’ better starts in 
a long time. 

“Could’ve had an even bigger lead,” Cassidy said. 

Reilly Smith added the third goal in the second period after forcing a 
turnover in the neutral zone and finishing a 2-on-1 with William Karlsson 
at 7:20. 

All the while, Quick continued to see more action as the game went on. 
Montreal finally broke through 2:04 into the third off a goal from Mike 
Matheson, but Barbashev answered when the puck bounced off his face 
and crossed the goal line to make it 4-1. 

“Then it kind of got away from us,” Cassidy said. 

The Canadiens scored twice in 35 seconds to cut the lead back to one, 
but Quick made key saves toward the end to give the Golden Knights 
their third straight victory. 

“They’re a good team. They’ve got some skilled players,” Quick said. 
“They created some opportunities and capitalized on a few. We knew it 
wasn’t going to be easy.” 

So far, the Golden Knights have held serve through the gauntlet that is 
March with wins over Carolina and New Jersey, and playing well enough 
to get Quick his victory on Sunday. 

The Golden Knights now go on the road for a five-game road trip that 
could define their season; starting with a trip to South Florida against the 
Panthers and Lightning, and then a rematch with the Hurricanes shortly 
after. 

Another reason Vegas got Quick was for schedules like this, with a game 
every other day and a back-to-back sprinkled in. He’s going to get his 
chances to show he can still deliver. 

Over time, the weirdness might fade. 

“It’s a fun building to play in front of,” Quick said of his reaction from the 
fans. “These fans are great. We’ve known that since Day 1 since this 
team came in five, six years ago. I enjoyed that.” 
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Golden Knights Hold On For 4-3 Win Over Montreal Sunday; Matinee 
Attendance Announced At 18,049 

 

By Alan Snel 

LVSportsBiz.com Publisher/Writer 

March 5, 2023 

 

Before the Vegas Golden Knights took off on a big road trip, they 
introduced veteran goaltender Jonathan Quick to the VGK faithful at a 
Sunday matinee game against the Montreal Canadiens. 

Like performers who come and go on the trip, Quick is just the latest 
Golden Knights netminder to strap on the pads and don the gold jersey 
for an NHL team that has seen goalies Logan Thompson and Laurent 
Brossoit sidelined with injuries. 

The Knights are hoping the veteran 37-year-old Quick, who led the Los 
Angeles Kings to two Stanley Cup titles in the last decade, has some 
quality puck-blocking skills in the tank. Quick drew cheer as he played for 
his first NHL team other than the Kings 

The 3PM game started quietly with VGK defenseman Shea Theodore 
securing the puck in the high slot and firing a goal past Montreal 
netminder Jake “From State Farm” Allen, the former Blues goalie. 

The Knights’ top line showed some terrific puck movement late in period 
one when Jonathan Marchessault zipped the puck to Jack Eichel who fed 
Ivan Barbashev at the doorstep for an easy tap-in goal past Allen. It was 
Barbashev’s first goal as a Golden Knights player after his career with St. 
Louis. 
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His goal came with only 17.4 seconds left in the first period and the 
Knights went into the first intermission with a 2-0 lead. 

Here’s Theodore after the game discussing the team having its core six 
defensemen in the lineup and smoothing out communication with the 
new goalie, Quick. 

By period two, a Reilly Smith goal off a nice pass from fellow Misfit 
William Karlsson have the VGK a 3-0 lead as Quick was pitching a shut 
out. It was Smith’s 21st. 

After two periods: Vegas 3 Montreal 0 

Paul “Welcome back” Cotter was back in the lineup for the injured Will 
Carrier. Newcomer Teddy Blueger is centering the fourth line between 
Brett Howden and Keegan Kolesar. 

Hill, who performed beautifully in a 4-3 shootout win over the Devils 
Friday, served a the back-up to Quick tonight. 

A little more than two minutes into the final period, Quick lost his shutout. 

Montreal defenseman Mike Matheson snapped a wrist shot past Quick 
and the VGK lead was down to 3-1. 

The two teams then traded goals. Barbashev scored his second of the 
game (his 12th of the season) for a 4-1 Vegas lead before 31-year-old 
Alex Belzile scored his second goal of his career. 

Montreal trailed, 4-2. 

And then the Vegas lead was down to a single goal thanks to a Montreal 
tally by Rafael Harvey-Pinard. 

Vegas had the game on cruise control and perhaps that was the 
problem. They tried to glide to the finish line with a win, but Montreal 
scored three goals in the third period to make it a one-goal game: Vegas 
4 Montreal 3 with lots of time left in the final stanza. 

The Knights called a timeout after Montreal’s third goal to regroup. 

After the game, VGK coach Bruce Cassidy said he warned the team that 
this could be a trap game before the Knights jet out on a five-game road 
trip. 

He was pleased with the 2-0 start after the first period before the 
Canadiens made their pushback. 

In the end, Vegas held on before the announced crowd of 18,049. 

Final: Vegas 4 Montreal 3 
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It Might Seem Like Magic, But T-Mobile Arena Conversion From VGK To 
UFC To VGK This Weekend Relies On Hard Work, ‘Meticulous Attention’ 

 

By Alan Snel 

LVSportsBiz.com Publisher/Writer 

March 5, 2023 

 

During this jam-packed sports weekend in Las Vegas, there are sports 
venue workers preparing arenas, stadiums and even a NASCAR 
speedway for the tens of thousands of fans pouring through turnstiles 
and watching everything from UFC, VGK and NASCAR events to college 
basketball, MLB spring training and minor league football. 

One of the most fascinating aspects of Las Vegas’ super sports weekend 
is the stunning venue conversion work at T-Mobile Arena, where workers 
turned Friday’s Vegas Golden Knights game vs the New Jersey Devils 
into a setting for Saturday’s UFC 285 event and then back into a NHL ice 
rink environment for today’s VGK vs Montreal game at 3 PM. 

To walk LVSportsBiz.com through the process of this arena conversion 
activity, T-Mobile Arena General Manager Max Bizzarro gave us the 
inside look at how this all happens. 

LVSportsBiz.com: How do you convert a late-night UFC fight event 
Saturday for a 3PM VGK game Sunday? 

Max Bizzarro: It takes meticulous attention by the entire Operations team 
to planning and scheduling. It’s like a fine-tuned machine, with each 
department owning select portions of the conversion and reaching their 
respective milestones in only a few hours. 

LVSB: How many people are needed to do the conversion, and how long 
does it take? 

MB: It takes a full team from Production, Conversions, Housekeeping, Ice 
Operations,  Audio Video, Engineering, Security, IT, Guest Services, and 
F&B.  It takes approximately 12 hours to complete the conversion from 
beginning to end of a VGK game to the opening of our T-Mobile Arena 
doors for UFC. 

LVSB: Do you try and get fans and media out of the arena as fast as 
possible after the UFC fight show Saturday night to start converting for 
Sunday’s afternoon hockey game? 

MB: We strive to accommodate our fans and media as long as possible 
after the events.  Along with UFC, we identify strategic areas we can 
immediately begin to convert that do not directly impact our fans or media 
partners. 

LVSB: The UFC fight event sits on top of boards that cover the ice. How 
do you keep the ice in shape when the fight show is going on? 

MB: We utilize specifically engineered panel boards to cover our ice floor. 
They are well insulated to assist us in maintaining the correct 
temperature while fitting tightly together to secure the future safety of the 
players. 

LVSB: What is the trickiest part of the conversion this weekend? 

MB: Timing is always on our minds. With the proper planning in place, it’s 
incredible to see the conversion process come together. Although the 
VGK game starts at 3PM Sunday, we must be ready by 8AM, enabling 
our Ice Operations team enough time to prepare the ice surface for the 
game. 
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Golden Knights' Jonathan Quick Survives Canadiens Pushback For First 
VGK Win 

 

By OWEN KREPPS 

Mar 5, 2023 • 9:30 PM 

 

Someone somewhere must have said the "s-word" in between the 
second and third periods of the Vegas Golden Knight's game against the 
Montreal Canadiens Sunday afternoon. 

In his VGK debut, Jonathan Quick was looking for the s-word, but failed 
to close it out as he gave up three goals in the third period. The 
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Canadiens nearly completed a comeback after being down 4-1, but the 
Golden Knights prevailed. 

Quick went on to win his first game with his new team, stopping 25 of 28 
shots just days after he was traded not once but twice from the Los 
Angeles Kings to the Columbus Blue Jackets and then back to the Pacific 
to the Golden Knights. 

"It felt good. It is a fun building to play in and these fans are great, it was 
definitely a warm reception... I felt pretty comfortable right from the get-
go. Once you get out there you are just trying to play hockey," said 
Quick. 

The Golden Knights controlled the game for the better part of the first two 
periods, which allowed Quick to face few shots. 

"Games can go like that, sometimes you see 15, sometimes you see 5. 
So you just, whenever they come, you try and make the next save," said 
Quick. 

The Golden Knights went out and acquired Quick with three of their 
goaltenders out with injuries. Logan Thompson and Laurent Brossoit are 
out with lower-body injuries and Robin Lehner is out for the season. 
Bringing in the two-time Stanley Cup Champion Quick was an insurance 
move for Kelly McCrimmon. 

"I thought he played well for us. He made some key saves. They didn't 
have a lot but they did have some from the slot... I liked his game. He got 
the W. At the end of the day, that's what's important" said head coach 
Bruce Cassidy after the win. 

All three of the Golden Knight's trade deadline acquisitions stood out in 
the win over the Canadiens. Teddy Blueger had an assist for his first 
point as a Golden Knight, Ivan Barbashev scored two goals, and of 
course, Quick got the start. 

These new members of the organization will have plenty of time to bond 
with their new teammates over the Golden Knight's next stretch of 
games, which are all on the road. They begin this five-game road trip on 
Tuesday against the Florida Panthers at 4:00 p.m. 

For Quick, his strategy is simple, no matter what team he is on. 

"I'm a goalie, so just try and stop the puck and win," he said. 
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Golden Knights Trade Deadline Acquistions Shine in Win Over 
Canadiens 

 

By OWEN KREPPS 

Mar 5, 2023 • 8:28 PM 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights (37-19-6, 82 points) almost blew a lead 
Sunday afternoon, but still defeated the Montreal Canadiens (26-33-4, 56 
points) by a score of 4-3 at T-Mobile Arena. They will now embark on a 
five-game road trip which starts Tuesday in South Florida. 

Jonathan Quick got his first start and win as a Golden Knights and other 
trade deadline aquisitions Teddy Blueger and Ivan Barbashev had big 
games as well. With Will Carrier out of the lineup with a lower-body 
injury, Paul Cotter drew back into the VGK lineup. 

Here's how the game went down. 

FIRST PERIOD 

Jack Eichel dangled his way to the net with a nifty move but went for the 
pass, which went to no one. 

VGK PP- William Karlsson was tripped up by Michael Pezzeta early on in 
the game. 

The Canadiens pressured with a couple of good chances and Jonathan 
Quick made his first batch of Golden Knights saves. 

Phil Kessel received a pass, split the D, and got a shot on Jake Allen, 
which was stopped. 

1-0 VGK GOAL- After the Golden Knights pressured, Shea Theodore 
found a loose puck and score on a wrist shot. 

Paul Cotter laid a big hit on Joel Edmundson to get the puck deep, which 
got the crowd riled up. 

Michael Amadio recieved a cross-ice pass and got a quality shot on net 
that left a rebound to William Karlsson, who fanned on his shot. 

2-0 VGK GOAL- Jack Eichel found an open Ivan Barbashev at the side of 
the net and he scored his first goal as a Golden Knight. 

SECOND PERIOD 

Jonathan Quick made a big save on Josh Anderson after a shot rickochet 
off the back wall. 

The Canadiens worked to get the puck to Jesse Ylonen, who ripped a 
shot in the slot that Jonathan Quick stopped. 

3-0 VGK GOAL- Reilly Smith and William Karlsson entered the 
Canadiens zone playing catch. Smith finished the play off scoring. 

On his next shift, William Karlsson then rang a shot off the crossbar 
behind Jake Allen. 

MTL PP- Jonathan Marchessault was called for hooking. 

The Canadiens got a handful of strong chances in the second, but once 
again Jonathan Quick stood tall. 

Josh Anderson went off on a partial breakaway but he missed the net on 
his shot attempt 

THIRD PERIOD 

3-1 MTL GOAL- Mike Matheson used his smooth skating to gain some 
seperation and score on a wrist shot to foil Jonathan Quick's shutout. 

MTL PP- Zach Whitecloud took an interference penalty on Rafael 
Harvey-Pinard. 

On the penalty kill, Jonathan Quick took a shot of the mask but then kept 
it up to make another couple of saves. 

At the end of the powerplay, Chandler Stephenson used his speed to get 
a breakaway chance, but was stopped by Jake Allen. 

4-1 VGK GOAL- Ivan Barbashev jammed in a puck that was quickly 
swatted out by the Canadiens. But it crossed the line completely. 

4-2 MTL GOAL- Seconds after, Alex Belzile scored after the Canadiens 
controlled after the faceoff. 

4-3 MTL GOAL- Yet again, the Canadiens scored on their next shift with 
Rafael Harvey-Pinard putting the Habs within one. 

After they gave up two goals in less than a minute, head coach Bruce 
Cassidy used the Golden Knight's timeout. 

FIGHT- Jonathan Kovacevic rocked Paul Cotter with a big hit. Alec 
Martinez dropped the gloves to stick up for his teammate. 

The Canadiens pulled goaltender Jake Allen with just over a minute to go 
in regulation. 

Upset at no icing calls, players on the Canadiens threw water bottles on 
the ice as the game ended. 
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GOLDEN KNIGHTS NOTES 

Simply put, the Golden Knights took care of business and collected two 
important points against an inferior opponent Sunday. 

New goaltender Jonathan Quick stopped 25 of 28 shots in his first career 
win with the Golden Knights. 

With his assist on Shea Theodore's goal Teddy Blueger scored his first 
career point as a Golden Knight. 

Alec Martinez dropped the gloves and fought Jonathan Kovacevic in just 
his third career NHL fight. 

Jack Eichel set up Ivan Barbashev in front of the net for his first goal as a 
Golden Knight. He now has four points in four VGK games. 

Shea Theodore now has 11 points in his last 10 games and Jack Eichel 
14 in his last eleven as Golden Knights on fire. 

The Montreal Canadiens are currently without ten roster players due to 
injury, wheras the Golden Knights are out six. 

Elsewhere in the Pacific Division, the Seattle Kraken will play the 
Colorado Avalanche at 6:00 p.m. tonight. 
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Golden Knights Gameday 63: Getting Quicker: Lines and Notes vs 
Canadiens 

 

By OWEN KREPPS 

Mar 5, 2023 • 2:40 PM 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights (37-19-6, 80 points) will wrap up their three-
game homestand against the Montreal Canadiens (26-32-4, 56 points) 
this afternoon at 3:00 p.m. This is the final meeting of the season series 
between these two teams who met in the Conference Finals a few years 
ago. 

With Will Carrier now out indefinitely with a lower-body injury, Paul Cotter 
is expected to draw back into the VGK lineup. However the big story in 
terms of lineup changes comes in goal as Jonathan Quick will make his 
Golden Knights debut. 

Quick in the net means that every VGK trade deadline aquistion will play 
in today's game as Ivan Barbashev and Teddy Blueger will play too. 

What to Watch For 

Quick's Debut 

Jonathan Quick is not the same goaltender he was a decade ago, but he 
is still a competitor and motivated to perform with his first new team in 
over 16 years. This season the borderline future Hall of Famer has 
struggled with a 3.50 GAA and a .876 save percentage. 

But perhaps he can swing his game around with extra motivation on a 
new team. 

Carrying On 

Will Carrier has been a pleasant surprise for the Golden Knights this 
season as he has taken his offensive game to the next level, scoring 16 
goals, with seven of them being game-winners. Without his presence on 
the third line, the Golden Knights will have to make some adjustments. 

Calling Cotter 

One of these adjustments will fall on the shoulders of rookie Paul Cotter, 
who enters the lineup after being a healthy scratch last game. Cotter has 
struggled as of late with one point in his last six games after he scored a 
goal in three straight.  

Head coach Bruce Cassidy said that he and Cotter had a long chat about 
the state of his young career at practice the other day. Carrier's absence 
creates an opportunity for the young forwards, and it is up to him to make 
the most of it. 
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Daily Nuggets: Quick to Make VGK Debut, Flames Booed On Home Ice 

 

Staff Report 

Mar 5, 2023 • 11:00 AM 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights will wrap up a three-game homestand this 
afternoon against the Montreal Canadiens. Jonathan Quick will make his 
Golden Knight debut. Elsewhere, the Western Conference is wide open 
with teams such as the Calgary Flames underperforming. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

West: With the trade deadline over, the Western Conference seems wide 
open. 

ICYMI: A recap of what every team did at the 2023 NHL Trade Deadline. 

TDL: The Golden Knights added both Teddy Blueger and Jonathan 
Quick, who both did not expect to get traded. 

Opinion: Grading the moves that general manager Golden Knights Kelly 
McCrimmon made at the deadline. 

Roundup: Jonathan Quick will make his first start as a Vegas Golden 
Knight today against the Montreal Canadiens. 

 

Vegas Hockey Now LOADED: 03.06.2023 

1270610 Websites 

 

Weekend NHL rankings: Most interesting trade deadlines, Senators 
surge, Canucks questions 

 

Sean McIndoe 

16-21 minutes 06/03/2023 

 

Well, that was a week. 

Deadline day ended up being a bit of a bust, but only because all the big 
names had already moved. You can get caught up on all the important 
stuff here, plus grades for all the deals and all the teams. (That last one 
is fun. Four teams got a 3/10 or worse. Hint: Two of them are in the same 
state. That state is hopelessness.) 

For our purposes, when we last did these rankings we’d just seen Timo 
Meier head to New Jersey in a 13-piece deal, and Tanner Jeannot go to 
Tampa in exchange for all the picks. We also knew Patrick Kane was 
going to be a Ranger, even though it wasn’t official. But we hadn’t yet 
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seen the deals for Mattias Ekholm or Jakob Chychrun, the Jonathan 
Quick drama, trades for Tyler Bertuzzi or Max Domi, whatever the Leafs 
were doing with their blue line, or roughly two dozen other moves. 

So things have changed. But ultimately, how much? After all those 
moves, do the rankings really look all that different? 

We’ll get to that in a minute. But first, let’s use our bonus ranking to cover 
off a few teams that kept things interesting over the last week or two. 
These aren’t necessarily the teams that made the biggest or most 
important moves, but rather the ones that left us wondering how things 
will turn out. The Devils getting Meier was a monster move, but it was 
straightforward — good team gets great player and improves Cup odds. 
These five teams are a little more uncertain, and that will make them 
especially interesting down the stretch. 

Top five teams that had the most interesting deadline 

5. Calgary Flames/Florida Panthers — I’m cheating to cram an extra 
team in, but these two both make it for the same reason. It’s not often 
you see a team in the thick of a playoff chase basically sit out the 
deadline, but the Panthers didn’t do anything and the Flames didn’t do 
much (although the brother trade was cool). It’s a little ironic that the two 
teams that hooked up on the biggest offseason trade in years decided to 
stay the course with their playoff lives on the line. In Calgary’s case at 
least, maybe it doesn’t even matter. 

4. Seattle Kraken — They didn’t do anything at all, unless you want to 
count Jaycob Megna, and that’s certainly a choice. I get the argument 
that Ron Francis is already playing with house money, as a team that few 
of us expected to make the playoffs is holding down a spot that only the 
Flames are anywhere within range of. Still, this was shaping up to be a 
magical year in a new market that’s still finding its feet. Staying the 
course might make sense in the long run, but sometimes it’s OK to go 
off-script. 

3. Los Angeles Kings — They always seemed like the most logical 
landing spot for Chychrun, but they couldn’t get it done, even with the 
final asking price being as low as it was. There’s been some debate 
among the fan base as to whose fault that is — the Coyotes wouldn’t 
retain and the Kings didn’t have room, so what is Rob Blake supposed to 
do? Find a way to create the space would seem to be the answer, and 
other teams did. The Kings went in a different direction, getting Vladislav 
Gavrikov from Columbus along with a goaltending upgrade in Joonas 
Korpisalo. That meant saying goodbye to Jonathan Quick, which was 
probably smart but is still a brutal move. It could all work out brilliantly, 
but we’ll see. 

2. New York Rangers — They got two of the biggest names of the 
deadline. The question is whether they were the right two guys to get, 
especially with Kane and Vladimir Tarasenko both playing the same 
position. Was this a case of a team identifying needs and getting the best 
players to fill them? Or was this just the old-school Rangers, falling in 
love with star power and big headlines over the hard work of smart 
roster-building? Kane came so cheaply that it’s hard to criticize the move, 
and there’s still a good chance that he’s reenergized in New York 
(although if so, he hasn’t shown it yet). For now, are they better than their 
likely first-round opponent, the Devils? You don’t win playoff rounds 
based on star power. Except when you do. 

1. Pittsburgh Penguins — We all love a good trainwreck, don’t we folks? 
And the Pens sure seem to be headed there, after one of the most 
universally derided deadlines I can remember. Nobody can figure out 
why any GM would want to add Mikael Granlund (at his full contract), but 
maybe the answer is that Ron Hextall didn’t want to, but felt he had no 
choice. Either way, the whole week was a mess, the team is in shambles, 
the world is on fire, and … well, they’re still holding down a playoff spot. 
Teams love to play the “nobody believes in us” card, but after this chaotic 
deadline, it might be true for the Penguins. Are they … are they plucky 
underdogs now? I’m not sure I’m ready for that. 

On to the rankings, which have changed a bit after all the moves … 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley Cup. 

Best insider quote of the deadline comes from Frank, who got the 
reaction around the league to the Jeannot price tag: 

The Lightning had a rough weekend, one that included a bunch of star 
players being benched and/or hurt, plus a bad loss to Carolina. The 
Jeannot trade was aggressive, but time will tell if it’s wise. (Dom’s model 
isn’t sold, to put it mildly.) Meanwhile, the Leafs got at least a little bit 
better, and have built a bit of a cushion for home ice. I still don’t think you 
bet against these guys, but we’ll give them a top-five timeout for a bit. 

5. Dallas Stars (34-16-3, +45, +56 true goals differential*) — I brought 
the Avs back to the top five last week, and the Stars rolled them on 
Saturday, so they’ve got a case, too. I liked their deadline, even if it was 
short on true blockbusters. Maybe more importantly, the Avs didn’t get 
significantly better, the Wild probably didn’t either, and while the Jets did, 
I don’t think you move Winnipeg ahead of Dallas quite yet. As for the 
Pacific, I don’t love the Knights’ gamble on Quick and the Oilers are 
better but still all over the map. The Stars have a path, and if it goes 
through Colorado then they’ll at least have a puncher’s chance, if not be 
the favorite. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes (41-12-8) — They barely did anything, even after 
their owner said they’d be aggressive. They had cap space, they were in 
on Timo Meier, they needed a forward after losing Max Pacioretty, and 
their division rivals were all getting better. And at the end of it all, they 
settled for Jesse Puljujarvi and Shayne Gostisbehere. I think Cory nails 
the key question: Did we just see a vote of confidence, or a missed 
opportunity? Either way, it’s tough to be too disappointed after watching 
them dominate the Lightning. 

3. Colorado Avalanche (34-21-6, +21) — I’m usually not a fan of the 
whole “our big addition will be a guy coming back from injury” thing that 
GMs love to break out at this time of year, especially after quiet 
deadlines. But there’s no doubt a Gabriel Landeskog return would be big. 
The question is whether it will happen, because it doesn’t sound like a 
sure thing. He’s skating again, but there’s no timeline for a return. 
They’re also missing Josh Manson long-term, while Cale Makar is back 
after his second concussion. If they’re healthy at the end of the season, 
look out. But at this point, that’s no guarantee. 

2. New Jersey Devils (41-15-6, +55) — They got better, the Hurricanes 
didn’t, and we’ll see if the Rangers kept pace. For now, I think that moves 
the Devils up the rankings. One thing we can all agree on, though: That 
2023 first in the Meier deal being top-two protected was absolutely 
hilarious. 

1. Boston Bruins (49-8-5, +106) — The response to the Bertuzzi deal 
was muted a bit by the news that Taylor Hall and Nick Foligno could both 
be out for a while, with playoff status for both looking uncertain. The good 
news is the Bruins don’t need to rush anyone back, because they don’t 
have anything to play for the rest of the way other than history they don’t 
seem to care about. Rest up, everyone. 

Oh, we also had the David Pastrnak signing this week. He didn’t come 
cheap, but he didn’t squeeze them for every dollar either. Let’s just say 
it’s been a good few weeks for Don Sweeney. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: Ottawa Senators — A lot can change in a week. Seven days 
ago, the Senators were on the fringe of the wild-card race, staring down 
a back-to-back with the Red Wings where they really needed to win both. 
The playoffs were a long shot, if even that, and just reaching that fabled 
land of “meaningful hockey” felt elusive. 

Then they went out and crushed the Red Wings so badly that Steve 
Yzerman threw in the towel on the season. They traded for Jakob 
Chychrun, without giving up much of anything. They even beat the 
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Rangers at MSG in the debut of the Patrick Kane show, before stomping 
the Blue Jackets at home. 

One week later, and … I mean, this could really happen, right? 

They’ve won five straight. They’ve got the tanking Blackhawks tomorrow, 
then the Kraken, Canucks and Flames the rest of the week. Those are all 
winnable games, even on the road. And of the teams around them in the 
wild-card hunt, the Wings and Capitals got worse and nobody else got 
any better. 

Pierre Dorion seemed pretty pleased with himself after the deadline, and 
rightly so. He framed the Chychrun deal as something his young team 
had earned. And he gave them what could be the mantra the rest of the 
way: “Let them have fun.” So far, so good. 

Here’s where a bit of the cold water comes in. Despite all those recent 
wins, the Sens still have ground to gain and multiple teams to pass, and 
the schedule after this week gets ugly, with a stretch of seven games that 
includes the Oilers, Avs, Leafs, Bruins, Lightning and Devils. And April 
has a six-game stretch that includes the Lightning, Leafs and Hurricanes 
twice. Those teams may not have much to play for by then, but you’d 
rather see a few more of the tankers in the mix. 

So the playoffs is no sure thing. The numbers say they’re not even likely. 
But meaningful hockey? It’s happening. And with Chychrun in the mix, it’s 
hard not to be even more optimistic about next year and beyond. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed toward dead last, and the best lottery 
odds for Connor Bedard. 

I don’t know about you but I can’t wait to see what kind of bold moves the 
rebuilding Flyers make at next week’s trade deadline. 

5. Arizona Coyotes (21-32-10, -56) — Almost two years of shopping 
Jakob Chychrun … for that? Brutal. 

It’s not that the return wasn’t great, although to be clear, the return 
absolutely wasn’t great. When a player’s been on the market forever, the 
best offer is the best offer. But with Chychrun, it turns out the Coyotes 
weren’t shopping for the best offer after all. When it came down to it, they 
were apparently only considering deals that didn’t include any retained 
dollars or bad contracts coming back. Two years of drama and the 
Coyotes decided to go cheap. 

There’s a financial reality in Arizona that we all recognize. But hey, here’s 
a thought: If you absolutely can’t retain salary on a star player with term, 
maybe don’t trade him at the deadline in a flat cap world where nobody 
has any cap space. Move him in the summer. Or move him last summer, 
when he’d already been on the market for months and plenty of teams 
had shown interest. Instead, the Coyotes waited until nobody had any 
space, set the criteria so that maybe only one team in the entire league 
was an option, and then took whatever they could get. It wasn’t much. 

Why do it that way? My suspicion is that something changed along the 
way. Bill Armstrong isn’t a dumb guy, but as a GM he has to work with a 
different set of rules than most, and maybe those rules got switched up 
on him. Or maybe not, and he just blew it. We may never know. But if 
you’re a Coyotes fan and you’ve spent the last two seasons trying to 
figure out what the team could get for the single most valuable trade 
asset on the roster, this sure wasn’t it. 

4. San Jose Sharks (18-33-12, -49) — They didn’t trade Erik Karlsson, 
and that was always a long shot. Other than Meier, they were fairly quiet 
for a team as far down the standings as they find themselves. One player 
who didn’t move was James Reimer, who seemed bummed out about it. 

On Saturday, they got absolutely crushed by the Capitals in a game that 
featured the rare coach ejection: 

For a team that’s dead last in wins but is being kept out of the top lottery 
odds by double-digit OTLs, Quinn probably should have realized the 
danger of an extra point. 

3. Anaheim Ducks (21-34-8, -96) — Their deadline wasn’t much, 
highlighted by a disappointing return for John Klingberg. That was 
probably inevitable given how he’s played, and it will be interesting to see 
if the Wild can salvage his season. 

More importantly, best wishes to Ducks assistant coach Mike Stothers, 
who revealed he has cancer. 

2. Columbus Blue Jackets (20-37-6, -71) — They got their first for 
Gavrikov, although they needed to use Korpisalo to make it happen. 
They got something for Gustav Nyquist even though he’s hurt, unloaded 
the Jakub Voracek contract, and did right by Jonathan Quick. Now it’s 
time to ride out the string and wait for the lottery, which won’t be fun, but 
that’s life as a last-place team. They did win TSN’s fake drawing, so 
they’ve got that going for them. 

1. Chicago Blackhawks (21-36-5, -72) — The return on Kane was 
disappointing, but that’s the reality of a no-movement clause. The Domi 
deal was fine. And Jake McCabe was a case of a team using retention to 
significantly boost the market value of an asset. (Somebody let Arizona 
know.) 

In other news, they’re back in our top spot despite still having a few 
teams to pass, because this is now their lineup: 

That’s the team you get when your video game doesn’t pay for the 
NHLPA license and you can’t convince me otherwise. 

Not ranked: Vancouver Canucks — So, what’s going on? What’s the 
plan? 

Nobody seems quite sure. The Canucks are bad, which made them 
sellers, and they did fine on the Bo Horvat deal. Then they took the pick 
from that trade and flipped it for Filip Hronek, which wasn’t awful from a 
value perspective but didn’t seem to make any sense for a rebuild. The 
conclusion seems obvious: This isn’t a rebuild after all. 

So what is it? Drance has an answer, and it’s not a great one, because 
this seems like it’s more of the same. The Canucks are back to denying 
reality. They’re back to thinking they’re better than they are, or at least 
closer to contending. They’re back to thinking that just sneaking into the 
playoffs is good enough. 

In other words, they’re back to something that feels a lot like the worst of 
the Jim Benning years. And that’s just about the last thing any Canucks 
fan wants to hear. 

Canucks have been consistent about their plan! 

As Drance has pointed out, the Canucks now have more cap space 
committed to next year than any other team. They weren’t able to move 
J.T. Miller, although it sounds like they at least tried. (There were mixed 
reports about whether or not there was ever a realistic chance to do 
something with Pittsburgh involving picks.) They also didn’t move Brock 
Boeser. You can make those moves in the summer too, of course. Do 
the Canucks want to? After all, this version of the roster looked great on 
Saturday against the Leafs, and could probably make the playoffs in the 
Pacific if everything broke right. That’s good enough, isn’t it? 

The front office seems to think so. If you’re a fan, maybe you do, too. Or 
maybe you think this team can be more than that, taking advantage of 
Elias Pettersson and Quinn Hughes while they’re young and on 
reasonable deals. Thatcher Demko, too, if he can rediscover his game. 
That’s always been the tricky part of the equation — do you really blow it 
all up and start over if it means missing out on the prime of the core? Are 
two or three guys even enough to be a core? 

I’m not completely sure. And it doesn’t seem like the Canucks are either, 
which is a problem. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' brand continues to grow despite tough start in 
loss to Golden Knights 

 

Eric Engels | @EricEngels 

March 5, 2023, 11:23 PM 

 

LAS VEGAS — This one went as expected for the Montreal Canadiens. 

A 3:00 p.m. local start against the Vegas Golden Knights, after more than 
24 hours off in Sin City, at the end of a long road trip on west-coast time. 
Two regular defencemen nursed upper-body injuries and were replaced 
in the lineup by one (Frederic Allard) who was playing in just his second 
NHL game — his first in nearly two full years — and another (Joel 
Edmundson) who’s just two games into a return from a nagging back 
injury. All of those were factors that were going to make this a very 
difficult game to win, and it proved to be exactly that. 

Halfway through, with the Canadiens trailing the Golden Knights 3-0 and 
making goaltender Jonathan Quick’s desert debut a walk in the park, the 
odds against the visitors shown on the T-Mobile Arena scoreboard 
dropped from unfavourable to impossible. 

It was right about then that the Canadiens drew a power play and began 
leaning into the identity they had built over the past two months. 

They picked up the effort level, pushed the pace, got everyone pulling in 
the same direction and captured momentum to score three third-period 
goals thereafter. 

In the end, the Canadiens lost 4-3. But they didn’t lose face. 

As coach Martin St. Louis said after a loss to the Anaheim Ducks on 
Friday, that’s vital. 

“To me, it’s finish the year, don’t coast to the finish line,” he said about 
the objective for his team over the final 20 games of the season. “We’re 
not just going to count the days to the end of the season; we’re going to 
go to work.” 

There were plenty of reasons, without making excuses for the 
Canadiens, as to why that didn’t happen through the first half of Sunday’s 
game, including the way the Golden Knights performed to suffocate 
them. 

“They dominated us,” said Canadiens defenceman David Savard, “but I 
like that we came back to what our game is.” 

This was one of the main goals of this season — building an identity and 
a style of play, a foundation of sorts to allow the team to quickly attack 
the root issue when it veers off course. 

Without it, you try to troubleshoot symptoms and end up causing other 
problems that sink you further into the abyss. 

But the Canadiens have built that foundation and didn’t have to go 
searching for answers when a tough half a game in Vegas appeared to 
be trending towards an embarrassing loss. 

“Being aggressive and playing with the puck,” said Savard, “we know we 
can do it now. We bring the puck back if we have to, and we make sure 
everyone’s on the same page, but we’re able to attack together with it. I 
think we’ve been creating more chances lately, and this is part of our 
brand. We gotta be hard to play against and be on top of people and I 
think we’re seeing our brand coming out even after a tough period or half 
a game.” 

The Golden Knights knew it wasn’t over and that the Canadiens would 
push back because it’s something the Canadiens are beginning to 
become known for. 

“No surprise,” said Vegas star Jack Eichel. “You know the situation 
they’re in this season, but they still compete hard and are going to be 
competitive. They want to win every hockey game they go out there for, 
and no matter how many guys are out for them, they have good players, 
they play together, and they can score. We had a high-scoring game 
when we visited Montreal earlier this season. 

“For a minute, we dropped our game, and they took advantage of it. All of 
a sudden, a three-goal lead turns into just fighting to get a win in 
regulation.” 

St. Louis would’ve liked to have seen that type of push from the 
Canadiens at the start of the game, but seeing it come and generate 
results despite them starting by doing the opposite of what he wanted 
them to do only helps reinforce to his players how important it is to stay 
on brand. 

“It’s very encouraging,” St. Louis said. “I always say the coaches, you 
have to convince your player why we’re doing things a certain way, why 
we’re playing a certain way, and when you see that type of third it really 
helps our staff to sell what we’re doing.” 

Clearly, it’s already been bought. 

The evidence was in the way the Canadiens went about getting back into 
Sunday’s game — by doing thing the same way they’ve been doing since 
the beginning of January. 

“I feel like we’re able to generate plenty without doing anything at the 
cost of something else,” said St. Louis.  “I don’t think we have to cheat to 
generate chances, and you’re seeing that. I never feel like we’re out of it.” 

That he could feel that way even after it appeared as though the 
Canadiens were going to be blown out of the rink and straight into the 
Bellagio Hotel fountain tells you how far this team has come in a short 
time. 

It still has a long way to go to turn into a team expected to play 
consistently to its brand from wire-to-wire and game-to-game and be 
favoured to win more often, but it starts with this. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Power-play disaster undoes Maple Leafs while O'Reilly 
concern looms 

 

Luke Fox | @lukefoxjukebox 

March 5, 2023, 12:02 AM 

 

VANCOUVER — For all the hype and hysteria surrounding the Toronto 
Maple Leafs over a fortnight of trade-related reasons to believe, Saturday 
was a cold reminder of who will truly allow this team to sink or soar. 

The Core Five. 

Facing a dialled-in Thatcher Demko and an inspired and physical 
Vancouver Canucks squad, the Maple Leafs had tied an intense matinee 
contest 1-1 on the strength of a pretty third-period power-play strike. 

So, when Phillip Di Giuseppe high-sticked Morgan Rielly and handed the 
visitors another man-advantage shortly thereafter, it was time for 
Toronto’s $48-million power-play to earn its dough and put away its 
lottery-bound opponent. 

Well, in a single 5-on-4 shift, against the league’s worst penalty kill, the 
Maple Leafs’ stars gave up two shorthanded goals and two points to 
Vancouver. 
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Credit the Canucks’ killers — Elias Pettersson, J.T. Miller, Quinn Hughes, 
and Tyler Myers. 

And blame the Maple Leafs’ offence creators for failing to execute in a 
turning-point sequence that led to a 4-1 loss. 

John Tavares: “That’s on us.” 

Morgan Rielly: “At that point in the game, getting a power play, can’t let 
that happen…. That’s on the individuals that are out there, myself, and 
our unit.” 

Auston Matthews: “We weren’t on the same page. Couple bad 
decisions…. That one power-play that they scored two goals, we dug 
ourselves in a hole, and it was tough to climb out of it.” 

Coach Sheldon Keefe: “We had a chance to really take over the game, 
and we failed on that. In that case, their best players were better than 
ours.” 

On a day in which Tampa Bay Lightning coach Jon Cooper benched 
superstars Steven Stamkos, Nikita Kucherov and Brayden Point due to 
poor performance, Keefe was asked if he considered tapping his second 
power-play unit after the big boys had surrendered what would stand as 
the game-winning shorty. 

He bristled at the idea. 

“We’re (18) seconds into a power-play in a one-goal hockey game, and 
we had a power-play that just tied the game for us,” Keefe replied. "So, I 
wasn't tempted at all." 

Makes sense. 

But it also is a reminder that, when verdict on the 2022-23 Leafs comes 
in, their fate rests in the hands of the five untouchables who carry the 
most weight and cash the largest cheques. 

Adding to the insult of losing their sixth consecutive game at Rogers 
Arena while starting six different goalies, the Maple Leafs got struck by 
injury. 

Matthews missed shifts mid-game when he blocked a slapshot that 
caught him in a “weird spot” on his left leg. He did return to the game, but 
his skating stride was hampered. 

“Just trying to grind my way through it. Didn’t feel too great, but felt fine to 
play,” Matthews said, following his post-game treatment. “Still stings, but 
I was able to get it to calm down.” 

Ryan O’Reilly, too, blocked a painful puck with his left hand toward the 
end of the second period. His injury was serious enough that he did not 
return: 

An update on the centre’s timeline for return is expected Monday in 
Newark, where the Leafs practice next. 

With injuries mounting up front and Toronto deploying an 11/7 lineup, 
Keefe said he was considering using one of the extra defencemen as a 
forward at one point. 

Yes, this is a team still trying to locate its rhythm after some significant 
roster turnover. 

To get outscored 10-4 by Western Canada — and 6-2 in special teams 
— shows there is another level of synchronicity that must be reached. 

“Just still trying to find our way. Sometimes that takes time, especially 
when you have so many new guys,” Matthews said. “We have to dial it in 
a bit here, get our game back, and find that consistency.” 

Added Rielly: “We can’t be a team that’s great one night and then not 
good the next.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Making his first start in 46 days, Matt Murray made a few 10-bell stops, 
stoning Phillip Di Giuseppe on a breakaway and Christian Wolanin 
playing tic-tac-toe with Conor Garland on a 2-on-0. 

“Just trying to get a read. He put a pretty hard shot-fake. Kinda froze me 
a bit, so I wasn’t able to get anything more over than my toe,” Murray 
said of his highlight. “So, kinda fortunate.” 

“Matt’s numbers aren’t going to look good coming out of this one,” Keefe 
said. “But I thought he was excellent.” 

• Luke Schenn saluted a decidedly pro-Schenn crowd while receiving a 
standing ovation and a warm thank-you tribute during the first TV break. 

“He has a presence on the ice, but he has a presence off the ice,” 
Alexander Kerfoot says of his new teammate. “When he steps in the 
room, you know he’s there.” 

• John Tavares got trucked clean and hard by Tyler Myers early in the 
contest, and new Leaf Jake McCabe immediately dropped the gloves. 

That Tavares’s head hit the back of Andrei Kuzmenko’s leg following the 
check may have saved it from slamming into the ice. 

“I’m good,” Tavares said. “I went and thanked (McCabe) after. Anytime 
someone comes in and steps up for you, obviously means a lot — 
especially a new guy that’s just getting acclimated. Not an easy thing to 
do. So, much appreciated.” 

• At Friday’s practice in Vancouver, Kyle Dubas presented Mark 
Giordano not with a golden shin pad but with a silver shield the size of his 
chest to honour his setting of the NHL shot block record: 

• Ex-Leaf Rasmus Sandin posted three assists and skated 21:40 in his 
Washington Capitals debut, an 8-3 rout of the San Jose Sharks. First 
Capitals defenceman in history to have a three-point debut. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Power-play disaster undoes Maple Leafs while O'Reilly 
concern looms 

 

Luke Fox | @lukefoxjukebox 

March 5, 2023, 12:02 AM 

 

VANCOUVER — For all the hype and hysteria surrounding the Toronto 
Maple Leafs over a fortnight of trade-related reasons to believe, Saturday 
was a cold reminder of who will truly allow this team to sink or soar. 

The Core Five. 

Facing a dialled-in Thatcher Demko and an inspired and physical 
Vancouver Canucks squad, the Maple Leafs had tied an intense matinee 
contest 1-1 on the strength of a pretty third-period power-play strike. 

So, when Phillip Di Giuseppe high-sticked Morgan Rielly and handed the 
visitors another man-advantage shortly thereafter, it was time for 
Toronto’s $48-million power-play to earn its dough and put away its 
lottery-bound opponent. 

Well, in a single 5-on-4 shift, against the league’s worst penalty kill, the 
Maple Leafs’ stars gave up two shorthanded goals and two points to 
Vancouver. 

Credit the Canucks’ killers — Elias Pettersson, J.T. Miller, Quinn Hughes, 
and Tyler Myers. 
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And blame the Maple Leafs’ offence creators for failing to execute in a 
turning-point sequence that led to a 4-1 loss. 

John Tavares: “That’s on us.” 

Morgan Rielly: “At that point in the game, getting a power play, can’t let 
that happen…. That’s on the individuals that are out there, myself, and 
our unit.” 

Auston Matthews: “We weren’t on the same page. Couple bad 
decisions…. That one power-play that they scored two goals, we dug 
ourselves in a hole, and it was tough to climb out of it.” 

Coach Sheldon Keefe: “We had a chance to really take over the game, 
and we failed on that. In that case, their best players were better than 
ours.” 

On a day in which Tampa Bay Lightning coach Jon Cooper benched 
superstars Steven Stamkos, Nikita Kucherov and Brayden Point due to 
poor performance, Keefe was asked if he considered tapping his second 
power-play unit after the big boys had surrendered what would stand as 
the game-winning shorty. 

He bristled at the idea. 

“We’re (18) seconds into a power-play in a one-goal hockey game, and 
we had a power-play that just tied the game for us,” Keefe replied. "So, I 
wasn't tempted at all." 

Makes sense. 

But it also is a reminder that, when verdict on the 2022-23 Leafs comes 
in, their fate rests in the hands of the five untouchables who carry the 
most weight and cash the largest cheques. 

Adding to the insult of losing their sixth consecutive game at Rogers 
Arena while starting six different goalies, the Maple Leafs got struck by 
injury. 

Matthews missed shifts mid-game when he blocked a slapshot that 
caught him in a “weird spot” on his left leg. He did return to the game, but 
his skating stride was hampered. 

“Just trying to grind my way through it. Didn’t feel too great, but felt fine to 
play,” Matthews said, following his post-game treatment. “Still stings, but 
I was able to get it to calm down.” 

Ryan O’Reilly, too, blocked a painful puck with his left hand toward the 
end of the second period. His injury was serious enough that he did not 
return: 

An update on the centre’s timeline for return is expected Monday in 
Newark, where the Leafs practice next. 

With injuries mounting up front and Toronto deploying an 11/7 lineup, 
Keefe said he was considering using one of the extra defencemen as a 
forward at one point. 

Yes, this is a team still trying to locate its rhythm after some significant 
roster turnover. 

To get outscored 10-4 by Western Canada — and 6-2 in special teams 
— shows there is another level of synchronicity that must be reached. 

“Just still trying to find our way. Sometimes that takes time, especially 
when you have so many new guys,” Matthews said. “We have to dial it in 
a bit here, get our game back, and find that consistency.” 

Added Rielly: “We can’t be a team that’s great one night and then not 
good the next.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Making his first start in 46 days, Matt Murray made a few 10-bell stops, 
stoning Phillip Di Giuseppe on a breakaway and Christian Wolanin 
playing tic-tac-toe with Conor Garland on a 2-on-0. 

“Just trying to get a read. He put a pretty hard shot-fake. Kinda froze me 
a bit, so I wasn’t able to get anything more over than my toe,” Murray 
said of his highlight. “So, kinda fortunate.” 

“Matt’s numbers aren’t going to look good coming out of this one,” Keefe 
said. “But I thought he was excellent.” 

• Luke Schenn saluted a decidedly pro-Schenn crowd while receiving a 
standing ovation and a warm thank-you tribute during the first TV break. 

“He has a presence on the ice, but he has a presence off the ice,” 
Alexander Kerfoot says of his new teammate. “When he steps in the 
room, you know he’s there.” 

• John Tavares got trucked clean and hard by Tyler Myers early in the 
contest, and new Leaf Jake McCabe immediately dropped the gloves. 

That Tavares’s head hit the back of Andrei Kuzmenko’s leg following the 
check may have saved it from slamming into the ice. 

“I’m good,” Tavares said. “I went and thanked (McCabe) after. Anytime 
someone comes in and steps up for you, obviously means a lot — 
especially a new guy that’s just getting acclimated. Not an easy thing to 
do. So, much appreciated.” 

• At Friday’s practice in Vancouver, Kyle Dubas presented Mark 
Giordano not with a golden shin pad but with a silver shield the size of his 
chest to honour his setting of the NHL shot block record: 

• Ex-Leaf Rasmus Sandin posted three assists and skated 21:40 in his 
Washington Capitals debut, an 8-3 rout of the San Jose Sharks. First 
Capitals defenceman in history to have a three-point debut. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks Takeaways: Shorthanded goals help Vancouver 
extend home streak vs. Maple Leafs 

 

Iain MacIntyre | @imacSportsnet 

March 5, 2023, 12:57 AM 

 

VANCOUVER — Beating the Toronto Maple Leafs on home ice never 
gets old for the Vancouver Canucks. 

Seriously, it never gets old because the Canucks keep adding fresh wins 
at Rogers Arena.  

Saturday’s 4-1 victory, when the Canucks embarrassed the Maple Leafs’ 
mighty power play with the fastest two shorthanded goals in Vancouver 
franchise history, was their 16th victory in 18 home games against 
Toronto since the National Hockey League reinvented itself after the 
2004-05 lockout. 

It has been nearly a decade since the NHL’s balance of power shifted in 
Canada and the Maple Leafs became good (but only in the regular 
season) and the Canucks became bad (except in the 2020 playoffs), but 
it always looks like 2011 when Toronto visits Vancouver. 

On Saturday, the team with 15 regulation wins all season beat the one 
with only 16 regulation losses by scoring three straight third-period goals. 
The decisive ones were both shorthanded on the same Toronto power 
play, as Elias Pettersson beautifully finished a two-on-one with J.T. Miller 
to break a 1-1 tie at 6:49, 44 seconds before Miller buried a breakaway 
wrist shot behind goalie Matt Murray after an all-world lead pass from 
Pettersson. 
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Nils Aman added a clinching goal for Vancouver at 12:34, tapping in a 
terrific backdoor pass by Brock Boeser after Aman and Phil DiGiuseppe 
forced ex-Canuck Luke Schenn into a turnover near the Leafs’ net. 

Canuck goalie Thatcher Demko was outstanding, stopping 36 of 37 shots 
that included a first-period breakaway by William Nylander when the 
Maple Leafs were badly outplaying the home team. 

The thousands who buy tickets in Vancouver to cheer the Maple Leafs 
always yell and chant regardless of the result, and the rest of the sellout 
crowd cheering the Canucks goes home especially happy. The 
atmosphere Saturday, as it usually is for this fixture, was electric. 

“Some of the people warned me that there’s going to be a lot of Leafs 
fans,” Canucks coach Rick Tocchet said. “I didn’t know it was that many. 
But I’m kind of used to it; when I was in Arizona, there was a lot of visiting 
fans out there, too.” 

Tocchet said in his pre-game media availability that games like this are 
like the playoffs for the Canucks. They have to be because for the 
seventh time in eight seasons, the Canucks won’t get the real playoff 
games. And for the seventh straight season, the Maple Leafs will be 
playing Stanley Cup playoff games. At least four of them. 

REAL GOALTENDING 

The Canucks’ horrendous penalty killing rate of 67.7 per cent, which has 
a chance to become the worst since the NHL began tracking that stat in 
1977, has received much attention this season. Not so much the equally-
bad goaltending, which was still last in the league before Saturday’s 
game with an .876 save percentage in all situations. 

But since Demko returned from a three-month absence due to a torn 
groin, he has stopped 104 of 111 shots over three straight starts, two of 
them wins against superior teams in the Maple Leafs and Dallas Stars. 
That’s .937 goaltending from Demko, who not only has returned to full 
health but returned to last season’s top-five NHL form after struggling 
badly at the start of this season. 

Three games is a tiny sample from Demko. The Canucks would like to 
see about 15 more of these performances over their final 20 games, 
although Tocchet vowed the team will not overplay him. But the West 
Coast had almost forgotten what elite goaltending looked like, and the 
difference it makes. 

TANK STANK 

Even with many in Canucks Nation hoarse from screaming about the 
Filip Hronek trade on Wednesday, some tankists still had the energy 
Saturday to complain on social media about the team winning with 
Demko in net a third straight game. Each loss, of course, enhances the 
Canucks’ draft-lottery odds and the slim chance of getting hometown 
superstar-in-waiting Connor Bedard in June. 

But let’s remember the lineup that Tocchet iced on Saturday included 
eight players who have spent time in the American Hockey League this 
season. The Canucks traded away leading goal scorer Bo Horvat, just 
dealt key defenceman and leader Schenn for a third-round pick, and 
were missing seven injured players on Saturday, including four 
defencemen who would be lineup regulars. 

And as far as Demko goes, the rehabilitation of his game — following the 
rehabilitation of his injury — is probably the single most important need 
regarding an individual player between now and the end of the regular 
season. He is their franchise goalie, and has three years remaining on a 
$25-million-US contract. Whatever success the Canucks hope to have 
next season, Demko needs to be driving it. 

HUGHES AND HISTORY 

Canuck Quinn Hughes’ two assists on Saturday made him the fastest 
defenceman to 200 assists in NHL history. He hit the double-century in 
just his 263rd game — one game earlier than American Hall-of-Famer 
Brian Leetch reached the threshold 31 years ago. When former general 
manager Jim Benning somehow found Hughes still available with the 

seventh pick of the 2018 draft — it was probably Benning’s happiest day 
on the job — he described Hughes as a Brian Leetch-type player. Guess 
he was right. 

SCHENN NIGHT 

It’s not often that players whose tenure with a team ends at 121 games 
and less than two seasons gets a tribute video, but Schenn deserved his 
moment during the early TV timeout on Saturday. The Canucks' game-
presentation staff rolled some of his greatest hits, literally, while the 
crowd roared its thanks, four days after his trade to the Maple Leafs. 

Only Schenn could speak with emotion about his regret at leaving one 
team and his gratitude at joining another, and genuinely mean both. He is 
a special kind of leader. And when people are done complaining about 
the Hronek trade, they might wonder — after Curtis Lazar was also 
traded for a draft pick — who is going to lead the Canucks by example, 
having learned what it takes to win in other organizations. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Another lousy night: Struggling Campbell shoulders the 
blame as Oilers lose to Jets 

 

Mark Spector | @sportsnetspec 

March 5, 2023, 12:24 AM 

 

WINNIPEG — On a 7-5 Saturday night in Winnipeg, Jack Campbell just 
needed a big save or two. 

“Frankly, right now I'm just trying to make all the ones I should have,” he 
said, after a loss you can pin squarely on Edmonton’s struggling 
netminder, another lousy night in a long, lousy season for Campbell. 

You can’t imagine a more entertaining game than the one the Winnipeg 
Jets and Edmonton Oilers rolled out here on Hockey Night in Canada, a 
Smythe Division special with Josh Morrissey playing the role of Phil 
Housley and Leon Draisaitl as Jari Kurri, his hat trick bringing a cascade 
of hats from the sold-out stands at the Canada Life Centre. 

And playing the role of Grant Fuhr? 

That was Jets tendy Connor Hellebuyck, who gave the Oilers five, but 
turned back into a Vezina winner as they sought No. 6 for the game’s 
final 17 minutes, the Jets clinging to a 6-5 lead. 

Finally, Winnipeg scored an empty netter to send the folks out onto 
Portage Ave. with smiles on their faces. 

Alas, Campbell was the Pokey Reddick of this nostalgic night. He surely 
was not “The Bandit,” Daniel Berthiaume. 

Campbell mixed in a few dazzling saves, but he couldn’t make enough of 
the stops you expect from your goalie. The kind that make five goals 
enough to at least get a point, if not two. 

“It's disappointing,” bemoaned Campbell. “The guys played great, I've 
been working super hard, feeling good. … It’s just disappointing to let 
them down. A couple I want back and that would have been the 
difference.” 

This was a high event night. The kind goalies typically love to play in. 

“It was a fun game, but just disappointing. A couple goals that I'd like 
back,” Campbell said. “The guy (Kyle Capobianco) beats me high glove, 
(Josh) Morrissey found a way to beat me from the point, and (Morgan 
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Barron went) five-hole on the breakaway. Definitely a tough one to 
swallow.” 

Note the names: Not Scheifele, Wheeler and Connor, but Capobianco 
and Barron. 

Morrissey’s second goal was a real killer. His power-play point shot 
appeared to be heading wide, but Campbell flashed the blocker and 
deflected it into his own cage, making it a 6-4 game at 19:58 of the 
second period. 

How did that one elude Campbell? 

“I'm not sure,” he said. “I just couldn't believe it went in. Yeah, gotta have 
it. 

“I just know I can be so much better for this group. I'm definitely gonna 
keep working to get there,” he said, words we’ve been hearing all year 
from the likeable, but less than reliable netminder. 

His numbers — as we enter the final quarter of the season — are 
subterranean: an .882 save percentage and a goals-against average of 
3.57. 

Edmonton has two more back-to-backs left on their schedule. If Stuart 
Skinner continues to play dependably, those could be the only starts left 
for Campbell in the 2022-23 regular season. 

“Six is a lot to try to ask the guys,” he said. “Gotta have a couple more 
(saves).” 

Hockey teams are like your golf swing. We all have a telltale miss, and 
for the Oilers, when they lack structure, wildy entertaining hockey 
ensues. 

This was firewagon shinny at its finest, an absolute thriller for the hockey 
fan, with Draisaitl scoring goals 13 and seven seconds into separate 
power plays, sniping goals No. 39, 40 and 41 on the season. 

Connor McDavid had Jets fans oohing and awing all night and somehow 
counted just one assist, while Evan Bouchard continued to produce in his 
role as a power-play quarterback, adding three helpers. 

“It's obvious that we can play that way, but that's not the style that we 
want to play,” said Draisaitl, who had five goals and an assist in this two-
game split with the Jets. “We play to win the race to make the playoffs 
here. So I’d rather take a 1-0 win.” 

Draisaitl has scored in five straight road games and became the fifth 
player in Oilers history to record his fourth 40-goal campaign, alongside 
Wayne Gretzky, Glenn Anderson, Kurri and McDavid. 

Alas, five goals weren’t enough Saturday in Winnipeg, where the Oilers 
played mentally tired on their second game in 24 hours, and the fourth 
game in six nights. 

“That's when you have to trust your structure and play towards your 
structure because that protects everybody,” Woodcroft assessed. 
“Tonight we didn't do a good enough job of that. We scored enough to 
win, but we didn't defend well enough to win.” 

Yeah, but what a blast to watch, right coach? 

“I think both coaching staffs look at that game as a lot of sloppy 
mistakes,” he said. “In the end, they found that extra goal, found the extra 
save, and they found the two points. 

“We didn't get that tonight.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / ‘Never fully comfortable’: Maple Leafs’ Kerfoot and the 
trade he dodged 

 

Luke Fox | @lukefoxjukebox 

March 4, 2023, 2:26 PM 

 

VANCOUVER – Alexander Kerfoot will never allow himself to feel entirely 
comfortable with his spot in the show. 

But once the trade deadline o’clock ticked by without his name being 
mentioned in a press release, the Toronto Maple Leafs’ middle-class 
forward did concede a small measure of relief. 

“Just because there’s maybe no pressure of being traded (now) doesn’t 
mean there’s no pressure,” Kerfoot said Friday afternoon. “The pressure 
ramps up at this time. The whole goal is going out there and performing. 
Right now, you need to perform more than at any point in the season. 

“For me personally, I’ve been traded once in my career — and you’re 
never fully comfortable. You know that it’s a business, and you know that 
at any time you can get traded. You just have to tune that out as much as 
possible. If you were listening to every rumour that was floating around, 
then it would be a stressful life.” 

Beloved by his teammates and trusted by his head coach, Toronto’s 
ultimate utility forward has jumped from lines one through four and 
skated in all three positions up front throughout his four-year run since 
2019’s infamous Nazem Kadri blockbuster. 

At various points in his Leafs tenure, Kerfoot has been at risk of being 
moved, largely because his $3.5-million cap hit has complicated matters 
for a contender so intent on maximizing every penny on the budget. 

Many stories get written about what it’s like to get traded. Kerfoot’s story 
is about what it feels like to avoid a trade. 

The 28-year-old is in the final months of an expiring contract, and unless 
he’s willing to re-sign for a significant discount, his Leafs days are likely 
numbered. 

Faced with a decision to ship out Kerfoot or keep him as an “own rental,” 
GM Kyle Dubas spent draft capital to do the latter. 

When acquiring Ryan O’Reilly and Noel Acciari from the St. Louis Blues, 
Dubas could have balanced Toronto’s books by moving Kerfoot to 
Missouri, according to Elliotte Friedman’s reporting. 

Instead, Dubas paid the Minnesota Wild a 2025 fourth-round pick to 
retain 50 per cent of O’Reilly’s salary and keep Kerfoot safe from six 
weeks of meaningless hockey. 

With the trade deadline in the rearview mirror, what are the Maple Leafs' 
next moves? 

When it did come time to move salaried bodies and further tweak his 
roster this week, Dubas chose Rasmus Sandin and Pierre Engvall 
(another pending UFA) instead. 

“You never want to see guys you’ve been friends with and teammates 
with for a long time leave. I think it’s the same as when you work with 
someone for a long time and they move on. But it’s exciting in the sense 
that management is doing things to make our team better. That’s what 
the whole goal is here—to win the Stanley Cup,” Kerfoot said. 

Armed with the Boston Bruins’ first-round pick, Dubas did keep his eye 
on the market for further improvements Friday. Were he to shed more 
salary, the contracts of Kerfoot and UFA defencemen Justin Holl and Erik 
Gustafsson could have come into play. 

Once Tyler Bertuzzi got scooped by Boston, the GM looked around the 
remaining field and stood pat. 
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“It’s good to have things solidified for the most part,” Kerfoot said. 
“There’s obviously guys with the Marlies who will be up at some point, 
but we know who our group is now. It’s just about going out there and 
getting it done.” 

Kerfoot has been candid about his disappointment with his role in the 
Maple Leafs’ seven-game loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning last spring. 
And while his production (26 points through 62 games) has dipped from 
2021-22’s career-best 51-point showing, the player now has a chance to 
end his Toronto days on a high note. 

“This is what you dream about. You dream about playing for a team like 
the Toronto Maple Leafs and be in a position where expectations are 
high and you have the opportunity to go make a run. We know that the 
playoffs in Toronto are a special thing, and we want to extend that for as 
long as we can. And make it fun,” Kerfoot said. 

And yet? Even though his roster spot is secure for the stretch run, 
Kerfoot knows he can’t assume the same applies to his lineup spot. 

“If you have a bad game, does it mean you might not play? Or does it 
mean you might not play as much? Or does it mean you’re not helping 
the team?” he wonders. 

“So, there’s always pressure in this business, regardless if it’s before the 
trade deadline, after the trade deadline, in the off-season, in the playoffs. 
It’s about coming in and doing your job every day and continuing to get 
better.” 

To that end, when he looks at the Maple Leafs’ playoff-bound roster, 
does Kerfoot see a better group on paper? Is this the best version of the 
four Toronto teams he’s skated for? 

That’s a tricky question. 

“For us, the last few years we’ve felt like we’ve got a really good team. I 
think right now it feels like we’ve got a really good group,” Kerfoot replies. 

“But if you asked me that last year, I probably would’ve said the same 
thing. The year before that, I might’ve said the same thing too. 

“We’re really confident in our group. Management’s done a great job 
loading up. Our coaching staff has done a great job preparing us. Now 
it’s just about going out there and proving it. Because at the end of the 
day, if we don’t get results, it doesn’t really matter.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 03.06.2023 

1270617 Websites 

 

TSN.CA / Sutter on Flames recent struggles: 'I'd boo too' 

 

Salim Valji 

 

Few 1-0 leads in National Hockey League history have looked as 
insurmountable as the Minnesota Wild’s slim lead over the Calgary 
Flames on Saturday night. 

In front of a near sell-out at the Saddledome, the Wild scored nearly 
seven minutes into the game and proceeded to suffocate the life out of 
the hosts by clogging the neutral zone and preventing Calgary from 
gaining any meaningful offensive zone time. A day after general manager 
Brad Treliving gave the team a vote of confidence by refusing to blow up 
a team that has wildly underperformed compared to pre-season 
expectations, the Flames ended up shut out 3-0 and booed off the ice.  

“When you lose like that, I’d boo too,” head coach Darryl Sutter said 
afterwards. 

“Mediocre,” is how blueliner Rasmus Andersson summed up the night. 

“I don’t think they’re booing the team,” Sutter said. 

Who were they booing then?  

“Our top players got to be better players,” the coach replied. 

Jonathan Huberdeau and Nazem Kadri were a combined -4, showing 
little of the offensive ability that warranted Treliving to give them both a 
combined total of $133 million over the coming seasons. Huberdeau was 
one of two Flames forwards to not register a shot on goal and, as he has 
far too often this season, could not assert himself on the forecheck or 
make crisp plays with the puck. Kadri has just two goals in his last 15 
games, and neither had an impact when the game was a single shot from 
being tied. 

“I don’t think you change your strategy when you’re down by a goal,” 
Sutter said. 

“There’s guys that aren’t pulling their weight in terms of being on the ice 
for too many goals against. We had 13 guys who, after two periods, had 
one or less shot on goal…when you say we’re down a goal, that’s when 
you have to be able to fight through a little bit of adversity or obstruction 
or that sort of thing on the ice. It’s obvious we didn’t do it.” 

“We’ve got to find a push, we’ve got to find some energy to get that 1-1 
goal and go for the next one,” Andersson said. 

“They scored the second one and there’s just no energy after that.” 

After emotionally engaged and competitive performances versus elite 
teams in the Boston Bruins and Toronto Maple Leafs (both of which they 
lost), the Flames looked noticeably slower and uncompetitive  versus the 
Wild after not practicing on Friday.  

“We’ve just got to get the second wave and the third wave and fourth 
wave and build on each shift, especially in the third period,” Andersson 
said. 

“You’ve got to follow it up, shift after shift after shift. We get a good shift 
and then get a couple of bad ones. Then we get a good one, then we get 
three bad ones.” 

“It was kind of flat on our end from start to finish,” said veteran forward 
Milan Lucic, who registered one shot on goal in the loss.  

“Just got to be more competitive, got to make more plays, got to finish 
plays. We need everyone playing their game at the level they can, which 
we haven’t had all year.” 

Lost in the loss was another strong performance by goalie Jacob 
Markstrom. After Sutter said he would get another run as the everyday 
starter earlier this week, the much-maligned goalie turned in another 
strong outing, stopping 30 of 33 shots while looking more calm and 
composed in net. Similar to his start versus the Leafs, he also managed 
the game very well by knocking down dump-ins and playing pucks 
quickly to avoid defensive zone faceoffs.  

“It’s two games in a row where we’ve got really good goaltending and 
goaltending that’s given us a chance to win, but I think very little of that 
support for him,” Sutter said. 

“Especially from our top guys.” 

Calgary now sits six points out of the second wild-card spot, currently 
occupied by the Colorado Avalanche, who have three games in hand. 
The Flames will need at least a 70 per cent points percentage to have 
even a slim chance at that final playoff spot in the conference. It begs the 
question of if more nights like Saturday–a lack of will and 
competitiveness–will be more common given that playoff hockey is such 
a longshot with 19 games left. 

“If the will’s not there, a guy comes out and says it or whatever, then they 
shouldn’t be playing, or playing as much,” Tyler Toffoli said. 

“I think we’re at a point now where we need to do whatever it takes to 
win, whether that’s everybody going or some guys aren’t going, then they 
won’t be playing as much.” 
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“Every one of us in here really have to look at ourselves in the mirror,” 
Andersson said. 

The Flames are back in action on Monday in Dallas against the West-
leading Stars. 
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