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Hurricanes like seeing ‘Ghost’ make a good first impression after trade from Arizona

By Chip Alexander 
Raleigh 

A week ago this time, Shayne Gostisbehere was a member 
of the Arizona Coyotes, hearing all the trade rumors, 
consulting with his agent, talking to his wife, his life in NHL 
limbo. 
A week later, Gostisbehere is a member of the Carolina 
Hurricanes, the defenseman contributing two power-play 
goals and two assists in his first two games with his new 
team, settling in quickly. 
Both were big wins, the first over the team that traded him 
and the second over a team that won Stanley Cups in 2020 
and 2021. The Canes hammered the Coyotes 6-1, then 
returned to PNC Arena on Sunday for a 6-0 complete-game 
victory over the Tampa Bay Lightning. 
“I was definitely a little nervous that first game,” Gostisbehere 
said Sunday. “You don’t want to be that guy that comes in 
and obviously it doesn’t go (well). But these guys and 
coaches are helping me make this transition seamless.” 
It was a quick transition. The Coyotes traded Gostisbehere to 
the Canes on Wednesday, two days before the NHL 
deadline. Two days later, he was on the ice at Mullett Arena 
in Tempe, Arizona, trying to beat a team he had been with 
for 134 games over two seasons. 
“It’s been a little emotional for my family and I,” Gostisbehere 
said. “We haven’t really dealt with this whole deadline 
situation like this before.” 
Gostisbehere had been traded before — sent by the 
Philadelphia Flyers to the Coyotes in July 2021, after six 
seasons in Philly. But this was different. 
“When I was traded the first time it was in the summer. You 
have a little more time to digress and whatnot,” he said. “For 
us, it has been awesome because these guys have made 
me feel like I’m at home and been really helpful to me.” 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour noted, because of the timing 
and location, the trade put Gostisbehere in an awkward 
position, both in playing his former team so quickly while 
trying to distill and understand a new system. 
The unusual situation was reminiscent of Sergei Samsonov’s 
trade to the Florida Panthers in February 2011. Samsonov 
practiced with the Canes in Raleigh, was traded later that 
day for Panthers defenseman Bryan Allen, and with the 

Panthers the next day for the morning skate and a game at 
the arena.  
It was a bit surreal, for Allen and Samsonov.  
But Gostisbehere was able to put it all behind him quickly, 
with two games in three days. 
“When they throw you in the fire like that, sometimes it’s a 
little easier,” he said. 
Gostisbehere has been paired defensively with Jalen 
Chatfield in his first two games, and quickly was assigned to 
quarterback the Canes’ second power-play unit while Brent 
Burns continues to be the QB on the first unit. 
Against the Coyotes, Gostisbehere stepped into a shot from 
the top of the left circle for his first power-play goal. His 
second goal, against Tampa Bay, came on a heavy shot 
from the left point that easily beat goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy 
high to the glove side, no easy task. 
Gostisbehere’s second assist in the game had Teuvo 
Teravainen scoring his third goal for his second career hat 
trick. Gostisbehere put a shot on net and Teravainen was 
there for the rebound and quick follow shot that soon had the 
ice littered with caps. 
“He’s a good puck mover, sees the ice, all the stuff we 
knew,” Brind’Amour said Sunday. “So nothing’s really 
surprised me.” 
The Hurricanes, leading the Metropolitan Division by two 
points over New Jersey after Sunday’s games, made two 
additions before the trade deadline: Gostisbehere, and 
forward Jesse Puljujarvi, acquired Tuesday from Edmonton. 
The Canes’ core group remained unchanged. 
Gostisbehere, nicknamed “Ghost,” is a rarity for the 
Hurricanes, an acquisition who is due to become an 
unrestricted free agent after the season.  
Brind’Amour said improving the power play was a priority, 
and that Gostisbehere “was the best guy out there.” 
Puljujarvi was scheduled to join the Canes in Montreal on 
Monday after obtaining his work visa. 
“Do we have other needs?” Brind’Amour said Sunday. ”Every 
team has got holes they’d like to improve, but you do have to 
be cautious with what the price tags are. I think we do a good 
job of keeping level-headed.” 
Did the Canes do enough?  
They believe they did. 
“The truth’s going to come later, as we know,” Brind’Amour 
said. “The proof’s always going to be later.” 
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NHL trade deadline aftermath: Evaluating where each team stands in the Stanley Cup race 

By Dom Luszczyszyn 

Trade season is over and after an extremely wild arms race, 
we now have a much clearer picture of what each team will 
look like come playoff time. It’s a perfect time to look at the 
Stanley Cup race. 
Taking stock of each team’s chances of winning the Stanley 
Cup after the trade deadline is an exercise I do every year. 
It’s a natural point to reflect on how each team has played, 
what they’ve added to address holes, and most importantly: 
where they stand relative to the field. The deadline is all 
about creating the best possible version of a team and it’s 
important to evaluate the jobs each team did through that 
lens. 
This was an especially busy trade period with a lot of moving 
pieces. It remains to be seen which moves pan out or flame 
out, which players fit and which players don’t. But as it 
stands, here’s how the Stanley Cup field looks — separated 
into five categories. 
Data as of March 6 

The Favorite 

The best chance to win it all: 15 percent or higher 

Boston Bruins 

Can anyone beat the Boston Bruins? 
That’s the biggest question going into the post-season as no 
Stanley Cup favorite in the analytics era has had this much 
separation from the field. Boston’s goal differential is on pace 
to hit plus-139 — 62 better than the next-best team. It’s the 
same difference as the one between the second and 14th. 
For context, the 2018-19 Lightning were 39 goals better than 
second-place Calgary. 
That’s the main reason Boston already has a whopping 32 
percent chance of winning it all, even in the league’s hardest 
division. Those odds are up after acquiring Dmitry Orlov, 
Tyler Bertuzzi and Garnet Hathaway — but have also slightly 
diminished with the likelihood that Matt Grzelcyk might be the 
odd man out on the blue line. For most teams that would 
seem like a monumental error; for the Bruins, it’s about 
finding the right mix. 
There’s more than enough leeway throughout the roster to 
do that because this team is stupidly stacked. This lineup is 
without any flaws and has no holes anywhere. The Bruins 
don’t have a single underachiever this season and while 
some may rightly suggest they’re a team ripe for regression, 
even regression doesn’t look likely to kill them. 
Every player is playing well above expectations and that has 
raised the bar for what to expect. Jake DeBrusk has been 
elite this year and now looks like a legit top-line talent. 
Hampus Lindholm has been one of the best defensive 
defensemen in hockey and is back to looking like an elite 
number-one defender. And of course, there’s Linus Ullmark 
with a Vezina-caliber season to top it all off. That’s added a 
new dimension to the club beyond the Perfection Line and 
Charlie McAvoy. The return of David Krejci, Pavel Zacha’s 
breakthrough and the emergence of Trent Frederic and 
Connor Clifton also helps. 

This team was great enough to be a heavy favorite before 
the deadline, a distinct tier above everyone else. Adding 
Orlov, Bertuzzi and Hathaway to that just feels unfair. 
Bertuzzi is an impact play-driver who can score, a luxury on 
a third line that already has Taylor Hall (assuming he’s back 
for the playoffs). Hathaway might be the league’s best fourth-
line winger. And Orlov is a truly underrated puck-mover that 
can also handle a shutdown role (and a forecheck). 
The Bruins are just downright frightening. No notes. 

The Contenders 

The biggest threats to the favorites: 8-to-15 percent 

Carolina Hurricanes 

If there’s anyone that can beat Boston it’s Carolina, a team 
that likely served as an inspiration to Boston’s deadline 
playbook. The Bruins got tougher to play against, tougher to 
take the puck from, and tougher to match up with — all 
lessons learned from last year’s seven-game defeat at the 
hands of the Hurricanes. 
Carolina has had Boston’s number for the past two years, 
infamously going 3-0-0 last season while outscoring Boston 
16-1 in the process. Their playoff series was closer, but 
Carolina still prevailed with a plus-four goal differential. This 
year the Hurricanes are 1-0-1 and plus-two. As far as bad 
matchups go, the Hurricanes seem to be it for Boston … 
even if this is a brand new team from the one that got 
pummelled last season. 
The Hurricanes have methodically built to this moment over 
the last few years and while they may not be the top dog, 
they’re as close as anyone. Sunday’s dominant 6-0 win 
against the Lightning was a testament to the kind of power 
this team has. This is an incredibly balanced team, the 
league’s deepest group. Carolina has 13 skaters worth one 
win or more and every single one contributes at least half a 
win. The Hurricanes’ two deadline additions — predictably 
Jesse Puljujarvi and Shayne Gostisbehere — contribute to 
that. Like Boston, there are no holes at any spot in the 
lineup. No other teams can say that. 
With Carolina, it’s always about whether the top end is strong 
enough. Every other team in the “A-minus” tier is thereby the 
strength of their core augmented by superstars. Carolina’s 
core isn’t quite at that level. Still, this is the closest this 
version of the team has been. Sebastian Aho and Brent 
Burns are nearing five wins of value apiece while Andrei 
Svechnikov, Martin Necas and Jaccob Slavin have been 
excellent as well. 
If not for Boston this might have been Carolina’s year. It still 
could be — the Hurricanes are the Bruins’ biggest threat. 

Edmonton Oilers 

For the first time in three years, the first team mentioned 
from the West is not Colorado — it’s Connor McDavid’s 
Oilers. The model sees Edmonton as nearly equal to 
Colorado, but an easier path through the Pacific division 
helps give the Oilers the slightest of edges. Could this finally 
be the year McDavid tastes championship glory? 
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If it were up to him alone it would be. He’s on another level 
this season playing at a 7.2-win pace. McDavid is the best 
player in the world and that gives the Oilers a lot of room for 
error elsewhere on the roster. 
Team defense? Still subpar. 
Goaltending? Highly questionable. 
Overall depth? Not ideal. 
But McDavid is the great equalizer and he has a lot more 
help than he usually does. Leon Draisaitl is still Leon 
Draisaitl. Zach Hyman has been an absolute offensive force 
this year. Ryan Nugent-Hopkins is posting career highs. 
That’s arguably the scariest offensive quartet in hockey right 
now and the forward group is deeper than usual aside from 
them. Nick Bjugstad was a savvy addition that helps with 
that, especially without the puck. 
A lot will come down to how the backend holds up and the 
addition of Mattias Ekholm is a serious fortifier in that vein. 
He gives that blue line a very different and much-needed 
element crucial to playoff success. Edmonton is still a weak 
defensive team overall, but Ekholm’s presence at least 
helps. 
The Oilers need it with an Achilles’ heel tandem of Stuart 
Skinner and Jack Campbell, but with the offense that this 
team generates they should be okay. That’s especially true if 
Edmonton continues controlling the run of play the way it has 
of late. Over the last month, the Oilers have a 61.3 percent 
expected goals rate, second to only Carolina. The Oilers are 
oddly constructed and have flaws, but they’re the real deal. 

Colorado Avalanche 

Last year’s Stanley Cup champions are still an imposing foe, 
a strong contender to come out of the West. Colorado is 
neck-and-neck with Edmonton, the team it met in last year’s 
conference final, but it feels like a lot of luster has worn off 
from the Avalanche in the year since. 
No one would ever count out the Avalanche, a team that 
hasn’t played a single healthy game all year. That makes it 
difficult to judge what they can be at full health. Despite that 
caveat, it’s still clear that this year’s version is a step behind 
last year’s version. 
Losing Nazem Kadri and Andre Burakovsky has hurt the 
team’s forward depth in a noticeable way and the team has 
lost some offensive punch overall. Colorado has remained 
strong defensively and Alexandar Georgiev has replaced 
Darcy Kuemper adequately, but the less threatening offense 
gives some reason for worry. Colorado ranks 21st in 
expected and actual goals per 60 at five-on-five — a big 
reason the Avalanche are only middle of the pack with 51-to-
52 percent of the actual and expected goals. 
Colorado’s most pressing need at the deadline was one the 
Avalanche didn’t address: second-line center. J.T. Compher 
has filled the role well this season, especially defensively, but 
I’m not convinced he’ll hold up in that role in a seven-game 
series. That’s a potentially big mismatch against the Oilers 
and Leon Draisaitl down the line should the two teams meet. 
Colorado’s lone add was down the middle in veteran center 
Lars Eller, but that doesn’t look like a move that will move the 
needle much if at all. He’s not the player he once was. 
This is still an elite team that has a very strong chance of 
coming out of the West, it’s just not a slam dunk as it has 
been in years past. 

New Jersey Devils 

It’s not often a team makes an immediate jump from lottery 
team to Cup contender. Playoffs: yes. Contender: no. 
According to historic betting odds Pittsburgh was 10th in Cup 
odds in 2007 going into the playoffs. Washington was eighth 
in 2008. Boston was 16th in 2008. Chicago was eighth in 
2009. Los Angeles was 10th in 2010. Tampa Bay was 10th 
in 2014. Toronto was 16th in 2017. Colorado was 16th in 
2018. 
The Devils are fifth, both here and according to oddsmakers. 
Their closest corollary might be the Blackhawks who jumped 
right to the conference finals in their very first year. New 
Jersey is hoping to take the same path in their first 
postseason crack. 
Inexperience will be New Jersey’s biggest weak spot, but this 
is a team high enough on talent that it may not matter. The 
pair of Jack Hughes and Nico Hischier is an elite one-two 
punch down the middle, there’s strong winger depth around 
them, and the team’s defense corps led by Dougie Hamilton 
is contender quality. Goaltending may be New Jersey’s 
undoing, but Vitek Vanecek has still been solid this year. 
This would’ve been a good enough team before the 
deadline, but the Devils took a massive swing by adding 
Timo Meier, easily the most impactful piece available. Meier 
is a three-win player and adds immediate offensive oomph to 
the team while not sacrificing anything defensively. He’s a 
heavy-volume shooter which fits well with this team’s style. 
The Devils took a meteoric rise this season, but they’re no 
fluke. They’ve arrived as a fully formed contender with 
immediate expectations. Just making the playoffs is not the 
goal for this group. 

The Challengers 

The teams that can do damage, but face a difficult path: 5-to-
8 percent 

Dallas Stars 

The Stars have quietly built one of the league’s strongest 
cores, led by Jason Robertson having an MVP-worthy 
season in a world where Connor McDavid doesn’t exist. The 
Stars’ top line has been ridiculously good for three years now 
and grades out as one of the league’s very best — it’s by far 
the team’s biggest strength. As they go, so goes the team. 
What separates this year’s Stars from last year is adding 
help beneath that trio up front. The resurgence of Jamie 
Benn and Tyler Seguin has helped as has the emergence of 
Wyatt Johnston. Mason Marchment should help in theory, 
though he’s struggled to come anywhere close to replicating 
last year’s magic. Still, they needed more. Dallas added Max 
Domi and Evgeny Dadonov to the top nine to help solve that 
and it does make the overall group much more formidable. 
I’m low on Domi and his defensive game, but in the right 
situation with the right support, he’s a good piece. Dallas 
feels like that kind of situation. 
While the team’s forward depth looks stronger, the team’s 
defensive depth isn’t great. It’s what’s keeping the Stars 
outside the next tier. Outside of Miro Heiskanen, the Stars 
look thin. Esa Lindell is having a strong defensive season, 
but the decline of Ryan Suter leaves Dallas with just two 
legitimate top-four defenders. Having Jake Oettinger in net 
and a strong defensive system alleviates that, but it would’ve 
been nice to see the Stars add an impact defender. 
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Toronto Maple Leafs 

Toronto’s spot on this list is less a reflection of the team and 
more a reflection of its competition. The Stanley Cup goes 
through Boston and the mere presence of the Bruins in the 
same division puts a massive roadblock in Toronto’s Cup 
path. Having to play Tampa Bay in Round 1 adds another. 
It’s an arduous path that gives the fourth-highest-rated team 
the seventh-highest odds. 
No team was busier than the Leafs at the deadline. Toronto 
added Ryan O’Reilly and Noel Acciari in one deal, Jake 
McCabe and Sam Lafferty in another, essentially swapped 
Pierre Engvall for Luke Schenn and shipped off Rasmus 
Sandin for Erik Gustafsson (and a first). The latter two moves 
don’t even show up on the depth chart as a result of the 
Leafs quizzically having eight (!) NHL defenders. 
I’m not sure what the Leafs do there — they may and should 
go 11F/7D — but the end result is a group that certainly feels 
more playoff ready. McCabe adds a shutdown element 
sorely missed from the absence of Jake Muzzin and Schenn 
hits a lot. Gustafsson can step in as an offensively gifted 
puck-mover on the third pair. As long as it doesn’t mean 
Timothy Liljegren is watching from the press box the Leafs 
are fine on the back end. Better than fine. This is the 
league’s deepest blue line — though it obviously lacks the 
elite number one other contenders have. At the very least, it 
should mitigate what remains the team’s biggest weakness 
which is goaltending. Ilya Samsonov is projected to be the 
weakest starter in the East. 
The forward group remains the team’s biggest strength, 
though it would’ve been nice to see the team add another 
scoring forward for the top nine rather than build the best 
fourth pair in the league. O’Reilly, assuming he’s healthy for 
the playoffs, is a great piece but his offensive game has 
waned in recent seasons. Neither Lafferty nor Acciari moves 
the needle in that regard either. 
It leaves Toronto with a very top-heavy attack, one that 
depends on five-or-six forwards. The offensive weakness in 
the bottom six is what separates the Leafs from Boston and 
Carolina as the teams to beat in the East. That can be 
mitigated if Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner get back to 
the offensive heights they showed last season, but they’ve 
been much less dominant in that regard this season. 

The Dark Horses 

The teams that can make noise, if everything goes right: 2-
to-5 percent 

Tampa Bay Lightning  

The Lightning would be a top-three team in the West this 
year and not far off from the top spot in terms of expected 
strength. But in the East, they’re fifth in the hierarchy and 
that makes them a likely underdog in each of the first three 
rounds. It’s hard to have strong Cup odds under those 
circumstances — especially if that path goes through Boston. 
The words “underdog” and “Lightning” in the same sentence 
don’t really compute. Tampa Bay has gone to three straight 
finals and knows what it takes to get there better than any 
other team. They’re still an elite club and not to be doubted. 
Brayden Point and Nikita Kucherov still form an excellent duo 
on the top line, there’s strong forward depth throughout and 
Andrei Vasilevskiy remains a brick wall. 

If there’s one question it’s whether the top pair of Victor 
Hedman and Erik Cernak can get back into form. That duo 
seemed like a natural fit after Ryan McDonagh was dealt but 
in 213 minutes together have just 44 percent of the expected 
goals and 38 percent of the actual goals. They’re usually 
apart and have been better that way, but this is still a year 
where Hedman has just 50 percent of the expected goals. 
That’s last among Lightning regulars. 
Tampa Bay didn’t make an add on the backend which leaves 
the Lightning with a more vulnerable defense group than 
usual. The Lightning did acquire Tanner Jeannot though who 
fits the team’s usual deadline M.O. of “forechecking savant 
who can score.” He’s had a rough year but has the potential 
to be a difference-maker with a return to last year’s form. Not 
listed is Michael Eyssimont whose underlying numbers make 
him seem like an upgrade over either Patrick Maroon or 
Pierre-Edouard Bellemare. He might be the next hidden gem 
for the Lightning — the Jets and Sharks were 0.8 expected 
and actual goals better per 60 with him on the ice relative to 
teammates. A potential black ace. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

With a better prognosis on Mark Stone, this would look a lot 
rosier. I don’t have any insider info, but when I asked Jesse 
Granger, our Golden Knights reporter, about it he seemed 
less than optimistic. Going through two back surgeries in 
eight months is tough. 
What remains is not the most imposing roster and certainly 
not one that screams contender. That might be fine to win a 
round or two in the West, but anything more feels unlikely. 
Vegas has an excellent defense group from top-to-bottom 
led by Shea Theodore and Alex Pietrangelo. The Golden 
Knights also have a solid bottom six with an underrated third 
line led by speedster Chandler Stephenson. It’s the rest that 
is pretty uninspiring. Though Jack Eichel has played like a 
high-end first-line center, the model is still skeptical based on 
his priors and the rest of the top six is far from contender 
quality. Adding Ivan Barbashev doesn’t change much and 
he’d be better suited to a third line. The model is also much 
less enamoured by Logan Thompson than most believing his 
numbers are a reflection of the system in front of him. 

New York Rangers 

On paper, the Rangers are a very scary team, but 
competition in the East is very stiff. That puts them sixth in 
the pecking order. In order to make a return to the 
conference final they’ll need some players to leap off the 
page more than they have. 
That starts with the two big additions up front: Patrick Kane 
and Vladimir Tarasenko. Just last year the duo would’ve 
been projected to provide over five wins. This year they’re 
worth half of that. That gives the Rangers a lot of upward 
potential if either or both players can regain their form. 
Neither Kane nor Tarasenko has been as strong as usual 
offensively this season and that’s let their defensive 
deficiencies really tank their value. Both players are better 
set up for success with New York and the added support 
should see their value increase. 
Next on the docket is the second pair of K’Andre Miller and 
Jacob Trouba who have just 48 percent of the expected 
goals and 40 percent of the actual goals, the latter number 
being a sharp decrease from last year’s 57 percent. New 
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York already has enough issues with its third pair — issues 
that Niko Mikkola likely doesn’t solve — it can’t afford to be a 
one-pair team. That’s unfortunately how the model sees it 
right now. 
But most importantly, the Rangers need a stronger Igor 
Shesterkin. In 45 games this season he has just a .909 save 
percentage saving 10 goals above expected, good for 13th in 
the league. The model is holding steady on Shesterkin being 
one of the league’s very best, but his value has certainly 
dropped in recent weeks. With the weapons the team has up 
front, Shesterkin can be the difference between another 
conference final berth and a first-round exit. 

The Rest 

The teams that face a very difficult road in the playoffs: 0-to-
2 percent 

Minnesota Wild 

The Wild had the makings of a contender last season but 
look like a pretender this time around. Kirill Kaprizov is 
wheeling the team to victory on a nightly basis, but there 
aren’t many offensive weapons outside of him. The Wild are 
usually built on depth, but that’s been missing this season. 
Marcus Johansson and Gustav Nyquist don’t look like huge 
needle movers. John Klingberg is the x-factor on the blue 
line, but his defensive results this year are so off track that 
he projects to hurt the Wild more than help. We’ll see how he 
fares in a more sheltered role on a much more competent 
defensive club. 

Winnipeg Jets 

A thoroughly average team from top-to-bottom with the 
exception of Connor Hellebuyck. That gives Winnipeg a real 
edge in a potential playoff series — no team in the West is 
better equipped between the pipes than the Jets. Nino 
Niederreiter gives the team some solid scoring punch in the 
top nine. The Jets would rank higher with stronger playoff 
odds. 

Florida Panthers 

For better or worse, the model remains enamoured with last 
year’s Presidents’ Trophy winners believing this is still a 
contending roster — record be damned. Can’t contend if you 
don’t make the playoffs though and Florida’s position there 
remains precarious. The Panthers didn’t add anyone at the 
deadline, but getting Anthony Duclair back is a big boost. 

Los Angeles Kings 

Outside the crease, this is a solid team built on depth. The 
question is whether the top end of the roster can hang with 
other teams and whether Joonas Korpisalo can keep up this 
year’s level of play. His lengthy track record of near league-
worst goaltending makes the model skeptical. Newcomer 
Vladislav Gavrikov has a spotty analytical profile but should 
be better insulated on the Kings. 

Seattle Kraken 

Shades of Vegas’ inaugural season — only one year later for 
the Kraken. Seattle lives off its tremendous depth, arguably 
one of the strongest supporting casts of any team. The 
question is whether that will be enough in a seven-game 
series where the Kraken’s lack of star power will be glaring. 

Calgary Flames 

This might be a very different season if Calgary gets last 
year’s Jonathan Huberdeau and Jacob Markstrom — two 
players that were expected to lead the Flames to contention 
after a tumultuous offseason. Calgary is deep enough to be a 
relatively fierce wild-card team, but actually making it looks 
more and more unlikely by the day. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

This might be the weakest Penguins playoff team we’ve seen 
in the Crosby-Malkin-Letang era. And the deadline did 
nothing to change that. Mikael Granlund has been an 
inefficient defensive liability lately while Dmitry Kulikov was in 
over his head with the Ducks. Outside of the big three up 
front, there’s not much to like anymore with this Penguins 
roster — and even those three don’t quite stack up favorably 
with what other powerhouse teams can trot out. 

Nashville Predators  

It would be a shock if the Predators even made the playoffs 
after their deadline sell-off, but there’s still a shot with what 
remains. Nashville are little match for the West’s best, but 
superstars Roman Josi and Juuse Saros could at least make 
things interesting. 

New York Islanders 

The easiest way to get the best out of the Islanders? Stop 
believing in them. This team lives off of spite, valiantly 
pushing their way back into the thick of the playoff race — 
even after losing Mathew Barzal to injury. Kudos to them for 
that and the good news for Islanders fans is that the model 
still doesn’t believe in them. The addition of Bo Horvat was a 
massive one though giving the Islanders’ top end a much-
needed boost. Having Ilya Sorokin, the top-rated goaltender 
according to the model, is the team’s biggest trump card. 

Ottawa Senators 

One month ago I wrote that if any team was poised to make 
an end-of-season run it was Ottawa. The Senators are 6-2-1 
since leading the league with 3.98 goals-per-60 at five-on-
five, making up some serious ground in the Eastern 
Conference playoff race. Adding Jakob Chychrun to the 
equation helps even further; he’s a true number-one 
defenseman. 

Buffalo Sabres 

The league’s most fun team is unfortunately not a model 
darling. Personally, I hope they make it, but the Sabres are 
the weakest defensive team of the 22 franchises in the 
playoff mix and their offense feels too good to be true. The 
addition of Jordan Greenway should help improve the team’s 
defense and they only need to keep outscoring expectations 
for 20 more games. 

Washington Capitals 

It’s the end of an era for Washington. There’s still a small 
chance for the Capitals to make the playoffs, but even if they 
do miraculously find a way, the team looks cooked. 
Washington has good depth, but elite talent is scarce. 
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Preview: March 7 at Montreal 

Aho to play in his 500th NHL game as the Canes go for a 
third win in a row 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes are right back on 
the road, this time north of the border for a meeting with the 
Montreal Canadiens. 
When: Tuesday, March 7 
Puck Drop: 7 p.m. ET 
Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports + 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 
Canes Record: 41-12-8 (90 Points, 1st, Metropolitan 
Division) 
Canes Last Game: 6-0 Win over the Tampa Bay Lightning on 
Sunday, March 5 
Canadiens Record: 26-33-4 (56 Points, 8th, Atlantic Division) 
Canadiens Last Game: 4-3 Loss to the Vegas Golden 
Knights on Sunday, March 5 
 PREVIOUS MEETINGS THIS SEASON 

 Thursday, February 16: Seth Jarvis records his first 
NHL hat trick as the Canes dominate Montreal on 
Cam Ward's Hall of Fame Night.  

NEWS & NOTES 

Last Time Out: The Canes ran it up on the Arizona Coyotes 
on Friday in a 6-1 win, flew across the country on Saturday, 
and then did the same thing to the Tampa Bay Lightning on 
Sunday. This victory may have been even more impressive 
though, considering the standings and the three-time Eastern 
Conference Champions being held off the scoreboard as a 
whole, with 6-0 being the final. Teuvo Teravainen recorded 
his second career hat trick and Jesperi Kotkaniemi published 
a career-high five points in the victory. 
A Ghost Has Appeared: After scoring a power-play goal in 
his debut with the team on Friday in Arizona, Shayne 
Gostisbehere followed his opening act with more of the same 
on Sunday. Registering another tally on the man advantage 
and adding two assists as well, the team's new #41 became 
the first defenseman in franchise history to score a power-
play goal in both of his first two games with the team. 
N3cas: Canes forward Martin Necas enters tonight riding 
back-to-back three-point performances. He now has 15 
multi-point performances this season and he has now 
established a new single-season career-high with 22 power 
play points. 
500 For Fish: Sebastian Aho is set to play in his 500th NHL 
game tonight.  He has registered 456 points (209g, 247a) in 
his Hurricanes career and trails only Ron Francis (1981-88: 
183-386-569) for the most points by any player through his 
first 500 games with Hartford/Carolina. 

Puljujarvi's Debut Possible: Newly acquired forward Jesse 
Puljujarvi could debut as soon as tonight for the Canes. 
Acquired last Tuesday from Edmonton in exchange for 
unsigned prospect Patrik Puistola, the 24-year-old winger 
had an appointment yesterday in Ottawa to resolve his visa 
issues before heading to Montreal to meet the team. 
Between The Pipes: Frederik Andersen recorded his first 
shutout of the season on Sunday, stopping all 17 tests. 
Should the team stick to its rotation of the netminders, Antti 
Raanta could be in line to face the Canadiens tonight. 13-0-2 
in his last 15 appearances, Raanta also stopped 20 out of 22 
in Carolina's win over Montreal on February 16. 
Get On Them Early: The Canes have scored first a league-
leading 40 games this season. They're 32-4-4 when they 
score first, trailing only the Boston Bruins, who have 33 wins 
when scoring the game's opening tally. 
On The Other Side: Montreal welcomes Carolina to Centre 
Bell tonight after suffering three consecutive one-goal losses. 
The Canadiens have struggled to create offense since the 
turn of the year, averaging just 27.1 shots per game (31st). 
Nick Suzuki leads the club with just 49 points in 63 games. 

INJURY UPDATES 

 Forward Ondrej Kase has been in concussion 
protocol since October 13. Don Waddell said on 
March 3 that the team is not planning on him 
returning this season. 

 Forward Max Pacioretty tore his Achilles tendon for 
the second time in six months on January 19. 

ADDITIONAL GAME INFORMATION 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes will be wearing their 
white sweaters with red helmets. 

AFTER THE FINAL HORN 

The Canes are scheduled to travel back to Raleigh post-
game and then practice Wednesday ahead of a Thursday 
showdown at PNC Arena against the Philadelphia Flyers. 

Mailbag #55: After the Deadline 

Is it Ghost or is it Goose? Why didn't the team make a splash 
trade? 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The trade deadline and a pair of dominant 
weekend wins are now in the rear-view mirror. 
Rod Brind'Amour's group was rewarded by not having to 
skate on Monday, ahead of their afternoon flight to Montreal. 
The free day allowed us to take some questions and get a 
pulse on what the Caniacs were wondering. 
(Please Note: Some questions have been edited for clarity.) 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 7, 2023 

 

Do players keep the hats after a hat trick? - @cqwjd9zcfs 
Ha! Timely. They do not. They are cleaned and donated to a 
local charity. 
When a player changes teams, do their locker room 
nicknames follow them or does the new team come up with 
new ones? - @generalcane34 
This is also an incredibly timely question. I'll start by saying I 
believe it's on a case-by-case basis. 
To my knowledge, Shayne Gostisbehere's only nickname 
had been "Ghost", however, yesterday I appeared to be 
proven wrong. You can hear a couple of guys call him 
"Ghost" in the pre-game tunnel video, but then post-game 
during Rod Brind'Amour's speech you can hear a couple of 
guys address him as "Goose". 
I was hoping to ask around the locker room today actually 
about this, but since the guys aren't taking to the ice, I'm 
going to have to investigate on Wednesday! 
Is there a chance they keep Ghost and go after him this 
offseason with an offer? - @JRsportsfan83 
It's too soon to tell, but if he keeps up this pace, I think the 
answer would be a definitive "yes." 
(Gostisbehere is an unrestricted free agent at the end of the 
season.) 
I keep hearing 'family' referenced in interviews and Rod's 
post-game videos. Seeing the team's kiddos involved with 
Kid's Day, Burnzie on the bench watching his son play, and 
the Storm Surge yesterday drove that home. That said, can 
you highlight some quotes about team chemistry? - 
@hatfieldvmccoy 
Great observation, Erin. 
Ever since the team's Fathers and Mentors Trip in mid-
February, "family" has been a buzz-word around the team. 
Most of the players had a strong support group at the 
outdoor game and yesterday's Kids Day Storm Surge is one 
of the best of all time. With that being said, here are some 
quotes on the topic that have stood out to me over the last 
few weeks. 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi, last night, post-game, on the team not 
making a "splash" trade at the deadline... 

"There's a reason why we're at the top of the standings right 
now. We have a hell of a group. A couple of nice additions 
that I think will be really good too. Everyone trusts each other 
here and I feel like that's the biggest thing. If you add too 
many guys [at the deadline] I feel like it might change the 
locker room a little bit. I like what we have here now." 
Don Waddell on the current chemistry of the locker room 
making an impact on the Canes' stance at the deadline... 
"I met with some of the leaders on our team before they left 
town [prior to the Vegas/Arizona trip]. We have something 
good with this bunch of guys, led by Rod. They believe in 
each other. This group is very close. There was concern that 
we maybe had to lose someone off of our roster." 
Newcomer Shayne Gostisbehere's first impressions on 
coming into the locker room... 
"It's a very close-knit group. They've pulled me in and made 
me feel a part of this. It's made it easier to go out there and 
play. Everyone's helping me... It's been awesome. These 
guys have made me feel at home and they've been really 
helpful to me." 
"Coming from a team that's at the bottom of the standings to 
a team that's one of the best in the league, it's pretty cool to 
see how their culture is and how they run the ship." 
Hey Walt, do you know when Ondrej Kase will be coming 
back and do you think Roddy will possibly have him in the 
lineup come time for the playoffs? - @aquagirl7089 
Unfortunately, Don Waddell shared on Friday that the team 
is not planning on Kase returning this season. The winger 
from Czechia is still dealing with concussion-related issues 
after a hit on opening night, his very first game as a member 
of the team. 
Kase had practiced with the team intermittently from early 
December until the All-Star break, but the problems he was 
dealing with never entirely went away. He has been back in 
his native country for a bit and will return to Raleigh this 
week. Waddell said that they'll see if there's any progress 
and if they receive surprisingly good news that he can still 
play, they'll work him back into the lineup.
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Hurricanes perform Storm Surge with their children on Kids Day 

After victory against Lightning, families of Carolina players 
join them on ice for celebration 

By Dan O’Leary 
The Carolina Hurricanes hosted Kids Day on Sunday at PNC 
Arena and all the usual fun activities were in order. 
But the one thing the team can offer that no other can: A kids 
Storm Surge. 

After the Hurricanes defeated the Tampa Bay Lightning 6-0, 
they lined up as they do for home wins. 
But this time, before heading to center ice the parents on the 
team skated over to a small carpeted area at the entry to the 
playing surface and picked up their kids. 
The best part about the entire thing may be how players, with 
one arm devoted to holding their child, performed a one-
handed Skol Clap, using the tiny hands as the other part of 
the clap. 

 

Carolina visits Montreal after Teravainen’s hat trick 

Carolina Hurricanes (41-12-8, first in the Metropolitan 
Division) vs. Montreal Canadiens (26-33-4, eighth in the 
Atlantic Division) 
Montreal, Quebec; Tuesday, 7 p.m. EST 
BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes visit the Montreal 
Canadiens after Teuvo Teravainen’s hat trick against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning in the Hurricanes’ 6-0 win. 
Montreal has a 26-33-4 record overall and a 14-15-1 record 
on its home ice. The Canadiens rank sixth in the league with 
275 total penalties (averaging 4.4 per game). 
Carolina is 41-12-8 overall and 19-5-6 on the road. The 
Hurricanes have given up 153 goals while scoring 209 for a 
+56 scoring differential. 
Tuesday’s game is the second time these teams meet this 
season. The Hurricanes won the previous matchup 6-2. 
Teravainen scored three goals in the victory. 
TOP PERFORMERS: Nicholas Suzuki has 21 goals and 28 
assists for the Canadiens. Josh Anderson has scored three 
goals with two assists over the last 10 games. 

Andrei Svechnikov has 22 goals and 32 assists for the 
Hurricanes. Seth Jarvis has five goals and three assists over 
the last 10 games. 
LAST 10 GAMES: Canadiens: 4-6-0, averaging 2.9 goals, 
4.9 assists, 3.1 penalties and 8.5 penalty minutes while 
giving up 3.1 goals per game. 
Hurricanes: 7-3-0, averaging 3.9 goals, 6.5 assists, 2.9 
penalties and 6.9 penalty minutes while giving up 1.8 goals 
per game. 
INJURIES: Canadiens: Sean Monahan: out (foot), Brendan 
Gallagher: out (lower body), Carey Price: out (knee), Juraj 
Slafkovsky: out (lower-body), Kirby Dach: out (lower body), 
Arber Xhekaj: out for season (upper-body), Chris Wideman: 
out (upper body), Paul Byron: out (hip), Justin Barron: day to 
day (upper body), Cole Caufield: out for season (shoulder), 
Joel Armia: out (illness), Jake Evans: out (lower-body). 
Hurricanes: Jesse Puljujarvi: out (nir - visa issues), Ondrej 
Kase: out (concussion), Jake Gardiner: out (hip/back), Max 
Pacioretty: out (achilles). 
The Associated Press created this story using technology 
provided by Data Skrive and data from Sportradar.
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NHL trade season goals, from multiple A’s to one F 

By Ryan S. Clark and Kristen Shilton 

The NHL trade deadline has passed, and with it the chance 
for Stanley Cup contenders to put themselves in the best 
position possible to achieve the sport's ultimate goal this 
spring. 
This trade season featured no shortage of superstars on the 
move -- in fact, Bo Horvat was traded in the time between 
being named an All-Star and taking part in the festivities 
down in South Florida. After Horvat's trade to the New York 
Islanders came the St. Louis Blues' deals that sent Vladimir 
Tarasenko to the New York Rangers and Ryan O'Reilly to 
the Toronto Maple Leafs. Timo Meier landed with the New 
Jersey Devils. Jakob Chychrun found a new home with the 
Ottawa Senators. And Cup champion netminder Jonathan 
Quick was dealt twice: first to the Columbus Blue Jackets, 
who then sent him to the Vegas Golden Knights. 
But not every team was making additions for this spring; 
some were looking ahead to this summer and beyond as 
they rebuild their next versions of a contender. 
Either way, coming up with a coherent plan and sticking to it 
is what we were looking for from the league's GMs this trade 
season. Here's a look at all 32 teams, from the ones that 
aced the assignment to the ones that blew it. 
Note: Kristen Shilton provided the guide for the Atlantic and 
Metropolitan teams, while Ryan S. Clark handled the Central 
and Pacific clubs. Teams are arranged alphabetically by 
letter grade. Stats are collected from sites such as Natural 
Stat Trick, Hockey Reference and Evolving Hockey. 

A grades 
Boston Bruins: A 

Key additions: D Dmitry Orlov, F Tyler Bertuzzi, F Garnet 
Hathaway 
Key subtractions: F Craig Smith, 2023 first-round pick, 2024 
first-round pick (top-10 protected) 
Our take: Boston dominated at the trade deadline like they 
have everywhere else this season. 
GM Don Sweeney made an already formidable team better 
with some shrewd moves: Adding a physical puck mover -- 
and instant fan favorite -- in Orlov to the blue line, some 
bottom-six punch with Hathaway, and after losing top-six 
winger Taylor Hall to injury, some extra firepower via 
Bertuzzi. 
There's no denying this is Boston's time to shine. Sweeney's 
deadline decisions look like slam dunks to help the Bruins 
make the most of a potential Stanley Cup run. 

Los Angeles Kings: A 

Key additions: D Vladislav Gavrikov, G Joonas Korpisalo, 
rights to G Erik Portillo 
Key subtractions: G Jonathan Quick, 2023 first-round pick 
(conditional), 2023 third-round pick, 2024 third-round pick, 
2024 fifth-round pick 
Our take: Trading one of the franchise's all-time greats is 
going to create mixed emotions. It's that balance of 

managing the surprise of moving on from a player who 
stayed with an organization through good and bad years. But 
the Kings also had problems to address, and that meant 
parting ways with Quick to make it happen. 
Gavrikov gives them another top-four defenseman who can 
play heavy minutes and anchor a penalty kill. Korpisalo gives 
them another goalie they can use in tandem with Pheonix 
Copley to provide stability in net, which has been a challenge 
at times. 
These are all decisions that could see the Kings take control 
of the Western Conference and possibly make a deep playoff 
run. Who knows? Maybe they end up facing a certain team 
from Nevada -- and an old friend in the process. 

Nashville Predators: A 

Key additions: F Rasmus Asplund, D Tyson Barrie, D Cal 
Foote, 2023 first-round pick (EDM), 2023 second-round pick 
(PIT), 2023 third-round pick (TB), 2024 second-round picks 
(TB, WPG), 2025 first-round pick (TB, top-10 protected) 
Key subtractions: D Mattias Ekholm, F Mikael Granlund, F 
Tanner Jeannot, F Nino Niederreiter 
Our take: Is it better to make another run at a ninth straight 
playoff appearance that could end in another first-round exit? 
Or does it make more sense to start trading players and get 
ahead of the future even if you're within a few points of a 
wild-card spot? This was the decision facing the Predators, 
and they chose the latter. 
The returns that outgoing GM David Poile pulled off make his 
final trade deadline an emphatic send-off. He got five draft 
picks and an NHL defenseman for Jeannot in what was one 
of the more memorable deals of the deadline. 
Poile was also able to move two contracts that had term and 
a sizable cap hit at a time when teams had to be creative 
with money. In less than a week, the Predators went from a 
team that had a murky path to one that is clearly 
concentrating on the future -- with more than $17 million in 
cap space ahead of next season. 

San Jose Sharks: A 

Key additions: F Andreas Johnsson, D Shakir 
Mukhamadullin, F Vladislav Namestnikov, D Nikita Okhotyuk, 
F Fabian Zetterlund, 2023 first-round pick (NJ), 2024 
second-round pick (NJ, conditional) 
Key subtractions: F Nick Bonino, D Jaycob Megna, F Timo 
Meier, F Vladislav Namestnikov 
Our take: Sharks GM Mike Grier had one of the most 
coveted players going into the deadline in Meier. He didn't 
rush into any deals, and the end result was getting the sort of 
return that gave the Sharks plentiful draft capital, prospects 
from one of the best farm systems in the NHL and two 
players who can play right now. 
All the trades Grier made has the Sharks set up to have 
around 30 draft picks over the next three seasons. They will 
have 12 picks in this year's draft and are among the teams 
who are in play to win the draft lottery this year and select 
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Connor Bedard, the presumed No. 1 pick. And if they don't 
win the lottery, the Sharks are still in play for their first top-
three pick since 1998. 
With a lottery pick, a second first-rounder along with more 
picks and prospects, Grier has provided the Sharks with the 
sort of promise of a better future that didn't exist when he 
took the job last offseason. 

Chicago Blackhawks: A- 

Key additions: F Joey Anderson, F Anders Bjork, D Andreas 
Englund, G Anton Khudobin, D Nikita Zaitsev, 2023 second-
round picks (NYR, OTT), 2025 first-round pick (TOR, top-10 
protected), 2025 second-round pick (DAL), 2026 second-
round pick (TOR) 
Key subtractions: F Max Domi, F Patrick Kane, D Jack 
Johnson, F Sam Lafferty, D Jake McCabe 
Our take: This season started with the expectation that the 
Blackhawks would be in a position to move players going 
into the deadline, and that held true. Of course, those 
expectations were adjusted when Kane made it clear he 
wanted the Rangers or nothing at all, while captain Jonathan 
Toews remained with the team after he announced he was 
dealing with symptoms of long COVID-19 and chronic 
immune response syndrome. 
Beyond that, the Blackhawks moved nearly every pending 
UFA they could. They also moved players like Lafferty and 
McCabe, who had multiyear contracts but also had 
manageable cap hits that made teams interested. The end 
result was the sort of draft capital windfall that allowed the 
Blackhawks to be set for the next three drafts, headlined by 
the fact they own two first-round picks in each of the next 
three years. 
As for the future, all of those draft picks -- including their own 
lottery pick, a shot at Connor Bedard -- create hope. The 
Blackhawks also have more than $42 million in available cap 
space ahead of next season, which means they can go in 
any number of directions. 

New Jersey Devils: A- 

Key additions: F Timo Meier 
Key subtractions: F Andreas Johnsson, F Fabian Zetterlund, 
2023 first-round pick (conditional), 2024 second-round pick 
(conditional) 
Our take: New Jersey got its man in Meier. And GM Tom 
Fitzgerald added him without giving up a top prospect. Nice 
work. 
Now, Meier is also a pending restricted free agent with a $10 
million qualifying offer. But that's a future problem. This 
season's team has been one of the league's best stories, 
driven by a slew of young talents emerging all at once. Meier 
might be the missing piece to put New Jersey over the top 
against its rivals in New York (both the Rangers and 
Islanders) and beyond. Fitzgerald's single major deadline 
move seems like the perfect choice. 

Ray Ferraro and Kevin Weekes discuss their power rankings 
for the Eastern Conference and debate who the best team is 
behind the Bruins. 

New York Rangers: A- 

Key additions: D Niko Mikkola, F Patrick Kane, F Tyler Motte, 
F Vladimir Tarasenko 

Key subtractions: F Sammy Blais, F Vitali Kravtsov, 2023 
first-round pick, 2023 second-round pick (conditional) 
Our take: New York clearly understood its assignment. The 
Eastern Conference race is on, and the Rangers weren't 
about to be left in the dust. In fact, they got the ball rolling 
with the Tarasenko/Mikkola trade, and went back to the well 
dealing for Kane. 
New York's offense felt stagnant earlier this season -- the 
Rangers were sitting just 16th overall in goals scored on Jan. 
1 -- and GM Chris Drury aggressively addressed the 
problem. And he did so without mortgaging the franchise's 
future by turning over too many prospects and top draft 
choices. A good balance was struck and the Rangers' depth 
should set them up well to challenge in the jacked-up East. 

Ottawa Senators: A- 

Key additions: D Jakob Chychrun 
Key subtractions: D Nikita Zaitsev, F Tyler Motte, 2023 first-
round pick (top-five protected), 2024 second-round pick 
(conditional) 2023 second-round pick, 2026 second-round 
pick 
Our take: Full credit to GM Pierre Dorion for rewarding his 
team the right way. A recent 11-3-1 run had surprisingly put 
the Senators back in the postseason hunt, and Dorion swung 
for the fences by bringing in Chychrun for the stretch drive 
this season (and at least two more years ahead). 
Dorion smartly waited out Arizona's asking price until it 
became more reasonable and pounced on a difference-
making defender the likes of which Ottawa hasn't had since 
Erik Karlsson. Dorion wanted the Senators to play 
meaningful games in March. Now they are. Dorion's deadline 
work should allow Ottawa to keep surging. 

Toronto Maple Leafs: A- 

Key additions: F Noel Acciari, F Sam Lafferty, F Ryan 
O'Reilly, D Erik Gustafsson, D Jake McCabe, D Luke 
Schenn, 2023 first-round pick (BOS) 
Key subtractions: D Rasmus Sandin, F Pierre Engvall, 2023 
first-round pick, 2025 first-round pick (top-10 protected), 
2024 second-round pick, 2026 second-round pick 
Our take: Toronto didn't hold back leading up to the deadline. 
GM Kyle Dubas added it all -- a top-six talent in O'Reilly, 
middle- and bottom-six depth with Acciari and Lafferty, plus 
defensive help in McCabe and Schenn. 
The Leafs are practically a new team. The makeover cost 
Toronto plenty in draft picks and roster players -- which 
Dubas had tried to avoid dealing -- but there was no reason 
to be conservative. Toronto has been a top-five team in the 
standings throughout this season. Now might be the Leafs' 
best hope of finally slaying those first-round demons, and 
Dubas loaded up like he believes that's the case. 

Washington Capitals: A- 

Key additions: D Rasmus Sandin, F Craig Smith, 2025 
second-round picks (BOS, COL) 
Key subtractions: D Erik Gustafsson, D Dmitry Orlov, F Lars 
Eller, F Garnet Hathaway, F Marcus Johansson 
Our take: A round of applause for GM Brian MacLellan, who 
proved he knows how to pivot. 
Washington's season took a turn the past few weeks as the 
Capitals slipped further out of a playoff spot. So MacLellan 
went into seller mode and moved several veterans on 
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expiring deals whom the club wasn't re-signing, used the 
acquired draft capital to trade for a young blueliner (Sandin) 
with potential and added a few more decent picks in the 
coming seasons. 
MacLellan didn't make Washington obviously better right 
now. But he did put the Capitals in a stronger position to 
bounce back faster in the coming offseason. 

B grades 
Columbus Blue Jackets: B+ 

Key additions: 2023 first-round pick (LA, conditional) 
Key subtractions: D Vladislav Gavrikov, F Gustav Nyquist, F 
Jakub Voracek, G Joonas Korpisalo 
Our take: Columbus' actual deadline day was, as GM Jarmo 
Kekalainen put it, "dull." But only because the Blue Jackets 
got ahead of the crowds. 
Kekalainen & Co. traded away the veteran pending UFAs 
they had to, got what they could in return and shed 
Voracek's contract to boot. None of what Columbus 
accomplished improved the team's current prospects, of 
course. This season has been a lost effort for some time. But 
Kekalainen got the wheels in motion for a more productive 
offseason, when he can begin to identify what will put the 
Blue Jackets back on track. 

Dallas Stars: B+ 

Key additions: F Evgenii Dadonov, F Max Domi 
Key subtractions: F Denis Gurianov, G Anton Khudobin, 
2025 second-round pick 
Our take: One of the biggest challenges facing the Stars this 
season has been an overreliance on six players to shoulder 
the scoring load. Those six players have accounted for 67% 
of the Stars' goals this season. Getting Domi and Dadonov 
filled a major need of trying to find other top-nine forwards 
who could provide another dimension. 
As for what Dallas had to give up to make it happen? The 
understanding was the Stars were not willing to part with any 
of their prized prospects because they are an organization 
that has come to rely upon the draft-and-develop approach 
of building their team. Mission accomplished. 

Edmonton Oilers: B+ 

Key additions: F Nick Bjugstad, D Mattias Ekholm 
Key subtractions: D Tyson Barrie, F Jesse Puljujarvi, F Reid 
Schaefer, 2023 first-round pick, 2023 third-round pick, 2024 
fourth-round pick 
Our take: When you have the NHL's most prolific attack and 
the most dangerous power-play unit, it should make games 
easier to navigate. That is, unless you have one of the worst 
penalty-killing units in addition to allowing the 13th-most 
goals per game. 
In essence, this was the Oilers before the deadline. GM Ken 
Holland cleared space by trading Puljujarvi, then added 
Ekholm before getting a veteran two-way forward on a team-
friendly deal in Bjugstad. 
Adding those two players will help the Oilers find more 
defensive consistency. If so, it could lead to them making a 
return trip to the Western Conference finals and maybe going 
even further. 

Minnesota Wild: B+ 

Key additions: D John Klingberg, F Marcus Johansson, F 
Gustav Nyquist, F Oskar Sundqvist, 2023 second-round pick 
(VGK) 
Key subtractions: F Jordan Greenway 

The NHL's top 10 players by position 

Our take: Wild GM Bill Guerin accrued picks for the future, 
he parlayed some of those picks to help him now, and then 
he cleared cap space to go get Klingberg at what was 
literally the last minute ahead of the deadline -- and all 
without giving up early-round draft picks. 
Guerin was faced with the challenge of trying to add players 
while also being confined to a limited amount of cap space. 
He found a way to bring in nearly an entire new line combo 
and D pairing. And he was able to get some much-needed 
breathing room by clearing $3 million in cap space annually 
over the next two years with Greenway going to Buffalo. 
Johansson, Nyquist and Sundqvist will be charged with 
adding more offensive production to a team that has 
struggled to score at times. Klingberg will be asked to help 
facilitate those scoring needs, while being part of a defensive 
structure that has been vital to the Wild's playoff aspirations. 
This could be the sort of deadline activity that pays big 
dividends for the Wild. 

New York Islanders: B+ 

Key additions: F Pierre Engvall, F Bo Horvat 
Key subtractions: F Anthony Beauvillier, F Aatu Raty, 2023 
first-round pick (conditional) 
Our take: GM Lou Lamoriello trading for Horvat -- and then 
extending him to an eight-year, $68 million contract -- had to 
be one of the most eye-popping moves of the trade season. 
It also accounted for almost all of the Islanders' activity 
before 3 p.m. on Friday (no disrespect to Engvall, a fine 
bottom-six depth addition). 
Horvat filled an important need for New York, which 
struggled to score even before Mathew Barzal, Jean-Gabriel 
Pageau and others were sidelined with injuries. Giving up 
Beauvillier -- who had 20 points in 49 games prior to being 
traded -- was tough, but like their rivals in New Jersey, these 
Islanders went big on a single move. Time will tell how it 
pays off. 

St. Louis Blues: B+ 

Key additions: F Mikhail Abramov, F Sammy Blais, F Zach 
Dean, F Jakub Vrana, 2023 first-round picks (NYR, TOR), 
2023 third-round pick (OTT), 2024 second-round pick (TOR) 
Key subtractions: F Noel Acciari, F Ivan Barbashev, D Niko 
Mikkola, F Ryan O'Reilly, F Vladimir Tarasenko 
Our take: Moving on from franchise cornerstones can be 
challenging. Why? Because you're going from a period of 
prosperity to a period of uncertainty with the hope that 
prosperity is on the other side. That's the reality facing the 
Blues now that O'Reilly is in Toronto and Tarasenko is in 
New York. 
But their departures brought back the sort of draft capital that 
creates optimism for the Blues. Namely, they have three first-
round picks in this year's draft, which could lead to them 
finding the next wave of players who would join Jordan Kyrou 
and Robert Thomas as the members central to the 
organization's future. 
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And by getting Vrana in a trade while claiming Kasperi 
Kapanen on waivers, there is a chance that a new start could 
see promising results 

Arizona Coyotes: B 

Key additions: 2023 first-round pick (OTT, conditional), 2023 
third-round pick (EDM), 2024 second-round pick (WSH, 
conditional), 2026 second-round pick (OTT), 2026 third-
round pick (CAR), the Jakub Voracek contract, the Shea 
Weber contract 
Key subtractions: F Nick Bjugstad, D Jakob Chychrun, D 
Shayne Gostisbehere 
Our take: Loading up on draft capital was the plan, and the 
Coyotes did just that. They're going to have close to 40 picks 
over the next three drafts. Where they really did the most 
damage was by getting several second- and third-round 
picks in that time. They have three third-round picks for 
2023, four second-round picks along with three third-round 
picks for 2024 and four second-round picks for 2025. 
One of the concerns with the Coyotes' haul is they did not 
come away with more first-round picks. Nor did they receive 
the sort of return that was expected with a top-four option 
such as Chychrun, who was one of the biggest names of this 
trade cycle. Compare the Coyotes to a few of their peers that 
are also building toward the future such as the Blackhawks, 
Blue Jackets, Blues, Predators and Sharks; all of them 
added more. 
The Coyotes are still in a position to win the draft lottery. 
They still have quite a bit of draft capital that other teams 
would covet. But how much will it hurt them to not have those 
multiple first-round picks later down the line? 

Buffalo Sabres: B 

Key additions: D Riley Stillman, F Jordan Greenway 
Key subtractions: F Rasmus Asplund, 2023 second-round 
pick 
Our take: Buffalo seemed poised for an eerily quiet deadline 
-- until GM Kevyn Adams swapped a pair of picks with 
Minnesota for Greenway. The big, physical winger will add a 
different element to the Sabres' attack up front, which is 
highlighted primarily by speed and skill. 
Buffalo needed some grit; Greenway is poised to provide it. 
Stillman can add a similar element from the blue line. 
Those deals were the extent of Adams' adds, a by-design 
decision to see what mettle the Sabres show as is during a 
final push toward the playoffs. Could Adams have done more 
to propel Buffalo into the postseason? Maybe. But the 
Sabres have stayed patient and stuck to the rebuilding plan 
so far. Adams must have felt this was no time to start getting 
greedy. 

Carolina Hurricanes: B 

Key additions: D Shayne Gostisbehere, F Jesse Puljujarvi 
Key subtractions: None 
Our take: Carolina handled its business early with the 
acquisitions of Gostisbehere and Puljujarvi, two pickups of 
added depth for the league's second-place team. Frankly 
that's all the Hurricanes really needed. 
Puljujarvi won't replace what Carolina hoped Max Pacioretty 
-- sidelined most of this season by injury -- would provide, 
especially in a playoff run. But the former Oiler can still factor 
into a bottom-six rotation. 

Meanwhile, Gostisbehere is off and running with the 
Hurricanes, notching two goals and three points in his first 
two games. Carolina has had a good thing going this season. 
The quieter deadline shows GM Don Waddell's faith in the 
roster's potential. 

Colorado Avalanche: B 

Key additions: F Lars Eller, D Jack Johnson, G Keith Kinkaid 
Key subtractions: F Shane Bowers, D Andreas Englund, 
2025 second-round pick 
Our take: Avalanche GM Chris MacFarland is pragmatic, to 
the point that he believes in filling holes without creating 
other holes. It's why the Avs were going to make the sort of 
additions that saw them reinforce their bottom-six forward 
group in addition to their defensive options. 
They also know that the bill for all of their recent moves 
eventually will come due; they've traded a number of draft 
picks and/or prospects. It allowed them to win a Stanley Cup, 
but it also means there are fewer players on team-friendly 
contracts they can call up to serve in key roles when the time 
comes. That's important to keep in mind with J.T. Compher 
set to become a UFA this summer, while Bowen Byram and 
Alex Newhook are pending RFAs. 

Tampa Bay Lightning: B 

Key additions: F Michael Eyssimont, F Tanner Jeannot 
Key subtractions: D Cal Foote, F Vladislav Namestnikov, 
2025 first-round pick (top-10 protected), 2024 second-round 
pick 
Our take: Tampa Bay always has one trick left up its sleeve. 
This deadline, it was targeting Jeannot for five draft choices 
and Foote. An overpayment? We'll see. The Lightning 
historically go for depth at the deadline, a strategy that has 
served them well over three consecutive trips to the Stanley 
Cup Final and two Cup wins. 
GM Julien BriseBois is rapidly running out of draft capital in 
the next three years, but he has a win-now mentality. Tampa 
Bay remains among the Eastern Conference elite despite a 
recent five-game losing streak and coach Jon Cooper 
benching some of his underperforming stars in the third 
period of a loss to Buffalo. 
How long will Tampa Bay's window stay open? BriseBois 
can't know for sure. But he's betting once again on the 
Lightning to make a go of it this postseason. 

Vegas Golden Knights: B 

Key additions: F Teddy Blueger, F Ivan Barbashev, D Dysin 
Mayo, G Jonathan Quick 
Key subtractions: F Zach Dean, the Shea Weber contract, 
2024 third-round pick 
Our take: Mark Stone undergoing a second back surgery in 
less than a year created a hole that the Golden Knights 
sought to fill. They created the necessary cap space by 
sending Stone to LTIR and traded for Barbashev to give 
them a two-way forward who already has a Stanley Cup on 
his résumé. 
But injuries to Laurent Brossoit and All-Star Logan 
Thompson meant the Golden Knights were in search of 
another goaltender. Hmm. If only there was a two-time Cup 
winner on the market who needed a new home. They pulled 
off the trade for Quick, got their necessary reinforcements 
and suddenly made the prospect of a Golden Knights-Kings 
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playoff series as potentially enthralling as the next season of 
"The Crown." 

Two-time Stanley Cup champion Jonathan Quick reflects on 
his time with the Kings after being traded to the Vegas 
Golden Knights. 

Winnipeg Jets: B 

Key additions: F Vladislav Namestnikov, F Nino Niederreiter 
Key subtractions: 2024 second-round pick, 2025 fourth-
round pick 
Our take: Many fans were waiting for the Jets to make the 
sort of big move that sent a message to the Central Division, 
the Western Conference and perhaps the entire NHL. While 
Jets GM Kevin Cheveldayoff didn't make a blockbuster trade, 
he did make the sort of choices that saw the Jets meet their 
needs while keeping their farm system intact. 
Under Cheveldayoff, the Jets have become an organization 
that chooses to use the draft to build from within. Kyle 
Connor, Nikolaj Ehlers, Connor Hellebuyck, Josh Morrissey 
and Mark Scheifele are among the examples of current 
homegrown players who have come through the system to 
reach stardom. 
So it's not surprising the Jets retained most of their high 
picks and prospects. In return, they got a bottom-six forward 
in Namestnikov who has quite a bit of playoff experience, 
and a top-nine forward in Niederreiter who adds one more 
scoring option. 

C grades 
Montreal Canadiens: C+ 

Key additions: F Denis Gurianov 
Key subtractions: F Evgenii Dadonov 
Our take: It's not GM Kent Hughes' fault, really, that the 
Canadiens' deadline was a bust. Montreal's most tradable 
assets -- notably Joel Edmundson and Sean Monahan (both 
pending UFAs) -- have been continuously sidelined by 
injuries. It became all but impossible to deal them away, 
especially on a rental basis. 
Hughes has been rightly disappointed in the number of 
Montreal's key players impacted by ailments this season. 
Being stuck like this at the deadline only made matters 
worse. 
The Canadiens did reel in a reclamation project with 
Gurianov coming from Dallas. He already has had an impact 
in the lineup and could be a nice contributor for the 
Canadiens going forward. 

Seattle Kraken: C 

Key additions: D Jaycob Megna 
Key subtractions: 2023 fourth-round pick 
Our take: Think about where the Kraken were a year ago. 
They were moving players and taking on cap space as a 
third-party broker while preparing for the draft lottery. This 
season, they've been one of the NHL's biggest surprises and 
entered the deadline with the expectation they could be in 
line for a big move. 
They were the only Western Conference team in a playoff 
spot to not make a trade within the last week of the deadline. 
Kraken GM Ron Francis told reporters after the deadline that 
he likes the group they have, and feels they have earned the 
right to be in this position. 

Francis is known for his pragmatism. It's the same 
pragmatism that saw them go from one of the worst teams in 
the NHL to one that is five points out of the top spot in the 
West. But they are also two points clear of the final wild-card 
spot. How will the decision to hold firm work for the Kraken, 
when reinforcement options were available? 

Vancouver Canucks: C 

Key additions: F Anthony Beauvillier, D Filip Hronek, F Vitali 
Kravtsov, F Aatu Raty, 2023 third-round pick (TOR) 
Key subtractions: F Bo Horvat, F Curtis Lazar, D Luke 
Schenn, 2023 first-round pick (NYI), 2023 second-round pick 
Our take: The Canucks' trade season was a roller coaster. 
The decision to trade Horvat officially kicked off the rebuild, 
and the return gave the Canucks a player for now 
(Beauviller), a prospect for the future (Raty) and another first-
round pick in the upcoming draft. Then there was the trade 
for Schenn that brought back more draft capital. 
But then came the trade to get Hronek. On one hand, the 
Canucks were able to get a 25-year-old top-four 
defenseman. He's another player for their future plans and 
someone who could be used in tandem with Quinn Hughes. 
But it also meant losing the first-rounder acquired in the 
Horvat trade, which was considered the centerpiece of that 
deal. 
And while Hronek represents the future, his contract has 
created a current dilemma for the Canucks in that they now 
have less than $2 million in available cap space going into 
this upcoming offseason. 

Calgary Flames: C- 

Key additions: F Nick Ritchie, D Troy Stecher 
Key subtractions: D Connor Mackie, F Brett Ritchie 
Our take: They're five points out of the final Western 
Conference wild-card spot in a race that is changing by the 
day. But they also have roughly the same point totals as 
teams like the Blues and Predators that decided to 
concentrate on the future. 
Maybe the Flames get into the playoffs. Maybe they miss the 
postseason. That's what it means to live in the middle, where 
things can feel within grasp and out of reach at the same 
time. This deadline could end up looking like a missed 
opportunity down the line. 

Detroit Red Wings: C- 

Key additions: 2023 first-round pick (NYI), 2023 second-
round pick (VAN), 2024 first-round pick (BOS, top-10 
protected) 
Key subtractions: F Tyler Bertuzzi, F Oskar Sundqvist, F 
Jakub Vrana, D Filip Hronek 
Our take: Detroit did not improve in the past week. GM Steve 
Yzerman arguably made his team worse by trading away 
Bertuzzi even when it looked and sounded like he would stay 
through the Red Wings' attempt to return to the playoffs. And 
then there was the whole failed attempt to acquire James 
van Riemsdyk from the Flyers. 
Yzerman picked up a few draft choices along the way, which 
is great for Detroit's future. What about its present? 
Yzerman's transactions from a busy offseason haven't made 
the Red Wings an immediate contender. Inactivity at the 
deadline won't achieve that goal, either. If this is now another 
season where the Red Wings are outside looking in come 
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spring, it's understandable why the fan base is becoming 
frustrated. 

Pittsburgh Penguins: C- 

Key additions: F Nick Bonino, F Mikael Granlund, D Dmitry 
Kulikov 
Key subtractions: F Teddy Blueger, F Brock McGinn, 2023 
second-round pick 
Our take: How did the NHL's oldest team manage to get 
older? GM Ron Hextall added a string of over-30 skaters at 
the deadline to complement an already veteran-laden group. 
Targeting experience for the playoffs is one thing, but 
Pittsburgh had that already (hello, Sidney Crosby, Evgeni 
Malkin, Kris Letang and more). 
The Penguins needed reliable, consistent depth scoring. 
Technically Granlund or even Bonino can play a third-line 
role, but are they enough to put Pittsburgh ahead in the 
surging East? We know what the vaunted Penguins core is. 
Mike Sullivan behind the bench is also key. What Pittsburgh 
brought in just feels underwhelming given the obvious gaps 
in the lineup. 

D grades 
Anaheim Ducks: D+ 

Key additions: F Brock McGinn, F Nikita Nesterenko, D 
Andrej Sustr, 2024 third-round picks (PIT, SJ) 
Key subtractions: D John Klingberg, D Dmitry Kulikov 
Our take: This deadline was supposed to give the Ducks the 
sort of draft capital that would offer another layer on a 
promising future. It was a matter of adding that draft capital 
to whatever could happen in the draft lottery, which could 
result in them winning the No. 1 pick and drafting Connor 
Bedard. Now add all of that to what's already in place with 
Jamie Drysdale, Mason McTavish, Troy Terry and Trevor 
Zegras. 
Yeah, that's a pretty nice-looking future. That outlook is not 
totally out of play for the Ducks as they could still win the 
lottery. But the lack of overall draft capital does alter those 
expectations when compared to what other teams like the 
Blackhawks, Coyotes and Sharks were able to amass this 
trade season. 

Adam Henrique going on IR didn't help. Had he been 
healthy, teams seeking a No. 2 center would have offered a 
bounty, given what we saw in similar trades. 
Having nine picks in this year's draft is still something. But 
Anaheim comes up short compared to those other teams 
which have more total picks and two first-rounders compared 
to the Ducks' one. 

Philadelphia Flyers: D 

Key additions: F Brendan Lemieux 
Key subtractions: F Zack MacEwen 
Our take: Philadelphia should have been deadline sellers. 
GM Chuck Fletcher chose another path of essentially doing 
nothing. 
According to Fletcher, deals he was contacted about weren't 
good for the Flyers. But being almost entirely inactive isn't 
good for them, either. Philadelphia doesn't seem to be 
embracing a rebuild and stands to lose veteran UFAs like 
Justin Braun or James van Riemsdyk for nothing in the 
offseason. 
Receiving something -- anything -- for those players now 
would have benefited the Flyers' future in some way, no? 

F grade 
Florida Panthers: F 

Key additions: None 
Key subtractions: None 
Our take: Florida did, well, nothing. No trades made 
whatsoever. 
GM Bill Zito said he took calls on players; there was an 
opportunity to get involved. Ultimately, Zito believes in the 
Panthers' room and won't quit on it. That would be a fine 
sentiment if Florida were in a playoff spot -- which it isn't -- or 
had favorable math to earn one, which it doesn't. The 
Eastern Conference has stacked up around the Panthers. 
A year ago, Florida was one of the league's busiest, gutsiest 
teams, adding players at the deadline. It didn't pay off in a 
long playoff run for the Presidents' Trophy winners. Perhaps 
that scared the Panthers off from trying to improve on the fly 
again. 
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NHL playoff standings update: Who will win East wild cards? 

By Tim Kavanagh 

There are some who say that the Western Conference 
playoff race is merely about the order in which the eight 
teams currently in playoff position will finish. The numbers 
from FiveThirtyEight back that up to some degree, as only 
two non-playoff teams currently have playoff chances greater 
than 1%: the Nashville Predators (34%) and the Calgary 
Flames (22%). 
The East is an entirely different story. 
Yes, the Eastern powerhouses all loaded up, so it's unclear 
whether one of the wild cards will be able to mount much of a 
challenge against the Boston Bruins or Carolina Hurricanes 
in a seven-game series. But at least we'll have an exciting 
race to the finish. 
As of today, the New York Islanders (72 points in 65 games, 
91-point pace) and Pittsburgh Penguins (71 points in 62 
games, 94-point pace) hold the coveted final two spots. 
There are four teams nipping at their proverbial heels: 

 The Buffalo Sabres have 68 points through 62 
games after a narrow loss against the Oilers on 
Monday night. They play in a game of massive 
importance tonight, as they'll visit the Isles in an 
ESPN+/Hulu exclusive broadcast. Following that, 
10 of their final 19 games will be played against 
teams currently in playoff position (nine of which are 
current Eastern playoff teams).  

 Buffalo's penultimate game of the season is against 
the Ottawa Senators. The Sens, fresh off their trade 
for defenseman Jakob Chychrun, had rattled off five 
straight wins prior to Monday's loss to the 
Blackhawks, and sit at 68 points through 63 games. 
They'll play current playoff teams in 12 of their final 
19 contests. 

 Following their Presidents' Trophy season, the 
Florida Panthers have had quite the diminished 
returns in 2022-23. But with 68 points through 64 
games, they are also still in the mix. Eight of their 
remaining 18 games are against current playoff 
clubs; they'll also play Ottawa (twice), Buffalo and ...  

 ... the Washington Capitals, who you'll remember 
were the ones trading players away ahead of the 
deadline. Nevertheless, through 65 games, they are 
at 68 points, and 11 of their final 17 are against 
teams in playoff position today. 

As we enter the final stretch of the regular season, it's time to 
check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams 
jockeying for position in the 2023 NHL draft lottery. 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 
A1 Boston Bruins vs. WC2 Pittsburgh Penguins 
A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 
M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 New York Islanders 
M2 New Jersey Devils vs. M3 New York Rangers 
Western Conference 
C1 Dallas Stars vs. WC1 Edmonton Oilers 
C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 Winnipeg Jets 
P1 Vegas Golden Knights vs. WC2 Colorado Avalanche 
P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Seattle Kraken 

Tuesday's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All games not on ESPN, TNT or 
NHL Network are available via NHL Power Play, which is 
included in an ESPN+ subscription (local blackout 
restrictions apply). 
Vegas Golden Knights at Florida Panthers, 7 p.m. 
Carolina Hurricanes at Montreal Canadiens, 7 p.m. 
Toronto Maple Leafs at New Jersey Devils, 7 p.m. 
Columbus Blue Jackets at Pittsburgh Penguins, 7 p.m. 
Philadelphia Flyers at Tampa Bay Lightning, 7 p.m. 
Buffalo Sabres at New York Islanders, 7:30 p.m. 
(ESPN+/Hulu) 
Calgary Flames at Minnesota Wild, 8 p.m. 
St. Louis Blues at Arizona Coyotes, 9 p.m. 
San Jose Sharks at Colorado Avalanche, 9 p.m. 
Anaheim Ducks at Seattle Kraken, 10 p.m. (ESPN+/Hulu) 

Monday's scoreboard 

Watch In the Crease on ESPN+ for highlights from every 
game. 
Edmonton Oilers 3, Buffalo Sabres 2 
San Jose Sharks 3, Winnipeg Jets 2 (OT) 
Calgary Flames 5, Dallas Stars 4 
Chicago Blackhawks 5, Ottawa Senators 0 
Los Angeles Kings 4, Washington Capitals 2 
Vancouver Canucks 4, Nashville Predators 3 (SO) 

Expanded standings 
Atlantic Division 
Boston Bruins 

Points: 103 
Regulation wins: 42 
Playoff position: A1 
Games left: 20 
Points pace: 136 
Next game: vs. EDM (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 84 
Regulation wins: 32 
Playoff position: A2 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 109 
Next game: @ NJ (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 79 
Regulation wins: 30 
Playoff position: A3 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 103 
Next game: vs. PHI (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 99% 
Tragic number: N/A 
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The NHL's top 10 players by position 
Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 68 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 20 
Points pace: 90 
Next game: @ NYI (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 24% 
Tragic number: 37 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 68 
Regulation wins: 25 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 89 
Next game: @ SEA (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 11% 
Tragic number: 35 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 68 
Regulation wins: 27 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 87 
Next game: vs. VGK (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 35% 
Tragic number: 33 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 65 
Regulation wins: 22 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 85 
Next game: vs. CHI (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: 2% 
Tragic number: 32 

Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 56 
Regulation wins: 17 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 73 
Next game: vs. CAR (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 1% 
Tragic number: 23 

Metropolitan Division 
Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 90 
Regulation wins: 31 
Playoff position: M1 
Games left: 21 
Points pace: 121 
Next game: @ MTL (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

New Jersey Devils 

Points: 88 
Regulation wins: 30 
Playoff position: M2 
Games left: 20 
Points pace: 116 
Next game: vs. TOR (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 79 
Regulation wins: 27 
Playoff position: M3 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 103 
Next game: @ MTL (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 98% 
Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 72 
Regulation wins: 28 
Playoff position: WC1 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 91 
Next game: vs. BUF (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 46% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 71 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: WC2 
Games left: 20 
Points pace: 94 
Next game: vs. CBJ (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 74% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 68 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 86 
Next game: vs. NJ (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 11% 
Tragic number: 31 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 
Regulation wins: 22 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 77 
Next game: @ TB (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 1% 
Tragic number: 26 
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Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 46 
Regulation wins: 15 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 60 
Next game: vs. CAR (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 1% 
Tragic number: 13 

Central Division 
Dallas Stars 

Points: 81 
Regulation wins: 29 
Playoff position: C1 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 104 
Next game: @ BUF (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 98% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 78 
Regulation wins: 25 
Playoff position: C2 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 102 
Next game: vs. CGY (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 94% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 75 
Regulation wins: 28 
Playoff position: C3 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 96 
Next game: vs. MIN (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: 67% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Watch NHL games on ESPN networks 
Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 74 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: WC2 
Games left: 21 
Points pace: 100 
Next game: vs. SJ (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 98% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 69 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 21 
Points pace: 93 
Next game: @ ARI (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 34% 
Tragic number: 37 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 59 
Regulation wins: 19 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 20 
Points pace: 78 
Next game: @ ARI (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 1% 
Tragic number: 25 

Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 52 
Regulation wins: 16 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 68 
Next game: vs. STL (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 1% 
Tragic number: 16 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 49 
Regulation wins: 14 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 64 
Next game: @ DET (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: 1% 
Tragic number: 13 

Pacific Division 
Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 82 
Regulation wins: 28 
Playoff position: P1 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 107 
Next game: @ FLA (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 98% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 82 
Regulation wins: 27 
Playoff position: P2 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 104 
Next game: @ COL (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 97% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Seattle Kraken 

Points: 78 
Regulation wins: 29 
Playoff position: P3 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 102 
Next game: vs. ANA (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 96% 
Tragic number: N/A 
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Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 78 
Regulation wins: 33 
Playoff position: WC1 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 98 
Next game: @ BOS (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 94% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 69 
Regulation wins: 23 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 88 
Next game: @ MIN (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 22% 
Tragic number: 31 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 57 
Regulation wins: 16 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 74 
Next game: vs. ANA (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: 1% 
Tragic number: 21 

Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 50 
Regulation wins: 11 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 65 
Next game: @ SEA (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 1% 
Tragic number: 14 

San Jose Sharks 

Points: 50 
Regulation wins: 14 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 64 
Next game: @ COL (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 1% 
Tragic number: 12 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top 
of the first round, so the team that finishes in last place is not 
guaranteed the No. 1 selection. As of 2021, a team may 
move up a maximum of 10 spots if it wins the lottery, so only 
11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 pick. Full 
details on the process can be found here. Sitting No. 1 on 
the draft board for this summer is Connor Bedard, who has 
been lauded as a generational talent. 

1. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 46 
Regulation wins: 15 

2. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 49 
Regulation wins: 14 

3. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 50 
Regulation wins: 11 

4. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 50 
Regulation wins: 14 

5. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 52 
Regulation wins: 16 

6. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 56 
Regulation wins: 17 

7. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 57 
Regulation wins: 16 

8. St. Louis Blues 

Points: 59 
Regulation wins: 19 

9. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 
Regulation wins: 22 

10. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 65 
Regulation wins: 22 

11. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 68 
Regulation wins: 24 

12. Washington Capitals 

Points: 68 
Regulation wins: 24 

13. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 68 
Regulation wins: 25 

14. Florida Panthers 

Points: 68 
Regulation wins: 27 

15. Calgary Flames 

Points: 69 
Regulation wins: 23 
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16. Nashville Predators 

Points: 69 
Regulation wins: 24 

Notes on traded picks impacting the top 16:  
 Montreal will receive Florida's first-round pick as a 

result of the trade last season that brought Ben 
Chiarot to the Panthers. 

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS  
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article272793415.html#storylink=mainstage_lead 

https://theathletic.com/4282608/2023/03/07/nhl-trade-deadline-stanley-cup-race/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-march-7-at-montreal/c-341907732 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/mailbag-number-55-after-the-deadline/c-341895042 
https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-buzz-news-and-notes-march-5/c-341872270 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-athlete-injuries-teuvo-teravainen-montreal-d2a47cc9df9e454baeeea9162a927121 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/insider/insider/story/_/id/35798156/nhl-trade-season-grades-multiple-one-f 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/35800266/nhl-playoff-standings-update-win-east-wild-cards 
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Shayne Gostisbehere scores vs. ex-team as ‘Canes rout Coyotes 

 

Field Level Media3-3 minutes 04/03/2023 

 

Sebastian Aho registered two goals and an assist, Shayne Gostisbehere 
scored in his Carolina debut and the Hurricanes defeated the Arizona 
Coyotes 6-1 on Friday in Tempe, Ariz. 

Brent Burns recorded a career-high four assists for the Hurricanes, who 
had lost two in a row. Carolina’s Martin Necas produced a goal and two 
assists, Jaccob Slavin had a goal and an assist and Antti Raanta made 
17 saves. 

Paul Stastny also scored and Andrei Svechnikov notched two assists for 
Carolina, which won for the sixth time in its past seven road games. 

Gostisbehere, acquired Wednesday from the Coyotes in exchange for a 
2026 third-round draft pick, netted a power-play goal and played 16:54 
against his former team. 

Lawson Crouse scored his 20th goal of the season for the Coyotes, who 
have lost four of their past five games, and Karel Vejmelka made 36 
saves. 

The Hurricanes, looking to bounce back from a 3-2 road loss against the 
Vegas Golden Knights on Wednesday, took an early 1-0 lead. Burns 
zipped a pass across the slot and Stastny fired into an open net just 2:20 
into the first period. 

Aho made it 2-0 at 8:57 of the first when he squeezed past a defender, 
skated in on a breakaway and scored through the five-hole after nearly 
losing the puck. 

Slavin blasted in a one-timer off the post from the right point to make it 3-
0 at 5:43 of the second period. 

Crouse got Arizona on the board when he got to a loose puck in the slot, 
turned and fired a wrist shot past Raanta at 10:41 of the middle period. 

Carolina then broke it open with a pair of power-play goals. 

Gostisbehere made it 4-1, taking a pass from Necas at the point and 
skating into the left faceoff circle before firing a wrist shot. Aho scored his 
28th goal of the season, this one from the right circle on a wrist shot at 
14:37. 

Necas scored the Hurricanes’ third power-play goal of the game at 1:47 
of the third period on a one-timer from the left circle off a pass from 
Burns. 
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Behind the scenes for the Hurricanes’ trade deadline, and why they’re 
not worried about the East arms race 

 

Michael Russo14-17 minutes 06/03/2023 

 

TEMPE, Ariz. — The Hurricanes came into Friday’s NHL trade deadline 
as one of the teams to watch. They have the cap space. They are one of 
this season’s most realistic Stanley Cup contenders. They are part of a 
pack at the top of the Eastern Conference that had seen an arms race in 
the weeks leading up to deadline day. 

But, if anything, in the hours ahead of the 3 p.m. ET last call for trades, 
Carolina general manager Don Waddell — known as one of the league’s 
boldest execs — was calm. Confident in his team as it stands. Unfazed 
by the moves elsewhere. 

On Friday, inside the war room, he made his calls, checking in with 
teams around the league and considering options. There were some big 
possibilities, and some that didn’t make it to the rumor mill. Trades that 
could have been headliners. 

But Waddell resisted. 

The Hurricanes had already tinkered in the days leading up to the 
deadline, adding power-play quarterback Shayne Gostisbehere and 
reclamation project Jesse Puljujarvi. Yes, there was room to do more 
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after losing Max Pacioretty to a recurrence of his Achilles tendon tear. 
But in the end, the right move wasn’t there. And Waddell, never one to 
hold back, this time was OK with that. 

“We talked with a lot of people. We have these last two weeks,” Waddell 
said. “But we have a different approach, obviously, than some teams, 
and we don’t get caught up in what anybody else is doing.” 

Waddell and the Canes weren’t intimidated one iota by the Devils 
snatching Timo Meier a week earlier, although there’s no doubt that’s the 
guy the Hurricanes made their biggest pitch for. They didn’t care about 
the Rangers getting Patrick Kane and Vladimir Tarasenko, the Maple 
Leafs grabbing Ryan O’Reilly and overhauling their blue line, the Bruins 
nabbing Tyler Bertuzzi and Dmitry Orlov or the Lightning paying a bunch 
of draft picks and a prospect for Tanner Jeannot. 

The Hurricanes tried to make things happen with other teams. It looked 
like Calgary could be a possibility at one point, maybe even for a deal to 
reacquire Elias Lindholm — a name that wasn’t discussed much in trade 
speculation leading up to the deadline. 

But that didn’t come to fruition. 

Instead, the Canes held to their philosophy of building their team in the 
summer and tweaking along the way. They don’t like to pay big prices for 
rentals. If a good player on the trading block has term remaining, they’ll 
usually take a long look and are willing to pay, like in February of 2020 
when they parted with a first-round pick to get defenseman Brady Skjei, 
who had four years left on his six-year contract, from the Rangers. 

The Hurricanes did take a big swing at Meier this year and were deeply 
disappointed not to land him. Whether they agree or not that their 
package was less worthy than New Jersey’s doesn’t matter. Sharks GM 
Mike Grier chose the Devils, and the Canes were left to pivot. 

“We all judge prospects differently,” Waddell said. “How we view their 
prospects or what they got versus ours is personal opinion. You won’t 
know until the next three or four years when all these prospects turn pro 
whose deal was better. So it’s hard to say. We were disappointed, 
obviously, but at the end of the day, we had offered what we felt very 
comfortable with giving up, and it wasn’t enough. 

“So you’ve got to turn the page and move on.” 

Two days later, the Hurricanes added Puljujarvi for prospect Patrik 
Puistola, a 2019 third-round pick. Waddell had been talking to Ken 
Holland for a couple of weeks and the Oilers GM told him they weren’t 
planning to trade Puljujarvi unless they needed the cap space. Then, 
suddenly, the Oilers were going hard after Nashville’s Mattias Ekholm 
and needed wiggle room. 

Holland called, offered Puljujarvi and told Waddell he couldn’t take a 
penny back. Waddell gave Holland a list of prospects he’d part with, and 
a couple of hours later, Holland called back and the deal was done. 

Puljujarvi, 24, was drafted fourth in 2016 and needed a change of 
scenery like few others as the pressure kept mounting in Alberta’s 
capital. The move reunites him with young Canes star Sebastian Aho. In 
2016, Puljujarvi and Aho were on one of the best world junior 
championships lines in history with Patrik Laine, the trio combining for 44 
points to lead Finland to gold. 

Puljujarvi led the tournament with 17 points in seven games. 

“Jesse will bring speed — lots of speed,” Aho said of his pal, who has 51 
goals and 112 points in 317 NHL games and is expected to meet his new 
teammates late Monday or Tuesday in Montreal, provided he can get his 
work visa from the U.S. consulate in Ottawa on Monday. “He’s got a very 
good shot, too, so I bet he scores some goals for us. 

“Sometimes it helps to get in a new environment and get kind of a fresh 
start, but it’s for sure gonna take a little time for him to adjust to the 
system and the guys in the room. A new country, too. A lot of new stuff. 
But when he adjusts, I bet it’ll be good.” 

Following that move up, two days before the trade deadline, Waddell 
added to what was already one of the NHL’s best blue lines. As good as 
the Canes have been this season, their power play has sputtered on too 
many nights, even with Brent Burns running one of the units. They 
wanted a quarterback for the second power play, so Waddell called 
Coyotes GM Bill Armstrong and swung the Gostisbehere trade for a 2026 
third-round pick. 

Sure enough, Gostisbehere debuted against his former team and scored 
on his first power play in a Canes sweater in a 6-1 pounding at Mullett 
Arena on Friday night. Two days later, Gostisbehere scored another 
power-play goal and assisted on two other power-play goals in a 6-0 
dismantling of the Lightning. 

The @Canes are a Cup contender but concerned about their 
power play. They got Shayne Gostisbehere to QB one unit. Magically, he 
scores on his first PP & they go 3 for 4. 

Magic or not, since Ghost’s arrival, the Canes’ power play has gone 7-
for-9 in two games and risen from 23rd in the NHL to 13th. 

“Ghost is a real help,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We needed 
that power-play guy — the guy that can move the puck — and he 
definitely fills a need. Puljujarvi, I don’t know yet how we’re going to use 
that. I think that’s more let’s see what we can get — hopefully, resurrect a 
once young, very promising player. So we’ll see where that goes.” 

As it stands, deadline moves or no, the Hurricanes are one terrific hockey 
team. 

They have the second-best record in the NHL (41-12-8), with 90 points 
and a plus-57 goal differential. They’re 16-3-1 in their past 20 games, 
averaging 3.43 goals per game (seventh in the NHL) and 2.51 goals 
against per game (second). Their penalty kill ranks third at 83.3 percent. 
They average the third-most shots per game at 35.2 and give up the 
fewest (26.0). 

There was no temptation to force-feed things to keep up with the rest of 
the East arms race. 

The NHL trade deadline came and went. 

“If you look, obviously the Atlantic Division there, a lot of teams made a 
lot of moves there and, for sure, one good team’s going to lose in the first 
round and another good team’s going to lose in the second round,” 
Waddell said. “So as an organization, we don’t feel the pressure to just 
make moves because other teams have. 

“For rentals, I was not willing to give up top prospects or just to give away 
picks when we’re going to need picks. We’re always a cap team. But 
we’ve got a lot of contracts coming up in a year from now, and we’re 
going to need young players coming in the lineup just because of the 
salary system. As an organization, we have a philosophy that we’re not 
going to get in the rental business and give up those types of picks.” 

There was conjecture that the Canes were interested in Coyotes forward 
Nick Schmaltz, whose 10 goals since Jan. 26 are tied for ninth in the 
NHL. 

There’s just no way it could have worked, though, without Arizona 
retaining a large chunk. That’s because Schmaltz has three years left on 
his contract with a $5.85 million cap hit and backloaded salary of $24.45 
million remaining on his seven-year $40.95 million contract. 

“If you look at our salary cap, next year, we’re in really good shape,” 
Waddell said. “The year after, I’ve got Skjei, (Brett) Pesce, (Seth) Jarvis, 
(Martin) Necas, Aho and (Teuvo) Teravainen all coming off their deals. 
The year after that, Burns and (Jaccob) Slavin. So to pick up a guy right 
now — regardless of who the player was — that had more than next year 
left, it was not something that we’re going to be able to do. 

“We’re all great forecasters and all great planners for where the cap’s 
going, but nobody knows exactly how the cap’s going to get there. So we 
want to make sure that we don’t put ourselves in a bad spot where we 
can’t retain the players that we want to retain.” 
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If you connect the dots of Waddell only being able to add players with a 
year left of term, one team that stands out as a potential trade partner is 
the Flames. And two players who fit Waddell’s criteria are Lindholm, the 
former Canes center, and veteran winger Tyler Toffoli. Both have a year 
left on their contracts at a hair under $5 million. 

Toffoli could have been a good add as a finisher, and Lindholm could slot 
right into the middle of the Hurricanes’ second line with Teravainen and 
Necas. 

In the end, Flames GM Brad Treliving, with his players fighting for their 
playoff lives, probably didn’t want to punt on this season or next by 
trading away either talented forward. 

And maybe missing on Lindholm will turn out OK for Carolina anyway. In 
Sunday’s dissection of the Lightning, second-line center Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi had five points and Teravainen and Necas combined for six, 
with Teravainen getting a hat trick. 

This is why Canes players don’t seem bothered that Waddell landscaped 
around the edges rather than landing the big fish. 

“I’ve always believed in our group, so it doesn’t really change our mindset 
in what we do on a day-to-day business and what we believe in this 
room,” Canes captain Jordan Staal said. “Obviously, other teams can do 
what they want and fill their holes with whatever they think they need. We 
believe in this room, and the small pieces we’ve added I think will be 
huge additions. 

“We didn’t need much, and the one thing I’ll add is our system is not easy 
to learn. It’s pretty tricky compared to most. I think it’s pretty hard to jump 
into, so I really think with our group and the way we play that we can do 
some damage.” 

Waddell said Staal’s rationale is exactly why the Canes believe you build 
your team in the summer. 

“Rod does play a different system,” Waddell said. “And we’ve seen it as 
guys have come in and out at different times. There is a big adjustment 
period because you have to trust the guys on the ice to do what the 
coaches ask them to do. And a lot of teams don’t play the man-on-man 
like we do. And all you need is one hiccup from one player, and, before 
you know it, the puck’s in your net. 

“So we’ve talked about that to great length, that we weren’t going to 
make changes just for the sake of making changes or just add to say we 
added this. We wanted to make sure we addressed certain needs, which 
we felt we did, and continue to believe in this group of players.” 

Skjei smiled wide when asked if the moves by other teams made him 
worry. 

“It doesn’t make me nervous at all really,” the defenseman said. “What 
we’ve shown this year is we can play with anybody. We made moves that 
will help our team. With Ghost, he’ll definitely help on the power play. 
That’s something we definitely needed. Puljujarvi is a young, skilled guy. 

“I love the chemistry we have on our team. We all know the way that we 
want to play, which is fast and on top of guys. I don’t think we needed to 
change really that much. We added pieces that will help us, and we’re 
excited for the long run ahead.” 

Added Aho, “We’re a tight-knit team with a ton of talent. We made the 
moves we needed to make.” 

In January, when the Canes lost Pacioretty on the final shift of a blowout 
win over Minnesota, Waddell was convinced he’d probably need to make 
another move for a finisher. 

“It wasn’t as devastating for me as it was for our team and for him,” 
Waddell said, “because we watched him, what he went through after the 
first injury. He was in the workout room and training room for four or five 
months doing everything possible to get ready. That’s not an easy injury 
to come back from. And the night he went down, we won the game and it 
was the most somber I’ve seen our locker room. 

“So it was disappointing from a hockey standpoint, but it was more 
devastating from a personal standpoint.” 

But as Waddell continued to gauge his team, he reverted back to the 
Canes’ philosophy: No rentals for big prices, but he was willing to add 
players like Meier, in the last year of his deal before restricted free 
agency, or talents with one year of term. 

The right trade just wasn’t out there. 

1270669 Montreal Canadiens 

 

Jack Todd: NHL's mindless fighting code after clean checks is 
maddening 

 

Jack Todd  •  Published Mar 06, 2023 

 

With the Canadiens battling to complete a comeback in the third period in 
Las Vegas Sunday, Johnathan Kovacevic laid an old-fashioned, open-ice 
hit on Knights winger Paul Cotter. 

It was in every way what you want to see in the NHL. A clean wallop, 
devoid of anything questionable, a combination of timing, strength and 
guts. 

Since the Montreal Canadiens making the Stanley Cup finals for the first 
time in 28 years, this newsletter is the dedicated Montreal Canadiens 
fan's source for exclusive Habs content, insight and analysis. 

But this is 21st century hockey. No hit, no matter how clean, can go 
unpunished. So here came Alec Martinez, a 35-year-old grinder with a 
single goal on the season, to attack Kovacevic — and Kovacevic, as per 
the mindless code of hockey, had to fight. 

The 6-foot-5, 208-pound Kovacevic won the fight but that isn’t the point. 
First, why does every player who delivers a clean hit have to fight and 
second — where in the name of John Ferguson was the instigator 
penalty on Martinez? 

It could hardly have been more flagrant. Martinez, a dozen feet away at 
the time of the hit, skated directly to Kovacevic and started throwing 
punches. But somehow, referees Francis Charron and Jordan Samuels-
Thomas managed to see nothing at all. Kovacevic and Martinez got five-
minute majors for fighting. That was it. 

No instigator penalty, even though Rule 7.11 is on the books for exactly 
this situation. Two clauses apply: 

“Throwing or attempting to throw the first punch, thus forcing their 
opponent to defend themselves by engaging in an otherwise undesired 
fight.” 

“Distance travelled to an altercation or travel to an altercation for the 
purpose of starting a fight.” 

Martinez travelled to an altercation. He started a fight. And he got away 
with it. 

The Habs lost a power play that may have led to the tying goal, but that 
isn’t the point. The point, once again, is that NHL referees failed to 
enforce a rule that is meant to enhance player safety. 

In every other team sport, what Martinez did would rate an immediate 
ejection. 

It’s trash, frankly. Worse, nothing will change. Referees will call every 
minor obstruction, every harmless hook and hold. But start a fight over a 
clean hit? 

No problem. 
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A dead deadline: On a scale ranging from catastrophic doom to soaring 
euphoria (i.e., the emotional distance travelled by most fans every hour) 
the Canadiens’ performance at the trade deadline rated a distinct meh. 

Not good. Not bad. Just meh. 

Healthy veterans like Josh Anderson didn’t draw offers strong enough to 
impress GM Kent Hughes. Not-so-healthy veterans like Joel Edmundson 
and Sean Monahan couldn’t possibly bring that additional first-rounder 
fans hoped to see. 

The one deal GM Kent Hughes made, picking up former first-rounder 
Denis Gurianov for the intermittently interested Evgenii Dadonov, was 
solid — but there would be no miracles this time around. 

Hughes has had so much success in so little time that people have come 
to expect him to pull rabbits out of a hat at every opportunity. The league 
doesn’t work that way. 

The one possibly valid criticism is that the Canadiens need to review the 
way they handle injuries. In at least four cases this season, the club 
appears to have been hasty in allowing a player to return to the ice. That 
is true of Monahan and Edmundson, perhaps, but it’s also true of 
Brendan Gallagher and Cole Caufield. 

I say “appears” because every injury is different, every player is different 
and while the Jeff Gorton-Kent Hughes-Martin St. Louis trio has been 
vastly more transparent than any management group to date, the 
Canadiens are more in line with the rest of the league when it comes to 
making injuries public. 

Until and unless league policy on disclosing injuries undergoes a sea 
change, we’re all throwing darts in the dark. If there is an issue and if 
procedures governing a player’s return to the ice need to be reviewed, 
Hughes will see that it’s done. He is far and away the most thorough 
Canadiens GM I have seen and I have absolute faith in his ability to 
manage injury procedures the way he manages everything else. 

Super Mario: Mario Cecchini is the perfect candidate to run the QMJHL. 
Unfortunately, he’s also the perfect guy to run the Alouettes — who are 
going to need all the front-office talent they can get. 

As my trusty sidekick Zeke Herbowsky reported last week in another 
major scoop, the CFL is negotiating the sale of the Alouettes to none 
other than Pierre-Karl Péladeau. It might work with a strong team 
president like Cecchini around to protect the mercurial, notoriously 
meddling Péladeau from his own worst instincts. 

Then again, Péladeau would have to go some distance to beat Joey 
Saputo in the local Worst Owner sweepstakes. For those keeping score 
at home, CF Montréal has now played two games, scored zero goals and 
produced zero points. 

But who’s counting? 

Heroes: Marta Kostyuk, Summer McIntosh, Rafaël Harvey-Pinard, Alex 
Belzile, Jesse Ylönen, Nick Suzuki, David Savard, Marty St. Louis, Jake 
Allen, Ted-Jan Bloemen, Fernando Alonso, Just Fontaine, Mario 
Cecchini &&&& last but not least, Mike Matheson. 

Zeros: Nick Bontis, Soccer Canada, Francis Charron, Jordan Samuels-
Thomas, George Parros, Ja Morant, Dillon Brooks, George Parros, 
Novak Djokovic, Joey Saputo, Brendan Lemieux, Claude Brochu, David 
Samson, &&&& last but not least, Jeffrey Loria. 

Now and forever. 
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About Last Night: West Coast trip ends with 4-3 loss to Vegas 

 

Erik Leijon  •  Published Mar 06, 2023 

 

The Canadiens ended their four-game California-Nevada swing with a 1-
3 record following a 4-3 loss to the Vegas Golden Knights on Sunday at 
T-Mobile Arena. 

Eight different Habs made the scoreboard. Prior to puck drop, it was 
announced Kaiden Guhle is day-to-day with an upper-body injury 
suffered against the Ducks on Friday. Justin Barron is also day-to-day 
with an upper-body injury, meaning trade deadline acquisition Frédéric 
Allard was called up on an emergency basis to shore up the blue line. 
Allard played 11:31 in his Canadiens debut. 

It looked like a blowout was coming when Montreal fell 2-0 following a 
dominant first period for Vegas. 

Shea Theodore lit the lamp first with a deceptive wrist shot through traffic 
that beat Jake Allen. 

With 19 seconds left in the first, Ivan Barbashev scored his first as a 
Golden Knight since being acquired from the St. Louis Blues. Vegas led 
2-0 and outshot the opposition 13-5 after one. 

Montreal came out in the second refusing to concede, and turned the 
tables on the shot counter with 12 shots to Vegas’ four. But on the 
scoreboard, Vegas added to their lead. Original Golden Knights Reilly 
Smith and William Karlsson teamed up for a dazzling passing display to 
give the Pacific Division leaders a 3-0 advantage. 

The Habs made things interesting in the third. Mike Matheson put his 
team on the board after making a move off the draw and surprising 
Jonathan Quick in his first start for Vegas. 

Vegas likely thought they had put the game out of reach when the puck 
bounced off Barbashev and in to give the forward his second of the night. 

Instead, the Canadiens responded with two goals in less than a minute 
after Vegas took a 4-1 lead. Like an experienced sniper, Alex Belzile 
pump faked and fooled Quick to give Montreal a second goal. 

Only 35 seconds later, Jesse Ylonen from behind the net found Rafaël 
Harvey-Pinard in front and just like that, Montreal was a goal away, down 
4-3. 

With time winding down, snake-bitten Mike Hoffman hit the outside 
goalpost and it proved the deciding moment as the Habs failed to tie it up 
late for a third consecutive game. 

On the plus side, that means Montreal lost three straight games by only a 
goal, so although they escaped the West with a mere two points, they 
were in each game till the bitter end. And isn’t that the best case scenario 
for both factions of the Liveblog commentariat? Many are firmly in the 
camp of losing as many games as possible down the stretch, while 
others are more resigned to Montreal’s place in the standings and just 
want to see progress in the remaining contests. 

Canadiens centre Sean Monahan was limited to 65 games last season 
and scored only eight goals before having surgery on his right hip — one 
year after his left hip was operated on. 

Do the Canadiens really have much space to move up or down the 
standings at this point, or are they just jockeying for position in the 26-
27th range? Montreal has tough games coming up against Carolina, New 
York, New Jersey and Colorado coming up, so perhaps we’ll see how 
low (or high?) the Habs can truly go. 

3. “Habs never quit. Lots of heart.” -Mike Sampson 

2. “Congratulations to the Boys wearing the CH tonight. While Habs 
Nation are hoping for L’s and we did lose, these players ( the majority) 
did not quit and are auditioning for next year. There are some impressive 
efforts especially from the AHL call-ups that I am sure are being noticed 
and they will be rewarded if not here somewhere else. A win for them 
and a win for us all!” -Charles Patrick 
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1. “Let’s get two good first round picks. Maybe get some 2nd-3rd round 
picks that make it to the Habs. Rid ourselves of players not in our future. 
Make TDL deals next year for more 1st rounders IF the deal makes 
sense. With the fight that we’re seeing most games we could/should be 
competitive in 2-3 years. Need to start somewhere.” -Ian London 
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Basu and Godin: Canadiens’ competitive losing gives them best of both 
worlds 

 

Arpon Basu, Marc Antoine Godin15-19 minutes 3/6/2023 

 

After a win in San Jose to kick off their western road trip, the Canadiens 
followed it up with three uneven performances — we guarantee none of 
them will make a greatest-hits package — and three more regulation 
losses on their record. It must have been reassuring to those concerned 
the Canadiens were winning a bit too often with their patchwork lineup 
and thereby torpedoing their chances at a high draft pick in June. 

At his midseason press conference, general manager Kent Hughes was 
able to admit he had told Martin St. Louis that “we have reached the 
stage where wins are good, to a certain point, and losses are not good, 
to a certain point.” In that sense, these three games were perfect: They 
produced three losses, but the team competed, they battled to stay in the 
game and always believed in their ability to come from behind. 

The Canadiens came back in those games without cheating to create 
scoring chances and the players who fought hardest under the 
circumstances were rewarded with more ice time. 

“I think most teams would be fine after a loss if you play hard,” Nick 
Suzuki said Sunday after the Canadiens lost 4-3 to the Vegas Golden 
Knights. “I mean, we didn’t do ourselves any favours at the start of the 
game, so we can’t be happy with that. But the second half, against a 
good team, we put up three in the third. It’s pretty impressive from us.” 

Suzuki finished the game against the Golden Knights with different 
wingers than the ones he had in Anaheim on Friday. Mike Hoffman, who 
didn’t seem connected to what Suzuki and Denis Gurianov were trying to 
do during the first three games of the trip, was replaced by Rafaël 
Harvey-Pinard. Toward the end of the second period, Gurianov also lost 
his spot to Jesse Ylönen. 

Getting to play with Suzuki seems to be the ultimate reward for the 
forwards. It was difficult to explain why Hoffman was placed there when 
the team arrived in California; he finished the trip having played as many 
minutes at five-on-five with Suzuki as the two had played together all 
season. The results weren’t all that convincing. 

As for Gurianov, things seem to have died down after his excellent debut 
with the team. Not only was he replaced next to Suzuki by Ylönen on 
Sunday, with the new line delivering the goal that brought the Canadiens 
to within 4-3 in the third, but Gurianov didn’t touch the ice in the final five 
minutes with the Canadiens needing a goal to complete the comeback. 

No matter who is out of the lineup, the ones remaining still need to be 
accountable. 

The team is missing several quality players, but it’s not right to simply 
hand the important roles to their known commodities, to recognizable 
names. The players who work the hardest need to be shown the most 
confidence to feed this team’s growing confidence that they can always 
play themselves back into games. 

“It’s not a relaxing time for us, we just want to keep going and, whatever 
happens, push into the next year and the year after that and just keep 
building this franchise up,” Suzuki said. “You can see our roster with a lot 

of guys that started in the AHL and playing really well here, so just our 
system from the ground up is pretty impressive right now, and it’s going 
to get better.” 

Before the game Sunday, St. Louis noted an interesting change in 
perspective for him. When he was a player, St. Louis was consumed by 
the competition, whereas now he can realize that having unreasonable 
expectations in terms of results is not always good either; that adversity 
provides additional context and some losses need to be taken with a 
grain of salt. 

“I used to say I hate losing more than I like winning, and I think I’m the 
opposite as a coach,” he said. “With the losses, I definitely don’t get too 
low. Because I get it, it’s a fine line, and sometimes you get so stuck in 
the result that you lose yourself.” 

This is obviously a luxury that only teams that find themselves in the 
Canadiens’ position can offer themselves, and the day will come when 
results will regain their proper importance as the club’s expectations 
change. But until then, games like the one in Las Vegas where the team 
never gives up serve the purposes of what the Canadiens are trying to 
build. And if that results in another loss and a little slip down the 
standings, they are killing two birds with one stone. 

A dive in the standings to come? 

Speaking of which, finishing the regular season with the best odds of 
landing Connor Bedard is basically impossible for the Canadiens at this 
point, but there is still a path to a top-five spot on that list of odds. 

The Canadiens’ loss in Vegas began a stretch of 10 straight games 
where they will be facing teams either in a playoff spot or, in the lone 
case of the Florida Panthers, on the cusp of one. They will face six of the 
top 10 teams in the league over their next nine games, and while the 
Canadiens have given us no reason to count them out against any 
opponent this season, there is a difference between being competitive in 
games and actually winning them, as we’ve seen. 

Basically, it would not be all that difficult to envision the current three-
game losing streak extending to six or seven games with home matchups 
against the Carolina Hurricanes, New York Rangers, New Jersey Devils 
and Colorado Avalanche up next on the schedule. On paper at least, 
none of the Canadiens’ next nine games look very winnable for them. 
That game against Colorado will also be the last one on the Canadiens’ 
schedule against a Western Conference opponent this season. 

Meanwhile, the teams directly below the Canadiens in the standings all 
play in the Western Conference, and therefore have more winnable 
games on their schedules, including games against each other which, if 
the Canadiens are lucky, will make their way to overtime a few times. 
Notably, we’re looking at the Vancouver Canucks, Arizona Coyotes and 
— a bit of a long shot with a six-point gap behind the Canadiens — the 
Anaheim Ducks. 

The Canucks 

Vancouver is a point behind the Canadiens with a game in hand and has 
what we consider to be five winnable games in its next nine: Monday at 
home to the Predators, Wednesday at home to the Ducks, March 16 in 
Arizona, March 19 in Anaheim and March 23 at home to San Jose. 
Considering the Canucks just beat the Toronto Maple Leafs at home, 
there’s nothing saying they couldn’t win some of their other games as 
well. In all likelihood, by March 24, the Canucks should be well ahead of 
the Canadiens in the overall standings. 

The Coyotes 

Arizona picked up an unlikely point at home against the Devils on 
Sunday night, leaving them four points behind the Canadiens with 19 
games left. The Coyotes also have what we consider to be five winnable 
games in their next seven, with all but one of those seven games coming 
at home, where the Coyotes have a 14-11-3 record this season. They 
host St. Louis on Tuesday, Nashville on Thursday, Calgary on March 14, 
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Vancouver on March 16 and Chicago on March 18. Will that four-point 
gap with Montreal be erased by March 18? It’s entirely possible. 

The Ducks 

As noted above, the Ducks sit six points behind the Canadiens with 19 
games left, and they are currently holding down the fourth-best lottery 
odds in the overall standings. But their schedule looks extremely 
favourable to upward mobility, with six winnable games in their next 
eight: Wednesday in Vancouver, Friday in Calgary and then home games 
against Nashville March 12, Columbus March 17, Vancouver March 19 
and Calgary March 21. We didn’t include a home game against the 
Islanders on March 15 there, but the Ducks will be rested facing a team 
that played in Los Angeles the night before, so maybe we should. The 
schedule looks good for the Ducks and they’ve gone 4-0-1 in their last 
five, so who knows how much of a gap there will be with the Canadiens 
two weeks from now. 

An incredible 48 hours for Frédéric Allard 

Frédéric Allard’s importance in the Canadiens organization escalated 
quickly over the weekend. 

First, the Canadiens announced his acquisition Friday morning from the 
Los Angeles Kings organization, a few hours before the NHL trade 
deadline. Allard was acquired to help the Laval Rocket, who have a 
banged-up and somewhat underperforming defence at a time when they 
have very little margin for error. 

A day earlier, Justin Barron was injured against the Kings, possibly a 
concussion, and there were doubts he would face the Anaheim Ducks on 
Friday. If Joel Edmundson wound up being traded in the hours that 
followed the Allard trade, the Canadiens would have been down to five 
defencemen. 

Except Edmundson was never traded, and the Canadiens were clear that 
day: Allard was on his way to Laval. 

Every flight to Montreal from Los Angeles, however, was booked until 
Sunday, so Allard had to stay home. Seeing as he never expected to 
leave the Ontario Reign, this gave him some time to pack. 

But then, Allard did ultimately have to replace an injured defenceman, 
except it wasn’t Barron but rather Kaiden Guhle. So getting stuck in Los 
Angeles for a couple of days wound up creating a perfect set of 
circumstances for Allard. 

“People often say playing in the NHL is a question of timing,” Allard said, 
“well, this was excellent timing.” 

His phone rang at roughly 2 p.m. on Saturday and Allard immediately 
had to rush to join the Canadiens in Las Vegas. He left his girlfriend and 
his dog behind, leaving her to finish packing and take that flight to 
Montreal on Sunday without him. Luckily, Allard’s Reign teammates 
came by to help her finish the job. 

“I was so busy with the travel plans, getting the family organized, getting 
my bags ready, getting to the airport, to the hotel, that I didn’t have time 
to think about hockey until I got to the rink,” Allard said. “It took away 
some of the stress.” 

Allard got to the Canadiens’ hotel in Las Vegas at around 10:30 p.m. 
Saturday night. Jonathan Drouin knows Allard well and welcomed him at 
the hotel, filling him in on how things would go the next day against the 
Golden Knights. It was only Allard’s second NHL game, and the fact it 
came in a Canadiens uniform moved him. 

Allard said he had tears in his eyes when he walked in the Canadiens’ 
dressing room. Luckily, aside from Drouin, he also knew David Savard 
and Alex Belzile, and the two of them kept his mind off how nervous he 
was. 

At around noon Sunday, assistant coach Stéphane Robidas sat down 
with him and a dry-erase board, explaining the general principles of how 
the Canadiens play. Trevor Letowski had done the same thing with 

Gurianov in San Jose a few days earlier. The meeting lasted about 15 
minutes; Allard got the impression Robidas was trying to avoid giving him 
too much information, something St. Louis mentions all the time. 

Then, all of a sudden three hours later, Allard was playing for the 
Canadiens alongside Edmundson, who worked to convince him over the 
course of the game that he belonged. 

What a series of seemingly random events; a defenceman already in 
California, a lack of available flights, a sudden emergency call-up and a 
life’s dream realized, all in a span of 48 hours. 

The ridiculous nature of deadline AHL rules 

The Canadiens sent two players to the Rocket on Friday to make them 
eligible for the AHL playoffs, Harvey-Pinard and Ylönen. It is the annual 
dance NHL teams are forced to do on deadline day, on top of the actual 
trades they are trying to pull off, because of the rules governing how 
players can go back and forth between the AHL and NHL at this time of 
year. 

These rules are collectively bargained, and it is largely the NHLPA that 
likes having certain restrictions in place to protect the interests of their 
members and not allow NHL teams to arbitrarily demote as many players 
as they like, whenever they like. This is why waiver eligibility exists, this 
is why NHL teams can’t send injured players down to the minors, this is 
why teams need to conduct paper transactions at the deadline, and this 
is also seemingly why NHL teams are limited to four regular recalls from 
the AHL between the trade deadline and the end of the regular season. 

Some of these rules make some sense to us, but the recall limit really 
doesn’t. Who is it protecting, exactly? All it does is limit opportunities for 
players in the AHL. For instance, the Canadiens now have two regular 
recalls remaining, because two of them were used up on Harvey-Pinard 
and Ylönen. But let’s say, toward the end of the season, they want to 
give someone a look at the NHL level; someone who has earned it by 
working hard in the AHL season, not complaining, setting a good 
example. Someone like Gabriel Bourque, for example. Except the 
Canadiens would never do that, because they would be using up one of 
their two remaining recalls. 

Another rule that legitimately protects players is hurting the Canadiens’ 
development plan, the one where injured players can’t be demoted. 
Because of that rule, and because Justin Barron was injured one day 
prior to the trade deadline, the Canadiens could not “paper” Barron to the 
AHL on Friday, therefore he is not eligible for the playoffs. The 
Canadiens didn’t want to paper Juraj Slafkovský on Friday because they 
want him to focus on his recovery from a knee injury, but had they 
wanted to, they couldn’t have, because he’s injured. 

We realize exceptions can’t be made to rules like this, but the AHL is 
supposed to be a development league, and this is a case of a well-
intentioned rule hurting a player’s development. It seems as though there 
should be a way to make it easier for teams to get more of their young 
players some valuable playoff action in the AHL without having to cut 
through a mountain of red tape. 

Xavier Simoneau and the small forwards in the system 

Xavier Simoneau, who signed a two-year, two-way contract with the 
Canadiens last Wednesday, has a lot in common with Harvey-Pinard. 
They are both forwards who lit up the QMJHL but whose smaller statures 
scared NHL teams away, leaving them both to be drafted in the later 
rounds by the Canadiens as 20-year-olds. Then they each signed a one-
year contract with the Rocket before earning a two-year deal with the 
Canadiens. They are both highly-energetic, ferocious competitors. 

So, what exactly sets them apart? 

“As a passer, I think he’s an above-average passer. You saw it in the 
QMJHL, he always had a lot of assists,” Harvey-Pinard said. “In that 
aspect, I think he’s a better player than me. On the other hand, I might be 
a better finisher around the net. I think that’s something that differentiates 
me from him. But we both play at both ends of the ice, we’re both intense 
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and, aside from a few small differences, we play the same style of 
game.” 

Already in Montreal, when they’re healthy, you have Cole Caufield, 
Brendan Gallagher and Harvey-Pinard, three forwards listed at less than 
5 feet 10. Sean Farrell, who should sign with the Canadiens when his 
season ends at Harvard University, could be added to that list soon. 

It’s already hard to see how all four of those smaller forwards could play 
for the Canadiens at once, so what place would there ever be for 
Simoneau, at 5-7 and 175 pounds, in the next year or two? 

“I don’t think you’re putting yourself in the best spot if you have 20 
smaller players,” St. Louis said. “But I don’t know how many smaller 
players you can allow yourself to have. It depends how good they are. It’s 
a balance. 

“We’re trying to build something, we’ll see what our balance will be, but 
we don’t know yet.” 

We’ll see once he turns pro, but Farrell’s skill level should be higher than 
Harvey-Pinard and Simoneau’s. But the Canadiens also feel they are 
missing some tenacity and toughness in their forward group — not 
necessarily players who will run you through the boards, though that 
would be needed in greater supply as well, but more so players with drive 
and resiliency. The Canadiens consider Simoneau to be that kind of 
player, and that’s probably why they signed him to that contract. 

When St. Louis says “it depends how good they are,” there are several 
ways to come to that determination. We’ll see whether the traits that 
make Simoneau an intriguing player to the Canadiens also allow him to 
bust down an NHL door that rarely opens for players like him. 
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Flyers lay themselves out there to beat Red Wings 3-1 

 

Giana Han 

 

The Flyers laid their bodies on the line with game-saving shot blocks to 
squeeze out a 3-1 win over the Detroit Red Wings despite a third-period 
push Sunday. 

The Flyers controlled the pace for the majority of the first period yet 
walked out of it trailing by one. Led by the Owen Tippett, Morgan Frost, 
and Joel Farabee line, the Flyers created numerous scoring chances, but 
goalie Ville Husso kept coming up big for the Red Wings. 

Meanwhile, Detroit had significantly less quality shots, but it capitalized 
on a miscommunication between Frost and Ivan Provorov that allowed 
David Perron to beat Carter Hart on the breakaway 5 minutes into the 
game. 

It wasn’t until the Flyers were at a disadvantage that they tied it. The Red 
Wings had caught up to the pace of the game, and then were awarded a 
power play. Down a man, the Flyers finally got one past Husso when 
Nicolas Deslauriers scored on a short-handed breakaway 7 minutes into 
the second. 

Six minutes later, Noah Cates deflected Nick Seeler’s shot from the point 
to give the Flyers the lead heading into the final period. 

The Red Wings had a chance to tie it on a third-period power play, but 
the Flyers easily killed it off, helped by big shot blocks from Tippett and 
Justin Braun. Cates then saved the lead with 5 minutes left by diving to 
block the open goal. 

Scott Laughton sealed the game with an empty-net goal with less than 
two minutes left. 

First games 

It was Tanner Laczynski’s first game back and Brendan Lemieux’s first 
game as a Flyer. Coach John Tortorella quipped they were both out of 
shape — both have been dealing with injuries. 

Laczynski (lower body) was noticeable for both good and bad. He 
showed jump, stealing the puck, and creating a breakaway opportunity. 
He also showed rust, making a bad turnover at the blue line with no one 
behind him. Hart bailed him out. Laczynski finished with one shot on 
goal, one rush attempt in 8 minutes, 38 seconds of ice time. 

“Felt good to get some game action,” Laczynski said. “A little tired right 
now.” 

Lemieux was unnoticeable at first, but when the whistle blew after his first 
offensive opportunity, he was sharing words and shoves with the Red 
Wings. Things got heated again in the second between Lemieux and the 
Red Wings, but it only resulted in extra shoving. Lemieux finished with 
one shot on goal and five hits in 13:46 of ice time. 

Tortorella also gave both Laczynski and Lemieux special teams time on 
the penalty kill. He said he plans to use them the rest of the way on the 
kill. 

Short-handed force 

With Travis Konecny hurt and Patrick Brown traded, the Flyers were 
down two penalty killers. But the special teams unit continued to produce 
even without two of its staples. 

The Flyers’ overall kill percentage is nothing special. It sits in the lower 
half of the league’s standings at 24th with a kill rate of 75.6%. They were 
third in the league in short-handed goals (10), but through their lackluster 
February, the goals faded away. 

An unlikely name pushed the Flyers into second, along with the 
Vancouver Canucks (11). Deslauriers blocked a shot near the blue line 
and turned around for a breakaway short-handed goal. Deslauriers, who 
is more known for his forceful, hard-hitting play rather than his speed, 
now has five goals. 

“I think our last 10 games, we weren’t aggressive enough when we had 
the chance,” Deslauriers said. “On that one, I just got lucky obviously with 
the flat stick there. But I think the guys were chirping me because I think 
Lemieux was calling for the puck behind me. But I only get one 
breakaway probably for two or three years. I’ll take the shot.” 

The Flyers then scored their third goal down six skaters to five after the 
Red Wings pulled their goalie. 

Put me in, Coach 

One of the positive moments for Tortorella in the Flyers’ 2-1 loss to the 
New York Rangers on Thursday was when he noticed Tippett looking at 
him for more ice time. Tippett is at his best when he’s confident, and his 
confidence that game showed through in his dominance. 

Tortorella granted Tippett the extra time in the Flyers’ next game. Against 
the Red Wings, he went with 11 forwards and seven defensemen, 
creating an opportunity to play Tippett more than his line. Tippett was 
moving with speed, creating multiple rushes. He played the second-most 
minutes with 24:09 of ice time, the most among forwards. 

“He knows I’m looking for him,” Tortorella said. “He’s free. He’s just 
playing.” 

What’s next 

The Flyers head to Tampa, Fla., to play the Lightning at 7 p.m. Tuesday. 
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'Are you guys kidding me?' Tortorella backs his GM after Flyers' trade 
deadline 

 

Jordan Hall 

 

VOORHEES, N.J. — John Tortorella is nothing if he's not intensely loyal. 

The coach will go to battle for those alongside him, even in the most 
extreme circumstances. 

A day after Chuck Fletcher faced heavy backlash for not finding a way to 
trade James van Riemsdyk by Friday's 3 p.m. ET deadline, Tortorella 
smiled in befuddlement of the criticism directed at the Flyers' general 
manager. 

"Do you not think he tried to move him? Are you guys kidding me? He 
tried like hell to move him," Tortorella said Saturday following practice. 
"There are so many different scenarios that went on. I just don't get the 
criticism of James still being here, like Chuck held onto him; $7 million 
[contract], we've got to eat some of the money, probably half of it, as I'm 
sure you guys know. 

"Chuck tried. But everybody wants to pile on." 

Fletcher is in his fourth full season as the Flyers' GM. In Year 1 of his 
tenure, the Flyers won their first playoff series since 2012 and fell a win 
shy of the Eastern Conference Final. The following two seasons, 
however, the Flyers missed the postseason in consecutive years for the 
first time since 1992-93 and 1993-94. 

This season, the club has changed its course to more of a future-focused 
rebuild of sorts under Tortorella. The Flyers were sellers at a third 
straight deadline and Fletcher said they were "willing to listen on just 
about anything if it makes sense." 

They made two deals on expiring contracts but were unable to move van 
Riemsdyk, their most obvious chip and one of the bigger rental names 
left on the market when Friday started. 

The 33-year-old winger was practicing Saturday with the Flyers instead 
of traveling to join a new club. 

"Definitely, based on what I was hearing, a little bit surprised," van 
Riemsdyk said at his locker stall. "But you ultimately realize, being 
around long enough, that things go the way they're going to go. ... 
Nothing's ever certain until it's done." 

Van Riemsdyk said he had not had a conversation with Fletcher about 
the result of Friday's deadline. To no surprise, van Riemsdyk is ready to 
put his best foot forward over the Flyers' final 20 games. 

Fletcher has been in pro hockey for 30 years, so he understands the 
pressure that comes with his position and in a market like Philadelphia. 
Tortorella has not shied away from criticism and the challenge at hand 
with the Flyers. 

But he didn't feel Fletcher or the Flyers deserved the vitriol here. 

"For me, I want it to be legitimate criticism," Tortorella said. "For you to 
come out and criticize Chuck for not moving JVR — I guess that's what's 
out there — I don't get it because he tried like hell. And why wouldn't we? 
First of all, out of respect to JVR. That's the bottom line with Chuck, he's 
such a good man. He wants [van Riemsdyk] and [Justin Braun] playing. 

"But I get it. I haven't been here the whole time. I think Chuck has been 
kind of run over and chucked darts at for quite a bit here. For me, chuck 
darts at me when you guys think I deserve it. I just don't want you to 
manufacture criticism of Chuck at this point in time at the deadline 
because something sexy didn't happen. Nothing sexy was going to 
happen, I think we all understand that, don't we, going into this. Expiring 
contracts, we were trying to gain assets. That's the key. And he tried. But 
you still need people that are willing to join in." 

During July, Tortorella defended Fletcher's offseason, which was met 
with some scrutiny. 

On Saturday, he stuck by his GM on the non-trade of van Riemsdyk. 

"Don't get me wrong, we need to grow some skin around here," Tortorella 
said. "Criticism is all part of it and we deserve some criticism as far as 
where we're at as a team. I just don't like the unjustified ... you have 
enough things to criticize me or Chuck about. I don't think criticizing 
Chuck about his day yesterday is warranted because him and the scouts 
were waiting, willing and able. And it just didn't happen. 

"We deserve a lot of crap out here, we do, from you guys. We do. But not 
that one, not for me." 
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Golden Knights’ trade acquisition fills much-needed role 

 

Ben Gotz4-5 minutes 06/03/2023 

 

It seemed all too fitting that Ivan Barbashev’s first goal with the Golden 
Knights traveled only 6 feet. 

The 27-year-old was acquired from the St. Louis Blues to provide grit in 
front of the crease that would give the Knights’ five-on-five offense an 
added dimension. 

Barbashev showed he can bring that when he tapped in a great feed 
from center Jack Eichel in the first period of Sunday’s 4-3 win over the 
Montreal Canadiens at T-Mobile Arena. 

He showed some expanded range on his second goal two periods later. 
That one came from 8 feet. 

Barbashev has come as advertised in his first four games with the 
Knights. He’s giving them exactly what they wanted when they gave up 
forward prospect Zach Dean to get him. 

It’s been a near flawless fit. Barbashev, by doing what he does best, 
already has five points with the Knights. 

“We’ve got a really good defensive group that can shoot the puck,” 
Barbashev said. “They always put it toward the net. For me, it’s really 
important to be in front and just try to screen the goalie or (hope) for a 
rebound.” 

General manager Kelly McCrimmon and right wing Jonathan 
Marchessault said Barbashev was the kind of player the Knights needed. 

The Knights have historically been a great rush team, one that terrorizes 
opponents in transition. Generating offense in-zone has always come 
harder. 

Barbashev, while more of a complementary player, broadens the team’s 
skill set with the way he plays. He will seek out deflections and tips. He 
will hunt for rebounds. He will look to cause chaos in front of the crease. 

It makes him a great linemate for Marchessault and Eichel. Marchessault 
is a willing shooter. Eichel likes to hold onto the puck to make plays. 

Both can benefit from having someone by the blue paint making goalies 
uncomfortable. Barbashev can do that. 

“That’s where he goes,” coach Bruce Cassidy said. “That’s where he 
hangs out.” 

Barbashev also has enough skill to play off his teammates when given 
opportunities. His first point with the Knights came on a great neutral-
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zone pass that sprung Eichel for a breakaway. His first goal started with 
a quick pass to Marchessault. 

Barbashev put some of that same talent on display last season when he 
scored 60 points in 81 games. His 45 points at five-on-five were the 
fourth most on a Blues team that had the third-best offense in the NHL. 

“He’s one of those guys that makes all the little plays,” Marchessault 
said. “He has that veteran presence on the ice and a lot of poise.” 

Barbashev is bringing more than offense, too. 

He’s already become part of the penalty-kill rotation. Since arriving, he’s 
been on the ice both times the Knights needed to protect a third-period 
lead. He showed he could be trusted defensively during St. Louis’ win in 
the 2019 Stanley Cup Final, when he formed a shutdown line with Oskar 
Sundqvist and Alex Steen. 

“They did an unbelievable job,” said defenseman Alex Pietrangelo, the 
Blues’ captain that season. “Kind of sums him up as a teammate, right? 
It’s not an easy job to do. Taking a lot of defensive-zone draws, playing 
against the other teams’ top players. He did his job really well for us.” 

The Knights hope to go on a similar run with Barbashev playing a 
different role. 

They want him chipping in offensively while staying true to who he is as a 
player. They don’t need him to dangle around defenders or serve out 
stretch passes. 

He’s done the dirty work. It’s a job the team will ask him to continue to 
do, especially with captain Mark Stone and left wing William Carrier out 
indefinitely. 

“He definitely has a nose for the net,” defenseman Shea Theodore said. 
“It seems like pucks are finding him.” 

Contact Ben Gotz at bgotz@reviewjournal.com. Follow @BenSGotz on 
Twitter. 

LAS VEGAS REVIEW JOURNAL LOADED: 03.07.2023 

1270721 Vegas Golden Knights 

 

Golden Knights’ recent run raises hopes of avoiding last season’s 
disappointment 

 

Jesse Granger5-7 minutes 06/03/2023 

 

This recent stretch hasn’t been easy for the Golden Knights, with seven 
of their last eight games decided by one goal. They’ve featured third-
period comebacks, late game-winning goals, blown leads and overtime 
on four different occasions. 

It hasn’t always been pretty, but the Golden Knights are getting the job 
done and are banking points at an impressive rate. Vegas has gone 9-1-
2 since returning from the All-Star break on Feb. 7, and has all but sealed 
its place as a playoff team once again. 

Entering Monday, the club sat atop the Pacific Division and the Western 
Conference with 82 points — 14 points clear of the playoff cut line with 
only 19 games remaining. That’s a cozy spot to be, and all projection 
models have the team as a virtual lock to qualify for the postseason. The 
Athletic gives Vegas a 98 percent chance of making the playoffs. 
Hockey-reference has the odds at 99.3 percent and MoneyPuck has 
them at 96.4 percent. 

Nothing is guaranteed, but this is where the Golden Knights want to be. It 
wasn’t that long ago that their playoff hopes were up in the air. 

Coming out of the break, Vegas had lost four straight games, and eight of 
its last nine, to drop into third place in the division, fifth in the conference 

and 11th in the league at 29-18-4. At the time the Golden Knights had 
only a 71 percent chance of making the playoffs, which ranked fourth in 
their own division. They were only four points clear of the playoff cut line, 
and could’ve easily found themselves on the outside looking in with one 
bad weekend of hockey. 

A 71 percent chance may sound like good odds, but things change 
quickly in the NHL. Just look at last season as an example. On March 6, 
2022, Vegas was in a similar spot with a projected 85 percent chance of 
making the playoffs. The team went 0-5 on the following road trip, lost 
seven of nine games, and by March 23 had only a 28 percent chance of 
making the playoffs. From that point, the Golden Knights were chasing 
points, and never clawed their way back into position. 

The Flames have gone through a similar progression this season. 
Calgary went from looking safely in the postseason with an 81 percent 
chance on Feb. 6 to now staring up at the Western Conference with only 
a 25 percent shot. This graphic shows the opposite trajectories for Vegas 
and Calgary since early February. 

Playoff Odds 

Coach Bruce Cassidy knew how important this stretch would be. 

“We need to build this thing so that on April 16 we are rock solid, ready to 
go, and hopefully avoid the stressful situations of the last week, having to 
scoreboard-watch the whole time,” he said back on Feb. 11. “That was 
the message coming out of the break. We have a veteran group and I 
think they understand. They lived it last year. Let’s take care of business 
right now, and not have to worry about it.” 

Last season, the Golden Knights missed the playoffs for the first time, 
and the taste of that failed climb late in the season still sticks with them. 

“It was hard last year in the final 10 games, knowing how many points we 
needed to come back,” said defenseman Shea Theodore, who has been 
one of the biggest catalysts during this recent stretch of wins, with 12 
points in 12 games. “I think the importance of winning games right now 
and getting those two points, whether it’s in a shootout, overtime or 
regulation, doesn’t really matter. We’re in a good spot to set ourselves up 
for a nice playoff push down the stretch.” 

The games haven’t all been masterpieces. Vegas has let third-period 
leads slip away on multiple occasions, but managed to hang on for at 
least a point — and often two. On Sunday night, the Canadiens nearly 
rallied from a three-goal deficit, but the Golden Knights held on in the 
end. The vast majority of the last 12 games could’ve gone the opposite 
way if not for one or two key plays. Vegas has made those plays and has 
been rewarded in the standings. 

“It’s a results-oriented business,” Cassidy said Monday. “We’ve been 
winning some very close games with momentum swings both ways. As a 
coach, you’re hoping those are going your way more than the other 
team’s way, and more consistently.” 

Banking all of these points has set the team up for a less-stressful stretch 
run, where they can focus less on the standings and more on the state of 
their overall team game. 

The current projected playoff cut line in the Western Conference is at 
96.2 points. With 82 points already earned, that means the Golden 
Knights may need only 15 points over the last 19 games to qualify for the 
postseason for a fifth time in six years. For perspective, the team’s worst 
19-game stretch of the season to this point (from Dec. 27 to Jan. 28) 
earned 17 points, so even a repeat of that brutal skid would still likely be 
enough to get into the playoffs. 

That’s obviously not what Cassidy and the players are hoping for. They 
want to be playing their best hockey entering the playoffs, but relieving 
the stress of scoreboard-watching every night to get there should help, 
especially with a tough five-game road trip coming up. 

Thanks to all the points they’ve racked up lately, the Golden Knights are 
in a good spot in the standings. Now they must continue building the 
strong defensive identity they hope to carry into the postseason. 
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Golden Knights Fully Healthy Projected Lineup Post-Trade Deadline 

 

By Owen Krepps5-7 minutes 06/03/2023 

 

Every team goes through injury troubles. But after last season, the Vegas 
Golden Knights are hoping their current injury spell doesn't last much 
longer.  

After a historically good start to the season in terms of health, the Golden 
Knights are now without guys like Mark Stone, Logan Thompson, and 
Will Carrier. Now, only five players on the team have played in every 
game; William Karlsson, Reilly Smith, Phil Kessel, Brayden McNabb, and 
Chandler Stephenson. 

Outside of Robin Lehner and Nolan Patrick, who are out for the season, 
five members of the Golden Knights are currently injured. Their return to 
the lineup will now be affected by the three players the VGK added at the 
trade deadline for depth; Jonathan Quick, Ivan Barbashev, and Teddy 
Blueger. 

Let's once again go over every currently injured Golden Knights player 
and project how they will slot back into the lineup now with trade deadline 
acquisitions playing a factor in their returns. 

Golden Knight's current lineup 

Ivan Barbashev- Jack Eichel- Jonathan Marchessault 

Reilly Smith- William Karlsson- Michael Amadio 

Paul Cotter- Chandler Stephenson- Phil Kessel 

Brett Howden- Teddy Blueger- Keegan Kolesar 

Alec Martinez- Alex Pietrangelo 

Brayden McNabb- Shea Theodore 

Nicolas Hague- Zach Whitecloud 

Adin Hill/Jonathan Quick 

Scratched: Ben Hutton 

+ Will Carrier 

Similar to when we did this a couple of months ago, Will Carrier has been 
recently injured. Given that he played alongside Chandler Stephenson 
and Phil Kessel on the Golden Knight's third line in his last game played, 
it is safe to say that he will return to that spot once healthy. Paul Cotter is 
back as a scratch. 

However, it might be a while before we see Carrier again as head coach 
Bruce Cassidy labels him as out indefinitely with a lower-body injury. 

Ivan Barbashev- Jack Eichel- Jonathan Marchessault 

Reilly Smith- William Karlsson- Michael Amadio 

Will Carrier- Chandler Stephenson- Phil Kessel 

Brett Howden- Teddy Blueger- Keegan Kolesar 

Alec Martinez- Alex Pietrangelo 

Brayden McNabb- Shea Theodore 

Nicolas Hague- Zach Whitecloud 

Adin Hill/Jonathan Quick 

Scratched: Paul Cotter, Ben Hutton 

+ Nicolas Roy 

Nicolas Roy has missed the last six games with a lower-body injury. 
Since then, the team has gone out and acquired Teddy Blueger as a 
replacement fourth-line center. Both general manager Kelly McCrimmon 
and head coach Bruce Cassidy have alluded to Roy being moved to the 
wing, as a result. 

But where Roy will play is a valid question. Our best guess is that Roy 
remains in the bottom-six, and simply takes the spot of whichever 
forward is underperforming. Right now that argument could be made for 
either Brett Howden or Keegan Kolesar. 

Ivan Barbashev- Jack Eichel- Jonathan Marchessault 

Reilly Smith- William Karlsson- Michael Amadio 

Will Carrier- Chandler Stephenson- Phil Kessel 

Nicolas Roy- Teddy Blueger- Keegan Kolesar 

Alec Martinez- Alex Pietrangelo 

Brayden McNabb- Shea Theodore 

Nicolas Hague- Zach Whitecloud 

Adin Hill/Jonathan Quick 

Scratched: Paul Cotter, Ben Hutton, Brett Howden 

+ Logan Thompson and Laurent Brossoit 

Here's where things get interesting. The Golden Knight's goalie situation 
is once again very convoluted as injuries forced them to add an 
insurance goaltender in Jonathan Quick at the deadline. Given that the 
deadline has passed the VGK will carry four capable NHL goaltenders for 
the rest of the season. A decision on which two goaltenders dress will 
have to be made by Cassidy, Sean Burke, and the rest of the coaching 
staff. 

Right now the tandem that got the VGK through the majority of the 
season in Logan Thompson and Adin Hill still appears to be the most 
likely option once everyone is healthy. How the timetables with 
everything will line up is uncertain. 

But this means the VGK, if they ever get a fully healthy goaltending corps 
again, will have to send one, maybe two goaltenders to the AHL. 

Ivan Barbashev- Jack Eichel- Jonathan Marchessault 

Reilly Smith- William Karlsson- Michael Amadio 

Will Carrier- Chandler Stephenson- Phil Kessel 

Nicolas Roy- Teddy Blueger- Keegan Kolesar 

Alec Martinez- Alex Pietrangelo 

Brayden McNabb- Shea Theodore 

Nicolas Hague- Zach Whitecloud 

Logan Thompson/Adin Hill 

Scratched: Paul Cotter, Ben Hutton, Brett Howden, Jonathan Quick, 
Laurent Brossoit 

+ Mark Stone 

Lastly, the big one is captain Mark Stone, who is still recovering from his 
second back surgery in less than a year. It will be a while until Stone is 
able to return and many shifts in the Golden Knight's lineup could be 
made before then. But as of right now, we see Stone coming back on the 
first line with Jack Eichel. 
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If Eichel and Ivan Barbashev can continue their chemistry there is no 
sense in moving him to another line. This would allow the Misfit Line to 
reunite and would likely force Michael Amadio out of the lineup next. 

Ivan Barbashev- Jack Eichel- Mark Stone (c) 

Reilly Smith- William Karlsson- Jonathan Marchessault 

Will Carrier- Chandler Stephenson- Phil Kessel 

Nicolas Roy- Teddy Blueger- Keegan Kolesar 

Alec Martinez- Alex Pietrangelo 

Brayden McNabb- Shea Theodore 

Nicolas Hague- Zach Whitecloud 

Logan Thompson/Adin Hill 

Scratched: Paul Cotter, Ben Hutton, Brett Howden, Jonathan Quick, 
Laurent Brossoit, Michael Amadio. 

So now what? 

Most, if not all of the Golden Knight's currently injured players are not 
coming back in the immediate future. So Cassidy and co. have some 
time to evaluate these decisions. With the depth they added at the 
deadline, the Golden Knights now have a good problem in that they have 
too many NHL players. 

Vegas Hockey Now LOADED: 03.07.2023 

1270723 Vegas Golden Knights 

 

Daily Nuggets: Quick Gets VGK Win, Dorofeyev Recalled, NHL News 

 

By Vegas Hockey Now2-2 minutes 06/03/2023 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights, now with Jonathan Quick, Teddy Blueger, 
and Ivan Barbashev are off on a five-game road trip out East. To be 
honest, there's not a lot going on in the hockey world today. Stay tuned 
for an opinionated column later. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Vegas: The Golden Knights survived to defeat the Montreal Canadiens 
Sunday with Jonathan Quick getting his first VGK win. 

Henderson: The Golden Knights have recalled Pavel Dorofeyev for 
added reinforcement for this upcoming road trip. (Updated roster) 

West: With the trade deadline over, the Western Conference seems wide 
open. 

ICYMI: A recap of what every team did at the 2023 NHL Trade Deadline. 

TDL: The Golden Knights added both Teddy Blueger and Jonathan 
Quick, who both did not expect to get traded. 

Opinion: Grading the moves that general manager Golden Knights Kelly 
McCrimmon made at the deadline. 

Standings Update: Pacific: VGK 82, LAK 80, SEA 78 | EDM 76, CGY 67 
Central: DAL 81, MIN 78, COL 74 | WPG 74, NSH 68 

Clip of the Day: Timo Time in New Jersey. 

NHL News, and National Hockey Now 

San Jose: general manager Mike Grier discusses what's next for the San 
Jose Sharks. 

Boston: The Boston Bruins remain on fire and are the favorites to win the 
Stanley Cup. 

Florida: The Florida Panthers are in win-now mode as their playoff hopes 
are on the line. 

Detroit: The Detroit Red Wings have now lost six-straight games and 
their playoff hopes are fading. 

Vegas Hockey Now LOADED: 03.07.2023 

1270734 Websites 

 

The NHL’s 10 biggest disappointments of the 2022-23 season so far 

 

Harman Dayal15-19 minutes 07/03/2023 

 

The NHL is a harsh, results-focused business. 

What a player did last season or years before doesn’t really matter, it’s all 
about what value you’re getting today. The scrutiny of individual 
performances has only escalated because of the flat salary cap climate 
where players need to live up to their cap hits for a team to have 
success. There can’t be any passengers. 

Here are the NHL’s 10 biggest disappointments this season (only 
players, no coaches or GMs), in no particular order. 

Jonathan Huberdeau, Calgary Flames 

Calgary had a strong foundation in place with Darryl Sutter’s disciplined, 
structured style but needed somebody to partially replace the star-level 
value that Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk provided. 
Huberdeau, who was tied with Gaudreau for second in the Art Ross 
Trophy race with 115 points last season, seemed like a slam dunk bet as 
the centerpiece of the Tkachuk blockbuster. 

I don’t think anybody expected a repeat of that 115-point campaign, but 
Huberdeau had handily eclipsed the point-per-game mark the last four 
years. The 29-year-old winger’s production has cratered with just 40 
points in 60 games. That’s a 54-point pace which would amount to a 
whopping 61-point decline. 

Why the catastrophic drop-off? Well, it’s not solely Huberdeau’s fault. 

For starters, he went from one of the most freewheeling offensive 
environments in Florida to Sutter’s demanding, disciplined system which 
has a steep learning curve to adjust to. Nazem Kadri went from 87 points 
in 71 games in Colorado to 45 points in 63 games in Calgary this season 
as well. Kadri’s tapered production has nothing to with his play, only the 
environment and lack of elite offensive talent around him. 

The Matthew Tkachuk-Jonathan Huberdeau blockbuster was a trade the 
likes of which the NHL had never seen.@jkamckenzie on a whirlwind ride 
of trade calls, bruised egos and star power changing laundry in hockey. 

— The Athletic (@TheAthletic) November 15, 2022 

It’s been difficult to find the right linemate combination too. Huberdeau is 
extremely talented but he’s not the elite transition puck carrier that 
Gaudreau was. With the Panthers, a big chunk of the puck transportation 
responsibilities on Huberdeau’s line last season was picked up by the 
speedy Anthony Duclair, who’s a high-end player at creating zone 
entries. In Calgary, Huberdeau’s been left on an island in that regard. 
Tyler Toffoli and Milan Lucic are the two wingers who’ve shared the most 
five-on-five minutes with Huberdeau — both are slow and can’t transport 
the puck. 

It’s also impossible to ignore the mental impact of a shocking trade that 
boots you out of an organization you loved, to a new country and off-ice 
setting. 
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Individually, Huberdeau has failed to build chemistry with anybody as a 
playmaker, lacked decisiveness as a shooter, and hasn’t been able to 
spark a struggling power play. 

There’s been some tough finishing luck as well, with a deflated on-ice 
shooting percentage that should modestly reverse. 

All of those factors combined have led to this disappointing result. 

Oliver Ekman-Larsson, Vancouver Canucks 

Oliver Ekman-Larsson pieced together a renaissance season in 
Vancouver last year. The offense didn’t look like it was ever going to 
come back to its previous elite level, but Ekman-Larsson found a way to 
author the best defensive season of his career. OEL was around break-
even in controlling shots, scoring chances and had a positive five-on-five 
goal differential despite playing the toughest matchups on the Canucks’ 
blue line, with a mediocre partner in Tyler Myers. 

Ekman-Larsson’s steady two-way play was quietly a major catalyst 
behind the club’s storybook turnaround under Bruce Boudreau. 

This year, OEL’s play isn’t even recognizable. He looks completely 
washed. Ekman-Larsson’s lost all the agility, speed and acceleration of 
his skating which has made him a complete liability defending the rush 
and moving the puck. It’s far too easy for attackers to completely blow by 
him and create odd-man chances at will. 

With Ekman-Larsson on the ice, the Canucks have been outscored by a 
whopping 22 goals at five-on-five. Vancouver’s penalty kill, which he’s 
been a regular part of, is dead last in the NHL. OEL has been worth -1.2 
wins according to colleague Dom Luszczyszyn’s GSVA model. 

With four years left on Ekman-Larsson’s contract after this season, the 
Canucks may have to consider a summer buyout. 

Jack Campbell, Edmonton Oilers 

After streaky, inconsistent play from Mike Smith and Mikko Koskinen, 
one of the Oilers’ top offseason priorities was upgrading in net. It was a 
challenging time to be shopping for goalie help because there was a 
surplus of teams in need of upgrades and a shortage of quality 
goaltenders. Edmonton decided to be aggressive regardless, signing 
Jack Campbell to a five-year, $25-million contract. 

Less than a year in, many look at it as one of the riskiest contracts in the 
league. 

Campbell’s -22.5 goals above expected according to Evolving-Hockey’s 
model ranks third-to-last in the NHL, ahead of only Spencer Martin and 
Elvis Merzlikins. 

Edmonton’s been bailed out by the emergence of Stuart Skinner. 
Skinner’s notched a .912 save percentage and saved 11.5 goals above 
expected. Credit the Oilers for quickly signing him to an extension with a 
$2.6 million cap hit for the next three years after this one — it ensures 
they’ll at least have some cost certainty and a probable bargain to offset 
the inefficient value of Campbell’s deal. 

One reason for hope is that Campbell’s overcome tremendous adversity 
in his career before. He knows what it’s like to have sky-high 
expectations, fail and then bounce back — that’s what happened when 
he was drafted No.11 by the Stars, struggled in the minors for years and 
then rebuilt his stock in Toronto. Hopefully, that resilience can come in 
handy. 

Aaron Ekblad, Florida Panthers 

The biggest disappointment of the Florida Panthers is arguably Paul 
Maurice. The Panthers have tanked compared to last year under his 
watch, meanwhile, the Winnipeg Jets, the team he left behind, have 
soared back as a playoff team without him. 

Florida’s problems span beyond the coaching though and it starts with 
Aaron Ekblad. 

Last season, the 27-year-old right-shot defenseman finished sixth in 
Norris Trophy voting and probably would have finished higher if he had 
played more than 61 games. Ekblad scored 15 goals and 57 points in 
those 61 games, in addition to pitching monster two-way results and 
helping drive 67 goals for and just 40 against during his five-on-five 
minutes. 

Ekblad just hasn’t been the same this year without MacKenzie Weegar. 
He’s scored just 28 points in 53 games with his defensive play 
simultaneously falling off a cliff. Ekblad’s bleeding shots. His expected 
goals against is at the second-highest rate of all Panthers defensemen, 
with his 3.37 actual goals against per 60 minutes rate ranking worst 
among the club’s defenders by a longshot. 

Ekblad’s looked so much slower and has had a tough time handling the 
speed of top forwards. He’s been impaired by nagging injuries this 
season but that’s part of the problem — Ekblad (and Aleksander Barkov 
for that matter) has had a hard time staying healthy in his career. 

Jeff Carter, Pittsburgh Penguins 

If you ever want to induce nightmares in a Penguins fan, just say the 
words “third line.” Pittsburgh’s featured one of the worst bottom-six 
groups in the NHL this season and the issues have started with an 
overpaid, ineffective third line anchored by Jeff Carter. Carter, Kasperi 
Kapanen and Brock McGinn combined for over $9 million as a line at one 
point while providing near-zero value. 

Kapanen and McGinn found new homes recently, but the Penguins are 
stuck with Carter, who has another year left after this one at a $3.125 
million cap hit and a no-movement clause. Carter potted 19 goals and 45 
points in 76 games last year but has just nine goals and 23 points in 59 
games this season. He’s scored just 12 five-on-five points the entire 
season. All of that is on top of the decline in his two-way results. 

The inability to ice an effective third line is especially frustrating because 
the Penguins have lost solid top-nine forwards like Jared McCann, 
Brandon Tanev, Frederick Gaudreau and Evan Rodrigues over the 
years. 

Ron Hextall’s Mikael Granlund experiment better give Carter and that line 
a major lift, otherwise, he and the rest of his front office could be in 
trouble. 

John Klingberg, Minnesota Wild/Anaheim Ducks 

It’s remarkable how much money John Klingberg has potentially missed 
out on. 

It was just over 12 months or so ago that Klingberg was reportedly 
seeking an eight-year extension with the Stars worth more than $60 
million. Klingberg overvalued himself, misplaying his hand in both 
extension talks and on the open market. Between those routes, he 
probably could have secured a sizable long-term contract but in the end, 
he had to settle for a one-year, $7 million contract with the Ducks. 

The fact that a fourth-round pick in 2025 (and marginal prospect Nikita 
Nesterenko) was the best Anaheim could get for him at the trade 
deadline is a testament to how sharply his value has plummeted. It was a 
disappointing fit in SoCal — the Ducks didn’t get the steady, veteran 
presence on the back end they were hoping for following Hampus 
Lindholm and Josh Manson’s departures and Klingberg hasn’t had the 
type of campaign that will rebuild his stock heading into another round of 
free agency. 

Klingberg’s been a mess defensively and wasn’t even able to hang onto 
PP1 responsibilities, losing that role to Cam Fowler over time. Hopefully, 
things can turn around with a fresh start in Minnesota. 

Jacob Markstrom, Calgary Flames 

It feels like every time I tune into a Flames game the shots are like 37-7 
in favor of Calgary and yet they’re down 3-1 or something. 
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The offensive struggles could have been seen coming given that two-
thirds of the ridiculously productive top line from last year departed, but 
the lack of stability in net has been a big surprise. 

Jacob Markstrom finished second in Vezina Trophy voting last season 
but is now rocking an .890 save percentage. He just hasn’t looked 
comfortable since imploding against the Oilers in the second round of the 
playoffs last spring. Dan Vladar hasn’t been much better either. The 
Flames have elite goalie prospect Dustin Wolf in the AHL stewing, so 
help could be coming as soon as next season, but Markstrom’s dramatic 
fall from last year’s elite form is one of the biggest reasons for the club’s 
fading playoff hopes. 

Colton Parayko, St. Louis Blues 

Honestly, you could have put any four of the Blues’ expensive, veteran 
defencemen on this list of disappointments. Parayko, Torey Krug, Nick 
Leddy and Justin Faulk make a combined $23.5 million — or about 28.5 
percent of the salary cap ceiling — and yet St. Lous’ play from the back 
end has been near disastrous. 

Krug is nothing more than an offensive specialist at this stage and even 
then, he’s only been able to muster 23 points in 44 games. Leddy flat-out 
can’t drive play like a top-four defender anymore despite making $4 
million per year for another three seasons after this one. Justin Faulk 
finished 16th in Norris voting last year and while he’s still a talented 
player, he’s made more mistakes than usual and has seen his underlying 
numbers crumble. 

The leader of this blue line is ultimately Colton Parayko, though. He’s 
leaned on to be the No.1 defender but hasn’t been close to good enough. 
Parayko’s showing that he can’t anchor a top pair on his own. The back 
injury he suffered a couple of years ago definitely hasn’t helped, nor has 
the fact that the Blues don’t have a competent partner for him. I still think 
Parayko can be a handy top-four defenseman, but he won’t hit the 
tantalizing potential many once saw in him. 

Overall, the Blues’ top-four is overpaid, aging and unfortunately all signed 
to contracts with notable term left. 

Anthony Mantha, Washington Capitals 

It’s incredible how poorly the Anthony Mantha/Jakub Vrana trade worked 
for both sides given how much talent and promise each player offered at 
the time of the trade. Vrana was ultimately shipped at the deadline to the 
Blues at 50 percent retained for a seventh-round pick and AHL player. 
Mantha is still providing some value to the Capitals, but they’d surely be 
better off with $5.7 million in cap space rather than having that amount 
tied up into the polarizing winger. 

Mantha was expected to be a core piece for Washington, but he’s been 
increasingly marginalized. The 28-year-old winger has scored 24 points 
in 56 games but was an occasional healthy scratch in early January and 
saw his minutes sharply dip. Mantha’s ice time started ticking significantly 
higher again by the middle of January but he’s failed to seize the 
opportunity — scoring just one goal and six points in his last 25 games. 

Marcus Foligno, Minnesota Wild 

This unfortunate distinction could have gone to any number of the Wild’s 
middle-six forwards. Ryan Hartman, for example, went from centering the 
top line and scoring 34 goals and 65 points to producing far less, battling 
injury and taking way too many costly penalties. Jordan Greenway, who 
was traded to Buffalo at the deadline, registered just two goals and seven 
points in 45 games, all while looking totally uninspired. 

Marcus Foligno’s decline feels extra prominent though because he’s one 
of the most important leaders of the club. Foligno notched 23 goals and 
42 points last season. But beyond that, he was a significant contributor to 
one of the best checking lines in all of hockey alongside Joel Eriksson-Ek 
and Greenway. Between 2019-20 and 2021-22, The GREEF Line 
boasted absolutely dominant two-way numbers and outscored opponents 
by a whopping 52-16 at five-on-five. 

This year, Foligno’s mustered just five goals and 16 points in 49 games, 
along with an expected goal differential below 50 percent for the first time 
in his six seasons with the Wild. 

The combined secondary scoring drought of the aforementioned 
forwards, coupled with the departure of Kevin Fiala, explains why 
Minnesota’s gone from No.2 to No.31 in the span of one year in five-on-
five goal-scoring rate. 

Honorable mentions 

Thatcher Demko, Vancouver Canucks: Demko was seen as a darkhorse 
Vezina Trophy possibility going into this season by some. The Canucks 
defended very poorly in front of him, but Demko still faltered with an .883 
save percentage through 15 games before being sidelined with an injury 
against the Panthers in December. He’s been excellent in three games 
since returning in late February so we’ll see if he can finish strong. 

Cal Petersen and Jonathan Quick, Los Angeles Kings: Given the money 
invested, the Kings would have hoped that one of Petersen or Quick 
could get the job done this season. Neither could, unfortunately. 
Petersen was demoted to the AHL and Quick was traded to the Blue 
Jackets as part of the Joonas Korpisalo and Vladislav Gavrikov trade. 
The Kings’ heavy reliance on AHL journey Pheonix Copley before that 
trade says a lot about how dire the situation got. 

Ivan Provorov, Philadelphia Flyers: Tony DeAngelo was acquired as an 
important piece to complement Provorov and stabilize the top pair. 
Provorov and DeAngelo didn’t quite mesh, however, and it’s becoming 
increasingly clear that Provorov isn’t really fit being a No.1. 

Jacob Trouba, New York Rangers: Trouba can hit like a truck which is a 
rare, intimidating and valuable asset. But he hasn’t looked right aside 
from that. Trouba’s chipped in with just 20 points in 63 games which is a 
problem because his defensive play has been extremely inconsistent. He 
can’t really handle the puck and lacks the high-end IQ to be in sound 
defensive positions. He’s reportedly been playing through a nagging 
injury since the start of the season so that could explain a lot. 
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2023 NHL Draft prospects: Bedard No. 1 on Corey Pronman’s ranking, 
Fantilli and Michkov next 

 

Corey Pronman46-58 minutes 07/03/2023 

 

If the theme of December and January was how special Connor Bedard 
is and how he’s distinguished himself, the time since then has been all 
about the play of Adam Fantilli in college and Matvei Michkov in Russia. 
Both players have been on fire in the second half of their seasons, 
lighting up the NCAA and KHL respectively. They have separated 
themselves from the pack — a pack that, in my view, includes top 
prospect Leo Carlsson, though not every scout I talk to agrees with this 
assessment. Some have Carlsson in the mix to be picked over either of 
them. 

Michkov’s “separation” requires an asterisk due to his KHL contract 
through the 2025-26 season, among other variables that could impact 
where he ultimately gets picked on draft day, but as a pure player, he is a 
special talent. 

The 2023 NHL Draft is defined by those top three prospects — Bedard, 
Fantilli and Michkov. Each one of them is a No. 1 overall pick type of 
prospect. They are worth losing games for in the closing weeks of this 
NHL season. 

The top of the draft is quite good, and for that reason, I think this is an 
above-average draft class. The body/depth of the draft looks rather 
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standard to other classes though. It is a forward-heavy draft, with one 
defenseman in my top 10 and four in my top 20, although there are nine 
in my top 32. 

The big draft event that took place recently was the U18 Four Nations in 
Finland, which resulted in some minor movement in my rankings among 
the American and European top prospects. 

Notable changes from my last draft ranking: 

Distinguishing Fantilli and Michkov from Carlsson 

Nate Danielson elevated a tier 

Colby Barlow elevated a tier 

Ryan Leonard elevated a tier 

Eduard Sale demoted a tier 

Gavin McCarthy and Gavin Brindley added to the top group of prospects 

Jakub Dvorak, Michael Hrabal and Otto Stenberg removed from the top 
group of prospects 

Player comparables are introduced for the first time to this year’s crop. 
This is my best guess at a realistic outcome for players in this draft class. 
Note that at the very top of the draft, it is often more difficult to find direct 
comparables than it is for the mid- to late-first-round types where there 
are more players to pick from. 

Ranked players are placed into tiers and given tool grades. Tool grades 
are based on a scale with six separate levels, with an eye toward how 
this attribute would grade in the NHL (poor, below average, average, 
above average, high-end and elite). “Average” on this scale means the 
tool projects as NHL average, which is meant as a positive, not a 
criticism. Skating, puck skills, hockey sense and compete for every 
projected NHL player are graded. Shot grades are only included if a shot 
is notably good or poor. 

Projected bubble generational player and elite NHL player (Tier 1) 

1. Connor Bedard, C, Regina (WHL) 

Jul. 17, 2005 | 5′ 9.75″ | 185 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 1 

Tier: Projected bubble generational player and elite NHL player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: Elite 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Elite 

Player comparable: David Pastrnak 

Background: Bedard has been the clear best player in the WHL this 
season . He had one of the best individual performances ever in a single 
world junior, being named MVP of the tournament. He was a top player 
for Canada’s U18 and U20 team during his 16-year-old season too while 
scoring 100 points in the WHL that same season. He was one of the best 
players at the 2021 U18 World Championships as a 15-year-old. 

Analysis: Bedard is a potential franchise-changing No. 1 prospect. His 
skill and shot are legit gamebreaking attributes. His ability to beat 
defenders one-on-one is among the best I’ve ever seen by a 17-year-old, 
and the pace at which he displays that elite skill is going to allow him to 
execute those type of skilled plays in the NHL. Bedard is a highly-
imaginative puckhandler and a very creative passer. That, combined with 
the fact his wrist shot is a top-tier NHL weapon from anywhere in the 
offensive zone, makes him a projected nigthmare for NHL coaches to 
stop on the power play. The only downside to his game is his frame, 

which has some scouts wondering if he gets pushed off to the wing in the 
NHL. He isn’t a pushover though, as he plays hard, and has a physical 
edge in his game. Given his success as a junior center, his strong 
skating and his high compete level, I think whoever drafts him will have to 
try him down the middle and move to the wing if it doesn’t work. If he is a 
wing, he could still have a potential Patrick Kane/Nikita Kucherov type of 
impact on a franchise. 

Projected elite NHL player (Tier 2) 

2. Matvei Michkov, RW, Sochi (RUSSIA) 

Dec. 9, 2004 | 5′ 10.0″ | 172 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 3 

Tier: Projected elite NHL player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Elite 

Hockey sense: Elite 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Player comparable: Nikita Kucherov 

Background: Michkov posted huge numbers in Russia’s second tier pro 
league before being loaned to one of the worst teams in the KHL in 
Sochi. With Sochi he was one of the most productive first-year draft 
eligible players ever in the KHL. Hs owns the best 17-year-old season in 
Russia’s junior league history, besting Nikita Kucherov. He is second 
among their 16-year-old seasons, narrowly trailing Kucherov. He led 
SKA’s MHL team to a championship in 2022, scoring 13 goals in 17 
junior games. He scored three goals in two games at the cancelled 2022 
world juniors. At the 2021 Hlinka Gretzky he scored eight goals and 13 
points in five games leading Russia to gold. At the 2021 U18 World 
Championships he was named tournament MVP, scoring 12 goals and 
16 points in 7 games. 

Analysis: Michkov is one of the very best first-year draft eligibles I’ve ever 
seen from inside the offensive blue line. He has truly special offensive 
skill and hockey sense. His mind operates differently from other players 
in how he sees the play develop and always seems to find ways to figure 
into scoring chances despite not being the biggest or fastest. His mind is 
special, but he’s freakishly skilled with the puck too and can make elite 
stickhandling plays seem routine. He can make plays at a high level, but 
Michkov is a finisher who will score a lot of goals as a pro. His skating is 
more elusive than fast and I wouldn’t call him a high-energy type, 
although he gets to the net to create. He’s signed 
(https://theathletic.com/2994248/2021/12/08/matvei-michkov-will-be-an-
nhl-star-but-his-long-khl-contract-commits-him-to-russia-for-years-to-
come/) in the KHL through the 2025-26 season, but when he arrives in 
the NHL he projects as a game-breaking elite scoring winger in the NHL. 

3. Adam Fantilli, C, Michigan (BIG10) 

Oct. 12, 2004 | 6′ 2.0″ | 195 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 2 

Tier: Projected elite NHL player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Elite 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: High-end 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Jonathan Toews 
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Background: Fantilli is in the midst of one of the best seasons ever by a 
first-year draft eligible in college in the modern era. He had one of the 
best underage seasons ever in the USHL in 2021-22. The prior season 
he was named MVP of the USHL playoffs in Chicago’s run to a 
championship in 2021. Internationally his record isn’t as stellar. He 
played OK in a limited role at the world juniors this season and was 
productive but not amazing at the U18 Worlds in 2022. 

Analysis: There’s so much to love about Fantilli’s NHL projection. He’s 
got a huge frame, skates well and competes very hard. He wins a lot of 
battles and isn’t shy to use his big frame to lay out opponents. He has 
gamebreaking puck skills and will be able to beat NHL opponents 
regularly with his puckhandling, especially given his speed and 
wingspan. His playmaking isn’t the main thing that gets you excited about 
his game, but Fantilli can make difficult passes and has strong enough 
sense to create chances in the NHL. His shot is also a threat from range. 
That he can create with so much pace is what makes him exciting from 
an NHL perspective. He checks every box and projects as a No. 1 center 
on a good NHL team. 

Projected NHL All-Star (Tier 4) 

4. Leo Carlsson, C, Orebro (SWEDEN) 

Dec. 26, 2004 | 6′ 3.0″ | 198 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 4 

Tier: Projected NHL All-Star 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: High-end 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Mikko Rantanen 

Background: Carlsson has been an important player for Orebro in the 
SHL this season, getting top-nine minutes at even strength and often on 
their top power-play unit. He is one of the more productive first-year draft 
eligibles in the SHL in modern history. He was a top player for Sweden’s 
world juniors team. 

Analysis: Carlsson has has elite skill, which when combined with his 
frame and a strong motor, has allowed to him to be a very good player in 
a great league as a draft eligible. Carlsson routinely shows the ability to 
beat pro defenders with skill. He gets a ton of chances in the high-
percentage areas, both due to his hands and his willingness to attack the 
net. He’s an excellent playmaker as well with a very imaginative offensive 
mind who can run a pro power play and often played the flank in the SHL 
on the man advantage. His only drawback is a lack of true separation 
speed. I’ve seen worse feet on a 6-foot-3 guy, but he won’t be turning 
NHL defensemen around. He’s listed as a center, and has dabbled at it 
at the J20 level, but for the most part over the last two years I’ve seen 
him play wing. 

Projected top of the lineup player (Tier 6) 

5. Nate Danielson, C, Brandon (WHL) 

Sep. 27, 2004 | 6′ 1.5″ | 185 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 9 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Dylan Cozens 

Background: Danielson was named co-captain of his WHL team during 
his draft season and has played a big all-situations role for Brandon. He 
is one of the top play-drivers in the WHL this season and was over a 
point per game the prior season. He was invited to Canada’s U20 camp 
in the summer and their U18 camp the prior summer. He was the No. 5 
pick in his WHL Bantam Draft. 

Analysis: Danielson is a well-rounded center who has a lot of NHL traits. 
He’s a big body who skates and competes well which, when combined 
with his offensive touch, allows him to be effective in a lot of situations. 
He has an excellent stick, and is able to beat defenders with skill at NHL 
speeds often. He makes a lot of plays with pace but also shows the 
vision and shot threat to run a power play off the edge. Danielson is a 
competitive two-way center who wins a good share of puck battles and 
can kill penalties. He looks like a potential high-in-the-lineup all-situations 
center in the NHL. 

6. William Smith, C, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Mar. 17, 2005 | 5′ 11.75″ | 178 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 5 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Evgeny Kuznetsov 

Background: Smith is the No. 1 center and leading player on this year’s 
U.S. NTDP team. He has been one of the most productive players ever 
in their U18 season with the program. Smith was invited to USA’s world 
juniors camp but was cut. He is committed to Boston College. 

Analysis: Smith is a dynamic offensive player who stands out every game 
with his talent. He has tremendous puck skills, vision and overall 
offensive creativity and projects to be a major asset on an NHL power 
play. He skates well and makes so many high-difficulty plays at a strong 
pace, which lends well to his pro projection. Smith is a high-end passer 
who is also able to finish chances from the dots. The only real wart in his 
game is I wouldn’t call him an overly-physical or high-energy player. I 
don’t think he lacks effort. He’s around the puck a ton whenever he’s on 
the ice and even at times killed penalties for the program. 

7. David Reinbacher, D, Kloten (SWISS) 

Oct. 25, 2004 | 6′ 2.0″ | 185 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 6 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Brett Pesce 

Background: Reinbacher was a top-four defenseman for his NLA team 
this season. He had the second most productive draft season by a player 
in NLA history, behind Auston Matthews, and the best by a defenseman. 
He was a top player for Austria at the 2023 world juniors. He played 
regular minutes for Autria’s senior team at the Deutschland Cup. He 
played for Austria’s U20 team at the 2022 world juniors as well. 
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Analysis: Reinbacher is an excellent all-around defenseman. His mobility 
stands out immediately, especially as a 6-foot-2 right-shot defender. 
Reinbacher’s gap control is quite strong, killing a lot of plays due to his 
feet. He can close on guys with his body too, and shows a high compete 
level to win back pucks. He’s very polished defensively for such a young 
player, and projects to shut down good NHL forwards. He’s able to both 
skate and pass pucks up ice. His offensive touch isn’t elite, but he has 
creativity with the puck and sees the ice well. He projects as a two-way 
top pair defenseman. 

8. Danil But, LW, Yaroslavl (RUSSIA) 

Feb. 15, 2005 | 6′ 5.0″ | 203 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 8 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Alex Tuch 

Background: But has been one of the top forwards in Russia’s junior 
league this season and was a near-point-per-game player in the league 
the prior season. He earned limited ice time with Lokomotiv’s KHL team. 
Both Loko’s MHL and KHL teams were top clubs this season. But suited 
up for Russia’s U18 team as a 16-year-old at the Hlinka Gretzky, Black 
Sea Cup and the European Youth Olympics. His father Anton But played 
professional hockey in the KHL and Russian Super League for 17 
seasons. 

Analysis: But is a large, highly-skilled forward who can score. But makes 
a lot of crafty plays with the puck in small areas, and with his massive 
wingspan he’s able to pull pucks past a lot of checkers. He can both 
make and finish plays well, but he’s more of a goal scorer with a shot that 
can score from range. But isn’t blazing fast and his stride technique is 
just OK, but for a 6-foot-5 guy he can motor up the ice quite well, has a 
strong first step and he’ll be able to power his way to the net off rushes at 
higher levels. He gives a solid effort and is often involved in the play. 
Even though I don’t see a high-end trait other than his size, But checks 
every box and projects to be a major part of an NHL lineup. 

Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player (Tier 7) 

9. Colby Barlow, LW, Owen Sound (OHL) 

Feb. 14, 2005 | 6′ 0.25″ | 193 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 18 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Player comparable: Carter Verhaeghe 

Background: Barlow is one of the top-scoring and shot-generating 
forwards in the OHL this season. He scored 30 goals in 59 games as a 
16-year-old in the OHL. He was a member of Canada’s Hlinka Gretzky 
team, where he played a big role and scored five points in five games 
despite no power-play time. He was the eighth pick in his OHL Draft. 

Analysis: Barlow is a well-rounded winger. He is a strong skater who can 
transport pucks through the neutral zone. He’s a hard-working forward 
who has some physicality, can kill penalties, and is quite physically 
advanced for his age. Offensively he has excellent stick skills and a great 
shot. He’s a threat to score off the rush and from a standstill with his one-
timer. Barlow’s playmaking isn’t his selling point, but it’s good enough, 
especially with how skilled he is at creating scoring opportunities for 
himself. He projects as a high-in-the-lineup wing who can play on both 
special teams in the NHL. 

10. Samuel Honzek, LW, Vancouver (WHL) 

Nov. 12, 2004 | 6′ 3.5″ | 186 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 11 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Pavel Zacha 

Background: Honzek has been an all-situations winger for Vancouver. A 
leg cut suffered at the world juniors kept him out for several months. 
Honzek played for Slovakia in the summer 2022 world juniors. He got an 
invite to their senior team camp in the spring of 2022. He was a part of 
the Hlinka Gretzky team that won silver. 

Analysis: Honzek’s game is exciting from a pro projection standpoint. 
He’s a big forward who can skate well, which when combined with the 
offense he’s showing makes for a well-rounded player. I don’t think he’s 
amazing with the puck, but he has good hands and can make tough 
plays. In the WHL he ran the power play from the flank but that likely 
won’t be his role as a pro. Off the puck he shows good details, and a 
strong work rate. He wins a lot of battles and can kill penalties. Honzek 
dabbled at center for a couple of WHL games but is likely a winger as a 
pro. Even as a wing he projects to be an important two-way player for an 
NHL team. 

11. Dalibor Dvorsky, C, Aik (SWEDEN-2) 

Jun. 15, 2005 | 6′ 1.0″ | 201 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 13 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Ryan Strome 

Background: Dvorsky’s play has been up and down this season versus 
men but he has been quite strong at the junior level in Sweden. He was 
an important part of Slovakia’s U20 team in both the winter and summer 
world juniors. He was the second leading scorer of the 2021 Hlinka 
Gretzky Cup behind Michkov. He was a top player at the U18 Worlds B 
Pool in 2022, leading Slovakia to promotion. 

Analysis: Dvorsky is quite dangerous inside the offensive zone He has 
excellent puck skills in small areas and can make checkers miss routinely 
in open ice. He can make tough plays and find seams. He excels as a 
goal scorer, though, with a wrist shot and one timer that he can often 
finish from range. Dvorsky’s compete is good enough, he wins puck 
battles and he isn’t shy from using his body, but I’d like to see less 
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perimeter play from him and more consistency overall. His footspeed is 
also going to be an issue for higher levels.I think with his offensive talent 
he finds a way to be a good top-six forward despite his skating, but I’m 
less sure whether he sticks down the middle or has to be a winger. 

12. Brayden Yager, C, Moose Jaw (WHL) 

Jan. 3, 2005 | 5′ 10.5″ | 166 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 14 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Player comparable: Travis Konecny 

Background: Yager is an important all-situations center for Moose Jaw 
this season. He scored 34 goals in 63 WHL games as a 16-year-old 
being named CHL Rookie of the Year. He also scored 18 points in 24 
WHL games as a 15-year-old. He was the best player at the 2022 Hlinka 
Gretzky Cup, leading Canada to gold. Yager was the third pick in his 
WHL Bantam Draft. 

Analysis: Yager is a player with a pro-style game. He plays with a lot of 
speed and energy, showing the ability to carry pucks up the ice and 
make skilled plays with pace. He’s not the biggest center, but Yager 
plays hard, showing a commitment to making plays without the puck and 
winning a lot of battles even though he’s not overly physical. His main 
offensive weapon is his shot, which is high end due to his great 
technique and accuracy, but he does have the slick hands and vision to 
beat defenses in other ways. He didn’t score goals this season like I 
thought he would with his shot, but I believe he will in future seasons. At 
his size there will be questions about whether he’s an actual NHL center 
despite his skating and effort. My comparable for him is an NHL wing, 
reflecting the risk in his projection at that position, but I see a reality 
where he turns into a Vincent Trocheck type. 

13. Zach Benson, LW, Winnipeg (WHL) 

May. 12, 2005 | 5′ 9.0″ | 160 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 12 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Jonathan Marchessault 

Background: Benson is one of the top forwards in the WHL, being a 
leading player for a top-ranked team for two years in a row. He’s been an 
all-situations player in the WHL for a while, including on a premier club as 
a 16-year-old. He scored 20 points in 24 WHL games as a 15-year-old. 
He was a top forward for Canada’s U18 team. He was the 14th pick in his 
WHL Bantam Draft. 

Analysis: Benson has a ton of creativity and offense in his game. He 
makes high-end skill plays routinely, he’s one of the better passers in 
junior and projects to be a major asset on an NHL power play. Benson 
lacks ideal size at 5-foot-9, but he’s relentless in puck battles often 
coming out with the puck despite his frame. He’s a responsible, detailed 
defensive player who is an asset without the puck. His frame, combined 
with a lack of separation speed, is a concern, though, for his NHL 

projection even though he’s got good quickness in tight. There is a fair 
amount of risk on his projection, but his strong compete and tremendous 
skill plus track record of scoring, makes you think there is still a very 
good chance he can become a quality top-six wing in the NHL. 

14. Oliver Moore, C, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Jan. 22, 2005 | 5′ 11.0″ | 188 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 10 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: High-end 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Alex Newhook 

Background: Moore has often been the second-line center for the U.S. 
NTDP this season. He runs USA’s second power-play unit and is their 
top penalty killer. He is committed to the University of Minnesota. 

Analysis: Moore is the best skater in the draft. He has very good speed 
and his edgework is NHL-elite caliber. He evades pressure so well and is 
able to go from a stop to a fast gear very quickly. He has very good 
hands to go with those feet and projects to get a ton of controlled zone 
entries in the NHL. I don’t think his playmaking is a major asset, but he 
can make plays and looks comfortable on the power play both as a 
shooter and passer. Moore lacks size, and isn’t overly physical, but he’s 
a worker. He gets to the net, comes back hard on defense and coaches 
trust him in tough situations. He has a ton of NHL projectability and looks 
like a potential quality top-two line center. 

15. Ryan Leonard, RW, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Jan. 21, 2005 | 5′ 11.5″ | 190 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 16 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Artturi Lehkonen 

Background: Leonard has often been the top-line right wing on the U.S. 
NTDP playing a ton of minutes in all situations. He was invited to USA’s 
world juniors camp but was cut. He played the most out of all the 2005-
born players with the 2004 age group in the 2022 season. Leonard 
scored five goals and six points in five games at the 2022 U18 World 
Championships. He is committed to Boston College. 

Analysis: Leonard is a versatile winger with a lot of elements to his game 
that an NHL coach will covet. He’s a strong skater who competes well, 
with a direct style of play and despite an average-sized frame he shows 
no fear of engaging in physical play. He combines that with excellent 
hands and an ability to make highly-skilled plays with the puck at full 
speed. His playmaking isn’t great but there’s vision and finishing ability in 
his game to score at higher levels. Leonard may never truly stand out at 
either end of the ice, but he will never give a coach a reason to sit him 
and projects as a quality top-six wing. 

16. Eduard Sale, LW, Brno (CZECHIA) 
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Mar. 10, 2005 | 6′ 2.0″ | 174 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 7 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Player comparable: Rickard Rakell 

Background: Sale has played a limited minutes role for his pro team in 
Czechia’s top league. He played a major role in Czechia’s U20 team that 
won silver. His play with Czechia’s U18 team has been quite 
inconsistent, including a disappointing U18 Four Nations in February 
where he only recorded one point. At the U18 World Championships 
alternatively in 2022, he was one of the best forwards there with nine 
points in six games. Barrie in the OHL selected Sale in the CHL Import 
Draft. 

Analysis: Sale’s toolkit is exciting. He’s a good-sized winger who skates 
quite well and has a ton of natural offensive abilities. He has the hands to 
beat NHL defensemen regularly and with his length and speed he’ll be 
able to drive play at even strength. Sale is a great passer who can run a 
power play well and hit seams at a strong clip. He can shoot the puck 
well enough but is better as a passer for me. His compete is OK. I 
wouldn’t call him a physical or high-energy type of player, but he shows 
enough courage to get to the net. I would like to see him be more 
consistent as there’s too many nights I watch him have little impact, even 
if he can take over games other nights. 

17. Dmitriy Simashev, D, Yaroslavl (RUSSIA) 

Feb. 4, 2005 | 6′ 4.0″ | 198 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 15 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Player comparable: Travis Sanheim 

Background: Simashev made a strong KHL team out of camp as a 17-
year-old defenseman before being sent back to junior, although he came 
up to Lokomotiv at times during the rest of the season. At the junior level, 
he didn’t post huge offensive numbers, but he’s played a significant role 
on a top junior team in Russia. He represented Russia’s U18 team in the 
2022 season at the European Youth Olympics and the Black Sea Cup. 

Analysis: Simashev a toolsy defenseman as a 6-foot-4 blueliner who 
skates quite well for his size. He’s not dynamic offensively, but he has 
good puck skills, can beat checkers one-on-one with his hands, makes a 
solid outlet pass and makes some plays from the offensive blue line. He’s 
smooth and solid defensively, being good on his gaps and retrievals and 
doesn’t mind using his big frame, even though I wouldn’t call him overly 
mean to play against. There’s a lot working in his favor. There is some 
debate on how much offense he has, but I think he has offense, and on a 
lesser junior team he would have scored more. I see a lot of indicators of 
a strong top-four NHL defenseman. 

Middle of the lineup player or starting goaltender (Tier 8) 

18. Axel Sandin Pellikka, D, Skelleftea (SWEDEN) 

Mar. 11, 2005 | 5′ 10.75″ | 176 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 24 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Cam York 

Background: Sandin-Pellikka has put up big numbers in Sweden’s junior 
league scoring nearly a goal per game as a defenseman. He also has 
gotten some ice time for a top SHL team in Skelleftea. He’s played well 
with Sweden’s U18 team and got a large role with Sweden’s world juniors 
team. 

Analysis: Sandin-Pellikka is a highly-creative and intelligent puck-mover. 
He has excellent puck skills, showing the ability to beat opponents often 
with skill. He can improvise well with the puck, while also showing strong 
playmaking ability with the poise to make plays from the blue line at the 
highest levels. He is a goal-scoring threat who can score from range but 
also pinches well to get scoring opportunities. He skates well enough, 
and can make plays on the move creating offense off the rush and from 
blue line activations. Sandin-Pellikka lacks ideal NHL size for a 
defenseman but he competes well and doesn’t shy from using his body 
to lay into opposing forwards. His defense will be his main question at the 
NHL level, but I think he plays hard enough to be a top-four defenseman. 

19. Matthew Wood, RW, Uconn (H-EAST) 

Feb. 6, 2005 | 6′ 3.5″ | 193 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 17 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Poor 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Patrik Laine-lite 

Background: Wood has been a highly-productive 17-year-old freshman at 
UConn. As a 16-year-old he led the BCHL in goals and points. At both 
this past summer’s Hlinka Gretzky and the 2022 U18 Worlds, Wood 
played a limited even-strength/heavy power-play role for Team Canada. 

Analysis: Wood is a very gifted offensive player. He has excellent one-
on-one skills and offensive IQ. He has the ability to hold onto pucks for 
an extra second and knows how to beat defenders with skill. He also has 
an excellent wrist shot and one-timer, making him a major asset on the 
power play. Wood is a big winger as well, so the size/skill combo has a 
lot of upside. However, he’s got a sluggish skating stride, and tends to 
play too much on the perimeter. He has a low-effort game overall which 
concerns scouts on how he’ll play versus men. I think he can be a top-six 
winger in the NHL who puts up a lot of points, but he may frustrate you 
often in the prorcess. 

20. Tanner Molendyk, D, Saskatoon (WHL) 

Feb. 3, 2005 | 5′ 11.5″ | 182 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 19 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 
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Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Mario Ferraro 

Background: Molendyk has played a ton of minutes for a strong 
Saskatoon team this season. He hasn’t put up big point totals but often 
isn’t on PP1 for them. He led Canada in ice time in their Hlinka semifinal 
win over Finland and was second in ice time in the gold medal win over 
Sweden. Molendyk grew significantly in a short period of time. He 
measured in during the summer at 5-foot-10 and 3/4 inches and is close 
to six feet now. He was the fifth pick in his WHL Bamtam Draft. 

Analysis: Moldenyk is a strong two-way defenseman despite not being 
the biggest defender. This is because of his excellent skating ability and 
strong work ethic. Molendyk’s edgework is very good. He closes on 
checks like a pro, and is able to evade pressure at a high level. His top 
speed is good, not great, but he can lead a rush in the NHL. Molendyk 
has strong offensive instincts and skills, and can make plays from off the 
blue line and on the move. His size will be a minor issue as a 
defenseman in the NHL, but he plays hard and doesn’t shy from physical 
play often landing hard hits at the junior level. I think he checks a lot of 
boxes and projects to be a top-four defenseman. 

21. Gabriel Perreault, RW, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

May. 7, 2005 | 5′ 10.75″ | 165 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 20 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Andrei Kuzmenko 

Background: Perreault is the first-line wing for the U.S. NTDP this 
season. He’s had one of the highest point-per-game rates in the 
program’s history this season. He is the brother of Anaheim 2020 first-
round pick Jacob Perreault and the son of former NHL player Yanic 
Perreault. He is committed to Boston College. 

Analysis: Perreault is a very skilled and intelligent winger who can make 
a ton of positive things happen inside the offensive zone. Perreault 
makes highly-creative dekes and passes with the puck at a high rate, 
both off the perimeter and in small areas. His puck game is clear NHL 
power-play quality, and he will score as a pro. The issues on Perreault’s 
game is his 5-foot-11 frame and his lack of footspeed. What I like about 
him is, despite those drawbacks, he competes well and creates a ton of 
offense in the hard parts of the offensive zone so I think he can 
overcome those issues. I see a potential top-six winger. 

22. Quentin Musty, LW, Sudbury (OHL) 

Jul. 6, 2005 | 6′ 1.75″ | 200 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 21 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Player comparable: Casey Mittelstadt 

Background: Musty is a top scoring forward in the OHL this season. He 
was a top player for USA on their Hlinka Gretzky team. Musty was the 
No. 1 pick in his OHL Draft. 

Analysis: Musty is a player with a lot of offensive touch in his game. He’s 
a highly-skilled puckhandler who can make difficult plays with the puck at 
a high rate. He tries to make things happen and shows a strong level of 
creativity. Musty is a good passer who can hit open lanes and has the 
patience to pull up and make plays. He can score goals but is certainly a 
player with a pass-first mentality. His effort is fine, he can use his big 
body to win battles but his game to game consistency isn’t the best. He’s 
a one-way winger, which combined with his so-so skating ability, is a 
concern for higher levels. There may be times you want more from him, 
but I think he will score so much that he will be a top-six wing. 

23. Calum Ritchie, C, Oshawa (OHL) 

Jan. 21, 2005 | 6′ 1.75″ | 187 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 22 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Ryan McLeod 

Background: Ritchie is a point-per-game played in the OHL this season, 
which is somewhat of a disappointing year after coming into the summer 
as one of the very best prospects in the 2023 draft. As a 16-year-old 
Ritchie’s scoring was strong in the OHL and he led the Hlinka Gretzky in 
scoring. He was the second pick in his OHL Draft. 

Analysis: Ritchie is a player with all the aesthetic tools. When you see a 
6-foot-2 center who can skate and handle the puck like him, he sticks out 
in a massive way and some of the plays he makes are distinct at the 
junior level. He’s a strong puck carrier and playmaker, who can create for 
teammates off the perimeter while also being a shot threat to score from 
distance. He looks like a top prospect, but he’s quite inconsistent. Ritchie 
has long stretches where he doesn’t make much of an impact, and plays 
too much on the perimeter. The toolkit screams “good NHL player,” and I 
think eventually he will be that, but he may frustrate you along the way. 

24. Oliver Bonk, D, London (OHL) 

Jan. 9, 2005 | 6′ 2.0″ | 174 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 25 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Player comparable: John Marino 

Background: Bonk is a big-minute defenseman for a top OHL team in 
London this season. His progression is quite notable after not even being 
a regular player in the league last season. He made Canada’s U18 team 
this summer but didn’t play much. He is the son of longtime NHL player 
Radek Bonk and was a second-round pick in his OHL Draft. 

Analysis: Bonk’s toolkit looks like an NHL defenseman. He’s a 6-foot-2 
right shot with strong mobility and offensive touch. Bonk is able to skate 
pucks up ice, make some skilled plays, and shows good poise from the 
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blue line. He’s not a standout with the puck, but he can be a decent puck 
mover at higher levels. Defensively he’s solid due to his feet and reach. 
Bonk isn’t overly physical but he can defend well enough as a pro. He 
projects as a top-four defenseman in the NHL. 

25. Mikhail Gulyayev, D, Omsk (RUSSIA) 

Apr. 26, 2005 | 5′ 10.0″ | 172 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 26 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Player comparable: Calen Addison 

Background: Gulyayev was a point-per-game player in Russia’s junior 
league, being a major part of a top junior club. He also looked good in 
time versus men at the VHL and KHL levels. He had four points in three 
games with Russia’s U18 team this season. He was a leading player and 
ran the top power play for Russia’s U18 team at the 2021 Hlinka Gretzky. 

Analysis: Gulyayev has obvious offensive talents as he has clear NHL 
skating, hands and vision. Gulyayev is a highly-intelligent and creative 
puck-mover and can make tough plays at a quick pace. He creates a lot 
of controlled exits and entries, he projects to run power plays at higher 
levels and be a point producer versus men. Due to his size, how well he’ll 
defend in the NHL will be a question. I’ve seen worse defenders, and 
with his great skating he should be able to hold up at higher levels even 
with his slight frame, but it will be a question he will have to answer 
repeatedly. I see a regular NHL defenseman who will put up points, but 
may need to be used in a specific manner by his coach. 

26. Charlie Stramel, C, Wisconsin (BIG10) 

Oct. 15, 2004 | 6′ 3.0″ | 212 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 23 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: High-end 

Player comparable: Charlie Coyle 

Background: Stramel has had a very up-and-down season. He’s 
struggled with his club team as a freshman at Wisconsin, who were a 
bottom feeder in the Big Ten. But for two weeks with USA’s U20 team, he 
looked quite good and reminiscent of the forward from the U.S. NTDP 
who impacted games at times. He was invited to Team USA at the 
summer world juniors where he was the 13th forward. He scored five 
goals in six games at the 2022 U18 Worlds, being the net-front guy on 
USA’s top power-play unit. 

Analysis: Stramel’s pure athletic tools are highly intriguing. Stramel is a 
6-foot-3 center who can skate well and plays a highly-physical brand of 
hockey. He can power his way through checks and to the net and never 
shies away from an engagement. The degree of offense is the major 
question on his game. I think he has good hands and can create a little, 
but he lacks vision and won’t be a big-time scorer as a pro. If you go into 
picking Stramel understanding the offense may be limited, but you’ll see 
get a guy who can help you at even strength a lot and potentially be a 
nice third-line center, you’ll be happy. And I do think there’s a chance he 
can be more than that ,too. 

27. Lukas Dragicevic, D, Tri-City (WHL) 

Apr. 25, 2005 | 6′ 1.0″ | 192 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 27 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Sean Durzi 

Background: Dragicevic’s one of the top-scoring defensemen in the WHL 
this season. He’s emerged as one of the top Canadian defensemen in 
his age group despite being a cut from Canada’s U18 team this summer, 
although he was part of their U18 team the previous spring as a 16-year-
old. He was the fourth pick in his WHL Bantam Draft. 

Analysis: Dragicevic is very dangerous with the puck on his stick. He has 
good hands and better instincts and vision. He can run a power play like 
a pro. He shows the high-end IQ to let plays develop, hold pucks under 
pressure, and jump into attacks at the right time to go with a strong point 
shot. The question with Dragicevic will be without the puck. He’s an OK 
skater and competitor. I think he defends well enough in junior, but there 
will be questions on how he defends size and speed in the NHL. His 
offense is so good and he’s not undersized that I think he plays and 
scores in the NHL, but coaches may need to be careful in how they 
deploy him. 

28. Bradly Nadeau, LW, Penticton (BCHL) 

May. 5, 2005 | 5′ 10.0″ | 161 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 29 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Player comparable: Victor Olofsson 

Background: Nadeau is the best player in the BCHL this season. He’s led 
Penticton who are the clear best team in the BCHL. He also scored 24 
points in 17 playoff games the prior season as Penticton won a BCHL 
title. Nadeau was cut from Canada’s Hlinka team in the summer. He is 
committed to the University of Maine. 

Analysis: Nadeau has very good individual skill to couple with excellent 
speed. He’s quite dangerous in transition due to that combination. He 
can skate by and beat a lot defenders, but he’s also excellent at creating 
with space. He sees the ice at a high level, making a lot of seam passes 
and making tough passes on the move. On the power play he can make 
a lot of plays, but it’s his shot that’s a real weapon. He has an excellent 
one-timer that projects to beat NHL goalies from distance. His shot is 
both very quick, and fast, as he rifles pucks into the corners like a legit 
NHL scorer. Nadeau isn’t the biggest winger and he can play on the 
perimeter a tad too much, but his compete is good enough — especially 
with his skating and offense — that I think he plays and scores in the 
league as a middle-six winger. 

29. Maxim Strbak, D, Sioux Falls (USHL) 

Apr. 13, 2005 | 6′ 1.5″ | 205 pounds | Shoots right 
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January 2023 Ranking: 30 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Ben Chiarot 

Background: Strbak hasn’t put up big offensive numbers in club play 
between the USHL and Finland’s junior league over the last two seasons. 
On the international stage he’s been leaned on though. Strbak played a 
major role on Slovakia’s World Junior team, including a 22-minute 
performance against Canada in the quarterfinals that went to overtime. 
Strbak was a top-four defenseman on the Slovakia team that won silver 
at the 2021 Hlinka Gretzky. He made Slovakia’s 2022 World Junior team 
as a 16-year-old and was a big part of the club that got Slovakia 
promoted at the U18 level last spring. He is committed to Michigan State 
University. 

Analysis: Strbak is a defense-first defenseman. He’s a tall, right shot who 
is mobile and makes a lot of stops due to his reach, feet, physicality and 
overall strong compete level. He brings a strong effort every night, and 
coaches tend to lean on him in tough situations. I don’t see him as a legit 
scorer and puck-mover in the NHL, but he’s good enough with the puck, 
can skate pucks up, and can make enough plays to survive at higher 
levels. I think he will be a second or third pair defenseman in the NHL 
depending on the level of offense he brings. 

30. Gavin McCarthy, D, Muskegon (USHL) 

Jun. 2, 2005 | 6′ 1.5″ | 182 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: Not Rated 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Player comparable: Damon Severson 

Background: McCarthy has played a large minute role for Muskegon this 
season when healthy. He did the same for USA’s Hlinka Gretzky team 
too. He missed a portion of the season due to a fractured knee suffered 
at the World Jr. A Challenge. The younger brother of Devils’ draft pick 
Case McCarthy is committed to Boston University. 

Analysis: McCarthy’s toolkit is one that should do well in the pro game. 
He’s got good size, he’s a right-shot, he skates well, and he’s showing a 
lot of offense this season in the USHL. I don’t think he’s a natural puck-
mover, but McCarthy has good skill and can make the occasional tough 
offensive play. His skating allows him to transport pucks up ice. 
Defensively he’s solid. He can run around a little bit, but he’s quite 
physical, and his skating lets him close on plays well. I think he will play a 
regular role on an NHL team. 

31. Adam Gajan, G, Chippewa (NAHL) 

May. 6, 2004 | 6′ 2.5″ | 167 pounds | Catches left 

January 2023 Ranking: 33 

Tier: Projected starting goaltender 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Player comparable: Ilya Samsonov 

Background: Gajan is a second-year eligible prospect. He came over 
from Slovakia to play in Chippewa of the NAHL. He was a late add to 
Slovakia’s World Junior team where he promptly took over the stater role. 
He led Slovakia to an upset over Team USA, nearly beat Canada in the 
quarterfinals, and was named best goalie in the tournament. He played a 
few games in the USHL for Green Bay where his performance was up 
and down. He is committed to Minnesota-Duluth. 

Analysis: Gajan has clear NHL athleticism. He has an explosive lower 
half, with the power to make the toughest lateral saves at higher levels. 
He’s an aggressive goalie, sometimes to a fault as he can take himself 
out of position too much, but at times it works well. I do think he generally 
reads the play and anticipates the play well, but he will need to control 
his slides and aggression against better players. I’d like to see fewer 
goals beat him from range too. There’s a lot of development work left still, 
but Gajan has a lot of pro potential, and projects as an NHL tandem 
goalie, with a chance to be a legit starter. 

32. Ethan Gauthier, RW, Sherbrooke (QMJHL) 

Jan. 26, 2005 | 5′ 11.25″ | 176 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 34 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Conor Garland 

Background: Gauthier is an important part of a top QMJHL team even if 
he hasn’t posted gigantic scoring totals this season. He led the Hlinka 
Gretzky in goals and was a major reason for Canada winning gold. He 
was the first overall pick in his QMJHL Draft. 

Analysis: Gauthier has very good skill and offensive IQ. He can beat 
defenders one-on-one at a high rate, making creative plays in small 
areas and showing he can create a lot for his teammates too. He has 
talent but also competes well. He is quite physical and can be a nasty 
player to play against which you love to see from a smaller player. 
Gauthier gets to the net and can create chances there frequently. The 
issue is as a 5-foot-11 winger who lacks NHL quickness, the question is 
whether his game translates to higher levels. His work ethic will help that 
cause, but he may always have to be proving himself due to his lack of 
top-end athleticism. I still see a middle-six winger in the league. 

33. Andrew Cristall, LW, Kelowna (WHL) 

Feb. 4, 2005 | 5′ 9.5″ | 167 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 28 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Player comparable: Jeff Skinner-lite 

Background: Cristall is one of the top scorers in the WHL this season. He 
also scored over a point per game as a 16-year-old. He missed a portion 
of the season due to a lower-body injury. Cristall made Canada’s U18 
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team at the Hlinka in a limited role with power-play time. He was the 8th 
pick in his WHL Bantam Draft. 

Analysis: Cristall is probably the most divisive player in this draft class. 
There will be fans and some scouts who see this ranking and think he’s 
much too low, but there will be scouts who will think he’s too high as well. 
He’s super talented offensively. He has puck-on-a-string type of hands 
and routinely beats defenders with his stickhandling. He has a highly-
imaginative offensive mind and very good vision with the puck. Cristall is 
so dangerous on the power play because of his skill but also his great 
shot as he’s scored a ton of goals from range this season. The concerns 
come down to his frame and especially his skating. He lacks footspeed 
for the higher levels and has awkward skating mechanics that is 
concerning for his NHL projection. He works hard enough and doesn’t 
shy from going to the net, but I wouldn’t call him a high-compete type. He 
will need to score a lot in the NHL to justify his various risk factors, and I 
think he will be a middle-six winger, but he may frustrate coaches too. 

34. Gavin Brindley, C, Michigan (BIG10) 

Oct. 5, 2004 | 5′ 8.5″ | 165 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: Not Rated 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: High-end 

Shot: Below NHL average 

Player comparable: Blake Lizotte 

Background: Brindley is a top player for a top college team in Michigan 
this season. He also played a notable role on USA’s World Junior team. 
A rare top prospect from the Florida area who came up in the Florida 
Alliance program, Brindley was very good in Tri-City of the USHL as well. 
He played for Team USA last season at the U18s too. 

Analysis: Between his excellent skating and work ethic, Brindley buzzes 
around the ice, playing with a ton of pace and giving his best effort 
nightly. He’s able to make skilled plays at full speed, and plays with 
courage, going to the net and engaging along the walls. Brindley isn’t a 
natural scorer which isn’t ideal at his size, but he has good hands and 
hockey sense and can make plays at higher levels. There aren’t a ton of 
two-way forwards in the NHL who barely touch 5-foot-9, but Brindley has 
the right mix of traits to be the next one even if there’s risk on his 
projection. I see a middle-six forward whether at center or the wing, but 
likely the latter. 
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NHL trade deadline aftermath: Evaluating where each team stands in the 
Stanley Cup race 
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Trade season is over and after an extremely wild arms race, we now 
have a much clearer picture of what each team will look like come playoff 
time. It’s a perfect time to look at the Stanley Cup race. 

Taking stock of each team’s chances of winning the Stanley Cup after 
the trade deadline is an exercise I do every year. It’s a natural point to 
reflect on how each team has played, what they’ve added to address 
holes, and most importantly: where they stand relative to the field. The 

deadline is all about creating the best possible version of a team and it’s 
important to evaluate the jobs each team did through that lens. 

This was an especially busy trade period with a lot of moving pieces. It 
remains to be seen which moves pan out or flame out, which players fit 
and which players don’t. But as it stands, here’s how the Stanley Cup 
field looks — separated into five categories. 

Data as of March 6 

The Favorite 

The best chance to win it all: 15 percent or higher 

Boston Bruins 

Can anyone beat the Boston Bruins? 

That’s the biggest question going into the post-season as no Stanley Cup 
favorite in the analytics era has had this much separation from the field. 
Boston’s goal differential is on pace to hit plus-139 — 62 better than the 
next-best team. It’s the same difference as the one between the second 
and 14th. For context, the 2018-19 Lightning were 39 goals better than 
second-place Calgary. 

That’s the main reason Boston already has a whopping 32 percent 
chance of winning it all, even in the league’s hardest division. Those 
odds are up after acquiring Dmitry Orlov, Tyler Bertuzzi and Garnet 
Hathaway — but have also slightly diminished with the likelihood that 
Matt Grzelcyk might be the odd man out on the blue line. For most teams 
that would seem like a monumental error; for the Bruins, it’s about finding 
the right mix. 

There’s more than enough leeway throughout the roster to do that 
because this team is stupidly stacked. This lineup is without any flaws 
and has no holes anywhere. The Bruins don’t have a single 
underachiever this season and while some may rightly suggest they’re a 
team ripe for regression, even regression doesn’t look likely to kill them. 

Every player is playing well above expectations and that has raised the 
bar for what to expect. Jake DeBrusk has been elite this year and now 
looks like a legit top-line talent. Hampus Lindholm has been one of the 
best defensive defensemen in hockey and is back to looking like an elite 
number-one defender. And of course, there’s Linus Ullmark with a 
Vezina-caliber season to top it all off. That’s added a new dimension to 
the club beyond the Perfection Line and Charlie McAvoy. The return of 
David Krejci, Pavel Zacha’s breakthrough and the emergence of Trent 
Frederic and Connor Clifton also helps. 

This team was great enough to be a heavy favorite before the deadline, a 
distinct tier above everyone else. Adding Orlov, Bertuzzi and Hathaway 
to that just feels unfair. Bertuzzi is an impact play-driver who can score, a 
luxury on a third line that already has Taylor Hall (assuming he’s back for 
the playoffs). Hathaway might be the league’s best fourth-line winger. 
And Orlov is a truly underrated puck-mover that can also handle a 
shutdown role (and a forecheck). 

The Bruins are just downright frightening. No notes. 

The Contenders 

The biggest threats to the favorites: 8-to-15 percent 

Carolina Hurricanes 

If there’s anyone that can beat Boston it’s Carolina, a team that likely 
served as an inspiration to Boston’s deadline playbook. The Bruins got 
tougher to play against, tougher to take the puck from, and tougher to 
match up with — all lessons learned from last year’s seven-game defeat 
at the hands of the Hurricanes. 

Carolina has had Boston’s number for the past two years, infamously 
going 3-0-0 last season while outscoring Boston 16-1 in the process. 
Their playoff series was closer, but Carolina still prevailed with a plus-
four goal differential. This year the Hurricanes are 1-0-1 and plus-two. As 
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far as bad matchups go, the Hurricanes seem to be it for Boston … even 
if this is a brand new team from the one that got pummelled last season. 

The Hurricanes have methodically built to this moment over the last few 
years and while they may not be the top dog, they’re as close as anyone. 
Sunday’s dominant 6-0 win against the Lightning was a testament to the 
kind of power this team has. This is an incredibly balanced team, the 
league’s deepest group. Carolina has 13 skaters worth one win or more 
and every single one contributes at least half a win. The Hurricanes’ two 
deadline additions — predictably Jesse Puljujarvi and Shayne 
Gostisbehere — contribute to that. Like Boston, there are no holes at any 
spot in the lineup. No other teams can say that. 

With Carolina, it’s always about whether the top end is strong enough. 
Every other team in the “A-minus” tier is thereby the strength of their core 
augmented by superstars. Carolina’s core isn’t quite at that level. Still, 
this is the closest this version of the team has been. Sebastian Aho and 
Brent Burns are nearing five wins of value apiece while Andrei 
Svechnikov, Martin Necas and Jaccob Slavin have been excellent as 
well. 

If not for Boston this might have been Carolina’s year. It still could be — 
the Hurricanes are the Bruins’ biggest threat. 

Edmonton Oilers 

For the first time in three years, the first team mentioned from the West is 
not Colorado — it’s Connor McDavid’s Oilers. The model sees Edmonton 
as nearly equal to Colorado, but an easier path through the Pacific 
division helps give the Oilers the slightest of edges. Could this finally be 
the year McDavid tastes championship glory? 

If it were up to him alone it would be. He’s on another level this season 
playing at a 7.2-win pace. McDavid is the best player in the world and 
that gives the Oilers a lot of room for error elsewhere on the roster. 

Team defense? Still subpar. 

Goaltending? Highly questionable. 

Overall depth? Not ideal. 

But McDavid is the great equalizer and he has a lot more help than he 
usually does. Leon Draisaitl is still Leon Draisaitl. Zach Hyman has been 
an absolute offensive force this year. Ryan Nugent-Hopkins is posting 
career highs. That’s arguably the scariest offensive quartet in hockey 
right now and the forward group is deeper than usual aside from them. 
Nick Bjugstad was a savvy addition that helps with that, especially 
without the puck. 

A lot will come down to how the backend holds up and the addition of 
Mattias Ekholm is a serious fortifier in that vein. He gives that blue line a 
very different and much-needed element crucial to playoff success. 
Edmonton is still a weak defensive team overall, but Ekholm’s presence 
at least helps. 

The Oilers need it with an Achilles’ heel tandem of Stuart Skinner and 
Jack Campbell, but with the offense that this team generates they should 
be okay. That’s especially true if Edmonton continues controlling the run 
of play the way it has of late. Over the last month, the Oilers have a 61.3 
percent expected goals rate, second to only Carolina. The Oilers are 
oddly constructed and have flaws, but they’re the real deal. 

Colorado Avalanche 

Last year’s Stanley Cup champions are still an imposing foe, a strong 
contender to come out of the West. Colorado is neck-and-neck with 
Edmonton, the team it met in last year’s conference final, but it feels like 
a lot of luster has worn off from the Avalanche in the year since. 

No one would ever count out the Avalanche, a team that hasn’t played a 
single healthy game all year. That makes it difficult to judge what they 
can be at full health. Despite that caveat, it’s still clear that this year’s 
version is a step behind last year’s version. 

Losing Nazem Kadri and Andre Burakovsky has hurt the team’s forward 
depth in a noticeable way and the team has lost some offensive punch 
overall. Colorado has remained strong defensively and Alexandar 
Georgiev has replaced Darcy Kuemper adequately, but the less 
threatening offense gives some reason for worry. Colorado ranks 21st in 
expected and actual goals per 60 at five-on-five — a big reason the 
Avalanche are only middle of the pack with 51-to-52 percent of the actual 
and expected goals. 

Colorado’s most pressing need at the deadline was one the Avalanche 
didn’t address: second-line center. J.T. Compher has filled the role well 
this season, especially defensively, but I’m not convinced he’ll hold up in 
that role in a seven-game series. That’s a potentially big mismatch 
against the Oilers and Leon Draisaitl down the line should the two teams 
meet. Colorado’s lone add was down the middle in veteran center Lars 
Eller, but that doesn’t look like a move that will move the needle much if 
at all. He’s not the player he once was. 

This is still an elite team that has a very strong chance of coming out of 
the West, it’s just not a slam dunk as it has been in years past. 

New Jersey Devils 

It’s not often a team makes an immediate jump from lottery team to Cup 
contender. Playoffs: yes. Contender: no. 

According to historic betting odds Pittsburgh was 10th in Cup odds in 
2007 going into the playoffs. Washington was eighth in 2008. Boston was 
16th in 2008. Chicago was eighth in 2009. Los Angeles was 10th in 
2010. Tampa Bay was 10th in 2014. Toronto was 16th in 2017. Colorado 
was 16th in 2018. 

The Devils are fifth, both here and according to oddsmakers. Their 
closest corollary might be the Blackhawks who jumped right to the 
conference finals in their very first year. New Jersey is hoping to take the 
same path in their first postseason crack. 

Inexperience will be New Jersey’s biggest weak spot, but this is a team 
high enough on talent that it may not matter. The pair of Jack Hughes 
and Nico Hischier is an elite one-two punch down the middle, there’s 
strong winger depth around them, and the team’s defense corps led by 
Dougie Hamilton is contender quality. Goaltending may be New Jersey’s 
undoing, but Vitek Vanecek has still been solid this year. 

This would’ve been a good enough team before the deadline, but the 
Devils took a massive swing by adding Timo Meier, easily the most 
impactful piece available. Meier is a three-win player and adds immediate 
offensive oomph to the team while not sacrificing anything defensively. 
He’s a heavy-volume shooter which fits well with this team’s style. 

The Devils took a meteoric rise this season, but they’re no fluke. They’ve 
arrived as a fully formed contender with immediate expectations. Just 
making the playoffs is not the goal for this group. 

The Challengers 

The teams that can do damage, but face a difficult path: 5-to-8 percent 

Dallas Stars 

The Stars have quietly built one of the league’s strongest cores, led by 
Jason Robertson having an MVP-worthy season in a world where 
Connor McDavid doesn’t exist. The Stars’ top line has been ridiculously 
good for three years now and grades out as one of the league’s very best 
— it’s by far the team’s biggest strength. As they go, so goes the team. 

What separates this year’s Stars from last year is adding help beneath 
that trio up front. The resurgence of Jamie Benn and Tyler Seguin has 
helped as has the emergence of Wyatt Johnston. Mason Marchment 
should help in theory, though he’s struggled to come anywhere close to 
replicating last year’s magic. Still, they needed more. Dallas added Max 
Domi and Evgeny Dadonov to the top nine to help solve that and it does 
make the overall group much more formidable. I’m low on Domi and his 
defensive game, but in the right situation with the right support, he’s a 
good piece. Dallas feels like that kind of situation. 
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While the team’s forward depth looks stronger, the team’s defensive 
depth isn’t great. It’s what’s keeping the Stars outside the next tier. 
Outside of Miro Heiskanen, the Stars look thin. Esa Lindell is having a 
strong defensive season, but the decline of Ryan Suter leaves Dallas 
with just two legitimate top-four defenders. Having Jake Oettinger in net 
and a strong defensive system alleviates that, but it would’ve been nice 
to see the Stars add an impact defender. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Toronto’s spot on this list is less a reflection of the team and more a 
reflection of its competition. The Stanley Cup goes through Boston and 
the mere presence of the Bruins in the same division puts a massive 
roadblock in Toronto’s Cup path. Having to play Tampa Bay in Round 1 
adds another. It’s an arduous path that gives the fourth-highest-rated 
team the seventh-highest odds. 

No team was busier than the Leafs at the deadline. Toronto added Ryan 
O’Reilly and Noel Acciari in one deal, Jake McCabe and Sam Lafferty in 
another, essentially swapped Pierre Engvall for Luke Schenn and 
shipped off Rasmus Sandin for Erik Gustafsson (and a first). The latter 
two moves don’t even show up on the depth chart as a result of the Leafs 
quizzically having eight (!) NHL defenders. 

I’m not sure what the Leafs do there — they may and should go 11F/7D 
— but the end result is a group that certainly feels more playoff ready. 
McCabe adds a shutdown element sorely missed from the absence of 
Jake Muzzin and Schenn hits a lot. Gustafsson can step in as an 
offensively gifted puck-mover on the third pair. As long as it doesn’t mean 
Timothy Liljegren is watching from the press box the Leafs are fine on the 
back end. Better than fine. This is the league’s deepest blue line — 
though it obviously lacks the elite number one other contenders have. At 
the very least, it should mitigate what remains the team’s biggest 
weakness which is goaltending. Ilya Samsonov is projected to be the 
weakest starter in the East. 

The forward group remains the team’s biggest strength, though it 
would’ve been nice to see the team add another scoring forward for the 
top nine rather than build the best fourth pair in the league. O’Reilly, 
assuming he’s healthy for the playoffs, is a great piece but his offensive 
game has waned in recent seasons. Neither Lafferty nor Acciari moves 
the needle in that regard either. 

It leaves Toronto with a very top-heavy attack, one that depends on five-
or-six forwards. The offensive weakness in the bottom six is what 
separates the Leafs from Boston and Carolina as the teams to beat in the 
East. That can be mitigated if Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner get 
back to the offensive heights they showed last season, but they’ve been 
much less dominant in that regard this season. 

The Dark Horses 

The teams that can make noise, if everything goes right: 2-to-5 percent 

Tampa Bay Lightning  

The Lightning would be a top-three team in the West this year and not far 
off from the top spot in terms of expected strength. But in the East, 
they’re fifth in the hierarchy and that makes them a likely underdog in 
each of the first three rounds. It’s hard to have strong Cup odds under 
those circumstances — especially if that path goes through Boston. 

The words “underdog” and “Lightning” in the same sentence don’t really 
compute. Tampa Bay has gone to three straight finals and knows what it 
takes to get there better than any other team. They’re still an elite club 
and not to be doubted. Brayden Point and Nikita Kucherov still form an 
excellent duo on the top line, there’s strong forward depth throughout and 
Andrei Vasilevskiy remains a brick wall. 

If there’s one question it’s whether the top pair of Victor Hedman and Erik 
Cernak can get back into form. That duo seemed like a natural fit after 
Ryan McDonagh was dealt but in 213 minutes together have just 44 
percent of the expected goals and 38 percent of the actual goals. They’re 
usually apart and have been better that way, but this is still a year where 

Hedman has just 50 percent of the expected goals. That’s last among 
Lightning regulars. 

Tampa Bay didn’t make an add on the backend which leaves the 
Lightning with a more vulnerable defense group than usual. The 
Lightning did acquire Tanner Jeannot though who fits the team’s usual 
deadline M.O. of “forechecking savant who can score.” He’s had a rough 
year but has the potential to be a difference-maker with a return to last 
year’s form. Not listed is Michael Eyssimont whose underlying numbers 
make him seem like an upgrade over either Patrick Maroon or Pierre-
Edouard Bellemare. He might be the next hidden gem for the Lightning 
— the Jets and Sharks were 0.8 expected and actual goals better per 60 
with him on the ice relative to teammates. A potential black ace. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

With a better prognosis on Mark Stone, this would look a lot rosier. I don’t 
have any insider info, but when I asked Jesse Granger, our Golden 
Knights reporter, about it he seemed less than optimistic. Going through 
two back surgeries in eight months is tough. 

What remains is not the most imposing roster and certainly not one that 
screams contender. That might be fine to win a round or two in the West, 
but anything more feels unlikely. 

Vegas has an excellent defense group from top-to-bottom led by Shea 
Theodore and Alex Pietrangelo. The Golden Knights also have a solid 
bottom six with an underrated third line led by speedster Chandler 
Stephenson. It’s the rest that is pretty uninspiring. Though Jack Eichel 
has played like a high-end first-line center, the model is still skeptical 
based on his priors and the rest of the top six is far from contender 
quality. Adding Ivan Barbashev doesn’t change much and he’d be better 
suited to a third line. The model is also much less enamoured by Logan 
Thompson than most believing his numbers are a reflection of the system 
in front of him. 

New York Rangers 

On paper, the Rangers are a very scary team, but competition in the East 
is very stiff. That puts them sixth in the pecking order. In order to make a 
return to the conference final they’ll need some players to leap off the 
page more than they have. 

That starts with the two big additions up front: Patrick Kane and Vladimir 
Tarasenko. Just last year the duo would’ve been projected to provide 
over five wins. This year they’re worth half of that. That gives the 
Rangers a lot of upward potential if either or both players can regain their 
form. Neither Kane nor Tarasenko has been as strong as usual 
offensively this season and that’s let their defensive deficiencies really 
tank their value. Both players are better set up for success with New York 
and the added support should see their value increase. 

Next on the docket is the second pair of K’Andre Miller and Jacob Trouba 
who have just 48 percent of the expected goals and 40 percent of the 
actual goals, the latter number being a sharp decrease from last year’s 
57 percent. New York already has enough issues with its third pair — 
issues that Niko Mikkola likely doesn’t solve — it can’t afford to be a one-
pair team. That’s unfortunately how the model sees it right now. 

But most importantly, the Rangers need a stronger Igor Shesterkin. In 45 
games this season he has just a .909 save percentage saving 10 goals 
above expected, good for 13th in the league. The model is holding 
steady on Shesterkin being one of the league’s very best, but his value 
has certainly dropped in recent weeks. With the weapons the team has 
up front, Shesterkin can be the difference between another conference 
final berth and a first-round exit. 

The Rest 

The teams that face a very difficult road in the playoffs: 0-to-2 percent 

Minnesota Wild 

The Wild had the makings of a contender last season but look like a 
pretender this time around. Kirill Kaprizov is wheeling the team to victory 
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on a nightly basis, but there aren’t many offensive weapons outside of 
him. The Wild are usually built on depth, but that’s been missing this 
season. Marcus Johansson and Gustav Nyquist don’t look like huge 
needle movers. John Klingberg is the x-factor on the blue line, but his 
defensive results this year are so off track that he projects to hurt the 
Wild more than help. We’ll see how he fares in a more sheltered role on 
a much more competent defensive club. 

Winnipeg Jets 

A thoroughly average team from top-to-bottom with the exception of 
Connor Hellebuyck. That gives Winnipeg a real edge in a potential 
playoff series — no team in the West is better equipped between the 
pipes than the Jets. Nino Niederreiter gives the team some solid scoring 
punch in the top nine. The Jets would rank higher with stronger playoff 
odds. 

Florida Panthers 

For better or worse, the model remains enamoured with last year’s 
Presidents’ Trophy winners believing this is still a contending roster — 
record be damned. Can’t contend if you don’t make the playoffs though 
and Florida’s position there remains precarious. The Panthers didn’t add 
anyone at the deadline, but getting Anthony Duclair back is a big boost. 

Los Angeles Kings 

Outside the crease, this is a solid team built on depth. The question is 
whether the top end of the roster can hang with other teams and whether 
Joonas Korpisalo can keep up this year’s level of play. His lengthy track 
record of near league-worst goaltending makes the model skeptical. 
Newcomer Vladislav Gavrikov has a spotty analytical profile but should 
be better insulated on the Kings. 

Seattle Kraken 

Shades of Vegas’ inaugural season — only one year later for the Kraken. 
Seattle lives off its tremendous depth, arguably one of the strongest 
supporting casts of any team. The question is whether that will be 
enough in a seven-game series where the Kraken’s lack of star power 
will be glaring. 

Calgary Flames 

This might be a very different season if Calgary gets last year’s Jonathan 
Huberdeau and Jacob Markstrom — two players that were expected to 
lead the Flames to contention after a tumultuous offseason. Calgary is 
deep enough to be a relatively fierce wild-card team, but actually making 
it looks more and more unlikely by the day. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

This might be the weakest Penguins playoff team we’ve seen in the 
Crosby-Malkin-Letang era. And the deadline did nothing to change that. 
Mikael Granlund has been an inefficient defensive liability lately while 
Dmitry Kulikov was in over his head with the Ducks. Outside of the big 
three up front, there’s not much to like anymore with this Penguins roster 
— and even those three don’t quite stack up favorably with what other 
powerhouse teams can trot out. 

Nashville Predators  

It would be a shock if the Predators even made the playoffs after their 
deadline sell-off, but there’s still a shot with what remains. Nashville are 
little match for the West’s best, but superstars Roman Josi and Juuse 
Saros could at least make things interesting. 

New York Islanders 

The easiest way to get the best out of the Islanders? Stop believing in 
them. This team lives off of spite, valiantly pushing their way back into 
the thick of the playoff race — even after losing Mathew Barzal to injury. 
Kudos to them for that and the good news for Islanders fans is that the 
model still doesn’t believe in them. The addition of Bo Horvat was a 
massive one though giving the Islanders’ top end a much-needed boost. 

Having Ilya Sorokin, the top-rated goaltender according to the model, is 
the team’s biggest trump card. 

Ottawa Senators 

One month ago I wrote that if any team was poised to make an end-of-
season run it was Ottawa. The Senators are 6-2-1 since leading the 
league with 3.98 goals-per-60 at five-on-five, making up some serious 
ground in the Eastern Conference playoff race. Adding Jakob Chychrun 
to the equation helps even further; he’s a true number-one defenseman. 

Buffalo Sabres 

The league’s most fun team is unfortunately not a model darling. 
Personally, I hope they make it, but the Sabres are the weakest 
defensive team of the 22 franchises in the playoff mix and their offense 
feels too good to be true. The addition of Jordan Greenway should help 
improve the team’s defense and they only need to keep outscoring 
expectations for 20 more games. 

Washington Capitals 

It’s the end of an era for Washington. There’s still a small chance for the 
Capitals to make the playoffs, but even if they do miraculously find a way, 
the team looks cooked. Washington has good depth, but elite talent is 
scarce. 

Data via Evolving Hockey 
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LeBrun: What NHL GMs are saying about a wild trade deadline — and if 
it could be the new norm 

 

Pierre LeBrun7-8 minutes 06/03/2023 

 

Are we looking at a trend or a one-off? 

No one can say for sure, of course, but the unprecedented number of 
trades in the period leading up to Friday’s NHL trade deadline sure 
makes you wonder. 

Is this how it’s going to be from now on? 

It was rather unbelievable for the league, at least. Quality and quantity. 
Day after day after day for weeks. Banger after banger. 

It rendered deadline day itself a bit of a dud because there was almost 
nobody left to trade. We did have Bruce Boudreau entertaining us at 
TSN, at least. 

And of course, we had Bad for Bedard. 

This was going to debut on #TradeCentre, but since the GMs couldn’t 
wait, neither will we… 

But in all seriousness, is this the way the NHL is going to conduct 
business in the weeks leading up to the deadline, going forward? 

The first word on it goes to a general manager who has half a century of 
trade deadlines under his belt. 

“My two cents: I think we’re very competitive people, and I don’t think it’s 
necessarily a trend. I think every year is different,” retiring Predators GM 
David Poile told The Athletic. “I believe in a domino effect — that certain 
things happen and people react to that, whether they were planning to or 
not. 

“I think the (Bo) Horvat deal was a big deal that got things kicked off, and 
things just snowballed from there.” 
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Veteran Blues GM Doug Armstrong had a similar read. 

“I don’t feel one season is a true indicator of any trend,” Armstrong told 
The Athletic. “I do feel the separation from playoff to non-playoff teams 
seemed to clarify itself earlier this season than in recent years. It appears 
that the early trades were made by teams that accepted their position, 
placed an asset value on players they would move and expressed that to 
teams in the playoff picture. 

“For us, personally, the 11-day break at the All-Star Game gave us time 
to begin the process with limited dynamic changes in the standings to 
consider.” 

The Blues indeed indicated to teams early on that they were ready to 
listen on pending unrestricted free agents Ryan O’Reilly, Vladimir 
Tarasenko, Ivan Barbashev and Noel Acciari. They didn’t need to wait. 
That helped fuel the market early on. 

But as it turns out, they weren’t alone. The Canucks, as Poile said, got it 
all kicked off in a meaningful way with the Horvat blockbuster on Jan. 30. 

In the ensuing days, you could feel the buzz around the league as GMs 
picked up the intensity and focus in their trade conversations. I remember 
picking up on that buzz but still thinking, because of past practice, that 
much of what was coming would get done closer to March 3. 

Wrong! 

Next came Tarasenko on Feb. 9, then O’Reilly-Acciari on Feb. 17, Dmitry 
Orlov–Garnet Hathaway on Feb. 23, Nino Niederreiter on Feb. 25, Timo 
Meier on Feb. 26, Tanner Jeannot on Feb. 26, Jack McCabe-Sam 
Lafferty on Feb. 27, Mattias Ekholm on Feb. 28, Patrick Kane on Feb. 28, 
Jakob Chychrun on March 1 … 

Absolutely wild. 

The NHL trade deadline came and went. 

Veteran Oilers GM Ken Holland thought it could be a pattern that repeats 
itself. 

“With many teams in rebuild mode and a relatively flat cap next year, this 
could become the norm,” Holland said. 

Wild GM Bill Guerin, who was busy in the final week with five trades of 
his own, added: “In my opinion, it was because there was an unusual 
amount of star players available … teams couldn’t risk waiting till the end 
just to get a better deal. I think it could be something we see more of, but 
not necessarily the way it will always be.” 

As Guerin noted, the multitude of good players on the market might have 
played a role. That’s not the case every year — not as deep as this 
market was anyway. 

“There were a lot of good options available for buyers,” Blue Jackets GM 
Jarmo Kekalainen said, “so sellers wanted to complete the deal as soon 
as the return met their needs. In some other years with fewer options in 
the market, sellers can drive the market up by waiting for better offers to 
appear.” 

The other dynamic to consider is that you had some long-standing 
winning programs suddenly selling. 

“You also had situations like us, where we decided to be big-time 
sellers,” Poile said of the Predators. “St. Louis a big-time seller. That’s 
not always the case to that extent.” 

And you can throw Washington in there, too. 

One GM, who didn’t want to be quoted, did muse that the Capitals on 
their own seemed to play a large role in the volume of trades. Indeed, 
Washington was a true wild card. The Caps looked like buyers a month 
ago, but an ill-timed losing streak motivated GM Brian MacLellan to shift 
gears and trade away five players. It was an attempt at a quick, one-year 
retool on the fly as Washington hopes to be competitive next season — 
hopefully with more luck on the injury front, too. 

The Caps’ swing in direction was impactful, to be sure, on the market as 
a whole. Playoff-bound Boston, Toronto, Colorado and Minnesota all did 
business with them. 

I would argue Detroit’s decision to suddenly sell was a close second to 
Washington’s status, as far as impacting the market in the final week. 
After losing twice to the Senators in a back-to-back Monday and 
Tuesday, the Red Wings didn’t waste time, trading away Filip Hronek on 
Wednesday and Tyler Bertuzzi on Thursday. 

Whatever the case, we saw a lead-up to deadline day like never before. 

The NHL’s 2023 trade deadline was a marathon: weeks of seemingly 
nonstop action that saw the rich get richer and big names in new 
uniforms. 

Which teams accomplished their goals, and which left their fanbases 
fuming? 

Trend or one-off? 

Maple Leafs GM Kyle Dubas, the busiest exec of them all before the 
deadline, says the truthful and honest answer for him is: “I don’t know.” 

“Hard to say,” echoed Golden Knights GM Kelly McCrimmon. “Every year 
is different.” 

Short and sweet answers, to be sure, from Dubas and McCrimmon. But 
perhaps the truest statements. 

Every deadline period is its own organism, feeding off varying elements, 
from the standings to cap space to expectations to rebuilds to expiring 
contracts. Those elements are there every year but never in the same 
exact same form or ratio. 

Like a piece of art, one could argue, every deadline period is its own 
design. 

This year’s deadline period, though, was an absolute masterpiece. 
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ESPN / NHL playoff standings update: West wild-card race heats up 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

9–12 minutes12:00 PM 

 

Now that the trade deadline has passed, the rush to the 2023 Stanley 
Cup playoffs begins in earnest. Each day until the final day of the regular 
season, we'll bring you updated playoff standings and projections, the 
game schedule, scores from the night before and the current draft lottery 
outlook, with Connor Bedard sitting as the prize for the team that wins the 
No. 1 pick. 

But before all of that, let's hone in today on the race for the two wild-card 
spots in the Western Conference. 

Following Sunday's action, the Colorado Avalanche have jumped into 
third place in the Central Division with 74 points, with the Winnipeg Jets 
sliding back into the second wild-card spot. The first wild-card spot is 
occupied by the Edmonton Oilers (76 points). 

Tonight, the Oilers will be paying a visit to the Buffalo Sabres in a game 
exclusively on ESPN+ and Hulu, as the Oilers continue their push for a 
slot in the Pacific Division seeds, or a wild card at least. The Jets will take 
on the San Jose Sharks. 

The Nashville Predators -- who traded away Mattias Ekholm, Tanner 
Jeannot, Nino Niederreiter and Mikael Granlund -- are six points behind 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 7, 2023 

 

Winnipeg heading into tonight's matchup against the Vancouver 
Canucks. FiveThirtyEight gives them a 38% chance of making the 
postseason. 

Meanwhile, the Calgary Flames -- who won the Pacific Division crown 
last season, before a summer of roster upheaval -- are seven points out, 
with a 15% chance at the playoffs. They will take on the Dallas Stars 
tonight, a club looking to tighten its hold on the top spot in the Central 
Division. 

As we enter the final stretch of the regular season, it's time to check in on 
all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for position in the 
2023 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Boston Bruins vs. WC2 Pittsburgh Penguins 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 New York Islanders 

M2 New Jersey Devils vs. M3 New York Rangers 

Western Conference 

C1 Dallas Stars vs. WC1 Edmonton Oilers 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 Colorado Avalanche 

P1 Vegas Golden Knights vs. WC2 Winnipeg Jets 

P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Seattle Kraken 

Monday's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All games not on ESPN, TNT or NHL Network 
are available via NHL Power Play, which is included in an ESPN+ 
subscription (local blackout restrictions apply). 

Edmonton Oilers at Buffalo Sabres, 7:30 PM (ESPN+/Hulu) 

San Jose Sharks at Winnipeg Jets, 7:30 PM 

Calgary Flames at Dallas Stars, 8:30 PM 

Ottawa Senators at Chicago Blackhawks, 9 PM 

Washington Capitals at Los Angeles Kings, 10:30 PM 

Nashville Predators at Vancouver Canucks, 10:30 PM 

Sunday's scoreboard 

Watch In the Crease on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Carolina Hurricanes 6, Tampa Bay Lightning 0 

Philadelphia Flyers 3, Detroit Red Wings 1 

Vegas Golden Knights 4, Montreal Canadiens 3 

New Jersey Devils 5, Arizona Coyotes 4 (OT) 

Seattle Kraken 3, Colorado Avalanche 2 (OT) 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

Boston Bruins 

Points: 103 

Regulation wins: 42 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 20 

Next game: vs. EDM (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 19 

Next game: @ NJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 19 

Next game: vs. PHI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 21 

Next game: vs. EDM (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 30% 

Tragic number: 39 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 20 

Next game: @ CHI (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 17% 

Tragic number: 37 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 68 
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Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 18 

Next game: vs. VGK (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 30% 

Tragic number: 33 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 19 

Next game: vs. CHI (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 1% 

Tragic number: 32 

Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 56 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 19 

Next game: vs. CAR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 23 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 90 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 21 

Next game: @ MTL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New Jersey Devils 

Points: 88 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 20 

Next game: vs. TOR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 19 

Next game: @ MTL (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 98% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 17 

Next game: vs. BUF (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 41% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 20 

Next game: vs. CBJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 69% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 18 

Next game: @ LA (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 14% 

Tragic number: 33 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 19 

Next game: @ TB (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 26 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 46 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 19 

Next game: vs. CAR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 
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Tragic number: 13 

Central Division 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 19 

Next game: vs. CGY (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 78 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 19 

Next game: vs. CGY (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 95% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 21 

Next game: vs. SJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 98% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 19 

Next game: vs. SJ (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 74% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 22 

Next game: @ VAN (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 38% 

Tragic number: 38 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 20 

Next game: @ ARI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 25 

Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 19 

Next game: vs. STL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 16 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 13 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 20 

Next game: vs. OTT (Monday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 13 

Pacific Division 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 82 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 19 

Next game: @ FLA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 98% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 18 

Next game: vs. WSH (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 95% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Seattle Kraken 

Points: 78 

Regulation wins: 29 
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Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 19 

Next game: vs. ANA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 96% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 18 

Next game: @ BUF (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 91% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 19 

Next game: @ DAL (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 15% 

Tragic number: 31 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 55 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 20 

Next game: vs. NSH (Monday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 21 

Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 50 

Regulation wins: 11 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 19 

Next game: @ SEA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 14 

San Jose Sharks 

Points: 48 

Regulation wins: 14 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 19 

Next game: @ WPG (Monday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 12 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team may move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. Sitting No. 1 on the 
draft board for this summer is Connor Bedard, who has been lauded as a 
generational talent. 

1. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 46 

Regulation wins: 15 

2. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 13 

3. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 48 

Regulation wins: 14 

4. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 50 

Regulation wins: 11 

5. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 16 

6. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 55 

Regulation wins: 16 

7. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 56 

Regulation wins: 17 

8. St. Louis Blues 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 19 

9. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 22 

10. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 22 

11. Calgary Flames 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 22 

12. Nashville Predators 

Points: 68 
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Regulation wins: 24 

13. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 24 

14. Washington Capitals 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 24 

15. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 25 

16. Florida Panthers 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 27 

Notes on traded picks impacting the top 16: 

    Montreal will receive Florida's first-round pick as a result of the trade 
last season that brought Ben Chiarot to the Panthers. 
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ESPN / NHL Awards WATCH: Who's leading for Hart, Norris, Calder? 

 

Greg Wyshynski16–20 minutes2:00 PM 

 

The NHL trade deadline has passed, which means the stretch run to the 
Stanley Cup playoffs is here. 

Is there enough time left to change the NHL awards race dynamics? 
Many of last month's front-runners are still in the lead for these awards. 

Welcome to the NHL Awards Watch for March. We've polled a wide 
selection of Professional Hockey Writers Association voters anonymously 
to get a sense of where the wind is blowing for the current leaders. We've 
made sure it's a cross-section from the entire league, trying to gain as 
many perspectives as possible. 

Bear in mind that the PHWA votes for the Hart, Norris, Calder, Selke and 
Lady Byng finalists; broadcasters vote for the Jack Adams; and general 
managers handle the Vezina. Also keep in mind the unofficial "you have 
to be in it to win it" protocol for the Hart and the Jack Adams. 

All stats are from Hockey-Reference.com, Natural Stat Trick and 
Evolving Hockey. 

Jump ahead: 

Ross | Richard | Hart 

Norris | Selke | Vezina 

Calder | Byng | Adams 

Art Ross Trophy (points leader) 

Current leader: Connor McDavid, Edmonton Oilers (122 points through 
Sunday's games) 

Watch out for: Leon Draisaitl, Edmonton Oilers (96) 

Longer shot: Let's be real, no one is catching McDavid. 

Maurice "Rocket" Richard Trophy (leading goal scorer) 

Current leaders: Connor McDavid, Edmonton Oilers (52 goals) 

Watch out for: David Pastrnak, Boston Bruins (44) 

Longer shot: Tage Thompson, Buffalo Sabres (42) 

Hart Trophy (MVP) 

Leader: Connor McDavid, Edmonton Oilers 

Finalists: David Pastrnak, Boston Bruins; Tage Thompson, Buffalo 
Sabres 

It wasn't unanimous, but McDavid is the clear favorite to win his third Hart 
Trophy as NHL MVP. 

"Even if he doesn't play another shift this season," one voter said. 

"As Larry Bird once said, 'Who's coming in second?'" another voter 
noted. "A first-place vote for anyone but Connor McDavid would be a 
disgrace at this point." 

Records are starting to fall during the most dominant season of 
McDavid's dominant career. His 58 points on the power play (18 goals, 
40 assists) passed Wayne Gretzky for the most in a single Oilers season. 
He nearly became the third player in NHL history to record six straight 
multigoal games, falling just short at five in a row. 

"The Oilers have had defensive struggles and it's why they cannot pull 
away in the West," another voter said. "If not for McDavid, this is 
probably a team that is struggling to get into the wild-card race, let alone 
be in a place to win the Pacific." 

He's on pace for 156 points this season. That would be the 14th-highest 
point total in NHL history and the highest by a player not named Wayne 
Gretzky or Mario Lemieux. That's the pantheon McDavid is entering right 
now. He might never catch Gretzky's nine Hart Trophy wins, but he can 
match Mario's career total. 

"He has nearly a 30-point lead on every other NHL player and the Oilers 
have all but locked up a playoff spot," a voter said. "This vote should be 
unanimous." 

The two players keeping our Hart ballots from being unanimous are 
Pastrnak and Thompson. 

The Bruins winger signed an eight-year, $90 million contract extension 
this week for performances like the ones we've seen from him this 
season. The man they call Pasta has 44 goals and 40 assists in 62 
games. While McDavid's 26-point gap to the Oilers' next-highest scorer 
(Leon Draisaitl) is incredible, Pastrnak is up 30 points over the second-
best scorer on the Bruins (Brad Marchand). 

"Pasta is on pace for 57 goals, which would be the most in franchise 
history by any player not named Phil Esposito," one voter said. "He had 
no reason to accept the Boston discount." 

That was the gap between Nikita Kucherov and the second-highest 
scorer on the Tampa Bay Lightning in 2018-19 when he won MVP 
honors. That's the lane for Pastrnak to win the Hart, if he has one: Best 
player on the best team, one that's chasing regular-season records for 
wins and points. That might not be enough given McDavid's offensive 
pyrotechnics. Pastrnak probably needs to win the Rocket Richard to 
really state that case. 

Thompson leads Rasmus Dahlin by 19 points for the Sabres' scoring title, 
but it's his goal total that has him in the Hart conversation. The center's 
42 goals in 61 games is 14 more than any other Buffalo player and ranks 
him second in the NHL this season. He has 32 goals in their 32 wins, 
including 63 of his 82 points in those wins. 

"I'm still on the Tage Thompson train," a voter said. "I mean, look at the 
Buffalo Sabres and how they're still in it this late. Team Tage." 
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I've said for months that Thompson might have a Hart case if he's the 
reason the Sabres make the playoffs for the first time since 2011. As of 
Sunday, there was a 22% chance of that happening. 

There were a few other players in consideration for Hart nomination. One 
of them was Draisaitl, McDavid's teammate on the Oilers. "It's not his 
fault that he plays alongside one of the 10 greatest players in NHL 
history," one voter said. "He is no ordinary sidekick. With the league's 
second-highest point total, Draisaitl at least warrants a mention." 

Another was Mikko Rantanen of the Colorado Avalanche, who has 41 
goals on the season. "I think he's a hair ahead of Tage Thompson, who 
would move up if Buffalo makes it," another voter said. 

Finally, one of our other voters had an eye on Kirill Kaprizov: "He's 
carrying the Minnesota Wild of late. They win low-scoring tight games 
and he scores an inordinate percentage of their goals." 

Norris Trophy (top defenseman) 

Leader: Erik Karlsson, San Jose Sharks 

Finalists: Rasmus Dahlin, Buffalo Sabres; Adam Fox, New York Rangers 

What was a tight vote in previous Awards Watch installments finds 
Karlsson increasing his advantage. The Sharks defenseman now owns 
over two-thirds of the first-place votes for the Norris, seeking the third of 
his career and first since 2015. 

"Because who else?" one Karlsson voter quipped. 

A few voters wondered about the one-sided nature of Karlsson's game 
this season, as well as the Sharks' lack of success. 

"You could see this coming down to voters choosing between the 
defenseman who had one of the most prolific campaigns we've seen over 
the last 20 years or do they take a defenseman who did everything for a 
playoff team?" one voter wondered. 

Others were willing to put those concerns on the back burner to celebrate 
Karlsson's incredible season. 

"Karlsson is still on pace to top 100 points," another Karlsson voter said. 
"I don't care about his defensive deficiencies. I don't care that the Sharks 
suck. One hundred points by a defenseman is so incredible that I am 
blinded by the heat." 

Karlsson had 80 points in 63 games through Sunday, which is 14 points 
better than Winnipeg Jets defenseman Josh Morrissey for the NHL's 
leading scorer among defensemen. The NHL hasn't had a 100-point 
season from a defenseman since Brian Leetch in 1992-93. 

"This is one of the all-time offensive performances from a defenseman," 
a voter said. 

But Karlsson still has some competition, including a previous Norris 
winner in Adam Fox of the Rangers. He was the clear second choice 
among the voters. 

Fox is sixth among defensemen with 57 points in 63 games. He skates 
24:54 per game and is one of the best all-around defensemen in the 
NHL. 

"I'm still leaning Fox for his overall game, but it's getting tougher to ignore 
Karlsson, Morrissey and [Rasmus] Dahlin, among others," a Fox 
supporter said. 

Dahlin was the third choice for our voters. The Sabres defenseman has 
been a revelation this season, setting career highs across the board (14 
goals, 49 assists, 63 points and a plus-23) while skating 25:50 per game. 

A few voters mentioned that their support of Dahlin was tied to Buffalo 
making the postseason. Other voters felt that no matter what the Sabres 
do, Dahlin's season should be celebrated. 

"Only Drew Doughty and Cale Makar are logging more average ice time 
than Dahlin, who is on pace for 86 points this season," one voter noted. 
"That would break Phil Housley's franchise record [81]." 

Other defensemen who were mentioned included Morrissey, Makar and 
Hampus Lindholm of the Boston Bruins. 

Calder Trophy (top rookie) 

Leader: Matty Beniers, Seattle Kraken 

Finalists: Mason McTavish, Anaheim Ducks; Owen Power, Buffalo 
Sabres 

There was only one unanimous choice for an award winner in this 
month's Awards Watch, and it was Beniers for the Calder. 

"He wins by default," one voter said. 

The 20-year-old center leads all rookies with 44 points in 60 games this 
season. His 19 goals is also tops among rookies. He's averaging 16:59 
per game and has skated to a plus-7. Few rookies have been as vital to 
their teams as Beniers has been to the Kraken. 

"This year's rookie class has seen a number of contributors make an 
impact on their teams," a voter said. "As of now, it looks like Beniers has 
had the biggest impact on a team that went from the lottery and possibly 
into the playoffs in one season." 

McTavish is second in points among rookies, with 37 points in 62 games 
this season. 

"With steady production throughout the season in a 'meh' rookie class, he 
has inserted himself into the Calder conversation," added another voter, 
who added that McTavish is challenging for the Calder "despite the 
Ducks being horrid." 

Power rounded out the top three. He has 23 points in 53 games this 
season, skating to a plus-12 for the contending Sabres. Most importantly, 
he leads all rookies with 23:43 of ice time per game. 

What's interesting about this Calder vote: None of the rookie goalies was 
given a push. Logan Thompson of the Vegas Golden Knights, Stuart 
Skinner of the Edmonton Oilers, Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen of the Sabres, 
Dan Vladar of the Calgary Flames ... none of them was prominently 
mentioned by our voters. 

"The goalies who were once in this conversation no longer warrant a 
mention," a voter concluded. "I can't remember being this underwhelmed 
by an NHL rookie class [of goalies]." 

Vezina Trophy (top goaltender) 

Note: General managers vote for this award. 

Leader: Linus Ullmark, Boston Bruins 

Finalists: Connor Hellebuyck, Winnipeg Jets; Ilya Sorokin, New York 
Islanders 

Last month's top three remains intact, with Ullmark as the clear favorite. 

The Bruins goalie is 32-4-1 with a .938 save percentage and a 1.89 
goals-against average. He's No. 1 in goal saved above expected, 
adjusted save percentage and wins above replacement. Boston is on a 
different level than every other team in the NHL, and its starting goalie is 
a primary reason why. 

"We focus a lot on wins, goals-against average and save percentage -- 
as we should. But he's only lost five times. Five times. Four in regulation 
and once in overtime," a voter said. "He's got a really strong cast around 
him. But he also makes some saves and has had a number of nights 
when he is the reason the Bruins win games." 

Another voter found one flaw in his game, albeit a cheeky one: "He has 
to catch up in the Rocket Richard race too. I mean, only one goal? 
C'mon." 
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Sorokin was the clear second choice among voters, with 20% of the vote. 
While he's only 21-18-6 on the season, the Islanders goalie has a .926 
save percentage and a 2.34 goals-against average. He's tied for the NHL 
lead with five shutouts. He's second to Ullmark in goals saved above 
expected, adjusted save percentage and wins above replacement. 

One Sorokin voter conceded that it'll be hard to overcome Ullmark. "It's 
still Sorokin when taking into account the team quality in front and the 
shot quality against, but I'm hardly going to be upset when Ullmark wins 
it. What a ridiculous season he's having," they said. 

The other goalie to receive a first-place vote is Hellebuyck. He's 27-19-2 
in 48 games, with a .919 save percentage and a 2.62 goals-against 
average. The 2020 Vezina winner is arguably the Jets' MVP in their push 
for the playoffs. He's second to Anaheim's John Gibson in both shots 
faced and saves made this season. 

Other goalies mentioned by voters were Jake Oettinger of the Dallas 
Stars, Alexandar Georgiev of the Colorado Avalanche and Juuse Saros 
of the Nashville Predators. 

"Saros probably won't be dragging the Predators into the playoffs, but 
that's what happens when your team is scoring like a lottery team," a 
voter said. "He is among the top five in every meaningful analytic." 

Selke Trophy (best defensive forward) 

Leader: Patrice Bergeron, Boston Bruins 

Finalists: Mitchell Marner, Toronto Maple Leafs; Jordan Staal, Carolina 
Hurricanes 

Bergeron is well on his way to extending his NHL record for Selke wins to 
six, as the Bruins captain earned first-place votes on all but two ballots. 

"He's Patrice Bergeron. Next question," a voter concluded. 

The Bruins give up 1.16 goals every 60 minutes at 5-on-5 with Bergeron 
on the ice. Their goalies have a .956 save percentage when he's out 
there. He's a contributor to the best penalty kill in the NHL (86.6%). He 
wins over 60% of his faceoffs. 

"I want to be cool and bold and pick Jordan Staal or Mikael Backlund 
here, but it's Bergeron. It's always Bergeron," another voter said. 

As the Bruins chase history in the regular season, Bergeron is a key 
reason why. 

"It would be so deserving for Bergeron to get another Cup to cement his 
astounding and unconventional legacy," another voter noted. 

The other players to receive first-place votes for the Selke were Staal 
and Marner. 

The Hurricanes allow 2.09 goals per 60 minutes when Staal is on the ice. 
He's the fulcrum for one of the NHL's best defensive lines (with Jesper 
Fast and Jordan Martinook). He wins 54.3% of his faceoffs. 

The Leafs give up 2.10 goals per 60 minutes at 5-on-5 when Marner is 
on the ice. He plays on the team's penalty kill and adeptly uses his speed 
to make plays defensively. 

One voter just wanted to see Marner win in order to break the 
stranglehold centers have had on the Selke since 2003. "Time for a 
winger to win," the voter who put Marner first said. 

Other players mentioned by our voters were Nico Hischier of the New 
Jersey Devils, who was in the top three last month, Elias Pettersson of 
the Vancouver Canucks, and Brandon Hagel of the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 

Lady Byng Trophy (gentlemanly play) 

This is the part where I mention that the Lady Byng Trophy for 
gentlemanly play should be voted on by the league's on-ice officials or by 
the NHL Players' Association. 

Once again, we'll have to give the nod to center Jack Hughes of the New 
Jersey Devils, who has 76 points in 58 games and just four penalty 
minutes. But Jaccob Slavin of the Hurricanes, who won the Byng in 2021, 
has just eight penalty minutes while averaging 22:14 per night of tough 
defensive play. 

Jack Adams Award (best coach) 

Note: The NHL Broadcasters' Association votes on this award. 

Leader: Jim Montgomery, Boston Bruins 

Finalists: Bruce Cassidy, Vegas Golden Knights; Lindy Ruff, New Jersey 
Devils 

One of our voters put it best: "What an awesome story to watch." 

Montgomery was fired by the Dallas Stars in December 2019 for 
"unprofessional conduct." He announced he had checked into rehab for 
alcohol abuse in January 2020. That September, he was hired as an 
assistant coach with the St. Louis Blues. In June 2022, he was hired as 
the head coach of the Bruins and has been credited for turning them into 
the juggernaut that's challenging NHL regular-season records. 

"Boston has not slowed down, and after the trade deadline, the team is 
even more stocked for a Cup run," a voter said. 

Another voter had Montgomery first, but conceded that "Lindy Ruff isn't 
far away." 

Ruff was one of three coaches to receive first-place votes other than 
Montgomery. The Devils coach has overseen one of the most dramatic 
turnarounds in recent memory: New Jersey tallied just 63 points last 
season, and Money Puck projects them to finish with around 112 points 
this season. 

"No matter what happens in 'The Eastern Octagon,' Ruff belongs in this 
conversation," another voter said. 

The next coach to receive the most support was Cassidy, who has kept 
the Golden Knights on track despite their early goaltending concerns and 
a series of injuries during the season. 

The other coach to receive a first-place vote was Dean Evason of the 
Minnesota Wild. 

"Look at the goal differential. They have to play close games in order to 
win," another voter said. "They have a defensive system that, if it came 
with goals to go with it, we'd be talking about them in another way. That 
is not to take away from Jim Montgomery, who has been damn near 
perfect. But there is also something to be said about what Evason is 
doing with the Wild." 

Other coaches who received attention included Dave Hakstol of the 
Seattle Kraken, Rod Brind'Amour of the Carolina Hurricanes and Andre 
Tourigny, who made the Arizona Coyotes better than anyone anticipated 
this season. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames Takeaways: Huberdeau's world-class pass leads 
to 'massive' win 

 

Eric Francis | March 7, 2023, 12:48 AM 

4–6 minutes 

 

It was the type of pass Flames fans expected plenty of when the coach 
opened the season anointing Jonathan Huberdeau “the best passer this 
team has had in, maybe, ever.” 
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Spotting Tyler Toffoli streaking down the middle of the ice as the final 10 
seconds of a see-saw battle unfolded on Monday, Huberdeau made a 
world-class pass between two defenders that sprung the team's leading 
goal scorer for a solo sprint he finished brilliantly with 6.2 seconds left. 

Converting the breakaway with a top shelf beauty over Jake Oettinger’s 
glove, Toffoli kick-started an animated celebration the Flames hope will 
carry over in Minneapolis Tuesday ... and beyond. 

Despite coughing up a pair of two-goal leads, a dramatic 5-4 win over the 
host Dallas Stars should do well to erase the horrible taste the Flames’ 
fifth straight loss left Saturday when they were booed off the ice. 

More importantly, it erased two points from what is now a five-point deficit 
between Calgary and the Coloardo Avalanche, who sit in the West's final 
wild card position. 

The Flames also gained one point on the Winnipeg Jets, who had their 
lead trimmed to six after their overtime loss to San Jose. 

The message -- they're not dead yet. 

“It was a massive win,” Rasmus Andersson told FAN 960 before jetting 
off in search of revenge on the Wild. 

“When Toff went in, I was kind of praying he’d score. 

“Thank God he did.” 

Otherwise, an evening like that might have been destined for yet another 
overtime loss.  

“We always have to make it a tight game towards the end,” lamented 
Elias Lindholm of the back-and-forth affair that saw the Stars tie it 4-4 
with six minutes left. 

“Nice to get the two points and get a couple bounces.” 

LINE DANCING  

On top of the game-winning setup, Huberdeau had a solid night of 
creativity on a new line formed to make room for trade deadline 
acquisition Nick Ritchie. 

It paid off immediately, as the big winger banged in a Huberdeau 
rebound four minutes in, to open the scoring. 

The goal made good on Ritchie’s morning optimism. 

“I’ve got a good feeling about it,” he said of the opportunity to play with 
Huberdeau and Nazem Kadri, who both finished with two helpers. 

“Playing with guys like that, just being hard on the forecheck, physical, 
getting those guys the puck and getting back to the net would be the idea 
tonight.” 

That’s exactly what he did a handful of times in his 15 minutes of ice 
time, which included two minutes on the power play. 

“(Ritchie) gave them a net presence and some corner play – there’s 
some physicality there,” said coach Darryl Sutter, who suggested 
Saturday’s boos were directed at top-end players like Huberdeau and 
Kadri. 

“The veterans have got to elevate their play.” 

MORE LINEWORK 

The line shuffling had many fans in a tizzy after morning skate, as Jakob 
Pelletier was elevated to the top line with Toffoli and Lindholm. 

Not many had a problem with another Pelletier promotion, as the fan 
favourite continues to be dangerous, and entertaining, as witnessed by 
his attempt to lift Lindholm off the ice after the centre’s late second-period 
goal put the Flames up 3-2. 

“He’s a great kid -- brings a lot of energy, very positive guy,” laughed 
Lindholm when asked if the youngster was able to hoist him. 

“He’s been very good for our team.  He’s always happy and celebrating. 
It’s nice to play with him.” 

The unpopular side of the new lines had Dillon Dube demoted to centring 
the fourth unit, and Walker Duehr out of the lineup. 

Word from the GM was Brett Ritchie was traded to make more room for 
Duehr, who has been a tremendous revelation for the Flames. 

Time will tell. 

THE CASE FOR THE DEFENCE  

Andersson’s third-period goal, combined with Nikita Zadorov’s ninth of 
the season, marked the first time a Flames defenceman had scored in 12 
games. 

Zadorov’s goal was made possible by a tremendous pass by new partner 
Troy Stecher, who picked up his first assist as a Flame with the play. 

Andersson and some of the other trusty defenders on the penalty kill 
were instrumental in keeping the game tied late, after a Ritchie penalty 
with three minutes left jeopardized a gutsy outing by the Flames. 

MacKenzie Weegar finished with two assists, was plus-3 and made a big 
hit that kick-started the sequence leading to the game-winning goal.   
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' Skinner shines in win over Sabres, looks ready to 
seize starting role 

 

Mark Spector | March 7, 2023, 12:03 AM 

5–6 minutes 

 

BUFFALO — Today’s Edmonton Oilers are never going to be yesterday’s 
New Jersey Devils.  

There will be no 22-save shutouts for Stuart Skinner, the way there were 
for the great Martin Brodeur, where 18 of the shots come from outside 
the hashmarks.  

This is a team that is still waiting for its first shutout this season — and 
that’s not on the goalies. They are the highest scoring team in the 
National Hockey League, but that mantle comes at a price — one that 
tends to get paid by the guy in goal.  

“I don't know if I completely believe that,” began Stuart Skinner, who 
gave his team all the opportunity it needed to win a 3-2 game at Buffalo 
that was, in reality, a 5-4 game in disguise. “We've played some games 
where we have gotten all the shots from the outside. Against Toronto (a 
5-2 win), one of the best teams in the league, we did that. We definitely 
have it in here…”  

On a Monday in Western New York, the up and coming Sabres and the 
slightly more established Oilers put on a show, splitting up 35 shots on 
goal in the first period alone. But unlike Saturday in Winnipeg, Edmonton 
simply got one more save than the other guys, as the 24-year-old rookie 
Skinner outduelled 41-year-old Craig Anderson in a beauty at the 
KeyBank Center.  

Amazingly, the score was tied 1-1 after that wild opening 20 minutes, 
before the clubs settled down somewhat.  

While Saturday’s 7-5 loss in Winnipeg was a nightmare for Jack 
Campbell, Skinner was feeling pretty good about the opening 20 — even 
if the coach was likely pulling his hair out.  
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“It's a lot more fun when you're making saves. When you come out at 1-
1,” Skinner said. “I mean it's definitely fun for me. I get to do my thing out 
there.”  

Hey, these are Connor McDavid’s Oilers.  

Fun to watch means fun to watch — at both ends.  

“Every single team, no matter how defensively good you are, (gives up 
chances),” Skinner said. “Martin Brodeur had those games where he had 
to make some unbelievable saves too. As a goalie that's what you got to 
do.”  

Oh boy, did the Oilers need some evidence that Skinner is ready to seize 
the starter’s role down the stretch, and he gave them every reason to 
start him in both Boston on Thursday and Toronto two nights later.  

“They play a fast-paced, open style of hockey,” said Zach Hyman, who 
had a plus-2 night on a line with Connor McDavid and at first Ryan 
McLeod, then later the industrious Warren Foegele. “There are going to 
be chances both ways with the way that they play. Winning the game 3-2 
was really big.”  

No one wants to kick Campbell when he’s down. But there is simply a 
sense of calm that envelopes a team whose goalie makes all the saves 
he is supposed to, and a few that he is not.  

This was high event hockey, with NaturalStatTrick charting the scoring 
chances at 35-33 for Buffalo, and the high danger chances at 13-12 for 
the Oilers. The shots on goal ended at 39-37 for the Sabres, and Skinner 
comes out with a save percentage of .966.  

“He made all the big stops, kept us in the game. Played great,” said 
Hyman.  

We’re not sure that anyone in this dressing room cares which goalie finds 
the kind of game they are going to need down the stretch and into the 
playoffs. As long as one of Campbell or Skinner gets it done.  

“Any team that goes on and wins the Stanley Cup has a goalie that's 
making saves,” said Hyman. “You don't win (without that). Stu played 
great tonight. He’s a huge part of our team.”  

Speaking of playing great, McDavid had another two-goal game — the 
sixth  in his last eight starts. He’s at 54 goals and 124 points — both 
career- and league-highs.  

“Only 124?” joked Skinner.  

McDavid pounced on a rebound behind the net and beat Anderson to the 
far post on a wrap-around to open the scoring. Then he sifted one 
underneath the Sabres ‘tender off the rush for the game-winner.  

It’s a puck that Anderson stopped all night long, but somehow it’s just 
different when the greatest player in the game is shooting it. When a guy 
has 54 goals in 65 games, we’re not blaming a goalie when he rips off 
another two-goal game.  

Derek Ryan potted his 11th on an excellent night for the fourth line, who 
kept the puck in Buffalo’s end more often than not. It was a rare night 
when head coach Jay Woodcroft settled on a traditional 12-forwards, six-
defencemen lineup, and they looked stable.  

“Everyone was rolling. It was nice to see all four lines rolling, going 12 
and six,” said Foegele. “It’s kind of nice to play with some consistent 
linemates. Feel a rhythm. Now we’ve got a very big game coming up. 
Gotta be ready for it.”  

These are the games this team has leaked away in the past. But not 
tonight, which is important with road games in Boston and Toronto next 
on the docket.  

“It's good that we can get wins like tonight. Win a 3-2 game and build off 
that,” Foegele said. “We had the lead there with (16:37)  left in the third 
period and we shut it down. That's huge for our group. It was a mature 

win, and that's something we have to grasp and continue going into the 
playoffs.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Following scratch, Jets' Schmidt puts 'a good foot forward' 
in OT loss to Sharks 

 

Ken Wiebe | March 7, 2023, 12:11 AM 

5–6 minutes 

 

WINNIPEG - This is one of those times when muscle memory can come 
in handy - even if it’s been quite a while between healthy scratches for 
Nate Schmidt. 

For the Winnipeg Jets defenceman, receiving the news that he wouldn’t 
be in the lineup for Saturday’s rematch with the Edmonton Oilers wasn’t 
something he was expecting and was still tough to digest, even though 
he’d had several meetings with head coach Rick Bowness about the line 
to elevate his play. 

Being on the sidelines and having to watch is no fun for anyone, but 
Schmidt realizes why the decision was made and he knew why it was 
important to get back to doing the things he’s good at when he was 
tapped on the shoulder to suit up on Monday against the San Jose 
Sharks. 

When the head coach asks for more, you need to find a way to provide 
more, whether you’re an established veteran or someone trying to lock 
down a regular spot in the lineup. 

Schmidt did just that on Monday, providing an important third-period goal 
as the Jets secured a valuable point before falling 3-2 in overtime to the 
Sharks on a breakaway goal from Logan Couture at 1:21 of the three-on-
three session. 

“You look back at some of your past experiences and you have to make 
sure that you come back in and put a good foot forward because you 
can’t be feeling sorry for yourself over what happened,” Schmidt said 
after the morning skate. “This game is a fickle thing sometimes. You’ve 
always got to make sure that you’re prepared.” 

Schmidt backed up those words with actions, skating alongside Dylan 
Samberg on the third pairing, taking 19 shifts for 15:05 of ice time while 
being credited with four shots on goal and a blocked shot. 

When Schmidt is on his game, he’s moving his feet and making 
aggressive, confident reads. He’s also getting involved in the offence, 
whether that’s unloading a shot from the point or joining the rush. 

Although Bowness wasn’t prepared to answer a question about whether 
or not Schmidt would have been in the lineup had Kyle Capobianco not 
come down with an illness and been unavailable (“Nice try,” said 
Bowness), Schdmidt was up for the challenge issued by his head coach. 

“You’ve brought yourself in the discussion of ‘are you going to play 
tonight?’ Now you’ve got to play your way out of that discussion,” said 
Bowness. 

Schmidt’s goal was the go-ahead marker and came after a slick pass 
from Nikolaj Ehlers just after a power-play had expired. 

“You know we always talk about possession before position when it 
comes to the power play. A spot for me that was new, especially going 
into the bumper,” said Schmidt. “But (Blake Wheeler) and (Nikolaj Ehlers) 
were around the half wall so, I just kind of have to find the open spot for 
you to go and just kind of man that area. (Ehlers) makes a great play for 
me to have a chance there. 
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“You give your team a chance to win with a couple minutes left in the 
game.” 

The goal wouldn’t stand up as the game-winner though, as the Sharks 
evened the score with 10.2 seconds to go, leaving the Jets to ponder 
what might have been had Morweena product James Reimer not finished 
with 36 saves - including a remarkable right skate save off Morgan 
Barron on a shorthanded opportunity. 

“I mean, we outplayed them. It’s hard when you lose that extra point in 
overtime. You’re disappointed,” said Bowness, whose team slipped to 
35-25-3 going into Wednesday’s Central Division tilt with the Minnesota 
Wild. “It’s hard to get a good picture right now. Did we play a bad game? 
Absolutely not. Did we deserve two points? Yeah. But we didn’t get 
them.” 

The Jets other goal came off the stick of Nino Niederreiter, who 
continues to blend in well with his new team. 

“Nino does a lot of stuff really well. Little things that maybe don’t always 
show up (on the scoresheet),” said Schmidt. “It’s exciting to see that he 
gets his first. He’s had a lot of good chances. Think he rattled another 
one off the bar and drew a penalty or two. He’s effective on the 
forecheck, a big body, you can’t move him when he’s in front of the net. 

“He creates a lot of chaos, and as a defenceman it’s tough to play 
against when he’s got his big wide frame boxing you out. Whether it’s in 
the corner or down low he really does create a lot of space for the other 
guys that he’s playing with and for the D. He sucks other guys into him 
which makes it a lot easier for us to find some of the areas that he’s now 
created with his space and with his body movement. He’s been getting 
better every game he’s been with us.” 

Niederreiter’s goal was the 200th of his career and he’s one point shy of 
his 400th point. 

“Hope I’m not going to stop here, I’m trying to get more and more,” said 
Niederreiter. “It’s definitely a great mark and I’m definitely proud of it but 
hopefully there’s more to come.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks’ culture heading in ‘right direction’ as Tocchet 
rewards effort with opportunity 

 

Iain MacIntyre | March 7, 2023, 3:12 AM 

5–7 minutes 

 

VANCOUVER — Three minutes into overtime on Monday, Vasily 
Podkolzin found himself on the ice for the Vancouver Canucks. And it 
wasn’t because he fell off the bench. 

The 21-year-old winger, who was sent to the minors in November for 
remedial work and spent nearly half the season there, was sent out in OT 
by Canucks coach Rick Tocchet as reward for Podkolzin’s strong, diligent 
game in a depth role. The Russian had also scored on a first-period 
deflection. 

It would be a great story if Podkolzin had scored in OT, but his lone 
three-on-three shot was saved by Nashville Predators goalie Jusse 
Saros, who didn’t allow a goal until Elias Pettersson shot through his 
pads in the shootout as the Canucks won 4-3 at Rogers Arena. 

But Podkolzin’s three-on-three twirl was still an important story — about 
his season and the relatively new head coach and the change in culture 
finally underway on a team that is about to miss the National Hockey 
League playoffs for the seventh time in eight seasons. 

There is opportunity with Tocchet. If you play the right way by working as 
hard to prevent goals as score them, winning more puck battles than you 
lose and doing other thankless, difficult things to help the team win, you 
will be rewarded. 

Podkolzin’s 33-second shift increased his overtime time-on-ice total this 
season to 33 seconds. 

The second-year Canuck, forced to confront in the minors his own role in 
his sophomore slump, has the same opportunity to earn more ice time as 
everyone else. 

Just like, say, rookie checking centre Nils Aman did three games ago in 
Dallas when he logged 20:02 of ice time in a 5-4 win. Or as journeyman 
forward Phil DiGiuseppe has almost since the moment he was recalled 
from the American Hockey League soon after Tocchet replaced Bruce 
Boudreau six weeks ago. Or as minor-league goalie Arturs Silovs did on 
Monday when he was recalled due to backup Collin Delia’s illness and 
was given the chance to start against the Predators because he had 
played so well during a four-game callup in February. 

Even the stars are getting their ice time portions on merit these days. 
Like outstanding rookie Andrei Kuzmenko, who saw his TOI under the 
new coach plummet to a low of 10:35 one month ago, but hit 19 minutes 
for six straight games before the Canucks’ 4-1 win against the Toronto 
Maple Leafs on Saturday. 

“I played (under Tocchet) for three years in Arizona and my minutes went 
from 11 to 14 to 18,” Canuck winger Conor Garland said. “When you play 
the right way, you get more minutes and you get rewarded. The best 
thing with him is, like, a wall battle can be just as big as a goal. If you get 
a puck out, that's big and that's why you're going to go back out there 
next shift.  

“Every guy wants to play for him because (winning) is not up to three 
guys that feel like they're deciding the game. Every guy has a role. It's 
not like he just opens the door for guys who can put the puck in the net at 
a high rate. You earn what you get.” 

So, there was Podkolzin in overtime, along with newly-acquired Vitali 
Kravtsov and defenceman Christian Wolanin, another AHL recall. 
Tocchet used 11 different skaters in OT. 

It’s not three guys deciding the game, although Pettersson, Kuzmenko 
and Quinn Hughes have been good enough to decide several of them 
this season. 

“I'm a young guy, and I know my role right now,” Podkolzin said after just 
his third goal in 30 NHL games this season. “I need to play strong. I need 
to get the trust from coaches. . . and I think they will give me more 
minutes. I understand my role here. I can score goals also but, like, I 
can't score 30 right now. But I can do some some good things for the 
team and then just build for rest of the season for next year as well. 
Because next year is going the most important on my career.” 

That kind of attitude is not great for tanking, but it is good for the culture 
Tocchet is building. 

“That's changing,” veteran J.T. Miller, another player who has responded 
favourably to greater accountability, told reporters after the morning skate 
on Monday. “It has to because what we were doing before clearly wasn't 
working. So there's a process for us to take to get to where we want to 
be, and I think for the most part, so far since Rick's been here, it has 
been going the right direction.” 

The Canucks yielded two late goals to the Predators to stumble into 
overtime. But it was still the sixth time in eight games they’d allowed 
three or fewer. They’re not quite winning a Jennings Trophy doing that 
over a full season, but remember that Tocchet took over a 27th-place 
team that was 31st in defending.  

Better goaltending has helped immensely.  
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Silovs stopped 29 of 32 shots to nudge his save percentage to .908. 
Starter Thatcher Demko has posted a .937 save rate in three games 
since he returned from injury. 

“When you play more games at this level, you're getting more confident, 
right?” Silovs, 21, said. “You gain experience and it translates in games. I 
think it's really good that I'm getting those chances, but I'm using those 
chances, you know? I'm trying to do my best every single game.” 

He learned only late Sunday night that he’d be playing in the NHL on 
Monday. 

“I mean, it’s opportunity, right?” he said. 

It is indeed. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Spring fever hitting fans hard in Ottawa as Senators make 
unexpected playoff push 

 

Wayne Scanlan | March 6, 2023, 11:44 AM 

6–7 minutes 

 

Spring fever has hit Ottawa.  

And it appears to be contagious.  

Call it a potent mix of longer, brighter days combined with an Ottawa 
Senators hockey team playing lights out right now, surging as wild-card 
contenders.  

Saturday night at the CTC was a prime example. Perhaps even the best 
example.  

Ottawa fans hyper-reacted to the smallest details of the evening, putting 
up a roar when newly acquired defenceman Jakob Chychrun took his 
first shift on home ice, his No. 6 and giant image appearing on the 
scoreboard screen.  

When Chychrun scored his first goal as an Ottawa Senator, part of a 5-2 
rout of the Columbus Blue Jackets, the crowd of 18,073 erupted. Clearly, 
they are paying attention to recent news events surrounding this team.  

Chychrun scores first goal with Senators on a rocket off the crossbar 

You know things are going well when the players are having just as much 
fun as the fans.  

Later in the game, Chychrun saw his own image on the scoreboard and 
raised his arm in salute, which of course sent fans into a tizzy.  

“I don’t know what made me do that, just spur of the moment,” Chychrun 
told reporters afterwards. 

“But the crowd got me going, so that’s what it’s all about, just having fun.” 

'Made me a little nervous' Chychrun on crowd's reaction in his home 
debut 

Chychrun’s sister, Taylor, and his grandfather, John, stood and toasted 
their guy during this welcome home for a player whose father, Jeff 
Chychrun, grew up in nearby Nepean.  

If the trade for Chychrun before Friday's deadline is the home run it 
appears to be, the 24-year-old defenceman is going to be front and 
centre during this push to reach the top eight of the Eastern Conference.  

Believe in omens? The victory over Columbus was the Sens’ fifth 
straight, a run they haven’t seen since the last time the Senators reached 
the playoffs, in 2017.  

Of course, there is some work to do. Heading into tonight’s game in 
Chicago against the last-place Blackhawks, the Sens at 68 points are 
three behind Pittsburgh for the second wild card spot and four back of the 
New York Islanders, but with three games in hand on NYI.  

If the Senators look like the hungriest team among the wild-card 
contenders, their fans certainly have a thirst for post-season hockey.  

In the third period on Saturday, a chant went up in the stands: “WE 
WANT PLAY-OFFS! WE WANT PLAY-OFFS!” 

Apparently, the Senators bench heard the chant.  

“It kind of gave me chills, to be honest,” said centre Tim Stützle, who 
scored two of Ottawa’s five goals to surge to a team-leading 31 goals on 
the season. “It was so loud and it was awesome. We’re playing great 
right now and hope to keep it going.” 

Senators' Stutzle on electric crowd in Ottawa: 'we feed off them' 

For a different perspective, I spent most of Saturday’s game in the 
stands, where the atmosphere has been transformed every bit as much 
as the Senators bearing in the Eastern Conference.  

This was Pride Night, and fans were wearing or waving their Pride shirts. 
Senators head coach D.J. Smith wore a Pride logo on his Senators cap 
at the morning availability, and spoke of the importance of inclusion in 
hockey.  

It was a topic of discussion that a night like this could not have happened 
under the watch of previous owner Eugene Melnyk, who kept a tight rein 
on his staff’s social media and promotional expression. And yet his 
daughters, Anna and Olivia, guardians of the club through a pending 
ownership transition, made it clear they wanted the Senators to be more 
inclusive.  

And so we are witnessing a franchise regeneration at all levels, on all 
fronts. A talented, mostly 20-something group of players are maturing 
into the type of competitive and caring team that the Senators were 
known for in earlier renditions. Many of those alumni are attending 
games and practices, feeling more welcome at the Canadian Tire Centre 
than at any time since they wore the team crest themselves.  

Dorion has built a solid core and Smith has them playing a better all-
around game, complete with improved five-on-five scoring, elite special 
teams play and tighter defence than we have seen all season.  

Spectators are pouring out to Kanata in droves, driving up attendance to 
a level not seen since the Senators were last competitive. Yes, there is a 
buy-one, get-one free initiative for the month of March, but there were 
years when these promotions didn’t make a dent.  

Today, fans want to support their team. And as much as the region looks 
forward to a new, central arena one day, the trek to the west end clearly 
isn’t the burden some would make it out to be.  

I asked an usher in the 100 level if he can feel the difference in the fan 
base.  

“They’re very excited,” he said. “Because this team is exciting to watch.” 

It’s that simple. Who wouldn’t pay to see a generational talent like 
Stützle, an emerging superstar in the game at age 21.  

Captain Brady Tkachuk wears his heart on his broad sleeve. When the 
Senators were swamping the Detroit Red Wings in a pair of games in late 
February, Tkachuk challenged the entire Detroit bench.  

“Who wants it?” he taunted. Later in the game, Tkachuk scored a goal 
and did a two-arm, bicep flex pose.  

On Saturday, a clever fan unveiled a poster of Tkachuk, in the pose. With 
the caption: ‘Who wants it?’ 
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Veterans like Claude Giroux, Travis Hamonic and Derick Brassard, 
caught up in the youth wave, are playing as though they are kids again. 
Ditto for goaltender Cam Talbot, who will be a key figure down the 
stretch.  

The next eight days are big, with road games in Chicago, Seattle, 
Vancouver, Calgary and Edmonton. The Senators don’t need to win them 
all, just enough to stay in the mix, before they finish the month with five of 
eight games at home.  

Fun times. Spring fever. It is spreading like a wave in the Nation’s 
Capital. 
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TSN.CA / O'Reilly placed on LTIR with broken finger, but expected back 
before playoffs 

 

Mark Masters 

15–19 minutes 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, 
who practised at the RWJBarnabas Health Hockey House at Prudential 
Center in Newark, N.J., on Monday ahead of Tuesday’s game against 
the Devils.  

Ryan O'Reilly sustained a broken finger on his left hand during 
Saturday's 4-1 loss to the Canucks in Vancouver. The 32-year-old centre 
is on the long-term injured reserve, which means the earliest he can 
return to the Leafs lineup is March 29. 

"In terms of the full diagnosis and timeline, he's seeing a specialist back 
in Toronto so we'll know more about it there," coach Sheldon Keefe said. 
"Knowing we'll have him healthy and ready to go for playoffs is good and, 
we'll see how it goes, but I suspect he'll get a good chunk of regular 
season [time] too." 

O'Reilly has played eight games with the Leafs since being traded from 
the St. Louis Blues on Feb. 17. He has slotted in as the second-line 
centre and third-line centre while taking shifts beside John Tavares, 
Mitch Marner and William Nylander.  

"Used him in different spots and you can see the impact he can have on 
our team," said Keefe. "When you get him, you get excited and you know 
what he can bring so to lose him, certainly, is tough and disappointing, 
but we've acquired him to be healthy and ready to go for the playoffs and 
that will be the case. So, to that end, you know, it's not bad in terms of 
what the bigger picture is. And, with the nature of the injury, he won't 
miss much time actually on the ice and skating." 

The Leafs are 5-3-0 since acquiring O'Reilly, who was struck in the hand 
by an Auston Matthews shot in the second period on Saturday.  

"He's come in here and had a big impact in the room and on the ice so 
it's really unfortunate what happened," said left winger Michael Bunting. 
"He's going to be back as good as ever so we're looking forward to that 
return."  

"He's a heart and soul kind of guy so we'll definitely miss him," said 
forward Sam Lafferty.  

O'Reilly going on LTIR with broken finger; expected back before playoffs 
Members of the Maple Leafs spoke to the media on Monday about the 
injury to Ryan O'Reilly, how they plan to play well in his absence and the 
importance of having him back healthy for the playoffs. 

Despite being a full participant in practice, Tavares will also miss 
Tuesday's game.  

"John's just not feeling himself today," Keefe said. "Not feeling great, but 
wanted to skate and see exactly where he's at and he got through it and 
is feeling a little bit better than he thought. But, out of an abundance of 
caution, we'll leave him out of the lineup for tomorrow and get him ready 
for Saturday." 

Tavares was rocked by a couple of big hits on Saturday, including a 
heavy one by Tyler Myers in the first period.  

"It was kind of a bad hit," said Nylander. "He shot the puck, I mean, I 
don't know, a little while before that and then got hit." 

Nylander immediately confronted the 6-foot-8 defenceman before Jake 
McCabe jumped in for a fight.  

Nylander labels Myers check on Tavares 'a bad hit'; on McCabe jumping 
in: 'Thank God' William Nylander spoke to the media about Tyler Myers' 
questionable hit on John Tavares on Saturday, while Tavares 
emphasized how important it is to have players on the team like Jake 
McCabe who are always willing to jump in and protect their teammates. 

Tavares, who made a point of thanking McCabe, didn't miss a shift and 
declared himself fine after the game. He also absorbed a big hit from 
Dakota Joshua in the first period.  

Keefe acknowledged the team is "mindful" of the hits Tavares took, but 
the coach also highlighted other possible factors. There is a flu bug going 
around and the Leafs are in the middle of a gruelling road trip, which 
started in Seattle on Feb. 25 and will not wrap up until Tuesday's game in 
New Jersey.   

"Just being smart," said Keefe of the decision to sit Tavares. "He did take 
some hits, certainly, in the last game. It's not an easy trip. It hasn't been 
easy travel and any time you're not feeling yourself, you gotta be smart 
about it." 

Tavares was the last forward on the ice at practice putting in extra work. 
He skated in a grey scratches sweater and did everything a projected 
healthy scratch would normally do. He wasn't on a regular line and 
rotated in on the top power-play unit.  

After Tuesday night’s game, the Leafs don't play again until Saturday 
when they host the Edmonton Oilers.  

Tavares not feeling himself; will be held out Tuesday in precautionary 
move Sheldon Keefe spoke to the media on Monday about the injury 
status of John Tavares and whether the hard hits he took on Saturday 
are believed to be one of the reasons he isn't feeling like himself. 

With Tavares and O'Reilly out, Lafferty will move to the second-line 
centre spot. He skated between Calle Jarnkrok and Nylander at practice.  

"Just try and use my speed, get pucks back and get it to those guys," 
said Lafferty of his mindset. "Go to the net and keep it pretty simple." 

What stands out to Nylander?  

"His speed and the way he gets in on the forecheck and wins pucks 
back," Toronto's leading goal scorer said. "He's been great for us since 
he got here so we'll have some fun tomorrow."  

Lafferty, who celebrated his 28th birthday on Monday, ranked second 
among Chicago Blackhawks forwards in hits. 

"It's something I gotta do to stay in this league," he said. "It's an important 
part of my job so on the forecheck I'm always going to try to finish the hit 
if I can." 

The Leafs know this from first-hand experience. Chicago played Toronto 
twice shortly before Lafferty and McCabe got traded.  

"Happy to have him with our team," said defenceman Timothy Liljegren. 
"I think he hit me a couple times when we played him in Chicago. Great 
skater and not afraid to get physical." 
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Lafferty is averaging 12 minutes and 50 seconds in three games since 
being acquired last week. He's fired three shots on net while spending 
time on the wing with the third and fourth line. 

"If we're going to lose two centres, like we have here, you got to try some 
different things," said Keefe. "He's a versatile guy. He's already played 
right and left wing for us. [Centre] is the position he's played most this 
season so it gets him into a position of comfort. He's played tough head-
to-head matchups. He's played with good players in Chicago."  

Lafferty's most common linemates in Chicago were Jason Dickinson and 
Andreas Athanasiou, per NaturalStatTrick.com. 

"It's getting better," Lafferty said of his comfort level with the Leafs. "I'm 
getting to know the guys. It's a great group and they welcomed me right 
away. Just looking to gain more and more confidence and feeling pretty 
good." 

The biggest adjustment?  

"Just figuring out where you fit in and what you can do to help the team 
on a nightly basis," said Lafferty. "For me, my speed is the biggest thing 
and it's getting better and better." 

Lafferty scored 10 goals in 51 games with the Blackhawks and believes 
Keefe's system will help him keep producing.  

"One thing that stands out is just a lot of offensive structure," Lafferty 
said. "It's more than I'm used to and geared towards possessing the puck 
and getting the puck to the middle of the ice. I think it's great. It generates 
a lot more chances and that's been something new for me."  

Nylander on new linemate Lafferty: 'We'll have some fun tomorrow' Sam 
Lafferty has surprised a lot of his new teammates in Toronto with his 
speed. William Nylander and Sheldon Keefe spoke on what they expect 
from Lafferty with him playing higher up the lineup against the Devils on 
Tuesday. 

Bunting was demoted from the first line to the third line on Saturday as 
Alex Kerfoot, who is goalless in 18 games, slotted in beside Matthews 
and Marner.  

"I just think Kerf has been playing better than Bunts," Keefe said bluntly 
after the game in Vancouver. "That is really it." 

Where does Bunting feel his game's at right now?  

"Ah, yeah, I don't know," he said. "It is what it is. I'm going to hopefully 
get it back here and just play my game, get to the net, and work those 
areas I have strengths at."  

At Monday's practice, Bunting was dropped to the fourth line alongside 
Alex Steeves and Pontus Holmberg, who were just called up from the 
Marlies. 

"It doesn't matter what line I'm on," the Scarborough, Ont., native 
stressed. "I'm going to play my same game and bring the impact every 
single night. Nothing changes on my end, to be honest."  

"He can really be a driver of that line and be a leader on that line," said 
Keefe. "More importantly, this is chance for him to just focus on his game 
and getting back to being the player we know he can be in terms of 
playmaking ability, in terms of finishing ability, competitiveness, speed, all 
those kind of things." 

Keefe pulled Bunting aside for a chat after practice.  

"I just want him to worry about his game," said Keefe. "When you're 
playing up in that top group not only are the expectations high in terms of 
production, but the matchups are difficult and all those kind of things. I 
want him to be able to just focus on his game, you know, get back to 
skating with the puck and making plays and being confident with it. That's 
really it." 

Bunting has failed to hit the scoresheet in four of the last five games.  

"Clearly, there's a bit of a mental block there for him right now and we're 
trying to help him through that," said Keefe. "He's an important guy. I got 
full confidence he'll end up back with Matthews before long." 

Bunting is a feisty player, who is usually in the middle of everything. He 
leads the Leafs in penalties taken (30) and penalties drawn (33) this 
season. In the last nine games, though, Bunting has taken just one 
penalty and drawn two.  

"I've been doing it my whole career, walking that line," he said of the 
balancing act, "sometimes I go over, but I feel like lately I haven't been."   

Holmberg has suited up in 36 games with the Leafs, but Tuesday will be 
his first NHL game since Feb. 15. Steeves has played in just two games 
with the Leafs this season with both coming immediately after the bye 
break in February.  

"We're going to bring some energy," Bunting promised. "Both of them 
have some skill and are able to put the puck in the net as well so I'm 
hoping we can get on the forecheck and cause a little havoc and get a 
few tomorrow." 

With Tavares out, Bunting will move up to the top power-play unit.  

Demoted Bunting on state of his game: 'I don’t know. It is what it is' 
Michael Bunting and Sheldon Keefe speak on the recent struggles that 
Bunting has been going through on the ice and how Keefe and the team 
are trying to help him get back into form. 

Matthews left Saturday's game in the first period after taking a Noah 
Juulsen shot to the inside of the knee. He returned early in the second 
period, but wasn't himself.  

"Just try and grind my way through it," he said on Saturday night. "Didn't 
feel too great, but felt fine to play ... Just caught me in a weird spot and 
just stung and still stings. I was able to just get it to calm down." 

"When he came back, he is not at 100 per cent in terms of his skating," 
Keefe noted. 

Was Matthews relieved there wasn't more damage?  

"Yeah, of course, you never know," the centre said. "I felt like I was in a 
lot of pain there for quite a little bit of time." 

Matthews was a full participant at Monday's practice.  

After sitting out the last two games, Liljegren will draw back in to 
Toronto's lineup on Tuesday.  

"With the trades and everything, we got more depth on D so you just got 
to play at your highest level to be in the lineup and that's what I'm looking 
to do," the 23-year-old said.  

Liljegren was minus-2 in Wednesday's 5-2 loss against the Oilers and 
logged just 12 minutes and 52 seconds, which was his second lowest 
total of the season.  

"I had a little bit of a rough game in Edmonton, but overall I feel like I've 
had a pretty good year so just try and keep it going," Liljegren said. 

The right-shooting Swede fell awkwardly into the boards and missed 
some shifts in the third period in Edmonton.  

After missing the first month of the season following hernia surgery, 
Liljegren has been a mainstay on the blue line. The addition of Luke 
Schenn and Erik Gustafsson via trade last week has created more 
internal competition.  

"Liljegren has played good for us all season," Keefe said. "We've pulled 
back on him here the last little bit here to give Schenn and Gustafsson a 
chance to get in and get comfortable with our group ... Our team is 
deeper on defence now. The standard is higher in terms of staying in and 
competing." 

With pal Rasmus Sandin traded last week, Liljegren will get a shot as the 
quarterback on the second power-play unit on Tuesday.  
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"It's a chance for him to get going," said Keefe. "We have been working 
him through on the power play and getting him some extra touches there, 
even more so going into tomorrow night." 

"I haven't played a ton of power play this year," said Liljegren, who has 
lined up on the flank at times with the second unit, "but something I'm 
used to doing from playing with the Marlies so happy to get the 
opportunity." 

At even strength, Liljegren will partner with Morgan Rielly.   

"We played a little bit this year," Liljegren noted. "Great skater and likes 
being on offence so kind of like when I played with Sandy as well. I think 
it will be a good match." 

Rielly is Liljegren's third most-common partner this season behind Sandin 
and Mark Giordano. The Leafs have outscored the opposition 4-2 in the 
160 minutes and 29 seconds that Rielly and Liljegren have played 
together at even strength, per NaturalStatTrick.com. However, the 
CorsiFor percentage for that pair is 49.31.  

Schenn remained in Vancouver following Saturday's game.  

"His wife is due any time here now so it just made sense, given how we 
were there, to give him some more time," Keefe said. "This is the only 
game coming up so we'll give him some extra time out there and revisit it 
later in the week. The ability for him to be there with his wife and his 
family is important. It's not an easy journey to get from Toronto to 
Vancouver if need be so going to buy him some time." 

Gustafsson will be a healthy scratch on Tuesday.  

Demoted Bunting on state of his game: 'I don’t know. It is what it is' 
Michael Bunting and Sheldon Keefe speak on the recent struggles that 
Bunting has been going through on the ice and how Keefe and the team 
are trying to help him get back into form. 

Lines at Monday's practice:  

Kerfoot - Matthews - Marner  

Jarnkrok - Lafferty - Nylander  

Aston-Reese - Kampf - Acciari   

Bunting - Holmberg - Steeves  

Tavares  

McCabe - Brodie  

Rielly - Liljegren  

Giordano - Holl  

Gustafsson - Timmins  

Murray  

Samsonov  

Special teams units at Monday's practice:  

PP1 

Rielly, Matthews, Marner, Nylander, Bunting/Tavares 

PP2 
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TSN.CA / The door has cracked open in the Atlantic Division 

 

Travis Yost 

4–5 minutes 

 

What if a first-round matchup between the Toronto Maple Leafs and 
Tampa Bay Lightning wasn’t preordained? 

For months, fans in Toronto and Tampa Bay have been preparing 
themselves for a first-round rematch – owing in part to Boston’s 
stranglehold on the Atlantic Division, and in part to a playoff format that 
forces the two and three seeds within a division to square off in the 
opening round. Considering the dominance of both teams over the past 
few regular seasons, plus the postseason pedigree of the Lightning, it 
was setting the stage for a significant clash. 

But something alarming is happening in Florida. For the first time in 
years, the Lightning are really pressing. Jon Cooper’s team is 2-5-3 in its 
past 10 games, which included benching multiple stars in a 5-3 defeat to 
the Buffalo Sabres on Saturday and a six-goal liquidation at the hands of 
the Carolina Hurricanes on Sunday. 

There is, in this case, cause for alarm. Consider the degradation in 
Tampa Bay’s recent play relative to the dominance we are accustomed 
to: 

The Lightning have been eviscerating the competition for the past five 
seasons, equal parts a dominant offence and stifling defence 
backstopped by Andrei Vasilevskiy. What’s remarkable is the only 
notable stretch where the Lightning came under any sort of pressure was 
during the pandemic-impacted 2020-21 regular season. You may 
remember that as the year they played without superstar Nikita Kucherov 
and also won another Stanley Cup. 

But this season feels different. The Lightning’s goal differential since the 
turn of the calendar year (irrespective of looking at just even-strength or 
all-situations play) is +0, good enough for 15th in the National Hockey 
League. There are no simple and easy explanations: expected goals are 
in line with real goals (the Lightning are 16th in the NHL since the new 
year), and both shooting and save percentages are hovering near league 
average. 

Simply put, they look the part of an average hockey team right now. And 
with defenceman Victor Hedman injured, concern is mounting. 

This Tampa Bay slump is unlikely to drive them out of playoff contention 
– the Bolts are still playing at a 103-point pace, so even after this losing 
stretch there is still margin for error. But that fated Maple Leafs and 
Lightning matchup? It’s still on. For now. 

I say for now because two hard-charging, invigorated young clubs in the 
Buffalo Sabres and Ottawa Senators are doing their best to chase down 
a playoff spot. The Sabres are 6-4-0 in their past 10 games, nine points 
back of Tampa Bay with two games in hand. The Senators are 7-2-1 in 
their past 10 games, nine points back of Tampa Bay with a game in 
hand. Notably, both have seen significant upgrades in their playoff odds. 

Considering their positioning, it would be far easier for the Sabres and 
Senators – who it must be said, are also competing against one another 
– to chase down one of the two wild-card spots currently occupied by the 
Islanders (72 points) and Penguins (71 points). But if Buffalo and 
Ottawa’s improvement is real, and Tampa Bay’s decay is also real, the 
Atlantic Division may not look at season’s end how we thought it would 
back in October. 

Chasing down Tampa Bay isn’t as unrealistic as one would think. By goal 
differentials, both teams have already closed the gap, and there are still 
20 games left in the season: 

In short: keep your eye on the Atlantic Division. If Tampa Bay’s slippage 
in the standings is real, and Buffalo and Ottawa continue their surge, this 
could get interesting in a hurry. Considering how all three teams are 
playing right now, we could be primed for a very compelling finish to this 
regular season in the Atlantic – something that seemed implausible just 
two months ago. 
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