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Recap: Kotkaniemi Delivers Shootout Winner For Canes In Montreal 
Carolina overcomes an early 2-0 deficit and first period injury 
to Antti Raanta 

By Walt Ruff  

MONTREAL, QC. - Jesperi Kotkaniemi had a storybook night 
Tuesday in Montreal, scoring the game-deciding tally against 
his former team to give the Carolina Hurricanes a 4-3 victory. 

The Story 

After playing in Arizona on Friday, flying across the country 
on Saturday, playing at home on Sunday, and then flying to 
Canada on Monday, the Canes were back to work on the 
road again for tonight's affair. And for the first time in a while, 
it was an atypical start to the contest for the Metropolitan 
Division's leaders. 

Montreal came out of the gate the better club, establishing a 
2-0 first-period lead. 

On the first one, the home team forced a turnover on an 
attempted breakout for Carolina. Then, minutes later, a 
turnover at neutral ice allowed the Canadiens to walk in and 
score again. 

Mike Hoffman moved his team's lead to a pair, and as it 
would turn out, it would be one of the final shots that Antti 
Raanta would see on the evening. In the minutes leading up 
to Montreal's second goal, Raanta went down awkwardly 
trying to sprawl for a save. He pressed on until the end of the 
opening 20 minutes, but it was clear immediately following 
that he was in some pain. 

Thankfully Jaccob Slavin avoided the first stanza being an 
all-bad one for Carolina, as he put home a Derek Stepan 
feed just 15 seconds after the Canadiens' second to make it 
a one-goal game again. 

Coming with just 3:29 to play in the first, the game moved to 
the second at 2-1. When the teams came back out, it was a 
new face in net for Carolina. 

And Andersen's night would start on the right foot. 

Just 60 seconds into the middle frame, Brady Skjei deposited 
a beautiful setup from Brett Pesce, bringing the game back 
to even. 

However, much like Carolina had a response to Montreal's 
second goal of the night, Montreal had a near-immediate 
response to Carolina's second goal of the evening. 1:49 after 
Skjei's 12th tally of the season, a crashing Michael Pezzetta 
tipped home a slip feed from Chris Tierney, putting the home 
club back in front. 

The remaining 17:11 of the second period would see the 
game's momentum swing back and forth. Despite Carolina 
winning the shots battle 12-7 and having the bulk of the 
possession, Montreal still produced high-danger chances 
with the shots that they did have, keeping the game from 
swinging entirely toward the Canes. 

At the end of 40 minutes, the game remains 3-2. 

Carolina was forced to have their best period of the night to 
close out the contest and it undoubtedly would be just that. 
Rod Brind'Amour's crew initially thought they tied the game 
early in the third, but Martin St. Louis successfully overturned 
a Paul Stastny would-be tally. 

The Canes would keep chipping away though, forcing Jake 
Allen and Montreal to come up with spectacular stops or 
defensive efforts to keep their team in front. 

But the levy would break with just 3:38 remaining in 
regulation. 

Pesce was able to get a shot on from the point and a driving 
by Jesper Fast was able to locate the rebound and stuff it 
home to make it 3-3. 

Forcing overtime, Carolina had Montreal on their heels, but 
no winner was decided in the three-on-three. 

Then, in the shootout, the Canadiens scored on both of their 
first two shots and in the third round the Canes needed 
Teuvo Teravainen to score to keep the game going. 

Then, after three consecutive saves from Andersen in net, 
Kotkaniemi closed the curtain on his former club. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour providing an assessment of his team's 
night... 

"Listen, we haven't had one of those games all year. That 
was the first game, at least for two periods, where I could 
say, 'what are we doing?' That just hadn't happened. It's 
human nature, we're going to have some ups and downs. 
We've had a tough travel schedule and we came off of a real 
big victory. There's obviously a little bit of human element 
here. We've got humans in there too and they're going to 
have these days. I give the guys a lot of credit. They found a 
way." 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi in the moments after scoring the game-
deciding tally... 
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"I wasn't sure that I was going to be one of the shooters, but I 
wound up out there. Thank God I didn't trip on the blue line 
and the puck went in." 

Brett Pesce discussing more on the team's sluggish start and 
how they were able to overcome it... 

"We found our game. We don't like having to wait until the 
third to find it and to have to play the game right, but it is 
what it is. Sometimes it happens. It's a long season. 
Sometimes you have to gut out wins like that. We found a 
way and that's what good teams do." 

Bonus Notes 

 The Canes improve to 42-12-8 with their third 
consecutive win. 

 Defenseman Jalen Chatfield left after the second 
period with an upper-body injury and did not return. 

 Rod Brind'Amour said post-game that he doesn't 
believe the injuries to either Chatfield or Raanta are 
serious. He described both of the removals from the 
game as "precautionary." 

 Tonight was Sebastian Aho's 500th career NHL 
game. Only Ron Francis has totaled more points 
through his first 500 games with the team. 

What's Next? 

The Canes are scheduled to travel back to Raleigh post-
game. They'll be off Wednesday and then return to action for 
a Thursday showdown at PNC Arena against the 
Philadelphia Flyers. 

 

 

Mailbag #55: After The Deadline 
Is it Ghost or is it Goose? Why didn't the team make a splash 
trade? 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The trade deadline and a pair of dominant 
weekend wins are now in the rear-view mirror. 

Rod Brind'Amour's group was rewarded by not having to 
skate on Monday, ahead of their afternoon flight to Montreal. 
The free day allowed us to take some questions and get a 
pulse on what the Caniacs were wondering. 

(Please Note: Some questions have been edited for clarity.) 

Do players keep the hats after a hat trick? - @cqwjd9zcfs 

Ha! Timely. They do not. They are cleaned and donated to a 
local charity. 

When a player changes teams, do their locker room 
nicknames follow them or does the new team come up with 
new ones? - @generalcane34 

This is also an incredibly timely question. I'll start by saying I 
believe it's on a case-by-case basis. 

To my knowledge, Shayne Gostisbehere's only nickname 
had been "Ghost", however, yesterday I appeared to be 
proven wrong. You can hear a couple of guys call him 
"Ghost" in the pre-game tunnel video, but then post-game 
during Rod Brind'Amour's speech you can hear a couple of 
guys address him as "Goose". 

I was hoping to ask around the locker room today actually 
about this, but since the guys aren't taking to the ice, I'm 
going to have to investigate on Wednesday! 

Is there a chance they keep Ghost and go after him this 
offseason with an offer? - @JRsportsfan83 

It's too soon to tell, but if he keeps up this pace, I think the 
answer would be a definitive "yes." 

(Gostisbehere is an unrestricted free agent at the end of the 
season.) 

I keep hearing 'family' referenced in interviews and Rod's 
post-game videos. Seeing the team's kiddos involved with 
Kid's Day, Burnzie on the bench watching his son play, and 
the Storm Surge yesterday drove that home. That said, can 
you highlight some quotes about team chemistry? - 
@hatfieldvmccoy 

Great observation, Erin. 

Ever since the team's Fathers and Mentors Trip in mid-
February, "family" has been a buzz-word around the team. 
Most of the players had a strong support group at the 
outdoor game and yesterday's Kids Day Storm Surge is one 
of the best of all time. With that being said, here are some 
quotes on the topic that have stood out to me over the last 
few weeks. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi, last night, post-game, on the team not 
making a "splash" trade at the deadline... 

"There's a reason why we're at the top of the standings right 
now. We have a hell of a group. A couple of nice additions 
that I think will be really good too. Everyone trusts each other 
here and I feel like that's the biggest thing. If you add too 
many guys [at the deadline] I feel like it might change the 
locker room a little bit. I like what we have here now." 

Don Waddell on the current chemistry of the locker room 
making an impact on the Canes' stance at the deadline... 

"I met with some of the leaders on our team before they left 
town [prior to the Vegas/Arizona trip]. We have something 
good with this bunch of guys, led by Rod. They believe in 
each other. This group is very close. There was concern that 
we maybe had to lose someone off of our roster." 
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Newcomer Shayne Gostisbehere's first impressions on 
coming into the locker room... 

"It's a very close-knit group. They've pulled me in and made 
me feel a part of this. It's made it easier to go out there and 
play. Everyone's helping me... It's been awesome. These 
guys have made me feel at home and they've been really 
helpful to me." 

"Coming from a team that's at the bottom of the standings to 
a team that's one of the best in the league, it's pretty cool to 
see how their culture is and how they run the ship." 

Hey Walt, do you know when Ondrej Kase will be coming 
back and do you think Roddy will possibly have him in the 
lineup come time for the playoffs? - @aquagirl7089 

Unfortunately, Don Waddell shared on Friday that the team 
is not planning on Kase returning this season. The winger 
from Czechia is still dealing with concussion-related issues 
after a hit on opening night, his very first game as a member 
of the team. 

Kase had practiced with the team intermittently from early 
December until the All-Star break, but the problems he was 
dealing with never entirely went away. He has been back in 
his native country for a bit and will return to Raleigh this 
week. Waddell said that they'll see if there's any progress 
and if they receive surprisingly good news that he can still 
play, they'll work him back into the lineup. 

Who is Billy and why doesn't the team want to finish their day 
with him? - @_BOST_ 

Video: Bill Burniston Spotlight 
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Fast, Hurricanes rally late in 3rd, defeat Canadiens in shootout 
Forward ties it with 3:38 remaining, Raanta leaves with injury 
for Carolina 

By Sean Farrell  

Recap: CAR 4, MTL 3 - F/SO 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored the game-winning goal to propel 
the Hurricanes to a 4-3 shootout win against the Canadiens 

MONTREAL -- Jesper Fast tied the game with 3:38 
remaining in the third period, and the Carolina Hurricanes 
rallied to defeat the Montreal Canadiens 4-3 in a shootout at 
Bell Centre on Tuesday. 

Fast tied it 3-3, scoring on the rebound of a point shot by 
Brett Pesce after he stopped a clearing attempt by Mike 
Matheson. 

His goal came after Paul Stastny thought he tied it at 2:39 of 
the third when he found a loose puck during a scramble in 
front. But a video review determined Derek Stepan impaired 
Jake Allen's ability to play his position in the crease prior to 
the goal. 

"We were struggling clearly for two periods," Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "And then we just put a period 
together that looked kind of like we need to play, and how we 
usually play, and at least got us back in the game and able to 
find a way to squeeze it out." 

Jaccob Slavin and Brady Skjei also scored for Carolina (42-
12-8), which has won three straight and 15 of its past 18. 

The Hurricanes moved four points ahead of the New Jersey 
Devils for first in the Metropolitan Division. The Devils lost 4-
3 to the Toronto Maple Leafs on Tuesday. 

"I don't know what is wrong with us, but we somehow always 
have a little sloppy start against the lower-ranked teams," 
said Carolina forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi, who won it in the 
sixth round of the shootout. "We have to get rid of that if we 
want to be the best in the League." 

Antti Raanta allowed two goals on 10 shots before he 
sustained an undisclosed injury. He was replaced at the start 
of the second period by Frederik Andersen, who made 13 
saves. 

Hurricanes defenseman Jalen Chatfield left the game after 
the second after sustaining an upper-body injury. 

"Precautionary really on both guys, so I don't think it will be 
serious for either one," Brind'Amour said. 

Alex Belzile and Michael Pezzetta each had a goal and an 
assist, Chris Tierney had two assists, and Allen made 36 
saves for Montreal (26-33-5) which had lost three in a row to 
conclude a four-game road trip. 

"You've got to give a lot of credit to all these guys in this 
room. It's not an easy team to play to begin with," Allen said. 
"But the situation we're in, after coming off almost two weeks 
on the road, to come back from a West Coast trip, the first 
game's always really difficult [and] you don't have your legs. 

"I was really impressed and proud of that group, the way 
they battled against a [heck] of a hockey team in a tough 
circumstance." 

Belzile gave the Canadiens a 1-0 lead at 10:17 of the first 
period when he kicked a rebound to his stick before scoring 
on a backhand. 

Mike Hoffman made it 2-0 at 16:16. Jonathan Drouin drove 
across the crease with the puck but had it poke-checked 
away by Shayne Gostisbehere to Hoffman crashing the net. 

Slavin responded 15 seconds later at 16:31 to cut it to 2-1, 
scoring from the left face-off circle before Skjei tied it at 2-2 
at 1:00 of the second period when he cut to the net, received 
a pass from Pesce, and scored past a diving Allen. 

Pezzetta restored Montreal's lead at 2:49, tipping in a 
centering pass by Tierney to make it 3-2. 

"Chris is super-skilled and slows the game down," Pezzetta 
said. "So, for me and [Belzile], we like to play hard, we like to 
play fast. With Chris, he can really settle pucks down and 
make soft little plays. It's nice knowing that I'm going to take 
off and he's going to feather one in or make soft little chip 
plays to beat one of their defenders and open up space for 
us. It's really good playing with him." 

NOTES: Forward Jesse Puljujarvi, who was acquired from 
the Edmonton Oilers on Feb. 28, joined the Hurricanes in 
Montreal after resolving a visa issue. He did not play. … 
Carolina forward Sebastian Aho played his 500th NHL game. 
… Slavin has 228 points (41 goals, 187 assists) in 564 NHL 
games, surpassing Glen Wesley for the third-most points by 
a defenseman in Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers history. Only 
Justin Faulk (258) and Dave Babych (240) have more. 
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Kotkaniemi lifts Hurricanes past Canadiens 4-3 in SO 
MONTREAL (AP) — Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored the deciding 
goal in the sixth round of the shootout, and the Carolina 
Hurricanes rallied to beat the Montreal Canadiens 4-3 on 
Tuesday night. 

Brent Burns and Teuvo Teraivainen also scored in the 
tiebreaker for the Hurricanes, and Rem Pitlick and Nick 
Suzuki tallied for the Canadiens. 

Pitlick and Burns scored in the first round, and Suzuki gave 
the Canadiens the lead in the second round. However, 
Teravainen tied it with a backhander on the Hurricanes’ third 
attempt to extend it. The next five skaters were denied 
before Kotkaniemi won it against his former team amid a 
chorus of boos from Bell Centre fans. 

“Not bad,” he said with a grin when asked how the goal felt. 
“I’ll try to be as respectful as I can, you know, but it’s special 
to get that one here.” 

The 22-year-old, who left the Canadiens to join the 
Hurricanes after agreeing to a one-year, $6.1 million offer 
sheet in 2021, said he’s gotten used to the boos from fans in 
Montreal. 

“I’ve seen it a lot worse than that, but it was kind of fun to be 
honest,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We know 
that history here, and I get it. KK’s a good kid and I was just 
happy for him to be able to do that because I know he’s 
taking a lot of heat. Unnecessary, but that’s just how it works. 

Jaccob Slavin, Brady Skjei and Jesper Fast had goals in 
regulation, and Brett Pesce had two assists for the 
Metropolitan Division-leading Hurricanes, who won their third 
straight and eighth in the last 10. 

Antti Raanta started and gave up two goals on 10 shots in 
the first period before leaving with an apparent injury. 
Frederik Andersen started the second and finished with 13 
saves. 

Carolina moved four points ahead of second-place New 
Jersey in the division. The Devils lost 4-3 to Toronto earlier 
Tuesday night. 

Michael Pezzetta and Alex Belzile each had a goal and an 
assist, Mike Hoffman also scored and Chris Tierney had two 
assists for the Canadiens, who lost their fourth straight (0-3-
1). Jake Allen finished with 36 saves. 

“It was an exciting game, I didn’t even play and I’m tired,” 
Canadiens coach Martin St. Louis said. “It shows where we 
are as a group. We’re able to play with anyone.” 

The Hurricanes outshot the Canadiens 4-1 in the scoreless 
overtime. 

“It’s not an easy team to play to begin with,” Allen said. “But 
the situation we’re in after coming off almost two weeks on 
the road. To come back from a West Coast trip, the first 
game is always really difficult. ... I was really impressed and 
proud of that group by the way they battled against a hell of a 
hockey team in a tough circumstance.” 

Fast tied it 3-3 for the Hurricanes with 3:38 left in regulation 
as he cut across the front of the net and turned and knocked 
in the rebound of Pesce’s shot past Allen for his eighth goal 
of the season. 

Pezzetta gave the Canadiens a 3-2 lead when he deflected 
Tierney’s centering pass past Andersen at 2:49 of the 
second with his fifth. 

Skjei had tied the score 1 minute into the period when he got 
a cross-ice pass through traffic from Brett Pesce and beat 
Allen from the left side for his 12th. 

Belzile gave the Canadiens a 1-0 lead midway through the 
first period when he got the rebound of Pezzetta’s shot from 
the right point in front and put a backhander past Raanta for 
his third. 

Hoffman made it 2-0 with 3:44 left in the opening period. 
Jonathan Drouin brought the puck up the left side, cut toward 
the front of the net and dropped a pass back for Hoffman, 
who quickly put it into the open side of the net for his 10th. 

Slavin got the Hurricanes on the scoreboard just 15 seconds 
later as he fired a shot from the left circle past Allen for his 
fifth. 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: Host Philadelphia on Thursday night to open a 
two-game homestand. 

Canadiens: Host the New York Rangers on Thursday night in 
the second of a four-game homestand.
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NHL playoff standings update: Wild, Jets continue battle 
By Tim Kavanagh 

Both the Minnesota Wild and Winnipeg Jets appear to be on 
their way to the postseason. FiveThirtyEight projects the 
Wild's playoff chances at 93%, with the Jets' at 65%. 

Amid quite a bit of chaos in the Western Conference playoff 
race, these two clubs from the prairie could well be the ones 
facing off as the Nos. 2 and 3 seeds representing the Central 
Division in the first round. 

Tonight's matchup (7:30 ET, available via NHL Power Play 
on ESPN+) is the third of four games in the season series 
between the two teams. Minnesota has handily won both 
prior matchups (6-1 on Nov. 23 and 4-1 on Dec. 27). 

Will the Jets' deadline additions make any difference? Or will 
the Wild continue to own their northern neighbors? Tonight 
will be another clue in the slowly unraveling mystery of the 
Central seeding race. 

As we enter the final stretch of the regular season, it's time to 
check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams 
jockeying for position in the 2023 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Boston Bruins vs. WC2 Pittsburgh Penguins 
A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 
M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 New York Islanders 
M2 New Jersey Devils vs. M3 New York Rangers 

Western Conference 

C1 Dallas Stars vs. WC1 Edmonton Oilers 
C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 Colorado Avalanche 
P1 Vegas Golden Knights vs. WC2 Winnipeg Jets 
P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Seattle Kraken 

Wednesday's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All games not on ESPN, TNT or 
NHL Network are available via NHL Power Play, which is 
included in an ESPN+ subscription (local blackout 
restrictions apply). 

Chicago Blackhawks at Detroit Red Wings, 7:30 p.m. (TNT) 
Minnesota Wild at Winnipeg Jets, 7:30 p.m. 
Anaheim Ducks at Vancouver Canucks, 10 p.m. (TNT) 

Tuesday's scoreboard 

Toronto Maple Leafs 4, New Jersey Devils 3 
Florida Panthers 2, Vegas Golden Knights 1 
Carolina Hurricanes 4, Montreal Canadiens 3 (SO) 
Pittsburgh Penguins 5, Columbus Blue Jackets 4 (OT) 
Tampa Bay Lightning 5, Philadelphia Flyers 2 

New York Islanders 3, Buffalo Sabres 2 
Calgary Flames 1, Minnesota Wild 0 (SO) 
Arizona Coyotes 6, St. Louis Blues 2 
Colorado Avalanche 6, San Jose Sharks 0 
Seattle Kraken 5, Anaheim Ducks 2 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

Boston Bruins 

Points: 103 
Regulation wins: 42 
Playoff position: A1 
Games left: 20 
Points pace: 136 
Next game: vs. EDM (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 86 
Regulation wins: 33 
Playoff position: A2 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 110 
Next game: vs. EDM (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 81 
Regulation wins: 31 
Playoff position: A3 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 104 
Next game: vs. VGK (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 70 
Regulation wins: 28 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 88 
Next game: vs. CHI (Friday) 
Playoff chances: 39% 
Tragic number: 31 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 68 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 19 
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Points pace: 89 
Next game: vs. DAL (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 15% 
Tragic number: 3 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 68 
Regulation wins: 25 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 89 
Next game: @ SEA (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 9% 
Tragic number: 33 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 65 
Regulation wins: 22 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 85 
Next game: vs. CHI (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: 1% 
Tragic number: 30 

Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 57 
Regulation wins: 17 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 73 
Next game: vs. NYR (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 20 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 92 
Regulation wins: 31 
Playoff position: M1 
Games left: 20 
Points pace: 122 
Next game: vs. PHI (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

New Jersey Devils 

Points: 88 
Regulation wins: 30 
Playoff position: M2 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 115 
Next game: @ WSH (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 79 
Regulation wins: 27 
Playoff position: M3 
Games left: 19 

Points pace: 103 
Next game: @ MTL (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 98% 
Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 74 
Regulation wins: 29 
Playoff position: WC1 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 92 
Next game: @ PIT (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 52% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 73 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: WC2 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 95 
Next game: vs. NYI (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 76% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 68 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 86 
Next game: vs. NJ (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 10% 
Tragic number: 2 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 
Regulation wins: 22 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 76 
Next game: @ CAR (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 22 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 47 
Regulation wins: 15 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 60 
Next game: vs. STL (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 10 

Central Division 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 81 
Regulation wins: 29 
Playoff position: C1 
Games left: 18 
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Points pace: 104 
Next game: @ BUF (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 98% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 79 
Regulation wins: 25 
Playoff position: C2 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 101 
Next game: @ WPG (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: 93% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 76 
Regulation wins: 25 
Playoff position: C3 
Games left: 20 
Points pace: 101 
Next game: vs. LA (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 75 
Regulation wins: 28 
Playoff position: WC2 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 96 
Next game: vs. MIN (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: 65% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 69 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 21 
Points pace: 93 
Next game: @ ARI (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 33% 
Tragic number: 36 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 59 
Regulation wins: 19 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 77 
Next game: vs. SJ (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 22 

Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 54 
Regulation wins: 17 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 69 
Next game: vs. NSH (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 15 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 49 
Regulation wins: 14 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 64 
Next game: @ DET (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 12 

Pacific Division 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 82 
Regulation wins: 28 
Playoff position: P1 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 105 
Next game: @ TB (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 97% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 82 
Regulation wins: 27 
Playoff position: P2 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 103 
Next game: @ COL (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 96% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Seattle Kraken 

Points: 80 
Regulation wins: 30 
Playoff position: P3 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 103 
Next game: vs. OTT (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 96% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 78 
Regulation wins: 33 
Playoff position: WC1 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 98 
Next game: @ BOS (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 93% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 71 
Regulation wins: 23 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 90 
Next game: vs. ANA (Friday) 
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Playoff chances: 29% 
Tragic number: 30 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 57 
Regulation wins: 16 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 74 
Next game: vs. ANA (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 20 

Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 50 
Regulation wins: 11 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 64 
Next game: vs. NSH (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 11 

San Jose Sharks 

Points: 50 
Regulation wins: 14 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 63 
Next game: @ STL (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 9 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top 
of the first round, so the team that finishes in last place is not 
guaranteed the No. 1 selection. As of 2021, a team may 
move up a maximum of 10 spots if it wins the lottery, so only 
11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 pick. Full 
details on the process can be found here. Sitting No. 1 on 
the draft board for this summer is Connor Bedard, who has 
been lauded as a generational talent. 

1. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 47 
Regulation wins: 15 

2. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 49 
Regulation wins: 1 

3. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 50 
Regulation wins: 11 

4. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 50 
Regulation wins: 14 

5. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 54 
Regulation wins: 17 

6. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 57 
Regulation wins: 16 

7. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 57 
Regulation wins: 17 

8. St. Louis Blues 

Points: 59 
Regulation wins: 19 

9. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 
Regulation wins: 22 

10. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 65 
Regulation wins: 22 

11. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 68 
Regulation wins: 24 

12. Washington Capitals 

Points: 68 
Regulation wins: 24 

13. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 68 
Regulation wins: 25 

14. Nashville Predators 

Points: 69 
Regulation wins: 24 

15. Florida Panthers* 

Points: 70 
Regulation wins: 28 

16. Calgary Flames 

Points: 71 
Regulation wins: 23 

Notes on traded picks impacting the top 16:  

 Montreal will receive Florida's first-round pick as a 
result of the trade last season that brought Ben 
Chiarot to the Panthers. 
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Kotkaniemi scores shootout winner as Hurricanes rally past Canadiens 
Carolina Hurricanes goalie Frederik Anderson made 13 
saves on 14 shots after coming into the game in relief, 
helping force a shootout where Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored 
the winner to secure a 4-3 over the Montreal Canadiens on 
Tuesday night.  

MONTREAL — Under a rain of boos, former Montreal 
Canadien Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored the winning shootout 
goal and the Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Canadiens 4-
3 on Tuesday. 

Alex Belzile and Michael Pezzetta each had a goal and 
assist for the Canadiens, while Mike Hoffman netted a single. 
Chris Tierney chipped in with two assists. 

Jake Allen made 36 saves for Montreal (26-33-5). 

Jaccob Slavin, Brady Skjei and Jesper Fast scored for 
Carolina (42-12-8), while Brett Pesce collected two assists. 

Antti Raanta made eight saves on 10 shots in one period of 
play. Frederik Andersen replaced Raanta after the first 
intermission and made 13 saves in relief. 

Belzile broke the ice for the Canadiens at 10:17 of the 
opening frame. Raanta awkwardly saved a Pezzetta wrister 
from along the boards but Belzile hopped on the loose puck 
to give Montreal an early lead. 

Montreal took a two-goal lead when Jonathan Drouin drove 
the puck along the boards and toward the crease. Just as 
Raanta made a move to the far post, Drouin slipped the puck 
to Hoffman behind him and the winger tapped in his 10th 
goal of the season. 

Carolina instantly responded when Slavin beat Allen with a 
wrist shot from the left faceoff circle to cut the Canes' deficit 
to one goal by the first intermission. 

The Hurricanes tied the game one minute into the second 
period. Kotkaniemi won the offensive zone faceoff, then Brett 

Pesce located Skjei who beat Allen with a wrister for his 
career-high 10th goal. 

Montreal regained the lead when Pezzetta tapped in 
Tierney’s centring pass in front of the net at 2:49 of the 
second period. 

Stasny tied the game in the final frame by sending the puck 
over Allen and into the net. Habs coach Martin St. Louis 
challenged the play for goaltender interference and the goal 
was overturned after the video review confirmed that Derek 
Stepan had pushed the Montreal netminder. 

Carolina finally levelled the score with 3:38 remaining. Pesce 
intercepted a clearance attempt at the blue line, sent a wrist 
shot and Fast tapped in the rebound to force overtime. 

After a scoreless overtime period, Andersen made saves on 
Jonathan Drouin, Christian Dvorak and Josh Anderson, while 
Kotkaniemi scored the winning shootout goal to seal the win 
for Carolina, which has won three straight. 

INJURY REPORT 

Hurricanes goaltender Antti Raanta made an acrobatic save 
to deny Tierney and went down in pain. Frederik Andersen 
replaced Raanta to start the second period. Hurricanes 
defenceman Jalen Chatfield left the game during the second 
intermission with an upper-body injury. 

AHO 500 

Hurricanes centre Sebastian Aho played in his 500th career 
game. The 25-year-old recorded 456 points (209 goals, 247 
assists) in 500 NHL games, only trailing Ron Francis (569) 
for most points through their first 500 games in franchise 
history. 

UP NEXT 

The Canadiens host the New York Rangers on Thursday. 

The Hurricanes host the Philadelphia Flyers on Thursday. 
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NHL Rewind: Bruins push winning streak to 10 games, plus the Lightning are starting to 
falter  
The Bruins have only gotten stronger as the season has 
progressed 

By Austin Nivison  

The weekend following the NHL trade deadline was a busy 
one, and there was no shortage of entertaining moments. 

The Boston Bruins extended their winning streak to 10 
games with a win over the New York Rangers. The Bruins 
are now 49-8-5 and are on pace to set a new record for 
points in a single season with 132. 

Elsewhere around the league, the Lightning have hit a rough 
patch, new acquisitions scored their first goal with new teams 
and Tyler Toffoli kept the Calgary Flames' playoff hopes 
alive. Let's take a look back at the biggest storylines and 
best highlights of this past weekend in the NHL. 

Goal of the weekend: Gabe Vilardi stick handles in a phone 
booth 

There's not a lot of room to operate in front of the net. The 
grown man with pillows strapped to his legs and the other 
grown men intent on hitting anything that moves make sure 
of that. 

Those occupational hazards didn't mean much to Los 
Angeles Kings forward Gabe Vilardi on Saturday. 

With the Kings on the power play, Vilardi got the puck down 
low in front of St. Louis Blues goaltender Jordan Binnington. 
In the blink of an eye, Vilardi spun, faked a move to his 
forehand, went to his backhand and lifted a shot over 
Binnington's pad. 

With two Blues collapsing on him, Vilardi displayed some 
impressive poise and some silky smooth hands. 

Robbery of the weekend: Andrei Kuzmenko gets victimized 
twice 

Andrei Kuzmeko is about to have some very long 
conversations with his insurance company because he was 
robbed twice over the weekend. 

The first time it happened was on Saturday night, when the 
Vancouver Canucks beat the Toronto Maple Leafs, 4-1. In 
the second period, Kuzmenko and Conor Garland got loose 
for a 2-on-0, and the puck wound up on Kuzmenko's stick. 
The Vancouver forward couldn't elevate his shot, and Murray 
made him pay. Murray stretched from side to side to deny 
Kuzmenko with the pad. 

Then, in Monday night's shootout win over the Nashville 
Predators, Anthony Beauvillier picked up a rebound in the 
slot and kicked it to a wide open Kuzmenko. Once again, 
Kuzmenko failed to elevate the shot, and this time it was 
Juuse Saros sliding across to deny him with the skate. 

It was a long weekend for the young Canucks forward, but 
perhaps he has learned to put a little more air under his 
shots in the future. 

Bruins win 10th straight game 

The Bruins have been able to avoid peaking too early by 
simply peaking all season. After Saturday's 4-2 win over the 
New York Rangers, the Bruins have now won 10 games in a 
row. It helps that they added Dmitry Orlov and Garnet 
Hathaway from the Washington Capitals and Tyler Bertuzzi 
from Detroit at the deadline. 

In his first game with the Bruins, Bertuzzi made an instant 
impact. Late in the first period, Bertuzzi found Charlie Coyle 
with a beautiful feed to put Boston up, 1-0. 

In the second period, a tremendous solo effort from Tomas 
Nosek doubled the Bruins' lead. 

After the Rangers cut the Bruins' lead in half, Brad Marchand 
and Patrice Bergeron went to work. After carrying the puck 
into the zone, Marchand circled the net and found Bergeron 
all alone in front for the goal. 

David Pastrnak sealed the win with a rocket off a one-timer 
to finish off a perfect feed from Charlie McAvoy. 

Boston has now won 49 games while losing just 13. The 
team is getting contributions all throughout a lineup that was 
recently made deeper thanks to the trade deadline. I'm done 
wondering when the Bruins will run out of steam (or if they 
actually ever will). 

Bolts show signs of slowing down 

One team that might actually be running out of steam is the 
Tampa Bay Lightning. In the last three weeks, the Bolts have 
gone 3-5-3, which is the 25th best record in that span. 

In Saturday's 5-3 loss to the Buffalo Sabres, head coach Jon 
Cooper benched Nikita Kucherov, Steven Stamkos and 
Brayden Point for the entirety of the third period. In his 
postgame press conference, Cooper said those players just 
weren't performing up to the standard that they set for the 
team. 

It would have been fair to expect a better effort from Tampa 
against the Carolina Hurricanes on Sunday, but the team got 
blown out, 6-0. 

Yes, it's a mistake to doubt this Lightning team heading into 
the playoffs. Any team that has been to the Stanley Cup 
Final three years in a row may lose interest in playing out the 
home stretch of the regular season... but this is as mortal as 
the Bolts have looked in a long time. 

At least the Lightning still have about five weeks to get back 
on track. 
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Meier, Chychrun get their first goals in their new uniforms 

If you hadn't heard, there were a couple of trades made 
ahead of the 2023 NHL trade deadline. Two of the biggest 
names on the move were Timo Meier and Jakob Chychrun. 
Over the weekend, both of those players scored their first 
goal in a new sweater. 

On Saturday, Chychrun cranked a seed past Columbus Blue 
Jackets goaltender Elvis Merzlikins. He was clearly fired up 
to get on the board for the first time in Ottawa. 

Chychrun's grandfather was in attendance as well, and he 
celebrated with some Tim Horton's in hand. After the game, 
Chychrun got emotional upon seeing the video of his 
grandfather celebrating the special moment. 

On Sunday afternoon, Meier scored his first goal as a 
member of the Devils about halfway through the first period. 
He simply scooped up a loose rebound and shoveled 
through the legs of Arizona Coyotes netminder Connor 
Ingram. 

Meier's first game in New Jersey had a thrilling end with his 
fellow Swiss native, Nico Hischier, delivering the win in 
overtime. 

If this past weekend is any indication, it will be a blast to 
watch both of these players with their new clubs. 

Tyler Toffoli keeps Flames' playoff hopes alive 

The Western Conference playoff race is starting to look more 
straightforward, but the Calgary Flames are one of the teams 
that could make things interesting. On Monday night, it 
looked like their playoff hopes were about to take a massive 
blow. Up 4-2 in the third period, Calgary was cruising toward 
a big win over the Dallas Stars, but the wheels began to 
come off. 

Roope Hintz scored on a shorthanded breakaway to bring 
the Stars within one goal with just over 10 minutes left. 

With under six minutes remaining in the third period, Jamie 
Benn deflected a point shot home to tie the game. 

The Flames had blown a multi-goal lead in the third period, 
and they were staring down the barrel of a devastating loss. 
That is, until Tyler Toffoli got sprung on a breakaway in the 
dying seconds of regulation. 

With less than seven seconds left, Toffoli beat Jake Oetting 
to earn a massive two points for Calgary. 

Appointment viewing this week 

Golden Knights at Panthers | Tuesday, Mar. 7: The Panthers 
are still hanging around in the Eastern Conference playoff 
race, and this tilt against the Golden Knights will go a long 
way toward determining their fate. 

Islanders at Penguins | Thursday, Mar. 9: It feels like these 
two teams have been fighting for their playoff lives for the 
last two months, and that will continue on Thursday night. As 
things currently stand, the Isles and Pens occupy the two 
wild card spots in the Eastern Conference. 

Oilers at Maple Leafs | Saturday, Mar. 9: Auston Matthews 
vs. Connor McDavid. That's all that needs to be said. Enjoy it 
now because we won't get it in the Stanley Cup Final. 

Hurricanes at Devils | Sunday, Mar. 12: Watching these 
teams separately is good enough, but putting them on the 
same sheet of ice makes for tremendous hockey. The top 
two teams in the Metro Division will duke it out on Sunday 
afternoon. 

Jets at Lightning | Sunday, Mar. 12: Both of these playoff 
teams have been backsliding lately, and both need a big win. 
The good news for the Jets and Lightning is that someone 
has to win this matchup. This should be an intense game 
between two desperate clubs. 
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Kotkaniemi silences Bell Centre with shootout winner, Canes complete comeback 
The Carolina Hurricanes came back from a 2-0 and 3-2 
deficit to steal a shootout victory from the Montreal 
Canadiens Tuesday night at the Bell Centre. 

By Ryan Henkel  

Am ugly start for the Carolina Hurricanes was capped off by 
perhaps the perfect ending as the Canes pulled off a 
comeback victory over the Montreal Canadiens 4-3 in a 
shootout Tuesday night at the Bell Centre. 

The Canes looked slow and sloppy to start the game and it 
didn’t take long for them to wind up in a 2-0 hole.  

Turnovers, inability to clear pucks, losing foot races, you 
name a problem and the Hurricanes were doing it. 

Despite an incredibly inferior roster, Montreal had heart and 
grit and were just outworking Carolina. 

On their first goal, the Habs forced Carolina into a turnover 
and as they cycled the puck, Jalen Chatfield lost his man and 
Alex Belzile was in alone to pick up a rebound off of Raanta 
and put it back in off the backhand. 

On the second one, Martin Necas turns it over along the 
boards with a poor pass and Chatfield proceeds to trip over 
the blueline, leaving Montreal with a 2-on-1. Shayne 
Gostisbehere actually managed to knock the puck off of 
Jonathan Drouin’s stick as he drove in, but it went directly to 
Mike Hoffman for an easy score. 

However, it seems that all Carolina needed was a 2-0 hole 
as just 15 seconds later, the Canes struck back. The fourth 
line led the way, generating a rush up ice which Jaccob 
Slavin joined in on and the defenseman ripped it home. 

And at the start of the second period, Carolina struck again. 
On a won offensive-zone faceoff, a deflected shot bounced 
out to Brett Pesce who took his time and found Brady Skjei 
slipping into a soft spot cross-ice. Pesce found his partner 
and Skjei put it home. 

However, the poor habits from the start creeped back in not 
long after the equalizer and the Canes were once again 
simply outpaced for a goal against. Michael Pezzetta simply 
just outskated the Hurricanes defense to the front of the net 
and tapped home a centering feed. 

It was a frustrating night for a team who just had the most 
dominant performance of the season on Sunday afternoon, 
the 6-0 win over the Tampa Bay Lightning.  

The Canes had chances. A Paul Stastny equalizer in the 
third period was called back for goaltender interference on 
Derek Stepan, a play which if not a goal, then should have 
been a penalty against the Canadiens.  

But Carolina kept pushing and late in the third period, the 
always dependable Jordan Staal line came through. On a 
signature cycling shift, the puck wound up on Pesce’s stick at 
the blueline and he sent it towards the net as Jesper Fast 
executed a drive-by screen. The rebound popped out and 
Fast was there to tie the game back up. 

The Habs and Canes played a hectic back and forth 
overtime, but neither goalie conceded the winner, so to the 
shootout it went.  

Montreal scored on their first two attempts, Rem Pitlick and 
Nick Suzuki both beating Frederik Andersen, but Brent Burns 
got the Canes on the board and Teuvo Teravainen extended 
the shootout, unfazed by the pressure in the three slot.  

And in the sixth round, Rod Brind’Amour sent out Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi who was immediately met by a rain of boos. KK 
skated down the ice, gave a fake shot and then ripped it into 
the corner for the win. 

The Hurricanes showed their resiliency and proved, once 
again, that they’re never out of a game.  

However, it wasn’t a perfect day in Quebec for the Canes. 

Carolina lost both Antti Raanta and Jalen Chatfield to injury 
over the length of the game. Raanta went down awkwardly 
after attempting to lunge across for a save and would not 
return for the second period and Chatfield would not return 
for the third period, after it was announced he was out with 
an upper-body injury. 

Carolina will now head home for a short stint as they first 
host the Philadelphia Flyers on Thursday night at PNC 
Arena. 
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Kotkaniemi scores shootout winner against former team, Canes beat Canadiens 4-3  
By Preston Sinclair 

The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Montréal Canadiens 4-
3 on Tuesday, March 7 at Centre Bell in Montréal, Quebec. 

After falling behind 2-0 in the first period, the Canes (42-12-
8) worked their way back into it, tying it up late in the third 
and eventually beating the Canadiens (26-33-5) in a 
shootout. 

The Hurricanes came out sluggish in the first period, allowing 
two goals, but showed life late in the frame. The first goal of 
the game came on a turnover at the blue line, where 
Montreal right wing Alex Belzile put a rebound past Canes 
goaltender Antti Raanta with 9:43 left in the first period. 

Left wing Mike Hoffman scored the Canadiens’ second goal, 
but Carolina responded quickly. Canes right wing Derek 
Stepan took advantage of the space given to him and zipped 
a pass to defenseman Jaccob Slavin, whose slick shot 
passed Montreal netminder Jake Allen. The goal marked 
Slavin’s fifth point in the last five games. 

Frederik Andersen took over in net for the Canes at the start 
of the second period in place of Raanta, who appeared to be 
in some pain after taking a tumble on a Montreal scoring 
chance. The Canes had a much better start to the second 
period as defenseman Brett Pesce sent a beautiful pass to 
fellow defenseman Brady Skjei to tie things up at two apiece. 
Just moments later, the Canadiens regained the lead with a 
tip-in goal from left wing Michael Pezzetta. 

Momentum swung back and forth between the two teams 
during the second period. Carolina was able to tilt the ice 
back in its favor toward the second half of the period but still 
trailed 3-2 after 40 minutes. 

The third period opened up offensively on both ends of the 
ice. Center Paul Stastny nearly scored his ninth goal of the 

year, but Stepan’s hard work led to what was called 
goaltender interference. 

After the overturned goal, the Canes put together some 
strong shifts and made a late push to tie the game, and their 
vigorous forecheck contributed to right wing Jesper Fast’s 
eighth goal of the season. Carolina’s bottom six generated 
chances all evening and was finally rewarded late in the third 
— after 60 minutes, it was 3-3. 

Carolina then headed into their league-leading 19th overtime 
of the season. The 3-on-3 play generated multiple highlights 
for Allen as the Canes had multiple chances to put the game 
away. The most crucial sequence of overtime came in the 
final moments, when Canes center Jordan Staal managed to 
single-handedly stop a 3-on-1 breakout, and the game would 
go on to a shootout. 

It was a storybook ending in Montreal as the shootout went 
to a total of six rounds. The most crucial round was the third, 
in which Carolina needed both a save from Andersen and a 
goal from left wing Teuvo Teravainen, and they got both. 

Andersen stopped Montreal left wing Jonathan Drouin’s 
shootout attempt, and Teravainen made a disgusting 
backhand-forehand deke to beat Allen on the blocker side. 
To close out the game, center Jesperi Kotkaniemi sent a 
slapshot blazing past Allen’s blocker to beat his former team 
and continue his impressive second half of the season. 

With the division foe New Jersey Devils losing 4-3 to the 
Toronto Maple Leafs, the Hurricanes currently hold a four-
point lead in the Metropolitan division with a game in hand. 

The Hurricanes are next set to take on the Philadelphia 
Flyers Thursday, March 9 at 7 p.m. inside PNC Arena. 

 
 

 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS  
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-kotkaniemi-delivers-shootout-winner-for-canes-in-monreal/c-341937652 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/mailbag-number-55-after-the-deadline/c-341895042 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-montreal-canadiens-game-recap/c-341895138 

https://apnews.com/article/hurricanes-canadiens-kotkaniemi-e507902d95171897ee896cf162a8ff56 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/35808306/nhl-playoff-standings-update-wild-jets-continue-battle 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/kotkaniemi-scores-shootout-winner-as-hurricanes-rally-past-canadiens/ 
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-trade-deadline-winners-and-losers-rangers-make-biggest-splash-by-adding-patrick-kane-vladimir-

tarasenko/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2023/3/7/23629947/kotkaniemi-silences-bell-centre-with-shootout-winner-canes-complete-comeback-canadiens-

fast-pesce 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/kotkaniemi-scores-shootout-winner-against-former-team-canes-beat-canadiens-4-3/article_dc21d8de-

bd66-11ed-9c5b-e3fd7c5cc0fe.html 
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Hurricanes like seeing ‘Ghost’ make a good first impression after trade 
from Arizona 

 

Chip Alexander7-9 minutes 07/03/2023 

 

A week ago this time, Shayne Gostisbehere was a member of the 
Arizona Coyotes, hearing all the trade rumors, consulting with his agent, 
talking to his wife, his life in NHL limbo. 

A week later, Gostisbehere is a member of the Carolina Hurricanes, the 
defenseman contributing two power-play goals and two assists in his first 
two games with his new team, settling in quickly. 

Both were big wins, the first over the team that traded him and the 
second over a team that won Stanley Cups in 2020 and 2021. The 
Canes hammered the Coyotes 6-1, then returned to PNC Arena on 
Sunday for a 6-0 complete-game victory over the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

“I was definitely a little nervous that first game,” Gostisbehere said 
Sunday. “You don’t want to be that guy that comes in and obviously it 
doesn’t go (well). But these guys and coaches are helping me make this 
transition seamless.” 

It was a quick transition. The Coyotes traded Gostisbehere to the Canes 
on Wednesday, two days before the NHL deadline. Two days later, he 
was on the ice at Mullett Arena in Tempe, Arizona, trying to beat a team 
he had been with for 134 games over two seasons. 

The Carolina Hurricanes locker room at PNC Arena has a new addition 
for defenseman Shayne Gostisbehere, traded by the Arizona Coyotes to 
the Hurricanes. Chip Alexander 

“It’s been a little emotional for my family and I,” Gostisbehere said. “We 
haven’t really dealt with this whole deadline situation like this before.” 

Gostisbehere had been traded before — sent by the Philadelphia Flyers 
to the Coyotes in July 2021, after six seasons in Philly. But this was 
different. 

“When I was traded the first time it was in the summer. You have a little 
more time to digress and whatnot,” he said. “For us, it has been 
awesome because these guys have made me feel like I’m at home and 
been really helpful to me.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour noted, because of the timing and 
location, the trade put Gostisbehere in an awkward position, both in 
playing his former team so quickly while trying to distill and understand a 
new system. 

The unusual situation was reminiscent of Sergei Samsonov’s trade to the 
Florida Panthers in February 2011. Samsonov practiced with the Canes 
in Raleigh, was traded later that day for Panthers defenseman Bryan 
Allen, and with the Panthers the next day for the morning skate and a 
game at the arena. 

It was a bit surreal, for Allen and Samsonov. 

But Gostisbehere was able to put it all behind him quickly, with two 
games in three days. 

“When they throw you in the fire like that, sometimes it’s a little easier,” 
he said. 

Gostisbehere has been paired defensively with Jalen Chatfield in his first 
two games, and quickly was assigned to quarterback the Canes’ second 
power-play unit while Brent Burns continues to be the QB on the first unit. 

Against the Coyotes, Gostisbehere stepped into a shot from the top of 
the left circle for his first power-play goal. His second goal, against 
Tampa Bay, came on a heavy shot from the left point that easily beat 
goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy high to the glove side, no easy task. 

Mar 5, 2023; Raleigh, North Carolina, USA; Carolina Hurricanes 
defenseman Shayne Gostisbehere (41) skates against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning during the first period at PNC Arena. Mandatory Credit: James 
Guillory-USA TODAY Sports James Guillory James Guillory-USA 
TODAY Sports 

Gostisbehere’s second assist in the game had Teuvo Teravainen scoring 
his third goal for his second career hat trick. Gostisbehere put a shot on 
net and Teravainen was there for the rebound and quick follow shot that 
soon had the ice littered with caps. 

“He’s a good puck mover, sees the ice, all the stuff we knew,” 
Brind’Amour said Sunday. “So nothing’s really surprised me.” 

The Hurricanes, leading the Metropolitan Division by two points over New 
Jersey after Sunday’s games, made two additions before the trade 
deadline: Gostisbehere, and forward Jesse Puljujarvi, acquired Tuesday 
from Edmonton. The Canes’ core group remained unchanged. 

Gostisbehere, nicknamed “Ghost,” is a rarity for the Hurricanes, an 
acquisition who is due to become an unrestricted free agent after the 
season. 

Brind’Amour said improving the power play was a priority, and that 
Gostisbehere “was the best guy out there.” Puljujarvi was scheduled to 
join the Canes in Montreal on Monday after obtaining his work visa. 

“Do we have other needs?” Brind’Amour said Sunday. ”Every team has 
got holes they’d like to improve, but you do have to be cautious with what 
the price tags are. I think we do a good job of keeping level-headed.” 

Did the Canes do enough? 

They believe they did. 

“The truth’s going to come later, as we know,” Brind’Amour said. “The 
proof’s always going to be later.” 

Profile Image of Chip Alexander 

In more than 30 years at The N&O, Chip Alexander has covered the N.C. 
State, UNC, Duke and East Carolina beats, and now is in his 11th 
season on the Carolina Hurricanes beat. Alexander, who has won 
numerous writing awards at the state and national level, covered the 
Hurricanes’ move to North Carolina in 1997 and was a part of The N&O’s 
coverage of the Canes’ 2006 Stanley Cup run. 

News Observer LOADED: 03.08.2023 

1211831 Philadelphia Flyers 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 7, 2023 

 

 

The Tampa Bay Lightning strike three times on the power play in their 5-
2 defeat of the Flyers 

 

by Olivia Reiner 

Published Mar 8, 2023 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — After the Flyers came out of the visitor’s locker room at 
the conclusion of the first intermission tied 1-1 with the Tampa Bay 
Lightning, winger Joel Farabee and defenseman Travis Sanheim plopped 
themselves on either end of the bench and didn’t budge until the third 
period. 

Farabee and Sanheim committed a total of three penalties in the first 
period alone and received in-game benchings from coach John Tortorella 
as the Flyers fell to the Lightning, 5-2, on Tuesday night at Amalie Arena. 
Three of the Lightning’s five goals came on their formidable power play, 
two as a result of Farabee’s minors. 

“Can’t take six penalties,” Tortorella said. “Can’t take three in the first 
period. Most of them in the offensive zone. But a lot of our checking five-
on-five in a number of minutes in the game was good. We had some 
good chances. We just can’t freakin’ score.” 

Farabee and Sanheim served their punishments on the bench, then 
resumed playing in the third period. Farabee finished the night with 12 
minutes, 23 seconds of ice time, while Sanheim played 11:48. 

The third power-play goal came late in the third period when defenseman 
Tony DeAngelo was assessed a five-minute major and a game 
misconduct for spearing winger Corey Perry. Just 17 seconds into the 
major, winger Nikita Kucherov scored his second power-play goal. 

The Lightning thus snapped a five-game losing streak (0-4-1) with their 
defeat of the Flyers, marking their first victory since Feb. 25. 

Plenty of penalties 

Going into Tuesday, the Lightning boasted the second-ranked power play 
in the league, capitalizing on 25.57% of their opportunities. The Flyers 
provoked the Lightning’s potent power play three times in the first period 
alone, as Farabee was called for two minor penalties (tripping and 
boarding, both in the offensive zone) and Sanheim was called for one 
(defensive-zone tripping). Farabee’s boarding minor occurred with 21.8 
seconds remaining in the first period, so the Lightning would carry over 
power-play time to begin the second. 

Seven minutes into the first period on the Lightning’s first man 
advantage, Kucherov passed the puck unabated to winger Alex Killorn at 
the front of the net. Killorn tapped the puck past Carter Hart to tie the 
game, 1-1. Then, at the start of the second period on the remainder of 
Farabee’s boarding penalty, Kucherov ripped a shot from the top of the 
right circle and scored on Hart to make it 2-1. In total, the Flyers went 3-
for-6 on the penalty kill. 

York gets some redemption 

The Lightning continued to inflict pain on the Flyers in the second period 
following their second power-play goal. Nearly eight minutes later, trade-
deadline-acquisition winger Tanner Jeannot, formerly of the Nashville 
Predators, centered a pass from below the goal line for center Ross 
Colton at the front of the net. Colton, from Robbinsville, N.J., outmuscled 
both defensemen Cam York and Rasmus Ristolainen in the crease to slip 
the puck around Hart’s right pad as the Lightning went up, 3-1. 

“Got a stick on it and, I don’t know, just kind of beat me to the net and got 
a lucky bounce,” York said. 

By the midway point of the period, the Lightning held a 4-1 lead after Hart 
fell behind the net trying to play the puck and failed to get set in the 

crease as Killorn scored his second of the night. But York redeemed 
himself for his poor play on the Colton goal just two minutes later. York 
received a pass from Ristolainen at the blue line, then walked the puck to 
the top of the left circle before firing a shot, which deflected off winger 
Brendan Lemieux’s stick and past Vasilevskiy to cut the Lightning’s lead 
to two. The goal marked Lemieux’s first with the Flyers and his first of the 
season. 

Frost finds the back of the net 

Following morning skate on Tuesday, Tortorella praised Farabee, right 
winger Owen Tippett, and center Morgan Frost for their strong play on 
Sunday in the Flyers’ 3-1 victory over the Detroit Red Wings. The trio 
created four scoring chances against the Red Wings and carried some 
offensive momentum over to their tilt with the Lighting early on. 

Nearly six minutes into the first period, Tippett stole the puck in the 
neutral zone and drew a tripping penalty in the process. On the delayed 
call, Farabee collected the loose puck and created a two-man rush with 
Frost. Farabee passed the puck to Frost at the top of the right circle, then 
Frost ripped a shot past Vasilevskiy to put the Flyers up, 1-0. Frost 
snapped a six-game goalless drought with his tally. 
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Flyers coach John Tortorella opting to use 11 forwards to get Owen 
Tippett more ice time 

 

by Olivia Reiner 

Published Mar 7, 2023 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — Don’t expect to see defenseman Justin Braun get 
another stint playing on the right wing anytime soon, as he did Feb. 24 
against the Montreal Canadiens. 

Coach John Tortorella has been rolling with 11 forwards and seven 
defensemen in the Flyers’ last two games, but 13-year NHL veteran 
Braun has resumed his standard defensive duties. Rather, with one less 
forward, Tortorella is aiming to give more playing time to some of his 
forwards to help with his evaluations as the season nears its end. For 
now, one of those players is 24-year-old winger Owen Tippett, who is 
running with the opportunity. Tippett has scored three goals in the last 
five games. 

In their March 1 overtime loss to the New York Rangers, Tippett racked 
up 27 minutes and 40 seconds of ice time, the team high that night and a 
career high. 

“It was one of those ones where I didn’t even think about it until after I got 
off, I was just kind of running on adrenaline,” Tippett said. 

The following game on Sunday against the Detroit Red Wings, Tippett 
posted 24:09 of ice time, just 17 seconds shy of defenseman Ivan 
Provorov’s workload. While Tippett didn’t score a goal, he had five shot 
attempts, three scoring chances, a takeaway, and three blocks at five-on-
five, according to Natural Stat Trick. 

Tippett will continue to get looks on the penalty kill as the season winds 
down, a new responsibility that he hasn’t undertaken since late in his 
junior career. But Tortorella’s biggest emphasis with Tippett down the 
stretch will be his power game, from bringing pucks to the net to taking 
on defenders one-on-one. Tortorella has already seen some of that from 
Tippett, but he said he thinks there is more there. 
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“I want to see him stick his leg out occasionally and bring things to the 
paint,” Tortorella said. “And I haven’t seen a lot of that. I think he’s had 
opportunities to do that. So I think that’s the next progression.” 

To take that next step, Tippett will need to break an old habit. Tippett said 
he’s accustomed to shooting the puck the moment it lands on his blade in 
certain situations. Now, he’s trying to focus on taking the puck to the far 
post and getting a shot off, whether it’s on net or in the vicinity of it. 

As Tippett navigates the remaining 19 games of the season, Tortorella 
won’t constantly be in his ear with suggestions. Instead, he wants to get 
out of Tippett’s way and let him play his game, a strategy that varies case 
by case. 

“I think we overcoach,” Tortorella said. “I think you need to leave it alone 
and let him experience it. That’s a decision I have to make. Did he 
understand what I said? And if you think he did, then leave him alone. 
And let him figure it out. I think you learn more by making some mistakes 
and taking some thoughts and trying to correct it.” 

Laughton reaches a career milestone 

No amount of snow could stop Craig and Bonnie Laughton from getting 
to Philadelphia for Sunday’s game against the Red Wings. 

Their son Scott, the Flyers’ pick at No. 20 in the 2012 draft, was set to 
play his 500th NHL game that night. Despite seeing their flight from 
Toronto canceled due to the weather, Laughton’s parents made it to the 
Wells Fargo Center to watch their son reach a prestigious milestone and 
notch an empty-net goal in the Flyers’ 3-1 victory over the Red Wings. 

“That’s kind of what it’s all about,” Laughton said. “You think about all the 
people that have affected you. They gave me so much opportunity as a 
kid. So think about those people and my wife and everything. I enjoyed 
that, and nice to get a win, too.” 

In his 10th year with the Flyers, Laughton is having the most productive 
season of his career. He’s racked up a career-high 36 points (15 goals 
and 21 assists) while averaging a career-high 19:00 of ice time. 

“Right from the start of the year, just the opportunity that has been given 
to me, I think, has been different from previous years,” Laughton said. “A 
little bit more of an offensive role. When you’re playing that much, you’re 
in the game, and you’re always involved.” 

Breakaways 

Goalie Carter Hart (17-19-10, .908 save percentage) will start against the 
Lightning. ... Tortorella said that there are no changes to the lineup from 
Sunday, so forward Kieffer Bellows is expected to be a healthy scratch. 
... The Flyers signed former Bemidji State defenseman Will Zmolek to a 
one-year entry-level contract beginning with the 2023-24 season on 
Tuesday. The 6-foot-3, 194-pound defenseman will report to the Lehigh 
Valley Phantoms for the remainder of this season. Zmolek, 23, registered 
four goals and 17 assists in 36 games this season and was a Hobey 
Baker Award nominee. He is the son of Doug Zmolek, who played for the 
San Jose Sharks, the Dallas Stars, the Los Angeles Kings, and the 
Chicago Blackhawks. ... Lightning defenseman Victor Hedman will not 
play against the Flyers. He was injured on Sunday against the Carolina 
Hurricanes and is considered day-to-day. 
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Resetting the Flyers’ future: Which prospects, draft picks do they have in 
the pipeline? 

 

by Olivia Reiner 

Updated on Mar 7, 2023, 5:00 a.m.  

 

Now that the trade deadline has passed and with the Flyers out of playoff 
contention, all eyes are on the future. General manager Chuck Fletcher 
recently stated that the team needs to get younger and more skilled in 
order to get back to being competitive. 

 

The cheapest way to do that is through the draft, and if the season ended 
today, the Flyers would hold the eighth spot in the draft lottery and have 
a 6% chance at landing the No. 1 overall pick, according to Tankathon. 
Plus, the Flyers have a number of prospects in the system who are in the 
midst of the development process and pushing toward making an impact 
at the NHL level. 

Here’s an updated look at the Flyers’ draft capital and their collection of 
young players (those 24 or younger at the start of next season) who 
could play big roles in the long term: 

Draft assets 

The Flyers have a total of 23 draft picks over the next three years — nine 
in 2023, seven in 2024, and seven in 2025. At this year’s trade deadline, 
the Flyers acquired a 2024 fifth-rounder from Los Angeles in the Zack 
MacEwen trade and a 2023 sixth-rounder from Ottawa for Patrick Brown. 
They do not have a second-round pick in the next two drafts, as Fletcher 
sent their 2023 selection to Buffalo for Rasmus Ristolainen and their 
2024 selection to Carolina to acquire Tony DeAngelo. 

This year, the Flyers have two third-round picks, the Florida Panthers’ 
selection (Claude Giroux trade) and the New York Rangers’ selection 
(Justin Braun trade. 

Additionally, the Flyers have four first-round picks in the next three drafts 
— their own and the Florida Panthers’ first-rounder in 2024, which is 
conditional. The condition is if the pick is in the top 10, the Flyers will 
receive the Panthers’ 2025 first-round pick instead. This is the yearly 
breakdown: 

2023: 1st, 3rd (x2), 4th (x2), 5th, 6th (x2), 7th 

2024: 1st (x2 but FLA pick is conditional), 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 

2025: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 

NHL youth 

One year after being acquired by the Flyers, 24-year-old winger Owen 
Tippett has taken a big step in his development under coach John 
Tortorella. Tippett, drafted No. 10 overall by Florida in 2018, is solidifying 
a role as a power forward in the Flyers’ top six, notching career-highs 
with 18 goals and 15 assists in 58 games. 

After undergoing artificial disk replacement surgery in June, winger Joel 
Farabee, 23, has struggled to make a consistent, positive impact this 
season. Tortorella acknowledged that the offseason surgery hurt 
Farabee’s ability to get bigger and stronger, thus hampering his 
performance (nine goals, 17 assists in 63 games). A 2018 first-rounder, 
the Flyers are hoping Farabee can revert back to the player who scored 
20 goals in 55 games in 2020-21. 

Earlier this season, Tortorella likened 23-year-old center Morgan Frost to 
a toilet seat, swinging up and down in terms of consistency. Frost has 
flashed his offensive skill set (11 goals, 18 assists in 62 games) but has 
also made his fair share of mistakes. The 2017 first-round pick said last 
week that he has more to prove before he becomes a restricted free 
agent at the end of the season. 

Noah Cates, 24, has turned heads with his sound defensive details and 
quickly earned Tortorella’s trust. Cates has made the transition from wing 
to center and has become a fixture on the penalty kill. Tortorella 
envisions that his offense (10 goals, 17 assists in 63 games) will begin to 
pick up, too, as he continues to develop. 
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Although he started the season with the Lehigh Valley Phantoms, 
defenseman Cam York has situated himself permanently with the Flyers. 
The 22-year-old is averaging 19 minutes and 14 seconds of ice time, and 
has one goal and 11 assists in 35 games. Tortorella still wants to see 
York maintain an aggressive mindset as the 2019 first-round pick 
develops as a full-time NHL player. 

In the pipeline 

Goaltender Samuel Ersson, 23, made a splash with the Flyers this 
season, compiling a 6-1-0 record in his starts. He posted a .898 save 
percentage and a 3.07 goals-against average in 10 games, numbers that 
were skewed by his last start when he allowed seven goals against New 
Jersey. Ersson, who missed most of last season with a groin injury, will 
continue to develop with the Phantoms as they push for the playoffs. The 
Flyers view him as having starter potential. 

In his first full season of pro hockey, 21-year-old winger Tyson Foerster 
ranks second on the Phantoms with 18 goals in 56 games. While the 
2020 first-round pick has always been known for his impressive shot, 
he’s leaned into his physicality this season and hasn’t shown any 
hesitation to attack the dirty areas of the ice. Both Foerster and York 
were named AHL All-Stars this year. 

After rehabbing from hip surgery, winger Bobby Brink returned to action 
in January and has posted 17 points in 25 Phantoms games. His skill and 
hockey sense have stood out since, particularly on the power play, as he 
works his way back into game shape. Brink, 21, continues to work on 
improving his speed and strength. 

After starting the season with the Flyers and making a positive 
impression with his puck skills, defenseman Egor Zamula joined the 
Phantoms at the end of November. After a bit of a slow start in the AHL, 
the 22-year-old has found a rhythm and is playing important minutes on 
both the power play and penalty kill. 

Winger Elliot Desnoyers, 21, has been one of the organization’s bright 
spots this season. Typically, first-year pros hit a wall as the season drags 
on, but Desnoyers has consistently made a positive impact in every area 
of the game. He’s producing offensively for the Phantoms (20 goals and 
18 assists in 50 games), playing important special-teams minutes, and 
contributing in defensive situations. 

In his first full season in the Swedish Hockey League, Emil Andrae has 
played a big role on a struggling HV71 team. The 21-year-old 
defenseman is averaging 20:28 of ice time through 49 games while 
posting six goals and 20 assists. At the conclusion of Andrae’s season, 
Flyers assistant GM Brent Flahr said that he could potentially join Lehigh 
Valley. 

In his freshman year at Boston College, 19-year-old forward Cutter 
Gauthier has made an instant impact, collecting 16 goals and 18 assists 
in 30 games. Gauthier, the No. 5 overall pick in last year’s draft, has 
been working closely with the Flyers’ development staff this season as he 
learns the details of playing the center position. The Flyers and Gauthier 
will decide on his next steps once BC’s season comes to an end. 

Other prospects to watch 

Defenseman Ronnie Attard, 23, and winger Zayde Wisdom, 20, are 
navigating their first full pro seasons with the Phantoms. After starting the 
season with Jukurit of the Finnish Liiga, 20-year-old winger Samu 
Tuomaala is playing in Finland’s second tier (21 goals and 19 assists in 
25 games with Ketterä) and is expected to play next season in Finland as 
well. 

Defenseman Ethan Samson, 19, signed an entry-level contract with the 
Flyers in December. He is having a strong season with the Prince 
George Cougars of the WHL, posting 16 goals and 37 assists in 51 
games. He could earn a spot with the Phantoms next season, or the 
Flyers could decide that he needs an overage year in the WHL. Goalie 
Alexei Kolosov, 21, is having “unprecedented success” in the KHL with 
Dinamo Minsk, Flahr said (.912 save percentage, 2.55 GAA in 42 
games). 

Winger Devin Kaplan, 19, has earned his ice time as a freshman at 
Boston University and has steadily moved up the depth chart. Hunter 
McDonald, 20, has made a significant impact as a freshman for No. 15 
Northeastern on its top defensive pairing. 
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Sanheim, Farabee sit in 2nd period of loss; DeAngelo faces possible 
suspension 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

Two players sat for the entire second period. 

One player was kicked out late in the third period. 

Tuesday was an ugly night for the Flyers down in Tampa Bay, Florida. 
They were outclassed by the Lightning in a 5-2 loss at Amalie Arena. 

John Tortorella decided to bench Travis Sanheim and Joel Farabee 
during the middle stanza. With 2:40 minutes left in the game, Tony 
DeAngelo got the boot from the officials after he speared Corey Perry. 

Quite the inauspicious start to a challenging three-game road swing for 
the Flyers (24-29-11). 

They had a 1-0 first-period lead, courtesy of Morgan Frost, but it lasted 
only 1:46 minutes. 

Brendan Lemieux scored the Flyers' other goal. With his team down 4-1 
in the second period, the trade acquisition stopped the bleeding when he 
just barely got a piece of Cam York's shot. 

The Flyers have lost 13 of their last 17 games (4-9-4). They didn't handle 
themselves well against an angry Tampa Bay team that saw its season-
worst losing streak hit five games with a 6-0 blowout Sunday at the 
hands of the Hurricanes. 

The Lightning (38-21-5) put that skid to rest and took the regular-season 
series from Tortorella's club. The Flyers went 1-2-0 against Tampa Bay. 

• In the first period, Farabee committed two penalties and Sanheim one. 

The Lightning scored on two of the power play opportunities to flip the 
Flyers' 1-0 lead into a 2-1 deficit by the first 34 seconds of the second 
period. 

Clearly, Tortorella was not pleased. 

Farabee and Sanheim did not see the ice at all in the middle stanza. The 
head coach put them back in the game during the third period. Farabee 
finished with 12:48 minutes on the night and Sanheim 12:12. 

Was it wise to glue both of them to the pine in the second period? 

The decision to bench Farabee was highly questionable when you 
consider a few things: 

He assisted Frost's game-opening goal. 

And, just two days ago, he played one of his better games in a while. 
Farabee didn't score a goal Sunday night, but he looked a lot more like 
himself offensively. 

"God, he could have had two or three," Tortorella said after the Flyers' 3-
1 win over the Red Wings. "That's the first step, right? He's involved in 
the offense. You noticed him tonight, so hopefully he'll just keep on 
growing from there." 
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But that momentum was completely thwarted by sitting him for an entire 
period. Farabee hasn't scored a goal in 23 straight games. 

A little over two weeks ago, Tortorella made Sanheim a healthy scratch. 
It came in Calgary, Alberta, where Sanheim played junior hockey and 
had family in attendance for the game. 

Four days later, Sanheim said "not a whole lot" was communicated to 
him the day of the benching. 

Does a player have to seek out the coach? 

"I wasn't thrilled with the decision being in Calgary," Sanheim said Feb. 
24. "For me, I didn't go upon that. But maybe moving forward, that is a 
route." 

Much like Farabee, Sanheim is trying to regain his confidence. Sitting 
during the second period Tuesday night probably didn't help. 

• DeAngelo let his frustration get the best of him when he inexcusably 
speared Perry in the marbles after a whistle. 

The 27-year-old defenseman is a fiery player and has kept his emotions 
in check for the most part this season. But this was bad. It looks 
inexplicable on video and it very well could warrant a suspension from 
the NHL Department of Player Safety. 

Eighteen seconds later, Nikita Kucherov finished off the Flyers with 
Tampa Bay's third power play goal. 

• Carter Hart made 34 saves on 39 shots. 

During the second period, he stumbled behind his net, which led to the 
Lightning's fourth goal. 

But other than that, he was far from the Flyers' issue. 

Tampa Bay netminder Andrei Vasilevskiy, a five-time All-Star and two-
time Stanley Cup champion, stopped 33 of the Flyers' 35 shots. 

• Frost's goal gave him 30 points on the season (12 goals, 18 assists). 

Lemieux's goal was his first with the Flyers. He made a positive first 
impression Sunday night. 

• The road trip continues Thursday when the Flyers visit the Metropolitan 
Division-leading Hurricanes (7 p.m. ET/NBCSP). 
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Flyers sign a 6-4, 209-pound college free agent defenseman 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

The Flyers added a defenseman to their organizational picture Tuesday 
by signing college free agent Will Zmolek. 

The one-year entry-level contract is for the 2023-24 season. Zmolek, who 
turns 24 years old next month, will report to AHL affiliate Lehigh Valley 
for the remainder of this season. 

Zmolek is a 6-foot-4, 209-pound, lefty-shot blueliner who played four 
years at Bemidji State University. As a senior this season, he had 21 
points (four goals, 17 assists) and a plus-2 mark in 36 games. He had 
two power play goals, a shorthanded marker and a team-leading 64 
blocked shots. 

The Beavers' alternate captain recorded five multi-point games, including 
a three-point performance (two goals, one assist) in a 7-2 win over St. 
Thomas (Minnesota). 

His father Doug Zmolek played for the Sharks, Stars, Kings and 
Blackhawks, an NHL career that spanned eight seasons. As a 
defenseman, he was a tough customer and frequent fighter. 

He dropped the gloves with Eric Lindros at The Spectrum back in March 
1993 when both players were rookies. Lindros now has his No. 88 
hanging from the Wells Fargo Center rafters. 
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How Artem Anisimov embraced his role as a mentor to Flyers’ AHL 
prospects 

 

By Charlie O'Connor 

 

ALLENTOWN, Pa. — As February approached its conclusion, the Lehigh 
Valley Phantoms found themselves within reach of an unfamiliar place in 
the standings — a place that had not been theirs since 2017-18: a berth 
in the AHL playoffs. 

Which is when 34-year-old veteran Artem Anisimov felt the need to 
speak up. So in the middle of the Phantoms locker room, with players 
and staff looking on, Anisimov spoke with the authority of 771 NHL 
regular season games and another 43 in the postseason. 

The message? It’s playoff hockey now. 

“I see how the team plays, and see the standings,” Anisimov said. “I just 
wanted to say that.” 

When Anisimov arrived at Philadelphia Flyers training camp in 
September after signing a PTO with the big club, he surely wasn’t aiming 
to be delivering motivational speeches to a bunch of kids in Allentown. 
But somewhere along the way, Anisimov didn’t merely accept his role as 
chief mentor and unofficial developer of the many quality young 
prospects with the Flyers’ AHL affiliate — he embraced it, turning himself 
into one of the most invaluable pieces on the top team in the organization 
still playing meaningful hockey in March. 

Anisimov’s return to North America in September was surprising, but not 
shocking. 

Yes, he had spent a year in the KHL, and had just turned 34 — four 
seasons removed from his last truly productive NHL campaign. But the 
Flyers were in desperate need of centers, and they had just hired John 
Tortorella, Anisimov’s coach at the start of his career with the New York 
Rangers. Given the uncertainty surrounding Sean Couturier’s injury, 
Anisimov entered camp with legitimate hopes of nabbing a spot. 

His pursuit ended quickly. In the first period of the Flyers’ first preseason 
game, Anisimov took a shot off his foot. The veteran played through the 
pain, but upon the game’s conclusion, the medical verdict was clear: a 
broken foot, and a four-to-six-week recovery timetable. It ended any 
realistic hopes of Anisimov earning a spot on the opening night roster — 
and most likely, any Flyers roster in 2022-23. 

But Anisimov hung around. His locker remained stocked at the practice 
facility in Voorhees, N.J., and he continued his rehabilitation. After all, the 
Flyers’ need at center remained, with Couturier slated for a second back 
surgery that would likely end his year before it began, and Kevin Hayes 
already heading down the “he’s not even a center” road in Tortorella’s 
mind. 
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When Anisimov was cleared for a return to action in November, he was 
still in limbo. 

“It was like … up in the air,” Anisimov said. “Torts called me and asked 
me, do I want to go to Lehigh Valley and play a couple games here for 
conditioning purposes? I said yeah, no problem.” 

So for the first time, Anisimov packed his bags and headed to Allentown. 
During his five-game conditioning stint, he had just one big game — a 
two-goal, three-point showing against Rochester. When the Flyers didn’t 
deem him worthy of an NHL contract, Anisimov prepared for his time with 
the organization to come to a close. But he had caught the attention of 
one person — Phantoms head coach Ian Laperriere — and not because 
of on-ice dominance. 

“He was just great,” Laperriere said. “Even before he left and when he 
told me, ‘That’s gonna be my last game here,’ I told him, you were great 
on the ice, but I just want to thank you for what you did with those young 
guys in the small amount of time that you were here.” 

Still, when Anisimov hopped on a plane to Chicago to meet up with his 
wife and children in early December, it looked to be a one-way trip. After 
all, he had come back to North America to play in the NHL, and the 
Flyers had not promised him that chance. Anisimov could have returned 
to Russia and caught on with another KHL club, or considered calling it 
quits entirely. His hockey future was uncertain. 

But Anisimov liked being in the United States, where his children had 
grown up and where he owns a Chicago home. And there was something 
else that nagged at him. 

“My five games here (in Allentown), I saw something special with this 
team inside,” he said. “I don’t know. I cannot explain (to) you what I saw. 
I just wanted to come back and do more.” 

So after pondering his future in Chicago with his family, Anisimov made a 
decision: he would head back. Even without the promise of an NHL 
contract, he returned to the Phantoms, signing an AHL-only deal for the 
rest of 2022-23. 

Anisimov was there to stay. 

It’s little surprise that a 13-year NHL veteran has proven capable of 
scoring at the AHL level — Anisimov has 28 points in 41 games. In fact, 
his seven-points-in-three-games surge upon his return to Lehigh Valley 
understandably had some fans wondering if it was only a matter of time 
before Anisimov would be getting a contract to jump up to the big club. 

But that was never in the cards, even though the Flyers made it clear to 
Anisimov that if another team expressed interest in handing him an NHL 
deal, they would not stand in his way. 

The Flyers didn’t want him in the NHL; they wanted him with the 
Phantoms, boosting the team’s depth down the middle, yes, but more 
importantly, serving as a veteran mentor on a roster chock full of quality 
prospects. 

“He’s just been an extra coach that we have,” Laperriere said. 

Laperriere’s main focus as Phantoms coach, of course, remains the 
development of those prospects. But as he explained, there are some 
lessons that are best taught player to player. 

That’s where Anisimov fits in. 

“As a coach, it doesn’t matter if I played a long time, players don’t care,” 
he chuckled. “But Anisimov, he was just in the NHL two years ago, so 
they know who he is. So they can relate a little bit in a different way.” 

Tyson Foerster, Anisimov’s regular linemate and arguably the Flyers’ 
best prospect in Lehigh Valley, agreed, particularly when it came to 
ramping up the intensity in anticipation of a playoff push. 

“Yeah, we take it better coming from one of the guys and then, say, the 
coach,” he said. 

Anisimov didn’t shy away from the role. Instead, he quickly embraced it. 

“Right away, that first weekend, he grabbed at Tyson Foerster and Olle 
(Lycksell), his linemate,” Laperriere said. “You can tell on the bench, he’s 
talking to them, in the gym, on the ice, he grabs them.” 

Foerster has received multiple pep talks from Anisimov throughout the 
season, largely centered around one piece of advice: be more creative. 

“I think on the ice he always tells me: slow down,” Foerster said. “You 
don’t need to skate those million miles an hour, you can slow down and 
make the right play and protect the puck. If you don’t see a play, hold on 
to the puck. Don’t just force it or just dump it in. Just slow down and 
make the right play.” 

“It’s come natural for me, actually,” Anisimov said when asked about his 
new job as a mentor. “I can see where the guys can improve, and what 
they can do better to help them to elevate their game, you know? I like to 
share my knowledge, my experience.” 

There’s no player on the roster that he’s connected with more than 
countryman Egor Zamula. 

When Zamula arrived in Voorhees late in the summer, he didn’t expect to 
have any Russians there for support beyond Ivan Provorov. But upon 
arrival, Provorov gave him the heads-up that “Artem” was there as well. 

Zamula was confused. 

“I’m like, ‘Who is that? Tell me (his) last name,'” Zamula said. “And he 
says ‘Anisimov.’ And I’m like, ‘Oh my God, I want to say hi to him.'” 

Zamula, who vividly remembered watching Anisimov at the Olympics in 
2014, greeted the veteran in Russian as an elder, worthy of extra respect 
due to the 12-year age gap between the two. 

Anisimov quickly brushed away such formalities. 

“But he tells me, ‘Hey, don’t tell me hi. Just say hello. I’m still young!’ Like 
it’s (a) little joke,” Zamula said. 

“He told me, don’t say that anymore because I’m young like you. We 
started laughing and (on) Day 2, we’re (spending) like 24 (hours) and 
seven (days) together.” 

Anisimov and Zamula have become fast friends. The two regularly go 
head to head in FIFA 23 on PlayStation 5; Anisimov got the better of 
Zamula during training camp, but Zamula has closed the gap significantly 
over the past few months. 

“We have a really good relationship,” Anisimov said. “We hang out every 
day, talking about hockey, talking about life, talking about everything.” 

Anisimov even took Zamula back home to Chicago with him for 
Christmas. 

“It was fun. All three (of his) kids jump on me for around two days,” 
Zamula said. “I spent (time with his kids), and got to have a couple 
Russian dinners at home.” 

But most importantly, Anisimov gave Zamula the cultural gap-bridging 
soundboard he didn’t think he would have in the minors this season. 

“I think it’s so important,” Anisimov said. “Because if he’s gonna be alone 
here — the young guys, you don’t know what to do mentally, like you’ve 
never played (North American) games, you don’t talk with somebody. 
Because it’s a language barrier sometimes, you cannot express yourself 
how you want to express yourself. But when he speaks his native 
language, it’s easy to talk it out. Talk about what we can do better, how 
we can be better, what I can do better in that mistake when I did it — 
stuff like that.” 

 

Anisimov himself had his fair share of mentors when he made the jump 
to North American hockey — Darius Kasparaitis, Vladimir Denisov, 
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Alexander Frolov, Ruslan Fedotenko. His work with Zamula, in a way, is 
paying it forward. 

“He’s a great person,” Zamula said. “He told me, ‘I’m happy for all 
Russian players who play in the NHL. I don’t care about money. I want to 
see more Russian players, and I want to try to help kids get faster (to) the 
NHL level.’” 

But it’s not just Russian players who Anisimov has helped. He’s been 
there for everyone — even if he does occasionally deal with some grief 
for being the old man of the group. 

“He’s pretty old,” Foerster cracked. “But I mean, he talks to the young 
guys, he’s not a dick. He’s great with us. Tells us (to) stay calm on the 
bench if we’re getting worked up or something. Because he’s been 
through it all.” 

At this point, it’s become obvious that Anisimov is not going to get the 
NHL shot in 2022-23 that he wanted in September. With the trade 
deadline passed, he couldn’t participate in the playoffs even if he did sign 
a contract with another NHL club anyway. 

But in his role as AHL mentor, Anisimov has found a way to make a real 
impact. 

He’s endeared himself to his teammates, quietly exuding knowledge and 
experience without any sense of superiority and entitlement. And he’s 
endeared himself to Laperriere and the staff as well, serving as an in-
locker room extension of them, providing on-the-ground insights to the 
youngsters that complement but never contradict their instructions. 

“As a human being, he’s been great,” Laperriere said. “He’s just a nice 
person. He’s great with those kids. He’s great with us as a staff.” 

The organizational goal, of course, is to develop as many of the young 
Phantoms prospects — Foerster, Zamula, Elliot Desnoyers, Lycksell, 
Ronnie Attard, Sam Ersson, Bobby Brink, Zayde Wisdom, Adam Ginning 
— into quality NHL players. Tortorella and general manager Chuck 
Fletcher believe that participating in a tightly contested AHL playoff race 
(and hopefully the playoffs as well) will be a valuable developmental tool 
for them heading into 2023-24, as many of them look to make pushes for 
roster spots with the Flyers. Anisimov is very much on board with the 
plan, even if he isn’t going to be the one to get the call — at least in this 
organization. 

Some veteran players might sulk or isolate themselves from those on the 
verge of achieving what very well may be slipping out of Anisimov’s 
reach. But that’s not how he’s built as a player or a person. 

“Everybody on this team, the goal is to reach the NHL level,” he said. “If 
you’re going to be frustrated, it’s going to affect your game. You’re going 
to affect everything — life, games, and stuff like that. You need to treat it 
like a positive way — come every day to practice (and) games, smile, full 
of confidence, and just show what you can do on the ice.” 

So in a sense, Anisimov is making his case for another NHL look — by 
showing he can be a positive contributor to an AHL club in playoff 
contention, all while taking up a leadership role in the process. 

As he did when he felt the calendar turning to playoff-push time. 

“It comes from inside of me,” he said. “If I want to say something to the 
team, I’m gonna say it. If I feel it, I’m gonna speak up.” 

The Phantoms — and in turn, the Flyers — have been lucky he has. 
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3 takeaways from Knights’ loss: Poor start ends winning streak 

 

By Ben Gotz 

Las Vegas Review-Journal 

March 7, 2023 - 12:40 PM 

Updated March 7, 2023 - 8:09 PM 

 

The pass bounced inches from Jack Eichel’s stick, barely escaping his 
grasp in front of the Florida Panthers’ near-empty net. 

Golden Knights right wing Jonathan Marchessault sent a great feed to his 
red-hot center late in the third period at FLA Live Arena. It caught 
goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky out of position. But like so many of the 
Knights’ scoring chances Tuesday, it didn’t result in a goal. 

The Panthers survived the close call to earn a crucial 2-1 win in their fight 
for the NHL playoffs. Florida took a 2-0 lead in the second period and 
held on to move two points back of the second wild-card spot in the 
Eastern Conference. 

The Knights were left to ruminate on the poor start and missed chances 
that led to the end of their three-game winning streak. They lost in 
regulation for only the second time in 13 games since the All-Star break 
to start a five-game road trip, tied for their longest of the season. 

“We just weren’t ready to start the game,” defenseman Shea Theodore 
said. “That’s kind of where it came down to bite us.” 

It was clear what coach Bruce Cassidy thought of the Knights’ start by 
the beginning of the second period. 

He switched up three of his forward lines, only leaving the top group of 
Eichel, Marchessault and left wing Ivan Barbashev intact. The defense 
pairs were juggled at times, too. 

The changes came after a first period in which the Knights (38-20-6) 
allowed far too many chances from the slot. Ryan Lomberg converted 
one 4:25 into the first to put Florida (32-27-6) up 1-0. 

Things didn’t change immediately to start the second. Center Aleksander 
Barkov gave the Panthers a 2-0 lead from right in front of the crease 4:05 
after the first intermission. 

“We probably gave up more slot shots than any other game this year,” 
left wing Reilly Smith said. “We have to do better collapsing in front and 
making sure they’re not getting those looks, especially as often as they 
were.” 

The deficit seemed to spark the Knights. 

Theodore got them within 2-1 with a one-timer on the power play with 
6:37 remaining in the second period. The Knights then had chances to tie 
the game. Theodore and Barbashev generated a two-on-one. Right wing 
Michael Amadio had a great look from in tight on the power play. Eichel 
got his late opportunity. 

But the Knights didn’t bury any of them. 

They fell to 1-3-1 in their history at FLA Live Arena. The Panthers picked 
up their third win in four games. 

”We didn’t put any pressure on them in the first period,” Cassidy said. 
“We chased the game the whole night and never caught up to it.” 

Here are three takeaways from the loss: 

1. Hill stands tall 

Goaltender Adin Hill made 33 saves, his fifth-highest total of the season. 

The 26-year-old continued his strong play since the All-Star break. He is 
6-2 in that span with a .929 save percentage. 
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He has stepped up with goaltenders Logan Thompson and Laurent 
Brossoit on injured reserve, and goaltender Jonathan Quick coming to 
the Knights via trade. 

“He was amazing tonight,” Theodore said. “I don’t know how many point-
blank saves he made.” 

2. Power-play tally 

Theodore’s goal was the Knights’ first on the power play in six games. 

The team is 3-for-43 on the man advantage since the last time it played 
the Panthers on Jan. 12, when captain Mark Stone suffered a back injury 
that required surgery. 

The Knights at least drew four power-play opportunities Tuesday, tied for 
their fifth-most in a game. 

“We kind of let them off the hook,” Smith said. “We could’ve created a 
couple more opportunities. We just have to be sharper out there.” 

3. Theodore’s streak 

Theodore scored in back-to-back games for the first time this season and 
the seventh time in his career. 

The 27-year-old has been on an impressive run since the All-Star break. 
His 13 points in 13 games in that span is tied for the sixth-most among 
NHL defensemen. 
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Hill strong again, but Golden Knights’ offense not in loss to Panthers 

 

By Danny Webster (contact) 

Published Tuesday, March 7, 2023 | 6:41 p.m. 

Updated Tuesday, March 7, 2023 | 7:29 p.m. 

 

Vegas Golden Knights right wing Reilly Smith (19) and Florida Panthers 
center Carter Verhaeghe (23) battle for the puck during the first period 
Tuesday, March 7, 2023, in Sunrise, Fla.  

Launch slideshow » 

The Golden Knights were kept in the game by their goaltender yet again. 
The goals just weren't there this time around. 

Adin Hill made 34 saves and had another great performance to give his 
team a chance to win, but Vegas dropped its first game of a five-game 
road trip 2-1 to the Florida Panthers at FLA Live Arena on Tuesday. 

Hill, coming off a 47-save effort in a 4-3 shootout win over the Carolina 
Hurricanes last week, was strong in net for the Golden Knights yet again. 
He's 2-2-0 in his last four starts, with the two losses being the only 
regulation defeats out of the All-Star break (9-2-2). 

"They're a good team," forward Reilly Smith said. "They put a lot of 
pressure on us. Probably turned the puck over too many times, and when 
we did have opportunities, we didn't capitalize." 

Shea Theodore scored the lone goal, a power-play tally to give the 
defenseman 13 points in 13 games since the bye week, but that was all 
the Golden Knights (38-20-6) could produce in an effort that ended their 
three-game winning streak. 

It's only Vegas' second regulation loss since returning from the All-Star 
break (9-2-2) and only the first time this season they've lost in regulation 
by only allowing two goals or fewer. 

"We just weren't ready to start the game," Theodore said. "It's where it 
came down to bite us." 

Slow starts have hindered the Golden Knights before. It's not a new 
issue. It's why they're considered one of the best response teams in the 
league, finding ways to come from behind and pull victory from defeat. 

But against a Florida team desperate to find its way back to the playoffs, 
the Golden Knights had to expect a strong effort. 

Vegas got that desperate Florida team with a 29-save outing from goalie 
Sergei Bobrovsky. Ryan Lomberg and Panthers captain Sasha Barkov 
scored for Florida. 

Although the Panthers were last year's Presidents' Trophy winners for 
the finishing with the most points in the league, they haven't been on that 
level this year. The Panthers are on the outside looking in from the 
playoff race in the East, but still with plenty of talent to make a run and 
challenge in the postseason. 

But for as good as Hill was, Bobrovsky had to be as good. The Golden 
Knights produced 19 high-danger chances in all situations while allowing 
just nine. Florida, however, out-attempted Vegas 74-57 and put more 
pressure on Hill as the game went on. 

"We only got out of (the first period) 1-0 thanks to Adin," coach Bruce 
Cassidy said. "It was like (Friday against) New Jersey again, right? Didn't 
protect the slot, didn't execute on the breakout at all. He held us in." 

A dud was not unexpected to begin this road trip. The Golden Knights 
had an off day Monday following cross-country travel. Neither forward 
line generated positive possession numbers and played from behind for 
most of the game. 

With a quick turnaround against the Tampa Bay Lightning on Thursday, 
it'll be another quality opponent for the Golden Knights to try for a 
response. 

The Golden Knights could not create separation at the top of the Pacific 
Division, remaining tied with the Los Angeles Kings at 82 points. L.A. has 
a game in hand on Vegas, however. The Seattle Kraken can pull within 
two points of Vegas for first place pending on their result against the 
Anaheim Ducks later in the evening. 

At the very least, the Golden Knights have good goaltending going for 
them right now. 

"He was amazing tonight," Theodore said of Hill. "I don't know how many 
point-blank saves he made. He's definitely a guy that can keep us in it, 
and we have to do a better job playing in front of him." 
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Golden Knights 'Chased Game All Night And Never Caught Up To It' 

 

Staff Report 

Mar 7, 2023 • 11:00 PM 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights couldn't get their game going for the majority 
of their Tuesday night game against the Florida Panthers and lost 2-1. 
The offense struggled to find consistent looks, and the defense gave up 
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many chances in the slot. But Adin Hill once again put together a strong 
game. 

The VGK will now travel to Tampa Bay to continue their five-game road 
trip out East. They will play the Lightning on Thursday at 4:00 p.m. 

Here's what head coach Bruce Cassidy, forward Reilly Smith, and 
defenseman Shea Theodore had to say after the loss. 

Shea Theodore--- 

On the overall game 

"I think we just weren't ready to start the game. That's kind of what came 
back to bite us. I thought we played great in the second and the third but 
you definitely need better starts down the stretch here." 

On giving up slot chances. 

"I think we just have to take a look at some of our D-zone positioning. 
Obviously going into they have a lot of highly-skilled players that love to 
shoot from the middle." 

Reilly Smith--- 

On the overall game. 

"I thought we turned the puck over too many times and when we did have 
opportunities we didn't capitalize." 

On Adin Hill 

"He did an awesome job. I think we gave up more slot shots than any 
other game this year, so he did a great job at keeping it at two. We have 
to do a better job collapsing in front." 

Bruce Cassidy--- 

On what the biggest factor in their loss was. 

"Probably our start, even though we got out of it thanks to Adin (Hill). It 
was like Jersey again, we didn't protect the slot, we didn't execute on our 
breakouts and he held us in." 

"I thought we chased the game the whole night, and never caught up to 
it." 

On shuffling up line combinations, D-pairs, and sitting players like Brett 
Howden, Paul Cotter, and Phil Kessel in the third. 

"We've won some hockey games, so you don't want to mix too much up. 
But I think some individuals need a change of scenery for a lack of better 
term with linemates." 

On the powerplay. 

"I thought the powerplay, that's the most we have had on it since 
probably San Jose. I thought we generated some good looks, you don't 
get a lot of quantity against Florida, because they are very aggressive, 
but you can get some quality." 
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Golden Knights Offense Struggles In Loss To Panthers 

 

By OWEN KREPPS 

Mar 7, 2023 • 9:37 PM 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights (38-20-6, 82 points) began their first game of 
a five-game road trip with a loss against the Florida Panthers (32-27-6, 
70 points) No lineup changes were made by the team outside of Pavel 
Dorofeyev joining the team for the road trip and Adin Hill starting. 

Here's how it went down. 

FIRST PERIOD 

Alex Pietrangelo pinched and got a puck to Ivan Barbashev in the slot, 
who was stopped by Sergei Bobrovsky. 

Nick Cousins picked off a pass and got it to Eric Staal, who then got it to 
Antony Duclair in the slot for a grade-A chance that Adin Hill stopped. 

The Golden Knights ran into a problem of turning the puck over too much 
in the first period. 

1-0 FLA GOAL- Ryan Lomberg scored from the point after another 
Golden Knights turnover, this time by Shea Theodore. 

FLA PP- Brett Howden was called for hooking, which sent the Panthers' 
powerplay to the ice. 

VGK PP- The Golden Knights killed and got a powerplay of their own as 
Marc Staal was called for tripping Paul Cotter. 

The Panthers were the better team in the first period, as they trapped the 
VGK in their own zone at various times. 

With the Golden Knight's fourth line and third D-pairing on the ice, the 
Panthers hemmed in the VGK for a lengthy period of time. 

Sam Reinhart fired a shot, but it was blocked by Alex Pietrangelo. The 
blocked puck went right back to Reinhart for another shot, this time on 
goal. 

Radko Gudas made two big plays at the end of the period. One was to 
break up a VGK 2-on-1, and the other was a shot that rang off the post. 

SECOND PERIOD 

2-0 FLA GOAL- The Golden Knights continued to struggle to get the puck 
out of their own zone, and Alexander Barkov scored for Florida. 

VGK PP- Nick Cousins was called for tripping Ivan Barbashev, giving the 
VGK their second powerplay. 

The best chance so far in the game came for the VGK on the PP as 
Michael Amadio set up Chandler Stephenson in the slot with quick 
passing. 

The Panthers got another play with a player behind the net finding a 
teammate in the slot. In this case, it was Eetu Luostarinen to Anthony 
Duclair. 

VGK PP- After they failed to score on their first two powerplays, the 
Panthers gifted the VGK another with a too-many-men penalty. 

2-1 VGK PPG- On the ensuing powerplay, the Golden Knights broke 
free, with Shea Theodore scoring on a one-timer from the point. 

4 on 4- Brett Howden and Radko Gudas got tied up, which resulted in 
both players taking penalties after a scrum ensued. 

THIRD PERIOD 

Aaron Ekblad picked off a pass by Paul Cotter and then set up Eric Staal 
for a quality chance. 

Alex Pietrangelo joined the Golden Knight's rush and received a pass in 
the slot from Chandler Stephenson, but Josh Mahura made a great 
defensive play to stop him. 

VGK PP- Brandon Montour got caught tripping Keegan Kolesar. 

FLA PP- Alec Martinez was called for hooking Sam Bennett while 
backchecking. 
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With the game on the line, head coach Bruce Cassidy shuffled up his 
lines and shortened the bench.  

Paul Cotter, Brett Howden, and Phil Kessel saw limited shifts. 

Adin Hill was pulled with just over two minutes left in the game. 

The Golden Knights used their timeout with 1:08 left. 

Jonathan Marchessault found Jack Eichel by the side of the net, but he 
fanned on the attempt and did not score. 

GOLDEN KNIGHTS NOTES 

For whatever reason, the Golden Knights had a tough time defending 
shots from the slot by the Panthers. 

Adin Hill was once again relied on to be solid. He finished the night with 
33 saves on 35 shots. No help. 

With another goal, Shea Theodore now has goals in back-to-back games 
and has 12 points in his last 12 games. 

The Golden Knights scored on the powerplay Tuesday, which means the 
Panthers have allowed a powerplay goal in nine-straight games. 

Powerplays have been a rarity for the VGK all season, but with the 
Panthers being the most penalized team in the league, the VGK got four 
powerplays Tuesday night. 

At age 38, Eric Staal continues to be a solid player, now with the 
Panthers. He had five shots against the VGK. 

Both the Calgary Flames and Seattle Kraken have later games tonight. 
Both could affect the VGK in the standings in the long run. 

"" 
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Golden Knights Gameday 64: On the Road Again: Lines and Notes vs 
Panthers 

 

By OWEN KREPPS 

Mar 7, 2023 • 1:44 PM 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights (38-19-6, 82 points) will begin a five-game 
road trip Tuesday against the Florida Panthers (31-27-6, 68 points) at 
4:00 p.m. from FLA Live Arena. No lineup changes are expected for the 
VGK, who recalled Pavel Dorofeyev for added depth for the road trip. 

Trade deadline aquistions Teddy Blueger, Jonathan Quick, and Ivan 
Barbashev will all get a chance to bond with their new teammates over 
this five-game, ten-day road trip. 

This is the second and final matchup of the season series between these 
two teams. The VGK defeated the Panthers on Jan. 12, which was the 
last game Mark Stone played before he, unfortunately, left to have back 
surgery once more. 

What to Watch For 

All Eyes on G 

With Jonathan Quick in the mix, the Golden Knights goaltending has 
once again entered another interesting chapter as Logan Thompson and 
Laurent Brossoit are injured. Adin Hill is coming off the game of his life 
against the New Jersey Devils and is expected to start. It will be very 
interesting to see how the team's goalie situation plays out over the next 

couple of weeks as they have four NHL goaltenders, but no true 
frontrunner starter candidate without Robin Lehner. 

Hiya Barbie 

Since being acquired before the NHL Trade Deadline, Ivan Barbashev 
has five points in three games as a Golden Knight on the top line with 
Jack Eichel and Jonathan Marchessault. He has fit in well as a stable 
net-front presence and scored two goals against the Montreal Canadiens 
the other night. 

Panthers Playoff Push 

The Panthers are in the hunt for a playoff spot. With 68 points, they sit 
4th in the Atlantic and are three points out of a Wild Card spot. They 
have alternated winning a game and then losing a game since mid-
Feburary and are coming off a win against the Pittsburgh Penguins. 
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Daily Nuggets: Golden Knights Lineup Talk, Player Traded For Quick 
Scores 

 

By OWEN KREPPS 

Mar 7, 2023 • 10:25 AM 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights are off to sunny South Florida, and I might be 
going to the opposite climate as I'm thinking about making the drive out 
to Mt. Charelston before the game. I'm not sure what to expect so wish 
me luck. 

Elsewhere the Golden Knights recalled a player, and trade deadline 
acquisitions around the NHL are fitting in. 

Vegas: It'll honestly probably never happen, but what does the Golden 
Knights lineup look like fully healthy with the trade deadline over? 

Henderson: Speaking of the roster, the VGK have recalled Pavel 
Dorofeyev for added reinforcement for this upcoming road trip. (Updated 
roster) 

West: With the trade deadline over, the Western Conference seems wide 
open and the Golden Knights could take advantage. 

Twitter: We did a little Q and A for the first time here at Vegas Hockey 
Now. Thanks to everyone who sent in questions. 

Opinion: Grading the moves that Golden Knights general manager Kelly 
McCrimmon made at the 2023 trade deadline. 

Boston: Dmitry Orlov is fitting in well with the Boston Bruins and has 
been named the NHL's first star of the week. 

Washington: The Capitals, who couldn't work out an extension with 
Orlov, apparently tried to acquire Jakob Chychrun. 

Colorado: Comparing this year's Colorado Avalanche team to the Stanley 
Cup Champion Avalanche of last season. 

Florida: Locker room favorite Anthony Duclair is back with the Florida 
Panthers after a lengthy injury. 

Toronto: Ryan O'Reilly has been placed on LTIR by the Toronto Maple 
Leafs as he has a broken finger. 
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Devils’ defense falters in ugly 4-3 loss to Maple Leafs | 3 takeaways 

 

By Ryan Novozinsky  

 

Lindy Ruff looked like a man who just ripped his club in a post-loss 
meeting. 

Standing at the podium after the Devils’ 4-3 loss to the Maple Leafs on 
Tuesday, the 63-year-old coach was asked if he “thinks his players need 
to ‘tighten up’” in their defensive zone after two bad performances in a 
row. 

Ruff’s answer perfectly summed up New Jersey’s recent issues. 

“I don’t think – I know,” he said. “I know we have to (tighten things). 
That’s an area where we’ve been diligent, that’s an area that we’ve 
talked about being a real good team. And with five minutes left, the other 
team should have to earn the opportunity. 

“They didn’t earn it. We gave it to them.” 

Fair assessment. The Devils – once again – controlled possession for 
most of the game (56.47% Corsi percentage) and peppered Toronto with 
high danger chances (19-6), but came away with zero points due to 
defensive breakdowns, poor execution on breakaway chances and a 
costly late penalty from newly acquired winger Timo Meier. 

Star forward Auston Matthews scored the game-winning power play goal 
while Meier sat in the box, which gave Toronto (who played without Ryan 
O’Reilly and John Tavares) its 39th win of the season 

There are a few positives from this matchup – the third line excelled and 
the Devils, for the most part, dominated the Leafs in advanced metrics – 
but New Jersey needs to eliminate defensive miscues if they want to find 
any success in the playoffs. 

The Devils have a 41-16-6 record and 88 points this season. This is four 
points behind the Hurricanes for first place in the Metropolitan Division 
and nine up on the Rangers. There are 19 games remaining in the 
Devils’ 2022-23 regular season. 

Here are three takeaways from the Devils’ 4-3 loss to the Maple Leafs: 

Defense disappoints 

At Tuesday’s morning skate, Ruff was adamant that his team’s defensive 
play was the reason for the Devils’ poor goal differential in recent games, 
not goalie Vitek Vanecek. 

He doubled down after watching this game. 

Toronto didn’t generate many dangerous chances in the slot (they only 
had four high danger chances and 1.57 expected goals at five-on-five), 
but when the Leafs did enter the zone, they pierced through with ease. 

“I think we were sloppy defensively,” Ruff said. “If you look at the 
powerplay goal, it was just a total missed assignment on our part. The 
tying goal (there were) two missed assignments. You can easily just 
always go and blame the goaltender. But if you look at some of the 
missed assignments in the Arizona game, we let them come back in that 
game. So, (sloppy defense) has crept into our game. Until we lock down 
that part of our game, we’re making it tough on our goaltender. 

At the same time, Vanecek – who had an .873% save percentage since 
Feb. 1 entering this game (44th among eligible NHL goalies) – needs to 
be quicker in lateral movements and regain his midseason confidence. 
The 27-year-old Czech goalie had a minus-1.29 goals saved above 
expected rate vs. Toronto and 21 saves. 

Timo’s homecoming 

Meier’s home Devils debut started off great. 

He was greeted with echoing “Ti-mo Mei-er!” chants from the Prudential 
Center crowd and a roaring applause once he finally touched the ice. 
Meier fed off this energy for the first 20 minutes, delivering solid hits with 
his strong frame– he led both teams with five hits – and adding a great 
net-front presence in the power play bumper role. 

Things took a bad turn after this. 

Meier was on the ice for Mitch Marner’s gift-wrapped shorthanded goal in 
the third period and he committed an inexcusable high-sticking penalty 
on Alex Kerfoot as the regulation clock ticked down. Of course, he’s 
learning a new system – and his physicality/goal-scoring presence is 
almost guaranteed to thrive in New Jersey. 

But you can’t make a game-costing mistake like that. Meier took 
responsibility for the penalty after the game. 

“I should have kept my stick down,” Meier said. “Just kind of how it goes 
tonight. Like I said, learning from it and it’s going to motivate me to get 
better and make sure this is not going to happen again the next time 
we’re in this position. We’re going to turn the game to our side.” 

Third line shines (again) 

One of the few Devils bright spots in the game? The third line of Ondrej 
Palat, Erik Haula and Jesper Boqvist. 

That trio combined for seven assists, all three goals and an absurd 
94.08% expected goals percentage when on the ice at five-on-five. This 
comes one game after Jesper Boqvist’s two goal game on Sunday (they 
had an 84.41 xG% against Arizona, too). 

“That line has given us some really good hockey,” Ruff said. “They 
finished. That line seems to have some chemistry right now. They’re 
playing hard hockey, skating well, getting inside on a couple of goals. 
They’re earning what they’re getting, and on the other side they’re not 
giving up very much when they’re on the ice.” 
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Devils notebook: Timo Meier makes home debut, Lindy Ruff reacts to 
recent goalie, defensive breakdowns, Curtis Lazar update 

 

By Ryan Novozinsky  

 

Devils coach Lindy Ruff isn’t concerned about goaltender Vitek Vanecek, 
who has a .873% save percentage since Feb. 1 – which ranks 44th 
among eligible NHL goalies. 

He is, however, starting to worry about the defense in front of him. 

The Devils’ 5-4 victory over a 21-win Coyotes team Sunday showed why. 
Despite trailing 4-2 at one point, Arizona forced overtime courtesy of 
several missteps in New Jersey’s defensive zone. The Coyotes easily 
tossed the puck around when in their zone, which led to three easy goals 
on nine high-danger shots. Two of these goals stemmed from Ryan 
Graves/Dougie Hamilton giveaways. 

After rewatching the tape on Monday, Ruff said there was “nothing” 
Vanecek could do on 75% of Arizona’s goals. 

“I saw a lot of terrible plays by us,” Ruff said. “That led to either Vitek 
having to scramble on east-west plays, second-chance opportunities, 
east-west plays that, as a team, we need to clean up. I did see several 
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really big saves by him at key times. I think really on three of the goals, 
there’s nothing he can do.” 

Ruff raises a valid point, but he still needs Vanecek to shake his rust 
before the postseason. Devils defenders have limited opponents to a 
promising 26.55 expected goals and 118 high danger chances in their 
previous 13 games, but they’ve given up the 10th most five-on-five goals 
(32) in the league. 

Vanecek, who will start against the Maple Leafs on Tuesday, has the 
worst goals saved above anticipated rate (minus-7.45) during that same 
stretch. 

While Vanecek looks to return to midseason form, the Devils have 
insurance options in Akira Schmid and Mackenzie Blackwood. Schmid 
has a .952% save percentage in his last three games and a 3.00 GSAA 
rating. As for Blackwood, Ruff said he’s “skating and progressing” after 
suffering an injury two weeks ago – which means he could return to the 
goalie rotation soon. 

“I don’t have a date in mind for you, but I had a conversation with him 
yesterday and he’s feeling good about where he’s at,” he said. 

Timo Time (Newark edition) 

For the first time since being traded from the San Jose Sharks on Feb. 
26, Timo Meier skated on the Prudential Center ice Tuesday morning to 
prepare for a tough matchup with Toronto. 

Meier, who scored in his Devils debut on Sunday, hasn’t quite settled into 
his new state yet – he’s temporarily staying at a nearby hotel – but he’s 
ecstatic to hear the rowdy Devils fan base during pregame introductions. 

“Playing in front of the fans and hearing good stuff about the fans and 
feeling the support they’ve given me coming to Jersey, it’s an exciting 
moment to step on the ice in the home building,” Meier said. 

“I’m really looking forward to it.” 

Meier, 26, admitted he still needs to “adapt” to Ruff’s system on Sunday 
– but said his former Swiss teammate Nico Hischier is helping out. 
Hischier, speaking in German on the team plane, detailed exactly what 
Meier needs to do in the run-and-gun system, which should help the new 
star thrive. 

“He’s definitely helped me a lot,” Meier said of Hischier. “Having some 
guys here that speak your own language, it’s easier to explain the system 
in German, so he’s been great so far. All the Swiss guys, all the guys 
here have been a great help.” 

Where in the world is Curtis Lazar? 

Devils forward Curtis Lazar still hasn’t met his new teammates. 

Lazar, acquired from the Canucks in a trade deadline deal last week, is in 
Vancouver and working through “visa and immigration stuff” during his 
moving process. When will he finally join the roster? 

“He’s got some immigration, so maybe tomorrow or the day after,” Ruff 
said. 

Lazar, 28, is a physical depth forward who has a 51.4% face-off 
percentage and 124 hits this season. His move has been hectic, but Ruff 
is excited to add Lazar’s gritty playstyle to his lineup. 

“We know that he’s just a real strong two-way player,” Ruff said. “Good 
on faceoffs, he’s a hitter, we’re looking for depth. He’s a smart player 
away from the puck, he’s physically strong on the puck. I think that when 
you look at this push down the stretch and you look at what’s past that, 
he’s the type of player that can thrive at times.” 
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McIndoe: The NHL trade deadline’s hidden toll — should we care more? 

 

Sean McIndoe 

9-11 minutes 08/03/2023 

 

Trade deadline season is finally past us, with a wild few weeks that saw a 
ton of action. Our trade grades page lists over 30 trades that were worth 
debating. Some big names were moved. And that’s not even mentioning 
all the other stars that were rumored to move and didn’t, with some of 
those discussions sure to resume in the offseason. As a fan, it was pretty 
great, and it might even be the new normal. 

And through it all, something has been bugging me. Do me a post-
deadline favor and indulge me as I try to work my way through it. 

I want to be clear on what’s going to happen here. Usually, when I throw 
out an opinion, it’s because I’m trying to convince you that I’m right. I 
want to change how you think about something. I think I know what the 
answer is, and I’m trying to get you on board with me. 

I’m not sure whether that’s what I’m trying to do here. It might be. But it’s 
also possible that what I really want is for you to convince me that I’m 
wrong. Your job might be to talk me out of this. 

That’s because I’ve spent most of my writing career celebrating the art of 
the trade, and I’ve made it clear that I love this part of the sports world. 
Heck, I want to see even more of it. In over a decade of doing this for a 
living, I may have written more words about trading than any other 
subject. 

But I haven’t written these ones: Are all these trades a good thing? 
Should we be celebrating them? 

Imagine you’re an NHL player. You’re a celebrity, probably rich, and 
living out your childhood dream while playing a game for a living. You’re 
also a human being. It’s possible that you could be struggling with your 
mental health, or marriage issues, or addiction, or bad decisions. You 
might be helping to care for an elderly parent. Maybe your spouse is 
struggling in their career, or your kid is going through a tough time at 
school. Through it all, you’re trying to do your job while also dealing with 
real life, just like the rest of us. 

Dylan Larkin couldn’t hold back tears, discussing the trade of his good 
friend Tyler Bertuzzi. 

Then one day you get a phone call: You’ve been traded. Your whole life 
is being upended. You now live in a new city, or time zone, or country. 
There’s a car on the way and you’re expected to be on a plane in a few 
hours, to start a new chapter of your life. And you’ve got absolutely no 
say in the matter. 

Is that OK? Is that even a question worth asking? 

I found myself wondering that while I was reading about the Kings 
dealing with the Jonathan Quick trade. Or watching Dylan Larkin’s 
reaction to a friend being moved. Or memories of past deadlines, with 
players sobbing over trade news. Or any number of other clips of glassy-
eyed men, some just minutes removed from finding out their life had 
been upended, now having to sit through a press conference or having a 
camera pushed into their face as they try to get to the airport. 

It’s part of the job. And it’s a big part of the NHL’s entertainment package. 
As a fan, I’d really prefer to hand-wave it all away as just how things 
work, and go on enjoying it. But there’s a part of this that feels familiar, 
right? 

Let’s back up a bit. I’ve always loved a good trade, from my very first 
days as a fan. But back then, I also loved another element of the game: 
the rough stuff. The fights, the big hits, the occasional bench-clearer. I 
grew up in the era of the enforcer, and I knew them all. I loved watching 
Wendel Clark pummel guys so badly that they had to be dragged off the 
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ice while we all cheered. And I’d absolutely roll my eyes at anyone who’d 
complain. Go watch soccer. Because this stuff is all part of the game. 

Then we started to hear from players about the impact that era had on 
their health and their lives. We heard the stories, some of them tragic and 
others merely sympathetic. Most fans did some reflection on what exactly 
we’d been cheering for. And for a lot us, the answers weren’t pleasant. 
How could we have cheered this stuff on? Did we never stop and think 
about what might be happening behind the scenes? Was it worth it? 

Let’s be clear: I’m not trying to draw a direct comparison from the 
physical toll those days had on players to the mental toll that getting 
traded might take. The hockey world has been to too many funerals to do 
that. But two things can both be bad without being equally bad, and 
there’s at least a tinge of familiarity here. You want to say you’re 
concerned with the health of the players? Well, mental health is health. Is 
it worth wondering what the impact of all this might look like? 

Maybe not. Right away, I can think of a few arguments in favor of the 
status quo. You probably can too. Here are some that spring immediately 
to mind: 

Trading has always been part of the NHL, from the very earliest days. It’s 
part of the game. 

The players all know that, and they know it’s what they signed up for 
when they decide to pursue a career in the league. 

Sure, it might be rough sometimes, but these guys make millions of 
dollars. They can handle it. And if they can’t, they can always go do 
something else for a living. 

Besides, you’ll occasionally hear a player complain about the impact of a 
trade, but that’s relatively rare. In general, they all seem fine with it, so 
we can be too. 

And even if players don’t love trades, fans do. They add to the league’s 
fun factor, and the NHL is in the entertainment business. Don’t mess with 
a good thing. 

Those are all reasonably convincing. Here’s the problem: Those are 
exactly the same arguments we made for a generation about players’ 
physical health, while we were watching them get knocked silly. 
Seriously, just swap out the reference to trades for one to fighting or 
monster hits or injuries or whatever else, and it’s the same conversation 
we were having a decade ago. And that conversation doesn’t hold up 
well in hindsight. 

And even if you can’t muster any sympathy for the players, what about 
the spouses who have to uproot everything on a moment’s notice? Or the 
kids, who wake up one morning to find out that dad lives in a new city 
now, and soon they’ll have to say goodbye to all their friends because 
they’re going too? All because some team wanted to add a fourth-round 
pick in next year’s draft. 

You might think I’m getting dramatic here, which … well, yeah. I could be 
overselling it. Maybe I’m even doing that on purpose because I want to 
be wrong. But like I said, this has been bugging me for a while now. 
Maybe it’s been bugging you too. 

There’s one more argument that we couldn’t make when it came to 
fighting, but can make for trades: Every sport has this. The violence of 
that earlier NHL era was unique to pro hockey. Getting traded? That 
happens everywhere, at least in North American pro sports. MLB, the 
NBA, the NFL, they all have as many trades as the NHL does. Often they 
have more, which people like me point out as a bad thing for hockey. So 
maybe that’s the answer. If it’s good enough for them, it’s fine for us too. 
And if some day it’s not, let those other leagues lead the way and hockey 
can follow. 

I’m not even sure what that would look like. We’d almost certainly never 
see a world where trades weren’t a part of pro sports; sometimes they’re 
a good thing for players, after all. We’re focusing on the downside here, 
but there are plenty of cases where a player is thrilled to get a fresh start 

or a chance at a championship. It’s not rare to see players with no-trade 
protection choose to waive it. Nobody’s calling for a ban here. 

But I do wonder what happens if, a decade or two from now, something 
has shifted. Players could have been granted more control, or some rule 
has been put into place, or something happens somewhere that changes 
opinions. Or it could be like those fights and big hits, where it just kind of 
fades away without any obvious cause other than that times change. 
Would we look back on these trade-soaked days and miss them, or 
would we wonder why it was ever OK in the first place? Maybe both at 
the same time, which is how a lot of us feel about the rough stuff. 

Like I said, talk me out of this. I want to be wrong here, because I’ve 
invested way too much of my sports fan life in the trade game. To be 
honest, I’m not even sure there’s a fully formed premise anywhere in 
here to be wrong about. I do know that I’d love for you to convince me 
that this is dumb, that I’m worried about nothing, that this is all fine. If you 
can do it without calling me a virtue-signalling snowflake, all the better, 
but I’ll take what I can get. 

In the meantime, we’ve got a couple of months until the offseason, when 
it all starts up again. Maybe I’ll have figured it out by then. Maybe you’ll 
all have smartened me up. Or maybe I’ll have shrugged it off, and be 
ready to get into who the Sharks should trade next, or whether the 
Canucks can move J.T. Miller before his no-trade kicks in, or who the 
new Leafs GM needs to run out of town after another first-round loss. It’s 
not like I don’t have years of practice at ignoring those nagging doubts. 
But I wonder. 
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Meet the NYU medical student playing hockey at the highest level 

 

Hailey Salvian 

14-17 minutes 08/03/2023 

 

When Claire Thompson wakes up each morning, the first thing on her 
mind is flashcards. 

She doesn’t leave for practice like most hockey players do in the 
morning; that will come later. She doesn’t go to the gym either, not until 
she finishes class for the day. But Thompson is not a typical hockey 
player. She’s one of Canada’s best, an Olympic gold medalist and world 
champion — and a full-time medical student at New York University. 

Before she gets to hockey, Thompson’s day starts on the AnkiApp — a 
popular flashcard app among students — and hours spent testing herself 
on questions like: If the splenic artery is occluded, what organs are 
affected? Or, What inflammatory bowel disease presents with non-
caseating granulomas on histology? 

“There’s a lot to get done every day,” Thompson told The Athletic. 

Just over a year removed from winning a gold medal in Beijing and 
setting an Olympic record for points by a defender in a single tournament 
(13), Thompson is in her first year at NYU Grossman, one of the best 
medical schools in the country. She’s also still a member of Team 
Canada with every intention of making the roster that will go for its third 
straight gold medal at the 2023 women’s world championships in 
Brampton, Ontario, next month. 

Class is in session during the April tournament, so missing nearly a 
month will necessitate some work with the administration. Should she 
make the team — and she almost certainly will, as one of Canada’s top 
defenders — Thompson will need to navigate the rigors of a major 
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international tournament while keeping up with her studies from a hotel 
room. 

“Everyone has been so supportive of me being able to chase all my 
dreams,” Thompson said. “Everywhere I go there’s people looking out for 
me, supporting me, wanting me to succeed.” 

A postgraduate education, particularly in medicine, after playing for the 
Canadian women’s national team is not unprecedented. Hayley 
Wickenheiser went to med school when she retired in 2017; she’s now a 
resident physician in a Toronto hospital emergency department, while 
also working as the director of player development for the Maple Leafs. 
Halli Kryzaniak was on the national team from 2014-17 before going to 
medical school at the University of Calgary. 

But Thompson is walking a path that’s all her own. 

“What’s she’s doing is out of this world. I think about me trying to find my 
way through college and how much of a disaster it was at times, and 
she’s in med school,” said Canadian teammate Erin Ambrose. “I don’t 
know how she’s doing it.” 

When Cara Morey reminisces about recruiting Thompson, it isn’t 
conversations about playing time, or her role in the Princeton lineup that 
stand out. 

“She told me she was going to be a cardiothoracic surgeon,” said Morey, 
the head coach of the Princeton women’s hockey team. “And this is at 16 
years old.” 

At the time, Thompson was in high school at Martingrove Collegiate 
Institute in Toronto, where she grew up the middle of three sisters. Her 
dad, Ian, is a nuclear engineer and her mom, Kristy, is a financial analyst. 
Thompson’s interest in medicine began in high school, the same time 
she was flourishing in hockey. She played at Martingrove and for the 
Toronto Junior Aeros in the Provincial Women’s Hockey League, where 
she won a league title and provincial championship. She committed to 
play at Princeton for Morey, and she’d even been invited to one of Team 
Canada’s under-18 selection camps. 

But by the time Thompson made it to college, the choice — between a 
career in hockey or medicine — seemed to have been made for her. 
Thompson did not make any U18 rosters before her eligibility expired. 
She wasn’t invited to join the under-22 development team either. So 
Thompson decided the end of her college career would be the end of her 
hockey career. 

“I was obviously disappointed, but I was still going to Princeton, which is 
an amazing school and hockey program, and I just decided that I would 
be the best player possible for that team,” she said. 

But for Thompson, success in one lane — higher education — led to 
success in another. 

“I went back to playing hockey just because I loved it,” she said. “It kind 
of rejuvenated my relationship with the game, which I think in the end 
helped me continue to grow as a player and continually improve instead 
of getting burnt out or discouraged.” 

As a freshman, Thompson was good. She improved in Year 2. By her 
third season “she was outstanding,” Morey said. And though Thompson 
was no longer focused on making Team Canada, Morey knew it was still 
possible. As a coach with Canada’s under-22 development team, Morey 
encouraged Team Canada management to have a look at her smooth-
skating, puck-moving No. 1 defender. Having Morey as an advocate 
certainly helped. But so did having a freshman like Sarah Fillier — one of 
the brightest young players in the game — at Princeton. 

That season — 2018-19 — Troy Ryan, coach of the Canadian senior 
women’s national team, spent a lot of time watching Princeton. Even 
though he was scouting Fillier, Thompson stood out. 

“A lot of people get noticed that way — you’re going to watch someone 
and someone else surfaces,” Ryan said. “She was dominant, and very 
mobile. She’s big, she’s athletic, she’s confident. We saw the chemistry 

between her and Fillier, too. It was a bit of a no-brainer once we saw her 
at that level.” 

After the season, for the first time since she was 16, Thompson was 
invited to a Hockey Canada selection camp for the under-22 team. Off 
the ice, though, she was planning to spend her offseason in Washington, 
D.C., to complete research for her senior thesis on infectious disease 
transmission. 

With a renewed opportunity to pursue hockey at the elite level, 
Thompson decided she could make both work. 

She studied in D.C., trained off the ice, and went into the August camp 
having barely skated. Thompson made the team and was Canada’s best 
defender in a three-game series against the United States. Her senior 
thesis — which involved creating a computer program to simulate a 2019 
measles outbreak among a population in New York — earned her a 
nomination to the scientific honors research society Sigma Xi. 

Morey still laughs at the memory of Thompson’s first stint with the 
development team: While her teammates were napping or enjoying team 
meals, Thompson had her head in a textbook. 

“To some extent, that’s the Ivy League athlete, but to some extent you 
just have to know Claire,” Morey said. “And if the work is hanging over 
her head while she’s trying to get ready for the game, that’s almost more 
detrimental to her play. She knows her schedule. She’s very calculated. 
She knows exactly what she’s doing.” 

Thompson made her Team Canada debut in November 2019. As she 
played more with the national team, her once-dormant dream of going to 
the Olympics felt achievable. Her goal, she said, shifted to winning a 
world championship and an Olympic gold medal — and then going to 
medical school. Soon, she started crossing items off the to-do list. 

After graduating with departmental high honors, she spent the year 
training with other Team Canada athletes in Toronto. In May 2021, 
around the same time she began her medical school application process, 
Thompson was chosen to the tryout rosters for the 2021 women’s world 
championships and 2022 Beijing Olympics. 

By August that year, she looked like a steady veteran in her international 
debut at worlds in Calgary; Canada won the tournament for the first time 
in nearly a decade. Three months later, in November, Thompson found 
out she’d been accepted into the NYU Grossman Class of 2026. 

Thompson didn’t just make the 2022 Olympic roster, she helped lead a 
historic run to the gold medal. Canada went undefeated and set an 
Olympic record with 57 goals in Beijing, and Thompson led all players 
with a plus-minus of plus-23. 

“To see her in the span of a year go from making her first senior team to 
breaking records at the Olympics was really cool,” Canadian teammate 
Emily Clark said. When she returned from Beijing, Thompson knew she 
would be heading to New York in the fall for medical school. But as she 
spent some rare downtime reflecting on her journey and her goals for the 
next four years, Thompson decided she didn’t just want to graduate with 
a medical degree. 

“Coming off such a fantastic Olympics, I knew that when I went back to 
medical school it was also a priority for me to stay as involved as I could 
in the hockey world,” she said. 

Thompson received approval from NYU to miss the first month of school 
to play in the 2022 world championships in Denmark, but Troy Ryan and 
Team Canada manager Gina Kingsbury — as much as they wanted her 
on the ice — thought it would be better for Thompson to start school on 
the right foot. While Team Canada was winning another gold medal, 
Thompson was getting her bearings in New York City as a first-year 
medical student. 

Around that same time, Michael Farkas was in his office, getting ready 
for the hockey season when an email chain caught his eye. 
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It was from other members of the athletic department, and they had a 
request for the head coach of the men’s hockey team. There was a new 
medical student at NYU, Claire Thompson, who wanted to skate with the 
team. Farkas was stunned. 

“Is this the Claire Thompson that I’ve seen on TV?” he asked. “The one 
who just won a gold medal and was the best defender for Team 
Canada?” 

Since there is no women’s hockey team at NYU, training with the men’s 
ACHA team was her best option. 

“I immediately cracked open the ACHA rulebook to see if we could find a 
spot for her on the team (to play games),” he said. “I was just so excited. 
A player of that caliber to be involved in your program is just a really 
special opportunity for me as a coach and for all of our players. My No. 1 
priority was making sure she had a place to continue to hone her skills.” 

Thompson does not play for the NYU team; she’s already on Team 
Sonnet in the Professional Women’s Hockey Players Association and 
back on Team Canada. But she does practice with the NYU men on 
Tuesday and Thursday nights after a full day of schoolwork. 

“Between medical school, practicing with us, being part of the national 
team, being part of the pro circuit, and all the travel she has to do, it 
takes a real efficient, high-energy person to be able to handle all of that,” 
Farkas said. 

As a first year at NYU Grossman, Thompson does not have typical 
courses or semesters like an undergraduate student would. Instead, 
things are taught in a continuous stream. One day, Thompson will learn 
about right-sided heart failure. The next day, it’ll be left-sided heart 
failure. Most segments of the curriculum are broken up by organ system. 
Thompson has already gone through the kidney, lungs and 
cardiopulmonary units, and now she’s working through the 
gastrointestinal system. Exams take place every two weeks, usually on 
Fridays. Thompson has not yet picked a specialty and is keeping her 
options open, though she has recently taken an interest in sports 
medicine. 

An “ideal” day for Thompson begins with an early wakeup — typically 
before 7 a.m. — to study flashcards for the biweekly exams. By 9, she 
starts to go over the day’s lectures, which are posted online; sometimes 
she will go to the in-class lecture, but she prefers to do them remotely. 
Around 3 p.m., Thompson will do a strength workout from her program 
provided by Hockey Canada staff, followed by more studying and 
schoolwork. On Tuesdays and Thursdays, she practices with the NYU 
men’s team from 8:30-10 p.m. And some days, she’ll have in-person 
clinical experiences and small-group seminars. 

NYU med students are typically given the weekend after an exam to 
decompress. For Thompson, some of those weekends are for traveling 
with the PWHPA — a group that consists of the top women’s players who 
play in showcase events and plan to launch a new pro league next 
season — like last weekend in Washington, D.C. 

Balancing the national team, though, can be a bit tricky because they will 
train and play during the week, which means Thompson misses more 
school. But this is what made missing the world championship in 
Denmark strategic. Now, when she misses classes, she has friends she 
can talk to if she needs clarity on a subject. And she’s able to take exams 
early, or hop into seminars or clinicals with different professors before 
she leaves for the week. Her professors, she said, have been very 
accommodating. 

Clark roomed with Thompson at a Rivalry Series game in Seattle back in 
November. Thompson would wake up at 6 a.m. to study her flashcards 
while Clark slept, and again before they went to bed. “We were definitely 
on different schedules,” Clark said. 

The balancing act is nothing new for Thompson. Her teammates and 
coaches will tell you that she’s mastered the art of “being where your feet 
are.” When it’s time to study, she’s incredibly intelligent and is a high-

achiever. When it’s time to focus on hockey, she’s one of the best 
players on the ice. 

“Anyone who meets Claire would tell you she’s such a unique and 
awesome person,” Clark said. “She’s a genius but she never makes you 
feel that way. She’s so down to earth, and such a blast to be around.” 

How much hockey Thompson can take on each year — with the national 
team and the PWHPA — will depend on her school schedule and, as she 
gets further into the program, the amount of time she’ll need to spend in 
clinicals or placements. It will be a year-to-year adjustment, with the 
ultimate goal being another Olympic gold medal in 2026. “I want to do 
both as long as I can,” she said. 

As far as this year is concerned, Team Canada will want Thompson 
around for the upcoming world championships in Brampton. Canada has 
won the last three major gold medals, but Team USA looked strong in 
Denmark. 

Thompson will still be in school during the April 5-16 tournament, but 
could reasonably get the time off, as she was approved to do so last 
summer. Canada isn’t expected to gather until the end of the month for 
training camp, so Thompson has time to make her choice. 

And when the tournament starts, there will still be a few waking hours for 
flashcards. 
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Wild players don’t wear Pride jerseys for team’s Pride Night 

 

The Athletic Staff, Michael Russo 

3-3 minutes 08/03/2023 

 

Minnesota Wild players did not wear Pride jerseys during warmup as 
scheduled for the team’s annual Pride Night game Tuesday night. 
According to the team, players were scheduled to wear rainbow-colored 
jerseys for the team’s game against the Calgary Flames, in support of the 
LGBTQIA+ community. The jerseys even appeared in a since-deleted 
post on the Wild’s auction website. 

“Part of the themed game programming includes custom-designed Wild 
Pride jerseys worn by the team during pre-game warmups,” the post on 
the auction site said before it was removed. “The custom warmup jerseys 
will be signed and auctioned off starting March 7.” 

The team released the following statement: “The Minnesota Wild 
organization is proud to continue our support of the LGBTQIA+ 
community by hosting our second annual Pride Night tonight, which we 
are celebrating in many ways. It is important to host nights like this to 
show all players, fans, and the LGBTQIA+ community that hockey is for 
everyone. We will continue to utilize our platform to strengthen our 
community and create a greater state of hockey.” 

During warmup, several players donned rainbow-colored tape on their 
sticks. Pride-themed pucks were also used during warmup. Jack 
Jablonski, a Minnesota hockey icon from St. Louis Park, who is an 
advocate for spinal cord injuries, led the “Let’s Play Hockey” pregame 
tradition, wearing the Wild’s Pride-themed jersey. 

This is the second time the Wild are hosting a Pride night. Wild players, 
including Jon Merrill and his wife, Jessica Molina, are donating tickets to 
the QUEERSPACE Collective, an organization that “creates space for 
LGBTQ+ youth to feel safe and empowered to be their true selves.” The 
Wild are also donating in-arena suites to Twin Cities Pride, the Twin 
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Cities Queer Hockey Association and Team Trans as part of their Pride 
night initiatives. 
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2023 NHL Draft prospects: Bedard No. 1 on Corey Pronman’s ranking, 
Fantilli and Michkov next 

 

Corey Pronman 

46-58 minutes 07/03/2023 

 

If the theme of December and January was how special Connor Bedard 
is and how he’s distinguished himself, the time since then has been all 
about the play of Adam Fantilli in college and Matvei Michkov in Russia. 
Both players have been on fire in the second half of their seasons, 
lighting up the NCAA and KHL respectively. They have separated 
themselves from the pack — a pack that, in my view, includes top 
prospect Leo Carlsson, though not every scout I talk to agrees with this 
assessment. Some have Carlsson in the mix to be picked over either of 
them. 

Michkov’s “separation” requires an asterisk due to his KHL contract 
through the 2025-26 season, among other variables that could impact 
where he ultimately gets picked on draft day, but as a pure player, he is a 
special talent. 

The 2023 NHL Draft is defined by those top three prospects — Bedard, 
Fantilli and Michkov. Each one of them is a No. 1 overall pick type of 
prospect. They are worth losing games for in the closing weeks of this 
NHL season. 

The top of the draft is quite good, and for that reason, I think this is an 
above-average draft class. The body/depth of the draft looks rather 
standard to other classes though. It is a forward-heavy draft, with one 
defenseman in my top 10 and four in my top 20, although there are nine 
in my top 32. 

The big draft event that took place recently was the U18 Four Nations in 
Finland, which resulted in some minor movement in my rankings among 
the American and European top prospects. 

Notable changes from my last draft ranking: 

Distinguishing Fantilli and Michkov from Carlsson 

Nate Danielson elevated a tier 

Colby Barlow elevated a tier 

Ryan Leonard elevated a tier 

Eduard Sale demoted a tier 

Gavin McCarthy and Gavin Brindley added to the top group of prospects 

Jakub Dvorak, Michael Hrabal and Otto Stenberg removed from the top 
group of prospects 

Player comparables are introduced for the first time to this year’s crop. 
This is my best guess at a realistic outcome for players in this draft class. 
Note that at the very top of the draft, it is often more difficult to find direct 
comparables than it is for the mid- to late-first-round types where there 
are more players to pick from. 

Ranked players are placed into tiers and given tool grades. Tool grades 
are based on a scale with six separate levels, with an eye toward how 
this attribute would grade in the NHL (poor, below average, average, 

above average, high-end and elite). “Average” on this scale means the 
tool projects as NHL average, which is meant as a positive, not a 
criticism. Skating, puck skills, hockey sense and compete for every 
projected NHL player are graded. Shot grades are only included if a shot 
is notably good or poor. 

Projected bubble generational player and elite NHL player (Tier 1) 

1. Connor Bedard, C, Regina (WHL) 

Jul. 17, 2005 | 5′ 9.75″ | 185 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 1 

Tier: Projected bubble generational player and elite NHL player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: Elite 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Elite 

Player comparable: David Pastrnak 

Background: Bedard has been the clear best player in the WHL this 
season . He had one of the best individual performances ever in a single 
world junior, being named MVP of the tournament. He was a top player 
for Canada’s U18 and U20 team during his 16-year-old season too while 
scoring 100 points in the WHL that same season. He was one of the best 
players at the 2021 U18 World Championships as a 15-year-old. 

Analysis: Bedard is a potential franchise-changing No. 1 prospect. His 
skill and shot are legit gamebreaking attributes. His ability to beat 
defenders one-on-one is among the best I’ve ever seen by a 17-year-old, 
and the pace at which he displays that elite skill is going to allow him to 
execute those type of skilled plays in the NHL. Bedard is a highly-
imaginative puckhandler and a very creative passer. That, combined with 
the fact his wrist shot is a top-tier NHL weapon from anywhere in the 
offensive zone, makes him a projected nigthmare for NHL coaches to 
stop on the power play. The only downside to his game is his frame, 
which has some scouts wondering if he gets pushed off to the wing in the 
NHL. He isn’t a pushover though, as he plays hard, and has a physical 
edge in his game. Given his success as a junior center, his strong 
skating and his high compete level, I think whoever drafts him will have to 
try him down the middle and move to the wing if it doesn’t work. If he is a 
wing, he could still have a potential Patrick Kane/Nikita Kucherov type of 
impact on a franchise. 

Projected elite NHL player (Tier 2) 

2. Matvei Michkov, RW, Sochi (RUSSIA) 

Dec. 9, 2004 | 5′ 10.0″ | 172 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 3 

Tier: Projected elite NHL player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Elite 

Hockey sense: Elite 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Player comparable: Nikita Kucherov 

Background: Michkov posted huge numbers in Russia’s second tier pro 
league before being loaned to one of the worst teams in the KHL in 
Sochi. With Sochi he was one of the most productive first-year draft 
eligible players ever in the KHL. Hs owns the best 17-year-old season in 
Russia’s junior league history, besting Nikita Kucherov. He is second 
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among their 16-year-old seasons, narrowly trailing Kucherov. He led 
SKA’s MHL team to a championship in 2022, scoring 13 goals in 17 
junior games. He scored three goals in two games at the cancelled 2022 
world juniors. At the 2021 Hlinka Gretzky he scored eight goals and 13 
points in five games leading Russia to gold. At the 2021 U18 World 
Championships he was named tournament MVP, scoring 12 goals and 
16 points in 7 games. 

Analysis: Michkov is one of the very best first-year draft eligibles I’ve ever 
seen from inside the offensive blue line. He has truly special offensive 
skill and hockey sense. His mind operates differently from other players 
in how he sees the play develop and always seems to find ways to figure 
into scoring chances despite not being the biggest or fastest. His mind is 
special, but he’s freakishly skilled with the puck too and can make elite 
stickhandling plays seem routine. He can make plays at a high level, but 
Michkov is a finisher who will score a lot of goals as a pro. His skating is 
more elusive than fast and I wouldn’t call him a high-energy type, 
although he gets to the net to create. He’s signed in the KHL through the 
2025-26 season, but when he arrives in the NHL he projects as a game-
breaking elite scoring winger in the NHL. 

3. Adam Fantilli, C, Michigan (BIG10) 

Oct. 12, 2004 | 6′ 2.0″ | 195 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 2 

Tier: Projected elite NHL player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Elite 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: High-end 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Jonathan Toews 

Background: Fantilli is in the midst of one of the best seasons ever by a 
first-year draft eligible in college in the modern era. He had one of the 
best underage seasons ever in the USHL in 2021-22. The prior season 
he was named MVP of the USHL playoffs in Chicago’s run to a 
championship in 2021. Internationally his record isn’t as stellar. He 
played OK in a limited role at the world juniors this season and was 
productive but not amazing at the U18 Worlds in 2022. 

Analysis: There’s so much to love about Fantilli’s NHL projection. He’s 
got a huge frame, skates well and competes very hard. He wins a lot of 
battles and isn’t shy to use his big frame to lay out opponents. He has 
gamebreaking puck skills and will be able to beat NHL opponents 
regularly with his puckhandling, especially given his speed and 
wingspan. His playmaking isn’t the main thing that gets you excited about 
his game, but Fantilli can make difficult passes and has strong enough 
sense to create chances in the NHL. His shot is also a threat from range. 
That he can create with so much pace is what makes him exciting from 
an NHL perspective. He checks every box and projects as a No. 1 center 
on a good NHL team. 

Projected NHL All-Star (Tier 4) 

4. Leo Carlsson, C, Orebro (SWEDEN) 

Dec. 26, 2004 | 6′ 3.0″ | 198 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 4 

Tier: Projected NHL All-Star 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: High-end 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Mikko Rantanen 

Background: Carlsson has been an important player for Orebro in the 
SHL this season, getting top-nine minutes at even strength and often on 
their top power-play unit. He is one of the more productive first-year draft 
eligibles in the SHL in modern history. He was a top player for Sweden’s 
world juniors team. 

Analysis: Carlsson has has elite skill, which when combined with his 
frame and a strong motor, has allowed to him to be a very good player in 
a great league as a draft eligible. Carlsson routinely shows the ability to 
beat pro defenders with skill. He gets a ton of chances in the high-
percentage areas, both due to his hands and his willingness to attack the 
net. He’s an excellent playmaker as well with a very imaginative offensive 
mind who can run a pro power play and often played the flank in the SHL 
on the man advantage. His only drawback is a lack of true separation 
speed. I’ve seen worse feet on a 6-foot-3 guy, but he won’t be turning 
NHL defensemen around. He’s listed as a center, and has dabbled at it 
at the J20 level, but for the most part over the last two years I’ve seen 
him play wing. 

Projected top of the lineup player (Tier 6) 

5. Nate Danielson, C, Brandon (WHL) 

Sep. 27, 2004 | 6′ 1.5″ | 185 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 9 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Dylan Cozens 

Background: Danielson was named co-captain of his WHL team during 
his draft season and has played a big all-situations role for Brandon. He 
is one of the top play-drivers in the WHL this season and was over a 
point per game the prior season. He was invited to Canada’s U20 camp 
in the summer and their U18 camp the prior summer. He was the No. 5 
pick in his WHL Bantam Draft. 

Analysis: Danielson is a well-rounded center who has a lot of NHL traits. 
He’s a big body who skates and competes well which, when combined 
with his offensive touch, allows him to be effective in a lot of situations. 
He has an excellent stick, and is able to beat defenders with skill at NHL 
speeds often. He makes a lot of plays with pace but also shows the 
vision and shot threat to run a power play off the edge. Danielson is a 
competitive two-way center who wins a good share of puck battles and 
can kill penalties. He looks like a potential high-in-the-lineup all-situations 
center in the NHL. 

6. William Smith, C, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Mar. 17, 2005 | 5′ 11.75″ | 178 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 5 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Evgeny Kuznetsov 
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Background: Smith is the No. 1 center and leading player on this year’s 
U.S. NTDP team. He has been one of the most productive players ever 
in their U18 season with the program. Smith was invited to USA’s world 
juniors camp but was cut. He is committed to Boston College. 

Analysis: Smith is a dynamic offensive player who stands out every game 
with his talent. He has tremendous puck skills, vision and overall 
offensive creativity and projects to be a major asset on an NHL power 
play. He skates well and makes so many high-difficulty plays at a strong 
pace, which lends well to his pro projection. Smith is a high-end passer 
who is also able to finish chances from the dots. The only real wart in his 
game is I wouldn’t call him an overly-physical or high-energy player. I 
don’t think he lacks effort. He’s around the puck a ton whenever he’s on 
the ice and even at times killed penalties for the program. 

7. David Reinbacher, D, Kloten (SWISS) 

Oct. 25, 2004 | 6′ 2.0″ | 185 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 6 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Brett Pesce 

Background: Reinbacher was a top-four defenseman for his NLA team 
this season. He had the second most productive draft season by a player 
in NLA history, behind Auston Matthews, and the best by a defenseman. 
He was a top player for Austria at the 2023 world juniors. He played 
regular minutes for Autria’s senior team at the Deutschland Cup. He 
played for Austria’s U20 team at the 2022 world juniors as well. 

Analysis: Reinbacher is an excellent all-around defenseman. His mobility 
stands out immediately, especially as a 6-foot-2 right-shot defender. 
Reinbacher’s gap control is quite strong, killing a lot of plays due to his 
feet. He can close on guys with his body too, and shows a high compete 
level to win back pucks. He’s very polished defensively for such a young 
player, and projects to shut down good NHL forwards. He’s able to both 
skate and pass pucks up ice. His offensive touch isn’t elite, but he has 
creativity with the puck and sees the ice well. He projects as a two-way 
top pair defenseman. 

8. Danil But, LW, Yaroslavl (RUSSIA) 

Feb. 15, 2005 | 6′ 5.0″ | 203 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 8 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Alex Tuch 

Background: But has been one of the top forwards in Russia’s junior 
league this season and was a near-point-per-game player in the league 
the prior season. He earned limited ice time with Lokomotiv’s KHL team. 
Both Loko’s MHL and KHL teams were top clubs this season. But suited 
up for Russia’s U18 team as a 16-year-old at the Hlinka Gretzky, Black 
Sea Cup and the European Youth Olympics. His father Anton But played 
professional hockey in the KHL and Russian Super League for 17 
seasons. 

Analysis: But is a large, highly-skilled forward who can score. But makes 
a lot of crafty plays with the puck in small areas, and with his massive 
wingspan he’s able to pull pucks past a lot of checkers. He can both 
make and finish plays well, but he’s more of a goal scorer with a shot that 
can score from range. But isn’t blazing fast and his stride technique is 
just OK, but for a 6-foot-5 guy he can motor up the ice quite well, has a 
strong first step and he’ll be able to power his way to the net off rushes at 
higher levels. He gives a solid effort and is often involved in the play. 
Even though I don’t see a high-end trait other than his size, But checks 
every box and projects to be a major part of an NHL lineup. 

Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player (Tier 7) 

9. Colby Barlow, LW, Owen Sound (OHL) 

Feb. 14, 2005 | 6′ 0.25″ | 193 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 18 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Player comparable: Carter Verhaeghe 

Background: Barlow is one of the top-scoring and shot-generating 
forwards in the OHL this season. He scored 30 goals in 59 games as a 
16-year-old in the OHL. He was a member of Canada’s Hlinka Gretzky 
team, where he played a big role and scored five points in five games 
despite no power-play time. He was the eighth pick in his OHL Draft. 

Analysis: Barlow is a well-rounded winger. He is a strong skater who can 
transport pucks through the neutral zone. He’s a hard-working forward 
who has some physicality, can kill penalties, and is quite physically 
advanced for his age. Offensively he has excellent stick skills and a great 
shot. He’s a threat to score off the rush and from a standstill with his one-
timer. Barlow’s playmaking isn’t his selling point, but it’s good enough, 
especially with how skilled he is at creating scoring opportunities for 
himself. He projects as a high-in-the-lineup wing who can play on both 
special teams in the NHL. 

10. Samuel Honzek, LW, Vancouver (WHL) 

Nov. 12, 2004 | 6′ 3.5″ | 186 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 11 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Pavel Zacha 

Background: Honzek has been an all-situations winger for Vancouver. A 
leg cut suffered at the world juniors kept him out for several months. 
Honzek played for Slovakia in the summer 2022 world juniors. He got an 
invite to their senior team camp in the spring of 2022. He was a part of 
the Hlinka Gretzky team that won silver. 

Analysis: Honzek’s game is exciting from a pro projection standpoint. 
He’s a big forward who can skate well, which when combined with the 
offense he’s showing makes for a well-rounded player. I don’t think he’s 
amazing with the puck, but he has good hands and can make tough 
plays. In the WHL he ran the power play from the flank but that likely 
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won’t be his role as a pro. Off the puck he shows good details, and a 
strong work rate. He wins a lot of battles and can kill penalties. Honzek 
dabbled at center for a couple of WHL games but is likely a winger as a 
pro. Even as a wing he projects to be an important two-way player for an 
NHL team. 

11. Dalibor Dvorsky, C, Aik (SWEDEN-2) 

Jun. 15, 2005 | 6′ 1.0″ | 201 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 13 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Ryan Strome 

Background: Dvorsky’s play has been up and down this season versus 
men but he has been quite strong at the junior level in Sweden. He was 
an important part of Slovakia’s U20 team in both the winter and summer 
world juniors. He was the second leading scorer of the 2021 Hlinka 
Gretzky Cup behind Michkov. He was a top player at the U18 Worlds B 
Pool in 2022, leading Slovakia to promotion. 

Analysis: Dvorsky is quite dangerous inside the offensive zone He has 
excellent puck skills in small areas and can make checkers miss routinely 
in open ice. He can make tough plays and find seams. He excels as a 
goal scorer, though, with a wrist shot and one timer that he can often 
finish from range. Dvorsky’s compete is good enough, he wins puck 
battles and he isn’t shy from using his body, but I’d like to see less 
perimeter play from him and more consistency overall. His footspeed is 
also going to be an issue for higher levels.I think with his offensive talent 
he finds a way to be a good top-six forward despite his skating, but I’m 
less sure whether he sticks down the middle or has to be a winger. 

12. Brayden Yager, C, Moose Jaw (WHL) 

Jan. 3, 2005 | 5′ 10.5″ | 166 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 14 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Player comparable: Travis Konecny 

Background: Yager is an important all-situations center for Moose Jaw 
this season. He scored 34 goals in 63 WHL games as a 16-year-old 
being named CHL Rookie of the Year. He also scored 18 points in 24 
WHL games as a 15-year-old. He was the best player at the 2022 Hlinka 
Gretzky Cup, leading Canada to gold. Yager was the third pick in his 
WHL Bantam Draft. 

Analysis: Yager is a player with a pro-style game. He plays with a lot of 
speed and energy, showing the ability to carry pucks up the ice and 
make skilled plays with pace. He’s not the biggest center, but Yager 
plays hard, showing a commitment to making plays without the puck and 
winning a lot of battles even though he’s not overly physical. His main 
offensive weapon is his shot, which is high end due to his great 
technique and accuracy, but he does have the slick hands and vision to 

beat defenses in other ways. He didn’t score goals this season like I 
thought he would with his shot, but I believe he will in future seasons. At 
his size there will be questions about whether he’s an actual NHL center 
despite his skating and effort. My comparable for him is an NHL wing, 
reflecting the risk in his projection at that position, but I see a reality 
where he turns into a Vincent Trocheck type. 

13. Zach Benson, LW, Winnipeg (WHL) 

May. 12, 2005 | 5′ 9.0″ | 160 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 12 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Jonathan Marchessault 

Background: Benson is one of the top forwards in the WHL, being a 
leading player for a top-ranked team for two years in a row. He’s been an 
all-situations player in the WHL for a while, including on a premier club as 
a 16-year-old. He scored 20 points in 24 WHL games as a 15-year-old. 
He was a top forward for Canada’s U18 team. He was the 14th pick in his 
WHL Bantam Draft. 

Analysis: Benson has a ton of creativity and offense in his game. He 
makes high-end skill plays routinely, he’s one of the better passers in 
junior and projects to be a major asset on an NHL power play. Benson 
lacks ideal size at 5-foot-9, but he’s relentless in puck battles often 
coming out with the puck despite his frame. He’s a responsible, detailed 
defensive player who is an asset without the puck. His frame, combined 
with a lack of separation speed, is a concern, though, for his NHL 
projection even though he’s got good quickness in tight. There is a fair 
amount of risk on his projection, but his strong compete and tremendous 
skill plus track record of scoring, makes you think there is still a very 
good chance he can become a quality top-six wing in the NHL. 

14. Oliver Moore, C, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Jan. 22, 2005 | 5′ 11.0″ | 188 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 10 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: High-end 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Alex Newhook 

Background: Moore has often been the second-line center for the U.S. 
NTDP this season. He runs USA’s second power-play unit and is their 
top penalty killer. He is committed to the University of Minnesota. 

Analysis: Moore is the best skater in the draft. He has very good speed 
and his edgework is NHL-elite caliber. He evades pressure so well and is 
able to go from a stop to a fast gear very quickly. He has very good 
hands to go with those feet and projects to get a ton of controlled zone 
entries in the NHL. I don’t think his playmaking is a major asset, but he 
can make plays and looks comfortable on the power play both as a 
shooter and passer. Moore lacks size, and isn’t overly physical, but he’s 
a worker. He gets to the net, comes back hard on defense and coaches 
trust him in tough situations. He has a ton of NHL projectability and looks 
like a potential quality top-two line center. 
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15. Ryan Leonard, RW, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Jan. 21, 2005 | 5′ 11.5″ | 190 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 16 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Artturi Lehkonen 

Background: Leonard has often been the top-line right wing on the U.S. 
NTDP playing a ton of minutes in all situations. He was invited to USA’s 
world juniors camp but was cut. He played the most out of all the 2005-
born players with the 2004 age group in the 2022 season. Leonard 
scored five goals and six points in five games at the 2022 U18 World 
Championships. He is committed to Boston College. 

Analysis: Leonard is a versatile winger with a lot of elements to his game 
that an NHL coach will covet. He’s a strong skater who competes well, 
with a direct style of play and despite an average-sized frame he shows 
no fear of engaging in physical play. He combines that with excellent 
hands and an ability to make highly-skilled plays with the puck at full 
speed. His playmaking isn’t great but there’s vision and finishing ability in 
his game to score at higher levels. Leonard may never truly stand out at 
either end of the ice, but he will never give a coach a reason to sit him 
and projects as a quality top-six wing. 

16. Eduard Sale, LW, Brno (CZECHIA) 

Mar. 10, 2005 | 6′ 2.0″ | 174 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 7 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Player comparable: Rickard Rakell 

Background: Sale has played a limited minutes role for his pro team in 
Czechia’s top league. He played a major role in Czechia’s U20 team that 
won silver. His play with Czechia’s U18 team has been quite 
inconsistent, including a disappointing U18 Four Nations in February 
where he only recorded one point. At the U18 World Championships 
alternatively in 2022, he was one of the best forwards there with nine 
points in six games. Barrie in the OHL selected Sale in the CHL Import 
Draft. 

Analysis: Sale’s toolkit is exciting. He’s a good-sized winger who skates 
quite well and has a ton of natural offensive abilities. He has the hands to 
beat NHL defensemen regularly and with his length and speed he’ll be 
able to drive play at even strength. Sale is a great passer who can run a 
power play well and hit seams at a strong clip. He can shoot the puck 
well enough but is better as a passer for me. His compete is OK. I 
wouldn’t call him a physical or high-energy type of player, but he shows 
enough courage to get to the net. I would like to see him be more 
consistent as there’s too many nights I watch him have little impact, even 
if he can take over games other nights. 

17. Dmitriy Simashev, D, Yaroslavl (RUSSIA) 

Feb. 4, 2005 | 6′ 4.0″ | 198 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 15 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Player comparable: Travis Sanheim 

Background: Simashev made a strong KHL team out of camp as a 17-
year-old defenseman before being sent back to junior, although he came 
up to Lokomotiv at times during the rest of the season. At the junior level, 
he didn’t post huge offensive numbers, but he’s played a significant role 
on a top junior team in Russia. He represented Russia’s U18 team in the 
2022 season at the European Youth Olympics and the Black Sea Cup. 

Analysis: Simashev a toolsy defenseman as a 6-foot-4 blueliner who 
skates quite well for his size. He’s not dynamic offensively, but he has 
good puck skills, can beat checkers one-on-one with his hands, makes a 
solid outlet pass and makes some plays from the offensive blue line. He’s 
smooth and solid defensively, being good on his gaps and retrievals and 
doesn’t mind using his big frame, even though I wouldn’t call him overly 
mean to play against. There’s a lot working in his favor. There is some 
debate on how much offense he has, but I think he has offense, and on a 
lesser junior team he would have scored more. I see a lot of indicators of 
a strong top-four NHL defenseman. 

Middle of the lineup player or starting goaltender (Tier 8) 

18. Axel Sandin Pellikka, D, Skelleftea (SWEDEN) 

Mar. 11, 2005 | 5′ 10.75″ | 176 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 24 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Cam York 

Background: Sandin-Pellikka has put up big numbers in Sweden’s junior 
league scoring nearly a goal per game as a defenseman. He also has 
gotten some ice time for a top SHL team in Skelleftea. He’s played well 
with Sweden’s U18 team and got a large role with Sweden’s world juniors 
team. 

Analysis: Sandin-Pellikka is a highly-creative and intelligent puck-mover. 
He has excellent puck skills, showing the ability to beat opponents often 
with skill. He can improvise well with the puck, while also showing strong 
playmaking ability with the poise to make plays from the blue line at the 
highest levels. He is a goal-scoring threat who can score from range but 
also pinches well to get scoring opportunities. He skates well enough, 
and can make plays on the move creating offense off the rush and from 
blue line activations. Sandin-Pellikka lacks ideal NHL size for a 
defenseman but he competes well and doesn’t shy from using his body 
to lay into opposing forwards. His defense will be his main question at the 
NHL level, but I think he plays hard enough to be a top-four defenseman. 

19. Matthew Wood, RW, Uconn (H-EAST) 

Feb. 6, 2005 | 6′ 3.5″ | 193 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 17 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 
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Skating: Poor 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Patrik Laine-lite 

Background: Wood has been a highly-productive 17-year-old freshman at 
UConn. As a 16-year-old he led the BCHL in goals and points. At both 
this past summer’s Hlinka Gretzky and the 2022 U18 Worlds, Wood 
played a limited even-strength/heavy power-play role for Team Canada. 

Analysis: Wood is a very gifted offensive player. He has excellent one-
on-one skills and offensive IQ. He has the ability to hold onto pucks for 
an extra second and knows how to beat defenders with skill. He also has 
an excellent wrist shot and one-timer, making him a major asset on the 
power play. Wood is a big winger as well, so the size/skill combo has a 
lot of upside. However, he’s got a sluggish skating stride, and tends to 
play too much on the perimeter. He has a low-effort game overall which 
concerns scouts on how he’ll play versus men. I think he can be a top-six 
winger in the NHL who puts up a lot of points, but he may frustrate you 
often in the prorcess. 

20. Tanner Molendyk, D, Saskatoon (WHL) 

Feb. 3, 2005 | 5′ 11.5″ | 182 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 19 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Mario Ferraro 

Background: Molendyk has played a ton of minutes for a strong 
Saskatoon team this season. He hasn’t put up big point totals but often 
isn’t on PP1 for them. He led Canada in ice time in their Hlinka semifinal 
win over Finland and was second in ice time in the gold medal win over 
Sweden. Molendyk grew significantly in a short period of time. He 
measured in during the summer at 5-foot-10 and 3/4 inches and is close 
to six feet now. He was the fifth pick in his WHL Bamtam Draft. 

Analysis: Moldenyk is a strong two-way defenseman despite not being 
the biggest defender. This is because of his excellent skating ability and 
strong work ethic. Molendyk’s edgework is very good. He closes on 
checks like a pro, and is able to evade pressure at a high level. His top 
speed is good, not great, but he can lead a rush in the NHL. Molendyk 
has strong offensive instincts and skills, and can make plays from off the 
blue line and on the move. His size will be a minor issue as a 
defenseman in the NHL, but he plays hard and doesn’t shy from physical 
play often landing hard hits at the junior level. I think he checks a lot of 
boxes and projects to be a top-four defenseman. 

21. Gabriel Perreault, RW, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

May. 7, 2005 | 5′ 10.75″ | 165 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 20 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Andrei Kuzmenko 

Background: Perreault is the first-line wing for the U.S. NTDP this 
season. He’s had one of the highest point-per-game rates in the 
program’s history this season. He is the brother of Anaheim 2020 first-
round pick Jacob Perreault and the son of former NHL player Yanic 
Perreault. He is committed to Boston College. 

Analysis: Perreault is a very skilled and intelligent winger who can make 
a ton of positive things happen inside the offensive zone. Perreault 
makes highly-creative dekes and passes with the puck at a high rate, 
both off the perimeter and in small areas. His puck game is clear NHL 
power-play quality, and he will score as a pro. The issues on Perreault’s 
game is his 5-foot-11 frame and his lack of footspeed. What I like about 
him is, despite those drawbacks, he competes well and creates a ton of 
offense in the hard parts of the offensive zone so I think he can 
overcome those issues. I see a potential top-six winger. 

22. Quentin Musty, LW, Sudbury (OHL) 

Jul. 6, 2005 | 6′ 1.75″ | 200 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 21 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Player comparable: Casey Mittelstadt 

Background: Musty is a top scoring forward in the OHL this season. He 
was a top player for USA on their Hlinka Gretzky team. Musty was the 
No. 1 pick in his OHL Draft. 

Analysis: Musty is a player with a lot of offensive touch in his game. He’s 
a highly-skilled puckhandler who can make difficult plays with the puck at 
a high rate. He tries to make things happen and shows a strong level of 
creativity. Musty is a good passer who can hit open lanes and has the 
patience to pull up and make plays. He can score goals but is certainly a 
player with a pass-first mentality. His effort is fine, he can use his big 
body to win battles but his game to game consistency isn’t the best. He’s 
a one-way winger, which combined with his so-so skating ability, is a 
concern for higher levels. There may be times you want more from him, 
but I think he will score so much that he will be a top-six wing. 

23. Calum Ritchie, C, Oshawa (OHL) 

Jan. 21, 2005 | 6′ 1.75″ | 187 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 22 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Ryan McLeod 

Background: Ritchie is a point-per-game played in the OHL this season, 
which is somewhat of a disappointing year after coming into the summer 
as one of the very best prospects in the 2023 draft. As a 16-year-old 
Ritchie’s scoring was strong in the OHL and he led the Hlinka Gretzky in 
scoring. He was the second pick in his OHL Draft. 
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Analysis: Ritchie is a player with all the aesthetic tools. When you see a 
6-foot-2 center who can skate and handle the puck like him, he sticks out 
in a massive way and some of the plays he makes are distinct at the 
junior level. He’s a strong puck carrier and playmaker, who can create for 
teammates off the perimeter while also being a shot threat to score from 
distance. He looks like a top prospect, but he’s quite inconsistent. Ritchie 
has long stretches where he doesn’t make much of an impact, and plays 
too much on the perimeter. The toolkit screams “good NHL player,” and I 
think eventually he will be that, but he may frustrate you along the way. 

24. Oliver Bonk, D, London (OHL) 

Jan. 9, 2005 | 6′ 2.0″ | 174 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 25 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Player comparable: John Marino 

Background: Bonk is a big-minute defenseman for a top OHL team in 
London this season. His progression is quite notable after not even being 
a regular player in the league last season. He made Canada’s U18 team 
this summer but didn’t play much. He is the son of longtime NHL player 
Radek Bonk and was a second-round pick in his OHL Draft. 

Analysis: Bonk’s toolkit looks like an NHL defenseman. He’s a 6-foot-2 
right shot with strong mobility and offensive touch. Bonk is able to skate 
pucks up ice, make some skilled plays, and shows good poise from the 
blue line. He’s not a standout with the puck, but he can be a decent puck 
mover at higher levels. Defensively he’s solid due to his feet and reach. 
Bonk isn’t overly physical but he can defend well enough as a pro. He 
projects as a top-four defenseman in the NHL. 

25. Mikhail Gulyayev, D, Omsk (RUSSIA) 

Apr. 26, 2005 | 5′ 10.0″ | 172 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 26 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Player comparable: Calen Addison 

Background: Gulyayev was a point-per-game player in Russia’s junior 
league, being a major part of a top junior club. He also looked good in 
time versus men at the VHL and KHL levels. He had four points in three 
games with Russia’s U18 team this season. He was a leading player and 
ran the top power play for Russia’s U18 team at the 2021 Hlinka Gretzky. 

Analysis: Gulyayev has obvious offensive talents as he has clear NHL 
skating, hands and vision. Gulyayev is a highly-intelligent and creative 
puck-mover and can make tough plays at a quick pace. He creates a lot 
of controlled exits and entries, he projects to run power plays at higher 
levels and be a point producer versus men. Due to his size, how well he’ll 
defend in the NHL will be a question. I’ve seen worse defenders, and 
with his great skating he should be able to hold up at higher levels even 
with his slight frame, but it will be a question he will have to answer 
repeatedly. I see a regular NHL defenseman who will put up points, but 
may need to be used in a specific manner by his coach. 

26. Charlie Stramel, C, Wisconsin (BIG10) 

Oct. 15, 2004 | 6′ 3.0″ | 212 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 23 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: High-end 

Player comparable: Charlie Coyle 

Background: Stramel has had a very up-and-down season. He’s 
struggled with his club team as a freshman at Wisconsin, who were a 
bottom feeder in the Big Ten. But for two weeks with USA’s U20 team, he 
looked quite good and reminiscent of the forward from the U.S. NTDP 
who impacted games at times. He was invited to Team USA at the 
summer world juniors where he was the 13th forward. He scored five 
goals in six games at the 2022 U18 Worlds, being the net-front guy on 
USA’s top power-play unit. 

Analysis: Stramel’s pure athletic tools are highly intriguing. Stramel is a 
6-foot-3 center who can skate well and plays a highly-physical brand of 
hockey. He can power his way through checks and to the net and never 
shies away from an engagement. The degree of offense is the major 
question on his game. I think he has good hands and can create a little, 
but he lacks vision and won’t be a big-time scorer as a pro. If you go into 
picking Stramel understanding the offense may be limited, but you’ll see 
get a guy who can help you at even strength a lot and potentially be a 
nice third-line center, you’ll be happy. And I do think there’s a chance he 
can be more than that ,too. 

27. Lukas Dragicevic, D, Tri-City (WHL) 

Apr. 25, 2005 | 6′ 1.0″ | 192 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 27 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Sean Durzi 

Background: Dragicevic’s one of the top-scoring defensemen in the WHL 
this season. He’s emerged as one of the top Canadian defensemen in 
his age group despite being a cut from Canada’s U18 team this summer, 
although he was part of their U18 team the previous spring as a 16-year-
old. He was the fourth pick in his WHL Bantam Draft. 

Analysis: Dragicevic is very dangerous with the puck on his stick. He has 
good hands and better instincts and vision. He can run a power play like 
a pro. He shows the high-end IQ to let plays develop, hold pucks under 
pressure, and jump into attacks at the right time to go with a strong point 
shot. The question with Dragicevic will be without the puck. He’s an OK 
skater and competitor. I think he defends well enough in junior, but there 
will be questions on how he defends size and speed in the NHL. His 
offense is so good and he’s not undersized that I think he plays and 
scores in the NHL, but coaches may need to be careful in how they 
deploy him. 

28. Bradly Nadeau, LW, Penticton (BCHL) 

May. 5, 2005 | 5′ 10.0″ | 161 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 29 
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Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Player comparable: Victor Olofsson 

Background: Nadeau is the best player in the BCHL this season. He’s led 
Penticton who are the clear best team in the BCHL. He also scored 24 
points in 17 playoff games the prior season as Penticton won a BCHL 
title. Nadeau was cut from Canada’s Hlinka team in the summer. He is 
committed to the University of Maine. 

Analysis: Nadeau has very good individual skill to couple with excellent 
speed. He’s quite dangerous in transition due to that combination. He 
can skate by and beat a lot defenders, but he’s also excellent at creating 
with space. He sees the ice at a high level, making a lot of seam passes 
and making tough passes on the move. On the power play he can make 
a lot of plays, but it’s his shot that’s a real weapon. He has an excellent 
one-timer that projects to beat NHL goalies from distance. His shot is 
both very quick, and fast, as he rifles pucks into the corners like a legit 
NHL scorer. Nadeau isn’t the biggest winger and he can play on the 
perimeter a tad too much, but his compete is good enough — especially 
with his skating and offense — that I think he plays and scores in the 
league as a middle-six winger. 

29. Maxim Strbak, D, Sioux Falls (USHL) 

Apr. 13, 2005 | 6′ 1.5″ | 205 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 30 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Ben Chiarot 

Background: Strbak hasn’t put up big offensive numbers in club play 
between the USHL and Finland’s junior league over the last two seasons. 
On the international stage he’s been leaned on though. Strbak played a 
major role on Slovakia’s World Junior team, including a 22-minute 
performance against Canada in the quarterfinals that went to overtime. 
Strbak was a top-four defenseman on the Slovakia team that won silver 
at the 2021 Hlinka Gretzky. He made Slovakia’s 2022 World Junior team 
as a 16-year-old and was a big part of the club that got Slovakia 
promoted at the U18 level last spring. He is committed to Michigan State 
University. 

Analysis: Strbak is a defense-first defenseman. He’s a tall, right shot who 
is mobile and makes a lot of stops due to his reach, feet, physicality and 
overall strong compete level. He brings a strong effort every night, and 
coaches tend to lean on him in tough situations. I don’t see him as a legit 
scorer and puck-mover in the NHL, but he’s good enough with the puck, 
can skate pucks up, and can make enough plays to survive at higher 
levels. I think he will be a second or third pair defenseman in the NHL 
depending on the level of offense he brings. 

30. Gavin McCarthy, D, Muskegon (USHL) 

Jun. 2, 2005 | 6′ 1.5″ | 182 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: Not Rated 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Player comparable: Damon Severson 

Background: McCarthy has played a large minute role for Muskegon this 
season when healthy. He did the same for USA’s Hlinka Gretzky team 
too. He missed a portion of the season due to a fractured knee suffered 
at the World Jr. A Challenge. The younger brother of Devils’ draft pick 
Case McCarthy is committed to Boston University. 

Analysis: McCarthy’s toolkit is one that should do well in the pro game. 
He’s got good size, he’s a right-shot, he skates well, and he’s showing a 
lot of offense this season in the USHL. I don’t think he’s a natural puck-
mover, but McCarthy has good skill and can make the occasional tough 
offensive play. His skating allows him to transport pucks up ice. 
Defensively he’s solid. He can run around a little bit, but he’s quite 
physical, and his skating lets him close on plays well. I think he will play a 
regular role on an NHL team. 

31. Adam Gajan, G, Chippewa (NAHL) 

May. 6, 2004 | 6′ 2.5″ | 167 pounds | Catches left 

January 2023 Ranking: 33 

Tier: Projected starting goaltender 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Player comparable: Ilya Samsonov 

Background: Gajan is a second-year eligible prospect. He came over 
from Slovakia to play in Chippewa of the NAHL. He was a late add to 
Slovakia’s World Junior team where he promptly took over the stater role. 
He led Slovakia to an upset over Team USA, nearly beat Canada in the 
quarterfinals, and was named best goalie in the tournament. He played a 
few games in the USHL for Green Bay where his performance was up 
and down. He is committed to Minnesota-Duluth. 

Analysis: Gajan has clear NHL athleticism. He has an explosive lower 
half, with the power to make the toughest lateral saves at higher levels. 
He’s an aggressive goalie, sometimes to a fault as he can take himself 
out of position too much, but at times it works well. I do think he generally 
reads the play and anticipates the play well, but he will need to control 
his slides and aggression against better players. I’d like to see fewer 
goals beat him from range too. There’s a lot of development work left still, 
but Gajan has a lot of pro potential, and projects as an NHL tandem 
goalie, with a chance to be a legit starter. 

32. Ethan Gauthier, RW, Sherbrooke (QMJHL) 

Jan. 26, 2005 | 5′ 11.25″ | 176 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: 34 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Conor Garland 

Background: Gauthier is an important part of a top QMJHL team even if 
he hasn’t posted gigantic scoring totals this season. He led the Hlinka 
Gretzky in goals and was a major reason for Canada winning gold. He 
was the first overall pick in his QMJHL Draft. 
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Analysis: Gauthier has very good skill and offensive IQ. He can beat 
defenders one-on-one at a high rate, making creative plays in small 
areas and showing he can create a lot for his teammates too. He has 
talent but also competes well. He is quite physical and can be a nasty 
player to play against which you love to see from a smaller player. 
Gauthier gets to the net and can create chances there frequently. The 
issue is as a 5-foot-11 winger who lacks NHL quickness, the question is 
whether his game translates to higher levels. His work ethic will help that 
cause, but he may always have to be proving himself due to his lack of 
top-end athleticism. I still see a middle-six winger in the league. 

33. Andrew Cristall, LW, Kelowna (WHL) 

Feb. 4, 2005 | 5′ 9.5″ | 167 pounds | Shoots left 

January 2023 Ranking: 28 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Player comparable: Jeff Skinner-lite 

Background: Cristall is one of the top scorers in the WHL this season. He 
also scored over a point per game as a 16-year-old. He missed a portion 
of the season due to a lower-body injury. Cristall made Canada’s U18 
team at the Hlinka in a limited role with power-play time. He was the 8th 
pick in his WHL Bantam Draft. 

Analysis: Cristall is probably the most divisive player in this draft class. 
There will be fans and some scouts who see this ranking and think he’s 
much too low, but there will be scouts who will think he’s too high as well. 
He’s super talented offensively. He has puck-on-a-string type of hands 
and routinely beats defenders with his stickhandling. He has a highly-
imaginative offensive mind and very good vision with the puck. Cristall is 
so dangerous on the power play because of his skill but also his great 
shot as he’s scored a ton of goals from range this season. The concerns 
come down to his frame and especially his skating. He lacks footspeed 
for the higher levels and has awkward skating mechanics that is 
concerning for his NHL projection. He works hard enough and doesn’t 
shy from going to the net, but I wouldn’t call him a high-compete type. He 
will need to score a lot in the NHL to justify his various risk factors, and I 
think he will be a middle-six winger, but he may frustrate coaches too. 

34. Gavin Brindley, C, Michigan (BIG10) 

Oct. 5, 2004 | 5′ 8.5″ | 165 pounds | Shoots right 

January 2023 Ranking: Not Rated 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: High-end 

Shot: Below NHL average 

Player comparable: Blake Lizotte 

Background: Brindley is a top player for a top college team in Michigan 
this season. He also played a notable role on USA’s World Junior team. 
A rare top prospect from the Florida area who came up in the Florida 
Alliance program, Brindley was very good in Tri-City of the USHL as well. 
He played for Team USA last season at the U18s too. 

Analysis: Between his excellent skating and work ethic, Brindley buzzes 
around the ice, playing with a ton of pace and giving his best effort 
nightly. He’s able to make skilled plays at full speed, and plays with 
courage, going to the net and engaging along the walls. Brindley isn’t a 
natural scorer which isn’t ideal at his size, but he has good hands and 
hockey sense and can make plays at higher levels. There aren’t a ton of 
two-way forwards in the NHL who barely touch 5-foot-9, but Brindley has 
the right mix of traits to be the next one even if there’s risk on his 
projection. I see a middle-six forward whether at center or the wing, but 
likely the latter. 
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ESPN / NHL trade season grades, from multiple A's to one F 

 

Ryan S. Clark, Kristen Shilton 

 

The NHL trade deadline has passed, and with it the chance for Stanley 
Cup contenders to put themselves in the best position possible to 
achieve the sport's ultimate goal this spring. 

This trade season featured no shortage of superstars on the move -- in 
fact, Bo Horvat was traded in the time between being named an All-Star 
and taking part in the festivities down in South Florida. After Horvat's 
trade to the New York Islanders came the St. Louis Blues' deals that sent 
Vladimir Tarasenko to the New York Rangers and Ryan O'Reilly to the 
Toronto Maple Leafs. Timo Meier landed with the New Jersey Devils. 
Jakob Chychrun found a new home with the Ottawa Senators. And Cup 
champion netminder Jonathan Quick was dealt twice: first to the 
Columbus Blue Jackets, who then sent him to the Vegas Golden Knights. 

But not every team was making additions for this spring; some were 
looking ahead to this summer and beyond as they rebuild their next 
versions of a contender. 

Either way, coming up with a coherent plan and sticking to it is what we 
were looking for from the league's GMs this trade season. Here's a look 
at all 32 teams, from the ones that aced the assignment to the ones that 
blew it. 

Note: Kristen Shilton provided the guide for the Atlantic and Metropolitan 
teams, while Ryan S. Clark handled the Central and Pacific clubs. Teams 
are arranged alphabetically by letter grade. Stats are collected from sites 
such as Natural Stat Trick, Hockey Reference and Evolving Hockey. 

Jump to a team: 

ANA | ARI | BOS | BUF 

CGY | CAR | CHI | COL 

CBJ | DAL | DET | EDM 

FLA | LA | MIN | MTL 

NSH | NJ | NYI | NYR 

OTT | PHI | PIT | SJ 

SEA | STL | TB | TOR 

VAN | VGK | WSH | WPG 

A grades 

Boston Bruins: A 

Key additions: D Dmitry Orlov, F Tyler Bertuzzi, F Garnet Hathaway 
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Key subtractions: F Craig Smith, 2023 first-round pick, 2024 first-round 
pick (top-10 protected) 

Our take: Boston dominated at the trade deadline like they have 
everywhere else this season. 

GM Don Sweeney made an already formidable team better with some 
shrewd moves: Adding a physical puck mover -- and instant fan favorite -
- in Orlov to the blue line, some bottom-six punch with Hathaway, and 
after losing top-six winger Taylor Hall to injury, some extra firepower via 
Bertuzzi. 

There's no denying this is Boston's time to shine. Sweeney's deadline 
decisions look like slam dunks to help the Bruins make the most of a 
potential Stanley Cup run. 

Los Angeles Kings: A 

Key additions: D Vladislav Gavrikov, G Joonas Korpisalo, rights to G Erik 
Portillo 

Key subtractions: G Jonathan Quick, 2023 first-round pick (conditional), 
2023 third-round pick, 2024 third-round pick, 2024 fifth-round pick 

Our take: Trading one of the franchise's all-time greats is going to create 
mixed emotions. It's that balance of managing the surprise of moving on 
from a player who stayed with an organization through good and bad 
years. But the Kings also had problems to address, and that meant 
parting ways with Quick to make it happen. 

Gavrikov gives them another top-four defenseman who can play heavy 
minutes and anchor a penalty kill. Korpisalo gives them another goalie 
they can use in tandem with Pheonix Copley to provide stability in net, 
which has been a challenge at times. 

These are all decisions that could see the Kings take control of the 
Western Conference and possibly make a deep playoff run. Who knows? 
Maybe they end up facing a certain team from Nevada -- and an old 
friend in the process. 

Nashville Predators: A 

Key additions: F Rasmus Asplund, D Tyson Barrie, D Cal Foote, 2023 
first-round pick (EDM), 2023 second-round pick (PIT), 2023 third-round 
pick (TB), 2024 second-round picks (TB, WPG), 2025 first-round pick 
(TB, top-10 protected) 

Key subtractions: D Mattias Ekholm, F Mikael Granlund, F Tanner 
Jeannot, F Nino Niederreiter 

Our take: Is it better to make another run at a ninth straight playoff 
appearance that could end in another first-round exit? Or does it make 
more sense to start trading players and get ahead of the future even if 
you're within a few points of a wild-card spot? This was the decision 
facing the Predators, and they chose the latter. 

The returns that outgoing GM David Poile pulled off make his final trade 
deadline an emphatic send-off. He got five draft picks and an NHL 
defenseman for Jeannot in what was one of the more memorable deals 
of the deadline. 

Poile was also able to move two contracts that had term and a sizable 
cap hit at a time when teams had to be creative with money. In less than 
a week, the Predators went from a team that had a murky path to one 
that is clearly concentrating on the future -- with more than $17 million in 
cap space ahead of next season. 

San Jose Sharks: A 

Key additions: F Andreas Johnsson, D Shakir Mukhamadullin, F 
Vladislav Namestnikov, D Nikita Okhotyuk, F Fabian Zetterlund, 2023 
first-round pick (NJ), 2024 second-round pick (NJ, conditional) 

Key subtractions: F Nick Bonino, D Jaycob Megna, F Timo Meier, F 
Vladislav Namestnikov 

Our take: Sharks GM Mike Grier had one of the most coveted players 
going into the deadline in Meier. He didn't rush into any deals, and the 
end result was getting the sort of return that gave the Sharks plentiful 
draft capital, prospects from one of the best farm systems in the NHL and 
two players who can play right now. 

All the trades Grier made has the Sharks set up to have around 30 draft 
picks over the next three seasons. They will have 12 picks in this year's 
draft and are among the teams who are in play to win the draft lottery this 
year and select Connor Bedard, the presumed No. 1 pick. And if they 
don't win the lottery, the Sharks are still in play for their first top-three pick 
since 1998. 

With a lottery pick, a second first-rounder along with more picks and 
prospects, Grier has provided the Sharks with the sort of promise of a 
better future that didn't exist when he took the job last offseason. 

Chicago Blackhawks: A- 

Key additions: F Joey Anderson, F Anders Bjork, D Andreas Englund, G 
Anton Khudobin, D Nikita Zaitsev, 2023 second-round picks (NYR, OTT), 
2025 first-round pick (TOR, top-10 protected), 2025 second-round pick 
(DAL), 2026 second-round pick (TOR) 

Key subtractions: F Max Domi, F Patrick Kane, D Jack Johnson, F Sam 
Lafferty, D Jake McCabe 

Our take: This season started with the expectation that the Blackhawks 
would be in a position to move players going into the deadline, and that 
held true. Of course, those expectations were adjusted when Kane made 
it clear he wanted the Rangers or nothing at all, while captain Jonathan 
Toews remained with the team after he announced he was dealing with 
symptoms of long COVID-19 and chronic immune response syndrome. 

Beyond that, the Blackhawks moved nearly every pending UFA they 
could. They also moved players like Lafferty and McCabe, who had 
multiyear contracts but also had manageable cap hits that made teams 
interested. The end result was the sort of draft capital windfall that 
allowed the Blackhawks to be set for the next three drafts, headlined by 
the fact they own two first-round picks in each of the next three years. 

As for the future, all of those draft picks -- including their own lottery pick, 
a shot at Connor Bedard -- create hope. The Blackhawks also have more 
than $42 million in available cap space ahead of next season, which 
means they can go in any number of directions. 

New Jersey Devils: A- 

Key additions: F Timo Meier 

Key subtractions: F Andreas Johnsson, F Fabian Zetterlund, 2023 first-
round pick (conditional), 2024 second-round pick (conditional) 

Our take: New Jersey got its man in Meier. And GM Tom Fitzgerald 
added him without giving up a top prospect. Nice work. 

Now, Meier is also a pending restricted free agent with a $10 million 
qualifying offer. But that's a future problem. This season's team has been 
one of the league's best stories, driven by a slew of young talents 
emerging all at once. Meier might be the missing piece to put New Jersey 
over the top against its rivals in New York (both the Rangers and 
Islanders) and beyond. Fitzgerald's single major deadline move seems 
like the perfect choice. 

play 

1:50 

Who is the best team in the East after the Bruins? 

Ray Ferraro and Kevin Weekes discuss their power rankings for the 
Eastern Conference and debate who the best team is behind the Bruins. 

New York Rangers: A- 

Key additions: D Niko Mikkola, F Patrick Kane, F Tyler Motte, F Vladimir 
Tarasenko 
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Key subtractions: F Sammy Blais, F Vitali Kravtsov, 2023 first-round pick, 
2023 second-round pick (conditional) 

Our take: New York clearly understood its assignment. The Eastern 
Conference race is on, and the Rangers weren't about to be left in the 
dust. In fact, they got the ball rolling with the Tarasenko/Mikkola trade, 
and went back to the well dealing for Kane. 

New York's offense felt stagnant earlier this season -- the Rangers were 
sitting just 16th overall in goals scored on Jan. 1 -- and GM Chris Drury 
aggressively addressed the problem. And he did so without mortgaging 
the franchise's future by turning over too many prospects and top draft 
choices. A good balance was struck and the Rangers' depth should set 
them up well to challenge in the jacked-up East. 

Ottawa Senators: A- 

Key additions: D Jakob Chychrun 

Key subtractions: D Nikita Zaitsev, F Tyler Motte, 2023 first-round pick 
(top-five protected), 2024 second-round pick (conditional) 2023 second-
round pick, 2026 second-round pick 

Our take: Full credit to GM Pierre Dorion for rewarding his team the right 
way. A recent 11-3-1 run had surprisingly put the Senators back in the 
postseason hunt, and Dorion swung for the fences by bringing in 
Chychrun for the stretch drive this season (and at least two more years 
ahead). 

Dorion smartly waited out Arizona's asking price until it became more 
reasonable and pounced on a difference-making defender the likes of 
which Ottawa hasn't had since Erik Karlsson. Dorion wanted the 
Senators to play meaningful games in March. Now they are. Dorion's 
deadline work should allow Ottawa to keep surging. 

Toronto Maple Leafs: A- 

Key additions: F Noel Acciari, F Sam Lafferty, F Ryan O'Reilly, D Erik 
Gustafsson, D Jake McCabe, D Luke Schenn, 2023 first-round pick 
(BOS) 

Key subtractions: D Rasmus Sandin, F Pierre Engvall, 2023 first-round 
pick, 2025 first-round pick (top-10 protected), 2024 second-round pick, 
2026 second-round pick 

Our take: Toronto didn't hold back leading up to the deadline. GM Kyle 
Dubas added it all -- a top-six talent in O'Reilly, middle- and bottom-six 
depth with Acciari and Lafferty, plus defensive help in McCabe and 
Schenn. 

The Leafs are practically a new team. The makeover cost Toronto plenty 
in draft picks and roster players -- which Dubas had tried to avoid dealing 
-- but there was no reason to be conservative. Toronto has been a top-
five team in the standings throughout this season. Now might be the 
Leafs' best hope of finally slaying those first-round demons, and Dubas 
loaded up like he believes that's the case. 

Washington Capitals: A- 

Key additions: D Rasmus Sandin, F Craig Smith, 2025 second-round 
picks (BOS, COL) 

Key subtractions: D Erik Gustafsson, D Dmitry Orlov, F Lars Eller, F 
Garnet Hathaway, F Marcus Johansson 

Our take: A round of applause for GM Brian MacLellan, who proved he 
knows how to pivot. 

Washington's season took a turn the past few weeks as the Capitals 
slipped further out of a playoff spot. So MacLellan went into seller mode 
and moved several veterans on expiring deals whom the club wasn't re-
signing, used the acquired draft capital to trade for a young blueliner 
(Sandin) with potential and added a few more decent picks in the coming 
seasons. 

MacLellan didn't make Washington obviously better right now. But he did 
put the Capitals in a stronger position to bounce back faster in the 
coming offseason. 

B grades 

Columbus Blue Jackets: B+ 

Key additions: 2023 first-round pick (LA, conditional) 

Key subtractions: D Vladislav Gavrikov, F Gustav Nyquist, F Jakub 
Voracek, G Joonas Korpisalo 

Our take: Columbus' actual deadline day was, as GM Jarmo Kekalainen 
put it, "dull." But only because the Blue Jackets got ahead of the crowds. 

Kekalainen & Co. traded away the veteran pending UFAs they had to, 
got what they could in return and shed Voracek's contract to boot. None 
of what Columbus accomplished improved the team's current prospects, 
of course. This season has been a lost effort for some time. But 
Kekalainen got the wheels in motion for a more productive offseason, 
when he can begin to identify what will put the Blue Jackets back on 
track. 

Dallas Stars: B+ 

Key additions: F Evgenii Dadonov, F Max Domi 

Key subtractions: F Denis Gurianov, G Anton Khudobin, 2025 second-
round pick 

Our take: One of the biggest challenges facing the Stars this season has 
been an overreliance on six players to shoulder the scoring load. Those 
six players have accounted for 67% of the Stars' goals this season. 
Getting Domi and Dadonov filled a major need of trying to find other top-
nine forwards who could provide another dimension. 

As for what Dallas had to give up to make it happen? The understanding 
was the Stars were not willing to part with any of their prized prospects 
because they are an organization that has come to rely upon the draft-
and-develop approach of building their team. Mission accomplished. 

Edmonton Oilers: B+ 

Key additions: F Nick Bjugstad, D Mattias Ekholm 

Key subtractions: D Tyson Barrie, F Jesse Puljujarvi, F Reid Schaefer, 
2023 first-round pick, 2023 third-round pick, 2024 fourth-round pick 

Our take: When you have the NHL's most prolific attack and the most 
dangerous power-play unit, it should make games easier to navigate. 
That is, unless you have one of the worst penalty-killing units in addition 
to allowing the 13th-most goals per game. 

In essence, this was the Oilers before the deadline. GM Ken Holland 
cleared space by trading Puljujarvi, then added Ekholm before getting a 
veteran two-way forward on a team-friendly deal in Bjugstad. 

Adding those two players will help the Oilers find more defensive 
consistency. If so, it could lead to them making a return trip to the 
Western Conference finals and maybe going even further. 

Minnesota Wild: B+ 

Key additions: D John Klingberg, F Marcus Johansson, F Gustav 
Nyquist, F Oskar Sundqvist, 2023 second-round pick (VGK) 

Key subtractions: F Jordan Greenway 

Our take: Wild GM Bill Guerin accrued picks for the future, he parlayed 
some of those picks to help him now, and then he cleared cap space to 
go get Klingberg at what was literally the last minute ahead of the 
deadline -- and all without giving up early-round draft picks. 

Guerin was faced with the challenge of trying to add players while also 
being confined to a limited amount of cap space. He found a way to bring 
in nearly an entire new line combo and D pairing. And he was able to get 
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some much-needed breathing room by clearing $3 million in cap space 
annually over the next two years with Greenway going to Buffalo. 

Johansson, Nyquist and Sundqvist will be charged with adding more 
offensive production to a team that has struggled to score at times. 
Klingberg will be asked to help facilitate those scoring needs, while being 
part of a defensive structure that has been vital to the Wild's playoff 
aspirations. This could be the sort of deadline activity that pays big 
dividends for the Wild. 

New York Islanders: B+ 

Key additions: F Pierre Engvall, F Bo Horvat 

Key subtractions: F Anthony Beauvillier, F Aatu Raty, 2023 first-round 
pick (conditional) 

Our take: GM Lou Lamoriello trading for Horvat -- and then extending him 
to an eight-year, $68 million contract -- had to be one of the most eye-
popping moves of the trade season. It also accounted for almost all of the 
Islanders' activity before 3 p.m. on Friday (no disrespect to Engvall, a fine 
bottom-six depth addition). 

Horvat filled an important need for New York, which struggled to score 
even before Mathew Barzal, Jean-Gabriel Pageau and others were 
sidelined with injuries. Giving up Beauvillier -- who had 20 points in 49 
games prior to being traded -- was tough, but like their rivals in New 
Jersey, these Islanders went big on a single move. Time will tell how it 
pays off. 

St. Louis Blues: B+ 

Key additions: F Mikhail Abramov, F Sammy Blais, F Zach Dean, F 
Jakub Vrana, 2023 first-round picks (NYR, TOR), 2023 third-round pick 
(OTT), 2024 second-round pick (TOR) 

Key subtractions: F Noel Acciari, F Ivan Barbashev, D Niko Mikkola, F 
Ryan O'Reilly, F Vladimir Tarasenko 

Our take: Moving on from franchise cornerstones can be challenging. 
Why? Because you're going from a period of prosperity to a period of 
uncertainty with the hope that prosperity is on the other side. That's the 
reality facing the Blues now that O'Reilly is in Toronto and Tarasenko is 
in New York. 

But their departures brought back the sort of draft capital that creates 
optimism for the Blues. Namely, they have three first-round picks in this 
year's draft, which could lead to them finding the next wave of players 
who would join Jordan Kyrou and Robert Thomas as the members 
central to the organization's future. 

And by getting Vrana in a trade while claiming Kasperi Kapanen on 
waivers, there is a chance that a new start could see promising results. 

Arizona Coyotes: B 

Key additions: 2023 first-round pick (OTT, conditional), 2023 third-round 
pick (EDM), 2024 second-round pick (WSH, conditional), 2026 second-
round pick (OTT), 2026 third-round pick (CAR), the Jakub Voracek 
contract, the Shea Weber contract 

Key subtractions: F Nick Bjugstad, D Jakob Chychrun, D Shayne 
Gostisbehere 

Our take: Loading up on draft capital was the plan, and the Coyotes did 
just that. They're going to have close to 40 picks over the next three 
drafts. Where they really did the most damage was by getting several 
second- and third-round picks in that time. They have three third-round 
picks for 2023, four second-round picks along with three third-round picks 
for 2024 and four second-round picks for 2025. 

One of the concerns with the Coyotes' haul is they did not come away 
with more first-round picks. Nor did they receive the sort of return that 
was expected with a top-four option such as Chychrun, who was one of 
the biggest names of this trade cycle. Compare the Coyotes to a few of 
their peers that are also building toward the future such as the 

Blackhawks, Blue Jackets, Blues, Predators and Sharks; all of them 
added more. 

The Coyotes are still in a position to win the draft lottery. They still have 
quite a bit of draft capital that other teams would covet. But how much 
will it hurt them to not have those multiple first-round picks later down the 
line? 

Buffalo Sabres: B 

Key additions: D Riley Stillman, F Jordan Greenway 

Key subtractions: F Rasmus Asplund, 2023 second-round pick 

Our take: Buffalo seemed poised for an eerily quiet deadline -- until GM 
Kevyn Adams swapped a pair of picks with Minnesota for Greenway. The 
big, physical winger will add a different element to the Sabres' attack up 
front, which is highlighted primarily by speed and skill. 

Buffalo needed some grit; Greenway is poised to provide it. Stillman can 
add a similar element from the blue line. 

Those deals were the extent of Adams' adds, a by-design decision to see 
what mettle the Sabres show as is during a final push toward the 
playoffs. Could Adams have done more to propel Buffalo into the 
postseason? Maybe. But the Sabres have stayed patient and stuck to the 
rebuilding plan so far. Adams must have felt this was no time to start 
getting greedy. 

Carolina Hurricanes: B 

Key additions: D Shayne Gostisbehere, F Jesse Puljujarvi 

Key subtractions: None 

Our take: Carolina handled its business early with the acquisitions of 
Gostisbehere and Puljujarvi, two pickups of added depth for the league's 
second-place team. Frankly that's all the Hurricanes really needed. 

Puljujarvi won't replace what Carolina hoped Max Pacioretty -- sidelined 
most of this season by injury -- would provide, especially in a playoff run. 
But the former Oiler can still factor into a bottom-six rotation. 

Meanwhile, Gostisbehere is off and running with the Hurricanes, notching 
two goals and three points in his first two games. Carolina has had a 
good thing going this season. The quieter deadline shows GM Don 
Waddell's faith in the roster's potential. 

Colorado Avalanche: B 

Key additions: F Lars Eller, D Jack Johnson, G Keith Kinkaid 

Key subtractions: F Shane Bowers, D Andreas Englund, 2025 second-
round pick 

Our take: Avalanche GM Chris MacFarland is pragmatic, to the point that 
he believes in filling holes without creating other holes. It's why the Avs 
were going to make the sort of additions that saw them reinforce their 
bottom-six forward group in addition to their defensive options. 

They also know that the bill for all of their recent moves eventually will 
come due; they've traded a number of draft picks and/or prospects. It 
allowed them to win a Stanley Cup, but it also means there are fewer 
players on team-friendly contracts they can call up to serve in key roles 
when the time comes. That's important to keep in mind with J.T. 
Compher set to become a UFA this summer, while Bowen Byram and 
Alex Newhook are pending RFAs. 

Tampa Bay Lightning: B 

Key additions: F Michael Eyssimont, F Tanner Jeannot 

Key subtractions: D Cal Foote, F Vladislav Namestnikov, 2025 first-round 
pick (top-10 protected), 2024 second-round pick 

Our take: Tampa Bay always has one trick left up its sleeve. This 
deadline, it was targeting Jeannot for five draft choices and Foote. An 
overpayment? We'll see. The Lightning historically go for depth at the 
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deadline, a strategy that has served them well over three consecutive 
trips to the Stanley Cup Final and two Cup wins. 

GM Julien BriseBois is rapidly running out of draft capital in the next 
three years, but he has a win-now mentality. Tampa Bay remains among 
the Eastern Conference elite despite a recent five-game losing streak 
and coach Jon Cooper benching some of his underperforming stars in 
the third period of a loss to Buffalo. 

How long will Tampa Bay's window stay open? BriseBois can't know for 
sure. But he's betting once again on the Lightning to make a go of it this 
postseason. 

Vegas Golden Knights: B 

Key additions: F Teddy Blueger, F Ivan Barbashev, D Dysin Mayo, G 
Jonathan Quick 

Key subtractions: F Zach Dean, the Shea Weber contract, 2024 third-
round pick 

Our take: Mark Stone undergoing a second back surgery in less than a 
year created a hole that the Golden Knights sought to fill. They created 
the necessary cap space by sending Stone to LTIR and traded for 
Barbashev to give them a two-way forward who already has a Stanley 
Cup on his résumé. 

But injuries to Laurent Brossoit and All-Star Logan Thompson meant the 
Golden Knights were in search of another goaltender. Hmm. If only there 
was a two-time Cup winner on the market who needed a new home. 
They pulled off the trade for Quick, got their necessary reinforcements 
and suddenly made the prospect of a Golden Knights-Kings playoff 
series as potentially enthralling as the next season of "The Crown." 

Winnipeg Jets: B 

Key additions: F Vladislav Namestnikov, F Nino Niederreiter 

Key subtractions: 2024 second-round pick, 2025 fourth-round pick 

Our take: Many fans were waiting for the Jets to make the sort of big 
move that sent a message to the Central Division, the Western 
Conference and perhaps the entire NHL. While Jets GM Kevin 
Cheveldayoff didn't make a blockbuster trade, he did make the sort of 
choices that saw the Jets meet their needs while keeping their farm 
system intact. 

Under Cheveldayoff, the Jets have become an organization that chooses 
to use the draft to build from within. Kyle Connor, Nikolaj Ehlers, Connor 
Hellebuyck, Josh Morrissey and Mark Scheifele are among the examples 
of current homegrown players who have come through the system to 
reach stardom. 

So it's not surprising the Jets retained most of their high picks and 
prospects. In return, they got a bottom-six forward in Namestnikov who 
has quite a bit of playoff experience, and a top-nine forward in 
Niederreiter who adds one more scoring option. 

C grades 

Montreal Canadiens: C+ 

Key additions: F Denis Gurianov 

Key subtractions: F Evgenii Dadonov 

Our take: It's not GM Kent Hughes' fault, really, that the Canadiens' 
deadline was a bust. Montreal's most tradable assets -- notably Joel 
Edmundson and Sean Monahan (both pending UFAs) -- have been 
continuously sidelined by injuries. It became all but impossible to deal 
them away, especially on a rental basis. 

Hughes has been rightly disappointed in the number of Montreal's key 
players impacted by ailments this season. Being stuck like this at the 
deadline only made matters worse. 

The Canadiens did reel in a reclamation project with Gurianov coming 
from Dallas. He already has had an impact in the lineup and could be a 
nice contributor for the Canadiens going forward. 

Seattle Kraken: C 

Key additions: D Jaycob Megna 

Key subtractions: 2023 fourth-round pick 

Our take: Think about where the Kraken were a year ago. They were 
moving players and taking on cap space as a third-party broker while 
preparing for the draft lottery. This season, they've been one of the NHL's 
biggest surprises and entered the deadline with the expectation they 
could be in line for a big move. 

They were the only Western Conference team in a playoff spot to not 
make a trade within the last week of the deadline. Kraken GM Ron 
Francis told reporters after the deadline that he likes the group they have, 
and feels they have earned the right to be in this position. 

Francis is known for his pragmatism. It's the same pragmatism that saw 
them go from one of the worst teams in the NHL to one that is five points 
out of the top spot in the West. But they are also two points clear of the 
final wild-card spot. How will the decision to hold firm work for the 
Kraken, when reinforcement options were available? 

Vancouver Canucks: C 

Key additions: F Anthony Beauvillier, D Filip Hronek, F Vitali Kravtsov, F 
Aatu Raty, 2023 third-round pick (TOR) 

Key subtractions: F Bo Horvat, F Curtis Lazar, D Luke Schenn, 2023 
first-round pick (NYI), 2023 second-round pick 

Our take: The Canucks' trade season was a roller coaster. The decision 
to trade Horvat officially kicked off the rebuild, and the return gave the 
Canucks a player for now (Beauviller), a prospect for the future (Raty) 
and another first-round pick in the upcoming draft. Then there was the 
trade for Schenn that brought back more draft capital. 

But then came the trade to get Hronek. On one hand, the Canucks were 
able to get a 25-year-old top-four defenseman. He's another player for 
their future plans and someone who could be used in tandem with Quinn 
Hughes. But it also meant losing the first-rounder acquired in the Horvat 
trade, which was considered the centerpiece of that deal. 

And while Hronek represents the future, his contract has created a 
current dilemma for the Canucks in that they now have less than $2 
million in available cap space going into this upcoming offseason. 

Calgary Flames: C- 

Key additions: F Nick Ritchie, D Troy Stecher 

Key subtractions: D Connor Mackie, F Brett Ritchie 

Our take: They're five points out of the final Western Conference wild-
card spot in a race that is changing by the day. But they also have 
roughly the same point totals as teams like the Blues and Predators that 
decided to concentrate on the future. 

Maybe the Flames get into the playoffs. Maybe they miss the 
postseason. That's what it means to live in the middle, where things can 
feel within grasp and out of reach at the same time. This deadline could 
end up looking like a missed opportunity down the line. 

Detroit Red Wings: C- 

Key additions: 2023 first-round pick (NYI), 2023 second-round pick 
(VAN), 2024 first-round pick (BOS, top-10 protected) 

Key subtractions: F Tyler Bertuzzi, F Oskar Sundqvist, F Jakub Vrana, D 
Filip Hronek 

Our take: Detroit did not improve in the past week. GM Steve Yzerman 
arguably made his team worse by trading away Bertuzzi even when it 
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looked and sounded like he would stay through the Red Wings' attempt 
to return to the playoffs. And then there was the whole failed attempt to 
acquire James van Riemsdyk from the Flyers. 

Yzerman picked up a few draft choices along the way, which is great for 
Detroit's future. What about its present? Yzerman's transactions from a 
busy offseason haven't made the Red Wings an immediate contender. 
Inactivity at the deadline won't achieve that goal, either. If this is now 
another season where the Red Wings are outside looking in come spring, 
it's understandable why the fan base is becoming frustrated. 

Pittsburgh Penguins: C- 

Key additions: F Nick Bonino, F Mikael Granlund, D Dmitry Kulikov 

Key subtractions: F Teddy Blueger, F Brock McGinn, 2023 second-round 
pick 

Our take: How did the NHL's oldest team manage to get older? GM Ron 
Hextall added a string of over-30 skaters at the deadline to complement 
an already veteran-laden group. Targeting experience for the playoffs is 
one thing, but Pittsburgh had that already (hello, Sidney Crosby, Evgeni 
Malkin, Kris Letang and more). 

The Penguins needed reliable, consistent depth scoring. Technically 
Granlund or even Bonino can play a third-line role, but are they enough 
to put Pittsburgh ahead in the surging East? We know what the vaunted 
Penguins core is. Mike Sullivan behind the bench is also key. What 
Pittsburgh brought in just feels underwhelming given the obvious gaps in 
the lineup. 

D grades 

Anaheim Ducks: D+ 

Key additions: F Brock McGinn, F Nikita Nesterenko, D Andrej Sustr, 
2024 third-round picks (PIT, SJ) 

Key subtractions: D John Klingberg, D Dmitry Kulikov 

Our take: This deadline was supposed to give the Ducks the sort of draft 
capital that would offer another layer on a promising future. It was a 
matter of adding that draft capital to whatever could happen in the draft 
lottery, which could result in them winning the No. 1 pick and drafting 
Connor Bedard. Now add all of that to what's already in place with Jamie 
Drysdale, Mason McTavish, Troy Terry and Trevor Zegras. 

Yeah, that's a pretty nice-looking future. That outlook is not totally out of 
play for the Ducks as they could still win the lottery. But the lack of overall 
draft capital does alter those expectations when compared to what other 
teams like the Blackhawks, Coyotes and Sharks were able to amass this 
trade season. 

Adam Henrique going on IR didn't help. Had he been healthy, teams 
seeking a No. 2 center would have offered a bounty, given what we saw 
in similar trades. 

Having nine picks in this year's draft is still something. But Anaheim 
comes up short compared to those other teams which have more total 
picks and two first-rounders compared to the Ducks' one. 

Philadelphia Flyers: D 

Key additions: F Brendan Lemieux 

Key subtractions: F Zack MacEwen 

Our take: Philadelphia should have been deadline sellers. GM Chuck 
Fletcher chose another path of essentially doing nothing. 

According to Fletcher, deals he was contacted about weren't good for the 
Flyers. But being almost entirely inactive isn't good for them, either. 
Philadelphia doesn't seem to be embracing a rebuild and stands to lose 
veteran UFAs like Justin Braun or James van Riemsdyk for nothing in the 
offseason. 

Receiving something -- anything -- for those players now would have 
benefited the Flyers' future in some way, no? 

F grade 

Florida Panthers: F 

Key additions: None 

Key subtractions: None 

Our take: Florida did, well, nothing. No trades made whatsoever. 

GM Bill Zito said he took calls on players; there was an opportunity to get 
involved. Ultimately, Zito believes in the Panthers' room and won't quit on 
it. That would be a fine sentiment if Florida were in a playoff spot -- which 
it isn't -- or had favorable math to earn one, which it doesn't. The Eastern 
Conference has stacked up around the Panthers. 

A year ago, Florida was one of the league's busiest, gutsiest teams, 
adding players at the deadline. It didn't pay off in a long playoff run for the 
Presidents' Trophy winners. Perhaps that scared the Panthers off from 
trying to improve on the fly again. 
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ESPN / NHL Awards WATCH: Who's leading for Hart, Norris, Calder? 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

The NHL trade deadline has passed, which means the stretch run to the 
Stanley Cup playoffs is here. 

Is there enough time left to change the NHL awards race dynamics? 
Many of last month's front-runners are still in the lead for these awards. 

Welcome to the NHL Awards Watch for March. We've polled a wide 
selection of Professional Hockey Writers Association voters anonymously 
to get a sense of where the wind is blowing for the current leaders. We've 
made sure it's a cross-section from the entire league, trying to gain as 
many perspectives as possible. 

Bear in mind that the PHWA votes for the Hart, Norris, Calder, Selke and 
Lady Byng finalists; broadcasters vote for the Jack Adams; and general 
managers handle the Vezina. Also keep in mind the unofficial "you have 
to be in it to win it" protocol for the Hart and the Jack Adams. 

All stats are from Hockey-Reference.com, Natural Stat Trick and 
Evolving Hockey. 

Jump ahead: 

Ross | Richard | Hart 

Norris | Selke | Vezina 

Calder | Byng | Adams 

Art Ross Trophy (points leader) 

Current leader: Connor McDavid, Edmonton Oilers (122 points through 
Sunday's games) 

Watch out for: Leon Draisaitl, Edmonton Oilers (96) 

Longer shot: Let's be real, no one is catching McDavid. 

Maurice "Rocket" Richard Trophy (leading goal scorer) 

Current leaders: Connor McDavid, Edmonton Oilers (52 goals) 
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Watch out for: David Pastrnak, Boston Bruins (44) 

Longer shot: Tage Thompson, Buffalo Sabres (42) 

Hart Trophy (MVP) 

Leader: Connor McDavid, Edmonton Oilers 

Finalists: David Pastrnak, Boston Bruins; Tage Thompson, Buffalo 
Sabres 

It wasn't unanimous, but McDavid is the clear favorite to win his third Hart 
Trophy as NHL MVP. 

"Even if he doesn't play another shift this season," one voter said. 

"As Larry Bird once said, 'Who's coming in second?'" another voter 
noted. "A first-place vote for anyone but Connor McDavid would be a 
disgrace at this point." 

Records are starting to fall during the most dominant season of 
McDavid's dominant career. His 58 points on the power play (18 goals, 
40 assists) passed Wayne Gretzky for the most in a single Oilers season. 
He nearly became the third player in NHL history to record six straight 
multigoal games, falling just short at five in a row. 

"The Oilers have had defensive struggles and it's why they cannot pull 
away in the West," another voter said. "If not for McDavid, this is 
probably a team that is struggling to get into the wild-card race, let alone 
be in a place to win the Pacific." 

He's on pace for 156 points this season. That would be the 14th-highest 
point total in NHL history and the highest by a player not named Wayne 
Gretzky or Mario Lemieux. That's the pantheon McDavid is entering right 
now. He might never catch Gretzky's nine Hart Trophy wins, but he can 
match Mario's career total. 

"He has nearly a 30-point lead on every other NHL player and the Oilers 
have all but locked up a playoff spot," a voter said. "This vote should be 
unanimous." 

The two players keeping our Hart ballots from being unanimous are 
Pastrnak and Thompson. 

The Bruins winger signed an eight-year, $90 million contract extension 
this week for performances like the ones we've seen from him this 
season. The man they call Pasta has 44 goals and 40 assists in 62 
games. While McDavid's 26-point gap to the Oilers' next-highest scorer 
(Leon Draisaitl) is incredible, Pastrnak is up 30 points over the second-
best scorer on the Bruins (Brad Marchand). 

"Pasta is on pace for 57 goals, which would be the most in franchise 
history by any player not named Phil Esposito," one voter said. "He had 
no reason to accept the Boston discount." 

That was the gap between Nikita Kucherov and the second-highest 
scorer on the Tampa Bay Lightning in 2018-19 when he won MVP 
honors. That's the lane for Pastrnak to win the Hart, if he has one: Best 
player on the best team, one that's chasing regular-season records for 
wins and points. That might not be enough given McDavid's offensive 
pyrotechnics. Pastrnak probably needs to win the Rocket Richard to 
really state that case. 

Thompson leads Rasmus Dahlin by 19 points for the Sabres' scoring title, 
but it's his goal total that has him in the Hart conversation. The center's 
42 goals in 61 games is 14 more than any other Buffalo player and ranks 
him second in the NHL this season. He has 32 goals in their 32 wins, 
including 63 of his 82 points in those wins. 

"I'm still on the Tage Thompson train," a voter said. "I mean, look at the 
Buffalo Sabres and how they're still in it this late. Team Tage." 

I've said for months that Thompson might have a Hart case if he's the 
reason the Sabres make the playoffs for the first time since 2011. As of 
Sunday, there was a 22% chance of that happening. 

There were a few other players in consideration for Hart nomination. One 
of them was Draisaitl, McDavid's teammate on the Oilers. "It's not his 
fault that he plays alongside one of the 10 greatest players in NHL 
history," one voter said. "He is no ordinary sidekick. With the league's 
second-highest point total, Draisaitl at least warrants a mention." 

Another was Mikko Rantanen of the Colorado Avalanche, who has 41 
goals on the season. "I think he's a hair ahead of Tage Thompson, who 
would move up if Buffalo makes it," another voter said. 

Finally, one of our other voters had an eye on Kirill Kaprizov: "He's 
carrying the Minnesota Wild of late. They win low-scoring tight games 
and he scores an inordinate percentage of their goals." 

Norris Trophy (top defenseman) 

Leader: Erik Karlsson, San Jose Sharks 

Finalists: Rasmus Dahlin, Buffalo Sabres; Adam Fox, New York Rangers 

What was a tight vote in previous Awards Watch installments finds 
Karlsson increasing his advantage. The Sharks defenseman now owns 
over two-thirds of the first-place votes for the Norris, seeking the third of 
his career and first since 2015. 

"Because who else?" one Karlsson voter quipped. 

A few voters wondered about the one-sided nature of Karlsson's game 
this season, as well as the Sharks' lack of success. 

"You could see this coming down to voters choosing between the 
defenseman who had one of the most prolific campaigns we've seen over 
the last 20 years or do they take a defenseman who did everything for a 
playoff team?" one voter wondered. 

Others were willing to put those concerns on the back burner to celebrate 
Karlsson's incredible season. 

"Karlsson is still on pace to top 100 points," another Karlsson voter said. 
"I don't care about his defensive deficiencies. I don't care that the Sharks 
suck. One hundred points by a defenseman is so incredible that I am 
blinded by the heat." 

Karlsson had 80 points in 63 games through Sunday, which is 14 points 
better than Winnipeg Jets defenseman Josh Morrissey for the NHL's 
leading scorer among defensemen. The NHL hasn't had a 100-point 
season from a defenseman since Brian Leetch in 1992-93. 

"This is one of the all-time offensive performances from a defenseman," 
a voter said. 

But Karlsson still has some competition, including a previous Norris 
winner in Adam Fox of the Rangers. He was the clear second choice 
among the voters. 

Fox is sixth among defensemen with 57 points in 63 games. He skates 
24:54 per game and is one of the best all-around defensemen in the 
NHL. 

"I'm still leaning Fox for his overall game, but it's getting tougher to ignore 
Karlsson, Morrissey and [Rasmus] Dahlin, among others," a Fox 
supporter said. 

Dahlin was the third choice for our voters. The Sabres defenseman has 
been a revelation this season, setting career highs across the board (14 
goals, 49 assists, 63 points and a plus-23) while skating 25:50 per game. 

A few voters mentioned that their support of Dahlin was tied to Buffalo 
making the postseason. Other voters felt that no matter what the Sabres 
do, Dahlin's season should be celebrated. 

"Only Drew Doughty and Cale Makar are logging more average ice time 
than Dahlin, who is on pace for 86 points this season," one voter noted. 
"That would break Phil Housley's franchise record [81]." 

Other defensemen who were mentioned included Morrissey, Makar and 
Hampus Lindholm of the Boston Bruins. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 7, 2023 

 

Calder Trophy (top rookie) 

Leader: Matty Beniers, Seattle Kraken 

Finalists: Mason McTavish, Anaheim Ducks; Owen Power, Buffalo 
Sabres 

There was only one unanimous choice for an award winner in this 
month's Awards Watch, and it was Beniers for the Calder. 

"He wins by default," one voter said. 

The 20-year-old center leads all rookies with 44 points in 60 games this 
season. His 19 goals is also tops among rookies. He's averaging 16:59 
per game and has skated to a plus-7. Few rookies have been as vital to 
their teams as Beniers has been to the Kraken. 

"This year's rookie class has seen a number of contributors make an 
impact on their teams," a voter said. "As of now, it looks like Beniers has 
had the biggest impact on a team that went from the lottery and possibly 
into the playoffs in one season." 

McTavish is second in points among rookies, with 37 points in 62 games 
this season. 

"With steady production throughout the season in a 'meh' rookie class, he 
has inserted himself into the Calder conversation," added another voter, 
who added that McTavish is challenging for the Calder "despite the 
Ducks being horrid." 

Power rounded out the top three. He has 23 points in 53 games this 
season, skating to a plus-12 for the contending Sabres. Most importantly, 
he leads all rookies with 23:43 of ice time per game. 

What's interesting about this Calder vote: None of the rookie goalies was 
given a push. Logan Thompson of the Vegas Golden Knights, Stuart 
Skinner of the Edmonton Oilers, Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen of the Sabres, 
Dan Vladar of the Calgary Flames ... none of them was prominently 
mentioned by our voters. 

"The goalies who were once in this conversation no longer warrant a 
mention," a voter concluded. "I can't remember being this underwhelmed 
by an NHL rookie class [of goalies]." 

Vezina Trophy (top goaltender) 

Note: General managers vote for this award. 

Leader: Linus Ullmark, Boston Bruins 

Finalists: Connor Hellebuyck, Winnipeg Jets; Ilya Sorokin, New York 
Islanders 

Last month's top three remains intact, with Ullmark as the clear favorite. 

The Bruins goalie is 32-4-1 with a .938 save percentage and a 1.89 
goals-against average. He's No. 1 in goal saved above expected, 
adjusted save percentage and wins above replacement. Boston is on a 
different level than every other team in the NHL, and its starting goalie is 
a primary reason why. 

"We focus a lot on wins, goals-against average and save percentage -- 
as we should. But he's only lost five times. Five times. Four in regulation 
and once in overtime," a voter said. "He's got a really strong cast around 
him. But he also makes some saves and has had a number of nights 
when he is the reason the Bruins win games." 

Another voter found one flaw in his game, albeit a cheeky one: "He has 
to catch up in the Rocket Richard race too. I mean, only one goal? 
C'mon." 

Sorokin was the clear second choice among voters, with 20% of the vote. 
While he's only 21-18-6 on the season, the Islanders goalie has a .926 
save percentage and a 2.34 goals-against average. He's tied for the NHL 
lead with five shutouts. He's second to Ullmark in goals saved above 
expected, adjusted save percentage and wins above replacement. 

One Sorokin voter conceded that it'll be hard to overcome Ullmark. "It's 
still Sorokin when taking into account the team quality in front and the 
shot quality against, but I'm hardly going to be upset when Ullmark wins 
it. What a ridiculous season he's having," they said. 

The other goalie to receive a first-place vote is Hellebuyck. He's 27-19-2 
in 48 games, with a .919 save percentage and a 2.62 goals-against 
average. The 2020 Vezina winner is arguably the Jets' MVP in their push 
for the playoffs. He's second to Anaheim's John Gibson in both shots 
faced and saves made this season. 

Other goalies mentioned by voters were Jake Oettinger of the Dallas 
Stars, Alexandar Georgiev of the Colorado Avalanche and Juuse Saros 
of the Nashville Predators. 

"Saros probably won't be dragging the Predators into the playoffs, but 
that's what happens when your team is scoring like a lottery team," a 
voter said. "He is among the top five in every meaningful analytic." 

Selke Trophy (best defensive forward) 

Leader: Patrice Bergeron, Boston Bruins 

Finalists: Mitchell Marner, Toronto Maple Leafs; Jordan Staal, Carolina 
Hurricanes 

Bergeron is well on his way to extending his NHL record for Selke wins to 
six, as the Bruins captain earned first-place votes on all but two ballots. 

"He's Patrice Bergeron. Next question," a voter concluded. 

The Bruins give up 1.16 goals every 60 minutes at 5-on-5 with Bergeron 
on the ice. Their goalies have a .956 save percentage when he's out 
there. He's a contributor to the best penalty kill in the NHL (86.6%). He 
wins over 60% of his faceoffs. 

"I want to be cool and bold and pick Jordan Staal or Mikael Backlund 
here, but it's Bergeron. It's always Bergeron," another voter said. 

As the Bruins chase history in the regular season, Bergeron is a key 
reason why. 

"It would be so deserving for Bergeron to get another Cup to cement his 
astounding and unconventional legacy," another voter noted. 

The other players to receive first-place votes for the Selke were Staal 
and Marner. 

The Hurricanes allow 2.09 goals per 60 minutes when Staal is on the ice. 
He's the fulcrum for one of the NHL's best defensive lines (with Jesper 
Fast and Jordan Martinook). He wins 54.3% of his faceoffs. 

The Leafs give up 2.10 goals per 60 minutes at 5-on-5 when Marner is 
on the ice. He plays on the team's penalty kill and adeptly uses his speed 
to make plays defensively. 

One voter just wanted to see Marner win in order to break the 
stranglehold centers have had on the Selke since 2003. "Time for a 
winger to win," the voter who put Marner first said. 

Other players mentioned by our voters were Nico Hischier of the New 
Jersey Devils, who was in the top three last month, Elias Pettersson of 
the Vancouver Canucks, and Brandon Hagel of the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 

Lady Byng Trophy (gentlemanly play) 

This is the part where I mention that the Lady Byng Trophy for 
gentlemanly play should be voted on by the league's on-ice officials or by 
the NHL Players' Association. 

Once again, we'll have to give the nod to center Jack Hughes of the New 
Jersey Devils, who has 76 points in 58 games and just four penalty 
minutes. But Jaccob Slavin of the Hurricanes, who won the Byng in 2021, 
has just eight penalty minutes while averaging 22:14 per night of tough 
defensive play. 
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Jack Adams Award (best coach) 

Note: The NHL Broadcasters' Association votes on this award. 

Leader: Jim Montgomery, Boston Bruins 

Finalists: Bruce Cassidy, Vegas Golden Knights; Lindy Ruff, New Jersey 
Devils 

One of our voters put it best: "What an awesome story to watch." 

Montgomery was fired by the Dallas Stars in December 2019 for 
"unprofessional conduct." He announced he had checked into rehab for 
alcohol abuse in January 2020. That September, he was hired as an 
assistant coach with the St. Louis Blues. In June 2022, he was hired as 
the head coach of the Bruins and has been credited for turning them into 
the juggernaut that's challenging NHL regular-season records. 

"Boston has not slowed down, and after the trade deadline, the team is 
even more stocked for a Cup run," a voter said. 

Another voter had Montgomery first, but conceded that "Lindy Ruff isn't 
far away." 

Ruff was one of three coaches to receive first-place votes other than 
Montgomery. The Devils coach has overseen one of the most dramatic 
turnarounds in recent memory: New Jersey tallied just 63 points last 
season, and Money Puck projects them to finish with around 112 points 
this season. 

"No matter what happens in 'The Eastern Octagon,' Ruff belongs in this 
conversation," another voter said. 

The next coach to receive the most support was Cassidy, who has kept 
the Golden Knights on track despite their early goaltending concerns and 
a series of injuries during the season. 

The other coach to receive a first-place vote was Dean Evason of the 
Minnesota Wild. 

"Look at the goal differential. They have to play close games in order to 
win," another voter said. "They have a defensive system that, if it came 
with goals to go with it, we'd be talking about them in another way. That 
is not to take away from Jim Montgomery, who has been damn near 
perfect. But there is also something to be said about what Evason is 
doing with the Wild." 

Other coaches who received attention included Dave Hakstol of the 
Seattle Kraken, Rod Brind'Amour of the Carolina Hurricanes and Andre 
Tourigny, who made the Arizona Coyotes better than anyone anticipated 
this season. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs refuse to throw in towel against Devils, end 
road trip on high note 

 

Ryan Dixon | @dixononsports 

March 8, 2023, 12:02 AM 

 

NEWARK — They’re a little weary and a bit dinged up, but the Toronto 
Maple Leafs are coming home happy. 

For a good portion of Tuesday night, it seemed like Toronto would finish 
its five-game road trip with a loss to the high-flying New Jersey Devils. 
But Michael Bunting and Auston Matthews scored late goals less than 

two minutes apart, as the Leafs snatched a 4-3 victory at the Prudential 
Center. 

What they lacked in pretty Toronto made up for with persistence, refusing 
to throw in the towel despite having visited three time zones in the past 
week and playing without two-thirds of its usual second line. 

“Just perseverance and never giving up,” said Matthews, whose power-
play marker with 2:53 to go in the third was the difference. “Last game of 
a pretty long road trip and one of those games you just kind of grind out 
and that's what we did.” 

All that grinding was done with Ryan O’Reilly and John Tavares — 
typically the centre and left winger on the second line — not in the lineup, 
as O’Reilly had surgery on his broken finger earlier in the day and the 
team said it was just being extremely cautious keeping Tavares on the 
sidelines as the captain just didn’t quite feel like himself. 

That left Toronto with a second line featuring William Nylander and Calle 
Jarnkrok flanked by one of the recent trade acquisitions, Sam Lafferty. 
Sure enough, that trio opened the scoring in the second period after 
Toronto had been outshot 15-4 by Jersey in the first. The scoring play 
started when Lafferty blew into the Devils zone, forcing the defence to 
back off a bit. That created a nice seam for him to drop a pass to 
Nylander, who in turn used his backhand to dish a nifty feed over to 
Jarnkrok. By the time the puck got to him at the side of the net, all 
Jarnkrok had to do was shovel it into an empty cage. 

Asked if he was surprised his fellow Swede was able to thread the 
needle through three Devils, Jarnkrok referenced the passer’s reputation. 
“Well, I mean, it's ‘Willie Styles,’” he said with a grin. “If anyone can do it, 
it's him.” 

Nylander may have been responsible for the juicy apple, but Lafferty’s 
contributions — on that play and others — caught the attention of 
Sheldon Keefe, the former’s coach now for all four games. 

“I thought Lafferty really came alive in the second period, really started to 
skate through the neutral zone with the puck,” Keefe said. “I thought that 
really got them on their heels a few times. Obviously a big play on the 
goal and a good play by [Nylander and Jarnkrok] to get to the net. That's 
obviously an important goal for us. But like I said, I really saw signs of 
what Lafferty is capable of in terms of putting the other team on their 
heels with his speed. He's done that at different times in the earlier 
games with us, but it was more off the puck in getting up the ice and 
applying pressure. Today it was with the puck and carrying it through the 
neutral zone, which is probably a by-product of playing at center.” 

Lafferty may have helped keep the Devils honest at times, but the 
opening 20 minutes were all New Jersey and the sole reason Toronto 
didn’t find itself down a goal or two was the stellar play of Ilya Samsonov. 
The big saves started right out of the gate, when the Leafs stopper made 
two huge stops in quick succession. When Jesper Bratt put a 2-on-1 
pass on a tee for Jack Hughes, Samsonov flashed his right pad across 
the crease and denied Hughes’ one-timer. Moments later, Bratt was 
feeding Timo Meier at the other side of the net and Samsonov again 
thwarted a one-timer. Later in the frame, Miles Wood drove wide with a 
head of steam, barreled across the top of the crease and tried to slip a 
backhander past Samsonov and the Russian was having none of it. 

Samsonov’s play allowed the Leafs to gather themselves and they 
returned to the ice a much better team after the intermission. “I thought 
we came out really hard in the second and obviously got our game back,” 
Matthews said. “They're a really good team over there. You’ve got to tip 
your hat. It was close all the way through. We just found a way.” 

For a minute, it seemed as though Toronto’s path to victory might be by 
flipping the script from its last game, when the Buds allowed two third-
period shorthanded goals to the Vancouver Canucks in a 4-1 loss on 
Saturday. This time out, it was Mitch Marner scoring an absolute gem of 
a shortie 4:57 into the third, picking Meier’s pocket before juking every 
which way on goalie Vitek Vanecek and sliding the puck home. 
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The good vibes were short-lived, though, as Ondrej Palat pulled Jersey 
back even with three seconds left on the same Nylander slashing 
penalty. When Erik Haula re-directed a bit of a weird one past Samsonov 
about three minutes later for his second of the game, it seemed like 
perhaps it just wasn’t the Leafs’ night. 

But the Blue and White refused to go out like that. 

“I just loved how our guys stayed with it,” Keefe said. 

Bunting capped a brilliant sequence that started when Justin Holl sprung 
David Kampf with a stretch pass into the Devils zone. Kampf sucked the 
Jersey defenders his way, then slid a beautiful backhand pass to Bunting 
as he streaked toward the net for his first tally in six games. Bunting — 
recently moved off the top line by Keefe — factored into the game-
winner, too, as he lifted his skate to ensure a pass from Nylander to the 
slot went through him and onto the stick of big No. 34. 

“I heard him calling for it,” Bunting said. “I heard it was him and clearly he 
was wide open, so I didn't want to get in the way of that. And he made 
that count.” 

He sure did. The marker gave Toronto a lead it didn’t relinquish and 
capped a journey Matthews said felt like a month away from home. 

“It's a great way to end our road trip and come out of it with a winning 
record [3-2-0],” Matthew said. “You get to go back home now and have a 
couple of days to recoup, reenergize and get going again.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames stay in playoff hunt after dramatic review, 
Markstrom's heroics 

 

Eric Francis | @EricFrancis 

March 8, 2023, 1:11 AM 

 

Half the Calgary Flames had left the bench, stomping into the dressing in 
anger over what they thought was the team’s latest overtime loss. 

Some even started undressing. 

Not Jacob Markstrom. 

The biggest reason the game had gotten that far stood patiently 
alongside Darryl Sutter and a handful of teammates who weren’t quite 
sure what to think as the league’s war room contemplated the possibility 
of overturning the play due to off-side. 

Mere seconds before banging in a rebound for the game’s only goal, 
Jared Spurgeon’s skates both clearly entered the Flames' zone ahead of 
the puck as he backed in with it and made a pass. 

Alas, the league determined that since Spurgeon didn’t have the puck on 
his tape as he crossed the line, he wasn’t deemed to have possession. 

No goal, giving the Flames another crack at keeping their slim playoff 
hopes alive. 

Less than 24 hours after Tyler Toffoli breathed new life into the team with 
a last-second game-winner in Dallas, he capped the shootout by finding 
Filip Gustavsson’s five-hole to play the hero again in a crucial 1-0 win in 
St. Paul over the Wild. 

“I think there was 10 of us in the room,” said Toffoli, smiling. “We thought 
the game was over, obviously. 

“There was some gear (off) — I’m not going to name names. 

“My jersey might have been off. 

“Obviously we heard everyone screaming to get back out there and 
Darryl told us to get our heads back into it, and we found a way.” 

Markstrom tried to remain calm on the bench, as the dramatic turn of 
events unfolded. 

“Instead of being mad and losing it, I just figured I’d stay on the bench 
until it was confirmed,” said Markstrom, who made a season-high 40 
saves to post his first goose egg of the season. 

“I just waited. 

“I didn’t want to get my hopes up. 

“I didn’t want to get upset and lose my head. I just wanted to stay 
focused.” 

He did, staying perfect in the final minute of overtime before stopping 
three of four shots in the shootout. 

Tuesday’s win marked the first time all season a Flames netminder stole 
a game. 

Full marks to the embattled netminder who has done well to bounce back 
from his season of horrors with his fourth-straight solid effort. 

It’s his net for the rest of the season, and he’ll undoubtedly play the 
biggest role in determining whether this team can keep their playoff 
hopes intact. 

Tuesday’s unlikely win brought the Flames to within four points of idle 
Winnipeg for the final wild-card berth, and ended a horrific stretch of top 
teams and tight turnarounds. 

Anaheim visits the Flames Friday, with the hosts armed with all sorts of 
adrenaline following their first two-game win streak in six agonizing 
weeks. 

Signs of life. 

“Good to get some credit — his first shutout of the year and first star,” 
said Sutter of his netminder, who hadn’t won consecutive starts since 
before Christmas. “One or two rough games at home and everybody 
threw us under the bus, so good for him.” 

The league initiated the review of the overtime goal, but Sutter was quick 
to suggest the referees needed to look at it. 

“Gotta have possession,” he said. “When you’re skating backwards, 
you’ve got to have the puck on your stick. 

"The first thing I said is, 'they gotta look at that in a hurry,' because I don’t 
think it was on his stick.” 

Wild coach Dean Evason agreed. 

“We just looked at it — we thought it was offside,” he said. “He definitely 
released it before it got over the blue line by an inch. So yeah, hard to 
argue with that.” 

Outshot 40-26 and out-chanced 17-8 in high-danger opportunities, the 
Flames should make no apologies for finally leaving a building with the 
type of result that required a bit of the puck luck they’ve so sorely lacked 
this season. 

They stuck with it on the second half of a back-to-back that saw them 
travel 1,400 km overnight, to get revenge on a team that humbled them 
Saturday in Calgary. 

It took great goaltending, as well as nerves of steel from Nazem Kadri, 
who needed to convert his shootout opportunity to prolong the game, and 
set up Toffoli’s dramatic finish. 
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Instead of mobbing the team’s leading goal scorer, the bench emptied 
and immediately raced toward Markstrom. 

“Starts yesterday with a win — Toffoli with six seconds left was huge 
after we let them in the game again,” said Markstrom. 

“Honestly, I’m so happy for him,” added Toffoli. 

“Incredible guy, great teammate. 

“Obviously the start of the year wasn’t his greatest, and obviously a lot of 
people are all over him for it, but I think he’s really stepped up, especially 
these last two games. 

“Glad we could get him a win.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens all playing to prove they can do more than just 
belong 

 

Eric Engels | @EricEngels 

March 8, 2023, 12:16 AM 

 

MONTREAL -- “I don’t want to just belong, I want to contribute,” said 
Jake Allen. 

Those were the words the goaltender uttered after making 36 saves on 
Tuesday in a tough 4-3 shootout loss his Montreal Canadiens suffered to 
the Carolina Hurricanes, who’ve been the second-winningest team in the 
NHL since the start of the season. 

He’s a 32-year-old in possession of 10 years of NHL experience, a 
Stanley Cup ring, and a whole lot of wisdom. But in expressing this 
sentiment, Allen was no different than the greenest of green players on 
the Canadiens, which is a big reason this team continues to be so 
competitive night after night. 

Take Jesse Ylonen, who’s 23 and just beginning to emerge as a regular 
in this league. After he skated 20 impressive shifts on the team’s top line 
next to Nick Suzuki, the feisty Finn said, “That’s my goal — to not just be 
here and play here but to be a good player here.” 

Take Michael Pezzetta, who was scratched ad nauseam at the beginning 
of the season but has proven indispensable over the second half. 

He scored his fifth goal of the season in the second period and made a 
miraculous save for Allen in the third and later described the will of his 
group as follows: 

“I think it’s very high,” said Pezzetta. “Obviously, you have a lot of guys 
called up looking for contracts and other guys trying to prove they still 
belong, but all of us have it that any time you put that CH on your chest 
and just look up in the dressing room right now at the pictures of these 
legends on these walls, how can you not have a lot of pride when you 
have this jersey on?” 

The Canadiens have been trying to build a brand and a style of play, 
while also bringing up their pride level in this season of development. 

When you see them come back from a tough western swing through San 
Jose, Los Angeles, Anaheim and Las Vegas and gut their way through a 
game like Tuesday’s, against such a quality opponent, it seems clear 
they’re succeeding. 

The Canadiens took 2-0 and 3-2 leads, blocked 25 Hurricanes shots, 
threw 17 hits, pushed the pace in overtime, and only succumbed in the 

shootout after taking the lead with goals from Rem Pitlick and Nick 
Suzuki. 

In the end, they could hold their heads high regardless of the results. 

“You play in this league, you don’t take it for granted and you want to 
earn everything you get, and I think the guys are bringing that every day,” 
said Canadiens coach Martin St. Louis. “It’s fun to see, and it’s really fun 
working with this group. It’s a really good group, and I’m proud of the 
guys.” 

There are a lot of them playing like they have something to prove every 
time they pull on the jersey. 

Add to Pezzetta and Ylonen a guy like Alex Belzile, who’s finally getting a 
crack at 31 years old and taking advantage of it. 

He scored his third goal of the season to get the Canadiens on the board 
Tuesday. 

Coming back to Allen — who made incredible saves in this game, 
including a throwback, double-pad stacking, glove-raiser on Jaccob 
Slavin — it wasn’t long ago he was rehabbing an injury and talking about 
doing whatever was best for the team. Even if it meant surrendering his 
net to Samuel Montembeault, who was on a major heater in Allen’s 
absence. 

But if you thought Allen would just roll over, he’s done anything but since 
returning on Jan. 26. 

“You always have to prove are you still good enough to play in the 
league,” the goaltender who’s posted a .912 save percentage over his 
last 10 starts said. “That’s the way I’ve always looked at it. Never feel 
complacent, never take this position for granted; there’s only 64 goalies 
in the league. It’s a great job and I’m always trying to prove I can still be a 
good goalie in this league. I don’t want to be a guy just riding the pine. 
Eventually that’s going to be my role, but I try to prove to myself every 
day that I’m still good enough to be a good goalie in this league. Any day 
that you no longer have that fire, you should probably pack it in.” 

A lot of people questioned whether or not Jonathan Drouin still had it. 

We asked him point-blank about it in Anaheim last week, and he said he 
loves hockey as much as he ever has. 

“If you speak to a lot of guys in the room, they’d be ready to say I watch 
the most hockey and I watch a lot of video,” Drouin responded. 

“I’ll keep playing this game for as long as they let me,” he added. 

Watching the 27-year-old collect 14 points in his last 16 games, watching 
him play inspired hockey on a nightly basis over the last two months, and 
watching him do a lot of the dirty work on his line with Josh Anderson and 
Mike Hoffman in this game, it’s clear those aren’t just words. 

We’ll never know if Drouin intended to make a brilliant pass to Hoffman 
for Montreal’s second goal against Carolina — it was knocked off his 
stick by Shayne Gostisbehere and straight onto Hoffman’s — but he 
definitely meant to drive the net and open up the space Hoffman took 
advantage of. 

Drouin has the skill to make a play like the one he appeared to be 
making to Hoffman, but to see him have the will and competitiveness in 
all the other areas says much about how he’s not just trying to prove he 
belongs. 

Drouin’s also trying to prove he’ll contribute. 

“I think he’s a hell of a hockey player,” said Allen. “He’s one of the 
smartest hockey minds I’ve been around just talking hockey and talking 
shop. He’s a hockey genius, really. And I feel he’s got that little bit of a 
spark again. It’s his contract year and things like that, and it’s been a 
tough couple of years for him, but it’s good to see him reignite that fire. 

“It’s good for our team. He’s a contributor right now, and I’m happy for 
him.” 
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Pezzetta said the same, calling Drouin a player he’s looking up to at the 
moment. 

“To see him chip pucks in and be on the forececk winning puck battles; 
it’s something for a younger guy that you look at and can’t help but 
respect it,” he said. “He’s a high-skilled player and he’s out there getting 
greasy, getting in the corners. You see all our guys doing it, and it’s fun 
to watch right now.” 

St. Louis is enjoying it. He said his team deserved a better result 
because “the guys gave everything they had.” 

They’re playing like they all have something to prove. 
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JUST WHEN SHE THOUGHT SHE WAS OUT  

 

By Emily Sadler 

 

Daryl Watts went from 22-year-old retiree to the highest paid player in 
women’s pro hockey. Now, she’s got her eyes on the playoffs, and doing 
everything she can to make sure her record doesn’t last. 

D aryl Watts was sitting on the team bus, fresh off an elimination loss to 
Northeastern that had ended her Wisconsin Badgers’ hopes of repeating 
as national champions. It was March 2022, and the NCAA Division-I star 
was disappointed, sure of one thing about the road ahead of her, and 
fielding questions from her teammates. 

“Daryl, you’re really done with hockey now?,” they asked. “You’re never 
going to play again?” 

Having long made peace with a future outside the game, she answered 
with a shrug and a laid-back, “… yeah.” 

The winger had led her college club in scoring five years straight and 
never dipped below a point-per-game pace. Her 297 career points placed 
her second on the all-time NCAA scoring list. She was 22 years old and 
at the top of her sport. And Daryl Watts was done with hockey. 

“That whole year, I knew that at the end of the season, I was done,” says 
Watts. “I feel like people would expect me to say, like, ‘Ah, I’m so sad’ 
after every game [that season] because I knew I had one less game, but 
I wasn’t. 

“Leaving this hockey bubble … I was excited just to open myself up to 
the world and see what was out there.” 

While hockey had been her life’s work, it was never her intention to make 
it a career. Sure, she loved the game, but could she earn a living playing 
it? Whenever Watts envisioned the lifestyle she wanted to lead and 
family she hoped to have, she’d been keenly aware that playing 
professional hockey was not going to help make it a reality. 

“I’ve always wanted to have a really great career. I’m really competitive 
with hockey, so [I wanted] to kind of use that drive, channel that into a 
new career and see how successful I could be,” she says. “But last year, 
at the time, I didn’t think that pursuing professional women’s hockey 
could set me down the path of, you know, achieving a really comfortable 
lifestyle and also creating wealth for my kids.” 

She’d long understood that while her male peers could expect lucrative 
contracts at various levels of professional hockey, her potential earnings 
were limited, her dreams fueled by her passion for the game. While the 
Premier Hockey Federation had made some significant financial strides 
and the Professional Women’s Hockey Players Association’s ongoing 

campaign for a sustainable stage for some of the game’s top players was 
rumoured to be ever closer to a solution, Watts didn’t view either path as 
the right one for her. 

So, upon the conclusion of her college career, the Division-I standout 
stepped away from the game. A career in commercial real estate was, 
she felt, the more financially viable option. 

“Leaving this hockey bubble, I was excited just to open myself up to the 
world and see what was out there.” 

The Toronto native couldn’t know that less than a year later, she’d be 
stepping onto the ice at York’s Canlan Sports Arena, donning No. 4 as 
the newest member of the PHF’s Toronto Six. Her contract, a two-year 
pact made official on Jan. 19, carries an average annual value of 
$88,500 and pays Watts a record $150,000 for 2023-24 — the highest 
salary ever announced for a professional women’s hockey player in 
North America, surpassing the groundbreaking $80,000 deal signed by 
Buffalo Beauts forward Mikyla Grant-Mentis in September. It’s also the 
first sign of what player compensation could look like in the wake of the 
PHF’s December announcement that its $750,000 salary cap for 2022-23 
will double to $1.5 million starting next season. 

Watts thought she was done with hockey — she thought she had to be. 
“But the doubling of the salary cap in December kind of changed my 
perspective,” she says. 

That she’s back in the game she loves and building towards the future 
she wants marks a new chapter, not just for Watts but for elite female 
hockey players everywhere. She believes her record-setting contract is 
just the beginning, and that many more of her peers will ink 
unprecedented deals this summer in what is poised to be the league’s 
most lucrative off-season yet. 

But first, she’s got a championship to play for. And while money talks, 
she’s hoping her play will speak for itself. 

W atts walks into a large viewing room at Canlan Sports before practice 
in mid-February wearing heather grey sweatpants and a black puffer 
jacket, her long brown hair gathered into a messy bun. There’s always 
something happening at the bustling York hockey hub, the six-pad arena 
that is Watts’ new hockey home, but here it’s quiet. There’s a line of 
chairs along the wall-to-wall plexiglass window. She sits down, propping 
her feet on the window’s ledge, and looks out over a pair of fresh sheets 
awaiting their next skaters. Just six games into her PHF career, Watts is 
still getting used to a life back in hockey, but she looks right at home. She 
is home, after all. 

Watts grew up in Etobicoke’s Kingsway neighbourhood. It was there, on 
the backyard rink built by her dad, that she first donned skates at age two 
or three, motivated — as so many younger siblings are — to follow in the 
strides of her older brother. 

“If he’d never played hockey I don’t know if I would have ever played,” 
she says. “I mean, hockey’s so crazy in Toronto, maybe I would have. 
But I just wanted to do everything my brother did.” 

Out there on the backyard rink each winter, she wasn’t just Jackson’s 
little sister — she was Mats Sundin, her favourite Maple Leaf; she was 
Sidney Crosby, fresh off his rookie season in the NHL. 

“My dad has some stories about like, just me being on the backyard rink 
really late at night by myself scoring goals and then celebrating to no 
one” she says with a laugh. “And it would be freezing out and I would 
never come inside.” 

Soon, it was clear that Watts didn’t need to pretend to be a star, she was 
one. Out there on the ice at rinks across the GTA — while playing on her 
brother’s minor league team, while rising through the AA system with the 
Toronto Aeros and Mississauga Chiefs of the Provincial Women’s 
Hockey League — she was Daryl Watts, member of Team Canada’s U-
18 team and future college hockey standout. 

“I think when I was really young, I wanted to play in the NHL,” she says. 
“But then as I got a bit older, I was like, ‘I’m a girl — I can’t play in the 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 7, 2023 

 

NHL, so I’m just going to play because I love hockey.’ And then it was 
probably, ‘Oh, I want to be an Olympian and go to an NCAA D-I school.’” 

Her dad, Michael, recognized his daughter’s talent and love for the game 
early on and started bringing in skills coaches for her and her brother. 

“I would say he’s pretty intense, and my biggest fan,” Watts says of her 
dad, a corporate lawyer in Toronto. She jokes that he’s felt like her agent 
from Day One, advocating for his daughter and seeking out every 
resource available to help her thrive. Mom, Barbara, has also always 
been supportive of every endeavour, “but I would say my dad’s more 
intense. 

“From really early on, he was putting me in extra skill sessions — like, 
literally from the time I was five years old. On that backyard rink he built, 
he would have skating coaches come out for my brother and I, to shoot 
on the net and all that stuff,” she says. 

Watts recalls the first moment her Division-I dream felt within reach. At a 
summer tournament during her time playing for the Toronto Aeros of the 
Provincial Women’s Hockey League, an Ivy-League head coach 
approached her and Michael post-game. 

“She talked to my dad in the parking lot and was like, ‘You know, your 
daughter’s really good … there’s opportunities for her to go to D-I 
schools.’” Watts says. “That was kind of like a ‘woah’ moment for us, 
because it was like, ‘Oh my gosh, the best university in the world, they 
want me to come to their school?’ 

“That was eye-opening.” 

J ust a few years later, all eyes were on the freshman forward as she 
burst onto the NCAA Division-I scene after securing a full scholarship at 
her school of choice, Boston College. Suiting up on the Eagles’ top line 
alongside centre Caitrin Lonergan in 2017-18, an 18-year-old Watts put 
up historic numbers: 42 goals and 82 points in 38 games, including 25 
multi-point and 11 multi-goal games. She was held off the scoresheet just 
twice all year, averaging more than two points per game, and concluded 
the campaign as the national scoring leader while setting new records for 
the most goals, assists, and points by a freshman in Hockey East, the 
New England-based college conference in which the Eagles play. She 
also matched the conference records for most goals and points in a 
single season by a player of any age. Her 2017-18 season totals remain 
the second-best in Eagles’ history. 

“That was a really special year,” says Watts, who earned NCAA rookie-
of-the-year honours for her efforts as well as the Cammi Granato Award 
as Hockey East’s best player before topping it all off with the Patty 
Kazmaier Award, given annually to the best player in all of college 
women’s hockey. She remains the only underclassman to ever win the 
award. 

And yet, the season still disappointed Watts, whose Eagles were 
knocked out as the No. 1 seed in the second round of the divisional 
playoffs and then ousted by Ohio State in the Elite Eight of the NCAA 
tournament. 

“I just remember thinking, ‘What does it even mean to be a Patty Kaz 
winner if you’re not at the championship weekend with your teammates 
competing for the title?’” 

“That really stung,” she says. She pauses, like that first college playoff 
loss is still fresh, and then describes a scene that’s fueled her ever since. 
She’d flown to Minnesota for the Kazmaier Award ceremony, held on the 
Saturday of championship weekend, and after accepting was on a flight 
back to Boston. 

“So I was at home, a Patty Kaz winner … And I just remember [thinking], 
‘What does it even mean to be a Patty Kaz if you’re not at the 
championship weekend with your teammates competing for the title?’ 

“Like, I would rather have the championship than this title. I was happy … 
but I wanted more,” she says. “I just had this moment, and I can 
remember it being like, ‘This is great, but like, I’m not as happy as I 
should be because I wanted our team to be playing that weekend.” 

Her sophomore year ended in similar fashion with another early post-
season exit for the Eagles. It also presented Watts with a series of 
individual setbacks right from the start. The return of a handful of U.S. 
Olympians post-PyeongChang centralization saw her separated from 
Lonergan, stripped of her power-play role, and spending half the season 
on the fourth line with a steep drop in playing time. Still, she led the 
squad in points. But it was a struggle. 

“I wasn’t excited to go to the rink,” says Watts of her sophomore year. “I 
just kind of fell out of love with hockey.” 

She knew she needed to make a change. So, when Lonergan made the 
decision to enter the transfer portal — a rare move among women’s 
players, and even rarer among the game’s notable stars — Watts 
decided she would do the same. Three (nervous) days after declaring her 
intention to transfer, she heard from the school she’d hoped would come 
calling: Wisconsin, powerhouse program and reigning national champs. 

Like she had at Boston College, Watts wasted no time acquainting 
herself with her new surroundings upon joining the Badgers, producing 
offence early and often and leading the team in assists (49) and points 
(74) while averaging 2.06 points a game and landing herself back in the 
Patty Kazmaier conversation as a top-10 finalist. When the 2020 NCAA 
tournament was cancelled due to COVID-19, it meant waiting for another 
crack at her ultimate goal, but she got there the following spring when, 
after a condensed regular season, she helped lead Wisconsin to a 
national championship, topping it off with the overtime game-winner in 
the final. 

“I don’t even know how to describe it,” she says, beaming. “We did what 
we set out to do, what we’d been working towards for the past two years. 
It was just incredible.” 

By the end of her third year at Wisconsin and fifth college season overall, 
Watts had put together one of the finest resumes in the game, leading 
her team in points all five years and finishing as a Patty Kazmaier finalist 
four times (including another top-three nod in 2020-21). But on that post-
loss bus ride to the airport, surrounded by her fellow Badgers, overlooked 
by Canada’s national women’s team and unable to see a future in which 
she could make a viable living as a pro, she did what far too many elite 
female hockey players do before they even have a chance to enter their 
prime: She made it official and hung up her skates, intent on turning the 
page. 

She’d been accepted into a Master’s program at Wisconsin to pursue 
commercial real estate, but got cold feet just a few days before she was 
to start, the decision not quite sitting right with her. Instead, she spent 
that fall at home in Toronto, wanting to see what else might be out there 
and looking up programs more closely related to her passions in 
television and film production. 

And then, in December, she saw the news that would change her entire 
outlook on her future, reopening a door she thought had been locked for 
good. 

T oronto Six general manager Angela James was at the team’s staff 
Christmas party when she got word of the PHF doubling its salary cap for 
the 2023-24 season — “a beautiful Christmas present,” says the first-
year GM of the well-timed news. “I said, ‘Oh, I guess everybody likes me 
now!’” 

The jump to $1.5 million in 2023-24 marked the third significant cap hike 
in as many years, making for a 900-per cent overall increase since 2020-
21, when it was set at $150,000. That progress is the most outward-
facing sign of the steady financial growth the league has seen of late, 
and an impressive follow-up to the January 2022 announcement of a 
$25-million commitment from its board of directors to be used for direct 
payments and benefits to players over the three years to follow. It also 
gives the PHF the largest salary cap of any women’s professional sports 
league in North America. (The WNBA’s salary cap for 2023 is $1.42 
million, though with fewer players per roster their athletes earn higher 
salaries on average. Based on the latest CBA, which sets the cap growth 
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at three per cent annually, the WNBA’s cap will reach $1.5 million in 
2025.) 

Shortly after the new year, another exciting development landed in 
James’s inbox. Watts had reached out, exploring the idea of suiting up 
for the Six for the 2023-24 season. 

James was excited, and immediately intrigued. She’d reached out to 
Watts last spring to ask about her future plans in the game and whether 
she would be interested in playing for the Six in 2022-23. “When I spoke 
with her, she had indicated that she was no longer going to play hockey, 
which I thought was kind of shocking,” James says. While the GM admits 
she “didn’t really understand” the reasons behind Watts’ early retirement, 
she respected the decision and moved on. 

“I know that her initial reasoning was because she felt that she couldn’t 
make a living. A lot of these girls coming out of pretty prestigious schools 
with great educations, you know, are you gonna play hockey full-time and 
make $30,000, $40,000, $50,000, $70,000, where they can work full-time 
[outside of hockey], make $100,000, $150,000 and, you know, start their 
careers?” James says. “Even this year, that was, I think, a bit of a 
balancing act for even some of our existing players, even though they 
were making a half-decent wage. But, you know, to give up their careers 
to play full-time — because the expectations now, on full-time, I don’t 
think a lot of people understand the grind, what it takes to play 
professional … You’re expected to be there, whether you’re injured, sick 
or missing a limb.” 

After a positive first phone call in early January, Watts and James spoke 
again — this time, with Michael taking on the role of agent to talk 
numbers. Watts had also reached out to other teams — it was initially a 
four-horse race between Boston, Buffalo, Connecticut and Toronto — but 
in her mind, Toronto was the one that stood out from the start. 

“Right from the beginning, Toronto was my number one choice,” says 
Watts. While she also looked into the PWHPA — she’d heard the reports 
over the past year of the association’s plan to launch a league with the 
help of investors — she never had any talks with the organization, 
choosing to focus her efforts on the PHF. 

“Just the growth of the league impressed me the most, I’d say. What 
other pro league in the entire world sees growth like this?” she says. 
“There’s something to believe in there.” 

James doesn’t take for granted the fact she’s able to be the one not just 
rewarding some of the game’s most talented players but bringing them 
back to the rink overall. 

“I’m glad that Daryl found the love back. And if it was money that brought 
her back, well, you know, there’s nothing wrong with that. I’m just glad 
she’s back in the game.” 

“I just thought it was just absolutely phenomenal, even last year when I 
just started in the position … the fact that I was able to hand out salaries 
that I handed out last year for the girls to play hockey,” says James. “We 
never had a professional league when I was growing up, so the fact that 
I’m able to still be a part of this journey with the PHF and what they’re 
doing and the ownerships and the sponsorships and everybody who’s 
really seeing this league take off.” 

James sees Watts’ signing as a continuation of the league’s rapid 
growth. 

“You bring in the salaries, you’re going to attract the talent pool, and then 
that’s going to elevate the game and that’s going to bring in the 
sponsorships. And then from there, you elevate again, salaries, you bring 
in more talent, because this is where people are going to want to play,” 
she says, adding that Watts’ contract also marked the first time James 
had signed a player to a two-year deal — another sign of progress. 
“We’re the only league in existence right now that players are getting 
paid to play. I think that it’s only going to get larger. We’re going to go 
through stages where we’re going to maintain, and grow, but we’re only 
going to get stronger. 

“I’m glad that Daryl found the love back. And if it was money that brought 
her back, well, you know, there’s nothing wrong with that,” says James. 
“I’m just glad she’s back in the game.” 

O nce the terms of her contract were released, Watts got a stream of 
texts from friends and family members and former teammates chiming in 
to send their congratulations. 

“I just didn’t know the impact it would have on so many people,” she 
says. “So, that’s been great to see.” 

The PHF does not mandate the release of salary information — that 
decision is entirely each player’s to make. But Watts knew she wanted to 
make hers public, to show her peers that things are changing — that you 
can love the game, play the game, and earn a competitive wage in the 
process. 

“Releasing the contract was important because players from other 
leagues, hopefully — and they have — they see this big number and 
hopefully they think in their heads, ‘Wow, okay, this is serious money. No 
other league in the women’s hockey world has this money,’” she says. 
“’So, if I want to be paid like a true professional, I need to join the PHF for 
next season so that, you know, my dream of making a healthy income 
will come true.’ 

“The PHF looks really incredible because of the money they can make.” 

While she held off making it public for a week after signing, wanting first 
to acquaint herself with her new teammates, Watts believes the message 
her contract sends about the trajectory of the league, and women’s 
hockey overall, is an important one. 

“It’s been fun to talk to some of the younger girls on Wisconsin right now 
who are really incredible players because it’s like, ‘Look at what’s waiting 
for you in three years.'” 

“It feels good to be rewarded for, I guess, my hockey resumé, my NCAA 
career, my objective statistics,” she says. “And I think that’s also a great 
message to players in the NCAA today who are performing at a really 
high level, like, putting up points: You will be rewarded. Maybe not by the 
national team, but you’ll be rewarded with a dollar figure for your 
performance in the way that NHL players are — you know, the highest 
point-getters in the NHL get the best contracts. 

“It’s been fun to talk to some of the younger girls on Wisconsin right now 
who are really incredible players because it’s like, ‘Look at what’s waiting 
for you in three years,’” she continues. “It’s just so exciting for them. I’m 
really trying to encourage them to, you know, keep it up and get 
rewarded for it.” 

Being the PHF’s highest-salaried player isn’t a title Watts ever expected 
to hold, and she says it’s not one she wants to keep. She hopes this deal 
opens the door for even bigger contracts to be signed this off-season. “It 
should be a cycle, the bar raised each time. You see that in the NHL,” 
she says. “My salary should just continue to push the next deals up and 
up and up. And we’re not making millions of dollars. It’s still about just 
trying to have a good lifestyle.” 

After a long layoff — between her final game with the Badgers last March 
and her first practice with the Six in January, Watts hadn’t once laced up 
her skates — she’s starting to feel more like her old self. 

“I’m not at 100 per cent right now, so it’s like, ‘Oh, I’m the highest-paid 
women’s hockey player — well, you know, I better start performing like it.’ 
But I’m not trying to be too hard on myself,” she says. 

Watts is viewing this stretch of games like a runway on which she’s 
picking up speed before she really takes off. 

“I want to help this team win a championship. Like, what’s better than 
helping your team win the championship? I feel right now, like, I’m not — 
and it hurts me to say this — I’m not helping my team win games right 
now just because I’m not at the level that I want to be at,” she says. “I 
want to be playing with all my abilities by the time playoffs come. 
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“I’m just really looking forward to being myself on the ice. It’s been a 
grind and I’m still not there yet, but hopefully [by the playoffs] I’ll be 
there.” 

James understands Watts will take more time to “get up to game speed.” 
A major negotiating point, in fact, was her insisting Watts join the team 
right away — not next season, as was Watts’ initial intention — so she 
could make an impact come playoff time this spring.  Watts registered 
her first career assist in her PHF debut on Jan. 21 and scored her first 
goal in game No. 4 on Feb. 5. Her best outing yet, a two-assist effort 
against the Minnesota Whitecaps in her 10th game, helped the Six 
complete the series sweep and clinch a top-two place in the league 
standings as well as home-ice advantage for the first round of the 
playoffs. Toronto concludes the regular season at home this weekend 
against the first-place Boston Pride with the No. 1 seed on the line. 

When she’s not on the ice, Watts is working with NHL trainer Gary 
Roberts to build back the muscle she’d purposely been trying to shed in 
retirement. She’s excited to see her five-foot-six frame undergo another 
transformation — one that more closely follows the trend we see in 
today’s NHL of lean upper-bodies with all the power coming from a 
strong base. 

“I don’t need the big shoulders, the big traps, that I had at Wisconsin. I’m 
trying to shed that so I’m light, so I’ll be faster,” she says. 

As for her competitiveness and desire to win it all? That never left her. 

“Playoff hockey is the best time of the year. It’s what you work for from 
the beginning of the season. I wasn’t there at the beginning of the 
season, but now I’m here,” she says. “I just think of winning the national 
championship. That was the best time of my life. So, winning the Isobel 
Cup, what could be better?” 

Watts is embracing the hockey career she earned, but never expected, 
and now when she looks ahead to her future, she sees that it’s possible 
to reach her goals on skates. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 'Good for him': Rasmus Sandin needed a trade to get his 
break 

 

Luke Fox | @lukefoxjukebox 

March 7, 2023, 12:07 PM 

 

Individual success in the National Hockey League can be boiled down to 
two basic stages: 1. Opportunity and 2. Doing Something with It. 

In the fascinating case of Rasmus Sandin — GM Kyle Dubas’s original 
NHL draft pick — the defenceman never fully got to Stage 1 during his 
four-and-a-half years in the Toronto Maple Leafs’ system. At the very 
least, the opportunity Sandin has been handed through two games with 
the Washington Capitals has exceeded that given to him through 140 
games as a Leaf. 

With stud John Carlson sidelined indefinitely with a face injury and the 
retooling franchise shedding a couple of its other top blueliners at the 
trade deadline, Sandin has swiftly stepped in and stepped up. 

After his work visa got sorted, the affable Swede took the reins of 
Washington’s frightening top power-play unit and set a franchise record 
by posting three assists in his debut Saturday. 

Sandin followed up Monday with his first goal in his fresh sweater, a 
primary assist on Alexander Ovechkin’s patented power-play one-timer, 

and a career-high 25:06 in ice time. A fine way to celebrate his 23rd 
birthday (according to Swedish time). 

Five points in two games has rejuvenated a skilled but smallish player 
who was on track to be in the press box (again) if Toronto reached the 
postseason at full health on the back end. 

“It’s been different. I don’t know if I see myself as a No. 1 guy. We’ve got 
lots of good defencemen,” Sandin told reporters in Los Angeles Monday 
night. 

“It’s a difference, for sure, but it’s obviously a lot of fun to get that 
opportunity. It’s up to me to keep that spot. So, just gotta keep rolling.” 

While it would be foolish to rule a winner today on the trade that sent a 
2023 first-round pick (Boston’s) and veteran offensive D-man Erik 
Gustafsson to Toronto for Sandin, Washington’s early returns are 
promising. 

Let's be clear. Only one of these teams thinks of itself as a Stanley Cup 
contender this spring, and Toronto's management likes its chances better 
in 2023 without Sandin. 

“It wasn’t something I was expecting. Sad to leave the teammates, but at 
the same time excited for the opportunity to come here. It’s a great 
organization.“ Sandin said. 

"It's not just about coming here and being given that role that you want. 
You have to earn it. I'm very prepared for it, and I'm very excited for it." 

Sandin skates for a modest $1.4-million cap hit and is the Capitals’ only 
NHL-level left-shot defenceman locked up through 2023-24, at which 
point he’ll become a restricted free agent with arbitration rights. 

That’s fantastic value for a young puck-mover operating in your top four, 
particularly when his best shifts still lie ahead. 

It’s too much to pay for a seventh defenceman on a cap-strapped club 
when the coach doesn’t yet trust him in a physical seven-game series, 
however. 

In Washington, Sandin has started 72.7 per cent of his shifts in the 
offensive zone and gets to tee up the greatest goal-scorer of all time in 
his wheelhouse circle. 

“Looks like he’s been there before,” Sandin said, smiling. “It’s terrific to 
play with these guys and get a chance to do it.” 

Capitals' Ovechkin blasts vintage one-time goal off feed from Sandin 

In Toronto, Sandin wasn’t going to a shutdown-pair fixture anytime soon, 
and he faced an uphill battle wrestling PP1 quarterback duties from 
Morgan Rielly, still signed for seven seasons. 

Again, opportunity — not just money — was a factor in Sandin’s sticky 
contract negotiations with the Maple Leafs last summer. 

Under pressure to win ASAP, Dubas shed a promising player to save cap 
space, recoup a first-round pick plus a secondary piece. 

Capitals GM Brian MacLellan offered Dubas a choice of either a second 
(late-round) draft pick or pending UFA Erik Gustafsson. 

“You don’t really have guys flush with that ability offensively on the power 
play,” Dubas explained. “Rather than leave ourselves hanging there, we 
could get Gustafsson in the deal, who was probably going to cost us 
more than the (other) pick we were going to get back anyway. With his 
form this year with Washington, we felt it would be a good move for us to 
make. 

“We were excited to get him in here. We had talked about him in the 
summers. Sheldon and the coaching staff have talked about him 
throughout. That just made sense to tie off the depth part, in addition to 
getting the draft capital in that deal.” 

It’s believed that Dubas was open to the idea of flipping the first-rounder 
for another immediate roster boost last week. 
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After Friday’s deadline passed quietly, however, Dubas said either he’ll 
use the Bruins’ first-round pick to add “a higher-end prospect to our 
system” at the Nashville draft — “or survey what the market is going to 
be as we get into June in terms of trade.” 

Ultimately, how rental Gustafsson helps come playoffs and how Dubas 
uses that first-rounder will determine if the Sandin trade can still turn into 
a win for the Maple Leafs. 

But from Washington’s point of view, MacLellan is already looking pretty 
shrewd. 

“We like his age. We like his game,” MacLellan said. “He’s only going to 
get better going forward. We see, hopefully, a guy that we can build 
around moving forward, a young top-four defenceman that will play here 
a long time hopefully.” 

Capitals coach Peter Laviolette is already encouraged by Sandin’s ability 
to break out pucks, gain space, make a crisp first pass and add an 
element of speed from the back. 

Sandin notes the systems in Toronto and D.C. are similar and has been 
embraced by national treasure Nicklas Backstrom. 

“I haven’t been here very long, but it just seems like a super-tight group. 
I’m just excited to be a part of it. Four, five days I’ve been here, and 
everyone has welcomed me in very well,” Sandin said. “It’s a lot of fun to 
be here.” 

Sandin’s legitimate opportunity has arrived. 

So far, he’s doing something with it. 

“Good for him,” said close friend and Leafs winger William Nylander. “I’m 
happy for him.” 
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TSN.CA / Tavares feeling better, but ‘on board’ with decision to miss 
game 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The New Jersey Devils and Maple Leafs (optional) skated at the 
Prudential Center in Newark on Tuesday.  

--- 

John Tavares did not feel like himself when he woke up on Sunday 
morning.  

"Physical game the other night for myself and felt good completing the 
game and rest of the evening, but just woke up feeling a little tired," the 
centre said. "Just felt a little drained." 

The Leafs are nearing the end of a gruelling five-game road trip, which 
started in Seattle on Feb. 26. After beating the Kraken, the Leafs flew 
back East for games against Edmonton and Calgary on Wednesday and 
Thursday before heading to Vancouver for a game on Saturday 
afternoon. 

Toronto dressed 11 forwards against the Canucks and then saw Auston 
Matthews and Ryan O'Reilly miss shifts due to injury. Tavares ended up 
playing 21 minutes and 21 seconds, which was his fourth highest total of 
the season. He also absorbed a couple big hits. 

"You try to not get anxious about stuff, but certainly you want to feel 
better," said the 32-year-old, who sustained a concussion in the 2021 

playoffs. "I didn't feel horrible like I couldn't get out of bed or anything, but 
felt it was important to relay that messaging to the medical staff." 

With the Leafs only playing twice this week – Tuesday at New Jersey and 
Saturday at home to the Edmonton Oilers – the decision was made to 
hold Tavares out of Tuesday's tilt.   

Tavares was still a full participant at practice on Monday and stayed out 
late for extra work. On Tuesday morning, he again put in a full workout.  

"Woke up yesterday feeling great," he said. "Had a great sleep. Kind of 
really back to normal and same here today." 

Did the medical staff have to sell him on sitting out the game?  

"We all kind of came to the decision," Tavares said. "But, certainly, I think 
in these situations it's really important that they spearhead the call ... 
especially with the circumstances for us this week it just worked out that 
precautionary seemed like the best way to go. So, definitely on board 
with that and understood."  

Tavares has played in every game this season. He has only missed 10 
regular-season games during his five-year run in Toronto.  

"Obviously you want to play and put a lot into preparing yourself day in 
and day out and being durable and prepping yourself for a long season 
and all those things, but sometimes it's good to take a step back and be 
on the cautionary side." 

Tavares expects to play on Saturday.  

"I'm back to myself feeling normal, so it's more of just following the 
routine of things and what the protocols are and just looking at it as a 
precautionary measure for today." 

The Leafs are expected to take Wednesday and Thursday off before 
returning to practice on Friday. 

Fatigued Tavares, Leafs agree on taking time to rest up as precaution 
Maple Leafs captain John Tavares spoke about missing Tuesday's game 
against the Devils as a precaution in order to get some much-needed 
rest. As much as Tavares wants to be out there with his team, it was 
agreed that the best thing to do is for him to rest and get his bearings 
back following a physical game against the Canucks. 

--- 

O'Reilly underwent surgery on Tuesday to stabilize a fracture in a finger 
in his left hand.  

"I was told it went really well," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "The timeline is 
four weeks. With the nature of the injury, I think we'll see him back on 
skates pretty quickly and that's a good sign." 

--- 

The Leafs beat the Devils 2-1 during their last trip to New Jersey on Nov. 
23. What does Lindy Ruff remember about that game?  

"The three goals that were taken away," the Devils coach said with a 
laugh.  

After New Jersey's third disallowed goal, which came in the third period, 
fans littered the ice with debris forcing the Leafs to take shelter in their 
dressing room.  

"It's disappointing," fumed Tavares after the game. "It's dangerous. I think 
it felt better to beat the crowd than the Devils tonight." 

Mitch Marner was also upset. 

"It’s full beers," the winger noted that night. "We're not looking for that. 
We're not seeing it coming. Dodged a couple. It's a dangerous thing. I 
don't know [why] it's our fault … They're throwing it to try and hit us. It's 
the first I've ever seen. It's insane." 

Maybe it's the passage of times, but the Leafs now look back on that 
night fondly.  
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"That was kind of a crazy moment, but also fun to be a part of in a way," 
said defenceman Justin Holl. "It's a good story, if nothing else." 

"I've never gone back into the locker room mid-game," said winger Alex 
Kerfoot, "but it was fun and made it feel a little better that we ended up 
winning the game ... You don't want people actually throwing full beer 
cans at guys, but the fact that no one was hit, no one was injured, 
anything like that, it just made it one of those memorable nights." 

"It was a wild atmosphere, so hopefully we get that atmosphere," said 
William Nylander.  

Really?  

"No beers," Nylander said with a laugh, "but that atmosphere is good." 

"It was an exciting atmosphere to play in," Kerfoot agreed. "It always is 
here. It's kind of no different than tonight. They're playing really well right 
now." 

Leafs bracing for another wild New Jersey atmosphere, minus the beer 
tossing The last time Toronto played in New Jersey, the Maple Leafs 
snapped the Devils' 13-game win streak which prompted the fans to 
throw trash and beer cans on the ice. Looking back on that moment, 
considering no one was injured, the Leafs are hoping for a similar 
atmosphere tonight, minus the beer tossing of course. 

--- 

Back in that November game, the Devils were looking to establish a 
franchise record by winning a 14th straight game. There should also be a 
buzz in the air on Tuesday as big trade deadline acquisition Timo Meier 
makes his home debut.  

"It's definitely an exciting moment tonight to step on the ice here in this 
building," the 26-year-old winger said. "I'm excited to fuel off the energy 
of this crowd."  

Meier scored in his first game with New Jersey on Sunday. He's playing 
on a line with Jack Hughes and Jesper Bratt.  

"It makes them, certainly, a lot more dangerous, and kind of completes 
their forward group in a lot of ways," said Keefe. "In terms of the 5-on-5 
goals that are on that line that's the highest scoring line at 5-on-5 in the 
NHL. Without Meier this is the No. 1 offensive team in the league here 
and they've been playing well and dominating opponents." 

"It makes us a stronger four-line group," said Ruff of the Meier addition. 
"You notice sometimes that teams will try and neutralize one line or two 
lines, but now all the sudden you can have a third line." 

Per NaturalStatTrick.com, the Devils rank second behind only the Florida 
Panthers in expected goals in 5-on-5 play this season. And yet they have 
mustered just four goals in two games against the Leafs.  

"We've done a good job against them as a group," said Keefe. "Whether 
that's playing well ourselves and controlling play or defending well and 
playing hard and managing the game. That's more of what I expect here 
but certainly the challenge is significant." 

Leafs looking to spoil 'super skilled' Meier's home debut Timo Meier 
made an immediate impact for the Devils in their win over the Coyotes on 
Sunday and he will be making his home debut tonight against the Maple 
Leafs. Sheldon Keefe, Mitch Marner Justin Holl and Alex Kerfoot spoke 
about what a player as skilled as Meier can add to 'an already deep 
forward group.' 

--- 

Hughes leads the Devils with 76 points. What stands out?  

"Just his elusiveness making plays," said Marner. "Very good at making 
people think he's going one way and then switches up at the last 
second." 

Sounds a lot like Marner, who is leading the Leafs with 77 points.  

"I think you can make the comparable," Marner said. "You know, [two] 
guys that want the puck in their hands to make plays, can kind of see the 
ice and make you think you're doing one thing and then you're doing 
something else." 

Like the 6-foot Marner, Hughes is a smaller guy (5-foot-11), who faced 
questions about his size and staying power.  

"I think it's been great the year he's having," Marner said. "It's been a lot 
of fun for a lot of people to watch because I know a lot of people did 
doubt him early ... He's showing people to really kind of shut up. So, 
good for him." 

Marner happy to see comparable player Hughes 'shut up' the doubters 
Jack Hughes has enjoyed the best season of his career and watching 
from afar, Mitch Marner has appreciated watching the New Jersey centre 
flourish. Devils head coach Lindy Ruff spoke about the similarities in the 
games of Marner and Hughes. 

--- 

Ilya Samsonov will start on Tuesday. Matt Murray will start on Saturday.  

"We'll keep both involved," said Keefe. "I don't know if I'd say it's 
necessarily going to be a rotation, but both guys are going to play games 
and get involved." 

Murray returned from an ankle injury in Vancouver.   

"It is good to get Matt back," said Keefe. "The stats will take a hit in a 
game like that, unfortunately, because he was outstanding for us and 
kept us in the game and made some incredible saves throughout. Most 
importantly, he came out of the game feeling good and healthy." 

Murray allowed four goals on 24 shots in the loss to the Canucks.  

"I felt pretty good," he said after the game. "It was just nice to be back out 
there. I think the game comes down to that first shorthanded goal. I think 
if I make a save there it's a totally different game. That's one that I gotta 
have, but I felt pretty good all in all." 

Vitek Vanecek is expected to start for the Devils. He allowed four goals 
on 29 shots in Sunday's win in Arizona. 

"I saw a lot of terrible plays by us that led to Vitek having to scramble on 
East-West plays," said Ruff. "We need to clean up the second-chance 
opportunities. I did see several really big saves by him at key times. 
Really, on three of the goals there's nothing he could do." 

Samsonov and Vanecek were teammates with the Washington Capitals 
last season. 

Leafs Ice Chips: Ex-Capitals goalies set to duel in New Jersey A couple 
of former Captitals netminders will go head-to-head tonight in New 
Jersey as Ilya Samsonov and Vitek Vanecek lead their respective teams. 
TSN Maple Leafs reporter Mark Masters has more on how head coach 
Sheldon Keefe plans to manage Samsonov and the returning Matt 
Murray. 
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TSN.CA / GTHL investigating alleged team sales amid calls for 
transparency 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

The Greater Toronto Hockey League (GTHL) has opened multiple 
investigations into allegations that some teams and the non-profit 
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companies that run them have been inappropriately bought and sold, 
executive director Scott Oakman said. 

“The league welcomes any concrete information that any complainant 
may have pertaining to such allegations,” Oakman wrote in an email to 
TSN. “The GTHL does have legal and practical limitations in regard to 
the types of information it can access, including non-related private 
companies, cash transactions, etc. The GTHL… relies on officials to be 
forthright in providing required information to the league.” 

Oakman would not say how many investigations are underway and 
would only say that a number of new cases have been opened since 
TSN began asking questions about the business of the league and a 
number of alleged transactions roughly six weeks ago. 

A third party had been commissioned to scrutinize the allegations, 
Oakman said. He refused to identify who has been hired by the GTHL to 
investigate. 

"Due to the nature of these particular allegations and potential legal 
implications, and to avoid jeopardizing the investigative process, the 
GTHL will not be disclosing any further details at this time," Oakman 
wrote. 

The GTHL prohibits the buying and selling of its organizations, Oakman 
said, adding that in 2016, the league stopped the transfer of control of 
one organization after learning that there would be a financial 
consideration for doing so. Oakman refused to identify that organization 
and wouldn’t disclose details of the proposed transaction or how the 
GTHL learned of it. 

News that the GTHL is investigating allegedly inappropriate transactions 
comes as the president of a GTHL organization and current and former 
NHL players who are members of the Hockey Diversity Alliance (HDA) 
said in interviews with TSN that there should be increased oversight of 
the non-profit organizations operating teams in the world’s largest minor 
hockey league. 

Over the past two months, TSN has interviewed 23 GTHL organization 
board members, coaches, and team executives who collectively describe 
the GTHL as a major industry that league officials struggle to police 
properly. 

Don Mills Flyers president Peter MacInnis, one of the few team officials 
who was willing to speak on the record, said in an interview that he 
believes the GTHL is facing a crisis. 

Some organizations that purportedly are non-profits are being 
inappropriately bought and sold, MacInnis said, adding that side deals in 
which parents “buy” the right to control a team for a season, deciding on 
hiring or retaining coaches and even how much ice time players should 
receive, have become commonplace. 

“We know what's going on and it’s a black mark on all of us who run our 
clubs properly,” MacInnis said. “We’re not happy with it, but there’s 
nobody to take action other than the league, or I suppose the 
government certainly could… Somebody sets up a shell company, and 
decides to say to some parent, ‘Look, you write a cheque to our shell 
company, and you can take this team and run it any way you like for a 
year.’ If you are the GTHL, how are you going to prove that?  Are you 
going to take them to court? It’s a business transaction between two 
people. If the GTHL gets involved they're going to get sued.” 

MacInnis said he’s skeptical the league has the resources to properly 
investigate allegations of financial impropriety. 

“I don’t think we have the systems or mechanisms in place to be able to 
deal with it,” he said. 

The call for improved governance comes after Akim Aliu – who helped 
co-found the HDA in 2020 to fight racism and intolerance in hockey – told 
TSN in a series of recent interviews that the GTHL and those who control 
the league’s 12 AAA organizations have thwarted his group’s effort to 
obtain an expansion organization that would have been called the 
Toronto Dream for nearly two years. 

A source told TSN that Ontario government staffers are informally 
reviewing the GTHL’s business and determining whether Minister of 
Tourism, Culture and Sport Neil Lumsden has jurisdiction to scrutinize 
the league’s teams. Lumsden declined to comment. 

It’s unclear what kind of transparency or oversight the provincial 
government might have over the GTHL. 

“The GTHL would be open to discussing any measures that governments 
or a sport governing body could put in place to provide improved 
governance by member organizations or to prevent any undue influence 
being exercised over players participating in any sport,” Oakman wrote in 
an email to TSN. 

While Oakman said organizations must provide the league with their 
annual budgets, none are posted publicly. GTHL organizations have not 
adopted a recommendation made in 2021 by a league committee for 
team fees and preliminary budgets to be posted publicly at least a month 
before tryouts, Oakman confirmed. He said organizations must show 
parents their team financial statements if they ask for it. 

“Each year, when a club or division applies for membership in the GTHL, 
it must submit to the GTHL its annual return filed with the [Ministry of 
Public and Business Service Delivery], a current list of its members, 
directors and officers, its annual financial statements, a declaration that it 
operates as a non-profit organization and certain other documentation in 
accordance with the GTHL’s  

Published regulations,” Oakman wrote. “GTHL regulations also include 
various disclosure requirements pertaining to the management of team 
finances, payments to coaches or to related parties and mandatory 
delivery of team budgets and budget updates to players and parents. 

Aliu said that he’s come to understand over the past year and a half how 
minor hockey in the Greater Toronto Area has become big business. 

“Everything is about money and control and power,” Aliu said. “It's 
coaches forcing kids to pay to go to their summer camps to be on their 
team the next season. It's parents buying age groups and putting in their 
own coaches and dictating ice time. It's teams being flipped for millions of 
dollars.” 

While the GTHL’s bylaws say organizations must be non-profits and that 
the buying and selling of teams is outlawed, Aliu said the president of the 
North York Rangers told him during a meeting in July of 2021 at the 
GTHL’s head office that it would cost at least $1 million for Aliu and his 
partners to buy the organization’s AAA teams. 

Matt Dumba 

"How did we get to a point where non-profit teams are being bought and 
sold for millions of dollars? I think if the public saw the financials of these 
teams that people would be outraged." - Matt Dumba 

Rangers president Claude Desjardins declined to comment. 

“The GTHL never participated in, nor did Aliu ever indicate to the GTHL 
that any discussion between him and any GTHL members involving him 
taking control of an organization included any financial remuneration 
being sought by the outgoing executive members,” the GTHL wrote in a 
Feb. 27 statement. 

Aliu said another AAA organization director offered his club for sale for 
$3.6 million. 

One hockey parent whose son plays in the GTHL described to TSN his 
negotiations in July 2021 to buy a 25 per cent stake in a AAA 
organization for $1 million, and a current coach of a GTHL U14 AAA 
team told TSN that two parents approached him in October and informed 
him that they had “bought” the right to control his team for $50,000. 

“We went for coffee. They showed me what the new lineup was going to 
be, with a few kids literally benched for two of three periods, and they told 
me to take it up with our owner if I had an issue, which I did,” the coach 
said. “I asked my owner how he was going to explain this to the GTHL 
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and he told me he wouldn’t have to because it was an all-cash deal, all 
off the books.” 

Several NHL players said they’ve become disillusioned with the GTHL 
after working alongside Aliu over the past year and a half trying to secure 
an expansion organization. 

“People at the top do not seem to want to open the game up to 
everyone,” Minnesota Wild defenceman and HDA member Matt Dumba 
said. ”It’s greed over kids playing the game. These organizations that run 
these teams should be completely transparent. People buying and selling 
organizations for millions of dollars and turning the game we love into 
profits. I can’t get my head around it. Kids who are suffering in 
disadvantaged communities not having a chance to have the life 
development that hockey gives to you. I don’t understand the motives of 
these GTHL team owners. 

“…How did we get to a point where non-profit teams are being bought 
and sold for millions of dollars? I think if the public saw the financials of 
these teams that people would be outraged. Maybe that would be 
enough to bring change. But I’m sure the [GTHL] team owners will fight 
tooth and nail against it because of their greed.” 

Florida Panthers forward Anthony Duclair, who is also a member of the 
HDA, also called for financial transparency from GTHL organizations. 

“It's crazy as you learn more about the league and go deeper,” Duclair 
said in an interview. “Our program would be free for most players and our 
kids would finally have a real chance to go to AA and AAA. It gives them 
an incentive. That’s the whole reason we do this, to find ways to bring 
costs down and attract more kids from our communities… But hockey 
leagues like the GTHL have made it impossible for kids of colour to come 
into the sport and to feel welcome.” 

Duclair grew up playing AAA hockey in Laval, Que., before advancing to 
the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League. 

“We come to the GTHL with open arms but there are people who are 
totally against it because money is flowing into their pockets,” Duclair 
said. “They are not willing to try or listen to anyone with new ideas. [The 
Toronto Dream] would have been so great for Black kids and women as 
well. Obviously, people in power don’t want to give up that power. We 
have seen the whole story with Hockey Canada recently and we need 
more transparency to show the public where funds for minor hockey are 
going. The GTHL teams should have to be open with their books.” 

Anthony Duclair 

“We come to the GTHL with open arms but there are people who are 
totally against it because money is flowing into their pockets.” - Anthony 
Duclair 

MacInnis said some of the GTHL’s AAA organizations generate 
significant revenue. The Toronto Marlboros, for instance, in most years 
host two major tournaments – a pre-season Friendship Tournament in 
October and a Holiday Classic Tournament over the Christmas break. 
The Marlboros said on their website that 88 teams played in the Holiday 
Classic event this year and paid entry fees of as much as $2,400 per 
team. 

MacInnis, whose Don Mills organization has also hosted tournaments, 
speculated the Marlboros make $250,000 per year in profit hosting the 
two tournaments. 

“If those tournaments are operating outside of a hockey club, even 
though they're being run by a hockey club, that's a salable business, so 
there’s your value,” MacInnis said. 

Marlboros president James Naylor denied the organization makes that 
much profit. 

According to a copy of the Marlboros’ financial statements, which Naylor 
provided to TSN, the organization generated $673,675 in revenue during 
the 2021-22 season, including $453,345 from player registrations and 
$197,895 from ice rentals to teams.  

The Marlboros, the records say, did not make any revenue from 
sponsorships or fundraising and had $739,018 in expenses, including 
$361,802 in ice rentals, $122,081 in equipment costs and repairs and 
$92,872 in professional fees. 

While the Marlboros’ Friendship Tournament, a pre-season event that 
took place in October, generated $110,800 in revenue from entry fees, 
the organization said it had $93,355 worth of expenses related to the 
event, meaning the tournament turned a reported profit of about $15,000. 
(The Marlboros did not host their traditional Christmas tournament 
because of the pandemic, Naylor said.) 

Oakman said that after Rogers Sportsnet reporter Elliotte Friedman 
reported in February 2021 that Toronto Maple Leafs captain John 
Tavares and Winnipeg Jets forward Sam Gagner secured the AAA 
Toronto Marlboros organization, the GTHL secured an assurance from 
Tavares and Gagner that no money changed hands in connection with 
the transfer of control. 

“The league does not normally publicly comment on internal matters 
involving specific organizations,” Oakman wrote in an email to TSN. 
“Disclosure by the GTHL to the press, of matters which are confidential to 
particular members of the GTHL, without the consent of the member, 
could involve legal or ethical concerns. The only reason it has 
commented on the specific Toronto Dream/HDA and Marlboros situations 
is because they have already elected to provide certain information to 
you.” 

Lawyer Mark Blumberg, who works almost exclusively in the non-profit 
sector at the firm Blumbergs Professional Corporation in Toronto, says 
the industry needs more transparency and that non-profits operate under 
provisions of the Income Tax Act, which have not changed since 1917. 

“There’s no doubt there are some non-profits today that are simply profit-
making companies, and it is not supposed to be like that,” Blumberg said 
in an interview. “Unlike registered charities who are allowed to issue tax 
receipts, non-profits generally don’t have to disclose any financials. We 
have no idea how many billions of dollars’ worth of tax revenue we are 
missing out on because there is no political will to demand transparency 
and accountability from non-profits… Why doesn’t the government just 
insist that all non-profits post publicly say five years of their financial 
statements?” 
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USA TODAY / NHL trade deadline early reactions: Good (Bruins), bad 
(Patrick Kane) from new acquisitions 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

Forward Ryan O'Reilly experienced both highs and lows after the St. 
Louis Blues captain was traded to the Toronto Maple Leafs on Feb. 17. 

He had an assist in his debut and a hat trick in his third game. Held off 
the scoresheet since, he was injured in his eighth game when a 
teammate's shot hit him in the hand. 

The Maple Leafs announced Monday that the 2019 playoff MVP will be 
placed on long-term injured reserve with a broken finger and is out 
indefinitely. He is expected to be back for the playoffs. 

It takes a while for players to adjust to new teammates and systems, but 
here's a look at who has had strong starts or tougher times in the early 
going after the trade deadline: 
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Strong starts 

Defenseman Dmitry Orlov and other Bruins newcomers: Orlov, brought in 
for the defensive part of his play, has provided big-time offense to the 
NHL's No. 1 overall team. He was named first star of the week and has 
three goals and nine points in five games. Tyler Bertuzzi had an assist in 
his Boston debut and Garnet Hathaway (two assists, 10 hits) also has 
played well. "They understand how much we value what they bring to our 
team and they can make us better and help us be even more 
successful," coach Jim Montgomery told reporters. 

Defenseman Shayne Gostisbehere, Hurricanes: He has two goals and 
two assists, all on the power play, in his first two games. The Hurricanes 
had gone four games with a power-play goal before his arrival. They are 
7-for-9 since. 

Forward Ivan Barbashev, Golden Knights: He has two goals and five 
points in four games since leaving the Blues. His point totals had 
dropped off this season, but he's looking more like last season's 60-point 
scorer. 

Defenseman Rasmus Sandin, Capitals: Sandin, who was acquired in the 
Erik Gustafsson trade, had three assists in his debut and a goal and an 
assist in his second game. He has averaged three minutes a game on 
the power play with John Carlson out and Orlov and Gustafsson traded. 

Others: Timo Meier scored in his Devils debut, as did Nick Bjugstad for 
the Oilers and Nick Ritchie for the Flames. ... Goalie Jonathan Quick, 
traded twice in two days, won his Golden Knights debut. ... Kings 
defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov has been a steady presence and scored 
his first goal with Los Angeles on Monday.  ... Jets forward Nino 
Niederreiter has three points in his first four games. 

Tougher times 

Forward Patrick Kane, Rangers: Kane and Artemi Panarin decided 
whose habit of being last off the ice would prevail (Panarin), and they're 
working on re-establishing the chemistry they had in Chicago. Kane is a 
minus-4 with no points over his first two games, but they're getting in 
some practices before their next game on Thursday. 

Defenseman Riley Stillman, Sabres: He was hurt in a fight with Lightning 
newcomer Tanner Jeannot in his second game and is day-to-day with an 
upper-body injury. 

Defensemen Gustafsson and Luke Schenn, Maple Leafs: They're 
averaging less than 12 minutes a game because of Toronto's depth on 
the blue line. Gustafsson (11:57) had averaged 20:22 with Washington 
and Schenn (11:26) had averaged 17:11 with Vancouver. 

Defenseman Filip Hronek, Canucks: Hurt in his final game with Detroit, 
he has yet to make his Vancouver debut. "I don't know if it's a week thing 
or a day-to-day thing," said coach Rick Tocchet, who added that the 
defenseman was scheduled to arrive on Monday night. The Canucks 
gave up the Islanders' top-12 protected 2023 first-round pick (previously 
acquired in the Bo Horvat deal) for Hronek, who has another year on his 
contract before becoming a restricted free agent. 

Others: Penguins forward Mikael Granlund, added to boost the bottom 
six, has no shots or points in his first two games. ... Sharks winger 
Fabian Zetterlund, acquired in the Meier trade, was a minus-5 in his first 
three games before being a plus-1 on Monday. 
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