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Hurricanes recall goalie Pyotr Kochetkov on emergency basis after possible Raanta injury 
By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes had plans to alternate goalies 
Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta over the last 20 games 
of the regular season, but those plans changed Wednesday. 
The Canes recalled goalie Pyotr Kochetkov from the AHL’s 
Chicago Wolves on an emergency basis, a day after Raanta 
left a road game at Montreal after the first period.  
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said after the 4-3 shootout 
win that Raanta, who faced 10 shots and allowed two goals 
in the first period, was taken out as a precautionary move. 
Carolina, which hosts Philadelphia on Thursday, did not 
practice Wednesday. 

Andersen came into the Montreal game, stopped 13 of 14 
shots, and was the winner as the Canes rallied to tie the 
score 3-3 late in regulation. Carolina then won the shootout 
on Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s game-deciding goal. 
Kochetkov, 23, has a 10-4-5 record, 2.33 goals-against 
average and .913 save percentage in 19 NHL games with 
Carolina in 2022-23. He was named NHL rookie of the month 
for December after posting a 7-0-1 record, 1.63 GAA, .939 
save percentage and two shutouts in eight game. 
Kochetkov had the longest shutout sequence by a rookie in 
franchise history (151:26) from Dec. 10-15, 2022. 
Raanta had earned a point in 13 consecutive games before 
the game in Montreal. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Who should win the Norris Trophy? Karlsson, Fox, Dahlin, Lindholm or Burns? 
By Dom Luszczyszyn 
Forwards are mostly the ones in charge of scoring goals for 
their teams. Goalies are mostly the ones in charge of saving 
them. Defensemen find themselves somewhere in the 
middle, important to both facets. Determining how important 
they are at each end is often what makes it difficult to 
properly judge the value of a defenseman — and that’s at the 
center of this year’s Norris Trophy debate. 
For some, there is no debate. Erik Karlsson should win 
because he’s on pace for a million points. It’s a fair and 
cutting argument, but it shouldn’t be the end of the debate. 
Not when it comes to defensemen with much more to their 
games than the numbers they put on the board. 
My best attempt to account for that is GSVA, an all-in-one 
stat that tries to properly weigh a player’s production and 
play-driving ability at both ends of the ice while accounting 
for their usage. Perfect? No. But often a good place to start 
the discussion when it comes to how good a player has 
been. 
By GSVA there are just 0.1 wins separating the top five 
defensemen this year, a historically tight race. It’s not just 
Karlsson and the rest. It’s Karlsson, Rasmus Dahlin, Hampus 
Lindholm, Brent Burns and Adam Fox — all nearly identical 
in value. Next to no separation. All five are worth 3.7 or 3.8 

wins and all five get there in different ways, a testament to 
the differing levels of offense and defense a defenseman can 
provide to reach the same conclusion.  
That arguably makes this year’s Norris Trophy a matter of 
preference rather than value — who you like most depends 
on what you care about most.  
It also requires a deeper dive into each player’s numbers. If 
GSVA is the starting point, it’s time to dig deeper into how 
they get there. Here’s the case for and against the top five 
defensemen to win the Norris Trophy this season. 

Erik Karlsson 

The case for … 

We know why Karlsson is the favorite: He has a mind-
bending 82 points in 65 games. That’s a 103-point pace, 
which would be the highest since Al MacInnis in 1990-91. If 
he hits 104 he’d join Bobby Orr and Paul Coffey.  
It’s rare enough for a defenseman to lead his team in 
scoring. Karlsson is currently doing so by 29 points, which 
would be more than Orr’s best (21 in 1969-70) and Ray 
Bourque’s best (23 in 1986-87). That’s a huge deal and 
really points to how much of a one-man army Karlsson has 
been. 
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Most of the damage there is done at even strength where 
Karlsson is on pace for 78, which would be fourth all-time. 
His five-on-five points-per-60 is the highest in the analytics 
era, nearly 0.5 more than the previous full-season record by 
Roman Josi last year. This year he leads all players in five-
on-five points. Karlsson’s scoring has been historic. 
So much so that offensively, the Sharks score 0.91 more 
goals-per-60 with Karlsson on the ice, one of the largest 
impacts on record. It’s night and day when he’s on the ice 
compared to off and it’s why the Sharks have outscored 
opponents 80-70 with Karlsson compared to being outscored 
98-56 without him. With Karlsson, the Sharks look playoff 
caliber. Without Karlsson, the Sharks look like the league’s 
worst team. 
Karlsson’s ability with the puck is transcendent and it’s why 
he leads the league in shot contributions per 60, he’s prolific 
off the rush (65 percent carry-in rate on 11.7 entries per 60, 
both top five according to data tracked by Corey Sznajder) 
and still exits the zone with control well. 

The case against … 

Defense, defense, defense. That’s it. That’s the whole thing 
(no, I don’t care that he’s not making the playoffs — that’s 
obviously not his fault). Karlsson’s offensive instincts are all-
world. Defensively he still leaves a lot to be desired. 
Karlsson’s defensive plus-minus (a combination of goals 
against and expected goals against) this year is minus-12. 
It’s not bad enough to submarine his offensive plus-minus 
(plus-25), but it is enough to rank 194th out of 227 defenders 
to play over 20 games. Karlsson delivers a lot of offense, but 
he does give a lot back the other way. The Sharks allow 3.19 
goals against per 60 with Karlsson on the ice and 2.8 
expected goals against per 60. The latter mark is 0.13 worse 
than the team average. Karlsson’s never been the strongest 
defender, but his impact this year has still been below his 
usual average; the fifth-worst mark of his career.  
It’s Karlsson’s ability to defend the rush that is his usual 
downfall, not to mention the general high-risk element to his 
game. He’s always involved up ice on offense and that 
leaves a lot of room for error if the puck goes the other way. 
Even if he is back there to defend, Karlsson allows a chance 
off zone entries far more often than the average defender. 
He also struggles to retrieve pucks in his own zone. 
Karlsson is an elite player, but that’s all offense all the time. 
Of the five main contenders, he’s by far the weakest of the 
bunch defensively. He’s also the only one who doesn’t kill 
penalties. 

Rasmus Dahlin 

The case for … 

The easy call here might be to say Dahlin is on pace for 88 
points, second most behind Karlsson, while not being a 
complete trainwreck defensively. It’s prioritizing a defender’s 
offensive game while acknowledging he at least has to be 
somewhat competent in his own end. 
But that probably undersells what Dahlin has done 
defensively this season — and the little help he’s had to do it. 
Relative to teammates, it’s actually Dahlin who has had the 
largest impact of the five, allowing 0.35 fewer expected goals 
against per 60 and 0.4 fewer actual goals against per 60. His 
impact on goal differential is the closest to Karlsson’s (0.82 
per 60 compared to Karlsson’s 0.96), but he does it at both 

ends of the ice. Dahlin has been on the ice for 57.8 percent 
of the goals, which isn’t completely far off from Fox or Burns. 
Dahlin’s expected goals percentage is 52.4 percent, the 
lowest of the five, but that may have more to do with the 
team around him than him. He also faces the toughest usage 
of anyone on this list. 
Dahlin’s expected goals percentage is three percentage 
points better than the next-best Sabres defender, his primary 
partner Mattias Samuelsson. Dahlin’s 2.55 actual and 
expected goals against per 60 is high relative to the field, but 
it looks downright miraculous on Buffalo where everyone 
else is closer to three. The Sabres are a chaotic team that 
plays track-meet hockey, but with Dahlin, the sprints going 
the other way are much more limited. 
Dahlin is excellent at contributing offense in the offensive 
zone, especially more dangerous chances, and is particularly 
adept at leading the rush. Dahlin carries the puck in 63 
percent of the time, one of the highest marks in the league, 
and he does an elite job of creating chances off those 
entries. 
It’s also worth noting the Sabres have an elite power play, 
one that’s better than any of the other four listed here. Dahlin 
is a vital cog toward that. 

The case against … 

Dahlin being part of an elite power play is a plus, but it also 
makes him a bit of a power-play merchant. That’s where 44 
percent of his points come from. It’s not unlikely that any of 
the four defenders here could swap places and earn a bunch 
of assists teeing up Tage Thompson one-timers, too. Dahlin 
has been on the ice for 11.9 goals-per-60 on the power play, 
but only 7.6 expected goals-per-60 which suggests he has 
some luck on his side in that regard, too. Dahlin also allows 
more chances while penalty killing than the other Norris 
contenders here. 
The bigger issue, though, is Dahlin’s defensive game. He 
has the best relative numbers, sure, but that’s compared to a 
very weak defensive team. Dahlin’s results are strong 
overall, but they’re not on the same level as the field here. 
And there might be good reason for that. 
Dahlin is not particularly strong defending the rush. He 
allows a carry on 62 percent of his targets, denies seven 
percent of entries and allows a scoring chance on 18 percent 
of his targets — all below league average. He’s also still a 
little risky when it comes to exiting the zone. Dahlin has a 
heavy workload there, but his 8.9 botched puck retrievals or 
failed exits per 60 is one of the lesser marks in the league. 
Dahlin obviously does other things well enough to be a net 
positive defensively, but the few things we do track that give 
us answers on that front don’t look the rosiest for him. 

Hampus Lindholm 

The case for … 

He’s the anti-Karlsson: less flash, perhaps just as much 
substance. 
Lindholm’s season started off with a bang as he held the fort 
while Charlie McAvoy was sidelined. That allowed him to put 
up some point totals he otherwise might not have been able 
to — enough to warrant consideration for the Norris. He’s on 
pace for 54 points, not far off the amount Drew Doughty had 
in 2015-16 when he won the Norris over Karlsson. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 9, 2023 

 

That year Doughty earned 58 percent of the goals, allowing 
just 1.58 goals against per 60. His expected goal rate was 
55.6 percent, allowing just 1.98 expected goals against per 
60. In comparison, Lindholm’s goals percentage is higher 
(68.6 percent), his goals-against rate is lower (1.55) and his 
expected goals percentage is higher (57.8 percent). He does 
allow more expected goals against (2.22), but that could be 
because expected goal rates are at an all-time high this 
year.  
In any sense, Lindholm has been more impressive and he’s 
doing so on a better team. His relative impact on goals (plus-
0.36 per 60) and expected goals (plus-0.32) at five-on-five 
are both much higher than Doughty’s. And doing that on the 
Bruins is a huge deal. It’s harder to have large relative 
impacts on elite teams, which is what drives Lindholm’s total 
offensive and defensive plus-minus to be so high. Right now 
his plus-44.5 total impact leads all skaters and is on pace to 
beat McAvoy’s analytics-era best from last year of 58.2. 
That’s in large part to his defense which is also on track to be 
the analytics era’s best, beating Mark Giordano in 2009-10. It 
could be the best defensive season we have on record. 
That’s thanks to his strong awareness with and without the 
puck that leads to Lindholm being one of the game’s premier 
breakout artists (he’s top five in exits with possession per 60) 
and one of the best at defending the rush (he’s elite at 
denying entries). 
On the league’s best team, which is driven by team defense, 
he’s been their best defenseman. That’s saying a lot. 

The case against … 

For better or worse, offense does still matter here and 
Lindholm may not have enough of it relative to the field. A 
54-point season used to be enough. These days it hardly 
registers. Not with several candidates on track for point-per-
game seasons — or something much higher in the case of 
Karlsson. Even if you only look at five-on-five points, 
Lindholm’s 1.21 points-per-60 falls behind the rest of the field 
here.  
Worse is that the percentage of goals he’s been on the ice 
for that he’s gotten a point on is well behind the others. 
Lindholm earns a point on 36 percent of goals scored at five-
on-five. In comparison Karlsson is at 65 percent, Fox is at 54 
percent, Burns is at 46 percent and Dahlin is at 42 percent. 
That suggests that Lindholm’s outsized goals percentage, 
which is partially influenced by a lot of offense, is not totally 
his doing. Not as much as the other four, anyway. 
That could point to Lindholm’s value here being system-
driven more than being completely on him. The Boston effect 
looms large here and might mean his value should be 
partially discounted. He’s a big part of why the Bruins are a 
superteam, but maybe not as big of a part as GSVA 
suggests. 

Brent Burns 

The case for … 

Usually the expectation for Brent Burns appearing on a list 
like this would be similar to Karlsson’s. His all-world offense. 
Not this time. 
Burns has enough offense to be considered — he’s on pace 
for 66 points — but he’s here primarily due to his five-on-five 
impact. Carolina is by far the league’s best team at 
generating and suppressing chances this season and Burns 

has played a vital role in that regard. He leads all Canes 
defensemen in goals percentage at 61.4 percent and goals 
against per 60 at 1.91. On one of the toughest teams to 
score against, it’s Burns who has been their toughest 
defensive blueliner this season.  
That’s thanks to him being on the ice for 62.7 percent of the 
expected goals, a tie for the team lead with Jaccob Slavin, 
his primary partner. The duo allows just 2.1 expected goals 
against per 60 together — a remarkable feat given the 
quality of competition they face. Among all defenders, Burns 
ranks 12th in goals percentage, second in expected goals 
percentage, 20th in goals against per 60 and fifth in expected 
goals against per 60. Burns is here because of how strong 
he’s been defensively. 
Burns has been terrific this season at limiting controlled 
entries and allowing chances off of them, completely buying 
into the Hurricanes’ system. They’re one of the league’s best 
defensive teams for a reason and Burns is a big part of that 
on the top pair, especially as the team’s best puck-mover on 
breakouts. Burns also plays a key role on Carolina’s vaunted 
penalty kill where he allows as many chances against as 
Lindholm, but fewer actual goals. 
Burns’ partner Slavin provides a compelling case himself on 
all these fronts, but Burns also has the offensive flair that 
makes his candidacy more well-rounded. 

The case against … 

We saw Dougie Hamilton put up strong defensive numbers 
as a Hurricane. We saw Tony DeAngelo put up strong 
defensive numbers as a Hurricane. Now we’re seeing the 
same thing with Burns. The common denominator is always 
Slavin, and it’s hard to put complete stock in Burns’ 
defensive numbers as a result. It’s impossible to look bad 
next to Slavin. 
That might do a disservice to Burns’ play this season, but 
there should at least be some discount to playing with Slavin. 
The model accounts for that to an extent, but perhaps not 
quite enough. The duo creates an elite pair worthy of Norris 
consideration, but on their own Slavin doesn’t have the 
offense this year to qualify while Burns’ defensive turnaround 
does warrant some skepticism.  
If defense is the priority then Lindholm is still the better bet, 
even with lesser offense. His reputation in that regard is 
much more sound. Same goes for Fox who has been better 
offensively and whose defensive results are slightly worse 
than Burns’, but arguably more reputable. 

Adam Fox 

The case for … 

Following the letter of the law, the Norris Trophy is given “to 
the defenseman who demonstrates throughout the season 
the greatest all-round ability in the position.” That’s Adam 
Fox. 
Offensively Fox doesn’t lead the way, but he is near the top. 
Fox’s 57 points is sixth in defenseman scoring, but he’s 
actually third at five-on-five. What’s interesting is that Fox 
has 18 fewer assists than Karlsson, but has more primary 
shot assists, leading all defenders with 13.4 per 60, 1.1 more 
than Karlsson. It’s the same story with scoring chances 
where Fox’s 4.5 scoring chance assists in the league rank 
second to only Noah Dobson. No defender contributes to 
scoring chances more than Fox who uses his smarts to 
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create dangerous plays better than anyone else — they just 
don’t end up as points as often. 
He’d have more points if the Rangers’ power play could 
finish their chances. Fox leads all defenders with 44.9 
expected goals generated, but the team has only actually 
scored 33. He has points on 17 of those goals and if the 
team scored as expected he’d have six more points. 
Fox is an elite offensive defender and relative to teammates 
has the highest impact on expected goals for of the five 
players here. The Rangers generate 0.41 more expected 
goals with Fox on the ice which leads to an expected goals 
impact of 0.58 per 60. That also leads the field. 
He may not be the best offensive defensemen this season, 
but Fox more than holds his own comparatively speaking. 
He’s up there as one of the league’s best, even if it doesn’t 
show up as often on the scoresheet. 
The same is true defensively. Fox doesn’t have the same 
impact as Lindholm, but he has been one of the league’s 
very best in that regard too. Fox’s defensive plus-minus is 
plus-19.9 which ranks 13th in the league among defenders 
who play top-four minutes. Combine that with his offensive 
plus-minus and Fox’s play-driving impact ranks fourth behind 
Lindholm, Burns and Slavin. 
Fox’s defensive impact is a result of allowing just 2.01 goals 
against per 60 and 2.35 expected goals against per 60, both 
of which are very strong marks relative to the Rangers. The 
team allows 0.24 goals against per 60 fewer with Fox on the 
ice and 0.17 fewer expected goals against. Among the five 
here, those impacts are both second to Dahlin. 
How Fox gets there is what’s especially intriguing. He’s 
incredibly clean when it comes to retrieving the puck and 
exiting the zone with the league’s best ratio of positive puck 
touches. And he’s also remarkable when it comes to 
defending controlled entries, allowing a carry-in 48 percent of 

the time, denying an entry 19 percent of the time, and 
allowing a scoring chance 10 percent of the time — all 
among the highest marks in the league. 
He’s not the best defensive defender in the league, but his 
results there are again elite and his tracking data shows him 
to be excellent at the things that contribute to it. 
In terms of all-around defender, there is arguably no one 
more complete than Fox, who has an elite and well-balanced 
profile in all three zones. He puts up points, he drives play, 
he moves the puck up ice, he exits the zone, he defends his 
zone, he creates chances, he suppresses chances — he’s 
been a machine this year. 

The case against … 

If there’s a case against Fox it’s that he’s not the best at any 
one specific good thing — a jack of all trades who’s a master 
of none. Yes, he leads the league in shot assists or 
whatever, or he has a high impact in expected goals 
percentage, but there’s always someone in the race who is 
better. Karlsson puts up more points, Dahlin is better on the 
power play, Burns has the best five-on-five numbers, 
Lindholm has the best defensive impact. Those individual 
aspects may speak to voters better than a player who is near 
the top in almost every category, but not quite there. 
That may make Fox a less sexy pick than others, especially 
when it comes to offensive categories that seem to always 
dominate the discussion. Shouldn’t he be scoring more with 
so many weapons around him? He may create more 
chances at five-on-five than Karlsson, but Karlsson is the 
one actually making things happen there. Rather than 
looking at how he does relative to teammates, it should be 
noted both Burns and Lindholm are actually earning elite 
defensive results at a better rate than Fox.

Fox may be the most complete defenseman around, but that 
may not necessarily make him the best one. 
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From Ryan O’Reilly to Jon Klingberg, how can NHL teams be sure a new player will fit? 
By Shayna Goldman 
The Maple Leafs made a bet by acquiring Ryan O’Reilly. The 
team brought in the Blues captain for his leadership qualities, 
the positional flexibility he’d add to Toronto, and of course his 
caliber of play. But how could management be so sure that 
the center would bounce back after a legitimately tough 
season? How could there be a certainty that a change in 
scenery from St. Louis to Toronto would be the difference-
maker? 
There can never be complete and total certainty with any 
NHL transaction. Each carries an element of risk, which 
varies depending on skill level and surroundings. The Devils 
probably didn’t have to worry much about how a player like 
Timo Meier would mesh with their team because he’s an elite 
talent. Anyone on a tier below that, however, can be a bit 
more of a gamble. 
So, how can management be sure that a player will click in 
their new surroundings? 
If we look at O’Reilly’s season before the trade, there are a 
quick few negatives that jump out. He was scoring at the 
third-lowest rate of his career at 1.55 points per 60 in all 
situations. While his goal-scoring was pretty much on pace 
with expectations, based on the quality of chances he 
created himself, he hasn’t been much of a helper on the 
surface. Then there’s the fact the former Selke winner was 
on the ice for a career-high rate of 5.33 goals against per 60 
in all situations. 
The general line of thinking can be a good player on a 
struggling team can gain the support they were missing on a 
contender — whether they end up playing with higher caliber 
linemates, or are just in a less stressful role on that new 
team. The latter is what the Avalanche are betting on with 
Lars Eller, who could slot in as a 4C with a stacked 
Avalanche roster after trending down from a strong 3C in 
Washington. The former is how O’Reilly started his time in 
Toronto. 
What can help smooth O’Reilly’s acclimatization process is 
putting him in the best position possible to succeed: skating 
on a line with Mitch Marner and John Tavares to start his 
Maple Leafs tenure. While the newly added forward 
technically was slotted at center, he had the support of 
another legitimate 2C and one of the best defensive wingers 
in the game. Add in the fact that they’re both excellent 
offensively and can drive the line, and it only bettered 
O’Reilly’s chances of succeeding with a new team on the fly 
— especially considering the lack of practice time he got with 
his new team initially. It’s a place in the lineup that could 
allow the new Leaf to be more of a passenger, if needed, 
while he got up to speed on the schemes Toronto runs. 
That role gave management and coaching a chance to 
assess his offensive game outside of St. Louis. Was it due to 
the sinking team around him? Injuries that slowed him down 
in the regular season? Quality of teammates? Or some 
combination of all three?Each factor likely had something to 
do with it, especially his quality of teammates. Losing David 
Perron on his wing was crushing, and spending most of his 
time at five-on-five with Brandon Saad and Josh Leivo this 
year didn’t do him any favors — especially when they simply 
weren’t finishing the setups he created.   
Exploring the context around a player’s strengths and 
weaknesses is what can help a team decipher what their true 

value is, and how it’ll fit in their lineup. That’s true for 
O’Reilly’s offense in a very limited sample by changing the 
quality of his teammates, and for others around the league 
come deadline time. It’s something that has to be considered 
any time a player changes teams, particularly midseason 
when there’s less time to learn and more of a need to adapt 
on the fly. 
Take Shayne Gostisbehere joining the Hurricanes. This is a 
player who proved the same to be true in both Philadelphia 
and Arizona: There’s a potential to maximize him with the 
right usage. There are offensive strengths that showed even 
on one of the worst teams in the league. The key is keeping 
him away from top competition so he isn’t exposed against 
high-end players off the rush, which he struggles with. 
Carolina has helped revitalize blueliners’ careers before, 
thanks to the lineup support and the strength of their 
systems; it helped Brady Skjei these last few years and 
helped Brent Burns rebound after leaving San Jose. That’s 
why it was safe for the Hurricanes to assume they could 
swing a similar situation — this time, with a sheltered third-
pair role, where Gostisbehere would have more forward 
support to thrive offensively than he did with the Coyotes. 
How about Jordan Greenway in Buffalo? His identity in the 
NHL has been as a part of a trio in Minnesota, even though it 
hasn’t been the mainstay this past year. Greenway’s shown 
defensive strengths, but some flaws offensively; that’s what 
made him the weaker link of the GREEF line because his 
linemates were so dominant on both ends of the ice. The 
question the Sabres face is whether he can have that same 
defensive impact outside of the Wild’s structure and within 
Buffalo’s, which isn’t nearly as sound. What the Sabres can 
be confident in is his ability to create shots off the forecheck, 
which is something they could use more of. Management 
was able to spot a need in their lineup and find a player who 
should be able to help answer it. 
Pivot back to defense and there’s John Klingberg, who 
brings a ton of questions of his own. In Klingberg, the Wild 
add a defenseman who is completely different from their 
mainstays if he can play to his strengths — as someone who 
was able to drive play from the blue line and run a power 
play unit but has faded these last two seasons. First, it was 
in Dallas in 2021-22, a team that’s similar to the Wild in the 
simplest stylistic terms: high defense and low offense. Then 
it was in Anaheim, a historically bad team on both ends of 
the ice. The Ducks dragged down what was left of 
Klingberg’s game, but he also contributed to their season 
with risky plays on the back end. If he can refine the offense 
that highlighted his game up until last year, the Wild may 
have enough defensive structure to withstand any gaps on 
the other end of the ice. That can be the low-risk worth taking 
for someone in the third-pair role he’s starting to skate in 
when the cost of acquisition isn’t too high. At worst, it doesn’t 
work out well and they look to their other options before he 
walks as a free agent. At best, Minnesota’s rewarded by 
adding a skill set they’ve been missing both at even strength 
and the power play on defense. 
Teams have some time to see how each of these players 
mesh with their new clubs, and what needs to be adjusted to 
improve it if there isn’t an instant fit. 
Now, how does a team figure that out when one of their big 
deadline additions gets sidelined with an injury? 
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That’s what the Maple Leafs have to figure out. To this point, 
O’Reilly primarily played in a second-line role which helped 
answer some questions about his offense. But he was hurt in 
the first game he started as their third-line center. So Toronto 
can’t answer how that offense is going to look on the third 
line when he doesn’t have as much talent on his wing just 
yet. It’s not clear how well he’s going to be able to drive his 
own line if he’s the 3C, and how his defense will hold up if 
he’s shifted back into the shutdown role he was known for in 
St. Louis. 
As much as the player can study his new time while 
sidelined, it doesn’t replicate playing time or give the 
coaches enough insight into his abilities. That’s why more 
has to be drawn off that time in St. Louis to figure out the root 
of the problem. 
Before the trade, at five-on-five, O’Reilly was on the ice for 
his highest rate of goals against. Goaltending, at times, was 
to blame — the Blues only had a .874 save percentage in his 
minutes. That was more than what was expected while he 
was deployed, too. However, it’s still worth noting the player 
was on the ice for his highest rate of quality chances against 
at 2.78 expected goals against per 60. 
As easy as it is to chalk it up to his surroundings entirely, it’s 
worth noting that relative to his teammates, he only 
increased that by .13 per 60 when not just peak O’Reilly, but 
last year’s version, helped suppress them. 
Maybe the fact he wasn’t as involved in the team’s breakouts 
factored in here, since he tended to act like an extra 
defenseman in his minutes. The team as a whole in St. Louis 
was a lot weaker at defending offense in transition and 
conceded more scoring chances off entries compared to last 

year. The Blues are one of the worst teams at denying entry 
against and often allow carry-ins right past them. 
And the Blues defensemen have struggled this season to 
retrieve the puck in their own zone to stop the bleeding. 
That’s something O’Reilly did well relative to his forward 
teammates, but the defenders fell short. So once in the zone, 
the team would struggle to stop the bleeding which would 
lead to scoring chances, and oftentimes, goals against. 
If that’s what brought O’Reilly down (maybe in tandem with 
some injuries suffered earlier in the season), the Maple Leafs 
know they have the flexibility within their lineup they hoped 
for with this addition. The team is much better at defending 
entries, limiting chances off the rush, and breaking out of 
their own zone; they’re capable of doing so even if the center 
isn’t as active in those defensive aspects. 
That’s just a scratch of the surface of the context every team 
has to consider when acquiring a player, especially one who 
won’t get as much regular-season time to cook. The more 
the team can decipher a player’s value and the influence of 
their former surroundings, the more coaches can find a way 
to influence their strengths in a new environment to get the 
best out of them. 
If the Maple Leafs don’t see some major age-related decline 
behind O’Reilly’s lesser play this season — and there isn’t an 
indication of that, even though he dropped off so much from 
last year — they can confidently plan for him to play 
whatever role is asked. The bar just can’t be held at Selke-
level defense considering the year he’s had, regardless. But 
until he returns, there’s a month to explore other options. 
That way the team has the lineup flexibility they were looking 
for with this addition and the adaptability needed to contend. 
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Preview: March 9 vs. Philadelphia 

Puljujarvi could make team debut as the Canes go for a 
fourth consecutive win 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes are back on home 
ice Thursday, hosting the Philadelphia Flyers for a 
Metropolitan Division matchup at PNC Arena. 
When: Thursday, March 9 
Puck Drop: 7 p.m. ET 
Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports + 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 
Canes Record: 42-12-8 (92 Points, 1st, Metropolitan 
Division) 
Canes Last Game: 4-3 Shootout Win over the Montreal 
Canadiens on Tuesday, March 7 
Flyers Record: 24-29-11 (59 Points, 7th, Metropolitan 
Division) 
Flyers Last Game: 5-2 Loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning on 
Tuesday, March 7 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS THIS SEASON 

 Saturday, October 29: Brent Burns scores the 
overtime winner in Philadelphia, giving the Canes a 
4-3 victory. 

 Friday, December 23: The Canes hold off a three-
goal third period push from the Flyers, holding on 
for a 6-5 win. 

NEWS & NOTES 

Last Time Out: The Canes had an atypical start Tuesday 
night in Montreal, struggling through the first 40 minutes. 
They had to overcome an early 2-0 deficit and an early injury 
to starting netminder Antti Raanta, but a quality third period 
allowed them to force overtime. After no winner was found in 
the team's league-leading 19th OT of the season, Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi earned the shootout winner in the sixth round 
against his former team. 
Stay Hot, KK: Although his game-deciding tally doesn't count 
toward the total, Jesperi Kotkaniemi now has 13 points in his 
last 13 games. Now with 30 points on the season, he has 
surpassed last year's total of 29 and sits just four points shy 
of matching his career-high. 
300!: Kotkaniemi will also be playing in his 300th NHL game. 
After playing his first 171 with Montreal, Wednesday will be 
his 129th game in a Canes sweater. 
Puljujarvi's Debut Day?: After his potential team debut 
Tuesday in Montreal was nixed by a hold-up in the process 
of obtaining his work visa, Jesse Puljujarvi could be in the 

lineup in front of a home crowd. Standing at 6'4", 201 lbs., 
the right-handed shot was acquired last week from the 
Edmonton Oilers in exchange for unsigned prospect Patrik 
Puistola. 
Between The Pipes: Frederik Andersen stopped 13 out of 14 
over the course of 45 minutes after entering in relief 
Tuesday. Raanta's injury forced the team to recall netminder 
Pyotr Kochetkov on an emergency basis Wednesday 
evening, likely signaling that Andersen and Kochetkov will be 
the available tandem for Rod Brind'Amour in net. 
It's "PK" Now: Kochetkov's returns to Raleigh after a busy 
past weekend, in which he scored a goal and was ejected 
from a pair of games. Seriously. First, he hit the empty net 
Friday night in Manitoba and celebrated accordingly. The 
Moose took exception, leading to him being tossed from the 
same game. Sunday afternoon it was more of the same after 
he tripped an opposing player and the Winnipeg Jets affiliate 
had had enough. 
Get On Them Early: The Canes have scored first a league-
leading 40 games this season. They're 32-4-4 when they 
score first, trailing only the Boston Bruins, who have 33 wins 
when scoring the game's opening tally. 
From The Blue Line: Carolina's defensemen have produced 
a league-leading 42 goals through 62 games this season. 
On The Other Side: Philadelphia comes to town 2-7-1 in their 
last 10 games. Over the last calendar month they've scored 
a total of just 24 goals in 12 games, the fewest goals-per-
game average of any club in the NHL. The defensive side 
hasn't gone much better for the club, allowing 3.92 goals per 
contest. Only one team in the Eastern Conference (Buffalo) 
is giving up more. 

INJURY UPDATES 

 Forward Ondrej Kase has been in concussion 
protocol since October 13. Don Waddell said on 
March 3 that the team is not planning on him 
returning this season. 

 Forward Max Pacioretty tore his Achilles tendon for 
the second time in six months on January 19. 

ADDITIONAL GAME INFORMATION 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes will be wearing their red 
sweaters. 
Parking: Coming to the game? Save money by purchasing 
your parking in advance. Click here to learn more. 

AFTER THE FINAL HORN 

The Canes are scheduled to practice Friday and then host 
the Vegas Golden Knights Saturday at PNC Arena. 
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Super 16: Golden Knights enter top 5 of power rankings; Bruins stay No. 1 

Kings move up with 4-game win streak; Rangers fall post 
Trade Deadline 

The 2023 NHL Trade Deadline passed six days ago, and 
teams are figuring out how the players they acquired are 
going to fit in, where they're going to play, and how much 
and what kind of impact they'll make. 
All those teams are in the NHL.com weekly Super 16 again 
this week. It's the same 16 as last week, just in a different 
order.  
The Boston Bruins are again No. 1, and the Carolina 
Hurricanes are No. 2, but the Toronto Maple Leafs and New 
Jersey Devils have spots to round out the top four, and the 
Vegas Golden Knights climbed three spots to No. 5. 
The Los Angeles Kings also moved up to No. 7 from No. 10 
last week. The New York Rangers dropped four spots to No. 
10. 
All 16 teams ranked made at least one move in advance of 
the deadline to try to upgrade their chances of making a 
Stanley Cup run. Thoughts on what they did are below from 
each of the participating staff writers and editors who help 
create the Super 16 each week. 
As a reminder, to come up with the Super 16 each week, the 
13 voters put together their own version of what they think 
the rankings should look like. A point total assigned to each 
with the team selected first is given 16 points, second 15, 
third 14, and so on down the line. 
Here it is: 

1. BOSTON BRUINS (49-8-5) 

Total points: 208 
Last week: No. 1 
"So far, so good. The Bruins have been the class of the NHL 
for much of the season and, given the way their deadline 
acquisitions have seamlessly fit in, we shouldn't expect 
anything different moving forward. With forwards Taylor Hall 
and Nick Foligno out indefinitely, Tyler Bertuzzi stepped in 
and had an assist in his first period with the Bruins, a 4-2 
victory against the Rangers on March 4. Former Washington 
Capitals forward Garnet Hathaway has provided the 
physicality and zeal that's fit in perfectly with Boston's bottom 
six. And former Capitals defenseman Dmitry Orlov's nine 
points (three goals, six assists) in his first five games with the 
Bruins has fans referring to him as 'Bobby Orrlov.' It's cliche 
to say, sure, but for the Bruins, it's a simple case of keep 
doing what you're doing, even with the new cast members." -
- Mike Zeisberger, staff writer  

2. CAROLINA HURRICANES (42-12-8) 

Total points: 195 
Last week: No. 2 
"The Hurricanes made two moves prior to the deadline: 
defenseman Shayne Gostisbehere from the Arizona Coyotes 
and forward Jesse Puljujarvi from the Edmonton Oilers. 
Gostisbehere has made an immediate impact, scoring a goal 
in each of his first two games, and gives Carolina more depth 
at a position where it already had plenty. Puljujarvi has yet to 
make his Hurricanes debut, but when he does, the question 
will be who does he replace? It's never easy tinkering with a 
winning lineup, which Carolina has been doing a lot of this 
season. The challenge will be trying to incorporate him and 
hoping he fares better than he did in Edmonton." -- David 
Satriano, staff writer 

3. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (39-17-8) 

Total points: 176 
Last week: No. 4 
"With all the changes they made before the deadline, the 
Maple Leafs need to build chemistry on the fly. They'll have 
to do it without their main newcomer, Ryan O'Reilly, a 
forward out four weeks because of surgery to repair a broken 
finger. After Toronto plays its next three games at home, it 
could only help that the Maple Leafs go on a four-game road 
trip between March 21-28. It will be a great opportunity for 
everyone to mesh. Obviously, you want to win games in the 
process with the Stanley Cup Playoffs around the corner." -- 
Robert Laflamme, LNH.com senior writer 

4. NEW JERSEY DEVILS (41-16-6) 

Total points: 171 
Last week: No. 3 
"The Devils spent big to bring in Timo Meier to be a goal-
scorer. The question coach Lindy Ruff and his staff must 
answer is, what other two forwards can Meier play with that 
will guarantee the most success? Does Meier play on a line 
with fellow Switzerland native Nico Hischier at center, or do 
you load up and play him with Jack Hughes? And once you 
decide on the center, who fills out the line? A playmaker like 
Dawson Mercer, a grinding forward like Ondrej Palat, or 
another goal-scorer like Jesper Bratt or Tomas Tatar? The 
coaching staff is working on answering those questions. It 
needs to happen fast to allow whatever line Meier plays on to 
create the chemistry needed to give New Jersey its best 
chance to go deep into the playoffs." -- Adam Kimelman, 
deputy managing editor 
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5. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (38-20-6) 

Total points: 144 
Last week: No. 8 
"Ivan Barbashev, playing on the top line with Jack Eichel and 
Jonathan Marchessault, has made an immediate impact with 
five points (two goals, three assists) in his first five games for 
the Golden Knights after being acquired from the St. Louis 
Blues. Effectively replacing injured captain Mark Stone is a 
massive task, but so is the opportunity. Goalies Logan 
Thompson and Laurent Brossoit are each out with a lower-
body injury, Adin Hill is still dealing with one, and Robin 
Lehner (hip) has been out the entire season, which led to 
Vegas trading for Jonathan Quick. If all goes well with 
Thompson's recovery, the 37-year-old may not see any 
playoff action. But if Quick, a two-time Stanley Cup 
champion, gets hot over the next few weeks, there may be a 
tough decision to make." -- Paul Strizhevsky, staff writer 

6. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (38-21-5) 

Total points: 120 
Last week: No. 5 
"I haven't spent a whole lot of time doubting the Lightning 
over the past few seasons, but I'm doubting now. And that's 
because of what they did before the deadline -- highlighted 
by the pickup of forward Tanner Jeannot for draft picks -- and 
their results of late. Jeannot is hard to play against. He's big, 
fast and fits nicely within the history of depth forwards Tampa 
Bay has acquired before the deadline in the past. But is he 
enough to get the Lightning back atop the mountain again? 
I'm not sure of that." -- Amalie Benjamin, staff writer 

7. LOS ANGELES KINGS (37-20-8) 

Total points: 118 
Last week: No. 10 
"I like the Kings' additions of defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov 
and goalie Joonas Korpisalo from the Columbus Blue 
Jackets. Yes, it came at the expense of Quick, the best 
goalie in team history, being moved in the trade to the Blue 
Jackets, who then quickly sent him to the Golden Knights. 
It's a sad ending to a legendary career in Los Angeles, but it 
had to be done. Korpisalo is better at this stage of his career 
than Quick, who was 11-13-4 with a 3.50 goals-against 
average and .876 save percentage in 31 games (27 starts) 
this season. Korpisalo won his first start with the Kings, 
making 24 saves in a 4-2 victory against the Blues on March 
4. He has won four of five starts with 11 goals-against (2.23 
GAA and .933 save percentage) since Feb. 16. Gavrikov 
scored in a 4-2 win against the Capitals on Monday. The 
Kings have won four in a row, allowing more than two goals 
in just one. Their big issue all season has been keeping the 
puck out of the net. They're better at it now." -- Dan Rosen, 
senior writer 

8. DALLAS STARS (34-17-13) 

Total points: 114 
Last week: No. 9 
"The sample size is small, but the Stars are getting the exact 
result they wanted so far after adding forwards Evgenii 
Dadonov and Max Domi to strengthen their scoring depth. 
Dallas has scored at least four goals in each of its past five 
games and is averaging an NHL-best 4.80 goals per game 
since Dadonov was acquired in a trade with the Montreal 

Canadiens on Feb. 26. Before that, the Stars were 15th in 
the NHL with 3.19 goals per game, and Dadonov has three 
points (one goal, two assists) in the five games. Domi has 
one goal in two games since being acquired from the 
Chicago Blackhawks on March 2, so the Stars simply want to 
see more of the same in the coming weeks en route to the 
postseason." -- Tom Gulitti, staff writer  

9. COLORADO AVALANCHE (35-21-6) 

Total points: 105 
Last week: No. 7 
"The Avalanche did not acquire a No. 2 center to play behind 
Nathan MacKinnon. I wonder if that's going to be what 
comes back to bite them in the playoffs. We'll see, but the 
better bet is on them finding a way without having someone 
like Nazem Kadri, who had 87 points playing behind 
MacKinnon in Colorado last season. J.T. Compher, the 
current No. 2 center, has 42 points (13 goals, 29 assists) in 
62 games, but at least the Avalanche upgraded their center 
depth by getting Lars Eller from the Capitals. He won't blow 
anyone away with production, but Eller is another Stanley 
Cup champion on the roster, and he understands how to play 
postseason hockey in the third-line role. He won the Cup 
with Washington playing that role in 2019." -- Rosen  

10. NEW YORK RANGERS (35-19-9) 

Total points: 103 
Last week: No. 6 
"The Rangers changed their lineup significantly ahead of the 
deadline, adding forwards Tyler Motte, Vladimir Tarasenko 
and Patrick Kane. Tarasenko has had time to get acclimated 
after arriving from the Blues on Feb. 9. Motte, traded to New 
York by the Ottawa Senators, has played for the Rangers 
before and will have a secondary role. For the Rangers to 
get where they want to go, deep into the playoffs, it is Kane 
who will have to find his footing in short order. Kane has 
admitted the transition from the Blackhawks, the team he 
called home for 16 seasons and with whom he won the 
Stanley Cup three times, has not been easy. He has 
deferred to teammates, which is not his game. He needs the 
puck on his stick more often than not and a way to make that 
happen must be discovered in the next month." -- Shawn P. 
Roarke, senior director of editorial  

11. MINNESOTA WILD (37-21-7) 

Total points: 83 
Last week: No. 11 
"The Wild's big deadline moves were acquiring defenseman 
John Klingberg from the Anaheim Ducks and forward Oskar 
Sundqvist from the Detroit Red Wings. To know these were 
the right moves, I want to see them keep the consistency 
they've gained in recent weeks. So far, so good; Minnesota 
is 9-0-2 in its past 11 games after a 4-2 win against the 
Winnipeg Jets on Wednesday. Sundqvist brings a physical 
edge, something they always embrace, and Klingberg helps 
solidify their defense. The Wild were on the right track prior 
to the deadline and have moved into a tie with the Stars for 
first place in the Central Division. If Sundqvist and Klingberg 
can help them continue their successful run of late, they'll 
prove to be the right additions." -- Tracey Myers, staff writer   
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12. SEATTLE KRAKEN (37-21-6) 

Total points: 82 
Last week: No. 14 
"The Kraken are the same now as they were before the 
deadline and will get Andre Burakovsky back at some point. 
The injured forward hasn't played since Feb. 7 but has 
resumed skating. But the Kraken were quiet leading into the 
deadline, their lone move acquiring defenseman Jaycob 
Megna from the San Jose Sharks on Feb. 5. General 
manager Ron Francis said he likes the team and believes it 
deserves a chance, citing significant changes made after last 
season that have put Seattle in position to be in the playoffs 
this season. It's hard to argue with the thinking now because 
the Kraken have won five games in a row. They're on track 
for the playoffs and maybe the fact that they don't have to 
incorporate anybody new into the lineup and reestablish 
chemistry will help them. That's the gamble they took by not 
making any significant upgrades." -- Rosen 

13. EDMONTON OILERS (35-22-8) 

Total points: 65 
Last week: No. 12 
"We know the Oilers can score. The top-scoring team in the 
NHL has the top two scorers in the League: Connor McDavid 
and Leon Draisaitl. The big questions come playoff time are 
defense, depth and goaltending, which is why they acquired 
defenseman Mattias Ekholm and forward Nick Bjugstad. It's 
safe to say those were good moves, but Edmonton needs to 
get into playoff mode over the next few weeks, reducing 
scoring chances and goals against and making life easier for 
whoever is in net." -- Nicholas J. Cotsonika, columnist  

14. WINNIPEG JETS (36-26-3) 

Total points: 28 
Last week: No. 13 
"The Jets made two changes to their forward group by 
bringing in Nino Niederreiter and Vladislav Namestnikov. 
Niederreiter is a nice addition as a net front presence and 
has four points (two goals, two assists) in his first five games. 
Namestnikov is a versatile veteran who understands his role, 
can play in the bottom six and can move into the top six in a 
pinch, though that's not ideal because it would mean the Jets 
are dealing with injuries or poor play. They've been muddling 
through the latter of late with two wins in 10 games (2-6-2). 
This isn't about the new additions. Winnipeg must get back 
to playing better defense; the Jets have allowed 33 goals in 
those six games. It doesn't matter if you added help to score 
from the dirty areas or to give you depth. No team is winning 
in the regular season or the playoffs allowing nearly five 
goals per game." -- Rosen 

15. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (32-22-9) 

Total points: 27 
Last week: No. 15 
"It's been quite a while since the Penguins were fighting for 
their playoff lives, but the oldest roster in the NHL (30.25) 
finds itself in that situation after having qualified the past 16 
seasons. They're clinging to the second wild card from the 
Eastern Conference, three points ahead of the Florida 
Panthers. 'The Big Three' of Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin 
and Kris Letang continue to do their part, but the Penguins 
need secondary scoring down the stretch. They acquired 

forwards Nick Bonino, a Cup winner with Pittsburgh in 2016 
and 2017, and Mikael Granlund, who can play all three 
forward positions, before the deadline to assist the bottom 
six. Goalies Tristan Jarry (2.86 GAA, .914 save percentage,) 
and Casey DeSmith (3.22, .906) will also need to answer the 
bell when called upon over the final 19 games in 36 days to 
conclude the regular season." -- Mike G. Morreale, staff 
writer 

16. NEW YORK ISLANDERS (33-25-8) 

Total points: 25 
Last week: No. 16 
"Kudos to the Islanders, who struck early to acquire center 
Bo Horvat from the Vancouver Canucks before the flurry of 
moves leading into the deadline. Horvat provided an 
immediate boost offensively, but the trade became more vital 
when center Mathew Barzal sustained a lower-body injury 
Feb. 18. There would have been little chance for New York 
to make the playoffs without the move, but they're finding 
ways to win without Barzal, which is impressive." -- Brian 
Compton, managing editor 
Others receiving points: Nashville Predators 2, Ottawa 
Senators 1, Florida Panthers 1 
Dropped out: None 
 HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  
AMALIE BENJAMIN  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. Dallas Stars; 
9. Tampa Bay Lightning; 10. Los Angeles Kings; 11. Seattle 
Kraken; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Pittsburgh Penguins; 14. 
Edmonton Oilers; 15. Winnipeg Jets; 16. New York Islanders 
BRIAN COMPTON 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. New Jersey Devils; 5. Los Angeles Kings; 6. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Tampa Bay Lightning; 9. 
Seattle Kraken; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Colorado 
Avalanche; 12. New York Rangers; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
New York Islanders; 15. Winnipeg Jets; 16. Pittsburgh 
Penguins 
NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Los Angeles Kings; 
9. New York Rangers; 10. Seattle Kraken; 11. Minnesota 
Wild; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Winnipeg Jets; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. Nashville 
Predators 
TOM GULITTI  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. New Jersey Devils; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. New York Rangers; 
9. Los Angeles Kings; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 11. 
Minnesota Wild; 12. Seattle Kraken; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 
14. Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. New York Islanders; 16. 
Winnipeg Jets 
ADAM KIMELMAN 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. New Jersey Devils; 6. 
Dallas Stars; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. New York Rangers; 
9. Vegas Golden Knights; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Edmonton 
Oilers; 12. Los Angeles Kings; 13. New York Islanders; 14. 
Winnipeg Jets; 15. Seattle Kraken; 16. Pittsburgh Penguins 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 9, 2023 

 

ROBERT LAFLAMME  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. 
Dallas Stars; 7. Los Angeles Kings; 8. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
9. New York Rangers; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 11. 
Minnesota Wild; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Seattle Kraken; 
14. Winnipeg Jets; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. New York 
Islanders 
MIKE G. MORREALE 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. New Jersey Devils; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. 
Los Angeles Kings; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Colorado 
Avalanche; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Dallas Stars; 11. New 
York Rangers; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Seattle Kraken; 14. 
Winnipeg Jets; 15. New York Islanders; 16. Pittsburgh 
Penguins 
TRACEY MYERS  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. 
Los Angeles Kings; 7. Seattle Kraken; 8. Minnesota Wild; 9. 
Dallas Stars; 10. Tampa Bay Lightning; 11. New York 
Rangers; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
New York Islanders; 15. Winnipeg Jets; 16. Pittsburgh 
Penguins 
SHAWN P. ROARKE  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. 
Edmonton Oilers; 7. New Jersey Devils; 8. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 9. New York Rangers; 10. Dallas Stars; 11. Seattle 
Kraken; 12. Los Angeles Kings; 13. Minnesota Wild; 14. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Winnipeg Jets; 16. Ottawa 
Senators 

DAN ROSEN  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. New Jersey Devils; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. 
Los Angeles Kings; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. Seattle 
Kraken; 9. Tampa Bay Lightning; 10. Dallas Stars; 11. 
Minnesota Wild; 12. New York Rangers; 13. Edmonton 
Oilers; 14. Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. New York Islanders; 16. 
Winnipeg Jets 
DAVID SATRIANO 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. New Jersey Devils; 5. Los Angeles Kings; 6. Seattle 
Kraken; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Minnesota Wild; 9. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 10. Dallas Stars; 11. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. New York Islanders; 14. 
Edmonton Oilers; 15. Winnipeg Jets; 16. Florida Panthers 
PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. 
Dallas Stars; 7. Los Angeles Kings; 8. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
9. Seattle Kraken; 10. New York Rangers; 11. Colorado 
Avalanche; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Winnipeg Jets; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. Nashville 
Predators 
MIKE ZEISBERGER  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Colorado Avalanche; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 9. Edmonton Oilers; 10. Los Angeles Kings; 
11. Dallas Stars; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 14. New York Islanders; 15. Seattle Kraken; 16. 
Winnipeg Jets 

 

 

Hurricanes host the Flyers after shootout victory 

Philadelphia Flyers (24-29-11, seventh in the Metropolitan 
Division) vs. Carolina Hurricanes (42-12-8, first in the 
Metropolitan Division) 
Raleigh, North Carolina; Thursday, 7 p.m. EST 
BOTTOM LINE: The Philadelphia Flyers visit the Carolina 
Hurricanes after the Hurricanes took down the Montreal 
Canadiens 4-3 in a shootout. 
Carolina has a 42-12-8 record overall and a 15-4-1 record in 
Metropolitan Division play. The Hurricanes are 16-2-6 in 
games decided by a goal. 
Philadelphia is 6-9-5 against the Metropolitan Division and 
24-29-11 overall. The Flyers rank eighth in NHL play serving 
10.4 penalty minutes per game. 
The matchup Thursday is the third meeting between these 
teams this season. The Hurricanes won 4-3 in overtime in 
the last meeting. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Martin Necas has scored 25 goals 
with 34 assists for the Hurricanes. Seth Jarvis has five goals 
and three assists over the last 10 games. 
Travis Konecny has scored 27 goals with 27 assists for the 
Flyers. Rasmus Ristolainen has five assists over the last 10 
games. 
LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 8-2-0, averaging four goals, 
6.8 assists, 3.3 penalties and 7.7 penalty minutes while 
giving up 1.6 goals per game. 
Flyers: 2-7-1, averaging 2.2 goals, 3.4 assists, 3.1 penalties 
and 9.5 penalty minutes while giving up 4.1 goals per game. 
INJURIES: Hurricanes: Jesse Puljujarvi: out (nir - visa 
issues), Antti Raanta: day to day (undisclosed), Ondrej Kase: 
out (concussion), Jake Gardiner: out (hip/back), Max 
Pacioretty: out (achilles). 
Flyers: Cam Atkinson: out for season (neck), Ryan Ellis: out 
for season (pelvis), Travis Konecny: out (upper-body), Sean 
Couturier: out (back).



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 9, 2023 

 

 

 

NHL playoff standings update: Wild-card matchup preview 

By Tim Kavanagh 

There is still more than a month left in the regular season, so 
the specific playoff matchups as they stand today may not be 
the same ones that transpire in April. But that won't stop us 
from looking ahead a bit -- at least in the case of the top two 
seeds in the Eastern Conference. 
According to Money Puck, the Boston Bruins are projected to 
have a 100% chance of winning the Atlantic Division (no 
surprise, given their 17-point cushion with two games in hand 
over the Toronto Maple Leafs), while the Carolina Hurricanes 
have an 89.8% chance of winning the Metro -- their lead is 
slimmer, at four points over the New Jersey Devils, but they 
have a game in hand and an additional regulation win if it 
goes to that tiebreaker. 
As of now, the Bruins would take on the Pittsburgh Penguins 
in the first round, while the Canes would draw the New York 
Islanders. Players won't publicly admit who they'd prefer 
playing, but what do the numbers say? 
The Bruins have won both of their games against the 
Penguins, with an overall score of 8-6; they've won all three 
contests against the Isles, outscoring them 14-6 in those 
contests. Of the other teams in the wild-card hunt, the B's 
have gone 2-0-1 against the Buffalo Sabres (13-6 goal 
differential), 2-1-1 against the Florida Panthers (17-15), 1-1-1 
vs. the Ottawa Senators (with the Sens leading the goal 
differential, 11-10), and 1-1-0 in two games against the 
Washington Capitals (leading them in goals, 6-4). 
Meanwhile, the Canes have bested the Isles 2-1-0 thus far 
this season, with a 10-8 edge in goals; they've gone a 
perfect 4-0-0 against Sidney Crosby & Co., with a 12-8 
scoring lead. As for their other potential first-round matchups, 
the Canes are 2-0-0 against Buffalo, with a 10-4 differential; 
1-1-0 against Florida, edging them 4-3 in goals; their lone 
game against the Sens was a win, 4-0; and they have won 
all three games against the Caps, by an aggregate 10-5 
margin. 
As we enter the final stretch of the regular season, it's time to 
check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams 
jockeying for position in the 2023 NHL draft lottery. 
Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 
A1 Boston Bruins vs. WC2 Pittsburgh Penguins 
A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 
M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 New York Islanders 
M2 New Jersey Devils vs. M3 New York Rangers 
Western Conference 
C1 Dallas Stars vs. WC1 Edmonton Oilers 
C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 Colorado Avalanche 
P1 Vegas Golden Knights vs. WC2 Winnipeg Jets 
P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Seattle Kraken 

Thursday's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All games not on ESPN, TNT or 
NHL Network are available via NHL Power Play, which is 
included in an ESPN+ subscription (local blackout 
restrictions apply). 
Dallas Stars at Buffalo Sabres, 7 p.m. 
Philadelphia Flyers at Carolina Hurricanes, 7 p.m. 
New York Rangers at Montreal Canadiens, 7 p.m. 
New York Islanders at Pittsburgh Penguins, 7 p.m. 
Vegas Golden Knights at Tampa Bay Lightning, 7 p.m. 
New Jersey Devils at Washington Capitals, 7 p.m. 
Edmonton Oilers at Boston Bruins, 7:30 p.m. (ESPN+, Hulu) 
San Jose Sharks at St. Louis Blues, 8 p.m. 
Nashville Predators at Arizona Coyotes, 9 p.m. 
Los Angeles Kings at Colorado Avalanche, 9 p.m. 
Ottawa Senators at Seattle Kraken, 10 p.m. 

Expanded standings 
Atlantic Division 
Boston Bruins 

Points: 103 
Regulation wins: 42 
Playoff position: A1 
Games left: 20 
Points pace: 136 
Next game: vs. EDM (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 86 
Regulation wins: 33 
Playoff position: A2 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 110 
Next game: vs. EDM (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 81 
Regulation wins: 31 
Playoff position: A3 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 104 
Next game: vs. VGK (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 70 
Regulation wins: 28 
Playoff position: N/A 
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Games left: 17 
Points pace: 88 
Next game: vs. CHI (Friday) 
Playoff chances: 39% 
Tragic number: 31 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 68 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 89 
Next game: vs. DAL (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 15% 
Tragic number: 33 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 68 
Regulation wins: 25 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 89 
Next game: @ SEA (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 9% 
Tragic number: 33 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 67 
Regulation wins: 23 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 86 
Next game: @ BOS (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: 2% 
Tragic number: 30 

Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 57 
Regulation wins: 17 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 73 
Next game: vs. NYR (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 20 

Metropolitan Division 
Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 92 
Regulation wins: 31 
Playoff position: M1 
Games left: 20 
Points pace: 122 
Next game: vs. PHI (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

New Jersey Devils 

Points: 88 
Regulation wins: 30 
Playoff position: M2 
Games left: 19 

Points pace: 115 
Next game: @ WSH (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 79 
Regulation wins: 27 
Playoff position: M3 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 103 
Next game: @ MTL (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 98% 
Tragic number: N/A 

The NHL's top 10 players by position 
New York Islanders 

Points: 74 
Regulation wins: 29 
Playoff position: WC1 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 92 
Next game: @ PIT (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 52% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 73 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: WC2 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 95 
Next game: vs. NYI (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 76% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 68 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 86 
Next game: vs. NJ (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 10% 
Tragic number: 29 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 
Regulation wins: 22 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 76 
Next game: @ CAR (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 2 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 47 
Regulation wins: 15 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 60 
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Next game: vs. STL (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 10 

Central Division 
Dallas Stars 

Points: 81 
Regulation wins: 29 
Playoff position: C1 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 104 
Next game: @ BUF (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 98% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 81 
Regulation wins: 26 
Playoff position: C2 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 102 
Next game: @ SJ (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: 97% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 76 
Regulation wins: 25 
Playoff position: C3 
Games left: 20 
Points pace: 101 
Next game: vs. LA (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 75 
Regulation wins: 28 
Playoff position: WC2 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 95 
Next game: @ FLA (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: 54% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 69 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 21 
Points pace: 93 
Next game: @ ARI (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 35% 
Tragic number: 36 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 59 
Regulation wins: 19 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 77 
Next game: vs. SJ (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 22 

Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 54 
Regulation wins: 17 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 69 
Next game: vs. NSH (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 15 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 49 
Regulation wins: 14 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 63 
Next game: @ FLA (Friday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 10 

Pacific Division 
Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 82 
Regulation wins: 28 
Playoff position: P1 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 105 
Next game: @ TB (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 98% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 82 
Regulation wins: 27 
Playoff position: P2 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 104 
Next game: @ COL (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 97% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Seattle Kraken 

Points: 80 
Regulation wins: 30 
Playoff position: P3 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 103 
Next game: vs. OTT (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 97% 
Tragic number: N/A 
Edmonton Oilers 
Points: 78 
Regulation wins: 33 
Playoff position: WC1 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 98 
Next game: @ BOS (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 94% 
Tragic number: N/A 
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Calgary Flames 

Points: 71 
Regulation wins: 23 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 90 
Next game: vs. ANA (Friday) 
Playoff chances: 32% 
Tragic number: 30 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 59 
Regulation wins: 16 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 76 
Next game: vs. OTT (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 20 

Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 51 
Regulation wins: 11 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 64 
Next game: @ CGY (Friday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 10 

San Jose Sharks 

Points: 50 
Regulation wins: 14 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 63 
Next game: @ STL (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 9 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top 
of the first round, so the team that finishes in last place is not 
guaranteed the No. 1 selection. As of 2021, a team may 
move up a maximum of 10 spots if it wins the lottery, so only 
11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 pick. Full 
details on the process can be found here. Sitting No. 1 on 
the draft board for this summer is Connor Bedard, who has 
been lauded as a generational talent. 

1. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 47 
Regulation wins: 15 

2. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 49 
Regulation wins: 14 

3. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 51 
Regulation wins: 11 

4. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 50 
Regulation wins: 14 

5. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 54 
Regulation wins: 17 

6. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 59 
Regulation wins: 16 

7. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 57 
Regulation wins: 17 

8. St. Louis Blues 

Points: 59 
Regulation wins: 19 

9. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 
Regulation wins: 22 

10. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 67 
Regulation wins: 23 

11. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 68 
Regulation wins: 24 

12. Washington Capitals 

Points: 68 
Regulation wins: 24 

13. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 68 
Regulation wins: 25 

14. Nashville Predators 

Points: 69 
Regulation wins: 24 

15. Florida Panthers* 

Points: 70 
Regulation wins: 28 

16. Calgary Flames 

Points: 71 
Regulation wins: 23 
Notes on traded picks impacting the top 16:  

 Montreal will receive Florida's first-round pick as a 
result of the trade last season that brought Ben 
Chiarot to the Panthers. 
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Pyotr Kochetkov back with Canes on emergency recall 

After Antti Raanta suffered a potential injury last night 
against the Montreal Canadiens, it seems that the 
Hurricanes will need the services of Pyotr Kochetkov once 
again. 
By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes announced today that netminder 
Pyotr Kochetkov was recalled to the team on an emergency 
basis. 
This more than likely means that the injury concerns 
surrounding goaltender Antti Raanta are more serious than 
possibly thought after he was held out of the last two periods 
on Tuesday night against the Montreal Canadiens for what 
Rod Brind’Amour called “precautionary reasons.” 
Kochetkov has an 11-3-1 record since being reassigned to 
Chicago in January with a 0.918 save percentage and 2.39 
goals against average.  
The Russian will also add some grit and goal scoring to the 
lineup. 
The press release from the team follows: 
‘CANES RECALL KOCHETKOV ON AN EMERGENCY 
BASIS 
Goaltender is 10-4-5 with three shutouts in 19 NHL 
appearances this season 
RALEIGH, N.C. – Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has recalled 
goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov from the Chicago Wolves of the 
American Hockey League (AHL) on an emergency basis. 

Kochetkov, 23, has earned a 10-4-5 record, 2.33 goals-
against average and .913 save percentage in 19 NHL games 
with Carolina in 2022-23 and has posted a 13-4-5 record in 
22 appearances with the Hurricanes since making his NHL 
debut last season. Among rookie goaltenders with at least 15 
appearances this season, he ranks first in goals-against 
average and tied for second in save percentage. The 6’3”, 
193-pound netminder also ranks tied for fifth in the league 
with three shutouts, tied for the second-most in a single 
season by any Whalers/Hurricanes rookie. He was named 
the NHL’s Rookie of the Month for December after posting a 
7-0-1 record, 1.63 goals-against average, .939 save 
percentage and two shutouts in eight games, and he 
registered the longest shutout sequence by any rookie in 
franchise history from Dec. 10-15 (151:26). Kochetkov has 
also earned a 13-5-2 record, 2.39 goals-against average, 
.916 save percentage and one shutout in 20 AHL games with 
Chicago in 2022-23, and he is one of only two AHL 
netminders with a goal this season, as he scored his first 
AHL goal while shorthanded against Milwaukee on March 3. 
He has now registered a 26-6-3 record in his regular-season 
AHL career and went 5-1 with two shutouts in the 2022 
playoffs to help lead the Wolves to a Calder Cup 
championship. The Penza, Russia, native was named Best 
Goaltender at the 2019 IIHF World Junior Championship 
after earning a 4-1 record, 1.45 goals-against average and 
.953 save percentage to lead his home country to a bronze 
medal. Kochetkov was selected by the Hurricanes in the 
second round, 36th overall, of the 2019 NHL Draft. 
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About Last Night: KK, Comebacks and 2 points 

It was a storybook ending for the Canes Tuesday night, as 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi netted a shootout winner to get the last 
laugh in the Bell Centre. 
By Alec Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes certainly didn’t play their best 
hockey game inside the Bell Centre Tuesday night, falling 
behind 2-0 to the Montreal Canadiens early while struggling 
to get to their game.  
But in the end, the Canes found two points, beating the 
Canadiens in a shootout wrapped up by a delicious moment 
for Jesperi Kotkaniemi as an arena full of fans of the losing 
team reigned down boos on their former winger. 
To add another sweet note to a fortunate two points, the New 
Jersey Devils fell in regulation to the Toronto Maple Leafs as 
the Canes extended their lead in the Metro to four points with 
one fewer game played.  
About last night: 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s last laugh 
The Jesperi Kotkaniemi-Montreal Canadiens saga is a well-
known thing, at this point. Kotkaniemi was drafted third 
overall by the Habs in 2018, scored 62 points in three 
seasons for the Canadiens and then accepted an offer sheet 
to join the Hurricanes in the summer of 2021.  
Since then, Kotkaniemi has been the unfair recipient of a 
plethora of online hate from some (not all, never judge a 
fanbase by the loudest Twitter users) Montreal fans who 
can’t seem to get KK out of their head.  
So Tuesday night in Montreal, Kotkaniemi got the last laugh 
in a comeback win for the Canes that came to a sweet 
conclusion as Kotkaniemi blasted the game-winning shootout 
tally to give the second point to Carolina.  
As the fans in the Bell Centre, heading home after witnessing 
a loss, showered boos onto Kotkaniemi, the young Finn was 
embraced by his entire team climbing over the boards onto 
the ice.  

Blues-Hawks beef and the St. Patrick’s Day Massacre 

 

In most sports, if players physically attack each other, it’s 
because there is some level of beef between them. But that’s 
not the case in hockey. Or… I guess… boxing. Or MMA, or 
karate, or bullfighting, or a number of other sports, fine, but 
my point is: Hockey has a lot of fights that aren’t beef-based. 
So when hockey players do have beef, it’s only going to get 
more ugly. And when two entire hockey teams have beef? 
Well, as was the case with St. Louis and Chicago, you get a 
game so violent it becomes known as The St. Patrick’s Day 
Massacre. 

It was an awesome moment for Kotkaniemi, who now has 
two goals, three points and a shootout winner in just four 
games against his former team.  
Blue line bolsters comeback effort 
The first two periods were rough for the Hurricanes, as 
Montreal controlled the game and the Canes never really 
looked to be into it. It’s not something that has happened 
much, if at all, for Carolina this season, but Tuesday the 

team was just kind of bad during the first two periods of the 
night.  
But despite that bad, the Canes stayed in things. And it was 
the defensemen who were to thank, as Carolina got its 
scoring from the blue line as the team as a whole struggled.  
After surrendering a second goal of the first period to go 
down 2-0, the Canes got one back just 15 seconds later as 
Jaccob Slavin opened the ledger for the visitors with a quick 
snipe off a good feed from Derek Stepan.  
Then in the second period, Brady Skjei tied the game just a 
minute into the frame.  
For the Canes, blue line production is nothing new. With 
Slavin’s goal, the Canes now have four defensemen with 20 
or more points this season (not including Shayne 
Gostisbehere, who has 35 points but just four with the 
Canes).  
The Canes have led the league for most of the season in 
goals from blue liners, and Tuesday night it was that 
offensive ability from the back end that kept Carolina in the 
game.  
Freddie stepping up 
Antti Raanta started the game in net for the Hurricanes, but 
only played the first period as he exited during the first 
intermission with an injury. The exit was precautionary and 
things sound mostly good on the Raanta front, but Frederik 
Andersen had to come in after sitting for a period Tuesday 
night. And he did really, really well.  
Andersen made 13 saves on 14 shots faced, a couple of 
times making key stops in big moments to give the 
Hurricanes a chance. Then in the shootout, Andersen made 
a handful of strong stops to keep giving the Hurricanes 
chances to win the thing.  
When Andersen came into the game, the Canes were down 
2-1. When things ended, Carolina had two points. It’s really 
hard for any goalie to come off the bench and perform, but 
Andersen looked like it was just any other game.  
Other thoughts 

 The big bugaboo, apart from the poor start, on the 
night is the injuries, as both Raanta and Jalen 
Chatfield left the game. Rod Brind’Amour said 
postgame that both were precautionary, so that’s 
good.  

 Carolina’s fourth line was awesome and did some 
really good things to keep the Canes going. For 
mainly Derek Stepan (one assist) — but also Paul 
Stastny (one assist) and Stefan Noesen — it was a 
great effort from all of them to show they belong 
with Jesse Puljujarvi waiting to join the squad and 
take a spot.  

 Kotkaniemi’s shootout winner was fun and the big 
moment, but good lord was Teuvo Teravainen’s 
goal that kept the Hurricanes alive in the shootout 
filthy.  

 The Canes got the win, but Jake Allen was 
awesome in net for Montreal. Tip of the cap for a 
really impressive performance. Allen did a ton in 
overtime to even get the game to a shootout.  
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TODAY’S LINKS  

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article272915440.html#storylink=mainstage_lead 
https://theathletic.com/4289690/2023/03/09/nhl-norris-trophy-breakdown/ 

https://theathletic.com/4286932/2023/03/08/nhl-trade-deadline-oreilly-klingberg/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-march-9-versus-philadelphia/c-341990338 

https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-march-9/c-341997174 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-dayton-flyers-travis-konecny-hockey-2543b6a9a88a42149c308855f5fe7750 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/35814681/nhl-playoff-standings-update-wild-card-matchup-previews 
https://www.canescountry.com/2023/3/8/23631446/pyotr-kochetkov-back-with-carolina-hurricanes-on-emergency-recall-chicago-

wolves-antti-raanta 
https://www.canescountry.com/2023/3/8/23630131/about-last-night-kk-comebacks-and-2-points 

 
 
 
 

 
 

1211915 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Hurricanes recall goalie Pyotr Kochetkov on emergency basis after 
possible Raanta injury 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes had plans to alternate goalies Frederik 
Andersen and Antti Raanta over the last 20 games of the regular season, 
but those plans changed Wednesday. 

The Canes recalled goalie Pyotr Kochetkov from the AHL’s Chicago 
Wolves on an emergency basis, a day after Raanta left a road game at 
Montreal after the first period. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said after the 4-3 shootout win that 
Raanta, who faced 10 shots and allowed two goals in the first period, 
was taken out as a precautionary move. Carolina, which hosts 
Philadelphia on Thursday, did not practice Wednesday. 

Andersen came into the Montreal game, stopped 13 of 14 shots, and was 
the winner as the Canes rallied to tie the score 3-3 late in regulation. 
Carolina then won the shootout on Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s game-deciding 
goal. 

Kochetkov, 23, has a 10-4-5 record, 2.33 goals-against average and .913 
save percentage in 19 NHL games with Carolina in 2022-23. He was 
named NHL rookie of the month for December after posting a 7-0-1 
record, 1.63 GAA, .939 save percentage and two shutouts in eight game. 

Kochetkov had the longest shutout sequence by a rookie in franchise 
history (151:26) from Dec. 10-15, 2022. 

Raanta had earned a point in 13 consecutive games before the game in 
Montreal. 

News Observer LOADED: 03.09.2023 

1211977 Philadelphia Flyers 

 

Travis Sanheim and Joel Farabee are the latest Flyers in John 
Tortorella’s doghouse. What’s next? 

 

Olivia Reiner  

 

TAMPA BAY, Fla. — Travis Sanheim may not be clairvoyant, but he 
certainly understands how coach John Tortorella sends messages to his 
players when they aren’t performing up to his standard. Repeatedly. 

In the wake of the Flyers’ 6-2 loss to the Vancouver Canucks on Feb. 18, 
Sanheim was a healthy scratch for the Flyers’ Feb. 20 road game against 
the Calgary Flames at the Scotiabank Saddledome, where he played 
junior hockey for the Calgary Hitmen and had family and friends in 
attendance. The 26-year-old defenseman said in the aftermath that he 
wasn’t entirely sure why he was held out (one could presume it at least 
partially had to do with the two goals he was on the ice for against the 
Canucks), but regardless, he emphasized that it’s on him to heed 
Tortorella’s wake-up call. 

“You’re not going to like each other every single day of the season,” 
Sanheim said on Feb. 24. “There’s going to be hard times. There’s going 
to be times where he’s going to sit me. There’s going to be times in the 
game and he’s going to have to be hard on me and I’ve got to be able to 
take it and respond.” 

It turned out that those hard times were right around the corner. 

After Sanheim was called for a defensive-zone tripping penalty in the first 
period of the Flyers’ eventual 5-2 loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning on 
Tuesday night, Tortorella glued him to the bench for the entire second 
period. The penalty wasn’t the sole issue, as Sanheim turned over an 
attempted clearing pass in the Flyers’ zone moments beforehand, then 
mishandled the puck behind the net before tripping Lightning captain 
Steven Stamkos in the corner. 

Sanheim had company on the bench — winger Joel Farabee, who 
committed a pair of minor penalties of his own in the first period, 
bookended the opposite side of the bench for the middle frame. 

Two weeks earlier against the Flames, Tortorella also implicitly 
expressed frustration with the 23-year-old Farabee when he limited him 
to just 3 minutes, 14 seconds of ice time through two periods. After 
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Farabee failed to pick up Flames center Mikael Backlund prior to a goal 
roughly halfway through the second period, Farabee stayed on the bench 
for the remainder of the game. 

But on Tuesday night, Sanheim and Farabee returned to action in the 
third period, ultimately logging totals of 12:12 and 12:48 of ice time, 
respectively. Seeing as Tortorella had to send the same message twice 
to the same players in a span of two weeks, he expressed some concern 
after the game. 

“Yeah,” Tortorella said. “I don’t know where I go there.” 

Tortorella said he gave Sanheim and Farabee second chances in the 
third period because he wanted to see if they would answer the proper 
way. In the immediate aftermath, Tortorella said that he thought Farabee 
had a couple of scoring chances and got involved in the offense, but he 
needed to go back and watch the tape to get a better understanding. 

Sanheim and Farabee weren’t the only Flyers players to err in the 
contest. Defenseman Tony DeAngelo earned a five-minute major penalty 
and a game misconduct for spearing Lightning winger Corey Perry late in 
the third period. Tortorella said immediately after the game that 
DeAngelo “may have crossed the line” with his hot temper (he said he 
wanted to watch the clip back), but added “that’s part of who Tony is.” 

He suggested that Sanheim and Farabee could stand to benefit from 
taking a page out of DeAngelo’s book, one that’s riddled with past 
transgressions. DeAngelo has been suspended for two games as a result 
of the spearing incident. 

“I want him to have his personality, to have that competitiveness,” 
Tortorella said. “A couple of guys that I did sit, I wish a little bit of that 
would rub off on them.” 

Both Sanheim and Farabee declined to speak to the media after the 
game. 

What’s next for Sanheim and Farabee, players who are poised to be 
long-term pieces of the Flyers’ future but have struggled under 
Tortorella? On the day of the Flyers’ Oct. 13 season opener, general 
manager Chuck Fletcher signed Sanheim to an eight-year, $50 million 
contract extension that starts next season. The extension came on the 
heels of a breakthrough season under interim coach Mike Yeo (seven 
goals and 19 assists in 57 games with Yeo at the helm) and prevented 
Sanheim from becoming an unrestricted free agent after this season, all 
before new bench boss Tortorella coached him in a regular-season 
game. 

This season, Sanheim hasn’t flashed as much offensively, registering 
four goals and 12 assists in 63 games. He is minus-eight with a career-
high 36 penalty minutes. His advanced metrics are lackluster, too, 
ranking 160th among 196 qualified defensemen (minimum of 500 
minutes TOI) in goals above replacement (-1.6), per Evolving Hockey. 
Last season, Sanheim ranked 22nd of 218 qualified defensemen in GAR 
(13.9). 

Meanwhile, Farabee is in the first year of a six-year, $30 million deal that 
runs through the 2027-28 season. He underwent artificial disk 
replacement surgery in his neck in June and did not have a full offseason 
to get stronger, thus hampering his performance this season. He is 
averaging .42 points per game (nine goals and 18 assists in 64 games), 
which is his lowest clip since his rookie season (.40 points per game) and 
is down from last season (.54 points per game). Two seasons ago as a 
20-year-old, Farabee notched a team-high 20 goals in just 55 games. 

Tortorella may not have known where he wanted to go with Sanheim and 
Farabee immediately after the loss to the Lightning. In all likelihood, as 
the year winds down, they will continue to get opportunities to prove that 
they can be a part of the solution going forward and that this season is an 
anomaly for each of them. 

What happens after that, however, is the more provoking question. 

“I’ve said it all along, one of the biggest steps we have to take, and I think 
it’s the first step, is addition by subtraction,” Tortorella said after the trade 

deadline on March 4. “And some guys are fighting not to get on that 
subtraction part of it. And it’s a big 20 games for some people.” 
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Tony DeAngelo to have hearing with NHL Public Safety after spearing 
incident 

 

Giana Han  

 

Things got chippy between the Flyers and the Tampa Bay Lightning on 
Tuesday night at Amalie Arena, but with two minutes and 40 seconds 
remaining in the game, Flyers defenseman Tony DeAngelo took it a step 
too far. 

Following a shot on goal by James van Riemsdyk, a small scrum 
gathered around the Tampa net. DeAngelo skated from behind the net, 
stuck his stick into the scrum and jabbed it between Corey Perry’s legs. 
The Flyers defenseman was assessed a five-minute major penalty for 
spearing as well as a game misconduct. DeAngelo was subsequently 
jumped by several Lightning players who were unhappy with the dirty 
play. 

NHL Player Safety announced Wednesday that DeAngelo will have a 
hearing today to discuss potential supplemental discipline for his actions 
in the Flyers’ 5-2 loss. 

The Flyers were down 4-2 when DeAngelo speared Perry. Just under 20 
seconds into the ensuing Lightning power play, Nikita Kucherov scored 
the final goal of the game. 

After the game, DeAngelo said he was trying to “give him a little shot,” 
but he wasn’t aiming between the legs. He said Perry had slashed him 
and talked trash all game but declined to fight him. 

“Replay probably looks a bit worse than it was meant to be,” DeAngelo 
said. “But it is what it is. I took 30 punches on the ground, and when I get 
up, they don’t let me do what I got to do. So it’s whatever.” 

The Flyers defenseman figures to receive some sort of his suspension 
for his actions, given the deliberate nature of the action and the area 
targeted. After the game, DeAngelo tried to explain what happened: 

DeAngelo, 27, was previously suspended three times in junior hockey by 
the OHL and once in the NHL while a member of the Arizona Coyotes. 
His first two suspensions were for violating the league’s Harassment and 
Abuse/Diversity Policy. He then was suspended for abuse of an official. 
In 2017, he was suspended for physical assault of a referee while with 
the Coyotes. He was also fined $14,388.90. 
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Sanheim, Farabee sit in 2nd period of loss; DeAngelo faces possible 
suspension 

 

Jordan Hall 

 

Two players sat for the entire second period. 

One player was kicked out late in the third period. 
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Tuesday was an ugly night for the Flyers down in Tampa Bay, Florida. 
They were outclassed by the Lightning in a 5-2 loss at Amalie Arena. 

John Tortorella decided to bench Travis Sanheim and Joel Farabee 
during the middle stanza. With 2:40 minutes left in the game, Tony 
DeAngelo got the boot from the officials after he speared Corey Perry. 

Quite the inauspicious start to a challenging three-game road swing for 
the Flyers (24-29-11). 

They had a 1-0 first-period lead, courtesy of Morgan Frost, but it lasted 
only 1:46 minutes. 

Brendan Lemieux scored the Flyers' other goal. With his team down 4-1 
in the second period, the trade acquisition stopped the bleeding when he 
just barely got a piece of Cam York's shot. 

The Flyers have lost 13 of their last 17 games (4-9-4). They didn't handle 
themselves well against an angry Tampa Bay team that saw its season-
worst losing streak hit five games with a 6-0 blowout Sunday at the 
hands of the Hurricanes. 

The Lightning (38-21-5) put that skid to rest and took the regular-season 
series from Tortorella's club. The Flyers went 1-2-0 against Tampa Bay. 

• In the first period, Farabee committed two penalties and Sanheim one. 

The Lightning scored on two of the power play opportunities to flip the 
Flyers' 1-0 lead into a 2-1 deficit by the first 34 seconds of the second 
period. 

Clearly, Tortorella was not pleased. 

Farabee and Sanheim did not see the ice at all in the middle stanza. The 
head coach put them back in the game during the third period. Farabee 
finished with 12:48 minutes on the night and Sanheim 12:12. 

Was it wise to glue both of them to the pine in the second period? 

The decision to bench Farabee was highly questionable when you 
consider a few things: 

He assisted Frost's game-opening goal. 

And, just two days ago, he played one of his better games in a while. 
Farabee didn't score a goal Sunday night, but he looked a lot more like 
himself offensively. 

"God, he could have had two or three," Tortorella said after the Flyers' 3-
1 win over the Red Wings. "That's the first step, right? He's involved in 
the offense. You noticed him tonight, so hopefully he'll just keep on 
growing from there." 

But that momentum was completely thwarted by sitting him for an entire 
period. Farabee hasn't scored a goal in 23 straight games. 

More: Tortorella sticking with Farabee, says the winger's agent 'should 
just shut up' 

A little over two weeks ago, Tortorella made Sanheim a healthy scratch. 
It came in Calgary, Alberta, where Sanheim played junior hockey and 
had family in attendance for the game. 

Four days later, Sanheim said "not a whole lot" was communicated to 
him the day of the benching. 

Does a player have to seek out the coach? 

"I wasn't thrilled with the decision being in Calgary," Sanheim said Feb. 
24. "For me, I didn't go upon that. But maybe moving forward, that is a 
route." 

Much like Farabee, Sanheim is trying to regain his confidence. Sitting 
during the second period Tuesday night probably didn't help. 

• DeAngelo let his frustration get the best of him when he inexcusably 
speared Perry in the marbles after a whistle. 

The 27-year-old defenseman is a fiery player and has kept his emotions 
in check for the most part this season. But this was bad. It looks 
inexplicable on video and it very well could warrant a suspension from 
the NHL Department of Player Safety. 

Update: DeAngelo hit with suspension for spearing Perry below the belt 

Eighteen seconds later, Nikita Kucherov finished off the Flyers with 
Tampa Bay's third power play goal. 

• Carter Hart made 34 saves on 39 shots. 

During the second period, he stumbled behind his net, which led to the 
Lightning's fourth goal. 

But other than that, he was far from the Flyers' issue. 

Tampa Bay netminder Andrei Vasilevskiy, a five-time All-Star and two-
time Stanley Cup champion, stopped 33 of the Flyers' 35 shots. 

• Frost's goal gave him 30 points on the season (12 goals, 18 assists). 

Lemieux's goal was his first with the Flyers. He made a positive first 
impression Sunday night. 

• The road trip continues Thursday when the Flyers visit the Metropolitan 
Division-leading Hurricanes (7 p.m. ET/NBCSP). 
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Flyers’ Tony DeAngelo suspended 2 games for spearing Lightning’s 
Corey Perry 

 

The Athletic Staff, Charlie O'Connor  

 

Philadelphia Flyers defenseman Tony DeAngelo received a two-game 
suspension for spearing Tampa Bay Lightning forward Corey Perry in 
Tuesday’s game. Here’s what you need to know: 

The incident occurred in front of Tampa Bay’s net at 17:20 of the third 
period of the Lightning’s 5-2 win at Amalie Arena. 

DeAngelo received a five-minute penalty and was ejected from the game, 
putting the Flyers on the penalty kill for the remainder of the game. 

Philadelphia’s Tony DeAngelo has been suspended for two games for 
Spearing Tampa Bay’s Corey Perry. https://t.co/oUumwzAIbM 

— NHL Player Safety (@NHLPlayerSafety) March 8, 2023 

Backstory 

DeAngelo skated into a scrum in front of the Lightning’s net, extended his 
stick and hit Perry in the groin. Perry’s teammates responded by tackling 
DeAngelo on the ice. 

After the game, DeAngelo denied that he intended to spear Perry in the 
groin, but he unapologetically said that he certainly meant to spear Perry. 

“I was trying to give him a little shot, I wasn’t looking for it to go there,” he 
said. “He tried to slash my stick out of my hands a second beforehand. 
He talks all game. I asked him to fight, he doesn’t want to fight. He’ll tell 
you that he’s asked me to fight for years. I don’t say no. So, there’s not 
much of an argument there.” 

This isn’t the first time DeAngelo, 27, has faced discipline. New York 
Rangers coach David Quinn benched DeAngelo twice in three seasons 
for “maturity issues” — mostly for verbal barbs aimed at referees and 
opponents. After the defenseman got into an altercation with his 
teammate, goalie Alexandar Georgiev, the Rangers placed DeAngelo on 
waivers in early 2021. 
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DeAngelo signed with the Carolina Hurricanes in July 2021 and was 
traded to the Flyers a year later. 

The Athletic’s instant analysis: 

The sign of a bigger problem with DeAngelo? 

Given the fact that the Flyers’ season is all but over from a playoff 
perspective, it’s not like DeAngelo’s two-game absence is going to hurt 
them too much — they’ll just start Justin Braun as the No. 6 defenseman 
and bring Kieffer Bellows back into the lineup as the 12th forward for the 
final two games of this road trip. The more pressing question is whether 
this is the beginning of DeAngelo letting his emotions get the better of 
him to the detriment of his club, as he has in the past. 

Head coach John Tortorella notably defended DeAngelo — not his 
action, which was objectively dirty, but his competitive attitude which led 
to him crossing the line in this particular case. Tortorella doesn’t want 
Tony D to tone it down too much, but his lack of discipline has hurt his 
teams in the past, and there’s a possibility that he could be starting back 
down that road with this particular play. Again, the rest of 2022-23 is 
basically meaningless in terms of standings position for the Flyers (aside 
from lottery odds), so if DeAngelo loses his cool a couple more times 
over the next month, it won’t matter much for Philadelphia’s standings. If 
it’s the start of a downward discipline spiral heading into 2023-24, 
however? That’s another story. — O’Connor 
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How Flyers’ John Tortorella chose to talk about Tony DeAngelo, Travis 
Sanheim and Joel Farabee is revealing 

 

Charlie O'Connor  

 

TAMPA, Fla. — One Philadelphia Flyers player speared an opponent in 
the nether regions on Tuesday night and ended any chance of the team 
coming back down 4-2 with 2:40 remaining. He’s probably going to be 
suspended for it. 

And he wasn’t even the player that John Tortorella was most angry at in 
the wake of the team’s 5-2 defeat to the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Yeah, things are going swell at the moment. 

It was little surprise the Flyers lost to the Lightning in Tampa on Tuesday, 
even with the two-time champs having dropped five straight and missing 
Victor Hedman from the lineup. After all, they still had Nikita Kucherov 
(two goals and an assist), Andrei Vasilevskiy (.943 save percentage), 
Brayden Point (one assist) and Steven Stamkos. The Flyers had … 24 
minutes worth of Owen Tippett and Carter Hart desperately trying to 
make up the talent gap between the two clubs’ skaters. This wasn’t going 
to go well, even for Hart. 

Carter Hart falls down behind the net and Alex Killorn scores his second 
goal of the night to make it 4-1. pic.twitter.com/Z7k84GVA8G 

— Ryan Quigley (@ryanquigz) March 8, 2023 

But it could have been just another loss during a stretch run that will 
surely be full of them, another example of a Flyers club trying hard but 
falling to a clearly superior team. And for most of the players on the team, 
that’s exactly what it was. 

For Joel Farabee and Travis Sanheim, however? It was far worse. 

Both players have been disciplined by Tortorella in recent weeks; 
Farabee via a rest-of-the-game benching in Calgary after a blown 
coverage, and Sanheim via a surprise scratch for that same game due to 
continued poor play, culminating with a disastrous game in Vancouver 

two days prior. There was fallout in each case. Farabee’s camp leaked 
general dissatisfaction with Tortorella in the days following the benching, 
leading Tortorella to rip Farabee’s agent but defend the player, 
acknowledging that his lost offseason due to his neck surgery has played 
a role in his underwhelming season, and he was going to cut Farabee 
some slack as a result. Sanheim, on the other hand, was clearly hurt by 
the scratching, not because it wasn’t deserved, but because his family 
and friends had traveled to Calgary for the game — a slight that was not 
received well in the Philadelphia locker room. 

It appeared that the dust was settling on both situations. Until Tuesday, 
when Sanheim had a truly horrific shift at the end of the first period 
culminating in a tripping penalty, and Farabee took two penalties of his 
own, with both leading directly to Tampa Bay power play goals. 

Tortorella had seen enough, and stapled both to the bench for the 
entirety of the second period. 

“Yeah, I don’t know where I go there,” Tortorella said with clear 
exasperation in his voice after the game when asked if it was frustrating 
that he felt the need to punish both again so soon after his last discipline. 

Hoo boy. 

Tortorella did ultimately send them back out for regular shifts in the third 
period — something of a logistical necessity, given that both Tanner 
Laczynski and Brendan Lemieux are probably not in peak physical 
condition after long absences. Keeping them on the bench would have 
left the team with just eight full strength forwards, given that they dressed 
only 11 to start the game, and No. 7 defenseman Justin Braun has 
cracked the 12-minute mark in a game just twice since Jan. 1. So 
Tortorella gave both Farabee and Sanheim another chance. Why? 

“Trying to see if they would answer the proper way,” he said. 

Did they? 

“I got to watch the tape,” he said. 

Again, hoo boy. 

Over the past two weeks, my understanding was that Tortorella had 
settled into something of a resigned acceptance regarding the Farabee 
and Sanheim situations. He had decided to essentially punt his true 
evaluation of Farabee to next season, admitting to himself that holding 
the 2022-23 season against Farabee wasn’t quite fair. As for Sanheim, 
the frustration lingered, but the hard truth is that given Sanheim’s eight-
year contract that kicks in starting in 2023-24, Tortorella is just going to 
have to figure out a way to fix him. He’s not going anywhere. 

That patience lasted a whole two weeks before disintegrating. 

I suspect Tortorella has more time for Farabee at this point. A few weeks 
ago, he referred to the 23-year-old as “sneaky tough” — a glowing 
compliment in Tortorella speak — and even on Tuesday, he found it in 
himself to acknowledge that he noticed Farabee creating a couple 
chances and being involved in the offense in the third period after the 
temporary benching. 

Sanheim is a different story. 

It was a fait accompli in some Flyers fan circles heading into 2022-23 that 
Tortorella and Sanheim were destined to clash. I never quite bought that, 
because I assumed two things. First, that Tortorella would be impressed 
by Sanheim’s first-on-the-ice, last-off-it work ethic. And second, that 
Tortorella — who is more open to statistical evaluation of players than 
even he often lets on — would be convinced of Sanheim’s usefulness by 
his knack for driving positive scoring chance differentials. 

Tortorella hasn’t had an issue with Sanheim’s work ethic; he made a 
point to note a few days after the scratching that he thinks the world of 
Sanheim as a person. But Sanheim’s on-ice results? They’ve completely 
and inexplicably tanked. 

All stats courtesy of Evolving-Hockey. RAPM model even strength only. 
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Even Sanheim’s fiercest defenders acknowledge that purely by the eye 
test, he can look ugly at times, as he has a penchant for big defensive 
gaffes and a discomfort with the physical side of defending. But in the 
past, those backers could always point to the numbers to justify 
Sanheim’s continued place in the lineup. It was all the little things — and 
occasionally big things, at least offensively — that Sanheim did well that 
mattered more, helping his club to outshoot and outchance opponents 
with him on the ice. 

That aspect of his game has completely disappeared in 2022-23, leaving 
only the glaring gaffes and obvious defensive holes. 

Combine that with Sanheim’s naturally quiet and unassertive personality 
not exactly fitting what the fiery Tortorella is generally drawn to in hockey 
players, and it’s no wonder the head coach hasn’t been impressed. 

Which brings us to Tony DeAngelo. 

DeAngelo’s action at the end of the game on Tuesday was arguably even 
more harmful to the team’s chances of victory than those of Farabee and 
(especially) Sanheim. With 2:40 remaining in the game and the Flyers 
down by only two goals, they were putting serious pressure on the 
Lightning; Morgan Frost had just been stopped on an electric end-to-end 
rush, and Hart had raced to the bench for the extra attacker. The Flyers 
weren’t likely to win the game, but it was at least possible. 

Well, it was, until DeAngelo chose to spear Corey Perry in the private 
parts. 

If you're wondering why the Lightning players were so upset with Tony 
DeAngelo, well… pic.twitter.com/dA56UBlKuf 

— Ryan Quigley (@ryanquigz) March 8, 2023 

DeAngelo, unsurprisingly, was tossed from the game and given a five-
minute major for his troubles — putting the Flyers on the penalty kill for 
the remainder of the game. 

Unlike Sanheim and Farabee, however, who were both requested by 
media for a postgame interview, DeAngelo was more than willing to 
discuss his newsworthy incident in detail. He denied that he intended to 
spear Perry in that particular area — but he unapologetically said that he 
certainly meant to spear Perry. 

“I was trying to give him a little shot, I wasn’t looking for it to go there,” he 
said. “He tried to slash my stick out of my hands a second beforehand. 
He talks all game. I asked him to fight, he doesn’t want to fight. He’ll tell 
you that he’s asked me to fight for years. I don’t say no. So, there’s not 
much of an argument there. 

“I took 30 punches on the ground (from Lightning players), and when I 
get up, (the officials) don’t let me do what I gotta do.” 

The Department of Player Safety probably isn’t going to look kindly on 
those comments during DeAngelo’s hearing on Wednesday. 

Tortorella, on the other hand, probably loved them. Loved them a lot 
more than he did anything that Sanheim and Farabee did on Tuesday. 

“I want him to have that personality, that competitiveness,” Tortorella said 
after the game. “A couple of guys I did sit, I wish a little of that would rub 
off on them.” 

It’s not that Tortorella hasn’t been critical of DeAngelo in the past — he’s 
scratched him as well, and been open about the need for DeAngelo to 
improve defensively. But through it all, Tortorella has loved DeAngelo’s 
attitude. He’s praised his competitiveness, his fire. It very clearly strikes a 
chord with Tortorella, and that’s something he intends to continue to 
encourage, even if Tuesday night DeAngelo went too far. 

“That’s the line you walk as far as going over the edge,” Tortorella said. 
“That’s a part of who Tony is, and I think he’s done a pretty good job this 
year in staying on that line (while) competing. Because he competes. 
Maybe he crossed it tonight. I’ve got to look at the tape.” 

And this is where it’s fair to wonder if the Sanheim situation especially — 
my guess is that Farabee will eventually earn Tortorella’s respect when 
his body isn’t failing him — is going to get any better with Tortorella as 
the coach. Sanheim, in many ways, is kind of the anti-DeAngelo, 
regardless of the fact that they both qualify as puck-moving, offensively 
oriented defensemen. Sanheim is quiet, reserved and not the most 
physical; his critics don’t hesitate to dub him “soft.” DeAngelo never stops 
yapping, flies all over the ice looking for opponents to engage, and for all 
his defensive faults, would never be saddled with the soft label — it’s a 
big reason why NHL coaches cut him so much slack for his defensive 
gaffes. 

The kind of slack that those coaches — such as Tortorella — aren’t going 
to cut a player like Sanheim. 

Perhaps this ends up just being a down year for Sanheim, a good player 
getting trapped in his own head as he tries to adjust to a new head coach 
and a new system. Perhaps his underlying numbers will rebound in a big 
way in 2023-24, and then Tortorella will be able to appreciate what he 
does bring to the table, rather than what he doesn’t. 

But in the here and now, this doesn’t exactly look like a comfortable 
marriage of player and coach. 

Luckily, they only have eight more years to figure it out. 

The Athletic LOADED: 03.09.2023 

1212017 Vegas Golden Knights 

 

Golden Knights goalie misses practice with lower-body injury 

 

Ben Gotz  

 

Goaltender Adin Hill continued one of the best stretches of play in his 
NHL career Tuesday, making 39 saves in the Golden Knights’ 2-1 loss at 
the Florida Panthers. 

Hill has taken charge of the crease with goaltenders Logan Thompson 
and Laurent Brossoit on injured reserve. He’s staking his claim to an 
increased role down the stretch. 

But things can never be that simple for the Knights in net this season. 

Hill didn’t practice Wednesday because he’s “been dealing with a lower-
body injury,” coach Bruce Cassidy said. 

That leaves the Knights in yet another precarious position in goal. Recent 
trade acquisition Jonathan Quick is the only healthy goaltender with NHL 
experience in the organization with Thompson and Brossoit hurt and 
Robin Lehner out for the season with a hip injury that required surgery. 

“We’re keeping an eye on (Hill’s injury),” Cassidy said. “See how he’ll be 
tomorrow morning.” 

This scenario was why the Knights added Quick from the Columbus Blue 
Jackets. 

They wanted more depth behind Hill, whose 25 starts this season are 
three more than his previous career high. It wasn’t a matter of 
performance. 

Hill is 6-2 since the All-Star break with wins against playoff contenders 
Carolina and New Jersey. Thompson was named an All-Star as a rookie. 
Brossoit, after returning from offseason hip surgery, put up numbers 
better than both in his three NHL starts. 

But the Knights feared what would happen if they suffered more attrition 
after the trade deadline. Thompson is week to week with a lower-body 
injury he suffered Feb. 9 against Minnesota. He’s expected to return in 
the regular season, but an exact timeline is uncertain. 
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Brossoit is day to day with a lower-body injury he sustained Feb. 25 
against Dallas. The Knights didn’t want a major slip-up with them out of 
the lineup. 

They’re tied with Los Angeles for the most points in the Western 
Conference, with a game in hand. They’re two points ahead of third-place 
Seattle in the Pacific Division. The race is tight with 18 games left in the 
regular season. 

“This isn’t a move designed to upstart any of the goaltenders that are 
here,” general manager Kelly McCrimmon said after acquiring Quick on 
March 2. “This is a move that’s designed to mitigate risk and give us 
healthy goaltenders as we move forward.” 

The goaltending injuries open the door for Quick to prove he can salvage 
a difficult season. 

The two-time Stanley Cup winner was solid in his first start with the 
Knights, making 25 saves Sunday in a 4-3 win over the Montreal 
Canadiens. He said he “felt pretty comfortable right from the get-go.” 

Quick is still only 12-13-4 this season. The 37-year-old’s .877 save 
percentage is fourth-worst in the NHL among goalies with at least 10 
appearances. 

Quick is likely to get more opportunities if Hill is limited or can’t play the 
remaining four games of this road trip. The Knights bought an insurance 
policy for a reason. It remains to be seen how much they will need it. 

“It was good for Jonathan to get some good practice time, some live 
work,” Cassidy said. “Hasn’t had a lot since he’s been here. We’ll make a 
decision on the goalie tomorrow.” 

Contact Ben Gotz at bgotz@reviewjournal.com. Follow @BenSGotz on 
Twitter. 
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Golden opportunity: Can trade acquisitions help Vegas achieve its 
Stanley Cup goal? 

 

By Danny Webster  

 

 

Pittsburgh Penguins forward Teddy Blueger in action against the St. 
Louis Blues during the first period of an NHL hockey game, Saturday, 
Feb. 25, 2023, in St. Louis. 

No such blockbuster swap materialized this year, but it wasn’t for lack of 
trying. Vegas pushed to obtain the two biggest names available—Patrick 
Kane (from Chicago) and Timo Meier (from San Jose), but neither deal 
came to fruition. 

Kane wound up with the New York Rangers and Meier was shipped to 
the New Jersey Devils, which wasn’t all that negative of a result for the 
Golden Knights. It meant that no Western Conference team made a high-
profile move to help separate itself from the crowd packed together in the 
standings. 

With five weeks remaining in the season at press time, Vegas sat in first 
in the West in both points and points percentage. Nothing is guaranteed 
considering how close the race has been all season, but the Golden 

Knights are in good position to return to the Stanley Cup Playoffs after 
missing out last season. 

And they strengthened that placement at the trade deadline, even if their 
moves more resembled a dive off a small plank instead of their usual 
cannonball off the highest board. The Golden Knights are hoping that’s 
all they need to fortify their status as a Stanley Cup contender, and so 
far, the early returns have been positive. 

Vegas acquired a trio of players—Ivan Barbashev from the St. Louis 
Blues, Teddy Blueger from the Pittsburgh Penguins and Jonathan Quick 
from the Columbus Blue Jackets—to address needs borne during 
another injury-plagued season. 

It started five days before the deadline, when Vegas nabbed Barbashev 
in exchange for 2021 first-round pick Zach Dean. Barbashev has played 
on the top line with Jack Eichel and Jonathan Marchessault to begin his 
Vegas tenure, filling in nicely for injured captain Mark Stone, who 
remains out indefinitely after his second back surgery. 

Barbashev had five points in his first four games with Vegas, adding a 
pair of goals in a 4-3 victory over Montreal to three assists in his first 
three games. 

“He’s one of those guys that makes all the little plays out there,” 
Marchessault said of Barbashev. “We knew that was the kind of guy we 
needed, and he’s going to be a huge factor for us.” 

The 27-year-old Barbashev amassed a career-high 60 points last season 
in St. Louis, and if he can play even a fraction of that well in Vegas, the 
Golden Knights will have some peace of mind regarding their top line. 
Eichel has returned to superstar form with 14 points in 12 games since 
the All-Star break, and Marchessault had a two-goal game of his own in a 
recent 4-3 shootout victory over the Devils. 

The trade for Blueger followed Barbashev’s deal by three days and helps 
fill out depth. Vegas gave up prospect defenseman Peter DiLiberatore 
and a 2024 third-round pick for the Penguins’ defensive-minded forward. 

Defense drew Vegas to Blueger, especially his play on the penalty kill. 
The 28-year-old immediately contributed to the bottom six forward group 
in his first two games with the team, as Nicolas Roy continues to nurse a 
lower-body injury with his status unknown going forward. 

Blueger is a fine replacement. Speed is his best ability, and it should 
create space for linemates Brett Howden and Keegan Kolesar. 

Barbashev and Blueger might be the most impactful newcomers, but 
Quick’s arrival fits the closest with the Golden Knights’ standard 
operating procedure as a big-name surprise that sends waves throughout 
the rest of the league. The 37-year-old Quick might no longer play at the 
level that helped him win two Stanley Cups and make three All-Star 
teams in his prime, but Vegas hopes he can help stabilize what has 
become a thin set of goalie options. 

Logan Thompson (lower body, week-to-week) and Laurent Brossoit 
(lower body, placed on injured reserve) are both out. Adin Hill is in the 
midst of the best stretch of his career, with six wins in seven starts and a 
.927 save percentage since the All-Star Break, but even if he keeps it up, 
he’ll need someone capable behind him. 

Quick makes for a relatively low-stakes gamble; Vegas only had to give 
up veteran AHL goalie Michael Hutchinson and a 2025 seventh-round 
pick to for him. Quick, a likely future Hall of Famer, had spent his entire 
16-year NHL career with the Los Angeles Kings before they dealt him to 
Columbus in exchange for goalie Joonas Korpisalo and defenseman 
Vladislav Gavrikov. 

The Golden Knights adding Quick when other goalies like Korpisalo were 
available might seem like a head-scratcher on the surface. Quick fell off 
significantly with the Kings this year, with his 3.50 goals against average 
and .876 save percentage making his 11-13-4 record look fortunate. 

But the Golden Knights are hoping he can recapture some glory down 
the stretch of the regular season—if not for one last playoff run. If Quick 
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led the Golden Knights into a hypothetical series with the Kings, it would 
become one of the biggest storylines of the NHL postseason. 

“It’s motivating,” Quick said with a grin. “I’m looking forward to being part 
of this team and do what you want to do every year; you want to win your 
division, you want to win playoff series, and you want to win 16 playoff 
games. Whatever I can do to help them, that’s what I want to do.” 

Quick’s debut with Vegas was mixed. He shut out the Canadiens for two 
periods before giving up a trio of goals in the third period as part of a 4-3 
victory. 

Vegas’ defense has improved drastically through the break, one reason 
why there’s optimism Quick can produce in a new locale. 

“I think he’ll fit right in,” Marchessault said. “We have the team that we 
had, that we have right now, for Flower [Marc-Andre Fleury] back in the 
days. Just the system we have right now, keeping everything to the 
outside, I think he’ll fit in perfect.” 

Vegas’ outlook looked bleak going into its bye week after losing Stone, 
suffering through an offensive drought and dealing with erratic 
goaltending. Some thought the season might go up in flames, but the 
Golden Knights have since gone 9-2-1. 

They’re showing they should still be considered a top contender in the 
West and acted accordingly at the trade deadline. The trio of new players 
might not make for a major haul, but theycould be enough to help the 
Golden Knights get where they want to go. 

This story appeared in Las Vegas Weekly. 
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Golden Knights Roundup: Adin Hill Dealing With Lower-Body Injury 

 

By Owen Krepps  

 

It just never ends for the Vegas Golden Knight's goaltenders. At practice 
in Tampa Bay Wednesday, goaltender Adin Hill was not present with the 
team due to a lower-body injury. Shea Theodore was also not on the ice, 
but head coach Bruce Cassidy confirmed it was a maintenance day for 
him. 

"Adin (Hill) has been dealing with a lower-body injury. We are keeping an 
eye on that and will see how he will be tomorrow morning. It was good for 
Jonathan (Quick) to get some more practice time and some more live 
work. We will make a decision on the goaltending tomorrow," said 
Cassidy. 

The Golden Knights are currently without three other goaltenders in their 
organization. Both Logan Thompson and Laurent Brossoit are out with 
lower-body injuries and Robin Lehner is out for the year. The acquired 
Jonathan Quick at the trade deadline. In that deal, they traded away 
Michael Hutchinson. 

Jiri Patera is likely the next goaltender on the chopping block to be called 
up from the Henderson Silver Knights. If there is an official recalling of 
Patera, it likely will not mean good news for Hill, who has been excellent 
as of late. 

Updated Projected Golden Knights Lines 

Ivan Barbashev- Jack Eichel- Jonathan Marchessault 

Reilly Smith- William Karlsson- Michael Amadio 

Paul Cotter- Chandler Stephenson- Phil Kessel 

Brett Howden- Teddy Blueger- Keegan Kolesar 

Nicolas Hague- Alex Pietrangelo 

Brayden McNabb- Shea Theodore 

Alec Martinez- Zach Whitecloud 

Jonathan Quick/Daren Millard 

IR/Scratched: Ben Hutton/Nicolas Roy, Will Carrier, Logan Thompson, 
Laurent Brossoit, Adin Hill 

LTIR: Mark Stone, Robin Lehner, Nolan Patrick 
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5 Unanswered Golden Knights Questions For The Stretch Run 

 

By Owen Krepps  

 

The Vegas Golden Knights only have 18 games remaining in the regular 
season as we have hit the final quarter mark of the year. The team finds 
themselves on good solid ground, but still a step away from where they 
want to be at. They will play the Tampa Bay Lightning tomorrow at 4:00 
p.m. 

In the meantime, here are five of the biggest questions we have for the 
team in the stretch run, as well as our spitball answers.  

1) How Will the Goaltending Play Out? 

Perhaps the most interesting thing to keep an eye on for the Golden 
Knights right now is their goaltending. Due to injuries, they currently have 
five NHL goaltenders on their roster with one of them out for the season 
and two of them hurt. Adin Hill and Jonathan Quick make up the team's 
current tandem. 

So many questions surround the team's goaltending. When will Logan 
Thompson and Laurent Brossoit be able to come back? What will the 
team's tandem look like when they do come back? Is Adin Hill emerging 
as the starter? How much will Jonathan Quick be utilized? Will any more 
injuries occur? 

Our Prediction: This one is hard to predict as the Golden Knights, and me 
for that matter are taking this situation one day at a time. You (ethically) 
can't send either Quick or Thompson to the minors after everything they 
have been through and accomplished.  

Right now Hill looks like the team's best goalie and I think he easily takes 
up one of the two slots once LB and LT return from injury. My gut is 
saying that they will go back to Thompson and Hill. But I would not be 
surprised if Thompson struggles in his return and is sent down to the 
AHL along with Brossoit. 

We can bicker all day about who the team's tandem should be. But on 
paper, they aren't much of a threat in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

2) Can Jack Eichel Keep It Up? 

After stumbling into the All-Star Break, Jack Eichel now has 13 points in 
his last 15 games. He has looked like the star centerman the Golden 
Knights traded for. With Mark Stone out of the lineup, Eichel is taking 
over the team and is leading by example. The question now comes down 
to if Eichel can keep this up. 

Our Prediction: We think Eichel is more than capable of continuing his 
current pace and think he will reach a point-per-game pace. He'll finish 
the regular season leading the team in points, but will then have the true 
test in the playoffs, something he has never been a part of. 

3) What Does The Team Look Like Healthy? 
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We wrote a whole piece on this the other day. The Golden Knights are 
currently without Nicolas Roy, Will Carrier, Mark Stone, Laurent Brossoit, 
and Logan Thompson. Now that trade deadline acquisitions Teddy 
Blueger and Ivan Barbashev are on the team, who will be out of the 
lineup once everyone is healthy at forward? Head coach Bruce Cassidy 
and goaltending coach Sean Burke will have this problem again if all four 
goalies can get healthy. 

Then, there is the question Mark. Mark Stone's back is in the process of 
recovering and it is unknown if he will be able to return this season or in 
the playoffs if the team makes it. If he is able to return in the Spring, how 
will he perform? Will he be the same player he once was or will injuries 
diminish his play? 

Our Prediction: Once Roy and Carrier return, we think it will be Paul 
Cotter and Brett Howden out of the lineup. If Stone returns at a time 
when the team is fully healthy, either Phil Kessel or Michael Amadio 
would be next in our eyes.  

4) Where Do They Finish in the Standings? 

The Golden Knight's chances of making the Stanley Cup Playoffs are 
strong. But after last season, we now know better than to pencil them in 
on the bracket. They currently lead the Pacific Division with 82 points but 
have three teams within four points of them. 

It will be a fight to the finish, and we will likely write a full-length story on 
all of the playoff implications, but with 18 games left the VGK need to bag 
points 

Our Prediction: The Golden Knights will slip out of first place in the 
Pacific Division as the Los Angeles Kings will emerge as division 
champs. However, they will still make the Stanley Cup Playoffs as the 
second seed in the division and play the Seattle Kraken as a result. 

5) What Happens in the Playoffs? 

Right now the Golden Knights are focused on just getting in. But if and 
when they get there, how does this team fair off against a wide-open 
Western Conference? What most seasons come down to is results, so 
how will the 2022-23 Vegas Golden Knights be remembered? 

Our Prediction: It will depend on the opponent, but we still see the 
Golden Knights out in the first round. 

Vegas Hockey Now LOADED: 03.09.2023 

1212021 Vegas Golden Knights 

 

Daily Nuggets: Tony DeAngelo Spears Corey Perry, GM Feuds, and 
More 

 

By Owen Krepps  

 

The Vegas Golden Knights played in a game to forget Tuesday as they 
started their five-game road trip with a 2-1 loss. 

Elsewhere Sidney Crosby, Trevor Zegras, and Tony DeAngelo are at it 
again doing things that they are known for. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Florida: The Golden Knights lost 2-1 to the Florida Panthers Tuesday 
night. Here's what coach Bruce Cassidy had to say after the game. 

Vegas: It'll honestly probably never happen, but what does the Golden 
Knights lineup look like fully healthy with the trade deadline over? 

West: With the trade deadline over, the Western Conference seems wide 
open and the Golden Knights could take advantage. 

Twitter: We did a little Q and A for the first time here at Vegas Hockey 
Now. Thanks to everyone who sent in questions. 

Opinion: Grading the moves that Golden Knights general manager Kelly 
McCrimmon made at the 2023 trade deadline. 

Clip of the Day: Trevor Zegras is at it again. 

" 

" 

NHL News and National Hockey Now 

Philly: Classic Philadelphia Flyers hockey here as Tony DeAngelo spears 
Corey Perry in the _ area... 

Boston: After a trade involving Vladislav Gavrikov fell through, the Boston 
Bruins and Columbus Blue Jackets aren't happy with each other's GMs. 

Pittsburgh: The Pittsburgh Penguins rallied to come back from a 4-0 
deficit to beat the Columbus Blue Jackets in overtime. 

San Jose: Can the San Jose Sharks lose enough games to be a favorite 
in the Connor Bedard sweepstakes? 

Long Island: Three reasons the New York Islanders have survived 
without star center Mat Barzal. 
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Matthews’ late power-play goal gives Leafs win over Devils 

 

By Tom Canavan 

 

NEWARK — The Toronto Maple Leafs have had their way with the New 
Jersey Devils in recent years. 

Mostly, they’ve won with talent. Auston Matthews and company did it with 
grit on Tuesday night to finish off a tough five-game trip. 

Matthews scored on a power play with 2:53 remaining and the Maple 
Leafs tallied twice in the final five minutes to beat the Devils 4-3 behind a 
30-save performance by Ilya Samsonov. 

“Even when they got the lead there later in the third, just battling and 
staying with it, some big saves by Sammy and I thought our D made 
some big plays, especially at the end with the 6-on-5 there,” Matthews 
said. “It was one of those games you just kind of have to grind out and 
that’s what we did.” 

Calle Jarnkrok (c.) celebrated with his team after scoring a goal on 
Tuesday night.  

Calle Jarnkrok (c.) celebrated with his team after scoring a goal on 
Tuesday night. (Noah K. Murray/AP) 

Michael Bunting tied the game with 4:50 to play, and Calle Jarnkrok and 
Mitch Marner also scored for the Leafs, who played without captain John 
Tavares and Ryan O’Reilly. Toronto went 3-2 on its trip, which included 
four games out West before a long flight to New Jersey. 

“I like how we came out and really kind of took over the game in the 
second period and then also kind of back and forth through the third,” 
Toronto coach Sheldon Keefe said. “The fact that our guys stuck with it 
with some key plays, clutch plays at key times. Really great. Great way to 
finish the trip.” 

Erik Haula had two goals and an assist and a stitched-up Ondrej Palat 
had a goal and two assists for New Jersey, which is now 17-4-3 since 
Jan. 7. Vitek Vanecek had 21 saves for the Devils. 
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“I think we were sloppy defensively,” Devils coach Lindy Ruff said. “You 
can look at the power-play goal as just a total missed assignment on our 
part, two guys on one side. The tying goal, two missed assignments.” 

Matthews, who had not scored in the past three games, got his 29th of 
the season on William Nylander’s second nice setup of the game. It 
came a minute after Timo Meier was sent off for high-sticking. 

Meier said he needs to keep his stick down in that situation. 

“It’s just kind of how it goes tonight,” Meier said. “I will start learning from 
it. And it’s going to motivate me to get better and make sure this is not 
going to happen again.” 

The Maple Leafs, who are 9-0-2 in their last 11 with New Jersey, twice 
took the lead only to see the Devils tie it. 

Jarnkrok gave Toronto its first lead at 7:30 into the second period, 
tapping in a cross-ice pass by Nylander. 

Haula tied the game with 3:03 left in the period, beating Samsonov in 
close after Marner failed to clear a loose puck in front of the crease. 

Marner redeemed himself 4:57 into the third period with a short-handed 
goal. He stole the puck from Meier in center ice and beat Vanecek in 
close after a deke. 

Palat, who needed stitches to his upper lip area after a high stick to face, 
tied the game a little more than a minute later, putting in his own rebound 
on the power play. 

Three minutes later, Haula put New Jersey ahead 3-2 with a deflection in 
front. Bunting then put a rebound into an open net to tie the game with 
4:50 left. It was his 20th goal. 

NOTES: O’Reilly had surgery to repair a broken finger on his left hand, 
Keefe said. He is expected to be out four weeks. ... Tavares was under 
the weather. ... C Pontus Holmberg and RW Alex Steeves skated on the 
fourth line a day after being recalled from the Toronto Marlies of the AHL. 
... Devils LW Yegor Sharangovich and D Brandon Smith were healthy 
scratches. 

Maple Leafs: Host Edmonton on Saturday. 

Devils: At Washington on Thursday. 
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NHL awards WATCH: Why the Norris Trophy race is tightly contested, 
and more 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn  

 

Throughout the season I’ll be breaking down the numbers behind the 
race for each major player award: the Hart, the Norris, the Calder, the 
Selke, the Vezina, the Art Ross and the Rocket Richard. Numbers of 
course aren’t everything, but they add much needed context to the 
awards race and can help shine a light on players deserving of more 
recognition while adding caveats to other players that may have some 
warts. This post will present the top 10 for each category based on a set 
criteria of guidelines. There is plenty of room for discussion and debate 
within (and outside) those guidelines. 

The trade deadline has passed and we’re officially entering the final 
chapter of the season, which means it’s once again time to take stock in 
each of the awards races. 

In that sense, congratulations are already in order as most of the races 
are all but over. In most years we would have a very competitive race to 
the finish over the final month. Not this year.  

The Hart Trophy race is over. The Art Ross Trophy race is over. The 
Rocket Richard Trophy race is over. The Selke Trophy race is over. The 
Vezina Trophy race is over.  The Calder Trophy race is (probably) over.  

That leaves one battleground race left: The Norris Trophy. Always the 
most contentious. To some, that race might also already be over — but 
analytically it may be the closest it’s ever been. 

Even if that’s the only winner left worth arguing about, that doesn’t mean 
the other races have less intrigue — even if they’re just fighting for 
second. The down-ballot voting for the other awards still has some 
interesting storylines to discuss; players who deserve some shine even if 
they won’t win. It’s not ideal and to some may even be a little boring, but 
with so many deserving players around the league, just being nominated 
is a huge honour. Figuring out who’s worthy of that is the biggest 
question entering the stretch drive of awards season. 

Based on my interpretation of each player’s numbers so far, here’s where 
each awards race stands. 

Data as of March 7 

Hart Trophy 

Given to the player judged to be the most valuable to his team.  

Criteria: Skaters ranked by Game Score Value Added, adjusted by 
position. 

It’s no longer a question of whether Connor McDavid should take home 
his third Hart Trophy. It’s a question of whether he should win 
unanimously for the second time. The answer is yes. 

McDavid is on pace for 158 points, 36 more than any other player, while 
scoring a boatload of goals every night. That’s to go along with a 60 
percent expected goals rate that’s among the league’s best while leading 
the way on a historic power play. McDavid has a 1.6-win lead on the 
next-best player, the same difference as the one between second and 
41st. It’s over and it’s not close. 

So, who’s next? That’s a lot more challenging to figure out. 

By GSVA the next most impressive season belongs to Matthew Tkachuk, 
who has put up a lot of points and generated a ton of offense at five-on-
five. With Tkachuk on the ice, the Panthers have scored 4.48 goals-per-
60 which ranks top 10 in the analytics era. He’s also generated 4.36 
expected goals per 60 which would be the best in the analytics era and 
0.4 more than any other player this year. He’s an offensive machine. 

So too are Jason Robertson and David Pastrnak, both of whom have had 
stronger defensive play this year — and are on teams likely to make the 
playoffs if that’s something that matters to you (it shouldn’t). Robertson 
continues to have the edge in terms of five-on-five play-driving ability, but 
Pastrnak has scored more goals and more points in fewer games. The 
main argument against Pastrnak is that Hampus Lindholm and Linus 
Ullmark might be just as deserving on that superteam. 

That trio is close enough to split hairs, but then you also have the 
crowded group of elite defensemen — Adam Fox, Brent Burns, Erik 
Karlsson, Rasmus Dahlin — to make a case. All four have been massive 
to their team’s success. 

Jack Hughes was closer to the top before his injury, but hasn’t been quite 
the same since returning. He has just one goal and eight assists in nine 
games which is fine, but his expected goals percentage is barely above 
average and he’s been outscored 13-6 since. Probably just a rough spell, 
but it’s enough to drop him down the leaderboard. 

The most interesting name on the list is Elias Pettersson who has re-
entrenched himself as a superstar this season — which makes 
Vancouver’s season all the more disappointing. He’s producing at a 
career-high rate and is driving the offensive bus for the Canucks. His 
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relative impact on goals and expected goals is among the league’s best 
and that’s mostly due to the offense he brings to the table. 

In most years, 10 names would be enough, but it’s a crowded field after 
McDavid. Ilya Sorokin has been a brick wall for the Islanders. Nikita 
Kucherov is quietly putting up big point totals. Tage Thompson doesn’t 
make the cut because of his defense, but few would argue against his 
massive offensive impact this season. Nathan MacKinnon would 
definitely make the cut if not for injury. And Kirill Kaprizov has almost 
single-handedly willed the Wild to the playoffs. 

As long as McDavid is first on the ballot, it’ll be difficult to submit an 
incorrect one. This is a very special era of NHL hockey with a lot of 
shining stars at the top of it. 

Norris Trophy 

Given to the defenseman who demonstrates throughout the season the 
greatest all-round ability in the position. 

Criteria: Defensemen that play top-pairing minutes ranked by Game 
Score Value Added. 

I can’t remember a more narrow Norris Trophy race in my time doing this. 
At the top, there are five defensemen separated by just 0.1 wins — a 
ludicrously tight race that will come down to preference more than facts.  

At the most basic of arguments, it boils down to this. 

Like offense? Pick Erik Karlsson. 

Like offense, but want some defense? Pick Rasmus Dahlin. 

Like defense? Pick Hampus Lindholm. 

Like defense, but want some offense? Pick Brent Burns.  

Like a balanced mix of both? Pick Adam Fox. 

The Norris Trophy deserves a deeper dive than that, one that goes into 
all the facts regarding each of the top candidates. But boil it down to 
brass tacks and that’s the argument for the top five; there’s no wrong 
answer in picking any of them. Maybe Burns shouldn’t be so high — that 
defensive impact is likely aided a lot by Jaccob Slavin — but his results 
on Carolina’s top pair are still excellent enough to mention. 

Despite all that, Karlsson is probably still the leader. Points are shiny and 
the difference between what the Sharks look like with and without him on 
the ice is difficult to ignore. But that’s the reason why he should be in the 
mix rather than the de facto leader of it. Defensive impact can’t be 
ignored and Karlsson’s is weak enough that the gap created by his 
incredible scoring closes with the rest of the field. Fox, Lindholm, Burns 
and Dahlin all do more defensively to varying degrees to make up for 
what they don’t bring offensively compared to Karlsson. 

That top five will be tough to choose from, but they might not be the only 
ones when all is said and done. Dougie Hamilton is close with his recent 
scoring surge, though his relatively softer minutes hurt him from joining 
the top five. Roman Josi hasn’t been as prolific as he was last year, but 
he’s back in the conversation with another strong offensive season. Cale 
Makar has focused primarily on defense this season and is still 
impressively a point-per-game player. He would actually lead the field if 
not for missed time — his 82-game pace of 5.4 wins is the highest in the 
league among defenders. It’s a similar story for Shea Theodore, who 
makes the cut despite playing just 44 games. Josh Morrissey, who is not 
listed, has 66 points, but has seen his five-on-five impact shrink enough 
to put his GSVA at 2.5 wins. Still amazing and elite … just not in the top 
10 anymore. 

While it might be easy to crown a winner for every other award, crowning 
the Norris won’t be. At least … it shouldn’t be. We’ll see how much the 
allure of Karlsson’s historic production sways voters. 

Selke Trophy 

Given to the forward who best excels in the defensive aspects of the 
game. 

Criteria: Forwards who play over 16 minutes per game, receive 15 
percent of their team’s short-handed minutes and face above-average 
forward competition, ranked by their ability to suppress expected and 
actual goals. 

They should just rename this one after Patrice Bergeron, who looks 
poised to win his record-breaking sixth Selke Trophy after yet another 
marvellous season. It’ll also be his 11th straight season nominated. He’s 
been on the ice for just 1.13 goals against per 60 and 1.96 expected 
goals against per 60. Relative to teammates, the Bruins allow half a goal 
against fewer with Bergeron on the ice and 0.31 expected goals against 
fewer. It’s what drives his league-leading defensive impact among 
forwards. There is no comparable to Bergeron, who does it all in the 
toughest minutes imaginable. He’s the engine that propels the Bruins 
forward, their defensive conscience.  

After Bergeron, there are a lot of options to choose from to round out the 
ballot. Mikael Backlund and Jordan Staal would be my personal go-tos, 
both of whom are living up to their reputation as strong defensive 
centers. Backlund’s minutes aren’t as tough as the others, but he’s still 
been a defensive monster all season. Recently, his line with Andrew 
Mangiapane and Blake Coleman has been shredding opponents at five-
on-five, which has led to Backlund earning 64 percent of the goals and 
61 percent of the expected goals this season. The latter mark ranks 
seventh league-wide. Staal ranks 12th, but that’s mostly due to a lesser 
offensive game. His 1.95 expected goals against per 60 is a shade 
ahead of Bergeron’s. In terms of players with strong defensive 
reputations, Joel Eriksson Ek is also a solid choice while William 
Karlsson has done some great work this season with Mark Stone out. 

Among the newcomers to the Selke conversation are a trio of players 
from the league’s best teams that deserve a look. Nico Hischier and 
Mitch Marner have both been dominant defensively this year while also 
adding spectacular offense. If you’re of the mind that the Selke Trophy is 
for “two-way forwards” more than “defensive forwards,” both would be 
terrific choices over some of the pure defensive options above them. Still, 
it helps that they make the list based on their defensive merit alone. J.T. 
Compher has been a welcome surprise for the Avalanche this season, so 
much so that the team didn’t need to add a second-line center at the 
deadline. We’ll see if his shutdown prowess holds up in the playoffs, but 
so far he’s been a revelation for the team and arguably not talked about 
enough with how Colorado has survived injuries. 

The most curious name on the list has to be Philadelphia’s Noah Cates. 
With Sean Couturier out, someone had to step up defensively and Cates 
has done shockingly well. With Cates on the ice, the Flyers allow just 
1.69 goals against per 60 and 2.47 expected goals against per 60, both 
of which are among the team’s best. Relative to teammates, Cates’ 
impact on goals against ranks fourth in the league while his impact on 
expected goals against ranks 14th. That’s in relatively tough minutes in a 
defensive role. He won’t get much love this year, but his presence on the 
list so deep into the season means he’s worth keeping an eye on in the 
future. The Flyers might have a hidden defensive gem on their hands. 

Calder Trophy 

Given to the player selected as the most proficient in his first year of 
competition in the NHL. 

Criteria: Rookie skaters ranked by Game Score Value Added, adjusted 
by position. 

Matty Beniers has had his name etched in pencil on the Calder Trophy 
for almost the entire season. It might be time to start putting that in pen. 
He’s maintained his strong scoring pace while continuing to put up 
excellent two-way numbers. Beniers is producing at a 62-point pace 
while earning 59 percent of the goals for Seattle. It’s enough to put him 
on pace for 2.4 wins — bonafide first-line center territory. Doing that as a 
rookie is exceptional. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 9, 2023 

 

In terms of forward competition, Jack Quinn, Matias Maccelli and Cole 
Perfetti have been decent in middle-six roles, but they’re not quite on the 
same level. Quinn might have been if given the opportunity in a bigger 
role, as his rate numbers aren’t far off (2.16 points-per-60 at five-on-five 
compared to Beniers’ 2.37) and his impact at five-on-five has been 
greater. But there’s a difference between “might have” and actually doing 
it. Beniers has actually succeeded in a bigger role and that counts for 
something. 

Among defensemen, there’s a solid trifecta of Owen Power, Pierre-Olivier 
Joseph and Nick Perbix in terms of impact, but again, they’re not on 
Beniers’ level. Joseph and Perbix have future promise, but they’ve 
played in a sheltered role. Power arguably had the best case of any 
player last month, but Beniers has widened the gap since as Power has 
settled into the range of a strong No. 2 defender rather than a low-end 
No. 1. That’s terrific for his first year, but again, it’s not at Beniers’ level. 

If there is a challenger to Beniers, it’s Stuart Skinner who has usurped 
the starting job in Edmonton. With 11.5 goals saved above expected, 
Skinner ranks 10th among all starters. His .913 save percentage is 
excellent in Edmonton’s all-out offensive system and he’s been a 
revelation to the Oilers. Hard to imagine where they’d be without him this 
year and a strong finish to the season could make this race a bit spicy.  

Still, he’s not quite at Beniers’ level when compared across positions. 
Skinner is in the 74th percentile among goalies this year. Beniers is in the 
83rd percentile. What he’s been doing has been a bit more impressive. 

Vezina Trophy 

Given to the goalkeeper adjudged to be the best at this position. 

Criteria: Goaltenders that have played half of their team’s games or more 
ranked by goals saved above expected, courtesy of Evolving Hockey. 

Given the fact that this award is voted on by the general managers … it’s 
hard to see it going to anyone but Linus Ullmark. He leads the league in 
save percentage by a hefty margin on the league’s best team with a 32-
4-1 record. On the surface it’s hard to argue against that. 

Analytically things are a lot closer. Ullmark playing for a historically great 
team lessens his goaltending impact as the defense in front of him is 
much stronger than it is for any other goalie. That opens a lane for Ilya 
Sorokin and Juuse Saros to emerge as the league’s best goalie this year. 

By Evolving Hockey’s model Sorokin leads both Ullmark and Saros by 12 
goals saved above expected, but MoneyPuck’s model sees things 
differently. It puts Ullmark at 36 goals saved, Sorokin at 32.6 goals saved 
and Saros at 28.9. Average the two out and the race gets a lot tighter. 
Private data, which has access to more refined data, has the race being 
even narrower: Ullmark at 27.4, Saros at 27.1 and Sorokin 26.6.  

I would lean towards private models in this instance as they likely have a 
better grasp of what chances are expected to go in. But even in that 
instance, there’s not a whole lot separating the top three (though Ullmark 
doing it in eight-to-nine fewer games is impressive). Ullmark will win, but 
Sorokin and Saros are having equally impressive seasons after factoring 
for the environment they play in. 

Those three have separated themselves from the next group of Connor 
Hellebuyck, Jake Oettinger and Andrei Vasilevskiy. All three are having 
great seasons, just not on the same level. Filip Gustavsson has joined 
that group over the last month playing stellar hockey as the Wild surge 
up the standings. He’s been a big reason for it with 13.8 goals saved 
since February 1, good for second in the league. He deserves a lot of 
recognition for his team’s turnaround. 

Art Ross Trophy 

Given to the player who leads the National Hockey League in scoring 
points at the end of the regular season. 

Criteria: Skaters ranked by their projected end-of-season point total. 

In 65 games Connor McDavid already has 124 points, a career high. The 
next closest player, his teammate Leon Draisaitl is at 96 points and on 
pace for 125 himself. McDavid could take a well-deserved month-long 
vacation and still be a very safe bet to win the Art Ross. He has this one 
sewn up and has had it sewn up for months, likely winning by over 30 
points. McDavid is currently on pace for 158 points and has become very 
likely to eclipse 150. 

Rocket Richard Trophy 

Given to the NHL’s top goal scorer. 

Criteria: Skaters ranked by their projected end-of-season goal total. 

Like the Art Ross, the Rocket Richard race has also become a formality 
at this point. Connor McDavid has 54 goals in 65 games and should land 
somewhere around 65 goals — 10 goals clear of David Pastrnak who 
projects to finish second. That would be the largest margin of victory 
since Alex Ovechkin won by 10 goals in 2014-15. The last player to win 
by more than 10 was also Ovechkin in 2007-08 when he scored 65 goals 
himself. 

Data via Evolving Hockey, HockeyStatCards and MoneyPuck 
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From Ryan O’Reilly to John Klingberg, how can NHL teams be sure a 
new player will fit? 

 

Shayna Goldman  

 

The Maple Leafs made a bet by acquiring Ryan O’Reilly. The team 
brought in the Blues captain for his leadership qualities, the positional 
flexibility he’d add to Toronto, and of course his caliber of play. But how 
could management be so sure that the center would bounce back after a 
legitimately tough season? How could there be a certainty that a change 
in scenery from St. Louis to Toronto would be the difference-maker? 

There can never be complete and total certainty with any NHL 
transaction. Each carries an element of risk, which varies depending on 
skill level and surroundings. The Devils probably didn’t have to worry 
much about how a player like Timo Meier would mesh with their team 
because he’s an elite talent. Anyone on a tier below that, however, can 
be a bit more of a gamble. 

So, how can management be sure that a player will click in their new 
surroundings? 

If we look at O’Reilly’s season before the trade, there are a quick few 
negatives that jump out. He was scoring at the third-lowest rate of his 
career at 1.55 points per 60 in all situations. While his goal-scoring was 
pretty much on pace with expectations, based on the quality of chances 
he created himself, he hasn’t been much of a helper on the surface. Then 
there’s the fact the former Selke winner was on the ice for a career-high 
rate of 5.33 goals against per 60 in all situations. 

The general line of thinking can be a good player on a struggling team 
can gain the support they were missing on a contender — whether they 
end up playing with higher caliber linemates, or are just in a less stressful 
role on that new team. The latter is what the Avalanche are betting on 
with Lars Eller, who could slot in as a 4C with a stacked Avalanche roster 
after trending down from a strong 3C in Washington. The former is how 
O’Reilly started his time in Toronto. 

What can help smooth O’Reilly’s acclimatization process is putting him in 
the best position possible to succeed: skating on a line with Mitch Marner 
and John Tavares to start his Maple Leafs tenure. While the newly added 
forward technically was slotted at center, he had the support of another 
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legitimate 2C and one of the best defensive wingers in the game. Add in 
the fact that they’re both excellent offensively and can drive the line, and 
it only bettered O’Reilly’s chances of succeeding with a new team on the 
fly — especially considering the lack of practice time he got with his new 
team initially. It’s a place in the lineup that could allow the new Leaf to be 
more of a passenger, if needed, while he got up to speed on the 
schemes Toronto runs. 

That role gave management and coaching a chance to assess his 
offensive game outside of St. Louis. Was it due to the sinking team 
around him? Injuries that slowed him down in the regular season? 
Quality of teammates? Or some combination of all three? 

Each factor likely had something to do with it, especially his quality of 
teammates. Losing David Perron on his wing was crushing, and 
spending most of his time at five-on-five with Brandon Saad and Josh 
Leivo this year didn’t do him any favors — especially when they simply 
weren’t finishing the setups he created.   

Exploring the context around a player’s strengths and weaknesses is 
what can help a team decipher what their true value is, and how it’ll fit in 
their lineup. That’s true for O’Reilly’s offense in a very limited sample by 
changing the quality of his teammates, and for others around the league 
come deadline time. It’s something that has to be considered any time a 
player changes teams, particularly midseason when there’s less time to 
learn and more of a need to adapt on the fly. 

Take Shayne Gostisbehere joining the Hurricanes. This is a player who 
proved the same to be true in both Philadelphia and Arizona: There’s a 
potential to maximize him with the right usage. There are offensive 
strengths that showed even on one of the worst teams in the league. The 
key is keeping him away from top competition so he isn’t exposed 
against high-end players off the rush, which he struggles with. Carolina 
has helped revitalize blueliners’ careers before, thanks to the lineup 
support and the strength of their systems; it helped Brady Skjei these last 
few years and helped Brent Burns rebound after leaving San Jose. That’s 
why it was safe for the Hurricanes to assume they could swing a similar 
situation — this time, with a sheltered third-pair role, where Gostisbehere 
would have more forward support to thrive offensively than he did with 
the Coyotes. 

How about Jordan Greenway in Buffalo? His identity in the NHL has 
been as a part of a trio in Minnesota, even though it hasn’t been the 
mainstay this past year. Greenway’s shown defensive strengths, but 
some flaws offensively; that’s what made him the weaker link of the 
GREEF line because his linemates were so dominant on both ends of the 
ice. The question the Sabres face is whether he can have that same 
defensive impact outside of the Wild’s structure and within Buffalo’s, 
which isn’t nearly as sound. What the Sabres can be confident in is his 
ability to create shots off the forecheck, which is something they could 
use more of. Management was able to spot a need in their lineup and 
find a player who should be able to help answer it. 

Pivot back to defense and there’s John Klingberg, who brings a ton of 
questions of his own. In Klingberg, the Wild add a defenseman who is 
completely different from their mainstays if he can play to his strengths — 
as someone who was able to drive play from the blue line and run a 
power play unit but has faded these last two seasons. First, it was in 
Dallas in 2021-22, a team that’s similar to the Wild in the simplest stylistic 
terms: high defense and low offense. Then it was in Anaheim, a 
historically bad team on both ends of the ice. The Ducks dragged down 
what was left of Klingberg’s game, but he also contributed to their season 
with risky plays on the back end. If he can refine the offense that 
highlighted his game up until last year, the Wild may have enough 
defensive structure to withstand any gaps on the other end of the ice. 
That can be the low-risk worth taking for someone in the third-pair role 
he’s starting to skate in when the cost of acquisition isn’t too high. At 
worst, it doesn’t work out well and they look to their other options before 
he walks as a free agent. At best, Minnesota’s rewarded by adding a skill 
set they’ve been missing both at even strength and the power play on 
defense. 

Teams have some time to see how each of these players mesh with their 
new clubs, and what needs to be adjusted to improve it if there isn’t an 
instant fit. 

Now, how does a team figure that out when one of their big deadline 
additions gets sidelined with an injury? 

That’s what the Maple Leafs have to figure out. To this point, O’Reilly 
primarily played in a second-line role which helped answer some 
questions about his offense. But he was hurt in the first game he started 
as their third-line center. So Toronto can’t answer how that offense is 
going to look on the third line when he doesn’t have as much talent on 
his wing just yet. It’s not clear how well he’s going to be able to drive his 
own line if he’s the 3C, and how his defense will hold up if he’s shifted 
back into the shutdown role he was known for in St. Louis. 

As much as the player can study his new time while sidelined, it doesn’t 
replicate playing time or give the coaches enough insight into his abilities. 
That’s why more has to be drawn off that time in St. Louis to figure out 
the root of the problem. 

Before the trade, at five-on-five, O’Reilly was on the ice for his highest 
rate of goals against. Goaltending, at times, was to blame — the Blues 
only had a .874 save percentage in his minutes. That was more than 
what was expected while he was deployed, too. However, it’s still worth 
noting the player was on the ice for his highest rate of quality chances 
against at 2.78 expected goals against per 60. 

As easy as it is to chalk it up to his surroundings entirely, it’s worth noting 
that relative to his teammates, he only increased that by .13 per 60 when 
not just peak O’Reilly, but last year’s version, helped suppress them. 

Maybe the fact he wasn’t as involved in the team’s breakouts factored in 
here, since he tended to act like an extra defenseman in his minutes. The 
team as a whole in St. Louis was a lot weaker at defending offense in 
transition and conceded more scoring chances off entries compared to 
last year. The Blues are one of the worst teams at denying entry against 
and often allow carry-ins right past them. 

And the Blues defensemen have struggled this season to retrieve the 
puck in their own zone to stop the bleeding. That’s something O’Reilly did 
well relative to his forward teammates, but the defenders fell short. So 
once in the zone, the team would struggle to stop the bleeding which 
would lead to scoring chances, and oftentimes, goals against. 

If that’s what brought O’Reilly down (maybe in tandem with some injuries 
suffered earlier in the season), the Maple Leafs know they have the 
flexibility within their lineup they hoped for with this addition. The team is 
much better at defending entries, limiting chances off the rush, and 
breaking out of their own zone; they’re capable of doing so even if the 
center isn’t as active in those defensive aspects. 

That’s just a scratch of the surface of the context every team has to 
consider when acquiring a player, especially one who won’t get as much 
regular-season time to cook. The more the team can decipher a player’s 
value and the influence of their former surroundings, the more coaches 
can find a way to influence their strengths in a new environment to get 
the best out of them. 

If the Maple Leafs don’t see some major age-related decline behind 
O’Reilly’s lesser play this season — and there isn’t an indication of that, 
even though he dropped off so much from last year — they can 
confidently plan for him to play whatever role is asked. The bar just can’t 
be held at Selke-level defense considering the year he’s had, regardless. 
But until he returns, there’s a month to explore other options. That way 
the team has the lineup flexibility they were looking for with this addition 
and the adaptability needed to contend. 

Data via Evolving-Hockey, HockeyViz, HockeyStatCards, AllThreeZones, 
CapFriendly and NaturalStatTrick. This story relies on shot-based 
metrics; here is a primer on these numbers. 
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LeBrun: What’s next for the big NHL names not traded at the deadline, 
from Karlsson to Miller to Gibson? 

 

Pierre LeBrun  

 

It is crazy to think, but this year’s wilder-than-usual NHL trade season 
had the potential to be even wilder based on discussions we know were 
happening around players who didn’t end up moving. 

Those discussions now become the seeds for what’s to come this 
summer, especially around the draft in Nashville, when the draft order is 
set for picks that could be involved in the deals. 

Let’s take a look at players who could potentially be on the move this 
summer, based on what we know and heard about their situations from 
the deadline: 

Erik Karlsson, Sharks 

By the end of this season, Karlsson will be exactly halfway through his 
eight-year, $92 million contract with the Sharks. Oh, and he might have 
another Norris Trophy under his belt. 

Those four years left on the contract at an $11.5 million cap hit are a 
massive hurdle in getting any trade done. But not impossible. San Jose 
got calls from a couple of teams this season on Karlsson, one of them 
emerging publicly as Edmonton. The Oilers had more than a little 
interest, but it sounds like the Sharks’ unwillingness to retain enough of 
Karlsson’s remaining contract essentially stopped both teams from taking 
the conversations to the next level. 

The rebuilding/re-tooling Sharks will listen again on Karlsson this 
offseason, no question about it. Because he has a full no-move clause, a 
key figure in what transpires this summer will be his rep, Craig Oster of 
Newport Sports, one of the NHL’s top powerbroker agents. Oster was 
central in getting his client Matthew Tkachuk signed and traded from 
Calgary to Florida last summer. 

His mission this offseason will be to expand the market for Karlsson, find 
him a place where he thinks he has a chance to win and where his family 
will be happy. But again the biggest question will be: How much can the 
Sharks eat on those final four years to make a trade happen? 

J.T. Miller, Canucks 

I don’t blame Canucks general manager Patrik Allvin for trying to 
minimize the extent of Miller trade talks after the deadline. There’s no 
currency in publicly discussing trade talks involving a player who signed 
a seven-year, $56 million extension last summer that hasn’t even kicked 
in yet. 

But what is also true is that the Canucks had some meaningful trade 
discussions with Pittsburgh before the deadline, to the point where two 
third-party teams, and maybe more that I didn’t hear of, were approached 
by the Canucks and asked if they would take a player from Pittsburgh to 
make the whole thing work cap-wise. One team gave it serious thought 
but then heard back from the Canucks on Friday that the discussion with 
Pittsburgh was dead. 

So, what do we make of all this? First of all, remember that, per the CBA, 
when Miller signed his extension Sept. 2 the Canucks could have given 
him no-move protection right then and there, ahead of the new contract 
kicking in July 1. They did not, choosing instead to keep that flexibility for 
this season. So, read into that what you will, but I think Miller and his 
agent Brian Bartlett filed that away as “be ready for anything until the 
extension kicks in.” 

There’s still a decent chance Miller is part of the Canucks’ opening night 
lineup next fall, but I also believe management will keep listening prior to 
July 1, just in case. Miller hasn’t been promised anything either way. 

(By the way, it goes without saying that the Canucks will try again on 
moving Brock Boeser this summer, but I didn’t think we needed a whole 
section to state the obvious here.) 

Travis Konecny, Flyers 

The 25-year-old forward had 27 goals and 54 points in 52 games this 
season before getting injured. He’s got two more years on his deal at a 
$5.5 million AAV, a bargain even in the flat cap world. Because of that 
value, my expectation is that the Flyers will listen on him ahead of the 
draft in Nashville to see how the market responds. Given the return on 
Timo Meier, why not? 

It doesn’t mean the Flyers have to trade Konecny, but they should at 
least know what the market is. I know of at least one contender that was 
planning on making an aggressive trade offer before the trade deadline 
but backed off once he got injured. Konecny could fetch the kind of 
assets the Flyers really need at this point. 

Pierre-Luc Dubois, Jets 

To be fair, Dubois wasn’t a player teams were calling on prior to the 
deadline because the Jets are in playoff mode. But going back to what 
transpired last summer, when Dubois via his agent Pat Brisson made it 
clear he wasn’t interested in making a long-term commitment, all bets are 
off come this summer when he’s a restricted free agent. 

There’s always the chance Dubois changes his tune, of course. We’ll 
see. But all things being equal, I think this is headed toward an offseason 
trade, just like Matthew Tkachuk a year ago from Calgary. The Habs 
showed interest in Dubois last summer, and there’s no reason to think 
they won’t come calling again. 

The tough part for the Jets is this: If they move Dubois, how do core guys 
like Mark Scheifele and Connor Hellebuyck react? Each of them has one 
year left on their respective contracts before becoming unrestricted free 
agents in the summer of 2024. 

John Gibson, Ducks 

By the end of the season, Gibson will be halfway through his eight-year, 
$51.2 million deal, which carries a $6.4 million cap hit. He turns 30 in 
July. Do teams still view him as a difference-maker in net? I get mixed 
reviews from some, but most do. 

Would Gibson, with a 12-team, modified no-trade clause, entertain a 
move to a playoff contender? Yes, I believe he would. There are some 
very good teams that are going to lose in the playoffs, and some of them 
may look at their goaltending and realize it’s not good enough. 

Is Gibson the answer? I was surprised to some degree more teams didn’t 
kick the tires on him ahead of the deadline, although I know of a few 
teams who discussed him internally and then decided not to pick up the 
phone. I get the feeling some of those teams will contact Anaheim this 
summer. 

Colton Parayko, Blues 

One of the more intriguing storylines to emerge ahead of the trade 
deadline was St. Louis being willing to listen on Parayko, who didn’t end 
up moving. 

Parayko, who turns 30 in May, has seven more years on his contract 
after this season at a $6.5 million cap hit. He has struggled this season, 
but some teams will look at a 6-foot-6, right-shot defenseman and still 
absolutely see value if the Blues decide to listen on him again this 
offseason. It’s just not clear at this point whether GM Doug Armstrong will 
do that or whether it was only a deadline thing. 

The Blues want to do a quick re-tool and be competitive as soon as 
possible again. Does trading Parayko make sense in that line of thinking? 
It really comes down to whether the Blues, deep down, feel Parayko is 
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going to bounce back or whether they need to get out of that contract 
before it’s too late. 

Nick Schmaltz, Coyotes 

So here’s a 27-year-old center, averaging close to a point per game over 
the past two seasons on a cellar-dwelling team, at a $5.85 million cap hit. 
And the Coyotes, despite their best efforts, weren’t able to move him 
ahead of the trade deadline. 

Why? 

Some teams weren’t fond of a back-loaded contract that has $24.45 
million total left on its final three years, starting next season. The AAV is 
$5.85 million, but the cash is an average of $8.15 million per year after 
this one. That being a problem is a reminder of how some NHL owners 
are still smarting from the pandemic. Cash is king. 

What this situation needs is a deep-pocketed team that likes the player 
and the cap hit to swoop in come June in a value trade with a franchise 
feeling financial pressure to cut payroll. 

Joel Edmundson, Canadiens 

Edmundson not moving certainly wasn’t for a lack of calls, even on 
Friday, but the nature of those calls with Habs GM Kent Hughes seemed 
to focus on the status of Edmundson’s back. 

Edmundson’s agent Darren Ferris downplayed that issue Tuesday, 
saying he had a specialist take a look at an MRI exam of Edmundson’s 
back and they got those results back last week just before he returned to 
play. Ferris did it just to eliminate the concern that it was maybe a bigger 
issue. “The result was there was no issue,” he said. 

I know of at least one team that was eager to finally see Edmundson play 
on the eve of the deadline in Los Angeles, but come on, are you really 
going to make a trade offer off of one game played? So it’s very little 
surprise Edmundson didn’t move, especially because the Canadiens 
didn’t feel it was a must, knowing that there’s another year on his 
contract at a $3.5 million AAV. There are two more fertile windows for the 
Habs to entertain trade offers: at the draft and at the next deadline. 

And that’s exactly what Montreal will do. If no one steps up in a 
meaningful way this offseason, the Canadiens will be happy to have 
Edmundson back next fall and let it play out to the deadline. They value 
his leadership, to be sure. How Edmundson finishes off this season as 
far as his health will be of interest to several clubs. 
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ESPN / NHL playoff standings update: Wild, Jets continue battle 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

 

Both the Minnesota Wild and Winnipeg Jets appear to be on their way to 
the postseason. FiveThirtyEight projects the Wild's playoff chances at 
93%, with the Jets' at 65%. 

Amid quite a bit of chaos in the Western Conference playoff race, these 
two clubs from the prairie could well be the ones facing off as the Nos. 2 
and 3 seeds representing the Central Division in the first round. 

Tonight's matchup (7:30 ET, available via NHL Power Play on ESPN+) is 
the third of four games in the season series between the two teams. 
Minnesota has handily won both prior matchups (6-1 on Nov. 23 and 4-1 
on Dec. 27). 

Will the Jets' deadline additions make any difference? Or will the Wild 
continue to own their northern neighbors? Tonight will be another clue in 
the slowly unraveling mystery of the Central seeding race. 

As we enter the final stretch of the regular season, it's time to check in on 
all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for position in the 
2023 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Boston Bruins vs. WC2 Pittsburgh Penguins 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 New York Islanders 

M2 New Jersey Devils vs. M3 New York Rangers 

Western Conference 

C1 Dallas Stars vs. WC1 Edmonton Oilers 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 Colorado Avalanche 

P1 Vegas Golden Knights vs. WC2 Winnipeg Jets 

P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Seattle Kraken 

Wednesday's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All games not on ESPN, TNT or NHL Network 
are available via NHL Power Play, which is included in an ESPN+ 
subscription (local blackout restrictions apply). 

Chicago Blackhawks at Detroit Red Wings, 7:30 p.m. (TNT) 

Minnesota Wild at Winnipeg Jets, 7:30 p.m. 

Anaheim Ducks at Vancouver Canucks, 10 p.m. (TNT) 

Tuesday's scoreboard 

Watch In the Crease on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 4, New Jersey Devils 3 

Florida Panthers 2, Vegas Golden Knights 1 

Carolina Hurricanes 4, Montreal Canadiens 3 (SO) 

Pittsburgh Penguins 5, Columbus Blue Jackets 4 (OT) 

Tampa Bay Lightning 5, Philadelphia Flyers 2 

New York Islanders 3, Buffalo Sabres 2 

Calgary Flames 1, Minnesota Wild 0 (SO) 

Arizona Coyotes 6, St. Louis Blues 2 

Colorado Avalanche 6, San Jose Sharks 0 

Seattle Kraken 5, Anaheim Ducks 2 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 
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Boston Bruins 

Points: 103 

Regulation wins: 42 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 20 

Points pace: 136 

Next game: vs. EDM (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 86 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 18 

Points pace: 110 

Next game: vs. EDM (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 18 

Points pace: 104 

Next game: vs. VGK (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Points pace: 88 

Next game: vs. CHI (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 39% 

Tragic number: 31 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 19 

Points pace: 89 

Next game: vs. DAL (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 15% 

Tragic number: 33 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 19 

Points pace: 89 

Next game: @ SEA (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 9% 

Tragic number: 33 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 19 

Points pace: 85 

Next game: vs. CHI (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 1% 

Tragic number: 30 

Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 57 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 18 

Points pace: 73 

Next game: vs. NYR (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 20 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 92 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 20 

Points pace: 122 

Next game: vs. PHI (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New Jersey Devils 

Points: 88 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: M2 
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Games left: 19 

Points pace: 115 

Next game: @ WSH (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 19 

Points pace: 103 

Next game: @ MTL (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 98% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 92 

Next game: @ PIT (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 52% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 19 

Points pace: 95 

Next game: vs. NYI (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 76% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Points pace: 86 

Next game: vs. NJ (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 10% 

Tragic number: 29 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 18 

Points pace: 76 

Next game: @ CAR (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 22 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 18 

Points pace: 60 

Next game: vs. STL (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 10 

Central Division 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 18 

Points pace: 104 

Next game: @ BUF (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 98% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 18 

Points pace: 101 

Next game: @ WPG (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 93% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 20 

Points pace: 101 

Next game: vs. LA (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 99% 
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Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 75 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 18 

Points pace: 96 

Next game: vs. MIN (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 65% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 21 

Points pace: 93 

Next game: @ ARI (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 33% 

Tragic number: 36 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 19 

Points pace: 77 

Next game: vs. SJ (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 22 

Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 18 

Points pace: 69 

Next game: vs. NSH (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 15 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 14 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 19 

Points pace: 64 

Next game: @ DET (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 12 

Pacific Division 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 82 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 18 

Points pace: 105 

Next game: @ TB (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 97% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 82 

Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 17 

Points pace: 103 

Next game: @ COL (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 96% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Seattle Kraken 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 18 

Points pace: 103 

Next game: vs. OTT (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 96% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 78 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 17 

Points pace: 98 

Next game: @ BOS (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 93% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 23 
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Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Points pace: 90 

Next game: vs. ANA (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 29% 

Tragic number: 30 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 57 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 19 

Points pace: 74 

Next game: vs. ANA (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 20 

Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 50 

Regulation wins: 11 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 18 

Points pace: 64 

Next game: vs. NSH (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 11 

San Jose Sharks 

Points: 50 

Regulation wins: 14 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Points pace: 63 

Next game: @ STL (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 9 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team may move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. Sitting No. 1 on the 
draft board for this summer is Connor Bedard, who has been lauded as a 
generational talent. 

1. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 15 

2. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 14 

3. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 50 

Regulation wins: 11 

4. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 50 

Regulation wins: 14 

5. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 17 

6. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 57 

Regulation wins: 16 

7. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 57 

Regulation wins: 17 

8. St. Louis Blues 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 19 

9. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 22 

10. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 22 

11. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 24 

12. Washington Capitals 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 24 

13. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 25 

14. Nashville Predators 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 24 

15. Florida Panthers* 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 28 

16. Calgary Flames 

Points: 71 
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Regulation wins: 23 

Notes on traded picks impacting the top 16: 

ESPN LOADED: 03.09.2023 
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ESPN / Why aren't there more women's college hockey programs? 

 

Ryan S. Clark 

 

Monique Lamoureux-Morando knows there will be a day when she and 
her son will walk around the Ralph Engelstad Arena concourse at the 
University of North Dakota in Grand Forks. 

Her son will see the display honoring his mom and aunt, Jocelyne 
Lamoureux-Davidson, as the school's two greatest women's hockey 
players, not to mention two of the greatest athletes -- regardless of sport 
-- to play at UND. 

They will then have what Lamoureux-Morando knows will be a difficult 
conversation. 

"Someday, my son is going to ask why women don't play here anymore 
and I have to explain that," Lamoureux-Morando said. "I want to give [her 
children] opportunities. You hope when your daughter grows up, she has 
a chance to flourish and excel in what she's passionate about. But you 
are also aware of the opportunities she does or does not have." 

At some point in the college hockey season, the questions will be asked: 
Why aren't there more Division I women's college hockey programs and 
for every school that fields a D-I men's program, why is there not a 
women's equivalent? 

This season, there are 62 active D-I men's programs compared to 37 D-I 
women's programs. (The highest level of women's hockey technically is 
called the National Collegiate division and includes the 37 Division I 
teams plus five Division II programs.) Syracuse has a Division I women's 
team but not a men's squad. 

But of the 62 colleges and universities with a Division I men's program, 
25 do not have a comparable women's team. 

For example, there are contrasts between two of the nation's most 
prominent states for the sport in Minnesota and Michigan. Minnesota has 
an equal number of men's and women's squads -- six -- that offer D-I 
hockey. Michigan, however, has seven D-I schools that have a men's 
program but none of them have a women's. 

Another area of notable difference is what would be considered the 
western region. There are about 380 student-athletes actively playing D-I 
women's hockey who are from west of Wisconsin given one of the 
regular lines of demarcation -- the Mississippi River -- cuts through 
Minnesota. 

As expected, many of those D-I women's hockey players who are from 
that western region are from Minnesota. Others come from California, 
Colorado and Texas, where the game continues to grow. There are also 
players from Canadian provinces such as Alberta and British Columbia. 

Yet, the nation's western-most women's D-I program is at Bemidji State 
in Minnesota. Meanwhile, there are men's programs at Alaska, Alaska-
Fairbanks, Air Force, Arizona State, Colorado College, Denver, Nebraska 
Omaha and North Dakota. 

That means Colorado -- a state that has the NHL, AHL, three D-I men's 
programs and has seen growth in boys and girls youth hockey -- does 
not have a single D-I women's program. 

"My initial reaction is we have a lot of work to do to continue to grow the 
highest level of hockey on the western side of the country," said Kristen 
Wright, who is a USA Hockey manager for player development. "We've 
seen it at the grassroots level in so many areas. Those players are 
developing and it's a matter of how long does it take to grow our 
collegiate programming?" 

So why is the current landscape like this and what, if anything, is being 
done to potentially add D-I women's programs at colleges or universities 
where there is already a D-I men's equivalent? 

ESPN reached out to numerous colleges and universities with a men's 
hockey program that do not have a women's equivalent. Colorado 
College was the only one that made an administrator available to speak 
on the record about why its institution does not have a women's program. 

CC vice president/athletics director Lesley Irvine said the school is a 
Division III institution that has an enrollment of 2,100 students. The 
school competes at the Division I level in two sports: men's hockey and 
women's soccer. Irvine said men's hockey has been "tremendous at CC 
and has a history." The team has won two national titles, has 20 NCAA 
tournament appearances and has been around since the 1930s. 

As for women's soccer, Irvine said there was a post-Title IX realization in 
the 1980s that led to CC pushing to have one D-I women's sport. The 
school chose soccer, with the program being a member of Conference 
USA before joining the Mountain West, whose headquarters are located 
in Colorado Springs and has several teams within driving distance. 

One of the challenges CC would face in adding a women's program is 
that there are no nearby schools and every game trip would require a 
flight. 

"It is not as simple as institutions deciding they will add [a women's 
hockey program] because they have a male equivalent program," Irvine 
said. "You go back to the history here, it makes sense why we have 
those two sports. The other piece for us is we are on a small campus 
with 2,100 students and a 12 percent admission rate." 

Some of what Irvine laid out is part of the conversation that numerous 
administrators are having throughout the changing face of collegiate 
athletics. 

While college athletics is a lucrative industry, particularly at the highest 
levels of football and men's basketball, it went through a significant shift 
during the pandemic because of a drop in revenue. There's a perception 
that athletic departments sit on piles of cash when many spend what they 
take in to stay current with the demands of being a competitive D-I 
program. Schools were examining their approach to athletics before the 
pandemic intensified those concerns, especially in this era of conference 
realignment, which has proven critical to some programs surviving, 
thriving or going extinct. 

College hockey has felt this already. Alabama-Huntsville discontinued its 
men's program in May 2021, among other sports, because of the 
financial challenges of the pandemic along with not being a member of a 
conference. 

Robert Morris cut its men's and women's programs in May 2021 just 
months after the school hosted the men's Frozen Four. In December 
2021, the school announced both programs would be reinstated for the 
2023-24 season thanks to fundraising efforts. 

Alaska Anchorage had its hockey program, along with other sports, cut in 
September 2020, but the team was reinstated in August 2021 following a 
grassroots $3 million fundraising campaign in which the NHL's Seattle 
Kraken were involved. 

The schools that didn't cut programs were left asking themselves if they 
could afford them at what they would consider to be a championship level 
or one that would allow them to remain competitive while also driving 
revenue. 

In January, California lawmaker and former San Diego State basketball 
player Chris Holden presented a bill that would force schools to shape 
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how they share earnings under what would be known as the College 
Athlete Protection Act. The bill would force schools that play major 
collegiate sports to pay their athletes in addition to covering the cost of 
six-year guaranteed scholarships along with post-college medical 
expenses. 

And while the bill is in California, where there are no D-I collegiate 
hockey programs, the state was the first to pass a law in 2019 that 
allowed college athletes to make money from their name, image and 
likeness, or NIL. 

There are considerable costs associated with introducing a new program. 
Schools would have to fund the hires for coaches and support staff. 
Then, there are the scholarship costs that come with their own dynamics, 
including whether scholarships come from a school's general funds or the 
athletic departments. 

Perhaps the most notable cost? A facility, and figuring out how to pay for 
it. 

"If you are a school and you want to add a sport, if you add lacrosse, you 
might have to restripe an existing field and that is your facilities 
challenge," said College Hockey Inc. executive director Mike Snee. "If 
you don't have access to an adequate hockey facility, you have a $75 
million nut you have to raise," referring to the approximate cost to build a 
3,000-to-4,000-seat arena. 

Accessibility and cost remain long-standing issues when it comes to why 
the game has not grown compared to other sports. 

The natural inclination is that it would be easier for a school with a men's 
program to add a women's team. That's true, but there would still be 
facilities challenges. There might be the need to add two more dressing 
rooms, more office space and expanded strength and conditioning areas 
to an arena. And that doesn't take into account other items such as 
increased maintenance costs and managing ice time. 

There is another question to consider when it comes to adding either 
men's or women's college hockey teams. 

Is there demand for it? 

Irvine said some fans have asked about adding a women's program. She 
said it "comes up once in a while" because Colorado College opened the 
Ed Robson Arena, an on-campus facility, in 2021. 

Growing the game is one of the functions of College Hockey Inc. Snee 
said it does not typically receive a heavy number of calls from colleges 
and universities about adding a hockey program, which means it's 
usually College Hockey Inc. that is calling schools. 

Snee said the need to expand hockey is why College Hockey Inc., in 
conjunction with the NHL and NHLPA, offers prospective schools a 
feasibility study to assess if they are in a position to add a men's or 
women's program or both. 

In total, 11 studies have been completed. Some have included women's 
hockey and one explored only a women's team, Snee said. 

There are ongoing feasibility studies with two schools. Both are for 
women's hockey only, but Snee couldn't disclose the schools' identities 
for privacy reasons. 

"A feasibility study does not mean they are doing it," Snee said. "But 
there is legitimacy to it and there is very much legitimacy to both of these. 
It is important that we grow D-I, D-III and even club women's hockey. It's 
more opportunities for young women to continue playing into early 
adulthood. It's also more aspirational opportunities. We need it within 
women's hockey for young girls to see women and the opportunities they 
can aspire to having." 

Morris Kurtz, the former longtime athletic director at St. Cloud State, 
oversees the feasibility studies. Snee said Kurtz was responsible for 
helping St. Cloud transition from a D-III men's program to D-I in 1987 
while adding a women's team in 1998 that became D-I in 2000. 

Kurtz also worked with Penn State when it added men's and women's 
hockey teams along with a new facility in 2013. 

Snee said the study concentrates on the financial impact of adding 
hockey. Can schools account for adding scholarships internally? How 
much would it cost athletics department in terms of coaching and support 
staff? There is also a conference assessment to determine if a team has 
realistic options to join a league, which helps make the endeavor more 
feasible. 

Wright said there are ACHA programs -- also known as club hockey 
teams -- in the western region that continue to grow, which was a catalyst 
for how Arizona State transitioned to D-I. There are several women's club 
teams in the west, such as Air Force, ASU, the University of Colorado, 
Colorado State, Denver, Montana State, the University of Utah and the 
University of Wyoming. 

"Arizona State exists on the men's side because there was someone who 
was really passionate and had a really robust club program," Wright said. 
"At the end of the day, there is a dollar component to creating college 
hockey programs. But how do we convince everyone it's not the chicken 
or the egg? The visibility is going to be there. People do watch it. If it 
exists, they are going to go." 

To Wright's point, the number of girls who might play college hockey are 
there and the numbers of them continue to grow in the western region. 

In 2021-22, USA Hockey reported there were 87,971 women registered 
hockey players across all ages. 

More than 31,000 of those registered players west of the Mississippi are 
between the ages of 11 and 18. That figure does not include Minnesota. 
There are eight states with more than 1,000 registered girls in that age 
range, with the largest number in California (7,282), Colorado (5,800) 
and Texas (3,985). 

Only two of those states -- Alaska and California -- fielded a girls high 
school program during the 2021-22 academic year, per the National 
Federation of State High School Associations. Alaska had 24 programs 
while California had one. 

It's a stark contrast to Minnesota. The NFHS reports Minnesota had 240 
high school girls programs and 3,232 girls who participated in high school 
hockey during the 2021-22 season. 

Of Division I women's hockey players, 57% who are from west of 
Wisconsin are from Minnesota. And while that's not a big surprise, it does 
show there is growth in other western provinces and states. 

"I think if you are in the hockey world, you know that it is growing in these 
hot pockets like Vegas, which saw its youth programs explode when they 
got an [NHL] team," Lamoureux-Davidson said. "It's the same in Arizona 
and California. It is growing so fast. Since I played, which feels like so 
long ago, it's crazy how fast the sport has grown, specifically on the girls' 
side. The skill and speed the girls are growing up playing is in a different 
ballpark." 

Long Island University women's hockey coach Kelly Nash grew up in 
California and played at the University of Wisconsin. She played six 
professional seasons before she got into coaching and was hired by LIU 
in June 2022. Nash has 12 players on the LIU roster who are from the 
West, including Alaska, British Columbia, Colorado, Manitoba and Idaho. 

Nash said the options to play hockey were limited when she was growing 
up. She did not start playing until she was 12. Nash initially played with 
boys, then found out about an all-girls team that required a trip of nearly 
90 miles from San Diego to Huntington Beach. It was around that time 
when she found out about women's college hockey. 

Getting recruited meant those western club teams would have to travel to 
tournaments in Minnesota or somewhere further east to be seen. 

"Now there is something every single weekend we could be at," Nash 
said. "Whether it is a big tournament, a U-16 jamboree. There are players 
from the Midwest, West Coast, Europe and Canada. When it comes to 
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the U.S. and recruiting on the West Coast, that is still probably the place 
people go the least. I don't think there are as many events held out 
there." 

United States national team goaltender and two-time Olympic medalist 
Nicole Hensley grew up in Colorado, where hockey has carved a place. 
But there were certain realities Hensley faced playing the sport when she 
was young. 

Hensley and her family did not know there was a girls' association in 
Colorado until after she started playing. She wanted to keep playing, but 
realized it was likely she would have to play somewhere in Minnesota or 
on the East Coast. 

Hensley grew up going to both Colorado Avalanche and Denver 
University games. It allowed her to receive more exposure to the sport. 
There was a time when Hensley had dreams of playing in the NHL, but 
that was before she understood the path available for women in hockey. 

She played at Lindenwood University right after the St. Charles, Missouri, 
school transitioned from playing club hockey in the ACHA to becoming a 
D-I program. Hensley was at Lindenwood for four years prior to playing 
professionally and representing Team USA. 

"Now that I've been able to go back to Colorado and kind of have my own 
hand in growing the game in that aspect, I look at the programs that are 
out there, like Air Force, Colorado College and Denver," Hensley said. 
"They're all premier Division I programs. I just think it would be a real 
opportunity for those girls programs to flourish in those environments 
where hockey is already a big deal at those schools." 

ESPN LOADED: 03.09.2023 
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ESPN / Brad Marchand on Bruins' record, favorite Ninja Turtle, more 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

The NHL trade deadline has passed, and with it the chance for Stanley 
Cup contenders to put themselves in the best position possible to 
achieve the sport's ultimate goal this spring. 

This trade season featured no shortage of superstars on the move -- in 
fact, Bo Horvat was traded in the time between being named an All-Star 
and taking part in the festivities down in South Florida. After Horvat's 
trade to the New York Islanders came the St. Louis Blues' deals that sent 
Vladimir Tarasenko to the New York Rangers and Ryan O'Reilly to the 
Toronto Maple Leafs. Timo Meier landed with the New Jersey Devils. 
Jakob Chychrun found a new home with the Ottawa Senators. And Cup 
champion netminder Jonathan Quick was dealt twice: first to the 
Columbus Blue Jackets, who then sent him to the Vegas Golden Knights. 

But not every team was making additions for this spring; some were 
looking ahead to this summer and beyond as they rebuild their next 
versions of a contender. 

Either way, coming up with a coherent plan and sticking to it is what we 
were looking for from the league's GMs this trade season. Here's a look 
at all 32 teams, from the ones that aced the assignment to the ones that 
blew it. 

Note: Kristen Shilton provided the guide for the Atlantic and Metropolitan 
teams, while Ryan S. Clark handled the Central and Pacific clubs. Teams 
are arranged alphabetically by letter grade. Stats are collected from sites 
such as Natural Stat Trick, Hockey Reference and Evolving Hockey. 

Jump to a team: 

ANA | ARI | BOS | BUF 

CGY | CAR | CHI | COL 

CBJ | DAL | DET | EDM 

FLA | LA | MIN | MTL 

NSH | NJ | NYI | NYR 

OTT | PHI | PIT | SJ 

SEA | STL | TB | TOR 

VAN | VGK | WSH | WPG 

A grades 

Boston Bruins: A 

Key additions: D Dmitry Orlov, F Tyler Bertuzzi, F Garnet Hathaway 

Key subtractions: F Craig Smith, 2023 first-round pick, 2024 first-round 
pick (top-10 protected) 

Our take: Boston dominated at the trade deadline like they have 
everywhere else this season. 

GM Don Sweeney made an already formidable team better with some 
shrewd moves: Adding a physical puck mover -- and instant fan favorite -
- in Orlov to the blue line, some bottom-six punch with Hathaway, and 
after losing top-six winger Taylor Hall to injury, some extra firepower via 
Bertuzzi. 

There's no denying this is Boston's time to shine. Sweeney's deadline 
decisions look like slam dunks to help the Bruins make the most of a 
potential Stanley Cup run. 

Los Angeles Kings: A 

Key additions: D Vladislav Gavrikov, G Joonas Korpisalo, rights to G Erik 
Portillo 

Key subtractions: G Jonathan Quick, 2023 first-round pick (conditional), 
2023 third-round pick, 2024 third-round pick, 2024 fifth-round pick 

Our take: Trading one of the franchise's all-time greats is going to create 
mixed emotions. It's that balance of managing the surprise of moving on 
from a player who stayed with an organization through good and bad 
years. But the Kings also had problems to address, and that meant 
parting ways with Quick to make it happen. 

Gavrikov gives them another top-four defenseman who can play heavy 
minutes and anchor a penalty kill. Korpisalo gives them another goalie 
they can use in tandem with Pheonix Copley to provide stability in net, 
which has been a challenge at times. 

These are all decisions that could see the Kings take control of the 
Western Conference and possibly make a deep playoff run. Who knows? 
Maybe they end up facing a certain team from Nevada -- and an old 
friend in the process. 

Nashville Predators: A 

Key additions: F Rasmus Asplund, D Tyson Barrie, D Cal Foote, 2023 
first-round pick (EDM), 2023 second-round pick (PIT), 2023 third-round 
pick (TB), 2024 second-round picks (TB, WPG), 2025 first-round pick 
(TB, top-10 protected) 

Key subtractions: D Mattias Ekholm, F Mikael Granlund, F Tanner 
Jeannot, F Nino Niederreiter 

Our take: Is it better to make another run at a ninth straight playoff 
appearance that could end in another first-round exit? Or does it make 
more sense to start trading players and get ahead of the future even if 
you're within a few points of a wild-card spot? This was the decision 
facing the Predators, and they chose the latter. 

The returns that outgoing GM David Poile pulled off make his final trade 
deadline an emphatic send-off. He got five draft picks and an NHL 
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defenseman for Jeannot in what was one of the more memorable deals 
of the deadline. 

Poile was also able to move two contracts that had term and a sizable 
cap hit at a time when teams had to be creative with money. In less than 
a week, the Predators went from a team that had a murky path to one 
that is clearly concentrating on the future -- with more than $17 million in 
cap space ahead of next season. 

San Jose Sharks: A 

Key additions: F Andreas Johnsson, D Shakir Mukhamadullin, F 
Vladislav Namestnikov, D Nikita Okhotyuk, F Fabian Zetterlund, 2023 
first-round pick (NJ), 2024 second-round pick (NJ, conditional) 

Key subtractions: F Nick Bonino, D Jaycob Megna, F Timo Meier, F 
Vladislav Namestnikov 

Our take: Sharks GM Mike Grier had one of the most coveted players 
going into the deadline in Meier. He didn't rush into any deals, and the 
end result was getting the sort of return that gave the Sharks plentiful 
draft capital, prospects from one of the best farm systems in the NHL and 
two players who can play right now. 

All the trades Grier made has the Sharks set up to have around 30 draft 
picks over the next three seasons. They will have 12 picks in this year's 
draft and are among the teams who are in play to win the draft lottery this 
year and select Connor Bedard, the presumed No. 1 pick. And if they 
don't win the lottery, the Sharks are still in play for their first top-three pick 
since 1998. 

With a lottery pick, a second first-rounder along with more picks and 
prospects, Grier has provided the Sharks with the sort of promise of a 
better future that didn't exist when he took the job last offseason. 

Chicago Blackhawks: A- 

Key additions: F Joey Anderson, F Anders Bjork, D Andreas Englund, G 
Anton Khudobin, D Nikita Zaitsev, 2023 second-round picks (NYR, OTT), 
2025 first-round pick (TOR, top-10 protected), 2025 second-round pick 
(DAL), 2026 second-round pick (TOR) 

Key subtractions: F Max Domi, F Patrick Kane, D Jack Johnson, F Sam 
Lafferty, D Jake McCabe 

Our take: This season started with the expectation that the Blackhawks 
would be in a position to move players going into the deadline, and that 
held true. Of course, those expectations were adjusted when Kane made 
it clear he wanted the Rangers or nothing at all, while captain Jonathan 
Toews remained with the team after he announced he was dealing with 
symptoms of long COVID-19 and chronic immune response syndrome. 

Beyond that, the Blackhawks moved nearly every pending UFA they 
could. They also moved players like Lafferty and McCabe, who had 
multiyear contracts but also had manageable cap hits that made teams 
interested. The end result was the sort of draft capital windfall that 
allowed the Blackhawks to be set for the next three drafts, headlined by 
the fact they own two first-round picks in each of the next three years. 

As for the future, all of those draft picks -- including their own lottery pick, 
a shot at Connor Bedard -- create hope. The Blackhawks also have more 
than $42 million in available cap space ahead of next season, which 
means they can go in any number of directions. 

New Jersey Devils: A- 

Key additions: F Timo Meier 

Key subtractions: F Andreas Johnsson, F Fabian Zetterlund, 2023 first-
round pick (conditional), 2024 second-round pick (conditional) 

Our take: New Jersey got its man in Meier. And GM Tom Fitzgerald 
added him without giving up a top prospect. Nice work. 

Now, Meier is also a pending restricted free agent with a $10 million 
qualifying offer. But that's a future problem. This season's team has been 

one of the league's best stories, driven by a slew of young talents 
emerging all at once. Meier might be the missing piece to put New Jersey 
over the top against its rivals in New York (both the Rangers and 
Islanders) and beyond. Fitzgerald's single major deadline move seems 
like the perfect choice. 

play 

1:50 

Who is the best team in the East after the Bruins? 

Ray Ferraro and Kevin Weekes discuss their power rankings for the 
Eastern Conference and debate who the best team is behind the Bruins. 

New York Rangers: A- 

Key additions: D Niko Mikkola, F Patrick Kane, F Tyler Motte, F Vladimir 
Tarasenko 

Key subtractions: F Sammy Blais, F Vitali Kravtsov, 2023 first-round pick, 
2023 second-round pick (conditional) 

Our take: New York clearly understood its assignment. The Eastern 
Conference race is on, and the Rangers weren't about to be left in the 
dust. In fact, they got the ball rolling with the Tarasenko/Mikkola trade, 
and went back to the well dealing for Kane. 

New York's offense felt stagnant earlier this season -- the Rangers were 
sitting just 16th overall in goals scored on Jan. 1 -- and GM Chris Drury 
aggressively addressed the problem. And he did so without mortgaging 
the franchise's future by turning over too many prospects and top draft 
choices. A good balance was struck and the Rangers' depth should set 
them up well to challenge in the jacked-up East. 

Ottawa Senators: A- 

Key additions: D Jakob Chychrun 

Key subtractions: D Nikita Zaitsev, F Tyler Motte, 2023 first-round pick 
(top-five protected), 2024 second-round pick (conditional) 2023 second-
round pick, 2026 second-round pick 

Our take: Full credit to GM Pierre Dorion for rewarding his team the right 
way. A recent 11-3-1 run had surprisingly put the Senators back in the 
postseason hunt, and Dorion swung for the fences by bringing in 
Chychrun for the stretch drive this season (and at least two more years 
ahead). 

Dorion smartly waited out Arizona's asking price until it became more 
reasonable and pounced on a difference-making defender the likes of 
which Ottawa hasn't had since Erik Karlsson. Dorion wanted the 
Senators to play meaningful games in March. Now they are. Dorion's 
deadline work should allow Ottawa to keep surging. 

Toronto Maple Leafs: A- 

Key additions: F Noel Acciari, F Sam Lafferty, F Ryan O'Reilly, D Erik 
Gustafsson, D Jake McCabe, D Luke Schenn, 2023 first-round pick 
(BOS) 

Key subtractions: D Rasmus Sandin, F Pierre Engvall, 2023 first-round 
pick, 2025 first-round pick (top-10 protected), 2024 second-round pick, 
2026 second-round pick 

Our take: Toronto didn't hold back leading up to the deadline. GM Kyle 
Dubas added it all -- a top-six talent in O'Reilly, middle- and bottom-six 
depth with Acciari and Lafferty, plus defensive help in McCabe and 
Schenn. 

The Leafs are practically a new team. The makeover cost Toronto plenty 
in draft picks and roster players -- which Dubas had tried to avoid dealing 
-- but there was no reason to be conservative. Toronto has been a top-
five team in the standings throughout this season. Now might be the 
Leafs' best hope of finally slaying those first-round demons, and Dubas 
loaded up like he believes that's the case. 
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Washington Capitals: A- 

Key additions: D Rasmus Sandin, F Craig Smith, 2025 second-round 
picks (BOS, COL) 

Key subtractions: D Erik Gustafsson, D Dmitry Orlov, F Lars Eller, F 
Garnet Hathaway, F Marcus Johansson 

Our take: A round of applause for GM Brian MacLellan, who proved he 
knows how to pivot. 

Washington's season took a turn the past few weeks as the Capitals 
slipped further out of a playoff spot. So MacLellan went into seller mode 
and moved several veterans on expiring deals whom the club wasn't re-
signing, used the acquired draft capital to trade for a young blueliner 
(Sandin) with potential and added a few more decent picks in the coming 
seasons. 

MacLellan didn't make Washington obviously better right now. But he did 
put the Capitals in a stronger position to bounce back faster in the 
coming offseason. 

B grades 

Columbus Blue Jackets: B+ 

Key additions: 2023 first-round pick (LA, conditional) 

Key subtractions: D Vladislav Gavrikov, F Gustav Nyquist, F Jakub 
Voracek, G Joonas Korpisalo 

Our take: Columbus' actual deadline day was, as GM Jarmo Kekalainen 
put it, "dull." But only because the Blue Jackets got ahead of the crowds. 

Kekalainen & Co. traded away the veteran pending UFAs they had to, 
got what they could in return and shed Voracek's contract to boot. None 
of what Columbus accomplished improved the team's current prospects, 
of course. This season has been a lost effort for some time. But 
Kekalainen got the wheels in motion for a more productive offseason, 
when he can begin to identify what will put the Blue Jackets back on 
track. 

Dallas Stars: B+ 

Key additions: F Evgenii Dadonov, F Max Domi 

Key subtractions: F Denis Gurianov, G Anton Khudobin, 2025 second-
round pick 

Our take: One of the biggest challenges facing the Stars this season has 
been an overreliance on six players to shoulder the scoring load. Those 
six players have accounted for 67% of the Stars' goals this season. 
Getting Domi and Dadonov filled a major need of trying to find other top-
nine forwards who could provide another dimension. 

As for what Dallas had to give up to make it happen? The understanding 
was the Stars were not willing to part with any of their prized prospects 
because they are an organization that has come to rely upon the draft-
and-develop approach of building their team. Mission accomplished. 

Edmonton Oilers: B+ 

Key additions: F Nick Bjugstad, D Mattias Ekholm 

Key subtractions: D Tyson Barrie, F Jesse Puljujarvi, F Reid Schaefer, 
2023 first-round pick, 2023 third-round pick, 2024 fourth-round pick 

Our take: When you have the NHL's most prolific attack and the most 
dangerous power-play unit, it should make games easier to navigate. 
That is, unless you have one of the worst penalty-killing units in addition 
to allowing the 13th-most goals per game. 

In essence, this was the Oilers before the deadline. GM Ken Holland 
cleared space by trading Puljujarvi, then added Ekholm before getting a 
veteran two-way forward on a team-friendly deal in Bjugstad. 

Adding those two players will help the Oilers find more defensive 
consistency. If so, it could lead to them making a return trip to the 
Western Conference finals and maybe going even further. 

Minnesota Wild: B+ 

Key additions: D John Klingberg, F Marcus Johansson, F Gustav 
Nyquist, F Oskar Sundqvist, 2023 second-round pick (VGK) 

Key subtractions: F Jordan Greenway 

Our take: Wild GM Bill Guerin accrued picks for the future, he parlayed 
some of those picks to help him now, and then he cleared cap space to 
go get Klingberg at what was literally the last minute ahead of the 
deadline -- and all without giving up early-round draft picks. 

Guerin was faced with the challenge of trying to add players while also 
being confined to a limited amount of cap space. He found a way to bring 
in nearly an entire new line combo and D pairing. And he was able to get 
some much-needed breathing room by clearing $3 million in cap space 
annually over the next two years with Greenway going to Buffalo. 

Johansson, Nyquist and Sundqvist will be charged with adding more 
offensive production to a team that has struggled to score at times. 
Klingberg will be asked to help facilitate those scoring needs, while being 
part of a defensive structure that has been vital to the Wild's playoff 
aspirations. This could be the sort of deadline activity that pays big 
dividends for the Wild. 

New York Islanders: B+ 

Key additions: F Pierre Engvall, F Bo Horvat 

Key subtractions: F Anthony Beauvillier, F Aatu Raty, 2023 first-round 
pick (conditional) 

Our take: GM Lou Lamoriello trading for Horvat -- and then extending him 
to an eight-year, $68 million contract -- had to be one of the most eye-
popping moves of the trade season. It also accounted for almost all of the 
Islanders' activity before 3 p.m. on Friday (no disrespect to Engvall, a fine 
bottom-six depth addition). 

Horvat filled an important need for New York, which struggled to score 
even before Mathew Barzal, Jean-Gabriel Pageau and others were 
sidelined with injuries. Giving up Beauvillier -- who had 20 points in 49 
games prior to being traded -- was tough, but like their rivals in New 
Jersey, these Islanders went big on a single move. Time will tell how it 
pays off. 

St. Louis Blues: B+ 

Key additions: F Mikhail Abramov, F Sammy Blais, F Zach Dean, F 
Jakub Vrana, 2023 first-round picks (NYR, TOR), 2023 third-round pick 
(OTT), 2024 second-round pick (TOR) 

Key subtractions: F Noel Acciari, F Ivan Barbashev, D Niko Mikkola, F 
Ryan O'Reilly, F Vladimir Tarasenko 

Our take: Moving on from franchise cornerstones can be challenging. 
Why? Because you're going from a period of prosperity to a period of 
uncertainty with the hope that prosperity is on the other side. That's the 
reality facing the Blues now that O'Reilly is in Toronto and Tarasenko is 
in New York. 

But their departures brought back the sort of draft capital that creates 
optimism for the Blues. Namely, they have three first-round picks in this 
year's draft, which could lead to them finding the next wave of players 
who would join Jordan Kyrou and Robert Thomas as the members 
central to the organization's future. 

And by getting Vrana in a trade while claiming Kasperi Kapanen on 
waivers, there is a chance that a new start could see promising results. 

Arizona Coyotes: B 

Key additions: 2023 first-round pick (OTT, conditional), 2023 third-round 
pick (EDM), 2024 second-round pick (WSH, conditional), 2026 second-
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round pick (OTT), 2026 third-round pick (CAR), the Jakub Voracek 
contract, the Shea Weber contract 

Key subtractions: F Nick Bjugstad, D Jakob Chychrun, D Shayne 
Gostisbehere 

Our take: Loading up on draft capital was the plan, and the Coyotes did 
just that. They're going to have close to 40 picks over the next three 
drafts. Where they really did the most damage was by getting several 
second- and third-round picks in that time. They have three third-round 
picks for 2023, four second-round picks along with three third-round picks 
for 2024 and four second-round picks for 2025. 

One of the concerns with the Coyotes' haul is they did not come away 
with more first-round picks. Nor did they receive the sort of return that 
was expected with a top-four option such as Chychrun, who was one of 
the biggest names of this trade cycle. Compare the Coyotes to a few of 
their peers that are also building toward the future such as the 
Blackhawks, Blue Jackets, Blues, Predators and Sharks; all of them 
added more. 

The Coyotes are still in a position to win the draft lottery. They still have 
quite a bit of draft capital that other teams would covet. But how much 
will it hurt them to not have those multiple first-round picks later down the 
line? 

Buffalo Sabres: B 

Key additions: D Riley Stillman, F Jordan Greenway 

Key subtractions: F Rasmus Asplund, 2023 second-round pick 

Our take: Buffalo seemed poised for an eerily quiet deadline -- until GM 
Kevyn Adams swapped a pair of picks with Minnesota for Greenway. The 
big, physical winger will add a different element to the Sabres' attack up 
front, which is highlighted primarily by speed and skill. 

Buffalo needed some grit; Greenway is poised to provide it. Stillman can 
add a similar element from the blue line. 

Those deals were the extent of Adams' adds, a by-design decision to see 
what mettle the Sabres show as is during a final push toward the 
playoffs. Could Adams have done more to propel Buffalo into the 
postseason? Maybe. But the Sabres have stayed patient and stuck to the 
rebuilding plan so far. Adams must have felt this was no time to start 
getting greedy. 

Carolina Hurricanes: B 

Key additions: D Shayne Gostisbehere, F Jesse Puljujarvi 

Key subtractions: None 

Our take: Carolina handled its business early with the acquisitions of 
Gostisbehere and Puljujarvi, two pickups of added depth for the league's 
second-place team. Frankly that's all the Hurricanes really needed. 

Puljujarvi won't replace what Carolina hoped Max Pacioretty -- sidelined 
most of this season by injury -- would provide, especially in a playoff run. 
But the former Oiler can still factor into a bottom-six rotation. 

Meanwhile, Gostisbehere is off and running with the Hurricanes, notching 
two goals and three points in his first two games. Carolina has had a 
good thing going this season. The quieter deadline shows GM Don 
Waddell's faith in the roster's potential. 

Colorado Avalanche: B 

Key additions: F Lars Eller, D Jack Johnson, G Keith Kinkaid 

Key subtractions: F Shane Bowers, D Andreas Englund, 2025 second-
round pick 

Our take: Avalanche GM Chris MacFarland is pragmatic, to the point that 
he believes in filling holes without creating other holes. It's why the Avs 
were going to make the sort of additions that saw them reinforce their 
bottom-six forward group in addition to their defensive options. 

They also know that the bill for all of their recent moves eventually will 
come due; they've traded a number of draft picks and/or prospects. It 
allowed them to win a Stanley Cup, but it also means there are fewer 
players on team-friendly contracts they can call up to serve in key roles 
when the time comes. That's important to keep in mind with J.T. 
Compher set to become a UFA this summer, while Bowen Byram and 
Alex Newhook are pending RFAs. 

Tampa Bay Lightning: B 

Key additions: F Michael Eyssimont, F Tanner Jeannot 

Key subtractions: D Cal Foote, F Vladislav Namestnikov, 2025 first-round 
pick (top-10 protected), 2024 second-round pick 

Our take: Tampa Bay always has one trick left up its sleeve. This 
deadline, it was targeting Jeannot for five draft choices and Foote. An 
overpayment? We'll see. The Lightning historically go for depth at the 
deadline, a strategy that has served them well over three consecutive 
trips to the Stanley Cup Final and two Cup wins. 

GM Julien BriseBois is rapidly running out of draft capital in the next 
three years, but he has a win-now mentality. Tampa Bay remains among 
the Eastern Conference elite despite a recent five-game losing streak 
and coach Jon Cooper benching some of his underperforming stars in 
the third period of a loss to Buffalo. 

How long will Tampa Bay's window stay open? BriseBois can't know for 
sure. But he's betting once again on the Lightning to make a go of it this 
postseason. 

Vegas Golden Knights: B 

Key additions: F Teddy Blueger, F Ivan Barbashev, D Dysin Mayo, G 
Jonathan Quick 

Key subtractions: F Zach Dean, the Shea Weber contract, 2024 third-
round pick 

Our take: Mark Stone undergoing a second back surgery in less than a 
year created a hole that the Golden Knights sought to fill. They created 
the necessary cap space by sending Stone to LTIR and traded for 
Barbashev to give them a two-way forward who already has a Stanley 
Cup on his résumé. 

But injuries to Laurent Brossoit and All-Star Logan Thompson meant the 
Golden Knights were in search of another goaltender. Hmm. If only there 
was a two-time Cup winner on the market who needed a new home. 
They pulled off the trade for Quick, got their necessary reinforcements 
and suddenly made the prospect of a Golden Knights-Kings playoff 
series as potentially enthralling as the next season of "The Crown." 

Winnipeg Jets: B 

Key additions: F Vladislav Namestnikov, F Nino Niederreiter 

Key subtractions: 2024 second-round pick, 2025 fourth-round pick 

Our take: Many fans were waiting for the Jets to make the sort of big 
move that sent a message to the Central Division, the Western 
Conference and perhaps the entire NHL. While Jets GM Kevin 
Cheveldayoff didn't make a blockbuster trade, he did make the sort of 
choices that saw the Jets meet their needs while keeping their farm 
system intact. 

Under Cheveldayoff, the Jets have become an organization that chooses 
to use the draft to build from within. Kyle Connor, Nikolaj Ehlers, Connor 
Hellebuyck, Josh Morrissey and Mark Scheifele are among the examples 
of current homegrown players who have come through the system to 
reach stardom. 

So it's not surprising the Jets retained most of their high picks and 
prospects. In return, they got a bottom-six forward in Namestnikov who 
has quite a bit of playoff experience, and a top-nine forward in 
Niederreiter who adds one more scoring option. 
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C grades 

Montreal Canadiens: C+ 

Key additions: F Denis Gurianov 

Key subtractions: F Evgenii Dadonov 

Our take: It's not GM Kent Hughes' fault, really, that the Canadiens' 
deadline was a bust. Montreal's most tradable assets -- notably Joel 
Edmundson and Sean Monahan (both pending UFAs) -- have been 
continuously sidelined by injuries. It became all but impossible to deal 
them away, especially on a rental basis. 

Hughes has been rightly disappointed in the number of Montreal's key 
players impacted by ailments this season. Being stuck like this at the 
deadline only made matters worse. 

The Canadiens did reel in a reclamation project with Gurianov coming 
from Dallas. He already has had an impact in the lineup and could be a 
nice contributor for the Canadiens going forward. 

Seattle Kraken: C 

Key additions: D Jaycob Megna 

Key subtractions: 2023 fourth-round pick 

Our take: Think about where the Kraken were a year ago. They were 
moving players and taking on cap space as a third-party broker while 
preparing for the draft lottery. This season, they've been one of the NHL's 
biggest surprises and entered the deadline with the expectation they 
could be in line for a big move. 

They were the only Western Conference team in a playoff spot to not 
make a trade within the last week of the deadline. Kraken GM Ron 
Francis told reporters after the deadline that he likes the group they have, 
and feels they have earned the right to be in this position. 

Francis is known for his pragmatism. It's the same pragmatism that saw 
them go from one of the worst teams in the NHL to one that is five points 
out of the top spot in the West. But they are also two points clear of the 
final wild-card spot. How will the decision to hold firm work for the 
Kraken, when reinforcement options were available? 

Vancouver Canucks: C 

Key additions: F Anthony Beauvillier, D Filip Hronek, F Vitali Kravtsov, F 
Aatu Raty, 2023 third-round pick (TOR) 

Key subtractions: F Bo Horvat, F Curtis Lazar, D Luke Schenn, 2023 
first-round pick (NYI), 2023 second-round pick 

Our take: The Canucks' trade season was a roller coaster. The decision 
to trade Horvat officially kicked off the rebuild, and the return gave the 
Canucks a player for now (Beauviller), a prospect for the future (Raty) 
and another first-round pick in the upcoming draft. Then there was the 
trade for Schenn that brought back more draft capital. 

But then came the trade to get Hronek. On one hand, the Canucks were 
able to get a 25-year-old top-four defenseman. He's another player for 
their future plans and someone who could be used in tandem with Quinn 
Hughes. But it also meant losing the first-rounder acquired in the Horvat 
trade, which was considered the centerpiece of that deal. 

And while Hronek represents the future, his contract has created a 
current dilemma for the Canucks in that they now have less than $2 
million in available cap space going into this upcoming offseason. 

Calgary Flames: C- 

Key additions: F Nick Ritchie, D Troy Stecher 

Key subtractions: D Connor Mackie, F Brett Ritchie 

Our take: They're five points out of the final Western Conference wild-
card spot in a race that is changing by the day. But they also have 

roughly the same point totals as teams like the Blues and Predators that 
decided to concentrate on the future. 

Maybe the Flames get into the playoffs. Maybe they miss the 
postseason. That's what it means to live in the middle, where things can 
feel within grasp and out of reach at the same time. This deadline could 
end up looking like a missed opportunity down the line. 

Detroit Red Wings: C- 

Key additions: 2023 first-round pick (NYI), 2023 second-round pick 
(VAN), 2024 first-round pick (BOS, top-10 protected) 

Key subtractions: F Tyler Bertuzzi, F Oskar Sundqvist, F Jakub Vrana, D 
Filip Hronek 

Our take: Detroit did not improve in the past week. GM Steve Yzerman 
arguably made his team worse by trading away Bertuzzi even when it 
looked and sounded like he would stay through the Red Wings' attempt 
to return to the playoffs. And then there was the whole failed attempt to 
acquire James van Riemsdyk from the Flyers. 

Yzerman picked up a few draft choices along the way, which is great for 
Detroit's future. What about its present? Yzerman's transactions from a 
busy offseason haven't made the Red Wings an immediate contender. 
Inactivity at the deadline won't achieve that goal, either. If this is now 
another season where the Red Wings are outside looking in come spring, 
it's understandable why the fan base is becoming frustrated. 

Pittsburgh Penguins: C- 

Key additions: F Nick Bonino, F Mikael Granlund, D Dmitry Kulikov 

Key subtractions: F Teddy Blueger, F Brock McGinn, 2023 second-round 
pick 

Our take: How did the NHL's oldest team manage to get older? GM Ron 
Hextall added a string of over-30 skaters at the deadline to complement 
an already veteran-laden group. Targeting experience for the playoffs is 
one thing, but Pittsburgh had that already (hello, Sidney Crosby, Evgeni 
Malkin, Kris Letang and more). 

The Penguins needed reliable, consistent depth scoring. Technically 
Granlund or even Bonino can play a third-line role, but are they enough 
to put Pittsburgh ahead in the surging East? We know what the vaunted 
Penguins core is. Mike Sullivan behind the bench is also key. What 
Pittsburgh brought in just feels underwhelming given the obvious gaps in 
the lineup. 

D grades 

Anaheim Ducks: D+ 

Key additions: F Brock McGinn, F Nikita Nesterenko, D Andrej Sustr, 
2024 third-round picks (PIT, SJ) 

Key subtractions: D John Klingberg, D Dmitry Kulikov 

Our take: This deadline was supposed to give the Ducks the sort of draft 
capital that would offer another layer on a promising future. It was a 
matter of adding that draft capital to whatever could happen in the draft 
lottery, which could result in them winning the No. 1 pick and drafting 
Connor Bedard. Now add all of that to what's already in place with Jamie 
Drysdale, Mason McTavish, Troy Terry and Trevor Zegras. 

Yeah, that's a pretty nice-looking future. That outlook is not totally out of 
play for the Ducks as they could still win the lottery. But the lack of overall 
draft capital does alter those expectations when compared to what other 
teams like the Blackhawks, Coyotes and Sharks were able to amass this 
trade season. 

Adam Henrique going on IR didn't help. Had he been healthy, teams 
seeking a No. 2 center would have offered a bounty, given what we saw 
in similar trades. 
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Having nine picks in this year's draft is still something. But Anaheim 
comes up short compared to those other teams which have more total 
picks and two first-rounders compared to the Ducks' one. 

Philadelphia Flyers: D 

Key additions: F Brendan Lemieux 

Key subtractions: F Zack MacEwen 

Our take: Philadelphia should have been deadline sellers. GM Chuck 
Fletcher chose another path of essentially doing nothing. 

According to Fletcher, deals he was contacted about weren't good for the 
Flyers. But being almost entirely inactive isn't good for them, either. 
Philadelphia doesn't seem to be embracing a rebuild and stands to lose 
veteran UFAs like Justin Braun or James van Riemsdyk for nothing in the 
offseason. 

Receiving something -- anything -- for those players now would have 
benefited the Flyers' future in some way, no? 

F grade 

Florida Panthers: F 

Key additions: None 

Key subtractions: None 

Our take: Florida did, well, nothing. No trades made whatsoever. 

GM Bill Zito said he took calls on players; there was an opportunity to get 
involved. Ultimately, Zito believes in the Panthers' room and won't quit on 
it. That would be a fine sentiment if Florida were in a playoff spot -- which 
it isn't -- or had favorable math to earn one, which it doesn't. The Eastern 
Conference has stacked up around the Panthers. 

A year ago, Florida was one of the league's busiest, gutsiest teams, 
adding players at the deadline. It didn't pay off in a long playoff run for the 
Presidents' Trophy winners. Perhaps that scared the Panthers off from 
trying to improve on the fly again. 
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• Putting a bow on what happened, and what didn't, at the trade deadline 

• What to watch for at upcoming GM Meetings 

• Are Houston, Atlanta serious suitors for NHL teams? 

In the aftermath of the trade deadline, a question stuck with me — and 
I’m embarrassed to admit it’s one of Jeff Marek’s. Speaking to Arizona 
GM Bill Armstrong last Thursday, he asked if Ottawa offered the same 
deal that landed Jakob Chychrun last October, would the Coyotes have 
accepted? 

“It’s hard to say,” Armstrong replied. “You don’t know where they’re going 
to finish. You have a better idea now, so it becomes more attractive…For 
us, to get a chance for a high pick, that’s huge for us.” 

For many who followed the Chychrun saga, the return (a conditional first-
round pick, a conditional second-round selection and another second) 
seemed light, especially since the GM himself indicated the Coyotes 
wanted, at minimum, two guaranteed firsts — or the equivalent. But 
Armstrong’s quote stuck with me. What’s better? The quality of one 
higher first-rounder or the quantity of two later firsts? 

The biggest problem for Arizona will be that the Coyotes made Ottawa a 
better team via the trade. Aaron Riccio, co-founder of SportsCapital, a 
salary cap intelligence database, points out the Senators are in win-now 
mode, “so they are incentivized to minimize the present value traded to 
acquire Chychrun. But these same picks are enticing to Arizona with a 
longer time horizon and can afford to wait for the value of those picks to 
appreciate over time.” 

By points percentage, the Senators stood 20th when they made the deal. 
Even though Ottawa crashed from its Detroit-beating, Chychrun-
acquiring sugar high with a 5-0 loss to Chicago on Monday, it was up to 
19th prior to Tuesday’s games. Finally a meaningful March; this young 
core will not coast through the end of the season.  

As it stands, the Senators would not be able to snare one of the top two 
lottery spots, since rules only allow a team to move up 10 places. That’s 
critical, because there is ample evidence the NHL Draft value drops after 
the second pick. (Ottawa’s 2023 selection is top-five protected, although 
not letting Arizona have it means there’s no protection in 2024). 

There are a lot of places you can look for data, but I asked Chace 
McCallum, a 24-year-old grad student at Wilfrid Laurier University, who 
wrote his thesis on NHL Draft Biases. You can find it pinned to his Twitter 
page (@CMhockey66). It’s not light reading, but it’s very interesting.  

McCallum used Goals Above Replacement in the first seven years after 
being drafted for each player from each slot from 2007-14. (He only went 
to 2007 because that is as far back as advanced stats go.)  

This chart illustrates his findings: 

The first and second selections outshine the rest. To make sure, 
McCallum also tested via points, games played and points per game, “all 
finding that the output of the top two selections was, on average, much 
higher than the rest of the draft.” It should be noted his research does not 
include 2004 (Alexander Ovechkin and Evgeni Malkin); 2005 (Sidney 
Crosby); 2015 (Connor McDavid) and 2016 (Auston Matthews) — which 
certainly wouldn’t hurt the hypothesis.  

This indicates it will be challenging for Arizona to match Chychrun’s 
impact with these three picks — especially if Ottawa rises in the 
standings. Not impossible, but challenging. Arizona’s helped by the fact 
this is widely considered a deep draft, but McCallum makes the argument 
that even if you do replace the value of one player with three assets, “that 
can be a loss because you can only dress 20, so more concentrated 
value would be preferred, all else being equal.” And, Chychrun will be 25 
later this month. His value could grow. 

What determines success is different to different people. Shane Malloy, 
who wrote The Art of Scouting in 2011 and has spent the last 15 years 
researching this kind of thing, provided some games-played information.  

For the 2006-2015 NHL Drafts, 83 per cent of the players selected 
between first and 22nd played at least 200 games. From 23-32, the 
number drops to 39 per cent. So, if games-played is your barometer, 
there is an argument that one higher selection is worth two later choices, 
yes. 

But, as Malloy correctly points out, if you’ve got a bad operation with a 
bad process, it doesn’t matter where you’re picking. Armstrong takes 
pride in his drafting, he doesn’t lack confidence.  

Go back to McCallum’s research. Outside the number one and two 
selections, the highest success rate from 2007-14 is at numbers seven 
(Jakub Voracek, Nazem Kadri, Jeff Skinner, Mark Scheifele, Matt Dumba 
and Darnell Nurse) and nine (Logan Couture, Josh Bailey, Mikael 
Granlund, Dougie Hamilton, Jacob Trouba, Bo Horvat and Nik Ehlers). 
Random? Mostly, but Winnipeg’s got three choices on that list and 
Minnesota two.  

You can make it work if you know what you’re doing. 
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1. Another GM on the Senators: “There is no way, when they made this 
offer last week, they actually thought they were getting him. Nice coup.” 

2. There were reports of Edmonton pivoting away from a Chychrun trade 
to Mattias Ekholm. Hard to completely pin down, but here’s my best 
guesstimate: The Oilers considered both players, but ultimately chose 
Ekholm because they considered him a better fit for two reasons — they 
felt his skillset better fit what they needed and, even though he’s older, 
his history is much healthier. He’s missed, what, 20 games in the last 
nine seasons? 

GM Ken Holland’s always placed big emphasis on availability. You can’t 
prevent injuries, but, if he’s going to trade for someone, he desires 
reasonable belief the player can stay in the lineup. Ekholm’s underlying 
numbers in the past indicate he’s a master of going back, getting the 
puck and getting it out. Here’s an example: 

I do think the Oilers and Coyotes haggled over the draft picks, but that’s 
not abnormal. Ultimately, they preferred Ekholm. And thank you to a 
Twitter buddy who pointed out that Ekholm was born May 24, 1990 — 
the day Edmonton last won the Stanley Cup.  

3. We’ll get back to the NHL in a minute, but wanted to recognize 20-
year-old Chase Coward of WHL Red Deer. Coward is scheduled to start 
for the Rebels Wednesday night against Lethbridge. Last summer, 
Coward, not drafted by an NHL team, was invited to the Canadian World 
Junior Team’s summer camp, and also to Buffalo’s development camp. 
However, he failed his physical due to hip injuries, although the Sabres 
kindly allowed him to stay. 

In August, Rebels uberboss Brent Sutter announced Coward “underwent 
testing and discovered a congenital defect to his lower body. At this time 
Chase has decided he will not attend training camp or be a part of the 
Rebels roster to start the season, and we support him as he navigates 
through the process.” There was concern Coward’s hockey career was 
over at waaaaaaaaaay too young an age. As I write this, I’m not 100 per 
cent sure of the procedures he went through, but it was a gruelling 
process and recovery against big odds. Wishing Chase good luck as he 
returns to action. 

4. Another comeback deserving more attention: San Jose’s Nikolai 
Knyzhov. The defenceman played his first NHL game in 663 days in 
Monday’s 3-2 win over the Jets, telling reporters, “I had a lot of emotions 
in warm-up.” I guess. Knyzhov went through two sports hernia surgeries, 
torn adductor muscles, a bone infection and a torn Achilles tendon 
suffered in offseason training. That’s a Masterton candidate. 

5. Knew Minnesota’s disallowed overtime goal against Calgary was 
indeed offside when Dean Evason didn’t go insane on the Wild bench. 
Evason’s not subtle when annoyed about something. If it’s as simple as 
Spurgeon passed the puck and Anthony Beauvillier didn’t on this play, 
let’s make that clear. Would simplify things for everyone. 

6. Jesper Bratt and the New Jersey Devils are engaged on extension 
talks. He’s restricted in July, one summer from unfettered free agency. A 
bit of a poker game right now, but there’s plenty of time. 

7. Ah, Philadelphia. About 25 years ago, I went to a Packers-Lions game 
in Detroit. The Silverdome (where Detroit played then) was full of Green 
Bay fans as Brett Favre dismantled the Lions. A year later, I tried to buy 
tickets for the Vikings' visit to Motown, but the Lions were so angry about 
the Packers’ fans takeover they created a rule where you had to buy 
tickets for at least four games. No more invasions! I thought of that last 
Wednesday as a legion of Rangers supporters erupted in Wells Fargo 
when Vladimir Tarasenko scored to beat the hometown Flyers in 
overtime. 

I get it. No one wants to see thousands of fans celebrating a hated rival’s 
win in your building. It tastes like your grandmother’s worst liver dish. It’s 
not coming fast enough for Flyers’ fans, but there’s going to be change. 
The moment John Tortorella’s name appeared on that “this year was the 
first step in building the future of the Flyers” letter in February, it signalled 
where everything was going. The as-yet-undetermined part is how deep 

this rebuild will go, but there’s a chance it will be more significant than 
expected. One governor said this week that, early in the season, comp 
tickets for Philadelphia games were up 50 per cent over 2021-22. 
Nothing delivers a message louder than that. 

8. Prior to the Chychrun deal, the Flyers were scouting AHL Belleville. 
Whatever was going on there is likely off the table, but it would have 
been interesting.   

9. I don’t think there was much with Kevin Hayes and Carolina, but I do 
think there’s something with Columbus. Two of his biggest fans — 
Johnny Gaudreau and Rick Nash — are there. 

10. A few sources wondered if any team that acquired Timo Meier would 
consider club-elected arbitration with him. As many of you know, Meier’s 
current contract ends in June, but he’s one season from unrestricted free 
agency. He requires a $10M qualifying offer to keep his rights for 2023-
24, barring a contract extension. However, the Devils (or if another team 
trades for him after the season) can go the club-elected route, meaning 
Meier could get no less than 85 per cent of the $10M cash he’s earning 
this season. 

After the deadline, I thought more about it. Colorado did this with Ryan 
O’Reilly in 2014, after he finished the two-year offer sheet contract 
originally signed with Calgary. The problem with this is it can really 
alienate a player. O’Reilly's relationship with Colorado was already 
damaged, and he was traded to Buffalo in 2015. But there’s the recent 
case of Corbin Burnes. The 2021 National League Cy Young Award 
winner went to arbitration last month with the Milwaukee Brewers and it 
was nasty. 

“There's no denying that the relationship is definitely hurt from what 
[transpired] over the last couple of weeks,” Burnes told mlb.com's Adam 
McCalvy. “There's really no way of getting around that. Obviously, we're 
professionals, and we're going to go out there and do our jobs. When 
some of the things that are said, for instance, put me at the forefront of 
why we didn't make the postseason last year. That's something that 
probably doesn't need to be said.” Yikes. The Brewers backpedaled big-
time, but it’s a cautionary tale for everyone. 

11. The Oilers made a legit pitch for Meier. It was almost certainly going 
to be a rental, with all decisions about the future punted into the summer. 
Assuming Meier had a strong playoff with that high-octane roster, there’s 
definitely the possibility of flipping him to regain the assets lost in the 
initial deal. I don’t think Edmonton was the only team considering it, but I 
love the concept. 

12. Vancouver hasn’t given up on moving out at least one big contract 
this summer. Apparently, Filip Hronek’s been on the Rutherford/Allvin 
radar a long time. I’m guessing Steve Yzerman remembered that. It’s a 
big price to pay and hands contract leverage to the player, but the 
Canucks really like him. With Hronek in Vancouver, Detroit’s right-side 
looks thin after Moritz Seider. Something the Red Wings will need to 
address.  

13. Think the stalemate between Detroit and Tyler Bertuzzi was term. 
Two sides couldn’t bridge the gap, and Boston benefits. What a deadline 
for the Bruins.  

14. Tampa Bay GM Julien BriseBois boldly backed his defence, and I’d 
expect nothing less. But I do think he looked pretty hard at other options. 
The Lightning dealt most of their draft capital in search of a third Stanley 
Cup in four seasons, and simply ran out of assets. It’s believed the 
Lightning asked about Radko Gudas; I’m not surprised he stayed a 
Panther instead of ending up across-state. Last weekend was a 
nightmare for Tampa, but write them off at your own peril. 

15. I think Pittsburgh and Edmonton also had interest in Gudas. (The 
Oilers ultimately decided against it after Ekholm.) San Jose acquired 
unsigned defender Henry Thrun from Anaheim. He’s NCAA Harvard’s 
captain, and we’ll see if the Sharks sign him. There were rumours he’s on 
Tampa’s radar.  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 9, 2023 

 

16. Ryan O’Reilly’s injury timeline is as good as Toronto could have 
hoped — four weeks. That’s right at the start of the playoffs. Word is 
O’Reilly’s already had a huge impact on the dressing room, just in terms 
of how the players interact and socialize with one another. The Maple 
Leafs were honest with Conor Timmins, letting him know the added 
defenders will hurt his ice time — but he’s very much in their plans. The 
more delicate balance will be with Timothy Liljegren, who returned to the 
lineup Tuesday after missing a pair of games. 

17. Funny little tidbit about the three-way trade that sent Nick Bonino to 
Pittsburgh: he had to waive his no-trade to Montreal so the Canadiens 
could facilitate the extra retention. 

18. I do think Los Angeles made an exploratory call to Nashville about 
Juuse Saros. The Predators look rejuvenated post-deadline — some 
youthful energy helps — and, surprisingly, have a path to the playoffs. 
Big challenge, but playoff chases are what everyone wants. 

19. It didn’t go unnoticed that Columbus did right by Jonathan Quick. 
Don’t want to make a big deal of it, but it’s untrue that his inclusion in the 
Kings-Blue Jackets trade was reported before Quick was told. Los 
Angeles planned to inform him upon returning home from Winnipeg, but 
audibled when informed rumours of the deal were out there. Reaction 
was seismic among the players and their families. One said he 
understood why, from a hockey perspective, the Kings felt they had to 
make the move. But he didn’t understand why Quick wasn’t given more 
of a heads-up to prepare for the shock of leaving the only NHL home he 
wanted to know. 

20. The Chychrun situation was an emotional ride for some of the Kings. 
When Arizona first sat out the defenceman on Feb. 11, there were plenty 
of rumours Los Angeles was to be the destination. GM Rob Blake 
informed Quinton Byfield and Brandt Clarke they wouldn’t be dealt, and 
constantly indicated no trade was as close as had been rumoured. For 
several days, some of the players who thought they might be involved 
were half-joking with each other when they arrived every day. “Still 
here?” “Yup, still here.” Not easy. 

21. The Athletic’s Michael Russo confirmed what had been suspected: 
that Carolina made an inquiry to Calgary about Elias Lindholm. There’s 
almost zero chance the Flames would have considered it now — too 
soon and still coming to grips with this season. But they’ve got six 
interesting players with one year remaining on their current contracts, so 
the calendar dictates this will be a direction-defining summer. All of a 
sudden, they are four points back of Winnipeg.  

22. Vladislav Namestnikov waived his no-trade to go to the Jets. I think 
he had other options, but was content to go there.  

23. The NHL has a 10-member Executive Committee that meets before 
each full Board of Governors meeting, and now there’s going to be 
something similar for the general managers. The group will be Doug 
Armstrong, Ken Holland, Lou Lamoriello, David Poile, Don Waddell and 
Steve Yzerman. “Colie’s Angels.” They will get together Sunday, with the 
full GM meetings beginning on Monday in Florida. 

24. As of Wednesday afternoon, hadn’t heard about agenda items for the 
meetings…but things that seem to be on people’s radar: the lengthy 
trade-related sabbaticals this season; decreasing the exhibition season 
(which could lead into a schedule conversation, but I’m not convinced 
Commissioner Bettman is crazy about 84 games); playoff points of 
officiating emphasis; how to make three-way trades less-complicated. No 
doubt there are things I’m forgetting or not yet aware of. I believe there is 
growing consternation about Arizona’s roster, but the GMs are not going 
to be able to solve that. That’s a governors’ issue, and we’ll see how they 
feel. 

25. I like John Buccigross’s tweeting style. A couple of years ago, he 
tweeted a picture of Taylor Hall, another of Anders Bjork and one of 
Tupac Shakur. Not long after, Hall was dealt from Buffalo to Boston for 
Bjork and a second-round pick. So, when he tweeted about Atlanta and 
Houston, a lot of people were intrigued. The NHL is throwing cold water 
on any hysteria, but uninformed speculation is what I’m best at. 

Let’s stress that these are my opinions, rather than a true indication of 
where any of this might be going. First of all, it doesn’t make any sense 
to rush into anything until we know Arizona’s future. If the Coyotes win 
the referendum (or end up in a remodelled Suns’ arena), there’s no need 
to “waste” a potential expansion spot on them. But if the Coyotes can’t 
get clarity, one of those cities is going to be their next home.  

26. I’ve always believed the league likes the idea of Houston. Largest 
non-NHL market in North America, and there was a meeting with NBA 
Rockets representatives a few years ago. The word used to describe that 
meeting was “underwhelming,” with the Rockets not wanting to pay the 
going rate for an expansion franchise and seemingly more interested in 
an NHL team as an arena tenant than anything else. 

This is where I wonder about Tim Leiweke, CEO of Oak View Group. 
Seattle’s NHL future was uncertain until he became the driving force 
behind Climate Pledge Arena, and the Kraken are a huge success. There 
are some big-swingers who think he could solve an NHL arena problem 
in Houston. But that’s conjecture as opposed to fact at this time. 

The reports out of Atlanta indicate the suburb of Alpharetta would be 
home as opposed to downtown, but I’d have to be convinced as to why 
the region would deserve a third chance. Not mentioned is Kansas City, 
but I wouldn’t be so quick to discount it. An arena owned by AEG — 
another powerful NHL force — and if we’ve learned anything, it’s that the 
league can be successful in cities where there is no major winter 
competitor (Nashville, Seattle, Vegas). Just make Pat Mahomes part of 
the ownership group.  

27. All of this discounts Quebec City and Toronto. Excluding them from 
this conversation has to make Nordiques fans sick, and the NHL has, at 
times, liked the idea of a Los Angeles-like setup at Scotiabank Arena.  

28. Boston hit its “over” — 96.5 points — on February 27. That’s 
ridiculous. 

29. Loved, loved Mikko Rantanen’s “ring” gesture while serving a penalty 
as Colorado trailed Dallas 5-1. It was hilarious. No need to back away or 
apologize for it. That kind of personality and bravado is perfect. 

30. I’m betting that, after Pittsburgh this year, no team ever again has its 
Fathers’ Trip during trade deadline week. 

31. Credit stat-man extraordinaire Stan Nieradka for this one: which 
player traded on deadline day since 1980 has the most points the rest of 
the season? It’s Peter Mueller, with 20 (nine goals) for Colorado after 
being traded by Phoenix in 2009-10. Robert Reichel (1997, Islanders) 
and Brian Campbell (2008, San Jose) were one behind. Never would 
have guessed that. 

32. Sarah Nurse’s All-Star Weekend skates were inscribed with Madam 
CJ Walker’s phenomenal quote: “Don’t sit down and wait for 
opportunities to come. Get up and make them happen.” Excellent advice 
to finish the blog. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 03.09.2023 

1212040 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Miller continues to re-assert his value to Canucks since 
Tocchet's arrival 

 

Iain MacIntyre  

 

VANCOUVER -- What is it with J.T. Miller? There he was again 
Wednesday, waving his hand at a teammate, demanding Quinn Hughes 
get out of the way. 

Imagine how this made Hughes feel. He’s a human being, too. 
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After Miller’s infamous tomahawk chop on top of his own net, to get 
Vancouver Canucks goalie Collin Delia to scurry to the bench for an extra 
attacker during a Dec. 29 loss in Winnipeg, you’d think Miller would know 
better. I mean, he was like a twice-baked potato after that one, roasted 
on social media and mainstream media alike. 

But here he was again in overtime Wednesday against the Anaheim 
Ducks, one hand on the stick, one hand waving like a traffic cop or 
dismissive teenager, Miller demanding that Hughes move away from the 
boards at the blue line. 

Clearing space for Miller. Just so Miller could skate into the space 
vacated by Hughes, and enter the offensive zone at top speed while the 
Ducks waddled around confused by the movement of Vancouver’s 
players. 

Why don’t you just score while you’re at it, J.T.? Miller, a new player 
under new coach Rick Tocchet, took advantage of that space by lasering 
a shot into the top short-side corner on goalie Lukas Dostal and win it 3-2 
for the Canucks 20 seconds into OT. 

“Yeah, I can imagine what they would be saying on Twitter,” Miller 
smiled. “The play is to just drop it with a lot of speed and hopefully catch 
them with no gap. I was actually going to drop it again to Huggy 
(Hughes), but when he moved, I thought his guy was going to stay there. 
But he got out of the way and I think the other two guys were a bit flat-
footed, too. 

“I knew I had to take a crack at it. You don't get too many Grade-As 
(scoring chances in overtime) unless it's their miss and you go the other 
way. I was really planning on dropping it to Huggy but their guy kind of 
gave me the lane, so after that point, I'm just thinking attack.” 

Turned out to be good thinking. And good directing. 

Miller has been pretty good at everything since Tocchet took over the 
Canucks on Jan. 22 and started asking for things like backchecks and 
defensive awareness and more strength in front of the nets – fairly simple 
demands that some thought might be beyond the team’s emotional 
leader. 

In 17 games since Tocchet replaced Bruce Boudreau, Miller has played 
centre on the second line and re-asserted himself as a two-way power 
forward, producing five goals and 12 assists and positive metrics across 
the analytics board. 

He also scored shorthanded for the Canucks’ first goal on Wednesday. 

PK BETTER THAN OK 

On pace for most of the season to post the worst penalty killing since the 
National Hockey League began tracking it in the 1970s, Canuck penalty 
killers have outscored opposing power plays 6-5 over the last nine 
games. 

Miller and Pettersson each have three of the six, and Pettersson 
beautifully set up his teammate on Wednesday’s shorty by positioning 
himself between Dostal and defenceman Cam Fowler, the goalie’s only 
available outlet behind the Anaheim net, then deftly knocking down the 
airborne pass and centring the puck. 

Miller charged onto it and snapped it into the top corner, this time on 
Dostal’s glove side, at 14:44 of the first period. Canuck penalty-killing 
backed up the goal by blanking the Ducks’ power play on two chances, 
which overlapped and included a 38-second five-on-three. 

“It's been pretty negative,” Pettersson said. “It hasn't been our best 
aspect during the season. But overall, we killed off a five-on-three today 
and the PK has been a lot better recently.” 

Asked about the outbreak of shorthanded offence – eight of the Canucks’ 
10 shorthanded goals this season have been scored under Tocchet – 
Pettersson said: “I think it's a read, like, see when there is a chance to 
play offensively on the PK. In that situation, I felt the goalie only had one 
play. 

“Just guessing, reading. They only had one guy back. . . and he was 
behind me, so he had to pass it through me and I was lucky enough to 
intercept.” 

There was nothing lucky about it. 

ON THE OTHER HAND... 

Andrei Kuzmenko’s 30th goal of his rookie season was all luck. His 
attempted backhand pass as he cut to the Anaheim goal in the second 
period bounced in off the skate of Duck Mason McTavish. 

But it’s not luck that has given the Russian winger 30 goals and 57 points 
in 63 games and has him comfortably on pace to break Pavel Bure’s 
franchise record of 34 goals as a rookie. 

“I thought a lot of things before the season,” Kuzmenko, who chose to 
leave the Kontinental League to join the Canucks at age 26. “A lot of 
things. (But) I don't think about 30 goals. Really. It's a good league with 
good players. I play with good players. For me, it's easy to play with 
these partners. I need results. I need to every day help my team.” 

Only a month ago, Kuzmenko logged just 10:35 during a game in Detroit, 
which followed two straight games of 12 minutes. Tocchet wanted more 
from him than offensive flair. 

“This moment for me was a difficult moment,” Kuzmenko said 
Wednesday. “I remember this moment. Over my career, I have these 
(challenging) moments every time. I don't have a surprise. I understand. I 
don't play good a couple of moments in the defensive zone. I know. This 
club... is a big help for me in how I play in the defensive zone. 

“Tocchet is a good coach for me. He says to me, every day you need to 
work, work, work. I listen to these words. I need to help this team and I 
can put play good in the defensive zone. Hockey play is not just offensive 
zone. Next season. . . we need to go to playoffs. I need to play better.” 

“It's a pretty impressive feat with 20 games to go,” Miller said of 
Kuzmenko hitting 30 goals. “He's a big part of our offence, and I think 
he's just going to get better. That's the amazing part. There's no saying 
how many he can score in a year.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Hellebuyck drops goaltending battle in loss to Wild, Jets 
slip down playoff picture 

 

Ken Wiebe  

 

WINNIPEG — Connor Hellebuyck has been the backbone of these 
Winnipeg Jets for a long time. 

He will need to be the Jets player down the stretch run for this team to 
return to the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

There have been countless times over the years when the Jets No. 1 
goalie has been there to bail out his teammates when they haven’t quite 
been at their collective best. 

But as the Jets are going through an extended rough patch, Hellebuyck 
hasn’t been quite as sharp as we’re used to seeing him be. 

And when the margin for error is so slim, having average goaltending 
hasn’t quite been enough. 

Not when he’s conditioned folks to expect him to put on the Superman 
cape and deliver elite-level performances with regularity. 

On a night where Hellebuyck gave up three goals on 22 shots and Marc-
Andre Fleury played like it was the 2018 Western Conference final, there 
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was Jets head coach Rick Bowness standing at the podium, left to 
answer a question about whether or not he has to say anything to his 
workhorse netminder after a 4-2 loss to the Minnesota Wild. 

“No he’ll figure it out. He’s a great goaltender, he’s a tremendous 
competitor,” said Bowness, whose club dropped to 0-3 against the Wild 
this season. “He’s got to figure it out and he will. (Jets goalie coach) 
Wade (Flaherty) works with him, Flats has done a great job with him. 
He’s a great goalie. You don’t normally see that puck go in the net. 

“Right now, that’s what’s happening. We’re giving up a goal like that and 
we’re losing by one goal. The first goal the other night against San Jose, 
those things don’t normally go in our net. Right now they’re going in and 
that’s fine. We have to find a way to put the puck in their net.” 

Not surprisingly, Bowness expressed full confidence in Hellebuyck — 
and he has plenty of reason to do so. 

As a reminder, the goal that went in on Monday's 3-2 overtime loss to the 
San Jose Sharks was on backup David Rittich, not Hellebuyck. 

But part of the reason for Rittich playing that game was to get Hellebuyck 
an extended breather, as he will be leaned on heavily during the final 17 
games. 

As a reminder, Hellebuyck is having an outstanding season, recent 
hiccups notwithstanding. 

He’s got three shutouts to go along with a 2.63 goals-against average 
and .918 save percentage. He also remains among the league leaders in 
goals saved above expected, so the analytics support the raw numbers. 

It’s also true that Hellebuyck is battling through one of the toughest 
stretches of his entire career. 

He’s given up 22 goals in his past five starts and been chased in two of 
them, though one of them was so he could play the next night in the 
rematch against the Edmonton Oilers, a game the Jets won 7-5. 

In three of those starts, Hellebuyck has allowed five goals and it’s not like 
there have been an abundance of softies. 

But Wednesday’s game-winner from Ryan Hartman, on a wrister through 
the five-hole, was a deflator. 

Although the Jets were able to get within one on a goal from Nino 
Niederreiter, the decisive marker was one Hellebuyck simply couldn’t 
afford to give up. 

It’s far too simplistic to suggest that goaltending cost the Jets the victory 
in this one, but Fleury won the battle of the masked men, finishing with 
46 saves for his fourth consecutive win. 

The Jets, meanwhile, have just one victory in the past eight games 
(going 1-5-2). 

Not only have the Jets slipped into the second wild card berth in the 
Western Conference, they’ve left the door open to potentially get chased 
down by the Calgary Flames (71 points) or the Nashville Predators (69 
points but four games in hand). 

The Jets are about to embark on a three-game road trip and a four-game 
stretch that includes tilts against the Florida Panthers, Tampa Bay 
Lightning, Carolina Hurricanes and Boston Bruins. 

It’s a stretch of games that could go a long way to defining this season 
and the Jets will be without centre Pierre-Luc Dubois for at least one 
more game (and likely more) after he suffered an upper-body injury on 
Monday. 

That puts even more pressure on an offensive attack that has been 
mostly starved for goals and for a power-play that can’t seem to get back 
on track. 

Bowness had no trouble finding a silver lining when discussing the most 
recent setback. 

“It’s one of the best games we’ve played all year,” said Bowness. “We 
dominated the game, 82 shot attempts, I don’t know if we’ve done that 
this year. Lots of scoring chances, Fleury was outstanding, a lot of loose 
pucks we couldn’t get our sticks to, but that’s one of the best games 
we’ve played all year. If we play like that, we’ll take it. Some nights you 
just don’t get any puck luck and right now we’re not getting any puck 
luck. But I’ll take that effort and the way we played against anybody all 
year. 

“If you’ve got to do it the hard way, we’re going to have to do it the hard 
way. We’ve got to win some games on the road. But the most important 
thing is to keep the effort and play like we did tonight. That’s the most 
important thing. Eventually, that puck is going to go in.” 

Jets left-winger Kyle Connor shared a similar sentiment, albeit with a 
slightly different tone in the delivery. 

“Yeah, it definitely sucks. But that’s hockey. We’re going to have those 
nights,” said Connor. “We’ve got to keep the confidence high in this 
group. Putting up that many shots, that many grade A’s, you’re going to 
take that most nights. Keep your head up. Stick with it. We have a lot of 
veterans in this room. We know that if we play that game for a majority of 
the year, we take that over an 82-game schedule, we’re going to score a 
lot of goals. 

“We know we have a great team here, we just got to put it together. 
We’re on that trajectory. The last couple games have been a hell of a lot 
better, so we’ve got to keep building, keep getting better and look on for 
the next one.” 

There was a scary moment for Wild winger Kirill Kaprizov, as he left the 
game with an apparent left leg injury after Jets defenceman Logan 
Stanley fell on him with the full weight of his body. 

Kaprizov’s leg appeared to get tangled up on his way to the ice. 

“Well, he stopped and I tried to finish my check on him. Then I just fell on 
top of him,” said Stanley, who scored a goal as he returned to the lineup. 
“I wasn’t expecting him to go down. It’s just an unfortunate play.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers get chance to test improved team toughness 
against big, bad Bruins 

 

Mark Spector  

 

BOSTON — The last team to regularly trot out that old hockey chestnut, 
“Our powerplay is a form of toughness,” was the 2011 Vancouver 
Canucks. They had the fabulous Sedin brothers, the best powerplay in 
the league, and walked into that Stanley Cup Final here in Boston feeling 
bulletproof at five-on-four. 

Then the refs stopped calling penalties, and as sure as Brad Marchand 
speed-bagged poor Daniel Sedin, the big, bad Bruins rolled right over the 
powerplay-reliant Canucks. 

Here in Boston — and in Game 7 at home — the Canucks got pushed 
right out of the series. 

As the Edmonton Oilers and their league-leading 31.7 per cent 
powerplay arrive at the TD Garden for a game against hockey’s best 
team on Thursday night, they’ll add Evander Kane to their lineup. 

He missed 31 games with that sliced wrist, and another eight with broken 
ribs. But on Thursday Kane brings skill and toughness — real, tangible, 
traditional toughness — to a lineup that has gotten much bigger since the 
season began. 
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“It's been an interesting year,” said Kane, who can log an even half-
season of 41 games if he plays the Oilers' final 17 contests. “I think we, 
as a group, have shaken that label of being a soft team. I mean, I don't 
know who hasn't gotten into a fight this year. 

“I think we have some real good team toughness, I think that's going be 
big in the playoffs, especially in the Western Conference, where there's a 
lot of heavy players. A lot of heavy teams that we're gonna have to go 
through, and play through.” 

Ten different Oilers have accrued at least one major penalty this season, 
but they’re still tied for 21st in the NHL in that regard. Really, it’s more 
about the size of the additions that general manager Ken Holland has 
made since September. 

On defence, Vincent Desharnais (six-foot-six, 215 pounds) and Mattias 
Ekholm (six-foot-four, 215 pounds) have joined a corps that now 
averages six-foot-three-plus and 207 pounds. Up front, six-foot-six Nick 
Bjugstad joined at the trading deadline, the aggressive Klim Kostin (six-
three, 215 pounds.) is here, and now Kane returns, bringing a major 
change to Edmonton’s personality. 

“When you bring a guy like that into your lineup, all the other guys grow a 
little bit. Aside from what he does as a forward, that’s the real thing he 
brings,” said Ekholm. 

It stands as a Top 3 hockey cliché, that belief that everyone “grows a little 
bit” when a tough, adept scrapper joins the lineup. 

But is it real? 

“For sure, that’s a thing,” said Ekholm, a veteran of 723 NHL games, and 
another 75 in the playoffs. “When you have these really big, tough guys 
who are coming in on the forecheck on you, and you know that you have 
a guy right there who is going to have your back no matter what? That’s 
only a small part of (Kane’s) game… but it’s a big reason why guys feel 
like that.” 

Adding Kane for this game against the Bruins is like putting on fresh 
winter tires for a December trip through the B.C. interior. He is, all 
wrapped into one, a legit top-line winger for Connor McDavid, a big, fast 
body that makes your team more imposing, and a guy who understands 
how and when to swing a game that’s not trending his team’s way. 

“Great on-ice habits,” head coach Jay Woodcroft said. “Someone who 
goes hard to the net, takes pride in his wall work. Someone who is 
physical. Someone who understands ways to change the momentum in a 
game that have nothing to do with scoring a goal.” 

“Not to state the obvious,” added Ekholm, “but he’s a goal scorer who 
has done this for years, and he’s really fast. He’s a great forward who is 
intimidating to play against — and he usually draws heavy matchups. 

“I’ve drawn the heavy matchups for a bunch of my career, and usually 
those guys are the small skilled guys. But here comes a guy, he’s your 
height, he’s your size…. He’s intimidating.” 

Intimidating? 

The Oilers still have a powerplay that makes the pregame meetings of all 
31 other teams in the NHL. 

Like those old Canucks, it makes them tougher to play against — if not 
tangibly tougher, in the hockey sense of the word. 

“It's a form of toughness,” Kane allowed. “The powerplay is great — 
historic almost — but we can't rely on it to win hockey games or create 
energy for our group. We have to create energy in games with our five-
on-five play." 

“As you get deeper and deeper into the playoffs,” the Vancouver native 
reminds, “the calls start to decrease. You get less powerplays.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Are surprising Minnesota Wild legitimate Stanley Cup 
contenders? 

 

Adam Vingan  

 

On Wednesday, the Winnipeg Jets host the Minnesota Wild in a potential 
first-round playoff matchup.  

The Wild sitting in second place in the Central Division — and two points 
out of first — this late in the season qualifies as something of a surprise. 
They are carrying more than $12.7 million in dead cap space after buying 
out Zach Parise and Ryan Suter last summer — a figure that will climb to 
more than $14.7 million in 2023-24 and 2024-25. Those decisions forced 
Wild general manager Bill Guerin to trade All-Star forward Kevin Fiala, 
who had a team-leading 79 goals and 186 points over his three-plus 
seasons.  

Minnesota, which is 8-0-2 in its last 10 games, was expected to take a 
step back this season, so why hasn’t that happened? It starts on 
defence, where the Wild rank third in actual goals against per game 
(2.58) and sixth in expected goals against per game (2.65), respectively. 
That is despite allowing 20 goals in their first three games. (Since then, 
the Wild are allowing an average of 2.38 actual goals and 2.59 expected 
goals over 61 games.) 

Goaltender Filip Gustavsson has been a breakout player for the Wild, 
saving 17.8 goals above expected and 87.4 per cent of slot shots — well 
above the league average of 82.2 per cent among 85 goaltenders who 
have played at least 100 minutes. Linus Ullmark (18.8) and Juuse Saros 
(18.5) are the only goaltenders with more goals saved above expected 
than Gustavsson, whose active shutout streak of 175:45 is the longest in 
the NHL this season. Gustavsson also leads all goaltenders in quality-
start percentage, preventing more goals than expected in 22 of his 28 
starts. 

The Wild are 18-7-7 in one-goal games, which can be looked at in two 
different ways. On one hand, they are comfortable playing tight-checking 
games. On the other, though, they struggle to score and pull away from 
opponents. The Wild have scored 6.92 fewer goals than expected, 
making them the worst finishing team in the league. 

Kirill Kaprizov continues to dazzle, trailing only Connor McDavid in 
scoring chances with 253 in 64 games. The problem is that Kaprizov is 
carrying the Wild’s offence almost single-handedly. He has scored eight 
of the team’s 19 goals over the past 10 games.  

“We only need two or three goals from him every night,” Guerin jokingly 
told reporters last week. “That’s it. It’s all we ask. He’s pretty much been 
doing that.”  

Under financial constraints, Guerin addressed the Wild’s lacklustre 
offence as best he could at the trade deadline, bringing in Marcus 
Johansson, Gustav Nyquist, Oskar Sundqvist and John Klingberg.   

Klingberg, considered one of the top offensive defencemen in the NHL 
not too long ago, is an intriguing addition. He still pushes play up the ice 
at a high rate, ranking 24th out of 272 qualified defencemen (min. 100 
minutes) in possession-driving plays (PDP) per 20 at 5-on-5. That 
includes controlled exits and entries, as well as redline carries and outlet 
passes. In his first two games with the Wild, Klingberg was credited with 
38 total PDPs at 5-on-5, second most on the team behind Kaprizov. He 
also quarterbacked the top power-play unit.  

The Wild have the defensive structure in place to shelter Klingberg from 
tough matchups.  

“We like to defend first, but when there’s a play to be made, he’s a type 
of guy that really can make a high-level offensive play,” Guerin said. “His 
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natural offensive abilities and instincts are (things) that will really help 
us.”  

Although the Wild have made it this far without a reliable offence, it is 
likely to hold them back once the playoffs start. Even with a stout defence 
and a seemingly impenetrable goaltender, the Wild do not have the look 
of a championship contender. 
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USA TODAY / Flyers' Tony DeAngelo suspended for spearing Lightning's 
Corey Perry below belt 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

Philadelphia Flyers defenseman Tony DeAngelo was suspended two 
games on Wednesday for spearing Tampa Bay Lightning forward Corey 
Perry, the NHL's Department of Player Safety announced. 

DeAngelo received a five-minute major and game misconduct during the 
third period of Tuesday night's 5-2 loss when he circled around after 
Perry had slashed his stick and hit the Lightning player in the groin with 
his stick. Perry fell and Lightning players went after DeAngelo. 

Often, that type of action results in a player being fined. 

"What causes this play to rise to the level of a suspension is the 
premeditated nature of the foul against an unsuspecting opponent well 
after the whistle, the area of the body where the spear was delivered and 
the force of the blow," the department said in a video. 

The department noted that DeAngelo didn't engage with Perry before 
spearing him. 

"He tried to slash my stick out of my hand seconds beforehand," 
DeAngelo said about Perry. "He talks all game. I asked him to fight. He 
doesn't want to fight. He'll tell you he's asked me to fight for years. I don't 
say no. 

"I wasn't trying to give him a shot. The replay probably looks a little worse 
than it was meant to be, but it is what it is. It took 30 punches on the 
ground and when I get up, they don't let me do what I got to do." 

DeAngelo has a previous NHL suspension, an automatic three games in 
2017 for physical abuse of a referee while he was with the Arizona 
Coyotes. 

He is in his first season of a two-year, $10 million contract with the 
Flyers. He played with the Carolina Hurricanes last season, and was 
waived and eventually bought out by the New York Rangers in 2021 after 
an altercation with a teammate. 

He will forfeit $54,054.06 in pay because of the suspension. 
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