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Pyotr Kochetov returns to Hurricanes, posts shutout as Carolina downs Philapelphia 

The Carolina Hurricanes skated with a slightly different 
lineup Thursday, necessitated by a couple of injuries 
sustained in Montreal earlier in the week. 
 
In a return home to the friendly confines of PNC Arena, 
though, it hardly mattered. 
 
Pyotr Kochetkov, who made news earlier this week after not 
only scoring a goal in an AHL game but also fighting in 
consecutive games, was the emergency call-up starter for 
the Canes. He performed admirably, stopping 19 shots to 
help lead Carolina to a 1-0 win against the Philadelphia 
Flyers. It was his fourth NHL shutout. 
 
“He made a couple of really great saves, and that was the 
difference in the game,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “Their goalie played really well, and he had to match it.” 
 
According to Stathead, Kochetkov is the 25th goaltender in 
NHL history to register four or more shutouts through his first 
23 career games, and just the ninth to accomplish the feat 
since 2000-01. 
 
“He’s a confident kid, that’s really been his M.O. from Day 1,” 
Brind’Amour said. 
 
The Flyers were also without a key player or two Thursday, 
most notably former Hurricane Tony DeAngelo, who was 
suspended for two games this week after spearing Tampa 

Bay veteran Corey Perry below the belt during a scrum in 
front of the net. 
 
It’s hard to say if DeAngelo’s absence impacted the game 
much. The Canes, starting Kochetkov and without regular 
third-pairing defender Jalen Chatfield, still put up 29 shots 
against the Flyers while allowing just 19 in the win, playing 
their typical lockdown defensive game against a Philadelphia 
team struggling to find its way late in the season. 
 
It didn’t take long for the Canes to find the scoreboard 
Thursday. Andrei Svechnikov, who seems to have regained 
his scoring touch of late, fired the puck into the cage just 
2:09 into the game. Martin Necas and the equally hot Brent 
Burns earned assists on Svechnikov’s goal. 
 
Despite a lopsided shot total for the rest of the period and 
through the second, though, the Canes couldn’t find another 
goal. 
 
“We had a lot of opportunities, they just blocked a lot of 
shots,” Brind’Amour said. “We were in good position, we 
didn’t really have to push it too much. I think we tried to a 
little bit at times earlier in the game, but that wasn’t really 
what we needed to do.” 
 
Felix Sandstrom stopped the rest of the pucks he saw to 
keep Philadelphia in the game to the very end.

. 
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Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s growth gives the Hurricanes a blueprint for Jesse Puljujarvi 

By Cory Lavalette 

There wasn’t a boisterous celebration by Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
after he snapped his shootout attempt past Canadiens goalie 
Jake Allen to give the visiting Hurricanes a win Tuesday 
against the young Finn’s former team. 

His teammates’ reaction to the game-winner, however, 
indicated how big a moment it was for Kotkaniemi, who had 
been booed throughout the night by the Bell Centre fans who 
used to see him as the answer to Montreal’s seemingly 
endless search for a franchise center. 

“It was kind of fun, to be honest with you. … I was just happy 
for him to be able to do that,” said Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour, who had exited the Carolina bench after the 
goal with an uncharacteristic smirk. 

Brind’Amour had called on Kotkaniemi as his sixth shooter 
after goalie Frederik Andersen stopped four straight 
Canadiens despite allowing the first two to score. 

“I was pretty nervous getting there,” Kotkaniemi said after 
Thursday’s morning skate. “I didn’t really realize I’m going to 
shoot. I knew the goalie a little bit, so I had a little idea what 
am I going to do but I ended up well.” 

Kotkaniemi’s ever-present smile was even a little wider 
talking about the sequence in which he closed in on Allen, 
faked a shot with a loud slap of his stick on the ice and 
picked the top left corner. 

“It felt awesome,” said Kotkaniemi, who added a shootout 
winner to the two goals and an assist he had in three 
previous games, all wins, against his former team. “I’m 
especially thankful Roddy gave me a chance to finish that 
up. It felt great after all the booing and stuff. It’s just a special 
place to go back for me.” 

Those who have been in the locker room when Montreal 
comes to town know the visiting media still give Kotkaniemi 
plenty of attention. He was the No. 3 overall pick by the 
Canadiens in the 2018 draft, one pick after Carolina’s Andrei 
Svechnikov, but left the team when the Hurricanes’ offer 
sheet in the summer of 2021 went unmatched by then-Habs 
GM Marc Bergevin. 

“It was kind of weird at first when I came here,” Kotkaniemi 
said. “In Montreal, you’re always nervous to go in the room 
after practice. If you had a bad pass or bad shot, you for sure 
heard about it.” 

Kotkaniemi’s easy-going nature perhaps masked some of 
those nerves, enough so that Brind’Amour said he didn’t 
think the 22-year-old was rattled by the attention he attracts 
from the French-Canadian press. 

“He’s the kind of kid that it doesn’t look like anything fazes 
him,” the coach said. “He’s always smiling regardless if 
things are going well or not well, and he’s managed to, I 
think, really kind of keep his cool throughout all the ups and 
downs that he’s had. But I’m sure deep down I think it’s a 
little easier to play here.” 

One can see the easy-going Kotkaniemi getting more and 
more comfortable as he plays his second season in Raleigh, 
and it has shown on the scoresheet. He has 14 points — 
including a career-high five against Tampa Bay on Sunday 
— in his last 15 games centering Carolina’s second line. 

It’s a blueprint the Hurricanes hope will also help their 
newest forward, Jesse Puljujarvi. 

Like Kotkaniemi, Puljujarvi was taken at the top of the draft 
by a team in a Canadian market, going No. 4 overall to the 
Oilers in the 2016 draft. And Puljujarvi, like his countryman 
and new teammate, often had the searing heat of the 
spotlight on him in Edmonton — especially considering 
Matthew Tkachuk was selected two picks later by rival 
Calgary. 

That pressure can make a hard adjustment for a European 
player coming to North America for the first time even more 
difficult. 

“Yeah, no doubt, especially for young guys,” Brind’Amour 
said of the media pressure in Canadian markets. “(For) 
veteran guys who’ve been around, it doesn’t matter. But the 
young guys, it’s tough to come into that. And when (that 
spotlight’s) not there, it’s nice to just be able to, sometimes, 
you can play three or four games and you don’t play so well, 
no one says anything or you don’t have the heat on. 

“Where up there, you make one mistake and everyone talks 
about it. So there’s definitely, I think, a little more ‘take a 
breath’ here than in those other markets, for sure.” 

Kotkaniemi added: “It’s just a great atmosphere (in Raleigh), 
really calm.” 

Furthermore, Puljujarvi joins a Hurricanes locker room 
loaded with Finns, including Kotkaniemi, Teuvo Teravainen, 
Antti Raanta and his longtime friend and former world juniors 
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teammate, Sebastian Aho — an added “comfort factor,” 
according to Brind’Amour. 

“For sure that helps,” said Puljujarvi, who had 51 goals and 
112 points in 317 games over six seasons up and down the 
Oilers’ lineup. “I knew those guys before, so it’s a little bit 
easier to come to a new team that way.” 

After sorting out his visa status last week and meeting the 
team in Montreal for Tuesday’s game, Puljujarvi had his first 
on-ice time with the team Thursday during the morning skate 
ahead of Carolina’s home game against the Flyers. 

“It felt good,” he said. “It was fun. A good group of guys and 
having fun there — good skate.” 

He did not play against the Flyers as the Hurricanes continue 
to help him adjust to a new team for the first time in his NHL 
career. 

“We’ve got to get him at some point,” Brind’Amour said. “I 
want to give him as much time as possible to learn what 
we’re doing before we just throw him out there, because 
there’s a lot to take in. The more we bring in new guys, the 
more I realize that there’s a lot that we’re throwing at guys. 
But at the same time, we’ve got to get him going.” 

And the Hurricanes are fortunate to have all those Finns, 
specifically Aho, to help him along. 

“I think it’s gonna take a little time to get adjusted to a new 
system and new linemates, everything,” said Aho, who is 
letting Puljujarvi stay with him until he finds his own place 
and gets settled in Raleigh. “But last night he was asking a 
bunch of questions about just the little details in our game, 
and I feel like he’s already pretty dialed in because he had a 
couple of long meetings with the coaches.” 

Kotkaniemi said having teammates who speak one’s native 
language also helps. 

“You can (speak) to a certain level in English, but Finnish 
helps a lot when you’ve got guys around like Turbo 
(Teravainen) and Fishy (Aho), guys who have been here for 
a while, know the system and everything. So that’s gonna for 
sure help Jesse.” 

And that Puljujarvi and Aho have known each other a long 
time — even before the 2016 world juniors, when their line 
with Patrik Laine dominated the tournament and led Finland 
to gold — adds another cushion for a soft landing in 
Carolina. 

“It for sure helps him,” Aho said. “It’s just there’s probably so 
many questions in your head, and you have your buddy who 
you can ask even maybe like a stupid question. He feels like 
he can just get the answers and get comfortable as soon as 
possible. That’s the key and, yeah, I do think it’s gonna help 
a lot.” 

Puljujarvi, for his part, was quick to deflect any insinuation 
that the pressures in Edmonton contributed to him not living 
up to his potential with the Oilers. 

“It’s a hard league,” he said. “Day after day, you have to be 
really good, and I have good days and sometimes not that 
good. It was a really good six years growing up every day.” 

But his wide smile — one that is reminiscent of Kotkaniemi’s 
frequent grin — showed how excited he is to join the 
Hurricanes. 

“I guess like a fresh start, a new start,” he said. 

 

NHL Power Rankings: Checking in on each team’s new guys, as the same crew sits at No. 1 

By Sean Gentille and Dom Luszczyszyn 
 
Fresh faces in new places were everywhere over the last few 
weeks in what was the busiest NHL trade season ever. 
There are a lot of new players in new locales — a lot of first 
impressions. 
 
Some players have looked fantastic, and some less so. 
Some have fit like a glove, and others have fit like … a 
mitten? Do mittens fit badly? Either way, it’s early and a lot of 
players are still adjusting to their new surroundings. But that 
doesn’t mean we can’t do a quick scan of how each club’s 
newcomers have looked so far. 
 
It’s hockey. Things will change. They always do. What 
matters is how they look in the playoffs, anyway. First 
impressions aren’t and shouldn’t be everything, but for now 

it’s all we have. Here’s how the new guys have fared so far 
for their new teams. 
 
1. Boston Bruins 
 
Last Week: 1 
Record: 49-9-5 
Sean rank: 1 
Dom rank: 1 
Deadline additions: Dmitry Orlov, Tyler Bertuzzi and Garnet 
Hathaway 
 
Dmitry Orlov is already being dubbed Dmitry Orr-lov and has 
usurped PP1 duties — so yeah, things are going pretty well. 
In six games with the Bruins, he already has three goals and 
nine points while outscoring opponents 7-3. Not bad. 
 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 10, 2023 

 

It’s rare for a player to immediately click like that and it may 
take a bit more time for Bertuzzi and Hathaway. Bertuzzi has 
a lone assist in two games while Hathaway’s puck-
possession dominance hasn’t translated just yet. 
 
2. Carolina Hurricanes 
 
Last Week: 2 
Record: 43-12-8 
Sean rank: 2 
Dom rank: 2 
Deadline additions: Jesse Puljujarvi and Shayne 
Gostisbehere 
 
We’ve yet to see Puljujarvi in a Hurricanes jersey; he took 
the morning skate ahead of Thursday’s 1-0 win over 
Philadelphia but was a healthy scratch. That’s about what 
you’d expect from a spare forward. We’ve been over this. 
 
Gostisbehere, in a more impactful way, has been as 
advertised. He’s got two goals and two assists in four games 
all on the power play. His five-on-five play is a work in 
progress, but that’s less a consideration for him than most 
other players. 
 
3. New Jersey Devils 
 
Last Week: 4 
Record: 42-16-6 
Sean rank: 3 
Dom rank: 3 
Deadline additions: Timo Meier and Curtis Lazar 
 
It didn’t take long for it to be Timo Time in New Jersey. He 
scored 9:09 into his first game as a Devil. Though he didn’t 
earn a point in his next two games he’s been as advertised 
at five-on-five (66 percent xG) and scored the shootout 
winner Thursday night. 
 
4. Toronto Maple Leafs 
 
Last Week: 3 
Record: 39-17-8 
Sean rank: 4 
Dom rank: 4 
Deadline additions: Ryan O’Reilly, Noel Acciari, Sam 
Lafferty, Jake McCabe, Erik Gustafsson and Luke Schenn 
 
O’Reilly, in terms of average Game Score, is nestled right 
where he should be — fifth (1.06) among Toronto’s forwards, 
behind Auston Matthews, William Nylander, Mitch Marner 
and John Tavares. He isn’t as good as those guys, and he 
shouldn’t have to be. A step down is still acceptable. 
 
Schenn, for all the agita stemming from his inclusion in the 
lineup, was on for 2.02 expected goals for and 0.94 expected 
goals against in his first two games. McCabe is a better bet 
in the short and long term, even though he hasn’t yet shown 
a ton. 
 
5. Dallas Stars 
 
Last Week: 10 

Record: 35-17-13 
Sean rank: 5 
Dom rank: 5 
Deadline additions: Evgenii Dadonov and Max Domi 
 
It’s still early for Domi, but a goal and assist in three games 
is solid so far. It’s Dadonov who’s stealing the spotlight right 
now for the Stars. He has two goals and three assists in six 
games with his play-driving numbers being even more 
impressive. The Stars have outscored opponents 8-3 with 
Dadonov on the ice so far while netting 66 percent of the 
expected goals. He looks like his vintage self which would be 
a big boost to Dallas’ depth. 
 
6. Vegas Golden Knights 
 
Last Week: 9 
Record: 39-20-6 
Sean rank: 8 
Dom rank: 6 
Deadline additions: Ivan Barbashev, Teddy Blueger and 
Jonathan Quick 
 
Blueger, acquired for his defensive prowess, had some 
hellish numbers in that area in his first games; a team-worst 
5.03 expected goals against/60. Barbashev, on the other 
hand? He’s a best-case scenario through six games, putting 
up two goals, three assists and positive overall numbers at 
five-on-five. 
 
In his first start with the Golden Knights, Quick stopped 25-
of-28 shots in a win over the Canadiens, with a nearly break-
even GSAx. Not bad work from a desperation backup goalie 
addition. 
 
7. Colorado Avalanche 
 
Last Week: 7 
Record: 35-22-6 
Sean rank: 7 
Dom rank: 7 
Deadline additions: Lars Eller, Matt Nieto and Jack Johnson 
 
“His underlying numbers were terrible the first time we got 
him,” is what Jared Bednar said when asked about the return 
of Jack Johnson. Clearly, the Avalanche feel they can get the 
most out of him with better support and so far that’s exactly 
what they’ve received as he’s been breakeven with chances. 
 
Eller on the other hand has continued his employment at the 
doughnut factory with zero goals and zero assists in five 
games as an Avalanche. That extends his pointless streak to 
14 games and 26 of his last 27 games. Points aren’t 
everything, but yeesh. 
 
8. Edmonton Oilers 
 
Last Week: 8 
Record: 36-22-8 
Sean rank: 8 
Dom rank: 6 
Deadline additions: Mattias Ekholm and Nick Bjugstad 
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Ekholm seems to have stepped in the lineup and 
immediately become Edmonton’s most effective player not 
named Connor McDavid. He was added to shore things up 
defensively; the Oilers are up 6.3-to-3.5 in expected goals 
while he’s on the ice. That’d be good for any team. For 
Edmonton, it’s legitimately eye-opening. The entire defensive 
group makes a lot more sense with him around. 
 
Bjugstad, meanwhile, is showing signs of being one of the 
Oilers’ best depth forwards. He’s already thrown in a goal, 
too. 
 
9. New York Rangers 
 
Last Week: 6 
Record: 36-19-9 
Sean rank: 9 
Dom rank: 9 
Deadline additions: Patrick Kane, Vladimir Tarasenko and 
Niko Mikkola 
 
Our very own Arpon Basu was on the scene for the latest 
review of 2023 Patrick Kane. 
 
Not great! 
 
Kane did earn his first two points as a Ranger on Thursday 
night, but his lackluster defensive numbers have carried over 
to New York in his first three games. 
 
Tarasenko has been around for much longer than Kane and 
though he hasn’t been a five-on-five savant either, he does 
have nine points in 13 games. This one was especially 
pretty. 
 
10. Los Angeles Kings 
 
Last Week: 13 
Record: 38-20-8 
Sean rank: 10 
Dom rank: 11 
Deadline additions: Vladislav Gavrikov and Joonas Korpisalo 
 
Western Conference, look out: Korpisalo put up 24 saves on 
26 shots against the Blues and, on Thursday night, 27 of 28 
against the Avs. His NHL career had been rough overall, but 
he’d been good this season with the Blue Jackets after major 
hip surgery. Goalies are weird. Who knows? The Kings 
certainly would get dangerous in a hurry with reliably good 
work from him. 
 
All Gavrikov has done in four games with the Kings is post 
an average Game Score of 2.80. That’s better than Matthias 
Ekholm. It’s better than Jakob Chychrun. It’s better than 
Connor McDavid. It’s better than every player in the league. 
If he settles in at, like, a third of that, the Kings will still be in 
great shape. 
 
11. Tampa Bay Lightning 
 
Last Week: 5 
Record: 38-21-6 
Sean rank: 11 

Dom rank: 10 
Deadline additions: Tanner Jeannot and Michael Eyssimont 
 
The deadline’s most expensive piece has chipped in three 
primary assists. Jeannot did this a few days ago, as well. 
 
The Lightning have looked like a wreck of late, losing six of 
their last seven but it’s not his fault. The switch is already 
flipped for him, if nothing else. 
 
12. Minnesota Wild 
 
Last Week: 12 
Record: 37-21-7 
Sean rank: 12 
Dom rank: 12 
Deadline additions: Marcus Johansson, Gustav Nyquist and 
John Klingberg 
 
John Klingberg in Anaheim: outscored 56-33. 
 
John Klingberg in Minnesota: up 3-0 in three games. 
 
Playing with stronger players in a better system in a lesser 
role certainly helps, but he’s fit in nicely so far even if he 
doesn’t have any points yet. 
 
Johansson has just a single assist in four games, but a 62 
percent expected goals rate speaks to the little things he’s 
doing well for the Wild so far. A nice utility add. 
 
13. Seattle Kraken 
 
Last Week: 14 
Record: 37-22-6 
Sean rank: 13 
Dom rank: 13 
Deadline additions: Jaycob Megna 
 
A quiet deadline for the Kraken which is what happens when 
the team is already loaded with depth and short on star 
power. Usually not much available in the latter department. 
 
Seattle’s lone addition during trade season was Megna, who 
has played two games, been on the ice for two goals against, 
and was out-chanced by a two-to-one margin. There’s no 
Erik Karlsson around to prop his numbers up anymore. 
 
14. New York Islanders 
 
Last Week: 16 
Record: 34-25-8 
Sean rank: 14 
Dom rank: 14 
Deadline additions: Bo Horvat and Pierre Engvall 
 
With nine points in 15 games (5G, 4A), Horvat’s production 
has normalized a bit. The Islanders’ results with him in the 
mix, though, are better than any of the Eastern Conference’s 
second tier, thanks to the ongoing excellence of Ilya Sorokin. 
They’re 9-3-3 since the Horvat trade and 6-1-1 without 
Mathew Barzal. Engvall was and remains a bottom-six 
forward. 
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15. Pittsburgh Penguins 
 
Last Week: 15 
Record: 32-22-10 
Sean rank: 15 
Dom rank: 15 
Deadline additions: Mikael Granlund, Nick Bonino and Dmitry 
Kulikov 
 
The Penguins were up 3-1 going into the third against the 
Islanders on Thursday before Mikael Granlund showed his 
defensive might against Hudson Fasching. 
 
Not ideal, especially when Granlund has zero points in his 
first three games while getting outchanced. The same goes 
for Nick Bonino. At least Dmitry Kulikov isn’t getting caved in 
on the third pair. 
16. Winnipeg Jets 
 
Last Week: 11 
Record: 36-26-3 
Sean rank: 16 
Dom rank: 16 
Deadline additions: Nino Niederreiter and Vladislav 
Namestnikov 
 
Niederreiter is doing his part, putting up two goals and two 
assists in his first five games and the best average Game 
Score on the team (1.02), but the Jets are wobbling big time, 
going 2-7-2 in their last 11 games. They’re now just four 
points up on the Flames for the second wild card. 
 
17. Florida Panthers 
 
Last Week: 19 
Record: 32-27-6 
Sean rank: 17 
Dom rank: 17 
Deadline additions: None 
 
No cap space or assets to make a change for a team outside 
a playoff spot? Seems bad. 
 
18. Calgary Flames 
 
Last Week: 20 
Record: 29-23-13 
Sean rank: 18 
Dom rank: 18 
Deadline additions: Nick Ritchie and Troy Stecher 
 
The Flames were wise to minimize their work at the deadline. 
It’s too early to pull the plug on that group, disastrous as the 
early results have looked. It also would’ve been silly to dump 
any future assets. A flip of Ritchies (Nick has chipped in with 
a goal) and a depth D-man addition sounded about right. 
Overall, they’re going to have a shot at sneaking past 
Winnipeg for the second wild-card spot. It’s not likely, but it’s 
possible. 
 
19. Ottawa Senators 
 

Last Week: 17 
Record: 33-27-4 
Sean rank: 19 
Dom rank: 20 
 
Deadline additions: Jakob Chychrun and Patrick Brown 
 
It is still stunning that after all the hoopla it only took one first-
round pick and two second-round picks to land a young and 
cost-controlled number one defenseman. Jakob Chychrun is 
one of the league’s best defenders making $4.6 million for 
two more seasons after this one — it should’ve taken a 
king’s ransom to land him. 
 
And so far he’s lived up to the hype. He’s played four games 
for the Senators and has continued his elite production and 
five-on-five impacts. Chychrun has two goals and four points 
in those games to go along with a 54 percent expected goals 
rate. His average Game Score of 1.15 is among the team 
leaders. 
 
20. Nashville Predators 
 
Last Week: 22 
Record: 31-24-7 
Sean rank: 20 
Dom rank: 19 
Deadline additions: Tyson Barrie, Cal Foote and Rasmus 
Asplund 
 
Foote is the player here with some long-term potential for the 
(finally) rebuilding Preds. He hasn’t done much, and a 3.59 
expected goals against/60 in three games is rough, but he’s 
still only 24. More losses would benefit the Preds, at the 
moment. 
 
21. Buffalo Sabres 
 
Last Week: 18 
Record: 32-28-4 
Sean rank: 21 
Dom rank: 21 
Deadline additions: Jordan Greenway and Riley Stillman 
 
The good news is that Greenway is producing better than he 
did as a member of the Wild, with a goal and an assist in 
three games. 
 
The bad news is that his supposed defensive prowess has 
been nowhere to be found as the expected goal battle is 3.1-
to-0.8 in favor of opposing teams with him on the ice. And 
he’s somehow already been outscored 6-3. Pretty much all 
of that happened Thursday night too. 
 
22. Detroit Red Wings 
 
Last Week: 21 
Record: 29-26-9 
Sean rank: 22 
Dom rank: 22 
Deadline additions: None 
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Does that mean the Wings weren’t busy? Certainly not. It’s 
worth reinforcing just how solid and smart Steve Yzerman’s 
trade deadline turned out to be. If he still wants James van 
Riemsdyk in the summer, he can go out and get him. 
 
23. Washington Capitals 
 
Last Week: 23 
Record: 31-28-7 
Sean rank: 23 
Dom rank: 23 
Deadline additions: Rasmus Sandin and Craig Smith 
 
The Leafs dealt Sandin because he wasn’t in their playoff 
plans as a member of the top six — and they likely didn’t 
believe he was a true top-four defenseman long-term. 
 
Washington begs to differ so far playing him 21:40 in his first 
game, 25:06 in his next game and 29:58 on Thursday. In 
those three games, Sandin has five points, is up 5-1 in goals, 
and has a 50 percent expected goals rate despite facing 
tougher opponents on a team that is otherwise getting caved 
in. His average Game Score of 1.66 leads Washington since 
his arrival. Maybe he was Actually Good. 
 
Smith has been around the Capitals for twice as many 
games and while he hasn’t blessed the scoresheet much 
(two goals in six games), his ability to drive play at five-on-
five has returned. Good for him. 
 
24. Vancouver Canucks 
 
Last Week: 27 
Record: 27-32-5 
Sean rank: 24 
Dom rank: 24 
Deadline additions: Filip Hronek, Vitali Kravtsov, Anthony 
Beauvillier and Aatu Raty 
 
Hronek hasn’t yet played a game for Vancouver. He’ll make 
them better, in a vacuum. Beauvillier has been outstanding 
(6G, 7A in 15 games), consistently posting the best results of 
any non-Elias Pettersson Canucks forward. The fear in 
Vancouver should be that this stretch leads to a five-year, 
$30 million contract, but we shall see. Kravtsov has done 
very little, good or bad. 
 
25. St. Louis Blues 
 
Last Week: 24 
Record: 28-31-5 
Sean rank: 25 
Dom rank: 25 
Deadline additions: Jakub Vrana and Kasperi Kapanen 
 
Things we love to see: Jakub Vrana’s reaction to scoring 
goals again. 
 
Kapanen has two goals of his own plus an assist in five 
games with the Blues so far. We like to call that The False 
Promise portion of the Kasperi Kapanen experience. It’s 
where he shows up with his speed and flash, puts some 
points on the boards, and leaves fans thinking “I can’t believe 

we stole this guy.” Trust us, it doesn’t last. He was on 
waivers for a reason. 
 
26. Montreal Canadiens 
 
Last Week: 25 
Record: 26-33-6 
Sean rank: 26 
Dom rank: 26 
Deadline addition: Denis Gurianov 
 
He was worth a flier, especially in return for a pending UFA, 
and he’s showing off the tools — Gurianov, as ever, is a 
great skater with a huge shot. We’ll see if that turns into 
production ahead of decision time for the Canadiens 
because it hasn’t just yet (1G, 1A). 
 
27. Philadelphia Flyers 
 
Last Week: 26 
Record: 24-30-11 
Sean rank: 27 
Dom rank: 27 
Deadline addition: Brendan Lemieux  
 
So far, Lemieux has one goal in two games and has 
restarted exactly zero podcasts with his old Rangers bestie. 
That’s a huge win. 
 
28. Arizona Coyotes 
 
Last Week: 29 
Record: 23-30-10 
Sean rank: 28 
Dom rank: 28 
Deadline addition: Brett Ritchie 
 
Ritchie scored in his first (and thus far only) game with the 
Coyotes. Don’t let that happen again! 
 
29. Anaheim Ducks 
 
Last Week: 30 
Record: 21-35-9 
Sean rank: 29 
Dom rank: 29 
Deadline addition: Scott Harrington  
 
Harrington’s numbers as a Duck so far aren’t “league-worst 
defenseman” caliber. See, John Klingberg? It is possible. 
 
30. Chicago Blackhawks 
 
Last Week: 31 
Record: 22-37-5 
Sean rank: 30 
Dom rank: 30 
Deadline additions: Nikita Zaitsev and Anders Bjork 
 
Zaitsev’s job, at the moment, is to be bad. He’s succeeding 
(2.77 expected goals against vs. 0.51 expected goals for 
while on the ice, a Blackhawks-worst -1.86 average Game 
Score in three games). Bjork might take over for Max Domi 
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as Chicago’s designated Guy Who Puts Up Points on a 
Terrible Team. He’s got three primary assists thus far. 
 
31. San Jose Sharks 
 
Last Week: 28 
Record:19-35-12 
Sean rank: 31 
Dom rank: 31 
Deadline addition: Fabian Zetterlund  
 
Fabian Zetterlund had some nice numbers early on in the 
season in the Devils’ top six. But through six games as a 
Shark, it’s looking like he might have been propped up by the 
guys he was playing with. He has zero points so far, has 
been outscored 4-0 and is rocking a 39 percent expected 
goals rate. His average Game Score of minus-0.63 is third 

worst on the Sharks since joining. Not ideal for one of the big 
chips in the Timo Meier trade. 
 
32. Columbus Blue Jackets 
 
Last Week: 32 
Record: 20-37-7 
Sean rank: 32 
Dom rank: 32 
Deadline addition: Jonathan Quick and Michael Hutchinson 
 
Going from Korpisalo to Quick to Hutchinson in a matter of 
days was a feat of tanking genius. Hutchinson’s work on the 
season had consisted of seven AHL games. Now, he’s lost 
two straight for the Blue Jackets and allowed six goals on 56 
shots. 
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Kochetkov posts another shutout, Hurricanes beat Flyers 1-0 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — The Hurricanes didn’t have their “A” game 
Thursday against the visiting Flyers. 

But they did have Pyotr Kochetkov. 

Carolina’s rookie goalie, recalled Wednesday after Antti 
Raanta was injured in the Hurricanes’ previous game, made 
19 saves to earn his fourth shutout in just his 20th 
appearance this season in a 1-0 win over Philadelphia in 
front of 18,680 at PNC Arena. 

“You can see, he’s just so calm and very confident in 
himself,” teammate Andrei Svechnikov said of Kochetkov. “I 
guess he just knew what he was gonna do.” 

The Hurricanes needed just over two minutes to give 
Kochetkov a lead, scoring the only goal of the night. 

After Philadelphia’s Kevin Hayes was called for tripping 
Carolina defenseman Brett Pesce, the Hurricanes’ power 
play went to work. After taking about 40 seconds to establish 
possession in the Flyers’ zone, the Hurricanes quickly carved 
up the Philadelphia penalty kill. 

Martin Necas, set up at the sideboards, passed to 
Svechnikov in the slot, and he quickly flicked a shot past 
Flyers goalie Felix Sandstorm (28 saves) to give Carolina the 
game’s only goal at 2:09 of the first period. 

“That happens sometimes,” Svechnikov said of the team 
scoring just once. “You score right away and then you don’t 
score for a full game. But, yeah, you expect to see more 
goals, but it didn’t happen today.” 

The Hurricanes had three more power plays on the night but 
couldn’t again solve Sandstorm, who fell to 1-13-2 in his 
career despite being the Flyers’ best player all night. 

“We were getting some pretty good looks, just they weren’t 
going,” Brind’Amour said of the power play. “All in all it wasn’t 
bad, and it was the difference in the game.” 

Kochetkov, meanwhile, wasn’t as tested. But when he was, 
the 23-year-old was ready. 

His biggest stop came with about 12 minutes left in the 
second period and Carolina up 1-0. Philadelphia’s Joel 
Farabee had a breakaway after Hurricanes defenseman 
Brady Skjei fell in transition. But Kochetkov easily brushed 
away the Flyers forward’s attempt to go five-hole, 
maintaining the one-goal lead. 

“Their goalie played really well, and he had to match it,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Obviously, that breakaway in the second 
was probably the biggest one.” 

With the net secure, the Hurricanes’ only other concern was 
injuries — and they dodged a big one. 

Svechnikov was taken to the locker room in the second 
period after being cut by Hayes’ skate on the inside of his left 
thigh. 

“I’ve just got a little cut,” said Svechnikov, who returned for 
the next shift, “but it’s all good, thank god. … I thought it 
would be a bigger cut, but I just tried to hold it because it hurt 
for one minute, but after that it was fine.” 

A late penalty to Carolina’s Jesper Fast gave the Flyers their 
first power play of the night and created some drama, but the 
Hurricanes’ penalty kill extended its streak to nine games 
without allowing a goal and has killed off 25 straight 
penalties. 

“We’re all up for the task whenever the task approaches,” 
defenseman Brett Pesce said of the late-game kill. 

At 18-3-1 in their last 22 games, the Hurricanes appear to be 
up to just about any task. 

Notes: Hurricanes defenseman Jalen Chatfield did not play 
after being injured during Tuesday’s game in Montreal. … 
Jesse Puljujarvi was a healthy scratch for Carolina after 
participating in Thursday morning’s skate, his first on-ice 
session with the team since being acquired by the 
Hurricanes from Edmonton on Feb. 28. … Carolina 
defenseman Brent Burns turned 38 years old on Thursday. 
… Former Hurricanes defenseman Tony DeAngelo did not 
play for the Flyers after being suspended two games for 
spearing Tampa Bay forward Corey Perry on Tuesday. … 
Tyson Foerster, Philadelphia’s first-round pick in 2020, made 
his NHL debut. 
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Recap: Kochetkov Shuts Out Philadelphia In First Game Back with Canes 

Rookie netminder now is tied for second in the NHL with four 
perfect games this season 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Just one day after being recalled from the 
Chicago Wolves of the American Hockey League, Pyotr 
Kochetkov held the Philadelphia Flyers scoreless on 
Thursday, earning the Carolina Hurricanes a 1-0 victory. 

The Story 
 
After a slow start Tuesday night in Montreal almost plagued 
their efforts, the Canes came out of the gate on the gas 
pedal for tonight's affair. 
 
In fact, Carolina claimed a 1-0 advantage on their very first 
shot of the evening, coming just 2:09 in. On the power play 
after a penalty to Kevin Hayes, a surgical setup allowed 
Andrei Svechnikov to find twine with little opposition. 
 
Given that it was Carolina's 17th goal in just over 182 
minutes of play, it felt like the Canes' offense would be off to 
the races once more. 
 
Instead, goaltenders Pyotr Kochetkov and Felix Sandstrom 
took over from there. 
 
Philadelphia sent the hosting club to the power play twice 
more in the opening frame, but the rookie Sandstrom was 
equal to each task sent his way. At the other end of the ice, 
Kochetkov only had to major test in the first, but the two 
moved the contest to the second 1-0. 
 
The middle frame, which was played entirely at five-on-five, 
was when it became evident that the night was turning into a 
goaltender duel. 
 
Each had several timely stops, first with Kochetkov having to 
turn away a Joel Farabee breakaway. 
 
And as Sandstrom showed off his impressive post-to-post 
work, he also got a little help from the defense in front of him. 
 
After the scoreless stretch of 20 minutes, the third period 
would go on to just be more of the same. 
 
Both teams had one opportunity on the man advantage, but 
in the end, Kochetkov and Sandstrom went save-for-save 
once more. 
 

Before Philadelphia could find the back of the net, the clock 
ran out and Pyotr Kochetkov closed the book on his fourth 
shutout in his last 18 games. 
 
They Said It 
 
Rod Brind'Amour offering his thoughts on Kochetkov's 
performance... 
 
"He made a couple really great saves. That's the difference 
in the game. Their goalie played really well and (Kochetkov) 
had to match it. The breakaway in the second was probably 
the biggest one. They had another one there in the third. 
When he needed to be solid, he was. I thought he did a good 
job puck-handling a couple of times too, just getting it out for 
us. It was a really, really good game for him." 
 
Andrei Svechnikov on his fellow countryman, and expressing 
his general thoughts on having him back in Raleigh... 
 
"You can just see he's so calm and very confident in himself. 
I guess he just knew [posting a shutout] was what he was 
going to do. It's awesome... I was very pumped when we 
called him up yesterday. I'm just excited for him. When they 
called his name at the beginning of the game, it was 
awesome. I think the fans love him and that's important." 
 
Brett Pesce giving his thoughts on the contest as a whole... 
 
"I thought we had a solid effort tonight. They blocked a lot of 
shots, credit to them. We had a lot of chances, we just didn't 
find the back of the net. But we did find a way to win, and 
that's what matters." 
  
Bonus Notes 
 
- The Canes advance to 43-12-8 with their fourth victory in a 
row. 
- Pyotr Kochetkov now ranks tied for second in the NHL with 
four shutouts. He has only played 20 games this season. 
- According to Stathead, Kochetkov is the 25th goaltender in 
NHL history to register four or more shutouts through his first 
23 career games, and just the ninth to accomplish the feat 
since 2000-01. 
- Former Hurricane Tony DeAngelo did not play for 
Philadelphia after he was suspended two games on 
Wednesday. 
 
What's Next? 
 
The Canes are scheduled to practice Friday and then host 
the Vegas Golden Knights Saturday at PNC Arena.  
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Hurricanes shut out Flyers for 4th win in row 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Pyotr Kochetkov made 19 saves for his 
fourth shutout of the season, and the Carolina Hurricanes 
defeated the Philadelphia Flyers 1-0 at PNC Arena on 
Thursday. 

Kochetkov, who was making his first start since Jan. 15, was 
recalled from Chicago of the American Hockey League on an 
emergency basis Wednesday after Antti Raanta sustained a 
groin injury in a 4-3 shootout win against the Montreal 
Canadiens on Tuesday. 
 
"He made a couple real great saves. That was the difference 
in the game," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "He was 
solid when he needed to be. Very, very good game for him." 
 
Andrei Svechnikov scored, and Brent Burns had an assist on 
his 38th birthday for the Hurricanes (43-12-8), who have 
outscored opponents 16-4 during a four-game winning 
streak, including a 6-0 victory against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning on March 5. 
 
Carolina remained four points ahead of the New Jersey 
Devils for first in the Metropolitan Division. New Jersey won 
3-2 in a shootout against the Washington Capitals on 
Thursday. 
 
"I thought we had a solid effort tonight," Hurricanes 
defenseman Brett Pesce said. "They blocked a lot of shots, 
credit to them. We had a lot of chances, we just didn't find 
the back of the net. But we did find a way to win, and that's 
what matters." 
 
Felix Sandstrom made 28 saves for the Flyers (24-30-11), 
who are 1-5-1 in their past seven, including a 7-0 loss to the 
Devils on Feb. 25. 
 
"We're learning how to be patient in the game," Philadelphia 
coach John Tortorella said. "When you don't score, you've 
got to play with some patience and hope you get good 
goaltending. And those two things, I think we got." 
 
Svechnikov made it 1-0 at 2:09 of the first period on a power 
play. After Burns passed the puck to Martin Necas in the left 
face-off circle, Necas made a one-touch pass to Svechnikov 
in the high slot for a one-timer glove side.  
 
Sandstrom then kept it a one-goal game at 11:25 when he 
made a save on a one-timer by Necas from the left circle on 
a power play. 

It was Sandstrom's first start since Feb. 12. 
 
"I missed the release on [the goal] but after that, I just tried to 
see the puck as well as possible," Sandstrom said. "I've 
been waiting for my opportunity again to play, so I'm very 
happy to be out there." 
 
Kochetkov preserved Carolina's lead with a stick save on 
Joel Farabee at 8:01 of the second period. After Owen 
Tippett intercepted a back pass by Necas intended for 
Jordan Martinook in the slot, he passed up to Farabee, who 
tried to go five-hole on the breakaway. 
 
"You can see [Kochetkov's] just so calm and confident in 
himself," Svechnikov said. "I guess he just knew what he 
was going to do. That's awesome." 
 
It was Kochetkov's first win since Dec. 20. He was 0-3-1 in 
his past four starts. 
 
"We love him around here. He's a great kid," Pesce said. "He 
competes his tail off, which we love. I'm just glad he came up 
and found his rhythm." 
 
Forward Tyson Foerster, who was selected by Philadelphia 
in the first round (No. 23) of the 2020 NHL Draft, made his 
NHL debut after he was promoted from Lehigh Valley of the 
American Hockey League on an emergency basis earlier 
Thursday. He had two shots on goal and three blocked 
shots, including blocking a Svechnikov shot attempt at an 
open net from the right circle at 15:28. 
 
"I was just trying to do whatever I can to help the team win," 
Foerster said. "They move the puck around really well, so 
every time they try to throw it to the net, you've got to help 
the goalie out. He played great tonight." 
 
NOTES: The Flyers have scored two goals or fewer in 11 of 
their past 14 games. ... The Hurricanes are 24-for-24 on the 
penalty kill in their past nine games. ... Philadelphia 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo served the first of his two-game 
suspension for spearing Tampa Bay Lightning forward Corey 
Perry on Tuesday. … Burns has 51 points (12 goals, 39 
assists) in 62 games this season, tying DeAngelo (2021-22) 
for the most points in a single season since the franchise 
moved to Carolina from Hartford in 1997. … Sandstrom is 0-
6-1 in his past seven starts. He has not won since Nov. 18. 
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Kochetkov returns for Hurricanes, blanks Flyers 1-0 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Pyotr Kochetkov returned from the 
minor leagues and made 19 saves as the Carolina 
Hurricanes blanked the Philadelphia Flyers 1-0 on Thursday 
night. 

 
Andrei Svechnikov scored an early power-play goal and that 
was enough for the Hurricanes, who’ve won four games in a 
row and nine of their last 11. 
 
Carolina has back-to-back home shutouts and hasn’t allowed 
a goal in three of its last four games at home. 
 
“Their goalie played really well and (Kochetkov) had to match 
it,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
 
Kochetkov was recalled from Chicago of the American 
Hockey League on an emergency basis for his first NHL 
action since Jan. 15 after goalie Antti Raanta suffered an 
injury Tuesday night at Montreal. Kochetkov has four 
shutouts in 20 appearances this season. 
 
Fans chanted “Koooooch” in appreciation of the goalie’s 
latest work. 
 
“That’s pretty impressive, just come here and get a shutout,” 
Svechnikov said. 
 
Kochetkov was rarely tested, seeing only 13 shots in the first 
two periods combined. He was up to the challenge to stop 
Joel Farabee’s second-period breakaway. 
 
Kochetkov, a 24-year-old Russian, is one of three Hurricanes 
goalies with at least one shutout this season. 
 
“Just glad that he came up and found his rhythm,” Carolina 
defenseman Brett Pesce said. 
 
Kochetkov is tied for the franchise single-season record for 
shutouts by a rookie. Almost two months in the minors didn’t 
change his demeanor. 
 
“He’s a confident kid,” Brind’Amour said. “I didn’t see much 
different.” 
 
Philadelphia’s Felix Sandstrom was a hard-luck loser with 27 
saves, though he fell to 1-9-1 this season. 

 
The Flyers have won only one of their last seven games (1-
5-1). Their lone power-play chance came with less than nine 
minutes to play but didn’t convert. 
 
“We have to be patient,” Flyers coach John Tortorella said. 
“We have to be simple. We don’t make enough plays. We 
haven’t made enough plays, and we probably won’t the rest 
of the season.” 
 
Svechnikov scored his 23rd goal of the season 2:09 into the 
game on a power play. Martin Necas delivered a pass to 
Svechnikov, who was waiting in the slot. 
 
The Hurricanes went on three power plays in the first period, 
but managed five shots on those – and six total shots in the 
period. 
 
By the end, the Flyers were credited with 22 blocked shots. 
 
“We had a bunch of chances, just didn’t find the back of the 
net,” Pesce said. “We found a way to win, which is all that 
matters.” 
 
FIRST IMPRESSION 
 
It was the NHL debut for Flyers forward Tyson Foerster, who 
was Philadelphia’s first-round draft pick in 2020. Foerster 
made a goal-saving move by blocking Svechnikov’s rebound 
attempt in the second period. 
 
He was active for most of his nearly 14 minutes on the ice. 
 
“I thought he was one of the better players with the puck,” 
Tortorella said. “Poise with the puck. That was his first game 
against a top team like this, and it’s encouraging.” 
 
NOTES: Flyers D Tony DeAngelo served the first game of a 
two-game suspension handed down by the NHL for his 
spearing incident Tuesday night at Tampa Bay. DeAngelo 
played last season for the Hurricanes. ... Hurricanes D Brent 
Burns had an assist on his 38th birthday. … The Flyers have 
just one power-play goal in their last eight games. 
 
UP NEXT Flyers: At Pittsburgh on Saturday. 
 
Hurricanes: Home vs. Vegas on Saturday.
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NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, toughest remaining stretch for each team 

By Kristen Shilton 
 
The 2022-23 NHL trade deadline has passed. The grades 
have been handed out to GMs of all 32 teams. Now, it's time 
for the rush to the playoffs to begin. 
 
For this week's edition of the NHL Power Rankings, we have 
identified the toughest remaining stretch for each team for 
the duration of the season. These games will have an 
outsized impact on the playoff races -- and the draft lottery. 
 
How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 
 
Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the most 
recent edition, published Feb. 24. Points percentages are 
through Thursday's games. 
 
1. Boston Bruins 
 
Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 81.75% 
Next seven days: vs. DET (March 11), @ DET (March 12), 
@ CHI (March 14), @ WPG (March 16) 
 
Boston makes everything look easy this season. But the 
Bruins do have a short road trip coming up against three 
teams banking on points to keep pace in the playoff race: 
Winnipeg, Minnesota and Buffalo. The latter two are back-to-
back tilts, and Boston could have its hands full fending off 
some desperation-fueled clubs. 
 
2. Carolina Hurricanes 
 
Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 74.60% 
Next seven days: vs. VGK (March 11), @ NJ (March 12), vs. 
WPG (March 14) 
 
Carolina will need all hands on deck at month's end when, in 
a week's span, it takes on the Rangers (twice), Maple Leafs, 
Bruins and Lightning. That's a heavyweight schedule to 
handle for any team -- even one so impressive as the 
Hurricanes. 
 
3. Toronto Maple Leafs 
 
Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 67.19% 
Next seven days: vs. EDM (March 11), vs. BUF (March 13), 
vs. COL (March 15) 
 

Toronto steps right past the trade deadline into a six-day, 
four-game homestand against Edmonton, Buffalo, Colorado 
and Carolina. All of those teams are in playoff position, or 
battling for a spot. Lineups filled with star players. One after 
the other. At least the Leafs have home-ice advantage? 
 
4. New Jersey Devils 
 
Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 70.31% 
Next seven days: @ MTL (March 11), vs. CAR (March 12), 
vs. TB (March 14), vs. TB (March 16) 
 
New Jersey's post-deadline present is a week-and-a-half-
long slate that includes facing Carolina and Tampa Bay 
(twice). Add a stopover against Alex Ovechkin and the 
Capitals plus the upstarts in Montreal and it projects to be a 
real baptism-by-fire for the new-look Devils. 
 
5. Tampa Bay Lightning 
 
Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 63.08% 
Next seven days: vs. CHI (March 11), vs. WPG (March 12), 
@ NJ (March 14), @ NJ (March 16) 
 
Tampa Bay will navigate a weird wrinkle in its schedule when 
it takes on New Jersey three times in six nights (with a 
meeting against Montreal sandwiched in between for good 
measure). The Devils were tough enough before the Timo 
Meier acquisition; they'll be even harder for the Lightning to 
manage with him in the fold. 
 
6. Dallas Stars 
 
Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 63.85% 
Next seven days: @ SEA (March 11), @ SEA (March 13), @ 
VAN (March 14), @ EDM (March 16) 
 
Dallas has a mighty road trip to tackle in March. It starts in 
Buffalo, swings to Seattle for two games against the Kraken, 
then takes the Stars through all three Western Canada clubs 
-- in just 10 days. Dallas had a rough February; rebounding 
in March won't be easy, either. 
 
7. Vegas Golden Knights 
 
Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 64.62% 
Next seven days: @ CAR (March 11), @ STL (March 12), @ 
PHI (March 14), vs. CGY (March 16) 
 
Vegas owns a precarious hold on the Pacific Division's top 
seed. Los Angeles is right behind, which makes the Golden 
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Knights' run at the end of the month with meetings against 
Vancouver, Calgary and Edmonton (twice) as potentially 
impactful a stretch as any they'll see through the remaining 
regular season. 
 
8. Los Angeles Kings 
 
Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 63.64% 
Next seven days: vs. NSH (March 11), vs. NYI (March 14), 
vs. CBJ (March 16) 
 
Los Angeles had better keep something in the tank for the 
home stretch. In a short 10-day period they'll see Edmonton 
twice, plus playoff-bound Seattle, Vegas and Colorado. A 
supreme testing ground for the Kings. 
 
9. Seattle Kraken 
 
Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 61.54% 
Next seven days: vs. DAL (March 11), vs. DAL (March 13), 
@ SJ (March 16) 
 
Seattle's upcoming schedule includes a key slate of 
matchups against Western Conference clubs -- Edmonton, 
Dallas, Nashville (twice) and Minnesota -- from whom the 
Kraken need to take points. Seattle's clinging to third in the 
Pacific now and those nine days of action, if successful, go a 
long way in securing the Kraken's postseason debut. 
 
10. Minnesota Wild 
 
Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 62.31% 
Next seven days: @ SJ (March 11), @ ARI (March 12), @ 
STL (March 15) 
 
Minnesota transitions from March to April with a jam-packed 
slate of Seattle, Colorado, Vegas -- twice -- and Pittsburgh. 
Depending on what postseason fates have already been 
determined by then, it'll give Minnesota plenty with which to 
cope. 
 
11. New York Rangers 
 
Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 63.28% 
Next seven days: @ BUF (March 11), @ PIT (March 12), vs. 
WSH (March 14), vs. PIT (March 16) 
 
New York loaded up before the trade deadline. They'll need 
their talent rolling by mid-month with three (!) meetings 
against Pittsburgh in seven days, plus a tilt with Washington 
thrown in too. Follow that up with a home-and-home against 
Carolina and the Rangers have a heavy workload ahead. 
 
12. Edmonton Oilers 
 
Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 60.61% 
Next seven days: @ TOR (March 11), vs. OTT (March 14), 
vs. DAL (March 16) 

 
Edmonton should already be eyeing what's ahead in late 
March into April: A crucial stretch run with two games apiece 
against Vegas and Los Angeles, the Pacific Division foes 
with whom they've been jockeying in the standings. Those 
games could be quite meaningful in the end. 
 
13. Colorado Avalanche 
 
Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 60.32% 
Next seven days: vs. ARI (March 11), @ MTL (March 13), @ 
TOR (March 15), @ OTT (March 16) 
 
Colorado is in for a potentially hard finish into April when they 
face Los Angeles, Edmonton, Winnipeg and Nashville in four 
of their final regular season games. Depending on how 
March plays out there could be serious playoff-positioning 
points on the line. 
 
14. Winnipeg Jets 
 
Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 57.69% 
Next seven days: @ FLA (March 11), @ TB (March 12), @ 
CAR (March 14), vs. BOS (March 16) 
 
Winnipeg's most daunting post-deadline dates? A back-to-
back in the Sunshine State with Florida and Tampa Bay, 
followed by games against the Eastern Conference 
powerhouses in Carolina and Boston. Add a back-to-back 
with Nashville and St. Louis right after and ... ouch. 
 
15. Pittsburgh Penguins 
 
Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 57.81% 
Next seven days: vs. PHI (March 11), vs. NYR (March 12), 
vs. MTL (March 14), @ NYR (March 16) 
 
Pittsburgh's best chance of making the playoffs is in a wild-
card slot. Taking points from their Metropolitan Division rivals 
is also imperative -- hence why their mid-March movement 
with three games against the New York Rangers and one 
against the Islanders will be so tough. There's a lot riding on 
the Penguins' performances. 
 
16. New York Islanders 
 
Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: 56.72% 
Next seven days: vs. WSH (March 11), @ LA (March 14), @ 
ANA (March 15) 
 
New York runs right into a pack of playoff hopefuls late this 
month with games that might have seismic implications -- the 
Islanders tangle with Buffalo, New Jersey, Washington, 
Tampa Bay (twice) and Carolina in rapid succession. How 
high could the fun meter be there? 
 
17. Ottawa Senators 
 
Previous ranking: 25 
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Points percentage: 54.69% 
Next seven days: @ VAN (March 11), @ CGY (March 12), 
@ EDM (March 14), vs. COL (March 16) 
 
The Sens have propelled themselves back into the playoff 
hunt, but theirs is a difficult schedule until the end. Likely to 
be the most challenging: an early-April slate of Carolina, 
Florida, Tampa Bay, Carolina and Buffalo. Much could go 
wrong. Much could go right. One way or another, that's 
where the Senators' (regular) season ends. 
 
18. Calgary Flames 
 
Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 54.62% 
Next seven days: vs. ANA (March 10), vs. OTT (March 12), 
@ ARI (March 14), @ VGK (March 16) 
 
Calgary's toughest upcoming week is populated by Western 
Conference dynamos. Namely, there's a pair of meetings 
with Vegas, one with Dallas and another with Los Angeles. 
Could be a make-or-break moment in Calgary's quest for a 
wild-card postseason slot. 
 
19. Nashville Predators 
 
Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 55.65% 
Next seven days: @ LA (March 11), @ ANA (March 12), vs. 
DET (March 14), vs. CHI (March 16) 
 
Nashville might not be headed for the playoffs this season, 
but it doesn't make a steady diet of Seattle (twice), Toronto, 
Boston and Pittsburgh in the course of an upcoming week 
any less challenging -- especially if the Kraken and Penguins 
are desperately seeking points. 
 
 
20. Buffalo Sabres 
 
Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 53.13% 
Next seven days: vs. NYR (March 11), @ TOR (March 13), 
@ WSH (March 15) 
 
Buffalo projects to battle for a playoff berth until April. How 
potentially meaningful could a pair of games early that month 
against Florida and Detroit be in seeing that happen? By 
then, the standings could be tighter than ever. Those three 
days playing significant opponents will tell us a lot about 
Buffalo. 
 
21. Florida Panthers 
 
Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 53.85% 
Next seven days: vs. CHI (March 10), vs. WPG (March 11), 
vs. MTL (March 16) 
 
Florida works through four of its Atlantic Division rivals in 
short order late this month into April. If they're still clinging to 
playoff aspirations, it'll be a critical juncture seeing Ottawa, 
Toronto, and Montreal on the road, before heading home to 

face Buffalo. Then again, at that point the Panthers may 
have nothing to lose. 
 
22. Detroit Red Wings 
 
Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 52.34% 
Next seven days: @ BOS (March 11), vs. BOS (March 12), 
@ NSH (March 14) 
 
Detroit has a cruel April schedule ahead. It starts in Toronto, 
ends against Carolina and Tampa Bay (on the road) and has 
Buffalo, Pittsburgh and Dallas in between. That could have 
been quite a playoff primer for the Red Wings, though the 
postseason is looking like more of a distant outcome these 
days. 
 
23. Washington Capitals 
 
Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 52.27% 
Next seven days: @ NYI (March 11), @ NYR (March 14), vs. 
BUF (March 15) 
 
Washington comes out of trade deadline week into a devilish 
schedule that takes them into tilts with the Islanders, 
Rangers and Sabres. Those teams all added someone in the 
last few weeks, while the Capitals subtracted. 
 
24. St. Louis Blues 
 
Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 47.66% 
Next seven days: @ CBJ (March 11), vs. VGK (March 12), 
vs. MIN (March 15) 
 
St. Louis could be singing a sour tune after a week-long 
stretch of tough Western Conference matchups against 
Vegas, Minnesota and Winnipeg. Add a trip to Washington in 
between to up the ante on a hard grind. 
 
25. Vancouver Canucks 
 
Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 46.09% 
Next seven days: vs. OTT (March 11), vs. DAL (March 14), 
@ ARI (March 16) 
 
Vancouver's upcoming homestand features Pacific Division 
foes in Calgary (twice), Los Angeles and Seattle. The 
Canucks will have their work cut out to get the best of those 
rivals and finish the season strong. 
 
26. Philadelphia Flyers 
 
Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 45.38% 
Next seven days: @ PIT (March 11), vs. VGK (March 14) 
 
Philadelphia must grimace at their April schedule opening 
against Buffalo into a four-game road trip through Pittsburgh, 
St. Louis, Dallas and the Islanders. Then waiting at home? 
Boston. That's a taxing nine days. 
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27. Montreal Canadiens 
 
Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 44.62% 
Next seven days: vs. NJ (March 11), vs. COL (March 13), @ 
PIT (March 14), @ FLA (March 16) 
 
Montreal has a daunting seven-game stretch ahead featuring 
a cast of top-end teams. The drive starts with New Jersey, 
ends with Boston, and rotates through Colorado, Tampa Bay 
(twice), Pittsburgh and Florida. Oof. 
 
28. San Jose Sharks 
 
Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 37.88% 
Next seven days: vs. MIN (March 11), vs. CBJ (March 14), 
vs. SEA (March 16) 
 
San Jose is in for a rough ride to the end of their season with 
back-to-back matchups against Colorado, two tilts against 
Edmonton and meetings with Winnipeg and Calgary. The 
schedule maker was not kind to the Sharks on this one. 
 
29. Arizona Coyotes 
 
Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 43.08% 
Next seven days: @ COL (March 11), vs. MIN (March 12), 
vs. CGY (March 14), vs. VAN (March 16) 
 
Arizona will be finishing out the month of March going head-
to-head with Colorado (twice) and Edmonton (twice) and 
then hosting Dallas. That's a little too much familiarity with 
some top-tier teams if you ask us. 
 

30. Anaheim Ducks 
 
Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 39.23% 
Next seven days: @ CGY (March 10), s. NSH (March 12), 
vs. NYI (March 15) 
 
Anaheim glides into late March and early April on their last 
road trip of the season. It's something of a doozy for the 
Ducks, though, who will say hello to Seattle, Edmonton and 
Calgary before hosting the Oilers back home. That's some 
Pacific punch. 
 
31. Columbus Blue Jackets 
 
Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 36.72% 
Next seven days: vs. STL (March 11), @ SJ (March 14), @ 
LA (March 16) 
 
Columbus will spend 10 days grinding through six teams 
(including the Rangers twice!) that are already in or gunning 
towards a playoff spot. Painful. Perhaps the Blue Jackets 
can play spoiler somewhere? 
 
32. Chicago Blackhawks 
 
Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 38.28% 
Next seven days: @ FLA (March 10), @ TB (March 11), vs. 
BOS (March 14), @ NSH (March 16) 
 
Chicago plays seven of its next eight games on the road -- 
with a home tilt against Boston mixed in! -- and suffice it to 
say when more than half those upcoming games are against 
projected playoff-bound teams (including Tampa Bay, 
Colorado and Minnesota) it ain't going to be an easy run. 
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Svechnikov goal, Kochetkov shutout leads Hurricanes past Flyers 

Pyotr Kochetkov logged a 19-save shutout in his first NHL 
game since January 15. 
 
By Brett Finger 
 
A man of many nicknames, Pyotr Kochetkov can only be 
called one thing after returning to the NHL with the Carolina 
Hurricanes and shutting out the Philadelphia Flyers - a 
winner. 
 
Kochetkov stopped all of the 19 shots he was tasked with 
facing on Thursday night, and a raucous PNC Arena crowd 
enjoyed another Hurricanes victory, this time over their lowly 
division-rival Flyers. 
 
It was a quiet night for much of it, with the Hurricanes tallying 
just one goal on fellow rookie goalie Felix Sandstrom. 
Sandstrom entered the game with an abysmal 1-8-1 record 
on the season, paired with an equally poor .880 save 
percentage. 
 
On Thursday, he didn’t look like one of the worst goalies in 
the league. He was dominant, but that dominance didn’t start 
until after the Hurricanes got on the board. 
 
At 2:09 of the opening period, the Canes capitalized on an 
early power play opportunity through a great passing play 
that ended with a shot off the stick of Andrei Svechnikov in 
the slot. 
 
Brent Burns and Martin Necas were the ones to set things up 
for Carolina’s suddenly hot goal-scoring winger. Svechnikov 
is now up to 23 goals on the season and four in his last eight 
games. This run has come at a great time for Svechnikov, 
whose lengthy goal drought was well-documented. 
 
The early goal was one of several great chances that 
Svechnikov had against the Flyers. Thanks to the 57+ 
minutes of terrific goaltending that Sandstrom delivered, 
including a number of phenomenal displays of athleticism 
and recovery, the Flyers were in the game from start to 
finish. 
 
The only problem, though, was that Carolina’s defense gave 
up next to nothing. Philadelphia’s best chance came on a 
Joel Farabee breakaway try that Kochetkov stared down and 
rejected with a great stick. 

 
Kochetkov made a few additional big stops, particularly down 
the stretch with the Flyers looking to secure that elusive tying 
goal. By and large, though, it was the Hurricanes’ stout 
defensive effort that kept the Flyers on the outside of the 
offensive zone. 
 
Though there was never much of a physical tone to the 
game, the Hurricanes did experience an injury scare with 
Svechnikov after he was involved in a neutral zone collision. 
He got a skate to the thigh, which naturally caused a great 
deal of concern. He went straight to the Canes locker room, 
but he returned shortly thereafter and played through the rest 
of the game, logging 18:16 of ice time. 
 
Svechikov addressed the play after the game, saying, “I 
thought it would be a bigger cut, but I just tried to hold it 
because it hurt for one minute, but after that it was fine.” 
 
The injury occurred on the same day that Dallas Stars 
forward Tyler Seguin suffered a significant laceration above 
his knee. According to TSN’s Darren Dreger, lacerations 
have become a topic of discussion for the league ahead of 
next week’s GM meetings. 
 
The Hurricanes had just one penalty to kill on the night, and 
they did so without much issue. They’ve now gone nine 
consecutive games without allowing a power play goal. 
 
On the topic of great stretches, Kochetkov’s shutout was his 
fourth in just 20 NHL games played this season. He is the 
first rookie goalie since Martin Jones in 2013-14 to have 
three shutouts in 20 or fewer games. He now has an 11-5-4 
record with the big club this season, a mark which includes 
the 0-3-1 stretch prior to him getting sent back to the 
Chicago Wolves for more work. 
 
That work certainly did him well tonight, as he looked 
comfortable and in control of his crease from start to finish. 
 
The Hurricanes will remain in Raleigh for their next matchup 
when they host the Vegas Golden Knights on Saturday night. 
Carolina dropped their other matchup with Vegas at the 
beginning of the month, so Saturday will present them with a 
chance to get even. 
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Hurricanes squeak out 1-0 win against Flyers thanks to Kochetkov’s shutout 

By Aidan Carlson 
 
The Carolina Hurricanes were barely able to get a crucial win 
over Philadelphia on Thursday, March 9, eking out a 1-0 win 
with an abundance of help from goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov, 
who shut out the Flyers.  
 
It was an important two points for the Canes (43-12-8), who 
defeated the Flyers (24-30-11) to extend their lead in the 
Metropolitan division. 
 
Right wing Andrei Svechnikov was the lone goal scorer on 
the night, which he achieved via a power play just 2:09 into 
the first period. Svechnikov’s power play goal reflects how 
much the Hurricanes have been able to improve in this area 
— they are now up to 13th in the league on the power play 
after struggling for the majority of the season. 
 
Although Carolina was able to score early in the contest, it 
struggled to get anything going for the rest of the game. The 
Hurricanes often got caught holding on to the puck for too 
long and couldn’t find each other in front of goal, and 
although the Canes made their own fair share of mistakes, 
credit has to be given to Philadelphia for playing an 
impressive defensive game. The Flyers’ players laid their 
bodies on the line, accumulating a total of 22 blocked shots 
throughout the game. 
 

The one bright spot in the game came from the Hurricanes' 
netminder Pyotr Kochetkov who earned his fourth-career 
NHL shutout in his first game since being called up from the 
Chicago Wolves earlier this week. The Flyers weren’t able to 
generate enough offense, as demonstrated by their lack of 
activity on the scoreboard, but Kochetkov made important 
saves to hold the lead for the Canes throughout the game.  
 
Kochetkov’s improvement down in the AHL was evident from 
his play both in the net and with the puck on his stick. He 
looked calm and collected and wasn’t scrambling to make 
sure he was doing the right thing like he was earlier in the 
year. Kochetkov was able to move the puck around with 
confidence when under pressure and lead the Canes past 
the Flyers. 
 
The Flyers were noticeably without defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo, who missed today’s game with a suspension after 
spearing Tampa Bay Lightning right wing Corey Perry below 
the belt in his last outing. DeAngelo, an ex-Hurricane, 
currently has the most points for a Flyers defenseman this 
season and his absence was clear as the Flyers lacked good 
chances in both on five-on-five and special teams situations. 
 
Despite two shaky wins from the Canes in the past two 
games, they will look to extend their win streak to five when 
they take on the Vegas Golden Knights on Saturday, March 
11 at 7 p.m. in PNC Arena.   

 
‘ 
 

TODAY’S LINKS  
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article272964460.html#storylink=mainstage_lead 

https://theathletic.com/4293167/2023/03/10/carolina-hurricanes-kotkaniemi-puljujarvi/ 
https://theathletic.com/4294533/2023/03/10/nhl-power-rankings-16/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2023/03/kochetkov-posts-another-shutout-hurricanes-beat-flyers-1-0/  
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-kochetkov-shuts-out-philadelphia-in-first-game-back-with-canes/c-341991620 

https://www.nhl.com/news/philadelphia-flyers-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-341897170 
https://apnews.com/article/flyers-hurricanes-pyotr-kochetkov-4d8e422f1c9fca979880be19d39821dd 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/35820351/nhl-power-rankings-toughest-remaining-stretch-team 

https://www.canescountry.com/2023/3/9/23633388/pyotr-kochetkov-shutout-leads-carolina-hurricanes-past-philadelphia-flyers-svechnikov-
sandstrom-nhl 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/hurricanes-squeak-out-1-0-win-against-flyers-thanks-to-kochetkov-s-shutout/article_0c74da1e-befb-11ed-
8798-f38e8a7702b1.html 
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Pyotr Kochetkov returns to Hurricanes, posts shutout as Carolina downs 
Philadelphia 

 

Staff report 

4-5 minutes 10/03/2023 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes skated with a slightly different lineup Thursday, 
necessitated by a couple of injuries sustained in Montreal earlier in the 
week. 

In a return home to the friendly confines of PNC Arena, though, it hardly 
mattered. 

Pyotr Kochetkov, who made news earlier this week after not only scoring 
a goal in an AHL game but also fighting in consecutive games, was the 
emergency call-up starter for the Canes. He performed admirably, 
stopping 19 shots to help lead Carolina to a 1-0 win against the 
Philadelphia Flyers. It was his fourth NHL shutout. 

“He made a couple of really great saves, and that was the difference in 
the game,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Their goalie played 
really well, and he had to match it.” 

According to Stathead, Kochetkov is the 25th goaltender in NHL history 
to register four or more shutouts through his first 23 career games, and 
just the ninth to accomplish the feat since 2000-01. 

“He’s a confident kid, that’s really been his M.O. from Day 1,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

The Flyers were also without a key player or two Thursday, most notably 
former Hurricane Tony DeAngelo, who was suspended for two games 
this week after spearing Tampa Bay veteran Corey Perry below the belt 
during a scrum in front of the net. 

It’s hard to say if DeAngelo’s absence impacted the game much. The 
Canes, starting Kochetkov and without regular third-pairing defender 
Jalen Chatfield, still put up 29 shots against the Flyers while allowing just 
19 in the win, playing their typical lockdown defensive game against a 
Philadelphia team struggling to find its way late in the season. 

It didn’t take long for the Canes to find the scoreboard Thursday. Andrei 
Svechnikov, who seems to have regained his scoring touch of late, fired 
the puck into the cage just 2:09 into the game. Martin Necas and the 
equally hot Brent Burns earned assists on Svechnikov’s goal. 

Despite a lopsided shot total for the rest of the period and through the 
second, though, the Canes couldn’t find another goal. 

“We had a lot of opportunities, they just blocked a lot of shots,” 
Brind’Amour said. “We were in good position, we didn’t really have to 
push it too much. I think we tried to a little bit at times earlier in the game, 
but that wasn’t really what we needed to do.” 

Felix Sandstrom stopped the rest of the pucks he saw to keep 
Philadelphia in the game to the very end. 

Carolina Hurricanes right wing Andrei Svechnikov (37) is congratulated 
by center Martin Necas (88) after his goal against the Philadelphia Flyers 
during the first period at PNC Arena. James Guillory USA TODAY Sports 
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10 players ejected during fight in Golden Knights’ OT win 

 

Ben Gotz 

5-6 minutes 09/03/2023 

 

The Golden Knights, when they tell the story of Thursday’s 4-3 overtime 
win at Tampa Bay long after they’ve hung up their skates, won’t be 
believed. 

That’s impossible, their audience will say. There’s no way that much 
action, mayhem and magic could fit into 63 minutes, 6 seconds of 
hockey. 

But somehow, it did. 

Alec Martinez’s fourth career overtime goal was only the start. There was 
a stolen signature move. A 10-skater scrum that led to 10 skater 
ejections. A furious Lightning comeback that nearly cost the Knights a 
point at Amalie Arena. 

Martinez’s dive to poke a puck past the goal line finished one of the most 
madcap games in franchise history. The win, the Knights’ fourth in five 
games, kept them atop the Pacific Division and Western Conference 
standings. 

“It was pretty wild,” Martinez told AT&T SportsNet. “That’s probably one 
of the weirder games I’ve been a part of.” 

The Knights were fortunate to have a chance entering the third period. 

Right wing Keegan Kolesar’s opening-shift goal gave them the lead 27 
seconds in, but Tampa Bay center Brayden Point responded 4:01 later. 

The Lightning then dominated the puck until the second intermission. 
Tampa Bay had a 19-9 edge in shots entering the third. 

Center William Karlsson then flipped the game on its head by scoring a 
short-handed goal. And he did it by accidentally pulling a “Kucherov,” the 
maneuver named after Lightning star Nikita Kucherov. 

The breakaway move involves a skater faking a shot near the crease and 
moving laterally to draw the goaltender out of position. The shooter then 
leaves the puck behind to let its own momentum carry it into the net. 
Karlsson wasn’t trying to do that. But it happened anyway when Lightning 
defenseman Mikhail Sergachev tripped Karlsson below the faceoff dots 
on a breakaway and the puck got by goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

After crashing in the corner, Karlsson said he didn’t know he had 
snapped a 15-game goal drought until linemate Reilly Smith told him. 
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“I’m sure you could tell that I was pretty happy,” he said. “That was a 
great feeling.” 

Center Chandler Stephenson broke a 12-game slump 3:12 later. His 
power-play goal gave the Knights a 3-1 lead. 

The next set of fireworks went off along the wall instead of in front of the 
net. Tensions between the teams were simmering all game. 

Knights defenseman Brayden McNabb and Lightning left wing Tanner 
Jeannot fought with 5:22 left in the second period after Jeannot delivered 
a hard hit to center Jack Eichel away from the puck. Center Steven 
Stamkos was given a cross-checking penalty when the second period 
was over for taking exception to what he thought was a late trip on 
Kucherov by defenseman Alex Pietrangelo. 

Everything boiled over when Kolesar gave left wing Pat Maroon a little 
shove after the whistle with 7:44 to play. Maroon threw his gloved fist in 
Kolesar’s face. Soon, everyone on the ice was involved. Kolesar and 
defenseman Nic Hague, who was harassed at the bottom of a pile by 
Lightning right wing Corey Perry, came away with bloody lips. 

The officials issued game misconducts to all 10 skaters. That meant each 
team played five men short the rest of the way. 

“We basically had no one on our bench,” Martinez told AT&T SportsNet. 
“(Assistant coach John Stevens) was calling out D pairings, but he didn’t 
really have to because there’s only two of us left to go.” 

The Lightning still found a way to claw back. Kucherov scored off a one-
timer with Vasilevskiy out of the net with 2:07 left in regulation. Point tied 
the score with 28 seconds remaining after a Stephenson high-sticking 
penalty gave Tampa Bay a six-on-four. 

The late collapse brought back memories of the Knights’ recent defeats 
to Chicago and Dallas in the past three weeks. 

But the team didn’t buckle in overtime. 

Eichel fired a shot from the slot from 41 feet away 3:05 in. The puck 
squeaked through Vasilevskiy’s pads, and Martinez was the first to 
notice. He beat Vasilevskiy to the puck and poked it over the goal line — 
giving himself a “pretty good charley horse” in the process before 
crashing into the net. 

“At the end of the day, we found our emotional needle in this game,” 
coach Bruce Cassidy said. “That little scrum, whatever, probably drags 
us into it, even though we lose key players. I just think a couple of those 
shifts really got us engaged.” 

Goaltender Jonathan Quick made his second start for the Knights, 
replacing Adin Hill, who has a lower-body injury. Hill returned to Las 
Vegas, according to AT&T SportsNet. 

The Knights called up goaltender Jiri Patera from Henderson, the sixth 
goalie to dress for them this season, a franchise record. 

 

LAS VEGAS REVIEW JOURNAL LOADED: 03.10.2023 

1270893 Vegas Golden Knights 

 

Martinez, Quick heroes for Golden Knights in OT win over Lightning 

 

By Danny Webster (contact) 

5-7 minutes 09/03/2023 

Published Thursday, March 9, 2023 | 6:56 p.m. 

Updated Thursday, March 9, 2023 | 8:38 p.m. 

 

As Jack Eichel's wrist shot trickled by Andrei Vasilevskiy, Alec Martinez 
took off, lunging himself like a lawn dart to the open net. 

He poked the loose puck home in overtime, a situation Martinez wouldn't 
normally find himself in, and the Golden Knights survived. 

Martinez's game-winning goal 3:06 into overtime gave Vegas a thrilling 4-
3 win over the Tampa Bay Lightning at Amalie Arena in Tampa, Fla., on 
Thursday, putting the cap on a wild game that had a bit of everything. 

And he nearly sacrificed everything to get that goal. 

"I gave myself a bit of a Charlie Horse there," Martinez said on the AT&T 
SportsNet postgame show." 

The veteran defenseman isn't usually one to patrol the blue line during 3-
on-3 overtime, but he didn't have a choice on this night. The Golden 
Knights and Lightning were each down five players for the final eight 
minutes because of a line brawl between the teams. 

Vegas' fourth line of Teddy Blueger, Keegan Kolesar and Brett Howden, 
along with the third pairing of Zach Whitecloud and Nicolas Hague, were 
each assessed 10-minute misconducts and had to watch the remaining 
of regulation from the locker room. 

The Golden Knights led 3-1 at the time of that brawl. The three-time 
Stanley Cup finalists and two-time champions pushed forward to tie it 
with less than 30 seconds remaining. 

The Lightning's Nikita Kucherov scored on a one-timer with 2:07 
remaining with the extra attacker, and Brayden Point scored his second 
goal of the game with 28 seconds left on a 6-on-4 — created by a high-
sticking penalty from Chandler Stephenson — to tie it 3-3. 

All of that would extend the drama and lead to Martinez eventually 
barreling into the net for his second goal of the season and to push the 
Golden Knights to 1-1-0 on this five-game east coast road trip. 

"He's done a few of those with me back there over the years," goalie 
Jonathan Quick said. 

Quick made 34 saves to earn his second win as a member of the Golden 
Knights (39-20-6), who bounced back from a 2-1 loss to the Florida 
Panthers on Tuesday for just their second loss in regulation since the All-
Star break. 

Quick made his second start as a member of the Golden Knights in place 
of the injured Adin Hill, who is day-to-day with a lower-body injury. 

Vegas recalled top prospect goalie Jiri Patera from Henderson in the 
morning. Patera, a sixth-round pick by Vegas in its inaugural entry draft 
in 2017, is the sixth different goalie to dress for the Golden Knights this 
season — a franchise record. 

"With some of the injuries, it presented an opportunity for me to come 
here," said Quick, referencing to the stack of injuries in net along with 
Logan Thompson and Laurent Brossoit. "If they need me in the net, I'll be 
in the net working. If not, I'll try to help these guys as much as I can." 

William Karlsson and Stephenson each scored to end double-digit 
scoring droughts, and Kolesar scored 27 seconds into the game for 
Vegas to sweep the season series against the Lightning. 

But given that the scoring didn't come until the third period, all the praise 
should go to Quick. 

The veteran goalie did all he could while Vegas struggled to generate 
offense with a franchise-low nine shots on goal through two periods. 
Tampa Bay held a 19-9 edge through 40 minutes and Quick shut the 
door outside of Point's first goal 4:28 into the game. 

All the while, the Golden Knights killed four Tampa Bay penalties — 
including a high-sticking double-minor called on Shea Theodore late in 
the second period — behind Quick and strong work from the penalty-
killing unit. 
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Vegas capitalized on the penalty kill when Karlsson ended a 15-game 
drought with a shorthanded goal 2:27 into the third to give Vegas a 2-1 
lead. 

On the power play, Stephenson ended a 12-game drought by deflecting 
a point shot from Theodore to make it 3-1 at 5:39. 

Theodore extended his run post-All-Star break to 14 points (3 goals, 11 
assists) in 14 games thanks to a power-play goal for the second straight 
game by the Golden Knights. 

This was a contest that featured 146 penalty minutes between the teams, 
and it wasn't just from that line brawl. Defenseman Brayden McNabb got 
dinged for fighting with Tampa Bay forward Tanner Jeannot after Jeannot 
checked Eichel from behind. Scuffles were also aplenty throughout the 
night. 

Coach Bruce Cassidy said the Golden Knights found their "emotional 
needle," which would come at a good time with a back-to-back brewing 
this weekend in Carolina and St. Louis. 

"You're going to get hit, and you've got to hit back," he said. 

Should that emotion translate, the Golden Knights might feel a little 
relieved going into Saturday — in another rematch against another 
Eastern Conference powerhouse they defeated recently — with their new 
goalie in net. 

"It's a hockey game. It's that time of year where every point is huge and 
teams are fighting for it," Quick said. "That's a great team over there and 
we battled hard for those two points." 
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Deadline acquisitions adjusting to life — on and off ice — with Golden 
Knights 

 

By Danny Webster (contact) 

5-6 minutes 07/03/2023 

Tuesday, March 7, 2023 | 2 a.m. 

 

It can be a stressful time when a player gets traded late in the season — 
regardless of sport. 

That is especially true when that player has been with one team for their 
entire career because facing new surroundings in the blink of an eye 
could be a daunting adjustment. 

The Golden Knights don’t have just one of those players. They acquired 
three that fit that bill during the week of the NHL trade deadline. 

Forwards Ivan Barbashev and Teddy Blueger, and goalie Jonathan 
Quick, were Vegas’ deadline acquisitions, each with a specific role to 
help the Golden Knights try and get back to the playoffs this season. 

But the newest Golden Knights also have one thing in common: They’ve 
never played for any other team than their previous stomping grounds. 

Quick, the two-time Stanley Cup-winning goalie with the Los Angeles 
Kings, was drafted by L.A. in the third round of the 2005 NHL Draft and 
won 370 games with the Golden Knights’ Interstate-15 rival. 

“There’s a ton of emotions, obviously, considering how much time my 
family and I spent there,” Quick said. “At the end of the day, they made 
the decision that was best for their team. I had to make some decisions 
that were best for me and my family. I’m looking forward to enjoying this 

team. These guys have been great so far, helping me out, making me 
feel comfortable.” 

Barbashev comes to Vegas after seven full seasons with the St. Louis 
Blues. He was a member of the 2019 Blues team that won the Stanley 
Cup. Blueger, drafted by the Pittsburgh Penguins in 2012, is in his fifth 
NHL season — the first four were with Sidney Crosby and the Penguins. 

“I was with some of those guys for a long time,” Blueger said. “My wife 
and I absolutely loved the city, and you build relationships there. In that 
sense, it is hard, and it’s part of the business and you know you’re not 
going to be there forever, most likely. It’s a good opportunity here and a 
good group.” 

Add in the component of having families, and uprooting life and scenery 
you’ve known for your whole playing career is another dilemma. Quick 
and his wife Jaclyn have two kids, Carter and Madison. Barbashev and 
wife Ksenia have a 2-year-old son, Daniil. Blueger and his wife Monique 
got married in 2021. 

“I think we always have, and showed, that we have an open mentality to 
new guys,” forward Jonathan Marchessault said. “We know the 
organization always does a great job to go get guys that are not just good 
players, but good teammates.” 

It’s helped that the players come into a Golden Knights locker room with 
plenty of familiar faces. Quick was teammates with defensemen Alec 
Martinez, Brayden McNabb and Ben Hutton, and forward Michael 
Amadio, during his time in Los Angeles. 

Barbashev doesn’t have to go far in the Golden Knights’ locker room to 
see an old friend. Four seats away from him sits his former captain Alex 
Pietrangelo, whom he celebrated that Stanley Cup victory with. 

Quick, Barbashev and Blueger are all stationed at Red Rock Resort for 
the time being until they get settled in homes of their own. 

“I’m pretty sure we’ll get to know each other pretty well,” Quick said. 
“Speaking with them briefly already, we’re all just looking forward to it.” 

The Golden Knights have long been associated with having a tight-knit 
locker room, even with the turnover on the roster the last few years. 
Vegas didn’t part with any current roster players to acquire the three, so 
the camaraderie that’s been there remains. 

“I think that’s a testament to the guys we have in this room. I said it first 
thing when I got traded here that I felt welcomed right away,” said 
Martinez, who came in a trade with the Kings in February 2020. “I know 
there’s only a few original Misfits around, but having gone through it, 
being the new guy, that’s fresh in your mind. Everyone was willing to 
reach out, help out any way they could, whether it be rides, 
recommendations or restaurants or anything like that. Our room is a very 
welcoming room.” 

The rest of the Golden Knights are about to get to know their newcomers 
very well in the next week with Vegas embarking on a five-game road 
trip, continuing Thursday against the Florida Panthers. 

It’s a hectic time to adjust, but the Golden Knights seem intent on making 
sure it’s a seamless transition. 

“The best team chemistry is just to joke around and to grab a few beers 
and get to know each other,” Marchessault said. “It’s a good time of the 
year, and we have a nice road trip coming up. I’m sure we’ll have a good 
time.” 
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Golden Knights Win In Game That Featured 10 Game Misconducts 
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By Owen Krepps 

3-4 minutes 10/03/2023 

 

It's in games like these where I wish post-game press conferences with 
officials existed. 

The Golden Knights won this eventful game 4-3 in overtime with Alec 
Martinez scoring the OT winner. But my mind is still on something that 
happened earlier. 

In the third period of a close game that would eventually go to overtime, 
the Tampa Bay Lightning and Vegas Golden Knights got into a massive 
scrum that involved everyone on the ice, not named Andrei Vasilevskiy or 
Jonathan Quick.  

It started after Keegan Kolesar gave Pat Maroon an extra shove after the 
whistle. Maroon then turned around and popped Kolesar in the jaw, 
which bloodied Kolesar. Chaos then ensued as teammates came to the 
response of both sides. 

Involved in the play were: Kolesar, Maroon, Corey Perry, Michael 
Eyssimont, Brett Howden, Teddy Blueger, Cale Fleury, Zach Whitecloud, 
Zach Bogosian, Nicolas Hague, and all four officials/linesmen.  

"At the end of the day, I think we found our emotional needle in this 
game. That scrum probably dragged us into it. Even though we lose key 
players I think a couple of those shifts really got us engaged," said head 
coach Bruce Cassidy. 

Instead of taking the remainder of the night to review the same clip, the 
refs played it safe as every player involved was kicked out of the game 
with 7:44 remaining in regulation. 

Here's the full sequence. 

The only penalty that resulted in a powerplay was the initial jab by 
Maroon, which was called two minutes for high-sticking. Every other 
penalty offset, and both head coach Jon Cooper and Bruce Cassidy were 
without five of their players for the rest of the game. 

"A lot more ice time," William Karlsson joked. "It was the same for them 
but it was a special situation and one that you haven't been in for a long 
time. I think we were going on two lines there at the end. There was a lot 
of ice time. You just have to make sure you keep em (shifts) short and 
sweet." 

This animosity had been heating up, as earlier in the game, a fight 
between Tanner Jeannot and Brayden McNabb occurred. It came after 
Jeannot rocked Jack Eichel with a big hit, and McNabb came to his 
teammates' defense. 

Things naturally boiled over with guys like Maroon, Kolesar, Perry, 
Hague, Bogosian, and Howden on the ice. All are players who have 
tendencies to stir things up. The Golden Knights are just lucky they didn't 
have Robin Lehner in goal, or he would have joined in on the fun. 

A total of 146 penalty minutes were called in this game, which is a far cry 
from the NHL record of 419. But 10 game misconduct has to be some 
sort of record, at least for the young Vegas Golden Knights franchise. 

The Golden Knights managed to emerge with two points in Tampa 
Thursday. They will play the Carolina Hurricanes next on Saturday at 
4:00 p.m. 
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Golden Knights Victorious in OT After Blowing 3-1 Lead In 2 Minutes 

 

By Owen Krepps 

6-7 minutes 10/03/2023 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights (39-20-6, 84 points) prevailed in overtime 
Thursday night, with Alec Martinez scoring the game-winner against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning (38-21-6, 82 points) to net the VGK a 4-3 win.  

The Golden Knights blew a 3-1 lead with 2:08 seconds left in a game that 
also saw 10 players get kicked out, and the Golden Knights dress their 
fourth-string goaltender. Tons to discuss in this one, so let's jump right in. 

FIRST PERIOD 

With Adin Hill now injured, Jonathan Quick got the start for the Golden 
Knights, with the freshly-recalled Jiri Patera backing him up. 

Paul Cotter and Reilly Smith switched in the official line combinations, but 
lines would be all out of whack all game. 

1-0 VGK GOAL- Just 27 seconds in, Keegan Kolesar scored on a tap-in 
off a 2-on-1 with Teddy Blueger. 

1-1 TBL GOAL- Nikita Kucherov's shot created a juicy rebound to 
Brayden Point, who easily banged in his 40th goal of the season to tie 
the game. 

Zach Bogosian provided a big shot block on Alec Martinez's one-time 
shot from Chandler Stephenson. 

William Karlsson found Reilly Smith in the slot for a good chance, but 
Andrei Vasilevskiy made the stop. 

The Lightning then put together a couple of strong shifts with tons of puck 
possession but only got shots from the outside. 

Head coach Bruce Cassidy shuffled his line combinations, most notably 
playing Reilly Smith, William Karlsson, and Chandler Stephenson 
together. 

TBL PP- Brayden McNabb was called for tripping Nick Perbix. 

Reilly Smith did his best to make something out of nothing and got a 
strong shorthanded chance. 

SECOND PERIOD 

The Golden Knights started the second period off by making several 
costly turnovers. 

Ross Colton was left all alone in front of the Golden Knight's goal, and 
Jonathan Quick was forced to make a huge save. 

The Golden Knights finally got their first shot of the period roughly 7 
minutes in from Ivan Barbashev. 

Anthony Cirelli found a loose puck in front but missed the net on his shot 
opportunity. 

Nicolas Hague crushed Tanner Jeannot with a big hit. 

FIGHT- Tanner Jeannot went after Jack Eichel, and Brayden McNabb 
stood up for his teammate by dropping the gloves. 

TBL PP- Brayden McNabb got an extra penalty out of the scrum for 
roughing. The VGK came up with a big kill. 

TBL PP- Shea Theodore caught Pat Maroon up high with a high stick. 
There was blood, so it was a four-minute penalty. 

A massive scrum started by Alex Pietrangelo tripping Nikita Kucherov at 
the end of the second period. 

THIRD PERIOD 

4 on 4- The scrum that ended the second resulted in Steven Stamkos 
taking a retaliation penalty. 
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TBL PP- After one penalty expired, the Golden Knights were on the 
penalty kill from the aforementioned Theodore penalty. 

2-1 VGK GOAL- William Karlson scored shorthanded as he raced to a 
loose puck and directed it in without even shooting. 

VGK PP- Michael Eyssimmont was called for cross-checking Alec 
Martinez, which put the Golden Knights on their first powerplay of the 
game. 

3-1 VGK GOAL- Shea Theodore's shot from the point on the powerplay 
was tipped in by Chandler Stephenson. 

After they gave up two goals, the Lightning pressured with several 
offensive zone chances at the other end. 

Yet another massive post-whistle scrum ensued after Patrick Maroon 
went after Keegan Kolesar. 

PENALTIES- The referees decided that everyone on the ice, minus the 
goaltenders, should be kicked out of the game as a result. 

This left the Lightning without Pat Maroon, Michael Eyssmont, Corey 
Perry, Cale Fleury, and Zach Bogosian. 

The Golden Knights had Keegan Kolesar, Brett Howden, Teddy Blueger, 
Nicolas Hague, and Zach Whitecloud kicked out. 

VGK PP- The only penalty that created a powerplay was Pat Maroon's 
high stick on Keegan Kolesar, which started the scrum.  

The Golden Knights didn't score on the powerplay, and the Lightning, 
down by two, pulled Andrei Vasilevskiy with just under three minutes to 
go. 

3-2 TBL GOAL: With just 2:07 seconds left, Nikita Kucherov fired home a 
slap shot to put the game within one. 

TBL PP- with 45.7 seconds left, Chandler Stephenson caught Mikhail 
Sergachev with a high stick. 

The Lightning took their timeout, Andrei Vasilevskiy was pulled again, 
and the Lightning's 6-on-4 started. 

3-3 TBL GOAL- Brayden Point tied it up with 27.7 seconds left after 
Nikita Kucherov made a nice fake-shot pass. 

The Golden Knights blew a two-goal lead with 2:08 left, and the Lightning 
forced overtime.  

OVERTIME 

Nikita Kucherov dangled his way to the net with a series of beautiful 
dekes. 

4-3 VGK GOAL- The Golden Knights prevailed in overtime as Alec 
Martinez dove to poke in Jack Eichel's shot. 

GOLDEN KNIGHTS NOTES 

Ten players were kicked out of the game in the third period. TEN.  

The Golden Knights persevered through two rough periods where the 
Lightning controlled most of the play. 

They had just four shots in the first period and five in the second. Four 
shots in the first matched a season-low. 

However, the Golden Knights were opportunistic in the third, scoring two 
crucial special teams goals. 

They then blew a two-goal lead with 2:08 left but capped it off in overtime 
with Alec Martinez's goal. 

With Adin Hill now injured, the Golden Knights recalled Jiri Patera, 
making him the sixth goaltender to dress for the team this season. 

Both Chandler Stephenson and William Karlsson snapped goal-scoring 
streaks of 12 and 15 games, respectively.  

Keegan Kolesar, who scored his career-high-tying seventh goal of the 
season, scored 27 seconds into the game. He also scored 12 seconds 
into a game against the Kraken earlier this season. 
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Golden Knights Gameday 65: Goalie Gore: Lines and Notes vs Lightning 

 

By Owen Krepps 

3-4 minutes 09/03/2023 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights (38-20-6, 82 points) will continue their current 
four-game road trip Thursday afternoon against the Tampa Bay Lightning 
(38-21-5, 81 points) at 4:00 p.m. to conclude the season series.  

The VGK are currently on their fourth-string goaltender with Jonathan 
Quick taking the reins as the starter. All of Robin Lehner, Logan 
Thompson, Laurent Brossoit, and now Adin Hill are out with lower-body 
injuries. Jiri Patera was recalled from the Henderson Silver Knights this 
morning as a result. 

This is the final game of the season series between these two teams with 
the VGK currently up 1-0. They are being pressured in the standings by 
the Los Angeles Kings who are tied for them in points. They will play the 
Colorado Avalanche at 9:00 p.m. tonight. 

What to Watch For 

Quick or Bust 

With three goaltenders injured, the Golden Knights now turn to Jonathan 
Quick as the starter for the next batch of games. He is 1-0 in his short 
Golden Knights tenure, as he defeated the Montreal Canadiens with 25 
saves on 28 shots. Recalled this morning, Jiri Patera is expected to back 
up. 

He now faces a Lightning team who has scored three or more goals in 12 
of their last 13 home games. 

Struggling Lightning 

The Tampa Bay Lightning most recently snapped a five-game winning 
streak that saw head coach Jon Cooper bench his star-studded first line 
of Nikita Kucherov, Steven Stamkos, and Brayden Point. Victor 
Hedman's status is also currently unknown with an injury. 

Streaking Stars  

Since returning from the All-Star Break, two Golden Knights players have 
been white hot, Jack Eichel and Shea Theodore. Theodore has 13 points 
in his last 13 games and Eichel is currently on a four-game point streak 
with 15 points in his last 13 games. 
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Daily Nuggets: Golden Knights Goalie Carousel, Marc-Andre Fleury Has 
Big Night 

 

By Vegas Hockey Now 

2-2 minutes 09/03/2023 
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As the Vegas Golden Knights go through their injury troubles, former 
goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury had a big performance Wednesday night. 
Elsewhere in the NHL talks have started with restricted free agents and 
there are rumors of the NHL putting teams in Houston and Atlanta. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Tampa: Adin Hill is now out with a lower-body injury and the Golden 
Knights have recalled Jiri Patera from the Silver Knights as a result. 

Vegas: Five unanswered questions for the Golden Knights as we hit the 
stretch run to the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

West: With the trade deadline over, the Western Conference seems wide 
open and the Golden Knights could take advantage. 

Atlanta/Houston: Could the NHL really be looking to put teams in Atlanta 
and Houston? Elliotte Friedman breaks it down. 

Minnesota: Now's probably not a great time to bring up Marc-Andre 
Fleury. But the former Golden Knight had a big night Wednesday with 46 
saves. 

Sportsnet: Trade season has now turned into RFA season. The latest on 
12 RFAs from around the league from Timo Meier to Jesper Bratt. 

Philly: For his dirty spear to the groin area of Corey Perry, Tony 
DeAngelo has been suspended three games by the NHL. 

Colorado: How long until captain Gabriel Landeskog returns for the 
Colorado Avalanche? Should we be concerned about his future? 
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Golden Knights Roundup: Jiri Patera Recalled From AHL With Hill Out 

 

By Owen Krepps 

2-2 minutes 09/03/2023 

 

That's four Vegas Golden Knights goaltenders injured for those who are 
counting at home. It's certainly not the best time for this to happen as the 
team enters the stretch run leading up to the 2023 Stanley Cup Playoffs.  

With Adin Hill now dealing with a lower-body injury, the Golden Knights 
have recalled Jiri Patera on an emergency basis to back up Jonathan 
Quick as the team continues its current five-game road trip. This season 
with the Silver Knights he has played in 27 games and posted a .916 
sv%. 

Hill missed practice yesterday and head coach Bruce Cassidy said the 
team would make a decision regarding their goaltending this morning. 
Here we are. The Golden Knights did not have a morning skate in Tampa 
this morning and will play the Lightning at 4:00 p.m. at Amalie Arena. 

The VGK are currently also without Logan Thompson and Laurent 
Brossoit also due to lower-body injuries. Robin Lehner is out for the 
season. Alo injured are forwards Mark Stone, Will Carrier, and Nicolas 
Roy. 
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Golden Knights Roundup: Adin Hill Dealing With Lower-Body Injury 

 

By Owen Krepps 

2-2 minutes 08/03/2023 

 

Golden Knights Injury Update 

It just never ends for the Vegas Golden Knight's goaltenders. At practice 
in Tampa Bay Wednesday, goaltender Adin Hill was not present with the 
team due to a lower-body injury. Shea Theodore was also not on the ice, 
but head coach Bruce Cassidy confirmed it was a maintenance day for 
him. 

"Adin (Hill) has been dealing with a lower-body injury. We are keeping an 
eye on that and will see how he will be tomorrow morning. It was good for 
Jonathan (Quick) to get some more practice time and some more live 
work. We will make a decision on the goaltending tomorrow," said 
Cassidy. 

The Golden Knights are currently without three other goaltenders in their 
organization. Both Logan Thompson and Laurent Brossoit are out with 
lower-body injuries and Robin Lehner is out for the year. The acquired 
Jonathan Quick at the trade deadline. In that deal, they traded away 
Michael Hutchinson. 

Jiri Patera is likely the next goaltender on the chopping block to be called 
up from the Henderson Silver Knights. If there is an official recalling of 
Patera, it likely will not mean good news for Hill, who has been excellent 
as of late. 
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Devils’ Timo Meier redeems himself after (another) late penalty, buries 
Capitals in shootout | 3 takeaways 

 

By Ryan Novozinsky | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com 

 

Timo Meier sat in the Capital One Arena penalty box, his head tilted 
toward the floor with regret, and had flashbacks to Tuesday night. 

For the second game in a row, Meier, the Devils’ star trade deadline 
acquisition, committed a late-game penalty (tripping Capitals forward 
Tom Wilson with 46.8 seconds remaining) that could have sent his new 
team home without a win. 

After New Jersey’s penalty killers thwarted the chance, Meier sought 
redemption. 

He got it. 

The 26-year-old Swiss forward buried his first shootout goal of the 
season to give his team the 3-2 win over their division foes. The Devils 
crushed Washington in shots (40-22), face-off percentage (55%) and 
attempts (59.46% Corsi), but the Capitals kept it close thanks to Darcy 
Kuemper’s strong play in net. 

With the win, the Devils improved to 42-16-6 and surpassed 90 points in 
2022-23. They are four points behind the Hurricanes for first place in the 
Metropolitan Division and nine up on the Rangers. They’ll face the 
Montreal Canadiens on Saturday. 

Here are three takeaways from the Devils’ 3-2 win over the Capitals: 

PP2 
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The Devils’ top power play was supposed to boom after the Meier trade. 
The second unit is carrying the load so far. 

After Erik Haula’s second period score, New Jersey’s PP2, made up of 
Haula, Damon Severson, Ondrej Palat, Tomas Tatar and Dawson 
Mercer, has goals in three consecutive games – which is a refreshing 
sign for Devils fans. 

They’re not generating the prettiest shots – naturally, the first unit has 
more polished – but they create tough chances in front of the net, 
improved their passing and react quickly on rebounds. The Devils have 
power play goals in four straight games. They rank 13th in NHL power 
play rankings this season, converting on 21.9% of chances. 

Hot Haula 

Coach Lindy Ruff found the perfect metaphor for Haula in his postgame 
press conference: 

“Right now (Haula) is in climate change. He’s hot.” 

He’s right. 

Haula, who has the second worst goals scored above expected rating 
this season (minus-10.1), has seven points in March (three goals and 
four assists) and he’s riding a three-game point streak. He adds 
toughness to every zone, a 55.7% face-off percentage and, given his 
playoff experience, will be crucial for the bottom six on a potential 
postseason run. 

Playoff hockey 

Money Puck’s Deserve To Win O’Meter – everyone’s favorite hockey 
analytics tool – gave the Devils an 86.5% “Deserve to Win” score at the 
end of regulation. 

The actual score was 2-2. 

New Jersey stomped Washington in expected goals (71.79% xGF 
percentage) and out-chanced/shot them, yet they still needed five extra 
minutes and a few shootout rounds to end it. That seems concerning on 
the surface, but the Devils are finding ways to win at the right time. After 
Thursday, Ruff’s team has the best road record (24-4-4) and best record 
when trailing first (19-9-5) in the NHL. 

Still 18 games remaining in the regular season, the young locker room is 
emulating playoff hockey – which will bode well for them down the 
stretch. 
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Devils’ Lindy Ruff explains why he broke up scorching 3rd line 

 

By Ryan Novozinsky  

 

The Devils’ third line pairing of Ondrej Palat, Erik Haula and Jesper 
Boqvist has been excellent this month, rolling opponents with a 79.10% 
expected goals percentage since Feb. 23 and notching all three goals in 
New Jersey’s loss to the Maple Leafs on Tuesday. 

Coach Lindy Ruff still split them up Thursday. 

Per the team’s official website, Ruff swapped Boqvist with second line 
forward Jesper Bratt at morning skate Thursday, hours before the Devils 
meet the Capitals in Washington D.C. 

Here’s what the Devils’ forward lines will look like vs. Washington: 

Tatar - Hischer - Mercer 

Meier - Hughes - Boqvist 

Palat - Haula - Bratt 

Wood - McLeod - Bastian 

Why would Ruff make this decision? In his pregame interview at Capital 
One Arena, Ruff said he was seeking more “balance” in his forward 
group. 

“I think with new pieces (Timo Meier and Curtis Lazar) coming in, we 
have an opportunity to try players in different spots,” he said. “With the 
schedule that we’ve got we’re trying to balance the lines, take a little ice 
time off the top and see if we can find continuity. It may take a couple 
games. By switching things around you may find chemistry amongst guys 
that haven’t played together.” 

While it’s not ideal to break up your hottest line, it may prove beneficial 
for New Jersey’s playoff push. The Devils (41-16-6) are almost 
guaranteed to make the postseason in 2022-23 – 100% odds, according 
to MoneyPuck – so exploring other combinations could help build 
chemistry in their remaining 19 games. 

WATCH EVERY DEVILS GAME IN 2022-23 HERE: DirecTV Stream, 
fuboTV 

Jack Hughes hasn’t looked like himself since returning from injury (one 
goal and eight assists and a 9-13 goal differential when playing with Bratt 
since Feb. 18), so placing him with Boqvist while he develops alongside 
Meier might work well. 

Boqvist, who has two goals and five assists in the past month, is fired up 
about his star linemates. 

“It’s going to be a lot of fun,” Boqvist said. “For me, I’m just going to try to 
do what I would do. Create chances for myself and them. 

“If a play is there I have to make it. If it’s not I’m not going to force it, but if 
they’re open I’ll give it to them.” 
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Devils, Sixers owner Josh Harris gains new amo in bid to buy 
Commanders 

 

Bridget Hyland 

 

Since Josh Harris submitted his bid to purchase the Washington 
Commanders, it’s been difficult to tell whether his pursuit for an NFL 
team would have a favorable outcome. 

But now, it looks like the New Jersey Devils and Philadelphia 76ers 
owner has picked up some leverage. Adam Schefter of ESPN reports 
that DC co-founder Mitchell Rales is teaming up with Harris in their 
attempt to buy the team. 

This will help Harris, who has been trying to gain ownership of a football 
team. Last year, he tried to buy the Denver Broncos, who went for $4.65 
billion to the Walton-Penner family ownership group. He’s currently a 
minority owner of the Pittsburgh Steelers and would have to sell his 
share in order to buy the Commanders. 

The selling of the Commanders has been nothing short of dramatic since 
owner Dan Snyder put the franchise on the market. Most recently, 
Amazon founder Jeff Bezos’ bid was reported to be sidelined because of 
Bezos’ ownership of The Washington Post. When Bezos-Commanders 
rumors began in January, Josh Kosman of the New York Post reported: 
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Snyder holds a grudge against Bezos, who owns the Washington Post, 
which  

But Front Office Sports reported last month that Bezos remains in the mix 
for the Commanders. He’d be the biggest competition for Harris, but DC 
billionaire Rales joining the mix changes things. 
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7 random Devils thoughts before matchup with Capitals | Vitek Vanecek’s 
recent slide, 3rd line surge, more 

 

By Ryan Novozinsky | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com 

 

The Devils open a two-game road trip this week, meeting the Washington 
Capitals on Thursday and the Montreal Canadiens on Saturday. 

Naturally, they’re looking to rebound after Tuesday’s ugly loss. 

New Jersey rolled the Leafs for most of the contest, but left with 4-3 
defeat due to defensive miscues – which has become a trend this month 
– and costly late penalties, among other issues. 

Here are seven random Devils thoughts before their game against the 
Capitals on Thursday: 

1. The Devils are 10 days removed from acquiring star winger Timo 
Meier, have a 6-3-1 record in their previous 10 matchups and are a 100% 
lock to clinch their first playoff berth since 2017-18, according to 
MoneyPuck. 

Still, some of their recent games have left fans dissatisfied. 

The Devils have allowed just 87 high danger chances, 225 shots and 
20.34 expected goals against at five-on-five since Feb. 16, but they’ve 
surrendered 27 goals (tied for the sixth most in the league) and 450 
attempts during the same stretch. The defense is crumbling during key 
moments and Vitek Vanecek – undoubtedly the Devils’ most valuable 
goaltender this season – has hit a wall, posting an .821% save 
percentage, a goals above expected rate of 9.44 and giving up 20 goals 
against in his last five starts. 

Coach Lindy Ruff blamed Tuesday’s loss on “sloppy team defense” and 
while that may be true for that game, Vanecek needs to boost his stat 
sheet if New Jersey wants to make a run. 

2. On a brighter note, the Devils finally have a depth forward line that 
looks built for the postseason. 

The third line pairing of Ondrej Palat, Erik Haula and Jesper Boqvist 
shined on Tuesday, posting seven combined points and accounting for 
every goal in the game (Haula with two, Palat with one). They’re gritty, 
they’ve posted a 79.10% expected goals for percentage since Feb. 23 
and they combine for 199 total playoff games. 

3. Interesting stat from the game notes that shows how dominant the 
2022-23 Devils have been: The team’s 41 wins after 63 games played 
from the start of a season are tied for the most in franchise history. 

Here’s the all-time list: 

41 wins: 2022-23 

41 wins: 2008-09 

39 wins: 1997-98 

39 wins: 2006-07 

38 wins: 2009-10 

4. Dougie Hamilton and I crossed paths in Prudential Center after 
Tuesday’s loss. As the dedicated autograph-seeking fans have pointed 
out, Hamilton is usually the last player to leave The Rock after games 
presumably to work out, skate and recover. 

I asked Hamilton – who is not the most vocal interviewee – what he does 
during these late-night sessions. His answer: 

“I’m chilling.” 

5. Meier is officially in New Jersey, but he hasn’t had the chance to try 
pizza, bagels or other local favorites yet. Of course, he has to stay in 
game shape, but the 26-year-old Swiss winger is looking forward to 
exploring the food scene. 

“That all sounds pretty good,” he said. “If the meal schedule lets it go, I’ll 
get it.” 

6. Jack Hughes has one goal and eight assists since returning from 
injury. When he’s on the ice at five-on-five during that span, the Devils 
have a 51.41% xGF% – the second worst rating on the team. The Devils 
need their leading point scorer (76 points this year) to recapture his pre-
injury form. 

7. Fun tidbit from the Meier trade: if Meier insisted on wearing No. 28 (the 
number he wore with the Sharks) with the Devils, it would have cost him. 

Damon Severson, the longest tenured Devil, wears No. 28 and joked that 
he would have demanded a big payday from Meier – especially since 
Dawson Mercer snagged a Hublot watch from Palat when they swapped 
numbers this summer. 

“I know Pally gave Mercer a watch,” Severson said. “So I don’t know, 
nine years (with the Devils), may have warranted a couple watches.” 

Kidding aside, Severson was excited to hear the Meier trade go down 
last week. 

“He’s an impressive player, a big power forward, and I think he 
compliments our top-six forwards real well,” Severson said. 
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Opinion: Jets’ once-sure playoff hopes hanging by a thread 

 

Mike McIntyre 

7-9 minutes 09/03/2023 

 

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. — Welcome to “Fort Liquordale” as it’s come 
to be known this time of year, with spring break in full swing and the 
sandy beaches and sweaty bars jam-packed with thousands of wild and 
crazy visitors looking to let loose. 

The Winnipeg Jets are on scene, too. You’ll excuse them if they’re not 
exactly in a celebratory mood these days. The party poopers flew into 
Florida on Thursday afternoon clinging perilously to a playoff spot that 
once seemed like a lock. 

Mark Scheifele and many of his high-scoring teammates are having 
trouble finding the back of the net during the club’s recent struggles. 

Just two wins in the last 11 outings have washed away most of the good 
they accomplished earlier in the year and no doubt have many fans trying 
to drown their collective sorrows. From key injuries to scoring droughts to 
their No. 1 goaltender suddenly springing a leak, everything that could go 
wrong seemingly is going wrong. 
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They’re losing games when they play poorly, with a growing list of 
groaners on the recent resume. And they’re finding ways to come up 
empty even when there’s plenty to like, such as Wednesday’s 4-2 gut 
punch at the hands of the Minnesota Wild. 

Now comes a hellacious three-game road trip which feels like it could be 
season-defining, especially with just 17 contests remaining and the 
margin of error getting increasingly narrow with each passing day. 

First up is a desperate Florida Panthers team on Saturday night, who 
need every point they can muster right now. Then the Tampa Bay 
Lightning on Sunday, who should be in a surly mood after some recent 
struggles. And then the potent Carolina Hurricanes on Tuesday to wrap it 
up. 

“If you’ve got to do it the hard way, we’re going to have to do it the hard 
way,” a stoic head coach Rick Bowness said following the latest setback 
at Canada Life Centre. 

“We’ve got to win some games on the road. But the most important thing 
is to keep the effort and play like we did (Wednesday). That’s the most 
important thing. Eventually, that puck is going to go in. We’ve seen that 
two games in a row that we dominated the game and lost by a goal (not 
including an empty-netter). That’s hockey.” 

Whether Winnipeg is still holding onto the eighth and final spot in the 
Western Conference — or have been passed by one or both of the hard-
charging Calgary Flames and Nashville Predators — by the time their 
charter brings them home in the wee hours next Wednesday morning 
remains to be seen. 

One thing is clear: This team is going nowhere if it’s biggest and brightest 
stars don’t elevate their games. 

I’m looking at you, Mark Scheifele. You too, Kyle Connor, Nikolaj Ehlers 
and Blake Wheeler. And, yes, even you, Connor Hellebuyck. We can 
debate about who’s playing on the fourth line or the third defence pairing 
until we’re blue in the face. Ultimately, it comes down to this core, and 
whether it can collectively find another level. 

“There’s a lot of fight. We’re going to stick with it. We’re going to keep 
pushing. There’s no quit in here,” Connor insisted Wednesday night. 

“Keep your head up. Stick with it. We have a lot of veterans in this room. 
We know that we play that game for a majority of the year, we take that 
over an 82-game schedule we’re going to score a lot of goals. So, we got 
to take that confidence and build on that going into this road trip here.” 

Sure, the Jets mostly played a solid game, including firing 48 shots at 
Wild goalie Marc-Andre Fleury. However, we’re well past the stage of 
silver linings and moral victories here. Winnipeg needs results, and fast. 
It’s not helping that so many players, including Connor, have gone so 
quiet as of late. 

Consider this: He has just one goal in the last eight games, while 
Scheifele has only two goals. Not surprisingly, Winnipeg has gone 1-5-2 
with their top scorers mostly held in check. 

Wheeler has none in the last 11. Ehlers has been blanked in the last 
seven, with just one in the last 18. Pierre-Luc Dubois, prior to suffering an 
upper-body injury that now has him sidelined indefinitely along with fellow 
top-six forward Cole Perfetti, had two in the last 11. 

It would be one thing if the Jets were getting production from the bottom 
six to make up for this cold snap. They are not. 

Jets goaltender Connor Hellebuyck hasn’t been bailing his team out of 
trouble the way he was earlier in the season. 

Adam Lowry has one goal in his last 38 games. Morgan Barron has one 
in 23. Mason Appleton has one in 12. I could keep going down the list, 
including the likes of fourth-liners Saku Maenalanen, Kevin Stenlund and 
David Gustafsson, and recent healthy scratches like Sam Gagner, 
Karson Kuhlman and Axel Jonsson-Fjallby, but you get the picture. It’s 
ugly. 

Put it this way: Trade additions Nino Niederreiter and Vladislav 
Namestnikov have, arguably, been Winnipeg’s two most notable skaters 
since joining the lineup. They sure could use some company. 

It would be another thing if the Jets were getting stellar goaltending, 
allowing them to scratch out low-scoring victories to make up for this 
offensive cold snap. But they are not. 

Hellebuyck has been lit up for 22 goals in his last five starts, two of which 
he didn’t even finish after getting an early hook. Several of those pucks 
that eluded him had a certain foul odour, including Wednesday’s game-
winner by Ryan Hartman that went right through the five-hole. Backup 
goaltender David Rittich has been spotty, too. 

Has Hellebuyck simply run out of gas? His 49 starts this year are tied for 
most in the league, and no masked man has played more minutes, or 
faced more rubber, since he began his NHL career in 2015-16. 

All of it adds up to a team that appears to be in big, big trouble. 

“We’re still sitting in a playoff spot. Those other teams still have to win 
games to catch us,” said Bowness, who is clearly trying to maintain the 
positive vibes which were so plentiful earlier in the year when everything 
was going right. 

“We know what we’re up against. We haven’t lost that eighth spot right 
now so we have to fight to keep it.” 

The Jets have collected just 12 points in their last 17 games overall (5-
10-2). It says here they’ll need at least 18 in their final 17 games to hold 
on to their playoff spot. Possibly 19 or 20. 

A big ask, for sure, especially given the immense challenge staring them 
in the face. They need to find a way to bring something home from this 
trip other than a tan. Otherwise, their post-season hopes will be as 
dubious as some of the decisions that drunken revellers will be making in 
Florida this weekend. 
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SNAPSHOTS: Jets find heart, lose hands, Hellebuyck 

 

Paul Friesen 
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It’s their hands that are letting them down, now. And their Hellebuyck. 

As good as Connor Hellebuyck has been most of the season, there’s no 
hiding from his recent numbers: over his last six games, he carries a 
bulky, 5.50 goals-against-average and rickety .855 save percentage. 

The timing couldn’t be worse, as the Jets lurch towards the regular-
season finish line, teams passing them by in the standings like they’re 
standing still. Which they basically are. 

In a 4-0 loss to the New York Islanders at home 10 days ago, this team 
looked heartless and uninspired. 

It was so bad, their coach didn’t even know what to tell them after the 
game. So he just let them go home and pretended, when he faced the 
media, they hadn’t been all that bad. 

The next day, Rick Bowness let them know the truth. 
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Since then, there’s been one more ugly loss, a blowout in Edmonton, but 
a lot more just-misses, marked by either a lack of scoring touch or a falter 
in net. 

The latest, Wednesday’s 4-2 loss against Minnesota, marked the deadly 
combination of both. 

The Jets swarmed the Wild goal but finished like fourth-liners, getting just 
two of 48 shots past the acrobatic Marc-Andre Fleury. 

At the other end, the second-best goalie on the night gave up a softie. 

“You don’t normally see that puck go in the net,” is how Bowness 
described Minnesota’s third goal, post-game. “Right now, that’s what’s 
happening. We’re giving up a goal like that and we’re losing by one goal.” 

But Bowness was quick to add: “We have to find a way to put the puck in 
their net.” 

The only two players who did that on Wednesday: defenceman Logan 
Stanley, who hasn’t scored all year, and Nino Niederreiter, who hasn’t 
been here all year. 

Some of the Jets’ top guns are shooting blanks. 

Blake Wheeler hasn’t scored in 11 games, during which the Jets have 
won twice. 

Nik Ehlers has one goal in that stretch. 

Mark Scheifele, on a 50-goal pace not long ago, has scored four times in 
his last dozen games. 

Perhaps most puzzling is the snakebit Kyle Connor, with just one goal in 
his last eight games, two in his last 10 and three in his last 17. 

“There’s another level I need to get to,” he told me going into the 
Minnesota game. 

After firing six shots at Fleury and coming up empty again, he vowed 
nobody’s going to start mailing it in now. 

“There’s a lot of fight,” Connor said. “We’re going to stick with it. We’re 
going to keep pushing. There’s no quit in here. Not a single guy. The last 
couple games have been a hell of a lot better, so we’ve got to keep 
building.” 

The heart seems intact, for now. 

OBJECTS IN MIRROR… 

Remember when the Jets were talking about getting first place in their 
division, with Bowness encouraging them to think that way? 

He believed they were good enough to grab it. 

Now they’re clinging to the last wildcard playoff spot, with Calgary and 
Nashville closing in from behind. 

Even the coach is looking back over his shoulder. 

“Those other teams still have to win games to catch us,” Bowness said 
after the Minnesota loss. “And if you play like that every night, there’s no 
way the puck’s not going to go in. Not with 82 shot attempts and 20-
something scoring chances. We haven’t lost that eighth spot right now so 
we have to fight to keep it.” 

Bowness scrapped Thursday’s practice and the Jets hopped a charter 
flight to Florida, where they’ll face the Panthers on Saturday, Tampa Bay 
on Sunday. Then it’s off to Carolina, Tuesday. 

With 17 games left, there’s enough time. 

But when you consider Nashville has four games in hand, it has to start 
soon. 

“Right now,” is how Bowness put it. 

PLD WILL BE MIA 

Not on Thursday’s flight was centre Pierre-Luc Dubois, who has become 
a going concern. 

After missing three, Dubois came back to play San Jose and got hurt 
again. 

“We’re hoping at some point during the trip that he will join us,” Bowness 
said. “A totally different injury.” 

Dubois wasn’t exactly tearing it up, either, with one goal in his last five, 
two over his last 11. 

But he leaves a hole in the lineup, especially at a time of year he seems 
tailor-made for. 

“A big body, likes to play in the tough areas, go to the net, play physical – 
all those intangibles that you need,” defenceman Josh Morrissey was 
saying, Wednesday. “A gritty, playoff-style of hockey.” 

Exactly what the Jets need if they want to get there. 
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