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Preview: March 11 vs. Vegas 
Canes open a home-road back-to-back in Raleigh 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes will try for a fifth 
consecutive win on Saturday, hosting the Vegas Golden 
Knights at PNC Arena. 

When: Saturday, March 11 

Puck Drop: 7 p.m. ET 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports + 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 43-12-8 (94 Points, 1st, Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 1-0 Win over the Philadelphia Flyers on 
Thursday, March 9 

Golden Knights Record: 39-20-6 (84 Points, 1st, Pacific 
Division) 

Golden Knights Last Game: 4-3 Win (OT) over the Tampa 
Bay Lightning on Thursday, March 9 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS THIS SEASON 

 Wednesday, March 1: Jack Eichel scores twice, 
leading Vegas to a 3-2 victory. 

NEWS & NOTES 

Last Time Out: The Canes scored just 2:09 in on Thursday 
night against the Flyers and after scoring 16 goals in their 
previous three games, it felt like the offense would be off to 
the races once again. Instead, the game became a duel 
between goaltenders Pyotr Kochetkov and Felix Sandstrom. 
Carolina's first shot of the night was the only one that would 
get by Sandstrom and Kochetkov went 19/19, earning the 
Canes a 1-0 shutout victory. 

 See You Tonight: Carolina will not hold a morning skate 
today. Any information regarding tonight's lineup will come 
from Rod Brind'Amour at approximately 4:45 p.m. 

Welcome Back, "PK": Pyotr Kochetkov's shutout came just 
one day after being recalled from the Chicago Wolves of the 
American Hockey League. It was his fourth perfect game of 
the season, now tying him for second among all NHL 
goaltenders. In fact, no other NHL rookie netminder has 
more than one. All four of his shutouts have come over his 
last 18 starts. 

Finally Puljujarvi's Debut Day?: After practicing with the club 
on Friday for the first time, newcomer Jesse Puljujarvi could 
make his highly-anticipated team debut tonight. After working 
alongside Paul Stastny and Stefan Noesen, Puljujarvi also 
took some reps on the power play in the net-front role. 
Standing at 6'4", 201 lbs., the right-handed shot was 
acquired last week from the Edmonton Oilers in exchange for 
unsigned prospect Patrik Puistola.  Rod Brind'Amour said he 
will play this weekend, but didn't commit to saying whether it 
would be tonight against Vegas or Sunday in New Jersey. 

Crazy 8: Brent Burns tallied a power-play assist on 
Carolina's only goal on Thursday, giving him a team-high 22 
points in his last 19 games. He has now registered 51 points 
(12g, 39a) in 2022-23, tied with Tony DeAngelo (2021-22: 
10g, 41a) for the most points by any Hurricanes defenseman 
in a single season and the ninth-most by any blueliner in a 
single campaign in franchise history. With a team-high 39 
assists, Burns is one assist shy of joining DeAngelo and Joni 
Pitkanen (2009-10: 40) as just the third defenseman in team 
history (since relocation) to register 40 assists in a season. 

Between The Pipes: Both Don Waddell and Rod 
Brind'Amour alike have referenced their desires to keep 
players fresh as the Stanley Cup Playoffs approach, 
including avoiding goaltenders playing in consecutive games. 
This would mean that Frederik Andersen is in line to start 
tonight, #31 stopped 13 out of 14 and then 5/6 in the 
shootout Tuesday night in Montreal after entering in relief. 

Get On Them Early: The Canes have scored first a league-
leading 41 games this season. They're 33-4-4 when they 
score first, tied with the Bruins for the most wins in the NHL 
when striking first. 

The Impact Of A Ghost: Since Shayne Gostisbehere made 
his team debut last Friday, the Canes power play is 9/15. 

Think Fast: Forward Martin Necas has 13 points in his last 
10 games. 

On The Other Side: Vegas comes to Raleigh for the only 
time this season having earned points in eight of their last 10 
games. Much like how Carolina has New Jersey on their tails 
for the Metropolitan Division lead, the Golden Knights have 
the Los Angeles Kings chasing them down in the Pacific. 
Jack Eichel has been leading the way offensively for the club 
since the All-Star break, posting 16 points in 14 games. In 
net, Jonathan Quick is 2-0 after coming over in a trade from 
the Columbus Blue Jackets last week. 
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INJURY UPDATES 

 Forward Ondrej Kase has been in concussion 
protocol since October 13. Don Waddell said on 
March 3 that the team is not planning on him 
returning this season. 

 Forward Max Pacioretty tore his Achilles tendon for 
the second time in six months on January 19. 

 Defenseman Jalen Chatfield suffered an upper-
body injury on March 7. Rod Brind'Amour shared on 
March 9 that the he'll "be out for a little while, but 
hopefully not too too long." 

 Goaltender Antti Raanta suffered a lower-body 
injury on March 7. On March 9, Brind'Amour said, 
"we're hopeful it's not too serious, but we'll see." 

ADDITIONAL GAME INFORMATION 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes will be wearing their 
Stadium Series sweaters for the final time this season. 

Parking: Coming to the game? Save money by purchasing 
your parking in advance. Click here to learn more. 

AFTER THE FINAL HORN 

The Canes will fly north post-game and get right back to 
game action Sunday as they take on the New Jersey Devils. 
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Golden Knights visit the Hurricanes after shootout win 
Vegas Golden Knights (38-20-6, first in the Pacific Division) 
vs. Carolina Hurricanes (43-12-8, first in the Metropolitan 
Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Saturday, 7 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes host the Vegas 
Golden Knights after the Golden Knights knocked off the 
Tampa Bay Lightning 4-3 in overtime. 

Carolina is 43-12-8 overall and 23-7-2 at home. The 
Hurricanes are 38-4-4 in games they score at least three 
goals. 

Vegas has gone 18-7-5 on the road and 38-20-6 overall. The 
Golden Knights have a 34-2-1 record in games they score 
three or more goals. 

The matchup Saturday is the second time these teams 
square off this season. The Golden Knights won 3-2 in the 
previous meeting. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Brent Burns has 12 goals and 38 
assists for the Hurricanes. Seth Jarvis has scored five goals 
and added three assists over the past 10 games. 

Jack Eichel has 23 goals and 26 assists for the Golden 
Knights. Shea Theodore has three goals and seven assists 
over the last 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 8-2-0, averaging 3.8 goals, 
6.4 assists, 3.2 penalties and 7.5 penalty minutes while 
giving up 1.4 goals per game. 

Golden Knights: 6-2-2, averaging 2.8 goals, 4.7 assists, 4.1 
penalties and 13 penalty minutes while giving up 2.6 goals 
per game. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Jesse Puljujarvi: out (nir - visa 
issues), Antti Raanta: day to day (undisclosed), Ondrej Kase: 
out (concussion), Jake Gardiner: out (hip/back), Max 
Pacioretty: out (achilles), Jalen Chatfield: day to day (illness). 

Golden Knights: William Carrier: out (lower-body), Laurent 
Brossoit: out (lower body), Robin Lehner: out (hip), Nolan 
Patrick: out (upper body), Mark Stone: out (back), Adin Hill: 
day to day (lower body), Logan Thompson: out (lower body), 
Nicolas Roy: day to day (lower body). 
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NHL playoff standings update: Bruins, Penguins look to bounce back 
By Tim Kavanagh 

As the Eastern Conference playoff matchups take shape, 
one of the potential pairings in the first round is Boston 
Bruins vs. Pittsburgh Penguins. Both clubs are coming off 
tough losses on Thursday night, and both play afternoon 
games today. 

The Bruins will play host to the Detroit Red Wings (1 ET, 
ABC and ESPN+) in a contest that will see Tyler Bertuzzi 
skate against his former teammates for the first time since 
coming to Boston ahead of the trade deadline. The B's 
defeated the Red Wings 5-1 back on Oct. 27, and the clubs 
will play again tomorrow afternoon in Detroit. Boston is a 
country mile ahead of the field in terms of playoff positioning, 
so it'd take quite a losing streak for them to fall out of the No. 
1 seed. 

Pittsburgh is in no such safe haven, as they're battling the 
New York Islanders, Florida Panthers, Ottawa Senators, 
Buffalo Sabres and Washington Capitals for a wild-card spot. 
Thursday's loss to the Isles didn't help, but they did make it 
to overtime to earn a loser point. Generally speaking, a team 
that is 15 points behind you in the standings wouldn't offer 
much of a threat; however, the Penguins have their Keystone 
State rival Philadelphia Flyers on the slate today (3:30 ET, 
ABC and ESPN+), and there's always a little more heat 
involved in these clashes. 

As we enter the final stretch of the regular season, it's time to 
check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams 
jockeying for position in the 2023 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Boston Bruins vs. WC2 Pittsburgh Penguins 
A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 
M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 New York Islanders 
M2 New Jersey Devils vs. M3 New York Rangers 

Western Conference 

C1 Dallas Stars vs. WC1 Edmonton Oilers 
C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 Colorado Avalanche 
P1 Vegas Golden Knights vs. WC2 Winnipeg Jets 
P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Seattle Kraken 

Saturday's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All games not on ESPN, TNT or 
NHL Network are available via NHL Power Play, which is 
included in an ESPN+ subscription (local blackout 
restrictions apply). 

Detroit Red Wings at Boston Bruins, 1 p.m. (ABC, ESPN+) 
Philadelphia Flyers at Pittsburgh Penguins, 3:30 p.m. (ABC, 

ESPN+) 
New York Rangers at Buffalo Sabres, 5 p.m. 
Arizona Coyotes at Colorado Avalanche, 6 p.m. 
Vegas Golden Knights at Carolina Hurricanes, 7 p.m. 
St. Louis Blues at Columbus Blue Jackets, 7 p.m. 
Winnipeg Jets at Florida Panthers, 7 p.m. 
New Jersey Devils at Montreal Canadiens, 7 p.m. 
Chicago Blackhawks at Tampa Bay Lightning, 7 p.m. 
Edmonton Oilers at Toronto Maple Leafs, 7 p.m. (NHLN) 
Washington Capitals at New York Islanders, 7:30 p.m. 
Dallas Stars at Seattle Kraken, 10 p.m. 
Ottawa Senators at Vancouver Canucks, 10 p.m. 
Nashville Predators at Los Angeles Kings, 10:30 p.m. 
Minnesota Wild at San Jose Sharks, 10:30 p.m. 

Friday's scoreboard 

Florida Panthers 4, Chicago Blackhawks 3 (OT) 
Anaheim Ducks 3, Calgary Flames 1 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

Boston Bruins 

Points: 103 
Regulation wins: 42 
Playoff position: A1 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 134 
Next game: vs. DET (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 86 
Regulation wins: 33 
Playoff position: A2 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 110 
Next game: vs. EDM (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 82 
Regulation wins: 31 
Playoff position: A3 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 104 
Next game: vs. CHI (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/AFlorida Panthers 

Points: 72 
Regulation wins: 28 
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Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 90 
Next game: vs. CHI (Friday) 
Playoff chances: 40% 
Tragic number: 30 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 70 
Regulation wins: 26 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 90 
Next game: @ VAN (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: 13% 
Tragic number: 32 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 68 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 87 
Next game: vs. NYR (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: 7% 
Tragic number: 30 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 67 
Regulation wins: 23 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 86 
Next game: @ BOS (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: 2% 
Tragic number: 29 

Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 58 
Regulation wins: 17 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 73 
Next game: vs. NJ (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 18 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 94 
Regulation wins: 32 
Playoff position: M1 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 122 
Next game: vs. VGK (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

New Jersey Devils 

Points: 90 
Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: M2 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 115 
Next game: @ MTL (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 81 
Regulation wins: 27 
Playoff position: M3 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 104 
Next game: @ BUF (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: 99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 76 
Regulation wins: 29 
Playoff position: WC1 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 93 
Next game: vs. WSH (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: 61% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 74 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: WC2 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 95 
Next game: vs. PHI (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: 71% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 69 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 86 
Next game: @ NYI (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: 7% 
Tragic number: 27 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 
Regulation wins: 22 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 74 
Next game: @ PIT (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 19 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 47 
Regulation wins: 15 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 18 
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Points pace: 60 
Next game: vs. STL (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 9 

Central Division 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 83 
Regulation wins: 30 
Playoff position: C1 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 105 
Next game: @ SEA (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 81 
Regulation wins: 26 
Playoff position: C2 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 102 
Next game: @ SJ (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: 98% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 76 
Regulation wins: 25 
Playoff position: C3 
Games left: 19 
Points pace: 99 
Next game: vs. ARI (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: 98% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 75 
Regulation wins: 28 
Playoff position: WC2 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 95 
Next game: @ FLA (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: 63% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 69 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 20 
Points pace: 91 
Next game: @ LA (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: 28% 
Tragic number: 34 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 61 
Regulation wins: 20 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 18 

Points pace: 78 
Next game: @ CBJ (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 22 

Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 56 
Regulation wins: 18 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 71 
Next game: @ COL (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 15 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 50 
Regulation wins: 14 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 63 
Next game: @ FLA (Friday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 9 

Pacific Division 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 84 
Regulation wins: 28 
Playoff position: P1 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 106 
Next game: @ CAR (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 84 
Regulation wins: 28 
Playoff position: P2 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 104 
Next game: vs. NSH (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Seattle Kraken 

Points: 80 
Regulation wins: 30 
Playoff position: P3 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 101 
Next game: vs. DAL (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: 96% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 80 
Regulation wins: 34 
Playoff position: WC1 
Games left: 16 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 11, 2023 

 

Points pace: 99 
Next game: @ TOR (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: 98% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 71 
Regulation wins: 23 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 88 
Next game: vs. ANA (Friday) 
Playoff chances: 21% 
Tragic number: 28 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 59 
Regulation wins: 16 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 76 
Next game: vs. OTT (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 20 

Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 53 
Regulation wins: 12 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 66 
Next game: @ CGY (Friday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 10 

San Jose Sharks 

Points: 50 
Regulation wins: 14 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 62 
Next game: vs. MIN (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 7 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top 
of the first round, so the team that finishes in last place is not 
guaranteed the No. 1 selection. As of 2021, a team may 
move up a maximum of 10 spots if it wins the lottery, so only 
11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 pick. Full 
details on the process can be found here. Sitting No. 1 on 
the draft board for this summer is Connor Bedard, who has 
been lauded as a generational talent. 

1. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 47 
Regulation wins: 15 

2. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 50 
Regulation wins: 14 

3. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 50 
Regulation wins: 14 

4. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 53 
Regulation wins: 12 

5. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 56 
Regulation wins: 18 

6. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 58 
Regulation wins: 17 

7. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 59 
Regulation wins: 16 

8. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 
Regulation wins: 22 

9. St. Louis Blues 

Points: 61 
Regulation wins: 20 

10. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 67 
Regulation wins: 23 

11. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 68 
Regulation wins: 24 

12. Washington Capitals 

Points: 69 
Regulation wins: 24 

13. Nashville Predators 

Points: 69 
Regulation wins: 24 

14. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 70 
Regulation wins: 26 

15. Calgary Flames 

Points: 71 
Regulation wins: 23 

16. Florida Panthers* 

Points: 72 
Regulation wins: 28 

Notes on traded picks impacting the top 16:  

 Montreal will receive Florida's first-round pick as a 
result of the trade last season that brought Ben 
Chiarot to the Panthers.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-march-11-versus-vegas/c-341991966 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-athlete-injuries-north-carolina-tar-heels-ff5813154ed44c70aae38bc52e3208ed 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/35830343/nhl-playoff-standings-bruins-penguins-look-bounce-back 
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Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s growth gives the Hurricanes a blueprint for Jesse 
Puljujarvi 

 

Cory Lavalette  

 

There wasn’t a boisterous celebration by Jesperi Kotkaniemi after he 
snapped his shootout attempt past Canadiens goalie Jake Allen to give 
the visiting Hurricanes a win Tuesday against the young Finn’s former 
team. 

His teammates’ reaction to the game-winner, however, indicated how big 
a moment it was for Kotkaniemi, who had been booed throughout the 
night by the Bell Centre fans who used to see him as the answer to 
Montreal’s seemingly endless search for a franchise center. 

“It was kind of fun, to be honest with you. … I was just happy for him to 
be able to do that,” said Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour, who had 
exited the Carolina bench after the goal with an uncharacteristic smirk. 

Brind’Amour had called on Kotkaniemi as his sixth shooter after goalie 
Frederik Andersen stopped four straight Canadiens despite allowing the 
first two to score. 

“I was pretty nervous getting there,” Kotkaniemi said after Thursday’s 
morning skate. “I didn’t really realize I’m going to shoot. I knew the goalie 
a little bit, so I had a little idea what am I going to do but I ended up well.” 

Kotkaniemi’s ever-present smile was even a little wider talking about the 
sequence in which he closed in on Allen, faked a shot with a loud slap of 
his stick on the ice and picked the top left corner. 

KK's just having fun   pic.twitter.com/1RoMxtXRk9 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) March 8, 2023 

“It felt awesome,” said Kotkaniemi, who added a shootout winner to the 
two goals and an assist he had in three previous games, all wins, against 
his former team. “I’m especially thankful Roddy gave me a chance to 
finish that up. It felt great after all the booing and stuff. It’s just a special 
place to go back for me.” 

Those who have been in the locker room when Montreal comes to town 
know the visiting media still give Kotkaniemi plenty of attention. He was 
the No. 3 overall pick by the Canadiens in the 2018 draft, one pick after 
Carolina’s Andrei Svechnikov, but left the team when the Hurricanes’ 
offer sheet in the summer of 2021 went unmatched by then-Habs GM 
Marc Bergevin. 

“It was kind of weird at first when I came here,” Kotkaniemi said. “In 
Montreal, you’re always nervous to go in the room after practice. If you 
had a bad pass or bad shot, you for sure heard about it.” 

Kotkaniemi’s easy-going nature perhaps masked some of those nerves, 
enough so that Brind’Amour said he didn’t think the 22-year-old was 
rattled by the attention he attracts from the French-Canadian press. 

“He’s the kind of kid that it doesn’t look like anything fazes him,” the 
coach said. “He’s always smiling regardless if things are going well or not 
well, and he’s managed to, I think, really kind of keep his cool throughout 
all the ups and downs that he’s had. But I’m sure deep down I think it’s a 
little easier to play here.” 

One can see the easy-going Kotkaniemi getting more and more 
comfortable as he plays his second season in Raleigh, and it has shown 
on the scoresheet. He has 14 points — including a career-high five 
against Tampa Bay on Sunday — in his last 15 games centering 
Carolina’s second line. 

It’s a blueprint the Hurricanes hope will also help their newest forward, 
Jesse Puljujarvi. 

Like Kotkaniemi, Puljujarvi was taken at the top of the draft by a team in 
a Canadian market, going No. 4 overall to the Oilers in the 2016 draft. 
And Puljujarvi, like his countryman and new teammate, often had the 
searing heat of the spotlight on him in Edmonton — especially 
considering Matthew Tkachuk was selected two picks later by rival 
Calgary. 

That pressure can make a hard adjustment for a European player coming 
to North America for the first time even more difficult. 

“Yeah, no doubt, especially for young guys,” Brind’Amour said of the 
media pressure in Canadian markets. “(For) veteran guys who’ve been 
around, it doesn’t matter. But the young guys, it’s tough to come into that. 
And when (that spotlight’s) not there, it’s nice to just be able to, 
sometimes, you can play three or four games and you don’t play so well, 
no one says anything or you don’t have the heat on. 

“Where up there, you make one mistake and everyone talks about it. So 
there’s definitely, I think, a little more ‘take a breath’ here than in those 
other markets, for sure.” 

Kotkaniemi added: “It’s just a great atmosphere (in Raleigh), really calm.” 

Furthermore, Puljujarvi joins a Hurricanes locker room loaded with Finns, 
including Kotkaniemi, Teuvo Teravainen, Antti Raanta and his longtime 
friend and former world juniors teammate, Sebastian Aho — an added 
“comfort factor,” according to Brind’Amour. 

“For sure that helps,” said Puljujarvi, who had 51 goals and 112 points in 
317 games over six seasons up and down the Oilers’ lineup. “I knew 
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those guys before, so it’s a little bit easier to come to a new team that 
way.” 

After sorting out his visa status last week and meeting the team in 
Montreal for Tuesday’s game, Puljujarvi had his first on-ice time with the 
team Thursday during the morning skate ahead of Carolina’s home game 
against the Flyers. 

“It felt good,” he said. “It was fun. A good group of guys and having fun 
there — good skate.” 

He did not play against the Flyers as the Hurricanes continue to help him 
adjust to a new team for the first time in his NHL career. 

“We’ve got to get him at some point,” Brind’Amour said. “I want to give 
him as much time as possible to learn what we’re doing before we just 
throw him out there, because there’s a lot to take in. The more we bring 
in new guys, the more I realize that there’s a lot that we’re throwing at 
guys. But at the same time, we’ve got to get him going.” 

And the Hurricanes are fortunate to have all those Finns, specifically 
Aho, to help him along. 

“I think it’s gonna take a little time to get adjusted to a new system and 
new linemates, everything,” said Aho, who is letting Puljujarvi stay with 
him until he finds his own place and gets settled in Raleigh. “But last 
night he was asking a bunch of questions about just the little details in 
our game, and I feel like he’s already pretty dialed in because he had a 
couple of long meetings with the coaches.” 

Kotkaniemi said having teammates who speak one’s native language 
also helps. 

“You can (speak) to a certain level in English, but Finnish helps a lot 
when you’ve got guys around like Turbo (Teravainen) and Fishy (Aho), 
guys who have been here for a while, know the system and everything. 
So that’s gonna for sure help Jesse.” 

And that Puljujarvi and Aho have known each other a long time — even 
before the 2016 world juniors, when their line with Patrik Laine dominated 
the tournament and led Finland to gold — adds another cushion for a soft 
landing in Carolina. 

“It for sure helps him,” Aho said. “It’s just there’s probably so many 
questions in your head, and you have your buddy who you can ask even 
maybe like a stupid question. He feels like he can just get the answers 
and get comfortable as soon as possible. That’s the key and, yeah, I do 
think it’s gonna help a lot.” 

Puljujarvi, for his part, was quick to deflect any insinuation that the 
pressures in Edmonton contributed to him not living up to his potential 
with the Oilers. 

“It’s a hard league,” he said. “Day after day, you have to be really good, 
and I have good days and sometimes not that good. It was a really good 
six years growing up every day.” 

But his wide smile — one that is reminiscent of Kotkaniemi’s frequent 
grin — showed how excited he is to join the Hurricanes. 

“I guess like a fresh start, a new start,” he said. 
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Knights reach deep into goaltending depth as injuries mount 

 

Ben Gotz  

 

Jonathan Quick, when the Golden Knights needed saves late in the third 
period against the Tampa Bay Lightning, stopped center Brayden Point 
twice from within 10 feet Thursday. 

The 37-year-old goaltender may be nearing the end of what could be a 
Hall of Fame career. But against an active NHL dynasty, he showed he 
can still get it done. Those saves were two of the 34 he made in a 4-3 
overtime win. 

The Knights only hoped to rely on Quick as an insurance policy when 
they acquired him from the Columbus Blue Jackets on March 2. That’s 
no longer an option. Injuries to Robin Lehner, Logan Thompson, Laurent 
Brossoit and Adin Hill mean the two-time Stanley Cup winner is the 
team’s new No. 1. 

Quick showed he could handle that against the Lightning. Now he and 
backup Jiri Patera need to prove they can give the Knights a chance to 
win consistently, starting with a back-to-back against Carolina and St. 
Louis on Saturday and Sunday. 

“With some of the injuries, it presented an opportunity for me to come 
here,” Quick said. “If they need me in the net, I’ll be in the net working. If 
not, I’ll try to help these guys as much as I can.” 

The Knights are as deep into their goaltending depth chart as they’ve 
ever been. 

Patera, who was called up from Henderson on Thursday, is the sixth 
goalie to dress for the team. That’s a franchise record. The Knights would 
set another one if Patera becomes the fifth to get a start. 

All that shuffling has yet to cost them. The Knights have the NHL’s 
seventh-best team save percentage at .911, in part because coach Bruce 
Cassidy’s strong defensive system is working. They’ve gotten good 
performances from Thompson, Brossoit, Hill and now Quick, even with 
Lehner out for the season with a hip injury that required surgery. 

“We’ve liked our goaltending all year,” Cassidy said the day of the Quick 
trade. “I think we came into it with some level of unknown with Robin’s 
injury. They’ve responded very well.” 

The Knights face a different challenge with Thompson, Brossoit and Hill 
all nursing lower-body injuries and not on the current road trip. Using this 
many goaltenders hasn’t gone well for different teams. 

Chicago, Los Angeles, San Jose, Toronto and Vancouver are the only 
other clubs to use four starters this year. Ottawa has had a league-high 
five. 

The Maple Leafs are the only one in the top half of the NHL in team save 
percentage, at ninth (.908). Los Angeles (.883), San Jose (.881) and 
Vancouver (.877) are the bottom three. 

Those teams — minus the Kings — didn’t have anyone with Quick’s 
resume to plug in, however. He’s adapted well in his first two starts with 
the Knights. He’s 2-0 with a .908 save percentage. His track record this 
season is still cause for concern. Quick’s overall .878 save percentage is 
fifth worst among goaltenders with at least 10 appearances. 

Patera, 24, hasn’t made an NHL appearance. The 2017 sixth-round pick 
is having a strong year for the Silver Knights, with a 12-13-1 record, .916 
save percentage and 2.66 goals-against average. Brossoit, playing 
behind the same team, was 8-11-3 with a .909 save percentage and 2.72 
goals-against average. 

Patera may need to be called on with the Knights playing three games 
the last four days of their road trip. If he is, the team is reaching past 
even the insurance policy it just bought for itself for more depth. 

It’s been one of those seasons for the Knights in net. They’ll have to see 
whether a 16-year veteran and rookie can keep it together. Teammates 
who have played with Quick before have confidence in him. 

“He’s just an all-time competitor and unbelievable teammate,” 
defenseman Brayden McNabb said after Quick’s first practice with the 
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Knights. “We acquired a great goalie and a great person. I was pumped 
when I saw it. He’ll do great for us.” 

Contact Ben Gotz at bgotz@reviewjournal.com. Follow @BenSGotz on 
Twitter. 
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Should the Golden Knights be worried about their ability to close out 
games? 

 

Jesse Granger  

 

The Golden Knights watched another late lead slip away Thursday night 
in Tampa Bay, as the Lightning scored two goals in the final two minutes 
and seven seconds of the game to force overtime. 

Both goals came with the goalie pulled at the other end for the extra 
attacker, which has been a troubling trend for Vegas as of late. Over the 
last 10 games, the Golden Knights have given up four goals while facing 
an empty net, which is double the amount of any other team in the NHL 
over that span. 

“For me, I’m thinking about how the game got away from us late,” coach 
Bruce Cassidy told reporters following the game, which Vegas eventually 
won 4-3 in overtime. “It’s a bit of a sticking point for us because it’s 
happened more than once. It’s another game where we had the puck on 
our stick a few times with their goalie out, and we weren’t able to finish 
the game.” 

Tampa Bay rallied from a 3-1 deficit to force overtime late with goals by 
Nikita Kucherov and Brayden Point. Isolated, Thursday’s late-game 
issues aren’t really a concern. The Lightning are among the best in the 
league with an extra man, and the goals were the result of exceptional 
plays by Kucherov and Point. Sometimes, you just have to tip your cap. 
However, this is a continuation of a troubling trend for the Golden 
Knights. 

On Feb. 25, they allowed Dallas to tie the game with a goal by Roope 
Hintz with only 38 seconds left in regulation to force overtime, where the 
Stars won the game 3-2. 

Two games earlier, Vegas allowed Blackhawks forward Tyler Johnson to 
score with only 55 seconds left to force overtime, where Chicago won the 
game 2-1. The game before that, on Feb. 18, the Lightning got a late 
goal from Pierre-Edouard Bellemare with the goalie pulled to cut a 5-3 
deficit to only one goal. 

“Is it one of those years, or is it really problematic?” Cassidy said 
following the Feb. 25 loss to Dallas. “Because I’ll agree with you in the 
playoffs. If you let these games get away, go into overtime, and lose it 
can change a series. So I understand that.” 

Over the course of the entire season, the Golden Knights have given up 
seven goals while facing an empty net, which is the third-most in the 
NHL. That is mostly the result of the recent stretch of games, though. 
Through the first 55 games (prior to Feb. 17), Vegas had given up only 
three goals in those situations, which ranked in the top 10 league-wide. 
Based on the underlying metrics in six-on-five scenarios, the Golden 
Knights had actually defended very well early in the year. 

Prior to Feb. 17 

Stat Per 60 minutes NHL Rank 

Shots against 

47.9 

3rd 

Goals against 

4.64 

6th 

xGoals against 

4.56 

2nd 

HD chances against 

15.45 

1st 

Over the first 55 games, the Golden Knights allowed the fewest high 
danger chances of any team in the league while facing an empty net. 
Their compact, zone defense held opponents out of the slot and forced 
shots from the outside, leading to the sixth-fewest goals allowed per 60 
minutes in those situations. 

In the 10 games since, all of those metrics have plummeted. 

After Feb. 17 

Stat Per 60 minutes NHL Rank 

Shots against 

86.6 

23rd 

Goals against 

24.74 

30th 

xGoals against 

8.52 

22nd 

HD chances against 

24.74 

16th 

Lately, the shots allowed per 60 minutes in these situations has nearly 
doubled, from 47.9 before Feb. 17 to 86.6 after. The Golden Knights rank 
in the bottom third of the league in nearly every metric over that time 
frame, including their save percentage in these scenarios. Over the first 
55 games, their goalies combined for an impressive .903 save 
percentage while facing an empty net. In the last 10 games, that has 
dropped to .714, the fourth-worst mark in the NHL. 

“Right now, you’re accumulating points, and that’s the positive part about 
it,” Cassidy said after the loss to Dallas. “That’s one that we’ll have to go 
back and forth on. They should be wins. We have to sort through that 
and make sure we’re ultra-focused in these last few minutes.” 

It hasn’t just been when the opposition has its goalie pulled lately, either. 
The Golden Knights also gave up a game-tying goal in the third period to 
the Devils at five-on-five on March 3, forcing overtime in that contest. In 
the very next game, they nearly blew a 4-1 lead in the third period, giving 
up two goals to the Montreal Canadiens in a span of less than a minute, 
but eventually held on for 4-3 win in regulation. 

“Tonight, you leave the rink and you go, ‘Why did this have to happen? 
Why do we have to give up three third period goals?’” Cassidy said 
following that game. “Yeah, you win so there’s two sides to it. It’s not 
easy to win in this league. You can’t be upset when you win. You just 
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can’t. It’s too hard to win in this league. You correct, remind, and 
hopefully the players have the same mentality eventually, that let’s get to 
that 60-minute game.” 

The NHL season is long. A trend of any kind over a 10-game span can 
be a blip on the radar, and not necessarily a sign of a fundamental flaw in 
the team. The fact that Vegas was strong at closing games out for the 
majority of the season is a good sign that perhaps this is one of those 
blips, but if these late-game struggles continue over the final 17 games, it 
will be a major concern entering the postseason. 

The Athletic LOADED: 03.11.2023 

1271038 Vegas Golden Knights 

 

Daily Nuggets: Flyers Fire GM, 10 Goals, 10 Game Misconducts 

 

By Owen Krepps  

 

The Vegas Golden Knights survived a chaotic game Thursday night, star 
players are getting injured, and the Philadelphia Flyers made a big 
management decision.  

I'm off for a little day trip today but have articles scheduled to come out 
later in the day. I've never been to Zion National Park or the state of Utah 
for that matter. So here I go. Wish me luck! 

Vegas Golden Knights  

Tampa: Your recap of the Golden Knight's 4-3 overtime victory over the 
Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Penalty Box: A myriad of game misconducts were given out in the game, 
ten, to be exact. 

Emergency: Adin Hill is now out with a lower-body injury and the Golden 
Knights have recalled Jiri Patera from the Silver Knights as a result. 

Vegas: Five unanswered questions for the Golden Knights as we hit the 
stretch run to the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

Sportsnet: The Golden Knights have entered the top five in Sportsnet's 
NHL power rankings. 

Clip of the Day: Let's see that scrum again. 

" 

" 

NHL News and National Hockey Now 

Philly: The Philadelphia Flyers have fired general manager Chuck 
Fletcher and named Danny Briere as a replacement. 

Trade: Your annual reminder that the NHL Trade Deadline doesn't mean 
that trades can't be made afterward, especially in the AHL. 

Dallas: The Dallas Stars put up 10 goals on the Buffalo Sabres in a rout. 

Minnesota: Star Minnesota Wild forward Kirill Kaprizov will miss 3-4 
weeks with a lower-body injury. 

Long Island: The New York Islanders roared and mounted a comeback 
against the Pittsburgh Penguins, winning in overtime. 

Pittsburgh: A "tough loss to swallow" for the Pittsburgh Penguins as they 
continue to hover around the playoff line. 
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Golden Knights Projected To Make Playoffs, But Where? 

 

By Owen Krepps  

 

Over the past couple of seasons, the Pacific Division has had the 
reputation of being one of the most wide-open divisions in the NHL. 
Teams coming in and out of the division, strange COVID alignments, and 
two new expansion teams joining the West have all affected this 
narrative. 

But by decree of playoff formatting, at least three teams from the division 
will make the postseason. Now in the stretch run of the season leading 
up to the Stanley Cup Playoffs, let's take a look at where the Vegas 
Golden Knights and other teams are at to get a better playoff picture. 

Vegas Golden Knights- 84 points (P1) 

Let's start with the Golden Knights themselves. After they stumbled into 
All-Star Weekend, the Golden Knights have collected points in 14 out of 
17 games since the break. Jack Eichel is back producing at a high level, 
and the team's defense is fully-healthy. 

Cause for concern starts in goal, as the Golden Knights are currently 
down to what could be considered their fourth-string goaltender, 
Jonathan Quick, a guy they traded for just a week ago. Goaltending will 
play a critical factor for the Golden Knights in the stretch run and where 
they finish in the standings. 

Remaining Opponents: CAR, STL, PHI, CGY, CBJ, VAN, CGY, EDM, 
EDM, SJS, MIN, MIN, NSH, LAK, DAL, SEA, SEA 

Los Angeles Kings- 84 points (P2) 

Even though it seems as if the Golden Knights are getting their act 
together, they still haven't found any separation from the rest of the 
division. This applies in a literal sense with the LA Kings, who are only 
behind the Golden Knights because of points percentage (VGK .646, 
LAK .636). 

The Kings infamously traded now Golden Knight Jonathan Quick to the 
Columbus Blue Jackets to strengthen their D-corps with Vladislav 
Gavrikov and adjust their goaltending situation, which now is a tandem of 
Joonas Korpisalo and Pheonix Copley. 

They have won five straight games and have no major injuries. 

Remaining Opponents: NSH, NYI, CBJ, VAN, CGY, WPG, STL, CGY, 
EDM, SEA, VAN, EDM, VGK, COL, VAN, ANA 

Golden Knights v Kings This Season: 10/11 4-3 VGK, 12/27 4-2 LAK, 1/7 
5-1 LAK, 4/6 @VGK 7:00 p.m. 

Seattle Kraken- 80 points (P3) 

The Kraken continue to be a surprise and can safely be considered a 
playoff team as they just keep winning. They most recently had their five-
game winning streak snapped by the Ottawa Senators. But they continue 
to score by committee and win as a team.  

Key pieces Andre Burakovsky, Chris Driedger, and Joonas Donskoi are 
currently injured for the team. At the deadline, they stood pat, only 
acquiring Jaycob Megna from the San Jose Sharks. 

It's hard to get a read on how good the Kraken will be in the playoffs. But 
just knowing that they will be in the playoffs is a thing we can take away 
from this team now. They are in a steady progression to get better and 
better as they inch further away from being the new kids on the block. 

Remaining Opponents: DAL, DAL, SJS, EDM, DAL, NSH, NSH, MIN, 
ANA, LAK, ARZ, CHI, ARZ, VGK, VGK 

Golden Knight v Kraken This Season: 10/15 5-2 VGK, 11/25 4-2 SEA, 
4/11 @VGK 7:00 p.m., 4/13 7:30 p.m. 
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Edmonton Oilers- 80 points (WC1) 

The storyline for the Edmonton Oilers remains the same. Can Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl get enough help from the rest of the lineup to 
not only make it into the Stanley Cup Playoffs but reach the ultimate 
goal? Right now, McDavid has 124 points and Draisaitl 97. 

At the deadline, the Oilers made a big splash and added longtime 
Nashville Predator Mattias Ekholm as well as Nick Bjugstad from the 
Coyotes. Evander Kane is currently hurt. Like the Kings, goaltending 
continues to be a big question mark as both Stuart Skinner and Jack 
Campbell continue to split games. 

The Oilers seem bound for the playoffs; the only thing left is to find out if 
they can win enough games to challenge for a top-3 spot in the division. 

Remaining Opponents: TOR, OTT, DAL, SEA, SJS, ARZ, VGK, LAK, 
ANA, LAK, ANA, SJS, COL, SJS 

Golden Knights v Oilers So Far: 11/19 4-3 EDM (OT), 1/14 4-3 EDM, 
3/25 @EDM 7:00 p.m., 3/28 @VGK 7:00 p.m. 

Calgary Flames- 71 points (Out 1) 

The Calgary Flames seem a bit of a way out of making it into the playoff 
picture. But we still have plenty of time left on the season, and compared 
to other teams lower in the standings, they are relevant enough to 
warrant still being in the playoff conversation. 

It's been an overall frustrating season in Calgary after they lost both 
Matthew Tkachuk and Johnny Gaudreau in the offseason. Jonathan 
Hubderdeau and Nazem Kadri have not quite lived up to expectations 
and the contracts they signed this offseason. 

For the third (fourth if you count the Golden Knights) time on this list, we 
have another team going through goaltending troubles. Jakob Markstrom 
is not having the season the Flames expected out of him. Backup Dan 
Vladar hasn't been all that great, either. 

Personally, I don't have faith that the Flames challenge for a spot, let 
alone do anything in the postseason if they make it. But you never know. 

Remaining Opponents: ANA, OTT, ARZ, VGK, DAL, LAK, ANA, VGK, 
SJS, LAK, VAN, ANA, CHI, WPG, VAN, NSH, SJS 

Golden Knights v Flames So Far: 10/18, 3-2 CGY, 2/23 @VGK 7:00 
p.m., 3/16 @VGK 7:00 p.m., 3/23 @CGY 6:00 p.m. 

Others 

The Vancouver Canucks (59 points), Anaheim Ducks (51 points), and 
San Jose Sharks (50 points) are safely out of the playoff race at this point 
in the season. However, given the way that the Wild Card system works, 
it's good to look at the central division real quick too. 

The Dallas Stars lead the division with 83 points, followed by the 
Minnesota Wild with 81 and the Colorado Avalanche with 76. The 
Winnipeg Jets currently occupy the second Wild Card Spot in the West 
with 75 points and could flip-flop with the Avalanche. 

If the playoffs started today the Golden Knights would play the Jets in the 
first round. But it is entirely possible for a first-round matchup against the 
Kings, Kraken, or Oilers too. 
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Golden Knights Who's Hot/Not Index 

 

By Owen Krepps  

 

Welcome to a new type of article here at Vegas Hockey Now. We're 
confident you have seen something like this before. Today we will take a 
look at some of the specific players on the Vegas Golden Knights and 
place them in either the "hot" or "not" categories based on their recent 
play. 

As an overall team, the Golden Knights can safely be placed into the hot 
category themselves. Mistakes have been made, and the team is not 
playing perfect hockey, but they still have collected points in 14 of their 
last 17 games.  

As head coach Bruce Cassidy says, "You can't be upset with losses; it's 
too hard to win in this league." 

HOT: Jack Eichel 

Jack Eichel is on a tear. He has eight goals and eight assists in his last 
13 games and has re-emerged as the leader of the team post-All-Star 
Break with Mark Stone out of the lineup. He's playing confidently with the 
puck, and his skating, speed, and shot have been on display in this last 
stretch of games. 

The focus for Eichel right now can only be to continue his play without 
getting hurt and to carry it into the playoffs. 

NOT: Chandler Stephenson 

On the flip side, perhaps the Golden Knight's next-best forward, All-Star 
Chandler Stephenson, is struggling. He has three two points in the last 
ten games and just snapped a 12-game goal drought. He's still a vital 
part of the team's attack and powerplay, but the points have simply not 
been coming for him. 

Much of it could be a result of his once-strong line of him, Phil Kessel, 
and Will Carrier both cooling down and then losing Carrier to injury. 
Bruce Cassidy switched up his lines Thursday and put Stephenson with 
William Karlsson and Reilly Smith. Perhaps this continues to get him 
scoring. 

HOT: Adin Hill 

Even with the recent news of another lower-body injury taking him out of 
the lineup again, Adin Hill's recent play deserves to be in the hot 
category. He started three important games for the VGK against the 
Carolina Hurricanes, New Jersey Devils, and Florida Panthers.  

In all three games, he was excellent, making a combined 118 saves and 
giving up just seven goals for a .941 sv% in those three games. 

NOT: William Karlsson 

Like Stephenson, William Karlsson is still a critical part of the Golden 
Knights doing everything from killing penalties, to creating scoring 
chances off the rush. He also most recently broke a goal drought, this 
one being a 15-gamer against the Lightning. He now has a goal and two 
assists in his last nine games. 

HOT: Shea Theodore 

Offense from the blue line is something every good team needs, and 
Shea Theodore is providing just that. The blue-liner has 14 points in 14 
games and has re-emerged after being injured for 15 straight games.  

His offense, and the fact that the VGK now have a full healthy unit of six 
defensemen, is a key reason why the team is winning so much lately. 

NOT: Paul Cotter 

Paul Cotter's recent slump cost him a spot in the team's lineup before 
Will Carrier subsequently got hurt, which brought him right back in. The 
rookie has struggled with consistency all season and has not scored in 
his last eight games. Ivan Barbashev has replaced him on the top line 
with Jack Eichel and Jonathan Marchessault, and now Cotter finds 
himself shuffling through the lineup and being benched frequently. 

HOT: Ivan Barbashev 
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Since being acquired from the St. Louis Blues, Ivan Barbashev has two 
goals and three assists for five points in six games as a Golden Knight. 
His ability to be a net-front presence is something that the VGK have 
lacked since Mark Stone went out with another back injury. If his 
chemistry with Jack Eichel continues to develop, the Golden Knights 
might have found a perfect complementary player that they could extend 
in the offseason. 

NOT: Phil Kessel 

The surprisingly successful line of Chandler Stephenson, Will Carrier, 
and Phil Kessel has had its production fade, and Carrier get injured. Now 
both Stephenson and Kessel find themselves on this list. Kessel has one 
assist in the last eleven games and is once again being benched 
alongside Brett Howden and Paul Cotter when the team finds themselves 
in tight games. 
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Devils’ Erik Haula finally changing fortunes after ‘embarrassing’ season 
start 

 

By Ryan Novozinsky | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com 

Devils forward Erik Haula didn’t beat around the bush when detailing his 
unfortunate puck luck this season. 

“I mean, we’ve all seen my season so far,” Haula said. “The start of the 
year was kind of crazy and just having a shooting percentage of three is 
insane, it’s almost embarrassing.” 

After another hot game against Washington Thursday, Haula, who has 
the second worst goals scored above expected rating in the NHL this 
season (minus-10.1), is finally ditching that “embarrassing” start in the 
past. 

He has seven points (three goals and four assists) this month and a 
27.3% shooting percentage. It’s a tiny sample size, but Haula is tied for 
the seventh most points in the league since March 1. 

Like coach Lindy Ruff mentioned in his postgame press conference: 
Haula “is like climate change. He’s hot.” He always had the fundamentals 
– persistence on defense, face-off percentage (55.7%), aggression (77 
hits) – but Haula is actually finishing, which put a smile on his face after 
the Devils beat the Capitals, 3-2. 

“I’m getting some bounces now and it feels good,” said Haula, who 
scored a power play goal in the second period. 

His teammates are feeling the surge, too. The Devils have a 4-2 goal 
differential and a 70.64% expected goals percentage when Haula is on 
the ice at five-on-five in the last five games – which is the fifth best 
among forwards. 

He’s been placed with a few different linemates this week (Jesper Bratt 
and Jesper Boqvist), but his connection with Ondrej Palat is proving 
strong – which could make for a lethal third-line in the Devils’ postseason 
run. 

When Palat and Haula play together at five-on-five this season, the 
Devils are piling on high danger chances (35-9), controlling possession 
(60.91% Corsi percentage) and out-shooting teams 73-43. 

Two cerebral players, Haula and Palat are always seeking the most 
dangerous chance. When Haula scored on Capitals goalie Darcy 
Kuemper Thursday, he was trying to feed Palat on a backdoor shot. 

“I just saw a hole there right under the bar,” Haula said, “It just trickled 
right in. I was looking for my buddy Pally backdoor, but I got a nice 
bounce.” 

In addition to his recent on-ice dominance, Haula has emerged as one of 
the Devils’ most passionate locker room voices. When asked a vague 
question about team leadership two weeks ago, Bratt brought up Haula – 
praising him for his accountability methods and postseason experience 
(30 points in 61 career playoff games). 

“They’ve helped a lot – especially Haula,” Bratt said of the Devils’ veteran 
players. “Haula has been the strong voice of the team, has been really 
pushing all the guys toward ‘being comfortable being uncomfortable.’ He 
really puts high pressure on himself and the other guys.” 
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It’s time for struggling Jets to be accountable: Wheeler 

 

Mike McIntyre  

 

CORAL SPRINGS, Fla. — The Winnipeg Jets are feeling the heat. We’re 
not talking about the temperature in sunny south Florida that surged to 
an unseasonably high 30 C by Friday afternoon. 

“Great teams are forged in fire,” veteran winger Blake Wheeler said as he 
stepped outside the Florida Panthers practice facility following his team’s 
hour-long skate. 

“So, it’s a great opportunity for us to stick together and deal with some 
adversity.” 

The Jets (36-26-3) have that in spades right now, with just two wins to 
show for the last 11 games. Although they currently occupy the final wild-
card playoff spot in the Western Conference, the Calgary Flames and 
Nashville Predators are hot on their heels with less than five weeks to go 
in the regular season. 

John Woods / THE CANADIAN PRESS 

Other than the fact they had trouble solving Marc-Andre Fleury, the Jets 
dominated the Minnesota Wild on Wednesday night. 

“Sticking together. Not pointing fingers, just taking responsibility for 
what’s transpired the last little bit,” Wheeler, the former captain, said 
when asked what is the key to getting back on track. 

“Obviously, when you’re going through a tough stretch, you’ve got to walk 
that fine line of squeezing too hard and pushing too hard and still bringing 
confidence to the table. When you’re playing your best hockey, you don’t 
feel like you’re forcing it or trying hard. You’re just kind of able to go out 
and play. It’s kind of a tight-rope act, but I think for the veteran guys on 
the team, it’s a matter of giving a lot of confidence and enthusiasm in the 
dressing room.” 

The Jets can use all the help they can get on this critical three-game trip, 
starting with what should be an equally desperate Panthers squad on 
Saturday night. Head coach Paul Maurice’s crew is currently below the 
Eastern Conference post-season line, trailing the Pittsburgh Penguins by 
four points (prior to their game Friday night against the Chicago 
Blackhawks). 

“We’re going to be watching that game very closely,” Jets coach Rick 
Bowness said of the unique situation of having three NHL teams in the 
same city at one time (Florida, Chicago and Winnipeg). 

No doubt the Jets hope they can catch a tired Panthers club which will be 
playing for a second straight night, albeit on home ice. After that, it’s on 
to Tampa Bay on Sunday (the Lightning host the Blackhawks on 
Saturday night), then wrap up Tuesday in Raleigh against the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 
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“(Players) know the importance of the weekend, clearly. We’re going to 
have to get a couple wins here,” said Bowness. 

JOHN WOODS / THE CANADIAN PRESS 

Minnesota Wild’s Mats Zuccarello (36) and Ryan Hartman (38) celebrate 
Hartman’s goal against Winnipeg Jets goaltender Connor Hellebuyck 
(37) during the second period Wednesday. 

There are no moral victories, especially at this time of year, but the Jets 
have liked their last two outings. They carried the play against both the 
San Jose Sharks (a 3-2 overtime loss on Monday) and the Minnesota 
Wild (a 4-2 loss on Wednesday). 

“The guys know that we’re playing a lot better the last couple of games,” 
said Bowness. “No one is happy that we lost three of those points when 
we played so well, clearly. But the most important thing is feel good 
about how the team game was, and the team games was very good for 
both of those games.” 

The Jets are once again dealing with injury issues, with centre Pierre-Luc 
Dubois ruled out for both games in Florida with an upper-body ailment. 
Forward Cole Perfetti is also out of the lineup long term with a suspected 
shoulder issue. 

“We probably played our best hockey, ironically, when we weren’t fully 
healthy in the early part of the season,” Wheeler said. “It’s nothing new 
for our team. We’ve been battling through it all year and it’s obviously 
difficult when you’re losing the calibre of players that we’re missing right 
now. But it’s just a matter of guys are getting opportunities now.” 

And capitalizing on those opportunities. 

The Jets simply aren’t scoring enough lately, with the power play going 
ice cold and several top players such as Wheeler, Kyle Connor, Nikolaj 
Ehlers and Mark Scheifele snakebitten. Throw in a lack of secondary 
offence that has been an issue all year, and some recent struggles from 
No. 1 goalie Connor Hellebuyck, and you have the recipe for recent 
struggles. 

“You need them at their best, both on the ice and off the ice, in the room, 
in practice, on the bench,” Bowness said of the club’s difference-makers, 
who he expects will quickly elevate their games as the pressure really 
ramps up now. 

“The team has responded when we’ve had bad games or bad periods. 
That has to come from the leadership in the room.” 

JOHN WOODS / THE CANADIAN PRESS 

Winnipeg Jets’ Neal Pionk (4) and Minnesota Wild’s Mason Shaw (15) 
collide during the second period Wednesday. 

Wheeler, 36, is on record as saying he knows his time to win is fleeting, 
with one more year left on his contract after this season. Allowing a once-
promising season to circle the drain would be tough to swallow. 

“It’s just a lot of opportunity ahead of you. It’s exciting to be in the 
conversation for the playoffs and potentially having a chance to go on a 
run,” he said of the current mindset. 

“It’s a tale of… every stretch of the season is different. There are things 
in the first part of the season that we liked but it’s a different time of the 
year and teams are a lot different. It’s kind of ramping up to that playoff 
intensity. It’s a big stretch for us right now.” 

Winnipeg spent much of Friday’s on-ice session focusing on the 
sputtering power play, and Bowness saw signs of progress. 

“It’ll be up to them, really. You watch them (in practice), the puck was 
snapped around, they were moving it, and they were scoring goals,” said 
Bowness. 

“We get in the games and we slow it down. We’ve got to take our 
practice mentality into the game and be a little more desperate with a 
little more urgency. They can do it. They do it in practice, and we’re 

pressuring the heck out of them, and they were moving the puck. We get 
in the games and we slow it up too much. We hang onto it and we’re not 
moving to support each other. So, when I say it’s up to them, they have 
to do the things we’re telling them to do in practice in a game.” 
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Namestnikov comes as advertised 

 

Mike McIntyre  

 

CORAL SPRINGS, Fla. — He still hasn’t had much of a chance to stop 
and catch his breath. However, Vladislav Namestnikov is feeling more 
comfortable with each passing day as he adjusts to his new 
surroundings. 

That includes a return to the middle of the ice, with the Winnipeg Jets 
pressing their newest player into a key position following an injury to 
Pierre-Luc Dubois. 

Namestnikov, 30, will suit up on Saturday night against the Florida 
Panthers on a line between Nikolaj Ehlers and Blake Wheeler. The 
Russian product made his debut there on Wednesday in Winnipeg’s 4-2 
loss to the Minnesota Wild. 

John Woods / THE CANADIAN PRESS 

Vladislav Namestnikov, the newest Winnipeg Jet, is quickly adjusting to 
his new surroundings. 

“Honestly, I didn’t really,” Namestnikov told the Free Press when asked if 
he envisioned being the second-line centre less than a week after he was 
obtained in a trade from the San Jose Sharks. 

“I was just coming in with an open mind. Wherever the coaches see me 
and need me, I’ll play there. I’ve played centre before, so I’m comfortable 
in that position.” 

Namestnikov has registered a pair of assists in his first three games with 
the Jets and has come as advertised. He’s a strong skater and tenacious 
forechecker with some offensive upside who can play up and down the 
lineup. 

“Very comfortable with him in any situation out there,” Jets coach Rick 
Bowness said Friday. “He has a very high Hockey IQ, and you can put 
those guys in any position. I was very comfortable putting him in that 
position for Dubie, and that line looked good.” 

Dubois has been ruled out until Tuesday’s game in Carolina at the 
earliest. 

“He’s a really smart player,” Wheeler said of Namestnikov. “He keeps the 
game simple, he’s easy to read off of. You kind of know where he’s going 
to go, you know where the puck is going to go. I’ve enjoyed it. He’s fit in 
really well.” 

Indeed, an argument can be made that Winnipeg’s two best players over 
the last few games have been Namestnikov and the other trade addition, 
Nino Niederreiter, who is on the other top offensive line with Mark 
Scheifele and Kyle Connor. 

Namestnikov began this year with the Tampa Bay Lightning and played 
centre for the first dozen games until some injured players returned and 
he moved back to the wing. He was traded to San Jose for former Jets 
forward Michael Eyssimont, then flipped to Winnipeg in exchange for a 
fourth-round draft pick. 

It’s been a whirlwind first week in his new hockey home. 
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“Whenever you come in on a new team it’s different strategies, different 
systems. You kind of have to pick it up day by day,” said Namestnikov. 
“With each practice you kind of feel more comfortable. You learn more 
about the routes and that kind of thing. I think that’s the main challenge. 
But as you move forward it comes eventually.” 

It also helps to get out on the road with your new teammates. 

“Yeah, for sure. You go out for dinners and to lunches with the guys. You 
kind of get to know everyone on a personal level,” said Namestnikov. 
“We had a team dinner (Thursday). I got to know a lot of the guys more, 
and hopefully we can continue that.” 

Namestnikov will get to face his most recent former team — we’re not 
counting the Sharks, since he never even reported to them — when the 
Jets play the Lightning on Sunday. 

“It’s just another game,” he said. “Just focus on the Winnipeg Jets. The 
way we need to play. These are very important games coming up, so just 
focus on that.” 

He does have fond memories of his time in Tampa, especially during the 
2017-18 season when he scored a career-high 20 goals, along with 24 
assists, while primarily playing on a line with Steven Stamkos and Nikita 
Kucherov. 

“It was a lot of fun. That year, it felt like everything was working, clicking. 
It was definitely a great experience,” he said. 

Although he’s now seen as more of a secondary depth-type player, the 
pending unrestricted free agent believes he still has plenty of offence to 
offer, 

“I’m the same player that I was back then,” said Namestnikov. “I think as 
I’ve played more games in the league I’ve become more responsible. 
Like on the defensive side. I can play up and down the lineup. So 
wherever coaches see me on different teams, that’s not up to me. I just 
have to go out there and play.” 
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Good in practice, Jets power play needs to get it going when it counts 

 

Scott Billeck 

 

The team was reportedly snapping it around during their on-ice session, 
creating the desired movement that’s been absent during a lengthy 
famine. 

After going 0-for-9 combined during their previous two games — both 
losses — the power play is just 6-for-41 (14.6%) dating back to Feb. 16, 
when their run of nine losses in 11 games began. 

So as good as it may appear on the practice ice, translating that to game 
action has been a struggle. 

“We get in the games and we slow it down,” Bownes said. “We’ve got to 
take our practice mentality into the game and be a little more desperate 
with a little more urgency. They can do it. They do it in practice, and 
we’re pressuring the heck out of them, and they were moving the puck.” 

Why both units seem to tense up is anyone’s guess. 

Kyle Connor, after Wednesday’s 4-2 loss to the Minnesota Wild, couldn’t 
explain it. 

“I’m not sure,” he said. 

Bowness didn’t shuffle around his personnel on Friday, opting to stick 
with the same five guys that haven’t been able to get it done lately. 

Mark Scheifele and Kyle Connor switched sides at times out on the wing, 
but that’s something the team tried earlier this week in practice but never 
rolled out during the game. 

Blake Wheeler, who has been back on the top unit with Pierre-Luc 
Dubois previously shelved with a lower-body injury and is now out with 
an upper-body ailment, was moved back to the right-wing half-wall, a 
spot he used to thrive in. 

“Certainly, you’d like to step up in big moments and have your power play 
firing on all cylinders,” Wheeler said. “A lot of teams have won Stanley 
Cups without a power play so I don’t think it’s at the top of our priority list, 
but it would give us a good boost to get some of our top guys feeling 
good on the power play and get a couple of big goals, for sure.” 

Dubois, meanwhile, won’t factor into either of this weekend’s games (at 
the Panthers Saturday and in Tampa to face the Lightning to close out 
the back-to-back on Sunday), Bowness said. 

The 68-year-old said there’s a possibility the centre, who didn’t join the 
team on the charter on Thursday, could link up with the club when they 
face Carolina in Raleigh on Tuesday. 

Dubois is second to Scheifele with nine power-play goals this season. 

His absence only further compounds the power-play problem, which has 
proven fatal during a stretch where 5-on-5 scoring hasn’t come in droves. 

Still, Bowness appears to be content trying to run the same five guys out 
on their top unit, leaving Nikolaj Ehlers — their top zone-entry player on 
the power play — to pick up the scraps in the second grouping. 

That decision remains a mystery, especially given the top unit’s 
inconsistency when it comes to gaining the zone, let alone keeping it 
there. 

Ehlers’s speed coupled with his world-class shot provides a different 
element that Bowness has been reluctant to look to, suggesting a couple 
of weeks ago that there wasn’t enough room for both the Dane and 
Scheifele on the same unit because they both want to play in the same 
spot. 

Winnipeg’s situation is bordering on becoming too dire to be thinking 
about appeasing certain players. 

Wheeler confident after recent performances 

There’s been a shift in Winnipeg’s play over their past two games, and 
despite both of them ending up on the wrong side of the ledger, Wheeler 
believes the style of play will eventually result in wins. 

“The reality of the situation is there was a stretch where we weren’t 
playing well at all and we deserved our fate,” he said. “The last handful of 
games, we’ve been quite a bit better and you can see signs of the team 
that we had in the first half of the season.” 

In Wheeler’s defence, the team was goalie’d by Morweena product 
James Reimer in a 3-2 overtime loss to the San Jose Sharks on Monday 
and witnessed a similar situation in Wednesday’s loss to the Wild after 
Marc-Andre Fleury made 46 saves. 

With 17 games left and the Calgary Flames hot on their heels, the team 
knows the importance of this three-game road trip. 

“We’re going to have to get a couple wins here,” Bowness said. “No one 
is happy that we lost three of those points when we played so well, 
clearly. But the most important thing is feel good about how the team 
game was, and the team games was very good for both of those games.” 
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Winnipeg Jets star Connor Hellebuyck opens up about mental health, 
children’s book: ‘I know my truths’ 
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Murat Ates  

 

Connor Hellebuyck and I are standing outside the Jets dressing room. 

Winnipeg has just dropped back-to-back games, getting outscored 9-1 by 
the Avalanche and Islanders in a crucial homestand that was meant to 
turn the struggling Jets around. The next day, Feb. 28, they’ll lose their 
fourth straight game. This would not traditionally be Hellebuyck’s 
favourite time to have an extensive, emotional, one-on-one conversation 
with a reporter, but today’s topic is too important to him to miss. 

We’re talking about mental health, starting with his children’s book, 
released in January — and Hellebuyck is dialled in. He’s going to places 
in his childhood, sharing personal stories and talking about some of the 
biggest stressors that face an elite NHL athlete. He’s even a bit 
prophetic: At one point, he asks me to imagine the difference between a 
player overcoming their struggles when the whole city has their back 
compared to when they receive sarcastic applause. 

Hellebuyck wants to use his platform to be a positive force, helping kids 
develop mental health skills and awareness that he or I might not have 
had growing up. That’s why he’s going deep on a difficult day. 

His book, co-authored with Steinbach writer Thom Van Dycke, is cleverly 
constructed. “Bucky Beats the Blues” tells the story of a young buck who 
must learn how to cope when his dear friend Joe moves away from their 
hometown. “Is Something Wrong With Weasel?” is about a group of 
friends realizing that Weasel has the blues and they need an adult to 
help Weasel out. They’re separate stories which meet in the middle of 
the same book, with Coach Bucky, now fully grown, ready to provide the 
adult help that Weasel needs. 

The book’s message is about finding adults who can help, even when 
kids can’t. It begins with resources, including The Kids’ Help Phone. All 
proceeds from its sale go to Project 11 — True North’s initiative to help 
students and teachers develop mental health awareness and positive 
coping skills. There is even a framed No. 11 Rick Rypien jersey on one 
cover. 

Here is Hellebuyck on the importance of mental health, on his own 
struggles and growth, what it’s like to be vulnerable in such a public 
setting and how he’s handled some of the most difficult times of his 
career. 

Note: Transcript is edited slightly for clarity. 

I’m grateful for the chance to get into this. First off, why was it important 
for you to release this book? 

Once people started talking about mental health, I realized that this is 
something that I’ve been working on my own life, my own career, for the 
last 10 years. I just called it a hockey skill but I think it’s more than that 
and I wanted to use kind of what I’ve been going through over the last 10 
years as a head start for anyone just getting into it. I thought it was 
important for me to start with the youth. When I was younger, I was 
grateful to learn it when I did — or to start learning it when I did. But I 
wanted to help the next generation. 

I reflect on my own childhood. I’m older than you are. Growing up, we 
didn’t talk about it — or if we did, it was in such a general sense. In my 
high school, somebody passed away so a guidance counsellor went to 
every room. He said, “If you want to reach out, you can,” And that felt like 
the extent of the mental health conversation. How does that compare to 
what you experienced growing up and the difference that you want to 
create? 

I think that was pretty similar. I think it was more, “Tough it out.” Which I 
agree: toughing it out is a part of mental health. But it’s a portion of it. 
You’ve got to know when’s the right time to tough it out, when’s the right 
time to talk and when’s the right time to let some emotions go. You’ve got 
to know when’s the right time to pull back and when’s the right time to 

reach out to your neighbours and your friends and to look at your 
community. I think that’s why it’s so important — because there’s so 
many skills that go with it. 

Growing up, there was a lot of “tough it out” and “figure it out.” Now, I 
think we’re starting to realize that (it’s important to) talk to someone and 
then come to that conclusion, whether it’s tough it out or talk to someone. 
I think getting help, getting outside help, getting wiser help, getting adult 
help is crucial for the younger generation to not have to do this alone. 
There’s people who want to help and want to give their advice and help 
guide you in the right direction. Because sometimes you do make a 
mistake and that’s OK, too. 

In the book, Weasel is not having a good time. The kids, they clearly care 
— everybody in the book is empathetic for Weasel — but nothing they try 
works. So I think I see the same message in it: there’s certain situations 
where you need adults or outside help. 

Absolutely. And to even go further, it’s showing the other kids to keep on 
a lookout, keep on guard and do what you can to help your friends. And 
not only that, it’s kind of a message to adults as well that this could be 
around you: You could be the help. I want to say to keep on guard, too, 
to make sure you have those conversations with your kids and the 
people that you’re close with. Just to make sure everyone’s in good 
mental health — or has mental status, I think, is a better word. 

One of the things that surprised me. It’s trade deadline season, maybe 
I’m a little underslept and not quite 100 percent, but I’m pretty close … 
When I was reading about Bucky’s friend Joe in the book … One of my 
best friends from childhood died this summer. 

I’m sorry to hear that. 

I appreciate that. It was a surprise and the more we learn, it wasn’t 
suicide but depression was related. I’ve spent so much time like Bucky’s 
character: “I can’t tell my friend this great story that happened.” There 
was a resonance with me, even as an adult. Bucky’s feelings were my 
exact feelings. Is there a sense that your book’s message is for the 
parents who are reading it to kids as well? 

Absolutely. I think the suicide rate is way too high, period. And this is for 
everyone who is willing to listen. This isn’t just a message for the youth. I 
think it starts with them, to get it potentially out of our society — or to at 
least help — but it’s for the parents, too, because adults side with each 
other. Parents can help each other. I mean, everyone’s got a friend that 
they can think of that might be sad or might have a down week or a down 
year. Sometimes it’s just being there. You see so many interviews these 
days where just being there, being present, is so important. 

Like the coach in your book. 

Yeah. 

One of the things I wonder about is that, when I pursue my mental health 
… I speak to a therapist once a month. Part of it was mental health is 
health so I want to explore it, period, and part of it was I was going 
through some stuff. When I pursue my own mental health, I get to do it 
privately. I get to make mistakes, say ignorant things, work through my 
stuff, and be wrong in a place that’s safe. As a professional athlete in the 
public eye, we almost ask you to be spokespeople for things like this 
while you’re working on your own life. Is that awkward balance something 
you think about? 

I do, yes. I mean, that’s why we’re professional athletes. That’s part of it 
— having the lights on us all the time. And that’s always my message to 
the media. Sometimes, when you guys are writing negative articles, 
remember our side of it — where we’re trying and we’re working on 
things. Just have a sense that we’re not just giving up. And I think it’s so 
important to relay that message. Because I know, when we’re in the 
locker room with you guys all the time — or even our fans cheering when 
we get a shot on net — little things like that, that does add up to us. And 
we handle it very well but imagine, just imagine a team that has the 
whole city behind their back and the media behind their back and how 
good they’re gonna feel. And how much easier it is to come out of bad 
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weeks or bad years and to work on themselves, not only as people but 
as hockey players. 

That’s something to think about. I mean, I wrote negatively after (the Jets’ 
5-1 loss to Colorado.) This is a slight pivot, but how do you approach 
knowing that the criticism you get comes from people who don’t 
understand the nuances of your position nearly as well as you do? 

For me, I just tune it out. I know my truths and I know my reality. I just 
kind of push it aside. And then, I call people if I need to call someone. 
Joe in the book is actually a personal friend of mine. Anytime I go 
through a bad week, I just give him a call and see how he’s seeing the 
game and how he’s seeing my game, and how my mental health is, 
because he knows right away. He knows how to pump me up and he 
knows how I’m feeling. We’re really close, he’s in my personal bubble. 
But yeah, I mean there’s facts, and there’s statistical facts. But they don’t 
always tell the whole story. 

If you could see how much we care and how much we’re trying, I think 
you could see the other side of it. I mean, I get that negative articles, 
sometimes they’re just facts. But imagine if you threw in there, this is also 
what we’re doing well. Then, when someone reads it, they’re like, “OK, I 
am doing this well. I’m going to improve on this or try to get rid of that.” 
That’s what I mean by having everyone behind us or having the media 
behind us. If the fans know we’re trying, they’re going to start cheering at 
little things that we’re doing well — and that goes a long way. 

That’s kind of what the book is still kind of jabbing at a little bit. The kids 
are seeing Weasel down, they’re saying hey would you like to do this, 
let’s do this. And he’s still not into it. That’s when they finally had to bring 
the adult in. That’s where it tells my backstory about fishing and how Joe 
went away, how I didn’t get to do that anymore, and how I still wanted to 
do it. So it’s so important to see the positives and to really work on the 
positives. I mean, the negatives are there. We all see it. That’s how we 
improve. Failures are there. But how do we take the positives from it? 

There’s two fascinating directions to go from there. I want to ask: Is there 
a childhood version of Joe from your life? Is there a friend that you lost or 
who went away like Joe in the book? 

Not necessarily. I mean, all the characters are true to my life. I didn’t lose 
Joe. I met him later in my life. But it’s a good storyline: what all of my 
friends do for me is in there and we made it into a storyline. So like I said, 
I have my personal bubble and Joe is in that personal bubble. If I were to 
lose him, I would be devastated. So this would happen if that scenario 
did happen, if that makes sense. 

Yes, totally. You can imagine this scenario. You have the emotional 
intelligence to explore it even if it’s not how it went down. 

Exactly. 

I wanted to ask you: Your book makes space for Weasel to cry. When I 
was a kid, a professional athlete would not talk about that. Was that 
particularly important to include or just something that happened in the 
story? 

I think, when you’re looking at the younger generation, you’re still figuring 
out your emotions. And crying does happen. Randomly, sometimes. As 
I’m raising my kid, I see it now. You can’t suppress every single emotion. 
Sometimes you’ve got to let them go. That’s when you realize, I don’t 
know why I actually felt that way. That’s a building block. That’s part of 
“tough it out.” But sometimes, it’s like “OK, I’m going to learn how to 
control and show the right emotion.” So that’s kind of the point there. I 
don’t know if people pick up on that. But it’s a children’s book, it doesn’t 
need to work like that. It’s more, “Let’s open this up, let’s learn to talk 
about it and make sure that the line of communication is strong.” 

For me, part of this is talking about the book as a kid’s book and part of it 
is I get to geek out and “book report” it and be like, “This book says 
something about Connor Hellebuyck’s values.” 

Exactly. 

Do you combine sports psych in terms of performance and habits with 
the therapy side of mental health in your own life? 

A little bit. I think that’s why I get along with Flats (Wade Flaherty) so 
well, our goalie coach. Every now and then I’ll just let it go. I’ll let my 
emotions go to him and I’ll just be sitting there and I’ll just be devastated 
after a game or just mind-blown, and I don’t know what to think. I’ll just sit 
there. It will take me 15 to 20 minutes and he’ll sit down with me and we’ll 
talk it through. Me and Joe used to go over the good, the bad and the 
ugly after every single game. And that helped just get that game out. But 
now at this level, we have so much more added stress. It’s really hard to 
explain to people but I’ll just let it go and I’ll wipe my mind clean. We’ll 
just let it all out. Let every emotion I’m feeling out. Then, the next day, 
we’ll be back to work, and it will be clean. I’ll have a clean brain and I 
think it’s so important: When you’re building up that stress, just let it all 
out. Wipe it clean and start fresh. Start new. 

I imagine you weren’t born with the ability to flush things out in that way. 
Can you look back and see milestones in your own growth? 

Absolutely. Near the end of my junior year, I went on a bit of a bad 
stretch and me and Joe went over it. “Don’t overthink things.” That was a 
big part of my growth right there, learning what reality is in those tough 
moments. 

Then I got to college and I didn’t play for the first month. I wasn’t used to 
that. I learned how to deal with grinding and practising really hard and 
really putting the balls to the wall when I could. The rest of that is history. 
Then I got to the AHL and a similar thing happened — and this time, I 
was able to do that right away. Hop right into that. That was big growth 
that I could take from my college days to my pro days: same ideas, same 
thoughts, same balls-to-the-wall grinding. I knew what to do to make 
myself succeed and help the team succeed. 

Then I got to the NHL. Paul (Maurice) was pretty hard on me as a rookie. 
He pulled me eight times. That was something I’d never been through. I 
had to learn how to learn and get better at a very, very stressful level with 
everyone looking down on me. The media wasn’t very nice to me that 
year. I learned to tune them out a little bit. I knew the team needed more 
out of me so I had to learn how to grasp that. There was a big growing 
moment there … And then the next year, I could have won the Vezina. I 
think what I learned there was how to deal with all of the stress and deal 
with all of the negativity around me and use it as a positive. 

I want to close with this. Part of my prep for this was reading everything I 
could find that people have written about you. In Kristina Rutherford’s 
story at Sportsnet, she talks about how your dad watched you track a 
bug crawling across the floor and he could tell that you had a truly unique 
ability to focus on things. I also perceive you to have an emotional 
intelligence that is also unique. As an adult, I imagine your strengths in 
these areas are part of what puts you in the Vezina conversation, on the 
very short list for the best in the world at your job. When you were a kid, 
did these things that make you so unique ever make life hard for you? 

It’s hard to say. When you live, it just feels normal. Looking back, maybe 
it was a little bit tough, but I don’t recall … I think one of my strengths is 
my adaptability. I think anytime I ran into a scenario like that, I was quick 
to adapt. And when I was 18, I watched “The Secret.” And ‘The Secret” is 
all about a belief system. If you truly believe something is going to 
happen, you’re just going to … Everything that you look forward to is you 
are going to do this. So for me, I set out to win the Vezina and the 
Stanley Cup. That was my main goal set. That I’m going to have one day. 
Everything that I did to reach that point was about changing the way I 
behaved. What would that person do? What would that person have 
gone through and have done to achieve those goals? So all these 
failures and roadblocks I ran into, I thought, “OK, well how would that 
person have handled that?” I think that’s where you learn to adapt really 
quickly. It doesn’t ever knock you down. It just sets you on a new path. 

Is that person theoretical? Like you’re imagining the best version of you? 
Or is it someone specific like Dominik Hasek? Or, like, your dad? 
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It really could be either. For me, it was theoretical: myself in that 
scenario. But you could say, “OK, I’m going to be The Dominator. What 
would I do to be the next him?” My guy was theoretical. 

This was fascinating. Thank you. 

Thank you. 
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LeBrun: Who’s next on the NHL’s GM hot seat after Flyers fire Chuck 
Fletcher? 

 

Pierre LeBrun  

 

The Flyers kicked off NHL pink-slip season Friday, announcing that 
Chuck Fletcher is out as general manager and Danny Briere is now in the 
big chair. 

There are few nicer people in the game than Fletcher. He’s total class. 
But it’s fair to say this wasn’t a shocking decision. It has felt, really since 
last summer, like the clock was ticking on Fletcher as general manager in 
Philadelphia after a couple of disappointing seasons. 

Enter Briere, and don’t let that official “interim” tag as GM fool you — he’s 
very much got a chance at being the full-time GM there. I’d be pretty 
surprised if he wasn’t at the end of the Flyers’ process. 

Even back in his playing days, Briere was a thoughtful type who gave the 
impression that one day he would be GM material — just like his old 
Sabres teammate Chris Drury. 

If people can stay out of Briere’s way in Philadelphia, he could be a really 
good one. But it’s the Flyers, so who knows? 

My pal Scott Burnside wrote an excellent profile on Briere for The Athletic 
three years ago, which certainly left one with the impression that Briere 
was working his way up the management ranks. And that’s exactly what 
he’s done, work his way up. 

Then came the GM interviews in Montreal last season, when Briere 
ended up as a final-round candidate for the job Kent Hughes got, 
impressing the Habs along the way in those interviews. 

So this day was coming at some point. It was just a matter of when. 

We’ve also had a GM change in Nashville, where Barry Trotz is taking 
over for Hockey Hall of Famer David Poile on July 1. 

Those two moves shift the league’s exec landscape. Could they be just 
the start? Let’s take a look at other GM situations around the league: 

Kyle Dubas, Maple Leafs 

Hey, did you know the Leafs GM was on an expiring deal? 

Toronto is trying to finally get out of the first round of the playoffs, is 
having another excellent regular season, and no GM was busier ahead of 
the trade deadline. It’s all out there. This is it, either way. 

Personally, I believe Maple Leaf Sports and Entertainment should have 
made this decision last summer. Extend Dubas or cut him loose. (I would 
have extended him.) Putting your GM in a lame-duck situation in the 
NHL’s biggest market wasn’t ideal. It’s OK in most NHL markets, but not 
in Toronto. Same reason Habs owner Geoff Molson couldn’t let Marc 
Bergevin twist in the wind all season a year ago and felt compelled to 
make the management changes he did when he did. Montreal and 
Toronto aren’t markets where being in a lame-duck situation can easily 
be ignored. 

The question is, what does the MLSE board view as extension-worthy 
now for Dubas? Win one playoff series? Two? Get to the Stanley Cup 
Final? I guess we’ll find out this spring. But I can assure you, based on 
how other front offices view Dubas, he wouldn’t be out of work very long. 

Brad Treliving, Flames 

For the second time in his tenure as GM in Calgary, Treliving is working 
on an expiring deal. It happens. Both Don Sweeney in Boston and Don 
Waddell in Carolina worked on expiring deals in 2021-22 before re-
upping after the season. 

But this expiring deal comes at an interesting time for Treliving, 
completing his ninth season at the helm after being named Flames GM 
back in April 2014. He’s been there a while. They’re in a grind of a playoff 
race. The unique part of all this is that head coach Darryl Sutter was 
signed to a two-year extension before the season. My understanding is 
that Flames ownership also had extension talks with Treliving at around 
the same time, before the season, and for whatever reason those talks 
didn’t produce a deal. I believe both sides mutually agreed to talk again 
at some point. 

I suspect those conversations will take place again before the end of the 
regular season. So we’ll see where that goes. 

Pierre Dorion, Senators 

Dorion is signed through the 2024-25 season with a club option for 2025-
26. He’s been the Sens’ GM since April 2016, so completing his seventh 
season. His team certainly looks to finally be on the rise after a careful 
rebuild and signing of young core players. But he’s on this list because 
there’s new ownership on the horizon. 

The hope is to have a Senators sale close by July, though those things 
can drag on. But either way, there are new owners on the way. 

So what does that mean for Dorion? It wouldn’t be surprising if new 
owners want to reshape the organization, and that could include a 
change at GM. What I think would make the most sense if the sale 
doesn’t close until July or later is to let Dorion have another year at least 
since by then most of the major hockey decisions will have been made 
through the June draft anyway. That would give new ownership a chance 
to get to know Dorion next season, when he’s under contract anyway, 
before it decides what to do. 

That’s how I would play it, but we’ll see if the new owners feel the same 
way. Sometimes, owners come in and want their own management in 
place right away. 

Ron Hextall, Penguins 

Hextall was hired as Pens GM in February 2021, agreeing to a four-year 
deal that also carries a team option for the 2024-25 season. 

What’s important to remember is that the team’s ownership group, led by 
Mario Lemieux and Ron Burkle, hired him. Then Fenway Sports Group 
took over as in December 2021. Say what you want, whenever a team 
changes hands, the incumbent GM is someone to monitor. 

Hextall has come under fire in Pittsburgh, with local media serving up 
some tough criticism, especially over the past month. The thing that 
puzzles me a bit, watching from afar, is that the Penguins sit exactly 
where I thought they would be before the season: in a wild-card spot. 
They’re not a top-of-the-conference team anymore. 

Now, they could also miss the playoffs, which I suspect would be bad for 
Hextall. 

But I also think the job Hextall was actually hired for by previous 
ownership has changed on him. I think he was hired to make tough 
decisions on an aging core — maybe begin the rebuild, maybe part ways 
with a legacy player like Evgeni Malkin or Kris Letang, for example. It 
seems pretty clear to me that the new owners wanted the band kept 
together. So, here we are. 
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And finally, it goes without saying that the playoff results have a way of 
upsetting the apple cart. So let’s see what the first round brings in that 
regard. 
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The NHL’s Russia-Pride jersey problem, explained: Why Wild became 
latest to scrap plans 

 

Michael Russo, Joe Smith, Mark Lazerus, Sean Gentille  

 

Joe Smith, Michael Russo, Mark Lazerus, Sean Gentille, Charlie 
O’Connor, Tarik El-Bashir and Arthur Staple have contributed to this 
report. 

NHL teams continue to struggle with how to handle Pride jerseys, with 
the Wild following in the footsteps of the Rangers and scrapping plans for 
players to wear them on the organization’s Pride Night on March 7. 

In particular, this issue has arisen for teams with prominent Russian 
players since that country’s anti-gay laws were amended in early 
December, per the New York Times, to make it “illegal to spread 
‘propaganda’ about ‘nontraditional sexual relations’ in all media, including 
social, advertising and movies.” 

The Flyers also had one player (Russian defenseman Ivan Provorov) opt 
out of warmups with his teammates on their Pride Night in January 
because he didn’t want to wear the team’s Pride jersey, citing his 
Russian Orthodox religious beliefs. 

The Wild abandoned their plans to don Pride jerseys out of concern for 
Russian players. Star forward Kirill Kaprizov, notably, had a difficult 
journey back to the United States after returning to Russia this past 
offseason. 

The Rangers, who also have several prominent Russian players, cited 
“individual right to respectfully express their beliefs” in not wearing the 
jerseys after announcing they would. 

Russian Penguins star Evgeni Malkin, on the other hand, did wear a 
Pride jersey on the team’s Pride Night on Dec. 12, just after Russian 
President Vladimir Putin signed the new legislation on Dec. 5. 

The Kings and Panthers, who both have prominent Russian players, host 
Pride Nights next week. Both teams have previously announced their 
players will wear Pride-themed jerseys. 

What happened on Wild Pride Night 

The Wild never officially announced before Pride Night that their players 
would be wearing rainbow-logoed jerseys, but they wore them last 
season — including Russians Kapizov and Dmitry Kulikov — and it was 
common knowledge that they planned to do so again this year. They had 
even mentioned it on their auction site. 

After wrestling for a couple of days with how to handle the situation and 
educating themselves on Russia’s anti-gay propaganda law, the Wild 
made the decision the morning of Tuesday’s game against Calgary not to 
wear the sweaters. 

What made the decision harder is the Wild flew in Jack Jablonski, who 
came out in an article by The Athletic in September, from L.A. to 
Minnesota to do the Let’s Play Hockey traditional pregame chant and put 
JABS patches on each of the jerseys the players were supposed to wear. 

In the end, only Jablonski showed off the jersey to the sold-out crowd in 
attendance. 

During the course of the day, the Wild called Jablonski and all of their 
Pride Night partners, including Twin Cities Pride, to explain the situation. 
Team officials say all were understanding. 

The Wild still carried on with several of the planned Pride Night initiatives, 
including 17 players wrapping the blades or shafts of their sticks in 
rainbow-colored tape and defenseman Jon Merrill, his wife, Jessica 
Molina, and other Wild players donating tickets to QUEERSPACE 
Collective and hosting a postgame meet-and-greet. — Michael Russo 

Context on the Russian anti-gay laws 

It should be noted that the NHL’s past and present issues with the 
LGBTQ+ community cannot be minimized as being only a “Russia 
problem.” 

Still, according to scholars on the topic, the threat Russian players in 
particular are facing because of the escalation of anti-gay laws is real. 

“Sports fans needs to realize this is probably not an idle threat,” said 
long-time University of Minnesota sociology professor Doug Hartmann, 
who is writing a book on athlete activism and backlash. “Your first 
reaction is, ‘Oh come on, they’re trying to get out of this.’ But when you 
start thinking it through, knowing what the Russian state has done in the 
context of treatment of Brittney Griner, I’d be scared if I were a Russian. 

“I think it’s exactly what we don’t know that makes this so threatening. It’s 
kind of the modus operandi of authoritarian states. Not that they’re going 
to act all the time. But the threat of that is to create distrust and 
uncertainty among your own citizens. And in an international context, that 
allows you to wield power in this way.” 

Ben Noble, associate professor of Russian politics at University College 
London, agreed. 

“These are legitimate fears,” Noble said. “‘If you put on a Pride jersey, 
then there is uncertainty regarding how this would be interpreted by law 
enforcement in Russia — and that’s a risk. The authorities have the 
power to enforce this and other legislation selectively. It’s up to them to 
decide whom they go after. 

“Could it be that certain Russian players are using this legislation as an 
excuse not to do things that conflict with their own personal values — 
that they may simply not want to put on a Pride jersey? Perhaps. But I 
don’t think legitimate fears regarding the impact of the ‘LGBT 
propaganda’ legislation should be disregarded.” 

Noble said the amended law in question is part of a bigger campaign by 
Putin aimed at so-called “traditional values,” which attempts to show how 
Russian culture is different from the “liberal West.” 

“The language of the legislation is so vague. What does ‘LGBT 
propaganda’ even mean?” he said. “This is a classic case of the political 
leadership in Russia consciously using ambiguous language to have a 
broader chilling effect.” 

Since the legislation was signed into effect, Noble said, publishers have 
been forced to pull books from shelves or have been charged for 
violating the ban on “LGBT propaganda.” When asked whether “coming 
out” would constitute a violation of the ban, a Russian legislator — and 
the legislation’s main sponsor — said that each case would be 
considered individually by a court with expertise from the country’s 
communications regulator. 

“Given the vagueness of the legal language, the importance of the 
‘traditional values’ project to Putin and the possible penalties that could 
be applied, it would be entirely plausible for Russian athletes competing 
in North America to fear the implications of doing anything that might be 
interpreted as being ‘LGBT propaganda,’” Noble said. 

Noble said another factor for Russians competing in North America is 
that some senior Russian government figures have called people who left 
the country after the full-scale February 2022 invasion of Ukraine 
“traitors.” Although sportspeople are likely in a special category, there is 
a general suspicion of Russians abroad. — Joe Smith 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 11, 2023 

 

Rangers Pride Night 

In an email to season-ticket holders prior to the team’s Pride Night, the 
Rangers announced they would be wearing Pride-themed warmup 
jerseys to be auctioned off. When the team hit the ice for warmups on 
Jan. 27, they were in their regular jerseys. 

The Rangers issued a statement the next day. “Our organization 
respects the LGBTQ+ community and we are proud to bring attention to 
important local community organizations as part of another great Pride 
Night. In keeping with our organization’s core values, we support 
everyone’s individual right to respectfully express their beliefs.” 

The other planned aspects of Pride Night went on as planned, including a 
Pride-themed giveaway and a member of NYC Pride dropping a 
ceremonial first puck. — Arthur Staple 

Capitals Pride Night 

The Capitals hosted their seventh annual Pride Night on Jan. 17 vs. 
Minnesota. They did not wear Pride-themed jerseys for warmup but that’s 
not a new development as they’ve never worn them. 

Players were given the option to wrap rainbow tape on their stick handles 
and blades to be used during warmups, and approximately five players 
opted to do so. In all, 20 players wrapped their sticks with rainbow tape 
for the team’s auction, which raised a record $40,810 benefitting local 
LGBTQ+ organizations. 

Throughout the game, the Caps displayed rainbow-colored video boards 
and messages of support for the community, including interviews on the 
Jumbotron featuring video coach Emily Engel-Natzke and her wife as 
well as defenseman Trevor van Riemsdyk and other players. The team 
also honored a military member of the LGBTQ+ community as part of the 
“Salute to Service.” 

It should be noted, though, that Chick-fil-A’s “Spot the Cow” promotion — 
a staple at home games this season — was not held on Pride Night. 
Some fans also noticed that there were no auction items this year from a 
few players — most notably captain Alex Ovechkin and Dmitry Orlov. — 
Tarik El-Bashir 

Flyers Pride Night 

Provorov’s decision to sit out warmups rather than wear a Pride jersey 
with the rest of his teammates prior to the Flyers’ Jan. 17 game against 
the Ducks first raised awareness of this situation. In past years, the 
Flyers had celebrated Pride Night as an organization, but on-ice player 
participation was limited to the optional use of Pride tape during 
warmups. Led by Scott Laughton and James van Riemsdyk, the team 
decided to wear jerseys this year. 

Provorov raised concerns to team officials the week prior to Pride Night, 
and by the night before Jan. 17, he had reaffirmed his intention to pass 
on wearing the jersey for religious reasons. Flyers hockey operations 
made the call to go forward with the warmup jerseys for the rest of the 
players — who remained intent on participating, with or without Provorov 
— while allowing Provorov to stay in the locker room and skip warmups. 

After the game, Provorov was asked to explain his absence. “I respect 
everybody, and I respect everybody’s choices. My choice is to stay true 
to myself and my (Russian Orthodox) religion,” he responded. “That’s all 
I’m going to say.” — Charlie O’Connor 

Penguins Pride Night 

The Penguins’ Pride Night, on Dec. 12, went off without any restrictions 
or changes. All players wore Pride warmup jerseys that were later 
auctioned for LGTBQ+ charities. 

Malkin participated, as he has in every Pride and/or theme night held in 
Pittsburgh since he joined the Penguins in 2006-07. He has never 
objected. 

Malkin has never publicly shared his stance on LGTBQ+ issues. He is 
generally apolitical. 

Brian Burke, the president of hockey operations, has marched in June 
Pride parades in Pittsburgh since he joined the organization in February 
2021. — Rob Rossi 

What the league has said 

The NHL must “respect individual choice” if players decide not to take 
part in events such as Pride Night, commissioner Gary Bettman said 
during the All-Star festivities in South Florida last month. 

When asked whether Provorov’s decision not to take part in 
Philadelphia’s Pride Night warmup or apparent changes to New York’s 
Pride Night plans send the wrong message about inclusivity in the sport 
to young players and fans, Bettman told reporters that “some people are 
more comfortable embracing themselves in causes than others.” 

On Feb. 28 in Calgary, Bettman told reporters: “Our clubs do a lot for 
Pride Nights. And the issue was a handful of players not wanting to wear 
the Pride sweaters in warmup. That doesn’t (necessarily) mean they’re 
homophobic. It means they were uncomfortable wearing that type of 
sweater. And you have to respect, at some point, individual choice. 

“You may be charitable and donate to charities. And then, somebody 
comes up to you and says, ‘I’d like you to donate to a particular charity.’ 
And you say, ‘I don’t really want to donate to that charity.’ It doesn’t mean 
you’re against them. It just might mean you have other priorities.” 

The league has traditionally avoided commenting on situations involving 
Russian affairs, particularly last summer when there was worry about 
players like Kaprizov in their homeland. 

The league won’t comment specifically on whether the anti-gay propanda 
law is why Russian players may not be comfortable wearing Pride 
sweaters, because the league doesn’t want anything it says 
misinterpreted in Russia. 

Five percent of NHL players who have played a game this season are 
Russian, so the league has a dilemma when it comes to Pride Nights and 
the visuals of Russian players wearing jerseys. They’re trying to be 
respectful of that, so it would not be surprising if the jersey part of Pride 
Night initiatives becomes a thing of the past in future seasons. — Michael 
Russo 

Reaction from the LGBTQ+ community 

Like every other corner of the fan base, hockey’s LGBTQ+ community is 
anything but monolithic and doesn’t speak with one voice. Reactions to 
the growing number of teams opting out of wearing Pride jerseys have 
ranged from righteous anger to a weary shrug. But for many, the issue 
underscores just how far the sport has to go to make it a welcoming 
place for all hockey fans. 

The question is: Do Pride Nights really do anything to achieve that goal? 

Multiple activist voices in the LGBTQ+ hockey community have privately 
wondered if Pride Nights are more trouble than they’re worth, because 
they stoke a defensive reaction in much of the hockey world, furthering 
the rift among fans. But, they say, Pride Nights aren’t going anywhere 
unless teams eliminate all the other themed nights they host, as well, 
including military nights and police nights. One went so far as to say 
they’d have to eliminate the national anthems, too, if the goal is to make 
the sport as apolitical as possible. After all, some of the teams that host 
Pride Nights also are corporate partners with Chick-fil-A, whose 
corporate owners have spent millions of dollars on anti-LGBTQ+ 
legislation efforts over the years. 

I didn’t sleep much before Pride Night in Anaheim because I seriously 
worried about the backing out issue. I had chills seeing my jersey design 
worn on-ice in warmups & thank my team for allowing me that joy, for 
committing fully to LGBT acceptance. That’s what we need more of. 
https://t.co/aJxUDIPjeg pic.twitter.com/cRweNe7BdK 

— Lindsay Imber   (@LindsayImber) March 8, 2023 
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But corporate-sponsored rainbow tape and rainbow jerseys aren’t going 
to change hearts and minds. As Brock McGillis — whose Alphabet 
Sports Collective, an advocacy group for the LGBTQ+ community in 
hockey, had its launch party in Toronto on Thursday night — has said in 
the past, humanizing LGBTQ+ players and fans is the only way to break 
through the bigotry. That, ideally, means having a sizable number of 
openly gay and non-binary players in the NHL. With that simply being 
unrealistic at the moment — Predators prospect Luke Prokop is the first 
and only out player under a pro contract — humanizing means having 
prominent players continue to stand up for the community. Lost to many 
amid the Provorov controversy was how the Flyers, led by veteran Scott 
Laughton, have been leaders in that space. — Mark Lazerus 

What about upcoming Pride Nights? 

Part of the reason the Wild and Rangers have gotten flak is that they 
were expected to wear Pride jerseys and opted not to. Many teams 
celebrate Pride or “Hockey is for Everyone” and LGBTQ+ Nights without 
Pride jerseys. 

In fact, the same night the Wild made headlines for not wearing their 
sweaters, the Lightning held Pride Night in Tampa and didn’t receive 
criticism for not wearing Pride sweaters, because they had never planned 
to wear them. Other teams that didn’t wear Pride jerseys include the 
Avalanche, Blue Jackets, Bruins, Capitals, Hurricanes, Islanders, Red 
Wings and Senators. 

No fewer than 13 NHL teams have Pride Nights remaining on their 
schedules between March 13 and April 6. Planned events vary by 
organization. 

Kraken, March 13: Seattle, for the second straight season, plans to 
feature a pregame jersey designed by a local artist. A rendering of the 
design, featuring Pride progress colors in a rainbow pattern, is shown 
above a link to purchase tickets on the team’s website. 

Kings, March 18: Fans will receive rainbow socks upon entry. No jersey 
is specified, but players have worn them for warmups in the past. 

Sharks, March 18: San Jose has previously hosted Hockey is For 
Everyone night, but this year they are advertising a dedicated Pride 
Night. They have worn Pride jerseys during warmups in each of the two 
previous seasons. 

Blackhawks, March 26: The Blackhawks’ annual Pride night “brings the 
entire Blackhawks organization together to celebrate the LGBTQIA+ 
community and stand together for inclusion.” It includes pregame 
performances and photo opportunities. Defenseman Connor Murphy, the 
longest-tenured active Blackhawks player, recently told The Athletic’s 
Mark Lazerus he expects every player on the team to wear the Pride 
jerseys for warmups. 

Stars, March 31: “The entire Stars team will wear special Pride-themed 
warmup jerseys before the game that will be auctioned off by the Dallas 
Stars Foundation,” according to the team’s website. Players will wear 
Pride tape, as well. The team has held several similar nights in past 
seasons. 

Panthers, March 23: Florida has held previous Pride Nights, and players 
have used rainbow stick tape and worn Pride jerseys. No details for 2023 
were available. 

Oilers, March 25: The Oilers will not be wearing Pride jerseys in 
warmups. They never have, per The Athletic’s Daniel Nugent-Bowman. 

Sabres, March 27: Buffalo’s night will “feature activations throughout the 
game celebrating acceptance in the sport.” The website did not mention 
the team’s Pride jersey plans; it did, however, mention “special warmup 
jerseys” for St. Patrick’s Day on March 17, and the team has worn Pride 
warmups in the past. 

Canucks, March 31: Vancouver has held Pride Nights with special jersey 
designs for several seasons. Their website mentions no plan to wear one 
on March 31, and no design has been publicly shared. 

Blues, April 4: Their website mentions no plan for warmup jerseys, which 
they wore in 2022. Fans will receive a Pride bag. 

Maple Leafs, April 4: No details were available. Last April, players wore 
Pride-themed T-shirts to a game that were later auctioned to benefit a 
local charity. They did not and have not worn warmup jerseys. 

Jets, April 5: No details were available. Players have worn themed 
warmup jerseys in the past. 

Canadiens, April 6: Montreal is hosting LGBTQ+ Night. Players have 
worn Pride jerseys during warmups in the past. 

The Athletic has contacted these teams to ask whether they will continue 
with their Pride plans. The Stars have “no changes to (their) plans at this 
time.” The Jets offered no clarification or specifics other than the 
confirmation that they were holding an event. The Leafs offered this: “In 
terms of plans next month, we really value our allyship and long history 
with the LGBTQ+ community and are very much looking forward to our 
Pride Night on April 4. The Maple Leafs have held Pride Nights since 
2017 and our plans this season remain consistent with previous years’ 
successful events.” 

This post will be updated as we receive comment. — Sean Gentille 
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After the NHL trade deadline, which team is in the best position to land 
Connor Bedard? 

 

Scott Powers, Aaron Portzline, Corey Masisak, Eric Stephens, Mark 
Lazerus16- 

 

If you’re Connor Bedard, you’re probably taking a closer look at the NHL 
standings these days. 

What are you hoping for? Could it be stepping into a line with Johnny 
Gaudreau and being set up for instant success? Filling the void left by 
Patrick Kane? Joining a bunch of other young and exciting players in 
Anaheim? Becoming anything and everything the Coyotes could use in 
Arizona? Jump-starting a franchise like the San Jose Sharks, who were 
successful not that long ago? 

With the trade deadline now past, we’ve assembled our writers again, 
although in a smaller group this time, to discuss who is in the best 
position to finish last in the NHL and potentially land Bedard, along with 
some other questions. Our roundtable includes Corey Masisak (who 
wrote the Sharks portion), Mark Lazerus (who wrote the Coyotes 
portion), Aaron Portzline (who wrote the Blue Jackets portion), Scott 
Powers (who wrote the Blackhawks portion) and Eric Stephens (who 
wrote the Ducks portion). 

How was the team impacted at the trade deadline? 

Blackhawks: The Blackhawks sold and sold and sold at the deadline. 
Patrick Kane was the headliner, but the Blackhawks also moved Max 
Domi, Sam Lafferty, Jake McCabe and Jack Johnson. The names are 
notable enough, but let’s break them down by the numbers. Domi and 
Kane were 1-2 in points and had been together on the top line and first 
power-play unit for a majority of the season. Kane, Johnson and McCabe 
were 2-3-4 in average ice time. Lafferty was second among forwards in 
penalty-kill ice time and led the Blackhawks with four short-handed goals. 
Only if Jonathan Toews had been traded would there have been more of 
a significant change to the Blackhawks’ roster. As much as all the moves 
were expected, it was still eye-opening to see the Blackhawks’ lineup 
after the deadline. 

Blackhawks lines: 
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Reichel-Kurashev-Athanasiou 

T. Johnson-Guttman-Raddysh 

Entwistle-Dickinson-Bjork 

Katchouk-Khaira-Anderson 

C. Jones-S. Jones 

Tinordi-Murphy 

Englund-Zaitsev 

Mrazek 

Stalock 

— Mark Lazerus (@MarkLazerus) March 5, 2023 

Blue Jackets: It was a quietly devastating trade deadline for the Blue 
Jackets lineup, but one that thoroughly made sense and was expected. 
They lost their best healthy defenseman, Vladislav Gavrikov, and their 
best goaltender, Joonas Korpisalo, in a trade with Los Angeles. They 
also traded veteran winger Gustav Nyquist to Minnesota, but Nyquist 
(shoulder), out since late January, is likely out until the very end of the 
regular season or perhaps the playoffs. Further, the Blue Jackets lost 
fourth-line center and top penalty killer Sean Kuraly to an injury in 
practice the day before the trade deadline. It’s been one of those 
seasons in Columbus. 

Coyotes: The Coyotes finally ended the Jakob Chychrun saga, settling 
for one first-round pick and two second-rounders from Ottawa — not 
quite the two firsts and a prospect Bill Armstrong had been holding out 
for. Arizona had been holding Chychrun out for “trade-related reasons” 
for four weeks before the trade deadline, so they’ve been without their 
No. 1 defenseman for a while. And they’ve gone a respectable 6-4-4 
without him. They also dealt away center Nick Bjugstad and defensemen 
Shayne Gostisbehere and Troy Stecher. 

Ducks: To be honest, the effect could be negligible. Ordinarily, John 
Klingberg and Dmitry Kulikov being dealt from their blue line could be 
seen as a major subtraction that could chart a clearer course toward 
losing but Klingberg and Kulikov were part of why Anaheim’s defense 
has often been wretched and the team’s season never getting out of the 
starting gate. Also, general manager Pat Verbeek didn’t (or couldn’t?) sell 
off every remaining valuable piece. But they’re working in depth players 
Brock McGinn and waiver pickup Scott Harrington, and neither should 
make a big difference in them suddenly winning games. They don’t have 
enough to go on a long winning streak but talents like Troy Terry, Trevor 
Zegras and Mason McTavish along with a refreshed John Gibson can 
still steal games here and there. 

Sharks: There are 22 skaters who have played at least 250 minutes for 
the Sharks this season as of Wednesday and San Jose traded six of 
them away before the deadline. Timo Meier is the headliner, and he’s 
arguably the best player traded by anyone this season. The Sharks also 
traded away Erik Karlsson’s preferred partner (Jaycob Megna), two key 
penalty-killing forwards (Nick Bonino and Matt Nieto) and Mikey 
Eyssimont, who went from waiver claim to indispensable top-six forward 
and consistently one of San Jose’s best players … until he was traded. 
Using Evolving Hockey’s goals above replacement (GAR) model, the 
Sharks traded six of their top 16 players. The effects are already being 
felt — San Jose is 1-5-1 in its past seven games with a minus-20 goal 
differential. The Sharks had a minus-39 goal differential in their first 58 
games. 

Considering their post-deadline roster and remaining schedule, where do 
you predict they’ll finish in the standings? 

Blackhawks: The Blackhawks have to be favorites to finish last after all 
they did at the deadline. Will they actually finish last? Blackhawks coach 
Luke Richardson and his ever-changing roster will continue to try to ruin 
that for Davidson. Just ask the Ottawa Senators, who despite being in a 
playoff push themselves, were on the losing end twice to the Blackhawks 

in recent weeks. Alex Stalock’s return in net doesn’t seem to be helping 
the Blackhawks’ odds either. He has a .92o save percentage in his 16 
games this season. The Blackhawks are on the road 11 more times, 
including a five-game road trip, so that will likely impact their record, too. 

Blue Jackets: Well, the Blue Jackets do have a reputation for turning it on 
at the end of lost seasons and spoiling their draft status, and it certainly 
felt like that was brewing late last month. The Jackets went on a 4-2-2 
stretch, their best of the season, that harkened back to 2012-13 when 
they were on target for a good chance to draft Nathan MacKinnon before 
a 19-5-3 burner at season’s end gave them the No. 14 pick. A decade 
later, with still only one Stanley Cup playoff series win on the franchise’s 
resume, it feels like management in Columbus has learned its lesson. 
The problem, always, is the players won’t quit trying to win, even for 
Bedard. My sense is the Blue Jackets will finish 30th or 31st and cross 
their fingers. I’m not sure Chicago can be stopped. 

Coyotes: They certainly got worse at the deadline. But given how 
surprisingly competitive they’ve been all year, thanks in large part to 
goaltender Karel Vejmelka (his 9.76 GSAx per Evolving Hockey puts him 
18th in the league, less than a goal behind Igor Shesterkin), it’s hard to 
imagine the Yotes “making up” for Columbus’ seven-point “lead” in the 
race for 32nd. If anything, they have to be concerned with Vancouver and 
Montreal “catching up” to them. Arizona seems destined to finish either 
26th, 27th, or, at “best,” 28th. 

Ducks: Suddenly, their ability to secure a top-three pick is hardly a lock 
even though they seem to be destined to have a triple-digit negative goal 
differential. San Jose has made a charge into the Bedard mix and one 
look at Chicago’s roster and you wonder how the Blackhawks will win 
another game (they will, as evidenced by their recent beatdown of red-
hot Ottawa). The thing is, they have enough talent left and a good 
enough goalie, despite his numbers, that they could have another 4-0-1 
or 5-1-1 stretch left in them. There are winnable games left — of the 17 
games left, nine are against teams outside of a playoff spot. Now, all but 
Columbus are above them in the standings, but I think finishing last 
overall will be out of reach and I could see Anaheim winding up in the No. 
5 position (or worse when it comes to getting their shot at Bedard/Adam 
Fantilli/Matvei Michkov/Leo Carlsson). 

Sharks: The Sharks are currently playing like the worst team in the 
league. They’ve “gained” between five and seven points in the NHL 
standings on all of the other bottom-five clubs in the past 10 games. 
Among those teams, Chicago and Columbus have a tougher schedule, 
per Tankathon. That said, games against teams fighting for their playoff 
lives can be just as hard or harder than playing a team that already has 
its division wrapped up late in the season. And the Sharks have a lot of 
games left against teams fighting for a spot in the postseason or playoff 
positioning. I think the Sharks are going to finish in 30th place, which is 
quite the upset considering how well they played, relative to their bottom-
feeding peers, over the first two-thirds of the season. One of Anaheim or 
Chicago is going to end up ahead of them in the standings. 

Would they consider drafting Matvei Michkov knowing his KHL contract 
runs through the 2025-26 season? 

Blackhawks: Probably not. The Blackhawks need to draft a potential star 
on and off the ice sooner than later with Kane already gone and Toews 
likely departing after this season. As much as Davidson and Blackhawks 
ownership are saying they’re going to be patient in this rebuild, Michkov’s 
timeline probably exceeds how long they’re willing to actually be patient. 
It would be interesting if the Blackhawks fell to third or later in the draft to 
see what they’d do. At some point, it becomes pretty obvious Michkov is 
the best player available on the board. 

Blue Jackets: The Blue Jackets have no issues waiting on Russian 
players to develop in the KHL before they come to North America. See 
Gavrikov, Kirill Marchenko, Yegor Chinakhov and others. But this is 
different. As special as Michkov appears to be, the only way I see the 
Blue Jackets drafting him is if they land the No. 4 or 5 pick. Bedard, 
Fantilli and Carlsson all get the nod ahead of Michkov, in my opinion, 
because they provide instant talent infusion (maybe you wait one year for 
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Carlsson) and they play center. They might even draft Will Smith ahead 
of Michkov due to his position. The Blue Jackets have learned the hard 
way what it’s like to be undermanned at center ice. They’ve spent about 
18 of their 23 years in that predicament. You don’t get many chances to 
land a No. 1 center. No offense, Mr. Michkov. 

Coyotes: The conspiracy theorist in me has been saying this all season, 
that Arizona would be the perfect team to end up with the fourth pick in 
the draft. With a 4,600-seat arena and little to no urgency to win anytime 
soon, the Coyotes would be the perfect landing spot for Michkov. The 
hope is that the new arena in Tempe will open in the fall of 2026. Well, 
guess who also will be ready to make his NHL debut in the fall of 2026? 
A new arena needs a new star attraction, right? It’s almost too perfect. 

Ducks: If Bob Murray were still running the show in Anaheim, I’d easily 
say no based on his almost nonexistent track record with Russian 
players during his tenure. But Verbeek has already shown he is different 
after taking Pavel Mintyukov with the 10th pick last year. Verbeek is from 
the Steve Yzerman tree and we know Stevie Y prioritizes high-end talent 
no matter where that player calls home. Here is what Verbeek would 
have to consider. There is obviously making sure Michkov is determined 
to play in the NHL once his contract expires, but does waiting for him fit 
in the same timeline with his new core when it’s ready to become a 
contender? Or does Verbeek prefer to have someone that will make an 
impact sooner? Minnesota saw the wait for Kirill Kaprizov was worth it. 
Other teams haven’t fared nearly as well with KHL players. My guess is if 
Michkov were to fall because of his status and Anaheim’s draft spot was 
outside of the top three, Verbeek could find it hard to pass him up if he 
views Michkov as having more potential to be a top NHL player than 
others available at their position. 

Sharks: If the Sharks do finish 30th and stick at No. 3 in the draft order 
after the lottery, that might make them the most fascinating team of the 
opening round. Everything about Michkov is either perfect or at odds with 
the Sharks. Do they desperately need a franchise player? Yes. Are they 
far enough away from contention that they should take the most talented 
player with the highest ceiling that is available? Yes. Does the franchise 
have a long history with Russian players, including no fear of drafting or 
trading for them since their country invaded Ukraine? Yes. Has GM Mike 
Grier said he’d like to turn this franchise around as quickly as possible, 
which could mean not wanting to wait on Michkov? Yes. Has Grier spent 
much of his first year in charge acquiring players with size and a certain 
style of play? Yes, though he did say after the deadline passed that his 
group could focus more on adding skill after addressing the size 
concerns they had after he took over. If the Sharks pick fourth or later 
and Michkov is still on the board, they almost have to take him. If they 
are picking at No. 3 or even at No. 2, Michkov vs. Adam Fantilli vs. Leo 
Carlsson should be an interesting debate for weeks leading into the draft. 

What impact would Connor Bedard have on the team next season? 

Blackhawks: All the Blackhawks’ dreams would come true. As good as 
Fantilli and other players may be in this draft, Bedard is the only player 
who fills what the Blackhawks need on and off the ice immediately. Kane 
and Toews have been the face of the franchise for so long, and Bedard 
would replace them. He’d be the player Davidson would begin building 
around. I think Davidson would treat this offseason differently if he’s able 
to draft Bedard. He’d be the person the marketing team would center 
everything around. His jersey would be for sale as soon as his name was 
called. On an ever larger scope, Bedard’s arrival would keep the 
Blackhawks in the national spotlight. Without him, that spotlight would 
disappear for the first time since Kane and Toews entered the league. 

Blue Jackets: Pure, unadulterated euphoria. The Blue Jackets have 
never earned the No. 1 pick in the draft. The only time they picked No. 1 
was 2002, when they traded up from No. 3 to No. 1 to grab Rick Nash. 
This franchise has had worse luck in the NHL Draft Lottery than on the 
ice, if you can believe that. Bedard would set the market alight; give the 
Blue Jackets a desperately needed talent infusion, a future No. 1 center, 
a power-play quarterback, an offensive weapon who could work in 
concert with elite but stifled stars Johnny Gaudreau and Patrik Laine; and 
a marketable player who could rival the local college football stars for 

national media attention. I could have been briefer, I suppose, and just 
said ‘everything.’ 

Coyotes: Well, the Coyotes could charge even more for those primo 
seats at Mullett Arena. Bedard would give the Coyotes a kind of 
credibility they haven’t had in years, and surely would generate 
excitement for the new team — and the new arena — in the desert. Might 
it be enough to lure Auston Matthews back home when his Maple Leafs 
contract expires after next season? That might be pushing it, but it would 
definitely make the Coyotes a more enticing option for free agents — 
should Arizona choose to start spending money on active players rather 
than simply inactive contracts. 

Ducks: This is something I dug into when I looked at potential Anaheim 
forward lineups with him in them. What I failed to account for was 
McTavish as a linemate given the chemistry the two displayed with Team 
Canada. Think of that possibility: McTavish, who is already having a nice 
rookie season, with someone like Bedard on his right wing. Or think of 
Bedard to the right of Zegras or centering his own line. You know who 
will like having Bedard in Anaheim? Whoever coaches the Ducks in 
2023-24 and the team’s business office (and ownership, too). Attendance 
is up 2,000 over last season — partly with fans more comfortable coming 
back to the arena — despite their terrible year on the ice. Add in a must-
see prospect like Bedard and folks in business ops will be salivating. The 
Ducks wouldn’t be a playoff team, but they’d be exciting. And that does 
matter in Southern California. 

Sharks: The most obvious immediate impact would likely be at the box 
office. Similar to when Steven Stamkos landed in Tampa Bay, the Sharks 
would likely start a marketing campaign for Bedard the morning after the 
draft lottery and use the summer to try and reinvigorate a fan base that 
has stopped showing up to SAP Center at pre-2020 levels unless there is 
a special occasion. On the ice, he’d be a pretty natural replacement for 
Meier on the top line next to Tomas Hertl. Simply getting Bedard would 
by no means signal the end of this rebuild/retool situation in San Jose; 
the Sharks should plan to continue searching for future financial flexibility 
and expect to be bad again next season. Adding a high pick in 2024 to 
pair with Bedard could make the second half of this decade a lot more 
promising for the Sharks than it looks right now. 

The Athletic LOADED: 03.11.2023 

1271053 Websites 

 

NHL Power Rankings: Checking in on each team’s new guys, as the 
same crew sits at No. 1 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Sean Gentille  

 

Fresh faces in new places were everywhere over the last few weeks in 
what was the busiest NHL trade season ever. There are a lot of new 
players in new locales — a lot of first impressions. 

Some players have looked fantastic, and some less so. Some have fit 
like a glove, and others have fit like … a mitten? Do mittens fit badly? 
Either way, it’s early and a lot of players are still adjusting to their new 
surroundings. But that doesn’t mean we can’t do a quick scan of how 
each club’s newcomers have looked so far. 

It’s hockey. Things will change. They always do. What matters is how 
they look in the playoffs, anyway. First impressions aren’t and shouldn’t 
be everything, but for now it’s all we have. Here’s how the new guys have 
fared so far for their new teams. 

1. Boston Bruins 

Last Week: 1 

Record: 49-9-5 
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Sean rank: 1 

Dom rank: 1 

Deadline additions: Dmitry Orlov, Tyler Bertuzzi and Garnet Hathaway 

Dmitry Orlov is already being dubbed Dmitry Orr-lov and has usurped 
PP1 duties — so yeah, things are going pretty well. In six games with the 
Bruins, he already has three goals and nine points while outscoring 
opponents 7-3. Not bad. 

It’s rare for a player to immediately click like that and it may take a bit 
more time for Bertuzzi and Hathaway. Bertuzzi has a lone assist in two 
games while Hathaway’s puck-possession dominance hasn’t translated 
just yet. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Last Week: 2 

Record: 43-12-8 

Sean rank: 2 

Dom rank: 2 

Deadline additions: Jesse Puljujarvi and Shayne Gostisbehere 

We’ve yet to see Puljujarvi in a Hurricanes jersey; he took the morning 
skate ahead of Thursday’s 1-0 win over Philadelphia but was a healthy 
scratch. That’s about what you’d expect from a spare forward. We’ve 
been over this. 

Gostisbehere, in a more impactful way, has been as advertised. He’s got 
two goals and two assists in four games all on the power play. His five-
on-five play is a work in progress, but that’s less a consideration for him 
than most other players. 

3. New Jersey Devils 

Last Week: 4 

Record: 42-16-6 

Sean rank: 3 

Dom rank: 3 

Deadline additions: Timo Meier and Curtis Lazar 

It didn’t take long for it to be Timo Time in New Jersey. He scored 9:09 
into his first game as a Devil. Though he didn’t earn a point in his next 
two games he’s been as advertised at five-on-five (66 percent xG) and 
scored the shootout winner Thursday night. 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Last Week: 3 

Record: 39-17-8 

Sean rank: 4 

Dom rank: 4 

Deadline additions: Ryan O’Reilly, Noel Acciari, Sam Lafferty, Jake 
McCabe, Erik Gustafsson and Luke Schenn 

O’Reilly, in terms of average Game Score, is nestled right where he 
should be — fifth (1.06) among Toronto’s forwards, behind Auston 
Matthews, William Nylander, Mitch Marner and John Tavares. He isn’t as 
good as those guys, and he shouldn’t have to be. A step down is still 
acceptable. 

Schenn, for all the agita stemming from his inclusion in the lineup, was 
on for 2.02 expected goals for and 0.94 expected goals against in his first 
two games. McCabe is a better bet in the short and long term, even 
though he hasn’t yet shown a ton. 

5. Dallas Stars 

Last Week: 10 

Record: 35-17-13 

Sean rank: 5 

Dom rank: 5 

Deadline additions: Evgenii Dadonov and Max Domi 

It’s still early for Domi, but a goal and assist in three games is solid so 
far. It’s Dadonov who’s stealing the spotlight right now for the Stars. He 
has two goals and three assists in six games with his play-driving 
numbers being even more impressive. The Stars have outscored 
opponents 8-3 with Dadonov on the ice so far while netting 66 percent of 
the expected goals. He looks like his vintage self which would be a big 
boost to Dallas’ depth. 

6. Vegas Golden Knights 

Last Week: 9 

Record: 39-20-6 

Sean rank: 8 

Dom rank: 6 

Deadline additions: Ivan Barbashev, Teddy Blueger and Jonathan Quick 

Blueger, acquired for his defensive prowess, had some hellish numbers 
in that area in his first games; a team-worst 5.03 expected goals 
against/60. Barbashev, on the other hand? He’s a best-case scenario 
through six games, putting up two goals, three assists and positive 
overall numbers at five-on-five. 

In his first start with the Golden Knights, Quick stopped 25-of-28 shots in 
a win over the Canadiens, with a nearly break-even GSAx. Not bad work 
from a desperation backup goalie addition. 

7. Colorado Avalanche 

Last Week: 7 

Record: 35-22-6 

Sean rank: 7 

Dom rank: 7 

Deadline additions: Lars Eller, Matt Nieto and Jack Johnson 

“His underlying numbers were terrible the first time we got him,” is what 
Jared Bednar said when asked about the return of Jack Johnson. 
Clearly, the Avalanche feel they can get the most out of him with better 
support and so far that’s exactly what they’ve received as he’s been 
breakeven with chances. 

Eller on the other hand has continued his employment at the doughnut 
factory with zero goals and zero assists in five games as an Avalanche. 
That extends his pointless streak to 14 games and 26 of his last 27 
games. Points aren’t everything, but yeesh. 

8. Edmonton Oilers 

Last Week: 8 

Record: 36-22-8 

Sean rank: 8 

Dom rank: 6 

Deadline additions: Mattias Ekholm and Nick Bjugstad 

Ekholm seems to have stepped in the lineup and immediately become 
Edmonton’s most effective player not named Connor McDavid. He was 
added to shore things up defensively; the Oilers are up 6.3-to-3.5 in 
expected goals while he’s on the ice. That’d be good for any team. For 
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Edmonton, it’s legitimately eye-opening. The entire defensive group 
makes a lot more sense with him around. 

So far, Ekholm has knocked down DeBrusk, Krejci and Marchand with 
stiff checks. 

— Matt Porter (@mattyports) March 10, 2023 

Bjugstad, meanwhile, is showing signs of being one of the Oilers’ best 
depth forwards. He’s already thrown in a goal, too. 

9. New York Rangers 

Last Week: 6 

Record: 36-19-9 

Sean rank: 9 

Dom rank: 9 

Deadline additions: Patrick Kane, Vladimir Tarasenko and Niko Mikkola 

Our very own Arpon Basu was on the scene for the latest review of 2023 
Patrick Kane. 

I'm guessing Patrick Kane will be a useful player in the playoffs, but he 
sure isn't one right now. 

— Arpon Basu (@ArponBasu) March 10, 2023 

Not great! 

Kane did earn his first two points as a Ranger on Thursday night, but his 
lackluster defensive numbers have carried over to New York in his first 
three games. 

Tarasenko has been around for much longer than Kane and though he 
hasn’t been a five-on-five savant either, he does have nine points in 13 
games. This one was especially pretty. 

WHAT A GOAL BY TARASENKO   pic.twitter.com/no4vTUhIwf 

— B/R Open Ice (@BR_OpenIce) March 3, 2023 

10. Los Angeles Kings 

Last Week: 13 

Record: 38-20-8 

Sean rank: 10 

Dom rank: 11 

Deadline additions: Vladislav Gavrikov and Joonas Korpisalo 

Western Conference, look out: Korpisalo put up 24 saves on 26 shots 
against the Blues and, on Thursday night, 27 of 28 against the Avs. His 
NHL career had been rough overall, but he’d been good this season with 
the Blue Jackets after major hip surgery. Goalies are weird. Who knows? 
The Kings certainly would get dangerous in a hurry with reliably good 
work from him. 

All Gavrikov has done in four games with the Kings is post an average 
Game Score of 2.80. That’s better than Matthias Ekholm. It’s better than 
Jakob Chychrun. It’s better than Connor McDavid. It’s better than every 
player in the league. If he settles in at, like, a third of that, the Kings will 
still be in great shape. 

Kings now on a season-best five-game winning streak after 5-2 road win 
over Avalanche. Joonas Korpisalo with 28 saves. Two goals each for 
Adrian Kempe and Phillip Danault. Anze Kopitar with three assists. 
Vladislav Gavrikov is a +5 since trade. 

— Eric Stephens (@icemancometh) March 10, 2023 

11. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Last Week: 5 

Record: 38-21-6 

Sean rank: 11 

Dom rank: 10 

Deadline additions: Tanner Jeannot and Michael Eyssimont 

The deadline’s most expensive piece has chipped in three primary 
assists. Jeannot did this a few days ago, as well. 

Tanner Jeannot's first fight as a member of the Lightning. 
pic.twitter.com/rJBktszcQg 

— Chris Krenn (@Chris_Krenn) March 4, 2023 

The Lightning have looked like a wreck of late, losing six of their last 
seven but it’s not his fault. The switch is already flipped for him, if nothing 
else. 

12. Minnesota Wild 

Last Week: 12 

Record: 37-21-7 

Sean rank: 12 

Dom rank: 12 

Deadline additions: Marcus Johansson, Gustav Nyquist and John 
Klingberg 

John Klingberg in Anaheim: outscored 56-33. 

John Klingberg in Minnesota: up 3-0 in three games. 

Playing with stronger players in a better system in a lesser role certainly 
helps, but he’s fit in nicely so far even if he doesn’t have any points yet. 

Johansson has just a single assist in four games, but a 62 percent 
expected goals rate speaks to the little things he’s doing well for the Wild 
so far. A nice utility add. 

13. Seattle Kraken 

Last Week: 14 

Record: 37-22-6 

Sean rank: 13 

Dom rank: 13 

Deadline additions: Jaycob Megna 

A quiet deadline for the Kraken which is what happens when the team is 
already loaded with depth and short on star power. Usually not much 
available in the latter department. 

Seattle’s lone addition during trade season was Megna, who has played 
two games, been on the ice for two goals against, and was out-chanced 
by a two-to-one margin. There’s no Erik Karlsson around to prop his 
numbers up anymore. 

14. New York Islanders 

Last Week: 16 

Record: 34-25-8 

Sean rank: 14 

Dom rank: 14 

Deadline additions: Bo Horvat and Pierre Engvall 

With nine points in 15 games (5G, 4A), Horvat’s production has 
normalized a bit. The Islanders’ results with him in the mix, though, are 
better than any of the Eastern Conference’s second tier, thanks to the 
ongoing excellence of Ilya Sorokin. They’re 9-3-3 since the Horvat trade 
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and 6-1-1 without Mathew Barzal. Engvall was and remains a bottom-six 
forward. 

15. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Last Week: 15 

Record: 32-22-10 

Sean rank: 15 

Dom rank: 15 

Deadline additions: Mikael Granlund, Nick Bonino and Dmitry Kulikov 

The Penguins were up 3-1 going into the third against the Islanders on 
Thursday before Mikael Granlund showed his defensive might against 
Hudson Fasching. 

Granlund? Interesting. https://t.co/bgCodNL7SZ 

— Sean Gentille (@seangentille) March 10, 2023 

Not ideal, especially when Granlund has zero points in his first three 
games while getting outchanced. The same goes for Nick Bonino. At 
least Dmitry Kulikov isn’t getting caved in on the third pair. 

16. Winnipeg Jets 

Last Week: 11 

Record: 36-26-3 

Sean rank: 16 

Dom rank: 16 

Deadline additions: Nino Niederreiter and Vladislav Namestnikov 

Niederreiter is doing his part, putting up two goals and two assists in his 
first five games and the best average Game Score on the team (1.02), 
but the Jets are wobbling big time, going 2-7-2 in their last 11 games. 
They’re now just four points up on the Flames for the second wild card. 

First three Q's and A's of Nino Niederreiter's postgame scrum all include 
him indulging the question, thinking out loud, and then pivoting to some 
form of "we lost and losing sucks." 

Your mileage may vary but I like that approach. Endearing. 
https://t.co/jmyuQoJnP0 

— Murat Ates (@WPGMurat) March 7, 2023 

17. Florida Panthers 

Last Week: 19 

Record: 32-27-6 

Sean rank: 17 

Dom rank: 17 

Deadline additions: None 

No cap space or assets to make a change for a team outside a playoff 
spot? Seems bad. 

18. Calgary Flames 

Last Week: 20 

Record: 29-23-13 

Sean rank: 18 

Dom rank: 18 

Deadline additions: Nick Ritchie and Troy Stecher 

The Flames were wise to minimize their work at the deadline. It’s too 
early to pull the plug on that group, disastrous as the early results have 

looked. It also would’ve been silly to dump any future assets. A flip of 
Ritchies (Nick has chipped in with a goal) and a depth D-man addition 
sounded about right. Overall, they’re going to have a shot at sneaking 
past Winnipeg for the second wild-card spot. It’s not likely, but it’s 
possible. 

19. Ottawa Senators 

Last Week: 17 

Record: 33-27-4 

Sean rank: 19 

Dom rank: 20 

Deadline additions: Jakob Chychrun and Patrick Brown 

It is still stunning that after all the hoopla it only took one first-round pick 
and two second-round picks to land a young and cost-controlled number 
one defenseman. Jakob Chychrun is one of the league’s best defenders 
making $4.6 million for two more seasons after this one — it should’ve 
taken a king’s ransom to land him. 

And so far he’s lived up to the hype. He’s played four games for the 
Senators and has continued his elite production and five-on-five impacts. 
Chychrun has two goals and four points in those games to go along with 
a 54 percent expected goals rate. His average Game Score of 1.15 is 
among the team leaders. 

20. Nashville Predators 

Last Week: 22 

Record: 31-24-7 

Sean rank: 20 

Dom rank: 19 

Deadline additions: Tyson Barrie, Cal Foote and Rasmus Asplund 

Foote is the player here with some long-term potential for the (finally) 
rebuilding Preds. He hasn’t done much, and a 3.59 expected goals 
against/60 in three games is rough, but he’s still only 24. More losses 
would benefit the Preds, at the moment. 

When dad still comes to your hockey games 
pic.twitter.com/Xm2vQdf9yQ 

— Nashville Predators (@PredsNHL) March 7, 2023 

21. Buffalo Sabres 

Last Week: 18 

Record: 32-28-4 

Sean rank: 21 

Dom rank: 21 

Deadline additions: Jordan Greenway and Riley Stillman 

The good news is that Greenway is producing better than he did as a 
member of the Wild, with a goal and an assist in three games. 

The bad news is that his supposed defensive prowess has been nowhere 
to be found as the expected goal battle is 3.1-to-0.8 in favor of opposing 
teams with him on the ice. And he’s somehow already been outscored 6-
3. Pretty much all of that happened Thursday night too. 

22. Detroit Red Wings 

Last Week: 21 

Record: 29-26-9 

Sean rank: 22 

Dom rank: 22 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 11, 2023 

 

Deadline additions: None 

Does that mean the Wings weren’t busy? Certainly not. It’s worth 
reinforcing just how solid and smart Steve Yzerman’s trade deadline 
turned out to be. If he still wants James van Riemsdyk in the summer, he 
can go out and get him. 

23. Washington Capitals 

Last Week: 23 

Record: 31-28-7 

Sean rank: 23 

Dom rank: 23 

Deadline additions: Rasmus Sandin and Craig Smith 

The Leafs dealt Sandin because he wasn’t in their playoff plans as a 
member of the top six — and they likely didn’t believe he was a true top-
four defenseman long-term. 

Washington begs to differ so far playing him 21:40 in his first game, 
25:06 in his next game and 29:58 on Thursday. In those three games, 
Sandin has five points, is up 5-1 in goals, and has a 50 percent expected 
goals rate despite facing tougher opponents on a team that is otherwise 
getting caved in. His average Game Score of 1.66 leads Washington 
since his arrival. Maybe he was Actually Good. 

Smith has been around the Capitals for twice as many games and while 
he hasn’t blessed the scoresheet much (two goals in six games), his 
ability to drive play at five-on-five has returned. Good for him. 

24. Vancouver Canucks 

Last Week: 27 

Record: 27-32-5 

Sean rank: 24 

Dom rank: 24 

Deadline additions: Filip Hronek, Vitali Kravtsov, Anthony Beauvillier and 
Aatu Raty 

Hronek hasn’t yet played a game for Vancouver. He’ll make them better, 
in a vacuum. Beauvillier has been outstanding (6G, 7A in 15 games), 
consistently posting the best results of any non-Elias Pettersson Canucks 
forward. The fear in Vancouver should be that this stretch leads to a five-
year, $30 million contract, but we shall see. Kravtsov has done very little, 
good or bad. 

25. St. Louis Blues 

Last Week: 24 

Record: 28-31-5 

Sean rank: 25 

Dom rank: 25 

Deadline additions: Jakub Vrana and Kasperi Kapanen 

Things we love to see: Jakub Vrana’s reaction to scoring goals again. 

This reaction is everything   @VranaJakub | #stlblues 
pic.twitter.com/KMass7fI3g 

— St. Louis Blues (@StLouisBlues) March 10, 2023 

Kapanen has two goals of his own plus an assist in five games with the 
Blues so far. We like to call that The False Promise portion of the Kasperi 
Kapanen experience. It’s where he shows up with his speed and flash, 
puts some points on the boards, and leaves fans thinking “I can’t believe 
we stole this guy.” Trust us, it doesn’t last. He was on waivers for a 
reason. 

26. Montreal Canadiens 

Last Week: 25 

Record: 26-33-6 

Sean rank: 26 

Dom rank: 26 

Deadline addition: Denis Gurianov 

He was worth a flier, especially in return for a pending UFA, and he’s 
showing off the tools — Gurianov, as ever, is a great skater with a huge 
shot. We’ll see if that turns into production ahead of decision time for the 
Canadiens because it hasn’t just yet (1G, 1A). 

27. Philadelphia Flyers 

Last Week: 26 

Record: 24-30-11 

Sean rank: 27 

Dom rank: 27 

Deadline addition: Brendan Lemieux  

So far, Lemieux has one goal in two games and has restarted exactly 
zero podcasts with his old Rangers bestie. That’s a huge win. 

28. Arizona Coyotes 

Last Week: 29 

Record: 23-30-10 

Sean rank: 28 

Dom rank: 28 

Deadline addition: Brett Ritchie 

Ritchie scored in his first (and thus far only) game with the Coyotes. 
Don’t let that happen again! 

29. Anaheim Ducks 

Last Week: 30 

Record: 21-35-9 

Sean rank: 29 

Dom rank: 29 

Deadline addition: Scott Harrington  

Harrington’s numbers as a Duck so far aren’t “league-worst defenseman” 
caliber. See, John Klingberg? It is possible. 

30. Chicago Blackhawks 

Last Week: 31 

Record: 22-37-5 

Sean rank: 30 

Dom rank: 30 

Deadline additions: Nikita Zaitsev and Anders Bjork 

Zaitsev’s job, at the moment, is to be bad. He’s succeeding (2.77 
expected goals against vs. 0.51 expected goals for while on the ice, a 
Blackhawks-worst -1.86 average Game Score in three games). Bjork 
might take over for Max Domi as Chicago’s designated Guy Who Puts 
Up Points on a Terrible Team. He’s got three primary assists thus far. 

31. San Jose Sharks 

Last Week: 28 
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Record:19-35-12 

Sean rank: 31 

Dom rank: 31 

Deadline addition: Fabian Zetterlund  

Fabian Zetterlund had some nice numbers early on in the season in the 
Devils’ top six. But through six games as a Shark, it’s looking like he 
might have been propped up by the guys he was playing with. He has 
zero points so far, has been outscored 4-0 and is rocking a 39 percent 
expected goals rate. His average Game Score of minus-0.63 is third 
worst on the Sharks since joining. Not ideal for one of the big chips in the 
Timo Meier trade. 

32. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Last Week: 32 

Record: 20-37-7 

Sean rank: 32 

Dom rank: 32 

Deadline addition: Jonathan Quick and Michael Hutchinson 

Going from Korpisalo to Quick to Hutchinson in a matter of days was a 
feat of tanking genius. Hutchinson’s work on the season had consisted of 
seven AHL games. Now, he’s lost two straight for the Blue Jackets and 
allowed six goals on 56 shots. 
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New allegations of hazing, mistreatment of athletes within Harvard 
women’s ice hockey program 

 

Katie Strang, Hailey Salvian  

 

The Harvard women’s ice hockey program, under scrutiny following a 
January report from the Boston Globe that alleged abusive behavior by 
coach Katey Stone and hazing within the program, held annual “Naked 
Skates” that were considered hazing by some players. And during a 
preseason event known as “Freshmen Fun Night,” some newcomers felt 
pressured to consume alcohol and simulate sex acts, according to new 
reporting by The Athletic.  

Stone, 56, who has more wins than any other female coach in collegiate 
women’s hockey history, has coached at Harvard for 27 seasons. During 
most of those years, the hockey team held “Initiation Week,” which 
culminated with the “Freshmen Fun Night.” At that event, upperclassmen 
urged freshmen to, among other acts over the years, put condoms on 
bananas, fake orgasms and act out skits that referenced their sexual 
orientation. In some years, underaged players consumed alcohol until 
they passed out or vomited. 

“For me, it was hazing,” said Tiana Harris, a member of the 2011-12 
team. 

The “Naked Skate” was painted as a team-building exercise and came 
later in the season, usually after the longest road trip. After arriving back 
on campus, upperclassmen would tell players to head to the locker room 
at The Bright-Landry Hockey Center. Upperclassmen would strip down 
and instruct other players to do the same before putting on skates and 
gloves to take the ice.  

In some years, freshmen were ordered to take part. In other years, it was 
voluntary. Players from 2005 to 2023 said they witnessed or participated 
in the event. In some of those years, freshmen were told to do a 

superman slide on the ice, leaving some with ice burns and bleeding 
nipples.  

Many players who spoke to The Athletic thought the “Naked Skate” was 
fun or expressed indifference to it. But it made others uncomfortable. The 
most recent “Naked Skate” occurred the day following the publication of 
the Globe story. After one player became upset about the event, Stone 
and her staff later met with the team and told them it was an unpermitted 
activity. 

Players on teams dating as far back as 2002 also recalled a fining 
system in which team members had to pay a monetary penalty for 
perceived offenses. Some women were fined for their clothes or what 
they ate, for having a boyfriend or harboring a crush. Some players say 
they had to pay a “gay tax” or an “Asian tax.” 

The Athletic did not find direct evidence that Stone played any role in 
“Initiation Week,” the fining system or was present for “Naked Skate.” 
But, as one player from the last 10 years said, Stone would frequently 
remind the players: “There’s not a single thing on this team that goes on 
that I don’t know about.” (That player and some others were granted 
anonymity because they fear reprisal from Harvard officials or the team’s 
alumni.) 

Over the last month, The Athletic spoke to more than 30 individuals who 
played for Harvard or were associated with the program from this season 
and going back more than 20 years. The Athletic also reviewed audio 
recordings, videos and email correspondence from players, school 
officials and others. 

Stone declined to comment for this story. 

Backstory 

The Boston Globe reported earlier this year on allegations of abusive 
behavior by Stone over her tenure. 

Among the allegations, Stone berated the team for a subpar practice on 
March 5, 2022, and said it contained “too many chiefs and not enough 
Indians.” Maryna Macdonald, a member of British Columbia’s Ditidaht 
First Nation, said Stone looked at her as she spoke. Stone admitted 
almost immediately that she shouldn’t have said it, but Macdonald was 
unsettled by the comment, and after Stone left the room, Macdonald’s 
teammates consoled her.  

Stone self-reported that remark, made in front of two players who are of 
Indigenous descent, shortly after it occurred. It prompted a review of the 
program, but in an email to one player, athletic director Erin McDermott 
wrote: “Please know that Coach Stone is not under investigation.” In an 
April 8 email to the entire team, she called the review a “deeper dive” into 
players’ experiences that would involve “conversations” with a faculty 
member and assistant dean. On July 19, McDermott let players know via 
email that “Coach Stone is our head coach and will remain our head 
coach.”  

Macdonald quit the team the next day. 

Macdonald is among a group of players who spoke to The Athletic and 
described a sense of constantly being scrutinized while in the hockey 
program. 

She felt isolated and depressed as a freshman in 2018-19 and was 
frequently vomiting from the anxiety she felt each day.  

After sustaining a head injury in a game on Dec. 8, 2018, Macdonald was 
diagnosed with a concussion. During winter break later in the season, 
Macdonald missed the first session of a two-a-day practice (which she 
could not participate in due to her concussion) because she was late 
flying back from British Columbia. She says Stone later scolded her in 
front of the coaching staff and two captains. Stone brought up that 
misstep continuously over the remainder of the school year and beyond, 
Macdonald said. 

A player from the 2016-17 season told The Athletic, “the whole team was 
centered around shame.” 
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Said one player from the mid-2000s: “It makes me really angry and sad 
that it’s continuing to happen to these girls because I know the harm and 
the pain it’s caused me.” 

For more on the allegations against Harvard’s hockey program and 
Stone, read Hailey Salvian’s and Katie Strang’s full story here. 
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Who has the NHL’s best and worst top defensive pairings? Analyzing all 
32 teams 

 

Harman Dayal  

 

Any NHL team with contention aspirations needs its best players to be 
firing on all cylinders. 

An elite top line and first pair create a formidable foundation to build on. 
That foundation can mask flaws further down the lineup, or if paired with 
high-end depth, can put a team over the top as a true powerhouse. 

So which first defense pairs have been dominating and which ones are 
lagging? 

Let’s begin by laying out our criteria for defining a “top pair” and then 
explain our methodology for tracking performance. 

My initial thought was to take each team’s No. 1 defenseman and then 
look at that player’s results with their most frequent partner (e.g., Cale 
Makar is the Avalanche’s No.1 defender, his most common partner is 
Devon Toews, so let’s break down the Toews-Makar pair’s numbers). 
That approach is great in theory, but the problem is that many teams 
haven’t had a consistent two-man top pair this season. Many teams have 
a No.1 defender as their anchor for the top pair and then a rotating cast 
of lesser partners that are constantly changing. 

Ivan Provorov, for example, has had three partners this season who’ve 
logged at least 200 five-on-five minutes next to him (Tony DeAngelo, 
Cam York and Rasmus Ristolainen). If I plugged in the results of the 
Provorov-DeAngelo pair that would represent only 34 percent of 
Provorov’s total five-on-five ice time this year. Isolating the Provorov-
DeAngelo partnership would be too small of a sample size to truly 
represent how Philadelphia’s “top pair” has performed for the season as 
a whole. That’d be a major flaw because we’re trying to look at what 
value each team is getting from the first-pair role/lineup slot. 

The next best thing we can do is use the No. 1 defender as a proxy for 
the top-pair results (i.e., Provorov is Philadelphia’s No.1 defenseman, so 
let’s look at his combined five-on-five results with all three of his partners 
because Provorov represents Philadelphia’s “top pair” every game, 
regardless of who he’s playing with). 

Here’s a chart showing which No. 1 defender was used as each team’s 
proxy, plus a breakdown of who their partner(s) have been this season. 

NHL first pairs 

Team 

 

No.1 Defender 

Partner(s) with more than 200 mins together 

Anaheim Ducks 

Cam Fowler 

Dmitry Kulikov (557 mins) 

Arizona Coyotes 

Jakob Chychrun 

Shayne Gostisbehere (525 mins) 

Boston Bruins 

Charlie McAvoy 

Matt Grzelyck (458 mins), Hampus Lindholm (226 mins) 

Buffalo Sabres 

Rasmus Dahlin 

Mattias Samuelsson (528 mins) 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Jaccob Slavin 

Brent Burns (866 mins) 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Vladislav Gavrikov 

Andrew Peeke (378 mins), Marcus Bjork (257 mins) 

Calgary Flames 

Rasmus Andersson 

Noah Hanifin (846 mins) 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Seth Jones 

Jake McCabe (528 mins), Jack Johnson (236 mins) 

Colorado Avalanche 

Cale Makar 

Devon Toews (606 mins) 

Dallas Stars 

Miro Heiskanen 

Colin Miller (561 mins), Nils Lundkvist (251 mins) 

Detroit Red Wings 

Moritz Seider 

Ben Chiarot (538 mins), Jake Walman (386 mins) 

Edmonton Oilers 

Darnell Nurse 

Cody Ceci (869 mins) 

Florida Panthers 

Aaron Ekblad 

Gustav Forsling (663 mins) 

Los Angeles Kings 

Drew Doughty 

Mikey Anderson (1112 mins) 

Minnesota Wild 

Jared Spurgeon 

Jacob Middleton (852 mins) 

Montreal Canadiens 
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Mike Matheson 

David Savard (220 mins) 

New Jersey Devils 

Dougie Hamilton 

Jonas Siegenthaler (827 mins) 

Nashville Predators 

Roman Josi 

Ryan McDonagh (532 mins), Dante Fabbro (233 mins) 

New York Islanders 

Adam Pelech 

Ryan Pulock (556 mins) 

New York Rangers 

Adam Fox 

Ryan Lindgren (812 mins) 

Ottawa Senators 

Thomas Chabot 

Artem Zub (415 mins) 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Ivan Provorov 

Tony DeAngelo (409 mins), Cam York (333 mins), Rasmus Ristolainen 
(249 mins) 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Kris Letang 

Brian Dumoulin (400 mins), Marcus Pettersson (317 mins) 

Seattle Kraken 

Vince Dunn 

Adam Larsson (1085 mins) 

San Jose Sharks 

Erik Karlsson 

Jaycob Megna 

St. Louis Blues 

Colton Parayko 

Nick Leddy (729 mins) 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Victor Hedman 

Zach Bogosian (296 mins), Erik Cernak (213 mins) 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Morgan Rielly 

TJ Brodie (277 mins) 

Vancouver Canucks 

Quinn Hughes 

Luke Schenn (449 mins), Ethan Bear (297 mins) 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Alex Pietrangelo 

Alec Martinez (641 mins) 

Winnipeg Jets 

Josh Morrissey 

Dylan DeMelo (553 mins), Neal Pionk (445 mins) 

Washington Capitals 

John Carlson 

Erik Gustafsson (288 mins) 

We’ll look at the goals for and against differential when that top pair is on 
the ice as a simple measure of performance. That’s obviously not a 
perfect instrument as the results are influenced by the other players the 
pair shares the ice with and shooting/goaltending luck, but if we apply 
context by also looking at the pair’s play-driving numbers (which we’ll 
include in the chart), we’ll get a decent big-picture view. Here are the 
numbers so far, sorted by each pair’s five-on-five goal differential rate. 

NHL first pairs' five-on-five goal differential 

It shouldn’t come as a shocker that the best team in the league also 
boasts the most dominant top pair in terms of goal share. Hampus 
Lindholm admirably held the fort down early in the season, when Charlie 
McAvoy was hurt, by playing some of the best hockey of his career. 
McAvoy’s returned and delivered elite results since. McAvoy’s always 
been one of the best shutdown defensemen in the league but he’s also 
scored 43 points in 50 games, the best offensive pace of his career. This 
won’t be the year for him to win a Norris Trophy because of the missed 
time, Lindholm’s elite play, and some stiff competition but it’d be a shame 
if McAvoy doesn’t win a Norris at least once in his career. 

Seattle’s top pair ranking second-best in goal differential was a bit of a 
surprise. For years, Vince Dunn flashed high-end top-four potential but 
never fully actualized it. He’d play inconsistently and give back a lot of his 
value defensively. Last season, Dunn’s 45.8 percent expected goal share 
ranked sixth among Kraken defensemen. Dunn has broken out this year, 
flourishing in a top-pair role with heavier minutes and matchups. He’s on 
pace for 63 points while driving significantly better two-way results, 
including a 54.4 percent share of shot attempts. Adam Larsson deserves 
a lot of credit for his part as the physical, defensive conscience of 
Seattle’s top pair. 

It’s worth pointing out that Dunn has an exceedingly-high 12 percent on-
ice shooting percentage, which means that his pair’s league-best 
offensive goals-for rate will probably cool down. 

Dougie Hamilton went from producing an underwhelming 30 points in 62 
games through an injury-riddled 2021-22, to 18 goals and 61 points in 63 
games this season. That’s helped the Devils’ top pair drive goals for at 
the second-highest rate in the NHL. Jonas Siegenthaler’s high-end 
defensive chops — he’s one of the most underrated shutdown defenders 
in the league — has added the defensive balance that Jaccob Slavin 
used to bring as Hamilton’s partner in Carolina. 

Minnesota’s duo of Jared Spurgeon and Jake Middleton has been the 
stingiest first pair in the NHL, surrendering just 1.52 goals against per 
hour. That’s been a big help for the Wild because Matt Dumba’s 
inconsistent campaign has deflated the second pair’s results compared 
to last season. Over the last three seasons, Spurgeon’s goals-against 
rate ranks third best among all NHL defensemen who’ve logged at least 
2000 five-on-five minutes. 

Lowest goals-against rate since 2020-21 

After Minnesota, there are about eight teams from No.5  to No. 11 closely 
bunched together that are all getting excellent first-pair results. The 
Predators lead the pack in this second tier, which shouldn’t surprise 
anybody considering Roman Josi’s elite track record. 
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It says a lot about Jakob Chychrun’s bounce-back performance that he 
helped Arizona land inside the top 10. Chychrun propped the Coyotes up 
to break-even results in shots and scoring chances during his even-
strength minutes, which is enormously impressive considering the lack of 
help around him. With both Chychrun and his most regular partner, 
Shayne Gostisbehere, moved at the trade deadline, it’ll be fascinating to 
see how much that helps the Coyotes’ tank effort down the stretch. 

The Stars’ top forward line is so dominant that it can overshadow the elite 
play of Miro Heiskanen. Heiskanen has always been one of the best 
shutdown defenders in all of hockey but we’ve seen his offense finally 
unlocked now that Dallas has played a more aggressive offensive system 
and given him full-time PP1 opportunities — now with John Klingberg 
gone. That’s pushed Heiskanen to produce at a 64-point pace. The Stars 
have needed Heiskanen’s workhorse, two-way play at the top of the 
lineup because Ryan Suter’s decline has left the club’s defensive depth 
vulnerable at times. 

Vancouver clocks in next at No. 8. Quinn Hughes has been outstanding 
after the first month or so of the season. Hughes’ defensive game has 
improved significantly since his sophomore campaign in 2020-21. He’s 
riding a career-high 12.3 percent on-ice shooting percentage so he’s 
been boosted by some good fortune. But the drag of playing on a 
Canucks team that’s been a trainwreck prior to Rick Tocchet’s hiring and 
not having a true top-four caliber partner (Luke Schenn and Ethan Bear 
are his two most common partners and he’s currently paired with AHL 
call-up Noah Juulsen) means Hughes has had a lot less help than most 
of his peers. 

The Rangers, Hurricanes and Sabres check in from Nos. 9-11. All of 
those teams have an elite No. 1 defender at the wheel with Adam Fox, 
Jaccob Slavin and Rasmus Dahlin respectively. 

Slavin’s continued whirring as a defensive machine. He guided Carolina’s 
top pair to the second-best results in the league in last year’s exercise. 
The unique combination of size, skating and defensive intelligence he 
possesses makes life easy for whoever he plays with. He helped 
Hamilton cash in a huge UFA contract, DeAngelo rebuilt his value with 
Slavin and now Brent Burns has had one of his best seasons in recent 
memory. The Hurricanes’ top pair probably deserves an extra bounce or 
two, considering they’ve dominated possession to the tune of a 62.7 
percent shot attempt share. 

The Avalanche are still getting strong results from their top pair but it’s 
not quite the same as last year when they ranked No.1 in the NHL. This 
is where context is important. Makar and Toews would be much higher 
on this list if they weren’t fatigued earlier this season. Blue line injuries to 
Bowen Byram and Josh Manson, coupled with the decimated forward 
core, created a stretch earlier in the season where Avalanche coach 
Jared Bednar was forced to play the wheels off the Makar-Toews pair 
just to keep Colorado in the playoff race. Makar leads all NHL players in 
averaging 26:42 per game, and he and Toews wore down at points. 

The Flames and Islanders are getting solid play from their respective first 
pairs. Adam Pelech is undoubtedly one of the X-factors for New York, in 
particular. The Islanders went 7-9-5 when he was out for about six weeks 
with an injury. It took time to ramp back up to playing at his peak level 
even when he returned. Pelech is playing well again, which explains part 
of the reason why the Islanders have continued racking up wins despite 
Mathew Barzal and Jean-Gabriel Pageau’s absences. 

Edmonton would probably like to squeeze better results out of its first pair 
when you consider how much time on ice they share with Connor 
McDavid. Mattias Ekholm will be able to chew up tough matchups and 
defensive-zone starts on the second pair, which can hopefully take some 
of the pressure off Darnell Nurse and Cody Ceci. 

Josh Morrissey’s been excellent for most of the season. He’s one of the 
league’s most improved players this year. But quietly, the first-pair results 
have slipped. In the last 15 games, the Jets have been outscored by 
three goals with Morrissey deployed at five-on-five. During that stretch, 
Morrissey’s 48.9 percent shot attempt share and 45.4 percent expected 
goal share both rank sixth among Jets defenders. 

Winnipeg’s firm grip on a playoff spot has loosened recently, with Calgary 
sitting just four points back for the final wild-card spot. Connor 
Hellebuyck’s rough patch is the biggest reason for the club’s recent funk, 
but the club would surely love to see excellent results from its top pair 
again. 

Victor Hedman’s two-way form hasn’t been quite as commanding as 
we’re used to. Ryan McDonagh’s departure has forced Tampa Bay to 
experiment with new top-four combinations and as colleague Dom 
Luszczyszyn pointed out, Hedman hasn’t quite meshed with Erik Cernak. 
Hedman and Cernak have logged 213 five-on-five minutes together, in 
which they’ve controlled just 46 percent of expected goals and been 
outscored 12-7. 

Erik Karlsson’s carried the Sharks’ top pair to the third-highest goals for 
rate in the league. He leads all NHL players with 53 five-on-five points. 
The reason his pairing isn’t higher on this list is that San Jose’s first pair 
is also surrendering goals at the third-highest rate defensively. That isn’t 
really Karlsson’s fault though. 

Karlsson’s 2.65 expected goals against per hour rate is lower than it was 
the last two years. He’s also been on the ice for less than 30 shots 
against per hour for the first time since 2019-20. In other words, 
Karlsson’s defensive metrics are fine. The reason the Sharks’ top pair is 
getting scored on a lot mostly comes down to bad goaltending. 
Karlsson’s had basically no help as well — Jaycob Megna, Mario Ferraro 
and Scott Harrington are the three defenders who’ve logged at least 100 
five-on-five minutes next to him. 

Drew Doughty hasn’t been quite as imposing as last season when he 
was operating at a borderline Norris-caliber level. But he’s still playing 
solid two-way hockey and most importantly, has stayed healthy. 

Mike Matheson revived his career last season in Pittsburgh. He’s 
continued that form in Montreal, where he’s driven a positive goal share 
for a rebuilding Canadiens team. Montreal’s young, inexperienced blue 
line desperately needed the high-end skating and veteran savvy that he’s 
brought to the table. 

The Leafs’ top pair isn’t as high as you’d like it to be considering their 
Cup contention aspirations. It’s still an open question as to whether 
Morgan Rielly is a true talent No.1 defenseman on a contender because 
of how unreliable his defensive play is. Toronto beefed up its blue line at 
the trade deadline so the club is banking on there being enough 
insulation around Rielly to evenly distribute the tougher assignments and 
hopefully excel by committee. 

Vegas’ top pair has essentially played to break-even results across the 
board, whether you look at shots, scoring chances or actual goals. Shea 
Theodore has been a force of nature on Vegas’ second pair which has 
outscored opponents by 17 goals, so that’s compensated for the first 
pair’s middling results. 

The Capitals have been decimated by injuries and that includes John 
Carlsson, who’s suited up in just 30 games this year and isn’t slated to 
return any time soon. 

Ottawa’s first pair has trailed, in large part because Thomas Chabot has 
had a down season where he’s been leaky defensively. With Chychrun 
now in the fold and Jake Sanderson’s emergence, one would hope that 
can ease the heavy burden on Chabot, which could stabilize his 
defensive results. 

Pittsburgh’s top pair has faced a lot of adversity. Kris Letang has had a 
very difficult year, recovering from a stroke and dealing with the loss of 
his father. Brian Dumoulin, Letang’s longtime caddy, meanwhile, has 
struggled at times on the ice, particularly at the beginning of the season. 

In Detroit, the Ben Chiarot experiment on the first pair ended poorly. He 
never built chemistry with Moritz Seider. Seider’s results have taken off 
now that Chiarot has been replaced by Jake Walman. 

Florida’s top pair has fallen off dramatically due to MacKenzie Weegar’s 
loss and Aaron Ekblad’s disappointing campaign. 
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It shouldn’t be surprising to see Philadelphia, Anaheim, St. Louis and 
Chicago near the bottom. All of those top pairs are led by a player who’s 
not quite a No. 1, with a less-than-stellar partner and an awful team 
environment. 

Zach Werenski’s devastating injury left a Blue Jackets blue line that was 
already thin in shambles. Vladislav Gavrikov is a solid, reliable player but 
thrusting him into a top-pair role with very little help and goaltenders who 
haven’t been able to stop pucks is a recipe for disaster. 

Stats and research courtesy of Natural Stat Trick 
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NHL style power rankings: Patrik Laine, Pat Maroon, pets and more 

 

Rhiannon Walker  

 

Most weeks, there’s some sort of theme I like to highlight in the style 
power rankings. Animals took center stage around the NHL the last two 
weeks. 

There was a pair of teammates duking it out for the No. 1 spot, and we 
saw one NHL team encourage their players to bring their pets to work. 
We love a pet agenda around here. 

Another team invited members of the “Star Wars” series to come to the 
arena, and that made for some fun photos. To add, a few teams got 
some key players back as they prepare for the final leg of the season. 

With so many different things going, it made for a fun, somewhat random 
and interesting ranking! 

To get more stories like this delivered to your feed, follow our Culture 
vertical. 

10. Max Domi 

What is the proper attire when one is traded at the last minute of the 
NHL’s trade deadline? Simple answer: Wear your new team’s colors the 
way Domi did here. The former Chicago Blackhawks center was dealt to 
the Dallas Stars, and he showed up to American Airlines Center in this 
evergreen suit with a black T-shirt and gold necklace for enhancement. 

9. Dan Vladar 

I see the Calgary Flames goalie “has that dog in him,” as the kids say. 
But in all seriousness, Vladar’s tie is really the showstopper for this suit. It 
looks as if there are two different designs between the suit jacket (plaid) 
and the pants (stripes). I don’t see that every day, though he’s getting 
points for all of the blues effortlessly matching one another. 

8. Anthony Duclair 

If we want to discuss Black History Month threads I absolutely loved, the 
Florida Panthers took the crown for me. The artist they worked with not 
only dove into using the Black Panthers as his focal point for creation, but 
he was inspired by Tupac Shakur’s “The Rose That Grew from 
Concrete,” to create the team’s warmups. Duclair, Florida’s star forward 
who recently returned this season from an left Achilles injury, is expected 
to help the Panthers in the final leg of their playoff push in the Eastern 
Conference. 

7. Alexander Wennberg 

A wool suit jacket? The Seattle Kraken center has my attention breaking 
out this underused (in my opinion) texture. Every winter, I’ll see players 
incorporating this fabric into more of their wardrobes, but it’s March, and 
this is one of the few times someone has given me a chance to spotlight 
it. Like linen, it had a very classy and old-timey look — I really do 

appreciate it — and Wennberg does one better by allowing it to be the 
highlight of his outfit. 

6. Pat Maroon 

All I’m going to say is I wish the Tampa Bay Lightning could’ve held onto 
this until May 4. Then I could’ve truly had some fun with my “Star Wars” 
commentary. Still, I love the coral-colored suit on the winger, and the 
floral tie adds to the centerpiece. The stormtroopers also approved, 
clearly. 

5. Jordan Harris 

When everyone else goes with a solid color for their suits, stand out like 
Harris with a light blue and red plaid suit. Nice touch with the white gold 
tie, too. The Montreal Canadiens defenseman is expected to be a key 
player in the long-term success for the franchise moving forward. 

4. Buffalo Sabres 

Every other ranking, I feel like an NHL team has me looking to spend 
money on a cool jersey. In last month’s rankings, the Buffalo Sabres 
featured jerseys from local programs. Those aren’t generally on sale for 
the public, so I didn’t stand much of a chance there. The Canadiens went 
with a similar idea and used the catwalk a week ago to show minor-
league teams across Québec. I need you all to go through this slideshow 
to see these jerseys. 

3. Elvis Merzļikins 

The Columbus Blue Jackets goalie couldn’t let his teammate Patrik Laine 
have all the fun when it comes to showing off his style. Hats clearly were 
the centerpiece of Merzļikins’ attire as he matched his pants and 
suspenders to his brimmed hat. He then transitioned to a beanie he used 
in a mostly black ensemble. 

2. Alex Ovechkin 

Well, well, well. If it isn’t the NHL’s second all-time leading scorer with his 
adorable puppy for the Washington Capitals “Caps Canines Night.” I’m 
going to assume that the future Hall of Fame winger matched his boots 
with his puppy’s fur. But the Caps, being the ever-inclusive team it is, 
didn’t just invite its players to bring their pups. Scroll through the 
slideshow and see Nicklas Bäckström with his cat! 

1. Patrik Laine 

If there’s one thing the Blue Jackets’ winger doesn’t miss on, it’s his fits. 
In the last two weeks, he decided he’s not just going to show up, but 
show off his extensive closet collection with these gorgeous ensembles. 
There’s exceptional color coordination in both of them. The black and red 
outfit is the most fun, because Laine loves pulling out something the 
people haven’t seen. But if you’ve been following, you’ll know the silk 
blue tracksuit with the matching Louis Vuitton bag is my absolute favorite. 
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ESPN / What's next for the Flyers after Chuck Fletcher's firing? 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

The Philadelphia Flyers fired president of hockey operations and general 
manager Chuck Fletcher on Friday. 

Why was he fired? Who are the top candidates to take his place? And 
what should be the short- and long-term plans to get the team back on 
track? 

Here's the current and future state of the Flyers: 
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Why was Chuck Fletcher let go? 

Fletcher was hired in Dec. 2018 to take the team to the next level. 
Former GM Ron Hextall had populated the roster with young talent. 
Fletcher, a former GM of the Minnesota Wild, was tasked with doing what 
was necessary to transform the team into a Stanley Cup contender. 

"Chuck has earned success throughout his impressive NHL career and 
offers the right mix of expertise, business acumen and leadership 
qualities that the Flyers need today as we work to achieve our ultimate 
goal, the Stanley Cup championship," Dave Scott, chairman and CEO of 
Comcast Spectacor and Flyers governor, said at the time. 

Instead of the Stanley Cup, the Flyers had just one playoff appearance in 
Fletcher's tenure, making the second round in 2020 during the pandemic 
bubble playoffs. 

How much of that lack of success was Fletcher's fault? It's reasonable to 
debate. Scott even mentioned "challenges" in his comments announcing 
Fletcher's firing. 

"Chuck faced significant challenges during his time as president and 
general manager, including some that were outside of his control, but we 
have reached a point at which we must move in a different direction and 
look to the future under new leadership," Scott said. 

He's not wrong: 

    Nolan Patrick, the 2017 No. 2 overall pick, was a bust because of 
injuries and other ailments before being traded. 

    Players like Selke Trophy winner Sean Couturier were also slowed by 
injuries. 

    Forward Oskar Lindblom was diagnosed with cancer. 

    Key defenseman Matt Niskanen surprised the team by retiring in 2020. 

    Ryan Ellis, the defenseman Fletcher acquired from Nashville to 
basically replace Niskanen, has played just four games with the Flyers 
since arriving in July 2021. 

    Goalie Carter Hart went from building a Vezina Trophy case to 
rebuilding his game back to respectability during Fletcher's tenure. 

Every button Fletcher pushed seemed to malfunction. Meanwhile, 
powerful voices within the organization were encouraging the team to 
make moves that also haven't panned out, like long-term contracts to 
some veteran players. 

That's not to excuse Fletcher. One playoff appearance is unacceptable 
and the current state of the team is shambolic. Sources told ESPN that 
Fletcher was close to being fired last November. Instead, he was sent 
packing after a trade deadline where the Flyers did little to improve their 
team. 

In fact, the biggest news for the Flyers at the deadline was a move they 
didn't make. Fletcher had to swallow his pride and explain how a trade 
with Detroit for popular veteran winger James van Riemsdyk fell through 
-- and how he was unable to create a market for the pending free agent 
beyond one team. 

It begs the question: Why was Fletcher allowed to manage that deadline 
to begin with, given his tenuous status? Especially since he was fired just 
one week later. 

Who are the candidates to become the new Flyers GM? 

After firing Fletcher, the Flyers announced Daniel Briere as interim 
general manager while the team begins restructuring its hockey 
operations department. Briere had been the special assistant to the 
general manager. 

The Flyers also announced a significant change to their hierarchy on 
Friday: They're splitting the roles of president of hockey operations and 
general manager. 

"We view this as a critical opportunity to not only reestablish the standard 
of excellence that our fans expect, but also to bring new energy, 
accountability and strategic vision to our organization," Scott said. 

Briere, 45, is obviously at the top of the watch list for the GM opening. 

The former NHL All-Star center joined the Flyers last season as a special 
assistant to the general manager. Before that, he ran the day-to-day 
operations of the ECHL Maine Mariners, a team the Flyers had 
purchased. Briere was a finalist for the Montreal Canadiens' GM job that 
eventually went to Kent Hughes. 

Multiple sources told ESPN they believe the job could be Briere's to lose 
during this interim period. 

If it's not Briere, other candidates could include Ray Whitney, the former 
NHL forward who is currently a member of the league's department of 
player safety. He was a finalist for the opening in San Jose last summer. 
Ray Shero, the former Pittsburgh Penguins and New Jersey Devils 
general manager, is currently an adviser with the Wild. There's big-time 
name recognition there: His father, Fred Shero, coached the Flyers to 
their only two Stanley Cup wins in 1974 and 1975. 

Other recent general manager candidates have included former Canucks 
boss Mike Gillis, who had been in the conversation for new NHLPA 
executive director; former Toronto GM Dave Nonis; and Tampa Bay 
director of hockey operations Mathieu Darche. 

Other possibilities include two currently with the Calgary Flames: 
Assistant GM Brad Pascall, who is seen as a rising star in some circles; 
and GM Brad Treliving, who has an expiring contract while the Flames 
are in danger of missing the playoffs. 

Typically, a president of hockey operations job gets filled before a 
general manager is named, such as when the Vancouver Canucks hired 
Jim Rutherford before he hired GM Patrik Allvin. But the Flyers could 
very well hire their general manager before they hire a president of 
hockey operations, given that Briere has the inside track. 

With Briere in the driver's seat for general manager, the mystery might be 
who serves as the team's president of hockey operations. While Briere 
reportedly has a good relationship with the business side of the Flyers, 
he might want a liaison to manage those relationships. Hence, that role 
could be less "top of the hockey operations pyramid" than someone 
overseeing the totality of the organization. 

Two names to keep in mind: Angela Ruggiero, former U.S. Olympic 
hockey player and Hockey Hall of Famer; and ESPN hockey analyst 
Kevin Weekes, who has been in the mix for several NHL managerial 
roles. Either could also be a front-facing voice for the hockey operations 
department as Briere (or another GM) digs into the organization. 

Of course, a president of hockey ops and a general manager also 
typically like to hire their own coach, too. But coach John Tortorella was 
hired last offseason and is signed through the 2025-26 season at a 
reported $4 million annually. Whoever takes over the Flyers inherits 
Tortorella. It's as much his team as anyone's. 

What's the short-term plan for the Flyers? 

From a roster standpoint, let's start with the good news: The Flyers have 
their own first-round draft pick and have just under a 7% chance of 
securing the first or second overall pick in the lottery. With centers 
Connor Bedard and Adam Fantilli at the top of that draft, their fingers will 
be crossed and good luck charms will be clutched. 

Now the bad news: The roster needs a major makeover. 

As Tortorella said in December: "This team needs to be built and it needs 
to be built from the footers. We're not even in the foundation. We're in the 
footer position as far as I'm concerned, just to try to build this foundation 
the proper way." 

They have only three unrestricted free agents in van Riemsdyk, 
defenseman Justin Braun and winger Brendan Lemieux. For a team 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 11, 2023 

 

that'll miss the playoffs for a third straight season, they have far too many 
veteran players on far too many long-term contracts: center Kevin Hayes 
($7,142,857 average annual value through 2025-26), defenseman Ivan 
Provorov ($6.75 million AAV through 2024-25), defenseman Rasmus 
Ristolainen ($5.1 million AAV through 2026-27), winger Cam Atkinson 
($5.875 million AAV through 2024-25) and winger Travis Konecny ($5.5 
million AAV through 2024-25) among them. 

Whoever takes over will have to find ways to aggressively remake this 
roster that Fletcher couldn't execute. 

"We know that this will be a multiyear process, and we are committed to 
doing it right, because we want to put this franchise on a path toward 
winning the Stanley Cup, period," Scott said. 

What's the biggest issue facing the Flyers' front office? 

As one NHL source termed it: "Too many cooks." 

The Flyers have four senior advisers on their payroll. Three are former 
NHL general managers of some renown: Paul Holmgren, who has been 
with the organization for five decades and served as general manager 
from 2006-14; Dean Lombardi, who built a Los Angeles Kings team that 
won two Stanley Cups last decade; and Bobby Clarke, a general 
manager for 19 seasons in Philadelphia and whose name is synonymous 
with Flyers hockey. There's also a fourth senior adviser in Bill Barber, a 
former Flyers coach. 

These are not honorary titles or silent advisers. These are influential 
voices behind the scenes who have the ear of Scott and have plotted the 
course for the franchise -- a course that, let's face it, has sent the Flyers 
through choppy waters and straight into the rocks. 

Any full reassessment of the hockey operations side has to include a 
reconsideration of who is steering this ship -- either changes to that 
senior adviser staff or giving the president of hockey operations and 
general manager more influence and autonomy away from those shadow 
governors. That's essential. 

According to NHL sources, another issue with the Flyers is the 
relationship between the hockey operations side and the business side. 

The word used by one source was "disconnection." There have also 
been moments like when Provorov opted not to wear a Pride Night jersey 
and was allowed to sit out of warmups before a game in January. The 
Flyers' marketing team wasn't privy to that decision by the hockey staff. 
The fallout created a controversy that overshadowed the franchise's work 
on behalf of the LGBTQ+ community. 

Scott had been both the chairman and CEO of Spectacor until last 
month, when Dan Hilferty was hired as the new CEO. He was the 
president and CEO of Independence Blue Cross. He most recently led 
Philadelphia's successful bid to be a host city for the 2026 World FIFA 
World Cup. When hired, he called himself "a longtime Philadelphian and 
a tenacious Flyers fan." 

Hilferty joins Scott and Valerie Camillo, the president and CEO of 
Spectacor sports and entertainment, in the business side's power 
structure. It's unclear how the dynamics shift, if at all, with Hilferty as 
CEO. But Flyers writer Anthony SanFilippo recently reported that 
Hilferty's influence on hockey operations won't be substantial. 

"Hilferty wasn't brought in to take Scott's job, but rather to manage other 
parts of it while Scott is focusing more on the Flyers specifically," 
SanFilippo said. 

Whoever replaces either of Fletcher's jobs will have to manage all of 
these relationships, too. 

It all adds up to a summer of upheaval in Philadelphia, for a franchise 
that needs it. 
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ESPN / NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, toughest remaining stretch for 
each team 

 

Kristen Shilton 

 

The 2022-23 NHL trade deadline has passed. The grades have been 
handed out to GMs of all 32 teams. Now, it's time for the rush to the 
playoffs to begin. 

For this week's edition of the NHL Power Rankings, we have identified 
the toughest remaining stretch for each team for the duration of the 
season. These games will have an outsized impact on the playoff races -
- and the draft lottery. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, analysts, 
reporters and editors rates teams against one another -- taking into 
account game results, injuries and upcoming schedule -- and those 
results are tabulated to produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the most recent edition,  

Published Feb. 24. Points percentages are through Thursday's games. 

1. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 1 

Points percentage: 81.75% 

Next seven days: vs. DET (March 11), @ DET (March 12), @ CHI 
(March 14), @ WPG (March 16) 

Boston makes everything look easy this season. But the Bruins do have 
a short road trip coming up against three teams banking on points to 
keep pace in the playoff race: Winnipeg, Minnesota and Buffalo. The 
latter two are back-to-back tilts, and Boston could have its hands full 
fending off some desperation-fueled clubs. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 2 

Points percentage: 74.60% 

Next seven days: vs. VGK (March 11), @ NJ (March 12), vs. WPG 
(March 14) 

Carolina will need all hands on deck at month's end when, in a week's 
span, it takes on the Rangers (twice), Maple Leafs, Bruins and Lightning. 
That's a heavyweight schedule to handle for any team -- even one so 
impressive as the Hurricanes. 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 3 

Points percentage: 67.19% 

Next seven days: vs. EDM (March 11), vs. BUF (March 13), vs. COL 
(March 15) 

Toronto steps right past the trade deadline into a six-day, four-game 
homestand against Edmonton, Buffalo, Colorado and Carolina. All of 
those teams are in playoff position, or battling for a spot. Lineups filled 
with star players. One after the other. At least the Leafs have home-ice 
advantage? 

4. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 5 

Points percentage: 70.31% 
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Next seven days: @ MTL (March 11), vs. CAR (March 12), vs. TB (March 
14), vs. TB (March 16) 

New Jersey's post-deadline present is a week-and-a-half-long slate that 
includes facing Carolina and Tampa Bay (twice). Add a stopover against 
Alex Ovechkin and the Capitals plus the upstarts in Montreal and it 
projects to be a real baptism-by-fire for the new-look Devils. 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 4 

Points percentage: 63.08% 

Next seven days: vs. CHI (March 11), vs. WPG (March 12), @ NJ (March 
14), @ NJ (March 16) 

Tampa Bay will navigate a weird wrinkle in its schedule when it takes on 
New Jersey three times in six nights (with a meeting against Montreal 
sandwiched in between for good measure). The Devils were tough 
enough before the Timo Meier acquisition; they'll be even harder for the 
Lightning to manage with him in the fold. 

6. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 7 

Points percentage: 63.85% 

Next seven days: @ SEA (March 11), @ SEA (March 13), @ VAN 
(March 14), @ EDM (March 16) 

Dallas has a mighty road trip to tackle in March. It starts in Buffalo, 
swings to Seattle for two games against the Kraken, then takes the Stars 
through all three Western Canada clubs -- in just 10 days. Dallas had a 
rough February; rebounding in March won't be easy, either. 

7. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 9 

Points percentage: 64.62% 

Next seven days: @ CAR (March 11), @ STL (March 12), @ PHI (March 
14), vs. CGY (March 16) 

Vegas owns a precarious hold on the Pacific Division's top seed. Los 
Angeles is right behind, which makes the Golden Knights' run at the end 
of the month with meetings against Vancouver, Calgary and Edmonton 
(twice) as potentially impactful a stretch as any they'll see through the 
remaining regular season. 

8. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 13 

Points percentage: 63.64% 

Next seven days: vs. NSH (March 11), vs. NYI (March 14), vs. CBJ 
(March 16) 

Los Angeles had better keep something in the tank for the home stretch. 
In a short 10-day period they'll see Edmonton twice, plus playoff-bound 
Seattle, Vegas and Colorado. A supreme testing ground for the Kings. 

9. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 8 

Points percentage: 61.54% 

Next seven days: vs. DAL (March 11), vs. DAL (March 13), @ SJ (March 
16) 

Seattle's upcoming schedule includes a key slate of matchups against 
Western Conference clubs -- Edmonton, Dallas, Nashville (twice) and 
Minnesota -- from whom the Kraken need to take points. Seattle's 
clinging to third in the Pacific now and those nine days of action, if 
successful, go a long way in securing the Kraken's postseason debut. 

10. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 15 

Points percentage: 62.31% 

Next seven days: @ SJ (March 11), @ ARI (March 12), @ STL (March 
15) 

Minnesota transitions from March to April with a jam-packed slate of 
Seattle, Colorado, Vegas -- twice -- and Pittsburgh. Depending on what 
postseason fates have already been determined by then, it'll give 
Minnesota plenty with which to cope. 

11. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 6 

Points percentage: 63.28% 

Next seven days: @ BUF (March 11), @ PIT (March 12), vs. WSH 
(March 14), vs. PIT (March 16) 

New York loaded up before the trade deadline. They'll need their talent 
rolling by mid-month with three (!) meetings against Pittsburgh in seven 
days, plus a tilt with Washington thrown in too. Follow that up with a 
home-and-home against Carolina and the Rangers have a heavy 
workload ahead. 

12. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 12 

Points percentage: 60.61% 

Next seven days: @ TOR (March 11), vs. OTT (March 14), vs. DAL 
(March 16) 

Edmonton should already be eyeing what's ahead in late March into 
April: A crucial stretch run with two games apiece against Vegas and Los 
Angeles, the Pacific Division foes with whom they've been jockeying in 
the standings. Those games could be quite meaningful in the end. 

13. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 11 

Points percentage: 60.32% 

Next seven days: vs. ARI (March 11), @ MTL (March 13), @ TOR 
(March 15), @ OTT (March 16) 

Colorado is in for a potentially hard finish into April when they face Los 
Angeles, Edmonton, Winnipeg and Nashville in four of their final regular 
season games. Depending on how March plays out there could be 
serious playoff-positioning points on the line. 

14. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 10 

Points percentage: 57.69% 

Next seven days: @ FLA (March 11), @ TB (March 12), @ CAR (March 
14), vs. BOS (March 16) 

Winnipeg's most daunting post-deadline dates? A back-to-back in the 
Sunshine State with Florida and Tampa Bay, followed by games against 
the Eastern Conference powerhouses in Carolina and Boston. Add a 
back-to-back with Nashville and St. Louis right after and ... ouch. 

15. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 14 

Points percentage: 57.81% 

Next seven days: vs. PHI (March 11), vs. NYR (March 12), vs. MTL 
(March 14), @ NYR (March 16) 
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Pittsburgh's best chance of making the playoffs is in a wild-card slot. 
Taking points from their Metropolitan Division rivals is also imperative -- 
hence why their mid-March movement with three games against the New 
York Rangers and one against the Islanders will be so tough. There's a 
lot riding on the Penguins' performances. 

16. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 19 

Points percentage: 56.72% 

Next seven days: vs. WSH (March 11), @ LA (March 14), @ ANA (March 
15) 

New York runs right into a pack of playoff hopefuls late this month with 
games that might have seismic implications -- the Islanders tangle with 
Buffalo, New Jersey, Washington, Tampa Bay (twice) and Carolina in 
rapid succession. How high could the fun meter be there? 

17. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 25 

Points percentage: 54.69% 

Next seven days: @ VAN (March 11), @ CGY (March 12), @ EDM 
(March 14), vs. COL (March 16) 

The Sens have propelled themselves back into the playoff hunt, but 
theirs is a difficult schedule until the end. Likely to be the most 
challenging: an early-April slate of Carolina, Florida, Tampa Bay, 
Carolina and Buffalo. Much could go wrong. Much could go right. One 
way or another, that's where the Senators' (regular) season ends. 

18. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 17 

Points percentage: 54.62% 

Next seven days: vs. ANA (March 10), vs. OTT (March 12), @ ARI 
(March 14), @ VGK (March 16) 

Calgary's toughest upcoming week is populated by Western Conference 
dynamos. Namely, there's a pair of meetings with Vegas, one with Dallas 
and another with Los Angeles. Could be a make-or-break moment in 
Calgary's quest for a wild-card postseason slot. 

19. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 21 

Points percentage: 55.65% 

Next seven days: @ LA (March 11), @ ANA (March 12), vs. DET (March 
14), vs. CHI (March 16) 

Nashville might not be headed for the playoffs this season, but it doesn't 
make a steady diet of Seattle (twice), Toronto, Boston and Pittsburgh in 
the course of an upcoming week any less challenging -- especially if the 
Kraken and Penguins are desperately seeking points. 

20. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 18 

Points percentage: 53.13% 

Next seven days: vs. NYR (March 11), @ TOR (March 13), @ WSH 
(March 15) 

Buffalo projects to battle for a playoff berth until April. How potentially 
meaningful could a pair of games early that month against Florida and 
Detroit be in seeing that happen? By then, the standings could be tighter 
than ever. Those three days playing significant opponents will tell us a lot 
about Buffalo. 

21. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 20 

Points percentage: 53.85% 

Next seven days: vs. CHI (March 10), vs. WPG (March 11), vs. MTL 
(March 16) 

Florida works through four of its Atlantic Division rivals in short order late 
this month into April. If they're still clinging to playoff aspirations, it'll be a 
critical juncture seeing Ottawa, Toronto, and Montreal on the road, before 
heading home to face Buffalo. Then again, at that point the Panthers may 
have nothing to lose. 

22. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 16 

Points percentage: 52.34% 

Next seven days: @ BOS (March 11), vs. BOS (March 12), @ NSH 
(March 14) 

Detroit has a cruel April schedule ahead. It starts in Toronto, ends 
against Carolina and Tampa Bay (on the road) and has Buffalo, 
Pittsburgh and Dallas in between. That could have been quite a playoff 
primer for the Red Wings, though the postseason is looking like more of 
a distant outcome these days. 

23. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 22 

Points percentage: 52.27% 

Next seven days: @ NYI (March 11), @ NYR (March 14), vs. BUF 
(March 15) 

Washington comes out of trade deadline week into a devilish schedule 
that takes them into tilts with the Islanders, Rangers and Sabres. Those 
teams all added someone in the last few weeks, while the Capitals 
subtracted. 

24. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 23 

Points percentage: 47.66% 

Next seven days: @ CBJ (March 11), vs. VGK (March 12), vs. MIN 
(March 15) 

St. Louis could be singing a sour tune after a week-long stretch of tough 
Western Conference matchups against Vegas, Minnesota and Winnipeg. 
Add a trip to Washington in between to up the ante on a hard grind. 

25. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 26 

Points percentage: 46.09% 

Next seven days: vs. OTT (March 11), vs. DAL (March 14), @ ARI 
(March 16) 

Vancouver's upcoming homestand features Pacific Division foes in 
Calgary (twice), Los Angeles and Seattle. The Canucks will have their 
work cut out to get the best of those rivals and finish the season strong. 

26. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 24 

Points percentage: 45.38% 

Next seven days: @ PIT (March 11), vs. VGK (March 14) 

Philadelphia must grimace at their April schedule opening against Buffalo 
into a four-game road trip through Pittsburgh, St. Louis, Dallas and the 
Islanders. Then waiting at home? Boston. That's a taxing nine days. 
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27. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 27 

Points percentage: 44.62% 

Next seven days: vs. NJ (March 11), vs. COL (March 13), @ PIT (March 
14), @ FLA (March 16) 

Montreal has a daunting seven-game stretch ahead featuring a cast of 
top-end teams. The drive starts with New Jersey, ends with Boston, and 
rotates through Colorado, Tampa Bay (twice), Pittsburgh and Florida. 
Oof. 

28. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 28 

Points percentage: 37.88% 

Next seven days: vs. MIN (March 11), vs. CBJ (March 14), vs. SEA 
(March 16) 

San Jose is in for a rough ride to the end of their season with back-to-
back matchups against Colorado, two tilts against Edmonton and 
meetings with Winnipeg and Calgary. The schedule maker was not kind 
to the Sharks on this one. 

29. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 29 

Points percentage: 43.08% 

Next seven days: @ COL (March 11), vs. MIN (March 12), vs. CGY 
(March 14), vs. VAN (March 16) 

Arizona will be finishing out the month of March going head-to-head with 
Colorado (twice) and Edmonton (twice) and then hosting Dallas. That's a 
little too much familiarity with some top-tier teams if you ask us. 

30. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 32 

Points percentage: 39.23% 

Next seven days: @ CGY (March 10), s. NSH (March 12), vs. NYI 
(March 15) 

Anaheim glides into late March and early April on their last road trip of 
the season. It's something of a doozy for the Ducks, though, who will say 
hello to Seattle, Edmonton and Calgary before hosting the Oilers back 
home. That's some Pacific punch. 

31. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 31 

Points percentage: 36.72% 

Next seven days: vs. STL (March 11), @ SJ (March 14), @ LA (March 
16) 

Columbus will spend 10 days grinding through six teams (including the 
Rangers twice!) that are already in or gunning towards a playoff spot. 
Painful. Perhaps the Blue Jackets can play spoiler somewhere? 

32. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 30 

Points percentage: 38.28% 

Next seven days: @ FLA (March 10), @ TB (March 11), vs. BOS (March 
14), @ NSH (March 16) 

Chicago plays seven of its next eight games on the road -- with a home 
tilt against Boston mixed in! -- and suffice it to say when more than half 
those upcoming games are against projected playoff-bound teams 

(including Tampa Bay, Colorado and Minnesota) it ain't going to be an 
easy run. 
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Sportsnet.ca / ‘We just can't get that goal’: Flames’ offensive troubles 
hurting playoff hopes 

 

Eric Francis  

 

CALGARY — One by one they trudged out to the dressing room podium, 
hanging their heads after another devastating result. 

The outcome, the questions, the frustration, all the same as they have 
been far too often this season. 

A 3-1 loss to the Ducks of Anaheim Friday makes it three months and 
counting since these Calgary Flames pieced together a three-game 
winning streak.    

Three nights after consecutive road wins seemed to breathe new life into 
the Flames' sagging playoff hopes, they remind everyone why they are 
where they are: 

They can’t beat the teams they’re supposed to beat — the inexperienced, 
rebuilding, struggling squads all vying for Connor Bedard. 

Asked what can be read into the Flames’ losing record against non-
playoff teams, Darryl Sutter shrugged. 

“Well, neither are we,” said Sutter with a fact that is becoming 
increasingly apparent. 

“Sixteen make it, sixteen don’t.  

“I don’t put a whole lot into that at all.  

“I don’t think there’s enough of a gap in the league.” 

Sure there’s parity in the league. 

But there are also bottom feeders. 

The 29th-place Ducks sit dead last in the league in goals against per 
game, entering the evening allowing just over four goals an outing. 

Their goal differential was the first in the league to hit triple digits.   

On Friday the Flames made them look like a defensive juggernaut. 

This is the same Ducks team that traded away two veteran defenders at 
the deadline and still put on a clinic on how to shut things down from the 
midway point of a 2-1 game. 

This time it was John Gibson’s turn to look like a star against Calgary’s 
popgun offence, making 34 saves to deal the Flames yet another 
massive blow to their playoff dreams. 

Mikael Backlund's power play deflection opened the scoring six minutes 
into the second, only to see the Ducks answer 64 seconds later. 

Just after the midway point Calgary native Brett Leason put the Ducks up 
for good, setting up a late empty netter. 

You simply can’t lose a home game like that when you’re trailing the final 
wild card spot by four points with 16 games to go. 

It crushes the team’s rare momentum, gives hope to the idle Jets and 
ensures you lose ground on the rest of the league by succumbing to a 
squad the rest of the league beat up on. 
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“Yeah, it’s not acceptable — it’s happened quite a few times this year,” 
said MacKenzie Weegar of the team’s season-long penchant for playing 
down to their opponent.   

“It doesn’t matter who our opponent is, we need to play better than our 
opponent every night and focus on ourselves. 

“Dallas and Minnesota are two great teams, and we come up with two big 
wins on the road. 

“Then we come here and we kind of shit the bed against a team I feel is 
not at our standard.” 

Just like their previous five games, they got the goaltending. 

Jacob Markstom made several big saves to keep the game close. 

Coach liked the compete-level too. 

They’re just not good enough up front.  

“Honestly, I’m so frustrated,” said Rasmus Andersson, searching for 
words like his team forages for finishers. 

“We didn’t score. That’s the easy way to say it.  

“We’re dominating the game in the third and we just can’t get the tying 
goal or the leading goal. “It’s frustrating. It sucks. 

“It’s been the same story all season long. We’ve been in games and 
dominating games and losing one goal games … we just can’t get that 
goal.” 

They can’t get any traction either, missing out on yet another chance to 
build some semblance of mojo at the most crucial time of the year. 

Hope is in short supply around these parts, for good reason. 

The team is now 0-16-2 when trailing after two periods. 

Just like last Saturday, they were booed off the ice, as a puzzled fan 
base voices a frustration the players wear on their faces in every post-
game interview.   

“Sure there’s frustration,” said Sutter. 

“But not frustration that affects performance. 

“They’re givin’ it.” 

Givin’ it away. 

What’s left for the Flames is the league’s “easiest” strength of schedule, 
based on the combined winning percentages of those they have left to 
play. 

Just when you think the news couldn’t get worse. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Just like Gretzky, Oilers' McDavid set to shine in his return 
to Toronto 

 

Mark Spector  

 

TORONTO — It’s crazy how history repeats itself. But here we are, 40-
some years later, and we can’t wait for the same hockey game to start.  

Toronto’s prodigal son will return Saturday night, skating out of the 
visitor’s gate under the glare of the Hockey Night in Canada lights in the 
jersey — must we say it? — of those damned Edmonton Oilers.  

Again.  

First, it was Wayne Gretzky, the Brantford kid who is the best there ever 
was.  

And Saturday night, Newmarket’s Connor McDavid — the most dynamic, 
productive and exciting player in the game today, by a margin that 
increases each season like a Secretariat lead as he rumbled down the 
stretch.  

In only the second Saturday night game here in his career, we all suspect 
that McDavid would love to follow in the steps of The Great Gretzky, who 
saved his best for those Beatles-like visits to the old Maple Leaf Gardens 
back in the ’80s. There, amidst throngs of screaming fans out on Carlton 
St., Gretzky averaged a goal and 2.6 points per game in his career.  

“You would be scrambling to get tickets. Having to go pick ’em up so my 
Mom and Dad had their tickets before the game,” recalled Paul Coffey, 
the Hall of Fame defenceman who grew up in the Toronto suburb of 
Weston. “But coming into Toronto, whether you're 18, or you’re 35 and 
still playing (like Coffey was at the end), it's exciting.”  

“We’d land there for those games, and it was a different feel,” began 
Glenn Anderson, yet another Hall of Famer from those Oilers teams. “A 
lot of guys were coming home. Guys had played (for Toronto) in the past. 
It was Hockey Night in Canada.  

“All the clichés came out,” he laughed. “Whether they were true or not, all 
the clichés came out.”  

The story was told and re-told of Edmonton’s media relations man Bill 
Tuele walking outside the Gardens into the waiting mobs of ticket 
scalpers with one of Gretzky’s signed Titan sticks as currency, when 
there had been a mix-up and parents Walter and Phyllis Gretzky had 
been left without tickets to the game.  

McDavid, as is his way, downplayed his weekend in Toronto.  

“I don’t have a ton going on,” he shrugged after Friday’s practice. “Most 
of my family has moved away and I have buddies that are out and 
abroad. My brother is away as well. Not a lot of people circling it on their 
calendar.  

“I’m just having dinner with my mom and that’s about it. It shouldn’t be 
bad at all.”  

Anderson isn’t buying McDavid’s “aw shucks” shtick for a minute. He 
expects a game from McDavid on Saturday that will still be echoing 
through the hockey world come Wednesday or Thursday – especially 
after going pointless Thursday night in Boston.  

“As a professional athlete, you want to perform your best games ever in 
the city where you're from, or where you've been traded from. You just 
want to prove a point,” said Anderson, whose Oilers team record for 
game-winning goals is already well within McDavid’s sights. “Connor is 
going to try to put on a show. But Connor puts on a show every night, 
regardless.  

“He's at the top of his game right now,” Anderson said. “So you clear your 
schedule to make sure that you can watch him perform. He is that good 
of a player.”  

Incidentally, when McDavid says his visit “shouldn’t be bad at all,” he 
means expensive.  

On the road, there are tickets made available for the visiting players, but 
they must be purchased. No freebies.  

In Anderson’s day, the Maple Leafs charged $50 per ticket for family and 
friends. If you needed extras, you waded into the black market with a 
Gretzky twig or a wad of twenties.  

Today, the system is much more sophisticated. Rather than finding the 
Will Call window before the game or haggling with the unwashed, players 
simply supply a credit card number to the meticulous team services staff, 
who take care of everything.  
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Tickets, however, don’t cost fifty bucks anymore. In Toronto, they cost 
$650.  

“That’s, like, crazy!” said Anderson. “I had no idea.”  

Hamilton-born Darnell Nurse will wear out his Mastercard this weekend, 
but as little as possible.  

“I keep it tight. High requirements,” smiled the well-compensated Nurse. 
“You’ve got to be born in the same house; raised in the same house. Our 
grandparents (qualify). We keep it tight, but with that said, there are a lot 
of people in our family. It’s a big family.”  

Today, Coffey still wants to be in the rink for Toronto-Edmonton. He’s 
won three Norris Trophies an four Stanley Cups, but on a night like this 
one he’s no different than you or I.  

We all want to be in the centre of the hockey universe when Connor 
McDavid returns to Toronto — on a Saturday night, no less.   

“In years gone by you'd have Bob Cole, and before me it was Foster 
Hewitt.  It was Hockey Night in Canada, man. In Toronto,” Coffey said. 
“Now you’ve got four of the game's best going at it, with Connor and 
Leon and Matthews and Marner. We laid a pretty good beating on them 
last week in Edmonton (5-2 Oilers win), so we're going to expect their 
best. And we’d better have our best.”  

“When I was growing up it was called the ACC,” said Nurse, Edmonton 
top blue-liner today, just as Coffey was back in the day. “You’d go there, 
watch games, and always dream of one day having your family there in 
the stands. So it's always a little bit special when you're able to do that.”  

Here’s what we know about elite, elite players like the ones we’re talking 
to here: They all have egos.  

Some keep them in check better than others, but you don’t get to where 
they’re at without wanting to be better than the people around you. 
Without wanting to be the best.  

Coffey agrees with Anderson.  

McDavid can talk a good game about a three- or four-point night not 
being his priority — “I want an Edmonton Oilers win, that’s all I want. If … 
I have to play a lesser role then that’s OK too. The biggest thing is 
coming in here and winning a big game,” — but deep down inside, he 
wants both.  

A big night for the team, and a big night on the score sheet.  

“There's a reason why Connor is the best,” Coffey declares, “and there's 
a reason why he keeps exceeding his numbers every year. He walks into 
that rink and it’s all business. I don't care if it's Winnipeg, or Carolina. ‘I'm 
here to play the best I can. That's it.’  

“I still have visions a couple of years ago when he turned Morgan Reilly 
around. And that's a damn good defenseman.”  

What new visions will we have come Sunday morning?  

Isn’t that the beauty of it all?  

We get to watch the game, and see for ourselves. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 03.11.2023 

1271061 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs Notes: Marner talks carjack arrests; Keefe 
keeps tinkering 

 

Luke Fox  

 

TORONTO – Relief and appreciation. 

Those are the feelings Mitch Marner experienced when he answered a 
phone call from a Toronto Police detective a couple days ago and was 
informed that two of the three carjackers who snatched the hockey star’s 
vehicle at knife- and gunpoint had been arrested.  

Marner — who had spoken about the lingering mental effects of the 
frightening incident as recently as January — felt a rush of gratitude.  

“It’s great. Strictly because that problem has been going for a while now 
in Toronto,” Marner told reporters Friday at the Maple Leafs’ practice 
facility, mere blocks from the parking lot where the robbery occurred in 
May. 

“It’s pretty hard to try to narrow these people down because of what 
they’re doing, what they’re wearing and hiding their faces so well. It puts 
a lot of trust in the Toronto Police and knowing they’re getting the job 
done and not stopping and they’re trying to fix this problem. It’s a great 
relief to get that off the streets. We want this place to be safe.  

“This past year it hasn’t felt like that. It’s felt chaotic and crazy.” 

On May 16, three thieves arrived outside a Queensway movie theatre in 
a black Honda Civic at sundown, threatened Marner and fiancée 
Stephanie LaChance, then took off in Marner’s black 2021 Land Rover. 

One unidentified male suspect is still outstanding, according to the police 
report. He is to be considered armed and dangerous. 

Marner said that he and Lachance were bowled over by the outpouring of 
support once the carjacking went public. 

“Throughout late nights or just weird atmospheres, you get weird vibes 
sometimes,” Marner said. 

“It's something that still kind of goes in your mind every once in a while, 
when you’re getting into car late night or something. You never know 
what's gonna happen. You gotta be aware of your surroundings.” 

The investigators had been keeping Marner in the loop throughout their 
pursuit, but he had been trying not to let that scary night creep into his 
mind.  

He says he’ll be happy to stop talking about it and will try to forget it. 

“It’s nice to have that closure,” Marner said. 

Why Keefe keeps experimenting with seven defencemen 

With the Maple Leafs taking two days off after flying home from a three-
time-zone, five-game road trip that spanned their hectic trade deadline, 
three new faces were finally introduced to the club’s training facility 
Friday. 

Jake McCabe, Sam Lafferty, and Erik Gustafsson participated in their 
first home-ice practice. Luke Schenn 2.0 still hasn’t touched down in 
Toronto. 

Keefe says that Schenn remains in Vancouver to attend the birth of a 
new baby. The club is supportive of Schenn’s decision to put family first, 
and the defenceman has been skating on his own. 

Even with Schenn absent, the Leafs will once again deploy an 11-
forward, seven-defenceman lineup Saturday in their revenge match 
against the red-hot Edmonton Oilers, who scorched the Leafs 5-2 last 
week in Alberta.  

With Ryan O’Reilly on the shelf and six new pieces to jigsaw into his 
lineup, Keefe has been committed to line juggling and experimentation 
this month. 

With 18 games on the schedule until the post-season begins, Keefe says 
the decision to dress an extra blueliner has more to do with keeping all 
D-men involved than it does with finding the best three pairings. 

As Keefe & Co. monitor energy levels and chemistry during the flow of 
the game, he says the 11/7 setup demands more of the coaching staff 
and the players. 
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A natural rhythm is sacrificed in favour of inclusion and research. 

Take Saturday’s incomplete line of John Tavares and Michael Bunting for 
instance. There will be a rotation on right wing, and perhaps Keefe will 
discover a combination he likes for April 

Ultimately, Saturday’s look feels a long way off from the optimal group 
Keefe throws over the boards in Game 83.  

We’d be stunned if the Maple Leafs don’t roll with a 12/6 approach in the 
playoffs. 

“It’s not easy to jump into a new team, new system, new players and get 
acclimated to new teammates,” Auston Matthews told reporters. 

“It takes time.” 

One-Timers: Alex Steeves projects to be a healthy scratch. The callup 
skated just 6:11 and was a dash-1 in Tuesday’s comeback win over New 
Jersey…. Pontus Holmberg has been returned to the Marlies.… A trio of 
former Leafs — Zach Hyman, Cody Ceci, and Jack Campbell — led the 
centre-ice stretch at the Oilers’ Friday practice…. Beloved in Toronto, 
homegrown Hyman received a video tribute in his return last winter. 
Unfortunately, only a few fans were allowed inside Scotiabank Arena for 
that one due to a provincial lockdown. Curious to see his reception 
Saturday. “Well, he already had his video. So hopefully he doesn’t get 
another one,” Marner deadpanned. 

Maple Leafs projected 11/7 lines vs. Edmonton Oilers Saturday 

Kerfoot – Matthews – Marner  

Bunting – Tavares  

Nylander – Lafferty – Järnkrok  

Aston-Reese – Kämpf – Acciari  

McCabe – Brodie 

Rielly – Holl 

Giordano – Liljegren  

Gustafsson 

Murray starts 

Samsonov 
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Sportsnet.ca / Wheeler confident Jets' improved play will soon translate 
to wins 

 

Ken Wiebe  

 

CORAL SPRINGS, Fla. - Blake Wheeler doesn’t need a letter on his 
chest to know the importance of staying positive when things get a little 
dicey. 

So as the veteran Winnipeg Jets right-winger stood outside the Florida 
Panthers Ice Den on Friday afternoon, assessing where things stand for 
his hockey club going into a pair of pivotal games against the 
aforementioned Panthers and the Tampa Bay Lightning, you got the 
sense Wheeler knew exactly what was required for his team to pull itself 
out of the late-season tailspin. 

The frequency of his back-and-forths with members of the media have 
been down dramatically since Wheeler had the captaincy removed prior 
to training camp, but his words still carry a lot of weight. 

And with the Jets losing seven of their past eight games (1-5-2) leading 
into this three-game road trip, it was natural for reporters to wonder what 
the longest-serving member of the hockey club was feeling. 

“Great teams are forged in fire, so it’s a great opportunity for us to stick 
together and deal with some adversity,” said Wheeler, who was asked to 
expand on how a team can do that during tough times. “Sticking together. 
Not pointing fingers, just taking responsibility for what’s transpired the 
last little bit. The reality of the situation is there was a stretch where we 
weren’t playing well at all and we deserved our fate. The last handful of 
games, we’ve been quite a bit better and you can see signs of the team 
that we had in the first half of the season.” 

Wheeler’s words check out. 

The Jets have been playing better lately, but they’ve had almost nothing 
to show for it, with just four of the 16 available points collected during this 
stretch. 

That leaves them in a bit of a desperate situation going into the final 17 
games of the regular season. 

Rather than heap more pressure on the situation, Wheeler took the 
alternate approach, preferring to focus on what could be on the horizon, 
instead of lamenting points lost. 

“It’s a big stretch for us,” said Wheeler, in what could be viewed as a 
massive understatement. 

Jets head coach Rick Bowness said on Friday that centre Pierre-Luc 
Dubois won’t be available for either of the games this weekend, though 
he expressed hope that he might return for Tuesday’s road trip finale 
against the Carolina Hurricanes on Tuesday. 

Dubois joins forward Cole Perfetti in the infirmary at a time when even-
strength goals have been tough to come by. 

“We probably played our best hockey, ironically, when we weren’t fully 
healthy in the early part of the season,” said Wheeler. “It’s nothing new 
for our team. We’ve been battling through it all year and it’s obviously 
difficult when you’re losing the calibre of players that we’re missing right 
now. But it’s just a matter of guys are getting opportunities now.” 

One of those guys getting an expanded opportunity is Vladislav 
Namestnikov, promoted to the second-line centre job with Nikolaj Ehlers 
and Wheeler. 

“He’s a really smart player. He keeps the game simple, he’s easy to read 
off of. You kind of know where he’s going to go, you know where the 
puck is going to go,” said Wheeler. “I’ve enjoyed it. He’s fit in really well.” 

Because Bowness has coached him in two previous stops, Namestnikov 
had a head start when it came to earning the trust of the bench boss. 

“Very comfortable with him in any situation out there,” said Bowness. 
“Pulled goalie, either way, right wing, left wing, penalty kill, like I told you 
before, he has a very high Hockey IQ, and you can put those guys in any 
position.” 

Centre is Namestnikov’s natural position and it’s a spot he played a 
bunch during the first quarter of this season as the Tampa Bay Lightning 
were working through some injuries of their own, so the transition isn’t a 
difficult one. 

“I was just coming in with an open mind. Wherever the coaches see me 
and need me, I’ll play there. I’ve played centre before, so I’m comfortable 
in that position,” said Namestnikov, who was chosen in the first round 
and entered the league as a player known for his offensive abilities. 
“Yeah, I’m the same player that I was back then. I think as I’ve played 
more games in the league I’ve become more responsible. Like on the 
defensive side. I can play up and down the lineup. So wherever coaches 
see me on different teams, that’s not up to me. I just have to go out there 
and play.” 

As for the Jets, now it’s up to them to just go out and play. 
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The mood was upbeat and the pace was quick on Friday afternoon. 

Will that translate into another sound effort as the Jets kick off this 
important stretch of games? 

“The guys know that we’re playing a lot better the last couple of games. 
They know the importance of the weekend, clearly,” said Bowness. 
“We’re going to have to get a couple wins here. No one is happy that we 
lost three of those points when we played so well, clearly. 

“But the most important thing is to feel good about how the team game 
was, and the team games was very good for both of those games.” 

We’ll give the last word to Wheeler, who got a bit philosophical when 
asked about what would be required during the stretch run. 

“It’s just a lot of opportunity ahead of you. It’s exciting to be in the 
conversation for the playoffs and potentially having a chance to go on a 
run,” said Wheeler. “When you're going through a tough stretch, you've 
got to walk that fine line of squeezing too hard and pushing too hard and 
still bringing confidence to the table. When you're playing your best 
hockey, you don't feel like you're forcing it or trying hard. You're just kind 
of able to go out and play. 

“It's kind of a tight-rope act, but I think for the veteran guys on the team, 
it's a matter of (exuding) a lot of confidence and enthusiasm in the 
dressing room." 
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TSN.CA / Marner feels 'great relief' and sense of closure after arrests in 
carjacking case 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, 
who practised at Ford Performance Centre on Friday ahead of 
Saturday’s game against the Edmonton Oilers. 

Mitch Marner called it "a great relief" to learn Toronto Police made two 
arrests in connection to his carjacking case.  

"The detective called me a couple days ago and gave me a rundown on 
everything," the Leafs winger said. "I gave my thanks to them and my 
gratitude and appreciation because it wasn't easy. There wasn't many 
cameras or anything around. The sun was going down so it was tough to 
see everything, but they did a good job sticking with it and getting the job 
done." 

The suspects were taken into custody on Wednesday.  

"It's nice to have the closure," Marner said. "It's finally good that I don't 
have to probably talk about it anymore, to be honest." 

Christon Arman Johnson, 24, of Brampton, Ont., and Anas Adan Farah, 
21, of Toronto, are facing a series of charges, including robbery with a 
firearm. Per a statement from the Toronto Police Service, one 
unidentified male suspect is still outstanding.  

"I've been getting updates throughout, but not really trying to follow 
along," Marner said. "Not trying to relive that moment too many times. 
Trying to just forget about it, get over it and realize, you know, it's just 
kind of an unlucky situation you're a part of and hopefully a one-time 
thing." 

    News Release - Two Men Arrested in a Carjacking Investigation, 
South Etobicoke area, One Suspect Outstandinghttps://t.co/FQYGUtdqvt 
pic.twitter.com/6uL0w8JbdH 

    — Toronto Police (@TorontoPolice) March 10, 2023 

On May 16, 2022, police responded to a robbery call outside a movie 
theatre in the Queensway and Islington Avenue area. Marner and his 
fiancée Stephanie LaChance were getting into a parked vehicle, a 2021 
black Land Rover, when a black Honda Civic pulled up and blocked them 
from leaving. It's alleged that two men, armed with handguns, exited the 
Honda Civic and approached them while demanding their keys. A third 
man, armed with a knife, exited the Honda Civic and pointed the knife at 
one of the victims while demanding a cellphone. The men took the car 
keys and cellphone. Two of the men entered the victim's vehicle and 
drove it from the scene while the third man returned to the Honda Civic 
and fled the scene. 

"It's a scary situation," Marner said. "It's a situation that I don't think any 
person wants to be a part of or experience especially with a loved one." 

Following a Leafs home game on Bell Let's Talk Day in January, the 
Markham, Ont., native reflected on the impact of the carjacking 
experience.  

"That incident that happened this past summer just really weighs on you 
mentally if you don't talk about it and don't really express yourself," he 
said on Jan. 25. "It's something that still kind of goes in your mind every 
once in a while, when you're getting into car late night or something." 

On Friday, Marner acknowledged that Toronto has felt a little different of 
late.  

"You want this place to be safe as it should be and hasn't always felt like 
it," the 25-year-old said. "This last year or so it really hasn't felt like that. 
It's felt a little chaotic and crazy. The cops have done a great job of trying 
to fix it and help out that problem." 

--- 

The Leafs will be looking for revenge against the Oilers on Saturday. 
Toronto dropped a 5-2 decision in Edmonton last week.  

"You'd like to have a response and sharpen up some of our details that 
we didn't seem to have a week ago," said centre Auston Matthews. 

Head coach Sheldon Keefe blasted his players after that loss on March 1 
saying they didn't play with "purpose or intelligence." Connor McDavid 
took full advantage of the lacklustre effort, scoring twice and adding an 
assist.  

McDavid leads the league with 124 points, which is 27 more than 
teammate Leon Draisaitl, who is second. McDavid also leads the way in 
goals with 54, which is nine more than Boston's David Pastrnak, who is 
second.  

"What he's doing is pretty insane," said Marner. 

"It's impressive to watch," said Matthews. "Obviously, he's in a class of 
his own and what he's been doing is pretty remarkable." 

McDavid is on pace for 154 points. The last players to reach that 
number? Wayne Gretzky and Mario Lemieux.  

"Two pretty good guys to have your numbers matching up with," said 
John Tavares with a smile. "He makes everybody look so slow. It's just 
incredible what he can do. Not just how fast he is, but what he does with 
that speed and how he thinks the game." 

McDavid has already blown by his previous career high of 44 goals set 
last season.  

"Everyone sees the confidence and how aggressively he's looking to 
attack the net, shooting the puck and being deceptive with it," Tavares 
said. "A massive test for us tomorrow." 

McDavid was held without a point during Edmonton's 3-2 win at Boston 
on Thursday. He has only been held off the scoresheet in consecutive 
games once this season and that was back in October.  

McDavid missed last season's game in Toronto due to COVID. He will be 
playing his first game here since March 29, 2021. It will be his first 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 11, 2023 

 

homecoming game in front of a full house at Scotiabank Arena since Jan. 
6, 2020 when he scored a highlight-reel goal.  

"It's always special a little bit," the Newmarket, Ont. native told reporters. 
"They always have us playing on a Monday or a Wednesday here or 
something like that so it's fun that it's on a Saturday." 

McDavid has registered at least a point during his last six games in 
Toronto. He always seems to rise to the occasion.  

"He's clearly exceeded the expectations that have come his way, which 
have been quite a bit," said Tavares. "Probably only him and Sidney 
[Crosby] really understand that magnitude [of expectation from] such a 
young age. It's been impressive what he's doing but, at the same time, 
you get excited about these challenges." 

---  

Matthews is still feeling the effects of a painful shot block that forced him 
to miss part of last Saturday's game.  

"It still stings a little bit but it's kind of one of those things where day by 
day it gets better and better," he said. "It was a pretty hard shot. 
Fortunately it's been able to calm down and I just anticipate it will 
continue to get better and better. But, still bruised and it is what it is." 

Matthews appeared to be hobbled after returning to the game in 
Vancouver. He played through the pain that night and again on Tuesday 
in New Jersey where he scored the game-winning goal while logging 21 
minutes and 33 seconds.  

"He looked to be skating as well as he has in a long time," said Keefe. 
"His line came out of their own zone and through the neutral zone with a 
lot of speed." 

Alex Kerfoot hasn’t scored in 19 games, but Keefe feels like the 
snakebitten forward, who was moved to the top line in a 4-1 loss to the 
Canucks in Vancouver on March 4, is helping Matthews get revved up.  

"I think that is part of what Kerfoot brings to that group is his ability to 
make a play on the breakout, get us through the neutral zone and get 
Auston skating," the coach explained. "I thought Auston was flying 
through the neutral zone. I had sort of forgotten about the fact that he 
was nursing something like that, but I do know from some experience 
that those things do take some time to really go away. It didn't seem to 
be affecting his ability to really push the pace the other night." 

--- 

After sitting out Tuesday's game as a precaution, Tavares is ready to 
return to the lineup.  

"I feel great," the 32-year-old said. "Everything's been great." 

Tavares has not played since absorbing a couple of big hits during last 
Saturday's game in Vancouver. He woke up on Sunday feeling really 
tired and not like himself so the decision was made to hold him out of 
Tuesday’s game in New Jersey.  

It's rare to get a week between games at this stage of the season and 
Tavares hopes to use the extra rest as a "springboard" down the stretch. 
The Leafs enjoyed two days off upon returning from a gruelling five-game 
road trip, which spanned three time zones.  

"It was fantastic couple days for everybody," the Leafs captain said. "It 
was great just to be in your own bed. Great ability to recharge because 
from here on out it's pretty busy." 

Tavares will likely see some extra minutes on Saturday as Keefe goes 
back to an 11-forward alignment. Tavares skated between Michael 
Bunting and Wayne Simmonds at practice.  

"I know Bunts' game well and the things he does," said Tavares. "It was 
great seeing Simmer. He's a big part of our locker room and our team so 
just great to have him back." 

Simmonds, who will be a scratch on Saturday, had not skated with the 
team since the Ryan O'Reilly trade in mid-February.  

"Wayne has been away from the team for a while," Keefe said. "We 
wanted to get him regular reps in practice." 

As for Saturday's game?  

"It gives me some real opportunities to play around with Tavares, Bunting 
and who I can play with them to see how that goes for us," said Keefe.  

--- 

Sam Lafferty continued to skate between William Nylander and Calle 
Jarnkrok.  

"I do like the Lafferty group," Keefe said. "I would like to continue with 
those guys playing together and try to build on what they did the other 
night."  

That trio combined on Toronto's first goal in New Jersey. Lafferty used 
his speed to create space for Nylander who eventually set up Jarnkrok 
for an easy tap-in tally.  

    Was Jarnkrok surprised Nylander was able to get that pass through on 
his goal tonight? 

    "Well, I mean, it’s Willy Styles," Calle says with a laugh. "If anyone can 
do it, it’s him." https://t.co/w6ypzjMWgB 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) March 8, 2023 

"He's super fast," noted Jarnkrok of Lafferty. "He moves his feet out there 
all the time."  

"Lafferty really came alive in the second period," Keefe said. "I thought 
we really saw signs of what Lafferty is capable of in terms of putting the 
other team on their heels with his speed. He has done that at different 
times in earlier games with us but more off the puck getting up ice and 
applying pressure. [On Tuesday] it was with the puck carrying it through 
the neutral zone, which is probably a byproduct of him playing at centre. 
Certainly, he was good and he was good on faceoffs, too, as a right-
handed shot. That was really nice to see." 

--- 

Erik Gustafsson skated alongside Morgan Rielly at practice.  

"He hasn't had a practice, really, where he is paired with someone he is 
going to play with potentially in the game," Keefe noted. "Our D will be 
moving around as they have been in previous games when we have 
played seven. It is just a matter of getting him more in the rotation versus 
pairing with [Conor] Timmins, who isn't going to play tomorrow." 

T.J. Brodie and Jake McCabe remained together while Timothy Liljegren, 
who lined up beside Rielly on Tuesday, skated with Mark Giordano. 
Justin Holl was with Timmins on the fourth pair.  

Luke Schenn remains in Vancouver where his wife is due to give birth 
any day now.  

"It is a difficult situation in terms of him joining the team and such 
because it is so far away," said Keefe. "It is a tricky one to navigate, but 
what is most important is that he is there for his wife and his family. We 
are in full support of that. He is remaining on the ice and staying ready." 

Saturday will be the third game in the last four where the Leafs dress 
seven defencemen.  

"It is more about keeping guys involved," Keefe said. "Gustafsson was 
thriving in Washington, playing a ton and running their power play with 
lots of points. He was feeling really good about his season. It has been 
tougher for him coming in here. Now he is playing behind lots of guys. 
We are trying to find ways to keep him involved and keep working him 
in." 
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Gustafsson racked up 38 points in 61 games with the Capitals before 
coming over to Toronto along with a first-round pick in exchange for 
Rasmus Sandin.  

"I do think he offers our group some things not unlike what Sandin 
brought us in terms of his ability to move the puck, help us on the 
breakout, help us in the offensive zone and help us on the power play," 
said Keefe. "It is important to keep him involved. Right now, it is an 11-7 
mix, but we will see how that progresses the rest of the way. I do think 
both he and Schenn are important guys to get involved in our mix. If we 
remain healthy, we will have to look at different ways to keep them 
involved." 

Gustafsson has yet to pick up a point through two games with the Leafs. 
He has started both those games as the seventh defenceman.   

"He's going to get more comfortable and acclimated here and continue to 
get better and better," Matthews said before cracking a smile. "I'm pretty 
sure he scored a hat trick against us not too long ago. He's a really good 
defender and the offensive side of his game really stands out to you and 
how smart he is and where he jumps into plays and stuff." 

The 30-year-old Swede did indeed score three goals against the Leafs 
on Dec. 17.  

"A very skilled player," said Marner. "Sees the ice very well, makes plays 
and just is really smooth out there. It's always nice when you get another 
d-man like that, who can make a lot of plays, jump in the rush and add an 
extra man on that forecheck." 

---  

Jack Campbell is back in Toronto, but it's unclear whether the ex-Leaf will 
face his old friends on Saturday night.  

"It'd be great," said Marner. "I'm sure he probably wants it, too. I mean, 
he's a helluva competitor ... I'm sure it'd be very cool for him to play at 
Scotiabank Arena."  

"It would be fun to go against him," said Matthews. "Obviously, he's a 
competitor and definitely a game he'd be up for." 

Campbell's endearing personality made the goalie, nicknamed Soupy, a 
fan favourite in Toronto where the crowd often cheered "Sooooup!" after 
saves.   

"I'm sure the love he's going to get from our fan base tomorrow is going 
to be pretty epic," Marner said.  

Campbell is 0-1-3 in his last five games with an ugly .845 save 
percentage and has fallen down the depth chart. Stuart Skinner got the 
win on Thursday in Boston and also beat the Leafs last week.  

"The great thing about Soup is, as we got to learn, it doesn't matter if he's 
starting or not, he's still the same guy and still an awesome teammate to 
be around and a special human being," Marner said.  

    Skinner in the starter’s net at practice. Likely gets the start vs. Toronto 
on Saturday. #Oilers 

    — Tony Brar (@TonyBrarOTV) March 10, 2023 

--- 

Lines at Friday's practice:  

Kerfoot - Matthews - Marner  

Nylander - Lafferty - Jarnkrok  

Bunting - Tavares - Simmonds  

Aston-Reese - Kampf - Acciari 

Steeves  

McCabe - Brodie  

Rielly - Gustafsson 

Giordano - Liljegren  

Timmins - Holl  

Murray  

Samsonov 

Power-play units at Friday's practice:  

QB: Rielly 

Flanks: Matthews, Marner 

Middle: Nylander  

Net front: Tavares  

QB: Gustafsson 

Flanks: Kerfoot/Liljegren, Jarnkrok  

Middle: Lafferty  

Net front: Bunting 
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TSN.CA / Markstrom finding his game as Flames fight for playoff spot 

 

Salim Valji 

 

In the midst of a playoff push that has seen a renaissance over the past 
four days, the Calgary Flames are rallying around their goaltender. 

After struggling through the first three quarters of the season, Jacob 
Markstrom propelled his team to two victories that have vaulted the 
Flames (29-23-13, 71 points; third in wild-card race) back into the 
postseason mix in the Western Conference. 

Markstrom, a Vezina finalist last season, is coming off his first shutout of 
the season, stopping all 40 shots in Minnesota as the Flames eked out a 
1-0 shootout victory over the Wild thanks to an overturned overtime goal. 
Markstrom’s teammates mobbed him after the win. 

“The win was huge,” Markstrom said on Thursday, immediately crediting 
forwards Nazem Kadri and Tyler Toffoli for their shootout goals.  

The Swede brushed off the post-game mob he endured. 

“I don’t know,” he said, wryly. “I think guys were sick and tired of going to 
[Tyler] Toffoli after the Dallas game. They wanted a new guy to go to.” 

Markstrom, of course, was referencing Toffoli’s last-second, game-
winning breakaway goal the previous night in Dallas. The goalie was also 
on his game against the Stars, stopping numerous high-danger chances 
and managing the game by knocking down dump-ins and controlling the 
pace of play by limiting defensive zone faceoffs.  

“He’s been our best player for five or so games now,” Dillon Dube said of 
Markstrom. “That shootout game, he looked loose, he looked calm. He 
was great. It’s huge for us to see that and huge for him. We’re all excited 
for him and now we’ve got to rally around him, and we know he’s going to 
keep bringing his game.” 

It’s a far cry from previous stretches of the season when the goalie had a 
tendency to allow a goal on the first shot of the game. There were times 
when goals would squeak through, despite him being in a good position, 
and the occasional lapse in judgment in playing the puck. 
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Markstrom publicly proclaimed he “sucked at hockey” in December. He 
acknowledged his struggles on Thursday, saying that he has to be better. 
Now, the Markstrom that Calgary fans have been clamouring for appears 
to have arrived.  

“It just takes time, for any type of player,” Kadri said. “When you’re not on 
your game, you feel responsible. You feel like you’re letting everybody 
down. But it’s nice to see us score a few goals to give him some help 
also. He’s been lights-out.” 

Since coming to Calgary as a free agent in 2020, his teammates have 
never once questioned his work ethic or competitiveness. Markstrom has 
been credited with helping change the culture of the team, and is an 
important veteran leader. 

“He’s always working hard,” forward Elias Lindholm said. 

“Stand-up guy,” defenceman MacKenzie Weegar assessed. 

Lindholm is one of Markstrom’s best friends and was a big reason the 
goaltender ultimately signed in Calgary. He had a theory as to why 
Markstrom looks more at ease. 

“He had a kid, so maybe that,” he said. 

Markstrom’s partner, Amanda, recently gave birth to the couple’s first 
son. 

“It makes me miss home more when I’m on the road, for sure,” 
Markstrom said. “Everything’s taken care of back home, so I’m in good 
hands.” 

The math is not in Calgary’s favour, and they are more likely than not to 
miss the postseason.  

They are chasing the Winnipeg Jets, who are four points ahead and sit in 
that coveted wild-card spot. Nashville is coming on strong as well, 
despite having traded key pieces in Mattias Ekholm and Tanner Jeannot. 

Still, there is reason for hope and belief at the Saddledome. Markstrom 
appears to have found his game, and the Flames have one of the easiest 
schedules the rest of the way. They play the Bad-for-Bedard-contending 
Anaheim Ducks, Chicago Blackhawks, Arizona Coyotes, and San Jose 
Sharks a combined seven times in their final 17 games, as well as a 
crucial contest against the Jets. 

Still, Markstrom is not looking too far ahead. 

“We had a big road trip, but we need to keep going, and we need to stay 
focused on the task ahead,” Markstrom said. “You can’t celebrate 
anything because we haven’t done anything.” 

Teammates, however, are celebrating the goalie’s recent run. 

“All year long, his mindset hasn’t changed,” Weegar said. “He knows 
what type of goalie he is. I’m glad we’re getting to see the real Marky.” 

TSN.CA LOADED: 03.11.2023 

1271065 Websites 

 

TSN.CA / NHL says Montador ignored medical advice about repeated 
brain trauma 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

Steve Montador had problems with alcohol and drugs before he played 
his first National Hockey League game, and agreed to assume the risks 
after being warned numerous times by team doctors and trainers about 
the long-term dangers of playing after suffering repeated concussions, 
the NHL said in a new court filing.  

“During his life, Montador struggled with substance abuse, depression, 
anxiety, insomnia and strained/abusive personal relationships,” the NHL 
wrote. “Despite being repeatedly made aware of and informed about 
potential long-term risks of head injuries, including CTE, by numerous 
individuals as detailed above, Montador continued to play in the NHL for 
years.” 

The NHL alleges Montador had developed a cocaine addiction and had 
been using ecstasy by 2003-04, his second full season in the NHL. The 
league made the allegations in a statement of defence filed on Tuesday, 
four months after a wrongful death lawsuit filed by Paul Montador, 
Steve’s father, was transferred from U.S. federal court to Illinois state 
court.  

Paul Montador has alleged the NHL has promoted and profited off of 
violence while not adequately advising players of the risks of repeated 
long-term brain injuries. He first filed a wrongful death lawsuit against the 
NHL in December of 2015. 

That lawsuit alleges Montador suffered at least 11 documented 
concussions in the NHL, including four in 12 weeks in 2012. He played 
571 NHL games during a 14-year pro career that included stints with the 
Flames, Panthers, Ducks, Bruins, Sabres and Blackhawks.  

Montador, who was 35 when he died on Feb. 15, 2015, signed with 
Calgary in 2000 as an undrafted free agent after playing in the Ontario 
Hockey League with North Bay, Erie and Peterborough.  

Three months after Montador’s death, researchers with the Canadian 
Sports Concussion Project at Toronto’s Krembil Neuroscience Centre 
disclosed the former NHL defenceman had suffered from chronic 
traumatic encephalopathy (CTE). 

The NHL wrote in its latest court filing that Montador suffered 
concussions in junior hockey and during his time playing in the KHL. 
Montador finished his pro hockey career with the KHL club Zagreb 
Medvescak in 2013-14. 

“None of these injuries can possibly be attributed to his play in the NHL,” 
the NHL wrote. 

The NHL also wrote that Montador refused to listen to repeated 
warnings. 

“Montador was told by multiple specialists that he should stop playing 
hockey due to his concussion history but ignored these medical 
professionals and continued his career, suffering additional head 
injuries,” the NHL wrote. “Montador also expressly told Blackhawks’ 
medical personnel that he assumed the risk of continuing to play hockey 
at the professional level.” 

The NHL wrote that Montador was active in NHL and NHL Players’ 
Association matters throughout his career, serving on the NHL/NHLPA 
competition committee and as a member of the NHLPA’s 2012 collective 
bargaining committee, including in sessions devoted to issues of player 
health/safety. 

During the NHLPA’s “Fall Tours” conducted before each season, players 
in training camps, including Montador, were educated by NHLPA 
representatives about CTE and potential long-term risks of head injuries, 
the league wrote. 

In 2012, after Montador was diagnosed with a concussion while playing 
with the Blackhawks, Dr. Elizabeth Pieroth, the team’s neurological 
consultant, examined Montador under the provisions of the NHL/NHLPA 
concussion program, the league wrote. 

Even though Pieroth explained the science regarding multiple 
concussions to Montador, he told her that he was comfortable with 
assuming the risk associated with playing in the NHL, the league wrote. 

Dr. Michael Terry, the Blackhawks’ team doctor, also spoke with 
Montador in November 2012 and concluded Montador understood the 
potential long-term risks associated with brain injuries, the NHL wrote. 
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“In January 2013, Dr. Terry told Montador that he was still under playing 
restrictions and could not engage in any contact,” the NHL wrote. 
“Montador was also told he should not work out at all – even without 
contact – through any symptoms associated with head injuries and 
should stop working out if any symptoms appeared. Nevertheless, in 
February 2013, Montador told Dr. Terry that despite those playing 
restrictions, Montador had worked out with other players and had 
participated in some contact and collision activities. Dr. Terry told 
Montador he had done this expressly against the Blackhawks’ medical 
advice and direction.” 

The NHL wrote that Montador met with psychologist Dr. Jennifer Mueller 
during the following month, who noted in a medical record that Montador 
believed that his continuing to play hockey could be detrimental to his 
health. 

Montador nevertheless decided to play in the American Hockey League 
for the Rockford IceHogs starting on March 15, 2013, the NHL wrote. 

The league also wrote that Montador also sought medical advice 
regarding his concussions from NHLPA consultant Dr. Jeffrey Kutcher. 
Kutcher offered Montador medication to help with his symptoms, but 
Montador declined them, the league wrote. 
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