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Weekend NHL rankings: Changes for Flyers, Kings keep rolling and April highlights 
By Sean McIndoe 

It’s mid-March, the trade deadline is over, and I just want you 
to know that it’s perfectly OK to admit that you’re already 
looking forward to April. 

April rules. It’s when we get the last few weeks of the 
season, leading into the first round of the playoffs, which is 
the absolute best time of the year to be a hockey fan. It’s the 
time when we find out what the matchups will be, and 
whether all the (non-McDavid) stars can get to 50 goals or 
100 points. And if your team stinks, April is also the draft 
lottery. Either way, it’s what everything is building towards, 
and it’s pretty great. 

March? Or to be more specific, post-deadline March? Eh. It’s 
good too, some of the time. It’s fine. The playoff race starts 
to form, and we get lots of low-scoring three-point games 
between division rivals. March is a perfectly acceptable 
month on the hockey calendar. It’s just not April. 

And it’s OK to want to look ahead to the really good stuff. 
That’s what I did, and I found five gifts that the schedule-
maker has left under the April tree. We can’t open them yet, 
but let’s pick them up and shake them. I feel like I’ve 
strangled this metaphor sufficiently, let’s get to the list. 

Top five highlights from the April schedule 

5. Senators at Sabres, April 13 — Right off the top, I’ll 
acknowledge that this is almost certainly wishful thinking. At 
the rate they’ve been going, the Sabres will be miles out of 
the playoff race by the end of the season. The Senators 
could be too. But just for fun, let’s imagine they rebound and 
get back in the race. And let’s also imagine that on the 
penultimate night of the season, the Sabres and Senators 
meet with a wild-card spot still in play. How amazing would 
that be? Two teams that have been terrible for years, making 
unexpected runs with fun teams, facing off in Buffalo in the 
equivalent of a winner-take-all Game 7? Yes, please. There’s 
no way the hockey gods will serve this one up, and we 
shouldn’t even talk about it, he said, reverse-jinxing madly. 

4. Maple Leafs at Lightning, April 11 — We’ve known for 
months that these two teams would have a playoff rematch 
in the first round. There’s a decent chance this game could 
determine home ice. Even if it doesn’t, it would be a classic 
tone-setting game between two teams that are about to do it 
for real. 

3. Stars at Avalanche, April 1 — I’d rank this higher if it was a 
bit later in the month, but it’s still a very good matchup that 
could end up deciding the Central, and maybe even home 
ice in the West. It’s also the last game of the year between 
the two teams, with the Avs having won two of three so far. 

2. Predators at Jets, April 8/Predators at Flames April 10 — 
The Predators gave up on the season at the deadline, when 
they traded away several key pieces for draft picks. But 
apparently, nobody told the players, who are still hanging 

around the fringe of the Western race. If they’re still there in 
April, they’d set up a dramatic road back-to-back against the 
two teams they’re chasing. 

1. Bruins at Canadiens, April 13 — We know the Bruins say 
they don’t care about history when it comes to their regular 
season record. They’re lying. You can’t tell me that they 
wouldn’t be hyped if they were one win away from breaking 
the all-time single-season points record heading into their 
final game. And where is that game? In Montreal, where the 
Habs would have a chance to defend their 1976-77 team’s 
record and spoil their rival’s bid to make history. 

Honorable mentions: The Kraken/Golden Knights home-and-
home on April 11 and 13 that could decide the Central, 
Devils and Bruins on April 8 in what could be a conference 
final preview, and the Blue Jackets facing the Penguins on 
April 13 in a game that could decide either the East wildcard 
or the top lottery odds, or both. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley 
Cup. 

If you missed it, check out Dom’s post-deadline tiers. You’ll 
like it more than my rankings if you’re an Oilers fan, but 
slightly less if you’re a Stars or Lightning fan. 

Also, this ruled: 

5. Colorado Avalanche (36-22-6, +12 true goals differential*) 
— The good news is that they stopped giving up seven goals 
a game this week. And with Kirill Kaprizov out for a month 
(but not dying), the red-hot Wild don’t seem quite as scary. 
The path to home ice in the Central seems pretty clear, 
especially with more than a few softies coming up on the 
schedule. Then again, the Coyotes are supposed to be 
softies, and the Avs needed overtime to beat them on 
Saturday. 

4. Dallas Stars (36-17-13, +51) — Scoring 10 goals in 
Buffalo on Thursday was the meanest thing the Stars have 
ever done to the Sabres. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (43-17-6, +50) — Did I overreact to a 
quiet deadline when I dropped them down to the five-spot 
last week? Probably, sure. They’re better than that, even 
without a flashy addition. How much better? That depends 
on who you ask, although some smart people think they 
could be as high as number one. 

Our prediction roundtable mostly agrees, ranking Carolina 
second behind the Bruins, although they did lose some 
ground from last time. The Hurricanes might be unbeatable. 

2. New Jersey Devils (44-16-6, +59) — Oh, look who shut 
out the Hurricanes last night. Maybe I wasn’t all that wrong 
after all. (I probably was.) 

1. Boston Bruins (50-10-5, +104) — Sure, they set a record 
as the fastest team to ever get to 50 wins, clinching a playoff 
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spot in the process. But they also blew a third-period lead to 
Edmonton, and then could only split a home-and-home with 
the lowly Red Wings. Are cracks starting to form? Has the 
unbeatable juggernaut sprung a leak? No. But we need 
some drama for this team as they coast down the stretch, so 
… yes. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Los Angeles Kings — The Knights are the star-
studded favorites, the Oilers are the surging powerhouse, 
and the Kraken are the season’s feel-good story. Meanwhile, 
the Kings are just kind of there. And by “there”, I mean within 
striking distance of the top spot in the West. 

That’s a great story too, and it doesn’t seem to get enough 
attention. You can blame the evil Eastern-based media, who 
have never seen a Kings game because we all go to sleep 
as soon as the Leafs are done playing. But I do think there’s 
something else going on here — for years, the Kings have 
been the NHL’s best example of a successful slow-and-
steady rebuild, so much so that it’s become their identity for 
a lot of fans who don’t focus on them day-to-day. And based 
on that script, the Kings aren’t supposed to be contenders 
quite yet. 

But here we are, and the Kings are … maybe contenders? It 
still feels a little dicey, if we’re being honest. This is a team 
without anyone in the league’s top 20 scorers, with a blue 
line that was considered a weakness until Vladislav Gavrikov 
arrived and maybe still is, and goaltending that doesn’t really 
scare you. That said, the Pacific is wide open, their scoring is 
balanced, they haven’t lost in regulation since February, and 
you could absolutely make the case that the duo of Pheonix 
Copley and Joonas Korpisalo, while not exactly Vezina-
worthy, is still the division’s best. And of course, what’s left of 
the veteran core has been on a few long playoff runs in their 
day. At the very least, you’d think the Kings are the favorites 
if they draw the Kraken in round one, wouldn’t you? 

Of course, that’s not the matchup any of us want. After the 
Jonathan Quick trade drama, we want the Kings and Knights 
in round one, with Quick starting against his former team. 
That’s unlikely — not only would the standings have to 
bounce right for the matchup, but Quick would need to be the 
Vegas starter, and that may not be the playoff plan. But the 
hockey gods owe us a few favors, so we can at least ask. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards dead last, and the 
best lottery odds for Connor Bedard. 

I’ve got to be honest with you, now that the deadline has 
come and gone, this section will get kind of boring. Just a 
bunch of bad teams trying to lose, without much to keep 
track of other than which of their half-decent players are 
being mysteriously shut down for the season. Apologies in 
advance. 

5. Arizona Coyotes (24-32-11, -49) — They’re getting 
dangerously close to the Habs and Flyers, which is 
impressive for a young team of scrappy underdogs but 
potentially disastrous for their lottery odds. 

4. Anaheim Ducks (22-35-10, -99) — They’ve been heating 
up, such as it is, playing at a fake .500 pace over the last few 
weeks. More astonishing, they’ve mostly been keeping the 
puck out of the net. Is it enough to save Dallas Eakins’ job? 
No, but torpedoing their Bedard odds would be a pretty funny 
going-away present. 

3. San Jose Sharks (19-36-12, -59) — They’re climbing our 
rankings because you should never underestimate the power 
of a team full of veterans that collectively realize the season 
is over and they still have to go through the motions for 
another month. Tomorrow night brings a big showdown with 
the Blue Jackets with serious lottery implications. 

2. Columbus Blue Jackets (20-38-7, -75) — Tomorrow night 
brings a big showdown with the Sharks with serious lottery 
implications. I know I just said that but look, if you’re reading 
each and every entry in the bottom five then that sounds like 
a you problem. 

1. Chicago Blackhawks (22-38-6, -71) — Here’s something I 
only realized yesterday: When he went to the Rangers, 
Patrick Kane became just the second former MVP to be 
traded in the cap era. The first: Taylor Hall, who was dealt 
twice. Two other past MVPs have switched teams, with Joe 
Thornton and Corey Perry both bouncing around, but that 
was all via free agency. 

They play the Bruins tomorrow, and I wonder if this one has 
a chance to set some sort of record for the biggest underdog 
of hockey’s gambling era. I’m assuming we get Jeremy 
Swayman instead of Linus Ullmark so that probably narrows 
the spread down to what, Bruins by 7.5? 

Not ranked: Philadelphia Flyers — Last week I made a joke 
about this being deadline week for Chuck Fletcher. Turns out 
it was. We have our first GM firing of the season. 

If there’s a surprise here, it’s the timing — midseason 
changes are relatively rare when it comes to the front office. 
(Nashville recently announced a switch, but held off on the 
actual change until the summer.) There’s a “why now?” 
question, one that Eric digs into here. Then again, the ship 
had clearly sailed on Fletcher after an underwhelming 
deadline, so you might as well give Danny Briere a chance to 
settle into a job he’s apparently the favorite for. 

And yes, that would be the same Briere who starred for the 
Flyers for six seasons, and who remains a popular player 
with the fan base. It’s funny how those stars of the past often 
end up being the guy a team turns to when the fans are 
furious. Briere isn’t being pulled in off the golf course, having 
been building his front office resume for years now. And it’s 
not like the former star gambit hasn’t worked for at least a 
few teams; Colorado did OK with that Joe Sakic guy. Briere 
could follow that path, although it remains to be seen 
whether the Flyers do a thorough search for the best 
candidate, or just hand the job directly to the popular former 
player. 

It may not matter. While Fletcher made plenty of mistakes in 
Philadelphia, it always felt like he was doing the job with one 
hand tied behind his back by his bosses. At least 
occasionally, Fletcher would tiptoe up to the rebuild the 
Flyers so obviously need, only to have a Comcast suit nudge 
him in a different direction — sometimes publicly. Managing 
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up is a big part of a GM’s job these days, but if the bosses 
have decided that their bad team should have a playoff spot, 
the job gets tougher. Maybe impossible. 

Now Briere gets to give it a try, at least for a few months. 
Presumably, the actual rebuild gets to happen now. In 

Philadelphia, that could mean more than just trading 
veterans for picks; Charlie makes a strong case for a total 
culture reset. For now, Flyer fans will have to be satisfied 
with having not-Fletcher running the show. It’s progress, at 
least, for a team that hasn’t seen much of it in years. 
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Mistakes, goal drought sink Hurricanes in New Jersey 
Carolina was shut out for the second straight game 

NEWARK, N.J. — Jack Hughes stole a puck and scored 
early and set up two goals by Jesper Bratt to lead the New 
Jersey Devils past Carolina 3-0 Sunday night to tie the 
Hurricanes for first place in the Metropolitan Division. 

Vitek Vanecek had 32 saves for his third shutout of the 
season. 

New Jersey and Carolina both have 94 points, although the 
Hurricanes have played one fewer game. 

Pyotr Kochetkov made 20 saves for the Hurricanes, who 
were coming off a 4-0 loss to Vegas on Saturday. The 
consecutive shutout losses were the first for Carolina since 
January 2014. The Hurricanes are scoreless in their last 
eight periods. 

Carolina was its own worst enemy in this one, as two of New 
Jersey’s goals came on giveaways. 

Hughes came up quickly behind defenseman Calvin de Haan 
as he handled the puck in his own end, stole it and swooped 
in on Kochetkov before squeezing a shot between his pads 

for his 37th goal at 6:44 of the first period. It ended a six-
game goal drought. 

With the teams playing 4 on 4 minutes just over two minutes 
later, Hughes led a 2-on-2 break into the Carolina end and 
found Bratt behind defenseman Brett Pesce. His quick shot 
beat Kochetkov to the short side. 

The final goal came 4:31 into the second period. Hughes 
knocked down a pass up the ice by the Hurricanes’ goalie, 
and Bratt knocked the puck into the net while on the ice for 
his 27th. 

Vanecek preserved the shutout with a point-blank save on 
Hurricanes leading goal scorer Sebastian Aho in the second 
period and an in-close close stop on Jesper Fast in the third. 

Notes: Devils second-year forward Dawson Mercer had his 
12-game point streak snapped. … The teams split their four-
game season series. … Carolina played without Andrei 
Svechnikov. He sustained a lower-body injury Saturday. … 
Devils F Erik Haula played in his 600th NHL game. 

The Hurricanes host Winnipeg on Tuesday night. 
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Recap: Canes Held Goalless For A Second Straight Night 
New Jersey netminder Vitek Vanecek stops all 31 faced 

By Walt Ruff  

NEWARK, NJ. - For a second consecutive game (and day) 
the Carolina Hurricanes' offense was unable to find the back 
of the net, shut out 3-0 by the New Jersey Devils on Sunday. 

The Story 

After being blanked by Jonathan Quick and the Vegas 
Golden Knights on home ice just 24 hours prior, the same 
scoring woes came north with the team to an important 
Metropolitan Division matchup. 

Closing out their four-game season series with the Devils, 
tonight's affair began in an unfortunately similar fashion to 
last night's loss. 

Just 6:40 in, Calvin de Haan had his pocket picked in 
Carolina's defending end by Jack Hughes and four seconds 
later it was behind Pyotr Kochetkov. 

Putting the Canes behind the eight ball early, their hole 
became 2-0 just 2:03 later. 

Jesper Bratt snuck one beneath Kochetkov during four-on-
four play for what would be his first of two goals on the night, 
cementing New Jersey firmly in front. 

Carolina wasn't able to generate a ton on offense over the 
final 11:13 of the first and thus the contest moved to the 
second 2-0. 

In the second Vitek Vanecek, in net for New Jersey, was 
given another goal of support. A puck-handling error by 
Kochetkov allowed Bratt to tap in his second of the night, 
furthering the sinking feeling for the Canes. 

More of the same offensively for Rod Brind'Amour's squad 
led to the game continued to the third with Carolina trailing 
by a trio. 

Neither club was able to find twine in the final 20 minutes, 
closing the book on a 3-0 victory for the Devils. 

The season series ends with both teams winning two games 
each, and the night concludes with both teams having 94 
points atop the Metropolitan Division's standings. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour sharing his thoughts on the defeat, post-
game... 

"I thought it was a pretty similar game to last night, 
unfortunately. We just gave them two goals. They made a 
real nice play on the four-on-four goal, you tip your hat there, 
but we can't just hand them two goals. That's what 
happened. They didn't have to do anything after that. We 
played hard. I thought we were in control with what we were 
doing, you just can't give a good team like that a two-goal 
lead." 

Seth Jarvis when asked if the team felt like its own worst 
enemy tonight... 

"We didn't do ourselves any favors, by any means. When 
you can't put the puck in the net, that's always a huge 
problem. There's some [mistakes] you want back, but the 
ones that we didn't put in are the ones that are going to hurt 
more." 

Jaccob Slavin giving his perspective on the loss... 

"We gave them a couple of their goals and we have to make 
sure we're not doing that. For the most part we had a lot of 
chances. We had offensive zone time. I wouldn't say we 
were a tired hockey club, pucks just didn't bounce our way 
necessarily." 

Bonus Notes 

 The Canes move to 43-14-8 with their second 
consecutive loss. 

 Andrei Svechnikov did not play for Carolina due to a 
lower-body injury. 

 Jesse Puljujarvi skated alongside Sebastian Aho 
and Seth Jarvis in Svechnikov's absence. 

What's Next? 

The Canes are scheduled to be off on Monday. They'll return 
to game action on Tuesday against the Winnipeg Jets at 
PNC Arena. 
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Vanecek makes 32 saves, Devils shut out Hurricanes 
Hughes has 3 points for New Jersey, which ties Carolina for 
1st in Metro 

By Mike G. Morreale  

Recap: NJD 3, CAR 0 

Jesper Bratt scored 2 goals, Jack Hughes had a goal and 2 
assists and Vitek Vanecek made 32 saves to win 3-0 over 
the Hurricanes at home 

NEWARK, N.J. -- Vitek Vanecek made 32 saves for his third 
shutout of the season, and Jack Hughes had a goal and two 
assists for the New Jersey Devils in a 3-0 win against the 
Carolina Hurricanes at Prudential Center on Sunday. 

Vanecek, who was making his first start in three games, has 
nine shutouts in his NHL career.  

"I'm really happy for that game and I hope I can start rolling 
again," Vanecek said. "This is a really good group. The 
defensemen are really good, and the forwards are scoring 
goals, so the goalie has to make the saves to help them." 

Jesper Bratt scored two goals for the Devils (44-16-6), who 
are 7-1-1 in their past nine games. 

New Jersey moved into a tie with Carolina, which has one 
game in hand, for first place in the Metropolitan Division.  

"I think we feel like we've been doing a good job and we've 
worked extremely hard for this," Bratt said. "It's been a lot of 
hard, tough years. That brings us even more motivation that 
we want even more. I think when we're playing a game like 
this, we just get excited for what's ahead." 

Pyotr Kochetkov made 20 saves for the Hurricanes (43-14-
8), who were shut out for the second time in two days. 

"You tip your hat, but we just handed them two points," 
Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "That's what 
happened, and then maybe they didn't have to do anything 
after that. We played hard all night. I thought we were in 
control. You just can't give a good team like that (that 
much)." 

Carolina played without forward Andrei Svechnikov, who 
sustained a lower-body injury in a 4-0 loss to the Vegas 
Golden Knights on Saturday. 

"We're playing hard and we're getting our chances," 
Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin said. "We just got to 
just continue and get those chances and play the right way to 

get those chances. So, I don't know if it's a slump, 
necessarily, but we'll get out of it." 

Hughes gave New Jersey a 1-0 lead at 6:44 of the first 
period. After stealing the puck from Calvin de Haan above 
the left circle, Hughes skated down and snapped a shot five-
hole on Kochetkov. 

"It's a big one for us," said Hughes, who ended a six-game 
goal drought. "They're a good team over there, so for us to 
tie them (in the standings), that's good. We're going to have 
a big push here the last few games." 

Hughes' goal came 36 seconds after Vanecek denied Stefan 
Noesen on a shot from the left hash marks on a 2-on-1. 

"We've missed goaltending in the past, and Vanecek's come 
in here and has done a great job. And recently, [Akira 
Schmid] has done a really good job, too," Hughes said. 

Bratt made it 2-0 at 8:47 with a snap shot from the bottom of 
the left circle off a give-and-go with Hughes down left wing. 

"You really want to bring all the energy you have and really 
treat it as a playoff game," Bratt said. "It was kind of a 
preseason playoff game for us to really get into the heat and 
really play those full 60 minutes. This is a really good test for 
us and we responded very well." 

Bratt scored again at 4:31 of the second period to extend the 
lead to 3-0. 

Hughes forced Kochetkov into an errant pass, stole the puck, 
and took the initial shot at the left post. The rebound then slid 
in the slot to Bratt, who took two swipes to score while on his 
stomach. 

Vanecek stopped a snap shot by Sebastian Aho alone in the 
slot one minute later, one of his 14 saves in the second. 

"I thought we did a lot of good things in the game," New 
Jersey coach Lindy Ruff said. "We made some mistakes, 
and 'V' made some big saves. I thought at the start the game 
Jack had great legs, and Bratt was on his game and, 
offensively, that's probably all we needed." 

NOTES: Carolina hadn't been shut out in consecutive games 
since Jan. 10-13, 2014. ... New Jersey forward Dawson 
Mercer had his 12-game point streak end. ... Hughes had his 
27th multipoint game of the season, tying Taylor Hall (2017-
18) for the most in a season in Devils/Colorado 
Rockies/Kansas City Scouts history. 
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Hughes scores 1, sets up 2 by Bratt, Devils beat Canes 3-0 
By Tom Canavan 

NEWARK, N.J. (AP) — The New Jersey Devils have had 
such an unexpectly great season some have been 
wondering when they would hit the wall. 

In their biggest game of the season, their best players stood 
front and center and the only ones hitting the wall were the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

Jack Hughes stole a puck and scored early and set up two 
goals by Jesper Bratt to lead the Devils to a 3-0 win Sunday 
night that pushed New Jersey into a first-place tie with the 
Hurricanes in the Metropolitan Division. 

“It’s a big one for us,” said Hughes, who ended a six-game 
goal drought. “They’re good team over there. So, for us to tie 
it up, you know, that’s good. And we’re gonna have a big 
push here the last few games.” 

Vitek Vanecek had 32 saves for his third shutout of the 
season. 

New Jersey and Carolina both have 94 points. The Devils 
have 15 games left in the regular season, one fewer than the 
Hurricanes. 

“This group is really good group,” Vanecek said. “We’re 
really playing well. The defensemen are really good, the 
forwards are scoring goals, so the goalie have to make the 
saves to help them.” 

Pyotr Kochetkov made 20 saves for the Hurricanes, who 
were coming off a 4-0 loss to Vegas on Saturday. The 
consecutive shutout losses were the first for Carolina since 
January 2014. The Hurricanes are scoreless in their last 
eight periods. 

Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said he would be more 
worried about the recent lack of scoring if his team was not 
getting chances. They tallied 15 goals over three games 
before totaling only one in the last three. 

“It goes like that sometimes,” he said. “And obviously right 
now we’re in a little stretch where we haven’t been able to 
find the net.” 

Carolina was it’s own worst enemy in this one, as two of New 
Jersey’s goals came on giveaways. 

Hughes came up quickly behind defenseman Calvin de Haan 
as he handled the puck in his own end, stole it and swooped 
in on Kochetkov before squeezing a shot between his pads 
for his 37th goal at 6:44 of the first period. 

With the teams playing 4 on 4 minutes just over two minutes 
later, Hughes led a 2-on-2 break into the Carolina end and 
found Bratt behind defenseman Brett Pesce. His quick shot 
beat Kochetkov to the short side. 

“We knew this kind of a team if you let off the gas for a 
couple of minutes they’re going to come back at you,” Bratt 
said. “This is a really good test for us and we responded very 
well.” 

The final goal came 4:31 into the second period. Hughes 
knocked down a pass up the ice by the Hurricanes’ goalie 
and found Bratt on a play he knocked the puck into the net 
while on the ice for his 27th. 

“We didn’t do ourselves any favors by any means,” Canes 
forward Seth Jarvis said. “But when you can’t put the puck in 
the net, that’s always a bigger problem. Obviously there’s 
some you want back, but the ones we didn’t put in are the 
ones that can hurt a little bit more.” 

Vanecek preserved the shutout with a point-blank save on 
Hurricanes leading goal scorer Sebastian Aho in the second 
period and an in-close close stop on Jesper Fast in the third. 

NOTES: Devils second-year forward Dawson Mercer had his 
12-game point streak snapped. ... The teams split their four-
game season series. ... Carolina played without Andrei 
Svechnikov. He sustained a lower body injury Saturday. ... 
Devils F Erik Haula played in his 600th NHL game.  

UP NEXT: 

Hurricanes: Host Winnipeg on Tuesday night. 

Devils: Host Tampa Bay on Tuesday night in the opener of a 
two-game series at home. The other game is Thursday. 
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Metropolitan Division-leading Hurricanes play the Jets 
Winnipeg Jets (38-26-3, third in the Central Division) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (43-14-8, first in the Metropolitan 
Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Tuesday, 7 p.m. EDT 

BOTTOM LINE: The Metropolitan Division-leading Carolina 
Hurricanes play the Winnipeg Jets. 

Carolina has a 23-8-2 record at home and a 43-14-8 record 
overall. The Hurricanes are 15-2-0 in games they convert at 
least one power play. 

Winnipeg has a 17-15-1 record on the road and a 38-26-3 
record overall. The Jets have a 34-3-1 record when scoring 
three or more goals. 

The matchup Tuesday is the second time these teams play 
this season. The Jets won 4-3 in overtime in the last 
meeting. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Sebastian Aho has 27 goals and 29 
assists for the Hurricanes. Brent Burns has one goal and 
nine assists over the last 10 games. 

Mark Scheifele has 38 goals and 22 assists for the Jets. 
Joshua Morrissey has four goals and five assists over the 
past 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 6-4-0, averaging 2.8 goals, 
4.5 assists, three penalties and 6.8 penalty minutes while 
giving up 1.7 goals per game. 

Jets: 3-5-2, averaging 2.9 goals, five assists, 4.1 penalties 
and nine penalty minutes while giving up 3.8 goals per game. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Antti Raanta: day to day 
(undisclosed), Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), Jake Gardiner: 
out (hip/back), Max Pacioretty: out (achilles), Jalen Chatfield: 
day to day (illness). 

Jets: Josh Morrissey: day to day (undisclosed), Kyle 
Capobianco: day to day (illness), Pierre-Luc Dubois: day to 
day (lower body), Adam Lowry: day to day (undisclosed), 
Cole Perfetti: out (upper body). 
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NHL playoff standings update: Who will be West's No. 1 seed? 
By Tim Kavanagh 

Over the weekend, the Boston Bruins became the first team 
to clinch a playoff berth, and any reasonable observer would 
conclude that they will be the East's No. 1 seed, barring a 
tremendous collapse in the closing weeks. 

The West's race for No. 1 is another story. 

Through 67 games, the Vegas Golden Knights lead the 
charge with 88 points and 30 regulation wins. With one game 
in hand, the Dallas Stars have 85 points and 30 regulation 
wins. Taking a peek at the two clubs' schedules, the Knights 
have eight games against teams currently in playoff position 
(out of 15 total), including a matchup against the Stars on 
April 8 on ABC/ESPN+. Of the Stars' 16 remaining games, 
only six are against teams in a playoff spot. 

Of course, other teams could enter the mix as well. The 
Minnesota Wild are at 84 points and 27 regulation wins 
through 67 games, while the Los Angeles Kings are at 85 
and 28 through 67. This race is far from over. 

As we enter the final stretch of the regular season, it's time to 
check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams 
jockeying for position in the 2023 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Boston Bruins vs. WC2 New York Islanders 
A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 
M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 Pittsburgh Penguins 
M2 New Jersey Devils vs. M3 New York Rangers 

Western Conference 

C1 Dallas Stars vs. WC1 Edmonton Oilers 
C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 Winnipeg Jets 
P1 Vegas Golden Knights vs. WC2 Colorado Avalanche 
P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Seattle Kraken 

Monday's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All games not on ESPN, TNT or 
NHL Network are available via NHL Power Play, which is 
included in an ESPN+ subscription (local blackout 
restrictions apply). 

Colorado Avalanche at Montreal Canadiens, 7:30 p.m. 
(NHLN) 
Buffalo Sabres at Toronto Maple Leafs, 7:30 p.m. 
Dallas Stars at Seattle Kraken, 10 p.m. 

Sunday's scoreboard 

Detroit Red Wings 5, Boston Bruins 3 
Pittsburgh Penguins 3, New York Rangers 2 (OT) 

New Jersey Devils 3, Carolina Hurricanes 0 
Vegas Golden Knights 5, St. Louis Blues 3 
Winnipeg Jets 3, Tampa Bay Lightning 2 
Calgary Flames 5, Ottawa Senators 1 
Nashville Predators 5, Anaheim Ducks 4 (OT) 
Arizona Coyotes 5, Minnesota Wild 4 (OT) 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

x - Boston Bruins 

Points: 105 
Regulation wins: 43 
Playoff position: A1 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 133 
Next game: @ CHI (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 100% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 88 
Regulation wins: 34 
Playoff position: A2 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 111 
Next game: vs. BUF (Monday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 84 
Regulation wins: 32 
Playoff position: A3 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 103 
Next game: @ NJ (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 73 
Regulation wins: 28 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 89 
Next game: vs. MTL (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 39% 
Tragic number: 27 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 70 
Regulation wins: 26 
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Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 87 
Next game: @ EDM (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 5% 
Tragic number: 26 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 69 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 87 
Next game: @ TOR (Monday) 
Playoff chances: 7% 
Tragic number: 27 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 69 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 86 
Next game: @ NSH (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 2% 
Tragic number: 2 

Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 58 
Regulation wins: 17 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 72 
Next game: vs. COL (Monday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 14 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 94 
Regulation wins: 32 
Playoff position: M1 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 119 
Next game: vs. WPG (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

New Jersey Devils 

Points: 94 
Regulation wins: 32 
Playoff position: M2 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 117 
Next game: vs. TB (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 84 
Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: M3 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 104 
Next game: vs. WSH (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 78 
Regulation wins: 25 
Playoff position: WC1 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 97 
Next game: vs. MTL (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 86% 
Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 76 
Regulation wins: 29 
Playoff position: WC2 
Games left: 14 
Points pace: 92 
Next game: @ LA (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 48% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 71 
Regulation wins: 25 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 87 
Next game: @ NYR (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 13% 
Tragic number: 25 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 
Regulation wins: 22 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 73 
Next game: vs. VGK (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 15 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 47 
Regulation wins: 15 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 59 
Next game: @ SJ (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 5 

Central Division 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 85 
Regulation wins: 30 
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Playoff position: C1 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 106 
Next game: @ SEA (Monday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 84 
Regulation wins: 27 
Playoff position: C2 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 103 
Next game: @ STL (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: 97% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 79 
Regulation wins: 29 
Playoff position: C3 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 97 
Next game: @ CAR (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 73% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 78 
Regulation wins: 25 
Playoff position: WC2 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 100 
Next game: @ MTL (Monday) 
Playoff chances: 97% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 73 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 94 
Next game: vs. DET (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 31% 
Tragic number: 31 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 63 
Regulation wins: 21 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 78 
Next game: vs. MIN (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 17 

Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 59 
Regulation wins: 18 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 15 

Points pace: 72 
Next game: vs. CGY (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 11 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 50 
Regulation wins: 14 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 62 
Next game: vs. BOS (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 4 

Pacific Division 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 88 
Regulation wins: 30 
Playoff position: P1 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 108 
Next game: @ PHI (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 85 
Regulation wins: 28 
Playoff position: P2 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 104 
Next game: vs. NYI (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 98% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Seattle Kraken 

Points: 81 
Regulation wins: 30 
Playoff position: P3 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 101 
Next game: vs. DAL (Monday) 
Playoff chances: 92% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 80 
Regulation wins: 34 
Playoff position: WC1 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 98 
Next game: vs. OTT (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 94% 
Tragic number: N/ 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 73 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 15 
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Points pace: 89 
Next game: @ ARI (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 16% 
Tragic number: 2 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 61 
Regulation wins: 17 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 77 
Next game: vs. DAL (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 17 

Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 54 
Regulation wins: 12 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 66 
Next game: vs. NYI (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 6 

San Jose Sharks 

Points: 50 
Regulation wins: 14 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 61 
Next game: vs. CBJ (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 2 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top 
of the first round, so the team that finishes in last place is not 
guaranteed the No. 1 selection. As of 2021, a team might 
move up a maximum of 10 spots if it wins the lottery, so only 
11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 pick. Full 
details on the process can be found here. Sitting No. 1 on 
the draft board for this summer is Connor Bedard, who has 
been lauded as a generational talent. 

1. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 47 
Regulation wins: 15 

2. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 50 
Regulation wins: 14 

3. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 50 
Regulation wins: 14 

4. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 54 
Regulation wins: 12 

5. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 58 
Regulation wins: 17 

6. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 59 
Regulation wins: 18 

7. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 
Regulation wins: 22 

8. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 61 
Regulation wins: 17 

9. St. Louis Blues 

Points: 63 
Regulation wins: 21 

10. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 69 
Regulation wins: 24 

11. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 69 
Regulation wins: 24 

12. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 70 
Regulation wins: 26 

13. Washington Capitals 

Points: 71 
Regulation wins: 25 

14. Calgary Flames 

Points: 73 
Regulation wins: 24 

15. Nashville Predators 

Points: 73 
Regulation wins: 24 

16. Florida Panthers* 

Points: 73 
Regulation wins: 28 

Notes on traded picks impacting the top 16:  

 Montreal will receive Florida's first-round pick as a 
result of the trade last season that sent Ben Chiarot 
to the Panthers. 
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Canes suffer second straight shut out loss in pivotal Metro battle 
The Carolina Hurricanes were blanked by Vitek Vanecek in 
New Jersey Sunday night.  

By Alec_Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes took the ice Sunday night in New 
Jersey in a pivotal Metropolitan Division matchup, hoping to 
extend their lead atop the division over the Devils.  

Instead, the Canes’ scoring woes continued, as the Devils 
blanked the Hurricanes 3-0 in Carolina’s second shutout loss 
in as many nights. After falling 4-0 to Vegas Saturday, the 
Canes again failed to score a goal, pushing their scoreless 
drought to eight full periods and 178:51 of ice time.  

Vitek Vanecek was very good for the Devils in net, turning 
away all 32 shots he faced. The Canes outshot the Devils 
32-23, but New Jersey out-chanced the Hurricanes as 
Carolina really never found a semblance of a groove in the 
game as the Devils dominated on their home ice to even 
things up atop the Metro Division.  

In the Canes’ net, Pyotr Kochetkov made 20 saves on 23 
shots faced, and while he made some strong saves he also 
let in some soft goals. On the whole though, the Hurricanes 
just weren’t good enough Sunday night to compete with a 
Devils team that was faster, better and more efficient.  

The Canes had plenty of chances, too. Carolina went 0 for 3 
on the power play, but mustered just two scoring chances 
over the course of six whole minutes of 5-on-4 play. If there 
was a bright spot for Carolina it was the penalty kill — which 
was 2 for 2 — but that was far from enough to make Sunday 
night’s effort palatable.  

Carolina is struggling right now. Every team goes on scoring 
droughts. It’s just not a great time, with Sunday’s game 
against the Devils one of the most important of the entire 
regular season.  

The Canes will be back in action Tuesday night at home 
against Winnipeg, and a goal will be desperately needed.  
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Canes put up lackluster performance in 3-0 loss to Devils  
By Aidan Carlson 

The Carolina Hurricanes suffered a predictable defeat 
against the New Jersey Devils on Sunday, March 12, getting 
shut out 3-0.  

In their third game in four days, the Canes (43-14-8) looked 
sloppy against the Devils (44-16-6), who came ready to play. 

There are no other words to describe this game other than 
disappointing for Carolina. In the past two games, the 
Hurricanes have failed to score on a combined 65 shots on 
goal, an incompetent offensive display.  

The Canes have definitely entered a rough stretch of play in 
recent games, which is unfortunate considering the time of 
year and the opponents coming up during the final sprint of 
the season. With this loss, Carolina remains barely in first 
place in the Metropolitan Division, tied in points with the 
Devils with a game in hand. 

6:44 into the first period, Devils center Jack Hughes stripped 
the puck from Canes defenseman Calvin de Haan in his own 
zone and scored, putting the Canes down early in what 
proved to be the game-deciding goal. De Haan, seemingly 
caught off guard by Hughes’ pressure, gave up the puck in 
embarrassing fashion just two games after a similar incident 
on Thursday, March 9 against the Philadelphia Flyers.  

Just over two minutes later, the Devils capitalized again on a 
Hurricanes turnover and went up 2-0. 

Just when the Canes were able to get their feet under 
themselves towards the end of the first and the beginning of 
the second period, goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov gave up the 

puck under pressure, leading to the Devils’ third goal, which 
cemented their win. 

It would be easy to write off this loss as a tired Canes team 
making a few mistakes that cost them the game; however, 
New Jersey has also played three games in the past four 
days and didn’t suffer the same degradation in play. The 
Devils played like this game meant something to them, 
whereas the Canes looked careless in the first half of the 
game with the number of errors and no-look passes that 
reached no one but the other team.  

The most upsetting part is other than the three giveaways 
that led to goals, the Devils were also struggling to get good 
offensive chances themselves. But when you give a team as 
talented as the Devils three easy goals, that’s hard to come 
back from.  

The Canes were missing a few key pieces this game. 
Defenseman Jalen Chatfield and goaltender Antti Raanta 
have been absent the past few games with their respective 
injuries. Right wing Andrei Svechnikov missed tonight's 
game due to a lower-body injury suffered against the Vegas 
Golden Knights on Saturday, March 12, in which he had to 
leave the game early.    

The Hurricanes were in a similar situation earlier in the 
season just after their historic winning streak, so it’s too early 
to panic about how the team is performing. This is a team 
that is designed to play a game that creates chances off the 
forecheck — when they can’t establish an effective 
forecheck, the Canes fail to score effectively. 

Carolina will look to get on the scoreboard and right the ship 
against the Winnipeg Jets on Tuesday, March 14 at 7 p.m. 
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Wolves Fall to Griffins 3-1 
ROSEMONT, Ill.—The Chicago Wolves wrapped up a two-
game homestand by falling to the Grand Rapids Griffins 3-1 
on Sunday at Allstate Arena. 

Ryan Dzingel scored but it wasn’t enough as the Wolves fell 
for just the fifth time in the last 15 games. Tanner Hirose had 
a goal and an assist for Grand Rapids, which was playing for 
the third time in three days. 

“We need to get points,” Wolves coach Brock Sheahan said 
after the game. “You’re going to do that playing the right way 
and I feel like we left a lot on the table in the first period. We 
battled back and in the third period we pushed and pushed 
and pushed and we just couldn’t find a way through.” 

The Griffins notched the only goal of the opening period 
when Hirose found the back of the net. 

Midway through the second, Grand Rapids took a 2-0 lead 
when Danny O’Regan scored with his team holding a two-
man advantage. 

This time, the Wolves answered quickly when Dzingel scored 
his first goal of the season. The veteran forward redirected a 
pass from Ryan Suzuki past Griffins goaltender Alex 
Nedeljkovic from in close. Dzingel was playing in his first 
game since Nov. 20 after recovering from a back injury. 

The Griffins’ Dominik Shine scored into the empty net for the 
final margin. 

Zachary Sawchenko (22 saves) suffered the loss in goal for 
the Wolves while Nedeljkovic (28 saves) earned the win for 
the Griffins. 

The Wolves fell to 25-26-3-2 on the season and Grand 
Rapids improved to 24-27-4-3. 

Up next: The Wolves travel to Milwaukee to face the 
Admirals on Friday (7 p.m.; AHLTV). 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/4298539/2023/03/13/nhl-weekend-rankings-flyers-kings/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2023/03/mistakes-goal-drought-sink-hurricanes-in-new-jersey/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-held-goalless-for-a-second-straight-night/c-342155806 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-new-jersey-devils-game-recap/c-341897836 
https://apnews.com/article/hurricanes-devils-hughes-bratt-3b511b00db7f4a7af235f6063954de95 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-athlete-injuries-north-carolina-tar-heels-9203856b7b3c49d2916456adf3a0ab4b 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/35846873/nhl-playoff-standings-west-no-1-seed 

https://www.canescountry.com/2023/3/12/23637032/canes-suffer-second-straight-shut-out-loss-in-pivotal-metro-battle 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-put-up-lackluster-performance-in-3-0-loss-to-devils/article_24adb706-c14c-11ed-9873-

f33930ecc606.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2023/03/12/wolves-fall-to-griffins-3-1/ 
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Put away the pitchforks 

 

By: Mike McIntyre 

Posted: 10:15 PM CDT Sunday, Mar. 12, 2023 

 

TAMPA BAY — Put down those pitchforks. Hold off on the obituary. 
There appears to be plenty of fight left in these Winnipeg Jets. 

Down, but clearly not out, the hockey club managed what is an extremely 
big ask for any NHL outfit these days — sweeping a weekend series in 
the state of Florida. 

Two impressive, hard-fought victories over the Panthers (5-4 in overtime 
Saturday night) and the Lightning (3-2 on Sunday night) have turned 
plenty of frowns upside-down. 

Tampa Bay Lightning goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy (88) makes a pad 
save on a shot by Winnipeg Jets left wing Kyle Connor (81) during the 
third period of an NHL hockey game Sunday, March 12, 2023, in Tampa, 
Fla. 

“It’s huge,” associate coach Scott Arniel said outside the club’s locker 
room at Amalie Arena. “You know, it’s a real desperate time for us for 
points. We have to keep pace with everybody in our division and our 
conference. We knew it was going to be a tough trip. And so far, it’s off to 
a great start.” 

Winnipeg hit the road having just won two of 11 games and with a 
daunting schedule that had many fans and pundits wondering if things 
might actually get worse. Instead, the Jets flipped the script in a 24-hour 
span. 

“We know that we’ve gone through a tough spell here the last 10, 15 
games, but we’re the ones who are going to have to get out of it. We’re 
going to have to find ways to win,” said defenceman Brenden Dillon. 

“Injuries, we can’t use any excuses for us. (Sunday night), everybody 
stepped up. Our checkers checked, our offensive guys produced, and 
everyone just contributed whatever way they needed to do.” 

Nate Schmidt, Nino Niederreiter and Morgan Barron scored for the 
visitors, who improve to 38-26-3 with 15 regular-season games 
remaining. Alex Killorn and Anthony Cirelli lit the lamp for Tampa Bay, 
who fall to 39-22-6. 

There’s plenty of accolades to go around. 

1. Three cheers for Connor Hellebuyck, whose game had struggled of 
late. He was given the back-to-back assignment, and responded with two 
stellar efforts. 

A 44-save performance on Saturday in Sunrise, and a 33-stop effort on 
Sunday in Tampa. He also got some timely help from his posts, with 

Lightning defenceman Victor Hedman ringing iron in the dying seconds of 
the one-goal loss. 

“He’s the best in the world for a reason,” said Barron. “He just sticks to 
his process and we have full faith in him. He made some huge saves for 
us down the stretch. Again, really good team, they have some confident 
shooters. But I’ll take Bucky before any of them.” 

2. Three cheers for the penalty kill, which was torched for three goals on 
Saturday by the potent Panthers. They came up huge in this one, going 
three-for-three which included 62 seconds of a two-man advantage for 
the Lightning. 

“Well I saw our goaltender make a couple big ones,” Arniel said of what 
worked so well. 

“But at the end of the day we knew that they’re shooters and they’ve got 
a lot of different weapons. Everybody’s dangerous. It’s not like you can 
take one guy away or two guys away. It’s everybody who is a part of that. 
We tried not to get too far away from Helly and tried to get in and help on 
those rebounds.” 

Winnipeg Jets defenseman Nate Schmidt (88) celebrates his goal 
against the Tampa Bay Lightning with teammates, including center David 
Gustafsson (19) and center Kevin Stenlund (28) during the first period. 

3. Three cheers for the third line. Barron, along with Adam Lowry and 
Mason Appleton, may have had their finest outing of the season. 

They are the shutdown trio head coach Rick Bowness envisioned when 
the year began, but injuries to Appleton and Barron have meant limited 
time together. 

Lowry was a question mark for this game, having suffered a lower-body 
ailment in the third period on Saturday, but declared himself fit to play. 
And they were a force. 

“I thought we were solid. I don’t know about our best. I think there’s still a 
little more we can do,” said Barron. 

“We created some chances and we held the zone defensively. They’re a 
good team so they’re going to create some chances. Honestly, I have a 
tough time evaluating until I watch the game over but I think we’re happy 
with it.” 

4. Three cheers for a successful video review. Killorn and Schmidt had 
traded first period goals, and the Niederreiter (on the power play) gave 
Winnipeg its first lead early in the middle frame. 

Then came the turning point, when Appleton set-up Dillon for a shot, and 
Barron buried the rebound at 9:04 of the second. 

Tampa Bay challenged for goaltender interference, suggesting Dillon had 
impeded the ability of Lightning puckstopper Andrei Vasilevskiy. But it 
was ultimately upheld after a brief review. 

“I mean, I’m right in my office there in the crease, where I usually am,” 
joked Dillon, who was playing in his 800th career game. 
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“I saw some replays on the bench. Those ones are pretty tough to 
overturn and you sometimes just never know how it’s going to go but it 
turns out to be the game winner and that’s awesome.” 

5. Three cheers for resilience. The injury list, which once was as high as 
seven players earlier this year and recently got down to just one (Cole 
Perfetti), continues to grow. Pierre-Luc Dubois missed a third straight 
game with an upper-body injury, and All-Star defenceman Josh 
Morrissey had to sit this one out after suffering a lower-body ailment in 
Florida. 

Dylan Samberg came into the lineup to take Morrissey’s spot, stepping 
right into a top pairing with Dylan DeMelo. They were excellent. And all of 
the blue-liners had their ice time increase to make up for Morrissey’s 
absence. 

Tampa Bay Lightning defenseman Nick Perbix (48) skates around 
Winnipeg Jets left wing Nikolaj Ehlers (27) during the first period. 

“It was by committee. We had to use everybody,” said Arniel. 

“With back to back games, where Josh can log some big minutes, 
everybody had to be a part of it. I’m real proud of the guys. They did a 
really good job of clearing the front of the net. I know there were a lot of 
crazy situations that were going on at times. They kept their head. I liked 
the way we moved the puck up. We were quick and we didn’t allow 
extended times in our end of the rink. We played fast and that helped a 
lot for us get into Tampa’s end.” 

UP NEXT: The Jets will have a chance to finish up a perfect road trip 
when they face Carolina on Tuesday. Although the Hurricanes sit on top 
of the Metropolitan Division, they lost two straight games this weekend by 
a combined score of 7-0 to the Vegas Golden Knights and New Jersey 
Devils. In other words, expect a surly opponent in Raleigh. 

After that it’s a quick stop back home to face the NHL’s best team, the 
Boston Bruins, on Thursday at Canada Life Centre. 

“We know all the points matter right now. And our schedule doesn’t get 
easier in the next two games,” said Barron. 

“This is a big start for us. We know we have to start winning on the road. 
Take these two wins and hopefully get a third there on Tuesday.” 
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Eyssimont puts charge into Bolts 

 

By: Mike McIntyre 

Posted: 10:04 PM CDT Sunday, Mar. 12, 2023 

 

TAMPA BAY — Michael Eyssimont may be gone from the Winnipeg Jets. 
But he’s definitely not forgotten by fans, former teammates and coaches 
who love the energy and excitement he brought to the lineup earlier this 
year. 

Turns out the feeling is very much mutual. 

“I’m really grateful to Winnipeg for giving me that first opportunity,” 
Eyssimont told the Free Press on Sunday afternoon at Amalie Arena, a 
couple hours before he got set to face-off against the Jets for the first 
time. 

Tampa Bay Lightning center Michael Eyssimont (23) chases a loose 
puck during the first period of an NHL hockey game against the Winnipeg 
Jets Sunday, March 12, 2023, in Tampa, Fla. 

“To kind of show, finally, what I had been working on in the minors for so 
long.” 

Indeed, the 26-year-old came into this current NHL campaign with the 
label of a minor-leaguer. With five pro seasons, and 220 AHL games on 
his resumé, it looked like perhaps he’d reached his ceiling. 

But an impressive training camp with the Jets opened plenty of eyes, 
including those of new head coach Rick Bowness. And when the injuries 
began piling up — Winnipeg had seven regulars sidelined by December 
— opportunity came knocking. 

Eyssimont made the most of his call-up, scoring his first big-league goal, 
adding his first four assists, and dragging a shorthanded Jets squad into 
battle night after night as they played some of their best hockey. 

But then, the walking wounded began to return. And Eyssimont was told 
he was being sent back to the Manitoba Moose after 19 games with the 
Jets. 

“I definitely understood it,” Eyssimont said. “There was four guys coming 
back (all at once) and they were all forwards. It is what it is. I was just 
happy to have had that opportunity. Obviously there was that good 
stretch there where I kind of made some waves and was able to get 
another chance with another team.” 

That would be the San Jose Sharks, who intercepted his return to the 
AHL by claiming him on waivers. 

“It was pretty crazy. It was one of the more hectic days of my life,” said 
Eyssimont. “I was on my way to the airport to meet the Moose in Laval. 
So I got the call, had to have the taxi driver turn around, take me back 
and I had to pack up my stuff. It was wild. It was pretty hectic.” 

The change of scenery certainly suited him well, as Eyssimont was given 
top six minutes and scored three times while adding five assists in 20 
games. But with San Jose well out of the playoff picture, and calls 
coming in about Eyssimont’s availability, they pulled the trigger on a 
trade with Tampa Bay. 

“That was a surprise as well,” said Eyssimont. 

Coming the other way was Vladislav Namestnikov, who they quickly 
flipped to the Jets in exchange for a fourth-round draft pick. It makes 
sense for the Sharks, who are thinking long-term, to essentially turn 
found money (Eyssimont) into something that will hopefully help them 
down the road. 

It also gave the Lightning the fiery kind of forward they were looking for 
as they prepare for a likely first-round playoff showdown with the Toronto 
Maple Leafs. And the Jets are thrilled to add Namestnikov to their mix. 

A win-win-win, if you will. 

“It’s been kind of three different places and a different role with every 
spot,” said Eyssimont. 

“I feel like my development is kind of being streamlined this year after 
spending a lot of time in the minors. Getting these opportunities and 
these looks, I’m just kind of streamlining through my career and now a 
chance to hopefully play in the playoffs and get a look at that, too.” 

Eyssimont said he’s learned much this year playing for three 
accomplished coaches in Rick Bowness, David Quinn and now Jon 
Cooper, who has guided the Lightning to three straight Stanley Cup 
Finals and back-to-back championships in 2020 and 2021. 

“It’s a different position because a lot of this team is very established. Not 
just in the lineup, but players in the league,” said Eyssimont. 

“I’ve watched more Tampa Bay Lightning games in the last three or four 
seasons than any team in the league. I haven’t missed many games that 
I’ve been able to catch. So I feel like I belong in the lineup and on the ice 
I feel definitely capable. But off the ice it’s pretty surreal to me to be in 
this locker room.” 
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He lined up on Sunday night as the fourth-line centre, skating between 
veteran wingers Corey Perry and Pat Maroon. He has yet to hit the 
scoresheet in six games with the Lightning, but has been involved in 
plenty of chaos as shown by his 16 penalty minutes so far. 

“My goal, in this contract, was to get a first taste of the NHL. I’m in a 
position right now where I can do that,” said Eyssimont. “Nothing is set in 
stone. It’s just up to me to keep pushing.” 

Facing some old friends was going to be strange, but Eyssimont said it 
also serves as a reminder of just how far he’s come — figuratively and 
literally — in such a short period of time. 

From the Moose to the Jets, to the Sharks to the Lightning, it’s been quite 
the journey. 

“I haven’t really been able to stop and just kind of look at everything with 
some perspective. I’m just trying to stay focused on the day right now,” 
he said. 

“It’s been a lot of changes. It’s important to put the pressure on yourself 
to continue to adapt to these new situations and these news positions 
that I’m in and just try to make the most of them. I knew I was capable. 
It’s just about staying in the day right now. And then, hopefully in what 
will be a short offseason, I can reflect on it and enjoy it with my family.” 
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Jets make it two-for-two in Florida with win over Lightning 

 

Scott Billeck 

Published Mar 12, 2023 

 

Even the eternal optimist wouldn’t have considered the Winnipeg Jets, 
struggles and all, walking into Florida and taking maximum points from 
the Sunshine State. 

But after a nail-biting overtime win against the Panthers on Saturday, the 
Jets produced a performance even gutsier one night later, grinding out a 
character-building 3-2 victory over the Tampa Bay Lightning at Amalie 
Arena on Sunday. 

Connor Hellebuyck made 14 third-period saves — and 33 overall — to 
hold down the fort, and the Jets didn’t sit back on their heels, as they’ve 
done too often this season. 

And after rebounding from an early Tampa goal in the first period, the 
Jets roared back with goals from Nate Schmidt, Nino Niederreiter and 
Morgan Barron to vault themselves back into third place in the Central 
Division, improving their record to 38-26-3. 

 

“With a team that good, you just can’t sit on your heels the whole period, 
regardless of how good a team you are at defending,” Barron told 
reporters in Tampa post-game. “That’s going to be the goal for us. Good 
teams are able to hold those leads. We got to do that by continuing to 
push and look for that next goal.” 

Barron’s seventh goal of the season, and just his second since Jan. 10, 
at 9:04 of the second period, stood as the game-winner, after firing a 
puck into a wide-open net. 

The goal was challenged by the Lightning for goaltender interference with 
defenceman Brenden Dillon, playing in his 800th NHL game, standing 
overtop Tampa starter Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

It took a lengthy review before the call of a good goal on the ice was 
upheld. 

“Those ones are pretty tough to overturn and you sometimes just never 
know how it’s going to go but it turns out to be the game-winner and 
that’s awesome,” Dillon said. 

“Big win for us. Super proud and happy to get that. A young Brenden 
Dillon was just hoping for one of these and here we are, 800 later. Just 
super fortunate and happy to be here.” 

Nate Schmidt’s seventh of the season at 10:15 of the first period 
cancelled out Alex Killorn’s strike just 79 seconds into the game. 

Winnipeg’s power play, which had been on a brutal run before heading to 
Florida, continued its resurgence on Sunday after Niederreiter potted his 
21st of the year on Vasilevskiy’s doorstep 1:01 into the second to give 
the Jets a 2-1 lead. 

A night after tying his career-high of 38 goals at FLA Live Arena, Mark 
Scheifele reached the 60-point mark for the eighth time in his career with 
an assist on Niederreiter’s goal. 

Niederreiter, meanwhile, pushed his point streak with his new club to six 
games, with three goals and six points in that span. 

“With a goaltender like Vasilevskiy, you have to have traffic and you have 
to have traffic and you have to have bodies around the net front,” 
associate coach Scott Arniel said. “You have to make it difficult on him. 
Anything he sees, he’s going to stop. Part of the game plan was to get to 
him, to get down in there and put pucks into his feet and kind of hope that 
some of the chaos happens from there.” 

After Barron made it 3-1, Anthony Cirelli was sprung on a shorthanded 
breakaway, beating Hellebuyck to pull the game to 3-2. 

The Jets were then tasked with killing off 1:02 of 5-on-3 time after 
Scheifele was dinged for a dubious illegal check to the head on Cirelli 
and Kevin Stenlund was caught tripping Nikita Kucherov. 

Winnipeg held its ground, including a big save from Hellebuyck on Corey 
Perry. 

“We showed a lot of character with that,” Dillon said. “We had guys 
blocking shots, our penalty kill came up huge. We just overall played a 
great road game. We really wanted to work on our road game, in general, 
coming into this trip and to get a big back-to-back couple of wins in some 
tough buildings against some tough teams, is just huge for our group.” 

Sunday was the first time the Jets had won consecutive games since 
Feb. 14, and did so without top defenceman Josh Morrissey, who missed 
the game with a lower-body injury that he picked up in the second period 
on Saturday. 

Jets head coach Rick Bowness listed Morrissey as day-to-day in his pre-
game availability. 

The team was also without Pierre-Luc Dubois who, while skating back in 
Winnipeg over the weekend, won’t join the team in Raleigh as once 
hoped. 

Adam Lowry did play, however, after he, too, left Saturday’s game late in 
the third. 

“He’s a leader for a reason,” Arniel said. “He’s a guy that doesn’t want to 
miss any games. To stay in the hunt here and to keep battling for a 
playoff spot and even a divisional spot, he knew it was going to take an 
awful lot to keep him out of the lineup. You love to see that.” 

After struggling in his five previous starts, Hellebuyck bounced back in a 
big way for the Jets this weekend, stopping a combined 77 shots in 24 
hours. 

Despite facing 48 on Saturday, Bowness went back to his No. 1 on 
Sunday. 
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“He’s the best in the world for a reason,” Barron said. “He just sticks to 
his process and we have full faith in him. He made some huge saves for 
us down the stretch tonight. Again, really good team, they have some 

confident shooters. But I’ll take Bucky before any of them.” Winnipeg Sun 
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Maple Leafs look to capitalize on hard-fought win over Oilers 

 

Marty Klinkenberg 

5-6 minutes 3/12/2023 

 

Eleven goals were scored and key contributors all did their part, but a 
slapstick altercation between Evander Kane and Michael Bunting was the 
most entertaining piece of the Maple Leafs’ victory over the Oilers on 
Saturday night. 

Nearly midway through the third period, Edmonton and Toronto’s pepper 
pots grappled with one another as they skated down the ice. There was a 
lot of grabbing, hooking and tugging until punches were finally 
exchanged. 

If they had not been wearing helmets, they would have pulled each 
other’s hair and poked one another in the eye like Curly and Moe before 
hurling pies on the way to the penalty box. 

By then the Maple Leafs were well on their way to a 7-4 triumph that 
avenged a lopsided loss in Alberta 10 days prior. Kane was in ill-humour; 
earlier Bunting had been whistled for an Oscar-worthy embellishment 
penalty. 

Both ended up with double roughing infractions, but Bunting’s team 
captured the two points that were on the line. 

He is a master at drawing penalties – the most in the NHL going on two 
years now – as well as the ire of his opponents. 

“He likes to dive and embellish,” Kane said afterward, as aggrieved as if 
he had been kissed on the cheek by Brad Marchand. “You want to get 
that out of the game, but [the referees] prevent guys from the 
consequences of those actions. 

“Fighting is a great deterrent for those type of players. He’s a perfect 
example of that.” 

To which on Sunday Bunting smiled and shrugged as if the comment 
didn’t bother him. 

“I don’t really care to be honest,” the Toronto forward said following 
practice at the Ford Performance Centre. “I am not going to lose sleep 
over it. 

“I just stick to my game. I play every shift hard. I try not to let things bug 
me out there. I am moving on from it.” 

It was a good win for the Maple Leafs, who play three more times at 
Scotiabank Arena this week. The Buffalo Sabres are in town on Monday, 
the Colorado Avalanche come calling on Wednesday and the Carolina 
Hurricanes pay a visit on Friday. 

Toronto has had its way with the Sabres so far this season but they are 
usually more of a bother. Colorado and Carolina each poses a major 
challenge. 

Edmonton, which holds down the first wildcard position in the Western 
Conference, did as well. It jumped out to a 3-1 lead but then did Oilers 
things that turned into a 5-3 deficit in fewer than six minutes. 

“We had self-inflicted mistakes that cost us the game,” Kane said. 

At times, Edmonton is as electrifying as a trapeze act. At others, it is just 
a tiny slip away from a major mishap. 

For value’s sake, fans got their money’s worth. Connor McDavid scored 
his league-leading 55th goal and had two assists. Leon Draisaitl scored 
his 42nd, tied for fourth-most in the NHL. 

Noel Acciari and John Tavares each scored twice for the home team, 
Tavares has 30 now. Auston Matthews got his 30th for the seventh year 
in a row. Mitch Marner had the best night of all – one goal and four 
points. 

Neither Toronto’s Matt Murray nor Stuart Skinner did much to distinguish 
themselves in the net, but at least Murray buckled down to allow his team 
to mount a comeback. 

“The game was probably over if it got to 4-1,” Sheldon Keefe, the Maple 
Leafs head coach, said Sunday. “Matt held his ground. You can’t give up 
anymore if you want to come back.” 

Murray will get a second straight start on Monday versus Buffalo. 

Toronto is 40-17-8 and second in the Atlantic Division behind the high-
flying Bruins. On Saturday, Boston became the first team to clinch a 
berth in the 2023 Stanley Cup playoffs and the fastest club in NHL history 
to reach the 50-win mark in a season. 

The Sabres are desperately clinging to hopes for the postseason. 

“I didn’t love the first period on my part on Saturday but I felt better as the 
game went on and I settled in,” Murray said. “The team did a heck of a 
job in the second period. 

“That’s where it could have flipped either way.” 

The even-keeled Tavares was assessed a $5,000 fine on Sunday – that 
is the most allowed – for slashing Vincent Desharnais across the wrist in 
the third period. The slash was a retaliation for a cross-check by the 
Edmonton defenceman. 

It was deserved but not in the Kane/Bunting category. 

“He is a competitor,” Tavares said of his teammate. “He plays with a lot 
of emotion. We love him.” 
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How John Tavares and a random act of kindness gave a young Leafs fan 
recovering from brain surgery the ‘highlight of his life’ 

 

By Gilbert Ngabo Sports Reporter 

Mon., March 13, 2023 

 

John Tavares helped the Maple Leafs beat the Chicago Blackhawks. 
Then he helped create a memory that will last a lifetime for a young fan 
recovering from brain surgery. 

Henry Pye, 11, had a large tumour removed last December at the 
Hospital for Sick Children. He couldn’t sit up, move his head, open his 
eyes or talk for several days after the operation. Once he started to make 
progress and regain strength, his family began to think about ways to 
celebrate his recovery. 

They decided to take him to a hockey game. 
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“It was our first outing in real life after the surgery and it was his first time 
at a Leafs game, which was an amazing experience,” said Tanya Pye, 
Henry’s mother. “We were just so happy we could go out again.” 

A fun night at Scotiabank Arena on Feb. 15 would become unforgettable 
for Henry’s family thanks to the “serendipitous, random act of kindness” 
of a stranger and the generosity of the Leafs captain. 

First, an usher invited Henry to join a few other kids and fist-bump 
players as they took the ice. With mobility still an issue after surgery 
(Henry now uses a walker while his recovery continues) the usher and 
another man helped carry Henry down near the tunnel, and back to his 
seat. 

“That in itself was unbelievable — like, who gets that opportunity at their 
first game?” said Tanya, adding that Henry returned with “a glowing 
face.” 

Henry Pye reaches out to John Tavares in the tunnel at the Leafs game. 

That was just the start. A family seated nearby then invited Henry and his 
mom to join them at a post-game meet-and-greet with Tavares. They 
couldn’t believe what was happening. 

“All these people going out of their way to be nice to us. We looked like 
we needed a good night out, I guess,” she said. “And John was just so 
kind and so genuine ... I’m still blown away.” 

After recording a goal and an assist in a 5-2 Leafs win, Tavares spent 
time with both families — signing autographs, posing for pictures and 
praising Henry’s courage. 

“John really showed extreme kindness and decency, and Henry was just 
beaming all throughout the meeting and afterwards,” said Mark Ross, 
who had booked the meet-and-greet for his own son, then made Henry 
and his mom their plus-one. 

“Kids dream about meeting a Leafs player, let alone the team captain. A 
moment like that, it’s a different sort of pick-me-up for a kid who has been 
through so much in life and still has so much to look forward to. It was 
special.” 

A signed jersey says: "To Henry, keep fighting! Strongest kid I know! 
Your pal, John Tavares" 

As the father of two young kids, Tavares said Henry’s situation hit home. 

“As you get older, you start to see (your kids) and all the other stuff like 
that. You start to imagine them in those kind of situations, and you feel it 
more,” Tavares told the Star’s Bruce Arthur this past week. 

Tanya said recently that Henry continues to make progress in rehab at 
SickKids: regaining some speech and mobility, and able to see 
independently with both eyes despite persistent double vision. 

“He’s a very determined and independent little guy who’s very motivated 
to succeed,” she said, adding that her son thought it was funny to be 
carried down the stairs at the game; in hospital, he tries to do everything 
himself. 

Henry Pye, 11, and his mother Tanya recently went to a Leafs game and 
met with captain John Tavares. 

Now that the Pyes are “Leafs fans for life,” Tanya says Henry is looking 
forward to his next game. While the first one turned into a once-in-a-
lifetime experience, the plan is to make a return visit with his 
grandparents and other family members some time in the future. 

“What Henry keeps saying to us is that he wishes everything could go 
back to normal. That was a normal night for him because, for a brief 
moment, it didn’t involve the hospital routines,” Tanya said. “That is what 
kids and their families do: They go out and have fun and get to do normal 
things.” 

“It’s been a long road, and we still have a long road ahead of us, but that 
night was by far the highlight of the last 13 weeks and it will be the 
highlight of his life. Just incredible.” 
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‘Dirty Mike’ Bunting cleans up the Leafs’ messes. Evander Kane can say 
what he wants 

 

By Rosie DiManno Star Columnist 

Sun., March 12, 2023 

 

They wrangled just inside the red line, tangled all the way through the 
Edmonton zone, twerked at the goal crease and finally came to blows, 
with Michael Bunting getting the best of Evander Kane in the crowd-
pleasing punch-up. 

Not exactly Broad Street Bullies stuff, but a decent joust that resulted in 
double-minor roughing penalties for both combatants in the third period 
Saturday night at Scotiabank Arena, a sidebar to Toronto’s 7-4 trouncing 
of the high-flying Edmonton Oilers. 

It should have ended there, any bitter feelings deferred to the next time 
the twain shall meet. 

Except Kane — who doesn’t have a self-righteous leg to stand on given 
his multitude of on- and off-ice misconduct — was hankering for a 
hectoring in the dressing room afterwards with microphones in his face. 

“It’s funny. You want to get these little ticky-tacky calls. He likes to dive, 
embellish. You want to get that out of the game, but they (officials) 
prevent guys from the consequences of those actions … they get in the 
way sometimes, the ref.” 

It was a taunt, implying Bunting was averse to dropping the gloves. “I 
think fighting is a great deterrent of those kinds of plays,” Kane 
continued. “It just prevents guys from answering the bell, and he’s a 
perfect example of that.” 

There’s no doubt that Bunting is a pest. No ambiguity either that he got 
under Kane’s skin. That’s his game. As per Natural StatTrick, the Maple 
Leafs forward leads the NHL with 35 penalties drawn this season — 
goading opponents into fouls. Certainly it got up Kane’s nose. 

Bunting’s pestiferous presence — his jawing with officials, his 
rambunctiousness — has been clocked by the men in stripes who never 
give him the benefit of the doubt. Even goalie Ilya Samsonov cracked wry 
when asked about Bunting’s tendencies and reputation: “Dirty Mike, 
yes?” 

It should be noted, though, that Bunting hadn’t taken a single penalty in 
the eight games previous to Saturday, in part probably to get back into 
the good graces of his coach. And the scrappy style, the willingness to 
step in when liberties are taken with a teammate, has endeared Bunting 
to his Leafs colleagues. Auston Matthews said of him not long ago: “He’s 
the ultimate teammate, honestly. He’s a guy that’s going to stick up for 
everybody.” 

Bunting savours such commendations. “I like to have my teammates’ 
backs,” he said Sunday, following the team practice. “It’s something I 
pride myself on is, if they’re into something out there I’m going to be 
flying in there with them. That just builds character on a team, and I think 
all of us would say the same thing, that we like to back each other up out 
there. It’s a very competitive game, physical game, and that stuff comes 
with it.” 
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He was in no mood to stick it to Kane verbally, though, shrugging off the 
babbling whinge: “I don’t really care, to be honest. I’m not going to lose 
any sleep over it. Yeah, he made a few comments, but I’m not the type to 
bring it to the media, so I’m just going to leave it at that.” 

Nah, nah, inquiring minds weren’t going to back off obligingly. So Bunting 
did revisit the sequence of events that led to the brawl: “To be honest, I 
was just breaking out and he got in my way and held me all the way 
down. I just tried to get to the net because I knew we were on a power 
play, so I just wanted to get to my position, and then the rest unfolded.” 

More wince-inducing, actually, was the embellishment felony that sent 
Bunting to the box earlier in the game, on an interference penalty to Ryan 
McLeod. Bit of forelock tugging over that one. “I just went to forecheck 
and he got in my way. But you know what? It’s the ref’s call and you’ve 
just got to keep playing.” 

Kane’s allegation, that Bunting doesn’t have the guts to put his dukes 
where his gob is, was met with an eye roll: “You have to protect yourself 
out there and if it comes to fighting, it comes to fighting. I’m not against 
fighting; I still think it’s part of our game, and it’s going to be for a while. 
You just have to protect yourself and be competitive every single shift, 
and that’s what I try to do.” 

There’s been some recalibration in recent weeks, however, as Bunting 
acknowledged. Coach Sheldon Keefe hadn’t been pleased with Bunting 
and took him off the top line, although feistiness wasn’t the issue. 

“I think being on that line is really it,” Keefe said on the weekend, 
remarking not on Toronto’s No. 1 unit but the emotional edge with which 
Bunting plays and not crossing it. “But I have no issue with how he’s 
played that way. Bunts has been working hard, he’s competing. I’ve got 
no issues with him.” 

Yet Keefe, chronically restless with his forward combinations, has 
plugged Bunting onto a third-ish line with John Tavares: “I just felt that 
line needed change and Bunts, to me — his ability to make plays, 
particularly coming out of our end through the neutral zone — hasn’t 
been at the same level as it has been when he’s at his best. Things tend 
to snowball, frustration sets in, both with him and his linemates as plays 
get stalled and they can’t get going. 

So they’re on a break, that top unit, with Keefe anticipating that Bunting 
and Tavares will be the cogs who’ll get moved around a lot in 
experimentation over the final month-plus of the regular season, and a 
busy week of hockey immediately on tap, starting with Buffalo in town 
Monday night. 

With all the ill will accumulated Saturday versus Edmonton — a rollicking 
game wherein the Leafs stormed back after trailing 3-1, largely on the 
takeaway heroics of Mitch Marner — the incongruity was a two-handed 
slash delivered by Tavares on Oilers defenceman Vincent Desharnais in 
response to a crosscheck. They each received minor penalties, but by 
Sunday morning the Leafs captain had been gonged with a $5,000 (U.S.) 
fine by the NHL’s department of player safety, the maximum financial 
punishment for the crime. 

“Heat of the moment,” explained Tavares, who popped a pair of goals 
against Edmonton to hit 30 on a three-point night. “In the course of things 
throughout the game, just have to control your emotions in that situation, 
regardless of what I may feel or something going on that I don’t like. I’m 
better than that. 

“Obviously I’ve got to be better in that scenario. That’s on me.” 

 

Toronto Star LOADED: 03.13.2023 

1271323 Toronto Maple Leafs 

 

Maple Leafs forward Tavares fined by NHL for slashing incident 

 

Staff Report 

The Canadian Press 

Sun., March 12, 2023 

 

Toronto Maple Leafs forward John Tavares has been fined US$5,000, 
the NHL’s Department of Player Safety announced Sunday. 

Tavares was issued the fine for slashing Edmonton Oilers defenceman 
Vincent Desharnais in Toronto’s 7-4 win on Saturday. 

The incident occurred at 3:41 of the third period and Tavares was 
assessed a minor penalty. 

Tavares assumed position near Edmonton’s net but after multiple pushes 
from Desharnais, who was behind him, the defenceman’s stick got 
caught between Tavares’s arms as they ended up next to one another 
jockeying for position. 

After they separated, the Leafs centre hit Desharnais’s right hand with his 
stick and the defenceman shook his glove off and held his hand as he 
winced from pain. 

Tavares had two goals and an assist in the contest to help Toronto win 
its second straight. 

 

Toronto Star LOADED: 03.13.2023 

1271324 Toronto Maple Leafs 

 

LEAFS NOTES: Goalkeeper Matt Murray is on the March for more 
games 

 

Lance Hornby 

Published Mar 12, 2023 

 

When Matt Murray got a glove on Warren Foegele’s front-door tip 
Saturday night, he didn’t just save the Maple Leafs bacon, he but bought 
himself another start. 

Sheldon Keefe was undecided about putting Ilya Samsonov in goal 
Monday versus Buffalo as the over-worked Russian is “not quite 100%” 
according to the coach. But Murray’s Bay St. heist and the veteran’s work 
the rest of a 7-4 win over Edmonton made Keefe’s call easier. 

“The game was probably over if they make it 4-1,” Keefe said at 
Sunday’s practice. “To me, that gave our group a ton of confidence. For 
him to hold his ground (after three goals on nine shots) and make the 
next save … then he was solid for a good chunk of time. 

“The more he played, it looked like he found some confidence and a 
rhythm. He hasn’t played in a long time (a stint on LTIR with an ankle 
injury ended a week earlier). Matt will go Monday, there’s a lot of hockey 
this week (four games in six days) and it’s important he get some 
consistency.” 

Murray admitted his timing was off in the first period, though one of the 
goals was league-leader Connor McDavid’s 55th. Keefe scolded his team 
for allowing a couple of high-danger chances to put further stress on 
Murray. 

“We bent but didn’t break,” Murray said. “With our firepower, we know we 
can stay in games.” 

IF IT AIN’T BROKE … 
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The indication was Keefe will continue with 11 forwards, and seven 
defencemen against the Sabres. 

He was initially wary of that look, but then found himself with nine healthy 
blueliners and the loss of centre Ryan O’Reilly with a broken finger. 
Though the club called up winger Alex Steeves again for fourth-line duty 
at practice, Keefe wants to get newcomer rearguard Erik Gustafsson 
more into the mix. 

“You bring new guys in, you keep them involved,” Keefe reasoned. “We 
added the depth guys because we don’t know what’s going to happen 
with (playoff injuries).” 

During a number of switches Saturday night for Keefe and defence coach 
Dean Chynoweth, they hit on a Jake McCabe-Justin Holl duet that stayed 
through Sunday’s practice. 

“We have a good sample of McCabe and TJ Brodie now and we’ll settle 
on that again at some point I’m sure,” Keefe said. “But Dean liked the 
way those changes felt. 

“Eleven forwards allows me to try some things, too.” 

MARLIES WIN AGAIN 

Bobby McMann came back from a few games away with a lower body 
injury to bag an empty-net goal hat trick in the Marlies’ 6-3 win over 
Rochester on Sunday. Also scoring were Pontus Holmberg, with two, and 
Zach Solow with his first goal since a recall from ECHL Newfoundland. 

Erik Kallgren made 32 saves, but Joseph Woll is still the prized goalie on 
the farm with a 16-1-0 record. 

LOOSE LEAFS 

Not a shock, but Sportsnet points out Leafs have a record of 18-0-1 when 
Mitch Marner, Auston Matthews and William Nylander score in the same 
game … Luke Schenn was not at Sunday’s practice, the defenceman 
expected back for his homecoming game any day now after the birth of 
his third child in Vancouver. It likely won’t be Monday … Leafs took 
advantage of one major Edmonton vulnerability, eight losses when 
leading by multiple goals, tied for first in the league … John Tavares 
dropped the ceremonial puck Sunday night in Oshawa at the General-
Flint Firebirds OHL game in recognition of his Foundation for local youth 
and also formally honoured with a Doctor Of Laws degree from Ontario 
Tech after he could not attend the school’s convocation last year. 
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KOSHAN'S LEAFS TAKEAWAYS: Marner's steals, Matthews' work on 
McDavid keys in victory 

 

Terry Koshan 

Published Mar 12, 2023 

 

With the best hockey player in the world on the ice on Saturday night, 
Mitch Marner was the best player in the game. 

Marner accomplished as much with four points in the Leafs’ 7-4 win at 
Scotiabank Arena, sending the Leafs to their 40th victory in 65 games. 

No one overpaid for a ticket on Saturday night. There hasn’t been as 
entertaining a Leafs game in recent memory. 

Marner, who was a Leafs-best 70.4% in possession, and his magical 
ways were a significant reason. Few in the NHL can send fans’ pulses 
racing in the manner that Marner can when he has the puck. 

And as we saw on Saturday night, it can happen when he doesn’t have 
the puck. 

We apologize, but this video has failed to load. 

Some takeaways from the Leafs’ win, which went down before a crowd of 
19,549, the largest of the season at SBA: 

QUITE THE STEAL 

Chances are good that if you’re in possession and Marner is coming at 
you, or lurking somewhere behind, you’re not going to have the puck for 
long. 

The Oilers learned as much in the span of less than two minutes in the 
second period.  

Forward Ryan McLeod, for reasons only known to him, tried to make a 
pass across the defensive zone. Marner intercepted it, turned goalie 
Stuart Skinner all around, and scored. 

Then it was defenceman Vincent Desharnais who was embarrassed by 
Marner. The latter picked off Desharnais’ attempt to clear the zone, got 
control and sent in William Nylander, who went five-hole on Skinner. 

We apologize, but this video has failed to load. 

Those goals tied the game 3-3. Just over a minute after Nylander scored, 
John Tavares scored the go-ahead goal. 

Marner has 88 takeaways. No one else in the NHL had more than 73 as 
the late games on Saturday night were winding down. 

“I think I trained a lot for it when I was a kid, trying to be good with my 
stick, always having it on the ice, trying to read people, let my instincts 
kick in,” Marner said. “I try to be hard on the puck, try to make it 
uncomfortable for people when I’m coming down on them,” Marner said 
of his stealing prowess. 

“I was a little scared there to be honest (on his goal), because it went 
post-to-post and I didn’t know if it was going to trickle in the right way. It 
was just nice to see it cross the goal line.” 

Remarkably, with an assist in the third period, Marner moved into 10th in 
Leafs franchise scoring. He’s at 538 career points, one more than what 
Rick Vaive, now in 11th place, amassed. 

MATTHEWS BESTS MCDAVID 

True, McDavid finished with three points — a goal and two assists. Yet 
No. 97 didn’t dominate. With Matthews squaring off against him in nearly 
nine minutes of ice time at five-on-five, it was Matthews who made a 
bigger difference. 

The Leafs had eight shots on goal in that span, the Oilers three. 
Matthews took nine faceoffs against McDavid, winning five. 

In total, no matter who was on the ice, Matthews had eight shots on goal 
and 13 attempts. McDavid had three shots on goal and four attempts. 

Matthews scored his 30th goal, giving him at least 30 goals in all seven 
of his NHL seasons, and had an assist. 

“Head to head against (McDavid), tonight I thought the Matthews line 
spent a lot of time in the offensive zone, had the puck a lot,” Leafs coach 
Sheldon Keefe said. “That makes it a lot harder for those guys offensively 
to get going against Matty. 

“We minimized our mistakes. When we made mistakes, they’re in the net 
and that’s kind of the way it goes. But I thought our guys defended well. 
We had numbers in good spots consistently.” 

MURRAY WARMS UP 

We have to give credit where it’s due. 

The way the game started for goalie Matt Murray, it didn’t appear as 
though it was going to end well for the veteran. 
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It did, though, and consider it a solid step. 

Murray, for all his experience, still has to make his mark in the final 
weeks of the regular season and prove he’s a dependable option for 
Keefe should Ilya Samsonov falter. 

Murray has a challenge in staying healthy, and the start versus the Oilers 
marked just his fourth appearance since Jan. 11. 

There was some early ugliness for Murray. After he was beaten by 
Mattias Ekholm in the first period, Evander Kane swept past Justin Holl 
and scored on a wraparound when Murray was painfully slow to cover 
the post. 

McDavid’s goal early in the second went between Murray’s legs, even 
though the goalie had a clear view. That made it three Oilers goals on 
nine shots. A long night for the Leafs apparently was in store. 

But Murray’s savvy then kicked in. Pivotal was a point-blank save on 
Warren Foegele, a stop that came just after McDavid’s goal. 

With the Leafs up 5-3 early in the third, and still with plenty of time for the 
Oilers to come back, Murray came across his crease to deny Leon 
Draisaitl. A goal there and the Oilers might have been on their way. 
Instead, Matthews scored next on a power play, and by the time Draisaitl 
did score on a power play, it did not impact the outcome. 

Murray wasn’t overly busy, needing to make just 22 saves. Yet he made 
key saves when they were called for. 

Now, to replicate that in his next start. 

THE LAST WORDS 

“It’s stealing it and anticipating it and the all-in-one motion, the fake, 
getting the goalie to bite to his forehand. It’s extremely impressive. When 
you have one of your leaders and his ability to do something special like 
that, it gets everyone going and pretty fired up.” 

— Tavares on Marner’s goal 

“Just a beast. I knew it playing against him for a while. He’s a hard guy to 
play against. He’s not afraid to finish any check. He’s hungry on pucks. 
What he’s been doing on the forecheck, getting pucks back and then 
planting himself at the net. It has been great to see him get results for it. 
He’s a guy that has really meshed in quickly with this group. Been a great 
acquisition.” 

— Marner on Noel Acciari, who scored the Leafs’ first and last goals and 
was awarded the post-win belt  

“It’s a nice flavour.” 

— Matthews on the physical element of defenceman Jake McCabe, who 
threw a couple of big hits against the Oilers in his home debut 
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Monday Morning Leafs Report: Mitch Marner has become the NHL’s 
takeaway king 

 

Jonas Siegel 

13-16 minutes 3/13/2023 

 

It’s always (or mostly) been about the passing with Mitch Marner. But 
man, is it time to add puck thief to the top of his resume. 

There’s no one better these days than Marner. He is the NHL’s takeaway 
king. Nobody’s even close this season. 

It’s a skill he’s been practising since he was a kid working with Coach 
Rob growing up in the GTA. “Just trying to be good with my stick, always 
having it on the ice, trying to read people and (then) some instincts kick 
in,” Marner said. 

“Just trying to be hard on the puck.” 

This particular skill of his shined brightest over the weekend when, not 
once but twice, he anticipated where the puck was going, stole it, and 
then created a goal for the Leafs, driving them back from a 3-1 deficit. 

Marner has always been good at this, thieving pucks. But never this 
good. He’s already set a career high with 88 takeaways 65 games into 
the season, credited with four against the Oilers on Saturday but 
probably deserving of a few more. 

“I think it’s a combination of different things,” T.J. Brodie, another master 
of stickwork, said of Marner’s mastery. “He’s relentless out there. You 
see him 10 steps behind the guy and he finds a way to catch up to him. 
And then I think just his timing is the key thing. He knows when to get a 
stick in there and he’s so quick at it that it catches guys by surprise.” 

His stick never sleeps. It’s as active as they come. And as Brodie noted, 
Marner has a way of timing things just right to grab the wallet and go, 
often baiting his opponents into giving it right to him. 

“It’s a little mind game that he plays,” Brodie said. “You see it on the 
forecheck. He’ll bait the guy in and make him pass to where he wants it 
and then he’s right there.” 

Marner knew exactly where the puck was going in the final moments of 
regulation against the Oilers before Connor McDavid was even looking 
there: 

“He sort of gives it to you and then he takes it away,” Brodie said. “I think 
he does that with the stick lifts, too. He doesn’t fully extend until he’s 
ready to go for it, so guys think they have an extra foot.” 

It’s the skill which has helped lift Marner into special territory in the 
league. 

He’s not just an offensive superpower who is quietly on pace for a 
career-high 74 assists and 105 points. He’s a sneaky defensive 
superpower, too, fueled by that ability to take the puck whenever he 
wants it both at even strength and on the penalty kill. (It’s a skill shared 
by Auston Matthews and, to a lesser extent, William Nylander.) 

Wingers basically never win the Selke Trophy, but Marner deserves real 
consideration. His highest finish to this point: 10th in the 2020-21 season. 
Last season, he finished 16th. Were there really 15 better defensive 
forwards? (Mark Stone, a defensive monster on the wing, was a three-
time runner-up. The last winger to win the award was Jere Lehtinen in 
2003.) 

Marner is on pace for 111 takeaways this season, which would be tied for 
the third-highest mark in the last decade. Only Stone, long the league’s 
takeaway leader (by a lot), has done it better. 

Five Points 

1. The Acciari experience: The numbers for Noel Acciari through 10 
games with the Leafs: 

Three goals 

19 shots 

35 hits (four less than Pierre Engvall delivered in 58 games) 

Nine blocked shots 

55.6 faceoff winning percentage 

63.7 percent expected goals mark 
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ALSO: Acciari is averaging 1:32 per game on the penalty kill, trailing only 
David Kämpf among Leaf forwards. He’s vaulted past Alex Kerfoot and 
Calle Järnkrok there for the most part. 

“I thought Noel Acciari was unbelievable in all regards of the game,” 
Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe raved after Acciari’s two-goal, seven-shot, 
five-hit performance on Saturday. “Scored. Defended. Physical. 
Generated scoring chances. He was excellent.” 

Keefe said that while he was aware of Acciari’s scoring history in the 
league — notably, a 20-goal season with Florida a few years back — 
Acciari’s offensive repertoire was maybe more expansive than he 
thought. “He’s made plays, he’s generated shots, he’s getting in behind 
defenders, he’s taking the puck to the net,” Keefe said. 

There’s a relentlessness to Acciari’s game the Leafs had been lacking 
(for years) at the bottom of their lineup and which seems to be 
contagious (particularly on Zach Aston-Reese). Acciari doesn’t give up 
on plays. He’s also very willing to shoot the puck, pushing the pace that 
way for the fourth line. (The only Leafs with more shots than Acciari since 
he joined the team are the big four star forwards.) 

“He’s doing little things there that show some great capacity for us lower 
in our lineup, to be able to play against anybody, be a guy that’s no fun to 
compete against and chip in for us offensively. (He’s) obviously a very 
important player.” 

2. Prospective combo No. 1: The early returns on what the Leafs hope is 
their go-to matchup pairing in the playoffs have been … interesting. 

Expected goals for Jake McCabe and Brodie in about 65 minutes (a 
small sample size admittedly): 41 percent. 

Peel back the layers and you’ve got a pairing that’s not giving up much of 
anything — just 2.04 expected goals against per 60 minutes, a top-three 
mark among Leaf pairings which have logged at least 60 minutes. The 
problem: The Leafs aren’t generating anything either. 

The McCabe-Brodie pairing ranks last with a bullet offensively in shot 
rate, shot attempt rate and expected goal rate. 

Dean Chynoweth, the assistant coach who runs the defence, pulled the 
plug in the second period on Saturday. When the Leafs host the Sabres 
on Monday, McCabe will play alongside Justin Holl. Brodie will rejoin 
Morgan Rielly, which obviously optimizes things for Rielly. 

Would the Leafs want to use those two against top lines in the playoffs 
though? Would they be comfortable with McCabe and Holl handling 
those duties instead? ALSO: Holl doesn’t fit with everyone; will he work 
well with McCabe? 

Another alternative the Leafs might well explore: McCabe playing the 
right side with Rielly. 

The coaching staff viewed McCabe as a left-side option after the trade, 
but aren’t opposed to moving him over to the right, where he’s played in 
the past. It would be helpful if he were at least an option for Rielly duty. 
Moving McCabe over to the right would mean sliding Brodie over to the 
left, likely alongside Holl. That partnership was excellent in limited 
minutes this season. 

It’s still TBD on whether McCabe can handle the kind of challenges he’ll 
be asked to contend with in the postseason — a healthy dose of Nikita 
Kucherov and Steven Stamkos in Round 1. That’s tough stuff in the 
regular season. It’s as tough as it gets in the high-stakes world of the 
postseason. 

3. Minutes: The Leafs have been dressing seven defencemen a lot of 
late, so the minutes all look a little screwy. However, it’s at least worth 
noting that Rielly’s minutes have come down a bit: He’s averaged 19:46 
in the five games since McCabe joined the Leafs. 

Rielly logged just under 18 minutes against the Oilers, his lowest total in 
a game that didn’t include injury this season. 

He trails Brodie (89:10) and McCabe (81:18) in five-on-five minutes 
during that span (73:40). 

4. Role player: It’s been a weird season for Alex Kerfoot. He’s struggling 
to convert his scoring opportunities — he’s shooting a career-low 6.6 
percent and has now gone 20 straight games without a goal — while still 
playing an important shape-shifting rover role for a coaching staff that 
trusts him greatly. 

Alex Kerfoot lineup bingo card 

Keefe knows he can rely on Kerfoot to do the right things, often subtle 
and unflashy, that help the Leafs win games. 

Take the Leafs’ victory in Buffalo last month, which looked initially like a 
runaway win. Then, the Sabres scored three straight. For the shift after 
the 5-3 goal, Keefe turned to Kerfoot, Kämpf and Acciari, three 
dependable dudes. The next shift, it was Tavares, Ryan O’Reilly and 
Marner. The shift after that, it was Kerfoot again, standing in as a 
defensive replacement for Michael Bunting, alongside Nylander and 
Matthews. 

And what does Kerfoot do? He puts himself in the right spot, wins a loose 
puck and makes the kind of defensive play that helps salt away a game: 

Did that stuff provide something in the way of fulfillment for Kerfoot given 
the lack of production? Sort of. 

Said Kerfoot: “There’s so much that goes into playing hockey that’s not 
just producing. And I think that sometimes as an athlete, as with 
everyone, you can get caught up in production. And if you’re not 
producing it feels like everything’s going horribly. And then if you are 
producing and you’re not playing well, it seems like, OK, it’s not the end 
of the world. Obviously, you want to be playing to the best of your 
abilities and producing at all times. But at least, for me, the staple and the 
foundation of my game has to be everything else and then production 
comes towards that. Obviously, I haven’t been producing at the rate that I 
would want to. (But) I just can’t stray away from the other things in the 
hopes that the production is going to come.” 

Kerfoot is shooting the puck more than ever: 6.6 shots and 11.3 attempts 
per 60 minutes, both career highs. 

His expected goal total: 13. 

Actual goal total: Six. 

There’s definitely been an element of unluckiness, though for Kerfoot, 
there’s a danger to buying into that misfortune. 

“You feel it’s unlucky for a little bit and then you start overthinking it and 
then you’re like, ‘OK, I’m never gonna score,’” Kerfoot explained. “And 
then that’s when you’ve got to get out of that mindset (because) you’re 
never gonna end up scoring. Obviously, there’s been an element of 
unluckiness, but I’ve also contributed to it probably as well where I’ve 
thought to myself, ‘OK, I’m not gonna score.’” 

In other words, it’s become a self-fulfilling kind of prophecy. Believe 
you’re unlucky, believe you’re never going to score, and you won’t score. 
And at times, Kerfoot has been indecisive with his opportunities, a half-
second too slow to rip it. 

“I think it’s just about when you get those chances, just not thinking about 
it,” Kerfoot said. “Just being able to have a free and clear head and 
(knowing) you’ve been there a million times before, and just trying to be 
instinctual as opposed to thinking about it so much.” 

5. Prospective combo No. 2: Another new combination Keefe is now 
intent on exploring: Bunting with Tavares. 

Because Bunting has played so much (and fit so well for the most part) 
with Matthews, he’s rarely hung out with Tavares since he joined the 
Leafs. 

Developing or discovering if there’s any chemistry there would open up 
more options for the Leafs coach in the top nine. 
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It makes for the possibility, say, of playing O’Reilly at left wing on the top 
line, on what would be a ferocious two-way trio. 

It’s still likelier than not, of course, that Bunting ends up back alongside 
Matthews in the end. 

Quick 

• Marner is tied for fourth in league scoring since Nov. 1 (entering play on 
Sunday). 

• Tavares hit the 30-goal mark for the sixth time in his career over the 
weekend. Matthews got there for the seventh time in seven seasons the 
same night. 

• Matt Murray has an .883 save percentage in eight games at home this 
season, and a .916 clip in 13 games on the road. 

• Acciari has won 81 percent of his 16 offensive-zone faceoffs with the 
Leafs (but only 33 percent at the other end). 

• McCabe was on the ice for his first goal against as a Leaf on Saturday. 
Connor. McDavid. 

Things I Think I Think 

Though I’m still not a fan of 11/7, one thing I do like about it: the ability — 
with only 11 forwards around — it gives Keefe to build star lines for 
opportune moments in the game — almost always offensive zone draws, 

often off an icing. Marner, Matthews and Nylander logged 2.5 minutes 
together against the Oilers (which led to Marner drawing a penalty). 
Tavares, Matthews and Marner logged almost two minutes together in 
the same game and nearly scored. The more opportunities the Leafs can 
get to hook three of their best players up at five-on-five, the better for 
them. 

Point of Curiosity 

Can Matt Murray get on track? 

Sustained health obviously remains the biggest question for Murray down 
the stretch. Then there’s performance. Murray had one of his shakiest 
games of the season on Saturday, yielding four goals on just 26 shots, 
including a stoppable shot from Mattias Ekholm that somehow found its 
way through early on. Murray got stronger as the game wore along and 
will draw his second straight start against the Sabres on Monday. 

The Leafs are (almost definitely) hoping he’s their guy in the postseason. 
He’ll have to play a lot better to steal that right away from current 
favourite Ilya Samsonov. Will he do it? 
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Danny Brière hopes to lead Flyers through ‘rebuild’ 

 

Giana Han 

 

Danny Brière is not afraid of the word “rebuild.” 

Now that he’s in a position, as interim general manager, to speak publicly 
about the state of the Flyers, Brière made it clear in his introductory press 
conference that all the words ownership and his predecessor Chuck 
Fletcher used — “process,” “retool,” “getting younger” — equate to a 
rebuild. 

Brière is more concerned about the varying expectations of what a 
“rebuild” is. Like Fletcher, Brière cautioned fans not to expect a “fire 
sale.” 

“We have to be careful, and I want to make sure that rebuild doesn’t 
mean fire sale,” Brière said. “There’s a big difference between the two. I 
want to make that clear. We’re not going to get rid of everybody. We 
have some good players here.” 

Brière has some strong beliefs about what needs to be done, coach John 
Tortorella said, and apparently a lot of those beliefs concern personnel. 
When asked about what he strongly feels needs to be done moving 
forward, Brière replied: “I’m not going to get into player’s names and stuff 
like that at this point.” 

He said he can’t deny he has his “own way of seeing things” and his own 
opinions, but he wants to continue to gather more information from the 
coaches and staff. He emphasized the importance of the organization’s 
youth and said they won’t be who the Flyers are “shopping,” but he also 
said no one is “untouchable.” Brière’s immediate focus will be to continue 
his evaluation of what the team has in its players and prospects as well 
as preparing for the draft. 

“The reality is, unfortunately, we’re not going to make the playoffs most 
likely this season,” Brière said. “We’re going to be positioned pretty well 
to add a key quality player for the future of this franchise. That’s going to 
be important the next couple months to send the proper people in the 

right place to see who’s out there. Make sure we make the right pick. 
That’s also going to be a key responsibility of my job.” 

Brière is well aware of the “interim” at the front of his title. There are two 
positions the Flyers are looking to fill following Fletcher’s firing. They’ve 
broken his role into general manager and president. Brière said he’d be 
happy to be under consideration for either, but his goal would be to 
continue as general manager. 

Despite his inexperience — Brière has only worked in an official capacity 
for an NHL front office for a year — he has no doubt in his ability to 
succeed. Brière has been in hockey for many years, and even as a 
player, he was paying attention to more than just the Xs and Os. He 
observed general managers as much as his opponents. His career took 
him to successful organizations and rebuilding teams, giving him a lot to 
learn from. Since he aspired to the role early, he was able to prepare in 
an unofficial capacity. 

Following his retirement, Brière racked up experience by shadowing Paul 
Holmgren, leading the Maine Mariners, and helping out the Flyers in any 
way he could. De facto captain Scott Laughton mentioned how Brière 
helps out in a lot of little ways that go a long way. Once Fletcher hired 
him as “special assistant to the general manager,” he got an inside look 
at the responsibilities of the role. He thanked Fletcher for giving him that 
opportunity. 

Whether Brière wins the job or goes down in Flyers history as an interim 
general manager, he’s grateful for the position he’s currently in. As a 
longtime Flyer who’s come to call Philadelphia home, he said it’s a great 
honor. 

“I love the Flyers,” Brière said. “I love the logo. I spent a lot of days, a lot 
of sweat, a lot of sacrifice here for this organization. ... To be honest with 
you, it’s something that will stay with me for a long, long time. This 
emotion of having that title is pretty special, to be honest.” 

Brière doesn’t know the timeframe Comcast Spectacor is working on for 
filling the positions. He also hasn’t found out yet how many changes he’s 
allowed to make to the staff. However, he does foresee assistant general 
manager Brent Flahr staying on and helping him as the draft approaches. 
Brière also does not know what role senior advisors like Bobby Clarke, 
Bill Barber, and Holmgren will play moving forward. He said he has a lot 
of respect for them but has only had a quick chat with them so far. 
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Brière is headed to a meeting of the NHL general managers in Florida. 
From there, he will continue to observe and learn and try to prove the 
team owners should take “interim” out of his title. 
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Briere sees Flyers as needing a cultural revolution 

 

Staff Report 

Associated Press 

4-5 minutes 3/12/2023 

 

PHILADELPHIA — Danny Briere is not reluctant to say the word his 
predecessor willfully avoided when plotting the best course for the forlorn 
Flyers: rebuilding. 

Briere knows the Flyers are a mess — the depressed state of the team a 
topic former general manager Chuck Fletcher rarely addressed head-on 
— and is using what time he has as the interim GM to show he’s the right 
person to fix them. 

That starts with the hard truth. 

“I don’t think this is a quick fix,” Briere said Sunday. “That’s my belief and 
that’s why I’m not afraid to use the word rebuild.” 

Briere was promoted to interim general manager on Friday and replaced 
Fletcher after he was fired following 4½ seasons and only one playoff 
appearance. The Flyers have just 24 wins, their 59 points are third-
fewest in the Eastern Conference and they will miss the playoffs for a 
third straight season. 

Yes, the record was abysmal, but what ultimately doomed Fletcher was 
his inability to settle on a true plan to turn the Flyers into a perennial 
playoff team. 

He touted the Flyers this season as a playoff team, even with a 
mismatched roster of aging, overpriced veterans, too few prospects and 
so many injured players — such as Sean Couturier, Cam Atkinson and 
Ryan Ellis — and it was easy to see it was going to be a long season in 
Philadelphia. 

Well, easy for everyone except Fletcher. 

Coach John Tortorella has been blunt about the hard days ahead from 
his first day on the job and never backed down from saying the Flyers 
need a multiyear process to become a playoff team. The low point came 
in December when on the same day at different news conferences, 
Tortorella said the team was “not even in the foundation, we’re at the 
footer,” while Fletcher said the Flyers were still in play for a wild-card spot 
and he expected them to remain competitive the rest of the season. 

The Flyers, who open a seven-game homestand this week, have won 
two games since Feb. 9 and are on a three-game losing streak. 

Briere championed Tortorella’s hiring and the pair are on the same page 
when it comes to the hard work needed to at least make the Flyers 
competitive, much less in the hunt for Philadelphia’s first Stanley Cup 
since 1975. 

“What was really striking for me was how he was going to rebuild the 
culture over here,” Briere said. “Looking at the last couple of years, it was 
tough to watch, at times. I felt we were an easy team to play against. You 
don’t realize how important culture is until you lose it.” 

The 45-year-old Briere, a beloved former Flyer who led the team to its 
last Stanley Cup Final appearance in 2010, has one caveat when it 
comes to rebuilding. 

“I want to make sure rebuild doesn’t mean fire sale,” he said. “We’re not 
going to get rid of everybody.” 

Briere seemingly will have a major say in the direction of the franchise. 
The interim tag isn’t expected to stick and his fast rise through the 
organization likely means he gets the job full time. Briere said the interim 
tag for now “was the right thing to do,” and team chairman Dave Scott 
said a “restructuring” of the front office was in the works. Fletcher also 
served as team president. The Flyers will now use two people in those 
roles. 

Briere also was quick to say he respected the Flyers’ veteran 
consiglieres of Bobby Clarke, Bill Barber, Paul Holmgren and Dean 
Lombardi but didn’t know how the foursome would factor into any future 
decision-making. 

The Flyers have only three free agents, and Fletcher’s failure to deal 
James van Riemsdyk at the trade deadline was an organizational black 
eye. Loads of veterans such as Atkinson, Kevin Hayes, Travis Konecny 
and Ivan Provorov are all on the hook for hefty salaries for multiple 
seasons. Moving them could be a challenge. Briere said while some 
younger players such as Noah Cates, Owen Tippett and Cam York could 
be foundational pieces, no Flyer is untouchable in trade talks this 
summer. 

It’s now up to Briere to think ahead, not just this offseason, but to map 
out a future for many seasons beyond this one. 

Draft the right prospects. Sign and trade for healthy, productive players. 
Keep their own talent from regression. Don’t take shortcuts. It’s a 
rewarding cocktail that has eluded the Flyers for a decade. 

Briere is up for the challenge. 

“Oh, there’s no doubt in my mind that I can do the job,” he said. 
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Briere says his journey is right for Flyers GM, feels 'rebuild doesn't mean 
fire sale' 

 

by Jordan Hall 

 

Wearing a white Flyers polo shirt, Danny Briere sat down in front of a 
black Flyers backdrop. 

The logo he said he loves was featured prominently. 

This was not an easy spot. 

It was a little after 8:30 a.m. ET on a Sunday. With daylight saving time, it 
was essentially 7:30 a.m. ET. His boss had just been fired two days ago 
and his team had just played in Pittsburgh the day prior. He's hoping to 
earn the Flyers' general manager job, but has it only in the interim for 
now. And questions were coming his way about the scrutinized and 
precarious state of the Flyers. 

But Briere couldn't refrain from smiling. 

"My phone hasn't stopped buzzing for more than about three seconds," 
Briere said in a Zoom press conference. "It was a little bit of survival 
mode the last couple of days." 

He has wanted an opportunity to be a GM. He's getting his shot. 
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"I'm not going to lie, it's something that I saw myself do from early on 
when I was playing," Briere said. "I always believed that I could be in this 
position one day. It's why it's so special and so exciting for me." 

The 45-year-old Briere, a beloved former Flyer and clutch playoff 
performer, was named the club's interim GM Friday. With a little over a 
month left in the 2022-23 season, he's taking over for Chuck Fletcher, 
who was fired as president of hockey operations and GM. 

Briere had been highly involved with the Flyers in various ways for a few 
years before officially coming on board over a year ago as a special 
assistant to the GM. He thanked Fletcher on Sunday, calling the former 
GM a "true gentleman" and "one of the nicest people in the hockey 
world." 

The Flyers are in the process of searching for people to fill two separate 
positions: president of hockey ops and GM. It would be surprising if 
Briere isn't the clear-cut front-runner for the GM role while the Flyers look 
to find a president to oversee him. 

"I see myself staying here and being part of the future," Briere said. "I 
hope they believe in me, as well. It feels that way. I honestly don't have a 
problem with the [interim] tag. We'll see what happens next. I'm honored 
to be here and to be in this position. I want to do everything possible to 
help put this franchise on the right track at this point." 

Briere's name has been rising in hockey circles. He already knows the 
organization, knows what's lacking, knows what to look for in players and 
has a good rapport with the head coach. In late November, John 
Tortorella praised Briere for his "brilliant mind." 

The Flyers are going to miss the playoffs in three consecutive years for 
the first time since 1989-90 to 1993-94, when they went five straight 
seasons without a postseason berth. 

Tortorella hasn't shied away from being fully forthright about the team's 
timeline toward contending. Despite it not really meaning much, Fletcher 
never quite used the word rebuild when discussing the Flyers' outlook. 
Tortorella doesn't really care for it, either. 

Briere agreed with Fletcher, that the Flyers don't need to be completely 
gutted. But he's well aware the process will take time. 

"I want to make sure that rebuild doesn't mean fire sale," Briere said. 
"There's a big difference between the two. I want to make that clear — 
we're not going to get rid of everybody. We have some good players 
here, some players that are in certain roles that we're going to keep, as 
well. 

"We're going to look at every possible option out there to improve the 
team. I don't think this is a quick fix. That's my belief and that's why I'm 
not afraid to use the word rebuild, as long as you all understand those 
little asterisks — that it's not a fire sale. It doesn't mean fire sale for me." 

Briere has never been a GM or assistant GM, but he has experience with 
the Flyers on both the business and hockey ops sides. He was also 
president and governor of the ECHL's Maine Mariners. And his long 
playing career won't hurt. 

He doesn't question his credentials. 

"There's no doubt in my mind that I can do the job," Briere said. "I'm 
going to have some great people around me, as well. It's not something 
that I'm going to do alone. I was never a player that worked alone. I 
always believed in team first, team mentality first, and it's going to be the 
same approach on this side. I love working with people and it's going to 
be the same way moving forward now. 

"Even when I played as a player, I was always someone that studied my 
opponents, also studied my GMs and what they were doing, what other 
GMs were doing. 

"Maybe I was hired officially under Chuck in the past year, but my journey 
has started a long, long time ago." 
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Weekend NHL rankings: Changes for Flyers, Kings keep rolling and April 
highlights 

 

Sean McIndoe 

12-15 minutes 3/13/2023 

 

It’s mid-March, the trade deadline is over, and I just want you to know 
that it’s perfectly OK to admit that you’re already looking forward to April. 

April rules. It’s when we get the last few weeks of the season, leading 
into the first round of the playoffs, which is the absolute best time of the 
year to be a hockey fan. It’s the time when we find out what the 
matchups will be, and whether all the (non-McDavid) stars can get to 50 
goals or 100 points. And if your team stinks, April is also the draft lottery. 
Either way, it’s what everything is building towards, and it’s pretty great. 

March? Or to be more specific, post-deadline March? Eh. It’s good too, 
some of the time. It’s fine. The playoff race starts to form, and we get lots 
of low-scoring three-point games between division rivals. March is a 
perfectly acceptable month on the hockey calendar. It’s just not April. 

And it’s OK to want to look ahead to the really good stuff. That’s what I 
did, and I found five gifts that the schedule-maker has left under the April 
tree. We can’t open them yet, but let’s pick them up and shake them. I 
feel like I’ve strangled this metaphor sufficiently, let’s get to the list. 

Top five highlights from the April schedule 

5. Senators at Sabres, April 13 — Right off the top, I’ll acknowledge that 
this is almost certainly wishful thinking. At the rate they’ve been going, 
the Sabres will be miles out of the playoff race by the end of the season. 
The Senators could be too. But just for fun, let’s imagine they rebound 
and get back in the race. And let’s also imagine that on the penultimate 
night of the season, the Sabres and Senators meet with a wild-card spot 
still in play. How amazing would that be? Two teams that have been 
terrible for years, making unexpected runs with fun teams, facing off in 
Buffalo in the equivalent of a winner-take-all Game 7? Yes, please. 
There’s no way the hockey gods will serve this one up, and we shouldn’t 
even talk about it, he said, reverse-jinxing madly. 

4. Maple Leafs at Lightning, April 11 — We’ve known for months that 
these two teams would have a playoff rematch in the first round. There’s 
a decent chance this game could determine home ice. Even if it doesn’t, 
it would be a classic tone-setting game between two teams that are 
about to do it for real. 

3. Stars at Avalanche, April 1 — I’d rank this higher if it was a bit later in 
the month, but it’s still a very good matchup that could end up deciding 
the Central, and maybe even home ice in the West. It’s also the last 
game of the year between the two teams, with the Avs having won two of 
three so far. 

2. Predators at Jets, April 8/Predators at Flames April 10 — The 
Predators gave up on the season at the deadline, when they traded away 
several key pieces for draft picks. But apparently, nobody told the 
players, who are still hanging around the fringe of the Western race. If 
they’re still there in April, they’d set up a dramatic road back-to-back 
against the two teams they’re chasing. 

1. Bruins at Canadiens, April 13 — We know the Bruins say they don’t 
care about history when it comes to their regular season record. They’re 
lying. You can’t tell me that they wouldn’t be hyped if they were one win 
away from breaking the all-time single-season points record heading into 
their final game. And where is that game? In Montreal, where the Habs 
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would have a chance to defend their 1976-77 team’s record and spoil 
their rival’s bid to make history. 

Honorable mentions: The Kraken/Golden Knights home-and-home on 
April 11 and 13 that could decide the Central, Devils and Bruins on April 
8 in what could be a conference final preview, and the Blue Jackets 
facing the Penguins on April 13 in a game that could decide either the 
East wildcard or the top lottery odds, or both. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley Cup. 

If you missed it, check out Dom’s post-deadline tiers. You’ll like it more 
than my rankings if you’re an Oilers fan, but slightly less if you’re a Stars 
or Lightning fan. 

Also, this ruled: 

5. Colorado Avalanche (36-22-6, +12 true goals differential*) — The good 
news is that they stopped giving up seven goals a game this week. And 
with Kirill Kaprizov out for a month (but not dying), the red-hot Wild don’t 
seem quite as scary. The path to home ice in the Central seems pretty 
clear, especially with more than a few softies coming up on the schedule. 
Then again, the Coyotes are supposed to be softies, and the Avs needed 
overtime to beat them on Saturday. 

4. Dallas Stars (36-17-13, +51) — Scoring 10 goals in Buffalo on 
Thursday was the meanest thing the Stars have ever done to the Sabres. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (43-17-6, +50) — Did I overreact to a quiet 
deadline when I dropped them down to the five-spot last week? Probably, 
sure. They’re better than that, even without a flashy addition. How much 
better? That depends on who you ask, although some smart people think 
they could be as high as number one. 

Our prediction roundtable mostly agrees, ranking Carolina second behind 
the Bruins, although they did lose some ground from last time. The 
Hurricanes might be unbeatable. 

2. New Jersey Devils (44-16-6, +59) — Oh, look who shut out the 
Hurricanes last night. Maybe I wasn’t all that wrong after all. (I probably 
was.) 

1. Boston Bruins (50-10-5, +104) — Sure, they set a record as the fastest 
team to ever get to 50 wins, clinching a playoff spot in the process. But 
they also blew a third-period lead to Edmonton, and then could only split 
a home-and-home with the lowly Red Wings. Are cracks starting to form? 
Has the unbeatable juggernaut sprung a leak? No. But we need some 
drama for this team as they coast down the stretch, so … yes. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: Los Angeles Kings — The Knights are the star-studded 
favorites, the Oilers are the surging powerhouse, and the Kraken are the 
season’s feel-good story. Meanwhile, the Kings are just kind of there. 
And by “there”, I mean within striking distance of the top spot in the West. 

That’s a great story too, and it doesn’t seem to get enough attention. You 
can blame the evil Eastern-based media, who have never seen a Kings 
game because we all go to sleep as soon as the Leafs are done playing. 
But I do think there’s something else going on here — for years, the 
Kings have been the NHL’s best example of a successful slow-and-
steady rebuild, so much so that it’s become their identity for a lot of fans 
who don’t focus on them day-to-day. And based on that script, the Kings 
aren’t supposed to be contenders quite yet. 

But here we are, and the Kings are … maybe contenders? It still feels a 
little dicey, if we’re being honest. This is a team without anyone in the 
league’s top 20 scorers, with a blue line that was considered a weakness 
until Vladislav Gavrikov arrived and maybe still is, and goaltending that 
doesn’t really scare you. That said, the Pacific is wide open, their scoring 
is balanced, they haven’t lost in regulation since February, and you could 
absolutely make the case that the duo of Pheonix Copley and Joonas 

Korpisalo, while not exactly Vezina-worthy, is still the division’s best. And 
of course, what’s left of the veteran core has been on a few long playoff 
runs in their day. At the very least, you’d think the Kings are the favorites 
if they draw the Kraken in round one, wouldn’t you? 

Of course, that’s not the matchup any of us want. After the Jonathan 
Quick trade drama, we want the Kings and Knights in round one, with 
Quick starting against his former team. That’s unlikely — not only would 
the standings have to bounce right for the matchup, but Quick would 
need to be the Vegas starter, and that may not be the playoff plan. But 
the hockey gods owe us a few favors, so we can at least ask. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards dead last, and the best lottery 
odds for Connor Bedard. 

I’ve got to be honest with you, now that the deadline has come and gone, 
this section will get kind of boring. Just a bunch of bad teams trying to 
lose, without much to keep track of other than which of their half-decent 
players are being mysteriously shut down for the season. Apologies in 
advance. 

5. Arizona Coyotes (24-32-11, -49) — They’re getting dangerously close 
to the Habs and Flyers, which is impressive for a young team of scrappy 
underdogs but potentially disastrous for their lottery odds. 

4. Anaheim Ducks (22-35-10, -99) — They’ve been heating up, such as it 
is, playing at a fake .500 pace over the last few weeks. More astonishing, 
they’ve mostly been keeping the puck out of the net. Is it enough to save 
Dallas Eakins’ job? No, but torpedoing their Bedard odds would be a 
pretty funny going-away present. 

3. San Jose Sharks (19-36-12, -59) — They’re climbing our rankings 
because you should never underestimate the power of a team full of 
veterans that collectively realize the season is over and they still have to 
go through the motions for another month. Tomorrow night brings a big 
showdown with the Blue Jackets with serious lottery implications. 

2. Columbus Blue Jackets (20-38-7, -75) — Tomorrow night brings a big 
showdown with the Sharks with serious lottery implications. I know I just 
said that but look, if you’re reading each and every entry in the bottom 
five then that sounds like a you problem. 

1. Chicago Blackhawks (22-38-6, -71) — Here’s something I only 
realized yesterday: When he went to the Rangers, Patrick Kane became 
just the second former MVP to be traded in the cap era. The first: Taylor 
Hall, who was dealt twice. Two other past MVPs have switched teams, 
with Joe Thornton and Corey Perry both bouncing around, but that was 
all via free agency. 

They play the Bruins tomorrow, and I wonder if this one has a chance to 
set some sort of record for the biggest underdog of hockey’s gambling 
era. I’m assuming we get Jeremy Swayman instead of Linus Ullmark so 
that probably narrows the spread down to what, Bruins by 7.5? 

Not ranked: Philadelphia Flyers — Last week I made a joke about this 
being deadline week for Chuck Fletcher. Turns out it was. We have our 
first GM firing of the season. 

If there’s a surprise here, it’s the timing — midseason changes are 
relatively rare when it comes to the front office. (Nashville recently 
announced a switch, but held off on the actual change until the summer.) 
There’s a “why now?” question, one that Eric digs into here. Then again, 
the ship had clearly sailed on Fletcher after an underwhelming deadline, 
so you might as well give Danny Briere a chance to settle into a job he’s 
apparently the favorite for. 

And yes, that would be the same Briere who starred for the Flyers for six 
seasons, and who remains a popular player with the fan base. It’s funny 
how those stars of the past often end up being the guy a team turns to 
when the fans are furious. Briere isn’t being pulled in off the golf course, 
having been building his front office resume for years now. And it’s not 
like the former star gambit hasn’t worked for at least a few teams; 
Colorado did OK with that Joe Sakic guy. Briere could follow that path, 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 13, 2023 

 

although it remains to be seen whether the Flyers do a thorough search 
for the best candidate, or just hand the job directly to the popular former 
player. 

“It is a true honor to be in this role. I love the Flyers. I love the logo. I’ve 
spent a lot of days, a lot of sweat, a lot of sacrifice for this organization. 
It’s also the city I call home” 

It may not matter. While Fletcher made plenty of mistakes in 
Philadelphia, it always felt like he was doing the job with one hand tied 
behind his back by his bosses. At least occasionally, Fletcher would 
tiptoe up to the rebuild the Flyers so obviously need, only to have a 
Comcast suit nudge him in a different direction — sometimes publicly. 
Managing up is a big part of a GM’s job these days, but if the bosses 
have decided that their bad team should have a playoff spot, the job gets 
tougher. Maybe impossible. 

Now Briere gets to give it a try, at least for a few months. Presumably, 
the actual rebuild gets to happen now. In Philadelphia, that could mean 
more than just trading veterans for picks; Charlie makes a strong case for 
a total culture reset. For now, Flyer fans will have to be satisfied with 
having not-Fletcher running the show. It’s progress, at least, for a team 
that hasn’t seen much of it in years. 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 03.13.2023 

1271297 Philadelphia Flyers 

 

Flyers interim GM Daniel Brière delivers his long-term vision: ‘I’m not 
afraid to use the word rebuild’ 

 

Charlie O'Connor 

9-11 minutes 3/12/2023 

 

In his first news conference as interim general manager of the 
Philadelphia Flyers, Daniel Brière already proved willing to utter the one 
simple word that was anathema to his predecessor, Chuck Fletcher. 

Rebuild. 

“I don’t think this is a quick fix. That’s my belief and that’s why I’m not 
afraid to use the word rebuild,” he said on Sunday morning. 

Fletcher, of course, long seemed terrified of it, instead substituting other, 
more nebulous words. He vowed in January 2022 that the team was not 
rebuilding, but “aggressively retooling,” a description that dogged him for 
the remainder of his tenure. “Well, we’re retooling, Charlie,” he 
responded after an underwhelming first day of free agency six months 
later, highlighted by the decision to pass on actively pursuing Johnny 
Gaudreau. And even in late February, just days before his tenure would 
come to an end, he blanched at the specific word. 

“I just … it’s terminology,” Fletcher said, before launching into a 
description that sure sounded like a classic rebuild. 

Some have argued, as Fletcher did, that the specific terminology didn’t 
really matter. But words do matter — particularly for a fan base that had 
been sold overly optimistic portrayals of their team’s situation for years. It 
was the pandemic that ruined 2020-21, they were told. A quick fix was on 
the horizon, they were twice peddled. “We’re still just five points out of a 
playoff spot,” they were asked to swallow in the immediate wake of a 10-
game losing streak. The result was a complete loss of Fletcher’s 
credibility within the fan base, in turn extending to the organization as a 
whole. 

Full honesty was needed. The person in charge needed to bluntly 
acknowledge that the team’s window for contention wouldn’t magically 
reopen in the next few years, that more valuable assets wouldn’t be 

shipped out to acquire veteran band-aids, and most importantly, that the 
front office fully understood just how weak the Flyers’ current talent pool 
remains, and how much work it will take to replenish it to the point that 
the team can be relevant again. 

Brière, better than Fletcher ever did, articulated on his first try Sunday 
morning a clear-cut, easy-to-parse vision: it’s a rebuild, yes, but not a fire 
sale. 

“We have to be careful, and I want to make sure that rebuild doesn’t 
mean fire sale. There’s a big difference between the two. I want to make 
that clear,” he said. “We’re not going to get rid of everybody. We have 
some good players here.” 

In Fletcher’s defense, he did try by the end to communicate a similar 
message. And there were reasons beyond pure obstinance that kept him 
from using the “rebuild” word. For starters, I believe for quite a long time, 
Comcast Spectacor simply wouldn’t let him; their pivot toward accepting 
a full rebuild mentality is a relatively recent shift. Second, Fletcher likely 
knew on some level that he wouldn’t be tasked with engineering a 
rebuild, so publicly advocating for one would, in a sense, serve as 
Fletcher pushing for his own removal. And finally, I suspect Fletcher did 
honestly believe that the word “rebuild” came with connotations of what 
the Chicago Blackhawks did last summer, jettisoning everything that 
wasn’t nailed down — even young pieces like 24-year-old Alex DeBrincat 
and 21-year-old Kirby Dach — in an attempt to tank for Connor Bedard in 
the 2023 NHL Draft. 

Brière, even in his interim status, doesn’t have those same constraints or 
rhetorical concerns. 

And while Brière has yet to secure the full-time GM position, he made it 
abundantly clear on Sunday that he wants the job. 

“Well, I have the GM part in my title, so that’s kind of what I’m going with 
at this point,” Brière sid. “I haven’t really thought about president (of 
hockey operations). At this point, I probably see myself as the GM, I 
would say, but I would be open to whatever (Comcast Spectacor 
chairman) Dave (Scott) and (Comcast Spectacor CEO) Dan (Hilferty) 
would see fit. It really doesn’t matter to me.” 

Per multiple team sources, he’s the heavy favorite to get it. 

Brière checks a number of boxes for ownership, after all. First, he has a 
strong working relationship with John Tortorella, who the organization 
very much wants to keep. Second, he’s viewed both internally and 
externally as an intelligent hockey mind — he made it to the final round of 
interviews for the GM position in Montreal just last year. And finally, he 
has a strong relationship with the business side of the organization, 
having been their hire first to manage the Maine Mariners of the ECHL. 

He certainly spoke like a person planning to approach his status as the 
interim GM as if he’ll ultimately be nabbing the full-time job. 

“Obviously, I know a lot of the players, but I’ll have the chance to maybe 
dive a little deeper with his coaching staff and the people upstairs around 
me,” Brière said. “Have deeper discussions on evaluating players and 
what the next few steps moving forward.” 

Combine that with his multiple nods to Dave Scott and Dan Hilferty — a 
tacit acknowledgement that the latter’s importance in the hiring process is 
very real just months after being hired as CEO — and it sure played as 
Brière using his first news conference as an unofficial extension of a job 
interview, which was even more obvious when Brière was asked to 
comment on his lack of NHL front office experience, given that he only 
was made an official member of the Philadelphia front office a little over a 
year ago when he was named special assistant to the GM. 

“Oh, there’s no doubt in my mind that I can do the job,” he said. 

It was Brière in full sales pitch mode, and his longest answer of the 
availability. He noted that even as a player, he was studying how his 
GMs managed their clubs, from Darcy Regier in Buffalo to Paul 
Holmgren in Philadelphia, Marc Bergevin in Montreal, and finally, Joe 
Sakic in Colorado, who was in the midst of the early stages of the 
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Avalanche’s (ultimately successful) rebuild during Brière’s final playing 
season in 2014-15. 

“Maybe I was hired officially under Chuck in the past year, but my journey 
has started a long, long time ago,” he said. “I’ve always been someone 
that pays attention to what’s going on, how processes are being done, 
and how I could use it if one day I’d be in that position. I’m not gonna lie, 
it’s something that I saw myself do from early on when I was playing. I 
always believed that I could be in this position one day.” 

So now that he’s in this (interim) position, what did he reveal about what 
he might do as Flyers GM? 

Brière was adamant that the Flyers are facing a multiyear process, which 
puts him right in line with Tortorella’s view of the “pain” likely to come 
over the next few seasons. But he was equally unwavering in expressing 
his belief that a full-fledged “sell-everything” Chicago-style bloodbath all 
the way down to the under-25 players wasn’t part of his vision for said 
process. 

“The young guys are not the guys that we would be shopping, obviously,” 
he said. 

As for who would make up his front office, it was a mild surprise that 
Brière delivered a full-throated endorsement of assistant GM Brent Flahr, 
Fletcher’s longtime right-hand man and draft guru. But per a league 
source, the two have a strong relationship, and it’s possible that Flahr 
could indeed find a place of prominence in a Brière-run front office. 

“That’s my expectation,” Brière said when asked if Flahr would remain 
even with Fletcher gone. “I have a great relationship with Brent. He’s 
been tremendous. He’s included me on everything since I started 
working with Chuck. 

“I have a lot of confidence in Brent. You look at his track record at the 
draft. It’s pretty impressive. So yeah, I would say so.” 

The senior advisers in the organization — Holmgren, Bob Clarke and Bill 
Barber in particular — didn’t get the same assurances that their roles 
would remain the same. 

“I don’t know at this point. I am not sure,” Brière said when asked about 
their statuses. “What I can tell you is I have a lot of respect for those guys 
for what they’ve accomplished in their career, both on and off the ice. 
Lots of respect. I’ve been in this position for 48 hours. I’ve had a quick 
chat with them. At this point, that’s all that’s happened. We’ll see moving 
forward with what happens there.” 

So Brière’s early vision for the front office and the Flyers as a whole does 
appear to be a fresh one. 

There are some holdovers -—Flahr doesn’t look to be going anywhere, at 
least through the 2023 draft process, which he has managed in his AGM 
role. In addition, the broad strokes of Brière’s plan did sound strikingly 
similar to the one that Fletcher unsuccessfully tried to sell by the tail end 
of his tenure. 

But Brière’s articulation of said vision was different. It was clearer, more 
straightforward — and without the baggage that Fletcher (fairly or 
unfairly) carried on his back due to three consecutive years of on-ice 
failure. 

If Brière is ultimately named the Flyers’ permanent general manager — 
and all signs currently point to that eventuality — he will be engineering a 
rebuild. He took care to make that abundantly clear on Sunday. 

“That’s my belief. It needs to be done the right way,” he said. “We’ll have 
a lot of discussions in which direction we’re going to move, but there’s no 
doubt that this is not a quick fix in my mind.” 

And no longer are the Flyers afraid to admit that. 
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Weekend NHL rankings: Changes for Flyers, Kings keep rolling and April 
highlights 

 

Sean McIndoe 

12-15 minutes 13/03/2023 

 

It’s mid-March, the trade deadline is over, and I just want you to know 
that it’s perfectly OK to admit that you’re already looking forward to April. 

April rules. It’s when we get the last few weeks of the season, leading 
into the first round of the playoffs, which is the absolute best time of the 
year to be a hockey fan. It’s the time when we find out what the 
matchups will be, and whether all the (non-McDavid) stars can get to 50 
goals or 100 points. And if your team stinks, April is also the draft lottery. 
Either way, it’s what everything is building towards, and it’s pretty great. 

March? Or to be more specific, post-deadline March? Eh. It’s good too, 
some of the time. It’s fine. The playoff race starts to form, and we get lots 
of low-scoring three-point games between division rivals. March is a 
perfectly acceptable month on the hockey calendar. It’s just not April. 

And it’s OK to want to look ahead to the really good stuff. That’s what I 
did, and I found five gifts that the schedule-maker has left under the April 
tree. We can’t open them yet, but let’s pick them up and shake them. I 
feel like I’ve strangled this metaphor sufficiently, let’s get to the list. 

Top five highlights from the April schedule 

5. Senators at Sabres, April 13 — Right off the top, I’ll acknowledge that 
this is almost certainly wishful thinking. At the rate they’ve been going, 
the Sabres will be miles out of the playoff race by the end of the season. 
The Senators could be too. But just for fun, let’s imagine they rebound 
and get back in the race. And let’s also imagine that on the penultimate 
night of the season, the Sabres and Senators meet with a wild-card spot 
still in play. How amazing would that be? Two teams that have been 
terrible for years, making unexpected runs with fun teams, facing off in 
Buffalo in the equivalent of a winner-take-all Game 7? Yes, please. 
There’s no way the hockey gods will serve this one up, and we shouldn’t 
even talk about it, he said, reverse-jinxing madly. 

4. Maple Leafs at Lightning, April 11 — We’ve known for months that 
these two teams would have a playoff rematch in the first round. There’s 
a decent chance this game could determine home ice. Even if it doesn’t, 
it would be a classic tone-setting game between two teams that are 
about to do it for real. 

3. Stars at Avalanche, April 1 — I’d rank this higher if it was a bit later in 
the month, but it’s still a very good matchup that could end up deciding 
the Central, and maybe even home ice in the West. It’s also the last 
game of the year between the two teams, with the Avs having won two of 
three so far. 

2. Predators at Jets, April 8/Predators at Flames April 10 — The 
Predators gave up on the season at the deadline, when they traded away 
several key pieces for draft picks. But apparently, nobody told the 
players, who are still hanging around the fringe of the Western race. If 
they’re still there in April, they’d set up a dramatic road back-to-back 
against the two teams they’re chasing. 

1. Bruins at Canadiens, April 13 — We know the Bruins say they don’t 
care about history when it comes to their regular season record. They’re 
lying. You can’t tell me that they wouldn’t be hyped if they were one win 
away from breaking the all-time single-season points record heading into 
their final game. And where is that game? In Montreal, where the Habs 
would have a chance to defend their 1976-77 team’s record and spoil 
their rival’s bid to make history. 
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Honorable mentions: The Kraken/Golden Knights home-and-home on 
April 11 and 13 that could decide the Central, Devils and Bruins on April 
8 in what could be a conference final preview, and the Blue Jackets 
facing the Penguins on April 13 in a game that could decide either the 
East wildcard or the top lottery odds, or both. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley Cup. 

If you missed it, check out Dom’s post-deadline tiers. You’ll like it more 
than my rankings if you’re an Oilers fan, but slightly less if you’re a Stars 
or Lightning fan. 

Also, this ruled: 

5. Colorado Avalanche (36-22-6, +12 true goals differential*) — The good 
news is that they stopped giving up seven goals a game this week. And 
with Kirill Kaprizov out for a month (but not dying), the red-hot Wild don’t 
seem quite as scary. The path to home ice in the Central seems pretty 
clear, especially with more than a few softies coming up on the schedule. 
Then again, the Coyotes are supposed to be softies, and the Avs needed 
overtime to beat them on Saturday. 

4. Dallas Stars (36-17-13, +51) — Scoring 10 goals in Buffalo on 
Thursday was the meanest thing the Stars have ever done to the Sabres. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (43-17-6, +50) — Did I overreact to a quiet 
deadline when I dropped them down to the five-spot last week? Probably, 
sure. They’re better than that, even without a flashy addition. How much 
better? That depends on who you ask, although some smart people think 
they could be as high as number one. 

Our prediction roundtable mostly agrees, ranking Carolina second behind 
the Bruins, although they did lose some ground from last time. The 
Hurricanes might be unbeatable. 

2. New Jersey Devils (44-16-6, +59) — Oh, look who shut out the 
Hurricanes last night. Maybe I wasn’t all that wrong after all. (I probably 
was.) 

1. Boston Bruins (50-10-5, +104) — Sure, they set a record as the fastest 
team to ever get to 50 wins, clinching a playoff spot in the process. But 
they also blew a third-period lead to Edmonton, and then could only split 
a home-and-home with the lowly Red Wings. Are cracks starting to form? 
Has the unbeatable juggernaut sprung a leak? No. But we need some 
drama for this team as they coast down the stretch, so … yes. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: Los Angeles Kings — The Knights are the star-studded 
favorites, the Oilers are the surging powerhouse, and the Kraken are the 
season’s feel-good story. Meanwhile, the Kings are just kind of there. 
And by “there”, I mean within striking distance of the top spot in the West. 

That’s a great story too, and it doesn’t seem to get enough attention. You 
can blame the evil Eastern-based media, who have never seen a Kings 
game because we all go to sleep as soon as the Leafs are done playing. 
But I do think there’s something else going on here — for years, the 
Kings have been the NHL’s best example of a successful slow-and-
steady rebuild, so much so that it’s become their identity for a lot of fans 
who don’t focus on them day-to-day. And based on that script, the Kings 
aren’t supposed to be contenders quite yet. 

But here we are, and the Kings are … maybe contenders? It still feels a 
little dicey, if we’re being honest. This is a team without anyone in the 
league’s top 20 scorers, with a blue line that was considered a weakness 
until Vladislav Gavrikov arrived and maybe still is, and goaltending that 
doesn’t really scare you. That said, the Pacific is wide open, their scoring 
is balanced, they haven’t lost in regulation since February, and you could 
absolutely make the case that the duo of Pheonix Copley and Joonas 
Korpisalo, while not exactly Vezina-worthy, is still the division’s best. And 
of course, what’s left of the veteran core has been on a few long playoff 

runs in their day. At the very least, you’d think the Kings are the favorites 
if they draw the Kraken in round one, wouldn’t you? 

Of course, that’s not the matchup any of us want. After the Jonathan 
Quick trade drama, we want the Kings and Knights in round one, with 
Quick starting against his former team. That’s unlikely — not only would 
the standings have to bounce right for the matchup, but Quick would 
need to be the Vegas starter, and that may not be the playoff plan. But 
the hockey gods owe us a few favors, so we can at least ask. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards dead last, and the best lottery 
odds for Connor Bedard. 

I’ve got to be honest with you, now that the deadline has come and gone, 
this section will get kind of boring. Just a bunch of bad teams trying to 
lose, without much to keep track of other than which of their half-decent 
players are being mysteriously shut down for the season. Apologies in 
advance. 

5. Arizona Coyotes (24-32-11, -49) — They’re getting dangerously close 
to the Habs and Flyers, which is impressive for a young team of scrappy 
underdogs but potentially disastrous for their lottery odds. 

4. Anaheim Ducks (22-35-10, -99) — They’ve been heating up, such as it 
is, playing at a fake .500 pace over the last few weeks. More astonishing, 
they’ve mostly been keeping the puck out of the net. Is it enough to save 
Dallas Eakins’ job? No, but torpedoing their Bedard odds would be a 
pretty funny going-away present. 

3. San Jose Sharks (19-36-12, -59) — They’re climbing our rankings 
because you should never underestimate the power of a team full of 
veterans that collectively realize the season is over and they still have to 
go through the motions for another month. Tomorrow night brings a big 
showdown with the Blue Jackets with serious lottery implications. 

2. Columbus Blue Jackets (20-38-7, -75) — Tomorrow night brings a big 
showdown with the Sharks with serious lottery implications. I know I just 
said that but look, if you’re reading each and every entry in the bottom 
five then that sounds like a you problem. 

1. Chicago Blackhawks (22-38-6, -71) — Here’s something I only 
realized yesterday: When he went to the Rangers, Patrick Kane became 
just the second former MVP to be traded in the cap era. The first: Taylor 
Hall, who was dealt twice. Two other past MVPs have switched teams, 
with Joe Thornton and Corey Perry both bouncing around, but that was 
all via free agency. 

They play the Bruins tomorrow, and I wonder if this one has a chance to 
set some sort of record for the biggest underdog of hockey’s gambling 
era. I’m assuming we get Jeremy Swayman instead of Linus Ullmark so 
that probably narrows the spread down to what, Bruins by 7.5? 

Not ranked: Philadelphia Flyers — Last week I made a joke about this 
being deadline week for Chuck Fletcher. Turns out it was. We have our 
first GM firing of the season. 

If there’s a surprise here, it’s the timing — midseason changes are 
relatively rare when it comes to the front office. (Nashville recently 
announced a switch, but held off on the actual change until the summer.) 
There’s a “why now?” question, one that Eric digs into here. Then again, 
the ship had clearly sailed on Fletcher after an underwhelming deadline, 
so you might as well give Danny Briere a chance to settle into a job he’s 
apparently the favorite for. 

And yes, that would be the same Briere who starred for the Flyers for six 
seasons, and who remains a popular player with the fan base. It’s funny 
how those stars of the past often end up being the guy a team turns to 
when the fans are furious. Briere isn’t being pulled in off the golf course, 
having been building his front office resume for years now. And it’s not 
like the former star gambit hasn’t worked for at least a few teams; 
Colorado did OK with that Joe Sakic guy. Briere could follow that path, 
although it remains to be seen whether the Flyers do a thorough search 
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for the best candidate, or just hand the job directly to the popular former 
player. 

It may not matter. While Fletcher made plenty of mistakes in 
Philadelphia, it always felt like he was doing the job with one hand tied 
behind his back by his bosses. At least occasionally, Fletcher would 
tiptoe up to the rebuild the Flyers so obviously need, only to have a 
Comcast suit nudge him in a different direction — sometimes publicly. 
Managing up is a big part of a GM’s job these days, but if the bosses 
have decided that their bad team should have a playoff spot, the job gets 
tougher. Maybe impossible. 

Now Briere gets to give it a try, at least for a few months. Presumably, 
the actual rebuild gets to happen now. In Philadelphia, that could mean 
more than just trading veterans for picks; Charlie makes a strong case for 
a total culture reset. For now, Flyer fans will have to be satisfied with 
having not-Fletcher running the show. It’s progress, at least, for a team 
that hasn’t seen much of it in years. 
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What happens when a top NHL coach takes the helm of a Pee Wee 
team? 

 

Joe Smith 

14-18 minutes 13/03/2023 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. – Rod Brind’Amour props open the bench door, leans 
over the ice and yells: 

“Hunt it, Brooks! Hunt for it.” 

Brind’Amour, the head coach of the Carolina Hurricanes, is at a near-
empty Polar Ice rink a little north of downtown. Brooks is his 11-year-old 
son, playing for the 11-and-under Junior Canes. And he’s skating hard on 
the forecheck, fighting for the puck. Brooks, the youngest and smallest 
player on the team, wears No. 17, just like his father. One of his 
linemates is Jagger Burns, 11, son of current Hurricanes defenseman 
Brent Burns. 

Brind’Amour may be the most decorated assistant coach for a youth 
hockey team in the country. And the guy next to him in flip flops and a 
black Hurricanes jumpsuit, retired Kings and Hurricanes center Justin 
Williams, might be a close second. 

But on days like this, Williams says, “we’re just dads.” 

Brind’Amour, 52, has just returned from the NHL All-Star Game in South 
Florida. One day, he was offering instruction to superstars Sidney Crosby 
and Alex Ovechkin. A couple of days later, he is teaching hockey 
fundamentals to a team that includes Brooks, Jagger and Williams’ 11-
year-old daughter, Jade. 

“They don’t have any clue I’m the coach of the Hurricanes,” Brind’Amour 
says. “It’s funny. I’m just Brooks’ dad.” 

And like dads everywhere, oftentimes when he tells the kids something, 
“I’ll get a little roll of the eyes,” he says. “I don’t get that from my (NHL) 
guys. I get it from the 11-year-olds, like, ‘You don’t know what you’re 
talking about.’” 

Of course, he does. Brind’Amour is one of the best coaches in the NHL 
(he was coach of the year in 2021) and his playing career is considered 
by some Hall of Fame-worthy. He’s currently leading a Hurricanes team 
primed for a run at the Stanley Cup. 

But if you ask him what brings him the most joy, the most fulfillment, it’s 
coaching these kids. 

His nights behind the NHL bench are his job, his livelihood, his identity. 
His nights with his son’s team are his sanctuary. 

On this particular Wednesday, Brind’Amour’s Junior Canes are taking on 
a team that’s the next age group up, and they’re down 5-2 entering the 
third period. At the second intermission, Brind’Amour, in a black jacket, 
cap and shorts, stands on the bench and props his left foot on the boards 
to address the group. 

“These guys are a little bigger and a little faster,” he tells them. “But the 
puck can move fast for you too if you stick with it. Let’s see how quick we 
can move the puck. 

“Let’s go!” 

They gather in a circle, put their hands in, and along with Brind’Amour, 
chant: 

“Canes on three! 1-2-3 Canes!” 

Rod Brind’Amour gives a few pointers to the Junior Canes. (Joe Smith / 
The Athletic) 

Brind’Amour had planned to arrive at the Junior Canes practice right 
before the 5:15 p.m. start. 

“Busy day,” he says. 

Now, here he is, a half-hour beforehand, diving into the back of his black 
Sierra pickup truck to grab his gear. 

There are a few constants in Brind’Amour’s routine, from 6 a.m. wakeups 
to daily workouts to … 

“He’s never late,” his wife, Amy, says. 

Brind’Amour grabs a scuffed-up Easton stick, slings a black equipment 
bag over his shoulder and walks into Polar Ice. It’s the same gear 
Brind’Amour used to tutor his oldest son, Skyler, who’s now a senior at 
Quinnipiac. 

“Same bag for 20 years,” he says, smiling. “Just keep it in the back of my 
truck.” 

Brind’Amour’s walk into the rink brings back memories. This was the 
Hurricanes practice facility back in January 2000 when he was traded 
from Philadelphia. One day, he was an All-Star in Philly, the next he was 
sharing the showers and facilities with beer leaguers in North Carolina. 

“I was like, ‘What’s going on here?’” Brind’Amour says, laughing. “That’s 
all they had. It’s crazy.” 

Did he ever envision still being here when he arrived just over two 
decades ago? 

“No chance,” Brind’Amour says. “It was, ‘How fast can I get out?’ Then 
you start meeting all these people involved with the team. It’s like, ‘Wait a 
minute. This is way different than I’m used to.’ The team started bringing 
in really good people. This was fun to be around.” 

The first few months Brind’Amour was here, he’d ask people around 
town, “Where do the Hurricanes play?” They’d reply, “‘Who are they?” 

“If I said in Philly, ‘Where do the Flyers play?'” he says, “they would have 
been like, ‘What?!'” 

It’s also the city where he met Amy. She was the daughter of former 
college basketball coach Eddie Biedenbach (Davidson, University of 
North Carolina at Asheville). They met on a blind date late in 
Brind’Amour’s playing career. 

They had lunch at a spot right by the Hurricanes practice rink. Both drove 
separately. Brind’Amour had gone through a public divorce, and Amy had 
just emerged from a four-year relationship. They were hedging their bets. 
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Brind’Amour had long, black, slicked back hair. He was pretty quiet. 

“What do you do for a living?” she asked. 

“I play hockey,” he said. 

“Like, what’s your job?” she responded. 

“Yeah, that’s my job,” he deadpanned. 

Amy had to Google him. As she re-tells the story, Rod jumps in. 

“You played it up like you had no idea,” Brind’Amour cracks. 

After they had been on two dates, though, Amy says: “I was driving down 
US1 on a weekend, and there’s this huge billboard with him holding the 
Stanley Cup. I called him: ‘Oh my God, you’re on a billboard.’ He’s like, 
‘Yeah, it’s been up for a year.'” 

Hoisting hockey’s holy grail in 2006 was the best moment of his life and 
is still the most iconic moment in Hurricanes franchise history. It’s a 
feeling Brind’Amour desperately wants his current players to know. Here. 
In Raleigh. 

“I can’t imagine being anywhere else,” Brind’Amour says. “This is home.” 

Brind’Amour will spend three straight nights at Polar Ice during this early-
February Hurricanes bye week. On Tuesday, there’s a regular practice. 
Wednesday is more of a scrimmage. Thursday is a skills practice, which 
includes a little gym workout (which Brind’Amour participates in), a video 
session (which Brind’Amour runs) and on-ice drills. 

“You’d be surprised how much is the same,” Brind’Amour says. “This is 
the age where we start putting it in. The forecheck is the exact same. 
There’s less detail, very basic, same as D-zone. It’s the same principles. 
Hockey is hockey. There’s one way to do it, in my opinion. 

“At this age, they’re a little too young to really grasp it. Unless you do it 
over and over and over, they never grasp it. But a year or two from now, 
you start seeing it, when they’re 13, 14.” 

With that, Brind’Amour disappears into the locker room. Time to get 
ready. 

Kids are popping on their shoulder pads, tying their skates. There’s no 
real pep talk. The biggest task is helping with equipment. The team’s 
head coach, Cody Staves, and assistant Ron Koss — a Purple Heart 
veteran with a tour in Iraq — are already in their black team sweatsuits. 

Staves says he got a voicemail out of the blue from Brind’Amour a couple 
of years ago. 

“Hey, it’s Rod,” he says. “I’d like to help. Just give me a call.” 

Brind’Amour had helped coach Skyler and wanted to do the same with 
Brooks. Staves didn’t expect him to be this active, though. Brind’Amour is 
always available via phone if there are any questions or advice needed. 
He watches their games and practices online if he can’t make it in 
person. On Thursdays, Brind’Amour is in the gym with the kids — mostly 
overseeing stretching and bodyweight drills, nothing crazy — and runs 
the video session. He’ll typically use his Hurricanes games as a 
reference point. 

“One time, they showed my dad on the Sharks, and he was just getting 
dominated by the Canes — it was so awful,” jokes Jagger Burns. 

Jagger says Brind’Amour-run practices are a lot more advanced than 
what he experienced in Northern California. 

“Coach Rod is so smart,” Jagger says. “The day we got traded (to 
Carolina), my dad had a meeting. After the meeting, he showed me a 
picture. I didn’t know it was (Brind’Amour). I’m like, ‘That guy is ripped.’ 
He’s like, ‘That’s your coach.'” 

There’s not a lot of screaming by Brind’Amour. No whistles. Most of the 
time is spent in one-on-one conversations, where Brind’Amour skates up 
to a kid, puts his hand on their shoulder and repeats an instruction. It’s 

harder to coach the kids than NHLers, Brind’Amour says, but it’s fun to 
see the enjoyment. If they score in practice, it’s like it’s in Game 7. 

“You get bigger gains from the little guys,” Brind’Amour says. “It’s a 
rewarding job. It’s like you’re a teacher. They’re not doing it for financial 
reasons. They love the job. That’s coaching, really. 

“This is not work. The big job (in the NHL) becomes work some days. 
Taking a red-eye home from Anaheim after a loss, it’s like, ‘This is not 
fun. I don’t want to be doing this.’ The good far outweighs the bad with 
this job that’s for sure.” 

Brind’Amour’s dad, Bob, coached him until he was 15. Bob Brind’Amour 
was a pipefitter at the local mill in the town of Prince Rupert, British 
Columbia (population 12,000). Rod vividly remembers his father waking 
up at 6 a.m., putting on overalls and going to a job he hated. “It made me 
not want to do that,” Rod says. After work, Bob got home, put on his 
skates and helped his son at his game. He emphasized hard work. 

Bob put his son on defense. There were barely enough players to fill a 
team, much less a good blue line. 

“I was like, ‘No way,'” Brind’Amour recalls. “How am I going to be like 
Gretzky if I’m on D?’ He’s like, ‘Shut your mouth. You’re going to play D. 
You’ll play half the game.’ 

“It was one of the best things to happen to me. I learned the game from a 
different perspective for when I went back to center. I wish I would have 
played defenseman all the way. My mind worked better that way, seeing 
everything. Obviously, it worked out OK.” 

Brind’Amour won two Selke Trophies as the league’s best defensive 
forward in what could end up being a Hall of Fame career. But while he’s 
on the ice for Tuesday’s practice, he isn’t getting the most attention. 

That goes to the Hurricanes’ mascot, Stormy, there to do a promotional 
shoot for the Feb. 18 Stadium Series game in Raleigh. Players from the 
10-year-old team, which is waiting to go on the ice, bang the glass and 
yell “STORMY!” as the furry figure does on-ice drills with the kids. 

“They’re more excited for a mascot,” one dad quips. 

Up in the stands, a few moms watch. Krista Kyle says her family moved 
from Massachusetts and was surprised to find out Brind’Amour was one 
of the coaches for her son Tyler’s team. The moment Tyler saw 
Brind’Amour, he told her, “Wait, I’ve seen him on TV.” 

“Tyler respects him so much, he wouldn’t joke with him,” Krista says. 
“There’s too much riding on it. He wants his approval. He wants to skate 
hard and play well.” 

Helping coach his son Brooks and the rest of the Junior Canes is a far 
cry from the NHL, but it is its own reward. (Joe Smith / The Athletic) 

Walk up to Brind’Amour’s two-story, four-bedroom North Raleigh home, 
and there’s a hockey goal in the driveway. A protective net behind it. A 
few pucks laying around. 

Loud barks from the family’s 4-year-old brown Lab, Bodie, serve as the 
doorbell. 

A ball in his mouth, the furry 75-pounder just wants to play. 

“A little too friendly,” Brind’Amour jokes. 

Brooks, wearing a Canes “Bunch of Jerks” hat backwards, has just 
gotten home from school, with his father picking him up. On most days, 
Brind’Amour hits baseballs or golf balls in the backyard with his son (he’s 
also an assistant coach on his summer baseball team). But they’re in a 
bit of a rush before leaving for practice on this night. 

So Brind’Amour heads to the stove and makes Brooks a grilled cheese 
for some pre-scrimmage fuel. 

Brooks scarfs the sandwich and packs into the family’s white Ford 
Expedition for the daily carpool to the rink. Brooks’ team will face an older 
team (Under-12s) in a scrimmage. 
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The Expedition pulls up to the rink, and Brooks puts his bag of gear over 
his shoulder. 

His father does the same. 

“You ready, Brooksie?” Jagger says in greeting. 

“Yep,” Brooks replies, and then heads to the locker room. 

As Brind’Amour enters the building, he stands by the glass and stares at 
the empty rink. In the NHL, he’s known for his emotional, motivating 
speeches. But he isn’t one to give a lot of pep talks to 11-year-olds. 

Williams sat next to Brind’Amour in the Hurricanes dressing room as a 
teammate for six years, then played for him for several more. The retired 
center says when Brind’Amour speaks to people, you can feel the 
emotion. He’ll talk to the kids, but the message, the lessons, carry a 
different tone. 

“You teach 11 year olds about discipline, how to play the game, how you 
win and how you lose, it’s almost like life as well,” Williams says. “To 
have a good attitude, bad attitude, that’s what coaches look for. There’s 
so many things you can learn in every sport. Really hockey, it teaches 
you a lot of things. He’ll tell them to ‘stay with it’ and teaches them how to 
be good hockey players — and people.” 

Brind’Amour says he always wanted to coach. When he was an assistant 
with the Hurricanes, he told management he’d love to coach their AHL 
affiliate in Charlotte, but the gig was taken. Brind’Amour even reached 
out to his alma mater, Michigan State, to put his name in for its head 
coaching job when it was vacant. The Spartans turned him down, saying 
he hadn’t completed his degree, so he’d be out of the running. 

“At that point, it’s like, ‘Will it ever happen?'” says close friend Wilson 
Hoyle. “But it ended up the best thing that happened to him. To the 
Hurricanes. To these kids.” 

Brind’Amour says if he had gotten the Michigan State job, he’d probably 
still be there. And loving it. But he’d also still be coaching Brooks. On 
Wednesday, there’s one minute when Brind’Amour is helping Brooks 
tape his stick. Later, he’s yelling from the bench about where to go on the 
ice, where the defenders are. When the team scores after consistent 
pressure on the net, Brind’Amour turns to Brooks and his teammates. 

“See how they ambush them?” he says. “Go to the net.” 

The kids nod. 

“I’ve had all these kids for a few years,” Brind’Amour says. “You keep 
telling them something and then, all of a sudden, it clicks. Then they 
never do it wrong again. Those are the cool moments.” 

Brind’Amour will be there too, leading the way. 

As he waits for Brooks, he hears a familiar voice. It’s Jagger. 

“See you Coach Rod!” 
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ESPN / NHL playoff standings update: Hurricanes, Devils battle for Metro 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

 

        Tim Kavanagh is a senior NHL editor for ESPN. He's a native of 
upstate New York. 

It was a furious Saturday of action around the NHL, as 30 of 32 teams 
were in action. That included the two teams sitting atop the Metropolitan 

Division -- the Carolina Hurricanes and New Jersey Devils -- a duo that 
will square off Sunday night (7 ET, NHL Power Play on ESPN+) for the 
final time in the regular season. 

Each club has one regulation win thus far, and the Canes took a shootout 
victory on New Year's Day. Taking a quick gander at the Metro 
standings, the Canes are two points ahead leading into the game, with 
one game in hand and one extra regulation win this season. 

Both teams are all but locks to reach the 2023 Stanley Cup playoffs. But 
their journeys will take quite different paths based on their respective 
finishes. The division leader will (likely) take on the East's No. 1 wild card 
-- potentially the New York Islanders, Pittsburgh Penguins, Florida 
Panthers, Ottawa Senators, Buffalo Sabres or Washington Capitals -- 
while the second-place team will earn a first-round series against the 
superstar-laden (and Igor Shesterkin-backstopped) New York Rangers. 

As we enter the final stretch of the regular season, it's time to check in on 
all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for position in the 
2023 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Boston Bruins vs. WC2 New York Islanders 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 Pittsburgh Penguins 

M2 New Jersey Devils vs. M3 New York Rangers 

Western Conference 

C1 Dallas Stars vs. WC1 Edmonton Oilers 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 Colorado Avalanche 

P1 Vegas Golden Knights vs. WC2 Winnipeg Jets 

P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Seattle Kraken 

Sunday's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All games not on ESPN, TNT or NHL Network 
are available via NHL Power Play, which is included in an ESPN+ 
subscription (local blackout restrictions apply). 

Boston Bruins at Detroit Red Wings, 1:30 p.m. (TNT) 

New York Rangers at Pittsburgh Penguins, 4 p.m. (TNT) 

Carolina Hurricanes at New Jersey Devils, 7 p.m. 

Vegas Golden Knights at St. Louis Blues, 7 p.m. (NHLN) 

Winnipeg Jets at Tampa Bay Lightning, 7 p.m. 

Ottawa Senators at Calgary Flames, 9 p.m. 

Nashville Predators at Anaheim Ducks, 9:30 p.m. 

Minnesota Wild at Arizona Coyotes, 9:30 p.m. 

Saturday's scoreboard 

Watch "In the Crease" on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 
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Boston Bruins 3, Detroit Red Wings 2 

Pittsburgh Penguins 5, Philadelphia Flyers 1 

New Jersey Devils 3, Montreal Canadiens 1 

Dallas Stars 4, Seattle Kraken 3 (OT) 

New York Rangers 2, Buffalo Sabres 1 (OT) 

Colorado Avalanche 3, Arizona Coyotes 2 (OT) 

Vegas Golden Knights 4, Carolina Hurricanes 0 

St. Louis Blues 5, Columbus Blue Jackets 2 

Winnipeg Jets 5, Florida Panthers 4 (OT) 

Tampa Bay Lightning 3, Chicago Blackhawks 1 

Toronto Maple Leafs 7, Edmonton Oilers 4 

Washington Capitals 5, New York Islanders 1 

Vancouver Canucks 5, Ottawa Senators 2 

Nashville Predators, 2, Los Angeles Kings 1 (SO) 

Minnesota Wild 5, San Jose Sharks 2 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

x - Boston Bruins 

Points: 105 

Regulation wins: 43 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 18 

Points pace: 135 

Next game: @ DET (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 88 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 17 

Points pace: 111 

Next game: vs. BUF (Monday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 104 

Next game: vs. WPG (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 89 

Next game: vs. MTL (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 41% 

Tragic number: 27 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Points pace: 88 

Next game: @ CGY (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 9% 

Tragic number: 28 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Points pace: 87 

Next game: @ TOR (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 7% 

Tragic number: 27 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 23 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Points pace: 85 

Next game: vs. BOS (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 1% 

Tragic number: 25 

Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 72 
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Next game: vs. COL (Monday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 14 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 94 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 18 

Points pace: 120 

Next game: @ NJ (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New Jersey Devils 

Points: 92 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 17 

Points pace: 116 

Next game: vs. CAR (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 83 

Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 17 

Points pace: 105 

Next game: @ PIT (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 17 

Points pace: 96 

Next game: vs. NYR (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 80% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 92 

Next game: @ LA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 49% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 87 

Next game: @ NYR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 13% 

Tragic number: 25 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 73 

Next game: vs. VGK (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 15 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Points pace: 59 

Next game: @ SJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 5 

Central Division 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 85 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 106 

Next game: @ SEA (Monday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 
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Minnesota Wild 

Points: 83 

Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 103 

Next game: @ ARI (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 98% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 78 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 18 

Points pace: 100 

Next game: @ MTL (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 98% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 77 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 96 

Next game: @ TB (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 68% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 19 

Points pace: 92 

Next game: @ ANA (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 31% 

Tragic number: 32 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 21 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Points pace: 80 

Next game: vs. VGK (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 20 

Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 57 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 71 

Next game: vs. MIN (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 12 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 50 

Regulation wins: 14 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 62 

Next game: vs. BOS (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 5 

Pacific Division 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 86 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 107 

Next game: @ STL (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 85 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 104 

Next game: vs. NYI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Seattle Kraken 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: P3 
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Games left: 16 

Points pace: 101 

Next game: vs. DAL (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 94% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 98 

Next game: vs. OTT (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 96% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 23 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 88 

Next game: vs. OTT (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 16% 

Tragic number: 26 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Points pace: 77 

Next game: vs. DAL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 18 

Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 12 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 66 

Next game: vs. NSH (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 8 

San Jose Sharks 

Points: 50 

Regulation wins: 14 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 61 

Next game: vs. CBJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 3 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team might move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. Sitting No. 1 on the 
draft board for this summer is Connor Bedard, who has been lauded as a 
generational talent. 

1. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 15 

2. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 50 

Regulation wins: 14 

3. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 50 

Regulation wins: 14 

4. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 12 

5. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 57 

Regulation wins: 18 

6. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 17 

7. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 22 

8. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 17 

9. St. Louis Blues 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 21 

10. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 23 
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11. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 24 

12. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 26 

13. Calgary Flames 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 23 

14. Nashville Predators 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 24 

15. Washington Capitals 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 25 

16. Florida Panthers* 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 28 

Notes on traded picks impacting the top 16: 

    Montreal will receive Florida's first-round pick as a result of the trade 
last season that sent Ben Chiarot to the Panthers. 
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Sportsnet.ca / With Huberdeau back on Kadri’s left, Flames much more 
productive in win over Senators 

 

Eric Francis | @EricFrancis 

March 13, 2023, 1:53 AM 

 

CALGARY — At a point in the season when the numbers aren’t pretty for 
the Calgary Flames, it was Darryl Sutter who brought up stats that said 
plenty about where his team is at. 

With lots being made about the coach’s decision to return Jonathan 
Huberdeau to the left side on which he set an NHL record last season 
with 85 assists, Sutter laid out pretty plainly why the Flames sit five points 
back of a playoff spot. 

“Bottom line is Naz(em Kadri) and Johnny play together… and when you 
look at when they get a goal, or an assist, we have a good record. 

“When they don’t, we don’t.” 

“I don’t think it makes much difference what position he plays, it’s more 
about the whole game for him.” 

It’s not a stretch to suggest Huberdeau's offensive struggles, and to a 
lesser extent Kadri's, go a long way towards explaining how 
disappointing the Flames’ season has been. 

Yes, goaltending has been the biggest issue, but with all the one-goal 
games the Flames have lost, it’s safe to say that with a bit more finish 
these two newbies could easily have positioned the Flames closer to the 
division lead. 

As Sutter alluded to, when Huberdeau and Kadri are held scoreless, the 
Flames are 3-15-2. 

When both get a point, they’re 16-3-5. 

Which brings us to Sunday’s 5-1 win over Ottawa, in which both finished 
with two points. 

“This year obviously hasn’t been great,” said Huberdeau when asked 
about how much he and Kadri put on themselves to create offence.   

“We try to get on the scoresheet — we’re supposed to produce. 

“I don’t know what our record is (when they do), but that’s going to help 
the team if we do.” 

On Sunday, it was the difference. 

Leading 2-0 six minutes into the second period, Tim Stutzle tapped in the 
biggest gift of his 32 finishes this year after an exchange from Jacob 
Markstrom and Mikael Backlund caromed in front of an open net for a 
tap-in. 

Given how snakebit the Flames have been all year, it threatened to be a 
turning point in a game against a hungry, young Senators team that has 
surged back into the playoff race. 

Enter Huberdeau’s silky mitts. 

One minute later, he tipped in a pass from Kadri that had bounced off 
Artem Zub, hit Huberdeau’s stick mid-air and wound up beating Kevin 
Mandolese. 

It was fortunate, but certainly no fluke, as the hand-eye required, “made it 
look sick,” as one scribe put it.   

“That’s a big play of the game — when they did score we came right 
back,” said Sutter, before breaking into a smug grin.  

“Johnny came in on the right side and buried it. 

“Jarome Iginla played right wing, who scored most of his goals over 
there.” 

For the record, Sutter was pointing to his left. 

Also for the record, Huberdeau’s goal came while streaking down the left 
side of the ice — the side he has said repeatedly he’s more comfortable 
on. 

The side that earned him an $84 million payday this summer. 

Sutter said he tried him on the right — as he did with Matthew Tkachuk 
quite successfully last year — to make room for lefty Jakob Pelletier. 

Why did he return him to the left side? 

“Production,” said Sutter before the game. 

It worked. 

Six minutes after Huberdeau’s 13th, he and Kadri combined to set up 
Noah Hanifin to put the game out of reach. 

The Flames are now 6-0-0 when the two both have at least two points in 
a game. 

“A building block for sure,” said Kadri of his new line with Huberdeau on 
his left and Dillon Dube on the right. 

“That's something we've got to continue to push and we understand that 
when we're on top of our game, we can be a very effective line and a 
dangerous line to play against. 

“So a step in the right direction, for sure.” 
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The Flames should make no apologies for beating an Ottawa club that 
got in at 2:30 a.m. from Vancouver and lost an hour due to the time 
change. 

Those are the wins you need to be a playoff team. 

The Flames now sit five back of Colorado and six back of the Jets, who 
won their second in a row on Sunday. 

Full credit to Rasmus Andersson and Elias Lindholm (with his 200th) who 
scored in the first, helping the club overcome an overturned goal by Tyler 
Toffoli, and giving Markstrom the support his 30 saves earned. 

On any other night the Flames goaltender might have been the story. 

He was that good. 

But with the team’s most important forward now back to where he’s 
happiest, Huberdeau’s productive night on Kadri's left earned top billing. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets put in a true team effort with hard-fought victory over 
Lightning 

 

Ken Wiebe | @WiebesWorld 

March 12, 2023, 11:44 PM 

 

TAMPA BAY – Morgan Barron thought it could go either way, so he 
wasn’t about to venture a guess about whether or not he figured his goal 
would survive a video review before the final decision was made. 

All the Winnipeg Jets forward knew is that it was about time he caught a 
break around the net, as he was virtually left with a yawning cage to fill 
after teammate Brenden Dillon had his initial shot stopped by Tampa Bay 
Lightning goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

Barron didn’t miss, and after the play was under scrutiny from a variety of 
angles, it was ultimately determined that the rebound deposit would 
stand as a good goal. It stood up to be the game-winner as the Jets 
earned a 3-2 victory over the Lightning on Sunday night. 

“I never know with the goalie interference stuff anymore,” said Barron. 
“Just watching it on TV, it seems like such a coin flip. I didn't feel like 
(Dillon) went in there too hard, I guess, and I think that's ultimately what 
swayed them toward the decision they made. You never know. It was 
good. An easy one for me, an empty net and I buried it. 

“I've been waiting for that bounce for a little while. It was nice it came.” 

Dillon tried to bury a cross-ice pass from Mason Appleton but was denied 
by Vasilevskiy. 

While there was contact made by Dillon on the Lightning goalie, it was 
ultimately ruled to be incidental. 

“I was pretty confident. I mean, I'm right in my office there in the crease, 
where I usually am,” joked Dillon. “I felt like I was almost frustrated with 
myself that I didn't score right off the hop, so the fact that (Barron) was 
able to tap it in after... I saw some replays on the bench. Those ones are 
pretty tough to overturn and you sometimes just never know how it's 
going to go but it turns out to be the game-winner and that's awesome. 

“I mean, I was just trying to get the puck on net. Going there, I know 
there was myself and the backchecker … and I tried to do everything I 
could. I think I ended up having my hand on the crossbar at the end of it. 
But yeah. I watched it three times on the bench just trying to catch my 

breath at the end of the shift. I was so excited for it so I'm happy we had 
that one go our way.” 

This was a milestone game for Dillon, who suited up in his 800th NHL tilt. 

Not only did he chip in an assist on the game-winner, he logged 21:23 
and helped chew up some of the ice time available with Josh Morrissey 
sidelined by a lower-body injury he sustained on Friday. 

“That's how I was hoping the game would go,” said Dillon, an undrafted 
free agent who was originally signed to an entry-level deal by the Dallas 
Stars. “Big win for us. Super proud and happy to get that (milestone). A 
young Brenden Dillon was just hoping for one of these and here we are, 
800 later. Just super fortunate and happy to be here.” 

The Jets are hopeful that Morrissey might be able to return for the finale 
of this three-game road trip on Tuesday. 

Even if that’s not the case, Morrissey is not expected to miss 
considerable time and should be back by Thursday’s home game against 
the Boston Bruins. 

In the meantime, Dylan Samberg slid back into the lineup and logged 
more than 17 minutes, playing primarily on a pairing with Dylan DeMelo. 

“Yeah, it was by committee. We had to use everybody,” said Jets 
associate coach Scott Arniel. “With back-to-back games, where Josh can 
log some big minutes, everybody had to be a part of it. I’m real proud of 
the guys. They did a really good job of clearing the front of the net. I 
know there were a lot of crazy situations that were going on at times. 

“I liked the way we moved the puck up. We were quick and we didn’t 
allow extended times in our end of the rink. We played fast and that 
helped a lot for us to get into Tampa’s end.” 

The Jets also got goals from Nate Schmidt on a seeing-eye shot that 
came with the fourth line on the ice, and a power-play marker from Nino 
Niederreiter, who continues to shine after coming over in a deal a week 
before the NHL trade deadline. 

Niederreiter is up to three goals and six points in seven games, and while 
he’s riding a six-game point streak, he also made an important 
contribution on the back check, preventing a clean look for Lightning 
captain Steven Stamkos after a nice saucer pass from Nick Paul. 

The Jets also got a boost from Adam Lowry, who left Friday’s game with 
a lower-body injury but managed to suit up on the checking line with 
Barron and Appleton. 

The trio was effective all night long, generating some quality scoring 
chances while shutting down the Lightning’s top offensive players. 

Speaking of special teams, the Jets rebounded nicely after giving up 
three power-play goals to the Florida Panthers, going three-for-three 
while shorthanded and killing off a 62-second two-man disadvantage. 

“That's one of the toughest 5-on-3 units to face there,” said Barron. “The 
guys did a great job staying in shot lanes and just watching from the 
bench yelling because there's always somebody that seems like they're 
open but guys did such a great job of extending out, getting in the 
shooting lanes and then retreating back and going against the next guy.” 

The Jets got another rock-solid performance from Connor Hellebuyck, 
who started on consecutive days and finished the weekend with 77 saves 
– including 33 on Sunday. 

"He's the best in the world for a reason,” said Barron. “He just sticks to 
his process and we have full faith in him. He made some huge saves for 
us down the stretch.” 

Hellebuyck made his 51st start of the season and was adamant he was 
fresh enough to provide the type of goaltending required against a potent 
Lightning attack. He shut the door outside of an early goal from Alex 
Killorn and a shorthanded marker from Anthony Cirelli, who was knocked 
out of the game by a hit from Jets centre Mark Scheifele, who received a 
minor penalty for an illegal check to the head. 
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“When (Hellebuyck) comes to us and tells us he feels really good, I think 
you let him go,” Jets head coach Rick Bowness said prior to the contest. 
“We need the win and we need to win games on the road. It’s certainly 
not a slight on David (Rittich) because he’s done a great job for us. But 
when your No. 1 guy comes to you and tells you he pretty much wants 
the ball, let’s give it to him.” 

Going into this road trip, things seemed to be going sideways for the Jets 
as they had dropped seven of the previous eight games and managed 
just two wins in the previous 11 games. 

But with the standings tightening up considerably, the Jets have 
responded by sweeping the Lightning and Florida Panthers to improve to 
38-26-3 on the season. 

Suddenly, they’re back in a better position to battle for one of the top 
three seeds in the Central Division rather than hanging on for dear life in 
the wild card. 

Things can change quickly at this time of the year, but the Jets are 
encouraged by the steps they’ve taken to get things turned around. 

“We had to keep things interesting,” said Dillon. “I think it's a credit to our 
group. We've got a bunch of key guys out, back to back in a tough 
building with a hungry team there, and we were able to manage it. We 
showed a lot of character with that. We had guys blocking shots, our 
penalty kill came up huge, we just overall played a great road game. We 
really wanted to work on our road game, in general, coming into this trip, 
and to get a big back-to-back couple of wins in some tough buildings 
against some tough teams is just huge for our group. 

“We wanted to come into this one hoping for six points so the fact that 
we've got the first four, we're confident in our group. We know that we've 
gone through a tough spell here the last 10, 15 games, but we're the 
ones who are going to have to get out of it. We're going to have to find 
ways to win. We can't use any excuses. Everybody stepped up. Our 
checkers checked, our offensive guys produced, and everyone just 
contributed whatever way they needed to do.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs Notes: Bunting won’t ‘lose sleep’ over Kane’s 
diving accusation 

 

Luke Fox | @lukefoxjukebox 

March 12, 2023, 4:15 PM 

 

TORONTO — It’s incredible, really. 

For all the name-calling, pot-stirring, whistle-generating, and scrum-
inciting Michael Bunting does on a nightly basis, the one thing he has 
avoided through his 170 emotional NHL games is a fight. 

Yep. 

Bunting’s NHL card on HockeyFights.com remains as empty as a 
schoolyard threat. 

Heck, in watching back his most recent documented scrap — an AHL 
exchange versus Nathan Walker on Oct. 19, 2019 — you realize that the 
“fight” is a nothing-burger. More of a brief wrestling match. Bunting’s 
gloves come off, but he doesn’t throw a single fist of consequence. 

Bunting has become one of the National League’s preeminent pests, 
thriving in the muck. 

"Dirty Mike," an approving Ilya Samsonov smiled, speaking before 
cameras Sunday. 

"Like Brad Marchand do it, yeah? It's same thing." 

The heart-on-his-sleeve winger is beloved in Toronto Maple Leafs 
quarters and despised down the hall. 

As for the officials? They’re suspicious. 

“He likes to dive and embellish,” Oilers winger Evander Kane charged 
Saturday night, post-loss. “You want to get that out of the game, but they 
prevent guys from the consequences of those actions.  

“Fighting is a great deterrent for those type of players and actions. It just 
prevents guys from having to answer the bell like. He’s a perfect example 
of that.”  

Maple Leafs teammate Mitch Marner watched the nonsense with Kane 
unfold: “I think Bunts did a good job of keeping his cool, but I don’t know 
what you want him to do at the end of that. He kept his cool all the way till 
the very end, and I think eventually everyone’s gonna snap on that kinda 
thing.” 

Bunting suffered more abuse from Kane than vice versa Saturday. He 
was involved in a pair of saw-off conflicts, going to the box but taking a 
man with him. Once he got dinged with an embellishment minor, and he 
was fined $2,000 in February 2022 for the same crime. 

Bunting no doubt caught wind of Kane’s verbal wrath elected not to fire 
back when speaking to reporters after Sunday’s practice. 

“I don’t really care, to be honest. I’m not going to lose sleep over it. Yeah, 
just made a few comments, but I’m not really the type to bring it to the 
media. So, I’m just going to leave it at that,” Bunting said. 

“I play every shift hard.” 

If Bunting’s antics can spark retaliation, if he can absorb abuse and throw 
the NHL’s third-best power-play on the ice, he’s serving the Leafs well. 

Bunting’s 37 drawn penalties are the second most league-wide, to Oilers 
captain Connor McDavid’s 39. 

The problem is, McDavid is a net plus-25 in drawn penalties, while 
Bunting has committed 33 infractions of his own and is only net plus-4. 

Last season, Bunting was getting more leeway from the stripes. He was 
top five in drawn penalties and a net plus-13. 

For better or worse, the man has a rep. 

Toronto coach Sheldon Keefe hates killing off ill-advised minor penalties, 
but loves to see emotion bubbling in the top of his lineup. 

“It’s being right on that line,” Keefe said. 

Cookie Time 

Following Saturday’s entertaining win, Keefe was asked a question about 
Marner’s magic and the Maple Leafs stars coming through. 

Unprompted, the coach wanted to shift the conversation to the depths of 
his lineup. 

“Noel Acciari was unbelievable in all regards of the game,” Keefe said, 
switching topics and spreading the love to his bottom-six forward. 

He’s bang-on. 

Acciari was by no means the headliner in February’s Ryan O’Reilly 
blockbuster trade with the St. Louis Blues, but he’s been a breath of fresh 
air for a fourth line desperate for an identity. 

“He’s great. All of us really love Cookie ever since he got here. He’s 
really blended with the team nicely. A guy that plays so hard every night. 
Doesn’t matter what the situation is, he just gives it his all. Just the 
physicality he brings to our team has been incredible. He’s changed 
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games and changed momentum by throwing the body, laying a couple 
big hits. Kinda getting us to wake up a little bit,” Auston Matthews raves.  

“He’s a bulldog out there. He hits hard, too.” 

Acciari got rewarded with a pair of goals Saturday and already has three 
with his new club. Goalie Ilya Samsonov handed him the player-of-the-
game belt following the 7-4 win. 

While Acciari’s ice time (13:18) has dipped form where it was in St. Louis, 
he’s won most of his faceoffs, has a positive takeaway-to-giveaway ratio 
(6-2), and is averaging 3.5 hits per game as a Leaf. 

“Just a beast,” Marner says. “I knew it playing against him for a while. 
He’s a hard guy to play against. He’s not afraid to finish any check. He’s 
hungry on pucks. He’s a guy who has really meshed in quickly with this 
group and has been a great acquisition.” 

The Maple Leafs have been undone in playoffs past because their fourth 
line either couldn’t be used enough or contributed little when called upon. 

Edgy and strong, Acciari has immediately become a “very important” 
player in Toronto, giving hope for a more meaningful fourth-line 
contribution when the Leafs face Tampa. 

“He’s just a gamer who does whatever it takes to win,” Keefe says. 

“He’s made plays, he’s generated shots, he’s getting behind defenders, 
he’s taking the puck to the net. He’s doing things that show a great 
capacity for us, lower in our lineup, to be able to play against anybody. A 
guy who’s no fun to compete against and can chip in for us offensively.” 

Can we clone T.J. Brodie? 

Keefe wants a shutdown pairing in the mould of last spring’s trusted Jake 
Muzzin–T.J. Brodie duo. 

To that end, the coach is enthused by what he’s seen from recently 
acquired Jake McCabe to the left of Brodie, and they got a healthy dose 
of McDavid’s top line Saturday. 

Brodie makes every defensive partner better. He’s consistent, smart, 
easy to read, and adverse to risk. 

“Playing with Brodes, he’s such a steady presence for myself with a new 
team,” McCabe says. 

As much as Keefe likes the chemistry, poise, and toughness of this all-
defence unit, he still has the thought to tinker. 

“I would think at some point you’ll see some things moving around there,” 
the coach conceded Saturday. 

That point could arrive as early as Monday, with McCabe skating 
alongside Justin Holl at practice and Brodie returning to Morgan Rielly’s 
right. 

It’s a more balanced look, and one that should assist Rielly. 

The offensive-minded cornerstone of Toronto’s D corps is a minus-4 on a 
club plus a plus-48 goal differential. Reilly has gone through more 
partners this season than a polygamist, and it’s no secret he performs 
best when linked with a security blanket like Brodie. 

The question now becomes: Can McCabe help elevate Holl? 

Tavares fined 

Post-game, centre John Tavares chalked up the feistiness of Saturday’s 
36-penalty-minute affair to a couple of good teams fighting for ice and 
standings points. 

Heat-of-the-moment stuff. 

But an uncharacteristically nasty retaliatory slash to the hand of 
Edmonton defenceman Vincent Desharnais earned the Leafs captain a 
$5,000 fine Sunday morning. 

“I have to be better in that scenario, control your emotions better. That's 
on me, and I understood it,” Tavares told reporters, accepting his 
punishment. 

“I'm better than that, and I learn from it.” 

One-Timers: Monday’s opponent, the Buffalo Sabres, are scrapping for 
their playoff lives. Beset with injuries, the Sabres have dropped four 
consecutive games and have slipped seven points out of a wild-card 
spot. … Defencemen Rasmus Dahlin is day-to-day with an upper-body 
injury while Mattias Samuelsson is week-to-week with an upper-body 
injury. Goalie Eric Comrie is week-to-week with a lower-body injury. … 
With Leafs netminder Ilya Samsonov feeling less than 100 per cent, Matt 
Murray gets the start for Toronto. He hasn’t finished a game with a save 
percentage above .885 since his stellar work against Nashville on Jan. 
11. … Forward Alex Steeves was called back up by the Leafs, and 
winger Wayne Simmonds continues to skate with the big club. 
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TSN.CA / Maple Leafs captain Tavares on feisty Bunting: 'We love him' 

 

Mark Masters 

 

Evander Kane and Michael Bunting received double minors for roughing 
in the third period on Saturday. Kane continued to take shots at Bunting 
after the game.  

"He likes to dive and embellish," the Oilers winger told reporters following 
Toronto's 7-4 win. "You want to get that out of the game but they 
[officials] prevent guys from the consequences of those actions. A lot of 
the time they get in the way, sometimes, the refs. I think fighting is a 
great deterrent to those type of players and action and it just prevents 
guys from having to answer the bell and he's a perfect example of that." 

Bunting's response?  

"I don't really care, to be honest," the Leafs winger said with a smile. "I'm 
not going to lose sleep over it. Yeah, [he] made a few comments, but I'm 
not really the type to bring it to the media. So, I'm just going to leave it at 
that." 

"Bunts is just trying to play hard," said captain John Tavares. "Obviously, 
[Kane] has his own opinion, but I think Bunts is trying to play hard and be 
on the fine line. He plays with a lot of emotion. We love him. We think 
he's a great teammate and that's all I really have to say about it."  

Before butting heads with Kane, Bunting received an embellishment 
penalty in the second period on the same play that Ryan McLeod was 
whistled for interference.  

"I just went to forecheck and he got in my way and he hit me," said 
Bunting, who was fined for embellishment last season. "But, you know 
what, it's the refs call and you just gotta keep playing." 

Bunting, meanwhile, blamed Kane for starting the wrestling match that 
led to the roughing penalties.   

"I was breaking out and he got in my way and kind of held me all the way 
down," Bunting said. "I just tried to get to the net because I knew we 
were on the power play so I wanted to get to my position and the rest 
unfolded." 

Bunting trailed off. Is he holding back because he doesn't want to risk 
angering officials or the league?  

"Nope," he said quickly. "I've got nothing to say so moving on from that." 
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As for the idea that the referees are shielding him from a fight?  

"If it comes to fighting, it comes to fighting," said Bunting, who hasn't 
dropped the gloves since his time in the American Hockey League in 
2019. "I'm not against fighting. I still think it's part of our game and it's 
going to be for a while. You just have to protect yourself and be 
competitive every single shift and that's what I try to do." 

Bunting is an expert agitator. It's always been part of his game. Last 
season, he drew 45 penalties and took 32. This year, though, his penalty 
differential is only plus-four. He's second in drawn penalties (37) but also 
third in penalties taken (33).  

"I play on the line and I can get over it a little bit," the 27-year-old from 
Scarborough, Ont. acknowledges. "I've been trying to focus on not 
putting the team short-handed and obviously both penalties last night 
[resulted in a] 4-on-4 so I feel like I didn't really hurt the team." 

Bunting actually came out ahead on the penalty ledger by drawing a 
high-sticking call on Darnell Nurse.   

In the 10 games prior to Saturday, Bunting only took one penalty.   

"I try to be disciplined out there, but also play on that line, because that's 
my game," he continued. "That's my game: to be competitive every single 
shift. I want to bring that because if I don't, I'm off my game." 

At times this season, Bunting has shown disdain for the officials over 
what he considered to be missed calls. But on Saturday, he didn't really 
protest after the embellishment penalty.  

"I try not to let things bug me right now," he said. "I'm moving on from it." 

It's not easy for Bunting to find the right balance in his game at the 
moment and coach Sheldon Keefe recently said the contract-year winger 
was dealing with a "mental block." As a result, Bunting was demoted off 
the top line with Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner during the recent 
road trip.  

"I've just felt that line needed change," Keefe explained on Saturday 
morning. "Bunts, to me, his ability to make plays, in particular coming out 
of our end through the neutral zone, hasn't been at the same level as it 
has been when he's at his best. Things tend to snowball and frustration 
sets in, both with he and his linemates, as plays get stalled and they can't 
get going and sometimes guys need a little bit of a break from each 
other." 

After scoring on Tuesday in New Jersey, Bunting was on a line with 
Tavares for Saturday's game and remained with Tavares and William 
Nylander at Sunday's practice.  

"I'm trying to get my rhythm going again," he said. "Be competitive every 
night and get to my spots I excel at and get to the front of the net and 
compete. It's going to be game by game and I'm looking forward to 
getting this all back and putting this behind me." 

Bunting on Kane calling him a diver: 'I don't really care' The Leafs beat 
the Oilers on Saturday night in an intense game that lived up to the hype. 
The emotions carried over into the post-game media session, with 
Evander Kane calling Michael Bunting a diver and lamenting the fact that 
referees prevent fights with those types of players. Mark Masters has 
more. 

Saturday's game between the top two teams in Canada featured plenty 
of intensity. In the second period, Tavares got into it with Vincent 
Desharnais. The Oilers defenceman cross-checked Tavares in front of 
the net and the centre responded with a hack to the hands. Both players 
went to the box.  

On Sunday, the department of player safety fined Tavares $5,000, the 
most allowed by the collective bargaining agreement, for the slash.  

"Heat of the moment," Tavares said. "Just have to control your emotions 
better in that situation, regardless of what I may feel or something going 
on that I don't like. I'm better than that and I learn from it ... Obviously, I 

got to be better in that scenario, controlling [my] emotions better, so that's 
on me." 

However, Keefe didn't mind the play.  

"You want to see guys be disciplined, especially in a game like that, and 
maintain their composure and yet at times emotions are high," the coach 
said. "On the top players, in particular, a lot of players take a lot of 
liberties on them and, especially in tight games, it seems not much of it 
gets called. Sometimes players have to take it into their own hands in 
cases like that and stand up for themselves and, for that reason, I have 
no problem with it. I have no concerns about John's ability to keep his 
composure at key times and not cross the line." 

Tavares fined for slashing Desharnais: 'I'm better than that' Leafs captain 
John Tavares talks about his fine that he received for his slash on Oilers 
defenceman Vincent Desharnais and why he has to control his emotions 
better in those scenarios. Head coach Sheldon Keefe did praise him for 
his compete level and knows he can stay composed when needed. 

General manager Kyle Dubas made adding competitive players a focus 
during his deadline shopping period and, so far, Noel Acciari is delivering 
as advertised. The gritty forward, who was acquired from the St. Louis 
Blues along with Ryan O'Reilly on Feb. 17, scored twice and landed a 
game high five hits on Saturday.  

"A guy that just plays so hard every night," raved Matthews. "It doesn't 
matter what the situation is, he gives it his all. Just the physicality that he 
brings to our team has been incredible. He's changed games and 
changed momentum with just laying the body, throwing a couple big hits 
and getting us to wake up a little bit. He's a bulldog out there." 

Acciari received the player-of-the-game belt in the dressing room 
following Saturday's win. The man nicknamed "Cookie" because of his 
love for the snack is emerging as a monster in the Leafs bottom six. He 
leads the team with 35 hits in the 10 games since joining Toronto.  

"He was a beast last night," said Bunting. "He's a beast every night since 
he's been here. He's strong. He's physical. He has that scoring touch and 
he showed it last night." 

'Cookie' Acciari is emerging as a monster for the Leafs On a showcase 
Saturday night, Noel Acciari scored the bookend goals and received 
Toronto's player-of-the-game belt. The gritty forward fired seven shots on 
net and lay a game high five hits while also drawing a key penalty in the 
third period. Nicknamed "Cookie" because of his love for the snack, 
Acciari is emerging as a monster up front for the Leafs. "He's a bulldog 
out there," said Auston Matthews. "He hits hard and he's just in good 
spots constantly." 

Marner leads the NHL in takeaways this season and showed off that skill 
with two steals in the second period on Saturday. With Toronto down 3-1, 
a forechecking Marner picked off a McLeod pass in the slot.  

"I just tried to put pressure on," the all-star right winger said. "I realized it 
was a forward so just tried to make him feel uncomfortable and read the 
play." 

Moments later, Marner knocked down a Desharnais pass before 
springing Nylander for the game-tying goal.  

"If you are on the other side, you certainly say it's a bad turnover, but I 
don't believe those things happen by accident," Keefe said. "In some 
cases, Mitch, when he is approaching, he doesn't come in straight lines. 
He comes at angles. He may fake it himself and that might, in some 
cases, confuse a player who will talk himself out of option A and move to 
option B and then things go bad." 

Marner seems to be getting better and better at this as he moves into the 
prime of his career. Marner is registering 3.83 takeaways per 60 minutes, 
which is up from 2.87 last season.  

"He's just so smart," said Matthews. "When you're a high-end player like 
that you kind of think about what the other players are anticipating really 
well ... He's very sneaky." 
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Matthews also pointed out Marner's elite edges help him outwit the 
opposition.  

Marner traces the talent back to his childhood.  

"I trained a lot for it when I was a kid," he revealed. "Just trying to be 
good with my stick and always have it on the ice. Just trying to read 
people and let my instincts kick in ... just trying to be hard on the puck 
and make it uncomfortable for people when I'm coming down on them."  

"It is a lot of instinct, but I think there are certainly tells," Keefe said. 
"Some players are able to pick up on those and process them quicker 
and better than others. Mitch is at the top end of that." 

'Very sneaky' Marner uses takeaway talent to spark Leafs comeback win 
The Maple Leafs praise Mitch Marner's takeaway ability and how he was 
able to spark the group with his two big plays that resulted in Leafs goals. 

Murray allowed three goals on the first nine shots on Saturday as the 
Oilers built an early lead.  

"I felt better as the game went on," the 28-year-old said. "I didn't feel 
great in the first period timing-wise, but as the game went on I settled in 
and felt pretty good."  

The third goal came off the stick of Connor McDavid, who beat Murray 
with a five-hole shot even though the goalie was ready for it. 

"I've noticed he's been going five hole a lot this year," Murray said. "You 
just try to be as patient as you can there. It's one of those plays where 
just with his speed and his skill he's able to create space for himself and 
come right down the slot. It's kind of a patience game at that point. You 
just try and hold your patience. A guy like that, he makes a good play and 
puts it five hole. Yeah, it's a good player making a good play."  

Murray will get the start again on Monday with the Buffalo Sabres in 
town.  

"There are a couple of things at play," Keefe explained. "There is a lot of 
hockey this week. Both goalies are going to play. But I do think it is 
important for Matt to get a little bit more consistency in the net rather than 
large gaps between starts." 

Murray has played twice, the last two Saturdays, since returning from an 
ankle injury.  

"Maybe it is influenced by the fact that I thought he got better throughout 
the game last night," Keefe said of the decision on Monday's starter. 
"There is that." 

Murray finished the night with 22 saves on 26 shots while picking up his 
first win since Jan. 11.  

Murray worked out with goalie coach Curtis Sanford on Sunday, but 
didn't stay out for the main practice.  

"Our goalie ice is really key," he said. "It's something we do every day 
and that's something that's really important for staying sharp. That way 
you can get more game-like reps. In practice it's all just kind of down the 
pipe so that goalie ice is extremely important." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Murray gets chance to build momentum on Monday 
After allowing four goals on 26 shots in Saturday's win, Matt Murray will 
get right back in on Monday when the Leafs host the Sabres. "There is a 
lot of hockey this week," noted Sheldon Keefe. "Both goalies are going to 
play. But I do think it is important for Matt to get a little bit more 
consistency in the net rather than large gaps between starts." The coach 
also revealed that Ilya Samsonov "is not quite at 100 per cent right now." 

Ilya Samsonov last played on Tuesday in New Jersey against the Devils 
and projects to get back in soon. The Leafs also have games on 
Wednesday (vs. the Colorado Avalanche), Friday (vs. the Carolina 
Hurricanes) and Saturday (at the Ottawa Senators).  

"We are going to use both guys," Keefe promised. "Sammy is not quite at 
100 per cent right now, either. It just makes a little more sense for me to 

give him a little more time and give Murray some more consistency in the 
net." 

Samsonov seemed fine during Sunday's practice and was one of the last 
players on the ice. 

"Playoff is coming," he noted. "This more important time. How you 
prepare for playoff is really important, what you doing in the practice, 
maybe what you eat ... You try to get more clean food. Everything. More 
mental. It's hard to do if you, like, not doing great before the playoff, you 
don't know change in one day. It's not working like that. You have to 
prepare for this time." 

Luke Schenn and his wife welcomed their third child on Friday in 
Vancouver. The defenceman, who has been skating on his own the last 
week, is expected to rejoin the team soon, Keefe said.  
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TSN.CA / Huberdeau shifting back to natural position as Flames fight for 
their playoff lives 

 

Salim Valji 

 

As his team fights for its playoff life, Calgary Flames star Jonathan 
Huberdeau is going back to the position he set an NHL record playing at. 

The Flames (29-24-13, 71 points and fourth in the Western Conference 
wild card race) host the Ottawa Senators on TSN5 at 9 p.m. ET/7 p.m. 
MT, and for the first time since late December, Huberdeau will play at left 
wing. Last season with the Florida Panthers, he had 115 points, the 
most-ever recorded in league history by a left winger. After early season 
struggles, head coach Darryl Sutter switched Huberdeau to his off-wing 
in late-December. Now, Huberdeau is on the left side on a trio with 
Nazem Kadri and Dillon Dube.  

From the start of the season until Dec. 27, Huberdeau was on the left 
side. In those 33 games, he had 24 points and was +3. He was switched 
to the right side starting Dec. 28, Since then, he has 18 points in 30 
games and is -10.  

“It was really nice to be back. When you see the ice for like 10-plus years 
on the left it’s different to get on the right,” Huberdeau said after 
Saturday’s practice. 

It’s clear he feels far more comfortable in the position he’s played for 
most of his hockey career. 

“I’ve always played left wing,” he continued. “It just makes sense. I like to 
open up my hips so I can see the ice way more than when I’m on my 
backhand. I feel I close my shoulder and I can’t see the ice as much.” 

Sutter said the switch was due to both Huberdeau’s lack of production 
and making room for rookie Jakob Pelletier. 

“We brought up Jakob Pelletier,” he said.  

“We wanted to get him in where we could find a good spot for him. If you 
look, there was a spike in Huberdeau’s game when we put Pelletier with 
him…The bottom line is, Naz and Johnny can play together. So if you 
just do it, obviously everybody just  looks at goals, assists, and points, 
but when those guys get you a goal, assist, or point, we have a better 
record than when they don’t.” 

Sutter went on to downplay the switch, adding that he doesn’t think “it 
makes much difference what position he plays. It’s more, the whole game 
for him.” 

Huberdeau flipping between the left- and right- side is the latest chapter 
in a difficult first season in Calgary. He has not come close to the 
production he had in Florida and is on pace for 53 points, which would be 
his lowest full-season total since his 2013-14 sophomore campaign when 
he had 28 points in 69 games. He is playing 16:52 per game, his fewest 
minutes since the 2014-15 season, and over two-and-a-half minutes less 
than last season. Huberdeau left the bench during the Oct. 29 game 
versus the Edmonton Oilers. When asked about it afterwards, Sutter said 
he thought the winger “had to go take a sh*t.” On Feb. 16, Huberdeau’s 
agent Alan Walsh tweeted that “negativity sucks the joy right out of 
players” and tagged the team account. 

Despite the struggles, Huberdeau has been a public face for the 
franchise, played a big role in Pelletier’s development, and been involved 
in the Calgary community.  

His eight-year, $84 million extension, the richest contract in Flames 
franchise history, starts next season. 
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