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Hurricanes’ Andrei Svechnikov out indefinitely because of knee injury 
By Chip Alexander 

Carolina Hurricanes right wing Andrei Svechnikov (37) is 
congratulated by center Martin Necas (88) after his goal 
against the Philadelphia Flyers during the first period at PNC 
Arena. USA TODAY Sports  

The Carolina Hurricanes will be without All-Star forward 
Andrei Svechnikov indefinitely because of a knee injury, the 
team announced Monday night. 

Don Waddell, the Canes’ president and general manager, 
said Svechnikov underwent an MRI on Monday and 
consulted with team doctors. 

“In the interest of being thorough, we are continuing to gather 
information along with Andrei to make the best decision for 
his health,” Waddell said in a statement. 

Svechnikov, 22, injured his right knee Saturday against the 
Vegas Golden Knights after checking the Knights’ Alec 
Martinez. He left the game in the second period but later 
returned and played in the third as the Canes lost 4-0. 

Svechnikov is tied for second in points for the Canes this 
season with 55, scoring 23 goals and adding 32 assists. He 
represented the Hurricanes in the 2023 NHL All-Star Game, 
winning the fastest skater competition in his first All-Star 
appearance. 

With Svechnikov out, the Canes on Monday recalled forward 
Jack Drury from the Chicago Wolves of the AHL. 

The Canes, battling the New Jersey Devils for the 
Metropolitan Division lead, have had Svechnikov, 
defenseman Jalen Chatfield and goalie Antti Raanta recently 
go out with injuries.  

Forward Max Pacioretty, obtained in the offseason, suffered 
a torn Achilles tendon before preseason camp, recovered to 
play five games for the Canes, then sustained a second tear 
that ended his season. 

Svechnikov’s older brother, Evgeny, tore his right ACL in a 
2018 preseason game while playing for the Detroit Red 
Wings. He’s now with the San Jose Sharks. 
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What happens when a top NHL coach takes the helm of a Pee Wee team? 
By Joe Smith 

RALEIGH, N.C. – Rod Brind’Amour props open the bench 
door, leans over the ice and yells: 

“Hunt it, Brooks! Hunt for it.” 

Brind’Amour, the head coach of the Carolina Hurricanes, is 
at a near-empty Polar Ice rink a little north of downtown. 
Brooks is his 11-year-old son, playing for the 11-and-under 
Junior Canes. And he’s skating hard on the forecheck, 
fighting for the puck. Brooks, the youngest and smallest 
player on the team, wears No. 17, just like his father. One of 
his linemates is Jagger Burns, 11, son of current Hurricanes 
defenseman Brent Burns. 

Brind’Amour may be the most decorated assistant coach for 
a youth hockey team in the country. And the guy next to him 
in flip flops and a black Hurricanes jumpsuit, retired Kings 
and Hurricanes winger Justin Williams, might be a close 
second. 

But on days like this, Williams says, “we’re just dads.” 

Brind’Amour, 52, has just returned from the NHL All-Star 
Game in South Florida. One day, he was offering instruction 
to superstars Sidney Crosby and Alex Ovechkin. A couple of 
days later, he is teaching hockey fundamentals to a team 
that includes Brooks, Jagger and Williams’ 11-year-old 
daughter, Jade. 

“They don’t have any clue I’m the coach of the Hurricanes,” 
Brind’Amour says. “It’s funny. I’m just Brooks’ dad.” 

And like dads everywhere, oftentimes when he tells the kids 
something, “I’ll get a little roll of the eyes,” he says. “I don’t 
get that from my (NHL) guys. I get it from the 11-year-olds, 
like, ‘You don’t know what you’re talking about.’” 

Of course, he does. Brind’Amour is one of the best coaches 
in the NHL (he was coach of the year in 2021) and his 
playing career is considered by some Hall of Fame-worthy. 
He’s currently leading a Hurricanes team primed for a run at 
the Stanley Cup. 

But if you ask him what brings him the most joy, the most 
fulfillment, it’s coaching these kids. 

His nights behind the NHL bench are his job, his livelihood, 
his identity. His nights with his son’s team are his sanctuary. 

On this particular Wednesday, Brind’Amour’s Junior Canes 
are taking on a team that’s the next age group up, and 
they’re down 5-2 entering the third period. At the second 
intermission, Brind’Amour, in a black jacket, cap and shorts, 
stands on the bench and props his left foot on the boards to 
address the group. 

“These guys are a little bigger and a little faster,” he tells 
them. “But the puck can move fast for you too if you stick 
with it. Let’s see how quick we can move the puck. 

“Let’s go!” 

They gather in a circle, put their hands in, and along with 
Brind’Amour, chant: 

“Canes on three! 1-2-3 Canes!” 

Brind’Amour had planned to arrive at the Junior Canes 
practice right before the 5:15 p.m. start. 

“Busy day,” he says. 

Now, here he is, a half-hour beforehand, diving into the back 
of his black Sierra pickup truck to grab his gear. 

There are a few constants in Brind’Amour’s routine, from 6 
a.m. wakeups to daily workouts to … 

“He’s never late,” his wife, Amy, says. 

Brind’Amour grabs a scuffed-up Easton stick, slings a black 
equipment bag over his shoulder and walks into Polar Ice. 
It’s the same gear Brind’Amour used to tutor his oldest son, 
Skyler, who’s now a senior at Quinnipiac. 

“Same bag for 20 years,” he says, smiling. “Just keep it in 
the back of my truck.” 

Brind’Amour’s walk into the rink brings back memories. This 
was the Hurricanes practice facility back in January 2000 
when he was traded from Philadelphia. One day, he was an 
All-Star in Philly, the next he was sharing the showers and 
facilities with beer leaguers in North Carolina. 

“I was like, ‘What’s going on here?’” Brind’Amour says, 
laughing. “That’s all they had. It’s crazy.” 

Did he ever envision still being here when he arrived just 
over two decades ago? 

“No chance,” Brind’Amour says. “It was, ‘How fast can I get 
out?’ Then you start meeting all these people involved with 
the team. It’s like, ‘Wait a minute. This is way different than 
I’m used to.’ The team started bringing in really good people. 
This was fun to be around.” 

The first few months Brind’Amour was here, he’d ask people 
around town, “Where do the Hurricanes play?” They’d reply, 
“‘Who are they?” 

“If I said in Philly, ‘Where do the Flyers play?'” he says, “they 
would have been like, ‘What?!'” 

It’s also the city where he met Amy. She was the daughter of 
former college basketball coach Eddie Biedenbach 
(Davidson, University of North Carolina at Asheville). They 
met on a blind date late in Brind’Amour’s playing career. 

They had lunch at a spot right by the Hurricanes practice 
rink. Both drove separately. Brind’Amour had gone through a 
public divorce, and Amy had just emerged from a four-year 
relationship. They were hedging their bets. 
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Brind’Amour had long, black, slicked back hair. He was 
pretty quiet. 

“What do you do for a living?” she asked. 

“I play hockey,” he said. 

“Like, what’s your job?” she responded. 

“Yeah, that’s my job,” he deadpanned. 

Amy had to Google him. As she re-tells the story, Rod jumps 
in. 

“You played it up like you had no idea,” Brind’Amour cracks. 

After they had been on two dates, though, Amy says: “I was 
driving down US1 on a weekend, and there’s this huge 
billboard with him holding the Stanley Cup. I called him: ‘Oh 
my God, you’re on a billboard.’ He’s like, ‘Yeah, it’s been up 
for a year.'” 

Hoisting hockey’s holy grail in 2006 was the best moment of 
his life and is still the most iconic moment in Hurricanes 
franchise history. It’s a feeling Brind’Amour desperately 
wants his current players to know. Here. In Raleigh. 

“I can’t imagine being anywhere else,” Brind’Amour says. 
“This is home.” 

Brind’Amour will spend three straight nights at Polar Ice 
during this early-February Hurricanes bye week. On 
Tuesday, there’s a regular practice. Wednesday is more of a 
scrimmage. Thursday is a skills practice, which includes a 
little gym workout (which Brind’Amour participates in), a 
video session (which Brind’Amour runs) and on-ice drills. 

“You’d be surprised how much is the same,” Brind’Amour 
says. “This is the age where we start putting it in. The 
forecheck is the exact same. There’s less detail, very basic, 
same as D-zone. It’s the same principles. Hockey is hockey. 
There’s one way to do it, in my opinion. 

“At this age, they’re a little too young to really grasp it. 
Unless you do it over and over and over, they never grasp it. 
But a year or two from now, you start seeing it, when they’re 
13, 14.” 

With that, Brind’Amour disappears into the locker room. Time 
to get ready. 

Kids are popping on their shoulder pads, tying their skates. 
There’s no real pep talk. The biggest task is helping with 
equipment. The team’s head coach, Cody Staves, and 
assistant Ron Koss — a Purple Heart veteran with a tour in 
Iraq — are already in their black team sweatsuits. 

Staves says he got a voicemail out of the blue from 
Brind’Amour a couple of years ago. 

“Hey, it’s Rod,” he says. “I’d like to help. Just give me a call.” 

Brind’Amour had helped coach Skyler and wanted to do the 
same with Brooks. Staves didn’t expect him to be this active, 
though. Brind’Amour is always available via phone if there 
are any questions or advice needed. He watches their 
games and practices online if he can’t make it in person. On 
Thursdays, Brind’Amour is in the gym with the kids — mostly 
overseeing stretching and bodyweight drills, nothing crazy — 

and runs the video session. He’ll typically use his Hurricanes 
games as a reference point. 

“One time, they showed my dad on the Sharks, and he was 
just getting dominated by the Canes — it was so awful,” 
jokes Jagger Burns. 

Jagger says Brind’Amour-run practices are a lot more 
advanced than what he experienced in Northern California. 

“Coach Rod is so smart,” Jagger says. “The day we got 
traded (to Carolina), my dad had a meeting. After the 
meeting, he showed me a picture. I didn’t know it was 
(Brind’Amour). I’m like, ‘That guy is ripped.’ He’s like, ‘That’s 
your coach.'” 

There’s not a lot of screaming by Brind’Amour. No whistles. 
Most of the time is spent in one-on-one conversations, where 
Brind’Amour skates up to a kid, puts his hand on their 
shoulder and repeats an instruction. It’s harder to coach the 
kids than NHLers, Brind’Amour says, but it’s fun to see the 
enjoyment. If they score in practice, it’s like it’s in Game 7. 

“You get bigger gains from the little guys,” Brind’Amour says. 
“It’s a rewarding job. It’s like you’re a teacher. They’re not 
doing it for financial reasons. They love the job. That’s 
coaching, really. 

“This is not work. The big job (in the NHL) becomes work 
some days. Taking a red-eye home from Anaheim after a 
loss, it’s like, ‘This is not fun. I don’t want to be doing this.’ 
The good far outweighs the bad with this job that’s for sure.” 

Brind’Amour’s dad, Bob, coached him until he was 15. Bob 
Brind’Amour was a pipefitter at the local mill in the town of 
Prince Rupert, British Columbia (population 12,000). Rod 
vividly remembers his father waking up at 6 a.m., putting on 
overalls and going to a job he hated. “It made me not want to 
do that,” Rod says. After work, Bob got home, put on his 
skates and helped his son at his game. He emphasized hard 
work. 

Bob put his son on defense. There were barely enough 
players to fill a team, much less a good blue line. 

“I was like, ‘No way,'” Brind’Amour recalls. “How am I going 
to be like Gretzky if I’m on D?’ He’s like, ‘Shut your mouth. 
You’re going to play D. You’ll play half the game.’ 

“It was one of the best things to happen to me. I learned the 
game from a different perspective for when I went back to 
center. I wish I would have played defenseman all the way. 
My mind worked better that way, seeing everything. 
Obviously, it worked out OK.” 

Brind’Amour won two Selke Trophies as the league’s best 
defensive forward in what could end up being a Hall of Fame 
career. But while he’s on the ice for Tuesday’s practice, he 
isn’t getting the most attention. 

That goes to the Hurricanes’ mascot, Stormy, there to do a 
promotional shoot for the Feb. 18 Stadium Series game in 
Raleigh. Players from the 10-year-old team, which is waiting 
to go on the ice, bang the glass and yell “STORMY!” as the 
furry figure does on-ice drills with the kids. 

“They’re more excited for a mascot,” one dad quips. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 14, 2023 

 

Up in the stands, a few moms watch. Krista Kyle says her 
family moved from Massachusetts and was surprised to find 
out Brind’Amour was one of the coaches for her son Tyler’s 
team. The moment Tyler saw Brind’Amour, he told her, 
“Wait, I’ve seen him on TV.” 

“Tyler respects him so much, he wouldn’t joke with him,” 
Krista says. “There’s too much riding on it. He wants his 
approval. He wants to skate hard and play well.” 

Walk up to Brind’Amour’s two-story, four-bedroom North 
Raleigh home, and there’s a hockey goal in the driveway. A 
protective net behind it. A few pucks laying around. 

Loud barks from the family’s 4-year-old brown Lab, Bodie, 
serve as the doorbell. 

A ball in his mouth, the furry 75-pounder just wants to play. 

“A little too friendly,” Brind’Amour jokes. 

Brooks, wearing a Canes “Bunch of Jerks” hat backwards, 
has just gotten home from school, with his father picking him 
up. On most days, Brind’Amour hits baseballs or golf balls in 
the backyard with his son (he’s also an assistant coach on 
his summer baseball team). But they’re in a bit of a rush 
before leaving for practice on this night. 

So Brind’Amour heads to the stove and makes Brooks a 
grilled cheese for some pre-scrimmage fuel. 

Brooks scarfs the sandwich and packs into the family’s white 
Ford Expedition for the daily carpool to the rink. Brooks’ team 
will face an older team (Under-12s) in a scrimmage. 

The Expedition pulls up to the rink, and Brooks puts his bag 
of gear over his shoulder. 

His father does the same. 

“You ready, Brooksie?” Jagger says in greeting. 

“Yep,” Brooks replies, and then heads to the locker room. 

As Brind’Amour enters the building, he stands by the glass 
and stares at the empty rink. In the NHL, he’s known for his 
emotional, motivating speeches. But he isn’t one to give a lot 
of pep talks to 11-year-olds. 

Williams sat next to Brind’Amour in the Hurricanes dressing 
room as a teammate for six years, then played for him for 
several more. The retired center says when Brind’Amour 
speaks to people, you can feel the emotion. He’ll talk to the 
kids, but the message, the lessons, carry a different tone. 

“You teach 11 year olds about discipline, how to play the 
game, how you win and how you lose, it’s almost like life as 
well,” Williams says. “To have a good attitude, bad attitude, 
that’s what coaches look for. There’s so many things you can 
learn in every sport. Really hockey, it teaches you a lot of 
things. He’ll tell them to ‘stay with it’ and teaches them how 
to be good hockey players — and people.” 

Brind’Amour says he always wanted to coach. When he was 
an assistant with the Hurricanes, he told management he’d 
love to coach their AHL affiliate in Charlotte, but the gig was 
taken. Brind’Amour even reached out to his alma mater, 
Michigan State, to put his name in for its head coaching job 
when it was vacant. The Spartans turned him down, saying 
he hadn’t completed his degree, so he’d be out of the 
running. 

“At that point, it’s like, ‘Will it ever happen?'” says close friend 
Wilson Hoyle. “But it ended up the best thing that happened 
to him. To the Hurricanes. To these kids.” 

Brind’Amour says if he had gotten the Michigan State job, 
he’d probably still be there. And loving it. But he’d also still 
be coaching Brooks. On Wednesday, there’s one minute 
when Brind’Amour is helping Brooks tape his stick. Later, 
he’s yelling from the bench about where to go on the ice, 
where the defenders are. When the team scores after 
consistent pressure on the net, Brind’Amour turns to Brooks 
and his teammates. 

“See how they ambush them?” he says. “Go to the net.” 

The kids nod. 

“I’ve had all these kids for a few years,” Brind’Amour says. 
“You keep telling them something and then, all of a sudden, 
it clicks. Then they never do it wrong again. Those are the 
cool moments.” 

Brind’Amour’s second intermission speech doesn’t make for 
a crazy comeback, and the Junior Canes lose by three goals. 
But the kids are having fun. They’ll be back the next night for 
a skills-related practice. They will be in the gym and then 
watch video. 

Brind’Amour will be there too, leading the way. 

As he waits for Brooks, he hears a familiar voice. It’s Jagger. 

“See you Coach Rod!” 
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Hurricanes’ Andrei Svechnikov out indefinitely with right knee injury: How Carolina adjusts 
its lineup 
By Shayna Goldman and The Athletic Staff 

Carolina Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov is out 
indefinitely with a right knee injury, the team announced 
Monday. Here’s what you need to know: 

 Svechnikov suffered the injury on March 11 against 
the Vegas Golden Knights. 

 Through 64 games played, Svechnikov has 23 
goals and 32 assists. 

 The Hurricanes are 43-14-8, sitting first in the 
Metropolitan Division. 

The Athletic’s instant analysis: 

Significance of Svechnikov’s injury 

Svechnikov is one of the biggest stars in Carolina, so losing 
him for any amount of time is crushing. With the Hurricanes, 
the talk is always about how the team needs more oomph in 
the lineup — and now they’re going to be without a major 
source of it. Along with being one of the top scorers on this 
team, Svechnikov is one of the most influential players on 
the team’s offensive creation. At five-on-five, he helps boost 
the Canes’ shot and expected goal creation, along with their 
goal scoring, relative to his teammates. That’s going to be 
really tough to replace, especially with the makeup of this 
roster in mind. 

The Hurricanes are such a strong product of their systems, 
which has become their identity. Still, it helps to have 
legitimate stars headlining the lineup and players with 
finishing talent. Earlier this year, the team brought in Max 
Pacioretty for that exact reason and he was re-injured shortly 

after joining the team. So losing Svechnikov in addition only 
strains the team even more up front. — Goldman 

How the Hurricanes adjust their lineup 

Carolina has forward depth, though few reach the levels of 
skill that Svechnikov bring. It could lead to a greater chance 
for a newcomer like Jesse Puljujarvi, who drives play but 
hasn’t converted as often this season. There’s a top-six slot 
open that he could hold now that the Canes are down a 
pivotal forward, but that’s asking for a lot out of the player. 
No matter who moves up, it probably will be a player who is 
thrown into a role above their skill set. 

It just makes it all the more crushing that this didn’t happen 
pre-deadline when the team could have actually addressed 
considering some of the forwards available. — Goldman 

Backstory 

Svechnikov, 22, was selected at No. 2 in the 2018 NHL 
Draft. He has 112 goals and earned 152 assists (264 points) 
in 347 career NHL games with the Hurricanes. Svechnikov is 
second among Hurricanes players in points this season with 
55. 

What they’re saying 

Hurricanes president and general manager Don Waddell 
released a statement on Svechnikov’s injury. 

“Andrei had an MRI on Monday afternoon and had a 
consultation with our team doctors,” Waddell said. “In the 
interest of being thorough, we are continuing to gather 
information along with Andrei to make the best decision for 
his health.” 
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Hurricanes’ Andrei Svechnikov ‘out indefinitely’ with knee injury 
Carolina’s star winger was hurt during Saturday’s game 
against Vegas 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — The Hurricanes announced Monday evening 
that star forward Andrei Svechnikov is “out indefinitely” after 
suffering a right knee injury in Saturday’s game against the 
visiting Golden Knights. 

Svechnikov appeared to hurt his knee after hitting a rut in the 
PNC Arena ice during the second period of the 4-0 loss, then 
later was favoring it following a check on Golden Knights 
defenseman Alec Martinez. Svechnikov twice went to the 
locker room but returned and played the third period. He then 
missed Sunday’s game in New Jersey. 

“Andrei had an MRI on Monday afternoon, and had a 
consultation with our team doctors,” Hurricanes President 

and GM Don Waddell said in a press release. “In the interest 
of being thorough, we are continuing to gather information 
along with Andrei to make the best decision for his health. 
We will provide further information after a decision is made.” 

Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman reported the Hurricanes are 
seeking a second opinion but fear the injury could be a 
season-ending ACL tear. 
The 22-year-old Russian forward is among Carolina’s top 
point producers, ranking tied for second on the team in 
points this season (55) and third in goals (23). He won the 
Faster Skater competition at this year’s All-Star Weekend. 

The Hurricanes recalled Jack Drury from AHL Chicago 
earlier Monday. The rookie center had two assists in 21 
games earlier in the season with Carolina and 11 goals and 
24 points in 37 games with the Wolves.
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Preview: March 14 vs. Winnipeg 
Carolina aims to find offense after being shut out in back-to-
back games 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes will host their 
annual "Hockey Talks" game Tuesday, playing host to the 
Winnipeg Jets at PNC Arena 

When: Tuesday, March 14 

Puck Drop: 7 p.m. ET 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports + 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 43-14-8 (94 Points, 1st, Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 3-0 Loss to the New Jersey Devils on 
Sunday, March 12 

Jets Record: 38-26-3 (79 Points, 3rd, Central Division) 

Jets Last Game: 3-2 Win over the Tampa Bay Lightning on 
Sunday, March 12 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS THIS SEASON 

 Monday, November 21: The Canes score three 
times with the extra attacker on, forcing OT before 
falling to the Jets by a score of 4-3. 

NEWS & NOTES 

Last Time Out: For a second consecutive game (and day) 
the Canes were held off the scoreboard Sunday in New 
Jersey. Just 24 hours after being held goalless by the Vegas 
Golden Knights, Vitek Vanecek followed in the footsteps of 
Jonathan Quick and stopped everything thrown at him. 

Moving On: Sunday was just the fourth time this season that 
Carolina was held scoreless. The team is 1-1-1 in the game 
after being shut out this season, beating Edmonton by a 
score of 7-2 on November 10, losing in overtime to Boston, 
3-2 on November 25, and then held without a goal again in 
New Jersey this weekend. 

Svechnikov Out Indefinitely: Late Monday night the team 
announced that forward Andrei Svechnikov will be out 
indefinitely. The All-Star forward suffered a knee injury 
Saturday night against Vegas and did not play Sunday in 
New Jersey. He had an MRI and met with team doctors 
Monday, and the organization is in the process of collecting 
more information now. 

Welcome Back, Jack: Svechnikov's injury opened the door 
for the Canes to recall forward Jack Drury from the Chicago 
Wolves. After a 21-game stint with the NHL club earlier this 
season, the 23-year-old has posted 22 points in 29 games in 
the American Hockey League since being reassigned at the 
holiday break. 

In Net: Should the Canes stick to their every-other-game 
rotation between Pyotr Kochetkov and Frederik Andersen, 
Andersen would be in line to have the net tonight. The 33-
year-old veteran was on the unfortunate end of the shutout to 
Vegas, allowing three goals on 23 shots in the loss. Now 16-
7 on the season, Andersen has posted a .912 save 
percentage since he returned from a lower-body injury on 
January 12. 

Puljujarvi's Jump In The Lineup: Jesse Puljujarvi made his 
team debut Saturday night against Vegas, skating with Paul 
Stastny and Stefan Noesen. However, Svechnikov's injury 
thrust the team's new #13 to skating beside Sebastian Aho 
and Seth Jarvis Sunday in New Jersey. 

Get On Them Early: The Canes have scored first in a 
league-leading 41 games this season. They're 33-4-4 when 
they score first, tied with the Bruins for the most wins in the 
NHL when striking first. 

The Impact Of A Ghost: Since Shayne Gostisbehere made 
his team debut on Friday, March 3, the Canes power play is 
8/19. 

Even Better On The Kill: Tim Gleason's penalty kill has now 
gone 11 consecutive games without allowing a power play 
goal. The team's current run over that time is 27/27. 

On The Other Side: Winnipeg's three-game road trip to the 
southeastern United States has treated them well so far, 
earning wins over both Florida and Tampa before coming to 
Raleigh. Offensively, defenseman Josh Morrissey has had a 
superb season for the Jets, posting 67 points in 66 games. In 
net, Connor Hellebuyck's .919 save percentage ranks fifth 
among all NHL netminders that have played 25 games or 
more. Former Hurricane Nino Niederreiter, who was dealt to 
Winnipeg from Nashville at the trade deadline, has a six-
game point streak, and six points in seven games since 
joining his new club. 

INJURY UPDATES 

Injuries are listed below in chronological order. 

 Forward Ondrej Kase has been in concussion 
protocol since October 13. Don Waddell said on 
March 3 that the team is not planning on him 
returning this season. 
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 Forward Max Pacioretty tore his Achilles tendon for 
the second time in six months on January 19. 

 Defenseman Jalen Chatfield suffered an upper-
body injury on March 7. Rod Brind'Amour shared on 
March 9 that he'll "be out for a little while, but 
hopefully not too too long." 

 Goaltender Antti Raanta suffered a lower-body 
injury on March 7. On March 9, Brind'Amour said, 
"we're hopeful it's not too serious, but we'll see." 

 All-Star forward Andrei Svechnikov is out 
indefinitely due to a knee injury suffered March 11 
versus Vegas. The team announced Monday night 

that the team is gathering information after the 22-
year-old had an MRI on Monday. 

ADDITIONAL GAME INFORMATION 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes will be wearing their red 
25th anniversary sweaters. 

Parking: Coming to the game? Save money by purchasing 
your parking in advance. Click here to learn more. 

AFTER THE FINAL HORN 

The Canes are scheduled to practice Wednesday, before 
then flying to Toronto on Thursday. They'll return to game 
action Friday in Toronto, opening a road back-to-back that 
will conclude on Saturday in Philadelphia. 
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Svechnikov out indefinitely for Hurricanes with knee injury 
Forward has 55 points in 64 games this season 

Andrei Svechnikov is out indefinitely for the Carolina 
Hurricanes with a right knee injury, the team announced 
Monday. 

The forward was injured during a 4-0 loss to the Vegas 
Golden Knights on Saturday, when he played 17:01. He has 
55 points (23 goals, 32 assists) in 64 games this season. 

Svechnikov did not play in a 3-0 loss at the New Jersey 
Devils on Sunday. 

"Andrei had an MRI on Monday afternoon, and had a 
consultation with our team doctors," Carolina general 
manager Don Waddell said in a statement. "In the interest of 

being thorough, we are continuing to gather information 
along with Andrei to make the best decision for his health. 
We will provide further information after a decision is made." 

The Hurricanes (43-14-8) are tied with the Devils for first 
place in the Metropolitan Division and host the Winnipeg Jets 
on Tuesday (7 p.m. ET; BSSO, TSN3, ESPN+, SN NOW). 
Carolina, which has scored one goal in its past three games, 
has played one fewer game than New Jersey. 

A first-round pick by the Hurricanes (No. 2) at the 2018 NHL 
Draft, Svechnikov has 264 points (112 goals, 252 assists) in 
347 regular-season games and 25 points (13 goals, 12 
assists) in 40 Stanley Cup Playoff games. 

 

 

Metropolitan race, Bruins, McDavid among questions before playoffs begin 
Hurricanes-Devils competing for 1st place, Boston flirting 
with NHL records, Oilers captain closing in on 60 goals 

By Tom Gulitti  

There is one month to go in the NHL regular season, with the 
final games scheduled for April 14. Despite the shrinking 
calendar, there are still plenty of questions to be answered 
before the Stanley Cup Playoffs begin.  

Here are the 10 biggest questions from around the League to 
be answered during the season's final month. 

1. Who will finish first in the Metropolitan Division? 

The Carolina Hurricanes (43-14-8) and the New Jersey 
Devils (44-16-6) are tied atop the Metropolitan Division after 
New Jersey's 3-0 victory against Carolina on Sunday in the 
final regular season game between the teams. Carolina has 
17 games left, including eight against teams currently in 
playoff spots. New Jersey has 16 games remaining, nine 
against teams in playoff spots. 

The division winner will have home-ice advantage for at least 
the first two rounds of the playoffs and likely will face the first 
wild card into the postseason from the Eastern Conference. 
The second-place finisher will likely face the third-place New 
York Rangers, who trail the Hurricanes and the Devils by 10 
points, in the first round. 

The Hurricanes led the Devils by eight points on Feb. 1, but 
New Jersey, perhaps the most surprising team in the NHL 
this season, has battled back to make it a two-horse race 
over the final four weeks.  

2. Can Jonathan Quick help the Vegas Golden Knights claim 
the top seed in the West? 

After 16 seasons and two Stanley Cup championships with 
the Los Angeles Kings (2012 and 2014), Quick will try to help 
the Golden Knights hold off the Kings, among other teams, in 
a tight race for first in the Western Conference. Vegas (41-
20-6) leads the Dallas Stars (37-17-13) by one point, Los 
Angeles (38-20-9) by three points, and the Minnesota Wild 
(38-21-8) by four.  

Quick is suddenly the Golden Knights' No. 1 goalie after 
being acquired in a March 2 trade with the Columbus Blue 
Jackets, who acquired him from the Kings the previous day. 
Vegas will rely on the 37-year-old and Jiri Patera, a 24-year-
old rookie, for a while because of lower-body injuries to 
Logan Thompson, Lauren Brossoit and Adin Hill.  

In three games since joining Vegas, Quick is 3-0-0 with a 
1.97 goals-against average, .939 save percentage and one 
shutout. Patera made 30 saves in his NHL debut, a 5-3 win 
at the St. Louis Blues on Sunday. 

3. Will the Pittsburgh Penguins and Washington Capitals 
extend their playoff streaks? 
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The Penguins (34-22-10) are in a much stronger position, 
holding the first wild card in the East, two points ahead of the 
New York Islanders (34-26-8), and five ahead of the Florida 
Panthers (33-27-7), but have work left in their final 16 
regular-season games to qualify for the playoffs for the 17th 
consecutive season. 

Washington (32-28-7) faces a steeper climb to qualify for the 
ninth straight season after trading away five players on 
expiring contracts before the NHL Trade Deadline on March 
3. The Capitals trail the Islanders by five points with 15 
games remaining and must also leapfrog the Panthers. 

4. Will the Boston Bruins break the NHL wins and points 
records? 

The Bruins (50-10-5) are chasing history, with the NHL 
records of 62 wins shared by the 2018-19 Tampa Bay 
Lightning and 1995-96 Detroit Red Wings, and 132 points 
held by the 1976-77 Montreal Canadiens, within their reach. 
Through 65 games, Boston is on pace for 63 wins and 132 
points. 

The wins and points records could provide late-season 
motivation after the Bruins, who have already clinched a 
playoff berth, will inevitably clinch home-ice advantage 
throughout the postseason. But will older veterans such as 
Patrice Bergeron, 37, David Krejci, 36, and Brad Marchand, 
34, be rested down the stretch to keep them fresh? 

5. How many goals and points will Connor McDavid finish 
with? 

The Edmonton Oilers center leads the NHL and has already 
set NHL career-highs with 55 goals and 127 points in 67 
games, putting him on pace to finish with 67 goals and 155 
points.  

McDavid would be the first player to score 65 goals in a 
season since Alex Ovechkin scored 65 for the Capitals in 
2007-08 and has a chance to become the first 70-goal scorer 
in the NHL since Alexander Mogilny of the Buffalo Sabres 
and Teemu Selanne of the Winnipeg Jets each scored 76 in 
1992-93.  

Edmonton's captain would also be the first player to reach 
150 points since Mario Lemieux had 161 (69 goals, 92 
assists) for the Penguins in 1995-96. That was also the last 
time a player had 160 points. 

Wayne Gretzky (nine times) and Lemieux (four times) are the 
only players in NHL history to score more than 155 points in 
a season. Steve Yzerman had 155 with Detroit in 1988-89. 

6. Will Erik Karlsson reach 100 points? 

Karlsson leads NHL defensemen with 84 points (20 goals, 64 
assists) in 67 games for the San Jose Sharks this season, 
putting him on pace to finish with 102. The 32-year-old would 
be the first at the position to have 100 points in the NHL 
since Brian Leetch finished with 102 for the Rangers in 1991-
92. 

Bobby Orr (five times) and Paul Coffey (five times) and Al 
MacInnis (once) are the only NHL defensemen to get more 
than 102 points in a season. 

7. Can the Panthers figure it out in time to make the 
playoffs? 

The Panthers trail the Islanders by three points for the 
second wild card in the East with 15 games remaining. After 
winning the Presidents' Trophy by leading the NHL with 122 
points last season, Florida hasn't been as consistent this 
season, never winning more than three in in a row, but is 3-
0-1 in its past four games.  

The good news is goalie Sergei Bobrovsky has found his 
rhythm. Bobrovsky was 11-4-1 with a 2.38 GAA and .924 
save percentage in 17 games before allowing five goals on 
22 shots in a 5-4 overtime loss to the Winnipeg Jets on 
Saturday, when he played on consecutive days for the first 
time this season. 

8. Can the Nashville Predators or Calgary Flames crash the 
West playoff party? 

The eight playoff teams in the Western Conference appear 
set, with seeding to be determined, unless the Predators or 
Flames put together a late push. Nashville (33-24-7) and 
Calgary (30-24-13) trail the Winnipeg Jets (38-26-3) by six 
points for the second wild card. 

Despite trading forwards Nino Niederreiter (Jets), Mikael 
Granlund (Penguins), Tanner Jeannot (Lightning) and 
defenseman Mattias Ekholm (Oilers) before the deadline, the 
Predators are 7-2-1 in their past 10 games. The Flames have 
won three of four following a 0-3-2 slide.  

Nashville has an NHL-high 18 games left, but 13 are against 
teams in playoff spots. Calgary plays six of its 15 remaining 
games against teams in playoff spots. 

9. When will Gabriel Landeskog play? 

The Avalanche forward hasn't played this season after 
having knee surgery in October for the second time in eight 
months. Landeskog, who is Colorado's captain, resumed 
skating in mid-February, but there is no timetable for his 
return. 

The 30-year-old was a key part of the Avalanche's Stanley 
Cup-winning team last season, getting 22 points (11 goals, 
11 assists) in 20 playoff games, and could provide a boost to 
their repeat bid if he's able to return and find his timing 
quickly.    

10. How much do the Lightning have left? 

The Lightning (39-22-6) are solidly in third in the Atlantic 
Division, 11 points ahead of the fourth-place Panthers. But a 
2-5-2 slide raises concern about whether they are running 
out of gas after three consecutive trips to the Stanley Cup 
Final, including championships in 2020 and 2021. 

Tampa Bay has scored 2.67 goals per game and allowed 
4.11 goals per game over that nine-game stretch after 
scoring 3.57 goals per game and allowing 2.88 goals per 
game in their 58 previous games.  

The Lightning play nine of their 15 remaining games against 
teams in playoff spots, including three in the next six days 
against the Devils. Maybe that will force them to find their 
winning playoff formula before their likely first-round matchup 
with the second-place Toronto Maple Leafs.



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 14, 2023 

 

Rookie Watch: Johnson, Kochetkov among best in Metropolitan Division 
Blue Jackets forward leads 1st-year skaters in scoring; 
Hurricanes goalie could get more work down stretch 

By Mike G. Morreale  

The impact several rookies are making on the NHL is one of 
the major storylines of the 2022-23 season. Each week, 
NHL.com will examine topics related to this season's class in 
the Rookie Watch. 

This week, the top six rookies in the Metropolitan Division (in 
alphabetical order): 

Noah Cates, F, Philadelphia Flyers: The 23-year-old is 
second among division rookies with 27 points (10 goals, 17 
assists) and first with two short-handed points (one goal, one 
assist) while averaging 17:36 of ice time in 66 games. The 
fifth-round pick (No. 137) in the 2017 NHL Draft, is first 
among NHL rookies with 47 takeaways, eighth with 55 
blocked shots and tied for ninth with 76 hits. He's also first in 
face-offs taken (794) and third in wins (313). Cates is the 
center on a line with left wing Scott Laughton and Tyson 
Foerster. He's a big part of Philadelphia's penalty kill, 
averaging 1:53 of shorthanded ice time per game. 

"I didn't know anybody when I came here, I didn't know who 
Noah Cates was, but he has grown into the position, 
deservedly so," Flyers coach John Tortorella said. "We try to 
be as fair as possible with our assessments of players and 
give them ice time accordingly. Everything he's getting, he 
deserves." 

Kent Johnson, F, Columbus Blue Jackets: Johnson, the No. 
5 pick in the 2021 NHL Draft, leads all rookies in the division 
with 32 points (13 goals, 19 assists) and eight power-play 
points (three goals) while averaging 14:00 of ice time in 62 
games. The 20-year-old, who can play wing or center, had 
five points (one goal, four assists) in five games for Canada 
at the 2022 Beijing Olympics, seven points (four goals, three 
assists) in 10 games at the 2022 IIHF World Championship, 
and nine points (three goals, six assists) in seven games to 
help Canada win the 2022 World Juniors in August. Johnson, 
currently on a line with center Jack Roslovic and right wing 
Patrik Laine, had 64 points (17 goals, 47 assists) in 58 
games (two seasons) at the University of Michigan. 

"I look a lot (at rookie scoring leaders) just because a couple 
are my friends and buddies," said Johnson, referring to 
Seattle Kraken forward and former Michigan teammate Matty 
Beniers. "Just for competitive reasons, I like to see how 
they're doing, so I keep up pretty good with it. At the same 
time, I'd love to be right there with them or get more points 
than them. It's not my main focus, but it'd be cool to be up 
there for the award at the end of the year." 

Pierre-Olivier Joseph, D, Pittsburgh Penguins: Joseph, who 
was acquired in a trade with the Arizona Coyotes on June 
29, 2019, is first among rookie defensemen in the division 
with 17 points (four goals, 13 assists) in 59 games. He ranks 
second behind Johnson in shots on goal (84) among division 
rookies and first with a plus-11 rating. The 23-year-old is 
second among division rookies with 27 takeaways and fourth 
with 72 hits. Playing a third-pair role when in the lineup, 
Joseph is a strong, skilled skater capable of transporting the 
puck. 

"The guys are making me feel a little bit more at home," 
Joseph said in December. "And that gives me more 
confidence to want to play hard every single day and to have 
more confidence in my game. But the goal is still the same, 
to improve every day. I want to show them and myself that I 
deserve to be here." 

Pyotr Kochetkov, G, Carolina Hurricanes: The 23-year-old 
was recalled from Chicago of the American Hockey League 
on March 8 and made 19 saves for his fourth shutout of the 
season, a 1-0 win against the Flyers, one day later. It was 
Kochetkov's first game back in the NHL after going 11-3-1 for 
Chicago of the American Hockey League. Selected in the 
second round (No. 36) of the 2019 NHL Draft, he's 11-5-5 
with a 2.25 goals-against average and .915 save percentage 
in 21 games (20 starts) this season. He could be in line for 
plenty of work down the stretch after Antti Raanta sustained 
a groin injury March 7. 

"We love him around here. He's a great kid," Carolina 
defenseman Brett Pesce said. "He competes his tail off, 
which we love. I'm just glad he came up and found his 
rhythm." 

Kirill Marchenko, F, Columbus Blue Jackets: The second-
round pick (No. 49) in the 2018 NHL Draft is tied for third 
(Wyatt Johnston, Dallas Stars) among NHL rookies with 16 
goals and ranks third among division rookies with 18 points 
in 42 games. The 22-year-old averages 15:02 of ice time on 
a line with center Boone Jenner and left wing Johnny 
Gaudreau. Marchenko is tied for 12th among NHL rookies 
with 22 takeaways and tied with Johnson for most even-
strength goals (10) in the division among first-year players. 
Marchenko started the season with Cleveland of the AHL, 
scoring 19 points (eight goals, 11 assists) in 16 games. 

"I try not to think or look at the Calder Trophy (race) because 
I want to focus on the game," Marchenko said. "If I think 
about (the) Calder, I don't score goals. If I just think about 
having a good game, forechecking, winning battles, it's 
better. But it is interesting. I know (the) first guy is Beniers. 
(He's) a good guy, a good player." 

Akira Schmid, G, New Jersey Devils: Schmid has played well 
since being recalled from Utica of the AHL after Mackenzie 
Blackwood sustained a lower-body injury Feb. 21. The 22-
year-old has the highest save percentage (.927) and lowest 
goals-against average (1.91) of any rookie in the division 
(minimum 10 games). The fifth-round pick (No. 136) in the 
2018 NHL Draft is 8-4-1 in 14 games (11 starts) with one 
shutout, and 3-0-1 with a 1.34 GAA and .944 save 
percentage in five games (four starts) since Blackwood's 
injury. Schmid's .936 even-strength save percentage ranks 
first among NHL rookies who have played at least five 
games. 

"As an organization, we're very comfortable with our 
goaltenders," Devils general manager Tom Fitzgerald said. 
"Blackwood is progressing well. We're very comfortable if 
Schmid goes in and plays games and we're very confident 
that Viteck Vanecek and what he's done thus far, will 
continue." 
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Hurricanes' Andrei Svechnikov out indefinitely with knee injury 
RALEIGH, N.C. -- The Carolina Hurricanes say forward 
Andrei Svechnikov will be out indefinitely with a knee injury. 

The 22-year-old Svechnikov injured his right knee on 
Saturday night in a loss to Vegas. In a statement Monday 
night, president and general manager Don Waddell said 

Svechnikov had an MRI and further consultation with doctors 
before the decision was made. 

Svechnikov is tied for second among team skaters with 55 
points and third with 23 goals. 

Carolina has been outscored 7-0 in its last two games. The 
Hurricanes host Winnipeg on Tuesday. 

NHL playoff standings update: Projecting the Jets' finish 
By Tim Kavanagh 

The NHL schedule Tuesday night includes a special 
volumetric broadcast of the Washington Capitals-New York 
Rangers game, where the action on the ice will be 
transformed into the world of "Big City Greens." That 
broadcast will be available on the Disney Channel, Disney 
XD, Disney+ and ESPN+, with the traditional version 
available on ESPN and ESPN+. 

But beyond the innovation on display in that game, there are 
11 other games on the docket, including a battle of two 
playoff-bound teams as the Winnipeg Jets visit the Carolina 
Hurricanes. The Canes are neck-and-neck with the New 
Jersey Devils atop the Metropolitan Division. But where will 
the Jets finish in a crowded Central Division? 

The Jets have been playing leapfrog with the Colorado 
Avalanche for the Central's No. 3 slot on a game-by-game 
basis for the past several days. After Monday night's action, 
the Jets are in the West's second wild-card spot, with 79 
points and 29 regulation wins through 67 games. The Central 
crown is not out of the realm of mathematical possibility, as 
the Minnesota Wild are at 84 points and 27 regulation wins 
while the Dallas Stars are at 87 points and 31 regulation 
wins. Moneypuck gives the Jets a 2.4% chance to win the 
division title, a 14.3% chance of the Central's No. 2 seed, 
and a 30.6% chance of their division's No. 3 spot; the 
chances of the two wild-card slots are 18.0% and 19.8%, 
respectively. 

After the game Tuesday, Winnipeg has five games against 
teams currently in playoff position, including a season-
closing two-game road stint at the Wild and Avalanche. 

As we enter the final stretch of the regular season, it's time to 
check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams 
jockeying for position in the 2023 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Boston Bruins vs. WC2 New York Islanders 
A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 
M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 Pittsburgh Penguins 
M2 New Jersey Devils vs. M3 New York Rangers 

Western Conference 

C1 Dallas Stars vs. WC1 Edmonton Oilers 
C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 Colorado Avalanche 
P1 Vegas Golden Knights vs. WC2 Winnipeg Jets 
P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Seattle Kraken 

Tuesday's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All games not on ESPN, TNT or 
NHL Network are available via NHL Power Play, which is 
included in an ESPN+ subscription (local blackout 
restrictions apply). 

Winnipeg Jets at Carolina Hurricanes, 7 p.m. 
Washington Capitals at New York Rangers, 7 p.m. (ESPN, 
ESPN+, Disney+) 
Tampa Bay Lightning at New Jersey Devils, 7 p.m. 
Vegas Golden Knights at Philadelphia Flyers, 7 p.m. 
Montreal Canadiens at Pittsburgh Penguins, 7 p.m. 
Detroit Red Wings at Nashville Predators, 8 p.m. 
Boston Bruins at Chicago Blackhawks, 8:30 p.m. 
Ottawa Senators at Edmonton Oilers, 9 p.m. 
Calgary Flames at Arizona Coyotes, 10 p.m. 
Dallas Stars at Vancouver Canucks, 10 p.m. 
New York Islanders at Los Angeles Kings, 10:30 p.m. 
Columbus Blue Jackets at San Jose Sharks, 10:30 p.m. 

Monday's scoreboard 

Watch "In the Crease" on ESPN+ for highlights from every 
game. 

Colorado Avalanche 8, Montreal Canadiens 4 
Buffalo Sabres 4, Toronto Maple Leafs 3 
Dallas Stars 5, Seattle Kraken 2 
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Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

x - Boston Bruins 

Points: 105 
Regulation wins: 43 
Playoff position: A1 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 133 
Next game: @ CHI (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 100% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 88 
Regulation wins: 34 
Playoff position: A2 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 109 
Next game: vs. COL (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 84 
Regulation wins: 32 
Playoff position: A3 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 103 
Next game: @ NJ (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 73 
Regulation wins: 28 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 89 
Next game: vs. MTL (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 38% 
Tragic number: 27 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 71 
Regulation wins: 25 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 88 
Next game: @ WSH (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: 12% 
Tragic number: 27 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 70 
Regulation wins: 26 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 87 
Next game: @ EDM (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 5% 
Tragic number: 26 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 69 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 86 
Next game: @ NSH (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 2% 
Tragic number: 2 

Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 58 
Regulation wins: 17 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 71 
Next game: @ PIT (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 12 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 94 
Regulation wins: 32 
Playoff position: M1 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 119 
Next game: vs. WPG (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

New Jersey Devils 

Points: 94 
Regulation wins: 32 
Playoff position: M2 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 117 
Next game: vs. TB (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 84 
Regulation wins: 27 
Playoff position: M3 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 104 
Next game: vs. WSH (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 78 
Regulation wins: 25 
Playoff position: WC1 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 97 
Next game: vs. MTL (Tuesday) 
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Playoff chances: 85% 
Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 76 
Regulation wins: 29 
Playoff position: WC2 
Games left: 14 
Points pace: 92 
Next game: @ LA (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 47% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 71 
Regulation wins: 25 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 87 
Next game: @ NYR (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 12% 
Tragic number: 25 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 
Regulation wins: 22 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 73 
Next game: vs. VGK (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 15 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 47 
Regulation wins: 15 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 59 
Next game: @ SJ (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 5 

Central Division 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 87 
Regulation wins: 31 
Playoff position: C1 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 107 
Next game: @ VAN (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 84 
Regulation wins: 27 
Playoff position: C2 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 103 
Next game: @ STL (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 97% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 80 
Regulation wins: 26 
Playoff position: C3 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 101 
Next game: @ TOR (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: 99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

The NHL's top 10 players by position 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 79 
Regulation wins: 29 
Playoff position: WC2 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 97 
Next game: @ CAR (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 74% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 73 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 18 
Points pace: 94 
Next game: vs. DET (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 33% 
Tragic number: 30 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 63 
Regulation wins: 21 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 78 
Next game: vs. MIN (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 16 

Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 59 
Regulation wins: 18 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 72 
Next game: vs. CGY (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 10 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 50 
Regulation wins: 14 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 62 
Next game: vs. BOS (Tuesday) 
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Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 3 

Pacific Division 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 88 
Regulation wins: 30 
Playoff position: P1 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 108 
Next game: @ PHI (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 85 
Regulation wins: 28 
Playoff position: P2 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 104 
Next game: vs. NYI (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 98% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Seattle Kraken 

Points: 81 
Regulation wins: 30 
Playoff position: P3 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 99 
Next game: @ SJ (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 88% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Watch NHL games on ESPN networks 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 80 
Regulation wins: 34 
Playoff position: WC1 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 98 
Next game: vs. OTT (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 95% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 73 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 89 
Next game: @ ARI (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 17% 
Tragic number: 24 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 61 
Regulation wins: 17 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 77 

Next game: vs. DAL (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 16 

Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 54 
Regulation wins: 12 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 66 
Next game: vs. NYI (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number:  

San Jose Sharks 

Points: 50 
Regulation wins: 14 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 61 
Next game: vs. CBJ (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 1 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top 
of the first round, so the team that finishes in last place is not 
guaranteed the No. 1 selection. As of 2021, a team might 
move up a maximum of 10 spots if it wins the lottery, so only 
11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 pick. Full 
details on the process can be found here. Sitting No. 1 on 
the draft board for this summer is Connor Bedard, who has 
been lauded as a generational talent. 

1. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 47 
Regulation wins: 15 

2. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 50 
Regulation wins: 14 

3. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 50 
Regulation wins: 14 

4. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 54 
Regulation wins: 12 

5. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 58 
Regulation wins: 17 

6. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 59 
Regulation wins: 18 

7. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 
Regulation wins: 22 
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8. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 61 
Regulation wins: 17 

9. St. Louis Blues 

Points: 63 
Regulation wins: 21 

10. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 69 
Regulation wins: 24 

11. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 70 
Regulation wins: 26 

12. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 71 
Regulation wins: 25 

13. Washington Capitals 

Points: 71 
Regulation wins: 25 

14. Calgary Flames 

Points: 73 
Regulation wins: 24 

15. Nashville Predators 

Points: 73 
Regulation wins: 24 

16. Florida Panthers* 

Points: 73 
Regulation wins: 28 

Notes on traded picks impacting the top 16:  

 Montreal will receive Florida's first-round pick as a 
result of the trade last season that sent Ben Chiarot 
to the Panthers. 
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Hurricanes concerned Svechnikov tore ACL as team awaits second opinion 
The Carolina Hurricanes are waiting for a second opinion on 
Andrei Svechnikov's injury with concern the forward has a 
torn ACL, according to Sportsnet's Elliotte Friedman. 

The Hurricanes announced Monday that Svechnikov is out 
indefinitely after suffering a right knee injury Saturday against 
the Vegas Golden Knights. The injury occurred in the second 
period, and though Svechnikov left the game, he returned to 
play during the third and played 17 minutes in the 4-0 loss. 

“Andrei had an MRI on Monday afternoon, and had a 
consultation with our team doctors,” said team president and 

general manager Don Waddell in a press release. “In the 
interest of being thorough, we are continuing to gather 
information along with Andrei to make the best decision for 
his health. We will provide further information after a decision 
is made.” 

Losing Svechnikov for the season would be a major blow to 
a Carolina offence already without Max Pacioretty. 

Svechnikov, 22, is third in team scoring with 55 points (23 
goals, 32 assists) in 64 games this season. 
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REPORT: Svechnikov out indefinitely with knee injury 
The team announced Monday night that the forward will be 
out for an indeterminate amount of time. 

By Ryan Henkel  

The Carolina Hurricanes announced Monday night that 
forward Andrei Svechnikov will be out indefinitely with a knee 
injury after he underwent an MRI earlier in the day. 

Svechnikov, 22, injured his right knee Saturday night against 
the Vegas Golden Knights after he threw a hit on 
defenseman Alex Martinez in the second period. After the hit, 
Svechnikov labored to the bench, tried to skate it off, but 
immediately went back to the locker room.  

He did however return for and finish the third period of the 
game, but he did not play Sunday night against New Jersey.  

Svechnikov has put together a great season for Carolina, 
with 23 goals and 55 points in 64 games played, so to lose 
him for any amount of time would obviously be tough. 

Reports have also surfaced from Sportsnet insider, Elliotte 
Friedman, that the team fears Svechnikov may have torn his 
ACL, but they’re going to seek out a second opinion.  

If those reports are indeed confirmed, it would be a huge 
blow to the Hurricanes who have already suffered one 
season ending injury when forward Max Pacioretty retore his 
Achilles back in January. 

Along with the announcement that Svechnikov would be out 
indefinitely, the Hurricanes earlier in the day announced that 
they had called up forward Jack Drury from the Chicago 
Wolves. 

Drury has 11 goals and 24 points in 37 AHL games this 
season. 

Hurricanes Prospects Update: From Russia...With Love? 
An in-depth look at how the Canes’ Russian-based prospects 
are developing. 

By Alex Ohari 

Even with all eyes focused on the present amid another 
season where the Carolina Hurricanes have Stanley Cup 
aspirations, keeping an eye on the future is always vital. The 
sustained success of the organization is dependent on the 
development of the youngsters in the system, and that has 
been a major focus of the team — with a league-high 33 
selections over the past 3 NHL drafts. 

Since the appointment of Don Waddell to general manager, 
the team has showed a serious willingness to draft players 
based in Russia — which is something that a number of NHL 
teams actively avoid. Because of that, the Canes have 
managed to snag players much later than where they were 
predicted to be drafted by amateur scouts, and have built an 
impressive pool of youth over there.  

Let’s take a look at these players in depth, and see how 
they’re developing. 

Forwards 

Gleb Trikozov  

Age: 18 

Draft: 2022 — 2nd round (60th overall) 

An offensively-gifted winger with decent size at 6-foot-1 and 
185 pounds, Trikozov (tree-koh-zoff) has a lot of qualities 
that can potentially translate into an NHL future. He has a 

very well rounded offensive game and his speed is a serious 
weapon. The kid can absolutely fly, and his acceleration is a 
standout. With the puck, he’s shifty and deceptive thanks to 
his ability to be able to make any pass. He also has a quick 
release and accurate shot. His hockey IQ is high, as he’s 
able to see what’s happening around him and react to it, 
making plays at high speed. Here’s an example of that: 

His overall game kind of reminds me of young Jonathan 
Drouin, a do-it-all offensive-type kid that can still compete 
physically. I think he’s got the skills to develop into a capable 
top-6 forward down the road, and should be a nice fit in 
Carolina’s up-tempo system. So far this season, he has 19 
goals and 20 assists in 50 games, split between the VHL 
(pro) and MHL (junior) level. 

Alexander Perevalov 

Age: 18 

Draft: 2022 — 3rd round (71st overall) 

Alex Perevalov is a pretty interesting player. At age 18, he’s 
already become a KHL regular with Kunlun Red Star. 
Despite some struggles thus far, it’s a testament to his skill 
level that he’s stuck around in Russia’s highest league. He’s 
an extremely rapid and agile skater, and to me, his skating is 
his best weapon. He basically shoots himself out of a cannon 
andhis two-step acceleration is a thing of beauty: 

Based on what the scouts say, they rate his release and soft 
touch around the net. He scored 25 goals in 42 MHL games 
last season. He’s moved up to the KHL level on a full-time 
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basis this season, but as to be expected for a player his age, 
he’s struggled to adapt. He’s an explosive offensive player 
that can finish, but it might take him some time to round out 
his overall game and get to a point where he can carve out a 
role in the NHL. 

Kirill Slepets 

Age: 23 

Draft: 2019 — 5th round (140th overall) 

Slepets is a player that’s really frustrated me over the past 
few seasons. I’ve been waiting for him to take the next step 
in his development, and while his overall skillset dictates that 
he can, it just hasn’t happened yet. He has legitimate NHL 
wheels, has shown scoring touch at times and is a fiery 
competitor despite being listed at just 5-foot-10 and 165 
pounds. A fantastic Would Juniors campaign for him in 2019 
really made me take notice. Then, a couple of years ago 
when he was at Dinamo Riga of the KHL, he managed to 
establish himself as a leader on the team and looked like he 
was breaking out, but it fell off the rails for him throughout 
that season and he hasn’t been able to get back on track. 

Unfortunately, I think time is starting to run out for him and 
it’s a real shame because he does have NHL speed and can 
look dynamic at times. On his day, he looks like he could get 
to the next level but sadly those days are just too far and in 
between for him, and as a whole his game is just too 
incomplete. At age 23 and still unable to carve out a full-time 
role in a top-flight league, I think the odds are against him 
just suddenly putting it all together. My optimism is hanging 
by a thread, but I just can’t bring myself to let go just yet. 

Nikita Guslistov 

Age: 20 

Draft: 2021 — 7th round (209th overall) 

It’s hard to consistently watch KHL games and get 
information on these types of guys, so I took the initiative and 
reached out to a diehard Cherepovets fan on Twitter to get a 
proper analysis of this kid. Here’s his assessment of 
Guslistov (paraphrased for clarity) — “He’s legit. The team 
views him as a top young forward, and his future is bright. 
He’s a smart player, and the coaching staff has a lot of trust 
in him.” I then asked him if he thinks Guslistov has an NHL 
future. He said “Oh, sure. It will be a sad day when we 
[Cherepovets] lose him.” 

During the summer, Guslistov signed a two-year extension 
with Cherepovets, and I think it’s likely that he’ll be ready to 
make the jump to North America after that contract expires 
— if he chooses to do so. He has skill and he works hard, 
and seems to be a potential all-situations player. I think he 
could become a reliable option down the road, which is good 
news considering he’s basically the last remnants of Justin 
Faulk trade. 

Defensemen 

Alexander Nikishin 

Age: 21 

Draft: 2020 — 3rd round (69th overall) 

A kid who’s pretty much emerged as the top prospect in the 
team’s system, Nikishin has just about every quality you look 
for in an NHL defender. He’s very large (6-3, 216 pounds) 
and plays even bigger than that — which has earned him the 
nickname “Boom” thanks to his ability to deliver massive hits. 
As a defender, he has it all. High-end gap control, positional 
awareness, physicality and the ability to win control of the 
puck. 

However, the biggest development in Nikishin’s progression 
has been the offensive side of his game. After being traded 
to powerhouse SKA St. Petersburg over the summer, he 
posted 55 points in 65 games during the season — which 
doubled his previous 3-year scoring total and ranked 1st 
amongst all defenders in the KHL. He’s very smart, and picks 
the right opportunities to jump into the action: 

Obviously, this guy already has the total package and, at age 
21, he only stands to get better. Unfortunately, Canes fans 
are forced to wait longer than they would like for his arrival to 
Raleigh, as his KHL contract runs through the 2024-25 
season. However, at that point, he’ll be 24 years old and 
more than ready to step into the NHL in a top-four role. With 
his style of play and the hype continuing to build around him, 
there’s no doubt in my mind he’ll be an instant fan favorite 
when he arrives. 

Vladimir Grudinin 

Age: 19 

Draft: 2022 — 5th round (156th overall) 

An undersized defenseman who the Hurricanes managed to 
draft a lot later than most analysts expected, Grudinin is a 
player that might divide scouts. While he’s an excellent 
skater and has good two-way ability, he primarily excels on 
the defensive side of the puck and that might raise eyebrows 
considering he’s listed at 5-foot-10 and 159 pounds. He’s 
positionally very good and he excels in the technical areas 
such as gap control, separating attackers from the puck and 
having an active stick. This season, though, his offensive 
game has started to improve. He moves the puck well and 
can be dynamic with his 10-2 skating and edgework.  

The one area he struggles in at times is decision making, but 
as a young defender who’s already playing in the KHL, it’s 
easy to write it off as growing pains and he still has plenty of 
time to learn and adjust. And while he’ll need to get stronger 
and bulk up before coming to North America, I’m not as 
overly worried about how small he is as I would have been 5 
years ago. With the NHL transitioning to more of a speed 
and skill based game, Grudinin has a lot of the tools you’d 
look for in a player to have success, and while he’s far from a 
finished product he has all the time in the world to continue 
his development. 
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Alexander Pelevin 

Age: 18 

Draft: 2022 — 7th round (209th overall) 

A true “stay-at-home” defender, Pelevin is a guy that made a 
ton of sense to take a flier on so late in the draft. He’s a 
rugged defender that lacks offensive ability and puck skills, 
but makes up for it with lock-down defending and penalty-kill 
ability. He’s a pretty low event player, but has a snarl to his 
game and isn’t afraid to battle anyone in a 1-on-1 situation. 

A long-term project, there’s some good intangibles to work 
with here. His skating is good, and he’s a defensive stalwart. 
With some focus and development into the offensive side of 
the game for him, he could emerge as a hidden gem 
considering how late he was drafted. 

Goaltenders 

Yegor Naumov 

Age: 19 

Draft: 2021 — 7th Round (200th Overall) 

Whether this guy actually exists or not is up to the reader. It’s 
been nearly 500 days since the Canes drafted this kid, and 
he hasn’t played a single minute of hockey in that timeframe. 

Even in his draft year, he played just 9 games of Russian 
junior hockey and had an .888 save percentage. I’m sure 
that the Canes’ Russian scout, Oleg Smirnov, has his 
reasons for this pick, as maybe he saw something in 
Naumov that stood out to him and convinced the team to 
take a 7th round flier on him. I don’t know. 

Anyways, stumped on what to say here, I asked former 
Canes Country writer Matthew Somma (@CanesProspects) 
for a one-word summary of Naumov. His answer: “exists”. 
Honestly, I’m not even totally sure about that. I was doing a 
bit on Twitter throughout last season, a project I called 
“Searching for Yegor Naumov” and honestly, with absolutely 
zero information or resolution over a year later — I’m starting 
to worry about the kid. If he does actually exist, then where 
the hell is he? 

Overall, I think the Hurricanes have lots of reasons to be 
optimistic about their prospects overseas. They’ve made it a 
theme to draft maligned players (whether it be due to size, or 
“the Russian factor” and in turn have built a solid foundation 
of prospects with high upside that can become potential draft 
steals down the road. It’ll be interesting to follow how they 
continue to develop. 
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Hurricanes’ Andrei Svechnikov out indefinitely because of knee injury 

 

Chip Alexander3-4 minutes 14/03/2023 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes will be without All-Star forward Andrei 
Svechnikov indefinitely because of a knee injury, the team announced 
Monday night. 

Don Waddell, the Canes’ president and general manager, said 
Svechnikov underwent an MRI on Monday and consulted with team 
doctors. 

“In the interest of being thorough, we are continuing to gather information 
along with Andrei to make the best decision for his health,” Waddell said 
in a statement. 

Svechnikov, 22, injured his right knee Saturday against the Vegas 
Golden Knights after checking the Knights’ Alec Martinez. He left the 
game in the second period but later returned and played in the third as 
the Canes lost 4-0. 

Svechnikov is tied for second in points for the Canes this season with 55, 
scoring 23 goals and adding 32 assists. He represented the Hurricanes 
in the 2023 NHL All-Star Game, winning the fastest skater competition in 
his first All-Star appearance. 

With Svechnikov out, the Canes on Monday recalled forward Jack Drury 
from the Chicago Wolves of the AHL. 

The Canes, battling the New Jersey Devils for the Metropolitan Division 
lead, have had Svechnikov, defenseman Jalen Chatfield and goalie Antti 
Raanta recently go out with injuries. 

Forward Max Pacioretty, obtained in the offseason, suffered a torn 
Achilles tendon before preseason camp, recovered to play five games for 
the Canes, then sustained a second tear that ended his season. 

Svechnikov’s older brother, Evgeny, tore his right ACL in a 2018 
preseason game while playing for the Detroit Red Wings. He’s now with 
the San Jose Sharks. 

News Observer LOADED: 03.14.2023 
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Hurricanes’ Andrei Svechnikov out indefinitely with right knee injury: How 
Carolina adjusts its lineup 

 

The Athletic Staff, Shayna Goldman3-4 minutes 14/03/2023 

 

Carolina Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov is out indefinitely with a 
right knee injury, the team announced Monday. Here’s what you need to 
know: 

Svechnikov suffered the injury on March 11 against the Vegas Golden 
Knights. 

Through 64 games played, Svechnikov has 23 goals and 32 assists. 

The Hurricanes are 43-14-8, sitting first in the Metropolitan Division. 

The Athletic’s instant analysis: 

Significance of Svechnikov’s injury 

Svechnikov is one of the biggest stars in Carolina, so losing him for any 
amount of time is crushing. With the Hurricanes, the talk is always about 
how the team needs more oomph in the lineup — and now they’re going 
to be without a major source of it. Along with being one of the top scorers 
on this team, Svechnikov is one of the most influential players on the 
team’s offensive creation. At five-on-five, he helps boost the Canes’ shot 
and expected goal creation, along with their goal scoring, relative to his 
teammates. That’s going to be really tough to replace, especially with the 
makeup of this roster in mind. 

The Hurricanes are such a strong product of their systems, which has 
become their identity. Still, it helps to have legitimate stars headlining the 
lineup and players with finishing talent. Earlier this year, the team brought 
in Max Pacioretty for that exact reason and he was re-injured shortly after 
joining the team. So losing Svechnikov in addition only strains the team 
even more up front. — Goldman 

How the Hurricanes adjust their lineup 

Carolina has forward depth, though few reach the levels of skill that 
Svechnikov bring. It could lead to a greater chance for a newcomer like 
Jesse Puljujarvi, who drives play but hasn’t converted as often this 
season. There’s a top-six slot open that he could hold now that the 
Canes are down a pivotal forward, but that’s asking for a lot out of the 
player. No matter who moves up, it probably will be a player who is 
thrown into a role above their skill set. 

It just makes it all the more crushing that this didn’t happen pre-deadline 
when the team could have actually addressed considering some of the 
forwards available. — Goldman 

Backstory 

Svechnikov, 22, was selected at No. 2 in the 2018 NHL Draft. He has 
112 goals and earned 152 assists (264 points) in 347 career NHL games 
with the Hurricanes. Svechnikov is second among Hurricanes players in 
points this season with 55. 

What they’re saying 

Hurricanes president and general manager Don Waddell released a 
statement on Svechnikov’s injury. 
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“Andrei had an MRI on Monday afternoon and had a consultation with 
our team doctors,” Waddell said. “In the interest of being thorough, we 
are continuing to gather information along with Andrei to make the best 
decision for his health.” 

The Athletic LOADED: 03.14.2023 
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Former coach Maurice says Jets good enough to win Cup 

 

By: Mike McIntyre 

Posted: 10:29 PM CST Saturday, Mar. 11, 2023 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — Paul Maurice isn’t ready to give up on the Winnipeg 
Jets. 

The team’s long-time head coach, who stunned the organization with his 
surprise resignation during the middle of last season, is now plying his 
trade with the Florida Panthers. And he quickly jumped to the defence of 
a struggling Jets squad that limped into FLA Live Arena on Saturday 
night with just two wins in the last 11 games. 

High praise, indeed. And perhaps some hyperbole mixed in for good 
measure. But how did his former team respond? By going out and 
beating his new team 5-4 in overtime, dealing the Panthers a critical blow 
in their own playoff pursuit. 

Hey, maybe he’s on to something. 

“When you’re in Canada, you peak and fall five times a month,” Maurice 
said of the “sky is falling” mentality that many fans and pundits likely have 
about the Jets lately. 

“They’ve got one of the very best goaltenders in the league. They’ve got 
two dominant offensive lines, their bottom six are heavy and play hard 
and fast, their back end is mobile, they move the puck and they’ve got a 
World Class goalie. That’s it. Whatever happens (Saturday night) or next 
week or the week past won’t change those facts. It’s a really good team.” 

Part of his confidence stemmed from the fact that Winnipeg had played 
two strong games in a row, only to come up empty in the win department. 
A 3-2 overtime loss to San Jose and a 4-2 defeat to Minnesota had 
closed out their homestand earlier this week. 

“They didn’t win but they were all over the other team,” said Maurice. 
“November isn’t the Stanley Cup and neither is February or March. Their 
last two games, they were dominant. The score doesn’t tell you how a 
team played.” 

Winnipeg is not out of the woods yet. But Maurice got an up-close 
viewing of a team he still watches closely from a distance. Connor 
Hellebuyck was sensational, the power play came alive with two big 
goals, and all of Winnipeg’s tallies came from top-six forwards on this 
night. 

Maurice said he’s thrilled to see Josh Morrissey emerge as a bonafide 
No. 1 on the blue-line, something he always envisioned was possible. 

“Up the ice so much more. Some of it’s built on their attack. He’s always 
been a very mobile, very offensive player,” he said. 

“When he first came in and he was a really young man, we played him 
and another young defenceman, Jake Trouba, in a shutdown role. They 
played against the other team’s best. And I think that was a good thing 
for him because you learn the defensive parts of the game. But he’s such 
a responsible guy, I think that was first and foremost in his mind. And 
now he’s developed into the player that can do both. He can defend well, 
but he can get up the ice. His hand skills, all the things that when he was 

originally drafted, the idea of what Josh Morrissey would be, he’s 
become.” 

Just lie the Jets, Maurice also believes his team is a legitimate 
contender, even if they are still on the outside looking in when it comes to 
a crowded Eastern Conference playoff picture. 

Florida’s loss, combined with Pittsburgh’s win on Saturday, how has 
them three points out of the two wildcard spots currently held by the 
Penguins and New York Islanders. A handful of other teams, including 
Ottawa, Buffalo, Washington and Detroit, are also in the mix. 

“Every day is exciting going to the rink, you’re fixing your problems, 
you’re wired. We’re playing playoff games now — and we’ve been like 
that, feeling like that for a month,” he said of the current mentality. 

“So there’s that energy that comes behind the bench and the excitement 
of it — and that’s really what it’s all about. That’s the fire that you enjoy 
the most.” 

Maurice sees a lot of similarities between the Jets and Panthers, which 
were certainly on display in Saturday’s wild affair. 

“In a lot of ways,, both teams have some extreme speed and extreme 
skill on their top two lines. So they’re kind of built similarly,” he said. “Our 
goaltender’s been a key piece of what we’ve done in the last month, and 
Connor Hellebuyck is clearly capable of that as well.” 

Maurice said he also feels right at home battling in a rock-solid division 
and conference. Just as it was often the case with Winnipeg in the 
Central and West, now it’s the case with Florida in the Metropolitan and 
East. 

“I haven’t seen as many really, really good teams that won’t make the 
playoffs. Like dominant teams, at times,” he said of the current state of 
affairs. 

“Pittsburgh, who we’re fighting (with), they got on an absolute roll. The 
Islanders have a unique style of game and they can win on that style of 
game alone. Buffalo is a dynamic team and they’ve gotten better over the 
course of the year. So we’re talking about really, really good teams and 
we haven’t even talked about the top four or five. 

“The runs that those teams have been on — one is historic (Boston 
Bruins), Carolina is all you can handle in a game. It’s a very powerful side 
now and last year, it was completely split, probably by Christmas, by the 
top eight and the bottom eight. Now it’s changed, so now there’s lots of 
good teams.” 

Winnipeg Free Press LOADED 03.14.2023 
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Revitalized Jets must keep momentum going 

 

Scott Billeck 

Published Mar 13, 2023  •  Last updated 9 hours ago  •  4 minute read 

 

The Winnipeg Jets had tried a hard-nosed approach amongst each other 
in the dressing room. 

They had also attempted to a softer, more coddled one, too. 

But still deep in the throes of their losing streak last week, defenceman 
Brenden Dillon pointed to the method they hadn’t gotten around to yet. 

“It just gets to a point where you’re like, ‘Let’s just get the job done,'” he 
said. “Enough talk, enough meetings, enough stuff like that.” 

The next night, the Jets were goalie’d by an old archnemesis in Marc-
Andre Fleury. 
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It was a game that, while ultimately lost 4-2 to Fleury’s Minnesota Wild, 
sparked a revival in the team’s faith in its own abilities. 

Nearly a week on, the Jets are now on the other side of crucial back-to-
back wins over the weekend in Florida, grinding out a 5-4 overtime 
victory against the Panthers on Saturday night before coming right back 
on Sunday in Tampa to oust the Lightning 3-2. 

“We wanted to come into this one hoping for six points so the fact that 
we’ve got the first four, we’re confident in our group,” Dillon told reporters 
in Tampa post-game. “We know that we’ve gone through a tough spell 
here the last 10, 15 games, but we’re the ones who are going to have to 
get out of it. We’re going to have to find ways to win.” 

Losing as badly and as often as the Jets did led to much soul-searching. 

What happened to the team that, only a few short weeks ago, had been 
battling for the top spot in the Central Division? 

And how did that team fall as far as it did, forcing them to adjust their 
gaze over their shoulder, dropping as far as eighth in the Western 
Conference? 

Some might refer to it as a perfect storm. 

The Jets found out what happens when their top-six forwards struggle to 
find the back of the net, when their once-vaunted power play ceases to 
be a threat and when their all-world goaltender endures one of the 
roughest stretches of his professional career. 

“Individually, we all have important roles,” Dillon said last week. “Some 
guys can be going through a slump when the PK has been scored on a 
bunch, affecting their roles. Some guys haven’t scored a goal in 10 
games, and that can affect their role.” 

Those important wins in Florida can be largely attributed to some of 
those players picking themselves off the mat. 

While some are still searching for a road off the schneid — Kyle Connor 
has just three goals in his past 19 games. Blake Wheeler hasn’t scored in 
13 — others have found the off-ramp. 

Mark Scheifele popped in two in Florida after having the same total in his 
previous eight games. Nikolaj Ehlers scored just his second in 18 games 
in the same contest. The team’s power play, meanwhile, went 60%, 
scoring three times across both games, the same number they had 
scored in their previous seven. 

And most importantly, Connor Hellebuyck, who had won just once in his 
previous six starts, made a combined 77 saves playing back-to-back in 
Florida and Tampa. 

Other contributions can’t be ignored. 

Winnipeg appeared far more comfortable in a one-goal game in the third 
period on Sunday than they have in a long time. 

Secondary scoring has finally picked up, too. 

The trade deadline arrivals of Nino Niederreiter (three goals and six 
points in seven games as a Jet, and riding a six-game point streak) and 
Vladislav Namestnikov (two goals and five points in five games) may not 
have been the grand slam some wanted, but they’ve been solid extra-
base hits for the team. 

And yet, the Jets can’t afford to sit and admire their recent work. 

Winnipeg’s defensive display against the Lightning in Sunday’s third 
period has to be the rule, not the exception, and these lengthy personal 
slides simply can’t exist for a Jets team that isn’t as deep as some of 
their rivals. 

It’s not good enough that they’ve won consecutive games for the first 
time in nearly a month. Calgary and Nashville are lurking, both just six 
points back (and Nashville has three games in hand). 

Saturday began a stretch of eight road games out of their next 10 for the 
Jets, who face Carolina on Tuesday in Raleigh before returning to face 
the league-best Boston Bruins at Canada Life Centre on Thursday. 

From there, the Jets head straight to Nashville and St. Louis for another 
weekend back-to-back, briefly returning home to face Arizona before 
embarking on a three-game road trip through California. 

As Dillon said earlier, the time for talking is over. 

With 15 games left on the regular-season schedule, the Jets need to start 
elevating as they run into the playoffs. 

Their top players need to be just that. Their structure needs to be sound. 
Their goalie needs to be the difference and the players, in turn, need to 
make the difference for their goalie. 

This weekend’s wins only mean something if they were a stepping-off 
point and not an aberration. 
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Ates: What if Winnipeg Jets GM Kevin Cheveldayoff was right (and I was 
wrong) about post-deadline situation? 

 

By Murat Ates 

Mar 13, 2023 

 

On trade deadline day, I wrote that Nino Niederreiter and Vladislav 
Namestnikov were good players who helped the Jets meet real needs. I 
wrote that Kevin Cheveldayoff acquired them for fair prices, without 
mortgaging Winnipeg’s future, and that they were upgrades at key 
positions — better upgrades than some of the other names on the 
market. 

I also wrote that Cheveldayoff left cap space unspent and that this, in and 
of itself, was a failure. 

“Cheveldayoff tried to have it both ways — compete a little bit now, 
compete a little bit later — instead of committing to maximizing a window 
built around a perennial Vezina Trophy candidate,” I wrote. “Cheveldayoff 
made smart additions but, by leaving over $3 million in cap space 
unspent with 2024 looming ahead, he’s committing himself to another 
half measure.” 

Consider this article half of a mea culpa. I don’t think I have any 
apologizing to do because Niederreiter has three goals and three assists 
in seven games, providing a much-needed power forward element and 
finding success through traffic in ways few of his teammates can. He’s 
been exactly the player he was advertised to be. 

Similarly, I’ll admit some surprise that Namestnikov has quickly rattled off 
two goals and three assists in five games. He deserves credit for 
stepping into an even bigger role with Pierre-Luc Dubois still out of the 
lineup and for crashing the net — just like Niederreiter — to score 
massive goals like the pair he picked up in Florida on Saturday. Still, I 
wrote about him as a clear upgrade to Winnipeg’s bottom six. 

Stop chewing the scenery, Murat. Get to the “I was wrong” part. 

There are two items to discuss on this front. First, I originally wrote that 
Timo Meier gave New Jersey the same assurance that he wouldn’t sign 
with the Devils that he gave Winnipeg. That is not the case: New Jersey 
acquired Meier without an extension in place but still hopes to sign him to 
a long-term deal. 

The second item is a combination of accounting and philosophy. 
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Cheveldayoff said a lot of things at his post-deadline news conference 
that irked me. “This is not fantasy hockey” still stands out as misdirected 
negativity toward fans of his team. Cheveldayoff also said that, despite 
leaving $3 million in cap space unspent, Winnipeg needed more space 
than may have been immediately apparent. His explanation cited Cole 
Perfetti’s performance bonuses and post-deadline call-ups. 

“There is a little bit less cap space in there than people think,” 
Cheveldayoff said. “You have to save money for a call-up, what you don’t 
want to be is in a situation that you have to play short because you don’t 
have the cap space during a meaningful period of time. So, there is 
probably a marginal amount that you could’ve spent but you’re going for 
different people.” 

My first instinct was to dismiss that explanation outright. 

If Perfetti, Morgan Barron and Dylan Samberg hit every single 
performance bonus they’re eligible for, it would total $2.1 million. 
However, Perfetti’s injury limits him to a maximum of $212,500 for being 
having a top three plus/minus among Jets forwards — or a maximum of 
$425,000 if he keeps that status and is also named to the NHL’s All-
Rookie team at the end of the year. Barron is unlikely to achieve even 
that much, while Samberg is also a good bet to hit up to $212,500 for 
being in the top three plus/minus among Jets defencemen. My thinking 
now is that Winnipeg needs to protect a cushion of approximately 
$650,000 for performance bonuses — and probably won’t need to use 
that much. 

That might not seem like much but Cheveldayoff is onto something. The 
23-player roster limit disappears after the trade deadline but the salary 
cap remains. Zoom in on the way Winnipeg has managed its roster — 
the Jets are currently carrying 26 players — and its cap picture gets 
clearer. PuckPedia projects Winnipeg to finish the season with 
approximately $800,000 in space; CapFriendly projects $770,000. 

What does this all mean? If you value Winnipeg’s ability to carry 26 
instead of 23 players after the deadline, then the Jets were right to leave 
so much space unspent on deadline day. Consider injuries to Perfetti, 
Dubois and Josh Morrissey, or Brenden Dillon’s amusing conversation 
with reporters in Tampa Bay on Sunday — he joked that Winnipeg ran 25 
players in warmups, saying there weren’t enough pucks to go around — 
and the advantage is clear. Cheveldayoff was wise to keep space to 
carry extra players down the stretch. Teams are limited to four regular 
(read: non-emergency) recalls after the trade deadline. 

There is also a philosophical argument in favour of Winnipeg’s decision 
to carry 26 players. 

Consider the shape of a deep playoff run. In 2017-18, 23 skaters dressed 
in at least one of Winnipeg’s games on the Jets’ run to the Western 
Conference finals. The Jets used 19 skaters in the first round of 2018-19 
and 22 skaters through two rounds in 2020-21. It takes a team to have 
playoff success — and that means going deeper than a roster’s top 12 
forwards and top six defencemen. Injuries, bumps, bruises and coaching 
decisions all play a role but it takes everyone. Colorado used 21 skaters 
in its 2022 Cup win. Tampa Bay used 20 to win in 2021 and 24 in 2020. 
In the absolute best-case scenario that the Jets defy their mixed run of 
recent results and fight through the adversity to galvanize into a sharp, 
effective, rust-proof team that goes deep in the 2023 playoffs, they’re 
going to need their depth. 

I believe that Winnipeg’s depth players are more likely to feel a part of 
the team — to be bought in, to feel like their contributions matter to the 
whole — if they’re a part of it down the stretch. I think it’s meaningful that 
Saku Maenalanen and David Gustafsson won the forechecking battles 
that led to Nate Schmidt’s goal on Sunday. I think the way Winnipeg 
survived playing with five defencemen against Tampa Bay on Saturday, 
with Logan Stanley playing an elevated role, will help him feel like a 
substantial part of the Jets’ success through the stretch run. 

If anything good is going to happen to Winnipeg in the playoffs, then the 
Jets need their 12th and 13th forwards and their seventh, eighth and 
ninth defencemen to feel like a part of their culture. 

Believe me: I understand that this is a small, intangible thing. The Jets 
would be a better team if Meier was adding his abilities to the group 
already supplemented by Niederreiter and Namestnikov — even if 
Winnipeg needed to make emergency call-ups or run a less-than-full 
roster in the wake of its injuries. Winnipeg’s best bet at a Stanley Cup is if 
its stars reached new heights in all three zones. Mark Scheifele, Connor 
Hellebuyck and Nikolaj Ehlers led the way this weekend and ideally, 
Morrissey and Dubois return in peak form. I believe that top players are 
the driving forces behind playoff success. 

But Winnipeg’s weekend wins elevate it only as far as third place in the 
Central Division. Its first-round rivals will be loaded with star power, too. If 
they’re going to have success, then the players at the margins will need 
to help. 

And I believe that they’re more likely to help if they’ve been made to feel 
a part of Winnipeg’s success before being thrown into the fire. 
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Sabres rattle Maple Leafs despite Matt Murray’s best efforts 

 

Mark Zwolinski 

Mon., March 13, 2023timer3 min. read 

updated 4 hrs ago 

 

The reviews were good for Maple Leafs goalie Matt Murray on Monday 
night. The reviews for his team, especially in the second half of the 
game, were not so good. 

Murray turned in a sound and sometimes spectacular effort while making 
consecutive starts for the first time since January. But Toronto, after 
taking a 2-0 lead in the second period, couldn’t shake the Buffalo Sabres, 
who scored four straight goals and won 4-3 at Scotiabank Arena. 

After outshooting Buffalo 12-3 in the first period — and getting goals from 
Auston Matthews and Calle Järnkrok in the first five minutes of the 
second — the Leafs let the Sabres take over. Buffalo had a 16-3 shot 
advantage in the period and finally beat Murray on Jack Quinn’s goal with 
just over five minutes left in the second. 

They scored three more in the first 12 minutes of the third, with Alex Tuch 
scoring the tying goal and the eventual winner, the latter on a power play. 

“We kind of stopped playing hard there,” Järnkrok said. “We said (in the 
second-period intermission) that we need to play better, but that didn’t 
happen.” 

“That’s the best team in the NHL in terms of possessing the puck in the 
offensive zone,” Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said. “You have to play with 
intelligence … We had a 2-0 lead with 10 minutes left in the second 
period. You have to win that game.” 

Murray kept the Leafs in it as long as he could. He stopped a pair of one-
timers by Thompson in the second and denied the big forward after 
Thompson stripped Noel Acciari of the puck at the Buffalo blue line. 
Thompson tried to deke Murray and stuff the puck inside the post, but the 
goaltender got his pad there first. 

“(Murray has) been great,” Keefe said. “The numbers may look terrible, 
but there were some tap-ins tonight, less than three feet from the crease. 
He was really solid in the second period, huge breakaway save in the 
third. The quality chances they had, you just can’t keep them all out of 
the net.” 

Leafs by the numbers 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 14, 2023 

 

Matthews entered the game with 13 goals in 17 games against the 
Sabres’ Craig Anderson, the most he has scored on any NHL goalie. 
Matthews made it 14 in 18 by following up another terrific play by Mitch 
Marner, who was tripped up while driving the crease. The puck bounced 
to Matthews, who scored his 31st of the season and stretched his goal 
streak to three consecutive games. 

Järnkrok scored three minutes after Matthews, giving him 15 goals on the 
season, one off his career high. He hasn’t had more than three in any 
month, but now has that many in six March games. William Nylander 
scored his 35th with 1:02 left in the third period. 

Marner, fresh off being named the third star of the week, picked up a pair 
of assists, giving him 11 points in six game this month. His best month 
this season was November, when he had 20 points. 

“He hates, not losing in general, but just losing puck battles,” Tuch said. 
“He hates losing a shift. I love competing against a guy like that. He’s not 
chippy. He’s not cheap. He’ll go in and he’ll battle against anybody.” 

Singalong 

The fans at Scotiabank Arena turned a difficult moment for anthem singer 
Natalie Morris into a triumph after her microphone died on her while she 
was singing the U.S. national anthem. The crowd of more than 18,000 
picked up the words and helped finish the anthem with Morris. 

“That was great,” Matthews said. “I thought that everyone coming 
together like that was pretty cool … in any building, but obviously to see it 
in Toronto and that’s the American anthem. I thought it was a really cool 
gesture by everyone in the arena to help her finish that off. 

“I like when she does it better, it sounds a little better.” 
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Leafs fans step up and sing American national anthem after microphone 
malfunctions: ‘Highlight of the night’ 

 

Mark Zwolinski 

Mon., March 13, 2023 

1 min. read 

updated 9 hrs ago 

 

Maple Leafs at Scotiabank Arena turned a stranded moment for anthem 
singer Natalie Morris into a triumph after her microphone went blank in a 
technical malfunction. 

Fans realized the problem immediately, which began the moment Morris 
started to sing the U.S. national anthem ahead of Monday’s contest 
against the Buffalo Sabres. 

The crowd of more than 18,000 at Scotiabank Arena picked up the words 
and helped finish the anthem with Morris, who sang right along with them 
despite the fact she wasn’t being heard on the rink’s sound system. 

Morris, who is in her first season as anthem singer, was actually left 
stranded twice as technical staff handed her a second microphone that 
did not work. 

Morris, though, didn’t miss a beat. With the crowd joining in, she sang 
right along with them, and together, they turned a potentially awkward 
moment into a rousing version of the “Star-Spangled Banner” that 
brought smiles across the arena. That this happened against the Sabres 
was quite fitting, as Buffalo is the only professional sports team to play 
the Canadian anthem at all their home games. 

Tech crews were able to restore sound for the Canadian anthem. 

A few minutes into the game, the broadcast team replayed the crowd’s 
rendition of the anthem and called it “the highlight of the night.” 
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Job security for Kyle Dubas and others on hot seat will be hot topic at 
NHL GM meetings 

 

Chris Johnston 

Mon., March 13, 2023timer3 min. read 

updated 12 hrs ago 

 

PALM BEACH, Fla.—The job status of those in the room at this week’s 
annual meeting of the NHL’s 32 general managers is arguably more 
compelling than any item up for discussion. 

There will be a fresh face among the group at Eau Palm Beach in Daniel 
Brière, who officially became Philadelphia Flyers interim GM on Friday 
when Chuck Fletcher was fired. 

There is a multi-decade mainstay of these events attending for the final 
time in David Poile, who recently announced his intentions to pass the 
Nashville Predators GM job to Barry Trotz on July 1 after more than 
3,000 games in the league. 

And there are two notable lame ducks from two hot hockey markets in 
Kyle Dubas and Brad Treliving — both with a little more than three 
months remaining on contracts that make their immediate futures rather 
uncertain. 

When you mix in Ottawa Senators GM Pierre Dorion, whose organization 
will soon be under new ownership, and Pittsburgh Penguins GM Ron 
Hextall, whose organization was purchased by Fenway Sports Group 
after his February 2021 hiring, there’s much less stability than you’d 
typically find in jobs considered more stable than most in professional 
sports. 

Brière is viewed as a good bet to assume the full-time Flyers job once his 
bosses conduct a more thorough search process, according to sources. 
He was a finalist for the Montreal Canadiens GM job that went to Kent 
Hughes last year and has been widely considered an executive on the 
rise since his playing career ended. 

What becomes of Dubas, Treliving? 

What becomes of Dubas and Treliving will become an increasingly bigger 
story as we get into the spring. Both could theoretically walk into their 
own version of free agency, especially at a time when there’s likely to be 
job openings. 

Maple Leafs ownership elected not to extend Dubas last summer 
following another first-round loss by the team. That was a risky decision 
because of how favourably he’s viewed leaguewide and the likelihood 
they’d find themselves in a familiar position this season — once again 
among the NHL’s strongest regular-season performers, but facing a 
difficult playoff series with Tampa Bay. What more does the MLSE board 
need to see to stick with a 37-year-old who will almost certainly be 
pursued by other organizations if he becomes available? 

The situation is a little different in Calgary, where the Flames have 
underperformed following a summer of upheaval and are now in tough to 
qualify for the playoffs. That may lie on head coach Darryl Sutter as 
much as Treliving, but Sutter has term remaining on his deal while his 
boss does not. 
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If nothing else, this is a meeting where the NHL would be wise to take a 
photo of everyone in the room. 

There may be a game of musical chairs — and a different look — when 
they escape to the sun at this time next year. 

Tidbits: It’s not setting up as a particularly newsy agenda for this week’s 
GM meetings in Palm Beach, which began Monday and wraps up 
Wednesday, but one item to keep an eye on is if there’s any 
debate/discussion about what circumstances teams can sit a player out 
for “trade-related reasons” moving forward … The GMs may also look at 
the mechanics of three-way deals to see if they can be made more 
seamless … One discussion I don’t expect to happen is anything 
pertaining to potential future NHL expansion … New Jersey has two of 
the league’s best-performing restricted free agents in Jesper Bratt (0.89 
points per game) and Timo Meier (0.87) … You might win a bar bet with 
this factoid: Auston Matthews has more 30-goal NHL seasons (7) than 
Maple Leafs teammate John Tavares (6). 
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LEAFS NOTES: 'Cookie' Acciari finding his sweet spot in the lineup ... 
New numbers could add up for Keefe 

 

Terry Koshan 

Published Mar 13, 2023  •  Last updated 11 hours ago  •  3 minute read 

 

Sheldon Keefe thinks Noel Acciari’s nickname is pretty sweet.  

The Maple Leafs forward, as we have come to learn, goes by ‘Cookie’ in 
the dressing room, given his love of the snack. 

Don Brennan’s daily hit on the world of sports betting. Whether you’re 
new to sports gambling or an experienced wagerer, this newsletter offers 
trustworthy insights into the odds game. 19+. Please gamble responsibly. 

“I haven’t talked to him about (cookie recommendations),” Keefe said 
with a laugh on Monday. “It’s a great nickname. You don’t get too many 
of those.” 

Most importantly, of course, is the impact Acciari has had on the ice 
since he was acquired from the St. Louis Blues on Feb. 17 along with 
Ryan O’Reilly. In 10 games before the Leafs played host to the Buffalo 
Sabres on Monday night, Acciari had three goals, threw 35 hits and had 
a winning percentage of 55.6% in the faceoff circle. The Leafs generate 
offence when Acciari is on the ice, and he was on for just two goals 
against at five-on-five.  

For Keefe, it’s what comes with more than a glance at the stats sheet 
that has made Acciari valuable. Though the Leafs coach has been 
moving his forwards around, one line that has had more time to gel has 
been the trio of David Kampf between Zach Aston-Reese and Acciari. 

There’s a trust issue, and it’s a good one. Keefe knew he could put 
Acciari on the ice against Edmonton Oilers superstar Connor McDavid on 
Saturday night when the situation called for it.  

“The way that (Acciari) plays in terms of the competitiveness and being 
physical on the puck, that can only help bring your group together and be 
more competitive themselves and step up their physicality,” Keefe said. 
“Also having another guy that you can put on the ice at any time against 
any opponent (is crucial).  

“That is where the biggest impact is felt. You can get through some of 
those moments where you try to get the favourable matchups to really 
help your offensive guys.” 

An offensive knack on the part of Acciari and fellow new forward Sam 
Lafferty brings a little more pop to the Leafs’ bottom six. 

“You see all these guys scoring goals and you want to join in on it,” 
Acciari said. “I want to be able to contribute in different aspects, whether 
it’s defence, hits, blocked shots. I think our line has a mix of everything. 
We’re going to give you something every night.” 

Acciari said his wife, Kaitlyn, and their young children Greyson and 
Sutton, were scheduled to arrive in Toronto on Monday. 

“I definitely miss them,” Acciari said. “Knowing that they’re coming and 
that it was on the calendar, I’m excited to see them.” 

NUMBERS GAME 

Don’t go thinking it’s automatic that Keefe eventually will return to a 
traditional lineup of 12 forwards and six defencemen. The usage of 11 
forwards and seven D-men is one that was continuing to bring benefits, 
Keefe thought. 

“We might discover through this that we just might be better at 11 and 
seven,” Keefe said. “I think it’s important that we’re not locked into 12 and 
six. 

“We have way more depth on defence than we’ve ever had. We have 
more depth on forward as well, so we’ve got more guys that can take on 
more responsibilities. While 12 and six is the most comfortable situation, 
it might not be the best one. It’s important that we give it some time and 
be really smart with how we manage it the rest of the way.” 

The absence of centre Ryan O’Reilly, who is expected to be out until 
early April as he recovers from finger surgery, has given Keefe the 
opportunity to go with the uncommon look. 

If the Leafs manage to get through the next several weeks without an 
injury up front, and once O’Reilly returns, we would think that a return to 
12 and six would be natural.  

LOOSE LEAFS 

Mitch Marner was named the National Hockey League’s third star of the 
week after scoring two goals and recording four assists in two Leafs 
wins. This was Lafferty, on what he has learned about Marner: “I’m really 
impressed with how much energy he brings every day — before the 
games, during the games. The way he plays, it’s like he never runs out of 
juice. Everyone feeds off it.” … Defenceman Luke Schenn, whose wife 
recently gave birth to the couple’s third child, was expected to arrive back 
in Toronto from Vancouver on Monday … Keefe said it’s expected that 
O’Reilly will start skating at some point this week … Does Keefe foresee 
forward Wayne Simmonds getting in the lineup? “We’ll see,” Keefe said. 
“It’s not top of my list right now.” Simmonds, who is skating with the team, 
has not played since Feb. 1. He has one assist in 13 games this season. 
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Meet new Maple Leaf Sam Lafferty: A two-sport athlete who’s a ‘perfect 
fit’ in Toronto 

 

Joshua Kloke8-10 minutes 14/03/2023 

 

Sam Lafferty is standing in the corner of the Maple Leafs dressing room 
trying to improve my golf swing, and it’s not working out well. 

My problem is that I can’t stop slicing the ball off the tee. Lafferty, the 
newly acquired Maple Leafs forward, has more pressing things on his 
mind. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 14, 2023 

 

Whereas some Leafs offer more golf instruction (Jake Muzzin’s advice: 
“You’re probably dipping on the back a little bit. Activate the core. That 
will keep you more stable. Guaranteed”), Lafferty, who played golf at 
Brown University, is more comfortable relying on his innate 
understanding of the game. 

“Whenever it ends up where you want it to, try to repeat that,” Lafferty 
offered with a smile. 

“I was expecting a little more,” I tell him. 

“I’m more about hitting the shot. The tactical side … that can get in my 
own head,” Lafferty said. 

Perhaps there was a time when Lafferty would have been more eager to 
talk the finer points of a reporter’s golf swing in detail. But in the span of a 
little over a month, Lafferty’s life has changed completely and will 
continue to. Golf is an important part of Lafferty’s identity, yes, but not for 
now. 

After finding his groove as a spirited NHL forward on a struggling 
Blackhawks team, setting career highs in goals and points while also 
playing a physical game, Lafferty was traded to the Leafs just ahead of 
the trade deadline. Joining the Leafs on a road trip meant he didn’t set 
foot in Toronto until a full 10 days after the trade. 

He promises to have a regular role on a Leafs team that will play in what 
could be a franchise-altering playoff run. 

And in the middle of that run, Lafferty will become a father. His wife, 
Madison, is due to give birth to a baby boy in early April. 

“It’s all been a whirlwind,” Lafferty said. 

As Lafferty tries to wrap his head around his new life, he’ll also try to 
bring that same high-energy game to a Leafs team that will need it 
against an experienced Lightning team in the playoffs. 

“The more comfortable he gets, he’s just going to keep climbing,” said 
Lafferty’s brother-in-law, Sabres defenceman Riley Stillman, who has 
known him for nearly 10 years. “He’s done nothing but gotten better and 
better. He’s a perfect fit for Toronto.” 

Lafferty first picked up a golf club when he was six, and at the same time, 
he began playing hockey. His love of both games grew and the balance 
of playing one sport in the autumn and winter and the other in the spring 
and summer only benefitted him. 

For many professional hockey players, golf is a popular pastime. But 
Lafferty was talented enough that golf was never going to remain simply 
a hobby. He found as he continued to play both hockey and golf, he 
became a more well-rounded athlete. 

“The two opposites in each game complement each other well,” Lafferty 
said. 

After being drafted by the Penguins in the fourth round of the 2014 NHL 
Draft, Lafferty juggled playing both on Brown’s golf and hockey teams. As 
his offensive game improved at Brown, he found his golf game became 
more and more consistent. Yet his drive to improve only continued. 

In the summer of 2021, near his hometown of Hollidaysburg, Pa., Lafferty 
attempted to qualify for the U.S. Amateur tournament at Sunnehanna 
Country Club, where he is a member. That consistency got him through 
day one of the qualifiers as he shot a 75. Day two was far less kind and 
his 77 saw him eliminated. 

Lafferty spends his offseasons in Arizona, where there is no shortage of 
excellent golf courses and opportunities to play with Stillman. 

“He gives me five strokes every game and it’s demeaning how much he 
still beats me by,” Stillman said. 

Cliché as it might be, Lafferty knows his time on the golf course this 
summer could wane once his son arrives. Like any expectant parent, 
Lafferty is juggling plenty of thoughts. 

“It’s a lot,” Lafferty, a man of few words, said. 

Madison remains in Arizona with her family where she will give birth. The 
Leafs have told him, understandably, he can take the time he needs to 
be near Madison whenever she goes into labour. While it would be fair to 
Lafferty if he were struggling to deal with the multiple changes in his life, 
those who know him believe his grounded demeanour has served him 
well. 

“(Lafferty) has done a great job of taking everything in stride,” Stillman 
said. 

It can be easy to forget that players like Lafferty often have to deal with 
expectations outside of the pressures they face on the ice come playoff 
time. Lafferty considers that notion briefly but isn’t the type to look for 
sympathy. Instead, Lafferty can’t wait for his life to change for the better. 

“There’s a lot that I’m not going to be used to,” Lafferty said. “But the idea 
of just spending time, quality time with my son, I’m looking forward to it.” 

Perhaps surprisingly, Lafferty is using the heightened expectations he 
has over the next few weeks of his life as fuel. With his all-world wheels 
and willingness to use his body, he’s a player who has only one speed: 
full out. And so even amidst the uncertainty over what comes next for 
him, he hasn’t been distracted at all. Just the opposite: When his 
adrenaline starts pumping, given his style of play, he’s even more 
impactful. 

“I’m trying to soak everything in,” Lafferty said. “It’s going to be a lot, but 
I’m excited for all of it.” 

His life won’t just change off the ice. After just one postseason game for 
the Penguins, for the first time in his career, Lafferty will likely play in a 
full playoff series. 

His versatility as a player made him desirable to the Leafs for the 
playoffs. Lafferty began his tenure in Toronto on the wing but with an 
injury to Ryan O’Reilly, he moved into a pivotal centre role. In his first 
game at centre, a 4-3 win over the Devils on March 7, Lafferty showed off 
his high-end speed by catching two Devils players on their heels, cleanly 
entering the offensive zone and laying off a perfect pass to a trailing 
William Nylander ahead of the Leafs’ opening goal. 

“I thought we really saw signs of what Lafferty is capable of in terms of 
putting the other team on their heels with his speed. He has done that at 
different times in earlier games with us but more off the puck getting up 
ice and applying pressure,” Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe said of 
Lafferty after the win over the Devils. 

It’s Lafferty’s ability to use his speed in a variety of ways, whether that’s 
through the neutral zone with the puck or to quickly apply pressure on the 
opposition on the forecheck, that could make him valuable in a bottom-
six role come playoff time. Should Keefe move O’Reilly into a third-line 
centre role, Lafferty’s speed could play off O’Reilly’s smarts on the wing. 
Yet the Leafs like what Lafferty was able to do against top opposition 
lines as a centre for the Blackhawks. Perhaps he sticks as the spark in a 
third-line centre role between Alex Kerfoot and Calle Järnkrok, two 
players who also rely heavily on their hockey IQ to influence games. 

“His style of game, his identity, the way he is willing to buy-in to whatever 
system (the Leafs) want to play: If you give him a job, he’ll be successful. 
He’s willing to do anything,” Stillman said. 

That “anything,” Stillman references while widening his eyes is his 
physicality. Lafferty plays bigger than his 6-foot-1 frame dictates, which, 
ahead of a game between the two family members on Monday, meant 
Stillman would have to keep his eyes open on the ice. 

“Just because I’m his brother-in-law and we’re good friends,” Stillman 
said, “that doesn’t mean anything today.” 

Stillman knows that pace and physicality are going to be important to the 
Leafs come playoff time, even as Lafferty juggles his other newfound 
responsibilities. 
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Life has come at Lafferty fast, yes. But that’s the pace he’s comfortable 
with. 

“I just want to bring my speed and energy,” Lafferty said, “wherever I am 
in the lineup.” 

The Athletic LOADED: 03.14.2023 

1271441 Toronto Maple Leafs 

 

Maple Leafs report cards: Toronto falls to the Sabres in a late-game 
collapse 

 

Omar White11-13 minutes 14/03/2023 

 

The more desperate team won the game. Plain and simple. It was 2-0 
after the Leafs controlled play in the first and if not for Craig Anderson, 
the Buffalo Sabres are nowhere close to being where they need to be in 
the matchup to complete the comeback victory. There isn’t even a joke to 
be made. The Leafs stopped working and the Sabres didn’t. And it’s one 
thing for us not to know why, but even they don’t know why. 

On to the reports. 

Player reports 

A 

Auston Matthews 

Maybe it’s the goals, the time of year, or the fact that he knew he’d be 
taking on Rasmus Dahlin all night but Matthews was shot out of a cannon 
for this game. His five shots on net tied him for the team lead and the 
majority of them came from dangerous areas making Buffalo look like 
they couldn’t defend a thing. 

Matthews is great at picking up speed and cutting through and around 
obstacles (AKA players) when skating with the puck, and when he 
doesn’t have it, he can still create and capitalize on chances when the 
puck is loose around him. His goal to start things off for the Leafs is a 
prime example of that and he now has one in three straight games. 

Erik Gustafsson 

A very noticeable first period for Gustafsson. He’s not particularly fast, 
but he makes good reads and takes advantage of the space he’s given to 
skate the puck out through the neutral zone or deep in the offensive 
zone. Gustafsson nearly gave Nylander a tap-in if not for Anderson’s 
stick. When deep in his end, he’s positioned well on the right side, 
dissuades shots, uses his stick to pick the ring around from behind the 
net and makes a first pass out. 

His stretch passes are noteworthy as well. It would’ve been an excellent 
secondary assist if Nylander scored on that rush that started with 
Gustafsson’s pass from the defensive zone. I also think tonight was the 
most active he’s been on the power play. The movement is one thing, but 
he doesn’t hesitate to send pucks on net. 

B+ 

Mitch Marner  

Two more assists on the night make it three straight multi-point games 
for Marner. His ability to put pucks in the perfect spot for his linemates 
was on display this game. He lobbed the puck up and over Owen Power 
to Kerfoot for a partial breakaway in the first, found Matthews mid-stride 
entering the offensive zone from the wall and set up a one-timer after 
evading Sabres players. The puck-watching bug, unfortunately, got to 
Marner a bit on the first Alex Tuch goal. 

B 

William Nylander  

Another power-flavoured goal for Nylander as he made the final minute 
of the game interesting to bring the Leafs within one with a minute left. 
Dahlin had a tough night altogether and Nylander made it that much 
worse by outworking him to the net and raising the puck over Anderson. 

As good as the goals are, the Leafs’ issues came from their sloppiness 
with the puck and a giveaway from Nylander in the second period kept 
the Leafs, who were already tired, hemmed in their end as the Sabres 
continued to build momentum. 

John Tavares  

If the Sabres had the puck, Tavares was getting it back, especially in the 
neutral zone, finishing the game with four steals. This was a frustrating 
one for the captain who had an empty cage to score on as well as a two-
on-zero with Bunting that they couldn’t convert on. 

David Kämpf  

Kämpf was a bit of a hound on advancing players doing just enough to 
slow them down and separate them from the puck on the entry. I also 
noticed the puck on Kämpf’s stick a lot heading into the offensive zone 
and skating it out on the penalty kill. The drop pass to Aston-Reese 
would’ve made for a great play as well if not for the Sabres’ back 
checking. 

T.J. Brodie 

He had one shift in the second where he couldn’t handle the speed of the 
advancing player and two occasions where some battles with Skinner 
could’ve led to goals against. The individual disruptions on advancing 
players helped to keep danger to the wall and with their usage, I wonder 
if Keefe goes back to a Rielly-Brodie pair once things return to the usual 
12-6 lineup. 

Justin Holl 

Tidy business from Holl with well-timed sticks, like his stick check on 
Casey Mittelstadt and good body positioning on the penalty kill. 

It always seems as if Holl does his homework on the one-time threats the 
Leafs face. He wasn’t outright blocking Tage Thompson’s attempts, but 
he was in the lanes forcing him to change the angle on his shots. 

Mark Giordano  

Giordano started taking some high-risk high-reward chances when the 
Leafs were down by two and they forced Anderson to buckle in a bit. 
Although the man-on-man coverage in the neutral zone got him sent to 
the box, the coverage in the defensive zone helped free space for 
Gustafsson to handle the puck more and make those stretch passes. 

B- 

Calle Järnkrok 

Straight-line blitz speed got Järnkrok some looks during odd-man rushes, 
especially in the second period. 

His shot for his 15th of the season didn’t beat Anderson cleanly, it went 
off a player in front, but it’s still a quick enough release to be a serious 
threat. The neutral zone wasn’t Järnkrok’s best spot though as he had a 
few turnovers from losing the puck and broken pass attempts. 

Morgan Rielly  

Rielly saved a goal late in the third blocking Quinn in the neutral zone 
and preventing him from getting the empty netter. 

I do think Keefe can change his usage in offensive situations moving 
forward. Either that or Rielly needs to add something else to his arsenal. 

Jake McCabe 

This was definitely a loose game for McCabe. Holl had to bail him out 
after McCabe turned the puck over behind the net to Tyson Jost which 
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almost led to a high-danger chance for Casey Mittelstadt. One thing I’ve 
come to appreciate about McCabe’s game is his shot timing and 
selection. When he knows he has the support, he creeps up to the 
faceoff circle and looks for the shots, not always to score but to keep the 
puck in the slot for the forwards to grab and work with. But he can’t hold 
the line, which leads to odd-man rushes. 

Matt Murray 

This loss makes it four straight games where Murray has allowed 4 
goals. Many will say it’s an awkward game for goaltenders to get into. 
The Sabres only had three shots in the opening period and came out 
stronger for the second with more shots and better chances. The Jack 
Quinn goal is a lucky bounce that he bats out of mid-air, not much you 
can do there. You may even be able to cut Murray some slack on the first 
Tuch goal as it comes off an excellent no-look pass from Thompson. The 
third and fourth goals are where his puck tracking took a hit, in particular 
on the Cozens goal as he couldn’t get control of the loose puck in front of 
him. The Thompson breakaway goal was huge for Murray and the team 
but people aren’t going to remember it as it followed a goal against 
minutes later. Nevertheless, the Leafs’ net-front play didn’t do him any 
favours. 

C+ 

Michael Bunting  

He was part of the five-shot club with Matthews and Nylander. Bunting’s 
best scoring chance came off a bounce off the glass that fell right by his 
stick. Unfortunately, like many of the Leafs’ best chances tonight, 
Anderson stopped it. 

Alex Kerfoot  

A character primary assist from Kerfoot using his feet to send the puck to 
the slot for Matthews. This was no accident, Kerfoot put the puck in an 
area knowing he had Matthews trailing behind him and he buried it. I 
don’t like Kerfoot watching the Thompson to Tuch play. He’s in a better 
position to disrupt Tuch or at the very least get deeper into that potential 
shooting lane. 

Noel Acciari 

The one who loves cookies matched the five shots from the top six with 
five hits on the ice. Acciari does a good job tracking the puck in those 
weird scrums where sticks and skates are everywhere and instead of 
swatting it randomly, he corrals it with a spin and moves it forward to a 
linemate or on net. 

Zach Aston-Reese 

A heavy-hitting game for Aston-Reese with hits including a five-hit first 
period. It’s been a while since he’s found the back of the net and if not for 
Alex Tuch, he could’ve ended that drought. 

C 

Sam Lafferty 

He had a tough time handling the puck and receiving passes in transition. 
Although his in-line speed was partly responsible for it at times, Laffery 
uses it to catch back checkers off guard cutting to angles to get pucks 
first in either zone. 

C- 

Timothy Liljegren 

The goal tonight for Liljegren was to not give Keefe a reason a sit him 
with Luke Schenn back in time. Liljegren, unfortunately, gave him 
several. Liljegren needs to be stronger in front of the net and of all the 
goals against, the Cozens one is the most damaging. Giordano is in the 
far corner and instead of staying more central, Liljegren commits more to 
the left leaving Cozens wide open. 

Game Score  

Final grade: C+ 

The Leafs played a great 20 minutes then slowly allowed the Sabres to 
make their way back into the game. 

When they were on, they made great use of rebound opportunities to 
overwhelm Buffalo. There was a shift in the first period that started with a 
Nylander slap shot and followed up with a McCabe wrister with Tavares 
in the slot looking to dig in on any third or fourth chances. It wasn’t a 
complete, “foot off the gas” event as we’ve seen in the past. I just think 
the Sabres wanted it more as a team that is still in the hunt for a playoff 
spot. They were also committed to their structure and didn’t give the 
Leafs as many clean looks as they had in the first. Anderson was a hot 
and determined goaltender who gave his team a chance to battle back 
while the Leafs loosened up and began watching the puck instead of 
being mindful of the bodies they had on the ice. With the front of the net 
being an area the Sabres poked holes in, I can bet Schenn gets back in 
the lineup as that was one of his more advertised skillsets. 

What’s next for the Leafs?  

It’s not the exact same team as last season but it’s still the 2022 Stanley 
Cup champions. The Leafs continue their home stand Wednesday (7:00 
p.m. on Sportsnet Ontario) against the Colorado Avalanche. 
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Flyers forwards Sean Couturier and Travis Konecny continue to progress 
through their rehabs 

 

by Olivia Reiner 

Published Mar 13, 2023 

 

Flyers center Sean Couturier may be mostly out of sight from the public 
eye as he works his way back from back revision surgery, but he’s made 
his presence felt among his teammates all season long. 

Couturier, 30, isn’t practicing with the Flyers right now, participating in 
rehab skates either solo or with other injured players like winger Travis 
Konecny (upper body). But for forward Scott Laughton, just getting to be 
around Couturier in the weight room and at the practice facility has been 
an encouragement for everyone on the team. 

“I really don’t think people realize how hard he’s worked to get to the 
point that he’s at and how much he’s put in behind the scenes,” Laughton 
said. “So hopefully we’ll see him out here with the boys pretty soon and 
get practicing.” 

Both Couturier and Konecny had a rehab skate on Monday before 
practice with skills coach Angelo Ricci. In February, former Flyers 
general manager Chuck Fletcher said that Couturier was ramping up his 
rehab, but he didn’t know if there was “enough runway” for him to return 
to play this season. John Tortorella provided no update on Couturier and 
his timeline on Monday, claiming that he hadn’t even thought about him 
potentially returning to the lineup. 

The same goes for the 26-year-old Konecny. Tortorella only confirmed 
that Konecny and Couturier are skating, continuing along in their 
respective rehabs. Even though Konecny may be away from on-ice team 
activities after sustaining his injury on Feb. 20 against the Calgary 
Flames, he’s still keeping tabs on the group, according to defenseman 
Travis Sanheim. 

“Obviously, I talk to him daily, because he wants to know, updates on 
‘What’s going on? And how’s the room? And how are the guys?’” 
Sanheim said. “And [he] just wants to be a part of it. So obviously he’s 
eager to get back. He was a big piece. Having a great year. I’m not sure 
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his timeline or anything like that, but I know that he’s working hard and 
trying to get back as quickly as he can.” 

Defenseman Tony DeAngelo hasn’t played a regular-season game with 
Couturier. However, DeAngelo said he understands his importance as a 
leader and as a player just from playing against him for so long. While 
DeAngelo stayed back in Voorhees to serve his two-game suspension for 
spearing Tampa Bay Lightning forward Corey Perry, he skated with 
Couturier and was impressed with his progress. 

“Sean looked really, really good a couple days ago when we skated 
together,” DeAngelo said. “But it’s encouraging for everybody to see 
around the locker room, organization, fans, everybody. He’s our most 
important guy. It’s good to see him getting back to healthy.” 

Couturier has been out of the lineup since Dec. 18, 2021. He was placed 
on injured reserve two days later and underwent his first back surgery on 
Feb. 11, 2022. Although Couturier was cleared to participate in training 
camp at the beginning of September, he re-injured his back halfway 
through the month, and eventually underwent a second surgery on Oct. 
27. 

DeAngelo returns to practice 

With the rest of the team on the road for games against the Carolina 
Hurricanes and the Pittsburgh Penguins, DeAngelo had plenty of time to 
hang out with the group of injured players including Couturier, Konecny, 
and Cam Atkinson (neck). While he appreciated the company, DeAngelo 
admitted that his stint away from the team was boring. And expensive. 

DeAngelo forfeited exactly $54,054.06 of his salary for spearing Perry. 
That money goes to the Players’ Emergency Assistance Fund. The 
suspension did not come as a shock to DeAngelo, who returned to 
practice on Monday. 

“I knew I was getting something after you watch the replay,” DeAngelo 
said. “The replay looks like you deserve two, so it is what it is. Nothing I 
can do now. I already paid.” 

DeAngelo emphasized that the spear was his first major penalty (not 
including fights). However, he was suspended for three games previously 
in 2017 for violating Rule 40.4 (physical abuse of officials) as a member 
of the Arizona Coyotes. In that incident, he tried to push an official’s 
hands away as he was being steered away from a scrum. He was 
assessed a game misconduct for that transgression. 

“I try to play the game pretty clean,” DeAngelo said. “Nasty, but clean, if 
that makes any sense to you guys. But it won’t happen again.” 

Breakaways 

Winger Brendan Lemieux (undisclosed injury) also returned to practice 
on Monday. He missed the Flyers’ last two games. Winger Wade Allison 
(undisclosed injury), however, is still out and is considered day-to-day. 
He also missed the last two games. In turn, Tortorella said that the team 
may need to call up a player from the Lehigh Valley Phantoms in 
advance of their Tuesday night game against the Vegas Golden Knights 
(7 p.m., NBC Sports Philadelphia). 
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Flyers appreciative of Fletcher's benevolence, see 'deep thinker' in Briere 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

VOORHEES, N.J. — On the day of the trade deadline in 2020-21, Scott 
Laughton had to sweat out the morning, uncertain if his days with the 
Flyers were done. 

Chuck Fletcher was unsure, too. 

"I woke up this morning not knowing whether we would trade Scott 
Laughton or sign him," the Flyers' general manager said then. 

By the afternoon, the Flyers had Laughton inked to a five-year contract 
extension. 

Now, at 28 years old, Laughton is the team's de facto captain and 
recently played his 500th career game in a Flyers jersey. 

Three days ago, Laughton woke up to the news that Fletcher had been 
fired as president of hockey operations and GM. He'll always appreciate 
the faith he received from Fletcher and the decision to keep him in 
Philadelphia. 

"I talked to him yesterday, gave him a call," Laughton said Monday after 
practice. "I just said thanks for everything he's done in my career. He 
treated me with respect. I just said thank you because he was such a 
great guy to talk to and lean on in different situations. 

"Really helped me out in my career and kind of jump-started the 
opportunity that I got here. He was a big part of that. A guy that will be 
missed around here." 

The Flyers had played in Raleigh, North Carolina, the night before 
Fletcher's firing. They were then headed to Pittsburgh the day the news 
broke. 

"It was surprising," Laughton said. "We were on the road, so woke up 
and the phone was blowing up a little bit just from all the stuff. A little bit 
surprised at, I guess, the timing of it. But it's a business. We all know 
that. Chuck knows that. And we move on. 

"But he had a great impact on a lot of young guys here and that will be 
remembered, for sure." 

Fletcher was in his fourth full season running the Flyers. The club is in a 
major transitional phase as it's set to miss the playoffs for the third 
consecutive season. Danny Briere will take over the reins in the interim 
and sure seems like a front-runner for the full-time gig while the Flyers 
look to hire a president of hockey ops. 

In Laughton's fifth career game as a Flyer during January 2013, Briere 
was on the ice alongside him as a teammate. 

"Even just skating with him a couple of times throughout the years, the 
tips and the little insight he has, the knowledge is so valuable," Laughton 
said. "It's a great opportunity for him. I think he has put in the work. He's 
a perfect guy for the job." 

Zack Hill/Philadelphia Flyers 

With his local ties, Tony DeAngelo has known Briere for a while. He also 
grew up watching him. 

"When he was a Flyer, he was one of my favorite players," DeAngelo 
said Monday. "I didn't know him then, but he was 'Mr. Playoffs.'" 

Fletcher traded for DeAngelo last offseason and signed him to a two-
year, $10 million deal. 

"I was disappointed for Chuck," the 27-year-old defenseman said. "Not 
because he signed me, people are going to think it's because he signed 
me. I think he's a really good guy, I think he's a good GM. I think he had 
a little bit of a tough go here. There were a lot of things that went against 
him. Not to be his pickup guy here, but a lot of things went against him, a 
lot of injuries. 

"Seeing a guy like that go, a good man, it's tough to see. On the other 
side, Danny's a great guy, a great Flyer. It'll be good to see him get a 
chance to do the job here. Hopefully the interim tag comes off pretty 
quick and looking forward to see what he does." 

On Sunday morning, Briere said he was "not afraid to use the word 
rebuild" but didn't see the Flyers in need of a "fire sale." 
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"I know everybody is looking for a big rebuild, fire sale," DeAngelo said. "I 
hope that's not the case but it's not my call." 

John Tortorella has been honest about the long road ahead for the 
Flyers. He came to Fletcher's defense after the former GM came under 
heavy criticism for his performance at the trade deadline, a week before 
he was fired. 

"As much as I'm disappointed in not being with Chuck, I'm just that 
excited working with Danny," the Flyers' head coach said Monday. "The 
organization has been very fortunate to have Chuck and Danny here 
together. Now, Chuck is gone and Danny's here. Anxious to work with 
him." 

Tortorella was an assistant coach with the Coyotes when Briere was a 
20-year-old just starting his NHL career in Phoenix. The head coach's 
transition to working with Briere shouldn't be difficult. He sought out 
Briere often this season when the former Flyer was the club's special 
assistant to the GM. 

"Danny and I have talked a lot on — in the weakest part of our 
organization — the offensive part of it," Tortorella said. "I've asked a 
number of questions to him with some of our guys as they're struggling 
offensively, what does he see." 

As a 5-foot-9, 174-pound forward, Briere was never the biggest or 
strongest on the ice. But he often had the mental edge. He went on to 
have a long career and enjoyed rich success during the playoffs, putting 
up 116 points (53 goals, 63 assists) in 124 career postseason games. 

What makes Briere's hockey intelligence stand out? 

"The thing I think we'll see with Danny, he's a deep thinker," Tortorella 
said. "I don't think it's reactionary. He'll see things and I think he has the 
ability to transform it back to what he was doing at that time as a player 
because he played in the league and was such a good player in the 
league, to maybe understand it a little bit better. Especially in the 
evaluation process, to see how guys are moving along. 

"I've known him for so long. ... He doesn't think he has all the answers. 
He's a student, also." 

Briere is only 45 years old. 

"Young man's game," Tortorella said with a smile. "Young man's game in 
the business part of it, in the front office part of it. But you know what, 
your age is your number. I think he has done his time in really working at 
this part of it." 

Cam York is viewed as one of the Flyers' key pieces to the future. At 22 
years old, the defenseman is expected to fuel the Flyers' youthfulness. 
He was the first draft pick of Fletcher's tenure back in the first round of 
2019. 

"He brought me into the league," York said Monday, "gave me a lot of 
great opportunities. ... To see him go, it sucks. But it's obviously part of 
the business. I know things weren't going really well, so we get it." 

York appreciated Fletcher's caring style. 

"I could go to him about anything, whether it was hockey related or just 
life in general," York said. "He was always open with me. A lot of GMs in 
this league I feel like are kind of hard on you, you don't see them very 
often or they're talking crap about you. Chuck was never like that." 
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Inside the NHL’s first brother-for-brother trade, featuring Nick and Brett 
Ritchie 

 

Julian McKenzie8-10 minutes 14/03/2023 

 

Paul Ritchie figured his son, Nick, would be moving on from the Arizona 
Coyotes ahead of the trade deadline. The 27-year-old forward has 
bounced around from team to team over the last few years and this 
would be his second time being dealt on deadline day. With minutes to 
go before the trading activity stopped on March 3, Paul got a phone call 
from Nick on his farm just outside of Orangeville, Ont. But he wasn’t 
expecting what came next. 

“Nick called me (at) about 2:30 p.m. and said ‘you’re not going to believe 
it,’” Paul said. “I said, well what do you mean? He says: ‘I think I’m going 
to Calgary. And Brett’s going to Arizona.’” 

Because most of the bigger names available had already been traded, 
deadline day was a dud in comparison to previous years. But history was 
made as the Flames and Coyotes completed the league’s first-ever 
brother-for-brother deal minutes before the deadline. The Flames flipped 
older brother Brett Ritchie and defenceman Connor Mackey to the 
Coyotes for Nick Ritchie and defenceman Troy Stecher. 

The only other time a trade featuring brothers on opposite sides had 
been made in North American professional sports was in 2008 between 
the NBA’s Memphis Grizzlies and Los Angeles Lakers. The Grizzlies sent 
Pau Gasol and a draft pick to the Lakers for a handful of players, 
including the draft rights to Pau’s brother, Marc. 

“People make a big deal because they think it’s weird, obviously, getting 
traded for your brother,” Brett said. “It would’ve been cool to play with him 
here in Arizona. But at the end of the day, that’s the way it is. Quite 
honestly, we don’t put any stock into the fact (we were) traded for each 
other.” 

“It’s weird, obviously,” Nick said. “But I think for both of us it was a 
chance to (get) a change of scenery. Hope it can help both of us. I’m 
lucky enough to get to come to a team that’s trying to compete for a 
playoff spot. On his end, hopefully he can go out to Arizona, play more 
minutes, get his game going and feel good about himself.” 

One familial silver lining from the swap? Paul gets to save a little money 
on team paraphernalia. 

“Well, I didn’t have to buy a new hat,” Paul said. 

It had been a tough time in Calgary for Brett since he hurt his wrist in a 
game against the Vancouver Canucks on Jan. 3. He was activated off 
injured reserve at the end of the month, but only suited up for four more 
games with the Flames. Walker Duehr’s sudden emergence made 
Ritchie expendable. A change was welcomed. 

“In a year that’s important to him, it’s important that he got to somewhere 
where he could play a little bit,” agent Pat Morris, who represents both 
brothers, said. “I had talked to (Flames GM) Brad Treliving about finding 
a new spot for him.” 

Morris was also cognizant that teams seeking forward depth would take a 
look at Nick, who posted decent numbers — 19 goals and 35 points — in 
parts of two seasons with the Coyotes. It was a revival of sorts after a 
dismal spell with the Toronto Maple Leafs during the 2021-22 season in 
which he only scored twice in 33 games. 

“Nick, when he was here, kind of refound his game,” Coyotes GM Bill 
Armstrong said. “I thought he was in great shape. Everything we asked of 
him, he did.” 

Morris added that there was a possibility that Brett could have ended up 
in Los Angeles, but that changed once the Kings sent Brendan Lemieux 
to Philadelphia for Zack MacEwen. Once that opportunity was gone, 
Morris told Brett that there would be a 75 percent chance that he would 
be headed to the Coyotes with Nick coming back in return. A deal had 
been discussed where Arizona would have retained salary on Nick 
Ritchie’s contract, but the Coyotes had already used their final retention 
slot on Nick Bjugstad when he was shipped to Edmonton. 
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“They looked at a different way to do it,” Morris said. “And that turned into 
two defencemen (Mackey and Stecher) being added to the mix.” 

The Flames were interested in Nick when he was a free agent in 2021 
before he joined the Leafs. Morris says that interest spawned from head 
coach Darryl Sutter’s familiarity when they were both part of the Anaheim 
Ducks organization — Sutter was an adviser to the Ducks’ coaching staff 
in 2019-20. 

A reunion between the brothers would have been fun — something they 
haven’t done since they were coached by their father as young children 
and when they grew up playing lacrosse. Both brothers were members of 
the Boston Bruins organization in 2020 but never played a game 
together. Brett joined the Bruins as a free agent ahead of the 2019-20 
season where he played 27 games before being sent down to 
Providence in the AHL in January of that season. Over a month after 
Brett was sent down, the Bruins acquired Nick from Anaheim for Danton 
Heinen at that year’s deadline. 

A Ritchie brothers reunion this season just wasn’t meant to be, though. 
The Flames would have had too many forwards if they simply acquired 
Nick without offloading another player. With Brett seeking a change, it 
made sense for Calgary to include him. 

“You take away the last name of each gentleman and you arrive at a 
good fit for each player and they happen to be brothers,” Morris said. 

When Armstrong broke the news to Nick that Calgary would be his next 
destination, he wasn’t as forthcoming when it came to saying who was 
coming back the other way. 

“I didn’t want to say because I wasn’t sure that the other GM, (Brad 
Treliving) had told him,” Armstrong said. “I said (if) I make the deal I’ll tell 
you but you can’t tell anyone.” 

By the time both brothers were aware of the possibility, around 30 
minutes before the deadline, there was laughter from all sides. Even both 
general managers, Armstrong and Treliving, found time to chuckle amid 
their busy days. 

“I think it kind of got leaked out,” Treliving said. “So, they were laughing 
by the time I called them. It’s unique. If nothing else, we’re unique. Yeah, 
it just worked out that way.” 

“This is going to be cheap housing,” Armstrong said. “You can go into his 
house and he can go to your house. You guys don’t have to move cars or 
anything,” 

While there is a possibility that they do end up taking over each other’s 
houses down the line when they get settled, the brothers certainly aren’t 
swapping numbers and stalls. Nick elected to wear No. 27 instead of 24 
as his brother Brett did. Previously, Ritchie wore No. 12 in Arizona. 

“I thought about it,” Nick said. “Don’t need to copy him exactly. Take a 
different number. We are different people. So it’s nice to have your own 
thing.” 

More than anything, Nick and Brett’s focus was on getting started with 
their new teams. Case in point, Nick scored in his Flames debut last 
week against Dallas. 

Meanwhile, Brett needed a bit more time before making his Coyotes 
debut after a visa issue kept him from practising and playing. Last 
Thursday, he scored in his Coyotes debut and had a three-point night 
against the Minnesota Wild on Sunday. Brett did all that while wearing 
No. 24 — the same number he wore in Calgary — as he takes 
advantage of a fresh start. 

“It’s been a good fit, the team and the guys,” Brett said. “I’ve watched a 
lot of their games throughout the year just watching Nick. If I wasn’t 
playing, I’d be watching. I feel like I kind of had some familiarity there with 
what was going on throughout the year. The ups and downs. The 
personnel. It’s been an easy transition.” 

So, after becoming the first brothers to be traded for each other, would 
the Ritchies like to eventually join the more common list of brothers to 
play together in the NHL? 

“I think my boys would be OK on the same team, too,” Paul said. “I mean 
sometimes you don’t want to be on your brother’s team, right? They’re 
similar, but they’re different. So, I think it would work if it would ever come 
to that.” 
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NHL expansion scenarios: 6 cities the league could consider next 

 

Eric Duhatschek11-14 minutes 14/03/2023 

 

There’s been a lot of NHL expansion chatter in the last week, most of it 
focused on two possible options: Houston and Atlanta. If you know 
commissioner Gary Bettman’s playbook, you also know what happens 
next in terms of an official response. The league will carefully shrug off 
the initial reports, citing no immediate plans to expand. It will also 
acknowledge that there’ve been expressions of interest and the 
underlying message that you’re supposed to grasp is, “There are always 
expressions of interest in a thriving business such as ours!” 

If you rewind what happened when the NHL admitted first the Vegas 
Golden Knights (in 2017) and then the Seattle Kraken (in 2021), that’s 
exactly how the script played out.  

Remember, past expansions were mostly ill-planned money grabs. It 
meant many teams got off to rocky starts. Some that had promising 
beginnings did so because of the novelty factor. By the time they needed 
to produce on the ice — and couldn’t because the terms imposed on the 
newcomers were so punishing — interest soon flagged.  

By contrast, Vegas and Seattle became instant success stories, on and 
off the ice. Vegas paid $500 million to get in, which seemed like an eye-
popping number at the time. The NHL upped the ante to $650 million for 
Seattle. It isn’t hard to imagine the next round of expansion will cost a 
team a cool $1 billion.  

A few years back, I wrote a story imagining where the NHL would choose 
to operate if it could simply start a 32-team league from scratch. It 
created something of a fuss.  

go-deeper 

Today’s exercise is a little different: Part pie-in-the-sky, part sober 
realism. 

Where should the NHL go next? Let’s consider six scenarios, beginning 
with No. 1, which is probably indisputable. 

Houston 

For a long time, many of us believed Houston would eventually be the 
relocated destination of the Arizona Coyotes that – if truth be told – have 
been the longest-running soap opera in league history. Owner after 
owner – and including for a while, Bettman himself, because the league 
ran the team during one of the interminable bankruptcies – couldn’t make 
a go of it. 

And yet, here are the Coyotes, still operating on a shoestring, aiming for 
some future when a new arena in Tempe receives approval, gets 
financing, sees shovels in the ground and ultimately arises from the 
ashes, like a Phoenix, to become a viable contributing NHL organization. 
That’s Bettman’s vision and hope. Feel free to wade in on the comment 
selection below, if you have a different perspective. 
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But before you do that, consider this: Bettman is, first and foremost, a 
businessman. Growth drives every business, not just professional sports. 
With franchise values skyrocketing across all the major leagues in North 
America, it’s hard to imagine the NHL turning down the dollars that one 
and maybe even two or three future expansions could provide. The other 
factor when Bettman talks about expansion is it helps to fill in the gaps of 
geography. That’s what’s meant by footprint. 

Houston’s footprint is tantalizing. The fourth-largest city in the U.S. by 
population, after New York, Los Angeles and Chicago. It would be a 
natural rival for Dallas. It has an underrated hockey history – both in the 
WHA and in minor pro. Rich Preston, who played on the WHA Aeros with 
the Howes, told me last summer that if you asked anyone who played 
professional hockey for any length of time, what their favorite stop was, it 
would be Houston. If the NHL ever abandoned the Coyotes, Houston 
would be the perfect fallback plan. That doesn’t seem likely to happen – 
at which point, Houston rockets to the top of the charts, for a 33rd team. 
The only real question is, who gets to be No. 34? 

Atlanta 

So, a brief history lesson for anyone that is a relative newcomer to 
hockey. If Atlanta were awarded an expansion team, it would be its third 
chance at making it work. The original Atlanta team, the Flames, were 
part of the 1972 expansion alongside the New York Islanders. After eight 
mostly uninspired seasons, they were sold and eventually relocated to 
Calgary. That happened in 1980. 

As part of the four-team expansion phased in between 1998 and 2000, 
Atlanta secured a new franchise, the Thrashers, along with Columbus, 
Minnesota and Nashville. Second time, lucky right? Well, no. The 
Thrashers lasted a little longer – 11 seasons (12 if you count 2004-05, 
which was completely lost to the lockout). The Thrashers floundered on 
the ice and at the box office and had ownership issues. At the same time 
as Bettman was putting his considerable corporate muscle behind 
retaining the team in Arizona, he let the Thrashers move to Winnipeg 
without much of a fight, where they became the second iteration of the 
Jets. 

Is there any rational reason why Atlanta should get a third try at getting it 
right? The arguments in favor of giving Atlanta another chance center 
mainly on demographics. By population, it has over six million people in 
the greater metropolitan area, which ranks eighth overall in the U.S., 
according to census data from 2020. The corporate clout vital to 
supporting professional sports these days remains strong. Atlanta is the 
headquarters to the third largest collection of Fortune 500 companies in 
the U.S., tied with Chicago. That includes heavyweights such as Coca-
Cola, Delta Airlines and Home Depot. The city is also a broadcasting 
heavyweight, and the headquarters of TNT, one of the NHL’s new 
broadcasting partners. The main strike against Atlanta is that it has a 
limited hockey tradition in a crowded sports marketplace, which were 
contributing factors in Atlanta’s failure to sustain the Flames and 
Thrashers the first two times around. Some of us have the quaint notion 
that hockey tradition and operating in an actual hockey market should 
count for something. Which leads us to… 

Toronto 

The greater New York area has three teams – the Rangers, Islanders 
and Devils. The greater Los Angeles area has two teams. The greater 
Toronto area has one team. People like to derisively refer to Toronto as 
the center of the hockey universe, but a closer look at the market 
suggests it is precisely that. Similar to Atlanta, if you factor in the 
population of the area known as The Golden Horseshoe, which circles 
around the western edge of Lake Ontario, the population is roughly 7.7 
million in its core, according to 2021 census results. If you expand the 
numbers to the wider swath of land, the Greater Golden Horseshoe, it 
bumps up to 9.7 million – roughly 20 percent of Canada’s population. The 
Maple Leafs represent a bullet-proof brand. They are the New York 
Yankees of the NHL. 

But not everybody is a Leafs’ fan and in the same way that major league 
baseball’s New York Mets gave baseball fans a second option, the same 

would likely occur in Toronto. If the primary reason for going into Atlanta 
is the deep corporate base, well, Toronto has that as well – along with 
one of the richest hockey traditions in the world. If the ability to generate 
revenue is the deciding factor – and often with the NHL it is – then there’s 
no reasonable case to be made for picking Atlanta over a second team in 
Toronto. 

Quebec City 

In a two-year span in the mid-1990s, Canada lost two NHL teams – the 
Jets to Arizona in 1996, and the year before, the Nordiques to Colorado. 
Ownership issues, outmoded arenas and the wide gap between the 
Canadian and U.S. dollars were all contributing factors. At one point, the 
exodus south almost claimed the teams in Edmonton and Calgary as 
well. As noted above, Winnipeg eventually got a team back. 

Maybe that’s the best hope for a return to Quebec City as well – that 
Atlanta receives a franchise, discovers it really isn’t a hockey town after 
all, and needs to find a home elsewhere. Because the NHL has zero 
interest in returning to Quebec City, even though there are some 
parallels to Winnipeg, which is making a nice go of it. The downsides are 
obvious. They are small markets on every level – population, corporate 
support. The good news is the people who live there really care about 
hockey. They are passionate fans. They fill the building. 

But remember this: In June 2015, when the NHL formally announced that 
it was accepting bids for the next round of expansion, only two groups 
applied: Vegas and Quebec City. Quebec’s bid was backed by 
Quebecor, a Canadian media giant. The NHL eventually took Seattle’s 
money but turned Quebec down. At the time, Bettman cited two reasons 
– the volatility of the Canadian dollar and the geographic imbalance of 
placing another team in the East. Neither argument holds much water 
today. If the league is seriously thinking about adding a team in Atlanta, 
then Quebec City is in the same time zone. If the league were seriously 
worried about the declining Canadian dollar, then it would have to 
introduce a new currency assistance plan. None, to the best of my 
knowledge, is even remotely on the radar. That was mainly just a cover. 

Quebec City would be the NHL’s equivalent to the Green Bay Packers – 
a charming David in a league of Goliaths. If the NHL can prop up the 
Coyotes for two decades and carry all the teams that have been pulling 
money out of revenue sharing for that length of time, then they can carry 
Quebec City as well. They just don’t want to. 

Kansas City 

Kansas City was part of the NHL’s 1974-75 expansion alongside the 
Washington Capitals, but the Scouts lasted only two seasons before 
relocating to Denver, where they operated as the Colorado Rockies until 
the 1981-82 season and then shifted again to their current home in New 
Jersey. Kansas City has a venue in place – the AEG-operated arena, T-
Mobile Center. In the same way that Houston would be a natural rival to 
Dallas, a team in Kansas City would be a natural rival to St. Louis. If the 
NHL isn’t going to hold Atlanta’s failed past against it, I can’t see it 
holding K.C.’s failed past against it either. It doesn’t seem as if a bid from 
Kansas City would trump one from either Houston or Atlanta. Things 
could change over time, but they’d be a long shot today. And speaking of 
longshots… 

Halifax 

Over Christmas, and because of the fascination with the NHL’s next 
sensation, Connor Bedard, the eyes of the hockey world were on Halifax 
– and if you paid any attention, you had to be impressed. The hockey 
atmosphere was vibrant. Halifax is home to – among others – luminaries 
such as Sidney Crosby, Nathan MacKinnon and Brad Marchand. One of 
the most successful junior franchises in Canada, the Halifax 
Mooseheads, operates out of a building, the Scotiabank Center which – 
unhappily – would not meet the NHL’s standard for seating. It seats 
about 11,000 for hockey. So a new building would be required and 
corporate backing would be an issue. If Quebec City is a long shot, 
Halifax is probably a pipe dream – and it would probably require an 
expansion up to 40 teams before it would ever get to the point where you 
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might make a reasonable case for a team. By then, it’s likelier the NHL 
will consider expansion to Europe before they ever consider the 
Canadian Maritimes. Still, the idea that sometime in the far-off future, 
Crosby, MacKinnon, Marchand and others from the area invest in a team 
in Halifax is a delicious scenario to ponder. 
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Why do NHL nets get knocked off so often, and what is the league doing 
about it? 

 

Michael Russo, Jesse Granger8-10 minutes 14/03/2023 

 

In a game in Minnesota in late November, Maple Leafs goalie Matt 
Murray slid across his crease and planted his right skate against the post 
when suddenly, the play shifted back to his left. Murray made a powerful 
push with his right skate, dislodging the net and sending it careening 
away from the crease to stop play. 

Later in the game, Murray’s shoulder knocked that same post off its 
mooring, bringing play to a halt. Moments later, it happened again. 

Murray never received a penalty, but Minnesota coach Dean Evason was 
upset following the contest. 

“You can’t knock the net off three times and not get anything out of it. It 
doesn’t make any sense,” Evason said on Nov. 25. “We have offensive 
time in there, sustained time, we could get more opportunities, and all of 
a sudden, boom, it’s stalled out, the momentum’s gone and whatever. 

“I don’t understand it. It’s hard to ask (the refs), you don’t want to yell at 
the refs all the time, but it didn’t make any sense how a goaltender could 
knock it off three times and there’s no repercussion.” 

Goalies in general seem to be dislodging nets often this season, and the 
league is taking notice. The NHL Situation Room in Toronto has been 
keeping a close eye on the matter, clipping video of every time it occurs 
as part of a presentation to the general managers at this week’s 
meetings in Manalapan, Fla. Earlier this winter, the league also planned 
to conduct a series of tests to determine the force it takes to knock its 
nets off the moorings and if they could make changes to the way to the 
way nets and pegs are made, or the way nets are installed into the ice in 
order to better secure them. The hope was for this data to be presented 
this week in Florida. 

After conversations with several top goalies, most believe the biggest 
reason for net dislodging isn’t necessarily the moorings themselves, but 
more so an incorrect installation. 

“Sometimes, when the net comes off once, there’s a lot of snow that 
goes into the hole,” Predators goalie Juuse Saros said. “If the refs don’t 
clear the hole, then the peg doesn’t go deep enough. I feel like that’s 
usually the problem, so they need to remember to take the snow out.” 

The NHL has used the Marsh Peg design to hold its nets in place since 
1991. The plastic anchors were originally 1 5/8 inches long, but in 2002, 
the league increased them to 1 7/8 inches. They sit in drilled holes in the 
ice, but can become less effective if they are not sitting at the correct 
depth. This provides a possible explanation for why some goalies will go 
weeks without dislodging a net once, then have it happen multiple times 
in a single game. 

The incident with Murray in Minnesota may have been the most talked 
about, but he isn’t alone. 

“I had never really done it in all my years here, and then I saw there was 
controversy going on with it and, all of a sudden, I did it three times in a 
game,” Bruins goalie Linus Ullmark said. “I haven’t changed my game.” 

A few weeks ago, the NHL sent out a memo that reminded linesmen that 
even though they’re not ice keepers, too often the nets were just being 
placed back on the pegs. Linesmen were given procedures to follow if 
the nets come off the moorings that includes making sure the holes don’t 
have ice shavings in them, that they’re properly drilled and that they’re 
secure once the nets are placed back on. 

If not, they must take the time needed to call the ice crew out to get it 
right. The league is not at the point at which they’re focusing on individual 
goalies. While clipping instances of goalies knocking the nets off, NHL 
deputy commissioner Bill Daly said, “We’ve learned the way the nets are 
essentially getting moved. Some of the engineering fixes that we might 
have with respect to that, it really does in a lot of cases have to do with 
peg placement in the ice. So, it’s educating our facilities.” 

Daly said that league executive Kris King reported on the fact that there 
have been a lot fewer nets coming off the moorings during the second 
half of the season as opposed to the first half, “so it’s starting to work 
already in terms of the reminders that we’re sending out. So, we’ve made 
progress in that area.” 

If the league has been using the same moorings for more than 30 years, 
why has it suddenly become more of an issue? The most likely answer is 
the change in technique being used by goalies when guarding their 
posts. 

Long gone are the days of goalies standing upright with their pads neatly 
tucked together when the puck moves to the side of their net. Every 
goalie in the league has adopted the use of the RVH, or Reverse Vertical 
Horizontal, technique. The name refers to the positioning of the goalie’s 
legs, with the post-side leg horizontal to seal the ice, and the inside leg 
placed vertically with the skate blade dug into the ice as leverage to help 
seal the post tightly. 

The technique has exploded in popularity over the last decade, with 
goalies using it more and more aggressively. It places more stress on the 
net’s moorings than virtually any other move. 

“We do only knock off the nets when we’re in that position, basically,” 
Ullmark said. 

“I think it’s the demand on the post play these days,” Jets goalie Connor 
Hellebuyck said, “and how important it is to keep what people call ‘bad 
goals’ out of the net. It’s so important to really squeeze yourself against 
the post, because we’re not square so you have to really close the 
holes.” 

While in the RVH, goalies often have their skate blade or toe of their pad 
tightly against the post. When the puck is moved into the center of the 
ice, they’ll explode off the post to get to the top of their crease, which is 
another one of the most common ways a net is dislodged. 

“Sometimes it happens because you’re using the post as a pushing 
point,” Andrei Vasilevskiy said. “I’m a 220-pound guy, so I’m pretty 
heavy, right? Sometimes when I push too hard, it happens by itself. Let’s 
just say I’ve never done it on purpose. It happens, and obviously the 
opposing team is never happy about that.” 

As with every developed goaltending technique, shooters adapt. Lately, 
more and more, goals are being scored on the short-side top corner 
when goalies drop into RVH too quickly. As a counteractive measure, 
goalies are now pressing their shoulder up into the crossbar to seal that 
gap, which can lift the net off its moorings. 

“Guys are trying to go top-shelf on us, and some goalies don’t have the 
physical appearance to cover that area, so what you try to do is lift your 
body up, but at the same time you’re leaning,” Ullmark explained. “So 
when you do that, it’s just natural for the net to move upwards.” 

There are some goalies who wonder if there’s a better way to anchor the 
nets. 

“It’s also tough because you can’t just drill metal pegs in,” Ullmark said. 
“All of a sudden, you have guys coming in and slamming into the net, and 
God forbid something happens. You have to think about that, but yes, I 
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think there has to be some better solution to what it is currently that can 
help us not knock the nets off.” 

Many aren’t as concerned with the recent trend, and believe more 
uniform installation of the pegs will go a long way toward solving the 
problem. 

“I don’t think the pegs are a huge problem,” Hellebuyck said. “I think it’s 
just something we have to deal with. Obviously some goalies go into the 
net a little differently than others. I know most goalies aren’t trying to 
knock it off, but I’m sure there are some that don’t care if it gets knocked 
off.” 

Goalies stick together. It’s a union of sorts. Asked if they believe fellow 
netminders could be intentionally dislodging nets to prevent scoring 
chances, the league’s top goalies all smiled and dismissed the notion. 

“I don’t think,” Saros said, pausing for a second. “Or, at least I’d like to 
think, that goalies are not trying to do it on purpose.” 
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What’s it like to be an official in the final moments of a huge game? ‘I was 
dead and right’ 

 

Brendan Quinn17-22 minutes 14/03/2023 

 

John Clougherty doesn’t speak publicly about 1989 often, mostly 
because “everybody treads water when they want to talk to me about it.” 
That’s the thing about making the big call in the big moment: It becomes 
part of your life. One second, you’re officiating a game. The next, you’re 
making a call that might end up as a line in your obituary. 

Clougherty officiated his first NCAA men’s national championship game 
in 1985. Yes, Villanova-Georgetown. He was on the floor for one of the 
greatest college basketball games ever, but no one remembers that. Nor 
do they remember the 1986 or ’87 or ’88 Final Fours he worked. 

But then came ’89. Michigan-Seton Hall in the national title game in the 
Kingdome in Seattle. Ten seconds left in overtime. Michigan, down one. 
A rebound, a dash down the floor. 

“Everybody is in transition,” Clougherty remembers. “Michigan is pushing 
the ball hard up the floor. (Seton Hall coach P.J. Carlesimo) is screaming 
for everybody to get back on defense. The players are moving fast, the 
game is moving fast, the coaches are moving fast. 

“And (I) have to be the guy that’s totally under control.” 

Michigan’s Rumeal Robinson dribbles past half court, nearly losing 
control at the 3-point line, then drives into the paint, drawing three Seton 
Hall defenders. Gerald Green is one of them. Clougherty’s whistle 
squeals. A reach-in foul on Green. 

It’s been argued for more than 30 years since. 

The game ended with Robinson, a 65 percent foul shooter, swallowing 
the air and making two of the most pressure-filled foul shots in NCAA 
Tournament history. Michigan won the 1989 national championship, 80-
79. 

“I would be lying if I said I didn’t lose some sleep,” Clougherty says today. 
“Because there was contact — nobody argued that there wasn’t contact 
— but was there enough contact? That’s what you have to think about. I 
was running (down the floor) as hard as those teams were, and I saw 
contact.” 

And he called it. 

Clougherty’s name appeared in print as the official who made the call. It 
was not simply a foul. It was a foul he called. In the aftermath, Carlesimo 
eased what could’ve been a volcanic situation. He told reporters: “John 
Clougherty is one of the best, if not the best, officials in the country. He 
saw a foul. He called a foul.” 

Nevertheless, “I got beat up pretty good,” Clougherty says. 

Today, Clougherty is at peace with the moment because, whether it was 
a mistake or not, he knows that in the moment, he made the call that was 
true to him. He thought it was a foul. 

“You’re in the action, you make a decision,” he says. “Right or wrong, you 
did what you thought was the right thing. I think everyone who mattered 
knew that after the fact — that no one was getting purposefully hosed. It 
was just the play.” 

So, too, was the moment earlier last month when Eagles cornerback 
James Bradberry snatched a handful of JuJu Smith-Schuster’s jersey. 
One play, one instant. A flag thrown. It just so happened to be on third 
down with under two minutes left in the fourth quarter of Super Bowl LVII. 
It just so happened to seal a Chiefs win. 

What does it take to make a call like that? 

What does it feel like? 

We decided to ask, and granted anonymity to those who asked so that 
they could speak freely. 

Preparing for the moment 

Kerry Fraser, former NHL referee (1980-2010), veteran of 13 Stanley 
Cup Finals, 261 playoff games and the 1998 Olympics: It started the 
night before the game. Into bed early, have a good dinner early, just not 
try to play the game before it actually — before you had to drop the puck. 
Don’t waste negative energy on things that you have no control over. I 
wanted to be calm. 

The day of the game, I would get on the bike in the morning after some 
fruit and breakfast in the concierge lounge. I would just do a light 
workout. Lunch and conversation with the guys. I’d start to ramp it up a 
little bit. ‘Let’s talk a little bit about who we’re going to see tonight, guys. 
What the matchups might be.’ We’ve had our playoff meeting with the 
series supervisor the night before, but we’re the ones that are going to be 
out there, let’s go around the table and kind of have a discussion as to 
what we think we need to be prepared to do. Then a pregame nap, and 
then I would go to the rink, showered and shaved, and I would be really 
emotionally calm. 

Anonymous college football referee who recently worked a CFP national 
title game: You accept (the pressure) when you step into the stripes. That 
kind of envisioning occurs every week. You want to keep it as much like 
a routine as possible when you call a national title game. The hard part 
with us is we had like a month and a half between games, so how do you 
get yourself ready? You work practices and make them as much like a 
game as possible. 

The instinct is, you wanna show why you’re the best at what you do but, 
you don’t want to over-officiate. 

Dale Scott, former MLB umpire (1986-2017), veteran of three World 
Series: You try to prepare yourselves mentally and physically for what’s 
going to happen, and that’s what’s in your control. But you can be 
completely prepared to work a big game and then s— happens anyway. 

My mindset going into something like that is, I don’t lose sleep, I go 
through scenarios in my head, but a challenge of officiating is that every 
day you walk out there, no matter how big the game is, it’s the same 
rules and the same game you’ve been working day after day after day. 
You have zero idea what’s going to happen. 

Dave Jackson, ESPN rules analyst, former NHL referee, veteran of 83 
playoff games and the 2014 Winter Olympics: I don’t think it ever gets a 
lot easier. You realize the immense weight on your shoulders. And, I 
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think you realize that the outcome of that game could very well depend 
on your judgment. So it’s an immense responsibility. I’ll tell you one thing, 
when that puck enters the net and your fingerprints are nowhere near it, 
it’s a big sigh of relief. 

Clougherty: You do realize this. is. it. 

Working in the environment 

Scott: You’d hear all the veteran guys talking about the playoffs or World 
Series, but there’s a different feel when you walk on the field for a game 
in October. It’s an atmosphere that’s jacked up several notches. 

John Cahill, Big East Conference head of officiating, veteran of 11 Final 
Fours and seven national title games: The enormity of the moment kind 
of gets into your head, especially when you have a timeout or a dead ball 
situation. It’s a little helpful when you get a TV timeout or something 
because you get to talk to your partners and encourage each other. ‘OK, 
let’s focus, make sure we see the obvious things. Let’s not put too quick 
a whistle on a play. Let the play develop.’ You want everyone to have a 
good understanding of whether or not any contact that occurs actually 
impacts the outcome of a play. You don’t want to be calling a ticky-tack 
foul at the end of a game. You don’t want to be calling something that 
has an impact on the end of a game. But at the same time, there are 
times that your hand is forced. 

Fraser: There’s that feel. You have to have a feel for the game. Every 
game has a heartbeat. When that heartbeat gets going too fast, you’ve 
got to be a cardiac surgeon, you’ve got to bring it down, you’ve got to 
control it and there’s certain ways you can do that without all of a sudden 
pulling a rabbit out of your hat. Nothing bothers me more than seeing 
games start to unravel where the officials have let it go, let it go, and now 
you’re boxed in. Where do you draw the line? Where do you call the 
penalty? What’s it going to take to call a penalty to bring this thing back 
to some … The inmates are running the prison. 

To make the call or not 

Mike Pereira, Fox football rules analyst, former college football and NFL 
referee, and NFL director of officiating: The weak ones might take the 
weak way out because they don’t want to be part of the story. But the 
strong ones won’t take the easy way out. If it’s something obvious, you 
have to call it. It’s not fair to anybody to change your criteria in the final 
two minutes. Hell, why don’t we take the officials off the field and let the 
players decide? There’s enough gray area already that if you start 
playing those mind games like that, I think you’re heading down a 
slippery slope. 

Cahill: A lot of times, the best calls are no calls. I think where you get in 
trouble as an official, not just at the end of a national championship, but 
at any critical period in a game, is if you’re too anxious to put air in the 
whistle. You can always put air in it a half-second later. But once you put 
air in the whistle, you can’t take it back. I encourage my younger officials 
to have a slow whistle. Be a half-second late, see the whole play, let it 
develop and let it finish. 

Steve Javie, ABC/ESPN officiating analyst, former NBA referee (1986-
2011) and veteran of 23 NBA Finals games: You can’t think it’s a foul in 
the last two minutes of a Finals game in a close game. You got to know 
it’s a foul before you blow your whistle. So that’s where you talk to 
yourself. ‘Is it marginal? Is it illegal contact?’ Believe it or not, all these 
things come in and out of your mind during those last few parts of the 
game. 

Fraser: Don Cherry would say — put your whistle away, let the players 
decide the outcome of the game. I never really bought into that and I 
always maintained that if I avoided calling an obvious infraction, then I 
was, in fact, having some effect on the game. That’s what we’re there for. 
We’re there to enforce the rules but we’re also there to apply the rules 
with common sense, and good judgment. 

Bo Boroski, retired college basketball referee, officiated each of the last 
three Final Fours: The ramifications of a no-call are no different than the 
ramifications of blowing the whistle. Both options benefit one team and 

don’t benefit the other, so in my mind, there is no difference. Oftentimes, 
it takes more intestinal fortitude to not blow the whistle than the other way 
around. 

What it’s like to make the big call in the big moment 

Boroski: In the Duke–Carolina game (2022 national semifinals), with 10 
seconds to go in the game and Duke down three. Duke’s No. 1 (Trevor 
Keels) drove and was fouled by Carolina No. 14 (Puff Johnson). I waved 
off the bucket. I was confident in the moment that I got it right, but as I 
walked to the table, I could feel Coach K peering at me with that Coach K 
look. I remember having two thoughts as I walked to the table: I know I’m 
right and I hope like hell I’m right. 

It’s hard to imagine how you could negotiate those two very different 
thoughts at the same time, but I was aware of the implications of that call, 
even in that moment. To this day, I still haven’t watched the entire game, 
but I’ve watched that play about 50 times since. Maybe I continuously 
watch it because it was ultimately the correct call, but if I wasn’t, I knew 
I’d have to move out of the country or to Chapel Hill. 

Fraser: Look up Alain Cote’s disallowed goal in the Battle of Quebec in 
Game 5 of the 1987 Stanley Cup playoff. 

A tie game, with a minute and change left in the game, and as Alain Cote 
is moving the puck down the side wall … cutting towards the open slot, at 
the same time there was two players going to the net with Brian Hayward 
in goal. The Nordique player hooked his skate around Hayward’s left 
pad. He then exerted pressure with his stick on Hayward’s upper 
shoulder. He dragged sideways as Mats Naslund was chasing him, and 
Naslund gave him a push to push him away from the goaltender. So that 
force exerted caused the Nordique centerman to body position moving to 
the right outside of the net, but he was able to drag Hayward with him 
and now there’s nobody in the net. 

As I’m on the goal line, and I’m in great position, I could skate well, I was 
there ahead of the play, I’m looking and I’m going, Oh no. Please don’t 
score, don’t score. And I said that three times, as the puck was shot into 
the open net, with Craig Ludwig and Chris Chelios on their knees trying 
to defend the open net. 

Now while they’re celebrating … I’m waving the goal off emphatically, 
emphatically. Michel Bergeron, if you’ve ever seen on “Hockey Night In 
Canada,” the shot of him standing on the boards pulling his hair out, that 
was from that play. 

I gave the Quebec centerman a goalie interference penalty, which wasn’t 
really in vogue at that time. Guys were crashing the net, they were 
running goalies over. I gave Naslund an interference penalty as well, 
which was game management. I’m not going to take away the goal, put 
them a man in the hole. 

I knew I’d be dead. I knew I was dead right. I was dead and right. The 
very next faceoff, Guy Carbonneau wins the draw, they go up the ice, it’s 
over to Kirk Muller, over to Ryan Walter, and Wally scores the winning 
goal on that very next faceoff. 

In the old Montreal Forum, the refs came off with the Zamboni and 
(Nordiques CEO) Marcel Aubut, (coach) Michel Bergeron, all the media, I 
mean, it was a fight to get into my dressing room. 

Anonymous CFP referee: If you know in your heart and have a 
supervisor that you agree with, that’s all you need. I spoke to a mentor in 
the business after (making a controversial call in a national championship 
game) and he said, “Welcome to the world of being an internet search. 
You can either crumble or take the next step in your career. Hey, you 
made the right call.” 

Jackson: I’d never worked a Game 7 at the NHL level (until Carolina vs. 
Boston in 2009 conference semifinals). … Sure enough, the game went 
into overtime. And I remember sitting in the locker room between the 
third period and the overtime period going, “This figures, right? Biggest 
game of my career to date, and now it’s going to overtime.” 
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I remember saying to myself on the ice, “If it’s a legitimate penalty, you 
have to call it, but don’t overreact. You’ve got an extra second to make 
sure it’s a penalty.” The last thing you want to do is throw your arm up 
and go, “Oh, s—.” So, you just got to keep talking to yourself and saying, 
“Don’t overreact,” but you’ve got to do your job. 

Scott: Any game can suddenly turn into — I mean, look at poor Jimmy 
Joyce. That could have happened to any of us. And (intensity) certainly is 
something that develops as the game goes. What you do as an umpire, 
whether you’re behind the plate or on the bases, you just kind of reboot 
yourself — let’s focus, let’s be really engaged here because this is 
happening, and you’re right in the middle of it. 

The aftermath 

Clougherty: I ran into a whole group of (Seton Hall fans) years later. 
There must’ve been a half-dozen of ’em, maybe more. They wanted to 
give it to me. But rather than respond in any way that would encourage 
them to get after me, I just said, ‘You know what? Let’s have a beer.’ … 
At the end of the day, they were like, “Hey, this guy isn’t an asshole. He’s 
OK.” But if I’d have fired back at them, that wouldn’t have gone well. 

Scott: You can’t grow as an official, you can’t become a really good 
sports official if you aren’t absolutely honest with yourself. And that 
means you realized when you screwed up. You realized when you didn’t 
meet the moment — a moment you’ve probably met numerous times, but 
this time you didn’t. You have to acknowledge that within yourself to grow 
and become better. 

Javie: We shouldn’t guess at any time, but unfortunately we as officials 
are human beings and there are times with what we think we see we 
blow the whistle. And then all of a sudden you look at the replay later on, 
you go “Darn, I thought that happened.” 

Cahill: Officials obviously face scrutiny afterward, but I think one of the 
things that’s going to continue to creep into officiating and officiating 
decisions, and how they’re treated, is the impact of the legalization of 
gambling. There are untold numbers of dollars being bet on every event, 
and what happens at the end of the games is just so impactful from a 
gambling perspective. I don’t envy any officials who are working today. 
They’re in a very difficult position. 

And about that Super Bowl call … 

Anonymous CFP referee: In the NFL, they’re so athletic and with the 
timing of the progressions, those little tugs matter a lot because of the 
precision of the plays. That little bit really matters. And, it matters more 
because it’s that tug that allows the DB to stay in phase. It’s not really 
about holding up the receiver but it’s more to (get back the leverage and 
balance) to keep up with him. You see a lot of it on break routes, and that 
allows them to turn a little bit quicker. There are judgment calls within the 
spirit of the rule, in that gray area. You know the implications of throwing 
your flag. 

I give the official all the credit in the world to have the guts to throw it. 
You know the moment you’re in. You know the clock situation and 
everything. You know your down and distance every play; you know your 
marks. 

Fraser: He grabbed him but with the delay that was caused, with the 
force that he applied, would that player have been able to get to the ball 
that was to the end zone and almost thrown out of bounds? That I think is 
where the debate comes in. When you’re making that judgment, under 
pressure, from the position that you are in, on the field, on the ice, the 
sight line that you have, the proximity to the play, all of these things can 
affect the official’s judgment. We can sit in front of the TV and I would be 
the first to say, “Wow. I don’t really think that hold had an effect on the 
outcome of the play. I think the ball was overthrown and I don’t think he 
would have got there.” That would be my judgment. Just, again, armchair 
quarterback. 

Javie: Maybe 25 years ago, they would have let that go in the NFL. Who 
knows? You have to just call it as you see it because they could defend it 
then too, if you think about it. Look at it the other way too. Let’s say that 

call wasn’t called. And then hypothetically with a minute and a half left, 
Eagles go down and maybe score a touchdown, win the game; now they 
go back to that play, Kansas City says, “Do you see the jersey right 
there? He held his jersey.” It’s hard to defend that. 

Pereira: You look at that call, and I think in the broadcast booth created 
some of it ourselves. We immediately jumped the gun — Yeah, it’s a 
hold, but you don’t want to call that at this point of the game — I tried to 
say it IS a hold. But the emotion got going. 

We teach officials that you want consistency. If it’s a hold in the first 
quarter, it’s a hold in the fourth quarter. 

Compiled by Brendan Quinn, Michael Russo, Mike Vorkunov, Bruce 
Feldman, Stephen Nesbitt 
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NHL discusses coach’s challenge expansion, more at Day 1 of GM 
meetings 

 

Michael Russo, Sean Gentille3-4 minutes 13/03/2023 

 

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. — An expansion of the NHL coach’s 
challenge system to include reviews of same-team high-stick penalties 
and incorrect “puck over glass” calls was discussed on Day 1 of the 
league’s general manager meetings, deputy commissioner Bill Daly said. 

The league’s most recent tweaks to the system came before the 2019-20 
season, most notably attaching a two-minute delay of game minor to a 
failed challenge of any sort, rather than simply a missed offside. 

Now, according to Daly, another expansion is “a possibility” based on 
how the rest of the meetings unfold. 

The league’s approach to fights that take place after clean hits was also 
discussed in a series of breakout sessions, Daly said, adding that the 
topic is likely to come up again over the next two days. 

Player safety 

The league would like to make skate cut-protective equipment on wrists 
and legs mandatory. 

“We want to get to a situation where there’s some kind of mandate to use 
it,” Daly said. “We had four significant injuries over the last couple of 
years, 110 man games lost and (the injuries) could have been more 
serious than they were. I think of the issues we talked about this morning, 
it’s probably the most pressing one. 

Some clubs have made the equipment mandatory for their AHL affiliates, 
and education material is available to players, Daly said, but the league’s 
desired next step is to come to an agreement with the NHLPA to enact a 
mandatory rule on a “grandfather” basis, as was the case with helmet 
and visor rules. 

Players’ chief issue, Daly said, is simple — the equipment can be 
uncomfortable. The league has also researched and ranked safety levels 
in goalie helmets. 

Other points of interest 

Teams holding players out for publicly stated “trade-related reasons” is 
not yet a concern. Several teams sat players for multiple games ahead of 
the deadline. 

“I’m not sure it was that material, but certainly it raised some eyebrows,” 
Daly said. “The manner in which we saw it, it wouldn’t raise to a level of 
concern, but if it becomes a trend, obviously it would.” 
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Daly doesn’t think this year’s trade action — with the vast majority of 
deals coming in the days and even weeks ahead of the actual deadline 
day — is a blip on the radar. 

“I think you’ll see more and more of that happening where I think our 
managers recognize that sometimes earlier is better,” Daly said. “And 
they use the last two weeks as really their trade deadline. I don’t see any 
dynamic that would have that change.” 

The league has received its first set of bids for the Ottawa Senators, Daly 
said, and “working and refining those bids is going to take a couple of 
weeks.” The team, in the wake of former owner Eugene Melnyk’s death 
last year, is for sale. Nine bids were submitted, according to a Sportico 
report last week. 
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Weekend NHL rankings: Changes for Flyers, Kings keep rolling and April 
highlights 

 

Sean McIndoe12-15 minutes 13/03/2023 

 

It’s mid-March, the trade deadline is over, and I just want you to know 
that it’s perfectly OK to admit that you’re already looking forward to April. 

April rules. It’s when we get the last few weeks of the season leading into 
the first round of the playoffs, which is the absolute best time of the year 
to be a hockey fan. It’s the time when we find out what the matchups will 
be, and whether all the (non-McDavid) stars can get to 50 goals or 100 
points. And if your team stinks, April is also the draft lottery. Either way, 
it’s what everything is building toward, and it’s pretty great. 

March? Or to be more specific, post-deadline March? Eh. It’s good too, 
some of the time. It’s fine. The playoff race starts to form, and we get lots 
of low-scoring three-point games between division rivals. March is a 
perfectly acceptable month on the hockey calendar. It’s just not April. 

And it’s OK to want to look ahead to the really good stuff. That’s what I 
did, and I found five gifts the schedule-maker has left under the April tree. 
We can’t open them yet, but let’s pick them up and shake them. I feel like 
I’ve strangled this metaphor sufficiently, let’s get to the list. 

Top five highlights from the April schedule 

5. Senators at Sabres, April 13 — Right off the top, I’ll acknowledge that 
this is almost certainly wishful thinking. At the rate they’ve been going, 
the Sabres will be miles out of the playoff race by the end of the season. 
The Senators could be, too. But just for fun, let’s imagine they rebound 
and get back in the race. And let’s also imagine that on the penultimate 
night of the season, the Sabres and Senators meet with a wild-card spot 
still in play. How amazing would that be? Two teams that have been 
terrible for years, making unexpected runs with fun teams, facing off in 
Buffalo in the equivalent of a winner-take-all Game 7? Yes, please. 
There’s no way the hockey gods will serve this one up, and we shouldn’t 
even talk about it, he said, reverse-jinxing madly. 

4. Maple Leafs at Lightning, April 11 — We’ve known for months that 
these two teams would have a playoff rematch in the first round. There’s 
a decent chance this game could determine home ice. Even if it doesn’t, 
it would be a classic tone-setting game between two teams that are 
about to do it for real. 

3. Stars at Avalanche, April 1 — I’d rank this higher if it was a bit later in 
the month, but it’s still a very good matchup that could end up deciding 
the Central, and maybe even home ice in the West. It’s also the last 
game of the year between the two teams, with the Avs having won two of 
three so far. 

2. Predators at Jets, April 8/Predators at Flames April 10 — The 
Predators gave up on the season at the deadline, when they traded away 
several key pieces for draft picks. But apparently, nobody told the 
players, who are still hanging around the fringe of the Western race. If 
they’re still there in April, they’d set up a dramatic road back-to-back 
against the two teams they’re chasing. 

1. Bruins at Canadiens, April 13 — We know the Bruins say they don’t 
care about history when it comes to their regular-season record. They’re 
lying. You can’t tell me that they wouldn’t be hyped if they were one win 
away from breaking the all-time single-season points record heading into 
their final game. And where is that game? In Montreal, where the Habs 
would have a chance to defend their 1976-77 team’s record and spoil 
their rival’s bid to make history. 

Honorable mentions: The Kraken/Golden Knights home-and-home on 
April 11 and 13 that could decide the Pacific, Devils and Bruins on April 8 
in what could be a conference finals preview, and the Blue Jackets facing 
the Penguins on April 13 in a game that could decide either the East wild 
card or the top lottery odds, or both. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley Cup. 

If you missed it, check out Dom’s post-deadline tiers. You’ll like it more 
than my rankings if you’re an Oilers fan, but slightly less if you’re a Stars 
or Lightning fan. 

5. Colorado Avalanche (36-22-6, +12 true goals differential*) — The good 
news is that they stopped giving up seven goals a game this week. And 
with Kirill Kaprizov out for a month (but not dying), the red-hot Wild don’t 
seem quite as scary. The path to home ice in the Central seems pretty 
clear, especially with more than a few softies coming up on the schedule. 
Then again, the Coyotes are supposed to be softies, and the Avs needed 
overtime to beat them on Saturday. 

4. Dallas Stars (36-17-13, +51) — Scoring 10 goals in Buffalo on 
Thursday was the meanest thing the Stars have ever done to the Sabres. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (43-17-6, +50) — Did I overreact to a quiet 
deadline when I dropped them down to the five-spot last week? Probably, 
sure. They’re better than that, even without a flashy addition. How much 
better? That depends on who you ask, although some smart people think 
they could be as high as No. 1. 

Our prediction roundtable mostly agrees, ranking Carolina second behind 
the Bruins, although they did lose some ground from last time. The 
Hurricanes might be unbeatable. 

2. New Jersey Devils (44-16-6, +59) — Oh, look who shut out the 
Hurricanes last night. Maybe I wasn’t all that wrong after all. (I probably 
was.) 

1. Boston Bruins (50-10-5, +104) — Sure, they set a record as the fastest 
team to ever get to 50 wins, clinching a playoff spot in the process. But 
they also blew a third-period lead to Edmonton, and then could only split 
a home-and-home with the lowly Red Wings. Are cracks starting to form? 
Has the unbeatable juggernaut sprung a leak? No. But we need some 
drama for this team as they coast down the stretch, so … yes. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: Los Angeles Kings — The Knights are the star-studded 
favorites, the Oilers are the surging powerhouse, and the Kraken are the 
season’s feel-good story. Meanwhile, the Kings are just kind of there. 
And by “there,” I mean within striking distance of the top spot in the West. 

That’s a great story too, and it doesn’t seem to get enough attention. You 
can blame the evil Eastern-based media, who have never seen a Kings 
game because we all go to sleep as soon as the Leafs are done playing. 
But I do think there’s something else going on here — for years, the 
Kings have been the NHL’s best example of a successful slow-and-
steady rebuild, so much so that it’s become their identity for a lot of fans 
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who don’t focus on them day-to-day. And based on that script, the Kings 
aren’t supposed to be contenders quite yet. 

But here we are, and the Kings are … maybe contenders? It still feels a 
little dicey, if we’re being honest. This is a team without anyone in the 
league’s top 20 scorers, with a blue line that was considered a weakness 
until Vladislav Gavrikov arrived and maybe still is, and with goaltending 
that doesn’t really scare you. That said, the Pacific is wide open, their 
scoring is balanced, they haven’t lost in regulation since February, and 
you could absolutely make the case that the duo of Pheonix Copley and 
Joonas Korpisalo, while not exactly Vezina-worthy, is still the division’s 
best. And of course, what’s left of the veteran core has been on a few 
long playoff runs in their day. At the very least, you’d think the Kings are 
the favorites if they draw the Kraken in Round 1, wouldn’t you? 

Of course, that’s not the matchup any of us want. After the Jonathan 
Quick trade drama, we want the Kings and Knights in Round 1, with 
Quick starting against his former team. That’s unlikely — not only would 
the standings have to bounce right for the matchup, but Quick would 
need to be the Vegas starter, and that may not be the playoff plan. But 
the hockey gods owe us a few favors, so we can at least ask. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed toward dead last, and the best lottery 
odds for Connor Bedard. 

I’ve got to be honest with you, now that the deadline has come and gone, 
this section will get kind of boring. Just a bunch of bad teams trying to 
lose, without much to keep track of other than which of their half-decent 
players are being mysteriously shut down for the season. Apologies in 
advance. 

5. Arizona Coyotes (24-32-11, -49) — They’re getting dangerously close 
to the Habs and Flyers, which is impressive for a young team of scrappy 
underdogs but potentially disastrous for their lottery odds. 

4. Anaheim Ducks (22-35-10, -99) — They’ve been heating up, such as it 
is, playing at a fake .500 pace over the last few weeks. More astonishing, 
they’ve mostly been keeping the puck out of the net. Is it enough to save 
Dallas Eakins’ job? No, but torpedoing their Bedard odds would be a 
pretty funny going-away present. 

3. San Jose Sharks (19-36-12, -59) — They’re climbing our rankings 
because you should never underestimate the power of a team full of 
veterans that collectively realize the season is over and they still have to 
go through the motions for another month. Tomorrow night brings a big 
showdown with the Blue Jackets with serious lottery implications. 

2. Columbus Blue Jackets (20-38-7, -75) — Tomorrow night brings a big 
showdown with the Sharks with serious lottery implications. I know I just 
said that but look, if you’re reading each and every entry in the bottom 
five then that sounds like a you problem. 

1. Chicago Blackhawks (22-38-6, -71) — Here’s something I only 
realized yesterday: When he went to the Rangers, Patrick Kane became 
just the second former MVP to be traded in the cap era. The first: Taylor 
Hall, who was dealt twice. Two other past MVPs have switched teams, 
with Joe Thornton and Corey Perry both bouncing around, but that was 
all via free agency. 

They play the Bruins tomorrow, and I wonder if this one has a chance to 
set some sort of record for the biggest underdog of hockey’s gambling 
era. I’m assuming we get Jeremy Swayman instead of Linus Ullmark so 
that probably narrows the spread down to what, Bruins by 7.5? 

Not ranked: Philadelphia Flyers — Last week I made a joke about this 
being deadline week for Chuck Fletcher. Turns out it was. We have our 
first GM firing of the season. 

If there’s a surprise here, it’s the timing — midseason changes are 
relatively rare when it comes to the front office. (Nashville recently 
announced a switch, but held off on the actual change until the summer.) 
There’s a “why now?” question, one that Eric digs into here. Then again, 
the ship had clearly sailed on Fletcher after an underwhelming deadline, 

so you might as well give Danny Briere a chance to settle into a job he’s 
apparently the favorite for. 

And yes, that would be the same Briere who starred for the Flyers for six 
seasons, and who remains a popular player with the fan base. It’s funny 
how those stars of the past often end up being the guy a team turns to 
when the fans are furious. Briere isn’t being pulled in off the golf course, 
having been building his front-office resume for years now. And it’s not 
like the former star gambit hasn’t worked for at least a few teams; 
Colorado did OK with that Joe Sakic guy. Briere could follow that path, 
although it remains to be seen whether the Flyers do a thorough search 
for the best candidate, or just hand the job directly to the popular former 
player. 

“It is a true honor to be in this role. I love the Flyers. I love the logo. I’ve 
spent a lot of days, a lot of sweat, a lot of sacrifice for this organization. 
It’s also the city I call home” 

It may not matter. While Fletcher made plenty of mistakes in 
Philadelphia, it always felt like he was doing the job with one hand tied 
behind his back by his bosses. At least occasionally, Fletcher would 
tiptoe up to the rebuild the Flyers so obviously need, only to have a 
Comcast suit nudge him in a different direction — sometimes publicly. 
Managing up is a big part of a GM’s job these days, but if the bosses 
have decided that their bad team should have a playoff spot, the job gets 
tougher. Maybe impossible. 

Now Briere gets to give it a try, at least for a few months. Presumably, 
the actual rebuild gets to happen now. In Philadelphia, that could mean 
more than just trading veterans for picks; Charlie makes a strong case for 
a total culture reset. For now, Flyer fans will have to be satisfied with 
having not-Fletcher running the show. It’s progress, at least, for a team 
that hasn’t seen much of it in years. 
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What happens when a top NHL coach takes the helm of a Pee Wee 
team? 

 

Joe Smith14-18 minutes 13/03/2023 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. – Rod Brind’Amour props open the bench door, leans 
over the ice and yells: 

“Hunt it, Brooks! Hunt for it.” 

Brind’Amour, the head coach of the Carolina Hurricanes, is at a near-
empty Polar Ice rink a little north of downtown. Brooks is his 11-year-old 
son, playing for the 11-and-under Junior Canes. And he’s skating hard on 
the forecheck, fighting for the puck. Brooks, the youngest and smallest 
player on the team, wears No. 17, just like his father. One of his 
linemates is Jagger Burns, 11, son of current Hurricanes defenseman 
Brent Burns. 

Brind’Amour may be the most decorated assistant coach for a youth 
hockey team in the country. And the guy next to him in flip flops and a 
black Hurricanes jumpsuit, retired Kings and Hurricanes winger Justin 
Williams, might be a close second. 

But on days like this, Williams says, “we’re just dads.” 

Brind’Amour, 52, has just returned from the NHL All-Star Game in South 
Florida. One day, he was offering instruction to superstars Sidney Crosby 
and Alex Ovechkin. A couple of days later, he is teaching hockey 
fundamentals to a team that includes Brooks, Jagger and Williams’ 11-
year-old daughter, Jade. 
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“They don’t have any clue I’m the coach of the Hurricanes,” Brind’Amour 
says. “It’s funny. I’m just Brooks’ dad.” 

And like dads everywhere, oftentimes when he tells the kids something, 
“I’ll get a little roll of the eyes,” he says. “I don’t get that from my (NHL) 
guys. I get it from the 11-year-olds, like, ‘You don’t know what you’re 
talking about.’” 

Of course, he does. Brind’Amour is one of the best coaches in the NHL 
(he was coach of the year in 2021) and his playing career is considered 
by some Hall of Fame-worthy. He’s currently leading a Hurricanes team 
primed for a run at the Stanley Cup. 

But if you ask him what brings him the most joy, the most fulfillment, it’s 
coaching these kids. 

His nights behind the NHL bench are his job, his livelihood, his identity. 
His nights with his son’s team are his sanctuary. 

On this particular Wednesday, Brind’Amour’s Junior Canes are taking on 
a team that’s the next age group up, and they’re down 5-2 entering the 
third period. At the second intermission, Brind’Amour, in a black jacket, 
cap and shorts, stands on the bench and props his left foot on the boards 
to address the group. 

“These guys are a little bigger and a little faster,” he tells them. “But the 
puck can move fast for you too if you stick with it. Let’s see how quick we 
can move the puck. 

“Let’s go!” 

They gather in a circle, put their hands in, and along with Brind’Amour, 
chant: 

“Canes on three! 1-2-3 Canes!” 

Rod Brind’Amour gives a few pointers to the Junior Canes. (Joe Smith / 
The Athletic) 

Brind’Amour had planned to arrive at the Junior Canes practice right 
before the 5:15 p.m. start. 

“Busy day,” he says. 

Now, here he is, a half-hour beforehand, diving into the back of his black 
Sierra pickup truck to grab his gear. 

There are a few constants in Brind’Amour’s routine, from 6 a.m. wakeups 
to daily workouts to … 

“He’s never late,” his wife, Amy, says. 

Brind’Amour grabs a scuffed-up Easton stick, slings a black equipment 
bag over his shoulder and walks into Polar Ice. It’s the same gear 
Brind’Amour used to tutor his oldest son, Skyler, who’s now a senior at 
Quinnipiac. 

“Same bag for 20 years,” he says, smiling. “Just keep it in the back of my 
truck.” 

Brind’Amour’s walk into the rink brings back memories. This was the 
Hurricanes practice facility back in January 2000 when he was traded 
from Philadelphia. One day, he was an All-Star in Philly, the next he was 
sharing the showers and facilities with beer leaguers in North Carolina. 

“I was like, ‘What’s going on here?’” Brind’Amour says, laughing. “That’s 
all they had. It’s crazy.” 

Did he ever envision still being here when he arrived just over two 
decades ago? 

“No chance,” Brind’Amour says. “It was, ‘How fast can I get out?’ Then 
you start meeting all these people involved with the team. It’s like, ‘Wait a 
minute. This is way different than I’m used to.’ The team started bringing 
in really good people. This was fun to be around.” 

The first few months Brind’Amour was here, he’d ask people around 
town, “Where do the Hurricanes play?” They’d reply, “‘Who are they?” 

“If I said in Philly, ‘Where do the Flyers play?'” he says, “they would have 
been like, ‘What?!'” 

It’s also the city where he met Amy. She was the daughter of former 
college basketball coach Eddie Biedenbach (Davidson, University of 
North Carolina at Asheville). They met on a blind date late in 
Brind’Amour’s playing career. 

They had lunch at a spot right by the Hurricanes practice rink. Both drove 
separately. Brind’Amour had gone through a public divorce, and Amy had 
just emerged from a four-year relationship. They were hedging their bets. 

Brind’Amour had long, black, slicked back hair. He was pretty quiet. 

“What do you do for a living?” she asked. 

“I play hockey,” he said. 

“Like, what’s your job?” she responded. 

“Yeah, that’s my job,” he deadpanned. 

Amy had to Google him. As she re-tells the story, Rod jumps in. 

“You played it up like you had no idea,” Brind’Amour cracks. 

After they had been on two dates, though, Amy says: “I was driving down 
US1 on a weekend, and there’s this huge billboard with him holding the 
Stanley Cup. I called him: ‘Oh my God, you’re on a billboard.’ He’s like, 
‘Yeah, it’s been up for a year.'” 

Hoisting hockey’s holy grail in 2006 was the best moment of his life and 
is still the most iconic moment in Hurricanes franchise history. It’s a 
feeling Brind’Amour desperately wants his current players to know. Here. 
In Raleigh. 

“I can’t imagine being anywhere else,” Brind’Amour says. “This is home.” 

Brind’Amour will spend three straight nights at Polar Ice during this early-
February Hurricanes bye week. On Tuesday, there’s a regular practice. 
Wednesday is more of a scrimmage. Thursday is a skills practice, which 
includes a little gym workout (which Brind’Amour participates in), a video 
session (which Brind’Amour runs) and on-ice drills. 

“You’d be surprised how much is the same,” Brind’Amour says. “This is 
the age where we start putting it in. The forecheck is the exact same. 
There’s less detail, very basic, same as D-zone. It’s the same principles. 
Hockey is hockey. There’s one way to do it, in my opinion. 

“At this age, they’re a little too young to really grasp it. Unless you do it 
over and over and over, they never grasp it. But a year or two from now, 
you start seeing it, when they’re 13, 14.” 

With that, Brind’Amour disappears into the locker room. Time to get 
ready. 

Kids are popping on their shoulder pads, tying their skates. There’s no 
real pep talk. The biggest task is helping with equipment. The team’s 
head coach, Cody Staves, and assistant Ron Koss — a Purple Heart 
veteran with a tour in Iraq — are already in their black team sweatsuits. 

Staves says he got a voicemail out of the blue from Brind’Amour a couple 
of years ago. 

“Hey, it’s Rod,” he says. “I’d like to help. Just give me a call.” 

Brind’Amour had helped coach Skyler and wanted to do the same with 
Brooks. Staves didn’t expect him to be this active, though. Brind’Amour is 
always available via phone if there are any questions or advice needed. 
He watches their games and practices online if he can’t make it in 
person. On Thursdays, Brind’Amour is in the gym with the kids — mostly 
overseeing stretching and bodyweight drills, nothing crazy — and runs 
the video session. He’ll typically use his Hurricanes games as a 
reference point. 

“One time, they showed my dad on the Sharks, and he was just getting 
dominated by the Canes — it was so awful,” jokes Jagger Burns. 
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Jagger says Brind’Amour-run practices are a lot more advanced than 
what he experienced in Northern California. 

“Coach Rod is so smart,” Jagger says. “The day we got traded (to 
Carolina), my dad had a meeting. After the meeting, he showed me a 
picture. I didn’t know it was (Brind’Amour). I’m like, ‘That guy is ripped.’ 
He’s like, ‘That’s your coach.'” 

There’s not a lot of screaming by Brind’Amour. No whistles. Most of the 
time is spent in one-on-one conversations, where Brind’Amour skates up 
to a kid, puts his hand on their shoulder and repeats an instruction. It’s 
harder to coach the kids than NHLers, Brind’Amour says, but it’s fun to 
see the enjoyment. If they score in practice, it’s like it’s in Game 7. 

“You get bigger gains from the little guys,” Brind’Amour says. “It’s a 
rewarding job. It’s like you’re a teacher. They’re not doing it for financial 
reasons. They love the job. That’s coaching, really. 

“This is not work. The big job (in the NHL) becomes work some days. 
Taking a red-eye home from Anaheim after a loss, it’s like, ‘This is not 
fun. I don’t want to be doing this.’ The good far outweighs the bad with 
this job that’s for sure.” 

Brind’Amour’s dad, Bob, coached him until he was 15. Bob Brind’Amour 
was a pipefitter at the local mill in the town of Prince Rupert, British 
Columbia (population 12,000). Rod vividly remembers his father waking 
up at 6 a.m., putting on overalls and going to a job he hated. “It made me 
not want to do that,” Rod says. After work, Bob got home, put on his 
skates and helped his son at his game. He emphasized hard work. 

Bob put his son on defense. There were barely enough players to fill a 
team, much less a good blue line. 

“I was like, ‘No way,'” Brind’Amour recalls. “How am I going to be like 
Gretzky if I’m on D?’ He’s like, ‘Shut your mouth. You’re going to play D. 
You’ll play half the game.’ 

“It was one of the best things to happen to me. I learned the game from a 
different perspective for when I went back to center. I wish I would have 
played defenseman all the way. My mind worked better that way, seeing 
everything. Obviously, it worked out OK.” 

Brind’Amour won two Selke Trophies as the league’s best defensive 
forward in what could end up being a Hall of Fame career. But while he’s 
on the ice for Tuesday’s practice, he isn’t getting the most attention. 

That goes to the Hurricanes’ mascot, Stormy, there to do a promotional 
shoot for the Feb. 18 Stadium Series game in Raleigh. Players from the 
10-year-old team, which is waiting to go on the ice, bang the glass and 
yell “STORMY!” as the furry figure does on-ice drills with the kids. 

“They’re more excited for a mascot,” one dad quips. 

Up in the stands, a few moms watch. Krista Kyle says her family moved 
from Massachusetts and was surprised to find out Brind’Amour was one 
of the coaches for her son Tyler’s team. The moment Tyler saw 
Brind’Amour, he told her, “Wait, I’ve seen him on TV.” 

“Tyler respects him so much, he wouldn’t joke with him,” Krista says. 
“There’s too much riding on it. He wants his approval. He wants to skate 
hard and play well.” 

Helping coach his son Brooks and the rest of the Junior Canes is a far 
cry from the NHL, but it is its own reward. (Joe Smith / The Athletic) 

Walk up to Brind’Amour’s two-story, four-bedroom North Raleigh home, 
and there’s a hockey goal in the driveway. A protective net behind it. A 
few pucks laying around. 

Loud barks from the family’s 4-year-old brown Lab, Bodie, serve as the 
doorbell. 

A ball in his mouth, the furry 75-pounder just wants to play. 

“A little too friendly,” Brind’Amour jokes. 

Brooks, wearing a Canes “Bunch of Jerks” hat backwards, has just 
gotten home from school, with his father picking him up. On most days, 
Brind’Amour hits baseballs or golf balls in the backyard with his son (he’s 
also an assistant coach on his summer baseball team). But they’re in a 
bit of a rush before leaving for practice on this night. 

So Brind’Amour heads to the stove and makes Brooks a grilled cheese 
for some pre-scrimmage fuel. 

Brooks scarfs the sandwich and packs into the family’s white Ford 
Expedition for the daily carpool to the rink. Brooks’ team will face an older 
team (Under-12s) in a scrimmage. 

The Expedition pulls up to the rink, and Brooks puts his bag of gear over 
his shoulder. 

His father does the same. 

“You ready, Brooksie?” Jagger says in greeting. 

“Yep,” Brooks replies, and then heads to the locker room. 

As Brind’Amour enters the building, he stands by the glass and stares at 
the empty rink. In the NHL, he’s known for his emotional, motivating 
speeches. But he isn’t one to give a lot of pep talks to 11-year-olds. 

Williams sat next to Brind’Amour in the Hurricanes dressing room as a 
teammate for six years, then played for him for several more. The retired 
center says when Brind’Amour speaks to people, you can feel the 
emotion. He’ll talk to the kids, but the message, the lessons, carry a 
different tone. 

“You teach 11 year olds about discipline, how to play the game, how you 
win and how you lose, it’s almost like life as well,” Williams says. “To 
have a good attitude, bad attitude, that’s what coaches look for. There’s 
so many things you can learn in every sport. Really hockey, it teaches 
you a lot of things. He’ll tell them to ‘stay with it’ and teaches them how to 
be good hockey players — and people.” 

Brind’Amour says he always wanted to coach. When he was an assistant 
with the Hurricanes, he told management he’d love to coach their AHL 
affiliate in Charlotte, but the gig was taken. Brind’Amour even reached 
out to his alma mater, Michigan State, to put his name in for its head 
coaching job when it was vacant. The Spartans turned him down, saying 
he hadn’t completed his degree, so he’d be out of the running. 

“At that point, it’s like, ‘Will it ever happen?'” says close friend Wilson 
Hoyle. “But it ended up the best thing that happened to him. To the 
Hurricanes. To these kids.” 

Brind’Amour says if he had gotten the Michigan State job, he’d probably 
still be there. And loving it. But he’d also still be coaching Brooks. On 
Wednesday, there’s one minute when Brind’Amour is helping Brooks 
tape his stick. Later, he’s yelling from the bench about where to go on the 
ice, where the defenders are. When the team scores after consistent 
pressure on the net, Brind’Amour turns to Brooks and his teammates. 

“See how they ambush them?” he says. “Go to the net.” 

The kids nod. 

“I’ve had all these kids for a few years,” Brind’Amour says. “You keep 
telling them something and then, all of a sudden, it clicks. Then they 
never do it wrong again. Those are the cool moments.” 

Brind’Amour’s second intermission speech doesn’t make for a crazy 
comeback, and the Junior Canes lose by three goals. But the kids are 
having fun. They’ll be back the next night for a skills-related practice. 
They will be in the gym and then Watch video. 

Brind’Amour will be there too, leading the way. 

As he waits for Brooks, he hears a familiar voice. It’s Jagger. 

“See you Coach Rod!” 
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ESPN / NHL playoff standings update: Who will be West's No. 1 seed? 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

9–11 minutes 

11:00 AM 

 

Over the weekend, the Boston Bruins became the first team to clinch a 
playoff berth, and any reasonable observer would conclude that they will 
be the East's No. 1 seed, barring a tremendous collapse in the closing 
weeks. 

The West's race for No. 1 is another story. 

Through 67 games, the Vegas Golden Knights lead the charge with 88 
points and 30 regulation wins. With one game in hand, the Dallas Stars 
have 85 points and 30 regulation wins. Taking a peek at the two clubs' 
schedules, the Knights have eight games against teams currently in 
playoff position (out of 15 total), including a matchup against the Stars on 
April 8 on ABC/ESPN+. Of the Stars' 16 remaining games, only six are 
against teams in a playoff spot. 

Of course, other teams could enter the mix as well. The Minnesota Wild 
are at 84 points and 27 regulation wins through 67 games, while the Los 
Angeles Kings are at 85 and 28 through 67. This race is far from over. 

As we enter the final stretch of the regular season, it's time to check in on 
all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for position in the 
2023 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Boston Bruins vs. WC2 New York Islanders 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 Pittsburgh Penguins 

M2 New Jersey Devils vs. M3 New York Rangers 

Western Conference 

C1 Dallas Stars vs. WC1 Edmonton Oilers 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 Winnipeg Jets 

P1 Vegas Golden Knights vs. WC2 Colorado Avalanche 

P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Seattle Kraken 

Monday's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All games not on ESPN, TNT or NHL Network 
are available via NHL Power Play, which is included in an ESPN+ 
subscription (local blackout restrictions apply). 

Colorado Avalanche at Montreal Canadiens, 7:30 p.m. (NHLN) 

Buffalo Sabres at Toronto Maple Leafs, 7:30 p.m. 

Dallas Stars at Seattle Kraken, 10 p.m. 

Sunday's scoreboard 

Watch "In the Crease" on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Detroit Red Wings 5, Boston Bruins 3 

Pittsburgh Penguins 3, New York Rangers 2 (OT) 

New Jersey Devils 3, Carolina Hurricanes 0 

Vegas Golden Knights 5, St. Louis Blues 3 

Winnipeg Jets 3, Tampa Bay Lightning 2 

Calgary Flames 5, Ottawa Senators 1 

Nashville Predators 5, Anaheim Ducks 4 (OT) 

Arizona Coyotes 5, Minnesota Wild 4 (OT) 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

x - Boston Bruins 

Points: 105 

Regulation wins: 43 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 17 

Points pace: 133 

Next game: @ CHI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 88 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 17 

Points pace: 111 

Next game: vs. BUF (Monday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 103 

Next game: @ NJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 73 
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Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 89 

Next game: vs. MTL (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 39% 

Tragic number: 27 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 87 

Next game: @ EDM (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 5% 

Tragic number: 26 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Points pace: 87 

Next game: @ TOR (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 7% 

Tragic number: 27 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 86 

Next game: @ NSH (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 2% 

Tragic number: 25 

Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 72 

Next game: vs. COL (Monday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 14 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 94 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 17 

Points pace: 119 

Next game: vs. WPG (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New Jersey Devils 

Points: 94 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 117 

Next game: vs. TB (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 104 

Next game: vs. WSH (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 78 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 97 

Next game: vs. MTL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 86% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 92 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 14, 2023 

 

Next game: @ LA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 48% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 87 

Next game: @ NYR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 13% 

Tragic number: 25 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 73 

Next game: vs. VGK (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 15 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Points pace: 59 

Next game: @ SJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 5 

Central Division 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 85 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 106 

Next game: @ SEA (Monday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 103 

Next game: @ STL (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 97% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 97 

Next game: @ CAR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 73% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 78 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 18 

Points pace: 100 

Next game: @ MTL (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 97% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 18 

Points pace: 94 

Next game: vs. DET (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 31% 

Tragic number: 31 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 21 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 78 

Next game: vs. MIN (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 17 

Arizona Coyotes 
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Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 72 

Next game: vs. CGY (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 11 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 50 

Regulation wins: 14 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 62 

Next game: vs. BOS (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 4 

Pacific Division 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 88 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 108 

Next game: @ PHI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 85 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 104 

Next game: vs. NYI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 98% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Seattle Kraken 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 101 

Next game: vs. DAL (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 92% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 98 

Next game: vs. OTT (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 94% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 89 

Next game: @ ARI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 16% 

Tragic number: 25 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Points pace: 77 

Next game: vs. DAL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 17 

Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 12 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 66 

Next game: vs. NYI (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 6 

San Jose Sharks 

Points: 50 

Regulation wins: 14 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 
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Points pace: 61 

Next game: vs. CBJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 2 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team might move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. Sitting No. 1 on the 
draft board for this summer is Connor Bedard, who has been lauded as a 
generational talent. 

1. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 15 

2. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 50 

Regulation wins: 14 

3. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 50 

Regulation wins: 14 

4. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 12 

5. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 17 

6. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 18 

7. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 22 

8. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 17 

9. St. Louis Blues 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 21 

10. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 24 

11. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 24 

12. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 26 

13. Washington Capitals 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 25 

14. Calgary Flames 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 24 

15. Nashville Predators 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 24 

16. Florida Panthers* 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 28 

Notes on traded picks impacting the top 16: 

    Montreal will receive Florida's first-round pick as a result of the trade 
last season that sent Ben Chiarot to the Panthers. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why Sheldon Keefe is using 11-and-7: The pros, cons, 
and where this is headed 

 

Luke Fox | March 14, 2023, 1:33 AM 

9–11 minutes 

 

TORONTO – Sheldon Keefe, by nature, is a tinkerer. 

The whiteboard is his beaker, coloured Sharpies his elixirs. 

Part chemist, part coach, the man shouting surnames behind the Toronto 
Maple Leafs bench has been blessed — or, depending on your love for 
stability, cursed — with the gift of time. 

Try as one might to sell the importance of the Maple Leafs’ remaining 16 
games, in these quarters, the results matter less than the learning. 

Even with Monday’s lacklustre 4-3 collapse to a desperate Buffalo 
Sabres club, the Leafs are the NHL’s fourth-best club. They are up four 
points (plus a game in hand) on a first-round opponent, the Tampa Bay 
Lighting, that they’ve known about for months and are an 88 per cent 
lock as the Atlantic Division’s No. 2 seed, per MoneyPuck.com. 

It’s no secret they’ve hit cruise control, and with little reason to be urgent 
until mid-April, it would be hard to blame them. 

True, they haven’t embarked on so much as a four-game win streak 
since the first half of November. But they also haven’t lost consecutive 
outings since Jan. 14, and they’ve only hit a losing skid longer than two 
games once — way back in October, when they dropped four on the road 
and the sky was falling. 

That was eight trades ago. 

Feels like a lifetime ago. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 14, 2023 

 

Frustrating as it may be for the ticket-buying public who invest on a 
sluggish night, these Leafs now know when to slam the gas and when to 
rest the engine for the big race. 

Which brings us back to Keefe, who wants to test-drive every model in 
the lot before committing to his ride. 

“We’re trying to put our players in the best spot possible to win every 
game while also having an eye towards what's coming,” Keefe says, 
following Monday’s blown lead. “Whether that's trying different things that 
you may want to look at in certain times, or sometimes maybe you have 
to (change a line). 

“Different things happen that you may want to get ahead of.” 

Keefe tugs at the memory of his undisputed top line from 2021-22 — 
Michael Bunting–Auston Matthews–Mitchell Marner — tearing through 
the league… until Bunting suffered an injury shortly before the Lightning 
series and was not nearly as effectual. 

“So, we are certainly trying some things that are with an eye towards 
scenarios that might happen,” Keefe says. 

If Bunting goes down, Alexander Kerfoot can jump up. If Matthews and 
Marner stop clicking, Marner can reunite with John Tavares. We know 
Nylander can find a hot stretch with Matthews. Prior to Ryan O’Reilly’s 
busted finger, he too had made the rounds with a slew of top-nine 
wingers. 

GM Kyle Dubas seemingly brought in power-play specialist Erik 
Gustafsson as Toronto’s seventh (eighth?) defenceman at the deadline 
in event that injuries pile up or the special teams hits a major rut. 

Keefe wants everyone to feel comfortable skating alongside everyone 
else. Just in case. 

The coach has been burnt so often by the unexpected (see: alarming 
postseason injuries to Tavares and Jake Muzzin, twice) that he’s now 
running repeated fire drills in anticipation of the next blaze. Because he is 
hyperaware the next implosion will cause the whole room to go up in 
smoke. 

Only time will tell, of course, if this all this line-juggling and partner-
swapping results in a nimbler lineup when the inevitable curveballs of do-
or-die hockey start flinging the Leafs’ way. 

Or: Is there some measure of overthought or overpreparation going on? 
Could this lack of repetition and rhythm on the bench be detracting from 
a more singular plan? 

Surely there is an end date (say, April 1?) to Keefe’s fact-finding mission, 
a point in the regular season where he starts dress-rehearsing his Game 
83 lineup. 

The buzzy topic these days is Toronto’s 11-forward, seven-defenceman 
deployment, an approach Keefe himself described as “not Option A” but 
has been warming to. 

“We’ve played some of our best hockey with 11 and 7,” Keefe said, 
pointing to wins over Calgary and Edmonton. 

The positives: 

• Guards against an in-game injury or misconduct to a defenceman. 

• Prevents a bubble D-man such as Timothy Liljegren, Luke Schenn, or 
Gustafsson from getting discouraged by frequent healthy scratches. The 
new D are getting acclimatized and feeling engaged. 

• Opens more ice time for superstar forwards. Matthews (23:20), Marner 
(22:30), Nylander (22:24), and Tavares (19:40) all skated more than 
Keefe’s most-used defenceman, Morgan Rielly (18:34) Monday. 

• Keefe hasn’t been using his 12th forward — right now, that’s Alex 
Steeves — much anyway. “Especially with the O’Reilly injury, it’s a lot 
easier for us to play seven,” he says. 

• Can throw the opposition off-guard. 

“When the other team is trying to match your rhythm with their D pairs 
and their matchups, you can really mess with that a little bit. They're not 
quite sure what's coming next,” Keefe explains. 

“While 12 and 6 is the most comfortable situation, it might not be the best 
one.” 

The negatives: 

• Risk. What if a forward gets hurt in-game, as O’Reilly did during the 
Leafs’ loss in Vancouver? On that night, Keefe’s forwards were so 
exhausted, he considered throwing one of his extra D-men on wing. 

• Places extra stress on the coaches to adjust on the fly. Instead of 
simply yelling, “Matthews Line!” Keefe must call out all three names. He 
must monitor ice times and fatigue levels of individuals more closely. 

• Games with plenty of special-teams action complicate rhythm even 
more. The in-the-moment evaluation can be a load to handle. 

“What I found is you have a plan going into it, but you really have to 
respond to what’s happening in the game,” Keefe said. 

• Players can get lost in their heads, not the game. 

Tyler Johnson put it nicely when Jon Cooper began using 11/7 in Tampa 
Bay Lightning’s early playoff runs: “The chemistry is always different. I’m 
still trying to figure out what to expect and what to do. It's hard to build on 
anything because it’s always somebody different. But the team is playing 
well right now, so we got to keep on going.” 

Ironically, it is the organization Keefe is ultimately trying to outsmart that 
popularized 11/7 in this era. 

Our bet: When O’Reilly is healthy and the postseason comes into sight, 
Keefe reverts to the more familiar 12/6. 

But, hey, 11/7 will just be one more experiment off the list, another tool in 
his deep box of combinations, and one less surprise to throw at his 
players. 

“In terms of staying with it, I thought we wouldn't do that,” Keefe says. 
“But after processing some things, it's important to keep our depth on 
defense involved and engaged. 

“We might discover through this we just might be better at 11 and 7. Look 
at how things have gone for us as of late, and you can see some of the 
positives coming out of it. I think it’s important we’re not just locked in to 
12 and 6.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• A microphone malfunction prevented anthem singer Natalie Morris from 
belting out “The Star-Spangled Banner” prior to puck drop. 

A rink full of Canadians stepped in to sing it for her. 

“I’m really glad you mentioned that,” Sabres coach Don Granato said. 
“That was a pretty special moment — to be in Canada and hear the 
crowd singing our anthem. So, hats off to the fans that were here. I think 
that will be a memorable thing for anyone who’s in the building. What a 
great place this is. Lots of great people. And they rose to the occasion.” 

 "Everybody coming together, it’s pretty cool to see that in any building, 
but obviously when you’re in Toronto and it’s the American anthem,” 
American Auston Matthews agreed. “That was a really cool gesture by 
everyone.” 

• With his club’s defensive performance stumbling and focus slipping, 
Granato healthy-scratched Victor Olofsson — he of a career-high 24 
goals but also a minus-22 rating — for the first time this season. 

• Leafs Nation has always loved its hard-hitting, blue-collar grinders. 
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Fourth liner Noel “Cookie” Acciari was greeted Saturday at Scotiabank 
Arena with a fan-made sign showing support for Number 52 alongside a 
drawing of Cookie Monster. 

“It’s awesome. They accept my love for cookies, and it’s showing out 
there,” Acciari says. 

Adds Keefe: “It’s a great nickname. You don't get too many of those.” 

(The Maple Leafs are also happy to call Ryan O’Reilly by his nickname, 
“Factor,” to avoid any O’Reilly/Rielly confusion.) 

• Sabres fans are officially on Devon Levi watch. 

With Levi’s college campaign in Providence over, the 21-year-old 
prospect can sign his entry-level contract whenever he wishes. 

In 66 career NCAA games, Levi posted a 38-22-6 record, with a 1.90 
goals-against average and 16 shutouts. 

Levi’s .942 save percentage is the second-best career mark in men’s 
college hockey history. 

Only Connor Hellebuyck (.946), who played eight fewer games, was 
better. He turned out OK. 

• Luke Schenn, proud father of three, is back in Toronto and could play a 
home game as early as Wednesday. 

Acciari’s wife and their two young children also made the move Monday. 
Finally. It took a couple weeks to sort out a passport for 11-month-old 
daughter Sutton. 

“I’ve definitely missed them,” he says. “Knowing they’re coming today is 
exciting.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / After long Covid derailed career, Brandon Sutter finally 
has hope he could play again 

 

Eric Francis | March 13, 2023, 8:30 PM 

5–6 minutes 

 

Almost two years after COVID-19 dramatically altered the course of his 
life, Brandon Sutter still doesn’t have all the answers. 

Nor has he been able to fully recover from the effects of long Covid that 
derailed his career. 

What the 34-year-old Canucks centre does finally have is hope – a belief 
he may soon be able to fully immerse himself in a training regimen that 
leads to another shot in the NHL. 

“You never know, but I feel like I’m working my way through it, and I see 
light at the end of the tunnel,” said Sutter on the Eric Francis show 
Monday. 

“I’m able to work out again, and just do everyday things. ... I’ve been 
skating a couple days a week with the (Red Deer) Rebels. ... I can’t quite 
do the things I want to do, I can’t quite push it to a level I need to, but I’m 
getting better, and there is definitely hope it will all be behind me by mid-
summer. 

“If so, and I’m feeling good, I’ll give it my best chance to go for it.” 

Best case scenario, his health continues to improve, and he finds a team 
willing to give him a look in training camp next fall on a professional 
tryout offer (PTO) – no strings attached. 

“That’s the goal,” said the veteran of over 800 NHL games, who hasn’t 
played an NHL game in almost two years. “That would be best for myself 
and whatever team, so I can see how it goes in camp and make sure I’m 
able to do it. ... If I don’t think I’m able to, I won’t. 

“Moving home (to Red Deer) with three kids, it’s great to settle down, but 
there’s definitely part of me that really doesn’t want my career to end the 
way it has, to this point. 

“Any player that has their career taken from them due to injury knows it’s 
not an easy thing to go through.” 

Sutter and almost all of his Canucks teammates tested positive for Covid 
in March 2021, but despite being hit hard by it, he was able to return to 
finish the season without issue. 

That summer Sutter signed a one-year extension with the Canucks, only 
to have his health start to deteriorate in August as he tried ramping up for 
the season.  

He hasn’t played since. 

While he sees his time at home with his family as a blessing, he’d love 
nothing more than to share one final season with them as an NHLer. 

“My kids are six, four and one now, and with Covid the last couple years 
they haven’t been able to be around the rink, so I haven’t had the chance 
to share hockey with them the way I dreamed I would,” said Sutter, who 
has fond memories of hanging around his father Brent’s NHL dressing 
room as a child. 

“I’d kind of like to have them running around the rink like I was when I 
was a kid. It would be kind of a cool thing. ... So I would like that one year 
to give it chance.” 

He’s still undergoing tests, meeting with physicians in Calgary, and even 
taking guidance from experts in the naturopath community, who have 
been a big help. 

“You hit a point where you’re desperate and you’ll try anything, and low 
and behold, they’re the ones figuring it out for me,” said Sutter, whose 
issues have confounded the medical community. “It’s good to have 
answers. 

“It’s been a long road, going back almost two years now. ... The hardest 
part was it was taking forever to figure out what the issue was, and why I 
was feeling so crappy all the time. ... No one could figure out why I was 
having these issues. 

“When you have stomach or lung issues and you go get things checked 
out and everything comes back normal, you can’t figure out why you’re 
having digestive problems or why you can’t breathe and why all this stuff 
is happening.” 

Sutter said only after learning about the immune system is it starting to 
make sense. 

“It has nothing to do with the virus itself anymore, it’s how your immune 
system reacted to it,” explained Sutter, whose initial bout with Covid had 
him feeling like he was on the verge of suffocating at times. 

“You basically have a dysregulated immune system, as a response from 
your body. ... Figuring out why that happened is the pickle in all of it – it’s 
the hard part to figure out. 

“It’s a tricky thing when you’re talking immune system stuff – it’s not 
common knowledge to most doctors either, so it’s tough.” 

The only other person in the hockey world who could relate to Sutter’s 
issues was Jonathan Toews, who reached out to Sutter to discuss the 
issues that sidelined the Blackhawks captain for a season.  

“We talked about it a bit, and I didn’t really understand the things he was 
talking about with what he had going on,” he said. "Fast forward to this 
year and I’ve kind of realized there are a lot of similarities. 

“It’s been good to at least have someone to talk about it with.” 
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Through a clinic in Calgary he’s since met people outside the game 
dealing with similar symptoms. 

“You’re not alone, but it’s a rare thing,” he said. “Fortunately, no one else 
close to me, or teammates, had any bad, long-lasting effects. ... 
Unfortunately I did. 

 “So, just dealing with them a day at a time. 

“I’ll just see what my body can do.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Given time to recover and think, Canucks' Thatcher 
Demko returns to usual form 

 

Iain MacIntyre | March 13, 2023, 8:51 PM 

6–7 minutes 

 

VANCOUVER – It wasn’t just the time to heal that was vitally important to 
Thatcher Demko during his three months off, it was the time to think. 

It was the chance for the Vancouver Canucks’ goalie to assess why 
things went wrong for him at the start of the National Hockey League 
season, and how he could plot his way back not only to full health after 
tearing his groin on Dec. 1 but to full form. Back to the elite goalie he was 
last season. 

Five games into his return – four wins and a .928 save rate – the 27-
year-old looks whole again in every sense. 

Thatcher Demko looks like Thatcher Demko, which is fantastic news for 
Canucks as they take inventory before this season ends about what they 
have going into next season. 

“I knew coming back it was a good opportunity for a fresh start,” Demko 
said Monday after the Canucks practised for Tuesday night’s home game 
against the Dallas Stars. “I spent a lot of time on the mental side of 
things, building myself back up and making sure, you know, that I was 
using these last games that I had to set myself up for next season and try 
to get my game back to where I know it can be.” 

It appears to be there. The four wins Demko has since returning two 
weeks ago from the worst injury of his career is more than he 
accumulated in the first two months of the season, when he struggled to 
a 3-10-2 start and .883 save percentage. 

After undergoing an undisclosed medical procedure at the end of last 
season – Demko has characterized it as common for goaltenders – the 
San Diegan reported back to the Canucks in early August, putting off his 
honeymoon to spend extra prep time in Vancouver with goalie coach Ian 
Clark. 

He said in September he never felt better prepared for a season and 
made it clear that he expected even more from himself after last year’s 
breakthrough, telling Sportsnet: “Sure, it was a step. But I definitely 
thought that there were stretches where I could have been better. I 
expect a lot more from myself this year.” 

As an organization, the Canucks expected more of themselves, too. And 
when both the team and their star goalie foundered last fall, the weight of 
their expectations began to sink them. 

“It's easy to speculate, you know what I mean?” Demko said Monday 
when asked about the cause of his slow start. “You can find anything and 
make it the reason if you want to. For me, something that I've been 
working on a lot my whole career has just been (being) a little bit easier 
on myself at times. I definitely felt like I was applying a lot of pressure on 

myself as things were getting worse and worse, and the tension kind of 
builds a little bit. 

“I definitely think I'm better off for this season, having learned a lot – a 
ton, to be honest. I feel like a whole new person going through these last 
five months.” 

Did he put too much pressure on himself? 

“Yeah, maybe,” he said. “I think. . . it had gotten past the point of enjoying 
it, you know? It felt so business-like for me coming into this season. Like I 
said, I learned a lot from it and I'm definitely excited for what's ahead, 
having learned the lessons that I did learn.” 

Demko’s injury, which eventually pushed the Canucks past the tipping 
point as the team plummeted from the playoff race during the final weeks 
under coach Bruce Boudreau, may prove to be another launch point for 
the goalie. 

He went 33-22-7 last season with a .915 save rate, and by several 
advanced metrics was a top-five goalie in the league. Demko finished 
seventh in Vezina Trophy balloting by general managers. 

“The first couple days it's like, ‘holy, man, this sucks,’” Demko said of his 
injury. “That's just the type of season it was. But as you reflect and you 
have conversations with the people that are around you that care about 
you. . . they kind of help you steer yourself. It pretty quickly turned into 
me realizing that I had a lot of time to reflect and I had a lot of time to 
work on my physiology, my biology, the mental side of things, just the 
whole thing. It's only been five games, but I definitely want to keep 
building off the start I've had coming back.” 

Which means he will continue to play games no matter how much coach 
Rick Tocchet’s deployment of his best players frustrate tankists in 
Canucks Nation. With a three-game road trip to Arizona and California 
looming, the team is near the end of a stretch of seven games in 18 
days. 

The schedule has given Tocchet plenty of time for systems work and the 
Canucks, 31st in the NHL defensively when he took over from Boudreau, 
are transforming into a far sturdier, more dependable team. In the last 
two games, against the Ottawa Senators and Anaheim Ducks, Demko 
faced only 42 shots. 

“It's definitely encouraging to see the transformation,” he said. 
“Obviously, we're still trying to get better every day as a team. But just 
the energy in the room and the willingness to commit to getting better 
every day has definitely taken a step for us. It's something that every 
good team does.” 

It's another reason Demko is eager to remain with the Canucks despite 
playing only four NHL playoff games in nearly seven years with the 
organization. 

“I'm pretty loyal guy, and I'm definitely a guy that wants to be part of the 
solution instead of trying to scurry away when things get hard,” he said. “I 
have grown up with a handful of these guys here in this organization. I've 
been here a long time. I'm not a guy that wants to run away when things 
get hard. I think we have the pieces in here (to win). And I don't think 
there'd be a better feeling in the world than being a part of the team that 
brought a championship to this city. To be able to say that I was a part of 
that is something that really excites me.” 
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TSN.CA / Sabres wary of Marner’s takeaway talent 

 

Mark Masters 

10–12 minutes 
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The Maple Leafs and Buffalo Sabres held optional skates at Scotiabank 
Arena on Monday.  

Mitch Marner posted a career-high five points the last time he faced the 
Buffalo Sabres.  

"He’s a competitor," said Sabres winger Alex Tuch, who's expected to 
return from an eight-game injury absence. "You can see it each and 
every night. He hates, not losing in general, but just losing puck battles. 
He hates losing a shift and that's something that I got to give him a lot of 
credit for. I love to compete against a guy like that. He's not chippy. He's 
not cheap. He'll go in and he'll battle against anybody." 

Marner’s relentless approach was on display once again Saturday. With 
the Leafs trailing the Oilers 3-1 in the second period, Marner created 
instant offence with a couple sneaky steals. The all-star winger leads the 
NHL in takeaways.  

"He reads the play really well, but it's his tenacity," Tuch said. "He's got a 
lot of strips from behind. He's not the fastest player in the league, but he 
really is able to continue to press on, and as soon as you hesitate and 
don't know he's behind you, he's going to pick that puck off and go the 
other way. It leads to a lot offence on their side. I know a lot of guys on 
that team really like playing with him – not only for his of his abilities with 
the puck, but his ability to take the puck away and create transition and 
create turnovers." 

Sam Lafferty, who is five games into his Leafs career, is certainly 
enjoying life on Marner's side.  

"He just reads the way so well and he skates so well that you might think 
you have a step on him or a passing lane's there, but he jumps on it and 
takes it away," said the centre, who was acquired from the Chicago 
Blackhawks on Feb. 27. "I'm really impressed, like, how much energy he 
brings every single day. Before the games, during the game, the way he 
plays, it's like he never runs out of juice. It's really impressive and I think 
everyone feeds off it." 

What's he like before games?  

"He's just buzzing, you know, the same way as on the ice," said Lafferty. 
"He's loud. He's a vocal guy and he brings the jam for us." 

Marner leads the Leafs with 83 points and is currently lining up beside 
Auston Matthews on the top unit.  

"They all have hockey sense," said Sabres coach Don Granato of 
Toronto's stars. "When combined together, they can think very fast, very 
quick, especially off of turnovers, which we fed a couple times already 
this year." 

The Leafs have outscored the Sabres 11-5 in a pair of wins this season.  

"We played a little too loose the first couple times," Granato said when 
the previous games were raised. "We're aware of what you just 
mentioned and have to adjust accordingly to work to minimize that. 
They're an explosive, prolific offensive team, so you can play very well 
against them and still give up goals." 

ContentId(1.1930983): Power, Sabres will look to keep it simple against 
tenacious Marner 

Noel Acciari will be reunited with his wife and two young kids – ages two 
and a half and 11 months – before Monday's game.  

"They fly in today," the 31-year-old forward said with a big smile. "I've 
definitely missed them ... just excited to see them." 

Acciari was acquired from the St. Louis Blues along with Ryan O'Reilly 
on Feb. 17.  

"I'm trying to get my bearings," he said. "I've played here, but there's 
certain things I haven't found yet. Like, I'm looking for restaurants and 
dinner spots. But it's still early and we've been on the road a bit." 

Acciari is quickly becoming a fan favourite because of his gritty style and 
fun nickname. He's been dubbed "Cookie" because of his love for the 
snack. One fan brought a sign bearing the Sesame Street character 
Cookie Monster to Saturday's game.  

"It's awesome," said Acciari. "They accepted my love for cookies and it's 
showing out there. The fans have been great, welcoming. This whole 
organization, everyone, the city has been great to me, my family, and it 
makes it a lot easier for me to play my game and do what I do." 

Acciari scored twice in Saturday's win over the Oilers. His sound 
defensive play was also key. Keefe deployed the Matthews line against 
Connor McDavid to start the game, but with his team trailing, Sheldon 
Keefe changed the matchup and asked Acciari, David Kampf and Zach 
Aston-Reese to soak up some shifts against the game's most dynamic 
player.  

"All of the sudden I needed to get Auston a little more free and get our 
best offensive people playing against their third and fourth lines and fifth 
and sixth defencemen and all that," the coach said. "So, in order to do 
that, especially against that calibre of player, you need to have other 
guys you can trust to get you through that match-up." 

Acciari held his own during four minutes and 28 seconds of ice time 
against McDavid with shots being split 3-3 between the teams, per 
NaturalStatTrick.com.   

"That, to me, is where the biggest impact is felt," Keefe said of Acciari's 
addition.  

With only 11 forwards dressed, Keefe mixed and matched throughout the 
night, but Acciari's line remained intact.  

"Our line has a mix of everything, so we're going to give you something 
every night," Acciari promised. "The three of us, we've meshed well. It's 
simple and we know what we're going to do and that makes it easy to 
play together." 

ContentId(1.1930921): Acciari on Leafs Nation: 'They accept my love for 
cookies' 

Keefe is open to sticking with the 11 forward and seven defencemen 
alignment in the playoffs.  

"We've played some of our best hockey with 11 and seven," he pointed 
out. "We might discover through this that we might be better with 11 and 
seven. We'll see how it goes. It's important that we're not just locked into 
12 and six. While 12 and six is the most comfortable situation, it might 
not be the best one. It's important we give it some time and be smart with 
how we manage it the rest of the way." 

After adding Luke Schenn from Vancouver and Erik Gustafsson from 
Washington, Toronto is now carrying nine defencemen. In an effort to 
keep everyone involved, the Leafs have dressed seven in three of the 
last four games.   

"It's not the most comfortable thing, because they have to be on their 
toes and coaches have got to be making way more decisions and 
managing the bench far differently," Keefe said. "Usually you'd say, 
'Auston, your line is going' and now you're generally calling three names 
instead of just the one. You got to try and be on top of it a little bit 
quicker." 

"It's a different challenge," agreed defenceman Timothy Liljegren. "You 
don't play as regularly and play with different guys. It's something you 
adjust to ... When you're playing regularly you're always, like, in that 
mode, but when you're on the bench you have to focus in your head and 
stay engaged that way." 

The forwards, meanwhile, are getting more ice time.  

"It's usually a little bit more ice, so it kind of gets you into it," said Lafferty. 
"You just got to be used to playing with some different match-ups here 
and there. I don't mind it. It's been effective. It's just paying attention and 
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talking to your linemates and making sure you're changing for the right 
guy at the right time." 

"The biggest thing is you're managing the energy level of the guys," said 
Keefe, "because you're doubling up guys at different times, especially 
when you're trying to have some continuity." 

Keefe feels the 11-and-seven alignment can also throw off the 
opposition.  

"You could see some of the advantages to it offensively when the other 
team is trying to match your rhythm with their D pairs and their matchups. 
You can really mess with that a little bit. They're not sure what's coming 
next." 

And it's not like this is some foreign concept.   

"The Tampa Bay Lightning went 11 and seven through two Stanley Cup 
runs," Keefe highlighted. "We've got way more depth on defence than 
we've ever had. We have more depth on forward as well, so we have 
more guys who can take on more responsibilities." 

ContentId(1.1930881): Dressing seven D keeps Leafs on their toes; 
Keefe may keep it for playoffs 

Matthews has potted goals in consecutive outings for the first time since 
scoring in four straight games from Jan. 8-19. He'll face a familiar foe on 
Monday as Craig Anderson gets the start for Buffalo. Matthews has 
scored 13 goals in 16 games against Anderson, including four during his 
historic NHL debut.  

Anderson, 41, is the oldest player in the NHL.  

"His situational awareness is what you would expect if you have a guy 
that's studied it for 20 years in the position," gushed Granato. "He's just 
so aware of every shooter's options and any option in a certain situation 
and that's helped him prolong his career." 

"He's unbelievable at reading the play," said Tuch. "He's not the most 
athletic guy. He's not the most young and agile guy, but each and every 
night he shows up and he works ... He battles each and every night." 

The Sabres have leaned on Anderson's experience as they try and stay 
afloat in the Eastern Conference playoff race.  

"I'll ask him to speak in front of the team and he has tremendous 
perspective which he's gained through his career and life and [he] offers 
that well," said Granato.  

Matthews, meanwhile, is riding a wave of confidence after coming out on 
top against McDavid and the Oilers.  

"It's always fun going against great players and he's at the top of our 
game," Matthews said on Saturday night. "You always got to be ready to 
play a guy like him because he's always on. I thought we did a decent 
enough job ... for the most part we did a pretty good job of keeping him to 
the outside as much as possible." 

ContentId(1.1930990): Leafs Ice Chips: Anderson starts as Matthews 
goes for goal streak 

Keefe says Schenn is flying to Toronto on Monday afternoon. The 33-
year-old spent the last week in Vancouver where he and his wife 
welcomed their third child on Friday.  

Projected Leafs lineup for Monday's game:  

Kerfoot - Matthews - Marner  

Bunting - Tavares - Nylander  

Jarnkrok - Lafferty 

Aston-Reese - Kampf - Acciari 

Rielly - Brodie  

McCabe - Holl  

Giordano - Liljegren  

Gustafsson  

Murray starts  

Samsonov 
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TSN.CA / Power-play scoring has become predictive in team success 

 

Travis Yost 

4–5 minutes 

 

A couple of years ago, amidst a surge in scoring across the National 
Hockey League, I argued teams with weak offences were increasingly 
being left behind. For a variety of reasons, the grind-it-out teams of the 
last 20 or 30 years have been left behind, with skill and up-tempo hockey 
being rewarded in the current environment. 

A lot of the focus in this area has been at even strength, where the lion’s 
share of an NHL game is played. The teams that can fill the back of the 
net with regularity in the regular season, generally speaking, qualify for 
the playoffs these days. The teams that struggle to score are usually 
sitting at home come April. 

Here is another wrinkle to consider: even-strength scoring has stabilized 
at multi-decade highs. What hasn’t stabilized is rate scoring on the power 
play, which continues to accelerate. This season has seen remarkable 
production on the man advantage – teams are not only scoring at 
blistering rates, but expected goals (which measures both shot volume 
and the quality of those shots) are moving in the same northward 
direction: 

Teams are simply more effective at generating pressure and scoring 
goals when on the man advantage these days. Some of that trend is 
owed to the same factors driving scoring at even strength – there is 
simply so much more offensive talent across lineups, and efforts to 
heighten scoring (and reduce the broader efficacy of goaltenders, such 
as equipment size shrinkage) have likely had an effect. 

The power play is a unique animal though, and we have certainly seen 
material strategy and deployment changes over time. 

Teams are more willing to deploy four forwards on the five-man power 
play, something that was considered risky and dangerous just a decade 
ago. Teams with deep forward pools have the luxury of deploying two 
quality power-play units, whereas teams with elite top-end performance 
from their first power-play unit – think the Edmonton Oilers and the 
Connor McDavid/Leon Draisaitl tandem as the best example – are eager 
and willing to play them in every possible minute up a man. 

But what I find most interesting is how important power-play scoring has 
become to a team’s broader success. In years past, clubs routinely could 
get away with carrying a weak power play, so long as they had a core 
strength in some other game state. 

In today’s NHL, a team’s ability to score on the power play is becoming 
much more predictive of a team’s placement in the standings and their 
likelihood to qualify for the postseason. 

Consider the below table, which shows the Eastern and Western 
Conference pecking order as it stands this Monday. Teams with high-end 
power plays occupy the entirety of the top half of the standings, with the 
only two exceptions being the Vegas Golden Knights and Seattle Kraken 
– two elite even-strength teams in a weaker Western Conference. 
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If you have a weak power play you’re almost certainly eyeballing the 
approaching draft lottery: 

It’s easy to affix your attention to teams like Edmonton, Toronto, or 
Tampa Bay – they are electric up a man, and taking penalties against 
them feels like a death sentence on most nights. But the reality is they 
are just the headliners of a larger pool of teams that can punish 
opponents for a lack of discipline on the ice. (To put this more into 
context: the league already has 24 double-digit goal scorers on the 
power play this year, led by Edmonton’s Draisaitl and New York’s Mika 
Zibanejad). 

As for the handful of teams still running out power-play units that score at 
rates from 10 years ago? It’s a problem – an increasingly challenging 
problem. If you don’t have the offensive firepower these days, you are 
paddling upriver. 

And no one enjoys paddling upriver. 
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