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Hurricanes find their offense, beat Jets 5-3 behind two goals from Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
By Chip Alexander 

On a day when it was learned forward Andrei Svechnikov 
would have season-ending surgery, the last thing the 
Carolina Hurricanes wanted to see was another player 
limping off the ice. 

It happened Tuesday early in the second period against the 
Winnipeg Jets, the Canes’ Jordan Martinook being hurt after 
a knee-to-knee hit from Dylan Samberg. Seconds later, the 
Jets’ Dylan DeMelo scored as PNC Arena erupted in boos. 

The Hurricanes’ response? Brady Skjei scored. Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi scored. Stefan Noesen later dropped the gloves 
and took on Samberg, landing on top, as the boos turned to 
cheers. 

The game ended with the Hurricanes winning 5-3 as 
Kotkaniemi had two goals and an assist, Jack Drury scored 
in his first game since his recall from the Chicago Wolves 
and goalie Frederik Andersen earned his 17th victory. 

“Obviously the news on ‘Svech’ was really tough,” Skjei said. 
“You don’t replace a guy like that. But everyone has to step 
up and do a little bit more (and) give a little extra.” 

The Hurricanes (44-14-8) now lead the Metropolitan Division 
by two points over the New Jersey Devils, who were beaten 
at home Tuesday by the Tampa Bay Lightning.   

After being shut out against the Vegas Golden Knights and 
then New Jersey in back-to-back games, the Canes needed 
a goal — from someone.  

Slavin gave it to them, the defenseman getting off a shot 
from the left circle and past goalie David Rittich after the 
puck bounced off Slavin’s leg as he crashed the net. 

Officially, make it Slavin, at 4:37 of the first period. For the 
Canes, make it the first goal since Svechnikov scored 2:09 
into the Philadelphia game last week — a span of more than 
182 minutes.  

“It was big,” Skjei said. “We’ve been a little snakebit for a 
couple of games, and we knew that wasn’t going to last too 
long. Nice to get one early and we ended with five, so a good 
game by us.” 

It was 1-0 when Martinook collided with Samberg, then 1-1 
after the quick DeMelo goal. 

“That shouldn’t happen. Everyone stopped playing,” Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said of the DeMelo score.  

But Skjei beat Rittich with a rising shot from the left circle, 
and Kotkaniemi used his long reach to score on a 
wraparound as the Canes moved to a 3-1 lead after two 
periods.  

The Jets (38-27-3) made it a 3-2 game in the third when 
Nikolaj Ehlers took a pass from Blake Wheeler and sniped 
one through Andersen. But Drury soon scored, Noesen 
picking up an assist on Drury’s first goal of the season and 
the first game-winning goal of his career. 

“That’s what we need. Everybody’s got to contribute,” 
Brind’Amour said.  

A goal by Nino Niederreiter, the former Canes forward, sliced 
the Canes’ lead to 4-3 with 4:22 left in regulation. But 
Kotkaniemi’s second goal, an empty netter in the final 
seconds, sealed the Canes’ win. 

Samberg’s hit on Martinook, the Jets defenseman leading 
with his knee in open ice, was a dangerous one. And while 
Martinook needed help getting off the ice for treatment, he 
soon was back — and seemingly playing with an inner fury. 

But everyone in red did their part, it seemed.  

Defenseman Brent Burns, playing one of his best games of 
the season, made a sliding block to break up a two-on-one in 
the second period, sweeping his stick around to knock away 
the puck. 

Jesper Fast saved a goal in the first period after a sharp 
save by Andersen. The puck was sitting near the goal line 
but Fast got his stick on it. 

“We weren’t great tonight but sometimes you don’t have to 
be,” Brind’Amour said. “That little extra effort here and there, 
and we got a couple of bounces, which we haven’t gotten in 
three games, and that’s what happens.” 
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Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov will have knee surgery, miss rest of the season 
By Chip Alexander 

The hockey season is over for Andrei Svechnikov of the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

The team said Tuesday the all-star forward will undergo 
season-ending surgery on Thursday for a right knee injury 
suffered Saturday against the Vegas Golden Knights. 

The reconstructive surgery on his ACL will be performed by 
Dr. Marty Isbell of Raleigh Orthopaedic, the team said. 

“It’s devastating, to be quite honest, because everybody 
loves the guy so much,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
Tuesday after the Canes’ 5-3 win over Winnipeg.  

Don Waddell, the team president and general manager, said 
the decision was made after consultation with “global experts 
in the field.” 

“We’re confident Andrei will make a full recovery,” Waddell 
said in a statement. 

Svechnikov, 22, is one of the more dynamic young power 
forwards in the league and made his first NHL All-Star Game 
appearance this season. 

“I hate it for him more than anything, because he’s worked so 
hard to get to this point of the year when it’s fun,” 
Brind’Amour said after Tuesday’s morning skate. “He’s not 
going to be a part of it going forward. It’s tough.” 

Svechnikov, 22, was injured Saturday at PNC Arena, 
favoring his right leg after making a pivot on the ice.. He left 
the game for evaluation, and later returned to play in the third 
period. 

Svechnikov’s loss is a huge hit for the Canes, the 
Metropolitan Divisions leaders. He has been playing on the 
Canes’ top line with Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis, and was 
tied with Aho for second on the team with 55 points before 
Tuesday’s game against Winnipeg. 

Forward Martin Necas, the team’s leading scorer, said he 
spoke with Svechnikov on Monday night. 

“Obviously, he was sad. I was sad, as well,” Necas said 
Tuesday. “We all feel sorry for him because it’s not the best 
injury and it’s probably going to take a while. Obviously I feel 
so bad for him that he cannot keep playing with us this 
season.  

“It’s a big loss for us. But as a team, for us, we just keep 
playing the same way. We always do that when we’re 
missing some guys. We have a big group and whoever steps 
in is going to play his best. No one can be ‘Svech’ in this 
group. There’s only one ‘Svech.’ We’ve just got to play our 
game and the system we play. Just stick with it and hopefully 
we can keep winning for him.” 

Winger Jesse Puljujarvi, recently acquired from the 
Edmonton Oilers, was on the Aho line with Jarvis at the 
skate. The Canes recalled forward Jack Drury from the AHL 
Chicago Wolves on Monday, and Drury was centering the 
fourth line at the skate. 

The Canes (43-14-8) were leading the New Jersey Devils in 
winning percentage in the Metro before Tuesday’s game. 
Svechnikov traveled with the team to New Jersey for the 
game Sunday — the Devils winning 3-0 — but was unable to 
play. 

Necas said Svechnikov later sent a group text to the team 
explaining the situation with his injury. 

Svechnikov’s older brother, Evgeny, tore his right ACL in a 
2018 preseason game while with the Detroit Red Wings.  

“I feel bad for him,” Canes captain Jordan Staal said 
Tuesday. “We’re ready for a big playoff push and to get that 
news is unfortunate. We feel for him and as a group we have 
to move on, obviously, and find ways to fill that big hole that 
he has created. 

“It is part of the game and unfortunate timing. We feel bad for 
him.” 
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Hurricanes take another gut punch with Andrei Svechnikov out for the season: ‘It’s not fun’ 
By Sean Gentille and Michael Russo 

MANALAPLAN, Fla. — Two months after Max Pacioretty 
was lost for the season with a re-tearing of his Achilles 
tendon, the Hurricanes are down another star forward, 
announcing Tuesday that Andrei Svechnikov is out for the 
season with a torn ACL. 

Svechnikov, second on Carolina with 55 points and perhaps 
the most explosive offensive player on one of the league’s 
best teams, injured his right knee Saturday night in a game 
against the Golden Knights. He will undergo reconstructive 
surgery Thursday morning in Raleigh, N.C., with the 
anticipation that he’ll be ready for the start of next season. 

“It’s not fun, but we can’t change it,” Waddell said from NHL 
general manager meetings. “We’ve got to figure out how to 
move forward without him.” 

Svechnikov’s injury is one of three major ones to hit 
contenders in the past week. Minnesota’s Kirill Kaprizov will 
miss three to four weeks with a lower-body injury, while 
Colorado’s Artturi Lehkonen is set for surgery on his finger 
that’ll sideline him for four to six weeks, coach Jared Bednar 
told reporters Tuesday. 

The Wild and Avs both have relatively ample reason for 
optimism regarding their issues. Kaprizov’s timeline would 
put him back in the lineup before the playoffs, and Lehkonen 
will be able to skate while his finger heals. 

The timing of Svechnikov’s injury is particularly brutal, given 
that the NHL trade deadline was last Friday. The Hurricanes 
took a big swing at Timo Meier, but he was traded to the 
Devils. Waddell acquired offensive defenseman Shayne 
Gostisbehere, who has already done wonders for Carolina’s 
power play, and forward Jesse Puljujarvi, but the Hurricanes 
weren’t in the market for other high-priced rentals. 

Waddell did attempt to trade for players with one year left on 
their contracts, like Calgary’s Elias Lindholm, but in the end, 
he opted to stand pat. 

All Waddell gets for his trouble is another hole in the lineup 
and $7.75 million more in unused long-term-injured-reserve 
cap space. Puljujarvi, acquired as a bottom-six depth add, 
practiced in Svechnikov’s top-line spot to the left of 
Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis. 

Svechnikov’s first instinct, Waddell said, was to apologize. 

“I said, ‘Andrei, don’t be (apologetic). I feel bad for you.’ You 
know what he puts in,” Waddell said. “He came into camp 
(as) our best-conditioned athlete.” 

It’s a bitter pill for a team that’s currently tied for first place in 
the Metropolitan Division, with one of the deepest rosters in 
the game and real potential to play deeper into the 
postseason than it has with its current core. The plan, 
Waddell said, hasn’t changed, even though the priority may 
have shifted. 

“I would have said before yesterday that (the priority) was to 
stay healthy,” he said, “but that’s obviously not gonna 
happen. 

“Taking away (Svechnikov) at this point, you know, the 
message doesn’t change. One thing about hockey, as we all 
know, it’s not an individual sport. It’s a team sport. And we 
think we’ve got a pretty good team.” 

That’s a well-earned cliche that more than one general 
manager found themselves leaning on at the meetings, 
which conclude Wednesday. 

“You can’t predict injury. They impact things. And yet, every 
team to some degree needs to expect that they’re going to 
be some,” Vegas GM Kelly McCrimmon told The Athletic. 
“You hope they’re not Kirill Kaprizov to (Golden Knights 
winger) Mark Stone to a Svechnikov. You hope it’s not those 
guys. But it can be.” 

Added Lightning GM Julien BriseBois, whose team in Tampa 
Bay is starting to get banged up, “At this time of year, I’m just 
like all the other GMs — I just want to see us healthy come 
playoff time. More than anything else, health is the biggest 
factor. It’s true throughout the season, but as you get closer 
and closer to the playoffs, especially when you have a little 
bit of a cushion and your odds are pretty good of getting in, 
you’re less worried about winning the game that night than 
making sure you’re healthy when the time comes to start the 
playoffs.” 

In the meantime, the Hurricanes were coincidentally set to 
hold Svechnikov’s commemorative bobblehead night on 
Tuesday against the Jets at PNC Arena. 
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Hurricanes overcome adversity, beat Jets 5-3 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi had two goals and an assist for Carolina 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — Victims of back-to-back shutout losses and 
fresh off the news that Andrei Svechnikov will miss the rest 
of the season with a knee injury, the Hurricanes could have 
looked disheartened against the visiting Jets. 

They were anything but. 

Carolina countered each Winnipeg goal with a goal of its 
own, fending off the Jets to win 5-3 in front of a sellout crowd 
of 18,680 Tuesday at PNC Arena. 

“That’s the whole key to everything, it’s how you respond,” 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “I mean, that’s life, 
right? How you respond to the stuff that doesn’t go your way. 
… It wasn’t a great game. We didn’t play great, but we 
responded.” 

Defenseman Jaccob Slavin ended Carolina’s goal drought 
less than five minutes into the game, but it was the second 
period in which the Hurricanes showed their heart. 

Just seconds into the middle frame, Winnipeg defenseman 
Dylan Samberg made a knee-on-knee hit that left Carolina 
alternate captain writhing on the ice. As players from both 
teams paired up in a scrum, the officials allowed play to 
continue, and Jets defenseman Dylan DeMelo scored on a 
3-on-1 rush that left the Hurricanes bench irate. 

“It was kind of a double whammy, right?” Brind’Amour said. 
“Because he goes down, and then they go down and we just 
kind of stop playing and it’s in your net. It’s just like, ‘Oh, 
man.’” 

After Martinook was helped to the locker room — he returned 
to the ice shortly after — Carolina defenseman Brady Skjei 
scored his 13th goal of the season just 39 seconds later, 
picking the far top corner from the left faceoff dot on Jets 
goalie David Rittich (20 saves) to restore the Hurricanes’ 
lead. 

“He’s got a really good wrist shot,” Brind’Amour said. “The 
guy’s an offensive threat because he can skate. You add the 
weapons there — the skating, the good shot and he’s a 
smart player — that’s why he’s having the year he’s having.” 

And Martinook returning for his next shift also relieved a 
team that found out earlier in the day that Svechnikov would 
need surgery on his right knee and be lost for the rest of the 
season. 

“It didn’t look great, definitely,” Skjei said of Martinook 
leaving the ice. “Obviously he’s a really tough guy, and to 
see him back out there not too long after that was was a 
good sign for us.” 

The Hurricanes didn’t trail again. 

At 8:15 of the second, Jesperi Kotkaniemi got his 13th goal 
— a new career high — with a quick wraparound to give 
Carolina a 3-1 lead that they held into the third period. 

The Jets responded with a goal at 4:27 of the third, with 
Nikolaj Ehlers beating Frederik Andersen (21 saves) off the 
rush to cut the lead to one. 

But Carolina’s two-goal lead was restored when Stefan 
Noesen — who earlier dropped the gloves with Samberg in 
retaliation for the hit on Martinook — set up recent call-up 
Jack Drury for his first goal of the season in his 22nd game 
of the year. 

“Hockey is a funny game,” said Drury, who scored in each of 
his first two NHL games last season. “It comes in waves 
sometimes. That was a great pass by Stef there, and it’s nice 
to get one.” 

Noesen’s assist snapped his 12-game point streak, but it 
was his scrap with Samberg that his teammates most 
noticed. 

“Great job by Noes there,” Skjei said. “It takes a lot of 
courage to step up like that, and that obviously got the bench 
going and the guys going. And for us to capitalize right after 
that (on Kotkaniemi’s first goal) was definitely a turning point 
in the game.” 

Former Hurricanes player Nino Niederreiter scored on his old 
team at 15:38 of the third, but Kotkaniemi added his second 
goal of the night with a long empty-netter with 3.7 seconds 
remaining — a cosmic coincidence as the Hurricanes trudge 
forward with their No. 37 — to seal the win. 

“I think as a team, everyone knows we’ve got to step up and 
can’t let it bring us down,” Drury said, “and it was a good 
start today.” 

Notes: Noesen set a new career high in points with his 28th 
of the season. … Kotkaniemi was plus-4 for the first time in 
his career, and linemate Teuvo Teravainen was also plus-4. 
… Slavin’s goal at 4:37 of the first ended Carolina’s goal 
drought at 182:28. … Dylan Coghlan played his first game 
since Feb. 1, logging 12:30 with one shot on goal and four 
shot attempts in all. 
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Recap: Canes Find Offense In Win Over Jets 
Kotkaniemi and Skjei record multi-point performances in the 
victory 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes snapped their two-
game scoreless streak Tuesday, grounding the Winnipeg 
Jets by a score of 5-3. 

The Story 

After being shut out in back-to-back games for the first time 
since 2014, the Canes knew they were in need of offense in 
tonight's contest. 

Despite being dealt with the tough news that they'd be 
without one of their leaders in that category, Andrei 
Svechnikov, for the rest of the season due to a torn ACL this 
afternoon, those that took the ice this evening made up for 
his absence. 

Just 4:37 into the first period Jaccob Slavin took matters into 
his own hands, intercepting an attempted breakout by 
Winnipeg and cashing in. His first shot was turned aside by 
David Rittich, but continuing his momentum to the net, #74 
extended his goal-scoring streak against the Jets to four 
games. 

  

Their league-leading 42nd time grabbing the game-opening 
goal, Slavin's sixth of the campaign would be the only tally of 
the first period. 

While Frederik Andersen was credited with turning away four 
high-danger chances in the opening 20 minutes, it was an 
effort by Jesper Fast that was most responsible for holding 
Winnipeg off the board. 

Fast's goal-saving stickwork became even more necessary 
after the Jets were able to actually find twine just 19 seconds 
into the middle frame. A strange sequence that began with 
Jordan Martinook being injured on an attempted check 
resulted in the visitors taking the puck the other way and 
evening the contest. 

As the PNC Arena crowd expressed its displeasure with the 
no-call, their boos quickly turned to cheers only 39 seconds 
later. 

Brady Skjei was given too much room in the attacking end, 
going across the body of Rittich to put his team back in front. 

As the game continued to turn in favor of the home side, 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi advanced his club's lead to two before 
the end of the second period. 

Taking their 3-1 lead to the third, it turned out that the contest 
was far from over though. 

For a second consecutive frame, Winnipeg found the board 
early, as Nikolaj Ehlers was left alone streaking down the 
wing, slipping one underneath Andersen to make it a one-
goal game once again. 

But the back-and-forth affair would continue. This time with 
the Canes taking their turn, Jack Drury made his presence 
felt in his first game after being recalled. 

Recalled Monday evening, Stefan Noesen pounced on an 
error by Winnipeg in their own end, setting up his 2021-22 
Chicago Wolves teammate for what would be the game-
winning goal. 

 Former Hurricane Nino Niederreiter would bring the 
opposition back within one inside the final three minutes, 
sending the contest down to the wire, but Kotkaniemi would 
hit the empty net for his second goal, closing out the 5-3 
score. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour offering his assessment after the game... 

"Out of our last three games, that's probably the least scoring 
chances we've had in any of them. It was probably our worst 
game too. But that's how it goes sometimes... Overall, I'll 
take the two points." 

Brady Skjei sharing his thoughts on the team breaking out of 
their scoring slump and how nice it was to get the game's 
first goal... 

"It was big. Obviously we were a little snakebitten for a 
couple of games there, but we knew it wouldn't last too long. 
It was nice to get one early and we ended with five, so that's 
a good game by us." 

Jack Drury on the opportunity becoming available with 
Andrei Svechnikov being injured... 

"First off, I feel awful for Svech. He's such a hard worker and 
he's such a great guy. Since I got drafted with him he's been 
so good to me. It's tough for him, but as a team, we know we 
have to step up and not let it bring us down. I think it was a 
good start today." 

Bonus Notes 

 The Canes advance to 44-14-18 with the victory. 
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 Dylan Coghlan played in his first game since 
February 1, drawing in for Calvin de Haan next to 
Shayne Gostisbehere. 

 Paul Stastny was the healthy extra up front with 
Jack Drury centering Derek Stepan and Stefan 
Noesen. 

What's Next? 

The Canes are scheduled to be off Wednesday, before then 
flying to Toronto on Thursday. They'll return to game action 
Friday in Toronto, opening a road back-to-back that will 
conclude on Saturday in Philadelphia. 
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Hurricanes get back on track, edge Jets 
Kotkaniemi has 2 goals, assist for Carolina, which was shut 
out in previous 2 games 

By Kurt Dusterberg  

Recap: CAR 5, WPG 3 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored 2 goals to propel the Hurricanes 
to a 5-3 win against the Jets 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Jesperi Kotkaniemi had two goals and an 
assist, and the Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Winnipeg 
Jets 5-3 at PNC Arena on Tuesday. 

Brady Skjei had a goal and an assist, and Frederik Andersen 
made 21 saves for the Hurricanes (44-14-8), who were shut 
out in each of their previous two games. 

Carolina moved two points ahead of the New Jersey Devils 
for first place in the Metropolitan Division with one game in 
hand. New Jersey lost 4-1 to the Tampa Bay Lightning on 
Tuesday. 

"Of the last three games, that's probably the least amount of 
scoring chances of any of them," Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "It was probably our worst game too, of all 
of them. It wasn't a great game. We didn't play great, but we 
responded." 

Prior to the game, Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell 
announced that forward Andrei Svechnikov would have 
reconstructive surgery on his right ACL on Thursday and 
miss the remainder of the season. 

"The games haven't really gone our way the past couple 
before this one, and then tough news this morning," 
Kotkaniemi said. "So, it was just good to get a win, and a big 
win for 'Svechy' too. He's a big piece of this team, and we're 
going to miss him for sure." 

Dylan DeMelo, Nikolaj Ehlers and Nino Niederreiter scored 
for the Jets (38-27-3), who had won two in a row. David 
Rittich made 20 saves. 

Winnipeg holds the second wild card into the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs from the Western Conference, four points ahead of 
the Nashville Predators, who have three games in hand and 
won 2-1 against the Detroit Red Wings on Tuesday. 

"Overall, it was the best game we played on the (three-
game) road trip," Jets coach Rick Bowness said. "We held a 
high shot volume team to 25 shots. The team was really, 
really good, so we're really happy with that." 

Jaccob Slavin gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 4:37 of the 
first period. After he intercepted Brenden Dillon's clearing 
attempt at the blue line, Slavin's initial shot was stopped by 
Rittich, but as Dillon tried to bat the rebound away, the puck 
deflected in off the leg of the Hurricanes' defenseman. 

DeMelo scored 19 seconds into the second period to tie it 1-
1, electing to shoot blocker side from the right face-off circle 
on a 2-on-1. 

Skjei responded at 58 seconds to put Carolina back in front 
2-1. He took a drop pass from Martin Necas following a face-
off win by Kotkaniemi and scored glove side from the left 
circle. 

Kotkaniemi pushed it to 3-1 at 8:15 when his wraparound 
deflected in off Rittich's right skate. 

Following the goal, Bowness sat Winnipeg's top line of Kyle 
Connor, Mark Scheifele and Niederreiter, who were on the 
ice for each of the three goals, for the rest of the period. 

"I think he definitely made the right choice," Niederreiter said. 
"He played the guys who were going and were good enough, 
and we simply weren't good enough tonight." 

Bowness said, "The other three lines were doing really well. 
They were creating momentum, so you try to get them out 
there as much as you can. Some nights, it's just not going 
your way. That's all it was." 

Ehlers cut it to 3-2 at 4:27 of the third period, receiving a 
cross-ice pass from Blake Wheeler as he skated down the 
left wing before shooting five-hole on Andersen. 

Jack Drury, who was recalled from Chicago of the American 
Hockey League on Monday, scored his first goal of the 
season to make it 4-2 at 9:34. 

"It feels good," said Drury, who was playing his 22nd game. 
"Hockey is a funny game. It comes in waves sometimes. 
That was a great pass by [Stefan Noesen] there. It's nice to 
get one." 

Niederreiter cut it to 4-3 at 15:38 with a one-timer off a pass 
from Morgan Barron, but Kotkaniemi scored an empty-net 
goal with four seconds left for the 5-3 final. 

"There were some things we weren't happy with," Ehlers 
said. "We did turn over some pucks. Obviously, when you 
score a goal and get within one, you don't want to let another 
one in right away. We'll clean it up. 
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NOTES: Niederreiter has seven points (four goals, three 
assists) during a seven-game point streak. … Scheifele and 
Connor were each minus-4. Niederreiter was minus-3. … 

Noesen has 28 points (10 goals, 18 assists) this season, an 
NHL career high. 

Svechnikov of Hurricanes to have season-ending knee surgery 
Forward was injured in non-contact play against Golden 
Knights on Saturday 

By Dan Rosen 

MANALAPAN, Fla. -- Andrei Svechnikov will be out for the 
remainder of the regular season and Stanley Cup Playoffs 
for the Carolina Hurricanes because of a knee injury. 

Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell said the forward 
would have reconstructive surgery on his right ACL 
Thursday. 

"Injuries in our game are unfortunately a big part of it," 
Waddell said from the NHL General Managers meetings. 
"Probably post trade deadline, a week later or whatever it is, 
makes it a little harder. We can't go back now. We've got to 
look forward. Hockey is a team game. It's not an individual 
sport, so we've got to keep moving forward." 

Svechnikov has 55 points (23 goals, 32 assists) in 64 games 
this season. He is third in goals and assists and tied for 
second in points among Hurricanes players. 

The 22-year-old was injured in the second period of a 4-0 
loss to the Vegas Golden Knights on Saturday. It was a non-
contact play with nobody around him. Waddell said he's not 
sure if Svechnikov hit a rut in the ice at PNC Arena and didn't 
want to speculate. 

"It was an innocent play," Waddell said. 

He returned to play the third period against the Golden 
Knights but did not dress in a 3-0 loss to the New Jersey 
Devils on Sunday. The Hurricanes announced Monday that 
Svechnikov would be out indefinitely. 

"I hate it for him more than anything because he's worked so 
hard to get to this point of the year when it's fun," Carolina 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said Tuesday. "He's not going to be 
able to be part of it going forward. It's tough." 

Waddell said he has spoken to Svechnikov. 

"Very disappointed, obviously," Waddell said. "[He was] 
saying 'Sorry, Don.' I said, 'Andrei, don't be. I feel bad for 
you.' We know what he puts in. He came this year for camp 
and he was our best conditioned athlete. He's had a heck of 
a season and he's an important part of our hockey club. So I 
feel bad for him." 

The Hurricanes (43-14-8) are tied with the Devils for first in 
the Metropolitan Division entering their home game against 
the Winnipeg Jets on Tuesday (7 p.m. ET; BSSO, TSN3, 
ESPN+, SN NOW). They have been shut out in two straight 
games and have scored one goal in its past three games. 

Carolina previously lost forward Max Pacioretty for the 
season with a torn Achilles. He was limited to five games 
after being acquired in the offseason. 

"I just feel bad for the kid," Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal 
said. "He's been grinding all year for us and getting ready for 
our big playoff push. To be getting that news, it's unfortunate. 
As a group, we have to move on obviously and find ways to 
fill that hole he's created." 

A first-round pick by the Hurricanes (No. 2) in the 2018 NHL 
Draft, Svechnikov has 264 points (112 goals, 152 assists) in 
347 regular-season games and 25 points (13 goals, 12 
assists) in 40 Stanley Cup Playoff games. 
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Jesperi Kotkaniemi scores twice, Hurricanes beat Jets 5-3 
By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Jesperi Kotkaniemi had two goals 
and an assist, Jack Drury scored his first goal of the season 
and the Carolina Hurricanes beat the Winnipeg Jets 5-3 on 
Tuesday night. 

Jaccob Slavin and Brady Skjei, also scored for the 
Hurricanes, who’ve endured sudden offensive woes and the 
loss of a star player during the past week. Kotkaniemi’s 
second goal of the game was an empty-netter with four 
seconds left. 

“That’s the whole key to everything — how you respond,” 
Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “That’s life.” 

Frederik Andersen made 21 saves just hours after the 
Hurricanes announced that All-Star forward Andrei 
Svechnikov will have surgery for a torn knee ligament and 
miss the rest of the season. 

“The news about Svech is really tough,” Skjei said. “You 
don’t replace a guy like that. You have to step up now and do 
a little bit more. Not change their game, but give a little 
extra.” 

Svechnikov was in the forefront of the Hurricanes’ minds. 

“I feel awful for Svech,” Drury said. “He’s such a hard worker. 
He’s just such a great guy. It’s tough for him. I think, as a 
team, everyone knows we have to step up and can’t let it 
bring us down.” 

Dylan DeMelo, Nikolaj Ehlers and Nino Niederreiter scored 
for the Jets, whose two-game winning streak ended. David 
Rittich made 20 saves. 

About five minutes after the Jets closed within a goal, Drury 
put the Hurricanes back up by two with 10:26 remaining in 
his first game back from the American Hockey League. 

Drury hadn’t scored an NHL goal since Dec. 18, 2021. 

“He contributed,” Brind’Amour said. “He finished. That’s what 
we need.” 

Niederreiter, a former Hurricane, scored his 22nd goal with 
4:22 to play to make it 4-3. It was his fourth goal in eight 
games since arriving in a trade from Nashville. 

“I think he has been a great addition,” Winnipeg coach Rick 
Bowness said. “He fits in here and clearly he can play with 
anybody.” 

Slavin’s sixth goal of the season came at 4:37 of the first 
period, ending the Hurricanes’ stretch of more than 182 
minutes without goal that included shutout losses to Vegas 
and New Jersey. 

The Jets were encouraged by their performance. 

“We held a high shot-volume team to what, 24, 25 shots on 
net,” Bowness said. 

SURGERY SCHEDULED 

Svechnikov, the team’s lone All-Star this season, was injured 
Saturday night against Vegas, and went to New Jersey for a 
game the next day. He was scratched from that game as the 
severity of the injury became more apparent. He’ll have 
reconstructive surgery Thursday on his right anterior cruciate 
ligament. 

A 22-year-old top-line forward, he’s tied for second the team 
with 55 points and third with 23 goals. He has been a key 
part of Carolina’s four consecutive playoff berths. 

“It’s devastating because everyone loves the guy so much,” 
Brind’Amour said. “It’s a tough one. … I know how we’re 
going to respond. We’re going to play our hardest.” 

When shown on the overhead scoreboard sitting in the press 
box during the second period, Svechnikov received a 
standing ovation. 

NOTES: Jets D Josh Morrissey, the team’s second-leading 
points producer with 67, missed his second game in a row 
with lower-body injury. … Hurricanes LW Jordan Martinook 
left briefly after a hit from Winnipeg D Dylan Samberg on the 
sequence that led to the Jets’ first goal. 

UP NEXT 

Jets: Host Boston on Thursday night. 

Hurricanes: At Toronto on Friday night. 
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NHL playoff standings update: Can the Capitals or Sabres make it? 
By Tim Kavanagh 

We are officially less than one month away from the end of 
the regular season. The Boston Bruins have clinched a 
playoff spot (and are well on their way to the Presidents' 
Trophy), while the San Jose Sharks have been 
mathematically eliminated from playoff contention after 
Tuesday night's games. 

Some playoff spots remain up for grabs. 

The wild-card spots in the East are currently held by the 
Pittsburgh Penguins and New York Islanders, but a handful 
of teams are lurking. Two of those teams, the Washington 
Capitals and Buffalo Sabres, will square off tonight in D.C. 
FiveThirtyEight gives the Sabres a 16% chance of making 
the playoffs, and the Caps an 11% chance. 

It's not quite a "loser leaves town match" -- there are over a 
dozen games left for each club -- but a loss would certainly 
place another hurdle in the path to the postseason. The 
Sabres have won both games in the season series, 5-4 in 
OT on Jan. 3 and 7-4 on Feb. 26. Will it be a similar result 
tonight? 

As we enter the final stretch of the regular season, it's time to 
check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams 
jockeying for position in the 2023 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Boston Bruins vs. WC2 New York Islanders 
A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 
M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 Pittsburgh Penguins 
M2 New Jersey Devils vs. M3 New York Rangers 

Western Conference 

C1 Dallas Stars vs. WC1 Seattle Kraken 
C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 Colorado Avalanche 
P1 Vegas Golden Knights vs. WC2 Winnipeg Jets 
P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Edmonton Oilers 

Wednesday's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All games not on ESPN, TNT or 
NHL Network are available via NHL Power Play, which is 
included in an ESPN+ subscription (local blackout 
restrictions apply). 

Colorado Avalanche at Toronto Maple Leafs 7 p.m. (TNT) 
Buffalo Sabres at Washington Capitals, 7 p.m. 
Minnesota Wild at St. Louis Blues, 9:30 p.m. (TNT) 
New York Islanders at Anaheim Ducks, 10 p.m. 

Tuesday's scoreboard 

Watch "In the Crease" on ESPN+ for highlights from every 
game. 

Carolina Hurricanes 5, Winnipeg Jets 3 
New York Rangers 5, Washington Capitals 3 
Tampa Bay Lightning 4, New Jersey Devils 1 
Vegas Golden Knights 5, Philadelphia Flyers 3 
Montreal Canadiens 6, Pittsburgh Penguins 4 
Nashville Predators 2, Detroit Red Wings 1 
Chicago Blackhawks 6, Boston Bruins 3 
Edmonton Oilers 6, Ottawa Senators 3 
Arizona Coyotes 4, Calgary Flames 3 (OT) 
Vancouver Canucks 5, Dallas Stars 2 
Los Angeles Kings 5, New York Islanders 2 
Columbus Blue Jackets 6, San Jose Sharks 5 (OT) 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

x - Boston Bruins 

Points: 105 
Regulation wins: 43 
Playoff position: A1 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 131 
Next game: @ WPG (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 100% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 88 
Regulation wins: 34 
Playoff position: A2 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 109 
Next game: vs. COL (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 86 
Regulation wins: 33 
Playoff position: A3 
Games left: 14 
Points pace: 104 
Next game: @ NJ (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 73 
Regulation wins: 28 
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Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 89 
Next game: vs. MTL (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 46% 
Tragic number: 27 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 71 
Regulation wins: 25 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 88 
Next game: @ WSH (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: 16% 
Tragic number: 27 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 70 
Regulation wins: 26 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 86 
Next game: vs. COL (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 4% 
Tragic number: 24 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 69 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 85 
Next game: vs. COL (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: 2% 
Tragic number: 2 

Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 60 
Regulation wins: 18 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 14 
Points pace: 72 
Next game: @ FLA (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 12 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 96 
Regulation wins: 33 
Playoff position: M1 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 119 
Next game: @ TOR (Friday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

New Jersey Devils 

Points: 94 
Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: M2 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 115 
Next game: vs. TB (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 86 
Regulation wins: 28 
Playoff position: M3 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 105 
Next game: vs. PIT (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 78 
Regulation wins: 25 
Playoff position: WC1 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 96 
Next game: @ NYR (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 80% 
Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 76 
Regulation wins: 29 
Playoff position: WC2 
Games left: 13 
Points pace: 90 
Next game: @ ANA (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: 43% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 71 
Regulation wins: 25 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 14 
Points pace: 86 
Next game: vs. BUF (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: 11% 
Tragic number: 24 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 
Regulation wins: 22 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 72 
Next game: vs. BUF (Friday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 13 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 49 
Regulation wins: 15 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 16 
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Points pace: 61 
Next game: @ LA (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 5 

Central Division 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 87 
Regulation wins: 31 
Playoff position: C1 
Games left: 14 
Points pace: 105 
Next game: @ EDM (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 84 
Regulation wins: 27 
Playoff position: C2 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 103 
Next game: @ STL (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: 97% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 80 
Regulation wins: 26 
Playoff position: C3 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 101 
Next game: @ TOR (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: 99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 79 
Regulation wins: 29 
Playoff position: WC2 
Games left: 14 
Points pace: 95 
Next game: vs. BOS (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 67% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 75 
Regulation wins: 25 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 17 
Points pace: 95 
Next game: vs. CHI (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 40% 
Tragic number: 30 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 63 
Regulation wins: 21 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 16 

Points pace: 78 
Next game: vs. MIN (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 16 

Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 61 
Regulation wins: 18 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 14 
Points pace: 74 
Next game: vs. VAN (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 10 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 52 
Regulation wins: 15 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 64 
Next game: @ NSH (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 3 

Pacific Division 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 90 
Regulation wins: 30 
Playoff position: P1 
Games left: 14 
Points pace: 109 
Next game: vs. CGY (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 87 
Regulation wins: 29 
Playoff position: P2 
Games left: 14 
Points pace: 105 
Next game: vs. CBJ (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 98% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 82 
Regulation wins: 35 
Playoff position: P3 
Games left: 14 
Points pace: 99 
Next game: vs. DAL (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 97% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Seattle Kraken 

Points: 81 
Regulation wins: 30 
Playoff position: WC1 
Games left: 15 
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Points pace: 99 
Next game: @ SJ (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 88% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 74 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 14 
Points pace: 89 
Next game: @ VGK (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 14% 
Tragic number: 23 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 63 
Regulation wins: 18 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 16 
Points pace: 78 
Next game: @ ARI (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 16 

Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 54 
Regulation wins: 12 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 15 
Points pace: 66 
Next game: vs. NYI (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 5 

e - San Jose Sharks 

Points: 51 
Regulation wins: 14 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 14 
Points pace: 62 
Next game: vs. SEA (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 0% 
Tragic number:  

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top 
of the first round, so the team that finishes in last place is not 
guaranteed the No. 1 selection. As of 2021, a team might 
move up a maximum of 10 spots if it wins the lottery, so only 
11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 pick. Full 
details on the process can be found here. Sitting No. 1 on 
the draft board for this summer is Connor Bedard, who has 
been lauded as a generational talent. 

1. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 47 
Regulation wins: 15 

2. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 51 
Regulation wins: 14 

3. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 52 
Regulation wins: 15 

4. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 54 
Regulation wins: 12 

5. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 
Regulation wins: 22 

6. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 60 
Regulation wins: 18 

7. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 61 
Regulation wins: 18 

8. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 63 
Regulation wins: 18 

9. St. Louis Blues 

Points: 63 
Regulation wins: 21 

10. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 69 
Regulation wins: 24 

11. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 70 
Regulation wins: 26 

12. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 71 
Regulation wins: 25 

13. Washington Capitals 

Points: 71 
Regulation wins: 25 

14. Florida Panthers* 

Points: 73 
Regulation wins: 28 

15. Calgary Flames 

Points: 74 
Regulation wins: 24 

16. Nashville Predators 

Points: 75 
Regulation wins: 25 

Notes on traded picks impacting the top 16:  

 Montreal will receive Florida's first-round pick as a 
result of the trade last season that sent Ben Chiarot 
to the Panthers. 
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Hurricanes star Andrei Svechnikov to have season-ending knee surgery 
Carolina Hurricanes superstar Andrei Svechnikov will have 
season-ending knee surgery this week, dealing a big blow to 
a team with Stanley Cup aspirations. 

Svechnikov, 22, injured his right knee during the second 
period of Saturday's loss to the Vegas Golden Knights. He 
did return to play the third period but on Monday the 
Hurricanes said there was concern he had torn his ACL. 
Further tests on Tuesday confirmed the diagnosis.   

The surgery will be performed on Thursday by Dr. Marty 
Isbell of Raleigh Orthopaedic. 

"After further consultation with global experts in this field, it 
has been determined that the best course of action for 
Andrei's future is to have this surgery, and to have it done by 
our team orthopedist, Dr. Marty Isbell," general manager Don 
Waddell said in a statement on Tuesday. "We're confident 
that Andrei will make a full recovery." 

Losing Svechnikov for the season is a major blow to a 
Carolina offence already without Max Pacioretty. 

Svechnikov, who represented the Hurricanes at the All-Star 
Game this season, is third in team scoring, with 55 points (23 
goals, 32 assists) in 64 games this season. 
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Hurricanes' Andrei Svechnikov will undergo knee surgery, miss remainder of regular 
season and playoffs  
Svechnikov suffered the injury during the second period of 
Saturday's game against the Golden Knights 

By Chris Bengel  

Carolina Hurricanes president and general manager Don 
Waddell announced that winger Andrei Svechnikov will 
undergo surgery to repair a torn ACL in his right knee on 
Thursday morning. As a result, Svechnikov will miss the 
remainder of the 2022-23 regular season as well as the 
entire Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

"After further consultation with global experts in this field, it 
has been determined that the best course of action for 
Andrei's future is to have this surgery, and to have it done by 
our team orthopedist, Dr. Marty Isbell," Waddell said in a 
statement. "We're confident that Andrei will make a full 
recovery." 

Svechnikov suffered the injury during the second period of 
Saturday's 4-0 loss against the Vegas Golden Knights. The 
22-year-old did return to play in the third period, but the team 

stated on Monday that they feared that Svechnikov may 
have suffered a torn ACL and were awaiting further testing to 
confirm the injury. 

Svechnikov currently ranks third on the Hurricanes in both 
points (55) and goals (23) in 64 games this season. The 
Carolina forward represented the Hurricanes in his first 
career All-Star Game appearance last month. In five seasons 
with the Hurricanes, Svechnikov has recorded 112 goals and 
152 assists in 347 career games. 

The injury to Svechnikov is just the latest brutal blow to a 
Hurricanes team that had Stanley Cup aspirations entering 
the 2022-23 season. Fellow winger Max Pacioretty missed 
the first four months of the season as he recovered from an 
Achilles injury. Pacioretty returned to the ice on Jan. 5, but 
he suffered a torn Achilles once again on Jan. 19 against the 
Minnesota Wild and was lost for the season. 

The Hurricanes are currently tied for first place in the 
Metropolitan Division (94 points) with the New Jersey Devils. 

 

NHL playoff picture: Bruins first to clinch postseason berth, Oilers threatening Kraken in 
Pacific Divison  
The field for the 2023 Stanley Cup Playoffs is rounding into 
form with only a month left in the regular season 

By Austin Nivison  

With one month left in the 2022-23 NHL season, the playoff 
races are really heating up. Valuable points are on the line 
every night, and the games will be more intense because of 
it. 

At this point, only the Boston Bruins have clinched a playoff 
spot, but everyone else is trying to punch their ticket to the 
2023 Stanley Cup Playoffs. Below is a comprehensive look 
at the NHL playoff picture ahead of Tuesday night's games. 

Reminder of how the NHL playoff seeding works: The top 
three teams in each division automatically qualify for the 
playoffs, and each conference has two wild card spots. The 
top division winner in each conference will play the second 
wild card team, and the other division winner will play the first 
wild card team. The second-place and third-place teams in 
each division will match up with one another in the first 
round. 

*Regulation wins are the first tiebreaker, and regulation plus 
overtime wins are the second tiebreaker. 

Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

1. Boston Bruins | 50-15-5 | 105 points (x) 

The Bruins have already clinched a playoff berth, and they 
hold an 11-point edge on the Hurricanes in the race for the 
President's Trophy. 

Points percentage: .808 
Regulation wins: 43 
Regulation plus overtime wins: 48 
Current first-round matchup: New York Islanders 

2. Toronto Maple Leafs | 40-18-8 | 88 points 

With a loss to the Sabres on Monday night, the Maple Leafs 
dropped an opportunity to create more separation between 
themselves and the Lightning in the division standings. 

Points percentage: .667 
Regulation wins: 34 
Regulation plus overtime wins: 40 
Current first-round matchup: Tampa Bay Lightning 

3. Tampa Bay Lightning | 39-22-6 | 84 points 

The Lightning's struggles continued on Sunday with a loss to 
the Jets, but they aren't at much risk of slipping into a Wild 
Card spot for now. 
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Points percentage: .627 
Regulation wins: 32 
Regulation plus overtime wins: 37 
Current first-round matchup: Toronto Maple Leafs 

Metropolitan Division 

1. Carolina Hurricanes | 43-14-8 | 94 points 

Carolina is in a heated battle with New Jersey for the Metro 
Division lead, and while the two teams are tied in points, the 
Hurricanes have played one fewer game than the Devils. 

 Points percentage: .723 

 Regulation wins: 32 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 39 

 Current first-round matchup: Pittsburgh Penguins 

2. New Jersey Devils | 44-16-6 | 94 points 

The Devils have essentially caught the Hurricanes atop the 
Metro Division, and they have a big two-game set with the 
Lightning coming up this week. 

 Points percentage: .712 

 Regulation wins: 32 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 42 points 

 Current first-round matchup: New York Rangers 

3. New York Rangers | 37-19-10 | 84 points 

Despite a couple of splashy trade deadline moves, the 
Rangers have slipped a bit in the Metro Division. That still 
have three wins in hand over the Penguins. 

 Points percentage: .636 

 Regulation wins: 27 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 33 

 Current first-round matchup: New Jersey Devils 

Wild Card 

1. Pittsburgh Penguins | 34-22-10 | 78 points 

Pittsburgh notched a huge win over the Rangers on Sunday, 
and the team has gotten back on track after a bit of a skid. 
The Pens still have a game in hand over the Panthers. 

 Points percentage: .591 

 Regulation wins: 25 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 33 

 Current first-round matchup: Carolina Hurricanes 

2. New York Islanders | 34-26-8 | 76 points 

The Islanders have a key California road trip this week in 
which they have a chance to pick up at least four points 
against vastly inferior opponents. 

 Points percentage: .559 

 Regulation wins: 29 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 34 

 Current first-round matchup: Boston Bruins 

In the Hunt 

3. Florida Panthers | 33-27-7 | 73 points 

The Panthers have been surging back into the playoff race of 
late, and they are now just three points behind the Islanders 
with a game in hand. 

 Points percentage: .545 

 Regulation wins: 28 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 31 

 Current first-round matchup: N/A 

4. Buffalo Sabres | 33-28-5 | 71 points 

The Sabres are finally playing meaningful games in March 
again, and their comeback win over the Maple Leafs on 
Monday kept them right in the playoff race. 

 Points percentage: .538 

 Regulation wins: 25 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 32 

 Current first-round matchup: N/A 

5. Washington Capitals | 32-28-7 | 71 points 

The Capitals needed a big win, and they got one over the 
Islanders last weekend. That kept them within striking 
distance of the second wild card spot. 

 Points percentage: .530 

 Regulation wins: 25 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 31 

 Current first-round matchup: N/A 

6. Ottawa Senators | 33-29-4 | 70 points 

Ottawa is now six points out of a playoff spot after losing two 
straight games in regulation, and it has a matchup against 
Edmonton on Tuesday night. 

 Points percentage: .530 

 Regulation wins: 26 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 31 

 Current first-round matchup: N/A 

Western Conference 

Central Division 

1. Dallas Stars | 37-17-13 | 87 points 

The Stars have opened up a three-point lead over the Wild in 
the Central Division after winning three straight games. 
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 Points percentage: .649 

 Regulation wins: 31 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 34 

 Current first-round matchup: Edmonton Oilers 

2. Minnesota Wild | 38-21-8 | 84 points 

Minnesota hasn't lost a game in regulation since Feb. 15, 
and that has helped the team keep the Avalanche at bay in 
the race for second place. 

 Points percentage: .627 

 Regulation wins: 27 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 31 

 Current first-round matchup: Colorado Avalanche 

3. Colorado Avalanche | 37-22-6 | 80 points 

The Avalanche torched the Canadiens on Monday night, and 
with games in hand on the Wild and Stars, they could still 
push for another Central Division title. 

 Points percentage: .615 

 Regulation wins: 26 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 33 

 Current first-round matchup: Minnesota Wild 

Pacific Division 

1. Vegas Golden Knights | 41-20-6 | 88 points 

The Golden Knights are on a three-game winning streak and 
have a slim one-point lead over the Stars in the battle for the 
top seed in the Western Conference. 

 Points percentage: .657 

 Regulation wins: 30 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 37 

 Current first-round matchup: Winnipeg Jets 

2. Los Angeles Kings | 38-20-9 | 85 points 

Los Angeles is 4-0-1 in March, and the team has what 
should be an intense game against the Islanders on Tuesday 
night. Both of those squads have plenty to fight for in their 
respective playoff races. 

 Points percentage: .634 

 Regulation wins: 28 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 32 

 Current first-round matchup: Seattle Kraken 

3. Seattle Kraken | 37-23-7 | 81 points 

One key for the Kraken is that they have a decided edge 
over the Kings and Oilers in regulation plus overtime wins. 
That could come in handy when determining playoff seeding. 

 Points percentage: .604 

 Regulation wins: 30 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 37 

 Current first-round matchup: Los Angeles Kings 

Wild Card 

1. Edmonton Oilers | 36-23-8 | 80 points 

The Oilers may be in a wild card spot for now, but they are 
only one point behind the Kraken and five points behind the 
Kings for second and third place, respectively, in the Pacific 
Division. 

 Points percentage: .597 

 Regulation wins: 34 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 36 

 Current first-round matchup: Dallas Stars 

2. Winnipeg Jets | 38-26-3 | 79 points 

With back-to-back wins over the Panthers and Lightning, the 
Jets really helped their playoff chances and kept the 
Predators and Flames at a distance in the wild card race. 

 Points percentage: .590 

 Regulation wins: 29 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 37 

 Current first-round matchup: Vegas Golden Knights 

In the Hunt 

3. Nashville Predators | 33-24-7 | 73 points 

Despite winning seven of their last 10 games, the Predators 
are still six points behind the Jets. Nashville does have three 
games in hand over Winnipeg. 

Points percentage: .570 
Regulation wins: 24 
Regulation plus overtime wins: 29 
Current first-round matchup: N/A 

4. Calgary Flames | 30-24-23 | 73 points 

The issue for Calgary is that the team is in the same position 
as Nashville, but it doesn't have the games in hand. The 
Flames have serious work to do in their last 15 games. 

Points percentage: .545 
Regulation wins: 24 
Regulation plus overtime wins: 28 
Current first-round matchup: N/A
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Kotkaniemi’s two-goal night leads Hurricanes to victory over Jets 
What’s a good panacea for being shutout in back to back 
games? Scoring five goals. 

By Ryan Henkel  

I am dubbing this game the Jesperi Kotkaniemi game.  

With a two goal, three point night, Kotkaniemi not only set a 
new career high in goals for himself, but also led the way for 
the team in hits (4), takeaways (2) and faceoff percentage 
(60%). 

But perhaps the most impressive part of his game wasn’t his 
offensive production, but his defensive impacts. 

Rod Brind’Amour gave Kotkaniemi’s line the matchup with 
Winnipeg’s top line, and all night, Kotkaniemi’s line 
dominated them. 

“KK’s done it in other games too, but I just felt that with the 
matchups the way they were, it was the best way to go,” 
Brind’Amour said. “It only gets tougher and obviously we’re 
shorthanded here up front so the other guys have to really 
step up. It’s not that you have to be that much better, it’s that 
you have to be really good. In different situations, they might 
not have played in all year, but we have to thrust guys into 
there because we have all these openings.” 

According to NaturalStatTrick.com, the line had a 72% Corsi 
For percentage, a 4-1 edge in high danger chances, a 
72.94% expected goals for percentage and 3-0 edge in 
actual goals scored.  

“I just feel that when we’re on top of our game, we can play 
every line in the league,” Kotkaniemi said. “We’ve got a lot of 
skill on our line, a lot of speed and it’s hard to play against us 
when we’re on it.” 

Now just one point shy of tying his career high in points, we 
are starting to see the Kotkaniemi that Carolina saw when 
they acquired him from Montreal.  

Since the start of the new year, Kotkaniemi has 8 goals and 
21 points, which is fifth most among the entire team over that 
span. 

“Everything starts from the defense,” Kotkaniemi said You 
need to get the puck up out of your zone as fast as you can 
and offense is the best defense I feel. If you keep the puck, 
the other team can’t score.” 

If he can consistently play at this level, the Hurricanes are 
still going to be a handful come playoff time. 

But back to the game. 

The Carolina Hurricanes needed a quick goal in this game 
more than any with all the adversity the team was facing.  

They were shutout in back to back games and it was 
announced earlier in the day that star forward Andrei 
Svechnikov would miss the remainder of the season to have 
reconstructive surgery on his ACL. 

If things didn’t go well tonight, the snowball effect could have 
been catastrophic.  

“The games haven’t really gone our way the last couple 
before this one and then the tough news this morning, so it 
was good just to get a win,” Kotkaniemi said. 

But the Canes got lucky and struck both quick and first as 
Jaccob Slavin bodied a rebound into the back of the net. 

The play started out with Slavin picking off a Brendan Dillon 
outlet pass and he came down the middle into the slot and 
put a shot on David Rittich. The rebound took an even 
friendlier bounce as a Winnipeg stick popped it up and in it 
went off Slavin’s body. 

It was a fairly even back and forth affair with Winnipeg 
hanging in with Carolina, but things started to get chippy.  

The worst of it happened in the second period when Jordan 
Martinook was clipped knee-to-knee by Jets defenseman 
Dylan Samberg. 

The Canes swarmed the Winnipeg defender, but the officials 
never blew the whistle with the scuffle going on and 
Martinook writhing on the ground. 

Instead Dylan DeMelo took the puck up the ice from his own 
corner, starting a 2-on-1, but he kept it and ripped it past 
Frederik Andersen. 

Luckily, Martinook did return not long after the hit, but 
whether or not he’ll be fine in the coming days is still up in 
the air. 

“It was nice to see him come back, that’s for sure. It was kind 
of a double whammy because he goes down and then we 
kind of stop playing and then it’s in your net. You’re like, ‘Oh 
man...’ but at least he came back and hopefully he’s okay. 
We’ll find out a little more here today or tomorrow.” 

But that seemed to set the Hurricanes off as, in an instant, 
Carolina was back ahead with Brady Skjei sniping one past 
Rittich.  

Things started rolling from there and soon enough, 
Kotkaniemi extended the lead, beating Rittich on a 
wraparound that the netminder was completely unprepared 
for. 

And not long after that, Stefan Noesen made Samberg 
answer the bell for the hit and he got the takedown on the 
Winnipeg blueliner. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 15, 2023 

 

“It takes a lot of courage to step up like that and it obviously 
got the bench going and the guys going,” Skjei said on 
Noesen’s fight. “For us to capitalize right after was definitely 
a turning point in the game.” 

However, Winnipeg came out with a fire in the third period 
and Nikolaj Ehlers quickly shrank the lead to one again as he 
committed a little Dane-on-Dane crime, beating Andersen 
through the five-hole. 

The Jets were pushing, but yet another defensive miscue by 
the Winnipeg blueliners hurt them. Noesen forced a turnover 
deep in the zone and set up Jack Drury in the slot for a clean 

look which he buried for his first goal of the season, in his 
first game back with the team. 

“It feels good,” Drury said. “Hockey’s a funny game. It comes 
in waves sometimes but it was a great pass by Stef [Noesen] 
there and it was nice to get one.” 

The Jets got one back near the end of the third period as a 
Carolina blown coverage left Nino Niederreiter wide open in 
front of the net, but the Canes held on to the end with 
Kotkaniemi icing the game with the empty net tally. 

The Hurricanes will look to keep the ball rolling as they travel 
north to take on the Toronto Maple Leafs Friday night. 
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Hurricanes get back on track against Jets with 5-3 win  
By Aidan Carlson 

The Carolina Hurricanes earned a much-needed 5-3 win 
against the Winnipeg Jets on Tuesday, March 14 in PNC 
Arena. By Aidan Carlson 

Led by center Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s three-point performance, 
the Canes (44-14-8) closed out a rough stretch of games 
with a win over the Jets (38-27-3). 

The Hurricanes came out fast in the first period, playing with 
a lot of energy and physicality, and they were rewarded by 
getting on the board first. Less than five minutes in, 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin pinched up on the boards, 
maintaining possession and ending the Canes’ scoring 
drought with a fortunate bounce that just beat Jets 
goaltender David Rittich. 

The beginning of the second frame saw two quick goals less 
than a minute after the period started. Winnipeg defenseman 
Dylan DeMelo capitalized on a scuffle breaking out on the 
other end of the ice to score 19 seconds into the period. After 
DeMelo quickly silenced the crowd and evened up the score, 
Canes defenseman Brady Skjei got a goal of his own, ripping 
one right past Rittich’s glove just 39 seconds later. 

Just past the 12-minute mark of the period, the Hurricanes' 
first star of the night, Kotkaniemi, took over the game with a 
clever wraparound goal to put the Canes up 2-1. He later 
iced the game with an empty-net goal in the third period to 
give the Hurricanes the sole lead of the Metropolitan 
Division. 

Kotkaniemi has been playing in superb form in the second 
half of the season, recording eight points in his last six 

games. He has come into his role as a strong second-line 
center who has played well both offensively and defensively. 

The Canes’ other goal of the night came from center Jack 
Drury, who scored his first goal of the 2023-2023 season 
after getting called up from the Chicago Wolves of the AHL 
to replace injured right wing Andrei Svechnikov. Drury 
connected with a previous Wolves teammate, right wing 
Stefan Noesen, who capitalized on a loose puck and fed it to 
Drury, who slotted it off the short side post. 

In contrast to their effort against the New Jersey Devils on 
March 12, the Canes played with high energy throughout the 
entire game. This was on display in the second period when 
after a hit that sent left wing Jordan Martinook temporarily to 
the locker room, Noesen dropped the gloves, adding an 
extra spark to this tilt. 

All before the end of March, the Canes will play both the 
Toronto Maple Leafs and the New York Rangers twice, as 
well as the Boston Bruins and Tampa Bay Lightning in a 
stretch of games that will test the Hurricanes from top to 
bottom. With playoff seeding on the line, many of these will 
feel like playoff games and will be a lot more physical than 
games earlier in the season. 

The Canes have shown that they are up to the challenge — 
in the win against the Jets there were a total of 40 hits 
between the two teams. If the Hurricanes can establish a 
physical forecheck, their goal-scoring will get sorted out on 
its own and open up more scoring opportunities for their 
defenseman. 

The Canes will get a couple of days rest before they take on 
the Maple Leafs in Toronto on Friday, March 17 at 7 p.m. 
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Hurricanes' Andrei Svechnikov To Undergo ACL Surgery 
The Carolina Hurricanes announced that forward Andrei 
Svechnikov will miss the remainder of the season and 
playoffs to undergo knee surgery. 

By Mike Stephens 

What a massive blow to a top Eastern Conference 
contender.  

The Carolina Hurricanes confirmed everyone's fears on 
Tuesday afternoon, announcing that star forward Andrei 
Svechnikov will undergo surgery to repair his right ACL in the 
coming days. He has been ruled out for the remainder of the 
regular season and the playoffs.  

The news comes roughly one day after reports surfaced that 
the Hurricanes were gathering a second opinion on 
Svechnikov's injury in the hopes of gaining some clarity on 
whether he could return at some point down the line.  

Alas, the worst-case scenario has arisen, and the Hurricanes 
will now be forced to battle in an increasingly daunting 
Eastern Conference playoff picture without arguably their top 
forward.  

Before his injury, Svechnikov was having a typically 
productive season, having racked up 23 goals and 32 assists 
for 55 points in 66 games, all while logging upwards of 18 
minutes per night in ice time. Svechnikov was also proving to 
be a crucial piece of Carolina's power play, with his five 
goals and 11 assists on the man advantage landing him near 
the top of his team's leaderboard.  

With Svechnikov out, the Hurricanes will likely turn to the 
likes of Seth Jarvis, Teuvo Teravainen and even Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi for increased roles as they look to fill this hole.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article273155515.html#storylink=mainstage_lead 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article273127740.html#storylink=mainstage_card 

https://theathletic.com/4308907/2023/03/14/carolina-hurricanes-andrei-svechnikov-injury/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2023/03/hurricanes-overcome-adversity-beat-jets-5-3/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-find-offense-in-win-over-jets/c-342223732 
https://www.nhl.com/news/andrei-svechnikov-out-indefinitely-for-carolina-hurricanes-with-knee-injury/c-342199328 

https://www.nhl.com/news/winnipeg-jets-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-341898780 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/35859174/can-capitals-sabres-make-2023-nhl-playoffs 

https://apnews.com/article/jesperi-kotkaniemi-hurricanes-jets-afef5931e12fd8ec0d3bbc0b167331f4 
https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/hurricanes-star-andrei-svechnikov-to-have-season-ending-knee-surgery/ 

https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/hurricanes-andrei-svechnikov-will-undergo-knee-surgery-miss-remainder-of-regular-season-and-playoffs/ 
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-rewind-bruins-make-history-by-reaching-50-wins-in-just-64-games/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2023/3/15/23640783/jesperi-kotkaniemis-two-goal-night-leads-carolina-hurricanes-to-victory-over-winnipeg-jets 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/hurricanes-get-back-on-track-against-jets-with-5-3-win/article_8dd404ee-c2df-11ed-bc86-

9720a4ae5eb5.html 
https://thehockeynews.com/news/hurricanes-andrei-svechnikov-to-undergo-acl-surgery 
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Hurricanes find their offense, beat Jets 5-3 behind two goals from Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED MARCH 14, 2023 11:27 PM 

 

On a day when it was learned forward Andrei Svechnikov would have 
season-ending surgery, the last thing the Carolina Hurricanes wanted to 
see was another player limping off the ice. 

It happened Tuesday early in the second period against the Winnipeg 
Jets, the Canes’ Jordan Martinook being hurt after a knee-to-knee hit 
from Dylan Samberg. Seconds later, the Jets’ Dylan DeMelo scored as 
PNC Arena erupted in boos. 

The Hurricanes’ response? Brady Skjei scored. Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
scored. Stefan Noesen later dropped the gloves and took on Samberg, 
landing on top, as the boos turned to cheers. 

The game ended with the Hurricanes winning 5-3 as Kotkaniemi had two 
goals and an assist, Jack Drury scored in his first game since his recall 
from the Chicago Wolves and goalie Frederik Andersen earned his 17th 
victory. 

“Obviously the news on ‘Svech’ was really tough,” Skjei said. “You don’t 
replace a guy like that. But everyone has to step up and do a little bit 
more (and) give a little extra.” 

The Hurricanes (44-14-8) now lead the Metropolitan Division by two 
points over the New Jersey Devils, who were beaten at home Tuesday 
by the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Mar 14, 2023; Raleigh, North Carolina, USA; Winnipeg Jets right wing 
Nino Niederreiter (62) goes for the rebound against Carolina Hurricanes 
goaltender Frederik Andersen (31) during the second period at PNC 
Arena. Mandatory Credit: James Guillory-USA TODAY Sports James 
Guillory USA TODAY NETWORK 

After being shut out against the Vegas Golden Knights and then New 
Jersey in back-to-back games, the Canes needed a goal — from 
someone. 

Slavin gave it to them, the defenseman getting off a shot from the left 
circle and past goalie David Rittich after the puck bounced off Slavin’s leg 
as he crashed the net. 

Officially, make it Slavin, at 4:37 of the first period. For the Canes, make 
it the first goal since Svechnikov scored 2:09 into the Philadelphia game 
last week — a span of more than 182 minutes. 

“It was big,” Skjei said. “We’ve been a little snakebit for a couple of 
games, and we knew that wasn’t going to last too long. Nice to get one 
early and we ended with five, so a good game by us.” 

It was 1-0 when Martinook collided with Samberg, then 1-1 after the 
quick DeMelo goal. 

“That shouldn’t happen. Everyone stopped playing,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said of the DeMelo score. 

But Skjei beat Rittich with a rising shot from the left circle, and 
Kotkaniemi used his long reach to score on a wraparound as the Canes 
moved to a 3-1 lead after two periods. 

The Jets (38-27-3) made it a 3-2 game in the third when Nikolaj Ehlers 
took a pass from Blake Wheeler and sniped one through Andersen. But 
Drury soon scored, Noesen picking up an assist on Drury’s first goal of 
the season and the first game-winning goal of his career. 

“That’s what we need. Everybody’s got to contribute,” Brind’Amour said. 

A goal by Nino Niederreiter, the former Canes forward, sliced the Canes’ 
lead to 4-3 with 4:22 left in regulation. But Kotkaniemi’s second goal, an 
empty netter in the final seconds, sealed the Canes’ win. 

Carolina Hurricanes center Jordan Staal (11) side steps a check by 
Winnipeg Jets defenseman Dylan Samberg (54) during the first period at 
PNC Arena. James Guillory USA TODAY NETWORK 

Samberg’s hit on Martinook, the Jets defenseman leading with his knee 
in open ice, was a dangerous one. And while Martinook needed help 
getting off the ice for treatment, he soon was back — and seemingly 
playing with an inner fury. 

But everyone in red did their part, it seemed. 

Defenseman Brent Burns, playing one of his best games of the season, 
made a sliding block to break up a two-on-one in the second period, 
sweeping his stick around to knock away the puck. 

Jesper Fast saved a goal in the first period after a sharp save by 
Andersen. The puck was sitting near the goal line but Fast got his stick 
on it. 

“We weren’t great tonight but sometimes you don’t have to be,” 
Brind’Amour said. “That little extra effort here and there, and we got a 
couple of bounces, which we haven’t gotten in three games, and that’s 
what happens.” 
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Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov will have knee surgery, miss rest 
of the season 
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BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED MARCH 14, 2023 9:59 PM 

 

RALEIGH 

The hockey season is over for Andrei Svechnikov of the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

The team said Tuesday the all-star forward will undergo season-ending 
surgery on Thursday for a right knee injury suffered Saturday against the 
Vegas Golden Knights. 

The reconstructive surgery on his ACL will be performed by Dr. Marty 
Isbell of Raleigh Orthopaedic, the team said. 

“It’s devastating, to be quite honest, because everybody loves the guy so 
much,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Tuesday after the Canes’ 5-3 
win over Winnipeg. 

Don Waddell, the team president and general manager, said the decision 
was made after consultation with “global experts in the field.” 

“We’re confident Andrei will make a full recovery,” Waddell said in a 
statement. 

Svechnikov, 22, is one of the more dynamic young power forwards in the 
league and made his first NHL All-Star Game appearance this season. 

“I hate it for him more than anything, because he’s worked so hard to get 
to this point of the year when it’s fun,” Brind’Amour said after Tuesday’s 
morning skate. “He’s not going to be a part of it going forward. It’s tough.” 

The PNC Arena locker of Carolina Hurricanes forward Andrei 
Svechnikov, who will miss the remainder of the 2022-23 season after 
knee surgery. Chip Alexander 

Svechnikov, 22, was injured Saturday at PNC Arena, favoring his right 
leg after making a pivot on the ice.. He left the game for evaluation, and 
later returned to play in the third period. 

Svechnikov’s loss is a huge hit for the Canes, the Metropolitan Divisions 
leaders. He has been playing on the Canes’ top line with Sebastian Aho 
and Seth Jarvis, and was tied with Aho for second on the team with 55 
points before Tuesday’s game against Winnipeg. 

Forward Martin Necas, the team’s leading scorer, said he spoke with 
Svechnikov on Monday night. 

“Obviously, he was sad. I was sad, as well,” Necas said Tuesday. “We all 
feel sorry for him because it’s not the best injury and it’s probably going 
to take a while. Obviously I feel so bad for him that he cannot keep 
playing with us this season. 

“It’s a big loss for us. But as a team, for us, we just keep playing the 
same way. We always do that when we’re missing some guys. We have 
a big group and whoever steps in is going to play his best. No one can be 
‘Svech’ in this group. There’s only one ‘Svech.’ We’ve just got to play our 
game and the system we play. Just stick with it and hopefully we can 
keep winning for him.” 

Winger Jesse Puljujarvi, recently acquired from the Edmonton Oilers, 
was on the Aho line with Jarvis at the skate. The Canes recalled forward 
Jack Drury from the AHL Chicago Wolves on Monday, and Drury was 
centering the fourth line at the skate. 

The Canes (43-14-8) were leading the New Jersey Devils in winning 
percentage in the Metro before Tuesday’s game. Svechnikov traveled 
with the team to New Jersey for the game Sunday — the Devils winning 
3-0 — but was unable to play. 

Necas said Svechnikov later sent a group text to the team explaining the 
situation with his injury. 

Svechnikov’s older brother, Evgeny, tore his right ACL in a 2018 
preseason game while with the Detroit Red Wings. 

“I feel bad for him,” Canes captain Jordan Staal said Tuesday. “We’re 
ready for a big playoff push and to get that news is unfortunate. We feel 
for him and as a group we have to move on, obviously, and find ways to 
fill that big hole that he has created. 

“It is part of the game and unfortunate timing. We feel bad for him.” 
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Hurricanes take another gut punch with Andrei Svechnikov out for the 
season: ‘It’s not fun’ 

 

By Sean Gentille and Michael Russo 

Mar 14, 2023 

 

MANALAPLAN, Fla. — Two months after Max Pacioretty was lost for the 
season with a re-tearing of his Achilles tendon, the Hurricanes are down 
another star forward, announcing Tuesday that Andrei Svechnikov is out 
for the season with a torn ACL. 

Svechnikov, second on Carolina with 55 points and perhaps the most 
explosive offensive player on one of the league’s best teams, injured his 
right knee Saturday night in a game against the Golden Knights. He will 
undergo reconstructive surgery Thursday morning in Raleigh, N.C., with 
the anticipation that he’ll be ready for the start of next season. 

“It’s not fun, but we can’t change it,” Waddell said from NHL general 
manager meetings. “We’ve got to figure out how to move forward without 
him.” 

Svechnikov’s injury is one of three major ones to hit contenders in the 
past week. Minnesota’s Kirill Kaprizov will miss three to four weeks with a 
lower-body injury, while Colorado’s Artturi Lehkonen is set for surgery on 
his finger that’ll sideline him for four to six weeks, coach Jared Bednar 
told reporters Tuesday. 

The Wild and Avs both have relatively ample reason for optimism 
regarding their issues. Kaprizov’s timeline would put him back in the 
lineup before the playoffs, and Lehkonen will be able to skate while his 
finger heals. 

The timing of Svechnikov’s injury is particularly brutal, given that the NHL 
trade deadline was last Friday. The Hurricanes took a big swing at Timo 
Meier, but he was traded to the Devils. Waddell acquired offensive 
defenseman Shayne Gostisbehere, who has already done wonders for 
Carolina’s power play, and forward Jesse Puljujarvi, but the Hurricanes 
weren’t in the market for other high-priced rentals. 

Waddell did attempt to trade for players with one year left on their 
contracts, like Calgary’s Elias Lindholm, but in the end, he opted to stand 
pat. 

All Waddell gets for his trouble is another hole in the lineup and $7.75 
million more in unused long-term-injured-reserve cap space. Puljujarvi, 
acquired as a bottom-six depth add, practiced in Svechnikov’s top-line 
spot to the left of Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis. 

“Well, whoever goes in, it's 20 guys, it's not one guy. I can tell you that. If 
we think one guy is gonna do it, it wouldn't have mattered anyway. It was 
never about one guy, so it just makes it a little harder.” 

Svechnikov’s first instinct, Waddell said, was to apologize. 
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“I said, ‘Andrei, don’t be (apologetic). I feel bad for you.’ You know what 
he puts in,” Waddell said. “He came into camp (as) our best-conditioned 
athlete.” 

It’s a bitter pill for a team that’s currently tied for first place in the 
Metropolitan Division, with one of the deepest rosters in the game and 
real potential to play deeper into the postseason than it has with its 
current core. The plan, Waddell said, hasn’t changed, even though the 
priority may have shifted. 

“I would have said before yesterday that (the priority) was to stay 
healthy,” he said, “but that’s obviously not gonna happen. 

“Taking away (Svechnikov) at this point, you know, the message doesn’t 
change. One thing about hockey, as we all know, it’s not an individual 
sport. It’s a team sport. And we think we’ve got a pretty good team.” 

That’s a well-earned cliche that more than one general manager found 
themselves leaning on at the meetings, which conclude Wednesday. 

“You can’t predict injury. They impact things. And yet, every team to 
some degree needs to expect that they’re going to be some,” Vegas GM 
Kelly McCrimmon told The Athletic. “You hope they’re not Kirill Kaprizov 
to (Golden Knights winger) Mark Stone to a Svechnikov. You hope it’s 
not those guys. But it can be.” 

Added Lightning GM Julien BriseBois, whose team in Tampa Bay is 
starting to get banged up, “At this time of year, I’m just like all the other 
GMs — I just want to see us healthy come playoff time. More than 
anything else, health is the biggest factor. It’s true throughout the season, 
but as you get closer and closer to the playoffs, especially when you 
have a little bit of a cushion and your odds are pretty good of getting in, 
you’re less worried about winning the game that night than making sure 
you’re healthy when the time comes to start the playoffs.” 

In the meantime, the Hurricanes were coincidentally set to hold 
Svechnikov’s commemorative bobblehead night on Tuesday against the 
Jets at PNC Arena. 
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Maybe the Leafs have Lightning right where they want them 

 

By Dave Feschuk Sports Columnist 

Tue., March 14, 2023 

 

Let’s keep dissecting Sheldon Keefe’s latest lineup tinkerings, and 
wondering what’s wrong with Morgan Rielly, and hemming and hawing 
over who, precisely, ought to be Toronto’s Game 1 playoff goalie. Such 
are the rites of the coming spring in the centre of the hockey universe. 

But when Toronto’s first-round series with the Tampa Bay Lightning 
begins around this time next month, just know there’s a possibility that 
very little of that regular-season hand-wringing will be relevant. 

You can make a case that the biggest factor in deciding the outcome of 
that first-round rematch won’t be coaching tactics or trade-deadline roster 
additions or the relative strength of defensive corps or goaltending. The 
biggest factor might turn out to be the weight of history. And in this case, 
we’re talking about the kind of history that just might favour the Maple 
Leafs. 

That, we understand, is hard to believe without further explanation. If the 
topic is history, then it’s the cursed Leafs who are lugging around the 
contextual baggage of perennial epic failure. It’s the Leafs in possession 

of the longest Stanley Cup drought in NHL history. It’s the Leafs toting a 
playoff-series losing streak that dates back to 2004. 

Nobody’s saying those things aren’t true. And nobody’s saying those 
facts won’t infect the heads of the local heroes in the heat of the playoff 
pressure cooker. 

Still, if you’re betting on history to repeat, let’s not forget that one of the 
safest bets in pro sports is to fade an NHL team in the year following a 
run to the Stanley Cup final. It just so happens the Lightning, the back-to-
back champions in 2020 and 2021, are coming off a third straight trip to 
the championship series a season ago. 

So the idea that Tampa’s got sufficient gas in the tank for the long 
journey to join the Canadiens and Islanders as just the third NHL 
franchise to reach four straight finals — well, let’s just say there’s plenty 
to suggest that, a month from playoff time, the Lightning are already 
running on fumes. 

And who could fault them for feeling the cumulative effect of such 
sustained excellence? Go back to 2019-20, when the Lightning began 
their string of three straight finals appearances, and measure the 
enormity of the grind. Over that time the Lightning have played in 71 
playoff games. The Maple Leafs, to put that in perspective, have played 
in a mere 19. That’s an additional 52 games over three post-seasons that 
Tampa’s had to weather. And these aren’t just any games. These are 
high-intensity, high-stakes battles. How is it possible the Lightning don’t 
eventually succumb to the effects of that cumulative load? 

The Lightning, of course, have done an incredible job of mostly refusing 
to entertain those sorts of conversations. 

“I’m not a believer in ‘You’ve played a lot of hockey.’ Isn’t that what you 
want to do?” Jon Cooper, the Lightning coach, said during last season’s 
playoff run. “I’d rather be playing hockey than having a five-month 
summer every year. This is what we play for. This is what we coach for.” 

That’s the only attitude worth having. But there’s no denying that, rather 
than ramping up their game in advance of the playoffs, Tampa is in the 
midst of a stark late-season fall-off. Heading into Tuesday’s game in New 
Jersey, the Lightning were a mediocre 7-7-5 since the all-star break, a 
span that had seen them allow more goals against than anyone other 
than the Sabres and Ducks. They’re not as young as they used to be. 
They’re not as deep. Even Andrei Vasilevskiy, generally considered the 
best goaltender on the planet, had been showing cracks, going 1-2-2 with 
an .865 save percentage in the month of March before Tuesday. And 
speaking of No. 1 defencemen on down years — and Rielly’s funk is 
palpable — Tampa’s Victor Hedman is a long way from his usual Norris 
Trophy-worthy self. 

Which isn’t surprising. It’s beyond difficult to maintain a title-worthy 
standard for multiple seasons. Look at the post-Cup struggles of 
Toronto’s Wednesday night opponent, the Colorado Avalanche. In 
attempting to follow up last year’s banner-raising performance, the injury-
ravaged Avalanche have acknowledged one of the biggest challenges 
has been attempting to rekindle the collective relentlessness that made 
them champions in the first place. 

“It’s been a difficult year for us for a number of different reasons, and 
injuries probably being the most of it,” head coach Jared Bednar was 
saying in Montreal the other day. “And also just trying to get that 
competitive spirit back to where it was last year after winning last year. 
Just kind of a little bit of complacency going through the year. I think our 
guys’ hearts are in the right place, and they’re certainly willing to work. 
They’ve proven that in the past. But the consistency in our game hasn’t 
been top tier like it was last year.” 

It’s hard to avoid losing players to the ravages of the stagnant salary cap. 
And the Avalanche, of course, lost Nazem Kadri and Andre Burakovsky 
to free agency. It’s difficult to dodge the injury lottery. And the Avalanche 
have played all season without captain Gabe Landeskog, who is 
rehabbing off-season knee surgery. On Tuesday Bednar announced that 
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Artturi Lehkonen is expected to miss four to six weeks with the broken 
finger he suffered in Monday’s win in Montreal. 

Maybe the Avalanche can flip the switch when it matters. Maybe the 
Lightning are playing possum until the post-season. Still, there comes a 
point where every Stanley Cup juggernaut discovers the jig is up. Sidney 
Crosby’s Penguins won two straight Cups in 2016 and 2017 and have 
won one playoff round since. In the salary-cap era only the Penguins and 
Lightning have managed to win back-to-back rings. 

“The toll is taken in the playoffs — that’s the toll,” Cooper explained last 
spring. “And the shot blocking, the groins, the hips, the cuts, the bruises, 
playing every second night. That’s the toll. And so when you get to the 
end, even though it doesn’t look like they’re banged up … we’ve got 
banged-up guys. That’s what the playoff toll does.” 

That’s what the playoff toll does. Which is why even the greatest teams 
eventually find themselves on an earlier summer vacation than they’d 
dreamed. In other words, even if the Leafs have shown zero know-how 
when it comes to the matter of winning an opening-round playoff series, 
maybe Tampa is coming to the point in their petering dynasty when it 
wouldn’t be a shock to see them lose one. 
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Leafs centre Ryan O’Reilly might need longer than four weeks to return 
from broken finger 

 

By Kevin McGran Staff Reporter 

Tue., March 14, 2023 

 

While Maple Leafs fans are getting to know the likes of Noel Acciari and 
Sam Lafferty, the biggest name acquired before the trade deadline, Ryan 
O’Reilly, remains sidelined with a broken left index finger. 

The hard-nosed, two-way centre hasn’t skated with the team since 
surgery to repair his finger on March 5, though Leafs coach Sheldon 
Keefe said his return to the ice was imminent. 

“He’s been in every day doing what he needs to do to get ready,” Keefe 
said. “I was told he was expected to be on skates this week.” 

O’Reilly had three goals and two assists in eight games with the Leafs 
before taking an Auston Matthews slapshot off his hand in a March 4 
game in Vancouver. He was placed on long-term injured reserve and 
must miss 10 games and 24 days, meaning the earliest he can return is 
April 1 in Ottawa. 

But don’t circle that date. It takes three to four weeks for a shattered 
bone to heal and up to six weeks for the architecture around the bone to 
heal, said Dr. Michelle Carlson, a hand specialist at the New York-based 
Hospital for Special Surgery. 

“The bone itself heals in about four weeks, in most cases, but that 
doesn’t mean you’re going to be 100 per cent in four weeks,” said 
Carlson, who is the primary hand surgeon for a number of professional 
sports teams, including the New York Knicks, Brooklyn Nets, and New 
York Mets. “There can often be an injury to the other structures that take 
even longer to heal than the bone to heal. There are tendons in that area. 
There are ligaments. All of those structures sometimes have to heal, or 
have to get moving again, and can have stiffness or scarring. So that’s all 
part of the healing process.” 

Carlson did not treat O’Reilly, nor did she his X-ray, which is said to 
reveal a clean fracture, a clear gap and the bones going in different 

directions. But she says the Leafs centre has something going for him 
that many athletes don’t: He’s a hockey player and protection can be 
added in his glove and around his finger should he decide to return 
before the finger has healed 100 per cent. 

“You have to have some ability to hold the stick (but) you’re a little bit 
less dependent probably on that finger than you would be in some other 
sports where you’re totally unprotected,” Carlson said. “You want to get 
the whole bone that’s broken protected. So it depends on where that 
break is, how much you have to immobilize to give him adequate 
protection.” 

Some hockey players have taken on mythological status for playing while 
injured, including Bobby Baun, who scored an overtime goal in 1964 on a 
broken foot. Tampa Bay’s Brayden Point played through a separated 
shoulder last year. Teammate Nikita Kucherov played through a broken 
rib in 2021 Cup. And Lightning captain Steve Stamkos insisted on playing 
Game 3 of the 2020 final despite a hernia issue, and scored a key goal in 
just 2:47 of ice time. 

The Leafs have taken a cautious approach to injuries in recent years and 
it is doubtful they will try to rush O’Reilly’s return, even if he wants to be 
back as quickly as he can. His health for the playoffs is more important 
and the longer the bone, tendon and ligaments are allowed to heal the 
better. 

“If a break goes into a joint,” Carlson said, “you have to be much more 
cautious about that because, if it displaces the joint, that’s going to wind 
up an arthritic joint that could jeopardize their career — versus a finger 
that might be not quite straight but it’s not going to really jeopardize their 
career … We’re always dealing with risk and reward of risk in return to 
play.” 
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KOSHAN: Maple Leafs, who don't lose two in a row often, will need a 
tightening against Avalanche 

 

Terry Koshan 

Published Mar 14, 2023 

 

There are no travel advisories for the Maple Leafs during March Break, 
as their schedule dictates a staycation.  

Of course, that doesn’t exclude the possibility that some troubles arise on 
the home front. 

A one-goal loss against the Buffalo Sabres on Monday at Scotiabank 
Arena served as a reminder that despite the considerable number of 
positives with this Leafs team, it remains prone to brain cramps and 
disorganization every so often.  

Name a National Hockey League outfit — and we don’t include the other-
worldly Boston Bruins — that doesn’t have similar issues pop up every so 
often. There isn’t one. 

It’s two games down and two to go for the Leafs on this four-game 
homestand, Toronto’s longest stint in the 416 between now and the start 
of the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

There was no reason, at the outset, for the Leafs to come out of the 
game against the Sabres with anything less than a victory. Buffalo had 
played itself out of seriously contending for a playoff spot, losing six of its 
previous seven games before arriving in Toronto.  
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A 2-0 lead early in the second period should have put the Leafs in the 
driver’s seat, but instead, they got run over in the defensive zone and 
would have been out of the game if not for the play of goalie Matt Murray 
for the rest of the period. It caught up to the Leafs in the final 20 minutes, 
when the Sabres scored three goals and made the last one stand up as 
the winner.  

When the Leafs entertain the Colorado Avalanche on Wednesday night, 
they can’t pick up where they left off. It’s one thing to play disjointed 
defence against the Sabres; put a similar performance on the ice against 
the reigning Stanley Cup champions and the Leafs are bound to find 
themselves in a hole before puck drop for the second period. 

The Avs are finding their way following a three-game losing streak. 
They’ve won three of their past four games, including an 8-4 drubbing of 
the Canadiens in Montreal on Monday. Though Colorado is battling to 
stay in the top three in the Central Division, a playoff spot isn’t in doubt. 
The Avs will have to make up for the loss of Artturi Lehkonen, who is 
fourth in team scoring, after the forward broke a finger versus the 
Canadiens. Coach Jared Bednar said on Tuesday that as a result of the 
Lehkonen injury, ex-Leaf Denis Malgin will move into the top six. 

The Leafs had a day off on Tuesday, so we won’t know until Wednesday 
morning whether Ilya Samsonov or Murray gets the start in goal. Coach 
Sheldon Keefe said on Sunday that Samsonov wasn’t at 100%, but if he 
has recovered, we would expect him to get the call after Murray started 
the past two games. Samsonov has been a slam dunk for the Leafs at 
home, going 17-2-1 with a .926 save percentage.  

Of course, no matter who is in net, the Leafs will have to play a tighter 
brand of hockey against Nathan MacKinnon and the rest of the Avs than 
what was on display against Buffalo. MacKinnon has been among the 
hottest players in the NHL, scoring 11 goals in his past 11 games, 
including the past five in a row.   

Key to remember about the Leafs: As an unwritten rule, they don’t lose 
two games in a row in regulation. It has happened just twice this season, 
and not since mid-January. One could count on a bounce-back effort on 
Wednesday.  

A feather in the cap for Leafs prospect Matthew Knies, who has been 
named the Big Ten Conference player of the year. Knies has 40 points in 
35 games for the University of Minnesota and also was named to the Big 
Ten first team. It’s expected the big winger will sign with the Leafs once 
his college season is done, but that might not be until the second week of 
April … It’s not probable that Luke Schenn returns to the lineup against 
Colorado. The veteran defenceman, who has not played since March 4 in 
Vancouver, was scheduled to return to Toronto on Monday from 
Vancouver after his wife gave birth to the couple’s third child … William 
Nylander’s goal against the Sabres was his 35th, establishing a personal 
career high. With 16 Leafs games remaining, Nylander is on pace for 43 
goals. And with 79 points, he is one off his high of 80, set last season … 
For the first time in 2022-23, Mitch Marner has recorded three multi-point 
games in a row. The Leafs magician has two goals and six assists in his 
past three games … The Leafs’ 6-2 win in Denver on Dec. 31 is one of 
only four games this season that the Avalanche has allowed at least six 
goals. 
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Maple Leafs fans help singer with U.S. anthem after mic malfunction 

 

Lance Hornby 

Published Mar 14, 2023  

 

Monday’s pre-game was a rocky one for anthem singer Natalie Morris, 
whose microphone malfunctioned. 

But fans from both sides of the Peace Bridge at Toronto’s Scotiabank 
Arena had her back, coordinating a mass chorus of The Star-Spangled 
Banner. 

As “home of the brave” wrapped, players on both the Maple Leafs and 
Buffalo Sabres gave stick taps to the crowd of more than 18,000. 

Power was restored for Morris, who is in her first year performing the 
anthem, for O Canada. 

“That was great, I thought, everybody coming together,” Leafs star and 
U.S. native Auston Matthews said. 

“It’s pretty cool to see that in any building, but when you’re in Toronto, 
and that’s the American anthem (it means more). That was a really cool 
gesture from everybody in the arena to help her finish that off and then 
give her the reins back.” 
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Auston Matthews opens up about the hand injury that’s hampered him 

 

Jonas Siegel 

6-8 minutes 15/03/2023 

 

There’s been this sense for much of the season that something wasn’t 
quite right with Auston Matthews. 

It was clear in the numbers — so eye-popping the year before, so good-
but-not-great for months this year. But you could also just see it. 
Matthews didn’t look like the guy who nudged Connor McDavid aside for 
the Hart Trophy last season, the one who scored 60 goals and ran over 
anybody in his way. 

He fumbled pucks. He missed the net. He fired fewer of those patented, 
mostly unstoppable wrist shots. The variety in his shooting diminished. 
Matthews was even held without a single shot in one game in early 
November for only the sixth time in his career. 

After the trade deadline earlier this month, Maple Leafs GM Kyle Dubas 
conceded what long seemed apparent but was never definitively 
acknowledged — that Matthews had “played through some injuries and 
things that have hampered him.” 

But what injuries and things exactly? 

Of late, I’d noticed that Matthews was starting to shoot the puck with 
force again and wondered if he was feeling similarly. I asked him as 
much in a brief 1-on-1 interview after a recent practice and he responded 
by revealing at least part of what was really going on. 

“I think my hand and everything has been feeling a lot better, just 
stronger,” Matthews said, acknowledging the nature of that injury for the 
first time. “So yeah, I’d have to agree with you there. Just shooting it a 
little bit more fluidly I’d say.” 

A hand injury, on top of other bumps and bruises in what’s been an 
injury-plagued year, explains a lot. 

A hand injury would obviously be limiting to arguably the greatest shooter 
in the world. It would explain why Matthews has shot the puck less this 
season – 12.6 attempts per 60 minutes, down from 13.9 last year. It 
would explain why his shooting has been less precise at times, why he 
seemed to be missing the net more than usual. It would explain why his 
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puck handling, an underrated part of his dominance over the years, just 
didn’t seem as sharp. It would explain why his faceoffs and takeaways 
were down. 

“It was bothering me,” Matthews told me. “It just felt like something was 
off. I just felt like not completely, like I wasn’t able to do exactly what I 
wanted to at times.” 

There have been signs that the old Matthews, an admittedly healthier 
Matthews, is re-emerging. When the Leafs played in Calgary on March 2, 
Matthews shot the puck as aggressively (and mostly accurately) as he 
had all season. He had seven shot attempts in the first period alone. He 
uncorked a dangerous one-timer in the second and an overpowering 
wraparound a couple minutes later. 

Last weekend, Matthews went head-to-head with McDavid, the best 
player in the league by a mile this season, and won the matchup with grit, 
determination, and two-way skill. (The Leafs won 72 percent of the 
expected goals in their 9.5 minutes opposite one another at 5-on-5.). His 
shot looked like it was back. 

He uncorked this one-timer on full throttle: 

That’s the fluidity that Matthews was talking about. 

It’s unclear when exactly the hand injury first emerged — we know 
Matthews had surgery on his left wrist before last season — or how long 
it was bugging him. It’s possible it’s been an on-and-off sort of thing all 
year. Matthews missed three weeks with a knee injury in late 
January/early February, time off that was presumably beneficial for the 
hand injury. 

On the state of his shooting during those times when his hand was still 
bothering him, he said: “Just maybe not as strong honestly, and (it) just 
didn’t feel as fluid. I think sometimes it can be like a number of different 
things, whether it’s footwork or stuff like that. 

“Now it’s feeling a lot better.” 

The fluidity was a big thing, Matthews said. And getting that back, he 
said, involved more than just getting his hand healthy. That’s where pre-
practice skill development sessions with Darryl Belfry really paid off. 

“I really enjoy the skills sessions before practice,” Matthews said. “I just 
think you can get a lot out of it. You jump into a regular practice, you’re 
not really thinking too much about that kind of stuff.” 

This is the kind of work (this video being from last season) that Matthews 
is talking about. 

“I think it’s nice to get those kind of touches and get that kind of skill work 
that you wouldn’t necessarily get throughout practice and then try to 
maybe implement some stuff too,” he said. 

Practice could be repetitive throughout the long 82-game grind and didn’t 
really allow for that kind of specific skill work (which is why the Leafs 
under Dubas and Sheldon Keefe implemented those skill sessions in the 
first place). 

It wasn’t unlike a shooter in the NBA, Steph Curry say, fine-tuning his 
three-point shot outside the confines of practice. 

“Just getting repetitions,” Matthews said, “and shots and putting yourself 
in those kinds of situations and movements that you’d be in during a 
game and in situations and trying to work through different stuff.” 

A lot of it came down to the footwork (another underrated part of 
Matthews’ shooting). And you can see from his maneuvering against the 
Sabres earlier this week that he’s found that rhythm again. 

“A nice fluidity I’d say,” Matthews said. 

He scored his 31st goal of the year by driving hard to the net, following 
up on a play that started in the Leafs zone. 

Matthews has scored in three straight games (and also added three 
assists) and fired 29 shots on goal on 45 attempts in his last five outings. 
That’s almost six shots on nine attempts per game. 

That’s more like the Matthews who led the NHL with 348 shots – 4.8 per 
game – on 599 (!) attempts last season. 

It speaks to his greatness that Matthews is still on pace to score 40 goals 
playing through injuries all season. He recently clinched his seventh 
straight 30-goal season, one for every year he’s been in the league. For 
context, consider that John Tavares, long one of the NHL’s better 
players, hit 30 for the sixth time in his career the same night last 
weekend that Matthews got there again. 

It’s obviously a big deal for the Leafs that Matthews is feeling healthy(ier) 
again, more like himself, more like one of the greatest players in the 
world. They need that dude if they have any chance of not only getting by 
Tampa in the first round, but making a serious run at the Stanley Cup. 

They may have that dude back. 
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Catching up with Kathryn Humphreys, the Citytv reporter who had fun 
with Toronto sports 

 

Sean Fitz-Gerald 

7-8 minutes 14/03/2023 

 

While watching the Maple Leafs practise on a sleepy, slow-news day 
between games, Citytv reporter Kathryn Humphreys was overcome by 
two thoughts. 

One: “What the f— am I going to talk about today?” 

Two: “Like, holy s—.” 

It was during the 2008-09 season, while the franchise fumbled toward 
another spring without a playoff appearance. Humphreys was an anchor 
and field reporter known for being creative with her stories, but there was 
not much creative energy flowing through the building that day. 

And then she saw Brad May, the veteran forward. 

“I’m looking and I’m like, ‘Look at the size of his helmet, that is a massive 
helmet,’” she said. 

Humphreys had just been to IKEA. She rifled through her purse and saw 
she still had one of the store’s disposable tape measures. A story idea 
began to crystallize: “I’m going to measure that dude’s head.” 

It measured two feet. May was laughing — “that’s a two-foot head!” — 
and soon, other Leafs players were walking over, asking for their own 
measurements. Even Ron Wilson, the caustic head coach, got in on the 
story when Humphreys relayed her statistical findings. 

“He made a joke about the fact that, when Brad was on the bench, he 
had difficulty seeing the play: ‘I can’t follow the play when he’s on the 
bench,’” she said, smiling. “He totally played along.” 

Humphreys laughed. She was sitting by the window in a trendy east-end 
Toronto coffee shop during a recent workday. She left Citytv — and the 
industry — after her twin sons were born via a surrogate, in 2014, and 
she has no desire to return to television. 

It would take too much time away from family, she said, and with all the 
changes to the sports media landscape over the last decade, she 
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wondered if she would have the same freedom in reporting. Over her 18 
years at City, she said she was never told what stories she could or could 
not tell. 

Sometimes, when the news of the day demanded, Humphreys would file 
a straight report. Other times, she might offer Raptors head coach Sam 
Mitchell a friendship bracelet made of candy wrappers. There was 
another time she finished a report while riding a borrowed scooter at the 
Blue Jays spring training complex in Dunedin, Fla. 

Humphreys might dance on the field with a local girls soccer team, or 
compete in roller derby or show the Leafs what the opposing team had 
written as a scouting report on its dry-erase board at Air Canada Centre, 
just to see what happened. 

She was not the only local television personality who tried to inject levity 
into Toronto sports — Gerry Dee and Cabral Richards were also on the 
air — but she was there more consistently. 

“I wanted to show people who these athletes were as human beings,” 
she said. “And if they were dicks, it’s gonna be revealed that they’re 
dicks. And if they’re really funny and thoughtful people, they’re gonna 
show that.” 

One season, she wanted to know why then-Leafs forward Phil Kessel 
seemed so uncomfortable speaking with the media in Toronto. (Her story 
opens with a clip of Kessel speaking, monotone, in an earlier scrum, then 
cuts back to Humphreys. “A hat trick?” she asks the camera 
incredulously. “He’s talking like his cat died.”) 

“And the hilarious part is that Phil Kessel wouldn’t talk about it,” she said, 
laughing in the coffee shop. “I loved that stuff. I didn’t find it hard. I really 
enjoyed it.” 

She asked teammates to talk about why Kessel did not enjoy talking. 
Some of them had fun with it. 

“That was my whole philosophy,” said Humphreys. “I don’t want to ask 
you about the g–d— power-play.” 

Humphreys knew all about the power-play, and about life around the rink. 
Her grandfather had owned the Oshawa Generals, before the franchise 
moved to her father. Her parents did not hire babysitters on game nights, 
instead allowing their three daughters to run around the junior hockey 
rink. 

Sometimes, when billets were in short supply, players would move in with 
the owner’s family. When she was little, she remembers regarding some 
of the players like babysitters. She laughed and said the situation 
evolved as she and her sisters got older. (“Three teenaged daughters in 
the house,” she said. “It wasn’t a tough decision for mom and dad to 
make, to no longer accept billets.”) 

Eric Lindros played with the Generals and, in 2005, he signed as a free 
agent with the Leafs. At some point that season, Barbara Humphreys 
was sifting through old photographs and found one taken years earlier, of 
a much younger Lindros wearing her husband’s ancient leather hockey 
helmet. 

It looked funny on his head. Barbara gave it to her daughter, and Kathryn 
dutifully showed it around the Leafs dressing room for a story. 

“The players on the team, other than Eric, loved it,” said Humphreys. “He 
was horrified.” 

Some athletes were more willing to poke fun at themselves on camera 
than others. 

“There were some guys you were never going to disarm,” she said. “But I 
found that amusing, as well. Like, Ed Belfour. … When you ask him the 
ridiculous questions, you got a really angry response. 

“I found that amusing, and I would put that on air. So it worked either way 
for me.” 

Humphreys was also always willing to poke fun at herself. Once, for a 
story about Colby Armstrong and his background in figure skating, she 
arrived for practice in full uniform. 

“I wore a g–d— figure skating outfit into the locker room, which I was so 
self-conscious about,” she said. “But I’m like, ‘Humphreys, you’re 100 per 
cent in or you’re out. Just do it.’” 

She can still remember the reaction from Armstrong. 

“He just shook his head,” she said. “He’s like, ‘Holy s—, here she 
comes.’” 

Humphreys was 26 years old when she started at Citytv. She said she 
never hired an agent because she never had much interest in moving 
away from home. But the offers still arrived, from Sportsnet, from 
“Hockey Night in Canada,” and from several markets in the United 
States. 

She once flew to Los Angeles for a meeting with officials from Fox but 
had an epiphany standing on the balcony of her hotel room. As she 
surveyed the city below, she realized she wanted to go home. 

“Things were more important to me than chasing the almighty buck,” she 
said. “And ALSO: Would I be guaranteed those same freedoms that I 
was guaranteed at City? I don’t think so. You know, ‘Can you wear this? 
Can you lose a few pounds? Can you say this? You can’t say that.’” 

Humphreys said she had the freedom to have fun. 

“I heard the other reporters on their phones, talking about what they 
weren’t allowed to do,” she said. “And there were producers saying, ‘Are 
you gonna wear that sweater?’ I was like, ‘Not for me.’ I barely got a call 
in my 18 years. They never interfered. Ever.” 
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Flyers’ third-period rally falls short against the Vegas Golden Knights 

 

Olivia Reiner5-6 minutes 

 

With just 15 games remaining in the regular season and the playoffs all 
but out of reach, the Flyers tapped into their trademark resiliency that 
characterized the early part of their year. 

After going down, 4-1, early in the third period, the Flyers rallied against 
the Golden Knights on Tuesday at the Wells Fargo Center as Nick Seeler 
and Morgan Frost scored consecutive goals. However, the Flyers fell 
short in their comeback, ultimately losing, 5-3, to the top team in the 
Pacific Division. 

Eight and a half minutes into the third period, Seeler showcased a stellar 
individual effort, deking around Golden Knights defenseman Shea 
Theodore and scoring. Less than two minutes later, winger Brendan 
Lemieux set Frost up off the rush for a tap-in goal. However, after coach 
John Tortorella opted to pull goalie Felix Sandström with nearly two 
minutes remaining in the game, Golden Knights center Ivan Barbashev 
scored an empty-net goal. 

“We’re done,” Tortorella said. “We’re not making the playoffs. But our 
guys continue to play hard. If they continue to do that, and I don’t doubt 
they’re not, there haven’t been many nights in this season, in this 
godforsaken season, that I’ve had to worry about effort. I don’t think I will 
for the remainder.” 

The Flyers have now lost their last four (0-4-0) and have gone 4-12-4 in 
their last 20, averaging 2.1 goals per game. Their three-goal performance 
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against the Golden Knights marked their first game with three or more 
goals since Feb. 20 (a 4-3 win over the Calgary Flames). 

Creating chances 

The Flyers went down, 1-0, in the first period when Vegas won a couple 
board battles in the Flyers’ zone to set up winger Pavel Dorofeyev. He 
skated from behind the net and roofed the puck over Sandström’s right 
shoulder. Although the Flyers fell behind, they didn’t play on their heels. 
They ultimately generated seven scoring chances to the Golden Knights’ 
10 in the first period, according to Natural Stat Trick. 

One of their best came at the end of the period when Frost centered a 
pass from behind the net to Tony DeAngelo in the slot. Golden Knights 
goalie Jonathan Quick got a piece of his shot with his glove to keep the 
Flyers off the board. The Flyers finally got one of their scoring chances to 
go in the second period when Travis Sanheim’s shot deflected past 
Quick to cut the Golden Knights’ lead to 2-1. Through three periods, the 
Flyers created 28 chances to the Golden Knights’ 27. 

Listless special teams 

Going into Tuesday night’s game, the Flyers boasted the league’s worst 
power play, capitalizing on just 15.05% of their chances. They sought to 
reverse course early in the first period when Noah Cates drew a tripping 
call against Hague. The first unit was busy early on in the man-
advantage, as winger Owen Tippett ripped a shot from the left faceoff 
circle that deflected off of defenseman Rasmus Ristolainen and on net. 
Ristolainen tried to stuff home the rebound, but Quick came up with the 
save. 

On the Flyers’ second power play of the night in the second period, 21-
year-old winger Tyson Foerster hit the post with his shot, just missing his 
first NHL goal. Through 60 minutes, the Flyers went 0-for-2 on the power 
play and 1-for-3 on the penalty kill. 

“It doesn’t look very good from the outside, especially when you’re not 
scoring, it’s pretty much a failure,” Frost said of the power play. “So to be 
honest with you, I think the last couple games, we’ve started to get a little 
bit of our structure back. I thought the the first unit did a really good job 
tonight and created some good looks.” 

Sandström stands tall, but receives little help 

With starter Carter Hart out because of an illness, Sandström got the nod 
in goal, marking his second start in six days. He followed up a strong 
performance against the Carolina Hurricanes on March 9 (28 saves on 
29 shots) with another one against the Golden Knights, even though the 
scoreboard didn’t reflect it. On most, if not all, of the goals he allowed, he 
received little defensive help from the skaters in front of him. 

The most notable example of the poor defense in front of Sandström 
came halfway through the second period. Sandström made a flurry of 
saves, but Golden Knights center Teddy Blueger scored on a rebound to 
go up 3-1 as Flyers players around him looked on. Sandström finished 
the night with 28 saves on 32 shots. 

“I think all of us have belief in Sandy,” Frost said. “I think he’s maybe 
been put in some some tough spots. We haven’t played that great in front 
of him.” 

What’s next 

The Flyers play the first night of a back-to-back on Friday against the 
Buffalo Sabres (7 p.m., NBCSP). 
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Sean Couturier focused on returning this season but John Tortorella 
remains skeptical 

 

Giana Han5-7 minutes 

 

The energy coursing through Sean Couturier vibrated through the room, 
manifesting itself not only in a smile on his face but of those listening to 
him speak in his post-morning skate scrum Tuesday. 

It’s been 451 days since Couturier last suited up in a Flyers game jersey. 
Since then, he’s undergone rehab, two back surgeries, and more rehab. 
He recently started skating and training on his own and with other injured 
players and finally rejoined the team, albeit in a noncontact jersey, for the 
first time Tuesday. 

“It’s almost like if I had a full summer of training at this point and getting 
anxious for training camp kind of thing,” Couturier said. 

The team’s top-line center tried to make his return during the team’s 
actual training camp but instead reinjured his back, resulting in a second 
back surgery. Now that he’s had his revision surgery, he said his back is 
feeling “night and day” from where he was in September. Then, he still 
felt nagging pain and discomfort as well as the occasional flare-up when 
he’d push too hard. Now, he’s finally able to push himself without fear of 
reinjury. 

His goal has always been to return for this season, Couturier said. He 
said he talked to Kevin Hayes, who made an effort to get back last year 
and said it made a huge difference. Even if it’s only for a few games, it 
will help Couturier determine how much work he needs to do over the 
offseason to prepare for next year. He also doesn’t want to let almost two 
years go by without having played an NHL game. 

“I’m not getting any younger, either,” the 30-year-old Couturier said with a 
grin. 

Before Tuesday, Couturier had been skating, shooting, and passing, but 
it was mostly by himself. He didn’t get the experience of playing with a 
line or evaluating defenses. It was hard, at times, to see the light at the 
end of the tunnel, as he circled the ice by himself during rehab skates. 

“But here we are, getting closer and finally being able to at least join the 
team for a morning skate,” Couturier said. “Maybe get a practice in here 
by the end of the week, and go from there.” 

Last season, Couturier knew he wasn’t going to get any games in 
because of the timing of his surgery, so he turned his focus to helping the 
team in any way he could off the ice. He gave teammates tips based on 
what he was seeing from the press box. Morgan Frost, a young center 
who’s always looked up to Couturier, said he learned a lot from the 
veteran, from faceoff tips to the way Couturier prepares for every game. 

“I don’t think you get to be one of the best in the league if you don’t have 
that [knowledge],” Frost said. “I think we miss having him out there. 
Because [Noah Cates] Catesy and I are kind of struggling on faceoffs 
right now. So it’d be nice to have him.” 

But this season, Couturier is holding out hope of making his return, so 
he’s tried to help the team by focusing on himself. The best way he can 
help is by getting back. 

The helplessness of watching the team spiral was frustrating, as was the 
isolation. Being able to skate with his teammates has made all the 
difference, and it brought some life to a Flyers team that’s out of the 
playoff race, “boosting everyone’s mood out there,” Frost said. 

However, a lot has changed since Couturier last played. There’s a new 
coach, a new interim general manager, and a new direction for the 
organization. Couturier signed an eight-year, $62 million contract 
extension ahead of the 2021-22 season, when the team had high hopes. 
Since then, the team has suffered three 10-plus-game skids, dealt with 
numerous injuries, and traded away longtime captain and Couturier’s 
close friend Claude Giroux. 

“Definitely not a situation I was envisioning when I signed,” Couturier 
said. “But here we are.” 
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It’s the right direction for the team, considering all that’s happened, 
Couturier said. There’s nothing Couturier can do about it but get back 
and find his role within the rebuild. 

“I’ll do my best to be around and lead the right way and get this team 
back on track as quick as possible,” Couturier said. 

Coach John Tortorella is excited about what Couturier can bring. He said 
mentorship, leadership, and veteran experience in game situations are 
things this team is lacking. However, he’s less convinced Couturier 
should come back this season. The team’s out of playoffs. Young guys 
are getting an opportunity. And it’s a risk. 

“In my mind, I’m thinking about camp next year,” Tortorella said. 

“But I’m not him either. He’s losing his mind. For his sanity and for him to 
feel part of it maybe before he leaves here, I’ve got to take that into 
consideration if it comes to that. ... I’ve got to show him the respect and 
have conversations if that time comes.” 

Tortorella added that he is going to run it through every person on the 
medical staff first. 

Breakaways 

The Flyers host the Vegas Golden Knights at 7 p.m. Tuesday. ... Carter 
Hart is sick, so Felix Sandström (1-9-1, .888 save percentage) will get the 
start. ... Winger Tyson Foerster was recalled from Lehigh Valley Tuesday 
on an emergency basis with Wade Allison still out. ... Defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo is back from his two-game suspension, so Justin Braun will be 
a healthy scratch. 
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Flyers’ Couturier starts making comeback noises 

 

Rob Parent3-4 minutes 15/03/2023 

 

The Flyers welcomed back old coach Dave Hakstol Tuesday night for a 
game against his Vegas Golden Knights at Wells Fargo Center, but it 
was a return of another kind earlier in the day that should have garnered 
more interest. 

Sean Couturier, last seen in a real uniform for a home game against 
Ottawa one week before Christmas … of 2021, donned practice garb for 
a morning skate with his teammates, some of whom might have been 
somewhat unfamiliar to him up close and personal. 

“I’ve felt great; it’s been a while and I’m just happy to enjoy some time 
with my teammates,” said Couturier, who in the 15 months since he’s 
played has had two back surgeries and lots of lonely rehab days. “It’s 
been going really well. It’s been a couple of weeks of working out, 
skating, progressing really well. I’m kind of just taking it one day at a time 
and hopefully get to 100 percent here real soon.” 

Couturier was so happy about the recent progress he’s made, he was 
making optimistic noises about playing again before this sad season 
grinds to a halt. 

“The goal ever since I got (a second) surgery was to come back at some 
point this year,” Couturier said. “It’s kind of something I’ve had my mind 
on for a while. It’s been tough at times just not seeing the light at the end 
of the tunnel. But here we are getting closer, and finally being able to at 
least join my team for a morning skate. Maybe I can get a practice in 
here by the end of the week and go from there.” 

Beyond that foggy ramp-up plan, Couturier says he realizes he has much 
more progress to make to get up to game speed. But at the speed the 
Flyers have been going, maybe it wouldn’t be such a tall challenge. 

“I feel good skating, shooting pucks, passing, but it’s been by myself 
most of the time,” he said. “It’s not like a team thing, where things are on 
the line or a game situation, so that’s what I’m looking forward to. 

“I’m pushing as hard as I can right now. I’m trying to get back this year 
and get a couple of games in; it’s been a couple of weeks where I’ve 
been ramping up. It’s almost like if I had a full summer of training at this 
point and I’m getting anxious for training camp. I know there’s only a 
month left in the season but I’d definitely like to get a couple of games 
in.” 

As for how he feels now compared to after his first back surgery, 
Couturier said the difference is “night and day. 

“Once I started pushing it hard, (pain) came back and flared up on me,” 
Couturier said of the earlier days of his lengthy rehab. “Now I haven’t had 
any of those feelings. I’m able to work out normally without having any of 
that in the back of my mind. It’s nice.” 

That said, he knows it’s a long way from feeling good on the ice to being 
able to return and contribute in a game. 

“There’s timing, execution, all the different things going on out there,” he 
said. “And when you’ve been out for such a long time like me … I don’t 
know honestly if it’s going to come back in a couple of days or a couple 
of weeks. But today was a good step in the right direction. I don’t think I 
looked out of place.” 
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3rd-period comeback attempt falls short as Flyers open long homestand 
with loss 

 

8H ago / by Jordan Hall6-7 minutes 

 

Trailing 4-1 in the third period, the Flyers made things interesting with 
goals from Nick Seeler and Morgan Frost. 

But John Tortorella's club couldn't find an equalizer over the final 9:45 
minutes of the action. 

Vegas put the game away with an empty-net goal. 

The Flyers (24-32-11) have spiraled in their last 20 games, losing 16 of 
them (4-12-4) and scoring just 2.05 goals per game over that span. 

The offense started to come Tuesday night but it came too late. 

"Obviously we haven't been scoring as much as we need to," Seeler 
said, "but this is definitely a positive in terms of getting scoring chances 
and holding onto the puck more." 

Travis Sanheim scored the club's first goal when the Flyers were down 2-
0 in the middle stanza. 

The Flyers, completely focused on the future the rest of the way, went 0-
1-1 against the Golden Knights (42-20-6) this season. 

"We're done. We're not making the playoffs. But our guys continue to 
play hard," Tortorella said. "If they continue to do that, and I don't doubt 
[they will] — there haven't been many nights in this season, in this 
godforsaken season, that I've had to worry about effort. I don't think I will 
for the remainder, so I need to show them the respect and try to be with 
them, try to push them along, continue to teach, but in the proper way in 
what we're going through right now." 

• Felix Sandstrom started in place of Carter Hart, who was unavailable 
because of a bout with the flu. 
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Sandstrom did not play poorly at all. He made some high-quality stops to 
keep the Flyers in it. 

Two of the Golden Knights' goals were on the power play. The 26-year-
old finished with 28 saves on 32 shots. 

"All of us have belief in Sandy," Frost said. "He has maybe been put in 
some tough spots and we haven't played that great in front of him. We're 
trying our hardest and we want to play good for him. He did a great job 
keeping us in the game tonight." 

Vegas trade deadline acquisition Jonathan Quick stopped 27 of the 
Flyers' 30 shots. 

Seeler beat Quick after the Flyers' defenseman made some highlight-reel 
dekes to set up his own chance. 

"That's a hell of a goal," Tortorella said. "Couldn't have happened to a 
better guy as far as what he's done for this team this year. Gives us 
some juice and gets us at least competing until the end." 

Brendan Lemieux found Frost a little under two and a half minutes later 
as the Flyers crept to within one. 

• With no Travis Konecny (upper body), Cam Atkinson (neck) or Sean 
Couturier (back), the Flyers have had a nightmarish time trying to score. 

Atkinson has missed the whole season. Couturier hasn't played since 
December 2021. 

"I was kind of playing around with a roster, with what I think as far as 
being on the bus after this year, guys that I don't think are, Coots in, 
maybe both of them healthy," Tortorella said Tuesday morning. "I kind of 
played around with it. You're kind of forecasting. We'll see. You don't 
want to get too far ahead because you just never know with these type of 
injuries. ... Hopefully in camp, it'll be good, they'll all be healthy." 

• Wade Allison missed a third straight game because of an undisclosed 
injury. 

As a result, Tyson Foerster was back with the big club and played his 
first regular-season game at the Wells Fargo Center. 

The 2020 first-round draft pick nearly scored his first NHL goal but he 
rung the post on a second-period power play. 

Foerster is a 21-year-old winger and has one of the best shots in the 
organization. 

"I've heard a lot about it," Tortorella said Tuesday morning. "When I first 
came here, they were talking about his shot. He ripped one the other 
night. But more importantly, I like just the way he protects the puck. He 
doesn't throw the puck away, he stalled some plays so another play 
opens up for him. So you can see that he sees the ice offensively. The 
one shot that I've seen him really take, he ripped it." 

• The Flyers were happy to have Couturier among the group at morning 
skate Tuesday. He participated in non-contact fashion. 

The 30-year-old center had to undergo a second back surgery in late 
October and hasn't played in over a year. 

He's hoping to change that at some point over the club's final 15 games. 
The Flyers, now rebuilding, have missed his presence dearly over the 
last 14 months. 

"That's the business of the NHL, things can go one way or the other 
pretty quick in this league," Couturier, in Year 1 of an eight-year, $62 
million deal, said Tuesday. "Being part of a rebuild is not what you want, 
but I think it's the right thing to do in the situation we're at and the time 
that we're at, with all the injuries that we've had and everything — it's 
kind of something that we have to do. I'll do my best to be around and 
lead the right way and get this team back on track as quick as possible." 

Following the team's skate, Couturier continued his rehab work with 
Konecny. The Flyers' leading goal scorer and point man has missed the 
last nine games. 

• After a day off Wednesday, the Flyers are scheduled to practice 
Thursday before hosting the Sabres on Friday (7 p.m. ET/NBCSP). 
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Reflecting was fine, but Couturier most happy joining Flyers' skate, eyes 
a game 

 

13H ago / by Jordan Hall6-8 minutes 

 

OORHEES, N.J. — Sean Couturier's game resembles the opposite of 
taking things for granted.V 

He competes for every inch of the ice, a true 200-foot force with a 
nothing-comes-easy-against-me mantra. 

Couturier hasn't touched the game ice in over a year. He has undergone 
two back surgeries in the span of eight and a half months. 

Through hardship, his appreciation for the game has grown. Coming from 
a guy who personifies playing the game the right way, it tells you a lot 
about what he has endured. 

"It's something that, I think when you're out for such a long time, you feel 
at sometimes you almost take it for granted," Couturier said Tuesday. 
"That's definitely something I've kind of learned, that when I'm back, 
enjoy it as much as you can, every moment. You never know when 
something like this can happen. That's the biggest thing that I've 
learned." 

Couturier took a positive step Tuesday in what has become a trying path 
back toward playing again. Wearing a yellow non-contact jersey, 
Couturier participated in the Flyers' morning skate. He had been rehab 
skating separate from the team for multiple weeks. 

The 30-year-old center hasn't played since December 2021. Last season, 
he had back surgery in February, which knocked him out for the rest of 
the year. He seemed poised for a full return to start this season. 
However, he felt concerning pain in his back just a handful of days before 
training camp. Eventually, it resulted in a second surgery during late 
October. 

"I've been through a lot of ups and downs," Couturier said. "You question 
yourself and you put a lot of things into perspective around hockey and in 
life, family time and stuff. Definitely miss the game. 

"Just be patient, have some balance in life — hockey, family, on and off 
the ice. There's definitely been too much time to think, so I'm just glad to 
finally be around the team and focus on what I love doing." 

Couturier was able to smile often Tuesday. He said his back feels much 
better this time around. Prior to the second procedure, stated as a back 
revision, Couturier experienced periodic pain throughout his recovery and 
offseason training. 

"It's night and day, it feels a lot better," he said. "Last time, there was 
always a little something kind of nagging me. I was kind of just pushing 
through it not really knowing what it was. We didn't really know, too, what 
it was — it was kind of just inflammation. It was said it would go away but 
kind of lagged for a while. 

"I was able to pretty much do everything, but it was just kind of always 
feeling a little uncomfortable down the glute area. Then once I got 
pushing real hard, it kind of just came back and flared up on me. Now, I 
haven't had any of those feelings or anything." 
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The rebuilding Flyers are 24-31-11 with 16 games left on the season. 
Couturier hopes to play in some of them. While the games don't hold any 
meaning for a playoff race, they're important to Couturier before the 
summer. 

"For me, it's not that important that he plays games," Flyers head coach 
John Tortorella said Tuesday. "But I'm not him, either. He's losing his 
mind. For his sanity and for him to feel part of it maybe before he leaves 
here, I've got to take that into consideration if it comes to that." 

Couturier's presence at the morning skate was felt. 

"It's good for the guys, too. Both ways. But yeah, he's out of his mind," 
Tortorella said with a slight smile about the competitive Couturier. "I just 
stay clear of him. There's no sense of being around him because he's so 
miserable [not playing]." 

Kevin Hayes found real value in returning from injury last season during 
March of a completely lost year for the club. It helped him shake off rust 
and build reassurance that his body can feel well while playing. 

"It's something that I've actually talked a little bit with him," Couturier said. 
"Especially for me, if I wait until next year, it's going to be almost two 
years I haven't played an NHL game, which is not ideal. I'm not getting 
any younger, either. I just want to get a feel of the game, knowing that 
going into the summer, I know what I have to do to be back at the level I 
need to be. 

"Just feeling good about yourself, that you're back being a hockey player 
and not just rehabbing. I've done that enough I feel in the last couple of 
months, year and a half." 

Flyers head athletic trainer Tommy Alva and the club will closely monitor 
Couturier's status this week. 

"Next step is talk to Tommy, can he practice full on Thursday," Tortorella 
said. "If he can or can't, we'll see. If he can, we'll throw some more 
practices at him. I'm going to go all through the medical staff as far as 
how they feel about him because he's that important." 

Tortorella has coached against Couturier a ton in his career. He 
appreciates the way he plays. 

"He's got some old school in him," Tortorella said. "I have a ton of 
respect for him as far as from afar, watching him play, the situations he 
has been put in. 

"I don't know how he is in the room, how all that goes on, but I watch how 
hard he plays and all the situations that he succeeded in. Sure, I think 
about it. Is he going to be healthy enough to play? I don't know. He's 
gone through a couple [skates], he feels great, let's just hope it keeps on 
going down the right road. 

"My mind, I'm thinking about camp next year [with Couturier]; not so 
much games this year. But I've got to show him the respect and have 
conversations if that time comes." 

Teammates have seen Couturier's perseverance. 

"It takes a strong person to be able to go through that," Ivan Provorov 
said Tuesday. "The mental toughness you need for that, to come to the 
rink and be positive. I think he has done a great job." 
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Inside Flyers GM Daniel Briere’s first NHL GM meetings: Pickleball 
dates, old friends and ‘Sneaky B’ 

 

Michael Russo8-11 minutes 14/03/2023 

 

MANALAPAN, Fla. — It would have been understandable for Daniel 
Briere to feel like his head was underwater this week in his first 
appearance as Flyers general manager at the NHL GM meetings — for 
him to be overwhelmed by adding this event on top of the thousands of 
tasks facing him in his first days on the job. 

And he admitted Tuesday that he was a bit uneasy back in the role of a 
rookie nearly 24 years after making his NHL debut on March 19, 1998. 
But the player who was known as a stud playoff performer put on the 
same brave game face he wore in games for 17 years, soaking it all in 
over the first two days of the meetings, which will wrap up Wednesday. 

“It’s funny, I was a little nervous coming in,” Briere said. “I didn’t know 
what the process was and how everything works. But at the same time, I 
was not intimidated.” 

That’s impressive considering just a few days ago he had no idea he was 
about to be thrust into the Flyers’ GM chair, let alone that he would have 
to abruptly book a flight to South Florida to join his new brethren as one 
of 32 keepers of the game. 

In hindsight, even though Briere’s life has been turned inside out — he’s 
a husband and father of four kids, including a one-year-old — the timing 
of the meetings turned out to be perfect. They’re a chance for him to 
begin building relationships and getting to know the other 31 GMs better. 

“I get to see them face-to-face instead of trying to get on the phone with 
all the guys one-by-one,” Briere said. “So it was, in the end, kind of good 
timing.” 

Like he always does, Colin Campbell, the NHL’s senior executive vice 
president, opened the meetings by welcoming “the new guy.” The GMs 
then split up for breakout sessions, where Briere discussed trends in the 
game and potential changes with his new cohorts. 

After the first day of the meetings Monday, Briere politely asked reporters 
if they’d mind if he spoke Tuesday because he was still trying to get his 
bearings and had a series of afternoon phone calls. 

Plus, he had a pickleball match lined up with Lightning GM Julien 
BriseBois, Blue Jackets GM Jarmo Kekalainen and NHL senior vice 
president of player safety George Parros, Briere’s former Canadiens 
linemate. 

Kekalainen is the star of the pickleball court, the “No. 1 seed,” BriseBois 
quipped. “He was very impressive,” Briere confirmed. “He moves well on 
the court. A good group of guys. Good players that hopefully I can catch 
up to at some point.” 

On Tuesday, Briere got to listen to presentations on a whole host of 
topics, from the potential expansion of coach’s challenges to friendly fire 
high-sticks and pucks over the glass resulting in delay-of-game penalties. 
GMs discussed eventually grandfathering in mandatory cut-resistance 
protection and whether fighting after a clean hit is becoming problematic. 

Briere technically holds an “interim” label as Chuck Fletcher’s 
replacement. But the common belief is that at some point in the not-too-
distant future, he’ll shed the label. And until then, he’s operating as if he’s 
going to be the full-time guy. 

“That’s what I’m going with,” Briere said. “I have a feeling that they trust 
me. … There’s the word ‘interim’ there. But there’s also the word ‘GM,’ 
and I’ve got to move forward and deal with my staff and make sure 
there’s some guidance there and what needs to be done next.” 

Briere has been so inundated, his phone actually crashed, losing a 
number of texts. And he’s already getting a wealth of advice from his new 
colleagues, many of whom he knows from his many years in the game. 

He played with the Rangers’ Chris Drury and the Sharks’ Mike Grier, 
who’s wrapping up his rookie year as San Jose’s GM. He played against 
the Kings’ Rob Blake and the Wild’s Bill Guerin, among others. So there’s 
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already more of a comfort level than if the 45-year-old walked blindly into 
a ballroom full of exec lifers. 

“There’s some comfort in there, trying to do deals or things with people 
you know and have a comfort level with,” said Grier, Briere’s teammate 
with the Sabres from 2003 to ’06. “Danny is a nice guy, but we called him 
Sneaky B when we played. So I’m sure he’ll do what’s necessary and 
what’s right for his franchise. It’s not always a bad thing, but you want to 
treat everyone in the room (well). It’s kind of a special inner circle in 
there.” 

Things have changed a bit since the old days, when things weren’t as 
friendly for the newbies. 

Briere was five years old when Predators GM David Poile went to his first 
GM meetings after being named Capitals GM in 1982. Poile, who’s 
retiring on June 30, remembers those meetings like they were yesterday. 
Well, he actually doesn’t remember where they were held, but he does 
remember that “nobody talked to me.” 

“It was very nerve-racking,” Poile said. “There were some guys — 
nameless — they wouldn’t even talk to me. Times have changed. That’s 
not the way it is these days. But some of those guys, they should be 
embarrassed (about) how they acted. Guess you had to earn your 
stripes. 

“That won’t be that way for Danny. And part of my responsibility — 
manager or not — is to mentor. I think I’ve been doing that for a long 
time. Lots of people may not like that role, but I think it’s important.” 

When BriseBois became Lightning GM, he got a call or text from every 
other GM within 48 hours. And he said Briere will learn how much he can 
lean on the other 31 GMs despite the competitive nature of each. 

“The big part of what these meetings are is it gives us an opportunity to 
get to know each other in a more informal setting,” said BriseBois, who 
followed Monday’s pickleball foursome with a tennis match with 
Kekalainen on Tuesday. “Some guys went to golf. (Tuesday night) we’re 
doing something for David Poile. It’s informal and casual and relaxed and 
gives us a chance to get to know each other a little bit better, develop 
relationships and develop trust that makes all our jobs easier. 

“Danny’s got a really good management group there (in Philly) that he 
can rely on. And he’s got a wealth of experience in that position.” 

Briere, who scored 696 points in 973 regular-season games and 116 
points in 124 playoff games, including a postseason-leading 30 points in 
2010 while helping lead the Flyers to the Stanley Cup Final, retired from 
playing hockey in 2015 and began working for the Flyers as special 
assistant to the GM. He then spent five years running the ECHL Maine 
Mariners in Portland after Comcast Spectacor bought and relocated the 
franchise from Alaska. Briere was involved in everything from the 
business side to hockey ops, wanting to show everybody that he was 
willing to put in the time to learn a different side of the sport. 

“It was completely new,” Briere said. “We didn’t have a name. We didn’t 
have a logo. We didn’t have colors. We didn’t have fans. We didn’t have 
players. So early on, the focus was on the business side to build the 
brand. It was interesting. It was great experience. I learned a lot.” 

With the 2023 trade deadline past, Briere will spend most of the 
upcoming weeks evaluating his team, meeting with coach John Tortorella 
and the rest of his staff to discuss the direction he wants to take in the 
offseason. Player development, drafting and analytics are all facets of the 
job he values, but because of the juncture in the season, he said the 
coming weeks will probably be “quiet.” 

Briere was not shy during his introductory press conference saying that 
he plans to rebuild the Flyers. While he doesn’t envision a fire sale and 
believes there is a strong core of young players to build around, he also 
doesn’t see a quick fix and believes fans will be patient because they 
want it done right. 

“I think mostly it’s getting to know the personnel a little better, getting in 
touch with everybody in the organization, creating relationships like these 

last couple days here,” Briere said. “That’s probably going to be the 
focus. I was around a lot. I got to know a lot of our personnel, a lot of our 
players. But diving a little deeper with the coaching staff, for example, on 
the players, getting to know them even better, getting their thoughts to, at 
some point, decide what we do when it gets right closer to the draft and 
free agency.” 

And after meeting or reuniting with his new colleagues these past few 
days, he knows he has 31 people he can lean on. 

“I do remember sitting around (at my first meetings) thinking, ‘These guys 
are really good. These guys are sharp. They know what they’re doing. 
I’ve got to bring my A game,’” BriseBois said, laughing. “But the guys are 
really welcoming. I think we all appreciate that there’s only 32 of us. 
These are really awesome jobs and opportunities and we don’t take it for 
granted.” 

Staff Writer Sean Gentille contributed to this report. 

(Top photo of Daniel Briere: Michael Russo / The Athletic) 
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Why Flyers’ Sean Couturier is ‘pushing as hard as he can’ to return in 
2022-23 

 

Charlie O'Connor9-11 minutes 14/03/2023 

 

With a little under two months remaining in a lost season for the 
Philadelphia Flyers, Kevin Hayes was facing a tricky decision. 

He had confidence that his latest procedure on his core area — his third 
in under 12 months — had finally resolved the issue. But with the 
postseason far out of reach for his club, no one would have criticized 
Hayes for shutting it down and taking the summer to further recuperate 
with the goal of returning at training camp instead. 

Hayes didn’t take that approach, however. He rejoined the Flyers and 
played out the final 28 games of the 2021-22 season. 

“It was a joy in life again,” he recalled regarding his late-season return. 
“You guys (in media and in the fan base) don’t see the everyday world 
where — I don’t want to say milestones, but little rewards, I guess — that 
you can set for yourself and it makes you feel good about yourself.” 

Sean Couturier hit one of those feel-good milestones on Tuesday, joining 
his teammates in a formal session — specifically, a morning skate — for 
the first time since his second back surgery on Oct. 27. 

“It’s been tough at times, just not seeing the light at the end of the 
tunnel,” Couturier said after his skate. “But here we are, getting closer, 
and finally being able to at least join the team for a morning skate, maybe 
get a practice in here by the end of the week, and go from there.” 

Suddenly, Couturier is facing the same dilemma that Hayes did — should 
he come back before the season ends on April 13? 

The Flyers, of course, are eliminated in all but technical math from playoff 
contention. In short, these games don’t matter, at least in terms of wins 
and losses. And there isn’t much time left in the season — just 16 games 
and a little under a month’s worth of days. There’s a not-insignificant 
chance that Couturier won’t even get medically cleared by team doctors 
before the final puck is dropped on 2022-23. 

But what if he does get cleared? Couturier, for his part, certainly wants to 
appear in a few games. 
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“Well, I think the goal ever since I got surgery was to come back at some 
point this year,” Couturier said. “So that’s kind of something I’ve had my 
mind on for a while.” 

Head coach John Tortorella is more skeptical of the idea. 

“For me, it’s not that important that he plays games (this season),” 
Tortorella said on Tuesday. 

But as Tortorella acknowledged, the importance — or lack thereof — of 
the team’s remaining games isn’t the only factor. It’s not merely a “when 
in doubt, play it safe” clear-cut case. There are human emotions at play 
here. 

“He’s losing his mind. For his sanity — and for him to feel part of it maybe 
before he leaves here — I’ve got to take that in consideration if it comes 
to that,” Tortorella said. “If (head athletic trainer) Tommy (Alva) comes to 
me and says, ‘You know what? He’s ready to play,’ then we’ll have those 
discussions. For me, I like to start fresh. But I also have to listen to the 
player on his feelings. If he gets cleared medically by our guy that he’s 
set to go, that’s a conversation that Coots and I will have. I’m not sure if it 
happens this year. If it does, with few games left, we’re gonna have to 
talk about it and try to come to an agreement.” 

The risk of a Couturier return is obvious — that in truth, he had rushed 
back prematurely from the surgery and re-injures himself, requiring 
further work and potentially the end of his hockey career. The potential 
reward? Get Couturier in a better frame of mind entering the summer, 
and allow him to knock off some of the cobwebs that come with not 
having played a hockey game since Dec. 18, 2021. 

“If I wait until next year, it’s gonna be almost two years I haven’t played 
an NHL game, which is not ideal,” he said. “I mean, I’m not getting any 
younger either. So I just want to get a feel of the game, (so) going into 
the summer, I know what I have to do to be back at the level I need to 
be.” 

Couturier has spoken with Hayes recently, discussing what played into 
Hayes’ decision. Hayes said that the “right” decision probably varies by 
the person — but in his case, he believes he made the right call. 

“I think it’s a situation where you can debate until you’re blue in the face,” 
he said. “Is it worth playing? Is it not worth playing? In my experience — I 
chose to play last year. Because a) it’s my job, I get paid to do it. (And b), 
I kind of wanted no questions throughout the summer. (If) I played and I 
didn’t feel good, maybe I could fix it more in the summer. But for me, my 
experience was I played, I felt great.” 

In Hayes’ situation, his willingness to play through obvious discomfort in 
November, December and January made it tougher to take him at his 
word that he truly was feeling better after the third procedure, even 
though it eventually became clear he was indeed telling the truth both to 
the public and to Flyers doctors. One can certainly take Couturier’s words 
with similar skepticism, given his public-facing optimism in mid-
September before he was once again shut down. But Couturier played 
the part convincingly on Tuesday of a player feeling healthy and excited 
to return to action. 

“Yeah, it’s day and night,” Couturier said when asked to compare how his 
back feels now to how it felt at the same point in his recovery process 
after the first (failed) surgery. “It feels a lot better. Last time, there was 
always a little something kind of nagging me. It was said it would go 
away, but (it) kind of lagged for a while. I was able to pretty much do 
everything, but it was just kind of always feeling a little uncomfortable, 
down in the glute area. Then, once I got pushing real hard, it just kind of 
came back and flared up on me.” 

This time, he’s not holding back at all, yet he still feels right. 

“Oh, I’m pushing as hard as I can,” Couturier laughed. “It’s almost like if I 
had a full summer training at this point, and ‘getting anxious for training 
camp’ kind of thing. I know there’s only a month left in the season. But I’d 
definitely like to maybe get a couple games in.” 

Hayes noted that for him, the benefit of returning to action was less about 
learning to trust his body again to perform specific tasks on the ice, and 
more about regaining his confidence in his ability to play hockey — 
period. 

“You obviously come back from injury, you’re like, ‘Oh, f—. Am I 
prohibited from doing stuff?’ That’s just trial and error, honestly,” he said. 
“But I think the mental thing is, for me at least … I played a full year on 
my (injured) groin, and I told myself that was the player I was going to be 
the rest of my career. I wasn’t in a happy place with that. (When I came 
back and) played, I felt way better. It just clears your head of any doubt.” 

In Hayes’ opinion, putting a bow on the mental struggle of the preceding 
year was essential for him to use as a springboard entering the offseason 
— an offseason that led into a 2022-23 campaign that likely will go down 
as the best scoring season of his NHL career. 

“The longer you’re out injured, the more you doubt yourself,” he said. “It’s 
never fun.” 

Couturier admitted that the past two years haven’t been easy on him, and 
that he hasn’t been immune to that same doubt creeping in. 

“There’s definitely been a lot — too much time to think,” he said. “You 
question yourself, and you put a lot of things into perspective, around 
hockey and in life. Definitely missed the game. It’s something that, I think 
when you’re out for such a long time, that you feel that sometimes you 
almost take it for granted.” 

For Couturier, a return over the next month now seems at least possible 
— but far from a guarantee. Former GM Chuck Fletcher expressed 
skepticism last month that there would ultimately be enough “runway” for 
Couturier to get himself back into game shape quick enough to play in 
2022-23. And he hasn’t even participated in a full practice yet, though the 
hope is that he might do so as soon as Thursday. With less than a month 
remaining, is a late March or early April return to action even feasible? 

“Is he going to be healthy enough to play? I don’t know,” Tortorella said. 
“He’s gone through a couple (surgeries). He feels great. Let’s just hope 
he keeps on going down the right road. My mind, I’m thinking about camp 
next year. Not so much games this year. But answering (the) question, 
I’ve got to show him the respect and have conversations at that time (if it) 
comes.” 

Given his long layoff, it’s highly unlikely that Couturier would be 
anywhere near full effectiveness if he comes back for a couple games in 
2022-23. A Couturier return isn’t about trying to squeeze extra wins out of 
a lost season, though. It would be about the mental side of Couturier’s 
recovery, and hopefully giving him a major boost heading into the 
offseason. Like his teammate Hayes, Couturier just wants to believe that 
he can play hockey again at a high level after a terribly frustrating year 
and a half. 

“I just want to be in control of some kind of thing, and help this team in 
any way I can,” Couturier said. 

His progress over the next four weeks will decide whether that’s on the 
ice in game action. 
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The Rangers are disconnected, the Rangers barely play defense, the 
Rangers turn the puck over way too much, the Rangers got the wrong 
guys, the Rangers have no chance, the Rangers … 

… The Rangers have gone 3-0-1 in their last four games and 5-2-1 in 
their last eight after taking down the Caps 5-3 at the Garden on Tuesday 
in the club’s most impressive performance since the deadline. 

Maybe the sky wasn’t falling. Maybe it had just been overcast. 

“Everybody had been a little frustrated with the way we’ve played so we 
came out hot,” Patrick Kane, who scored on a power-play slapper from 
the point in his most dynamic performance in Blue, said after his team 
had been dominant for much of the first 30 minutes in building a 4-1 lead. 
“There’s room to build off of this one.’’ 

There’s room to grow and there is some breathing room in the battle to 
secure third place in the Metro with the Rangers’ lead over the Penguins 
— who play at the Garden on Thursday and Saturday — swelling to eight 
points with 15 games to go after Pittsburgh’s 6-4 defeat at home to 
Montreal. 

Remember how the Blueshirts were excoriated for needing a shootout to 
beat the Habs in Montreal last Thursday? 

“At the beginning of the season we were playing well but could not close 
out games, now maybe we’re not playing up to our capabilities but we got 
five out of six points [on the trip]. Which do you think teams around the 
league would prefer?” Mika Zibanejad asked The Post before scoring 
twice against the Caps. “Everyone wants to play their best and win, but 
that’s not always possible. 

“We haven’t been at our best, we want to play better and get back to our 
game, but we’re still grabbing points. It’s not as if there is any reason for 
panic in here. We know how much we have in this room.” 

The Rangers were rolling in the deep with a four-line rotation employed 
by head coach Gerard Gallant, who started the Jimmy Vesey-Barclay 
Goodrow-Tyler Motte fourth unit each period. After two periods, there 
was just a 57-second differential in ice time from the line with the fewest 
minutes to the one with the most. 

Want a hoot? When Tom Wilson acted up a couple of times, it was 
Goodrow, Motte and Big Ben Harpur — three guys who surely were not a 
part of the imbroglio No. 43 ignited at the Garden the final week of 2020-
21. 

Remember the start of the year referenced by Zibanejad? The Rangers 
were not only failing to close out games, but were grappling with 
heightened expectations off last year’s run to the conference finals. Fast-
forward five months. Here they are again. 

“These trades created certain immediate expectations from the outside 
that we cannot control. We have to understand that,” Zibanejad said. 
“The deals obviously make us better. We got three unbelievable guys. It’s 
just going to take a little time for us to become who we are. 

“Sometimes when you don’t have that confidence or that swag, it can 
look different. Everybody here wants it so bad. If you want it too bad, 
nothing happens.” 

The Rangers wanted this one and made it happen. Chemistry is evolving 
between Zibanejad and Vladimir Tarasenko, the pair working a neat give-
and-go that led to No. 93’s game-opening goal at 4:09 of the first. That 
established the template. 

No, this was not a pristine 60-minute performance against a sagging 
Caps team that played without the ailing Putinista, Alex Ovechkin. The 
Blueshirts got sloppy with a three-goal lead in the second. They took too 
many penalties. 

“I guess the [phrase] I always use is, ‘Harlem Globetrotters’ a little bit,” 
said Gallant. “Trying to get too cute, trying to make the fancy plays 
again.” 

Just call him Meadowlark Panarin. 

“We’re trying to figure out our chemistry and our balance, but it’s not as if 
we’re the only team to hit a bump in the road,” Vesey said. “Tampa Bay 
just went through a terrible stretch. Pittsburgh had gone through a terrible 
stretch before getting out of it. 

“The league is a lot tighter than people might realize. There are a lot of 
good teams, there are a lot of upcoming teams like Buffalo, Ottawa and 
Detroit that probably won’t be in the playoffs but are tough opponents. 

“So you want to keep this in perspective,” said No. 26. “We have a 
Vezina goalie [Igor Shesterkin]. We have a Norris defenseman [Adam 
Fox]. We have unbelievable talent up front that goes three lines deep. 

“At the end of the day, I think we all feel good about our team.” 
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Rangers roll past Capitals thanks to balanced attack 
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This was the Rangers team that everyone thought would miraculously 
take shape the instant Patrick Kane pulled on a red, white and blue 
jersey and solidified the club’s post-trade-deadline lineup. 

That was not practical. 

It was never going to be an overnight thing. 

But the sixth game of Kane’s New York tenure was a step in the right 
direction for the Rangers, who skated like a cohesive unit that is starting 
to get a feel for one another in a 5-3 win over the Capitals on Tuesday 
night at Madison Square Garden. 

Washington may have been without its captain, Alex Ovechkin, but the 
Capitals are in the hunt for a wild-card spot and playing with some 
desperation. 

The Rangers answered that with steadiness and uniformity. 

They rolled all four lines effectively. The power play looked automatic. 
Shooting the puck was not a problem. 

“Especially in the O-zone, finally see the picture,” Artemi Panarin said 
when asked if it felt good to see the lineup come together a bit for the first 
time. “Make good [scoring] chances, everyone tried hard. And the second 
period felt confused again, but good to win two points.” 

The end of the second period and parts of the third saw the Rangers 
falter a bit. Washington found some energy and that resulted in a strong 
push. 

Nic Dowd pulled the Capitals within one after following his own rebound 
and jamming it past Rangers goalie Igor Shesterkin for the 4-3 score with 
8:12 left in regulation. 

The Rangers, however, never totally lost their grip on the game. Jimmy 
Vesey then chipped in an empty-net goal from deep in the Rangers’ zone 
to seal the deal. 

Despite skating without defenseman Ryan Lindgren for an eighth straight 
game, the Rangers were finally able to win their first contest in regulation 
since the end of February. 

“I thought this was our team’s strongest game since the trade, definitely,” 
head coach Gerard Gallant said. 
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By staying on their toes in the defensive zone and consistently putting 
the puck on net, the Rangers set the tone early. 

They outscored the Capitals 3-1 and outshot them 19-9 in the opening 20 
minutes, which was one of their most dominant periods in a while. 

Washington didn’t record a single shot until 11:42 into the game. 

Zibanejad scored twice before Kane wound up and blasted a power-play 
goal from the top of the zone later in the opening frame. 

It was Kane’s third goal in the last four games and his fourth point in the 
same span. 

Stats aside, the fluidity of the Rangers’ lineup to start the game was just 
a glimpse of what everyone imagines this team is capable of. The next 
step is to maintain it for a full 60 minutes. 

“We played well, drew a couple penalties and scored on the power play,” 
Kane said of the first period. “That’s the standard for us now. We can 
look back at that period and see that’s the way we want to play. That’s 
the way we want to play every period. 

“Obviously, a little bit of a letdown in the second, I think sometimes that 
comes with trying to kill off penalties and get some momentum back. 
That first is definitely going to be our standard now.” 
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They’re giving it a shot. 

A first-of-its-kind animated NHL telecast is following Tuesday’s game 
between the New York Rangers and Washington Capitals. 

The “NHL Big City Greens Classic” broadcast uses NHL Edge positioning 
data (puck and player tracking) to recreate the real on-ice action 
unfolding at Madison Square Garden. 

Airing on ESPN+, Disney Channel, Disney XD, and Disney+, the telecast 
also features characters from Disney’s comedy series “Big City Greens” 
skating alongside animated versions of the NHL players. 

ESPN commentators Kevin Weekes and Drew Carter are calling the 
virtual game wearing motion-capture suits that allow full-body animations 
of themselves to appear in the Big City. 

Facial recognition technology is being used to imitate the reactions of 
Chris Houghton, the animated series’ co-creator/executive producer, and 
actor Marieve Herington, who voices Tilly. 

“I really want my curiosity to be deep, my excitement for it,” Weekes, a 
former NHL goalie, told NHL.com. 

“Hopefully that ends up translating into the broadcast itself because we’re 
being transported, certainly for me, I’ll be transported into a different 
world. And more importantly, we want to be able to transport the viewer, 
the listener, into a different world.” 

The animated broadcast is mirroring the real-life on-ice action taking 
place at Madison Square Garden. 

“Not only are the players the artists, but so too are the characters, and 
now we’re going to kind of merge and integrate those two in the 
storytelling via the animation and via that technology,” Weekes added. 

The special broadcast is a collaboration between ESPN, Disney 
Channel, and the NHL. The real-time animation is produced in 
association with ESPN Edge Innovation Center and NHL EDGE 
Innovation partners Verizon, Beyond Sports, and Silver Spoon. 
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Benoit Allaire has helped Igor Shesterkin manage up-and-down season 
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Benoit Allaire, the Rangers’ longtime goaltending coach, just knows 
exactly what to say to Igor Shesterkin. 

That is how the Russian netminder put it himself. 

It’s no secret that Shesterkin has struggled to play to the impossibly high 
standard he set for himself during his Vezina Trophy-winning season in 
2021-22. It’s also quite obvious how much of a toll it’s taken on him 
mentally. 

With Allaire’s guidance, however, Shesterkin hasn’t had to face this 
year’s ups and downs alone. 

“A little more talking with each other right now, more than last season,” 
Shesterkin told The Post of how Allaire has helped him through this 
season, before the Rangers netminder made 28 saves in the 5-3 win 
over the Capitals Tuesday night at Madison Square Garden. 

“He knows what he needs to say to a goalie. He jumps in your head and 
tries to figure out how he can help you.” 

Shesterkin added that he’s so happy he’s been able to work with Allaire 
since he first joined the Rangers in early January before the coronavirus 
pandemic suspended the 2019-20 season. 

Describing the 59-year-old coach as one of the best in the NHL, 
Shesterkin expressed how much he trusts Allaire and how great of an 
experience it’s been to learn from him. 

Allaire has been a fixture on the Rangers coaching staff since he first 
joined the organization as an assistant and goaltending coach on July 15, 
2004. 

Since he doesn’t speak to the media, Allaire is a bit of an enigma, though 
he’s always quick to offer up a smile. 

“I didn’t know Benny real well, but he’s been great,” said head coach 
Gerard Gallant, who playfully mentioned that Allaire was on the staff 
before him and insinuated there wasn’t really any deliberation on that. 
“Obviously, the goaltenders that he’s had here in the past have had a lot 
of success, and that’s a lot to do with him. 

“He does a good job and he’s an easy guy. He’s fun to work with, 
relaxed. Lots of laughs and giggles with him.” 

Shesterkin has now saved 83 of the 90 shots he’s faced in the previous 
three games, which were among his strongest performances of the 
season. 
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He also chipped in a secondary assist on Mika Zibanejad’s second goal 
of the first period Tuesday night, when No. 31 launched a pass up to 
Artemi Panarin entering the Capitals’ zone. 

He was probably only half-kidding. Talking through his struggles and 
shortcomings this season hasn’t been easy for Shesterkin, who said he 
just wants to focus on his game going forward. 

Rangers goalie coach Benoit Allaire talks with New York Rangers goalie 
Henrik Lundqvist #30  

Benoit Allaire has been with the Rangers since 2004, developing the 
likes of Henrik Lundqvist. 

The playoffs are on the horizon and it’ll be imperative for Shesterkin to 
feel confident going into them. 

“I don’t want to lie, of course, it’s in my head,” Shesterkin said of ramping 
up his game before the playoffs. “But I just try to focus on this day, 
because you never know what’s going to happen. 

“It’s a tight schedule right now. We have to focus on our game.” 

Even amid a season in which it feels as though Shesterkin isn’t on the 
top of his game, the 27-year-old was still tied with the Stars’ Jake 
Oettinger, the Jets’ Connor Hellebuyck, the Avalanche’s Alexandar 
Georgiev and the Lightning’s Andrei Vasilevskiy for the second most wins 
in the NHL (29) heading into Tuesday’s contest. 

His .910 save percentage may be a career low, but it’s also tied with the 
Devils’ Vitek Vanecek for the eighth best in the NHL. 

With 15 games left before the playoffs, Shesterkin has time to continue 
sharpening his game. He’ll have Allaire right beside him to help him get 
there. 

“He’s like the goalie doctor?” The Post proposed. 

“Goalie guru,” Shesterkin quipped in response. 
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When the New York Rangers made two big splashes at the NHL Trade 
Deadline, the discussion around the team was whether or not the 
additions of Vladimir Tarasenko and Patrick Kane vaulted them into the 
same tier as elite teams in the Eastern Conference. 

The upside was undeniable, but there was also some risk in adding two 
high-ceiling offensive stars to a team that already had that box ticked and 
could have used some help in a couple of other areas.  

It’s a small sample size, but so far, the high-profile additions haven’t 
worked. 

The Rangers are 4-4-1 in their last nine games and only have one win in 
regulation in that span.  

The good news for the Blueshirts is their terrific stretch of play during the 
winter months assured them of a playoff spot and they’ve always looked 

likely to finish third in the Metropolitan Division, so they have time to get 
things sorted before the postseason. 

A strong performance against the Washington Capitals on Tuesday night 
would go a long way to quell the nerves. 

While the Rangers made some news-grabbing additions at the Trade 
Deadline, the Washington Capitals went the other way. 

The Caps, who were reeling in the weeks leading up to the deadline, 
decided to sell off pending free agents with an eye on improving their 
chances next season and beyond. 

Washington traded away Dmitry Orlov, Garnet Hathaway, Marcus 
Johansson, Lars Eller and Erik Gustafsson, which netted them a handful 
of draft picks and promising young defenseman Rasmus Sandin.  

Even though it seems like the Caps waved the white flag, they do still 
have a slim chance of playing their way into the postseason. 

Washington is five points behind the Islanders for the last playoff spot 
and has a game in hand on the Isles, so this veteran team isn’t going to 
keel over just yet.  

Since trading Orlov and Hathaway (the first of their series of moves), 
Washington’s results are 4-3-1, but the Caps have outscored opposition, 
26-21, at 5-on-5 in that span.  

There is some necessary context to those results, however. 

While Washington deserves credit for getting results, the Caps have 
struggled defensively since the team began trading players away. 

Washington ranks 30th in expected goals allowed and 28th in high-
danger scoring chances conceded since trading Orlov and Hathaway to 
the Bruins in eight games.  

Washington did put forth a solid defensive effort on Saturday against the 
Islanders, but the Capitals allowed 40+ shots in their three previous 
contests.  

A high-event game likely suits the Rangers better than the Caps, but it’s 
hard to trust the Blueshirts given their current form. 

Instead, a play on the Over looks like a savvy bet. 

Like Washington, the Rangers are giving up plenty of high-quality scoring 
chances at 5-on-5 recently, and there’s no reason to believe they’ll click 
back into gear right now.  

The defense has suffered since acquiring Tarasenko and Kane, plus 
losing Ryan Lindgren to injury has thrown the blueline into a bit of a 
slump.  

Both of these offenses should be clinical enough to capitalize on the 
chances created in what projects are a back-and-forth tilt. 

Capitals vs. Rangers prediction 
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How midseason changes have the Rangers scrambling to find the right 
postseason recipe 

 

Mollie Walker 
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Despite picking up five of a possible six points in three games against the 
Canadiens, Sabres and Penguins this past week, the Rangers have 
looked out of sync offensively. 

Head coach Gerard Gallant has rightly begun tinkering with the lines to 
try to find combinations that work. 

Starting in the third period of the Sabres game on Saturday and 
continuing into the matchup in Pittsburgh on Sunday, Gallant tried the 
following groupings: 

Lafreniere-Chytil-Kane 

Panarin-Zibanejad-Tarasenko 

Kreider-Trocheck-Kakko 

Kreider-Trocheck-Kane 

Chytil-Lafreniere-Kakko 

Vesey-Goodrow-Motte 

There clearly are a lot of possible line combinations to tinker with since 
Vladimir Tarasenko and Patrick Kane joined the team. 

New York Rangers head coach Gerard Gallant looks on in the second 
period against the Arizona Coyotes at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, 
Nov. 13, 2022, in New York, NY. 

Though they went 2-2 on their just-completed road trip, the Rangers 
offense has looked out of sorts, prompting Gerard Gallant to continue 
trying different lineup combinations. 

If their disjointed play of late continues, I would expect Gallant to 
continue experimenting. 

Whether it be mid-game or in practice, there should be an alignment that 
sticks. 

Gallant often talks about knowing his perfect lines, which we all know 
includes Chris Kreider-Mika Zibanejad and Artemi Panarin-Vincent 
Trocheck paired together, so maybe there’s a time where we see Kane 
and Tarasenko swap spots in the right-wing spots of the top six. That’s 
something I’d be curious to see. The good thing is, the fourth line looks 
great. 

Timing issues 

Though the Panarin-Kane connection has disappointed thus far, I don’t 
know if I’m willing to quit on it just yet. 

They are forcing passing right now, but that’s probably a byproduct of 
getting reacquainted on the ice. 

It’s not just them, however. 

The entire team is playing too much east-west hockey. 

Artemi Panarin #10 and Patrick Kane #88 of the New York Rangers 
skate in warm-ups prior to the game against the Ottawa Senators at 
Madison Square Garden on March 02, 2023 in New York City.  

I’m still thinking they need a few more games to mesh as a new lineup. 
Let’s not forget, it’s only been three games with a full lineup that includes 
Kane. Tyler Motte wasn’t in one of those, and Ryan Lindgren hasn’t 
played in any. 

I can understand the inclination to press the panic button, especially 
because the Rangers haven’t really been on their game since before the 
All-Star break. Still,  there are plenty of games left to figure things out. 

Despite all of that, they’re still winning and sitting pretty comfortably in 
third place in the Metropolitan Division. That says something about this 
team. Good luck to everyone else when they do put it together. 

But they’re certainly not in an untouchable top-three position, and there 
isn’t a lot of season left. The Rangers need to start ramping up their 
game for the playoffs sooner rather than later. 

Mailbag 

It’s Mollie’s Mailbag time! I haven’t had the chance to do one of these in a 
while, but it seemed like the perfect time for questions from our Texts 
from the Blue Seats followers.  

There’s a lot going on with the team right now after the addition of Kane 
and their recent three-game road trip. Let’s get into it! 

When we spoke to Lindgren after practice in Buffalo, he sounded as if he 
was on the upswing. He pointed out he experienced a similar injury, 
which appears to be to his left shoulder, earlier in the season, and it’s just 
taken longer to heal this time around.  

Dallas Stars center Tyler Seguin (91) and New York Rangers 
defenseman Ryan Lindgren (55) check each other during the second 
period when the New York Rangers played the Dallas Stars Thursday, 
January 12, 2023 at Madison Square Garden in Manhattan, NY.  

I’m just speculating here, but after suffering a separated shoulder the first 
time, it stands to reason you might be more prone to having it happen 
again and more severely. All that said, he could be a possibility for 
Tuesday against the Capitals. 

I’ve had an overarching theory this entire season that from the start the 
team has had blinders on looking toward the playoffs.  

Kane and Tarasenko know that they were brought in to help this team in 
the playoffs, so it wouldn’t surprise me if they’re also subconsciously 
focused on the meaningful games ahead. So we should see an uptick in 
all three of those players’ games come the postseason.  

Right now, however, they’re not putting as much effort into 
backchecking/defense as they should.  

That will need to change in the playoffs, and it should, because those 
three know how much the game changes then. 

Vladimir Tarasenko #91 of the New York Rangers controls the puck 
against Rafael Harvey-Pinard #49 of the Montreal Canadiens during the 
first period at Centre Bell on March 9, 2023 in Montreal, Quebec, 
Canada.  

For now, in terms of balancing the push for offense while also remaining 
defensively sound, it has to be a team effort. The Rangers’ defensive 
structure has just been full of holes lately.  

Jimmy Vesey said the team came into Saturday’s game in Buffalo with 
“good intentions,” which tells me that they’re discussing it as a group and 
know what needs to be tightened up. 

One of my wishes was that the Rangers got a veteran stay-at-home 
defenseman who has been there, done that. Niko Mikkola wasn’t what I 
was hoping for. Having said that, is our defense, when healthy, strong 
enough to be able to win low-scoring, one-goal games? Seemingly we 
are built to score lots but at a defensive cost. Thoughts? 

— Brian Bobd 

In a perfect world, the Rangers would’ve had enough salary cap space to 
bring in a veteran blueliner. In the NHL’s flat-cap world, however, that 
wasn’t an option after the Tarasenko and Kane deals.  

I’ve actually liked Mikkola’s game. He is a physical player with an 
aggressive reach and strong play along the boards. Isn’t that what 
everyone is saying the Rangers need more of? 

Owen Tippett #74 of the Philadelphia Flyers and Niko Mikkola #77 of the 
New York Rangers collide during the second period at Wells Fargo 
Center on March 01, 2023 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  
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There’s no question, Brian, that the Rangers are built to outscore 
opponents, which, as you note, comes at a defensive cost. But that’s how 
they’ve been structured for a while now.  

Instead of trying to be something they’re not, the Rangers need to figure 
out how to highlight their strengths while masking their shortcomings as 
much as possible.  

This team shouldn’t be in low-scoring, one-goal games because they 
have the firepower to run up the score. 

I agree with the first statement. The Rangers will only go as far as 
Shesterkin takes them, as has been the team’s genetic makeup since the 
Henrik Lundqvist era. And Shesterkin has looked as if he’s starting to find 
his groove again. I’d love to ask Shesterkin himself, but I haven’t had 
much of an opportunity recently. I plan to soon!  

New York Rangers right wing Patrick Kane (88) chased by Ottawa 
Senators defenseman Jakob Chychrun (6) during the first period when 
the New York Rangers played the Ottawa Senators Thursday, March 2, 
2023 at Madison Square Garden in Manhattan, NY.  

Patrick Kane has made it clear in seemingly every interview how happy 
he was to be traded to the Rangers. 

Robert Sabo for the NY Post 

I mean this in the most respectful way, but it’s just you.  

Kane has been on a media tour since the trade. Every single city has 
seen an absolute mob of reporters at his locker every single day. He’s 
been cooperative with it and available every game/practice so far. That 
will certainly take a toll on anybody, fielding the same questions day after 
day.  

Maybe that’s what you’re seeing?  

From my point of view and the conversations I’ve had with him, he’s 
psyched to be in Manhattan and pumped to be playing for the Rangers. 

I agree with both those points.  

It seems as if every time we talk to Lafreniere about what’s working for 
him, he almost always mentions Kaapo Kakko and Filip Chytil. And the 
power play, in particular, has been huge for Lafreniere and his 
confidence. 

I don’t know if I’d jump to say it’s poor handling by Gallant, who is 
obviously working with what he has.  

When you look at how loaded the Rangers’ top six is, even before Kane 
and Tarasenko, it’s impractical to expect Gallant to take ice time away 
from one of the more established players.  

Alexis Lafreniere #13 of the New York Rangers skates with the puck 
against Jaden Schwartz #17 of the Seattle Kraken at Madison Square 
Garden on February 10, 2023 in New York City.  

Alexis Lafreniere has played well on the power play but has seen his ice 
time dwindle with the array of veteran playmakers in front of him on the 
depth chart. 

There certainly have been opportunities for Gallant to give Lafreniere a 
look, which he actually did when Chris Kreider was hurt earlier this 
season.  

But Gallant is not here to develop players, he’s here to win games. 
Whether or not that’s been the best thing for Lafreniere is yet to be seen, 
but I think both of them are trying to make the best of their 
circumstances. 

First of all, that’s also Zibanejad’s office!  

I’ve actually really liked the new power-play units. I think they’re 
balanced, giving teams a different look, and more importantly, easing 
some of the workloads of their most-used players (Zibanejad, Kreider, 
Adam Fox).  

That original PP1 was getting way too predictable and way too easy for 
teams to game-plan against. Now Gallant is alternating between the two, 
and teams 1) don’t know which one is coming out, and 2) have to game-
plan for two units that haven’t had a lot of ice time together to be 
predictable. 

There is zero possibility the Rangers can keep both players. 

I’m not too sure there’s a chance even one can be retained.  

Unless one of them is willing to take a significant pay cut, I don’t see the 
Rangers having the cap space to make that happen.  

They have Lafreniere, Chytil and K’Andre Miller to pay this summer, too.  

Unless Drury prioritizes Kane or Tarasenko over one or two of those 
three, which I doubt will happen, there really is no room for them. 
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Rangers looking sharper with win over Capitals 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

colin.stephenson@newsday.comColinSNewsday 

Updated March 14, 2023 11:28 PM 

 

The Rangers haven’t looked good in probably a month, since they 
dismantled the Carolina Hurricanes in Raleigh the night before the Super 
Bowl. But they are starting to see signs, they say, that remind them of 
what they are capable of when they play well and everything clicks. 

The first period of Tuesday night’s game at Madison Square Garden 
against the Washington Capitals was one of those signs. The Rangers 
took the first 11 shots of the game, blitzing the visitors, who didn’t seem 
to know what hit them. And in the end, that first period was the biggest 
reason the Blueshirts were able to power past the Capitals, 5-3, in the 
opener of a five-game homestand. 

“I think everyone, you can tell, is a little bit frustrated here, at the way 
we’ve played, so we came out hot tonight,’’ said Patrick Kane, who 
played his best game since becoming a Ranger two weeks ago. 

Kane scored a power-play goal, and an assist, Mika Zibanejad had a pair 
of goals in the first period, and goaltender Igor Shesterkin had another 
strong performance, with 28 saves and a spectacular assist, as the 
Rangers won for the third time in four games, and won in regulation for 
the first time since Feb. 26. 

“I think we know how we’re capable of playing, and just getting it all the 
time, consistently, is what we’re striving for,’’ said captain Jacob Trouba, 
whose goal at 4:09 of the second period gave the Rangers a 4-1 lead. 

“I think we’re getting better,’’ he said. “I think today was — the start was 
better than what we had on the trip, I think. We liked our first period. 
Second period wasn’t our best. The third was a little bit back and forth. 
But I think a big key is knowing what we’re capable of doing and how 
we’re capable of playing.’’ 

Coming off a three-game road trip to Montreal, Buffalo and Pittsburgh, in 
which every game went to overtime and the third period was their best 
period in each game, the Rangers needed a fast start against the Caps 
and they got it. They outshot Washington 19-9 in the opening 20 minutes, 
and led 3-1. 

“Yeah, that first period was outstanding,’’ coach Gerard Gallant said. 
‘’They shot the puck, they got inside, they did a lot of real good things. So 
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we’re real happy with the first period. And after that it was OK, but it was 
much better than the previous games.’’ 

Zibanejad’s first goal, at 4:09 of the first, gave them a 1-0 lead, but a 
deflection by Nicolas Aube-Kubel of a Matt Irwin shot at 14:29 of the 
period tied it for Washington. But Zibanejad’s second goal of the game 
untied it just 16 seconds later, and the goal was set up by Shesterkin. 

The goalie collected the puck after a dump-in on following the faceoff and 
lifted it up high and deep, looking for Artemi Panarin, breaking up the left 
wing. Panarin got the puck in stride, and backhanded a pass to 
Zibanejad in the slot. Zibanejad roofed a backhand shot over Washington 
goalie Darcy Kuemper to make it 2-1. 

Kane made it 3-1 on a power play at 18:46, when he used Washington’s 
Matt Irwin as a screen and blasted a slapshot through a crowd and by 
Kuemper for his third goal (in six games) as a Ranger. Trouba’s goal 
made it 4-1, and it looked like they were going to run away with it. 

But the Capitals got back on the scoreboard when Irwin fired a left point 
shot that deflected off the leg of Rangers defenseman Niko Mikkola and 
got behind Shesterkin to make it 4-2 at 12:08 of the second. When Nic 
Dowd jammed in his own rebound to pull Washington within 4-3 at 11:48 
of the third, the Rangers had to sweat a little. 

But Jimmy Vesey’s backhand clearance from inside his own blue line 
went all the way down the ice and into the empty net to make it 5-3 with 
2:11 left. 
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Rangers newcomer Niko Mikkola adapting to sudden defense pairing 
with Adam Fox 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

colin.stephenson@newsday.comColinSNewsday 

Updated March 14, 2023 6:07 PM 

 

GREENBURGH, N.Y. — When the Rangers hosted the Washington 
Capitals Tuesday night at Madison Square Garden, defenseman Ryan 
Lindgren missed his eighth consecutive game because of an upper-body 
injury. That meant, for the eighth game in a row, Lindgren’s defense 
partner, Adam Fox, was spending most of his time on the ice with 
newcomer Niko Mikkola. 

“I think it's going OK,’’ Mikkola said at Tuesday’s morning skate of his 
forced partnership with Fox and his elevation to the top defense pair. “I 
don't think we are playing at the level we want to, as a team, [but] I just 
try to bring my normal game, a pretty simple game, with Fox, too. I don't 
want to try anything more or less than what I usually do.’’ 

When the Rangers acquired Mikkola, 26, as part of the Feb. 9 trade with 
St. Louis that brought forward Vladimir Tarasenko to Broadway, it was 
with the idea that the 6-4, 209-pound Finn would be an upgrade over Ben 
Harpur on the third defense pair, partnered with second-year man 
Braden Schneider. He would be available to kill penalties and it would 
strengthen the defense overall. 

“When we got him, we knew we had gotten a good hockey player,’’ 
coach Gerard Gallant said of Mikkola. “I mean, he's a different type of 
player than ‘Lindy,’ but he's played excellent for us. We're really happy 
with the way he's playing. And sometimes . . . injuries put guys in 
different roles, and he's gone up there [on the top pair, with Fox] and 
succeeded, and played really well.’’ 

The analytics suggest something different, however. Since Lindgren was 
injured Feb. 25 in Washington, the last time the Rangers played the 
Capitals, the pair of Mikkola and Fox entered Tuesday having played 98 
minutes, 14 seconds together at five-on-five, according to the analytics 
site Natural Stat Trick. In that time, the pair has been on ice for two goals 
for and nine against and the Rangers have been outshot 56-37. 

In comparison, the pair of Mikkola and Schneider, who have played 
109:59 together at five-on-five, had been on ice for six goals for and four 
against, and 46 shots for and 55 against. 

Overall, Mikkola had played 15 games for the Rangers before Tuesday, 
recording two assists, a minus-2 plus/minus, and 14 minutes in penalties. 

Mikkola, a big, physical, crease-clearing, stay-at-home defenseman, said 
he tries not to change much about his game just because he’s partnering 
with Fox, the 2021 Norris Trophy winner. And he said he doesn’t 
occasionally find himself watching Fox when he’s on the ice with him. 

“No, not really,’’ he said with a laugh. “I still need to play myself, too. But 
of course, in a practice, or if you're on the bench and you see him making 
those plays, it's pretty unreal to see how he sees the ice and how he 
sees the play.’’ 

Mikkola insists he tries to “bring my own game’’ with Fox, but he’s well 
aware he’s playing with one of the best defensemen in the league. 

“So you just try to give him the puck and let him do his thing,’’ he said. 

Off the ice, Mikkola has adjusted to life in New York since the trade, he 
said. He found an apartment in the city, and naturally, he’s spent some 
time with his fellow Finn, Kaapo Kakko. 

“I'm kind of, like, settled in right now,’’ he said. “And it's been good. I like 
it. We have a good group. We have a chance to make a run this year, 
and I've been loving it.’’ 
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Ryan Lindgren misses eighth straight game for Rangers 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

colin.stephenson@newsday.comColinSNewsday 

Updated March 14, 2023 11:30 PM 

 

After practicing fully on Friday in Buffalo, then not playing in either of the 
final two games of the road trip Saturday in Buffalo or Sunday in 
Pittsburgh, Rangers defenseman Ryan Lindgren did not take part in 
Tuesday’s morning skate and then missed his eighth consecutive game 
with an upper-body injury, when the Blueshirts hosted the Washington 
Capitals at Madison Square Garden. 

Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said Lindgren, who hasn’t played since 
getting injured the last time the Rangers played the Capitals, Feb. 25 in 
Washington, did not suffer a setback. 

“It’s the plan that they did,’’ Gallant said, referencing the club’s medical 
team. “I mean, today [Lindgren] didn’t skate. He just did an off-ice 
workout and that’s what the training staff had for him. He’s getting better. 
He’s getting closer. But he’s still day to day, so we’re not going to rush 
him at this point.’’ 

Lindgren appeared to injure his left shoulder when Washington forward 
T.J. Oshie drove him into the boards. The Rangers could have opted to 
put Lindgren on long term injured reserve at the time, which would have 
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allowed them to exceed the NHL’s $82.5 million salary cap at the time 
when they were doing all sorts of convoluted roster maneuvers in order 
to fit Patrick Kane under their cap. 

Putting Lindgren on LTIR would have required he miss at least 24 days 
and a minimum of 10 games, and the Rangers probably weren’t certain 
he would be out that long. So they did not make the move, and as a 
result had to play four games using only five defensemen, and three 
games using 11 forwards. 

Had Lindgren been unavailable for 24 days beginning the day after he 
was hurt, he would still have to miss the entire five-game homestand that 
began Tuesday. 

 Trouba excused 

Captain Jacob Trouba was excused from the morning skate, for personal 
reasons, the Rangers said. Trouba did play . . . Adam Fox’s assist on 
Patrick Kane’s power play goal in the first period was his 50th assist of 
the season. 
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Rangers’ ‘Harlem Globetrotters’-style performance almost costs them 
against Capitals 

 

By Arthur Staple 

 

NEW YORK — When the Rangers added four players at the 2021-22 
trade deadline, the impact was immediate. Frank Vatrano, Andrew Copp, 
Tyler Motte and Justin Braun were not necessarily big names, but they 
filled roles that they could slide right into. 

Last season’s Rangers lost their first game with all four new guys, then 
reeled off an 11-2-1 streak to show just how well Chris Drury’s additions 
fit. You know the rest of what happened in the postseason, too. 

This year it’s also been four new guys. Motte is even back for a second 
go-round. But things have been different, rockier; even Tuesday’s 5-3 win 
over the Alex Ovechkin-less Capitals at the Garden wasn’t as smooth as 
you’d like to see, especially after a dominating first 25 minutes in which 
the Rangers looked like the sum of their very good parts and grabbed a 
4-1 lead. 

It could have been a laugher. Instead, this win needed a Jimmy Vesey 
empty-netter to seal it after the Caps pulled within a goal in the third. 

These are not role players Drury acquired this time around. Vladimir 
Tarasenko would have been a big-enough add on his own, but then 
Drury went out and turned his roster and salary-cap situation a hundred 
different ways to make Patrick Kane fit. And it’s been a team that’s 9-5-2 
with Tarasenko and Niko Mikkola and 3-2-1 with Kane, who scored his 
first at the Garden as a Ranger and helped set up Jacob Trouba’s 4-1 
goal in the second. 

“It’s more reads,” Trouba said after the win. “Kaner will turn up with the 
puck, Bread (Artemi Panarin) will turn up with the puck when he gets in 
the O-zone. Copper (last year) is chipping pucks in. They’re more 
predictable, I think. It’s not necessarily a bad thing, but I think it takes a 
little more time to get acclimated. Learning how to play with Bread is just 
different than learning how to play with other players. You’ve got to work 
your way through that and you learn. Even when you’re not on the ice, 
you watch them play with other guys, their tendencies. It’s kind of the 
same thing switching D partners — (Adam) Fox does different things 
than I do. 

“So it’s kind of figuring out that game, adjusting. You still play your game, 
but you make reads and learn other people’s approach to the game.” 

Mika Zibanejad made one of those reads with Tarasenko on the 
Rangers’ opening goal, a nifty give-and-go that was like a basketball 
pick-and-pop play. 

Tarasenko and Zibanejad have been together for the vast majority of 
Tarasenko’s time with the Rangers, 153:06 of even-strength time 
according to Natural Stat Trick — that’s more in 16 Ranger games than 
Tarasenko had with all but two Blues forwards in 38 games with St. Louis 
before the trade. So the chemistry is growing. 

Kane has bounced around a bit and had an up-and-down night with 
Vincent Trocheck and Chris Kreider. Trocheck said last week he’s big on 
watching video to learn his linemates’ tendencies — he’s even gone so 
far as to Watch video of Kane’s and Panarin’s shifts from six years ago 
with the Blackhawks, when the two thrived between former Ranger Artem 
Anisimov. 

“I’m really watching just to see what the center does with those guys,” 
Trocheck said. “Talking helps a lot, video helps. Anything you can do to 
prepare better.” 

Trocheck had two assists, but that line was on for two Caps goals, 
including one in the first when Trocheck dove to the corner as the low 
forward and Kreider didn’t cover for him, leaving Nicolas Aube-Kubel 
alone for a wrist shot by Igor Shesterkin. 

“Sometimes we lose forwards in the slot, but I think we’re always playing 
not bad,” Shesterkin said. “It comes with practice.” 

Reads are important for Fox as well. He had another adventure Tuesday 
alongside Mikkola, who loves to roam around all three zones but isn’t the 
old reliable that Ryan Lindgren is for Fox — Lindgren missed his eighth 
straight game with an upper-body injury Tuesday and this was the fifth of 
those eight the Rangers allowed at least three goals. 

“Obviously you play hundreds of games with a guy and you get a little 
comfortable with tendencies and stuff like that,” Fox said Tuesday 
morning. “With someone real new like Niko, we’re both trying to figure out 
each other’s games a little bit, where each other goes on the ice. I think 
we’ve gotten a little better each game, but it’s definitely an adjustment.” 

One the Rangers would very much like to end soon. Lindgren didn’t skate 
Tuesday. If he practices Wednesday he’s a good bet to return for the first 
of the consecutive games against the Penguins on Thursday, which 
would be a huge relief to Fox, to Gerard Gallant, to everyone. 

Gallant loved the first period Tuesday. The rest was “just OK,” as the 
Rangers got cute with a three-goal lead. “Harlem Globetrotters,” was 
Gallant’s assessment. It’s hard to get reads off those over-passing plays, 
especially the ones that are easily picked off and turn into high-danger 
scoring chances. 

But it’s getting better, if that’s enough for now. The Penguins lost in 
regulation Tuesday, expanding the Rangers’ lead on the wild-card Pens 
to eight points. A sweep of this two-game set would effectively lock up 
third place in the Metro for the Rangers, who like the points and would 
also like to discuss fuller efforts after games. 

So the work continues. 

“The first period was good. That’s the team we want, the team we know 
we can be,” Trouba said. “It’s good to see how we can play, but you’ve 
got to do it all the time.” 
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Auston Matthews opens up about the hand injury that’s hampered him 
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Jonas Siegel6-8 minutes 15/03/2023 

 

There’s been this sense for much of the season that something wasn’t 
quite right with Auston Matthews. 

It was clear in the numbers — so eye-popping the year before, so good-
but-not-great for months this year. But you could also just see it. 
Matthews didn’t look like the guy who nudged Connor McDavid aside for 
the Hart Trophy last season, the one who scored 60 goals and ran over 
anybody in his way. 

He fumbled pucks. He missed the net. He fired fewer of those patented, 
mostly unstoppable wrist shots. The variety in his shooting diminished. 
Matthews was even held without a single shot in one game in early 
November for only the sixth time in his career. 

After the trade deadline earlier this month, Maple Leafs GM Kyle Dubas 
conceded what long seemed apparent but was never definitively 
acknowledged — that Matthews had “played through some injuries and 
things that have hampered him.” 

But what injuries and things exactly? 

Of late, I’d noticed that Matthews was starting to shoot the puck with 
force again and wondered if he was feeling similarly. I asked him as 
much in a brief 1-on-1 interview after a recent practice and he responded 
by revealing at least part of what was really going on. 

“I think my hand and everything has been feeling a lot better, just 
stronger,” Matthews said, acknowledging the nature of that injury for the 
first time. “So yeah, I’d have to agree with you there. Just shooting it a 
little bit more fluidly I’d say.” 

A hand injury, on top of other bumps and bruises in what’s been an 
injury-plagued year, explains a lot. 

A hand injury would obviously be limiting to arguably the greatest shooter 
in the world. It would explain why Matthews has shot the puck less this 
season – 12.6 attempts per 60 minutes, down from 13.9 last year. It 
would explain why his shooting has been less precise at times, why he 
seemed to be missing the net more than usual. It would explain why his 
puck handling, an underrated part of his dominance over the years, just 
didn’t seem as sharp. It would explain why his faceoffs and takeaways 
were down. 

“It was bothering me,” Matthews told me. “It just felt like something was 
off. I just felt like not completely, like I wasn’t able to do exactly what I 
wanted to at times.” 

There have been signs that the old Matthews, an admittedly healthier 
Matthews, is re-emerging. When the Leafs played in Calgary on March 2, 
Matthews shot the puck as aggressively (and mostly accurately) as he 
had all season. He had seven shot attempts in the first period alone. He 
uncorked a dangerous one-timer in the second and an overpowering 
wraparound a couple minutes later. 

Last weekend, Matthews went head-to-head with McDavid, the best 
player in the league by a mile this season, and won the matchup with grit, 
determination, and two-way skill. (The Leafs won 72 percent of the 
expected goals in their 9.5 minutes opposite one another at 5-on-5.). His 
shot looked like it was back. 

He uncorked this one-timer on full throttle: 

That’s the fluidity that Matthews was talking about. 

It’s unclear when exactly the hand injury first emerged — we know 
Matthews had surgery on his left wrist before last season — or how long 
it was bugging him. It’s possible it’s been an on-and-off sort of thing all 
year. Matthews missed three weeks with a knee injury in late 
January/early February, time off that was presumably beneficial for the 
hand injury. 

On the state of his shooting during those times when his hand was still 
bothering him, he said: “Just maybe not as strong honestly, and (it) just 
didn’t feel as fluid. I think sometimes it can be like a number of different 
things, whether it’s footwork or stuff like that. 

“Now it’s feeling a lot better.” 

The fluidity was a big thing, Matthews said. And getting that back, he 
said, involved more than just getting his hand healthy. That’s where pre-
practice skill development sessions with Darryl Belfry really paid off. 

“I really enjoy the skills sessions before practice,” Matthews said. “I just 
think you can get a lot out of it. You jump into a regular practice, you’re 
not really thinking too much about that kind of stuff.” 

This is the kind of work (this video being from last season) that Matthews 
is talking about. 

“I think it’s nice to get those kind of touches and get that kind of skill work 
that you wouldn’t necessarily get throughout practice and then try to 
maybe implement some stuff too,” he said. 

Practice could be repetitive throughout the long 82-game grind and didn’t 
really allow for that kind of specific skill work (which is why the Leafs 
under Dubas and Sheldon Keefe implemented those skill sessions in the 
first place). 

It wasn’t unlike a shooter in the NBA, Steph Curry say, fine-tuning his 
three-point shot outside the confines of practice. 

“Just getting repetitions,” Matthews said, “and shots and putting yourself 
in those kinds of situations and movements that you’d be in during a 
game and in situations and trying to work through different stuff.” 

A lot of it came down to the footwork (another underrated part of 
Matthews’ shooting). And you can see from his maneuvering against the 
Sabres earlier this week that he’s found that rhythm again. 

“A nice fluidity I’d say,” Matthews said. 

He scored his 31st goal of the year by driving hard to the net, following 
up on a play that started in the Leafs zone. 

Matthews has scored in three straight games (and also added three 
assists) and fired 29 shots on goal on 45 attempts in his last five outings. 
That’s almost six shots on nine attempts per game. 

That’s more like the Matthews who led the NHL with 348 shots – 4.8 per 
game – on 599 (!) attempts last season. 

It speaks to his greatness that Matthews is still on pace to score 40 goals 
playing through injuries all season. He recently clinched his seventh 
straight 30-goal season, one for every year he’s been in the league. For 
context, consider that John Tavares, long one of the NHL’s better 
players, hit 30 for the sixth time in his career the same night last 
weekend that Matthews got there again. 

It’s obviously a big deal for the Leafs that Matthews is feeling healthy(ier) 
again, more like himself, more like one of the greatest players in the 
world. They need that dude if they have any chance of not only getting by 
Tampa in the first round, but making a serious run at the Stanley Cup. 

They may have that dude back. 
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With 100 points again, Leon Draisaitl shows he’s more than Connor 
McDavid’s sidekick 

 

Daniel Nugent-Bowman6-8 minutes 15/03/2023 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 15, 2023 

 

EDMONTON — Connor McDavid casts an enormous shadow in these 
parts, and deservedly so. With a goal and an assist on Tuesday, he 
recorded his 129th point — the most of any NHLer since the 2005 
lockout. He should be the unanimous Hart Trophy winner. 

The McDavid effect in Edmonton can’t be understated — unless Leon 
Draisaitl is part of the conversation. 

Draisaitl has proven time and time again that he’s more than McDavid’s 
sidekick, most notably in his 2019-20 award-winning season and his 
2022 playoffs heroics while skating on one leg. 

It’s something he reminded the hockey world of again in a 6-3 win 
against the Senators on Tuesday. 

“The best player on the ice tonight was Leon Draisaitl by a country mile,” 
Oilers coach Jay Woodcroft said. “He played the game like he was on a 
mission.” 

The performance was a masterpiece from Draisaitl. 

He scored two goals on six shots and 10 attempts. He stapled the 
Senators high-prized trade deadline acquisition Jakob Chychrun, causing 
the defenceman to briefly leave the game. He had two takeaways. He 
was 16-for-23 in the faceoff circle. 

“He is hockey sense personified,” Woodcroft said. “The definition of what 
the modern-day power forward looks like — or should look like. 

“When he’s at his very best, his 200-foot game is so strong because he’s 
hard to contain in all three zones.” 

Draisaitl’s second goal of the game was the capper to a tremendous 
effort — and put his season, and career, into focus. 

The tally gave him his 100th point this season — the fourth time he’s 
reached that mark in his ninth NHL campaign. 

“I feel very fortunate, very happy about it,” Draisaitl said. “But this is my 
job. This is what I get paid to do.” 

And he’s proven he does it well. 

To put things in perspective, Draisaitl now has as many 100-point 
seasons as fellow Europeans Teemu Selanne and Alex Ovechkin — the 
latter of whom might go down as the greatest goal-scorer in league 
history. 

And Draisaitl is just 27. 

That feeling when you come all the way from Germany and see Leon 
Draisaitl score 🇩🇪 pic.twitter.com/cqhG9WtmMU 

— Oilersnation.com, Oily Since ‘07 (@OilersNation) March 15, 2023 

Only 19 players have hit the century mark more than four times. Just 
three of them — Peter Stastny, Jari Kurri, and Jaromir Jagr — were born 
and raised on the eastern side of the Atlantic Ocean like Draisaitl. 

We’re witnessing one of the more remarkable careers in NHL history. 

“It’s pretty cool,” Draisaitl said. “Some pretty great hockey players there. 

“I’ve been very fortunate to have played with some amazing players — 
Nuge (Ryan Nugent-Hopkins), Connor, Hymes (Zach Hyman), Kaner 
(Evander Kane). They find me and they put me in spots where I can 
succeed. I don’t want that to go unnoticed. Big-time thank you to them.” 

That Draisaitl is from Germany — an emerging hockey country but not 
yet a true power — is unique. However, his dad, Peter, was a two-time 
Olympian and a pretty good player in his own right. 

But Draisaitl’s career has far surpassed his father’s. 

“He doesn’t give me too many compliments,” the Oilers forward said. “He 
just tells me to stick to what I do and keep going, keep pushing. It’s 
always the same. 

“But I’m sure he’s proud.” 

That’s a given. 

Draisaitl is now up to 44 goals this season and he’s closing in on his third 
50-goal campaign. 

The forward can score in a variety of ways, using his size, his smarts, 
and his shot to fit the situation at hand. He showcased his array of talents 
to find the back of the net twice on Tuesday. 

First, he finished off a mad dash by linemate Warren Foegele, who 
replaced Hyman in the top six against the Senators. Hyman was “dinged 
up,” according to Woodcroft. 

The play looked dead after Foegele was stopped, but Draisaitl received 
the takeaway from Nugent-Hopkins and went to the net after dishing to 
Foegele. He cashed in Foegele’s return feed. 

“He’s just a world-class player,” Foegele said. “Anyone who plays with 
him is lucky. My job is to try and get him the puck and go to the net. 

“Kudos to him for doing all the hard work.” 

Then, in the second period, Draisaitl drifted away from Ottawa’s 
coverage just as McDavid got the puck. McDavid found Draisaitl 
unchecked in the slot, and he whipped a one-timer home. 

“I couldn’t do it without any of these guys in here — and I’m well aware of 
that,” Draisaitl said. “I’m very appreciative of them finding me and putting 
me in the right spot.” 

Sure, Draisaitl is right to say he’s aided by his teammates, but he also 
has an impact on them. 

The 2019-20 Art Ross and Hart trophies and Ted Lindsay Award he won 
are proof of that. He earned those pieces of hardware on the strength of 
keeping the Oilers afloat during the seven games McDavid missed due to 
injury and illness. 

And then there’s his 2022 postseason work. 

McDavid garnered a lot of attention last springtime, but it was Draisaitl — 
playing through a high-ankle sprain — who nearly matched the Oilers 
captain in offensive output. Draisaitl had 32 points in 16 games, behind 
McDavid by a single point. 

“I think the league’s aware of his talent level,” Woodcroft said. “The 
league is aware that his offensive skills are special. 

“What last year’s playoffs show is he has the ability to adapt — and he’s 
a warrior.” 

On a night when a contingent of German fans descended on Edmonton, 
Draisaitl (and countryman Tim Stützle of the Senators) gave them a 
show. Both scored twice, but Draisaitl, the elder statesman, was a cut 
above. 

McDavid wound up with two points of his own as he continues his assault 
on the NHL scoring race. But Draisaitl kept pace — while doing some of 
the little things — and hit 100 points in the process. 

Thanks to Draisaitl’s exploits, he and McDavid became the second set of 
teammates to reach 100 points in consecutive seasons. They join Bruins 
Phil Esposito and Bobby Orr from 1973-74 and 1974-75. 

“They’re just two unbelievable players,” Foegele said. “Leon doesn’t get 
enough attention as he deserves. He’s probably the best passer in the 
league. He’s so smart. Just the way he controls the game is something 
I’ve never seen before. 

“We’re lucky we’ve got two of them on our team.” 

The last sentence sums it up. Two superstars, not one. 

McDavid is a transcendent player, but Draisaitl isn’t too far behind. 
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(Photo of Evan Bouchard, left, and Leon Draisaitl of the Oilers 
celebrating a goal against the Senators: Jason Franson / The Canadian 
Press via Associated Press) 
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RSN armageddon? What fans can expect as likely Bally Sports 
bankruptcy looms 

 

Daniel Kaplan9-11 minutes 14/03/2023 

 

Bankruptcy, media giants walking away from team contracts, leagues 
scrambling to throw liferafts. The much-hyped armageddon, doomsday 
has arrived this week for the regional sports network universe. 

But is the upheaval really as bad as it seems, and what does it mean for 
fans? Short answers: No; and fans should ultimately have more viewing 
choices, but unfortunately, likely higher costs. 

Diamond Sports, the company that owns the Bally Sports Regional 
Network, which carries 14 MLB teams, 16 in the NBA, and 14 NHL 
squads on 19 RSNs, will likely file for bankruptcy protection this week. 
Meanwhile, Warner Brothers Discovery said in a statement it will walk 
away from its deals with regional sports channels that carry three MLB 
teams by the end of March, leaving baseball fans, in particular, worried 
whether the games of the 17 teams in the strike zone will air come 
Opening Days in a few weeks. 

While the RSNs carry NHL and NBA games too, those seasons are near 
an end and the media mess does not pose as great a threat immediately. 

There are still many unknowns — Diamond appears likely to seek to 
keep some but not all of the teams carried by its 19 RSNs — but two 
tenets appear clear: the games will be on in some capacity, and viewers 
over time will need to pay more to watch as clubs begin the painful shift 
away from channels carried under the traditional cable bundle. The 
sports fan has for decades been subsidized by the cable bundle, paying 
a fraction of what the games would cost as a stand-alone. It’s why 
leagues and teams fought sports tiers for so long, and why selling 
streams raises prices. 

“Let’s say you have $4 a month” that a cable consumer pays for an RSN, 
explained sports consultant Marc Ganis, every subscriber pays it. “If only 
20 percent buy (a new standalone option), just to get the same amount of 
subscription, you’ve got to pay a multiple of five for those who want it. 
That’s  just mathematics.” 

That said, separating from cable, even partially, can lead to more 
options, access, and different ways to watch as the streaming migration 
continues. Still, that will carry a cost for consumers. 

“If you take a step back, this is the first time that this many baseball 
games, this many soccer games, or this many college sporting events 
will have been available for consumers to find somewhere, whether it’s 
streaming or on a linear basis,” said William Mao, senior vice president of 
media rights consulting at Octagon. “And so if that does necessitate an 
increase in overall wallet, that share of wallet or the size of that wallet will 
be different for different consumers.” 

Put a different way, imagine your team had been only on an RSN. 
Moving forward, some games may air on the old-fashioned local affiliate 
channels in the market, and also on a streaming option. There might be 
an RSN in this paradigm, but what the channel gets paid from the cable 
operator will be dramatically less than today because streaming strips the 
games of exclusivity. 

“The RSN needs to be reinvented,” said sports media consultant Lee 
Berke. “And that means offering up their content on a range of screens at 

revamped pricing. You’re going to have games available on free 
broadcast TV games, available on streaming, you’re going to revamp 
your economics. Right now, your economics are based upon essentially 
exclusivity or near exclusivity for these games, on the traditional cable 
pay TV bundle.” 

How many teams get flung into that world right away is unclear. Of 
Diamond’s 19 RSNs, a person close to MLB said the Sinclair 
Broadcasting subsidiary has indicated to the league that it plans to walk 
away from the ones that carry the Cincinnati Reds, Cleveland Guardians, 
Arizona Diamondbacks, and Texas Rangers. In a bankruptcy, Diamond 
is looking at the RSNs the way a bankrupt retailer would look at store 
leases: discarding the ones that don’t work economically and keeping the 
ones that do. 

Warner Brother Discovery’s calculus is different because RSNs are not a 
core business as it is for Diamond. The teams affected are the Houston 
Astros, Colorado Rockies and Pittsburgh Pirates. Because the Pittsburgh 
RSN also carries the Penguins, which shares common owners with the 
New England Sports Network, the person close to MLB said that channel 
could step in. 

“In the past, this was a pretty thriving business,” Luis Silberwasser, 
chairman and CEO of Warner Brothers Discovery Sports told the 
SportsPro streaming conference Tuesday morning, “it has changed over 
the last sort of, I would say, two to three years. 

“Ideally, we will have a transition with the teams and we will be able to 
always sort of make sure that the fans are not affected by this. We’ve 
been very transparent and we’ve talked to all the teams, we talked to all 
the leagues about a smooth transition on this plan. And I think we’ll do 
that and it’s been a good conversation both on the league level and also 
on the teams’ level. And I think we’ll navigate this sort of tough period but 
in a very smooth way and a good outcome.” 

Bob Thompson, the former president of Fox Sports Networks and co-
founder of the Big Ten Network, does not believe the sky is falling and 
predicts Warner Brothers will not leave by the end of the month as it 
indicated. For one, he said the TV trucks and crew necessary to carry the 
games on the RSNs are already booked. 

“This whole idea that, ‘Oh, we’re going to pull them, we’re going to turn 
them off on the 31st (of March),’ I just, there’s a lot of things that will 
happen before that,” he said. 

“There will continue to be regional feeds and regional linear telecasts,” 
Thompson added of the coming RSN world. “Most of those will be on the 
existing RSNs. Some will be on some form of reconstituted or hybrid 
RSN. Some will be streamed. ” 

MLB has said it has a Plan B if Diamond and Warner Brothers walk away 
from the RSN contracts, as the league is building its own regional media 
division. However, Rob Manfred, MLB commissioner, also has said if 
Diamond abandons even one media deal, they all go, which protends a 
bankruptcy court battle with Diamond. 

Manfred commented on the situation to reporters last month. 

“We’ve been really clear that if Diamond doesn’t pay under every single 
one of the broadcast agreements, that creates a termination right, and 
our clubs will proceed to terminate those contracts,” Manfred said. 

That may be a tough position in bankruptcy court, however. The 
bankruptcy judge gets to decide what contracts a debtor like Diamond 
can “discharge” and will have the final say. 

go-deeper 

GO DEEPER 

What the Bally Sports saga means for NBA, NHL, MLB broadcasts: 
Everything you need to know 

MLB would like to wipe the slate clean and create a system where there 
is a mix of linear and streaming options, both in-market and out-of-
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market. But even if the league gets the 14 MLB teams in Diamond — a 
very unlikely if — other teams have existing, well-established RSNs they 
either own or have equity in, including the New York Yankees, Boston 
Red Sox, Seattle Mariners, Chicago Cubs and Baltimore Orioles. The 
Red Sox already have a streaming option through NESN, with the 
Yankees expected to have one soon. It’s hard to see these teams 
abandoning their RSNs to join a nationalized MLB media initiative. 

Diamond is a victim of both the cord-cutting wave that thus far has 
reduced cable subscribers by over one-third from the peak, and roughly 
$10 billion of debt parent Sinclair incurred in buying the RSNs from Walt 
Disney Co. in 2019. Last month, Diamond skipped a $150 million debt 
payment, and the 30-day negotiated grace period ends this week, which 
is why a Chapter 11 filing is likely. 

If Diamond can get out from under the debt load, its thinking is the RSN 
business is not irretrievably broken. Thompson points out that if RSNs 
were a 30-percent-margin business before cord-cutting, it would still be a 
20-percent margin industry today. 

Indeed, the current environment is not a reflection of the value of sports 
in the media. Baseball games on RSNs routinely are top-rated programs 
on the days they air. The issue is as more viewers abandon the cable 
bundle, the economics of fans paying cable operators, followed by cable 
operators paying RSNs, to the RSNs paying the teams, is breaking 
down. 

“The one thing is that this is not a crisis in terms of the value of sports 
content, sports games, teams are being watched and the ratings are 
strong and much stronger than virtually any other television category,” 
said Berke, the sports media consultant. “It’s not the ratings that are a 
problem. It’s the business model that’s a problem and changing the 
business model that needs to be done in order to help everybody 
concerned fully realize the value of the sports content that they’re offering 
up.” 
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ESPN / Behind the scenes of the 'Big City Greens Classic' 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

It was less than a week before the Washington Capitals' game at the 
New York Rangers on Tuesday night, and the ESPN production team still 
wasn't sure how it would handle a video goal review during the game. 

Normally, this wouldn't be a concern. But normally, the referee isn't a 3D 
animated chicken. 

"When the ref skates out to make the announcement, we'll just track the 
ref's mic," director Jeff Nelson of ESPN said. "But wait ... this is 
interesting. I need to find out if the chicken would actually head out on 
the ice for something like that." 

These were the questions being asked and answered behind the scenes 
for several months as ESPN, Disney and the NHL partnered for a first-of-
its-kind broadcast: an entire hockey game recreated in real time inside a 
virtual environment, featuring 3D animated players whose movements 
synced with what was happening on the ice at Madison Square Garden, 
thanks to puck and player tracking data. 

The "NHL Big City Greens Classic" features live, real-time volumetric 
animations of players and teams modeled after characters on the Emmy 
Award-winning show "Big City Greens." It's scheduled to air Tuesday at 7 
p.m. ET on ESPN+, Disney Channel, Disney XD and Disney+. The 
traditional game telecast between the Rangers and Capitals will be 
available on ESPN and ESPN+. 

The virtual game will take place in Big City's "Times Circle," and will 
feature animated avatars of actual players in the NHL game. When Alex 
Ovechkin takes a slap shot at MSG, the NHL Edge technology on his 
jersey and in the puck will register that and the player wearing his jersey 
in the Big City Greens Classic will do the same. 

But along with the actual players, there will be characters from the show 
participating in the game. Gramma Alice and her son Bill will replace the 
starting goaltenders for the Capitals and Rangers. Cricket Green will 
replace a player on the Rangers while Tilly Green will replace one on the 
Capitals. Other characters might be involved later in the game and during 
intermissions. 

The announcers for the game -- Drew Carter and Kevin Weekes -- will 
broadcast from ESPN's Bristol studio wearing motion capture suits. Their 
animated avatars will appear on the broadcast. 

"We were blown away. It's an incredible accomplishment and such a cool 
way to watch hockey," said Chris Houghton, who co-created the 
animated show with his brother Shane. "This all came together so 
quickly, and it's all being rendered live as the actual players skate around 
on the ice." 

Actual players ... and one chicken referee. 

"The chicken ref," Nelson said, smiling. "Once he drops the puck, he 
poofs away and appears again when there's a faceoff." 

Less than a week before the broadcast, Nelson and his team were still 
trying to determine what viewers would see and hear from the chicken ref 
on a goal review. 

Could the chicken simply mouth the audio captured from the referee's 
mic on the ice at MSG? Well, that would lead to another complication: It 
was already determined the chicken would also sound like a chicken. For 
example, if there's a controversial penalty during the game, the virtual 
announcers would have the ability to interview the chicken ref, who will 
justify its call with impassioned bocking, clucking and other fowl noises. 

The chicken ref wasn't always a chicken ref. In fact, many aspects of this 
landmark broadcast have morphed and changed over the last several 
months. But none of it would be possible without the data that'll be used 
to control the virtual Capitals, Rangers, Cricket and Gramma Alice on 
Tuesday night. 

"It's almost been a year now since we understood the technology," said 
Johanna Goldblatt, a manager in programming and acquisitions for 
ESPN who helped shepherd the project. "The puck and player tracking 
has been so crucial in making this happen." 

    Big City Greens visits the Big Apple! Don't miss the Big City Greens 
Classic tomorrow at 7p ET on @DisneyPlus, @ESPN & @ESPNPlus! 
pic.twitter.com/EuoWUKewFo 

    — NHL (@NHL) March 13, 2023 

THE NHL DIDN'T start tracking its players and pucks with a chicken 
referee in mind -- or really any of the immersive technology it can use 
today. 

"Were we thinking about metaverse then? No, we weren't thinking about 
metaverse," said David Lehanski, the NHL's executive VP for business 
development and innovation. "We were thinking about stats and analytics 
and new data and storytelling. We were thinking about broadcast 
visualizations. We were thinking a little bit about gaming. But we weren't 
thinking about this stuff." 

For years, the NHL tried to figure out how to collect real-time data during 
games using technology. The 1990s saw the much-derided FoxTrax 
"glow puck," in which an array of infrared emitters and electronics were 
placed inside the puck. The NHL started seriously exploring puck and 
player tracking again in 2014, although its cost and some quality control 
problems with the pucks created growing pains. 
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The latest incarnation -- dubbed NHL Edge and powered by SMT -- has 
been the most successful version of puck and player tracking for the 
league. It collects data through sensors on player uniforms and inside the 
puck itself. There's also an optical tracking component that validates that 
data "within a few milliseconds," Lehanski said. 

The data goes beyond player and puck location. The sensors measure 
speed and distance for skaters and on their shots, among other data 
points. 

Now that it had a tracking system it was confident in, the NHL started 
chasing the big ideas it had for that data. For example, using real-time 
puck and player tracking to recreate a hockey game in a virtual 3D 
environment, with animated players and camera angles that couldn't be 
accomplished in the real world. 

That was something a Netherlands-based company called Beyond 
Sports was already doing for professional soccer matches. The NHL 
partnered with the firm and began showing demonstrations of virtual 
hockey games, which could be viewed on screens or using VR goggles. 
The players were big and blocky. The action was slower than in an actual 
game. But the potential for the technology was obvious, and it has only 
been refined since then. 

When the NHL started its new media rights deals in 2021, brainstorming 
began on ways to use that tech for an alternative virtual broadcast of 
NHL games. 

"In a really short window it kind of exploded. At one point, we were just 
thinking of doing something a little small," Lehanski said. "Then it quickly 
grew and grew because of the buy-in from Disney." 

Beyond Sports and the NHL presented their technology to ESPN during 
the 2022 Stanley Cup Final. Ed Placey, a vice president in ESPN's Event 
and Studio Production group, was one of those invited to check it out. 

"I get immersed in a lot of our innovative production approaches and new 
technology," he said. "So I get called into a lot of meetings to look at 
technology that somebody finds interesting and wants to know if there's 
any 'there' there." 

Placey sat in a conference room at ESPN's Seaport offices in New York 
and watched a game between the Colorado Avalanche and Tampa Bay 
Lightning on two screens: The live game on one and a real-time 
recreation of the game in a virtual space on another. 

In hearing the real play-by-play and watching the virtual game, Placey 
said the path forward was clear: Take the game seriously ... but laugh a 
little bit in the presentation. 

Since it was established there was some "there" there, Goldblatt started 
talking with the Disney Family Networks and found interest on the Disney 
XD side. 

"They're exploring sports more and really intrigued by the technology 
there," she said. "'Big City Greens' seemed like an awesome opportunity, 
especially with the connections with the Houghton brothers." 

Chris and Shane Houghton's "Big City Greens" first aired on The Disney 
Channel in 2018. It featured a farmer named Bill Green who loses his 
home in the country and takes his children Cricket and Tilly to move in 
with Gramma Alice on a small farm in the middle of Big City. (They would 
eventually move back to their farm in Smalton.) 

Shane Houghton said the brothers always had an affinity for hockey. 

"Growing up, there was a pond on our parents' property and when it 
would freeze over in the winter, we would lace up some skates, grab 
some hockey sticks, skate around, and smack a puck at each other," he 
told ESPN. "I don't know if I'd exactly call it 'hockey,' but it was definitely 
'hockey-esque.'" 

The brothers would eventually attend Michigan State University and went 
to Spartans hockey games there. "We'd often get great seats right down 

close to the action. There is no sport that gets the blood pumping quite 
like watching hockey," Shane Houghton said. 

For the NHL and ESPN, the partnership with "Big City Greens" offered an 
avenue to bring hockey to potential new fans -- and ones in 
demographics that the NHL is chasing. 

"We want to meet the fans where they are," Goldblatt said. "And if this is 
an environment that gets you more interested in watching hockey, then 
why shouldn't we take advantage of, you know, the Disney company as a 
whole? Taking advantage of these family- and kid-friendly arms of 
content that we have only makes sense to us as we want to grow the 
sport of hockey and grow the fans that are interested in it." 

Even if the sport in question isn't always well-mannered on the ice. 

"Are we going to see Cricket and Tilly Green in a fist fight?" Goldblatt 
asked, with a laugh. "That's the big question, right?" 

THE SHORT ANSWER is "no," there won't be fistfights between "Big City 
Greens" characters or virtual Capitals and Rangers on Tuesday night. 

"The biggest thing we get asked is what happens if there's a fight," 
Placey said. "Well, you won't see punches thrown, arms swinging or 
anything else. You'll at best see players belly-bumping more than 
anything else." 

The chips on the players' jerseys don't track body part movement. They 
interpret where the puck is in relation to the player. The virtual Capitals 
and Rangers will engage with their sticks and handle the pucks when the 
NHL Edge data indicates their real-life inspirations are doing so. 

Getting the 3D animated players to look and act like hockey players was 
one of the challenges for the production team. The first iteration of the 
Beyond Sports tech featured large blocky players -- think Minecraft or 
Roblox. Lehanski said that when those players would crowd around the 
net, the goalie would literally disappear from sight. 

"The first couple iterations of this looked kind of jarring. You see the 
'Blockies' and you're like, 'OK, think I understand how this looks, but it's 
still kind of hard to see where everything is going,'" Goldblatt said. "Our 
creative services team made a version of the 'Blockies' that looked so 
much better. They've got stick movement and it's better moving on the 
ice." 

The "Blockies" are now colloquially known as "Sparkies" behind the 
scenes. That's because David Sparrgrove, a creative director at ESPN, 
remodeled the players to be sleeker and better resembling their NHL 
inspirations. 

One of the challenges was getting the proportions correct, as the ratios 
between the NHL players and their virtual proxies wasn't 1-to-1. "Their 
heads are bigger, their arms are shorter, they only have four fingers. You 
can't go in there and hand animate during a live game," said Laura 
Herzing, an executive producer for Silver Spoon, a New York-based real-
time virtual production company. 

Another challenge: Taking traditionally 2D characters from "Big City 
Greens" and designing them for a 3D virtual environment. But the show 
indirectly helped out that effort when it created an episode based on 
virtual reality in December 2022 that featured 3D characters. 

"The crazy thing was to make the episode, we threw out the traditional 
animation pipeline and instead used software for video games instead of 
TV," Shane Houghton said. "The look of the episode is incredible. After 
that technology was introduced to us, we knew we had to write an 
episode showcasing it." 

Silver Spoon's previous work inspired another aspect of the "Big City 
Greens Classic": In-game and intermission interviews with characters. 
They worked with CBS and Nickelodeon on the NFL "Nickmas" 
broadcast, which featured live commentary from Patrick Star of 
"SpongeBob SquarePants." Voice actor Bill Fagerbakke wore a motion 
capture head harness and was able to interact in real time with the 
announcers. 
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"Big City Greens" voice actors will work with an ESPN crew in Glendale, 
California, on Tuesday night to provide commentary and interviews with 
the same technology. Cricket and Tilly will talk about playing in the game. 
During intermissions, there will be phone calls with "Big City Greens" 
characters like Driver Dave, who will "call in" to complain about the traffic 
the game has created. Wholesome Greg will gripe about the crowding of 
the Wholesome Foods parking lot. Then there's Zamboni Tony, a new 
character created for the game. 

Carter and Weekes will be able to see and hear the animated characters 
while broadcasting the game in their own motion capture suits. At first, 
the idea was to have real commentators cut in with the virtual game 
footage. ESPN suggested putting the commentators in the virtual 
environment themselves through motion capture technology. They'll have 
the actual game and the virtual game in front of them, as synced up as 
possible, and then demonstrate some aspects of hockey between 
periods at a virtual goal. 

The announcers' presence is another reminder that the "Big City Greens 
Classic" is, in fact, an NHL game broadcast, albeit one with a chicken 
referee. 

The sound for the event will be from the traditional game broadcast. That 
offered its own challenge. Since the game will be at Madison Square 
Garden, the goal horn and celebration for the Rangers will come in from 
the feed. But since the virtual game is being played at a "neutral site" in 
Times Circle, the broadcast will create a horn and celebration for Capitals 
goals as well. 

Nelson said he has 49 "cameras" inside the virtual broadcast -- as many 
as will cover the NFL draft, for example -- but doesn't have the ability to 
see feeds from those cameras during the game. Instead, his team 
created a monitor wall with printed-out Images of each camera angle as 
a reference point. 

"As we go through the game, I know the angle that we're looking for, 
even though I can't see what's going on in there," Nelson said. 

Many of those angles aren't ones you'd find in a traditional broadcast. 

"When you're surveying an arena, you're figuring out where you can put 
cameras and how much cameras cost, so you have to limit that," Placey 
said. "But you can go into this world and place cameras wherever your 
wildest dreams can take you." 

In fact, some of those "wildest dreams" could end up on real NHL 
broadcasts. 

IN SOME WAYS, the "Big City Greens" game will be a demo reel for 
what Placey hopes NHL coverage could look like one day. 

"We're over 40 camera angles -- many of them traditional and some that 
we've made known that we'd like to have," he said. "Cameras flying over 
the ice. Cameras following close behind players. You can show what can 
be done without having to go through the time and effort to figure out how 
to demo it in a real game." 

The game will also have "puck visuals," with the speeding disc leaving 
behind a streak as it moves. While that might conjure Images of the 
comet-tailed "glow puck" from the 1990s, Placey said there are two major 
advancements since that experiment: Puck tracking technology and the 
"second screen" experience. 

Two other innovations he has lobbied for on broadcasts that'll be featured 
in the "Big City Greens" game: full-time player identifications when they 
touch the puck and shot speeds presented on the ice for every shot that's 
over 65 mph. 

(One idea the designers had for the "Big City" game: When the 
characters draw back to take a slapshot, there's an animated comic-book 
graphic that says "POOF!" or "BANG!" that appears.) 

Meanwhile, the NHL is continuing to refine its puck and player 
technology. Up next is an optical tracking solution that would add a 
significant amount of new data about body and stick positioning. That 

optical tracking system could show up next season, according to 
Lehanski. 

For example, if a player is skating with the puck and then loses it, the 
current technology can determine who had the puck and where it 
traveled after the turnover. Optical tracking will illustrate how the puck 
was lost, perhaps through an unforced error or a defensive play. 

"Once we have that, we will be able to have these virtual players, 
whatever they look like, be in the exact same position where their sticks 
and arm position are exactly the same," he said. 

For now, Lehanski is just thrilled to see years of technical refinement, trial 
and error lead to the "Big City Greens Classic," having been awestruck 
when he saw the first game footage roll in. 

"It's almost like seeing a child graduate," he said. "You're kind of happy, 
you're proud, you're a little sad. It's all those things. But when we actually 
saw it, it was like, 'Oh my gosh, this is so amazing.'" 
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ESPN / NHL playoff standings update: Projecting the Jets' finish 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

 

The NHL schedule Tuesday night includes a special volumetric 
broadcast of the Washington Capitals-New York Rangers game, where 
the action on the ice will be transformed into the world of "Big City 
Greens." That broadcast will be available on the Disney Channel, Disney 
XD, Disney+ and ESPN+, with the traditional version available on ESPN 
and ESPN+. 

But beyond the innovation on display in that game, there are 11 other 
games on the docket, including a battle of two playoff-bound teams as 
the Winnipeg Jets visit the Carolina Hurricanes. The Canes are neck-
and-neck with the New Jersey Devils atop the Metropolitan Division. But 
where will the Jets finish in a crowded Central Division? 

The Jets have been playing leapfrog with the Colorado Avalanche for the 
Central's No. 3 slot on a game-by-game basis for the past several days. 
After Monday night's action, the Jets are in the West's second wild-card 
spot, with 79 points and 29 regulation wins through 67 games. The 
Central crown is not out of the realm of mathematical possibility, as the 
Minnesota Wild are at 84 points and 27 regulation wins while the Dallas 
Stars are at 87 points and 31 regulation wins. Moneypuck gives the Jets 
a 2.4% chance to win the division title, a 14.3% chance of the Central's 
No. 2 seed, and a 30.6% chance of their division's No. 3 spot; the 
chances of the two wild-card slots are 18.0% and 19.8%, respectively. 

After the game Tuesday, Winnipeg has five games against teams 
currently in playoff position, including a season-closing two-game road 
stint at the Wild and Avalanche. 

As we enter the final stretch of the regular season, it's time to check in on 
all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for position in the 
2023 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 
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Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Boston Bruins vs. WC2 New York Islanders 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 Pittsburgh Penguins 

M2 New Jersey Devils vs. M3 New York Rangers 

Western Conference 

C1 Dallas Stars vs. WC1 Edmonton Oilers 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 Colorado Avalanche 

P1 Vegas Golden Knights vs. WC2 Winnipeg Jets 

P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Seattle Kraken 

Tuesday's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All games not on ESPN, TNT or NHL Network 
are available via NHL Power Play, which is included in an ESPN+ 
subscription (local blackout restrictions apply). 

Winnipeg Jets at Carolina Hurricanes, 7 p.m. 

Washington Capitals at New York Rangers, 7 p.m. (ESPN, ESPN+, 
Disney+) 

Tampa Bay Lightning at New Jersey Devils, 7 p.m. 

Vegas Golden Knights at Philadelphia Flyers, 7 p.m. 

Montreal Canadiens at Pittsburgh Penguins, 7 p.m. 

Detroit Red Wings at Nashville Predators, 8 p.m. 

Boston Bruins at Chicago Blackhawks, 8:30 p.m. 

Ottawa Senators at Edmonton Oilers, 9 p.m. 

Calgary Flames at Arizona Coyotes, 10 p.m. 

Dallas Stars at Vancouver Canucks, 10 p.m. 

New York Islanders at Los Angeles Kings, 10:30 p.m. 

Columbus Blue Jackets at San Jose Sharks, 10:30 p.m. 

Monday's scoreboard 

Watch "In the Crease" on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Colorado Avalanche 8, Montreal Canadiens 4 

Buffalo Sabres 4, Toronto Maple Leafs 3 

Dallas Stars 5, Seattle Kraken 2 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

x - Boston Bruins 

Points: 105 

Regulation wins: 43 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 17 

Points pace: 133 

Next game: @ CHI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 88 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 109 

Next game: vs. COL (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 103 

Next game: @ NJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 89 

Next game: vs. MTL (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 38% 

Tragic number: 27 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 88 

Next game: @ WSH (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 12% 

Tragic number: 27 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 87 
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Next game: @ EDM (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 5% 

Tragic number: 26 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 86 

Next game: @ NSH (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 2% 

Tragic number: 25 

Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 71 

Next game: @ PIT (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 12 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 94 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 17 

Points pace: 119 

Next game: vs. WPG (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New Jersey Devils 

Points: 94 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 117 

Next game: vs. TB (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 104 

Next game: vs. WSH (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 78 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 97 

Next game: vs. MTL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 85% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 92 

Next game: @ LA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 47% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 87 

Next game: @ NYR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 12% 

Tragic number: 25 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 73 

Next game: vs. VGK (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 15 

Columbus Blue Jackets 
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Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Points pace: 59 

Next game: @ SJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 5 

Central Division 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 107 

Next game: @ VAN (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 103 

Next game: @ STL (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 97% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 17 

Points pace: 101 

Next game: @ TOR (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 97 

Next game: @ CAR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 74% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 18 

Points pace: 94 

Next game: vs. DET (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 33% 

Tragic number: 30 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 21 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 78 

Next game: vs. MIN (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 16 

Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 72 

Next game: vs. CGY (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 10 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 50 

Regulation wins: 14 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 62 

Next game: vs. BOS (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 3 

Pacific Division 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 88 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: P1 
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Games left: 15 

Points pace: 108 

Next game: @ PHI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 85 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 104 

Next game: vs. NYI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 98% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Seattle Kraken 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 99 

Next game: @ SJ (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 88% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 98 

Next game: vs. OTT (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 95% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 89 

Next game: @ ARI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 17% 

Tragic number: 24 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Points pace: 77 

Next game: vs. DAL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 16 

Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 12 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 66 

Next game: vs. NYI (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 5 

San Jose Sharks 

Points: 50 

Regulation wins: 14 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 61 

Next game: vs. CBJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 1 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team might move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. Sitting No. 1 on the 
draft board for this summer is Connor Bedard, who has been lauded as a 
generational talent. 

1. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 15 

2. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 50 

Regulation wins: 14 

3. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 50 

Regulation wins: 14 

4. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 12 
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5. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 17 

6. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 18 

7. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 22 

8. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 17 

9. St. Louis Blues 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 21 

10. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 24 

11. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 26 

12. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 25 

13. Washington Capitals 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 25 

14. Calgary Flames 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 24 

15. Nashville Predators 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 24 

16. Florida Panthers* 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 28 

Notes on traded picks impacting the top 16: 

    Montreal will receive Florida's first-round pick as a result of the trade 
last season that sent Ben Chiarot to the Panthers. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' Draisaitl continues ascent amongst NHL's greats: 
'He's hockey sense personified' 

 

Mark Spector | @sportsnetspecMarch 15, 2023, 1:44 AM 

 

EDMONTON — It was a handy bit of short-sightedness that awarded 
Leon Draisaitl, the best European forward in the game today, to the 
Edmonton Oilers back in 2014.  

Tim Murray, the newly minted general manager of the Buffalo Sabres, 
vowed that he would not take a European player with the Sabres’ second 
overall draft pick that spring, because the Sabres had selected five 
Europeans in a row with the last five first-round picks.  

Rasmus Ristolainen, Nikita Zadorov, Mikhail Grigorenko, Zemgus 
Girgensons, Joel Armia… It had to end, right?  

Murray had arrived in Western New York and he was hell-bent on 
changing the Sabres’ identity. So he selected Sam Reinhart at No. 2, and 
the Edmonton Oilers were bequeathed a German lad named Leon 
Draisaitl.  

That kid from Cologne would become a walk-in Hall of Famer.  

“He is hockey sense personified,” began his head coach Jay Woodcroft, 
after a 6-3 win over the Ottawa Senators where Draisaitl summitted the 
100-point plateau for the fourth time at age 27. “The definition of what the 
modern-day power forward looks like — or should look like. When he’s at 
his very best, his 200-foot game is so strong, because he’s hard to 
contain in all three zones.  

“In the offensive zone, when he’s holding people off, making plays in tight 
spaces. In the neutral zone when he’s coming through with speed, and 
making good decisions with the puck. And in the defensive zone, when 
he really leans on someone, he’s a big man.”  

Just 624 games into a 716-point career, let’s talk about how good 
Draisaitl truly is, and where he ranks among the greats in the game.  

Is he the best European forward in the game today? Well, David 
Pastrnak was in that 2014 draft, and has 123 less points than Draisaitl.  

Kucherov? He has the Cups, but in the last four seasons, he has 154 
less points than Draisaitl.  

Victor Hedman? Andrei Vasilevskiy? That’s a debate, the best European 
player, we’ll need a waiter and few pints to undertake.  

But this stat lends some history to the conversation: With his fourth 100-
point season, Draisaitl joins an uber-elite group of five other European-
born players who have accomplished that feat.  

Peter Stastny (seven times), Jari Kurri (six), Jaromir Jagr (five), Teemu 
Selanne, Alex Ovechkin and Draisaitl (four each).  

“That is pretty cool. There are some pretty great hockey players there,” 
said Draisaitl, who has 44 goals and 56 assists in 66 games played. “I 
have been very fortunate to have played with some amazing hockey 
players in Nuge, Connor, Hyms, Kaner, all those guys. Even the years 
prior.  

“They find me and put me in spots where I can succeed and I obviously 
don’t want that to go unnoticed. A big time thank you to them.”  

Draisaitl from the right faceoff dot has become every bit as deadly as 
Ovechkin from the left. In fact, in the past four seasons Draisaitl has 
outscored Ovechkin 173 goals to 158.  

Only Auston Matthews has more goals (179), but he trails Draisaitl in 
points over that span by a whopping 85 points. Oh, and Draisiatl is his 
team’s best faceoff man and a top penalty killer, when required.  
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The son of German hockey royalty, the former national teamer Peter 
Draisaitl — notoriously driven when it comes to his son — should enjoy a 
Schnapps back home in Cologne.  

“He doesn’t give me too many compliments,” laughed the son. “He just 
tells me to stick to what I do and to keep going and keep pushing, keep 
pushing. It is always the same, but I am sure he is proud.”  

Almost certainly, this will be Draisaitl’s third 50-goal season, and his 
fourth 100-point season — three of them coinciding. Since the turn of the 
century, only Ovechkin (four times), Jagr and Dany Heatley (twice) have 
had 50 and 100 in a season more than once.  

How good is this guy?  

Well, Peter Forsberg never had a 50-goal season.  

Pavel Bure had only two 100-point seasons. Sergei Fedorov: scored 50 
once, had 100 points twice. Evgeni Malkin: one 50-goal season; three 
with 100 points.  

Now, what Draisaitl needs is a Stanley Cup. We get that.  

Playing on a high ankle sprain incurred in Rd. 1 versus the Los Angeles 
Kings, Draisaitl put up an amazing 17 points in a five-game series 
against Calgary, when he could barely walk out of the rink on his own 
power.  

“He’s ultra-competitive,” said Woodcroft. “But what stands out for me with 
Leon Draisaitl is his hockey sense. That play against Winnipeg, when he 
had the understanding to put the net back on (it’s mooring), and then 
shoot it in a little corner, that’s what I think of when I think of Leon 
Draisaitl.”  

Here’s another whacky stat, as Draisaitl joins Connor McDavid with 100 
points or more — the only two NHL players in triple digits this season. 
They did the same thing last season, a feat that has been accomplished 
in back-to-back seasons only once before.  

Do you know who the other two were?  

How about Bobby Orr and Phil Esposito in 1973-74, and ’74-’75?  

Yep, that’s the company that Leon Draisaitl keeps. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks seeing contributions from all levels as winning 
streak hits five 

 

Iain MacIntyre | @imacSportsnetMarch 15, 2023, 2:23 AM 

 

VANCOUVER – The Vancouver Canucks have won five straight games 
because their best players have bought into coach Rick Tocchet’s 
meritocracy and defensive ideals, and are playing better, more complete 
hockey than they have all season. 

This is vitally important, of course, for the organization. Whatever the 
Canucks do next season will be driven by Elias Pettersson and Quinn 
Hughes, Andrei Kuzmenko and J.T. Miller, and goalie Thatcher Demko. 

The buy-in at the bottom of the lineup was never a problem for Tocchet.  

Really, those guys will try to do literally anything their coaches ask in 
pursuit of National Hockey League jobs and paycheques. But actually 
doing it is a lot harder than wanting to do it. The NHL is a gigantic step up 
from anything else, including the American Hockey League and the 
Canucks’ farm team an hour up the road in Abbotsford. 

In Tuesday’s 5-2 win against the Dallas Stars, an excellent playoff-bound 
team that was held to five third-period shots until a late power play, first-
year forward Kuzmenko scored his 33rd goal of the season for the 
Canucks. Brock Boeser had three assists, Miller a goal and one assist 
and Demko stopped 25 of 27 shots and continues to look reborn after 
missing three months with a groin injury. Hughes logged 24 minutes and 
Pettersson 22. 

But Phil Di Giusseppe, who has spent as much of his 10-year pro career 
in the minors as the NHL, also scored for the Canucks while holding on 
to his second-line spot beside Miller and Boeser. Nils Aman, whose 
rookie season in North America took a month-long detour through 
Abbotsford, beautifully set up the first NHL goal for defenceman 
Guillaume Brisebois, another callup who has become an everyday player 
for the Canucks. 

Callup Christian Wolanin’s shot was deflected into the Dallas net by 
Anthony Bauvillier, and another blue-liner from the AHL, Noah Juulsen, 
logged 17:22 of ice time, delivered the hit of the night on Luke 
Glendening and was praised post-game by Tocchet. 

These contributions from the bottom of the lineup – from guys who spent 
most of this season in the AHL but look NHL-ready – is also critical to the 
Canucks because we’ve all learned that a few young stars aren’t nearly 
enough to make a team. 

“I've got affection for those guys,” Tocchet said Tuesday. “Those guys 
are trying to make the NHL, right? They've bought-in right away. They're 
not perfect, nobody's perfect. But the next shift or the next practice, they 
pick themselves up. I love that about them. 

“To win in this league, your bench has to contribute and we're getting it 
from everybody.” 

The points are a byproduct of the process. None of the six players in 
Tocchet’s lineup who spent much of this season in the minors torched 
the American League. But clearly, they learned to play under Abbotsford 
coaches Jeremy Colliton and Gary Agnew, and AHL GM Ryan Johnson’s 
player-development staff that includes Hall-of-Famers Daniel and Henrik 
Sedin. 

“The message is to build your game,” Di Giuseppe said. “It's not just 
about points or individual things, but kind of carving a role. And then 
somewhere down the line, there might be an opportunity. 

“I think the biggest thing is when you get sent down, especially when 
you're a younger guy like (Aman), it's disappointing because obviously 
you want to be in the NHL. But I've learned you can take that time to dial 
in and treat it as if it's a good thing because you're getting better instead 
of staying stagnant. If you can just buy in and realize if you put together 
your game, later on it's going to transition just like we're seeing.” 

“It's hard to explain why and what helped me so much,” Aman, 23, said. 
“But coming down there, you play a lot of minutes and get a lot of puck 
touches and you just feel like you can do stuff. I feel much better. They 
stress a lot of responsibility to the players to do the right things when 
you're out there, and if you're not doing that, you're not playing. You 
know what you get from every player when you play down there, and 
when they come up here, you know what they’re about.” 

Brisebois is a 25-year-old who stuck with the Canucks through five pro 
seasons before earning his big chance with a recall from Abbotsford on 
Feb. 22. He is averaging 16:34 of ice time in 12 games and has become 
a key member of a resurgent penalty-killing unit. 

He also just signed a two-year extension with the Canucks, as did Di 
Giuseppe. 

“I think it's the mentality that we have in Abbotsford,” Brisebois said when 
asked what is allowing a handful of players to simultaneously transition to 
the NHL. “It's like new energy for the team. We're just trying to make our 
spots (in the NHL) and we're working really hard. Guys have been doing 
really great since they've been called up.” 
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He said the not-so-secret part of the formula is input from the Sedins, 
typically a daily staple of Abbotsford practices. 

“They've been awesome with everyone, they include everyone, and they 
want the guys to succeed,” Brisebois said. “The way that they talk to you, 
the way they do video with you, they want you to succeed. I still think 
there's a lot of guys in Abbotsford that could get their chance.” 

The Canucks’ prospect pool isn’t nearly deep enough, which is why the 
organization must succeed more often than it fails on individual player 
development. Good prospects like defenceman Jack Rathbone, centre 
Aatu Raty and wingers Linus Karlsson and Nils Hoglander, who spent the 
last two seasons in the NHL, continue to build their games in Abbotsford. 

“I think it's great for the young guys in Abbotsford now, hearing and 
seeing things going on up here because it gives them confidence,” Di 
Giuseppe said. “It's a big step, but if you can play the game, you can play 
the game, right? I think it gives guys confidence that. . . they're not that 
far away.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 03.15.2023 

1212199 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Coyotes' Valimaki burns Flames as he makes the most of 
his fresh start 

 

Eric Francis | @EricFrancisMarch 15, 2023, 2:44 AM 

 

TEMPE, Az. – The massive smile on Juuso Valimaki’s face was unlike 
anything he wore around the Saddledome the last couple of years. 

The Coyotes defenceman had just set up the overtime winner against the 
Calgary club that gave up on him, prompting him to punctuate a raucous 
celebration at Mullett Arena with a series of exuberant punches to the 
glass. 

Who knows if he was picturing a certain someone on the other end of his 
jabs, but suffice it to say, this was an evening that meant a little more 
than all the others he’s had in the desert. 

“Yeah, I mean, there’s a little extra boost for sure,” smiled the Flames' 
16th pick overall in 2017, whose time in Calgary came to a close Oct. 9 
when the 24-year Finnish defenceman was claimed off waivers by 
Arizona.  

“Honestly, I’m happy this is the last game against them this year, so now 
I can forget about it. 

“Now it’s not like, ‘I came from Calgary this year.’ Next year will be a new 
year and I won’t have to worry about coming from there anymore. 

“I’m a Coyote and I’ve been here awhile. 

“It takes the thinking about it too much away.” 

Valimaki had plenty of time to ponder in Calgary, where the arrival of 
Darryl Sutter put an abrupt end to his hopes of being an everyday NHLer. 

The coach deemed the first rounder too slow and lumped him in as one 
of the young players in the organization who was awarded NHL time 
before he’d earned it. 

And so, he sat. 

A lot. 

After playing just nine games with the Flames last season, the club’s 
effort to send him down to the minors this fall was stymied by a rebuilding 
Coyotes club more than happy to give him a second chance. 

It couldn’t possibly have worked out any better. 

“No, it couldn’t,” he smiled, as teammates walked by in a dressing room 
far more jubilant than the Flames' has been all year. 

“To be completely honest with you, sometimes I sit at home and say, 
‘how good is this? How lucky I am that it worked out this way?’ 

“In all fairness to whatever the past situation in Calgary was, I just don’t 
think it ever would have worked out. 

“I needed to start fresh.  

“In the end it wasn’t about anyone else, or anything someone did or didn’t 
do.  

“I needed a fresh slate, new people around to start over again.” 

He’s thankful to the coaches who’ve trusted him and helped him regain 
his form and confidence to the point he’s now running the top power play 
unit, killing penalties and playing over 20 minutes a night. 

And he’s proud of his perseverance. 

In Tuesday’s 4-3 overtime win, he played 24:33 and had his second 
straight two-assist night, which included a shot on Jacob Markstrom that 
left a rebound Travis Boyd banged in for the dramatic winner. 

Heartbreak, once again, for the 10th-place Flames, who drop to 5-14 in 
extra time and lost ground on ninth-place Nashville, which sits one point 
up with three games in hand.  

The eighth-place Jets are five up on the Flames. 

Meanwhile, three Flames castoffs in the Coyotes dressing room relished 
their new good fortune and opportunity, including sudden first-liner Brett 
Ritchie and defenceman Connor Mackey, who played almost 20 minutes.  

“If you told me a year ago if I was going to play 25 minutes in the NHL 
and I would feel good about my game, I don’t think I would have believed 
that,” said Valimaki, whose confidence eroded steadily in Calgary as his 
career was in limbo. 

“I’d be lying if I said that I never had a day where I’m like, ‘am I ever 
going to play in the NHL again? Am I going to have a career like I 
imagined?  

“The only way you get away from your own head is to focus on the day’s 
work and do as good as you can.  

“Then you go to sleep and tell yourself, ‘I did everything I can today and 
eventually it’s going to work out.” 

It’s working out now, both on the ice where he almost has 30 points, and 
away from it. 

“Yesterday I went to the pool at 10 am and left at 5,” smiled Valimaki, 
who had plenty of fans in Calgary who will discuss, ‘the one that got 
away,’ for years. 

“That’s one way to spend a day off. 

“Twenty-five degrees and the sun shining. It’s an amazing place to live.” 

“I’m not angry anymore.  

“I’m not bitter towards anyone, or have bad blood for anyone over there – 
it didn’t work out. 

As he said, he needed an opportunity to play and get his confidence 
back. 

Tuesday’s win went a long way towards both.  

“To be able to win and grind it out, those are the wins that feel the best, 
when it’s not easy and it’s a grind game.” 

A battle he knows all about. 
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Sportsnet.ca / GMs wonder if foreign players could be exempt from 
Canadian house-purchasing law 

 

Eric Engels | @EricEngelsMarch 14, 2023, 6:50 PM 

 

MANALAPAN, FLA. — When Mattias Ekholm was traded from Nashville 
to Edmonton on Feb. 28, he came with his wife, two kids, a salary that 
will count against the cap for three more seasons, and a desire to 
immediately set down roots in Alberta. 

But as Ekholm noted to reporters in Toronto last week when the Oilers 
passed through for a game against the Maple Leafs, a new law in 
Canada prohibits him and any other non-Canadian residents from 
purchasing residential property through 2024. 

He didn’t have to say he’s unhappy about it. That he even raised the 
issue made that clear, and it also reinforced to what end this could affect 
Canadian teams in free agency moving forward if no further exceptions to 
the law are made. 

When it went into effect on Jan. 1, the only people who could circumvent 
it were Canadians living abroad, refugees, or people on work visas who 
worked in Canada or filed taxes in Canada three of the preceding four 
years and didn’t already own residential property in the country. 

Ekholm doesn’t qualify. Neither will any foreign player who was 
previously playing for an American NHL team or European team and 
wishes to sign with a Canadian one when free agency opens come July. 

We surveyed several NHL agents to ascertain just how big of an 
impediment they think this will be for the group of seven north of the 
border, and all of them expressed varying degrees of concern. 

Dan Milstein of Gold Star Hockey, who initially expressed his major 
dissatisfaction on the issue a day after the law came into effect, doubled 
down on his position. 

“Compare it to other situations,” he said via text message, “and ask 
yourself: Would you go to a country that takes more than half your money 
in taxes and doesn’t allow you to buy a home for your family to live in?” 

Whether you view his comment as hyperbolic or not—never mind the 
loose definition of the tax reality in Canada (it varies from province to 
province and there are several mechanisms available to players to defer 
taxes or lessen the percentages paid)—it accurately represents a 
viewpoint some non-Canadian players hold. 

Alain Roy of RSG Hockey, who estimates roughly 30 per cent of his 71 
NHL clients under contract come from outside Canada, was measured in 
his response, texting that “it could be an issue” for any non-Canadian 
players who are “looking at longer-term contracts” in Canada. And Don 
Meehan of Newport Sports said, “It wouldn’t be the determining factor,” 
but acknowledged it would be one that can’t be ignored. 

One agent we spoke with, on the condition of anonymity, said, “The 
NHLPA is going to have to get together with Major League Baseball’s PA 
and the NBAPA and lobby the Canadian government for an exemption 
because this is going to be a problem for everyone.” 

“We all understand why the law was put in place—to stop foreign 
investment from driving up the prices of real estate and making housing 
unaffordable to Canadians,” the agent continued. “But it shouldn’t apply 
to people who are coming here to work and live.” 

That was a thought expanded on by both Ottawa Senators general 
manager Pierre Dorion and Montreal Canadiens GM Kent Hughes when 
we tried to gauge just how concerned they might be about the law’s 

potential infringement on their ability to attract and/or retain talent in their 
respective cities. 

“I think for our players, they’re coming in here to work, they’re not coming 
here to buy properties and make investment on it,” said Dorion. “They’re 
coming here to buy properties to have a home and a foundation they can 
go to and move from there. 

“There should be some kind of exemption for people who are working 
and trying to provide financial resources for their family.” 

Hughes said, “It’s challenging. It’s challenging in the hockey business, 
and I would think it’s even more challenging in every other industry—how 
do you attract foreign workers?” 

“I think I can appreciate the reason of trying to control the price of real 
estate for the people who live here,” he continued. “I don’t know to what 
extent those prices are driven up by people who are from here versus 
people who are investing or getting their money out of foreign countries. I 
would hope that there’s a way to find some compromise, but I don’t know 
enough about the inner workings of the Canadian government to say how 
that could come to be.” 

The Canadiens have several players on expiring contracts and will have 
holes to fill in free agency, and Hughes knows that could prove even 
more difficult if nothing changes with this ban. 

Dorion is hoping to get Alex DeBrincat signed to a long-term contract 
extension and mused that this law won’t affect negotiations because he 
believes DeBrincat bought a house in Ottawa prior to it coming into 
effect. 

Kevin Cheveldayoff, who already has arguably the hardest job of any of 
his Canadian counterparts to convince free agents to come play and stay 
in Winnipeg, said he wasn’t familiar enough with the intricacies of this 
specific law to provide comment on it. 

But the last thing he needs is another obstruction to signing players. 

Many — especially those who are younger or on shorter-term deals — 
are happy to rent rather than buy, which will help mitigate the issue. 

But it’s going to be an issue regardless, and we expect it’ll garner more 
attention as hockey season winds down and free agency comes into 
view. 

Expansion of video review/coach’s challenge could be on the horizon 

NHL executive vice president of hockey operations Colin Campbell said 
following Day 2 of the NHL GM meetings, no changes will be made 
before the end of this season or the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

Still, there’s an appetite amongst the game’s caretakers to eliminate 
erroneous high-sticking calls—like on plays where an opposing player is 
wrongly penalized for a high-stick that actually came from a teammate—
and ensure that puck-over-glass (delay-of-game) penalties are properly 
assessed. This was one of the major themes they discussed over the 
past 48 hours. 

Coach’s challenges are currently only issued to review if a play resulting 
in a goal was influenced by a missed offside or goaltender interference 
call. 

“Now we’re talking about fixing a penalty,” said Campbell. 

Whether or not the NHL would be opening Pandora’s Box by going down 
this road is a question GMs have to grapple with as they assess the 
value of expanding video review/coach’s challenges beyond plays 
involving goals. 

That’s why none we spoke to took a particularly firm position on whether 
or not they’d actually like to see these changes made. 

“Several years ago we didn’t have coach’s challenges, and now we do,” 
said Cheveldayoff. “So where does it stop? You’ve gotta make sure that 
if you’re challenging things, you’re not slowing the game down. You’ve 
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gotta make sure that you think of all the consequences. So one of the 
things that hockey operations does very well is gauge the temperature of 
the room and then they’ll do a deeper dive. I think the temperature of the 
room was not overwhelmingly in favour, but it’s something we all want to 
get a little bit more information on.” 

What NHL director of officiating Stephen Walkom was able to provide 
was the pertinent insight to at least guide that conversation. 

He said there were 700-750 high-sticking infractions called per season, 
so naturally you couldn’t review every single one without significantly 
lengthening games. 

Walkom added that out of the 225 or so puck-over-glass penalties 
handed out this season, only three were called incorrectly because the 
puck had been deflected over. 

Hughes said that, with mindfulness towards not wanting to slow the game 
down by reviewing every single high-stick or delay-of-game penalty, the 
proper solution would be a coach’s challenge. 

“If you’re talking about a high-sticking penalty on friendly fire and you 
want to make a challenge and you’re wrong, you’re going down 5-on-3,” 
Hughes said. “So I think for the most part you would only do it where it 
was really clear there was a mistake.” 

Campbell said the discussion would continue because GMs want the 
league to just “get it right,” and so does the league. 

“You don’t want to hold up a game,” Campbell said. “But at the end of the 
day, I always argue I wouldn’t mind holding up a game for five minutes 
and getting it right than not getting it right and hearing about it for five 
weeks.” 

Something we’re hearing a lot about—and not just from executives, but 
from agents, media members and fans alike—is a desire to see fights 
after clean hits curbed, if not eliminated. 

While there’s no one lobbying to have a new rule specific to this, GMs 
want to see the instigator rule enforced whenever it’s applicable and 
other infractions like roughing, slashing or crosschecking called when it 
isn’t to ensure these situations don’t end with both players in the box 
serving even penalty minutes. 

“You want hitting in the game and want that to stay in,” said 
Chevaldayoff. 

But neither he nor anyone else wants to continue to see clean hits 
constantly responded to by fights. 

Whether or not an extra penalty to the offender would be a significant 
deterrent is questionable, but GMs are asking the league to have its 
officials apply one in these situations. 
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