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NHL Stadium Series outdoor hockey game brought serious money to Triangle, report says 

The Carolina Hurricanes gained some national and 
international visibility when it hosted the 2023 NHL Stadium 
Series game at N.C. State’s Carter-Finley Stadium last 
month. 

The event, attended by 57,000 people, also added some 
serious cash to local coffers. 

The Feb. 18 game between the Hurricanes and Washington 
Capitals generated $13.6 million in total economic impact, 
according to figures released Wednesday by Visit Raleigh.  

“We could not be prouder of the efforts of so many people in 
putting on an unforgettable week and weekend in Raleigh,” 
Hurricanes Chief Marketing Officer Mike Forman said in a 
news release. “The Carolina Hurricanes brand was on full 
display to national and global audiences to rave reviews from 
those who attended the week’s events or tuned in from afar.” 

The full NHL Stadium Series weekend generated $20.1 
million in total economic impact, Visit Raleigh reported. For 
statistical reporting purposes, that included the Hurricanes’ 
home game against the Montreal Canadiens on Thursday, 
Hurricanes FanFest and the Hootie & the Blowfish concert 
on Friday, the Stadium Series game and NHL PreGame 
official fan festival on Saturday, and the men’s basketball 
game between UNC and NC State on Sunday. 

“The NHL Stadium Series provided an incredible economic 
boost to our region,” Dennis Edwards, President & CEO of 
Visit Raleigh, said in the release. “Raleigh was buzzing with 
activity throughout the entire weekend.” 

A return event? 

Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon and GM Don Waddell have 
already said publicly they’re hoping to attract more events 
like the Stadium Series to Raleigh, and the sooner the better. 

“An outdoor game every five years is what we’re talking 
about,” Waddell told The News & Observer in the days 
following the event. “The Draft and the All-Star Game are 
great, but we’d like to get back into that, where the league 
makes a commitment to us every five years or something like 
that.” 

Such a commitment could be predicated on the city, county, 
PNC Arena authority and N.C. State all allowing Dundon to 
develop the 80 acres surrounding the arena, a project that is 
currently being discussed on a parallel track with the 
proposed renovations to the arena itself. 

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman has been a strong 
advocate for upgrades inside and outside the arena, and 
he’s dangled rewards in front of the Hurricanes before.  

In 2001, Bettman promised the Hurricanes an All-Star Game 
if the team met ticket-sales targets that spring. The 
successful campaign led directly to the 2011 All-Star Game 
at PNC, a rousing success that at the time cemented the 
Triangle’s status as a model non-traditional NHL market. The 
playoff drought that followed called that into question, until 
the team’s recent on-ice success and the Stadium Series 
game once again removed all doubt.  

“This is different,” Bettman told the N&O before the game. 
“This is bigger.”  

“We’re the best outdoor game market, at Carter-Finley,” 
Dundon told the N&O. “I think that’s what we all learned from 
that. Do the All-Star Game in Miami or Las Vegas, where the 
players want to go. But there’s no other market that has 
people tailgating all day long and has a perfect stadium right 
in their parking lot. This is what we are. It’s the perfect 
product for this market.”
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Hurricanes’ Jesperi Kotkaniemi grows into important role: ‘We know what we have here’ 

By Chip Alexander 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi is like a lot of his Carolina Hurricanes 
teammates this time of the season. 

There are still games to be played. There’s a division title to 
be won. You need to be productive, earn your salary, be a 
good pro, all that. 

But it’s hard not thinking ahead to the Stanley Cup playoffs 
and the possibilities for this Hurricanes team. 

“I think we can be No. 1, for sure,” Kotkaniemi said. “We’ve 
got all the keys for that. We’ve got really good four lines 
rolling, solid six D’s and great goalies. I don’t think there’s a 
bad part to our game.” 

That was said after a Canes practice last week. It was said 
before forward Andrei Svechnikov was lost to a season-
ending knee injury. 

Can the Canes still be No. 1? That remains to be seen. 
Svechnikov will be missed, but Kotkaniemi said “winning for 
Svechy” now is a big part of the team’s motivation.  

“We’re going to play for him,” Kotkaniemi said Tuesday, after 
sparking a 5-3 win over the Winnipeg Jets with two goals and 
an assist. “He’s the heart and soul of this team.” 

In the weeks leading up to the NHL trade deadline, some of 
the social-media banter centered on whether the Canes 
should go out and find a second-line center. Sebastian Aho 
anchors the top line and Jordan Staal centers the Canes’ 
checking line, but what about the second line? 

Kotkaniemi, the second-line center, heard all that. And when 
the deadline passed March 3 and the Canes made no such 
deals, he heard Don Waddell, the team’s president and 
general manager, say he was pleased with Kotkaniemi’s 
progress and confident he could handle it, in the regular 
season and the playoffs. 

“It feels great I get trust from there (management),” 
Kotkaniemi said. “It’s a big role to fill but I think I’m ready for 
it. 

“It’s been feeling good the last little while. I feel like all the 
lines are clicking pretty good for us, and we’re winning 
games and not giving up much to the other team. So I think it 
has been good.” 

Two days after the deadline, Kotkanimei and the Canes 
returned to PNC Arena from a two-game road trip and he 
had one of the best games of his NHL career with a goal and 
four assists. The five-point game — he topped his career 
high in assists — easily made him the game’s first star as the 
Hurricanes smacked the Lightning 6-0. 

Two nights later, Kotkaniemi was smiling — the 22-year-old 
Finn does a lot of that — just as broadly.  

The Canes were in Montreal and Kotkaniemi again hearing 
boos at the Bell Centre. That never figures to change after 
the brouhaha over the $6.1 million offer sheet the Canes 
made to Kotkaniemi in August 2021, the Canadiens not 
matching it and Kotkaniemi — the No. 3 overall pick in the 
2018 NHL draft — suddenly becoming a Hurricane. 

So there he was at the Bell Centre, boos and all, lining up for 
a shootout shot that would beat the Canadiens and complete 
a Hurricanes comeback victory. Kotkaniemi skated in on 
goalie Jake Allen, slapped his stick once on the ice, then 
zipped a shot that beat Allen high to the blocker side to win 
it. 

Why the stick slap? 

“I felt good at the moment,” he said. “It felt like a good idea to 
pull that out. Happy it worked.” 

Kotkaneimi lifted his right arm in celebration and wagged his 
index finger after the winning shot. 

Was he waving goodbye to Canadiens fans as they hit the 
exits? 

“No, no, no, that was just a reaction when you score,” he 
said, smiling again. 

Then again, he was the sixth shooter for Carolina in the 
shootout. Maybe he was waving at Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour, then leaving the bench, as a reminder that, um, 
maybe he could be used more in shootouts. 

“It could have been, it could have been,” Kotkaniemi joked. 

Kotkaniemi signed an eight-year, $38.56 million contract with 
the Canes, so there should be plenty of time for other 
chances. And Brind’Amour likes what he has seen this 
season from the 6-foot-2, 200-pound forward, whose job has 
been to replace Vincent Trocheck, a 21-goal scorer last year, 
as the second-line center. 

In 66 games this season, Kotkaniemi has a career-high 14 
goals along with 19 assists. He has a plus-11 plus/minus 
rating, has twice scored game-winning goals and won 52.6% 
of his faceoffs, doing his part to keep the Hurricanes in front 
in the Metropolitan Division.  

“He’s a young kid, and we know what we have here,” 
Brind’Amour said to reporters in Montreal. “It’s going to take 
a little time and we’ve seen a big growth this season already. 
I think he’s got another level to get to, but we’ve got a lot of 
confidence in him. 

“There’s no more pressure than what he went through here 
(in Montreal). But he’s got good players to play with and it’s 
about making each other better. He’s taken a nice huge step 
this year.” 

Kotkaniemi, who recently played his 300th NHL game, has 
been centering wingers Teuvo Teravainen and Martin Necas, 
which offers a nice contrast. 

On Teravainen, Kotkanimei said, “Whatever line he goes to, 
he sees guys really well and he’s really productive. He’s 
responsible in the D-zone. He has that Finnish mindset that 
defense comes first.” 

And Necas? Kotkaniemi could only shake his head when 
asked about that Necas speed and stickhandling. 

“He’s flying,” Kotkaniemi said, laughing. “I get behind real 
easily. It’s hard to catch up with him.” 
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But Kotkaniemi, who now has been the game’s first star 
twice since the trade deadline, seems to be catching up quite 
nicely.

 

 

 

Super 16: Golden Knights continue to climb rankings; Bruins still No. 1 

Rangers back in top 8; Lightning fall 4 spots 

The Vegas Golden Knights keep climbing in the NHL.com 
Super 16 rankings. 

Vegas is No. 4 this week, one spot up from last week and 
four from two weeks ago. The Golden Knights have won four 
consecutive games and seven of eight. 

The New York Rangers, winners of three of their past four (3-
0-1), are back in the top eight, No. 7 this week after falling to 
No. 10 last week. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning fell the furthest, down four spots to 
No. 10. 

All 16 teams ranked this week are currently in position to be 
in the Stanley Cup Playoffs, which will begin April 17. As they 
fight for position, some for first place and others for wild card 
spots, the one thing they're all worried about is injuries. 

The Carolina Hurricanes, No. 2, felt the sting of the injury 
bug this week with forward Andrei Svechnikov out for the rest 
of the regular season and playoffs because he needs 
surgery to repair a torn ACL in his right knee. 

The Colorado Avalanche, No. 11, also felt it with the injury to 
forward Artturi Lehkonen, who's out at least 4-6 weeks 
following surgery for a broken finger. 

Both are major blows to teams that believe they can contend 
for the Stanley Cup. The theme for the Super 16 this week is 
the one under-the-radar player each ranked team can ill 
afford to lose down the stretch of the regular season or in the 
playoffs. 

It's obvious the Edmonton Oilers would be crushed if they 
lost Connor McDavid and the Pittsburgh Penguins would feel 
the same blow if they lost Sidney Crosby, but there are so 
many players who aren't of the superstar variety that if they 
were to be out of the lineup their respective teams would be 
in quite the pickle. 

That's what each of the 13 participating staff members who 
contribute to the Super 16 touched on this week. 

As a reminder, to come up with the Super 16 each week, the 
13 voters put together their own version of what they think 
the rankings should look like. A point total assigned to each 

with the team selected first is given 16 points, second 15, 
third 14, and so on down the line. 

Here it is: 

1. BOSTON BRUINS (50-11-5) 

Total points: 208 
Last week: No. 1 

"The Bruins have struggled with losing defensemen over the 
past couple of seasons, losses that have led to earlier-than-
expected playoff exits. Last season, it was Hampus Lindholm 
and Charlie McAvoy, who each missed time in a seven-game 
loss to the Carolina Hurricanes in the Eastern Conference 
First Round. So, for under the radar, I'm going again with 
Lindholm. The defenseman has been a revelation this 
season, making the front office look smart for the trade that 
brought him to Boston before the 2022 NHL Trade Deadline 
and even smarter for signing him to an eight-year contract. 
Lindholm dealt with a foot injury over the weekend but 
returned with a goal and an assist Tuesday. He has 44 
points (nine goals, 35 assists) this season and is crucial for 
the Bruins' chances." -- Amalie Benjamin, staff writer  

2. CAROLINA HURRICANES (44-14-8) 

Total points: 188 
Last week: No. 2 

"The Hurricanes have already lost two important forwards to 
injuries with Svechnikov (torn ACL) and Max Pacioretty (torn 
Achilles) out for the season, so another injury would be 
devastating. But as far as under-the-radar forwards, Seth 
Jarvis has become a key for Carolina and will be even more 
important after the news this week about Svechnikov. In his 
second NHL season, the 21-year-old is tied for fifth on the 
Hurricanes with 33 points (13 goals, 20 assists) in 56 games. 
Jarvis had eight points (three goals, five assists) in 14 playoff 
games last season and will likely play a bigger role this 
postseason." -- Tom Gulitti, staff writer 

3. NEW JERSEY DEVILS (44-17-6) 

Total points: 181 
Last week: No. 4 

"The Devils cannot afford to lose any one of the critical 
pieces on defense. One such player who probably isn't given 
enough credit and would create a huge hole if unable to play 
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down the stretch is the steady influence of Jonas 
Siegenthaler. The 25-year-old has already set NHL career 
highs in goals (three), assists (15), points (18) and plus-
minus (plus-28), but he does more than that. Siegenthaler is 
usually paired with Dougie Hamilton, who is having a career 
season himself (NHL highs of 45 assists, 63 points and 25 
power-play points), but it's the former who's usually the one 
doing the work in his own end while allowing Hamilton to 
create offense off the transition. Siegenthaler ranks third on 
the Devils in average ice time (20:30), first in blocked shots 
(124) and fourth in hits (87). He's played 155:45 short-
handed, most on New Jersey, and is usually the player 
coach Lindy Ruff has on the ice against the opposing teams' 
top offensive units." -- Mike G. Morreale, staff writer 

4. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (42-20-6) 

Total points: 163 
Last week: No. 5 

"If healthy, Alec Martinez is a key, underappreciated piece 
for the Golden Knights. The veteran defenseman won the 
Stanley Cup twice with the Los Angeles Kings (2012, 2014). 
He leads the NHL in blocked shots with 207, 50 more than 
Moritz Seider of the Detroit Red Wings and Jacob Trouba of 
the Rangers. He averages 1:36 of ice time on the penalty kill, 
third on the Golden Knights. But unfortunately, that style 
takes a toll, and he has a history of injuries. What makes him 
valuable also creates a risk that Vegas could lose him from 
the lineup." -- Nicholas J. Cotsonika, columnist 

5. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (40-18-9) 

Total points: 161 
Last week: No. 3 

"The Maple Leafs seem to be in a comfortable position when 
it comes to securing a playoff berth and I'm not sure an injury 
to any one player would change that. But the one they need 
to be ready by that time is Ryan O'Reilly who, ironically, is 
out with a hand injury after being hit by an Auston Matthews 
shot in the second period of a 4-1 loss at the Vancouver 
Canucks on March 4. Kyle Dubas delivered the good news at 
the NHL general managers meetings Tuesday that the 
center would be back prior to the postseason. The Maple 
Leafs need him. Not only does he have five points (three 
goals, two assists) in eight games since being acquired in a 
trade with the St. Louis Blues, he brings the type of playoff 
pedigree Toronto has been lacking, a resume that includes a 
2019 Stanley Cup championship and Conn Smythe Trophy 
voted as most valuable player of the postseason. It's a 
testament to how he creates space on the ice in the playoffs, 
when there is very little out there." -- Mike Zeisberger, staff 
writer 

6. DALLAS STARS (37-18-13) 

Total points: 127 
Last week: No. 8 

"The Stars have gotten the expected scoring from Jason 
Robertson, who leads them with 85 points, and a rebound 
season from captain Jamie Benn, who's second with 65. But 
the unsung player they can't afford to lose, in my opinion, is 
Roope Hintz. Speedy and talented, Hintz is third on the Stars 
with 62 points (32 goals, 30 assists), leads them with three 
short-handed goals and is second with four game-winning 

goals behind Robertson's five. He may not garner the 
attention that Robertson, Benn, Tyler Seguin or Joe Pavelski 
do, but Hintz can do a little bit of everything. That's the player 
you love to have in the postseason." -- Tracey Myers, staff 
writer  

7. NEW YORK RANGERS (38-19-10) 

Total points: 118 
Last week: No. 10 

"Trouba is Rangers captain and an all-situations 
defenseman. Most important is the defenseman's presence 
on the ice as the one player who keeps the opposition 
honest. He's one of the premier hitters in the NHL and 
opponents know they better not skate through the middle of 
the ice with their head down when he's out there. That 
presence becomes an even bigger factor in the playoffs. 
Trouba's hit on Crosby in the first round last season changed 
that series. Trouba is also the Rangers' emotional leader and 
a major presence on their power play with his big shot from 
the point and penalty kill. He plays 5-on-5 with K'Andre 
Miller, and they serve as New York's shutdown pair. Losing 
Trouba would be a massive blow." -- Dan Rosen, senior 
writer 

8. LOS ANGELES KINGS (39-20-9) 

Total points: 109 
Last week: No. 7 

"With nine forwards reaching double-digit goals, the Kings 
are a versatile, well-balanced team. Sure, Kevin Fiala (68 
points) and Anze Kopitar (62) are the two biggest offensive 
stars. But to me, Adrian Kempe is the one whose playoff 
absence would be as equally devastating. Following his 35-
goal breakout season of 2021-22, the 26-year-old looks 
determined to set new NHL career highs. He leads Los 
Angeles in even-strength goals (21), power-play goals (nine), 
short-handed goals (two), total goals (32), shots (205), and 
plus-minus (plus-16). Thankfully, Kempe has not missed a 
game this season." -- Paul Strizhevsky, staff writer 

9. MINNESOTA WILD (39-21-8) 

Total points: 108 
Last week: No. 11 

"If you don't watch the Wild regularly, you likely have no idea 
how integral defenseman Jared Spurgeon is to their success. 
The captain plays big minutes in all situations and is the 
bedrock of an underrated defensive core for the Wild, who 
are still in contention for the Central Division title. Spurgeon 
plays more than 21 minutes a game and sees extensive time 
on a penalty kill that is in the top-third of the NHL. He also 
sees time on the power play, but his true value comes during 
5-on-5 play, where he can contribute offensively, but is also 
an elite shutdown defenseman, ranking fourth at the position 
with a plus-31 rating. There is an argument to be made that it 
would be harder to replace Spurgeon and his role that it has 
been to replace that of leading scorer Kirill Kaprizov (74 
points; 39 goals, 35 assists), a forward out since March 8." -- 
Shawn P. Roarke, senior director of editorial 
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10. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (40-22-6) 

Total points: 107 
Last week: No. 6 

"To me, the answer has been Anthony Cirelli for a while. 
Though Cirelli doesn't get the offensive numbers like some of 
his teammates -- he has 24 points (11 goals, 13 assists) in 
45 games -- in the playoffs and the run-up to the playoffs his 
signature defense that helps Tampa Bay contain offensively-
minded teams. He has come up big in the postseason, 
smothering opponents and ending up on the postgame 
podium as a crucial player. The assumption is that the big 
names will put up the numbers, but as much as the Lightning 
need Steven Stamkos, Nikita Kucherov and Victor Hedman, 
they need Cirelli." -- Benjamin 

11. COLORADO AVALANCHE (38-22-6) 

Total points: 90 
Last week: No. 9 

"Colorado has been ravaged with injuries all season. Among 
them, forward Gabriel Landeskog has yet to play, forward 
Darren Helm has been limited to two games and 
defenseman Cale Makar also missed time. Now, Artturi 
Lehkonen will be out 4-6 weeks with a broken finger. 
Lehkonen isn't among the stars but has set NHL career 
highs in goals (20), assists (29) and points (49) and does it 
all for Colorado. 'He's an all-situation guy, power play, 
penalty kill, 5-on-5, he's playing on our top line or top two 
lines every night,' coach Jared Bednar said Tuesday. 'When 
it comes to the competitiveness and the passion he plays 
with, he sets the bar for our team.' The Avalanche are going 
to miss Lehkonen." -- David Satriano, staff writer 

12. EDMONTON OILERS (37-23-8) 

Total points: 67 
Last week: No. 13 

"Accustomed to playing in the shadow of McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl for a while, Ryan Nugent-Hopkins has finally shined 
on his own this season. The 29-year-old forward is having, 
by far, his best NHL season with 31 goals and 82 points. For 
that reason, his loss in the last stretch would be a blow for 
the Oilers. Nugent-Hopkins is a big contributor to the most 
productive power play in the NHL (31.6 percent) with 12 
goals and 44 points -- third-best total in the League behind 
McDavid (59) and Draisaitl (50)." -- Robert Laflamme, 
LNH.com senior writer 

13. SEATTLE KRAKEN (37-23-7) 

Total points: 49 
Last week: No. 12 

"The Kraken have incredible depth; they lead the NHL with 
13 players with at least 10 goals. Although Vince Dunn has 
an NHL career-high 55 points and is plus-19, it's his defense 
partner, Adam Larsson, who Seattle can ill afford to lose. 
Larsson leads the Kraken in ice time per game (23:54) and 
plus-minus (plus-23). He also leads them in short-handed ice 
time per game (2:52), hits (181) and blocked shots (139). 
He's a big reason Seattle is on the verge of making the 
playoffs in its second NHL season." -- Satriano 

14. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (34-23-10) 

Total points: 41 
Last week: No. 15 

"Bryan Rust never seems to get a lot of attention when you 
talk about the Penguins, but he always seems to be involved 
in the biggest moments. He does the grunt work on the top 
line with Crosby and Jake Guentzel, digging out pucks on the 
walls and at the front of the net to help create scoring 
opportunities. He also is the only Penguins forward to play 
more than 2:00 per game on the power play (2:13) and more 
than 1:00 on the penalty kill (1:25). Though an injury to Rust 
wouldn't garner as much attention as it would if Crosby, 
Evgeni Malkin or Kris Letang were forced out of the lineup, 
removing all of what Rust does for the Penguins would 
definitely be a big setback in their quest for another Stanley 
Cup title." -- Adam Kimelman, deputy managing editor 

15. WINNIPEG JETS (38-27-3) 

Total points: 20 
Last week: No. 14 

"Adam Lowry never gets enough credit for his impact on the 
Jets. He's a third-line center who doesn't put up big numbers 
(28 points; eight goals, 20 assists in 68 games), but it's all 
the little things that he does that add up to make him 
valuable, a player Winnipeg can ill afford to lose if it wants to 
simply get into the playoffs, let alone worry about doing 
damage in the postseason. Lowry is the first option to take a 
defensive zone face-off; he's taken 465 this season and has 
won 44.1 percent of them and can defend well when he 
loses them. He typically will be matched up against the 
opponent's top forwards at even strength, a role he can 
handle. Lowry is a top penalty killer, leading Jets forwards 
with 2:19 of short-handed ice time per game and has four 
short-handed points (two goals, two assists). The Jets are 
fourth on the penalty kill (82.9 percent), and Lowry is a huge 
part of that. He creates chaos for the opponent when he's on 
the ice." -- Rosen 

16. NEW YORK ISLANDERS (35-27-8) 

Total points: 16 
Last week: No. 16 

"Ryan Pulock should probably have more points at this stage 
of the season than his 22 (three goals, 19 assists) in 70 
games, but the defenseman is essential to any success the 
Islanders may have should they qualify for the postseason. 
Pulock is a steady presence on the back end and has a 
booming shot at his disposal when he wants to use it. He's 
an integral part of New York's core." -- Brian Compton, 
managing editor 

Others receiving points: Nashville Predators 14, Buffalo 
Sabres 1 

Dropped out: None 

  

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  

1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. 
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New York Rangers; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Colorado Avalanche; 
9. Los Angeles Kings; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 12. Seattle Kraken; 13. Pittsburgh Penguins; 14. 
Edmonton Oilers; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. Winnipeg Jets 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
Los Angeles Kings; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Minnesota Wild; 9. 
New York Rangers; 10. Tampa Bay Lightning; 11. Edmonton 
Oilers; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. Seattle Kraken; 14. 
Nashville Predators; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. New York 
Islanders 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Los Angeles Kings; 9. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Colorado 
Avalanche; 12. Seattle Kraken; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Winnipeg Jets; 16. Nashville 
Predators 

TOM GULITTI  

1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Los Angeles Kings; 8. Dallas Stars; 9. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Colorado 
Avalanche; 12. Seattle Kraken; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Winnipeg Jets; 16. Nashville 
Predators 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. New Jersey Devils; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 6. 
Dallas Stars; 7. Vegas Golden Knights; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. Colorado Avalanche; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. 
Edmonton Oilers; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. New York 
Islanders; 14. Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 
16. Seattle Kraken 

ROBERT LAFLAMME  

1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
Dallas Stars; 7. Los Angeles Kings; 8. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
9. New York Rangers; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Colorado 
Avalanche; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Seattle Kraken; 14. 
Winnipeg Jets; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. Nashville 
Predators 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 6. 
New Jersey Devils; 7. Los Angeles Kings; 8. Minnesota Wild; 
9. Dallas Stars; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 11. New York 
Rangers; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Seattle Kraken; 14. 

Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Winnipeg Jets; 16. New York 
Islanders 

TRACEY MYERS  

1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
Dallas Stars; 7. Los Angeles Kings; 8. Minnesota Wild; 9. 
New York Rangers; 10. Tampa Bay Lightning; 11. Colorado 
Avalanche; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Seattle Kraken; 14. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. New York Islanders; 16. Nashville 
Predators 

SHAWN P. ROARKE  

1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
Colorado Avalanche; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. Dallas Stars; 9. 
Edmonton Oilers; 10. Tampa Bay Lightning; 11. New York 
Rangers; 12. Seattle Kraken; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 14. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Winnipeg Jets; 16. Buffalo Sabres 

DAN ROSEN  

1. Boston Bruins; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Minnesota Wild; 6. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. New York Rangers; 9. Los 
Angeles Kings; 10. Tampa Bay Lightning; 11. Edmonton 
Oilers; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. Pittsburgh Penguins; 14. 
Nashville Predators; 15. New York Islanders; 16. Seattle 
Kraken 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. 
Minnesota Wild; 7. Vegas Golden Knights; 8. Los Angeles 
Kings; 9. New York Rangers; 10. Tampa Bay Lightning; 11. 
Colorado Avalanche; 12. Seattle Kraken; 13. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 14. New York Islanders; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. 
Winnipeg Jets 

PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 

1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
Los Angeles Kings; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. New York Rangers; 9. 
Minnesota Wild; 10. Tampa Bay Lightning; 11. Colorado 
Avalanche; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Seattle Kraken; 14. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. Winnipeg 
Jets 

MIKE ZEISBERGER  

1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. New York 
Rangers; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Colorado 
Avalanche; 9. Edmonton Oilers; 10. Los Angeles Kings; 11. 
Dallas Stars; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Pittsburgh Penguins; 
14. New York Islanders; 15. Seattle Kraken; 16. Winnipeg 
Jets
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How losing Andrei Svechnikov impacts Hurricanes' Stanley Cup hopes 

How does Svechnikov's season-ending injury affect the 
playoff landscape in the East? 

By Adam Vingan 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ worst fears were confirmed on 
Tuesday when they announced that star forward Andrei 
Svechnikov will undergo season-ending knee surgery. The 
loss of Svechnikov is a huge blow for the Hurricanes, who 
have been one of the most dominant teams in the NHL this 
season. 

"I hate it for him, more than anything,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour told reporters Tuesday. "He’s worked so hard to 
get to this point of the year, when it’s fun, and he’s not going 
to be able to be a part of it here going forward.” 

Svechnikov, who finished his season with 23 goals and 55 
points in 64 games, was a key part of the Hurricanes’ attack, 
ranking at or near the top of several offensive categories. 

Svechnikov is the second Hurricanes top-six forward to 
suffer a major injury this season. They are also without 
proven scorer Max Pacioretty, who played just five games in 
January before re-tearing his Achilles tendon and ending up 
back on injured reserve. 

This poses a dilemma for the Hurricanes, who, despite 
boasting a league-leading 58.4 xGF% at even strength, are 
not great at putting the puck in the net. Their 4.8 true 
shooting percentage in all situations is tied for 27th — 
second-worst among teams in playoff position. (The 
Minnesota Wild are tied for 29th.) 

Unlike their rivals at the top of the Eastern Conference, the 
Hurricanes did not add much up front at the trade deadline, 

acquiring Jesse Puljujarvi from the Edmonton Oilers. (They 
went after Timo Meier but were beat out by the New Jersey 
Devils, who trail them by two points in the Metropolitan 
Division.) 

Puljujarvi took Svechnikov’s spot on the left side of the 
Hurricanes’ top line alongside Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis 
on Tuesday against the Winnipeg Jets. They controlled 29.7 
per cent of expected goals at even strength in 11:42 of ice 
time, though only one of their nine faceoffs came in the 
offensive zone. By comparison, Svechnikov, Aho and Jarvis 
controlled 70.7 per cent of expected goals when on the ice 
this season. 

Aho, who already does so much to drive the Hurricanes’ 
offence, will now have to take on an even larger role. His 
11.4 offence-generating plays per 20 minutes are tied for 
sixth-most in the league with Auston Matthews and David 
Pastrnak. Martin Necas will also be counted on to score 
more goals, which he is capable of doing. 

The Hurricanes’ ace in the hole is their defence, which is the 
best in the league at suppressing quality scoring chances 
(2.24 expected goals against per game). But will that be 
enough to get past the high-octane teams that the 
Hurricanes could face in the playoffs? 

It will take a collective effort to replace Svechnikov’s 
contributions. 

“It’s 20 guys. It’s not one guy. I can tell you that,” 
Brind’Amour said. “If we think one guy is going to do it, it 
wouldn’t have mattered anyway. It was never about one guy. 
It just makes it a little harder.”
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NHL Power Rankings: Bruins Are In, Sharks Are Out 

The NHL power rankings feature the Boston Bruins being the 
first to clinch a playoff spot and the San Jose Sharks being 
the first team eliminated. 

By Jason Chen 

With the playoff picture becoming clearer – sorry, Sens fans, 
I think this might be it – there won’t be a lot of movement in 
the NHL power rankings for the rest of the season. 

That’s natural – with the finish line a month away, we’ve got 
a pretty good read on just about every team. Only injuries 
and winning (or losing) streaks will significantly impact the 
standings. 

In the East, given the Sabres and Sens have faltered a little 
bit, the wild-card race will likely come down to the Penguins, 
Islanders and Panthers. The three teams in the two divisions 
are also likely set – the only battles that remain will be for the 
Metro Division title, where the banged-up Hurricanes need to 
hold off the Devils, and the Lightning and Leafs will battle for 
home-ice advantage in preparation for their first-round 
matchup. 

In the West, the division titles are all up for grabs – especially 
the Central – but it’s pretty clear which eight teams will make 
the playoffs. The only surprise that remains may be the 
Predators, who are 7-2-1 in their past 10 and somehow 
winning more games after injuries to Filip Forsberg and Ryan 
Johansen and having traded a few of their key veterans.  

Here are this week’s THN power rankings.  

(All fancy stats are 5-on-5 and courtesy naturalstattrick.com. 
CF% stands for Corsi For Percentage and xGF% represents 
Expected Goals For Percentage.) 

1. Boston Bruins (50-11-5, +100. CF% league rank: 15, 
xGF% league rank: 5) 

Losing consecutive games for just the second time this 
season wasn’t so bad, considering they became the fastest 
team to win 50 games and the first team to clinch a playoff 
spot. But they have fallen off the pace to set the record for 
most points in a season, so I guess they really are overrated, 
eh? 

2. Toronto Maple Leafs (40-18-8, +47. CF%: 13, xGF%: 7) 

Not much action for the Leafs, but they did assert their 
dominance as the top Canadian team with a win over the 
Oilers. Key question for them: are we sure Matt Murray is the 
right choice over Ilya Samsonov? 

3. Vegas Golden Knights (42-20-6, +34. CF%: 23, xGF%: 
13) 

The Knights are on a tear with four straight wins and seven 
of their past eight. They still haven’t really missed a beat 
despite being on their fourth starter in Jonathan Quick, who’s 
4-0-0 with the Knights. As it stands, the Knights and Kings 
will face each other in the second round of the playoffs if they 
advance.  

4. New Jersey Devils (44-17-6, +55. CF%: 4, xGF%: 2) 

Their defense improved, allowing just one goal against the 
Habs and Canes, but came out flat against the Lightning. It’s 
only the first round, so we’ll see how the Devils bounce back 
when they face them again on Thursday.  

5. Carolina Hurricanes (44-14-8, +54. CF%: 1, xGF%: 1) 

Oof. The Canes take a tumble after getting shut out in back-
to-back games against the Knights and Devils, and then lose 
Andrei Svechnikov for the season. Did their Cup aspirations 
just go up in smoke? 

6. Dallas Stars (37-18-13, +51. CF%: 12, xGF%: 12) 

A road loss to the Canucks was understandable – it was their 
third road game in four nights, and third-string Matt Murray 
(no, not that one) drew the start. Winning the Central will be 
vital because it avoids a potential first-round matchup against 
the Avs. 

7. Los Angeles Kings (39-20-9, +10. CF%: 6, xGF%: 9) 

Good thing Joonas Korpisalo has been excellent for the 
Kings because otherwise, they may never live down the fact 
they traded away their greatest goalie in franchise history. 
Korpisalo and Pheonix Copley have yet to allow more than 
two goals in March.  

8. New York Rangers (38-19-10, +33. CF%: 17, xGF%: 20) 

They’ve won three of their past four, but they needed extra 
time to win two of them. It looks like they’re starting to find 
their rhythm after adding Vladimir Tarasenko and Patrick 
Kane, and they have an upcoming two-game series against 
the Pens.  

9. Minnesota Wild (38-21-8, +17. CF%: 19, xGF%: 16) 

Should’ve known better than to bet against the Coyotes at 
home. Otherwise, the Wild have been very good and have 
not lost in regulation since Feb. 15 against the Avs. It’s still a 
pretty tough schedule coming up, and so far, they’ve done a 
good job of generating offense sans Kirill Kaprizov.  

10. Edmonton Oilers (37-23-8, +34. CF%: 9, xGF%: 6) 

Connor McDavid is setting all sorts of records, but we must 
give credit where credit is due – Ken Holland made some 
good moves this season, and perhaps none may be bigger 
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than acquiring Mattias Ekholm. No team should be more 
feared in the Pacific, even though they’re sitting third.  

11. Colorado Avalanche (37-22-6, +29. CF%: 7, xGF%: 15) 

Injuries, man. Artturi Lehkonen may miss the remainder of 
the regular season due to a broken finger, and it’s amazing 
how the Avs are still in contention for the division title despite 
their poor injury luck.  

12. Winnipeg Jets (38-27-3, +18. CF%: 16, xGF%: 17) 

“I’m free… free fallin’…” Tom Petty’s classic rings through 
my ears. Despite winning two of their three games through 
the old Southeast Division, the Jets are 4-8-2 since Feb. 16 
when their slump started, third-worst in the league in points 
percentage. Kyle Connor, Mark Scheifele and Nino 
Niederreiter combined for a minus-11 rating, and Mason 
Appleton (!) led their forwards in ice time Tuesday against 
the Canes.  

13. Tampa Bay Lightning (40-22-6, +30. CF%: 11, xGF%: 
10) 

It’s been better going 3-1-1 in their past five, including a key 
win against the Devils. The Lightning’s record makes a good 
argument to put them higher in the rankings, but relative to 
expectations, their play has been subpar. We’ll see if they 
can flip the switch in April.  

14. Seattle Kraken (37-23-7, +18. CF%: 5, xGF%: 18) 

The Kraken’s three-game losing streak is the sixth (!) such 
losing streak of their season. They win in bunches and lose 
in bunches, and right now, it’s the latter. They must head into 
the post-season with some momentum. Otherwise, it’s going 
to be a short playoff run.  

15. New York Islanders (34-27-8, +6. CF%: 21, xGF%: 23) 

They’ve scored just three goals in their past two games, 
though their win against the Pens last Thursday gave them 
some breathing room. Bo Horvat has been an excellent 
acquisition, but they have no chance unless Mathew Barzal 
and Jean-Gabriel Pageau return.  

16. Pittsburgh Penguins (34-23-10, +5. CF%: 8, xGF%: 8) 

No Dmitry Kulikov, and now potentially no Jeff Petry and Jan 
Rutta. Tristan Jarry’s hip is reportedly still an issue, and 
they’re also playing the other Nylander in their top six to try 
to balance things out. Good luck!  

17. Florida Panthers (33-27-7, +3. CF%: 3, xGF%: 4) 

THN colleague Mike Stephens liked to call them the 
‘Fraudida Panthers’ last season, but hey, maybe being the 
underdog is better for them. They’re three points out of a 
wild-card spot, and the Isles and Pens are dealing with 
injuries to key players. Can Sergei Bobrovsky get on the 
case and pull it together? 

18. Buffalo Sabres (33-28-5, +3. CF%: 10, xGF%: 22) 

Too little, too late? Wins against the Leafs and Lightning 
were impressive, but they were also their only wins in their 
past eight games, and the Stars put up 10 goals against 
them. Their schedule down the stretch, even with two games 
against Philly, will not be easy, either.  

19. Nashville Predators (34-24-7, -2. CF%: 22, xGF%: 21) 

Since Feb. 1, Tommy Novak has led the Preds in scoring 
with 17 points in 15 games, and rookie Luke Evangelista has 
made an immediate impact. They’ve been better after the 
trade deadline and sit four points out of a wild-card spot with 
three games in hand against the Jets. The Smashville wagon 
is back.  

20. Vancouver Canucks (29-32-5, -26. CF%: 24, xGF%: 24) 

The return of Thatcher Demko, a coaching bump from Rick 
Tocchet and a soft schedule… as is tradition, the Canucks 
will make a too-late run and finish too high in the standings to 
land a top-10 pick. That’s not how this is supposed to work, 
but this team has always been full of contradictions. Case in 
point, they have the league’s worst penalty kill, but J.T. Miller 
and Elias Pettersson are tied for the league lead in 
shorthanded goals, and all of them basically came in the past 
two weeks.  

21. Washington Capitals (32-29-7, +6. CF%: 18, xGF%: 19) 

It’s the Rasmus Sandin show in D.C., and it’s been fun 
watching him blossom since he wouldn’t have gotten the 
same opportunities had he stayed with the Leafs. Sandin and 
Trevor van Riemsdyk are the only two Caps D-men 
averaging over 20 minutes per game since the trade 
deadline.  

22. Ottawa Senators (33-30-4, -8. CF%: 14, xGF%: 14) 

Four losses in their past five games and a Mads Sogaard-
Kevin Mandolese tandem are basically the death knell for 
their playoff hopes this season. Valiant effort, and hey, at 
least you got Jakob Chychrun for cheap!  

23. Arizona Coyotes (25-32-11, -48. CF%: 30, xGF%: 30) 

They have no business being as good as they’ve been this 
season, buoyed by the excellent Clayton Keller – Barrett 
Hayton – Nick Schmaltz line. They’ve won four of their past 
five, their best stretch since early November, and used three 
different goalies during that span.  

24. Calgary Flames (30-24-14, +1. CF%: 2, xGF%: 3) 

Maybe they should be ranked higher based on their record, 
but does any team make playing hockey seem more like a 
chore than the Flames?! There’s absolutely no joy in this 
group.  

25. Detroit Red Wings (30-28-9, -19. CF%: 27, xGF%: 26) 

It was actually kind of impressive they split the back-to-back 
against the Bruins, but they’ve had a ton of trouble scoring 
lately. Since they started slumping on Feb. 25, they’re 
averaging just 2.10 goals per game. Only the Flyers have 
been worse.  

26. St. Louis Blues (29-32-5, -37. CF%: 26, xGF%: 28) 

I’m waiting for Jordan Binnington to go after someone again. 
I know it’s coming. I can feel it.  

27. Anaheim Ducks (22-35-10, -99. CF%: 31, xGF%: 32) 

Not too bad lately, considering they’ve gone 5-1-3, so I’ll 
continue to refrain from sharing duck recipes. Let’s not 
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forget, however, that they’re still one of the worst defensive 
teams ever in the cap era.  

28. Chicago Blackhawks (23-38-6, -68. CF%: 32, xGF%: 31) 

They’ve lost seven of their past nine, though that included a 
win against the Bruins on Tuesday, which will surely be their 
highlight for the next five years unless they land Connor 
Bedard. In the meantime, enjoy Taylor Raddysh’s hot streak, 
as he's scored six goals in six games, making him the only 
Blackhawk to score 20 goals this season.  

29. Montreal Canadiens (27-35-6, -58. CF%: 28, xGF%: 29) 

A win against the Pens on Tuesday ended a seven-game 
losing streak, but the entertainment factor is still high with the 
Habs. Kudos if you can name five forwards in their lineup 
right now.  

30. Philadelphia Flyers (24-32-11, -50. CF%: 25, xGF%: 25) 

“We haven’t made enough plays and we probably won’t the 
rest of the year.” No one speaks the truth as brutally as John 
Tortorella. The Flyers have scored three goals or more just 
three times in their past 15 games.  

31. Columbus Blue Jackets (21-38-7, -74. CF%: 29, xGF%: 
27) 

How kind of Johnny Gaudreau to pour five points against the 
Sharks and let them take first place from the bottom.  

32. San Jose Sharks (19-36-13, -65. CF%: 20, xGF%: 11) 

The Sharks have won just six times in regulation in 2023 and 
became the first team to be eliminated from playoff 
contention. It's actually kind of insane we're awarding the 
Norris to a player on the league's worst team. I hope they got 
enough in return for Timo Meier!

 

 

About Last Night: KK and the Jets 

The Canes’ offense came back to life at home Tuesday 
night, led by a standout effort from Jesperi Kotkaniemi. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes — fresh off two shutouts and eight 
scoreless periods of hockey — found their offense once 
again Tuesday night, beating the Winnipeg Jets 5-3 in PNC 
Arena to get back to their winning ways.  

The win was a needed morale boost for the Canes and their 
fans, as Andrei Svechnikov was ruled out for the season with 
a knee injury to compound the pain of the recent offensive 
drought. But led by Jesperi Kotkaniemi, the Hurricanes 
helped fans forget about that for a little bit Tuesday.  

About last night: 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s night 

Kotkaniemi scored two goals for the Hurricanes Tuesday 
night, a wraparound effort in the second period and an empty 
netter late. With those two goals, Kotkaniemi has 14 on the 
season, a new career high for the Finn who also sits at a 
career high 33 points.  

And those totals are thanks to a couple of fantastic games 
over the past couple weeks. On March 5, Kotkaniemi had 
five points in a thrilling win over the Lightning. Now 10 days 
later, Kotkaniemi registered three points and two goals 
against the Jets, his first multi-goal effort of the season and 
his second game with three or more points (the first being 
that Tampa game, of course).  

And beyond just the scoring, Kotkaniemi was notable across 
the board Tuesday night. He had a team-high four hits in the 
game, and also led the team in expected goals, chances for 

and high-danger chances for. He was noticeable from the 
very first period, playing well alongside Martin Necas and 
Teuvo Teravainen once again for a line that had double the 
Corsi for of any other Carolina forward line Tuesday night.  

His numbers aren’t staggering by any means, but Kotkaniemi 
is putting together a pretty strong season in his second year 
in Carolina. He’s shown in bursts what he’s capable of, and 
Tuesday night he helped lift a team that needed some lifting.  

Blue liners scoring...again 

The Canes needed a goal or two, and once again it was 
Carolina’s defensemen that provided that. Jaccob Slavin got 
things started in the first period, netting the Hurricanes’ first 
goal in nearly 200 minutes of play to make things 1-0.  

Then early in the second period, Brady Skjei scored to make 
it a 2-1 Hurricanes’ lead, his 13th goal of the season.  

At this point, it’s been very well documented just how deadly 
Carolina’s blue line has been in contributing to the offensive 
play. But Tuesday night the team desperately needed some 
goals, and it was the guys in the back that helped light the 
spark.  

Some fourth-line magic 

The best teams need production from all four lines, and the 
Canes got that lift from their fourth line Tuesday night.  

The fourth unit of Derek Stepan, Stefan Noesen and Jack 
Drury — playing his first game with the NHL squad since 
December — led the Canes’ forward units in CF%, creating 
three high-danger chances while scoring a goal in just 7:33 
on the ice at 5-on-5.  
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Drury was the goal scorer, giving the Hurricanes a needed 
insurance goal in the third period to extend things to a 4-2 
lead.  

Additionally, Noesen had the assist on that one to set a new 
career high in points, while also stepping up and fighting 
after a rough hit injured Jordan Martinook.  

The fourth unit played well Tuesday, and they contributed in 
a big way to the win.

 

Metropolitan Division Weekly Roundup: The Final 30 Days of the Season 

The Carolina Hurricanes re-extended their lead to two points 
with a game in hand over the New Jersey Devils for the top 
spot in the Metropolitan Division. 

By Zeke Lukow 

1. Carolina Hurricanes: 96 Points (44-14-8) 

The Carolina Hurricanes road to the Stanley Cup got much 
harder yesterday after the team announced that Andrei 
Svechnikov would be undergoing knee surgery and as such 
will miss the rest of the season and playoffs.  

The initial news was that it was an ACL tear and if that is the 
case he might not even be ready for the start of the 2023-24 
season.  

Even with the Canes holding a two point lead in the 
Metropolitan Division and a game in hand, their road is still 
difficult. 

The timing of the injury could not have been worse. Just 
eight days after the trade deadline, the Canes now don’t 
have any way to try to replace him with another NHL player. 
Say what you will about the Canes deadline strategy, but no 
one plans for one of their best players getting hurt, and 
anything otherwise is hindsight 20/20. 

Jack Drury was called up from the Chicago Wolves to 
replace Svechnikov’s roster spot. He centered the fourth line 
with Paul Stastny as the healthy scratch on Tuesday, where 
he also scored his first goal of the season.  

2. New Jersey Devils: 94 Points (44-17-6) 

Since the New Jersey Devils struggles in December which 
featured a six-game losing streak, they have not lost 
consecutive games. They have a record of 21-6-4 in 2023.  

The NHL schedule usually always has its quirks, but one of 
the strangest features this year is that multiple teams are 
playing one team three times in the span of a week and a 
half. Two are the Rangers and the Penguins, and another is 
the Devils and the Tampa Bay Lightning. The Devils lost to 
the Lightning last night 4-1 and will play them again on 
Thursday and Sunday. All three of their games against 
Tampa come in one week. 

Looking forward, the Devils only play one more road game 
than they have home games. They also have an easier 
remaining strength of schedule compared to the Hurricanes. 
The Hurricanes’ remaining opponents have a projected 
points of 93.9, while the Devils’ opponents have a 92.8 
projection according to The Athletic. There are four teams 
between them in strength of schedule.  

3. New York Rangers: 86 Points (38-19-10) 

With a goal on Sunday against the Pittsburgh Penguins, 
Chris Kreider has now scored the sixth most goals in New 
York Rangers history. His 257 goals puts him five behind Vic 
Hafield for fifth and 149 behind franchise leader Rod Gilbert’s 
franchise leading 406. While he hasn’t replicated his 52 goal 
season from last year, he has been a model of consistency 
scoring 20 or more goals in eight of his 11 seasons.  

Two of those seasons were his first two seasons in the NHL 
and the last time he failed to score 20 was back in the 2017-
18 season where he only played 58 games. This season, he 
is on pace to score 35 goals, which would bump his total to 
264. With four more seasons under contract, he would have 
to average 35.5 goals per season to catch Gilbert.  

His new linemate, Patrick Kane, is only 403 away after 
scoring his first three goals as a Ranger over the last week. 

4. Pittsburgh Penguins: 78 Points (34-23-10) 

The Pittsburgh Penguins have been hit with the injury bug as 
two of their three trade deadline acquisitions, Nick Bonino 
and Dmitry Kulikov, are both out week-to-week. Bonino 
suffered a lacerated kidney on Thursday against the New 
York Islanders and was hospitalized until Saturday. Kulikov 
was injured on Sunday against the New York Rangers when 
he was struck by a puck. P.O. Joseph replaced Kulikov in the 
lineup on the third pairing with Jan Rutta last night. 

The Penguins other deadline acquisition, Mikael Granlund, 
earned a two-point performance on Saturday. He had a goal 
and an assist in a 5-1 win over the Philadelphia Flyers. 
Granlund assisted on the opening goal of the game as well 
as scoring the final goal of the game. On a two-on-one he 
decided to shoot the puck and beat Carter Hart. He has been 
centering the third-line with Drew O’Connor and Rickard 
Rakell. 

5. New York Islanders: 76 Points (34-27-8) 

The New York Islanders activated John-Gabriel Pageau from 
injured reserve yesterday afternoon. Pageau has been out 
since February 11th and has missed 12 games in that time. 
He has provided some much needed offense for the Isles 
with 10 goals and 19 assists in his 56 appearances this 
season. The Islanders rank just 23rd in offense production 
with 2.88 goals per game. In his return he scored one of the 
Isles two goals against the Kings while centering the third 
line. 

Cal Clutterbuck also returned to the Isles lineup on Saturday. 
It was his first action since January 19th. He logged 12:36 in 
ice time and was shuffled up and down the lineup all night as 
he gets his footing back. He has just four goals and four 
assists in 36 games played this season. Even without 
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Clutterbuck, Pageau, and Mathew Barzal the team had a 6-
2-1 record. 

6. Washington Capitals: 71 Points (32-29-7) 

The Capitals re-signed former Carolina Hurricanes 
defenseman Trevor van Riemsdyk to a three-year, $9 million 
contract. Van Riemsdyk is averaging 19:03 of ice time this 
season but has seen his minute share grow over the last two 
months to 21:03. This season he has scored seven goals 
and 21 points, both career bests. He is just three assists shy 
of breaking his high-water mark in that category as well. 

His contract is set to expire at the end of the 2025-26 season 
which is a pivotal year for the Caps. That is the same end 
date as Alex Ovechkin, Sonny Milano, Nick Jensen, and 
John Carlson. Only two players are signed past the 25-26 
season, Darcy Keumper and Dylan Strome. The Caps now 
have their top-four set with $7.3 million of projected cap 
space this offseason. They have three pending RFA’s on the 
blue line and two forward openings they will have to fill.  

7. Philadelphia Flyers: 59 Points (24-32-11) 

Not moving James van Riemsdyk at the deadline proved to 
be the death knell for GM Chuck Fletcher. The Flyers fired 
their former GM last Friday and named former player, Daniel 
Briere, as their interim GM. Briere is believed to be the front 
runner for the full time position, so they elevated him to the 
top position as early as possible to give him more time ahead 
of the draft. Briere mentioned that it will be a multi-year 

process to get the Flyers where they want to be, but also 
dispelled any possibilities of a full on fire sale.  

While Fletcher had many questionable moves it should be 
remembered that he was always pressured to be in “win-
now” mode. That desperation lead to the Rasmus 
Ristolainen and Tony DeAngelo trades. Also, two of his big 
acquisitions, Ryan Ellis and Cam Atkinson, were immediately 
hampered by injuries and they were simply unable to come 
back from those losses. It seems Briere will have a longer 
leash now that ownership is more on board with a “re-tool” 
strategy. 

8. Columbus Blue Jackets: 49 Points (20-38-7) 

Cole Sillinger was a breakout rookie last year for the 
Columbus Blue Jackets, but is experiencing an all-time 
sophomore slump. He hasn’t scored a goal since November 
17th and is currently centering the third line. This season he 
has just two goals, which is down from 16 he had in his 
rookie season. He is averaging about an assist per month 
with his only multiple assist month coming in October. His 
seven assists are also down from his 15 last season. 

The Blue Jackets recalled goaltender Danill Tarasov on an 
emergency basis ahead of their four-game six-day west 
coast road trip. Tarasov was called up to replace goaltender 
Elvis Merzlikins, who returned home to Latvia due to the 
death of his grandmother and he does not have a timeline for 
returning. In 12 games this season Tarasov has a .908 sv% 
and a 3.28 GAA with a 2-9-1 record.

  

  

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article273191155.html#storylink=mainstage_card 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article273021265.html#storylink=mainstage_lead 

https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-march-16/c-342278368 
https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/how-losing-andrei-svechnikov-impacts-hurricanes-stanley-cup-hopes/ 

https://thehockeynews.com/news/nhl-power-rankings-bruins-are-in-sharks-are-out 
https://www.canescountry.com/2023/3/15/23640934/about-last-night-kk-and-the-jets 

https://www.canescountry.com/2023/3/15/23640788/metropolitan-division-weekly-roundup-the-final-30-days-of-the-season-hurricanes-devils-
rangers 
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NHL Stadium Series outdoor hockey game brought serious money to 
Triangle, report says 

 

BY STAFF REPORT 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes gained some national and international visibility 
when it hosted the 2023 NHL Stadium Series game at N.C. State’s 
Carter-Finley Stadium last month. 

The event, attended by 57,000 people, also added some serious cash to 
local coffers. 

The Feb. 18 game between the Hurricanes and Washington Capitals 
generated $13.6 million in total economic impact, according to figures 
released Wednesday by Visit Raleigh. 

“We could not be prouder of the efforts of so many people in putting on 
an unforgettable week and weekend in Raleigh,” Hurricanes Chief 
Marketing Officer Mike Forman said in a news release. “The Carolina 
Hurricanes brand was on full display to national and global audiences to 
rave reviews from those who attended the week’s events or tuned in from 
afar.” 

The full NHL Stadium Series weekend generated $20.1 million in total 
economic impact, Visit Raleigh reported. For statistical reporting 
purposes, that included the Hurricanes’ home game against the Montreal 
Canadiens on Thursday, Hurricanes FanFest and the Hootie & the 
Blowfish concert on Friday, the Stadium Series game and NHL PreGame 
official fan festival on Saturday, and the men’s basketball game between 
UNC and NC State on Sunday. 

“The NHL Stadium Series provided an incredible economic boost to our 
region,” Dennis Edwards, President & CEO of Visit Raleigh, said in the 
release. “Raleigh was buzzing with activity throughout the entire 
weekend.” 

A RETURN EVENT? 

Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon and GM Don Waddell have already said 
publicly they’re hoping to attract more events like the Stadium Series to 
Raleigh, and the sooner the better. 

“An outdoor game every five years is what we’re talking about,” Waddell 
told The News & Observer in the days following the event. “The Draft and 
the All-Star Game are great, but we’d like to get back into that, where the 
league makes a commitment to us every five years or something like 
that.” 

Such a commitment could be predicated on the city, county, PNC Arena 
authority and N.C. State all allowing Dundon to develop the 80 acres 
surrounding the arena, a project that is currently being discussed on a 
parallel track with the proposed renovations to the arena itself. 

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman has been a strong advocate for 
upgrades inside and outside the arena, and he’s dangled rewards in front 
of the Hurricanes before. 

In 2001, Bettman promised the Hurricanes an All-Star Game if the team 
met ticket-sales targets that spring. The successful campaign led directly 
to the 2011 All-Star Game at PNC, a rousing success that at the time 
cemented the Triangle’s status as a model non-traditional NHL market. 
The playoff drought that followed called that into question, until the 
team’s recent on-ice success and the Stadium Series game once again 
removed all doubt. 

“This is different,” Bettman told the N&O before the game. “This is 
bigger.” 

“We’re the best outdoor game market, at Carter-Finley,” Dundon told the 
N&O. “I think that’s what we all learned from that. Do the All-Star Game 
in Miami or Las Vegas, where the players want to go. But there’s no 
other market that has people tailgating all day long and has a perfect 
stadium right in their parking lot. This is what we are. It’s the perfect 
product for this market.” 

Columnist Luke DeCock and Deputy Regional Sports Editor Justin 
Pelletier contributed to this story. 
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Avalanche edge out Maple Leafs in shootout 

 

MARTY KLINKENBERG 

 

The Maple Leafs went toe to toe with the Stanley Cup champions for 65 
minutes on Wednesday before losing to the Avalanche 2-1 in a shootout 
at Scotiabank Arena. 

Nathan MacKinnon scored the lone shootout goal in three shots against 
Ilya Samsonov; Toronto was unable to beat Alexandar Georgiev in its 
three. 

It was the second of two matchups between the teams this season. 
Toronto won the first 6-2 on New Year’s Eve in Colorado. 

The Maple Leafs are 40-18-9 and far in arrears of Boston and three 
points ahead of Tampa Bay for second in the Atlantic Division. The Avs 
are 38-22-6 and third in the Central Division. 

Colorado had won 10 of its past 14 and is 18-5-3 over its past 26. It has 
also won six of the past seven on the road. 

The Avalanche had a tough start to the 2022-23 campaign thanks in part 
to a slew of injuries to top players, including MacKinnon, fellow forward 
Valeri Nichushkin, defencemen Cale Makar, Bowen Byram, Josh Manson 
and a host of others. The team’s captain, Gabriel Landeskog, had knee 
surgery and has yet to play. 

“It has been a challenge this year,” Jared Bednar, the Avalanche’s head 
coach, said following Wednesday’s morning skate. Colorado won the 
Cup final over the Lightning in six games last summer. It was its third 
league championship and first since 2001. “Getting ready to play to the 
same level as the year before right out of the gate is difficult. 
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“I feel we were pretty comfortable where we were at but we were not 
pushing as hard as we could have. Hopefully our best hockey is yet to 
come and we can get healthier than we have all season.” 

The teams traded goals in the first period. 

Left wide open in front of the net, Morgan Rielly got Toronto on the board 
first with a crisp wrist shot that eluded Georgiev into the lower right 
corner less than four minutes after the puck drop. Mitch Marner and Calle 
Jarnkrok picked up assists – it was the ninth in four games for Marner. 

Mikko Rantanen was credited with his 44th goal with 5:52 remaining in 
the period on a shot that caromed off Maple Leafs defenceman Jake 
McCabe and past Samsonov. The goal was scored with Mark Giordano 
in the penalty box for slashing. Assists were awarded to Makar and 
MacKinnon. 

It was the first goal McCabe has scored since he joined Toronto in a 
trade with Chicago on Feb. 27 – but it was for the wrong team. 

Toronto was able to muster only four shots on goal in the second, but 
one was from point-blank range by Jarnkrok but turned away. 

The Maple Leafs collected two penalties to start the third but Colorado 
failed to generate any good chances. As the period wore on, both goalies 
made tough saves – Georgiev on a backhand by William Nylander on a 2 
on 1, Samsonov in close on Evan Rodrigues. 

Colorado got four shots off in the five-minute overtime period and 
Toronto failed to hit the net with any. Marner bounced a shot off the goal 
post. 

Rantanen is now tied for third in goals in the NHL with Leon Draisaitl, 
who is a dozen behind Edmonton teammate Connor McDavid. David 
Pastrnak of Boston is second with 46. 

Rantanen has been Colorado’s MVP. He leads the team in goals and is 
second with 79 points in 66 games. MacKinnon has missed time but is 
Colorado’s top scorer with 29 goals and 82 points in 55 games. Colorado 
is 9-3-1 in its past 13 games and five points behind the first-place Dallas 
Stars in the Central Division with two games in hand. 

Goergiev stopped 17 of 18 shots overall, while Samsonov, making his 
first start in a week, stopped 28 of 29 in the defeat. 

“It was a good game,” Rielly said after netting his third goal of the 
season. “Both teams tried to play well defensively.” 

He clanged one shot off the crossbar before he put Toronto on the board 
off a nice pass from Marner. 

“You know the pass is coming before he even gets it,” Rielly said. “He is 
amazing with what he does. We are lucky to have him.” 

Bednar was cautious in his approach to the game. He knew the Maple 
Leafs would present a tough challenge. 

“They have been a great team the last few years and they are great 
again,” Bednar said. “I like the guys they have added and what they have 
provided. For us, it will be a challenge. I don’t think it is something we 
should shy away from. It is a team to measure ourselves against.” 

Georgiev is 14-3-2 in his past 19 starts and 10-2-2 in his past 14 
assignments. He is 30-14-5 overall. Samsonov is 23-8-3. 

Toronto’s next game is Friday at home against the Carolina Hurricanes. 
Carolina is 44-14-8 and in first place in the Metropolitan Division. 

“I thought both teams played well and defended hard,” Sheldon Keefe, 
the Maple Leafs coach, said afterward. “There was not a lot of offence 
out there. 

“I thought we stayed with it. We definitely had a shot here or there that 
could have made a difference for us.” 
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Former Leafs enforcer Colton Orr returns to Toronto with his new role as 
PHF coach 

Orr’s Connecticut Whale will take on the Toronto Six in their best-of-three 
semifinal series in the Premier Hockey Federation playoffs this weekend. 

 

By Mark Zwolinski 

 

Toronto hockey fans will see a familiar face when the Six meet the 
Connecticut Whale in their best-of-three semifinal series in the Premier 
Hockey Federation playoffs this weekend. 

Colton Orr, who spent the final six seasons of his NHL career with the 
Maple Leafs, has transitioned from being an enforcer — he had 12 goals 
and 1,186 penalty minutes in 477 games — to serving as coach of the 
Whale. And it’s clear he was paying attention to more than his next on-
ice opponent. 

“It’s been taking all my experiences as a pro hockey player and that’s 
what I teach now, I teach hockey players,” said the 41-year-old Orr, 
whose Whale will open their series against the Six at the Mattamy 
Athletic Centre on Friday. 

Orr’s style as a player was unmistakable. He was part of the Leafs era 
under Brian Burke, and the GM made it clear how he expected Orr and 
others to play.“We require, as a team, proper levels of pugnacity, 
testosterone, truculence, and belligerence,” Burke said in his introductory 
news conference. 

Orr averaged more than 100 penalty minutes a season with the Leafs, 
playing his last NHL game in the 2014-15 season. He retired in 2016 and 
dabbled in radio and TV broadcasts for the New York Rangers, where he 
had played for four seasons. 

He joined the ownership group of the Danbury Colonials of the North 
American 3 Hockey League in 2019, before being named head coach of 
the Whale the same year. And he can thank former Ragners teammate 
Paul Mara, now the the coach of the PHF’s first-place Boston Pride, who 
thought of Orr when the Whale job became vacant. 

“I knew he’d be perfect for the job,” Mara said. “We talk a lot and he was 
my best friend in the Ranger days. We didn’t talk once a day, we talked 
twice and more. I just have a lot of respect for Colton and he’s done a 
great job in Connecticut.” 

The Whale went 2-20-2 in Orr’s first year behind the bench, but the team 
is now a force in the PHF. Kennedy Marchment, who finished second in 
league scoring this season, credited Orr and his coaching staff for her big 
year. She had a franchise-record 35 points in 24 games and put together 
a league-record 18-game point streak. 

“Paul told me about the league and all the great things that are going on 
in it,” Orr said. “He said, ‘Here’s a great opportunity to get into coaching,’ 
And I had always wanted to get into coaching and help younger athletes 
get better, and use the experiences from my career to help them with 
their careers. 

\“It’s my fourth season now and it’s been awesome to see how this has 
grown ... the exposure, the talent and the skill in this league. That’s been 
awesome. It’s been a lot of fun to be a part of it.” 

Orr looks back at the coaches he had over his NHL career and can see 
how they’ve helped shape his coaching style. 

“Tom Renney was a big influence on my career from my time in New 
York and he’s a mentor to me still, someone I lean on for advice,” he 
said. “And guys like Dallas Eakins and Randy Carlyle in Toronto were 
great to me, and you pick up different things from their styles, and it’s 
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helped me as a coach. But I’ve also put in a lot of my own style as a 
coach, so it’s all been good.” 
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The Maple Leafs need Morgan Rielly to be the No. 1 defenceman they 
paid him to be 

To say it’s been a trying season for Rielly would be putting it mildly. The 
Leafs defenceman has 15 games left to get back to form for the playoffs. 

 

By Nick Kypreos 

 

Can the Maple Leafs really beat the Tampa Bay Lightning in the playoffs 
without Morgan Rielly at his best? 

It’s not a question most would have found themselves asking but with the 
post-season soon upon us, it’s starting to become a legitimate concern 
as we get ever closer to the Tampa versus Toronto first-round rematch. 

Even with a deeper roster since GM Kyle Dubas bolstered the defence at 
the NHL trade deadline, it is hard to imagine playoff success without 
Rielly returning to form. 

For those who needed a reminder of what he’s capable of, Rielly showed 
flashes of it on Wednesday night against the Colorado Avalanche. His 
greatest strength is his skating. Many critics get caught up in his lack of 
offence — and yes, his 20-goal, 72-point season seems like eons ago — 
but when a No. 1 defenceman is at their best, it’s their ability to control 
the tempo of a game that stands out. That happens when you have the 
puck on your stick an awful lot. And that’s the reason top defencemen 
play the most minutes on every team. 

I’ve played with two of the best in the history of the game when it came to 
offence in Brian Leetch and defence in Rod Langway. Leetch always had 
the puck on his stick, and when Langway didn’t have it, he’d find a way to 
get it back. They were two different types of players, but they were 
identical in the way they could dictate and influence every shift. 

Leetch and Langway each won two Norris trophies and a Stanley Cup, 
so sure, I’m comparing apples to oranges with Rielly. It’s fair to say at 
this point that the Leafs’ fifth-overall pick in 2012 is unlikely to win a 
Norris Trophy or end up in the Hall of Fame. But Rielly can certainly 
dictate and influence hockey games as he’s shown in the past, and he’s 
better at doing it than anyone else on this Leafs blue line when he’s at 
the top of his game. He had three goals and three assists in the seven-
game series last year. And despite his struggles now, he remains 
Toronto’s best answer to the Lightning’s Victor Hedman in the upcoming 
playoffs. 

Unfortunately on Monday night against the Buffalo Sabres, we saw 
another example of the 29-year-old’s game trending in the wrong 
direction. 

In the Leafs’ loss against the Sabres, we did get a great look at a 
defenceman controlling and dictating the play, but it came from 20-year-
old Owen Power, who played eight minutes more than Rielly’s 18:34. His 
ice time is strategically down from his season average of 22:09 minutes 
per game as coach Sheldon Keefe hopes less will provide him with more. 
Hedman, by comparison, is averaging 23:58 minutes per game, while 
current Norris Trophy favourite Erik Karlsson is averaging 25:41 in San 
Jose. 

Morgan Rielly of the Toronto Maple Leafs celebrates one of his three 
goals in the seven-game series against the Lightning last year. 

The Leafs can only hope that the version of Rielly we saw against the 
Avalanche will be the one they get down the stretch. Rielly was the 

team’s best player early on and was rewarded with a pass from Mitch 
Marner that set him up for his third goal of the season. 

One game aside, to say it’s been a trying season for Rielly would be 
putting it mildly. 

He has just the three goals on the year. He’s on one of the league’s most 
dangerous power-plays but gets little to no credit for his role in it. And 67 
games in, Keefe still can’t find him a steady defence partner. 

If by chance Rielly doesn’t turn this season around, the pivotal moment of 
his spiral will when he injured his left knee in a collision with New York 
Islanders forward Kyle Palmieri on Nov. 21. He then watched his team go 
on a 12-2-1 run behind a thriving defence that didn’t seem to miss him. 
No one would have predicted the best stretch of shutdown defence for 
the Leafs this season would come during Rielly’s absence. 

And no one in Leafs Nation could have forecasted the extent of Rielly’s 
struggles just a year-and-a-half after he signed an eight-year, $60 million 
(U.S.) extension. But the fans have clearly been frustrated, and maybe 
that will be provide him with a sense of urgency to turn his game around 
like he did on Wednesday. The fan base has a reputation for eating their 
own on occasion. 

Toronto Maple Leafs defenseman Morgan Rielly works the puck in his 
own zone in a November game against the Devils. 

I was a member of the Leafs when defenceman Larry Murphy was run 
out of town for underperforming. Having an inside look at what it did to 
him and his family was cringeworthy. I love my hometown of Toronto but 
don’t let the Canali suits from Harry Rosen and corporate boxes fool you 
— it can be a vicious place for a player who is perceived to be overpaid. 
As an aside, Murphy did go on to win two Stanley Cups with Detroit. He 
still had a lot of gas in the tank after all, which helps the argument of 
teams putting their players in positions to fail. 

That line of thinking would shift some of the pressure on Keefe to help 
Rielly get his game and confidence back. 

Earlier this week we saw the Leafs coach throw a warm blanket around 
Matt Murray, calling his play since his return from injury “great” despite 
allowing four goals against in each of his three starts. 

If Rielly continues to struggle down this final stretch and the questions 
surrounding his play get louder, will Keefe provide that same vote of 
confidence to his fourth-highest paid player? Or is it time for tough love 
as a last resort to get his No. 1 defenceman back to playing that way? 

On Jan. 4, three games after Rielly returned from his injury, the Leafs 
coach said, “I don’t think he’s found his rhythm or groove yet.” 

Twenty-nine games later, while we’ve seen recent signs of life, the 
search for consistency continues. Rielly and his coach have 15 games 
left to find it. 

Kyper’s Korner 

Lot of talk about Diamond Sports Group, parent company of Bally Sports, 
filing for bankruptcy this week. They have deals with 12 NHL clubs. In 
total, $8.67 billion (U.S.) of debt will be written off that could cost the NHL 
revenue pool hundreds of millions, where 50 per cent of it belongs to the 
players. The biggest question coming out of the GM meetings for the 
NHLPA is how much money can commissioner Gary Bettman recoup? 
That brings us to this question: Is the bankruptcy worrisome enough to 
alter a team’s strategy in re-signing players this summer? ... Philadelphia 
Flyers owner Comcast isn’t finished restructuring at the corporate level, 
but look for them to add former Flyer and Hall of Famer Chris Pronger in 
joining fellow Hall of Famer Eric Lindros on the list of credible candidates 
to become team president. Pronger does come in with some 
management experience having working with the NHL league office and 
the Florida Panthers. 

Change my mind: 
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On Trevor Zegras having a long-term future in Anaheim: Hall of Famer 
Adam Oates is Zegras’s skills coach, and after listening to him describe 
his client on our RealKyper and Bourne show, I have my doubts on the 
21-year-old’s longevity with the Ducks. “There’s a difference between 
Instagram skill and regular skill and I’m trying to get the Instagram out of 
there,” Oates said. 
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Avalanche beat Leafs in a shootout in a game that was anything but 

Two high-powered offences are limited to one first-period goal each. 

 

By Kevin McGran 

 

It’s not often a team comes out feeling good about a loss. 

But when it's a 2-1 shootout loss against the Stanley Cup champion 
Colorado Avalanche, a game in which the skating was fast and the 
passing was terrific but dangerous scoring chances were low, the Maple 
Leafs felt they did all that they could until the game got to the coin-flip 
part of the evening. 

“Just two good teams, fast teams and not a whole lot of high-event stuff 
going on,” Leafs centre Auston Matthews said. 

And although they have lost two in a row for the first time since mid-
January, the Leafs insist there's nothing to see here. Move along. 

“That was a good game,” said goal scorer Morgan Rielly. “Both teams 
obviously played well defensively. They're skilled and they got their 
chances and we got ours. So ultimately it comes down to a shootout and 
they got the better of it.” 

The Leafs and Avalanche can freewheel with the best of them, but this 
game got tight in a hurry, with both teams feeling the pressure of a 
playoff race: Toronto is trying to hold on to second place in the Atlantic 
Division while the Avalanche could drop into a wild-card spot in the 
Western Conference at any given moment. 

So the point that came with getting to a shootout helped both teams. 
Nathan MacKinnon gave Colorado the extra point, as the Leafs lost two 
games in a row for the first time since Jan. 12 and 14 against Boston and 
Florida. 

“Two teams played hard,” Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said. “They didn't 
give up much. We didn't give up much either. They carried play a little bit 
more than we did, especially to the first two periods. They pushed, we 
didn't crack … They checked extremely hard, showing you what a 
Stanley Cup-winning team does in terms of the defending and checking.” 

Goalies shine 

The teams traded the game’s only goals in the first period as goalies Ilya 
Samsonov and Alexander Georgiev came up with ooh-and-ahh-inducing 
aves, none bigger than Samsonov stopping a Valeri Nichushkin short-
handed breakaway in the second period, and an Evan Rodrigues one-
timer in the third. 

“He made some great saves for us, kept us in the game,” Matthews said 
of Samsonov. “We gave up a breakaway, some odd-man rushes and he 
came up big. He did everything he had to do. Those games can go either 
way. But I think we would like to maybe generate a little bit more offence 
and a little more zone time and some more dangerous high-end chances 
than we did.” 

Rielly scored the 72nd goal of his career, ninth among Leafs 
defencemen. 

“That's what we need to see from Morgan in terms of jumping into those 
holes,” Keefe said. “Be that guy off the puck, who can be a threat for us 
offensively. And I thought that he played hard and defended well.” 

Mitch Marner fed him the pass and moved into the top 10 of the Leafs’ 
all-time scorers. Marner has 541 career points, 19 behind Ted Kennedy. 

Marner factored on the game-opening goal for the 19th time this season, 
which trails only MacKinnon (20) for the most among NHL players this 
season. 

Healthy hand 

The chat before the game was all about Matthews, who had been quietly 
battling a sore hand, which may be the main reason he is well off his 
pace of a year ago. Still, he says that's not the issue. “This was much 
earlier in the season,” he said. “There is really not too much into it. 
Feeling good now and that's all that matters." 

Track meet 

The Avalanche, winners of nine of their last 13 games entering the game, 
have been playing more like the defending Stanley Cup champions than 
the team the Leafs handled 6-2 on Dec. 31. The game could have been 
viewed as a measuring stick but Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe wasn’t 
biting. 

“We've had no shortage of difficult matchups and difficult games here 
recently, today is another one, and there's more coming here for us,” he 
said. “We're at a stretch of the schedule where you've got to be real 
good. And Colorado's definitely playing more like you would have 
expected them to get to in terms of their quality of play.” 

The game ended a run of four games for the Leafs against the four best 
teams creating offence off the rush, New Jersey, Edmonton and Buffalo 
were the others. 

True to form, the first period had a bit of a track meet feel, though that's 
not how the goals were produced. 

Keefe continued to play just 11 forwards and reworked his top line, 
putting Calle Järnkrok out with Marner and Matthews. It paid off with the 
game's first goal, Järnkrok dug the puck out to Marner who fed Rielly for 
a 1-0 lead. Colorado pulled even when Mikko Rantanen's intended pass 
through the slot banked off Jake McCabe to fool Ilya Samsonov on the 
power play. 

Revenge game 

Two ex-Leafs were in the Avalanche lineup. Dennis Malgin was on the 
second line due to an injury to Artturi Lehkonen. Alex Galchenyuk, last 
seen passing the puck in overtime to the wrong team in the 2021 
playoffs, was called up from the minors. 

Malgin has six goals in his first 26 games in Colorado, after scoring twice 
in 23 with the Leafs. 

“He's been great, a skilled player, can skate and make plays with the 
puck,” Colorado coach Jared Bednar said. “Scoring didn't come easy for 
him here in Toronto, and when he came to us. But he's gotten some 
confidence, had some hot streaks. He clearly thinks the game like a top-
six forward, and has that ability. When we need a guy, he's been the guy 
to go up and help create some offence.” 

Schenn's back 

Defenceman Luke Schenn skated in the Scotiabank Arena as a Leaf for 
the first time since April 5, 2012. 

“They changed up the stall colours a little bit,” he said. “I noticed that. 
And the big screen where we do video, that used to be the goalie stalls. 
A lot of it's pretty familiar.” 

Schenn likely won't be in the lineup until the weekend, needing to get up 
to speed after remaining in Vancouver for the birth of his third child, a girl, 
Romee Grace Schenn. 
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“Baby is good,” he said. “It's been a crazy couple of weeks with 
everything leading up to the trade deadline. You throw a birth into the 
mix. Obviously, things are a little hectic at home, but everything went 
smooth. My wife (Jessica) and new daughter doing great. And they're in 
Vancouver and looking forward to hopefully getting down here in a 
couple weeks.” 

O'Reilly skates 

Also making an appearance on the ice was Ryan O'Reilly, skating on his 
own prior to the morning skate. “He's been feeling good,” Keefe said. 
“I've seen him bouncing around the facilities and feeling good since the 
surgery. Today was the scheduled day for him to get back on the ice. So 
everything is progressing. It was more just getting the legs moving.” 
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NHL GM meetings: Leafs optimistic about O’Reilly, Murray; Senators 
getting closer to sale 

Chris Johnston of NorthStar Bets was at the NHL GM meetings and 
heard from Gary Bettman, Kyle Dubas and others. Here’s what you need 
to know. 

 

By Chris Johnston 

 

PALM BEACH, Fla.—The end of the NHL’s flat-cap COVID era is finally 
on the horizon. 

All that remains to be seen is whether it will officially arrive next season 
or the one after that. 

The prevailing belief among general managers leaving here following 
three days of meetings seemed to be that only a modest $1-million (U.S.) 
bump was expected for 2023-24, which would raise the ceiling to $83.5-
million. 

But NHL commissioner Gary Bettman opened the door to a scenario that 
could see it jump even more than that if the NHL Players’ Association 
wants to engage in a negotiation. 

“It could be a discussion,” Bettman said Wednesday. “We’re hearing 
around the bend from players and others that there may be interest in 
having that.” 

What isn’t known is how incoming NHLPA executive director Marty 
Walsh feels on the matter. He won’t officially start his new role as union 
boss until Monday. 

These are prosperous times in the industry with the $1.5-billion debt 
players collectively racked up to owners during the pandemic nearly fully 
repaid. Bettman and Walsh’s predecessor, Donald Fehr, signed a unique 
CBA extension in July 2020 that called for no more than a $1-million cap 
jump each season until the escrow balance was made whole. 

The outstanding amount is currently in the “$100-million range,” 
according to Bettman, which could incentivize the sides to negotiate a 
smoother cap increase rather than waiting another year and seeing it 
grow by $4.5-million or more in one jump for the 2024-25 season. 

Sign up for Chris Johnston’s ‘Inside the NHL’ newsletter here 

It stands as one of the first big decisions facing Walsh as he makes the 
transition from his current job as U.S. Secretary of Labor. 

“One thing to keep in mind is if the escrow hasn’t been paid off then 
we’re going to have to look at raising the escrow rates, which under the 
CBA extension in 2020 is locked in for the last three years of the CBA 
term at six per cent,” said Bettman. “So if you’re going to raise the cap 

prematurely then we’re going to have to look at the escrow percentage 
as well. The two are inextricably tied together.” 

That line of thinking may ultimately keep the players from engaging in 
serious discussions on the matter. Only time will tell. 

However, there’s no question that a healthy majority of NHL front offices 
are anxiously awaiting the day the cap starts to climb in a meaningful 
manner again after enduring an extended period of austerity measures. 

Dubas optimistic about O’Reilly, Murray 

You might see the timing of a broken finger for Ryan O’Reilly as 
unfortunate given that it came just eight games into his tenure with the 
Toronto Maple Leafs. 

Kyle Dubas, however, views the glass as half full. 

“I actually think we’ve gotten pretty fortunate with that one just with the 
type of break that it was and the fact that he was able to play and play a 
lot and play well for us off the hop,” Dubas said during a break in the GM 
meetings. “And then the fact that he’s probably scheduled to return 
before the playoffs so he’s going to have time to ramp back up again.” 

The Leafs GM paid a big price to land O’Reilly and Noel Acciari in a trade 
with St. Louis on Feb. 17 – sending out first-, second- and third-round 
picks, plus prospect Mikhail Abramov and forward Adam Gaudette, for 
two veterans playing on expiring contracts. 

The fact O’Reilly suffered a broken left index finger that required surgery 
so soon after arriving in Toronto conjured memories of Nick Foligno, who 
was acquired by the Leafs at the 2021 trade deadline and then almost 
immediately sidelined by a back injury that kept him from making any 
meaningful impact in the playoffs. 

The biggest point of differentiation with O’Reilly is that he’s still able to 
skate and keep his conditioning up while recovering from surgery. But he 
is losing valuable time where he could be finding more comfort with his 
role and new teammates. 

“It’s part of the risk that you take when you acquire somebody late in the 
year, but it could happen to any of your players on your team at any 
time,” said Dubas. “I think you just have to accept that it’s part of the risk 
when you’re evaluating those things.” 

As for what he’s looking for from his team following a busy deadline 
period, Dubas mentioned the push to secure home-ice advantage for a 
first-round series with Tampa and the need to sharpen their game before 
that begins. 

He also expressed confidence in goaltender Matt Murray, who has 
allowed four goals in each of the three starts he’s made since returning 
from an ankle injury. 

“For me, with Matt, he’s coming back off an injury and we’ve got to 
continue to ramp him up similar to the last time,” said Dubas. “I think 
when it’s on the line he’ll be ready to go.” 

NHL expansion not close 

The NHL has received expressions of expansion interest, according to 
Bettman. 

“Places like Atlanta, like Houston, like Quebec City,” he said. 

But it isn’t of that mind that growing beyond the current 32-team 
alignment makes much sense. 

“It’s not really something, at least right now, that’s anywhere close to 
front-burner for us,” said Bettman. 

Sens sale getting closer 

The process of finding a new owner for the Ottawa Senators is getting 
much closer. The league won’t comment on how many bids were 
officially made to purchase the team from the Melnyk family, but sources 
say four or five groups made offers during the first round of bidding. 
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Once those offers have thoroughly been vetted and examined, the 
number of bidders will be winnowed down until the next ownership is 
identified. 

“As we get to Phase 2, it’s a matter of weeks,” said Bettman. 

Canes carry on without Svechnikov 

Had you asked Don Waddell last week what it was going to take for his 
Carolina Hurricanes to make their long-awaited playoff breakthrough he 
would have replied “good health.” 

Then bad luck arrived for the Metropolitan Division leaders in the form of 
an ACL tear that will require Andrei Svechnikov to have season-ending 
knee surgery on Thursday. 

It’s a massive disappointment for one of Carolina’s rising young stars and 
a big blow for a team that already doesn’t score as much as the league’s 
other top outfits. Svechnikov had 23 goals and 55 points in 64 games. 
And his injury comes on the wrong side of a trade deadline period where 
Waddell aggressively pursued Timo Meier, only to see him land with rival 
New Jersey instead. 

So, how do the Hurricanes gather themselves now? 

“Taking away Svechnikov at this point, the message doesn’t change: The 
one thing about hockey, as we all know, it’s not an individual sport,” said 
Waddell. “It’s a team sport and we think we’ve got a pretty good team. It’s 
a tough one, but you can’t change it. 

“We’ve got to figure out how to move forward without him.” 

The GM pointed out that last year’s second-round loss to the Rangers 
came with No. 1 goaltender Frederik Andersen sidelined by a knee injury. 
He’s back on form now and has won 13 of his last 17 starts. 

Poile’s last dance 

I’ll leave the last word to David Poile, who was informally roasted by his 
colleagues Tuesday night in what will be his last appearance at the 
March GM meetings after working more than four decades in NHL front 
offices. 

The outgoing Nashville Predators GM called his mentor, Cliff Fletcher, 
before officially announcing his plans to move into an advisory role under 
successor Barry Trotz after this season and asked him what to expect 
when making that decision public. 

“He said, ‘It’s unbelievable, you are going to get so many messages from 
friends, colleagues in the first three or four days.’ That’s exactly what 
happened. I literally got a couple hundred,” Poile said. “Then he said, 
‘You’ll never hear from anybody again.’ 

“So there we go. We’re just passing through.” 
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Leaf notes: Emotional return for Luke Schenn 

'Going through it all as a young guy, you appreciate what it means to play 
in Toronto - but not to the extent I do now' 

 

Lance Hornby 

 

For Luke Schenn, it was many happy returns — 3, 918 days in the 
making. 

He’s not the first Maple Leaf to get a second stint here, but few have 
wanted it more than the former first-round pick. Nearly 1,000 NHL 
games, six teams and a couple of Stanley Cups later, Schenn got to walk 

back through the sliding blue metallic doors of their Scotiabank Arena 
dressing room. 

“Just coming in this building, it’s surreal,” the defenceman said 
Wednesday after his first home morning skate. “Going through it all as a 
young guy, you appreciate what it means to play in Toronto – but not to 
the extent I do now. 

“That comes with age (33), maturity and what I’ve gone through in my 
career, ups and downs. Not to disrespect other (teams) but this is as 
good it gets in terms of how they treat players, the passionate fan base 
and how much people care.” 

Swapped straight up to the Flyers for James van Riemsdyk at the 2012 
draft, Schenn had endured four of the seven straight years the Leafs 
missed the playoffs, including coaching and management upheavals. He 
only played 12 playoff games after that with Philly, Los Angeles, Arizona, 
Anaheim and Vancouver, before becoming the ideal depth piece for 
Tampa Bay in its consecutive Cups in 2020 and ’21. 

He wouldn’t trade those two titles, but a Hogtown homing beacon kept 
activating. 

“I’ve often thought if I’d ever get the chance, not that it would be a reality. 
But it definitely crossed my mind, when I’ve gone through waivers, free 
agency, always kind of hoping maybe the Leafs would give me the 
second chance. Maybe the timing wasn’t right; now I do feel I’m more 
prepared for this opportunity.” 

At the deadline, the Leafs traded a third-round pick to Vancouver. After 
getting in a couple of road games and returning to the coast for the birth 
of his third child, Schenn finally made it to SBA, possibly playing Friday 
against Carolina once he gets in a full practice. 

Luke Schenn is on the move!   

The @mapleleafs and @canucks have locked in a trade. 
#NHLTradeDeadline pic.twitter.com/Wa28T4pNYb 

— NHL (@NHL) February 28, 2023 

“It’s almost like another lifetime ago. But I’m thrilled, looking forward to 
getting back, heading to the most important time of the year. I never got 
the chance to play meaningful hockey here. It’s a dream come true.” 

TRUE TWO STORY 

Schenn didn’t expect to know any Leaf staffers when he came back on 
Wednesday, but the first he encountered was skills coach Nik Antropov, 
his teammate for three years. 

Getting his original No. 2 back has also helped re-familiarize him, a deal 
he struck with fellow newcomer Jake McCabe, who was assigned it first, 
but gladly switched to 22. 

“That No. 2 is probably the only Leaf jersey that family and friends back 
home (in Saskatoon) own. You want to try and put it to good use. I’ve 
worn other (numbers), but it’s come full circle. This jersey and that Leaf 
on the front make it special.” 

Schenn was also pleased the Leafs have continued the game night 
salute to a member of the Canadian Forces. It began as Luke’s Troops, 
then briefly Lupe’s Troops when Schenn was traded and Joffrey Lupul 
remained. 

“I don’t know how many home games are left to fire (Luke’s Troops) up 
again, but I’ll just focus on the hockey part for now.” 

LOOK, DON’T TOUCH 

With the defending champion Colorado Avalanche in town, we asked 
Morgan Rielly whether he was included when ex-Leaf Nazem Kadri 
brought the Cup back to Toronto in the summer for a small group of 
friends. 

Unwritten NHL protocol is that players who haven’t won it should not 
touch or at least maintain a  respectful distance. 
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“The invite was extended, which was very nice, but I didn’t go,” Rielly 
said. “For some reason, I thought there was bad karma involved. 

“That was my reasoning, he was understanding. I know some guys from 
out of town did go and some who didn’t for my same reason.” 

B.C. native Rielly said he had had his picture with the Cup at the Hockey 
Hall of Fame during a family vacation in Toronto when he was about 10. 

“The funny thing is, my older brother (Conner) is just mauling it and I’m 
not, I’m off to the side,” Rielly laughed. “My mother still has that picture in 
her office.” 

LOOSE LEAFS 

Schenn gave a shout out to wife Jeska, who has had to deal with the 
trade and the birth of Romee Grace six days ago, a daughter after two 
sons … Forward Ryan O’Reilly began skating on Wednesday as he 
starts recovery from surgery on a broken finger. “He’s feeling good, 
bouncing around in the room,” head coach Sheldon Keefe said … 
Former Leaf forward Denis Malgin has moved into a top six role for now 
with the Avs because of injuries. “Just another game,” said Malgin, earlier 
in the season traded for Dryden Hunt who was later flipped to Calgary for 
6-foot-6 Radim Zahorna at the deadline. “It was nice to be here, good 
memories, good guys (including former Zurich teammate Auston 
Matthews). I haven’t changed a lot (with his style). They like a speed 
game here. I was surprised to come in one morning and be traded, but 
I’m happy to be here.” 
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Maple Leafs sign prospect Ryan Tverberg to three-year contract 

The 21-year-old will join the Marlies on a professional tryout 

 

Terry Koshan 

 

Ryan Tverberg’s quick rise up the Maple Leafs’ prospect ladder has been 
rewarded. 

The Leafs on Wednesday signed the 21-year-old forward to a future 
three-year, entry-level contract. The average annual value of the contract 
is $851,667 US. 

Closing Lines 

Don Brennan’s daily hit on the world of sports betting. Whether you’re 
new to sports gambling or an experienced wagerer, this newsletter offers 
trustworthy insights into the odds game. 19+. Please gamble responsibly. 

Tverberg will join the Toronto Marlies on a professional tryout for the 
remainder of the 2022-23 regular season and the Calder Cup playoffs. 

Since being drafted in the seventh round, 213th overall, by the Leafs in 
2020, Tverberg, a native of Richmond Hill, has blossomed at the 
University of Connecticut.  

In 35 games this season, Tverberg scored 15 goals and recorded 15 
assists. He had 69 points in 85 NCAA career games. Last year, he was 
nominated for the Hobey Baker Award.  

“The Maple Leafs organization is very thankful to the University of 
Connecticut,” Leafs general manager Kyle Dubas said in a statement. 
“Ryan’s development through his three seasons with the Huskies and 
subsequent signing today is a testament to the tireless work of head 
coach Mike Cavanaugh and all the staff within the UConn men’s hockey 
program.” 
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Michael Bunting is trying to manage his emotions for the Maple Leafs 

 

Jonas Siegel 

 

TORONTO — Michael Bunting is known among his Maple Leafs 
teammates for rocking Jordans with his suits. 

During last year’s storybook first season with his hometown team — 23 
goals, 63 points, a third-place finish in the Calder Trophy race — Bunting 
had what he thought were a particularly lucky pair of grey Jordan XIs that 
he liked to pull out with his grey suit. 

He’s a big shoe guy. Has been since middle school when it was 
imperative to wear fresh kicks for basketball games at recess. 

“My problem is I wear them down. I gotta start taking care of them a little 
bit better,” Bunting says of his shoe collection. 

Also a problem: He has too many pairs and no neat management system 
to handle them all. Just a large stack of boxes in the closet of his condo. 

The boys always loved it when he brought out the XIs last year. Those 
ones carried good vibes, they knew. 

“I haven’t worn them in a while,” Bunting said recently, “but maybe I’ll 
bring ‘em out here soon.” 

Bunting could use a little extra luck these days. 

He’s had a good year for the most part, but a bumpier one too. A little 
less productive. A little too noisy at times. A few too many trips to the 
penalty box. 

Earlier this month, Bunting lost his long-held spot at left wing of the Leafs 
No. 1 line and fell ever so briefly — for the second time this season — to 
the fourth line. And while he’s already clinched a second straight 20-goal 
season, he’s seen his five-on-five production tumble from last season 
when he ranked (shockingly) among the league leaders. 

Bunting's 5-on-5 production 

Per 60 mins 2022-23 2021-22 

Goals 

0.9 

1.2 

Assists 

1.2 

2.0 

Points 

2.1 

3.2 

Shots 

6.9 

8.8 

Shot attempts 

12.7 

14.6 
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Some of that drop-off is no doubt tied to Auston Matthews’ (injury-
plagued) year, but Bunting hasn’t been quite the same devilish force 
either. 

Already, with another month left to go in the regular season, Bunting has 
taken more penalties than last year — 34 of them, a top-three figure in 
the league. And while he continues to draw a whole bunch too — he’s 
drawn three more than he’s taken after posting a plus-13 differential last 
season — he’s clearly lost some (most?) benefit of the doubt from the 
league’s officials in his sophomore season. 

That reality was never more evident than last weekend when Oilers 
forward Evander Kane mauled Bunting repeatedly as the two came up 
the ice. It wasn’t until Kane had finally tackled Bunting to the ice that the 
official’s whistle blew. 

Somehow Bunting, who didn’t retaliate, ended up with the same four 
minutes in roughing as Kane. Earlier in the game, he was whistled for an 
iffy embellishment call and also drew a high-sticking penalty on Darnell 
Nurse. 

He’s been trying to do better with that stuff. Managing his emotions in the 
game. Showing more respect to the officials. And yet, because his game 
is so dependent, has always been so dependent, on his energy, his 
passion, his enthusiasm, it’s not been easy. 

“I always just try to stay on the other side of the line. I can’t cross that 
line,” Bunting said. “And I feel like I’ve been doing a decent job of that as 
of late. But maybe my emotion isn’t as high and rambunctious. So I gotta 
find a way to bring that too, but in a positive way.” 

That’s the challenge for Bunting — always will be. 

To play his best, to be that frenetic force who won’t leave the front of the 
net no matter how many cross-checks to the back he takes, to be the guy 
who will scrap and claw for every loose puck in the corner, Bunting must 
play with overwhelming passion. 

He’s not the fastest guy. He’s not the biggest guy. He’s not the most 
skilled guy (though more skilled than meets the eye). So he must be 
among the most competitive, the most fiery, the most rambunctious. But 
not too rambunctious. He can’t take needless penalties and hurt his 
team. And for a while there, he was taking penalty after penalty after 
penalty — two each in three of five games at one point in late 
January/early February — and raging endlessly about it. 

When the Leafs hosted the Bruins on Feb. 1, Bunting went wild when he 
was smashed up high by Brandon Carlo and drew no call. He snapped 
his stick in frustration on the bench. He howled at the referees. He patted 
the blood dripping down his nose with his hand and waved it in their 
direction as the second period expired. 

He lost his cool. 

This has long been a struggle for Bunting. To not let that stuff, the 
extracurricular in-between-the-whistles stuff, go too far and distract him 
from what he does best: Go to the net and score goals. Retrieve pucks 
on the forecheck. Create opportunities for his linemates with sneaky-
good playmaking ability. 

“Anyone that plays our kind of role,” Bunting said of the pest, “I feel like 
— you’re gonna go over the line. You’re not perfect. No one’s perfect. 
And emotions get the best of you, and it’s an emotional game. Obviously, 
sometimes I have been over (the line).” 

Again, of late, it’s been better, he says. Bunting has taken only two 
penalties in his last 13 games outside of the Kane dust-up and 
embellishment call against Edmonton. But he also seems to have lost 
something — the emotion, the rambunctiousness he noted himself — in 
the process. 

“You just learn from your mistakes,” Bunting said. “And you learn from 
when you do go over that line. I feel like I’ve learned — and I’ve been 
doing it my whole career, dancing on that line. I don’t really plan on ever 
changing. I don’t plan on changing my game like that.” 

Bunting says he has no ill will for the officials, even if they clearly have 
adjusted (too far in some cases) to some of his antics. “They’re just doing 
their job out there,” he said. 

His approach with them: “Just try not to get angry and let them do their 
job, and I’m gonna do my job on the ice.” 

“Keefer just tells me to literally walk that line,” Bunting says of Leafs 
coach Sheldon Keefe, who started managing Bunting way back when 
both were with the Soo Greyhounds. “He likes when I’m doing that and 
I’m playing my game, because that’s usually when I’m at my best is when 
I am emotionally dialed into the game and I have that edge to me.” 

The right amount of edge, that is. 

Keefe has noticed Bunting’s efforts of late to do better. To not go over 
that edge and into the abyss. 

“I’ve got no issues there with him,” Keefe said recently. 

What he’d seen, however, was a dip in Bunting’s playmaking, particularly 
during rushes up the ice. 

Plays like this from late November weren’t happening enough when 
Keefe finally swapped Bunting out for Alex Kerfoot earlier this month: 

BRAVO BUNTS!!   pic.twitter.com/s3pwXF0z1K 

— Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) November 27, 2022 

Bunting, Matthews, and Mitch Marner were a runaway train on the Leafs 
No. 1 line last season, storming through the league with no stops. They 
haven’t been nearly as punchy this season and had come to feel stale 
when Keefe finally dropped Bunting in the lineup. 

“Things tend to snowball and frustration sets in,” Keefe said, “as plays 
get stalled and they can’t get going. Sometimes guys need a little break 
from each other.” 

Of late, Bunting has played alongside John Tavares and William 
Nylander, a trio that struggled to create much against the Avalanche on 
Wednesday night. Bunting was held without a shot in 15 minutes. 

“He’s just gotta get back to playing with the work ethic and 
competitiveness that he brings every night,” Keefe said, “and the 
playmaking ability, and to be able to drive play and keep plays alive — 
things that are imperative to playing with good players. 

Bunting showed all kinds of emotion when he punched in his 20th goal of 
the year last week against the Devils playing away from Matthews and 
Marner. 

He’s actually shooting a crispy 15.3 percent this year, still making good 
on his opportunities around the net — even if his shots and attempts are 
both down a bit from last season. He has only two goals in the last 11 
games. 

Bunting’s minutes have dipped too. He played a season-low 10:45 
against the Oilers last weekend and has averaged just over 14 minutes 
per game over his last 10. 

Bunting, still a big-time bargain playing for $950,000 this season, felt like 
he was pressing for a bit there. Overthinking things. Gripping his stick too 
tight. You have to wonder if that’s tied, even a little, to the uncertainty 
over his next contract (he’s a pending UFA) and the opportunity for a 
meaningful payday, the kind that could really change things for his family 
in Scarborough. 

He’s trying to make things right again. Trying to find that right balance, 
trying to toe the line as best as he possibly can while not changing who 
he is. 

He knows he can do it — find his way through adversity. 

“I’ve been doing it my whole career,” he said. “I’m used to it. This is 
where I’m comfortable. I believe in myself. Who else is there gonna be if 
you don’t believe in yourself?” 
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Maple Leafs report cards: Toronto salvages a point in shootout loss to 
Avalanche 

 

Omar White1 

 

It’s poetic how the game ended. They scored that opening goal nearly 
four minutes into the game and that would be it for their raw offence. 
Overtime had a pair of almost chances that made the crowd deeply 
inhale, but nothing went past Alexandar Georgiev. Nylander, Matthews or 
Marner couldn’t solve him in the shootout either leaving the Leafs to 
settle for one of two points. 

There’s not too much to take from a shootout loss, but there were a 
number of things to at least highlight. The most important one has to be 
the play of Ilya Samsonov, who does not deserve this loss at all. 

On to the reports. 

Player reports 

A+ 

Ilya Samsonov 

Aggressive goaltending from Samsonov tonight. In my mind, he was only 
beaten once, and that was on MacKinnon’s shootout winner. Samsonov 
was spectacular otherwise with a .966 save percentage. 

Most of Colorado’s best scoring chances were met with him at the top of 
the crease gloving shots down or getting any body part on it. His biggest, 
and most important, was his stop on Nichushkin he charged down the ice 
short-handed. He had another big save on Nichushkin off a point-blank 
deflection. That stop showed how pristine Samsonov’s positioning was. 

deflection chance by Nichushkin stopped by Samsonov's glove 
pic.twitter.com/gVsautPdqs 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 16, 2023 

A 

Auston Matthews 

Matthews mentioned ahead of tonight’s game that he’s feeling better and 
it shows. The two-way game has been there all season, but that “you 
can’t stop me” is alive and well. Matthews was all over the puck in the 
offensive zone and was tough to contain when he had it. He uses his 
strength to fend off clinging players and force his way to the slot and the 
crease for those swinging chances. The only blemish is what didn’t 
happen. Matthews looked like he was going to end it in overtime but 
fanned on the shot. That would’ve been a great end to a nice night. 

Calle Järnkrok 

Talk about not wasting an opportunity. Järnkrok was noticeable right from 
the opening shift by winning pucks for the elite talent on his line. 
Additionally, he engaged physically with the Avalanche, forcibly pushing 
them off pucks or from the front of the net. His stick got some good use in 
the offensive zone when the Avalanche would try to bump pucks to each 
other below the red line. Järnkrok’s speed on the forecheck got him there 
at the right time and one of those moments led to a great chance for 
Matthews. 

Jarnkrok has been noticeably early 

Forces the turnover with his stick and it leads to a scoring chance 
pic.twitter.com/NLlrGNRbQl 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 15, 2023 

That effort led to Rielly’s game-opening goal. Järnkrok starts off by 
disrupting the puck carrier in the defensive zone and then making the first 
pass to Marner in the neutral zone. It’s been one game, but so far so 
good. 

two great plays by Jarnkrok that lead to the Rielly goal 
pic.twitter.com/S77sz6azUH 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 15, 2023 

Mitch Marner  

It looks as if the team made it a quest to out-block the Avalanche and 
Marner was at the top of that leaderboard with four. His block in the first 
cost him a stick, but it led to another primary assist as he went on to set 
up Rielly’s goal. His block in overtime took more effort and a better read. 
Liljegren turned the puck over in the neutral zone and Marner was the 
lone player back to defend the two-on-one against. He timed the play and 
wound up blocking the shot off the back of his leg. It’s a game-saving 
play and it would’ve been incredible if the team scored afterwards. 

Morgan Rielly  

One of Rielly’s better games in a while, and it’s not just because he 
scored. I thought his positioning was sound being the sole defenceman 
back to recover from a turnover and breaking the play up altogether. He 
had some of those moments in transition as well when the opposition 
tried to enter the zone or dump the puck in deep. 

noticeable defensive effort from Rielly tonight 

another play broken pic.twitter.com/nBz7zgYUbT 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 16, 2023 

A standout point was in the third in a race for the puck against Logan 
O’Connor where Rielly manages to keep up and get the puck to a safer 
area. Rielly’s offence was more threatening right off the rip as he had the 
Leafs’ first shot attempt of the night ripping one off the post before 
beating Georgiev for his third of the season. 

MORGAN RIELLY   

the offence is back pic.twitter.com/8wcMO61XUI 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 15, 2023 

Jake McCabe 

It’s unfortunate that goal goes in off McCabe trying to block the pass 
when the Leafs clearly got the message of the importance of getting in 
front of shots against Colorado. Aside from that, I thought McCabe was 
excellent. He gets to and controls a lot of his ice and gets in front of 
forechecking players to cut them off and get the puck out. Again, I think 
his offensive game isn’t talked about enough either. He would’ve 
combined for a pretty deflection play with Matthews if not for Georgiev 
and he had a great chance for a game-winner in the late third off the 
rush. 

Georgiev gets a piece of this McCabe shot pic.twitter.com/NFJ2NYeHPO 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 16, 2023 

B+ 

T.J. Brodie  

The reliable one, his name is Brodie. He consistently has first and last 
touches of the puck in the defensive zone to get to the puck first and 
sends it deep on the zone clear which was huge when the Avalanche 
started to clamp down on the neutral zone. 

B 
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John Tavares  

A bit of a quieter game for Tavares but he had his high-slot opportunities 
blocked for the majority of the game and made that cross-ice feed to 
Matthews in overtime. 

Erik Gustafsson 

He gets to pucks first down low a lot, and when he does, he swings them 
along the boards to an outlet player. Gustafsson didn’t have it going for 
him offensively but he had a look at ending the game in overtime. 

Noel Acciari 

Keeping the puck off Cale Makar is difficult. Keeping the puck off Cale 
Makar with the effort Acciari did is impressive. 

Aston-Reese and Acciari vs. Cale Makar pic.twitter.com/HGwBrqsgCh 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 15, 2023 

He was also part of the shot-blocking brigade tonight though his single 
block looked painful. 

Justin Holl 

I thought Holl made a really great play in the second period. The 
Avalanche tried to dump the puck in but had three attacking players to 
the Leafs’ two on defence. It could’ve been a blitzing rush if it got past 
them but Holl knocked the puck out of the air and back into the neutral 
zone. 

B- 

Mark Giordano  

Giordano didn’t exactly stop Makar on that rush, but he at least made his 
life difficult stopping him from getting an actual shot on net. He had 
another well-timed recovery in the first after O’Connor blocked his 
clearing attempt and he used his body to block the eventual shot. 

David Kämpf  

We got the return of the Kämpf overtime starts. He won the draw in 
overtime, so the strategy continues to work. The penalty on MacKinnon 
was tough. MacKinnon is hilariously fast and swinging the stick was only 
going to result in a penalty. 

William Nylander  

Colordano’s system neutralized Nylander a bit. The space in the neutral 
zone wasn’t there for him to attack with speed and when he did get 
shots, they were blocked. He did have a great cross-crease feed to Rielly 
though on the power play but for the most part, the dynamic offence 
we’re used to wasn’t there tonight. 

C+ 

Michael Bunting  

That give-and-go between him and Nylander after his initial breakout and 
drop pass was one of the few moments in the second half of the game 
where the Leafs were able to get a high-danger chance on Georgiev. 

Alex Kerfoot  

Good stick plays on the penalty kill helping the Leafs go 4/5. I’ve also 
noticed Kerfoot throwing more hits on the forecheck to slow the 
opposition a bit while reinforcements are coming from the bench. 

C 

Zach Aston-Reese 

He had a fearless dive in front of Nichushkin in the first period. On the 
other side of things, Aston-Reese didn’t have any shots and struggled to 
get the puck out of the zone at times. 

Sam Lafferty 

Not sure if Lafferty should continue to be used on the second unit but his 
overall speed is an asset. Especially on those wraparound forechecks to 
create turnovers in the offensive zone. 

Timothy Liljegren 

A much better performance from Liljegren tonight, until that brutal 
turnover in overtime. He made some great reads along the blue line and 
got back on a number of rushes to disrupt puck carriers or the eventual 
pass attempt. That said, losing the puck at the start of overtime is a tough 
image that stains those good moments. 

Game Score  

Final grade: B 

That was a close one. Samsonov kept it from getting worse. The 
Avalanche’s control of the neutral zone made it difficult for the Leafs to 
control the flow of play and the speed of their zone entries. Instead, they 
had to charge into the offensive zone and battle for their chances. At the 
same time, the Leafs stuck with it and chipped away at the game when 
things tightened up on them in the second and third periods. 

If the Leafs wound up winning the game and there was some rule that 
Samsonov couldn’t get the player of the game, it definitely should go to 
Rielly. This is the Rielly the Leafs need: the one who can have positive 
and noticeable contributions on either end of the ice. 

Keefe on Rielly: "That's what we need to see from Morgan in terms of 
jumping into those holes, being that guy off the puck that can be a threat 
for us offensively. He played hard and defended well, as well." #Leafs 

— Terry Koshan 🇺🇦 (@koshtorontosun) March 16, 2023 

I do wonder if this is a game that makes Keefe want to return to the 
regular 12-6. It would depend on how they choose to get Luke Schenn 
back into the lineup. If you’re going to get games like these where only 
one line can be an offensive factor, you need to explore bringing more 
attacking power up front. 

What’s next for the Leafs?  

The Carolina Hurricanes are the final team on this latest home stretch as 
the Leafs start their weekend back-to-back on Friday at 7:00 p.m. on 
TSN4. 
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College hockey player, son of interim Flyers GM, apologizes for 
wheelchair incident 

Brière and two other individuals with him at the time of the incident are 
student-athletes 

 

by Ximena Conde 

 

Mercyhurst University men’s hockey player Carson Brière — son of 
Danny Brière, interim general manager of the Flyers and a 17-year 
veteran of the NHL — has apologized for pushing an empty wheelchair 
down a flight of stairs. 

“I am deeply sorry for my behavior on Saturday,” wrote Brière in a 
statement. “There is no excuse for my actions, and I will do whatever I 
can to make up for this serious lack of judgment.” 

Video of the incident was posted online Tuesday afternoon by a Twitter 
user who claimed to know the owner of the wheelchair. The user, who 
identified herself as Julia Zukowski, publicly accused Brière of being the 
man pushing the wheelchair. 
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According to the Erie school of about 3,000 students, its office of Student 
Conduct and the Department of Police and Safety are investigating. A 
spokesperson for Mercyhurst said the investigation could take weeks, but 
the school’s initial investigation found Brière and two other individuals 
with him at the time of the incident are student-athletes. Per school 
policy, all three students have been placed on interim suspension from 
their teams pending the outcome of the investigation. 

The Inquirer could not reach Zukowski for comment. 

I usually don’t post anything serious on my twitter but something 
happened Saturday night and just can’t stomach the thought of this kid 
getting away with it. In the video below is a @MercyhurstU student and is 
currently on the @HurstMensHockey team. Carson Briere. 
pic.twitter.com/kWWlEYEc7V 

— julia (@juliazukowski) March 14, 2023 

Rick Filippi, one of the owners of Sullivan’s pub and a former mayor of 
Erie, confirmed to the Erie Times-News that the incident took place at the 
bar. 

In the video, which is timestamped for Saturday night and has a clear 
view of the top of the stairs at what looks like a bar, two young men are 
seen talking. One sits and scoots the wheelchair a bit before getting out 
and tipping it down the stairs. After watching the wheelchair reach the 
bottom of the stairs, both men walk into a room where people are 
dancing. 

The original Twitter post said the owner of the wheelchair had left it at the 
top of the stairs because she had to be carried to the bathrooms 
downstairs. The owner of the wheelchair is considering legal action and 
choosing to remain anonymous for now, per the tweet thread . 

The video elicited strong reactions, with many pointing out how 
expensive wheelchairs are even with insurance. 

Responding to Brière’s apology, Mercyhurst said in a statement that his 
actions fell short of the school’s belief “in the inherit dignity of each 
person.” The school, read the statement, stands in solidarity with the 
victim and all people with disabilities who found the incident offensive. 

“Our Mercy tradition also reminds us that students and all people who 
make poor choices deserve opportunities to learn, change behaviors, 
and atone for harmful actions,” said the school. 

Still, the statement should not be taken to mean Brière won’t be facing 
discipline from the school, according to a spokesperson, who did not 
provide further details. 

Brière has played men’s ice hockey for Mercyhurst, an NCAA Division I 
program, since the 2020-21 season and been praised for his 
contributions. 

Initially playing for Arizona State University, Carson Brière was dismissed 
from that men’s hockey team after his first semester for violating team 
rules. 

In an interview with College Hockey News, Brière said he was simply not 
committed to hockey at the time. 

“I was just going out; I wasn’t taking hockey seriously,” Brière told CHN. 
“Too much partying. That’s probably the best way to put it.” 

In a statement Wednesday, Danny Brière said his son accepts full 
responsibility for his behavior. 

“I was shocked to see Carson’s actions in the video that was shared on 
social media yesterday,” he wrote. “They are inexcusable and run 
completely counter to our family’s values of treating people with respect.” 
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With Flyers officially acknowledging a ‘rebuild,’ all eyes turn to June’s 
NHL draft 

As the Flyers embark on what Comcast Spectacor chairman Dave Scott 
deems a "multiyear process," a top-heavy 2023 draft offers a chance at 
landing a franchise cornerstone. 

If the season ended today, the Flyers would have an 8.5% chance at 
landing Connor Bedard via the draft lottery, according to Tankathon. 
Columbus currently has the best odds at 25.5%. 

 

by Gustav Elvin 

 

The narrative began to change two weeks ago, with former Flyers 
general manager Chuck Fletcher and head coach John Tortorella 
publicly revealing a sudden shift in the strategy and direction of the 
organization. 

The Flyers were no longer trying to be “competitive the rest of the way,” 
as Fletcher had stated on Dec. 1, and as the organization has stubbornly 
— and often recklessly — aimed to be for the entirety of its existence in 
spite of overwhelming evidence to do the contrary. Instead, the Flyers 
would be looking to be sellers and to “get younger” for the future. Danny 
Brière, who took over as interim GM after Fletcher was fired on Friday, 
hammered home that point this weekend by using the elusive word: 
rebuild. 

 

It was a long overdue and necessary acknowledgment from the 
organization, and a 180 from what fans have been told for a decade, 
even as recently as last summer. But the Flyers claim they finally are 
prepared to take the long-term approach and undergo what Comcast 
Spectacor chairman Dave Scott deems a “multiyear process.” 

When it comes to rebuilding, the draft takes on almost immeasurable 
significance. Taking your lumps, accumulating high-end picks, hitting on 
some of those picks, and developing the players you pick before having 
to pay them big money is the best way to build a contender in sports. 
Hockey is no different. 

The Chicago Blackhawks, for instance, missed the playoffs in nine of the 
10 seasons prior to winning three Stanley Cups in the 2010s led by 
homegrown stars like Patrick Kane (No. 1 overall in 2007) and Jonathan 
Toews (No. 3 overall in 2006). Last year’s champions, the Colorado 
Avalanche, did the same and bottomed out before drafting future 
franchise pillars like Gabriel Landeskog (No. 2 overall in 2011), Nathan 
MacKinnon (No. 1 overall in 2013), Mikko Rantanen (No. 10 overall in 
2015), and Cale Makar ( No. 4 overall in 2017). Led by budding superstar 
Jack Hughes (No. 1 overall in 2019), the New Jersey Devils have the 
third-most points in the league this season after tearing it all down and 
seeing out a lengthy rebuild. 

The Flyers are just beginning their “process,” and if they hope to one day 
have any chance of ending what is now a 48-year Cup drought, they will 
not only need to be patient with young players but they will need to be 
bad. It won’t be good for Comcast’s bottom line, for attendance, or for 
fans hoping to see good hockey. 

There are also no guarantees it will work because of the variables at play 
when it comes to rebuilding — scouting, player development, and injuries 
to name a few. Flyers fans will know this better than most having seen 
what transpired with Nolan Patrick. That said, tearing it all down and 
rebuilding is the right and only course left. 

While unintentional, this process essentially started last season, as the 
Flyers finished with the league’s fourth-worst record. For their futility, they 
were awarded the No. 5 pick in the draft and selected forward Cutter 
Gauthier. Taking the 6-foot-2, 193-pound Gauthier was a big swing on a 
player with major upside. With good size, an NHL-ready shot, and some 
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positional versatility, Gauthier just completed a strong freshman season 
at Boston College with 16 goals and 37 points in 32 games. 

The Flyers hope they have landed a franchise building block in Cutter 
Gauthier, the No. 5 pick in last year's draft. 

In Gauthier and 24-year-old Owen Tippett, a former top-10 pick acquired 
last season in the Claude Giroux trade, the Flyers look to have at least 
two players with game-breaker potential. They may also have finally 
solved their long-time goalie riddle in Carter Hart, who, at 24, has played 
like a high-end No. 1 this season. Shopping veterans with contract terms 
like Travis Konecny, Kevin Hayes, and Ivan Provorov this summer could 
yield further assets for the future like draft picks and prospects — the 
Flyers already have one additional first-rounder (2024 or 2025) from the 
Giroux trade. That is not nearly enough but it is a start. 

The Flyers likely will have a good chance to add at least one more 
franchise building block in June. In a strong draft that features a 
generational talent in Canadian phenom Connor Bedard and three others 
who would go No. 1 overall in most drafts, the Flyers (59 points) currently 
rank fifth in the draft lottery order, per Tankathon. That would give them 
an 8.5% chance of landing Bedard, although it is feasible that the Flyers, 
who have lost 16 of their last 20 games, could still slide further. While 
catching any of the top three in Columbus (49 points), San Jose (51 
points), and Chicago (52 points) seems unlikely, the Flyers are just five 
points back of fourth-worst Anaheim (54 points), which is surging at the 
moment with points in eight of 10 games. The NHL announced on 
Wednesday that the draft lottery draw will take place on May 8. 

While Bedard, who has put up video-game numbers for the WHL’s 
Regina Pats this season (61 goals and 125 points in 51 games), and also 
dominated the most recent World Junior Championships with Team 
Canada, is the unquestioned crown jewel of this draft class, he is not the 
only potential game-breaker. University of Michigan center Adam Fantilli, 
the projected No. 2 pick, Russian dynamo Matvei Michkov, and 6-foot-3 
Swedish center Leo Carlsson, are all viewed as high-end prospects who 
most draft experts grade out as future NHL All-Stars. 

Fantilli is in the midst of an all-time collegiate season for a freshman, as 
he leads the nation with 60 points in 32 games, while Michkov (nine 
goals, 20 points in 27 games) is doing unprecedented things for a 
teenager in the KHL. Finally, Carlsson has risen up draft boards after a 
strong World Juniors and continues to play a key role in the SHL for a 
playoff team in Örebro. There is a bit of a dropoff after that, so the Flyers 
landing one of the top four would be a massive boon for the organization 
as it takes its maiden voyage into rebuilding. 

The Flyers have checked the first box necessary in any rebuild by looking 
in the mirror and acknowledging the reflection isn’t pretty. They finally 
seem to have a long-term plan. Now, will they see it out and be able to 
execute it? 
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Flyers to learn NHL draft lottery fate on May 8 

The Flyers, who currently hold the fifth-best odds at landing the No. 1 
overall pick, are looking to land a franchise cornerstone to jumpstart their 
rebuild. 

 

by Staff Reports 

 

Flyers fans, you can finally mark your calendars. 

The NHL announced Wednesday that it will hold the draft lottery on 
Monday, May 8 at the NHL Network studios in Secaucus, N.J. The draft 

lottery will air from 7-7:30 p.m. ET on ESPN in the United States, and 
Sportsnet and TVAS in Canada. 

The lottery takes on added significance this season, as the winner would 
presumably land Regina Pats forward, and consensus No. 1 pick, 
Connor Bedard, who has torn up both the Western Hockey League (61 
goals, 125 points in 51 games) and World Juniors (nine goals, 23 points 
in seven games). Bedard is viewed as a generational talent and has 
been compared to the likes of Connor McDavid and Sidney Crosby. 

Flyers fans will need to pray to the hockey gods for some lottery luck, as 
the team currently holds the fifth-best odds, or an 8.5% chance of landing 
the No. 1 overall pick, per Tankathon. Columbus currently sits in pole 
position with a 25.5% chance of landing Bedard. The Flyers, who fired 
general manager and president of hockey operations Chuck Fletcher last 
Friday, are in full rebuild mode and seem finally prepared to take a more 
long-term approach. 

The 2023 draft, which will be held from June 28-29 in Nashville, Tenn., is 
believed to be strong with Bedard and three other players who would 
normally be in the conversation to be selected with the No. 1 overall pick. 
Those other three players are University of Michigan freshman Adam 
Fantilli, Russian winger Matvei Michkov, and Swedish center Leo 
Carlsson. All three have received NHL All-Star projections from most 
draft experts. 

Last season, the Flyers finished with the fourth-worst record in the NHL 
but wound up with the No. 5 pick after the lottery draw. They selected 
forward Cutter Gauthier from the United States national development 
team program. Gauthier just completed his first season at Boston 
College, tallying 16 goals and 37 points in 32 games. 

Breakaways 

Interim general manager Danny Brière, and his son Carson, both issued 
statements Wednesday after a video surfaced of Carson, a hockey 
player at Mercyhurst University, pushing a vacant wheelchair down a 
flight of stairs at a bar over the weekend. The wheelchair allegedly 
belonged to a patron who was in the bathroom at the time. “I was 
shocked to see Carson’s actions in the video that was shared on social 
media yesterday,” Brière wrote. “They are inexcusable and run 
completely counter to our family’s values of treating people with respect.” 
... The Flyers loaned goaltender Samuel Ersson back to the Lehigh 
Valley Phantoms Wednesday. Ersson served as the backup goalie on 
Tuesday night against the Vegas Golden Knights with Carter Hart 
unavailable due to illness. 
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Carson Briere, son of Flyers' GM, 'deeply sorry' for tossing woman's 
wheelchair down stairs 

 

BY NBC10 STAFF 

 

Carson Briere was a Flyers development camp invite in 2019. 

Philadelphia Flyers interim general manager Danny Briere has called the 
actions of his son Carson "inexcusable" after the younger Briere was 
caught on surveillance camera pushing a wheelchair down a flight of 
stairs at a bar. 

The event happened Saturday evening at a bar near the campus of 
Mercyhurst University in Erie, Pa. Video below of the incident went viral 
after its publication on Twitter on Tuesday, prompting the University to 
release a statement. 

pic.twitter.com/Fy62bYhKQU— Mercyhurst University (@MercyhurstU) 
March 15, 2023 
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“I was shocked to see Carson’s actions in the video that was shared on 
social media yesterday. They are inexcusable and run completely 
counter to our family’s values on treating people with respect. Carson is 
very sorry and accepts full responsibility for his behavior," said the elder 
Briere, who was named the Flyers' interim GM on Friday. 

Carson Briere admitted that he was indeed seen in the video abusing 
someone else's property. He apologized in a statement that was shared 
with NBC10. 

“I am deeply sorry for my behavior on Saturday. There is no excuse for 
my actions, and I will do whatever I can to make up for this serious lack 
of judgment," said Carson Briere. 

The younger Briere plays Division 1 ice hockey for Mercyhurst University. 
He previously played hockey at Arizona State University, where he was 
dismissed from the team in 2019 after "a violation of team rules." 
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Flyers’ Owen Tippett is progressing into an impact player: ‘He’s got all 
the tools’ 

 

By Charlie O'Connor 

 

This time last year, Owen Tippett wasn’t even on an NHL team. 

His last game for the Florida Panthers came on Feb. 16, followed by a 
demotion to the AHL’s Charlotte Checkers six days later. 

That final appearance with the Panthers? Tippett skated for 7:50 minutes 
of ice time. 

These days, that would be an average period for Tippett. 

“Yeah, it’s definitely crazy. Looking back, I think my average last year 
was like eight minutes or something on ice,” the 24-year-old recalled (it 
was actually 12:32 minutes). “It’s crazy what a change of scenery can do 
for guys.” 

On March 1, 2023, Tippett hit the ice for the Philadelphia Flyers for a 
whopping 27:40 minutes. Four nights later, head coach John Tortorella 
entrusted him with 24:09. And over the past nine games, Tippett has 
cracked the 20-minute mark in all but one of them. Suddenly, Tippett is 
the Flyers’ all-situations, go-to forward as 2022-23 comes to a close. 

“Anytime you get leaned on, it’s exciting,” Tippett said. 

And it’s not an impulsive decision. With Travis Konecny — still the team’s 
top scorer — out with an upper-body injury, Tortorella and the Flyers are 
using the final month and a half of 2022-23 to plan for the future, with 
Tippett at the top of the list. 

“I want to give everybody a chance to play as much as they can in these 
games to evaluate,” Tortorella said last week. “So Tipp’s kind of running 
with it right now, and I don’t think I can take it away from him.” 

The organizational goal: find out just how good Tippett can become. 

Two weeks ago, then-Flyers GM Chuck Fletcher dropped a revealing 
tidbit in his pre-trade deadline commentary on his club. 

“We need more high-end talent. We’ve been saying that for a while,” 
Fletcher acknowledged. “Over the last 12 months, we’ve added Tippett 
and Cutter Gauthier, and that’s a good start.” 

Fletcher may be gone, but the organizational mandate to unearth high-
end talent rightfully survives him. Gauthier — the 2022 No. 5 pick — 
clearly has top-of-the-lineup upside, as he’s shown in his freshman 
season with Boston College. But Tippett? Sure, he was the No. 10 pick in 

2017, but we’re still talking about a 24-year-old with 34 points in 62 
games in what has clearly been his best NHL season. Could he actually 
develop into a true impact player as Fletcher hinted the Flyers haven’t yet 
ruled out? 

Count Scott Laughton as one of the believers. 

“One of my favorite guys to watch from the bench,” he said. “I feel every 
time he gets the puck in our D zone, there’s an opportunity for him for a 
soft chip and almost a breakaway, I feel, or an odd-man rush.” 

And that, at its core, is what the sudden dramatic increase in Tippett’s 
responsibilities are about. 

This season, Tippett has established himself as — at the very least — a 
good NHL forward. He’s on a 24-goal pace over 82 games. On a team 
that regularly loses the shot and chance battles at even strength, 
Tippett’s results by advanced metrics are solid — a 48.29 percent on-ice 
expected goals share at five-on-five (team average: 46.03 percent) and a 
+0.022 xG impact on his teammates at even strength (48th percentile 
among NHL forwards). His 6.5 Goals Above Replacement mark by 
Evolving-Hockey’s model ranks him second among Philadelphia 
forwards, trailing only Noah Cates. 

And that’s just by the numbers. Tippett passes the eye test as well, with 
his tantalizing size and speed combination. He’s developed into a truly 
fearsome player on the rush, taking full advantage of his skating threat to 
back off defenders, and his plus wrist shot to use that time and speed to 
beat the netminder clean. 

But Tippett’s game isn’t without flaws. 

For starters, while his defensive issues aren’t enough to make him a 
play-driving liability, they’re certainly present. In terms of his impact on 
even strength chance creation, Tippett is in the 72nd percentile among 
NHL forwards, but by chance prevention, he’s way down in the 21st 
percentile. Tortorella’s continued emphasis on Tippett improving his 
decision-making — both with and without the puck — is justified. 

“I think a part of his game that he needs to improve at (is) he turns (over) 
some pucks, he exposes the puck,” Tortorella said. “I think he needs to 
learn how to protect the puck a little bit more when there’s not a play.” 

But where Tippett could take an even bigger leap? Finishing on more of 
his chances. 

This was a major issue for Tippett at the NHL level heading into 2022-23, 
and he’s made serious strides in addressing it. Despite his obvious talent 
shooting the puck, Tippett somehow posted an underwhelming 7.9 
percent shooting percentage through his first 115 NHL games. This year, 
the sniping ability has finally emerged, and Tippett is up to 10.1 percent, 
a significant improvement. 

Still, that seems low for a player with Tippett’s shooting talent, especially 
given how many times he’s scored this season from distance on wrist 
shots. The problem? Tippett has struggled at finishing around the net, as 
the below chart from HockeyViz shows. Note how from distance — his 
devastating wrist shot — Tippett overperforms the league average, but 
from in close — theoretically, the easier place to score — he significantly 
underperforms. 

Tortorella and the coaching staff’s approach to addressing the issue? 
More reps. Specifically, a lot more ice time, and heavy encouragement to 
take the puck to the net whenever possible in those extra minutes. 

“I want to see him stick his leg out occasionally and bring things to the 
paint,” Tortorella explained last week. “I haven’t seen a lot of that. I think 
he’s had opportunities to do that. So I think that’s the next progression.” 

Tippett acknowledged that it’s not necessarily a mentality that comes 
naturally to him, but he’s working to incorporate more of a “power game” 
into his skill set, as Tortorella calls it. 

“I think there’s just little habits where — and I’ve talked about it, we’ve 
talked about it before — where I just rely on my shot when I get into 
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certain situations,” he said. “If I can take it to the far post, or just maybe 
not even get a shot off sometimes just get it towards the net, that’s 
something that I can kind of add in.” 

“I want him bringing pucks to the net,” Tortorella said. “I want to see the 
power part of it. Is he going to be a guy that sits on the outside and relies 
on that shot? Or is he gonna bring another dimension to where he’s 
gonna be a handful bringing the puck to the net?” 

Tippett is certainly doing his best to oblige his coach over this final 
stretch of games, as he proved again on Tuesday. 

That’s a player making a real effort to listen to instructions and expand 
his skill set in the process. 

It’s that quality of Tippett that has quickly endeared him to Tortorella. 
Tippett may not be a boisterous, animated personality — he’s certainly 
no Tony DeAngelo. But Tippett cares, in more ways than one. 

“He’s a quiet guy. I think Torts has said it — very coachable. He wants to 
learn, he wants to do better,” Laughton said. 

Tortorella, of course, is far from quiet. It’s why it was fair to worry entering 
the season that Tortorella might not click with the reserved Tippett, in the 
same way that he and Travis Sanheim have struggled to fully connect 
thus far. 

But that hasn’t been the case when it comes to Tippett, who is having his 
best season yet under Torts. 

“I think a big part of coaching is … and not just with Tipp and (being) a 
quiet guy … you know, we can pound our chests and go after people 
because maybe at the end of the day, you got it off your chest as a 
coach. I think you’ve got to be really careful,” Tortorella said. “It’s really 
not about you. It’s about trying to get the best, and trying to get a player 
as well motivated as you can. And it’s different types, it’s different types 
of things you have to do.” 

In other words, Tippett might not necessarily be the type who responds 
best to a fiery tirade, though Tortorella acknowledged being tough on 
Tippett at times in the first half of the season. Instead, perhaps he’s best 
served by patient feedback and increased responsibilities as a reward for 
accepting it. 

“The biggest thing … I want to get out of his way, I’ll bring up a couple of 
thoughts, but then I just want him to play,” Tortorella said. “And I want 
him to kind of play with some other parts of his game and see where it 
goes.” 

It’s also helped that Tippett has been fully accepted by his new 
teammates in Philadelphia. 

James Richmond, Tippett’s head coach in the OHL, noted last year that 
Tippett’s caring nature didn’t just extend to coaching feedback. He truly 
cared about his junior teammates as well. Those relationships, Richmond 
believed, helped to increase his comfort level and propel his game to 
new heights. 

“When he was here, and if somebody got hit in the mouth and had to go 
see the dentist or had to be picked up, he would come in (to my office) 
and say — I wouldn’t even ask him — he would say, I’ve got Billy at the 
dentist tomorrow, I’m picking him up. That type of thing,” Richmond said. 

If Tippett gained that support system in the NHL, Richmond believed, the 
results would follow. 

“As soon as he knows somebody believes in him, he’ll break out of those 
brick walls that he has around him right now,” he said. 

He’s found it in the Flyers’ locker room. His friendship with Morgan Frost 
goes back to their OHL days and has only grown stronger as they’ve 
become full-time teammates. He’s close with Joel Farabee as well and 
lives down the street from Laughton in the summer. 

“A great human being, I would say,” Laughton responded when asked to 
describe Tippett. “And just a good guy to be around, honestly. A guy I 
hang out with a lot of the road, and guys always seem to go to him.” 

Tippett may not be the life of the locker room party. But that doesn’t 
mean he hasn’t found his niche — a predictable one, based on 
Richmond’s observations. 

“He’s the guy in our room that’s leaned on off the ice, too, and I think his 
role will develop in that still,” Laughton said. “It’s exactly what (Richmond) 
said — it’s the Tipper’s personality. Just that quiet confidence about him. 
Great teammate.” 

“I’m really comfortable with the guys here, everyone’s good, we’ve got a 
good group,” Tippett said. “I’m happy to be a part of this.” 

Tippett has taken a significant step forward in 2022-23. He’s scoring 
more. He’s clicking with his mercurial coach. And he’s found his place in 
a once-unfamiliar locker room. 

But can he actually take the step into the high-end status that Fletcher 
theorized he might? 

There are real reasons for skepticism. Tippett just turned 24 — an age at 
which most impact players are already in the heart of their primes, not 
still striving to improve enough just to approach such a level. His current 
metrics paint the picture of more of a quality middle-six scorer — one 
with a very unique, desirable skill set, to be sure, but a middle-six scorer 
all the same. And he is still just one year removed from failing to crack 
the Florida lineup; a regression is always possible. 

But while Tippett has taken a big leap at 23, also on the older end for a 
prospect, it’s not out of the realm of possibility he makes another. In 
addition, he’s yet to skate with a high-end playmaking center at the NHL 
level. His best one in Florida was Sam Bennett, and in Philadelphia, he’s 
spent the bulk of his time with Frost, who is still trying to prove his NHL 
bona fides as well. 

It won’t be easy. Tippett will need to clean up his defensive warts, add 
the “power” element to his game that Tortorella wants to see and retain 
all of his gains from his first 62 games in the process. But as the season 
winds down, the Flyers are intent on giving Tippett as many opportunities 
as possible to prove he can do just that and take yet another major step 
forward into becoming the type of high-scoring winger the team so 
desperately needs. 

Laughton thinks so. 

“I think he’s got all the tools for it,” Laughton said. “(He’s) still figuring out 
the game, and I think that will come. But he’s looked really, really good, 
and if he continues to grow like that, I think he’s going to be a dominant 
player in this league.” 

This is certainly the time to find out if Laughton could be right. 
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Carson Briere, son of Flyers GM, ‘deeply sorry’ for pushing wheelchair 
down stairs 

 

By The Athletic Staff 

 

Carson Briere, a center on Mercyhurst University’s hockey team and the 
son of Philadelphia Flyers interim general manager Daniel Briere, said he 
was “deeply sorry” after video circulated on social media Tuesday of him 
pushing an unoccupied wheelchair down a set of stairs. On Wednesday 
night, Mercyhurst University released a statement indicating Briere is one 
of three student athletes placed on “interim suspension from their athletic 
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teams per school policy, pending the outcome of the investigative 
process.” 

“There is no excuse for my actions, and I will do whatever I can to make 
up for this serious lack of judgment,” Carson Briere said in a personal 
statement. 

Daniel Briere was “shocked” to see his son’s actions in the video, he 
said. 

I usually don’t post anything serious on my twitter but something 
happened Saturday night and just can’t stomach the thought of this kid 
getting away with it. In the video below is a @MercyhurstU student and is 
currently on the @HurstMensHockey team. Carson Briere. 
pic.twitter.com/kWWlEYEc7V 

— julia (@juliazukowski) March 14, 2023 

Mercyhurst said Tuesday it was aware of a “disturbing video in which one 
of (their) student-athletes is seen pushing an unoccupied wheelchair 
down a flight of stairs at a local establishment.” The school said that its 
Office of Student Conduct of the Department of Police and Safety are 
investigating the incident. 

On Wednesday, the school said it “has heard a considerable outcry 
regarding the video” and that Carson Briere had “taken responsibility for 
his actions” in his statement. 

“We pray for and are in solidarity with the victim and all persons with 
disabilities who rightfully find actions like this deeply offensive,” the 
school added. “Our Mercy tradition also reminds us that students and all 
people who make poor choices deserve opportunities to learn, change 
behaviors, and atone for harmful actions.” 

Daniel Briere took over as Philadelphia’s GM last week after Chuck 
Fletcher was fired. He previously played in the NHL for 17 seasons, six of 
them with the Flyers. 

“I was shocked to see Carson’s actions in the video that was shared on 
social media yesterday. They are inexcusable and run completely 
counter to our family’s values of treating people with respect,” his 
statement said. “Carson is very sorry and accepts full responsibility for 
his behavior.” 

Carson Briere, a junior at Mercyhurst, has appeared in 59 games in his 
college career. He was the Mercyhurst Freshman of the Year in the 
2020-21 season. Prior to college, Briere played one season with the Trail 
Smoke Eaters of the BCHL. 
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Braden Schneider's most amazing skill could be staying out of box 

 

Larry Brooks 

 

Every once in a while a stat pops up that seems impossible. 

One of them is the fact Braden Schneider, the Rangers’ physical 
defenseman who has earned the tag “Baby Trouba” for obvious reasons, 
has taken a total of three minor penalties in 1,026 minutes on the ice. 

“I always try to be hard, I want to be physical, I want to be the guy who 
wins the battles,” the 21-year-old sophomore said. “But I try not to get my 
stick up, I want to play stick on puck, I keep my elbows in. I’m aware of 
all that. I guess I’ve also been fortunate.” 

Schneider is one of three defensemen to have played at least 1,000 
minutes with three minors, along with Ottawa’s Jake Sanderson and San 
Jose’s Marc-Eduard Vlasic. 

That type of distinction would have eluded Schneider in his minor hockey 
days. 

“When I was younger I missed a ton of games after taking majors. I 
would catch guys high and then I’d be sitting,” he said. “But then when I 
got into junior, I did a better job of picking my spots. I learned to explode 
through guys lower.” 

Schneider takes a minor for every 342 minutes on the ice. 

Astonishing. By contrast, Adam Fox takes one for every 111:00; Ben 
Harpur, one every 109 minutes; K’Andre Miller, one every 108:00; Jacob 
Trouba, one every 90 minutes; Ryan Lindgren, one every 60 minutes; 
and Niko Mikkola, one every, uh (or is that, uh-oh?), 37 minutes as a 
Ranger. 

Rules governing hitting changed between Schneider’s first and second 
years of peewee, when he was 11 and 12. Hitting was allowed his first 
season, but not his second. 

“Without hitting that second year, I learned more using my feet to get into 
position and angling guys off the play,” Schneider said. “The first year, 
though … it was fun.” 

Ryan Lindgren will miss his ninth straight game Thursday with the left 
shoulder injury he incurred at Washington on Feb. 25. The erstwhile first-
pair left defenseman skated on his own before practice Wednesday. 

“He’s getting close,” head coach Gerard Gallant said. “He’s doing well, 
but we’re in a situation where we’re going to make sure. There’s no 
sense putting him back in for one game and something goes wrong.“It’s 
progressing every day, he’s getting better, it’s not a setback. It just takes 
time. I was hoping for a week ago, but we’ve got to be smart here.” 

Patrick Kane stepped on a puck and fell to the ice on one knee at 
practice Wednesday. He remained down for a bit while staying out for 
extra time. 

“I’m fine, I’m good,” he said later, shaking his head. “It was pretty funny.” 

No one seemed to be laughing at the time. 
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Vincent Trocheck vows Rangers won't get 'pushed around' in NHL 
playoffs 

 

Larry Brooks  

 

No one questions the Rangers’ skill. The popular question, however, is 
whether the club will thrive in the playoff crucible when will often 
overrides skill. 

To Vincent Trocheck, a guy whose bite is made for the playoff grind — 
and don’t we know it off their seven-game series last year against the 
Hurricanes, when he was one of the bad guys — it is not much of a 
question at all. 

“Our so-called, ‘skill guys’ aren’t going to back down or be pushed 
around,” Trocheck told The Post. ‘[Patrick] Kane can certainly take the 
grind, he won three Cups. No one is shoving around [Vladimir] 
Tarasenko. Mika [Zibanejad], he’s built for the playoffs. Our fourth line is 
one of the best in the league. Our back end plays heavy. 

“I don’t see any problem in that area.” 

The Rangers host the Penguins at the Garden both Thursday and 
Saturday in what will be Pittsburgh’s last realistic chance to overtake the 
Blueshirts for third place in the division. The gap is eight points with 15 
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games to go. If the chippy overtime match in Pittsburgh last Sunday is 
any indication, the upcoming pair of games will have a playoff feel to 
them. 

That suits Trocheck, who had a noteworthy physical exchange with 
Evgeni Malkin on Sunday. Trocheck emerged on top by setting up Chris 
Kreider’s third-period tying goal after he bounced Malkin to the ice from 
behind. 

“When the space gets tighter and the physicality ramps up, I think that’s 
more my game,” said Trocheck, a Pittsburgh native. “I would never say 
that, ‘I’m built for the playoffs,’ but I become more mentally engaged, it 
helps with my energy level. I have more jump. 

“It’s not something that I necessarily plan before a game. It develops 
during the game depending on the flow and the style. If it gets chippy, if 
there’s more hitting, that’s fine with me.” 

Unless something unforeseen develops, the Rangers will face either the 
Devils or Hurricanes in the first round, and, if form holds, the other team 
in the second round — if the Blueshirts can get there. Neither of those 
teams will be able to bully the Rangers. 

Of course, it is not necessarily about being bullied. It’s about being able 
to get to the inside and win the 50-50s that often determine the outcome 
of a series. To that extent, head coach Gerard Gallant said he has no 
qualms about his team’s lineup or makeup. 

“I don’t see any issue with that, honestly,” Gallant said. “Our team was 
different last year. We all know we had Ryan Reaves and those type of 
players. It was a different team. 

“This year’s team plays a different game. We don’t play the same game. 
We’re more [about] puck management, puck possession. We’re not as 
aggressive on the forecheck as we were in the past but we’re still a real 
good team. 

“You look at the teams that won, the teams that have been good. 
Colorado, the Pittsburgh Penguins have been a real good team and 
we’re have the same type elements of those teams,” he said. “I’m not 
worried about going out there and fighting. 

“Did we have that in the past? Yes, we did. Do we still have some of it 
now? Some of it but not as much but I like our team. I think we did a real 
good job at the deadline getting the people we got. 

“It’s a different makeup. But I think we have a real good chance to win.” 

Barclay Goodrow can be an agitator. A mean one, too, Same for Tyler 
Motte. Jimmy Vesey is an aggravating opponent. Again, though, there is 
a question about whether the Rangers have enough pains-in-the-butt to 
play against. 

“Are you talking about ‘ratty guys?’ ” Trocheck asked. “In my experience, 
those guys kind of go away when the stakes get that high. 

“I don’t think guys get under your skin by yapping and doing that kind of 
stuff. The way you get under a guy’s skin is by being relentless, by not 
giving up on plays, by battling in front. 

“That’s the way. And we have that.” 
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Conor McGregor was loving the Rangers-Capitals scuffle at MSG 

 

Jaclyn Hendricks  

 

Conor McGregor had quite the night at Madison Square Garden on 
Tuesday. 

When taking in a primetime matchup between the New York Rangers 
and the Washington Capitals, the MMA superstar, 34, looked particularly 
enthused about a fiery moment in the second period as Rangers forward 
Tyler Motte and Capitals winger Tom Wilson nearly came to blows. 

With 2.6 seconds left to go in the period, Motte and Wilson scuffled on 
the ice as players from both clubs made their way to the scrum while 
referees attempted to pull them apart. 

Conor McGregor was featured on the Jumbotron during the New York 
Rangers-Washington Capitals game on Tuesday, March 14, 2023. 

Conor McGregor was featured on the Jumbotron during the New York 
Rangers-Washington Capitals game on Tuesday, March 14, 2023. 

NHL on ESPN/YouTube 

As the melee unfolded, McGregor was shown on the Jumbotron smiling. 

The Rangers eventually knocked off the Capitals, 5-3, in what was the 
team’s “strongest game since the trade,” head coach Gerard Gallant said 
in reference to the Patrick Kane trade. 

Kane, who was acquired by the Rangers before the NHL trade deadline 
earlier this month, was feeling the love from McGregor afterward as the 
fighter made his way to the locker room to congratulate the team. 

“Well done, well done, lads. Great to watch you live,” McGregor told the 
Blueshirts in a video shared on the Rangers’ Instagram account. 

“We almost saw some fights. We didn’t even need to. Congratulations, 
guys, that was a great game.” 

The Rangers have a long history with Wilson, dating back to the end of 
the 2020-’21 season. 

Wilson hammer-punched a prone Pavel Buchnevich and rag-dolled 
Artemi Panarin in a game on May 3, 2021. 

McGregor was treated to a VIP experience at the Garden, where he 
scored a personalized Rangers jersey and mingled with the legendary 
goalie Henrik Lundqvist. 

“Always great to be back in New York and at @thegarden! Congrats to 
the @nyrangers tonight!” McGregor wrote Wednesday on Instagram. 

The Rangers improved to 38-19-10 with Tuesday’s win over the Capitals 
and remain in third place in the Metropolitan Division. 

They’ll host the Pittsburgh Penguins in back-to-back contests at the 
Garden beginning Thursday, with a second outing on Saturday. 
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Rangers' Ryan Lindgren misses eighth consecutive game 

 

Mollie Walker  

 

The Rangers were without Ryan Lindgren for the eighth straight game 
Tuesday night against the Capitals, the team the club faced on Feb. 25 
when they lost the 25-year-old defenseman to a hit from T.J. Oshie. 

After he joined the Rangers on their recent three-game road trip and 
participated in morning skates and practice, Lindgren did not skate with 
the team Tuesday morning and did off-ice conditioning instead. 

It could be an indication that Lindgren took a step back in his recovery 
from an apparent left shoulder injury. 
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After practice in Buffalo this past weekend, Lindgren said he’s been 
getting better each day, but the injury was taking longer to heal than it did 
earlier in the season. 

The fact that Lindgren traveled with the team could mean the Rangers 
expected him to be able to play in at least one of the games. 

Head coach Gerard Gallant has said they don’t want to rush Lindgren 
back, so expect the Rangers to give him ample time to return to 100 
percent. 

“He’s getting better,” Gallant said before the Rangers’ 5-3 win over the 
Capitals at the Garden. “Getting closer, but he’s still day-to-day. We’re 
not going to rush him at this point.” 

There’s always a possibility the Rangers could put Lindgren on long term 
injured reserve, which would be retroactive to Feb. 25. 

LTIR rules state that players have to be sidelined for at least 24 days. 

If they do that, Lindgren won’t be unable to return until next Tuesday’s 
game against the Hurricanes at Madison Square Garden. 

With Lindgren on LTIR, the Rangers would be able to exceed the salary 
cap. It would give the Rangers just under $3 million in their LTIR pool to 
call someone up from AHL Hartford, which is calculated by taking his cap 
hit of $3 million and subtracting their current cap space ($1,608, per 
CapFriendly). 

Niko Mikkola has stepped in for Lindgren on the left side of Adam Fox, 
who the Finn was not expected to play alongside when he was acquired. 

Still, Mikkola has been solid in Lindgren’s absence. 

“When we got him, we knew we got a good hockey player,” Gallant said 
of Mikkola, who was part of the trade with St. Louis for Vladimir 
Tarasenko. “He’s a different type of player than Lindy, but he’s played 
excellent for us.” 

Aside from the fourth line of Jimmy Vesey, Barclay Goodrow and Tyler 
Motte, the Rangers’ top-nine shuffled again ahead of Tuesday’s game. 

Artemi Panarin, who had an assist, was bumped to the left of Mika 
Zibanejad (two goals), while Tarasenko (one assist) remained on the 
Swedish center’s right. 

Chris Kreider, Vincent Trocheck (one assist) and Patrick Kane (one goal, 
one assist) made up the second unit right above the Kid Line, which 
features Alexis Lafreniere, Filip Chytil and Kaapo Kakko. 
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Adam Fox misses playing with defense partner Ryan Lindgren 

 

By Colin Stephenson  

 

When Patrick Kane blasted a slap shot through a screen to beat 
Washington goalie Darcy Kuemper and give the Rangers a 3-1 lead on 
their way to a 5-3 victory Tuesday night at the Garden, Adam Fox earned 
his 50th assist of the season. 

It’s a nice achievement, Fox said after practice Wednesday. 

“I guess you always want to produce, and I think that's a signal of 
contributing,’’ he said. “I don't think it's everything. I think I've played good 
games where I don't get a point, and I've played bad games where I do. 
Obviously, you want to contribute, but it's a slippery slope to just measure 
yourself based solely on that, I think.’’ 

The greatness of Fox, the Jericho native, is that he can’t be judged solely 
on his point total. 

It’s true that, entering Wednesday, Fox was sixth in scoring among NHL 
defensemen with 60 points (10 goals, 50 assists). He has recorded 223 
points in 270 games in the league since coming out of Harvard in 2019. 
But since Day One of his NHL career, Fox has been a stalwart at the 
defensive end, as well. He not only leads the Rangers in average time on 
ice, and average power play time on ice, but he leads in shorthanded 
time on ice, as well. 

The last eight games, though, Fox has been forced to play without his 
longtime defense partner and friend, Ryan Lindgren, by his side. 
Lindgren has been out with an upper-body injury since Feb. 25, and 
according to coach Gerard Gallant, he won’t play in Thursday’s game 
against the Pittsburgh Penguins, either. 

“I miss him,’’ Fox said. “I think I’ve played what, like 99% of my games in 
the NHL with him. So, I’m obviously really comfortable with him on and 
off the ice… I mean, we're tight, and sit right next to each other in the 
locker room. And just that presence, it makes you feel more comfortable 
going into games.’’ 

In the eight games Lindgren has missed, Fox – partnered mostly with 
Niko Mikkola, who joined the team in February from St. Louis as part of 
Vladimir Tarasenko trade – has had no goals, six assists and a minus-2 
rating. The Rangers still went 5-2-1. 

Gallant said he understands Fox may be a little uncomfortable playing 
without Lindgren. 

“Well, I think it's not easy,’’ Gallant said. “They're best friends, too. I 
mean, you see them all the time together and that. It's not going to be 
much longer (before Lindgren returns), but that's the way things happen. 
People get hurt, people get sick, different things happen. You’ve got to 
play with different people, and overall I think they (Fox and Mikkola) 
played pretty well together now.’’ 

Fox said the difficulty of having to adjust to a new defense partner with 
Lindgren out. 

“There's a little tendencies here, and it's also – it's not like (Mikkola)'s 
been on the team and I've been watching him and know… where he 
might be,’’ Fox said. “It's brand new for both of us, in terms of how each 
other plays. (But) I think it's gotten better as we've gone along.’’ 
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Rangers’ narrow win against Capitals shows they’re still a work in 
progress after big roster additions 

 

Arthur Staple  

 

NEW YORK — When the Rangers added four players at the 2021-22 
trade deadline, the impact was immediate. Frank Vatrano, Andrew Copp, 
Tyler Motte and Justin Braun were not necessarily big names, but they 
filled roles that they could slide right into. 

Last season’s Rangers lost their first game with all four new guys, then 
reeled off an 11-2-1 streak to show just how well Chris Drury’s additions 
fit. You know the rest of what happened in the postseason, too. 

This year it’s also been four new guys. Motte is even back for a second 
go-round. But things have been different, rockier; even Tuesday’s 5-3 win 
over the Alex Ovechkin-less Capitals at the Garden wasn’t as smooth as 
you’d like to see, especially after a dominating first 25 minutes in which 
the Rangers looked like the sum of their very good parts and grabbed a 
4-1 lead. 
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It could have been a laugher. Instead, this win needed a Jimmy Vesey 
empty-netter to seal it after the Caps pulled within a goal in the third. 

These are not role players Drury acquired this time around. Vladimir 
Tarasenko would have been a big-enough add on his own, but then 
Drury went out and turned his roster and salary-cap situation a hundred 
different ways to make Patrick Kane fit. And it’s been a team that’s 9-5-2 
with Tarasenko and Niko Mikkola and 3-2-1 with Kane, who scored his 
first at the Garden as a Ranger and helped set up Jacob Trouba’s 4-1 
goal in the second. 

“It’s more reads,” Trouba said after the win. “Kaner will turn up with the 
puck, Bread (Artemi Panarin) will turn up with the puck when he gets in 
the O-zone. Copper (last year) is chipping pucks in. They’re more 
predictable, I think. It’s not necessarily a bad thing, but I think it takes a 
little more time to get acclimated. Learning how to play with Bread is just 
different than learning how to play with other players. You’ve got to work 
your way through that and you learn. Even when you’re not on the ice, 
you watch them play with other guys, their tendencies. It’s kind of the 
same thing switching D partners — (Adam) Fox does different things 
than I do. 

“So it’s kind of figuring out that game, adjusting. You still play your game, 
but you make reads and learn other people’s approach to the game.” 

Mika Zibanejad made one of those reads with Tarasenko on the 
Rangers’ opening goal, a nifty give-and-go that was like a basketball 
pick-and-pop play. 

Tarasenko to Zibanejad on the one-timer     
pic.twitter.com/WXixcrrWk3 

— B/R Open Ice (@BR_OpenIce) March 14, 2023 

Tarasenko and Zibanejad have been together for the vast majority of 
Tarasenko’s time with the Rangers, 153:06 of even-strength time 
according to Natural Stat Trick — that’s more in 16 Ranger games than 
Tarasenko had with all but two Blues forwards in 38 games with St. Louis 
before the trade. So the chemistry is growing. 

Kane has bounced around a bit and had an up-and-down night with 
Vincent Trocheck and Chris Kreider. Trocheck said last week he’s big on 
watching video to learn his linemates’ tendencies — he’s even gone so 
far as to Watch video of Kane’s and Panarin’s shifts from six years ago 
with the Blackhawks, when the two thrived between former Ranger Artem 
Anisimov. 

“I’m really watching just to see what the center does with those guys,” 
Trocheck said. “Talking helps a lot, video helps. Anything you can do to 
prepare better.” 

Trocheck had two assists, but that line was on for two Caps goals, 
including one in the first when Trocheck dove to the corner as the low 
forward and Kreider didn’t cover for him, leaving Nicolas Aube-Kubel 
alone for a wrist shot by Igor Shesterkin. 

“Sometimes we lose forwards in the slot, but I think we’re always playing 
not bad,” Shesterkin said. “It comes with practice.” 

Reads are important for Fox as well. He had another adventure Tuesday 
alongside Mikkola, who loves to roam around all three zones but isn’t the 
old reliable that Ryan Lindgren is for Fox — Lindgren missed his eighth 
straight game with an upper-body injury Tuesday and this was the fifth of 
those eight the Rangers allowed at least three goals. 

“Obviously you play hundreds of games with a guy and you get a little 
comfortable with tendencies and stuff like that,” Fox said Tuesday 
morning. “With someone real new like Niko, we’re both trying to figure out 
each other’s games a little bit, where each other goes on the ice. I think 
we’ve gotten a little better each game, but it’s definitely an adjustment.” 

One the Rangers would very much like to end soon. Lindgren didn’t skate 
Tuesday. If he practices Wednesday he’s a good bet to return for the first 
of the consecutive games against the Penguins on Thursday, which 
would be a huge relief to Fox, to Gerard Gallant, to everyone. 

Gallant loved the first period Tuesday. The rest was “just OK,” as the 
Rangers got cute with a three-goal lead. “Harlem Globetrotters,” was 
Gallant’s assessment. It’s hard to get reads off those over-passing plays, 
especially the ones that are easily picked off and turn into high-danger 
scoring chances. 

But it’s getting better, if that’s enough for now. The Penguins lost in 
regulation Tuesday, expanding the Rangers’ lead on the wild-card Pens 
to eight points. A sweep of this two-game set would effectively lock up 
third place in the Metro for the Rangers, who like the points and would 
also like to discuss fuller efforts after games. 

So the work continues. 

“The first period was good. That’s the team we want, the team we know 
we can be,” Trouba said. “It’s good to see how we can play, but you’ve 
got to do it all the time.” 
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Dani Rylan Kearney breaks silence, two years after leaving NWHL: ‘It’s 
still very raw’ 

 

Hailey Salvian  

 

Dani Rylan Kearney is finally ready to talk. 

It has been exactly two years since the announcement of Rylan 
Kearney’s resignation from the National Women’s Hockey League, which 
she founded in 2015. 

Rylan Kearney has not made a public comment on her sudden 
departure. But when The Athletic asked if she’d speak about her time 
with the league and how things ended, she agreed. 

“It’s still very raw for me,” Rylan Kearney said in an exclusive interview. “I 
thought I was going to be involved for much longer and have a continued 
impact.” 

Rylan Kearney launched the NWHL in March 2015 and was 
commissioner until October 2020, when she was asked to step down. 
She was replaced by Tyler Tumminia and moved into an advisory role. 
She also served as president of the W Hockey Partners, the entity that 
owns and operates the Buffalo Beauts, Connecticut Whale, Metropolitan 
Riveters and Minnesota Whitecaps. The NWHL was rebranded to the 
Premier Hockey Federation not long after she left. 

NEWS: Hearing that players in the PWHPA were told this weekend in 
California that a new league will be ready for the 2023-24 season. 

More info via @TheAthletic https://t.co/w9ZkmXKMlK 

— Hailey Salvian (@hailey_salvian) March 13, 2023 

During a wide-ranging conversation with The Athletic, Rylan Kearney 
spoke about being pushed out of the league she created, what life has 
been like since, the future of women’s hockey and more. 

Questions and answers have been edited for length and clarity.  

It’s been two years since you were last involved with the league now 
called the PHF. What has been going on in the life of Dani Rylan 
Kearney? 

Well, I started a little family. My daughter, Shae, is turning two in May, 
and my son, Kallen, is five months old. I’ve been doing some executive 
consulting with a couple of clients, so I’ve been able to roll up my sleeves 
and share my entrepreneurial edge and perspective on the businesses 
they’re trying to grow, which I’ve really enjoyed. And naturally I’m also 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 16, 2023 

 

helping out with the local girls organization near me on Long Island, 
Team Long Island. So I started with them a little over a year ago and 
we’ve since doubled our participation with the girls. It’s been a lot of fun 
being able to work with them, go to the rink, get on the ice and fulfill my 
need to be making an impact with the girls and with the girls game. 

In October 2020 you stepped down as commissioner of the league you 
founded. Five months later it was announced that you resigned. You 
haven’t spoken about this before. Can you tell me what happened, and 
how things ended? 

It definitely started behind the scenes before I stepped down as 
commissioner in October. The summer before the 2020-21 season – 
which was the COVID year – it was made clear that the new ownership in 
the league (the BTM Group, led by John and Johanna Boynton and Miles 
Arnone) wanted to restructure the league, and part of that restructure 
included me stepping down as commissioner. Part of the reasoning there 
was my conflict of interest, as I owned part of the league, as well as part 
of the teams that our ownership group (the W Hockey Partners) still 
owned at the time – Connecticut, Buffalo, Minnesota and the Riveters. 

I didn’t necessarily disagree with the concept of restructuring but I didn’t 
agree with the timing of it. Before a COVID year and with only one other 
ownership group at the table, it felt forced. If we were going to 
restructure, it made sense to have more influential voices than just one. 
And we should have more time to find the right commissioner to take 
over. It didn’t transpire as I had envisioned my stepping down. 

I knew that I wouldn’t always be the commissioner of the league, but I 
definitely felt like I would stay involved in some capacity for a while. So I 
was happy to take on the president role, even though it was a lesser role 
than commissioner. I was excited, I was jazzed up and I was really 
looking forward to a great year. 

But, fast forward to March of 2021, a week before the rescheduled Isobel 
Cup final in Boston after the broken bubble in Lake Placid, I was asked to 
resign completely. They knew I was coming to Boston to enjoy the game 
with other colleagues from around the league after all the work we’d done 
together, and they didn’t want me there. So they went to the lengths of 
forcing me to step away completely. In October, I was agreeable. The 
one in March, I felt was just classless. 

Being forced to walk away completely was an unnecessary blow, 
especially after already graciously stepping down, giving so much, not 
only in founding the league and leading the league for the first five 
seasons, but also leading those four teams through that COVID year and 
trying my best to to help our teams and our owners navigate that. That 
one was hurtful. 

The way that it was presented in the press release is that you resigned. 
So, to be clear, that wasn’t your choice? 

Correct. 

Did you get a reason why your resignation was required? 

No. 

How did it make you feel to be pushed out of the league that you founded 
and that you led for more than five years? 

(Pause) This is where I knew I was gonna get emotional. I haven’t 
spoken out loud about this. One of the benefits of being an entrepreneur 
is you get to create your dream job. The NWHL was my baby before I 
had babies. I cared so much about it existing in the first place, about the 
players, about our staff, about everything that we were able to grow and 
do, and the conversation that we started about paying women for the first 
time to play professional hockey in North America. 

I was completely caught off guard when the idea of me stepping down as 
commissioner was presented. I was able to reason, I was able to think 
about the greater good, even though I was obviously hurt by the idea of 
stepping down and taking a lesser role. And stepping away completely 
was just like a gut punch. I was stepping away from something that was 
my everything. 

What do you think of the rebrand from NWHL to PHF? 

I was very proud of all the brands that I created, from the NWHL to the 
Boston Pride, the Connecticut Whale, the Riveters, the Isobel Cup. And 
having the league exist for six years and to change, it wasn’t something 
that I agreed with. 

If you were new to a sport or if you were a new fan and familiar with 
acronyms in professional sports, you could make a couple leaps and 
understand that the NWHL is a professional women’s hockey league. 
The players are proud to be women who are professional athletes and I 
think there was something special with the brand that was built. To exist 
as a professional sports league for six years and to create that brand and 
that identity and to have fans and a legacy there, it means something. 
And so to uproot that, I don’t know if that was the right decision. 

Do you think that all of these moves to distance themselves from you and 
what you built were intended to attract players from the PWHPA? 

Absolutely. I think the influential people who took over the league were 
misled to believe that I was the big bad wolf and that I was the reason the 
NHL wasn’t involved, that I was the reason the PWHPA wouldn’t play in 
the league, and that I was the reason that women’s hockey was 
bifurcated. I think they thought that as soon as I was removed that the 
NHL would run in and that the PWHPA players would join the league and 
that everybody would start singing “Kumbaya.” That hasn’t happened. 

When you reflect on your time with the league, what are you the most 
proud of? 

I’m tremendously proud of everything that we built and of the 
opportunities that we created for so many people. Not just the players, 
but the staff, the officials, and how many girls were able to look up to 
these professional athletes. Every once in a while I’ll see an NWHL 
jersey or T-shirt at local rinks and I’m like, that’s pretty freaking cool, we 
built that. 

I think I’m most proud of how resilient we were as a group. Obviously any 
startup is incredibly challenging. And a startup women’s hockey league is 
probably up there as one of the more challenging businesses to start. We 
put our heads down and we worked and we got things done and we 
advanced the game. 

Do you have any regrets? 

I do regret not standing up for myself more. Looking back, I was probably 
too agreeable. I would even go as far as saying I was naive in other 
people’s intention, and I wish I was able to stand up for myself in certain 
situations. 

At the end of the day, I will always be the founder of the NWHL and that’s 
something they can’t take away from me, that no one can take away from 
me. And regardless of how things turn out for professional women’s 
hockey, the NWHL started a much greater conversation and I’m forever 
proud of that. 

Is there a bitter feeling about the league at all, or have you been able to 
watch games and support from the outside? 

I mean I’m definitely a critic, but I’ll say that I’m a critic in the same way 
that I was a critic when I was leading the league. When I observe, I think 
of what I would’ve done or what I would’ve changed. I’m incredibly happy 
for the players. I mean, their salaries have skyrocketed and I think it is 
admirable what the ownership groups have been able to do in raising 
salaries. I hope that they can sustain those commitments and that the 
league is around forever. I’m much happier to see the league in the 
hands of Reagan Carey. I think she’s an amazing woman. She’s very 
smart, she’s very diligent, respected and a great leader. It made me 
happy to see her take on that role. 

What do you think of the current state of women’s professional hockey? 

I’m excited that there’s a great conversation around women’s hockey and 
its future. I think that the leaders in charge — Jayna Hefford, Reagan, 
and the people who are building these opportunities for these women — 
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have a sense of how much work it takes and how difficult it is. I think 
there are very few people who understand the challenges they have to 
face day-to-day, and I’m one of them. So I have a lot of admiration for 
what they’re building. It’s not easy and I’m excited to see what transpires 
next. 

What do you think about the viability of two leagues? 

I think that everyone working together would be the best for women’s 
hockey, and I’ve said that since 2015. The best 30 days of leading the 
NWHL was between when the CWHL folded and the PWHPA started. I 
got more inbound calls, I had more people interested in buying teams, 
investing, sponsoring, and it was the best month of running pro women’s 
hockey ever. So, hopefully someone gets to the point of working 
together. 

Final question: What does the future look like for you? 

I want to continue to have an impact with the girls organization I’m 
working with now. And I’m keeping my eyes and ears open for the next 
opportunity where I can parlay my experience with the NWHL and grow a 
business with my passion for hockey and business. My mind is open as 
to what that next thing looks like for me. Maybe it’s starting another 
business. Who knows? I think I’ve always got that itch to build and 
create, so the world is my oyster, if you will. (Laughs) 

(Photo: Andy Marlin / Getty Images for NWHL) 
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NHL GM meetings wrap: Rule changes, cap circumvention, Pride 
jerseys, expansion and other news and notes 

 

Michael Russo, Sean Gentille  

 

MANALAPAN, Fla. — As far as NHL general manager meetings go, the 
latest to wrap up after three days in South Florida didn’t spur juicy 
headlines or emerge with any proposed rules changes. 

And that’s a good thing, the 32 execs agreed. 

“Things are in a good spot right now, so there’s nothing on the front 
burner,” Flames GM Brad Treliving said Wednesday. “But it’s always 
good to get everybody together and find ways to make our great game a 
little bit better.” 

The hottest-button topic at the meetings was the potential expansion of 
coach’s challenges, which would allow coaches to address friendly-fire 
high-sticking penalties and delay-of-game penalties where replay shows 
the puck actually clipped the glass. 

In the end, the GMs decided to gather more information before 
determining whether to bring it to the competition committee in June. If a 
formal recommendation is made, it would then be brought to the Board of 
Governors for approval. 

The biggest concern is unintended consequences. 

“Be careful what you ask for,” Hurricanes GM Don Waddell said. “We 
want to get it right, but we can’t review everything either. There’s going to 
be things called that you like. There’s going to be things called that you 
don’t like. … So where do you stop?” 

And does more review cause delays or even more penalties instead of 
fewer? For instance, if a coach challenges a high-sticking minor and the 
replay shows he’s wrong or is inconclusive, there would be a delay and 
that team would face a five-on-three. 

“We have the technology in 2023 to get it right, but at the same time, 
what’s appealing about our game is that most of the time we’re always 
under 2 1/2 hours,” Ottawa Senators GM Pierre Dorion said. “It’s a quick 
game. It goes by fast. People are entertained. If you’ve been to a college 
game, they can be really long.” 

On the other hand, Treliving said he believes that, like offside challenges, 
the risk of a second penalty would be minimal as teams wouldn’t risk the 
challenge unless they were sure. 

Some GMs, like Montreal’s Kent Hughes, also came out in favor of 
coaches getting an extra challenge. There was even talk about the NHL 
situation room automatically checking these penalties so there wouldn’t 
be a need for a challenge. 

“Bear in mind, a coach’s challenge was introduced to fix a goal that 
shouldn’t have been allowed or a goal that should be allowed,” said Colin 
Campbell, the NHL’s senior executive vice president. “Now we’re talking 
about fixing a penalty.” 

Referees are already allowed to review double-minor high-sticking 
penalties. There have been 100 of those called this season, with director 
of officiating Stephen Walkom saying 35 to 40 percent have been 
reviewed. But Walkom said there could be 750 total high-sticking 
penalties per year and “we certainly don’t want to be checking every 
one.” 

Similarly, Walkom said there have been roughly 225 delay-of-game 
penalties for pucks being sent into the stands this season and, by his 
count, only three were the wrong call. 

There was also discussion among GMs of fights starting after clean hits, 
something the NHL situation room has been clipping all season to 
present in these meetings. Of the 271 fights in the NHL this season, the 
league felt 89 came after a clean hit. The instigator penalty, which 
includes 17 minutes of penalties, has been called 21 times. GMs would 
like to see the instigator or a secondary minor (roughing, slashing, cross-
checking, etc.) assigned to a player who starts a fight after a clean hit. 

Expanding three-on-three overtime from five minutes to seven minutes 
before a shootout was also a topic, but no formal recommendation was 
made. 

What else did we hear at the meetings? Here were the buzziest topics 
and news. 

The NHL lottery — also known as the Bedard Bonanza — finally has a 
date. 

The ping pong balls will roll May 8 to reveal who wins the rights to draft 
hockey's next superstar. 

More: https://t.co/5XZCYlpt2X 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) March 15, 2023 

Salary-cap expectations 

The GMs left the meetings anticipating the salary-cap ceiling to increase 
from $82.5 million to $83.5 million, meaning debt owed to the owners 
after the recent pandemic is not yet settled. 

Commissioner Gary Bettman indicated there’s still about $100 million left 
to be paid off. 

“(By) our current projections, which are aggressive … there still will be an 
escrow,” Bettman said. “If we even exceed those projections, there’s a 
possibility that the escrow gets paid off and the cap goes up ($4.5 
million). That’s a possibility. I think it’s more likely that we will still see an 
escrow balance.” 

However, Bettman hinted that he’d be willing to discuss increasing the 
cap even without the debt being fully reimbursed with new NHLPA 
executive director Marty Walsh, who started Wednesday. 

But that would come at a cost to the players. 
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“If we’re going to raise the cap and the escrow hasn’t been paid off, then 
we’re going to have to look at raising the escrow rates, which under the 
CBA extension in 2020 is locked in for the last three years of the CBA 
term at 6 percent,” Bettman said. “So if you’re going to raise the cap 
prematurely, then we’re going to have to look at the escrow percentage 
as well. The two are tied together.” 

‘Trade-related’ scratches 

When the Coyotes pulled Jakob Chychrun from their lineup well in 
advance of trading him to the Senators, GM Bill Armstrong coined the 
move “trade-related reasons.” 

Columbus GM Jarmo Kekalainen quickly mimicked the term in pulling 
Vladislav Gavrikov from the Blue Jackets’ lineup, as did other teams. 

Of course, teams have been scratching players before trades as asset 
protection for years, but this was the first time players like Chychrun, 
Gavrikov and Vancouver’s Luke Schenn sat for such extended periods. 

The topic was glossed over during the meetings and isn’t considered an 
issue … yet. 

“That’s something we’ll keep an eye on,” Bettman said. “We don’t know if 
it was a one-off. Clubs have a lot of discretion as to when to play their 
players. … We saw more of it this year than we’ve ever seen before. But 
we’re not ready to say it’s a problem.” 

Said Armstrong: “I think it’s only a topic if the player is unhappy with not 
playing the games. In our cases in Arizona, there were heated (trade) 
talks and we were as upfront as we could be with the player.” 

If you’re an NHL fan with Bally Sports or AT&T SportsNet, you’re OK — 
for now. 

Bettman: "There are a series of options that we're considering and we're 
ready to execute." 

With @RussoHockey from the GM meetings:https://t.co/LWjtVgKI8E 

— Sean Gentille (@seangentille) March 15, 2023 

Senators sale 

The league is ready to move to the next phase of a Senators sale. 

“I think it’s fair to say there is robust interest in a meaningful and 
significant way in the Senators, and the process will continue,” Bettman 
said. “The first round of bidding is in the books. I’m not prepared to share 
who or what. But I think everybody involved in the process feels good 
about the level of interest, both in terms of the number of bidders and the 
magnitude of interest.” 

In Phase 2, the league will take “a matter of weeks” to winnow down the 
list of bidders while “hopefully increasing the magnitude of their interest 
for those that are remaining,” Bettman said, grinning. “No magic there. 
It’s typical for what goes on in the sale of franchises in any sport.” 

Bettman said the purchase would not be tied into a new arena; that 
would be up to the new owners. 

“I do believe that there will be a good opportunity for somebody who’s 
interested in possibly moving downtown into Lebreton Flats. … But 
ultimately, whether or not a new owner wants to stay in the existing arena 
or move downtown is the decision they’ll get to make.” 

Cap circumvention 

The Coyotes continue to be a clearing house for teams to get out of cap 
issues and for themselves to get to the cap floor by acquiring contracts of 
players who may never play again. Leading up to the trade deadline, the 
Coyotes acquired the contracts for Shea Weber and Jakub Voracek. 

GMs often mutter quietly that the practice is baloney — until they need to 
use it. And Bettman scoffed at the notion that this is an unfair 
circumvention of the cap. 

“Trades involve players. They involve draft picks. And they involve cap 
room,” he said. “Cap room is a very valuable asset under a cap system. 
And if, at a particular point in time, you can maximize the other assets 
that you can achieve by using cap space, I don’t have a problem with 
that.” 

Playoff format 

Bettman reiterated that the league’s playoff format is fine by him and he 
has no interest in going back to the old eight-team conference seedings. 

“If you’ve been tracking it for the last month, there isn’t much difference 
between either format,” Bettman said. “We think, and I think it’s 
concurred with (among) the general managers, that what we’ve got 
works really well. I know that some people may have a preference for 
doing things differently. But this is working well. And we’re not looking to 
make any changes.” 

In the East, it’s been almost a guarantee for weeks that Toronto and 
Tampa Bay will face each other in the first round. 

“It’s good by me,” Toronto GM Kyle Dubas said. “It’s gonna be hard no 
matter what. I think that’s what the league has aimed for, with the 
playoffs, that all eight matchups in the first round are gonna be great 
matchups. That’s what makes it so exciting and what makes the first 
round of our playoffs so great.” 

Quipped Jets GM Kevin Cheveldayoff, whose team has lost 10 of 14, 
slipping in the West standings, “My feeling is that I’m just gonna try like 
hell to get in the playoff.” 

Do you favor the idea of a play-in before the Stanley Cup 
playoffs?@PierreVLeBrun polled the board of governors, but none of 
them wanted discuss it on the record. 

They know they would suffer the wrath of commissioner Gary Bettman if 
they did.https://t.co/ZJbCLNQhFp pic.twitter.com/BmfKFcj2bJ 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) December 14, 2022 

Pride jerseys 

The league has no issues with teams or players choosing not to wear 
Pride jerseys for their pregame skates, even after the Minnesota Wild 
made a controversial last-minute decision to scrap theirs March 7. 

“It’s not a concern,” Bettman told The Athletic. “I think you have to 
respect the fact that not all players want to be participating actively, and 
the clubs have to decide how best to respond to that.” 

Bettman reiterated an analogy he’s used previously: “It’s no different than 
if you donate to two or three charities that are important to you, and 
somebody says, ‘Oh, I have a charity and I’d like you to support this 
cause,’ and you go, ‘No, no. I donate to others.’” 

When the issue originally popped up in January, with Flyers defenseman 
Ivan Provorov citing his Russian Orthodox religious beliefs as the reason 
he didn’t wear a Pride Jersey, Bettman framed it as a matter of 
respecting an individual’s choice. 

Asked whether that principle applied to players who’d prefer to wear a 
Pride jersey but were not allowed, like Minnesota’s Jon Merrill, Bettman 
said it was important that each team’s choice is applied across the board. 

“That’s a question of whether or not the players on the team think all 
players should either do something or not do something,” Bettman said. 
“It’s got to be a question of what makes sense in the room.” 

NHL teams have been scrapping plans to wear Pride jerseys and 
continue to struggle with what to do on Pride Nights in the wake of 
Russia's strengthened anti-gay propaganda laws. 

Why the Wild became the latest team to do 
so…https://t.co/M5eP5dwNGP pic.twitter.com/zOuoc9A7ow 

— The Athletic (@TheAthletic) March 10, 2023 
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NHL in Atlanta? 

With reports recently that the league has been approached by parties 
interested in the league returning to Atlanta for a third time, Bettman said 
expansion is not a thought at this juncture. 

“There continues to be a number of people, entities and cities expressing 
interest in having an NHL franchise where they don’t have one,” he said. 
“Places like Atlanta, like Houston, like Quebec City. But we’re not in an 
expansion mode right now. And it’s not really something, at least right 
now, that’s anywhere close to front burner.” 
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2023 NHL Draft Lottery: When it takes place, why Connor Bedard is 
consensus top pick, teams with best odds 

 

The Athletic Staff 

 

NHL teams are circling May 8 on their calendars. That’s when the league 
will hold the NHL Draft Lottery, giving us an answer for which team will 
win the top spot and the chance to land the consensus No. 1 pick, 
Connor Bedard. 

The draft lottery, introduced in 1995 as a way to avoid teams tanking to 
secure the top pick in the following draft, has been modified several times 
but the basic principles have remained. 

Teams that fail to qualify for the postseason (or clubs that acquire a non-
playoff team’s first-round pick) are entered into the draft lottery. A 
weighted system is used to determine the top 16 picks in the draft. Prior 
to the 2021 season, the top three spots in the draft were determined by 
the lottery. Now, it is just the top two spots. Additionally, teams can now 
only move up 10 spots in the order, meaning only the 11 clubs with the 
worst record at the end of the season (or a team that owns one of their 
first-round picks) are eligible to move up to the No. 1 spot. Under the 
most recent changes, the team with the worst record cannot draft lower 
than No. 3. 

Have questions on the draft lottery, Bedard and the odds for the No. 1 
pick? The Athletic has you covered: 

Who is Connor Bedard? 

Bedard is a potential franchise-changing No. 1 prospect. His skill and 
shot are legit game-breaking attributes. 

Bedard has clearly been the best player in the WHL this season. He had 
one of the best individual performances ever in the most recent world 
juniors, being named MVP of the tournament. He was a top player for 
Canada’s U18 and U20 teams during his 16-year-old season while 
scoring 100 points in the WHL that same season. Bedard was one of the 
best players at the 2021 U18 World Championships as a 15-year-old. 

His ability to beat defenders one-on-one is among the best I’ve ever seen 
by a 17-year-old, and the pace at which he displays that elite skill is 
going to allow him to execute those types of skilled plays in the NHL. 
Additionally, his wrist shot is a top-tier NHL weapon from anywhere in the 
offensive zone, making him a projected nightmare for NHL coaches to 
stop on the power play. — Pronman 

Welcome to the 'Connor show': Two days alongside the buzz and 
brilliance of Connor Bedard 

Which team could he make an immediate impact on? 

I don’t think there’s any difference in what team he ends up on. He would 
clearly be the most talented player on the Blue Jackets, Sharks or 
Blackhawks — the top three teams in the draft lottery odds. 

Bedard is a special offensive player. He has exceptional puck skills and 
goal-scoring ability. He projects to be one of the most skilled forwards in 
the league. He combines that skill with strong skating ability and a high 
compete level, although he’s not the biggest. He should be an impact 
forward and could be among the league’s leading scorers on an annual 
basis. — Pronman 

What are the NHL Draft Lottery odds for winning the top pick? 

* Odds are for games played through March 14 according to Tankathon. 

Columbus Blue Jackets: 25.5 percent 

San Jose Sharks: 13.5 percent 

Chicago Blackhawks: 11.5 percent 

Anaheim Ducks: 9.5 percent 

Philadelphia Flyers: 8.5 percent 

Montreal Canadiens: 7.5 percent 

Arizona Coyotes: 6.5 percent 

Vancouver Canucks: 6.0 percent 

St. Louis Blues: 5.0 percent 

Detroit Red Wings: 3.5 percent 

Washington Capitals: 3.0 percent 

go-deeper 

Who's in the best position to land Connor Bedard after the deadline? 
Roundtable 

When is the NHL Draft? 

The 2023 NHL Draft will take place on June 28 and 29 in Nashville. 

Who won last year’s draft lottery? 

The Canadiens won the 2022 draft lottery, with the Devils (No. 2 pick) 
and the Coyotes (No. 3 pick) rounding out the top three. Montreal 
entered the lottery with the best odds of winning at 18.5 percent, followed 
by Arizona at 13.5 percent and Seattle at 11.5 percent. 

It marked the sixth time in franchise history that the Canadiens had the 
No. 1 draft pick, which they used to select forward Juraj Slafkovsky. 

Required reading 

Get all-access to exclusive stories. 

Subscribe to The Athletic for in-depth coverage of your favorite players, 
teams, leagues and clubs. Try a week on us. 
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If you’re an NHL fan with Bally Sports or AT&T SportsNet, you’re OK — 
for now 

 

Michael Russo, Sean Gentille  

 

MANALAPLAN, Fla. — Local broadcasts for the 14 NHL teams caught 
up in turmoil involving the futures of their respect regional sports 
channels aren’t going anywhere, NHL commissioner Gary Bettman said 
Wednesday. 

For now. 
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The plan, Bettman said at the NHL’s general manager meetings, is for 
the 12 franchises partnered with Bally Sport Regional Networks, as well 
as the two partnered with AT&T SportsNet, to air the remainder of their 
games as scheduled on their current channels. Local broadcasts are 
produced and aired through the first round of the playoffs. 

“There are a series of (short- and long-term) options that we’re 
considering and we’re ready to execute if we need to make sure the 
games are produced and carried,” Bettman said. 

That backs up the announced stance of Diamond Sports, parent of Bally 
Sports. Diamond filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection Tuesday but 
said in a statement its 19 regional sports channels would continue to 
operate unimpeded. 

Diamond Sports, parent of Bally Sports Regional Networks, files for 
bankruptcy protection 

via @TheAthletic https://t.co/JRATDcKgj9 

— Daniel Kaplan (@KaplanSportsBiz) March 15, 2023 

Diamond Sports Group “will continue broadcasting games and 
connecting fans across the country with the sports and teams they love,” 
David Preschlack, CEO of Diamond, said in a statement. “With the 
support of our creditors, we expect to execute a prompt and efficient 
reorganization and to emerge from the restructuring process as a 
stronger company.” 

The fear across sports had been that Diamond would abandon the 47 
teams (across 19 separate channels) for which it holds the broadcast 
rights. The 12 NHL teams in question are the Blue Jackets, Blues, 
Coyotes, Ducks, Hurricanes, Kings, Lightning, Panthers, Predators, Red 
Wings, Stars and Wild. 

If the situation further curdles, Bettman said, the league has long- and 
short-term backup plans — though he wouldn’t specify them — for the 
affected Diamond teams, despite the astronomical costs associated with 
producing broadcasts of professional sports. Diamond has reported $8 
billion-plus of debt, incurred as part of parent Sinclair’s 2019 purchase of 
the regional sports channels, and lost $1.2 billion in the most recent fiscal 
quarter. 

“Obviously, it’s not inexpensive to run sports channels or (Diamond) 
wouldn’t be in the situation that they’re in. But in a combination of linear 
carriage and streaming, we can get the games out there,” Bettman said. 
“And listen, we’re in an era where the business model is evolving for local 
distribution of games in all the sports, and that’s something we’re going 
to have to address not just on a short-term basis, but on the long-term. 

“And we will. We’re prepared to do that.” 

In other words: Wait and see. 

The situation for the NHL’s two AT&T SportsNet teams — the Golden 
Knights and Penguins — is a little more pressing. In February, parent 
company Warner Brothers Discovery announced that at the end of 
March, it would cut off rights payments for the teams whose games air on 
AT&T SportsNet. Both the Golden Knights (seven games in April) and 
Penguins (seven) are on track to be fighting for playoff position down to 
the season’s last days. 

Those games, regardless of the status of the rights payments, will air as 
scheduled. 

“(AT&T SportsNet is) going to continue to carry the games (through the 
end of teams’ seasons),” Bettman said. “As I said (regarding) any of the 
regionals, we believe based on everything we’ve been told — and we’re 
in constant dialogue — that our games certainly through this regular 
season will be taken care of. And then once we get to the playoffs, 
there’s national distribution.” 

The big-picture issues remain. Local media rights deals are a vital chunk 
of the revenue pie for NHL teams, and relatively few others have 
ownership stakes in their current RSNs. The answers surrounding 

franchises’ long-term plans for linear and streaming broadcasts generally 
remain unclear. Some combination of options — direct-to-consumer 
offerings, standard cable broadcasts, maybe a reversion to classic “over-
the-air” networks — is certainly in the cards. 

The short-term problem, though — making sure games are aired where 
fans can see them — has been solved. 
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ESPN / NHL playoff standings update: Can the Capitals or Sabres make 
it? 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

 

Tim Kavanagh is a senior NHL editor for ESPN. He's a native of upstate 
New York. 

We are officially less than one month away from the end of the regular 
season. The Boston Bruins have clinched a playoff spot (and are well on 
their way to the Presidents' Trophy), while the San Jose Sharks have 
been mathematically eliminated from playoff contention after Tuesday 
night's games. 

Some playoff spots remain up for grabs. 

The wild-card spots in the East are currently held by the Pittsburgh 
Penguins and New York Islanders, but a handful of teams are lurking. 
Two of those teams, the Washington Capitals and Buffalo Sabres, will 
square off tonight in D.C. FiveThirtyEight gives the Sabres a 16% chance 
of making the playoffs, and the Caps an 11% chance. 

It's not quite a "loser leaves town match" -- there are over a dozen games 
left for each club -- but a loss would certainly place another hurdle in the 
path to the postseason. The Sabres have won both games in the season 
series, 5-4 in OT on Jan. 3 and 7-4 on Feb. 26. Will it be a similar result 
tonight? 

As we enter the final stretch of the regular season, it's time to check in on 
all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for position in the 
2023 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Boston Bruins vs. WC2 New York Islanders 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 Pittsburgh Penguins 

M2 New Jersey Devils vs. M3 New York Rangers 

Western Conference 

C1 Dallas Stars vs. WC1 Seattle Kraken 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 16, 2023 

 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 Colorado Avalanche 

P1 Vegas Golden Knights vs. WC2 Winnipeg Jets 

P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Edmonton Oilers 

Wednesday's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All games not on ESPN, TNT or NHL Network 
are available via NHL Power Play, which is included in an ESPN+ 
subscription (local blackout restrictions apply). 

Colorado Avalanche at Toronto Maple Leafs 7 p.m. (TNT) 

Buffalo Sabres at Washington Capitals, 7 p.m. 

Minnesota Wild at St. Louis Blues, 9:30 p.m. (TNT) 

New York Islanders at Anaheim Ducks, 10 p.m. 

Tuesday's scoreboard 

Watch "In the Crease" on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Carolina Hurricanes 5, Winnipeg Jets 3 

New York Rangers 5, Washington Capitals 3 

Tampa Bay Lightning 4, New Jersey Devils 1 

Vegas Golden Knights 5, Philadelphia Flyers 3 

Montreal Canadiens 6, Pittsburgh Penguins 4 

Nashville Predators 2, Detroit Red Wings 1 

Chicago Blackhawks 6, Boston Bruins 3 

Edmonton Oilers 6, Ottawa Senators 3 

Arizona Coyotes 4, Calgary Flames 3 (OT) 

Vancouver Canucks 5, Dallas Stars 2 

Los Angeles Kings 5, New York Islanders 2 

Columbus Blue Jackets 6, San Jose Sharks 5 (OT) 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

x - Boston Bruins 

Points: 105 

Regulation wins: 43 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 131 

Next game: @ WPG (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 88 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 109 

Next game: vs. COL (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 86 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 104 

Next game: @ NJ (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 89 

Next game: vs. MTL (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 46% 

Tragic number: 27 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 88 

Next game: @ WSH (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 16% 

Tragic number: 27 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 86 

Next game: vs. COL (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 4% 

Tragic number: 24 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 
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Points pace: 85 

Next game: vs. COL (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 2% 

Tragic number: 23 

Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 60 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 72 

Next game: @ FLA (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 12 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 96 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 119 

Next game: @ TOR (Friday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New Jersey Devils 

Points: 94 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 115 

Next game: vs. TB (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 86 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 105 

Next game: vs. PIT (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 78 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 96 

Next game: @ NYR (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 80% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 90 

Next game: @ ANA (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 43% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 86 

Next game: vs. BUF (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 11% 

Tragic number: 24 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 72 

Next game: vs. BUF (Friday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 13 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 61 

Next game: @ LA (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 5 
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Central Division 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 105 

Next game: @ EDM (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 103 

Next game: @ STL (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 97% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 17 

Points pace: 101 

Next game: @ TOR (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 95 

Next game: vs. BOS (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 67% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 75 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Points pace: 95 

Next game: vs. CHI (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 40% 

Tragic number: 30 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 21 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 78 

Next game: vs. MIN (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 16 

Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 74 

Next game: vs. VAN (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 10 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 64 

Next game: @ NSH (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 3 

Pacific Division 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 90 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 109 

Next game: vs. CGY (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 29 
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Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 105 

Next game: vs. CBJ (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 98% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 82 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 99 

Next game: vs. DAL (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 97% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Seattle Kraken 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 99 

Next game: @ SJ (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 88% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 89 

Next game: @ VGK (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 14% 

Tragic number: 23 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 78 

Next game: @ ARI (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 16 

Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 12 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 66 

Next game: vs. NYI (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 5 

e - San Jose Sharks 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 14 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 62 

Next game: vs. SEA (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team might move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. Sitting No. 1 on the 
draft board for this summer is Connor Bedard, who has been lauded as a 
generational talent. 

1. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 15 

2. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 14 

3. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 15 

4. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 12 

5. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 22 

6. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 60 

Regulation wins: 18 

7. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 61 
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Regulation wins: 18 

8. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 18 

9. St. Louis Blues 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 21 

10. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 24 

11. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 26 

12. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 25 

13. Washington Capitals 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 25 

14. Florida Panthers* 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 28 

15. Calgary Flames 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 24 

16. Nashville Predators 

Points: 75 

Regulation wins: 25 

Notes on traded picks impacting the top 16: 

    Montreal will receive Florida's first-round pick as a result of the trade 
last season that sent Ben Chiarot to the Panthers. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs and Avalanche display commitment to 
defending in tight-checking affair 

 

Luke Fox  

 

TORONTO – Ken Hitchcock, the fourth-winningest head coach in NHL 
history, had a simple point to make during an educated rant this season. 

While the game has gotten much faster and freer since Hitchcock won 
his Stanley Cup at the turn of the century, one thing has not changed. 

“The teams that check are going to win. And the teams that check pay 
attention to detail,” Hitchcock said, during a recent appearance on the 
Spittin’ Chiclets podcast.  

“Those are the two things that still matter, no matter the skill level.” 

Hitch would’ve loved the national attention given to Wednesday’s 
showdown between the champion Colorado Avalanche and the 
contender Toronto Maple Leafs, a pair of squads blessed with oodles of 
talent but now committed to the boring yet effective details of defending. 

’Twas a coach’s dream, this one. 

The rink sizzled with plenty of guys who either have already won or could 
capture individual hardware, yet they all operated with a team-first, 
defend-first mentality. 

The result: a tidy but hard-earned 2-1 shootout victory for the visitors, 
decided by one deflected power-play marker and Nathan MacKinnon’s 
five-hole slip in the “skills competition” (Sheldon Keefe’s term) that 
follows Period 4. 

Toronto’s Morgan Rielly scored the night’s lone even-strength goal on the 
Maple Leafs’ first shot on goal, then Alexander Georgiev stopped the 
next 17 behind some stingy defenders. 

“Tight-checking game, right?” Avalanche coach Jared Bedar said. “Tough 
to create scoring chances for both teams, I think. When you saw a 
breakdown, it’s because top-end players were creating something out of 
nothing.” 

Multi-game goal streaks for both Auston Matthews and MacKinnon came 
to a crashing halt, as shots were kept scarce and to the outside. 

The Avalanche limited the Maple Leafs to 18 shots, their fewest all 
season. 

“They checked extremely hard. They show you what a Stanley Cup–
winning team does in terms of the defending, checking. They’re well 
known for the offence they can generate with their elite players, but they 
defend extremely hard and make it difficult on you to get to their net. 

“Not a lot of offence available.” 

Colorado had two more power-plays than the Maple Leafs, but the Avs 
killed off three penalties and limited the mighty Leafs to a scant four high-
danger chances through 65 minutes. This despite Matthews and Marner 
seeing more ice than they have all season long. 

“A lot of it would come back to the mobility of their defence. They’re just 
up on top of you,” Keefe commended. “They they're up tight. They 
recover well. You feel like you're in and you're gonna get some space — 
and they close the space.  

“You look to get pucks behind them, and they get body position right 
away and win the race. I thought the mobility of the defence was a real 
problem for us tonight in terms of getting through the neutral zone and 
getting on the attack.” 

The Maple Leafs should get used to opponents going the extra stride to 
suffocate them. 

“Toronto has a lot of skill guys,” Mikko Rantanen says. “If you give too 
much room, they’re gonna make you pay. So, I think we’ve been focusing 
on really the D-zone and try to close things quickly.” 

The Avalanche may be the defending champions, but injuries and 
inconsistency had them muddling around the wild card in the weaker 
conference. 

As it awaits the healthy return of key players like Gabriel Landeskog, 
Artturi Lehkonen and Josh Manson, Colorado is building a more 
complete game, sharpening its blades for a title defence. The division 
title is closing within reach. 

Bednar was happy to frame his annual trip to Scotiabank Arena as a 
litmus test. 
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“It's a team we want to measure ourselves against. All the best teams in 
the East, when we get an opportunity to play them, we want to make sure 
we’re playing our best.” Bednar said. 

“I like their team a lot. I like the way they play. Obviously, they’ve got 
some firepower with some stars. But committed lineup now. And deeper 
probably than they've ever been in a lot of positions. They're a tough 
team. And when you get everyone kind of buying into their role and in the 
right spots, it makes them tough to beat.” 

Bednar could have just as easily been talking about his own group, which 
has ripped off three wins in a row. 

“It’s just commitment and hard work and just paying attention to the 
details,” Bednar says. “When we play with that type of commitment and 
dedication to the checking side of things, we’re pretty good at it.” 

Ditto for the Maple Leafs. 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• The Maple Leafs dressed 11 forwards.  

The Avalanche dressed 12 and used Alex Galchenyuk all of 3:22. 

Matthews set a season-high in ice time (26:52), and Marner set a career 
high (29:10). 

• Keefe said his promotion of Calle Järnkrok to Matthews’ top line had 
more to do with wanting to pair Alexander Kerfoot and Sam Lafferty, but 
Järnkrok was excellent Monday and flying again Wednesday. 

The utility winger was plus-1 with an assist. He was fierce on the 
forecheck and threw a game-high four hits. The Leafs outshot the Avs 7-
4 when Järnkrok was on the ice. 

“He works hard,” Matthews says. “His release is pretty impressive, too. 
Just a really smart player. I find he's just in really good spots all over the 
ice, makes plays and hunts pucks.”  

• Ex-Leaf Denis Malgin returned to Toronto hot, having pumped six goals 
in his past 14 games for Colorado and earning a promotion to the second 
line with Artturi Lehkonen breaking a finger. 

“Scoring didn't come easy probably here in Toronto, looked like, and then 
when he first came to us,” Bednar said.  

“But he's gotten a little confidence, he’s hit a couple hot streaks and been 
doing the right thing. He clearly thinks the game like a top-six forward 
and has that kind of ability. When we need a guy, if we're missing a guy, 
then he's been the guy to go up and try to help us in those scoring 
areas.” 

• Quote of the Day. 

“If it wasn’t for Connor McDavid, the whole world would be talking about 
how great Nathan MacKinnon is.” —Bruce Boudreau 

• With commissioner Gary Bettman reinforcing his love for the current 
playoff format, telling reporters at the GM meetings that he’s not looking 
to make changes, here’s what the hypothetical 1-8 matchups would look 
like in the Eastern Conference: Bruins-Islanders, Hurricanes-Penguins, 
Devils-Lightning, Leafs-Rangers. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Bettman open to talks with NHLPA on increasing 2023-24 
salary cap by more than $1M 

 

Eric Engels  

 

MANALAPAN, Fla. – After meeting with NHL commissioner Gary 
Bettman, the league’s general managers are leaving Florida with the 
expectation the salary cap will rise by only $1 million, to $83.5 million, for 
next season. 

The possibility they have more to play with in free agency in July does, 
however, appear more alive than it did when the NHL Board of 
Governors meeting was held at the nearby Breakers Hotel in December. 

Back then, Bettman said league revenues would have to grow by roughly 
$150 million over the NHL's projections in order to pay off the remainder 
of the debt the players owe the owners due to the pandemic. 

On Wednesday, after three days of meetings with the general managers 
about minor rule tweaks and protective equipment, Bettman said the 
projections indicate that gap has been narrowed by about $50 million and 
that, if it can be completely eliminated by the end of the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, the cap would rise by $4.5 million for next season. 

He also, for the first time, opened the door to negotiations with new 
executive director of the NHLPA Marty Walsh to have the cap rise higher 
than $1 million, even if the debt isn’t fully paid off by the end of this 
season. 

“It could be a discussion,” Bettman said. “We’re hearing around the bend 
from players and others that there may be interest in having that, but one 
thing to keep in mind if we’re going to raise the cap and the escrow 
hasn’t been paid off, is then we’re going to have to look at raising the 
escrow rates, which under the CBA extension in 2020 is locked into the 
last three years of the CBA term at 6 per cent. So, if you’re going to raise 
the cap prematurely, then you’re going to have to look at the escrow 
percentage as well. The two are inextricably tied together.” 

Whether or not the players would go for that – rather than complete their 
payments for this season and accept that their final escrow payments will 
be made next season ahead of a significant increase in the salary cap – 
is unknown. 

Meanwhile, even if the general feeling is that there will still be a debt to 
clear by season’s end, Bettman feels the NHL’s rebound from the 
pandemic has still been a great success. 

“We’re back from COVID really strong,” Bettman said. “Our revenues are 
approaching the $6-billion range and they’re at an all-time high. 
Attendance is strong, TV and media revenues are strong, sponsorship 
support is great, so it’s really even doing better ... 

“When we started this (in 2020), there was a lot of skepticism of how the 
billion-and-a-half dollars would be repaid, but the fact is we’re in the 
home stretch on that and if it’s not this year, it’ll be next year, which is 
sooner by a year or two at least than we had initially projected when we 
entered into the extension of the CBA.” 

Threats to that could be the recent bankruptcy filing of regional television 
partner Diamond Sports Group (Bally Sports) and the uncertain future of 
regional partner AT&T SportsNet. Were the league forced to broadcast 
its own games initially allocated to those partners through the end of the 
regular season, it’s possible it would affect the NHL’s current projections. 

Though we don’t know to what extent it, if any, it would. 

“Obviously, it’s not inexpensive to run sports channels,” acknowleded 
Bettman, “or Bally/Diamond wouldn’t be in the situation they’re in.” 

But the commissioner said that, as it stands, all regional broadcasts will 
be provided by partners through the end of the regular season. 

Ottawa Senators weeks from being purchased 

Bettman confirmed Wednesday that all bids on the Senators have been 
received and Phase 2 of the process will soon be undertaken. 

He called interest in the franchise “robust,” and “meaningful and 
significant,” and said it could be a matter of weeks before the team 
officially changes hands. 
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As for what Phase 2 will entail, Bettman said, “We begin the process of 
whitling down the number of interest parties and, in reducing the number 
of parties, you’re hopefully increasing the magnitude of their interest.” 

He would not comment on whom the bidders were. 

As for whether or not a new arena in downtown Ottawa is tied to the bid, 
Bettman said it wasn’t, and that moving the Senators to the downtown 
LeBreton Flats location would be at the new owner’s discretion and 
subject to negotiation with the National Capital Commission. 

In June 2022, a memorandum of understanding was signed between the 
Senators and the NCC on a land-lease agreement covering a new event 
centre, with construction potentially launching as early as fall 2024. 

No desire to change divisional playoff format 

Despite certain players polled at All-Star weekend expressing an interest 
in seeing the NHL reverting back to a more traditional playoff format – 
where the first seed plays the eighth seed in the first round – Bettman 
said the appetite for change from both the league and its GMs is 
negligible. 

“There isn’t much different between either format,” Bettman said. “We 
think, and I think it’s concurred with, with the general managers, that 
what we’ve got works really well.” 

Were the playoffs to commence Wednesday, two of the top six teams in 
the NHL standings would be eliminated after the first round. 

Still, Bettman doesn’t see that as an issue. 

“I know that some people may have a preference for doing things 
differently,” he said, “but this is working well and we’re not looking to 
make any changes.” 

No issue with sitting players for trade-related purposes or teams accruing 
dead cap hits … yet 

There’s no hard and fast rule on benching players from NHL games 
ahead of the trade deadline, but it was generally assumed both the 
league and the NHLPA frowned upon teams doing it without having 
trades involving any such players near complete. 

This season saw several players scratched from games for “trade-related 
purposes” and done so for an unprecedented length of time before trades 
they were involved in were actually completed. 

Although this was a subject discussed at the GM meetings, it’s not one 
the NHL intends to act on immediately. 

“The fact is we’ve never had an issue with clubs icing their best, most 
competitive teams,” said Bettman. “We don’t have load-management 
issues. We haven’t had those issues. This is the closest we’ve ever seen 
to that … . We saw a little more of it this year than we ever have and 
that’s something we’re going to have to keep on eye on, to see whether 
or not this year was an aberration based on how teams were playing and 
not playing, and what players were being moved. So, this might be a 
one-off. If it’s a continuing trend, then we’ve gotta think about a) is it a 
problem? And if it is, what are we going to do about it? And that’s a long 
way from where we are.” 

Bettman also said there was also no issue in teams such as Arizona 
using cap space to acquire players who will help them reach the floor 
without ever playing for them. 

Expansion/rule changes NOT on the immediate horizon 

When asked about surfacing reports regarding potential NHL expansion 
to Houston and Atlanta, Bettman said, “There continues to be a number 
of people, entities and cities expressing interest in having an NHL 
franchise where they don’t have one. Places like Atlanta, like Houston, 
like Quebec City.” 

But he also said, “We’re not in expansion mode right now, and it’s not 
really something, at least right now, that’s anywhere close to front burner 
for us.” 

Another thing that doesn’t appear to be on the “front burner” for the NHL 
is instituting the minor rule tweaks proposed at the GM meetings 
regarding expanding video review/coach’s challenges for plays involving 
“friendly fire” high-sticks and erroneous puck-over-glass penalties. 

Bettman said the NHL will think further on these topics and, if they intend 
to move forward with changes, will submit them to the NHLPA’s 
competition committee for vetting and approval. 

Critical dates revealed 

The Connor Bedard sweepstakes will be settled on May 8, when the NHL 
Draft Lottery takes place. 

Bettman also provided an update on other critical dates on the NHL 
calendar: 

April 17: Start of the playoffs 

June 3: Tentative start of the Stanley Cup Final (it could move up if 
preceding series wrap sooner than expected) 

June 4: Scouting combine in Buffalo 

June 26: NHL Awards 

June 28, 29: NHL Draft in Nashville 
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Sportsnet.ca / Samsonov answering Maple Leafs' lingering questions in 
net as playoffs loom 

 

Sonny Sachdeva  

 

TORONTO — A month away from the most important week in the 
Toronto Maple Leafs’ season, the week that’ll see them begin their first-
round hunt for redemption, a familiar question lingers. 

Game 1, under the lights, the pressure weighing heavy on these Leafs’ 
shoulders — who’s in net? 

After years of running into the post-season with a high-flying offence that 
papered over defensive issues, goaltending issues, and killer-instinct 
issues, the 2022-23 Leafs head into the home stretch of the campaign 
looking much the same. With 80 per cent of the season in the bag, the 
goaltending question — somehow — remains unanswered. 

In one corner, there’s Matt Murray, the two-time champ who was 
seemingly brought in to claim that role. And in the other, there’s Ilya 
Samsonov, who showed Wednesday night that he’s the clearest answer 
the Maple Leafs have at this moment. 

“I thought he was great,” Auston Matthews said of Samsonov from the 
bowels of Scotiabank Arena, after a narrow back-and-forth with the 
defending champs ended in a 2-1 shootout loss. “He made some great 
saves for us, kept us in the game. When we gave up breakaways, odd-
man rushes, he came up big. 

“He did everything he had to do. It’s just one of those games that can go 
either way.” 

You’d be hard-pressed to fault Samsonov for it not going Toronto’s way 
on this night, especially given the nature of the two shots that beat him. 
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The first, 14 minutes into the opening frame, was a write-off, a Mikko 
Rantanen pass that ended up deflecting off of Leafs defender Jake 
McCabe as the latter attempted to disrupt the shooting lane, the puck 
changing course unexpectedly and drifting five hole as Samsonov 
readied himself to stop a one-time attempt at the far post. 

The only other came 45 minutes later, when Nathan MacKinnon — he of 
some of the quickest hands and least predictable attacks in the game — 
was thrown at Samsonov one-on-one in the shootout. 

MacKinnon did what he so often does, his skills-competition tally the only 
shootout attempt converted by either squad, and the night was done. 

That the Maple Leafs will move on with one point, at least, comes down 
to Samsonov more than anyone else in blue and white. 

On a night that saw these Avs take up residence in Toronto’s zone time 
and time again, from the opening period to the extra one, a night that saw 
Samsonov’s team give up five man-advantage opportunities to 
Colorado’s lethal top unit, a night that saw his Leafs offer little in the way 
of resistance, finishing with their lowest shot total of any game this 
season (18), it was Samsonov who kept them in it. 

“I just thought he was locked in,” head coach Sheldon Keefe said after 
the final buzzer had sounded. “I don’t think we gave up a ton in terms of 
high-quality chances, there was a lot of stuff coming from the points and 
the perimeter. But anything that we did give up, in the slot or whatever it 
might’ve been, he was set. He looked really athletic and dynamic, some 
of the saves he made with his hands. I thought he was excellent. 

“In a game in which there wasn’t a whole lot of opportunity for the goalie 
to really shine, I thought he was still a standout for us.” 

The netminder’s finest moment came late in the third, Rantanen drifting 
to the wall and finding Makar in the slot with acres of space — an echo of 
the situation that saw Rielly tally in the first. With the game on the line, 
the Leafs having played with fire all night long, there was Samsonov, 
flying out to the top of his crease and keeping Makar at bay. 

“It’s similar to the way he’s been all year — I think he’s been confident,” 
Tavares said of No. 35. “You see him being aggressive, challenging 
shooters. Using his frame and his mobility, his quickness, to take a lot of 
the net away. He just continued to battle. He’s a real competitor.” 

The netminder characterized the night the same way, himself. 

“A good battle,” Samsonov said post-game, still wearing a look of irked 
disappointment on his face at being beaten by MacKinnon’s shootout 
attempt. “Both teams wanted to win today.” 

Trying to do so against elite winners like Nos. 29 and 8, though, is a 
complicated ask. 

“It’s a little bit different than (Connor) McDavid and (Leon) Draisaitl, but 
again, a ton of speed,” the netminder said of facing MacKinnon and 
Makar. “You need to be a little bit prepared before these guys enter the 
zone — you need to get ready for everything. You need to see where the 
forwards are moving, where the D are moving. These guys are really 
smart players.” 

In the end, it was the defending champs’ smarts — and a decent dose of 
luck — that won the day. Still, in their goalie’s eyes, the blue and white 
can still take away something from this one. 

“It was a good competition before the playoffs,” Samsonov said. “My 
teammates played awesome today. A little bit not liking the shootout. … 
But we have one point. 

“Heads up, and keep moving.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Who would the Oilers want to face in the first round of the 
NHL playoffs? 

 

Mark Spector 

 

EDMONTON — First place in the Pacific Division has, as things so often 
do in Vegas, disappeared from the Edmonton Oilers' grasp. 

Suddenly eight points behind the Golden Knights with 14 games to play, 
that is a gap that is simply too large to close — even with two games left 
to play with Vegas. 

Even second place in the Pacific has become a remote possibility, with 
five points separating the Oilers and the Los Angeles Kings. However, 
the two games remaining between the Kings and Oilers will keep that 
candle flickering for now. 

Realistically, however, the Oilers are battling with the Seattle Kraken for 
the right to navigate their playoff journey through the Pacific or, 
depending on what Division winner ends up with more points, perhaps 
take a playoff detour through the Central Division. 

If the playoffs began today — before Wednesday’s slate of games — first 
place Vegas would open against the Winnipeg Jets, and Seattle would 
cross over to play the Dallas Stars. And once you start out in a Division, 
you have to stay there through Round 2 as well. 

If the NHL was playing 1 vs. 8, 2 vs. 7, etc., the Oilers would draw the 
Minnesota Wild in Rd. 1. Alas, Gary Bettman said on Wednesday of the 
NHL’s Divisional format, "Things are working well."  

So, as MLS NEXT Pro (the farm system for MLS) announces its playoff 
format this week — which includes the right for higher seeds to choose 
their opponents from among the lower seeds — let’s extrapolate that to 
the Oilers. 

If you could choose a playoff path for Edmonton, who would you want 
them to play? 

Los Angeles? 

Last spring, a Kings team playing without Drew Doughty and handy, 
veteran winger Viktor Arvidsson, took a 3-2 series lead on Edmonton in 
their opening round meeting. The Oilers dug down and won Games 6 
and 7 against an L.A. team that proved far tougher than any of us pundits 
had anticipated. 

This season, the Kings have floated three or four points above Edmonton 
the entire season. They’re a defensively sound, tough matchup for 
Edmonton — and now they’ve added goalie Joonas Korpisalo to a 
healthy Doughty, making the Kings even harder to score on. 

The Kings are the Oilers most likely first-round opponent, and we would 
say, an opponent that would have a great deal of confidence against the 
Oilers. 

Vegas? 

Edmonton is 2-0 against the Golden Knights this season, with a home 
and home left to play. The addition of Jonathan Quick is a confidence 
boost for Vegas, but having dispatched of him in the playoffs a year ago, 
that won’t intimidate Edmonton’s offence. 

This matchup isn’t much different than any for Edmonton: The Oilers get 
the nod in the Top 6, Vegas has a better defence, and the goaltending is 
a toss-up, with a slight edge towards Vegas. 

Since Jan. 1 these two teams have nearly identical records. It would be a 
fantastic series, one where the style favours the Oilers. 

Dallas?  
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Nobody really wants to face a team with Jake Oettinger in goal, but since 
he arrived on the scene last season Edmonton is 2-3 versus Dallas 
(outscored 20-17) with the Stars in Edmonton for a Thursday night 
meeting. 

Dallas counts on some older guys up front like Jamie Benn, Joe Pavelski 
and Tyler Seguin. They could have trouble with the Oilers Top 6, though 
sometimes experience is the difference in a playoff series. Like the 
Kings, Dallas views itself as a team that needs to get something done in 
the post-season after losing out in Rd. 1 last season. 

In a toss-up like this one, I tend to side with the team that has the best 
goaltending and there isn’t any question which team that would be in this 
matchup. 

An outside chance: Minnesota 

The Wild would have to catch Dallas for the Central lead, and Edmonton 
would have to finish fourth in the Pacific for this matchup to occur. But if it 
did, this isn’t a matchup the Oilers want. 

Edmonton went 1-2 versus the Wild this season, outscored 7-4 in two 
losses in St. Paul. The Oilers have lost five straight at the Xcel Energy 
Center with their last win there coming in the 2018-19 season. 

Somehow, the Wild have mastered the art of slowing the Oilers down 
through the neutral zone and turning the game into more of a grind than 
a high-flying show of skill. Although Edmonton likes to think they have 
improved at that style, it is not their preferred way to play the game. 

We’re ready to say it: The Oilers WILL be a playoff team. 

But will they be favoured when Rd. 1 begins? Do they have the 
goaltending to replicate the three-round run they went on last season — 
or go even further? 

That’s why they play the games, folks. 
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Sportsnet.ca / How losing Andrei Svechnikov impacts Hurricanes' 
Stanley Cup hopes 

 

Vingan  

 

How does Svechnikov's season-ending injury affect the playoff landscape 
in the East? 

The Hockey Central panel discusses Andrei Svechnikov's season-ending 
injury, how it affects the playoff outlook landscape in the Eastern 
Conference, and how it alters the Hurricanes' postseason push. 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ worst fears were confirmed on Tuesday when 
they announced that star forward Andrei Svechnikov will undergo 
season-ending knee surgery. The loss of Svechnikov is a huge blow for 
the Hurricanes, who have been one of the most dominant teams in the 
NHL this season. 

"I hate it for him, more than anything,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour told reporters Tuesday. "He’s worked so hard to get to this 
point of the year, when it’s fun, and he’s not going to be able to be a part 
of it here going forward.” 

Svechnikov, who finished his season with 23 goals and 55 points in 64 
games, was a key part of the Hurricanes’ attack, ranking at or near the 
top of several offensive categories. 

Svechnikov is the second Hurricanes top-six forward to suffer a major 
injury this season. They are also without proven scorer Max Pacioretty, 

who played just five games in January before re-tearing his Achilles 
tendon and ending up back on injured reserve. 

This poses a dilemma for the Hurricanes, who, despite boasting a 
league-leading 58.4 xGF% at even strength, are not great at putting the 
puck in the net. Their 4.8 true shooting percentage in all situations is tied 
for 27th — second-worst among teams in playoff position. (The 
Minnesota Wild are tied for 29th.) 

Unlike their rivals at the top of the Eastern Conference, the Hurricanes 
did not add much up front at the trade deadline, acquiring Jesse 
Puljujarvi from the Edmonton Oilers. (They went after Timo Meier but 
were beat out by the New Jersey Devils, who trail them by two points in 
the Metropolitan Division.) 

Puljujarvi took Svechnikov’s spot on the left side of the Hurricanes’ top 
line alongside Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis on Tuesday against the 
Winnipeg Jets. They controlled 29.7 per cent of expected goals at even 
strength in 11:42 of ice time, though only one of their nine faceoffs came 
in the offensive zone. By comparison, Svechnikov, Aho and Jarvis 
controlled 70.7 per cent of expected goals when on the ice this season. 

Aho, who already does so much to drive the Hurricanes’ offence, will now 
have to take on an even larger role. His 11.4 offence-generating plays 
per 20 minutes are tied for sixth-most in the league with Auston 
Matthews and David Pastrnak. Martin Necas will also be counted on to 
score more goals, which he is capable of doing. 

The Hurricanes’ ace in the hole is their defence, which is the best in the 
league at suppressing quality scoring chances (2.24 expected goals 
against per game). But will that be enough to get past the high-octane 
teams that the Hurricanes could face in the playoffs? 

It will take a collective effort to replace Svechnikov’s contributions. 

“It’s 20 guys. It’s not one guy. I can tell you that,” Brind’Amour said. “If we 
think one guy is going to do it, it wouldn’t have mattered anyway. It was 
never about one guy. It just makes it a little harder.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators return from disastrous western trip facing new 
set of horrors 

 

Wayne Scanlan |  

 

OTTAWA – If they made a children’s book out of this western venture of 
the Ottawa Senators, it would be called the "Terrible, Horrible, No Good, 
Very Bad" road trip. 

And their reward for going 1-4 and getting outscored 25-11 while 
watching their playoff aspirations fade to a shred? The Senators get to 
come home to face Colorado and Toronto, before trips to Pittsburgh and 
Boston – then Tampa Bay at home and New Jersey on the road. 

It’s reminiscent of the scene from "Home Alone 2" when Kevin 
McCallister is running from the bad guys and jumps into a taxi cab, 
relieved to escape. 

“Boy, it’s scary out there!” 

The cab driver turns around to reveal a frightening visage: “Ain’t much 
better in here, kid.” 

For the Senators, it doesn’t get much better for them in the Eastern time 
zone, as they face playoff teams over their next six games, three at home 
and three away. 
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Players are trying to sound positive, trying to be professional, but the 
spirit has gone out of their voices after this string of losses. They will 
have to find their voices and game again in a hurry, flying home 
Wednesday before meeting the incoming Avalanche on Thursday (at 
least the Avs play Wednesday night in Toronto). 

The latest blow for Ottawa was a 6-3 defeat Tuesday at the hands of the 
Edmonton Oilers, who didn’t have to have their ‘A’ game going. The 
Senators showed better than they did in the disastrous weekend losses 
to Vancouver and Calgary, but still gave up way too many blatant 
chances to a skilled Oilers team. 

Which was worse? The lax effort to allow a 2-on-1 early in the game to 
fall behind 1-0? Or giving up on the play in the dying seconds of the 
second period? There were eight seconds left on the clock when 
Edmonton had the puck at its own blue line, before working it up ice, 
where Nick Bjugstad waltzed in to score with a fraction of a second left in 
the period. Oilers 5, Senators 2. Game over. 

Head coach D.J. Smith insisted his team deserved better, and the 
Senators did put 32 shots on young Oilers goaltender Stuart Skinner. 
The Senators power play looked better, and got a goal from Brady 
Tkachuk. Tim Stutzle scored twice, including a beauty shorthanded, from 
Dylan Gambrell. 

But you are not going to win games by giving up five or more goals. On 
this trip, the Senators gave up five to Chicago, four to Seattle, five each 
to Vancouver and Calgary, and six to Edmonton. Is it any wonder they 
won just one of those five games? 

Bless the kid goalies for trying, but they have been in tough since the 
injury to Cam Talbot a couple of weeks ago. In his last four outings, Mads 
Sogaard has had save percentages of .762, .879, .862 and .844. Kevin 
Mandolese had an .872 save percentage in the 5-1 loss in Calgary. 

Smith said the young goaltenders are gaining great experience. The 
hope is that they don’t get so discouraged that it sets them back. 

The coach continues to talk bravely as the ship sinks. 

“This group’s not going to quit, not going to give in,” Smith said after the 
loss in Edmonton, while looking ahead to games against Colorado and 
Toronto. 

“We’re not going to back down. We’ll be ready.” 

He has to hope so. Because the Senators give up enough when they are 
still pushing and trying. If they ease up or give up against this next string 
of competition, it could get ugly. 

Tkachuk was almost speechless after the latest loss. 

“A lot of guys left it all out there, it just sucks losing,” Tkachuk said, 
adding that this road trip was “not what we wanted, not what we 
expected.” 

When the captain says the team will “put the work boots on and be ready 
to go Thursday,” you believe him. Because it’s Brady. And he knows no 
other way. 

Tkachuk steps up for Boys and Girls Club 

On Wednesday evening, Tkachuk and his fiance, Emma Farinacci, will 
announce their commitment to be ambassadors for the Boys and Girls 
Club of Ottawa. It’s a great choice by the captain and by BGC Ottawa. 
The late broadcaster Brian Smith, who played with fellow Ottawa legend 
Brian Kilrea for the Los Angeles Kings in their inaugural season (1967-
68), was a great supporter of the Boys and Girls Club. Smitty attended 
Boys and Girls Club camps as a youth. As a young Senator, Erik 
Karlsson was a BGC ambassador. Former captain Daniel Alfredsson 
also did work on behalf of the club. 

Joseph out ‘a couple weeks’ 

Injuries continue to be an issue for the Senators. Forwards Mathieu 
Joseph and Parker Kelly, plus defenceman Thomas Chabot, all missed 

the Edmonton game with assorted injuries. Joseph could be out “a 
couple of weeks,” Smith said. Kelly and Chabot, injured on shot blocks, 
could be back in the lineup much sooner. 
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TSN.CA / Matthews says he’s moved past injury adversity 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs and Colorado Avalanche skated at Scotiabank Arena 
on Wednesday.  

Auston Matthews is starting to look more like the player who scored 60 
goals and won the Hart Trophy last season. The 25-year-old centre has 
finally turned the page on injury issues that hampered him early this 
season.  

"Feeling good now, and that's all that matters," Matthews confirmed.  

"He's been really skating well and on the puck and jumping into holes," 
observed coach Sheldon Keefe. "In terms of how he's moving on the ice, 
that's more of what we're used to seeing ... that's more of what we like to 
see from him in terms of just getting around the ice. It looks like he's light 
and free and all of that, so that's been really nice. It's been a few games 
now that he's been really skating well." 

And the goals are coming. Matthews has scored in three straight games 
for the first time since mid-January.  

"We've had a little bit more time with the puck," said Matthews, who has 
fired 17 shots on net in the last three games. "Some more Grade-A 
opportunities, and I think that always helps just kind of get the feet 
moving and the confidence going."  

The ability to move so well at 6-foot-3, 208 pounds is a big reason why 
Matthews is such a force.  

"He's just a threat kind of everywhere in the offensive zone," noted 
Colorado Avalanche defenceman Cale Makar. "You never really know 
when he's going to get the puck. I think that's what's so good about their 
team, they're so good in small areas, feeding each other and then finding 
each other in areas you wouldn’t expect it. So, he's large threat." 

In an interview with Jonas Siegel of The Athletic, Matthews revealed for 
the first time that the nagging injury, which forced him to miss a couple 
games earlier season, was a hand issue. Matthews, who has seen his 
shooting percentage decline from 17.2 per cent last year to 12.4 this 
season, stressed that this injury is "absolutely" behind him.  

Matthews also missed five games with a knee sprain, which was 
sustained on Jan. 25.  

"Throughout the year you're going to go through adversity, and, for 
myself, it's been a great learning curve just going through that," he said. 
"I mean, the main goal here is trying to win and that's what we're trying to 
do and trying to build good habits throughout the regular season and put 
ourselves in the best position possible, so that's really been my mindset 
the whole year. Obviously, for myself, you always want more, you always 
want to produce and stuff, but at the same time the team's always going 
to come first and my job is to help the team win." 

Matthews has continued to be a responsible two-way force and leads all 
NHL forwards in blocked shots. He's helped the Leafs climb to fifth 
overall in the standings. And despite the injury issues, Matthews has still 
scored 31 goals. He feels the adversity this season has made him 
mentally stronger.   
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"It's not always going to be sunshine and roses. You gotta go through 
stuff sometimes and just learn," he said..  

"It's something we haven't really looked at much," said Keefe. "If I'm 
going to use Jarnkrok from time to time in that spot I just wanted to give 
them a little more familiarity, starting with today's morning skate." 

Jarnkrok has scored in three of five games.  

"He's a really smart player," said Matthews, who picked up an assist on 
Jarnkrok's goal on Monday against the Buffalo Sabres. "He works hard. 
His release is pretty impressive too. Just a really smart player. I find he's 
just in really good spots all over the ice, makes plays and hunts pucks. 
So, looking forward to it."  

Alex Kerfoot, who had been on the top line, skated alongside Sam 
Lafferty and Wayne Simmonds on Monday morning. Simmonds will be a 
scratch as the Leafs once again dress seven defencemen and 11 
forwards.  

"I wanted to get Kerfoot paired with Lafferty a little bit more," Keefe said. 
"Just similar type of skill sets in terms of how they skate and move with 
and without the puck." 

ContentId(1.1932048): Leafs Ice Chips: Jarnkrok gets a look with 
Matthews, Marner 

Matthews helped the Leafs get the better of Connor McDavid and the 
Edmonton Oilers on Saturday. That experience will help on Monday with 
Nathan MacKinnon in town.  

"They are similar in a lot of ways," said Marner. "Just their power when 
the puck's in their hands with how quick they can turn back on pucks, you 
know, cutback and make a 1-on-1 challenge with someone and usually 
win that 1-on-1 challenge."  

McDavid did score a goal on Saturday, but the Leafs outshot the Oilers 
8-3 when Matthews and No. 97 shared the ice in 5-on-5 play (9:33 of ice 
time), per NaturalStatTrick.com.  

"It's similar in the sense that they're both so fast and explosive," 
Matthews said of McDavid and MacKinnon. "They can just blow right by 
you especially when they pick up speed through the neutral zone. That's 
when they're most dangerous, so just trying to steer them to the outside 
as much as possible. When you play some of the big boys like that, for 
the most part, we've done a pretty good job of taking away they middle of 
the ice as much as possible, but obviously they're good players and 
they'll get their looks sometimes." 

Jake McCabe is the Leafs defenceman who played McDavid the most on 
Saturday. What's the key against MacKinnon? 

"You got to really find his speed early," McCabe said. "Like all the way 
back in their own end while he's building it up. Understand if they go 
quick up or whatever it may be that a lot of time it's bumping back to him 
in the neutral zone with a boatload of speed ... We did a pretty good job 
against Edmonton the other night as far as defending. I thought we were 
really responsible and all of us really took onus on the defending side of 
things. Obviously, they're going to get their looks no matter how hard you 
defend, I feel like." 

MacKinnon has scored in five straight games and has 15 goals in his last 
15 games dating back to Feb. 11.  

"He's looking like Nate right now," said Makar. "He's obviously a 
superstar for a reason. He's been awesome for us lately and hopefully he 
can continue to that because we'll lean on him quite a bit here on the 
forward end of things. It's been awesome. I love watching Nate, so it's 
good." 

"It looks like he's dialling his game up at the right time of year and that's 
what he can do," said coach Jared Bednar. "Long, competitive season, 
but when you need to win hockey games he's really elevated his game 
and looks like he's getting back into playoff form. I like that, that your top 

players can elevate at the right times. That's what you need, and he's 
been doing it."  

Like Matthews, MacKinnon has faced some injury adversity this season.  

"I feel good," MacKinnon said. "I feel I'm engaged every night. My body 
feels pretty good at this point of the season. I missed about a month, so it 
got me a rest. Yeah, hopefully I will have a good stretch here." 

ContentId(1.1932038): Leafs lean on McDavid experience with playoff-
mode MacKinnon in town 

---  

Denis Malgin will play in Toronto for the first time since being traded by 
the Leafs on Dec. 19.  

"It was nice to be here," Malgin said. "Good memories. Good guys. It was 
a lot of fun. Just good memories." 

"It will be interesting," said Matthews. "I played with Denis when we were 
18 and in Switzerland, and it was cool playing with him a couple stints 
here. All of us really liked him in the locker room. He's a great guy and a 
great player too. I really enjoy watching him play and happy that he's 
finding success in Colorado. It will be fun to go against him tonight." 

With Artturi Lehkonen sidelined, Malgin will move into Colorado's top six.  

"Scoring didn't come easy probably here in Toronto, looked like, and then 
when he first came to us," noted Bednar. "But he's gotten a little 
confidence, he's hit a couple hot streaks and been doing the right thing. 
He clearly thinks the game like a top-six forward and has that kind of 
ability. When we need a guy, if we're missing a guy, then he's been the 
guy to go up and try to help us in those scoring areas ... good opportunity 
coming up for him tonight." 

Malgin scored just twice in 23 games with the Leafs this season. He has 
six goals in 26 games with the Avalanche, but all six goals have come in 
the last 14 games.   

"He's scoring big goals every other night it feels like," said MacKinnon. 
"He brings a ton of speed. I just think as he's gotten more comfortable, 
he's making plays and doing the right things on both sides of the puck 
and, yeah, he looks great." 

ContentId(1.1932037): Matthews happy to see Malgin return to Toronto 
in top-six role 

--- 

The Leafs beat the Avalanche 6-2 on Dec. 31 in Denver. Colorado 
expects another stiff test on Monday, especially when it comes to 
defending in their own end. 

"Their ability to hang onto pucks in the offensive zone and be 
dangerous," Bednar said of the biggest challenge. "Not that they're not 
dangerous off the rush, but I find their O-zone play and their 
competitiveness below the tops of the circles and around the net front 
has given us troubles in the past." 

And Bednar sees a better Leafs team now in the wake of the trade 
deadline. 

"They've been a great team the last few years," he said. "They're a great 
team again and now they just got deeper. I like the guys they added, 
what they provide to this team, and I'm sure they’re still figuring out how it 
all works. It hasn't been a long time since the deadline." 

The Avalanche are the defending Stanley Cup champions, but currently 
sit 13th in the overall standings.   

"It's a team we want to measure ourselves against," Bednar said of the 
Leafs. "All the best teams in teams in the East, when we get an 
opportunity to play them we want to make sure we're playing our best." 

ContentId(1.1932035): 'Free safety' Makar on Leafs: 'They’re so good in 
small areas' 
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--- 

Luke Schenn skated with teammates for the first time since returning 
from paternity leave. He and his wife welcomed their third child last 
Friday.  

"Things are a little hectic at home, but everything went smooth, and my 
wife and new daughter are doing great," the 33-year-old defenceman 
said. "They're in Vancouver and looking forward to hopefully getting them 
down here in a couple weeks." 

The Leafs drafted Schenn fifth overall in 2008 and he played four 
seasons in Toronto before being traded to the Philadelphia Flyers. Now, 
he's getting an unexpected second chance with his first team.  

"Just walking into this building, coming into this dressing room, it's just 
surreal," he said. "Going through it all as such a young guy, you 
appreciate what it means to play in Toronto but not to the extent I do 
now. That just comes with experience and age and maturity and what I've 
gone through in my career in terms of ups and downs. You realize how 
great of an organization this is. Not to disrespect any others, but this is as 
good as it gets as far as how they treat players and the passionate fan 
base and everything that goes along with it." 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) March 15, 2023 

Schenn will not play on Wednesday, but could make his home debut 2.0 
on Friday when the Leafs host the Carolina Hurricanes. Schenn has 
already played two road games with the Leafs and isn't expecting a big 
adjustment period. 

"They changed up the stall colours a little bit," he said with a smile. "That 
was probably it. I noticed that. And the big screen in the room where we 
do the video, that used to be the goalie stalls there, so that's kind of 
flipped around. Other than that, a lot of it is pretty familiar, honestly." 

ContentId(1.1932047): 'It’s just surreal': Everything old is new again for 
Leafs' Schenn 

--- 

Ilya Samsonov will get the start on Wednesday. Keefe mentioned on 
Sunday that the goalie isn't quite 100 per cent.  

"He's fine," the coach said. "We wanted to make sure he had a little more 
time to be certain he was 100 per cent. He's had a little bit of discomfort 
in the last couple weeks that we wanted to make sure settled properly." 

Alexandar Georgiev will start for the Avalanche, Bednar confirmed. 

--- 

Lines at Wednesday's morning skate:  

Jarnkrok - Matthews - Marner  

Bunting - Tavares - Nylander  

Kerfoot - Lafferty - Simmonds* 

Aston-Reese - Kampf - Acciari 

Rielly - Brodie  

McCabe - Holl  

Giordano - Liljegren  

Gustafsson - Schenn  

Timmins  

Samsonov starts  

Murray  

Special teams work at Wednesday's skate:  

PP1 - Rielly, Matthews, Tavares, Marner, Nylander  

PP2 - Gustafsson, Kerfoot, Bunting, Jarnkrok, Lafferty 
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