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What I got wrong: Sebastian Aho silenced me and many others who questioned him 

By Cory Lavalette 

On the opening night of each NHL draft, which covers just 
the first of seven rounds, there’s plenty of pomp and 
circumstance around each selection. Any player in 
attendance — after hugging what seems like an endless 
parade of parents, significant others, billets, arena workers 
and strangers — is brought to the stage to put on his new 
team’s jersey and prepare for his NHL Glamour Shots 
moment. 

First he shakes hands and poses with NHL commissioner 
Gary Bettman. He’s then greeted by a contingent from his 
new organization, which could include owners, general 
managers, scouts, coaches and a variety of other people that 
totals even more than all the people he just hugged in the 
stands. 

The point is, as a reporter there is plenty of time to take in 
who was selected, look at the draft board to see which teams 
are up next and comb through the remaining first-round 
prospects who could be selected when the team you’re 
covering comes up to pick. 

The second day of the draft, rounds two through seven, is a 
bit more chaotic. The teams announce their picks from draft 
tables that are spread on the floor of the host team’s arena. If 
you’re at the draft, you can (sometimes) hear the selection, 
but it also shows up on the large draft board behind the 
stage. 

If you’re not at the draft, the second day is nearly impossible 
to track. The broadcast has more of a free-flowing feel to it, 
with analysis usually focused on the players selected by 
Canadian teams, a breaking trade or a draft pick with an 
interesting side story that has a pre-packaged feature at the 
ready. 

The Hurricanes aren’t usually a league priority, so one is 
relegated to watching the scrolling ticker on the bottom of the 
page to catch which player Carolina has selected while the 
talking heads reminisce about their youth in Moose Jaw, 
Drummondville or Guelph. 

On June 26, 2015, a day after defenseman Noah Hanifin 
slipped to the Hurricanes at No. 5 overall in the first round of 
the draft, the Raleigh media was assembled in the fourth-
floor conference room of PNC Arena to watch Day 2. 

That meant watching the ticker while hoping that, however 
unlikely, the Hurricanes’ pick at No. 35 overall would be 
announced by the broadcasters and discussed. 

It wasn’t, and we waited as the ticker scrolled until the name 
finally appeared: Sebastian Aho. 

Simple enough, right? Not so fast. As everyone now knows, 
there are two hockey-playing Sebastian Ahos: the Swedish 
defenseman and the Finnish forward. Further complicating 

things? It wasn’t like there was a wide gulf between the two 
in 2015. 

The defenseman — who was passed over the year before in 
his first year of draft eligibility — had second- and third-round 
grades from several draft pundits, including Corey Pronman 
(42) and International Scouting Services (61). NHL Central 
Scouting had the Swede as the 13th-ranked European 
skater, between Jonas Siegenthaler and Roope Hintz. 

It was totally possible the Hurricanes had just selected their 
second defenseman in as many picks. 

But it was also possible they had selected the other Aho, the 
Finn listed as a right wing — and the 18th-best European 
skater — by Central Scouting. Pronman had him 28th (hat tip 
to Corey, now with The Athletic, for being the only person I 
remember to give him a first-round grade), and Mark Seidel 
ranked him No. 55. 

So naturally — as someone who follows the lead-up to the 
draft pretty closely and knew there were two players with the 
same name — it didn’t take long for the words to come out of 
my mouth: “Which Sebastian Aho?” 

After a few moments, Carolina’s PR staff told us it was the 
Finnish forward, not the Swedish defenseman, that the 
Hurricanes had selected. 

So began Sebastian Antero Aho’s career with the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

At that time, I was writing for SBNation’s Canes Country, and 
after the nuts and bolts of the site’s draft coverage were 
done, I wrote a story on June 28 titled “A Closer Look At 
Carolina’s 2015 Draft.” 

It was, essentially, a superlatives article, running through 
Carolina’s nine-player class and listing who were the biggest 
and smallest draft picks, the team’s unprecedented selection 
of three QMJHL players, and then-GM Ron Francis choosing 
the son of former teammate Kevin Stevens, Luke Stevens, in 
the fifth round. 

One paragraph in that article, however, contains perhaps the 
biggest “Old Takes Exposed” moment of my hockey writing 
career. 

“Snap Judgment Worst Value Pick: Aho came across to me 
as a bit of a reach. But without a third-round pick — which 
was dealt the Vancouver in the Eddie Lack trade — the 
Canes must have not wanted to miss out on the winger.” 

Oof. 

It didn’t take long for Aho to separate himself from the pack 
— or the player with whom he shares a name. At the 
Hurricanes’ prospect development camp, Aho scored a hat 
trick in the end-of-week scrimmage. 
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It was a sign of things to come, and it became clear pretty 
quickly that Aho was anything but full value. 

Seven-plus years later, Aho has emerged as one of the 
NHL’s top players. Since entering the league in 2016-17, 
Aho ranks 11th in goals (209) and 24th in points (456). Only 
a handful of players who rank ahead of him in either category 
— Artemi Panarin, Brad Marchand, Brayden Point, Nikita 
Kucherov and Johnny Gaudreau — were also, like Aho, not 
taken in the first round. 

I take some solace in the fact Aho had to prove himself to 
other people as well — including his coach, Rod 
Brind’Amour. 

If you ask Brind’Amour now about Aho’s ability to go head-to-
head with any team’s top scoring line, he’s quick to say he’s 
confident the 25-year-old center can handle any assignment. 

That wasn’t always true. 

“Usually a prototypical centerman, you’re talking about is 6-3, 
200 (pounds), big guy, skates like the wind,” then-captain 
Justin Williams said at media day ahead of the 2018-19 
season, the coach’s first leading the Hurricanes. “You need 
to have that certain arrogance, that strength on the puck, the 
ability to win faceoffs and the ability to be counted on. That’s 
a big responsibility, playing center.” 

Williams, we would learn, was often the player voice of his 
coach and former teammate. 

Just over a month later, Brind’Amour already seemed 
convinced. 

“His play coming right into camp, he just looked like a 
different player,” Brind’Amour said in mid-October 2018. 
“That year of maturity … another offseason behind him to 
train and just grow into his body a little bit. He looks a little bit 
like he’s a different man than he was last year.” 

The 6-foot, 176-pound Aho said in May 2021 that at the 
same time Brind’Amour was questioning if he could be a No. 
1 center, the coach was also pushing and helping him to 
become just that. 

“It was great that he was pushing me,” Aho said. “We did a 
lot of video stuff, pay attention to the details. He never really 
coached too much on the offensive — it was the defensive 
side of the game. There’s so many details in the center game 
that are different than playing as a winger, and he’s been 
helping me a lot.” 

And Aho? Well, he’s proven a lot of people wrong. 

Myself included. 
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NHL Power Rankings: With one month left, what is each team still playing for? 

By Dom Luszczyszyn and Sean Gentille 

The GM meetings were held in Florida earlier this week, 
giving Gary Bettman the perfect opportunity to show how in 
touch he is with the league he’s been running for three 
decades. 

As always, Bettman just has his finger on the pulse. Nothing 
wrong here, folks! Actually, it’s good that we’ve known three 
of the exact playoff matchups in the East since January. It’s 
good that there isn’t really an enticing playoff race in the 
West. It’s good that eight teams are playing to lose. 
Everything is fine! The playoffs are the only thing that 
matters anyway, who cares about making the regular season 
exciting? 

With a month left in the season don’t let the naysayers 
distract you from what should be a month full of spectacle 
and entertainment league-wide. Don’t believe us? Here’s one 
thing every team is still playing for. 

1. Boston Bruins 

Last Week: 1 
Record: 51-11-5 
Sean rank: 1 
Dom rank: 1 

They’ve already clinched a playoff spot. The division is next. 
The conference — and home ice throughout the entirety of 
the playoffs — will come shortly thereafter. No point in 
pretending otherwise. Aside from that, they need 12 wins in 
their last 15 games to finish with 63, the most all-time. The 
1995-96 Red Wings and 2018-19 Lightning each had 62. 
The points percentage record (.825, 1976-77 Canadiens) is 
out of reach. 

2. New Jersey Devils 

Last Week: 3 
Record: 44-17-7 
Sean rank: 2 
Dom rank: 2 

With an overtime loss to Tampa Bay Thursday night it 
became that much harder for the Devils to catch the 
Hurricanes for the division lead. Every point matters and 
though earning a single point isn’t the end of the world, it 
means the Devils have a lot of ground to make up with little 
time left to do it. They’re one point back with two extra 
games played and entered the night with a 30 percent 
chance. That race is probably over and with the Rangers 
unlikely to catch New Jersey in second there doesn’t look 
like much to play for over the team’s final 14 games. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes 

Last Week: 2 
Record: 44-14-8 
Sean rank: 3 
Dom rank: 3 

They’re in the driver’s seat in the Metropolitan Division, 
which would earn them a matchup against one of the wild-
card teams. That’s better than the alternative; the Rangers 
are a tier above the Islanders, Penguins and Panthers, and 

Carolina hasn’t gotten a point in either of their two games 
this season. It’s a small sample size, but it’s also instructive. 
Leave the tougher matchups for the second round. 

And hey, in the meantime, they can figure out the best way 
to replace Andrei Svechnikov. That’ll be about as tough as it 
sounds. 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Last Week: 4 
Record: 40-18-9 
Sean rank: 5 
Dom rank: 4 

Guys, guys, guys — the meltdown happens seven games 
into the playoffs. Not in March in a season where the Leafs 
have been locked into second place for roughly four months. 
Relax. Right now, the Leafs are playing for nothing but to 
make sure their fanbase doesn’t implode earlier than they’re 
supposed to. 

5. Dallas Stars 

Last Week: 5 
Record: 37-18-13 
Sean rank: 4 
Dom rank: 6 

The Stars are pretty firmly in “it would take a meltdown” 
territory regarding their Central Division lead. The rest of the 
way, they have one game against the Avalanche and none 
vs. the Wild. All three teams are playing well, so minimal 
ground is being lost. 

The same principle applies to the larger race. Dallas has a 
very real shot at winning the West, but the Golden Knights 
are handling business, too. The Stars can hope their process 
(third in the league in expected goals percentage since Feb. 
13) beats out Vegas’ (20th). 

6. Vegas Golden Knights 

Last Week: 6 
Record: 42-21-6 
Sean rank: 6 
Dom rank: 7 

Same deal as Dallas — the Golden Knights are playing for 
the division and possibly even the conference title. There’s a 
huge difference between playing a third seed and a wildcard 
team in the West so rising to the top is crucial. Having said 
that, Vegas has a lot more cut out for it at the moment. The 
Golden Knights have a decent cushion and came into 
Thursday night’s game with decent odds (64 percent), but 
their underlying numbers have been pretty putrid over the 
last month or so. 

7. Colorado Avalanche 

Last Week: 7 
Record: 39-22-6 
Sean rank: 7 
Dom rank: 8 

The Avs are hilarious. They’re closer to being out of a playoff 
spot than winning the West, but really, which of those two 
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feels more likely? They’ll keep doing what they’ve done all 
season; hope for health by the postseason (welcome to the 
Rocky Mountain Hurt Boy Club, Artturi Lehkonen!), and 
remember what the core of the roster did less than a year 
ago. No team’s playoff spot is less relevant. 

8. Edmonton Oilers 

Last Week: 8 
Record: 37-23-8 
Sean rank: 10 
Dom rank: 5 

Where the Oilers finish feels less important than how Connor 
McDavid closes out. Can he hit 50 multipoint games? He’s 
got 38. Can he become the only NHLer other than Mario 
Lemieux to score 80 power-play points in a season? He’s at 
59. Are 70 goals possible? He just had 10 in five games. 
Let’s see how this story ends. 

9. New York Rangers 

Last Week: 9 
Record: 39-19-10 
Sean rank: 8 
Dom rank: 9 

No team added more offensive firepower in trade season 
than the Rangers, and their lines remain a bit of a work in 
progress. Artemi Panarin–Vincent Trocheck–Patrick Kane 
wasn’t great (sub-40 expected goals percentage, sub-50 
actual goals percentage), so Gerard Gallant switched things 
up. Kane with Trocheck and Chris Kreider, through a couple 
games, has fared markedly better. Nothing for the Rangers is 
more important than figuring out which of their two star right 
wingers (Kane and Vladimir Tarasenko) goes where. 

10. Los Angeles Kings 

Last Week: 10 
Record: 40-20-9 
Sean rank: 9 
Dom rank: 11 

Going into the All-Star break the Kings looked like the 
flimsiest paper tiger the playoff race has seen in a while. 
Their goal differential was minus-13, 22nd in the league! 
What they’ve done since has been pretty remarkable as 
they’ve completely flipped the script with the league’s 
second-best record and a plus-19 goal differential. The 
reason? Prove Dom “Fake Good” Luszczyszyn wrong once 
again. Probably. He’s already eaten crow for it, but we can 
only imagine the rest of the season will be played out of pure 
spite. 

11. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Last Week: 11 
Record: 41-22-6 
Sean rank: 11 
Dom rank: 11 

Actually, forget what we said about the Avs. It’s not possible 
to imagine a playoff team with less at stake than the 
Lightning. They’ve transcended the regular season overall — 
and beyond that, they’re locked into a matchup against the 
Leafs. Figure out how to most effectively incorporate Tanner 

Jeannot into the mix, avoid injury and prep for the premiere 
series of the first round. 

12. Minnesota Wild 

Last Week: 12 
Record: 39-21-8 
Sean rank: 12 
Dom rank: 12 

With a 14-game point streak in their back pocket, suddenly a 
division title is in reach for the Wild. That seemed difficult to 
believe just a month ago, but they’ve been a powerhouse 
defensively. The odds aren’t in the Wild’s favor with the 
Avalanche breathing down their necks and Dallas playing 
strong hockey — but the opportunity is there. Whether they 
can keep this up without Kirill Kaprizov will be the challenge 
though, so just playing for home ice is likely the goal here. 

13. Seattle Kraken 

Last Week: 13 
Record: 38-23-7 
Sean rank: 13 
Dom rank: 13 

Just make the playoffs — that’s the goal. After last season, 
it’s amazing the Kraken are even in this position, but they’ve 
been legitimately good this season. Their odds are strong at 
89 percent, but that’s not a sealed ticket in the West. With 
how Vegas, Los Angeles and Edmonton are playing right 
now it would be difficult to ask for much more than a place at 
the 16-seat table in April. 

14. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Last Week: 15 
Record: 34-24-10 
Sean rank: 14 
Dom rank: 14 

Disastrous as the Penguins’ trade deadline was, they still 
should make the playoffs. Ideally for them, Tristan Jarry 
would string together enough good games down the stretch 
to make a long series against Boston or Carolina feel … 
realistic, let’s say. Rusty or not, the break-even Goals Saved 
Above Expected he’s posted so far this season will not be 
good enough, and that number has dropped precipitously of 
late. He’s been bad, and Casey DeSmith — strong recent 
play aside — doesn’t have the juice necessary to vault 
Pittsburgh past an elite team. 

15. New York Islanders 

Last Week: 14 
Record: 35-27-8 
Sean rank: 15 
Dom rank: 16 

They’re one of the handful of teams still fighting for a playoff 
spot and the race in the East is actually pretty juicy. The 
Panthers and Islanders are both right around 50 percent and 
the race could come down to the wire. The Islanders are in 
the driver’s seat right now with a .557 points percentage, but 
will likely need to ramp that up down the stretch to keep the 
Panthers at bay. Even though they’ve been great without 
him, doing that without Mathew Barzal won’t be easy. 
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16. Florida Panthers 

Last Week: 17 
Record: 34-27-7 
Sean rank: 16 
Dom rank: 15 

A playoff spot is now in coin-flip territory for the Panthers, 
and they should try their damndest for a couple reasons. 
They’re close enough to Pittsburgh and the Islanders, and 
talented enough, to pull it off. Beyond that, they have 
absolutely no incentive to miss out. Sending a lottery pick to 
the Canadiens for a couple months of Ben Chiarot, even one 
that had no shot at landing Connor Bedard, would be 
psychologically brutal. 

17. Winnipeg Jets 

Last Week: 16 
Record: 38-28-3 
Sean rank: 17 
Dom rank: 17 

We’ve come a long, long way since friend of the rankings 
Murat Ates waxed poetic about how good the Jets are and 
many Jets fans complained that The Rankings Boys weren’t 
doing the team justice. It was around that time that the Jets 
inched towards a 90 percent chance at the playoffs, but the 
Jets have gone 20-21-2 (!) since. Now, that spot is a bit more 
precarious. The Jets were at 69 percent before losing to 
Boston Thursday night (with Calgary beating Vegas not 
helping the cause). They’re no playoff lock and will spend the 
next month fighting for a spot. Two games against Nashville 
and one against Calgary loom large. 

18. Nashville Predators 

Last Week: 20 
Record: 34-25-7 
Sean rank: 20 
Dom rank: 19 

The Predators were making an improbable push for a playoff 
spot with a 7-2-1 run heading into Thursday night — and 
then they lost to the Blackhawks. Ouch. It’s difficult to believe 
they can make it with what’s left on the roster, but belief in 
the room can go a long way. At the very least, they’re playing 
for something, unlike the next several teams on the list. 

19. Calgary Flames 

Last Week: 18 
Record: 31-24-14 
Sean rank: 19 
Dom rank: 19 

Technically they’re playing for a playoff spot. Technically. 
The Flames are “playing” for a playoff spot in the sense that 
they’re 8-8-5 since The Pelletier Incident. At the very least, 
it’s clear they’re not playing for Darryl Sutter. 

Maybe they still make it — the Flames do have a soft 
schedule — but they’ve dug a pretty big hole that will be 
difficult to get out of. Their odds sat at 17 percent before last 
night’s game against Vegas. 

20. Washington Capitals 

Last Week: 23 
Record: 33-29-7 
Sean rank: 20 
Dom rank: 21 

They can still hope for a playoff spot, actually. The probability 
is still in the single-digits, but they’ve hung around to grind 
out 11 out of a possible 18 points after their six-game skid, 
and they did enough future-focused work at the deadline to 
check that box. So sure, go ahead and hope for something 
wild to happen. That’d be more fun than picking 14th overall, 
or whatever. 

21. Buffalo Sabres 

Last Week: 21 
Record: 33-28-6 
Sean rank: 21 
Dom rank: 20 

The Sabres have mostly fallen out of the playoff race and 
barring a miracle will likely be on the outside looking in when 
all is said and done. Still, this season has been nothing but a 
success for a team few believed in. The fact they still even 
have a shot, as low as it may be, is a testament to that. The 
rest of the season is for the fans who deserve something real 
to cheer for. Maybe it amounts to something and the hope of 
that is enough for a fanbase that has felt hopeless for far too 
long. 

22. Detroit Red Wings 

Last Week: 22 
Record: 30-28-9 
Sean rank: 23 
Dom rank: 22 

Not good enough for the playoffs. Not bad enough for 
Connor Bedard. The Red Wings simply exist in the ugly 
middle realm of sadness. The rest of their schedule is the 
equivalent of 4 p.m. on a Friday. Just get it over with. 

23. Ottawa Senators 

Last Week: 19 
Record: 33-31-4 
Sean rank: 22 
Dom rank: 23 

This stretch of the schedule was always going to be grim for 
the Senators. Realistically, if they can navigate it without 
dropping far enough into the lottery to send a gift-wrapped, 
prime pick to Arizona, they’ll have done fine. 

24. Vancouver Canucks 

Last Week: 24 
Record: 29-33-5 
Sean rank: 24 
Dom rank: 24 

What are the Canucks playing for? Nothing that makes any 
sense to even the casual hockey fan. The goal is to keep 
winning in order to further satiate ownership belief that this is 
a competitive team, wrongly increasing expectations for next 
season while decreasing their lottery chances this season — 
all to continue a never-ending cycle of mediocrity. Cool! 
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25. St. Louis Blues 

Last Week: 25 
Record: 29-33-5 
Sean rank: 25 
Dom rank: 25 

“It’ll be good. He always wants to fight somebody, ya know?” 

That was a mic-d up Marc-Andre Fleury on Wednesday night 
trying to fight Jordan Binnington and it’s the closest the Blues 
netminder has gotten to receiving a years-long wish for a 
scrap. The Blues aren’t playing for anything, but if we’re 
tuning in at all (unlikely) it’s specifically to see someone 
finally fight Binnington. 

26. Arizona Coyotes 

Last Week: 28 
Record: 26-32-11 
Sean rank: 26 
Dom rank: 26 

Apparently not Connor Bedard, since they just won five of 
six. 

27. Philadelphia Flyers 

Last Week: 27 
Record: 24-32-11 
Sean rank: 28 
Dom rank: 27 

Connor Bedard — and they’re doing a fantastic job with a 4-
12-4 skid in their last 20. 

28. Montreal Canadiens 

Last Week: 26 
Record: 27-36-6 
Sean rank: 27 
Dom rank: 28 

Connor Bedard — and they’re making a solid late push into 
the top/bottom five, when the odds really start to get 
good/bad. 

29. Anaheim Ducks 

Last Week: 29 
Record: 22-36-10 
Sean rank: 29 
Dom rank: 29 

Connor Bedard — and they’ve got a big showdown coming 
up Friday night against the heavyweight Blue Jackets in the 
tank division. 

30. Chicago Blackhawks 

Last Week: 30 
Record: 24-38-6 
Sean rank: 30 
Dom rank: 30 

Connor Bedard — and they’re absolutely blowing it with 
back-to-back wins, including one against the historically 
great Bruins. That’s awful tank awareness. 

31. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Last Week: 32 
Record: 21-39-7 
Sean rank: 31 
Dom rank: 31 

Connor Bedard — and with a loss to the Kings (and Chicago 
winning, again) the Blue Jackets now have the best odds. It’s 
not where Columbus expected to be at the start, but it would 
be a helluva reward for a lost season. 

32. San Jose Sharks 

Last Week: 31 
Record:19-36-14 
Sean rank: 32 
Dom rank: 32 

Connor Bedard — and they’re really starting to pour it on 
losing 12 of their last 14. As far as Bedard landing places go, 
the Sharks have to be up there as one of the better landing 
spots.
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How The Canes Push Forward Without Svechnikov 

"I think as a team, everyone knows we've got to step up and 
[we] can't let it bring us down." 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes were dealt a tough 
blow on January 19 when Max Pacioretty, an off-season 
acquisition brought in to bolster the team's scoring, suffered 
a second torn Achilles tendon in six months. 

Their troubles were doubled on Tuesday when it was 
announced that Andrei Svechnikov would miss the 
remainder of the regular season, plus playoffs, due to an 
ACL injury. 

As a team that's made it clear since the onset of training 
camp that lifting the Stanley Cup was the only acceptable 
goal, the question begs, now what? 

"It's how you respond, right? That's life," Rod Brind'Amour 
said post-game Tuesday, after the team, sans Svechnikov, 
found five goals of offense in a victory over the Winnipeg 
Jets. 

"I know how we're going to respond. We're going to play our 
hardest. We're going to do our best to piece it together. 
Everyone has to step up. We gave up 23 shots and that's 
pretty impressive against a really good team. That's pretty 
much how we're going to have to do it." 

Therein perhaps lies the most important detail in answering 
the question of how the Canes move on without one of their 
top goal-scorers. 

The basis of the Canes' gameplan since Rod Brind'Amour 
took over as head coach in 2018 has always been team 
defense first. 

As he addressed post-game Tuesday, the group allowed just 
23 shots to a Winnipeg club that came into the evening 
averaging 30.3 shots per night. And although the Jets 
themselves are not known as a high-profile offense in the 
league, Carolina has shown many times this season that it's 
their ability to hold their opponents to a league-low average 
of 25.7 shots per night that often carries them to victory. The 
limiting of chances for their opponents has led to the puck 
staying out of their net, as only the Boston Bruins (145) have 
allowed fewer goals than the Canes (166) this season. 

So, how much offense exactly do the Canes need? 

While Svechnikov's 19 goals in 36 games to start the season 
undoubtedly played an integral role in the team's early 

success and his achieving of All-Star status for the first time 
in his career, the team has not relied solely on him to win 
games. In fact, the team earned at least one point in 34 out 
of 46 games when he had not registered a goal. 

But maybe the more eye-opening statistic is that the Canes 
are 39-4-4 when scoring three or more goals this season. 

Yes, 39-4-4. 

How do the Canes find three (or more) goals without 
Svechnikov? 

"Everyone has to step up now and do a little bit more," Brady 
Skjei offered. "Not change their game, just give a little bit 
extra." 

Skjei played his part in the offense on Tuesday, furthering his 
single-season career-high to 13 goals. His 13 tallies are a 
part of the 44 goals that the blue line has produced this 
season, topping all NHL defenses. The unit continuing that 
pace could be one area that fills the void in Svechnikov's 
absence. 

Up front, Jack Drury could be in line to add more offense to 
the group after Svechnikov's injury allowed the team to recall 
the 2018 second-round selection from Chicago (AHL). 

Also scoring Tuesday, the 22-year-old is hoping to fulfill both 
a personal goal by having a stronger showing, points-wise, 
than his first 21-game stint with the team this season, and 
help the greater cause at the same time. 

"I think as a team, everyone knows we've got to step up and 
[we] can't let it bring us down," Jack Drury offered of 
Svechnikov's loss and the mentality of the group moving 
forward. 

While Drury's tally earlier in the week was his first of the 
season, his additions will only add to the needed 'by 
committee' approach. Through 66 games the Canes have 11 
players with double-digit goals already this season, making 
the Seattle Kraken (13) the only team in the NHL to have 
more. 

"Obviously we're shorthanded here upfront, so other guys 
really - it's not that you have to be that much better - you just 
have to be really good. Everyone," Brind'Amour added. 

Svechnikov underwent surgery on Thursday morning and the 
Canes will try to earn a few more wins without him as they 
take on Toronto Friday at 7 p.m., and then Philadelphia on 
Saturday at 5 p.m.
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Preview: March 17 at Toronto 

Canes open a back-to-back on the road against the Maple 
Leafs 

By Walt Ruff 

TORONTO, ON. - The Carolina Hurricanes are celebrating 
St. Patrick's Day north of the border, meeting the Toronto 
Maple Leafs for the first of two times in nine days. 

When: Friday, March 17 

Puck Drop: 7 p.m. ET 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports + 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 44-14-8 (96 Points, 1st, Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 5-3 Win over the Winnipeg Jets on 
Tuesday, March 14 

Maple Leafs Record: 40-18-9 (89 Points, 2nd, Atlantic 
Division) 

Maple Leafs Last Game: 2-1 Loss (SO) to the Colorado 
Avalanche on Wednesday, March 15 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS THIS SEASON 

 Sunday, November 6: The Leafs scored three times 
in the final 21:30 to take a 3-1 victory over the 
Canes. 

NEWS & NOTES 

Last Time Out: Despite an afternoon announcement that 
they'd be without forward Andrei Svechnikov for the 
remainder of the regular season, plus playoffs, the Canes 
came out with their best foot forward against the Winnipeg 
Jets on Tuesday. Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Brady Skjei led the 
way with multiple points each, and Frederik Andersen earned 
the win, stopping 21 out of 24. 

In Net: Should the Canes stick to their every-other-game 
rotation between Pyotr Kochetkov and Frederik Andersen, 
Kochetkov would be in line to start this evening. However, 
when Rod Brind'Amour was asked on Thursday about how 
he'll handle his goaltenders in this back-to-back situation, he 
insinuated that he would consider going with Andersen 
against his former club. Kochetkov received no goal support 
Sunday in New Jersey, taking a 3-0 loss in his most recent 
start. 

Speaking Of: Who starts for the Canes won't be known until 
at least 4:45 p.m. ET. Rod Brind'Amour's club will not hold a 
morning skate to start the day. 

Jack's Back With Authority: Andrei Svechnikov's injury 
allowed the Canes to recall forward Jack Drury from Chicago 
(AHL) and the 2018 second-round pick made an immediate 
impact on Tuesday with a third period goal. Centering a line 
of Derek Stepan and Stefan Noesen, Drury played 21 games 
with Carolina earlier in the season, before returning to the 
American Hockey League, where he produced 22 points in 
29 games. 

Chatfield Maybe Ready To Go: After suffering an upper-body 
injury last Tuesday in Montreal, defenseman Jalen Chatfield 
could be back in the lineup as soon as tonight. Calvin de 
Haan and Dylan Coghlan have filled in next to Shayne 
Gostisbehere in his absence, but Chatfield was in a standard 
practice jersey Thursday, shedding the yellow no-contact 
sweater that he had been working in. Missing four games, 
the stretch has been the first time all season that #5 has not 
been in the lineup. 

Get On Them Early: The Canes have scored first in a 
league-leading 42 games this season. They're 34-4-4 when 
they score first, tied with the Bruins for the most wins in the 
NHL when striking first. 

The Impact Of A Ghost: Since Shayne Gostisbehere made 
his team debut on Friday, March 3, the Canes power play is 
8/20. 

Even Better On The Kill: Tim Gleason's penalty kill has now 
gone 12 consecutive games without allowing a power play 
goal. The team's current run over that time is 28/28, just one 
game shy of the franchise's longest consecutive record. 

On The Other Side: Armed with a top-heavy offense, the 
Maple Leafs have also been very good on home ice this 
year. Their 24 wins in 36 games at Scotiabank Arena are tied 
with both the Canes and Lightning for the most at home thus 
far this season. Mitch Marner's 87 points rank tied for fifth 
among all skaters in the NHL, and he is one of four players 
that the roster touts who are averaging a point per game (or 
just about). Toronto is not just an offense-based club though, 
they allow just 28.9 shots per night, third in the Eastern 
Conference behind only the Canes and Devils. 

INJURY UPDATES 

Injuries are listed below in chronological order. 

 Forward Ondrej Kase has been in concussion 
protocol since October 13. Don Waddell said on 
March 3 that the team is not planning on him 
returning this season. 

 Forward Max Pacioretty tore his Achilles tendon for 
the second time in six months on January 19. 

 Defenseman Jalen Chatfield suffered an upper-
body injury on March 7. He practiced with the team 
Thursday in a regular sweater and Rod Brind'Amour 
said he hopes Chatfield is good to go at some point 
during this current back-to-back trip. 

 Goaltender Antti Raanta suffered a lower-body 
injury on March 7. On March 17 Rod Brind'Amour 
said there was no update on his injury. 

 All-Star forward Andrei Svechnikov is out 
indefinitely due to a knee injury suffered March 11 
versus Vegas. The team announced on March 14 
that he will miss the remainder of the season, plus 
playoffs, due to an ACL injury. 
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ADDITIONAL GAME INFORMATION 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes will be wearing their 
black sweaters because Toronto is wearing their white and 
green St. Pats jerseys. 

AFTER THE FINAL HORN 

The Canes will travel to the City of Brotherly Love 
immediately post-game and take on the Flyers Saturday at 5 
p.m. The game is an ESPN+/Hulu broadcast special.

 

 

 

Hurricanes-Maple Leafs, Oilers-Kraken highlight weekend schedule 

NHL Network, ESPN analyst Weekes picks games to watch 

By Kevin Weekes 

Each Friday, NHL Network and ESPN analyst Kevin Weekes 
will provide readers with three games he is looking forward to 
that weekend: 

Carolina Hurricanes at Toronto Maple Leafs (Friday, 7 p.m. 
ET; NHLN, TVAS, TSN4, BSSO, SN NOW) 

The Hurricanes (44-14-8) have big holes to fill because of 
season-ending injuries to forwards Andrei Svechnikov and 
Max Pacioretty. And they didn't add any scorers prior to the 
NHL Trade Deadline. They are a very well-balanced team 
and have three goalies capable of playing on any night 
(Frederik Andersen, Antti Raanta, Pyotr Kochetkov). They're 
also among the NHL leaders in goals from defenseman with 
44. Carolina plays a very up-tempo game, so I'm curious to 
see how that works against the Maple Leafs. 

Toronto (40-18-9) has three players -- forwards William 
Nylander (35), Auston Matthews (31), and John Tavares (30) 
-- with at least 30 goals this season and two others with at 
least 20 in forwards Mitchell Marner (24) and Michael 
Bunting (20). Their trade deadline acquisitions have all made 
an impact, even though it's tough being without forward Ryan 
O'Reilly because of injury. But defenseman Jake McCabe 
and forwards Noel Acciari and Sam Lafferty have made an 
impact and the Maple Leafs also added depth on the blue 
line with Luke Schenn and Erik Gustafsson. 

Edmonton Oilers at Seattle Kraken (Saturday, 4 p.m. ET; 
SN, SN1, ROOT-NW, ESPN+) 

This is a battle for third place in the Pacific Division with the 
Oilers holding a one-point lead over the Kraken, who have a 
game in hand on Edmonton and hold the first wild card into 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs from the Western Conference.  

The Oilers (38-23-9) are coming off a 4-1 win against the 
Dallas Stars on Thursday. Goalie Stuart Skinner looks like he 
is locking it down coming down the stretch. He entered the 
year as the backup but has played better than Jack 
Campbell. Forwards Connor McDavid (131 points) and Leon 
Draisaitl (101 points) are the top two NHL point-scorers in 

the NHL but don't sleep on forwards Ryan Nugent-Hopkins 
(83 points) and Zach Hyman (72 points). And defenseman 
Mattias Ekholm, who the Oilers added prior to the deadline, 
has been a great addition on the back end. 

The Kraken (38-23-7) play a team game. They don't have 
any game-breakers but lead the League with 13 players with 
at least 10 goals and only one player with at least 20 (Jared 
McCann, 33). Matty Beniers leads all NHL rookies with 48 
points and could be in line for the Calder Trophy as the NHL 
rookie of the year. Adam Larsson and Vince Dunn are a 
great defense pair and Dunn has also had his best year 
offensively, with 56 points (13 goals, 43 assists). Seattle is 
only 16-14-4 at home, but a win could put them back in the 
top three in the Pacific Division. 

Washington Capitals at Minnesota Wild (Sunday, 2 p.m. ET; 
NHLN, BSN, BSWIX, NBCSWA, SN NOW) 

The Capitals (33-29-7) need all the points they can get. 
They're five points behind the New York Islanders for the 
second wild card in the East, with a game in hand, but time is 
running out. Getting Alex Ovechkin back from injury for their 
last game helped -- he had a goal and an assist in a 5-4 
comeback win against the Buffalo Sabres on Wednesday. 
Dylan Strome has been a nice addition this offseason (he's 
one point shy of his NHL career-high of 51). The Capitals 
traded away pieces prior to the deadline (forwards Lars Eller 
and Garnet Hathaway and defenseman Dmitri Orlov) and are 
without defenseman John Carlson because of injury, so it is 
somewhat surprising to see them competing for a playoff 
spot. 

The Wild (39-21-8) are on a franchise-best 14 game point 
streak (11-0-3) and enter Friday one point behind the Dallas 
Stars for first in the Central Division. And they've done part of 
this without forward Kirill Kaprizov, their leading scorer and 
one of the most dynamic players in the NHL, who is out 3-4 
weeks with a lower-body injury. The goaltending tandem of 
Marc-Andre Fleury and Filip Gustavsson has been great of 
late. The big thing for me is that they've been playing much 
better defensively, which is why they are where they are in 
the standings.
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NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, players under most pressure 

By Ryan S. Clark 

Playoff races are getting tighter. So is the race for teams that 
are jockeying for position ahead of the NHL draft lottery. 
Because this is what happens when the NHL is in the midst 
of its final full month of the season. 

Don't forget the players. There are a number of them who 
are also going to be under watch for one reason or another -- 
either in those playoff races or as they approach free 
agency. That's why for this week's edition of NHL Power 
Rankings, we have identified the players who are under the 
most pressure as the regular season draws to a close. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the most 
recent edition, published March 10. Points percentages are 
through Thursday's games. 

1. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 79.85% 
Next seven days: @ MIN (March 18), @ BUF (March 19), vs. 
OTT (March 21), vs. MTL (March 23) 

Can the whole team be the answer? And that's a serious 
question. Are the Bruins really about to go wire-to-wire and 
win it all? What they've done places them in the discussion 
to be one of the all-time great regular-season teams that can 
be an all-time great team should it win a championship. Of 
course, there is that caveat about how the past nine 
Presidents' Trophy recipients haven't won the Stanley Cup. 
The Bruins know this because it has happened to them twice 
since the 2013-14 season. Plus, we just saw it recently in 
2018-19, when the 128-point Lightning were eliminated in the 
first round. Is this the team that becomes the next Icarus or 
does it torch everything and everyone in its path? 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 72.73% 
Next seven days: @ TOR (March 17), @ PHI (March 18), @ 
NYR (March 21), vs. NYR (March 23) 

Jesse Puljujarvi has a rather strong case. The Hurricanes 
were already without Max Pacioretty for the rest of the 
season and announced earlier this week Andrei Svechnikov 
would also miss the rest of the season with a torn ACL. 
Losing two top-six forwards within months is a serious blow 
to any team, let alone one challenging for the Stanley Cup. 
It's not to suggest Puljujarvi can be the quick fix. But any 
offensive contributions he could provide would be welcomed. 

3. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 69.85% 
Next seven days: @ FLA (March 18), @ TB (March 19), vs. 
MIN (March 21) 

There are a few options here, starting with Timo Meier. The 
Devils parted with quite a bit to get him, with the idea that the 
pending RFA can help them in the interim and possibly in the 
future. But there's also this prospect named Luke Hughes, 
who potentially gives the Devils another puck-moving option 
the second he leaves the University of Michigan. It could also 
be pending RFA Jesper Bratt, who has a chance for what 
would be his first 30-goal campaign. 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 66.42% 
Next seven days: vs. CAR (March 17), @ OTT (March 18), 
@ NYI (March 21), @ FLA (March 23) 

Matt Murray's reintroduction into the Leafs' lineup after 
missing more than a month with injury has had a rocky start. 
He has allowed more than four goals per game over his first 
three outings, two of which were Leafs losses. While the 
Leafs are playing for seeding at this point, Murray gaining 
consistency could be vital to his team's playoff chances. He 
has two Stanley Cups and more than 50 games of 
postseason experience, whereas Ilya Samsonov has one 
playoff win in eight games. 

5. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 65.22% 
Next seven days: vs. CBJ (March 19), @ VAN (March 21), 
@ CGY (March 23) 

By scoring four goals and eight points in his first nine games, 
Ivan Barbashev has helped the Golden Knights find a 
temporary solution to the hole left by captain Mark Stone. 
Losing Stone left the Golden Knights without one of the 
premier two-way forwards in the league. It appears 
Barbashev, a pending UFA, could be the one who bridges 
that gap. And if so, it is going to make his offseason a rather 
interesting one. 

6. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 64.49% 
Next seven days: vs. VAN (March 18), vs. CGY (March 20) 

The Pheonix Copley-Joonas Korpisalo tandem has had only 
six games together. But the Kings have won five of those 
games, with the one loss coming in overtime. It might be a 
small sample size, but it's one that has allowed the Kings to 
enter the Ides of March with seven wins in their past 10 
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games and to move within three points of the Golden Knights 
for the conference and division lead. 

7. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 63.04% 
Next seven days: @ CGY (March 18), vs. SEA (March 21), 
vs. PIT (March 23) 

Prior to Max Domi's arrival, the Stars had six players account 
for 67% of their goals. Domi gives them another top-nine 
forward who can not only score but can also create for 
others. They're far more prolific than they were last season, 
when they scored the fewest regular-season goals by a 
playoff team. But they also know the value of getting 
contributions from as many sources as possible. 

8. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 64.71% 
Next seven days: vs. PIT (March 18), vs. NSH (March 19), 
vs. CAR (March 21), @ CAR (March 23) 

Is it Patrick Kane? Is it Vladimir Tarasenko? Let's go with 
both. The Rangers were already a Stanley Cup contender 
before adding two top-six wingers with four titles between 
them to create the sort of lineup that should make them one 
of the most formidable teams in the entire NHL. The 
Rangers' additions of Kane and Tarasenko amplify the 
expectation the East is going to be a gauntlet for the team 
that makes it to the Stanley Cup Final. 

9. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 63.77% 
Next seven days: vs. MTL (March 18), vs. NJ (March 19), @ 
MTL (March 21), @ OTT (March 23) 

This one has less to do with pressure, and more to do with 
circumstances. What Alex Killorn has done this season 
reinforces why he is important to the Lightning's lineup, and 
how their ability to draft and develop beyond the first round 
remains a staple of their overall success. He's having his 
strongest offensive campaign and has a chance to set a new 
career high in points. But ... he's also a pending unrestricted 
free agent on a team that is slated to have $2.4 million in cap 
space ahead of next season. 

10. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 63.24% 
Next seven days: vs. BOS (March 18), vs. WSH (March 19), 
@ NJ (March 21), @ PHI (March 23) 

Some wondered how the Wild would score goals without star 
forward Kirill Kaprizov. They've answered that by averaging 
5.67 goals in their first three games without him. Even if it is 
just three games, it's proof the Wild are capable of scoring 
more. If they can remain at anything close to that level of 
proficiency once Kaprizov returns, and possibly add Gustav 
Nyquist too? That could change the expectations for a roster 
that currently has the fewest goals of a Western Conference 
team in a playoff spot. 

11. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 62.69% 
Next seven days: @ DET (March 18), vs. CHI (March 20), 
vs. PIT (March 22) 

Bowen Byram is healthy, and that fact alone is massive 
considering the Avalanche's season has been shaped by 
injuries. The Avs have seen Byram tap into his promise to be 
a minutes-eating defenseman who can facilitate possession 
and be trusted in a number of areas. What Byram does over 
the final month will play a role in where the Avs are seeded. 
It could also play a part in them repeating as Stanley Cup 
champs. But as for how much it could cost them to retain the 
pending RFA? That's one of the many questions the Avs will 
need to answer this offseason. 

12. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 60.87% 
Next seven days: @ SEA (March 18), vs. SJ (March 20), vs. 
ARI (March 22) 

Evan Bouchard is quarterbacking the most dangerous 
power-play unit in the league, while also operating as a top-
four defenseman. Up until now, it hasn't been the season 
most were expecting given Bouchard is averaging 0.40 
points, compared to 2021-22 when he averaged 0.53 points. 
But it's possible a new role leads to Bouchard finding 
continuity in his game and perhaps impacts his upcoming 
contract talks as a pending RFA. 

13. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 61.03% 
Next seven days: vs. EDM (March 18), @ DAL (March 21), 
@ NSH (March 23) 

Philipp Grubauer opened March with four straight wins. Even 
though he has lost his past two starts, this has been one of 
his strongest months in an up-and-down season. Grubauer's 
consistency is crucial, given that the Kraken are trying to 
secure a playoff spot at a time in which goaltending is at the 
forefront. Martin Jones has lost six of his past eight starts 
while Chris Driedger continues to rehabilitate from a torn 
ACL he sustained last season. If Grubauer can offer 
continuity, it could provide the Kraken with the sort of 
balance that makes the already daunting task of getting into 
the playoffs more manageable. 

14. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 57.35% 
Next seven days: @ NYR (March 18), vs. OTT (March 20), 
@ COL (March 22), @ DAL (March 23) 

Tristan Jarry's latest performance saw him allow four goals in 
the first period, continuing a tough March. Jarry has a 4.73 
goals-against average and a .832 save percentage in his first 
five games this month. In fact, he's allowed four goals in four 
of his past five games. The Penguins have still won seven of 
their past 10, but getting a consistent Jarry will help them 
retain their grip on the first wild-card spot. 
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15. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 57.25% 
Next seven days: @ NSH (March 18), @ STL (March 19), 
vs. ARI (March 21), @ ANA (March 23) 

It's not just one player under pressure with the Jets. They've 
seen deadline acquisitions such as Vladislav Namestnikov 
and Nino Niederreiter make instant impacts. But the Jets 
have also seen themselves slip down the standings. As of 
March 15, they had won three of their past 10 games, and 
occupied the final Western wild-card spot. Sure, they could 
still be in the hunt for one of the three Central Division spots. 
But the surging Predators are within four points of them and 
have played three fewer games. 

16. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 55.71% 
Next seven days: @ SJ (March 18), vs. TOR (March 21) 

Bo Horvat is the clear answer -- whether or not he scores. 
The Islanders are 23rd in scoring, averaging 2.91 goals per 
game. It's part of why they traded for Horvat, who was on 
pace for a 50-goal season when he arrived. He had three 
goals and five points in his first five games. But he has had 
only one point -- an assist -- in his past seven games. And 
even though the Isles have won six of their past 10, they are 
still trying to hold off a handful of teams for the final wild-card 
spot. 

17. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: 56.82% 
Next seven days: vs. WPG (March 18), @ NYR (March 19), 
@ BUF (March 21), vs. SEA (March 23) 

The Preds are staying in the playoff race with Filip Forsberg 
on injured reserve while Ryan Johansen is out for at least 
nine more weeks. They also traded Tanner Jeannot, Mattias 
Ekholm, Mikael Granlund and Nino Niederreiter. How are 
they still in the mix? Juuse Saros has developed the 
reputation of being a goalie who can keep teams in games, 
and he's done just that. He'll be critical to their final spot in 
the standings. 

18. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 55.15% 
Next seven days: vs. NJ (March 18), @ DET (March 20), @ 
PHI (March 21), vs. TOR (March 23) 

Cap complications made it practically impossible for the 
Panthers to make a move at the trade deadline. It's what 
makes Anthony Duclair coming back from offseason surgery 
in late February so important -- Duclair opened with three 
points in his first six games. His continued contributions will 
aid in their quest to land one of the East's wild cards. 

19. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 55.07% 

Next seven days: vs. DAL (March 18), @ LA (March 20), @ 
ANA (March 21), vs. VGK (March 23) 

This has been Jacob Markstrom's most challenging season 
with the Flames. But what he has done through mid-March is 
have one of his strongest sequences of the campaign. While 
he's 3-3-1 this month as of March 15, Markstrom has a 2.26 
GAA and a .925 save percentage. That's the best GAA and 
save percentage he's had during any month this season -- 
he'll continue to be in the spotlight if the Flames' scoring 
woes persist. 

20. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 52.90% 
Next seven days: vs. STL (March 17), @ MIN (March 19), vs. 
CBJ (March 21), vs. CHI (March 23) 

Figuring out what the Capitals have with Rasmus Sandin is 
one of the club's biggest questions. He opened his tenure 
with nine points in his first six games, while averaging more 
than 25 minutes of ice time per game since being traded 
from the Maple Leafs. It's possible that Sandin's 
contributions could help the Caps answer another large 
question about their playoff chances, given they are just five 
points out of the final wild-card spot. 

21. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 53.73% 
Next seven days: @ PHI (March 17), vs. BOS (March 19), 
vs. NSH (March 21) 

There may not be one player under the most pressure, but a 
multitude. The Sabres have lost five of their last six games, 
and each defeat hurts their playoff chances. They have 
games in hand on the teams with which they're battling, but 
they need to start winning some of these "extra" games. 

22. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 51.47% 
Next seven days: vs. TOR (March 18), @ PIT (March 20), @ 
BOS (March 21), vs. TB (March 23) 

The Senators are still in play for a wild-card spot, and one 
person who could help get them there is Mads Sogaard. 
Injuries are why Sogaard, who had only two games of NHL 
experience prior to this season, was thrust into the role of 
being a No. 1 goaltender. He started 4-0-1 with a 2.33 GAA 
and a .922 save percentage, only to lose three of his past 
four starts while allowing more than four goals in each 
outing. If he can regain his earlier consistency, the Senators 
could stay in the fight for a postseason berth until the end. 

23. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 51.49% 
Next seven days: vs. COL (March 18), vs. FLA (March 20), 
@ STL (March 21), vs. STL (March 23) 

The Red Wings might have too much to overcome to reach 
the postseason after losing seven of their past 10. If so, the 
focus could be on next season and beyond. Does that mean 
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the Red Wings could call up defenseman Simon Edvinsson? 
The No. 6 pick from the 2021 draft has spent his first North 
American season playing in the AHL, where he has five 
goals and 27 assists through 50 games. 

24. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 47.02% 
Next seven days: @ WSH (March 17), vs. WPG (March 19), 
vs. DET (March 21), @ DET (March 23) 

How do forwards Kasperi Kapanen and Jakub Vrana fit into 
the Blues' plans going forward? Kapanen was claimed off 
waivers and has scored two goals and three points in eight 
games. As for Vrana, who arrived in a trade, he has four 
goals in his first five games with the Blues. 

25. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 47.01% 
Next seven days: @ LA (March 18), @ ANA (March 19), vs. 
VGK (March 21), vs. SJ (March 23) 

The Canucks are tied for the eighth-fewest points in the NHL 
and have been forced to think about their future. Filip Hronek 
appears to be part of that future. He arrived in a trade that 
saw the Canucks get a 25-year-old top-four defenseman at 
the expense of parting with the first-round pick they received 
in the Bo Horvat trade. Now it is a matter of seeing how 
Hronek, who is currently injured, can impact a franchise 
that's aiming for what it hopes can be a better future. 

26. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 45.65% 
Next seven days: vs. CHI (March 18), @ WPG (March 21), 
@ EDM (March 22) 

Can Matias Maccelli catch Matty Beniers in the rookie points 
race? Even though Maccelli missed several games due to 
injuries, he sits 11 points behind Beniers, while the Ducks' 
Mason McTavish is between them. Maccelli has six points in 
his past seven games, and the idea he could overtake 
Beniers is not too far-fetched. 

27. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 43.48% 
Next seven days: @ TB (March 18), vs. TB (March 21), @ 
BOS (March 23) 

Denis Gurianov already has four goals and five points in nine 
games with the Canadiens since coming over in a trade with 
the Stars. It's a contrast to the two goals and nine points he 
had with the Stars over 43 games. What happens going 
forward could get interesting considering that the 25-year-old 
Gurianov is a pending RFA. 

28. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 44.03% 

Next seven days: vs. BUF (March 17), vs. CAR (March 18), 
vs. FLA (March 21), vs. MIN (March 23) 

What becomes of James van Riemsdyk in the offseason? He 
was rather open prior to the trade deadline about how he 
likes the coaching staff and the growth the Flyers have 
shown this season. Could he remain with the Flyers going 
into next season, or does he sign with a team closer to Cup 
contention? 

29. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 39.71% 
Next seven days: @ ARI (March 18), @ COL (March 20), @ 
WSH (March 23) 

The trade deadline lends itself to presenting opportunities to 
players who did not get a ton of minutes in one place but 
stand to get playing time elsewhere. Could that be the case 
for Joey Anderson? He's already averaging nearly two full 
minutes more per game with the Blackhawks compared to 
earlier this season with the Maple Leafs. The extra time has 
contributed to him scoring four points in his first nine games. 

30. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 39.71% 
Next seven days: vs. CBJ (March 17), vs. VAN (March 19), 
vs. CGY (March 21), vs. WPG (March 23) 

All Troy Terry did this season was reinforce what he did last 
season, when he broke out to amass 67 points. Terry is on 
pace for another 60-point season despite missing seven 
games. So how much is all that worth to the Ducks and for 
how many years, considering Terry is a pending RFA who is 
central to their youth movement? 

31. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 37.68% 
Next seven days: vs. NYI (March 18), @ EDM (March 20), @ 
VAN (March 23) 

Erik Karlsson's renaissance campaign has led to a number 
of questions. One of them being: Does he break the 100-
point mark? He'd be the first defenseman to do so since 
Brian Leetch in 1991-92. Then, there's this one: Even though 
he's on a lottery team, has Karlsson done enough to become 
a three-time Norris Trophy winner? 

32. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 36.57% 
Next seven days: @ ANA (March 17), @ VGK (March 19), @ 
WSH (March 21) 

Moving on from Joonas Korpisalo opened the door for the 
Blue Jackets to further evaluate what they have with Daniil 
Tarasov. He's under contract for two more seasons after this 
one and could use the remainder of the year to give the Blue 
Jackets a stronger feel for what a tandem featuring Elvis 
Merzlikins and Tarasov could look like going forward.
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Carolina Hurricanes at Toronto Maple Leafs: Game Preview 

The Hurricanes look to turn Toronto red instead of green on 
St. Patrick’s Day 

By Cody Hagan  

Carolina Hurricanes (43-14-8) at Toronto Maple Leafs (40-
18-9) 

2022-23 Regular Season — Game 6 

Friday, March 17, 2023 — 7:00 pm ET 

Scotiabank Arena — Toronto, Ontario 

Watch: Bally Sports South 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 

Facebook Canes Country 

Instagram @canescountrypix 

One of the most difficult stretches of the entire season 
begins tonight for the Carolina Hurricanes as they head north 
of the border to take on the Toronto Maple Leafs. 22 hours 
after this game, the Canes will play in Philadelphia before 
going to New York to start a home-and-home with the 
Rangers. Following that, they get these very same Maple 
Leafs at home, then Boston, Tampa, and then back on the 
road to Detroit to finish out March. 

While April looks easier on paper, Carolina has to survive 
and get to the start of the new month first, all while trying to 
adjust to life without Andrei Svechnikov.  

But as Rod Brind’Amour would say, one game at a time and 
that starts tonight in Toronto against a very good Maple Leaf 
team. Toronto has four guys who would lead the Canes in 

scoring topped by Mitch Marner who has 86 points in 67 
games played. The Leafs have been particularly dangerous 
at home only losing seven times in regulation inside 
Scotiabank Arena.  

For Carolina, they will hope to build off their win on Tuesday 
night against Winnipeg which snapped a three game stretch 
where they looked very subpar and included being shutout 
twice. The matchup to watch will be on special teams as 
Toronto has the third best powerplay in the NHL whereas 
Carolina has the second best penalty kill unit.  

Game Notes 

 Toronto has won three consecutive games against 
Carolina including a 3-1 victory inside PNC Arena 
on November 6th.  

 Mitch Marner leads Toronto in assists with 62 which 
is 23 more than Carolina’s leader Brent Burns who 
has 39.  

 Carolina has not allowed a power play goal in 12 
straight contests which is one game shy of the 
franchise record.  

 This is the second straight year where Carolina and 
Toronto have faced off on St. Patrick’s Day. Toronto 
won 3-2 in Toronto last year.  

 Brind’Amour stated after practice on Thursday that 
Jalen Chatfield will hopefully play in one of these 
back-to-back games. Jordan Martinook, who took a 
gnarly collision on Tuesday and then missed the 
Canes Corner event on Wednesday, is expected to 
play.

  

  

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://theathletic.com/4315067/2023/03/17/sebastian-aho-carolina-hurricanes/ 
https://theathletic.com/4319053/2023/03/17/nhl-power-rankings-17/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/how-the-canes-push-forward-without-svechnikov/c-342270844 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-march-17-at-toronto/c-342311070 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-toronto-edmonton-seattle-highlight-weekend-schedule-for-march-17-19/c-342354386 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/35873787/nhl-power-rankings-1-32-poll-players-most-pressure 

https://www.canescountry.com/2023/3/17/23644283/carolina-hurricanes-at-toronto-maple-leafs-game-preview-storm-advisory-st-patricks-day-
scotiabank 
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Hurricanes’ Jesperi Kotkaniemi grows into important role: ‘We know what 
we have here’ 

 

Chip Alexander 

8-10 minutes 16/03/2023 

 

Morrisville 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi is like a lot of his Carolina Hurricanes teammates this 
time of the season. 

There are still games to be played. There’s a division title to be won. You 
need to be productive, earn your salary, be a good pro, all that. 

But it’s hard not thinking ahead to the Stanley Cup playoffs and the 
possibilities for this Hurricanes team. 

“I think we can be No. 1, for sure,” Kotkaniemi said. “We’ve got all the 
keys for that. We’ve got really good four lines rolling, solid six D’s and 
great goalies. I don’t think there’s a bad part to our game.” 

That was said after a Canes practice last week. It was said before 
forward Andrei Svechnikov was lost to a season-ending knee injury. 

Can the Canes still be No. 1? That remains to be seen. Svechnikov will 
be missed, but Kotkaniemi said “winning for Svechy” now is a big part of 
the team’s motivation. 

“We’re going to play for him,” Kotkaniemi said Tuesday, after sparking a 
5-3 win over the Winnipeg Jets with two goals and an assist. “He’s the 
heart and soul of this team.” 

Mar 14, 2023; Raleigh, North Carolina, USA; Carolina Hurricanes center 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi (82) celebrates his goal against the Winnipeg Jets 
during the second period at PNC Arena. Mandatory Credit: James 
Guillory-USA TODAY Sports 

Mar 14, 2023; Raleigh, North Carolina, USA; Carolina Hurricanes center 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi (82) celebrates his goal against the Winnipeg Jets 
during the second period at PNC Arena. Mandatory Credit: James 
Guillory-USA TODAY Sports James Guillory USA TODAY NETWORK 

In the weeks leading up to the NHL trade deadline, some of the social-
media banter centered on whether the Canes should go out and find a 
second-line center. Sebastian Aho anchors the top line and Jordan Staal 
centers the Canes’ checking line, but what about the second line? 

Kotkaniemi, the second-line center, heard all that. And when the deadline 
passed March 3 and the Canes made no such deals, he heard Don 
Waddell, the team’s president and general manager, say he was pleased 
with Kotkaniemi’s progress and confident he could handle it, in the 
regular season and the playoffs. 

“It feels great I get trust from there (management),” Kotkaniemi said. “It’s 
a big role to fill but I think I’m ready for it. 

“It’s been feeling good the last little while. I feel like all the lines are 
clicking pretty good for us, and we’re winning games and not giving up 
much to the other team. So I think it has been good.” 

Two days after the deadline, Kotkanimei and the Canes returned to PNC 
Arena from a two-game road trip and he had one of the best games of 
his NHL career with a goal and four assists. The five-point game — he 
topped his career high in assists — easily made him the game’s first star 
as the Hurricanes smacked the Lightning 6-0. 

Two nights later, Kotkaniemi was smiling — the 22-year-old Finn does a 
lot of that — just as broadly. 

The Canes were in Montreal and Kotkaniemi again hearing boos at the 
Bell Centre. That never figures to change after the brouhaha over the 
$6.1 million offer sheet the Canes made to Kotkaniemi in August 2021, 
the Canadiens not matching it and Kotkaniemi — the No. 3 overall pick in 
the 2018 NHL draft — suddenly becoming a Hurricane. 

So there he was at the Bell Centre, boos and all, lining up for a shootout 
shot that would beat the Canadiens and complete a Hurricanes 
comeback victory. Kotkaniemi skated in on goalie Jake Allen, slapped his 
stick once on the ice, then zipped a shot that beat Allen high to the 
blocker side to win it. 

Why the stick slap? 

“I felt good at the moment,” he said. “It felt like a good idea to pull that 
out. Happy it worked.” 

Kotkaneimi lifted his right arm in celebration and wagged his index finger 
after the winning shot. 

Was he waving goodbye to Canadiens fans as they hit the exits? 

“No, no, no, that was just a reaction when you score,” he said, smiling 
again. 

Then again, he was the sixth shooter for Carolina in the shootout. Maybe 
he was waving at Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour, then leaving the 
bench, as a reminder that, um, maybe he could be used more in 
shootouts. 

“It could have been, it could have been,” Kotkaniemi joked. 

Carolina Hurricanes’ Jesperi Kotkaniemi (82) moves the puck in the third 
period against Washington’s Trevor Van Riemsdyk (57) during the 
Stadium Series game on Saturday, February 18, 2022 at Carter-Finley 
Stadium in Raleigh, N.C. 

Carolina Hurricanes’ Jesperi Kotkaniemi (82) moves the puck in the third 
period against Washington’s Trevor Van Riemsdyk (57) during the 
Stadium Series game on Saturday, February 18, 2022 at Carter-Finley 
Stadium in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

Kotkaniemi signed an eight-year, $38.56 million contract with the Canes, 
so there should be plenty of time for other chances. And Brind’Amour 
likes what he has seen this season from the 6-foot-2, 200-pound forward, 
whose job has been to replace Vincent Trocheck, a 21-goal scorer last 
year, as the second-line center. 

In 66 games this season, Kotkaniemi has a career-high 14 goals along 
with 19 assists. He has a plus-11 plus/minus rating, has twice scored 
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game-winning goals and won 52.6% of his faceoffs, doing his part to 
keep the Hurricanes in front in the Metropolitan Division. 

“He’s a young kid, and we know what we have here,” Brind’Amour said to 
reporters in Montreal. “It’s going to take a little time and we’ve seen a big 
growth this season already. I think he’s got another level to get to, but 
we’ve got a lot of confidence in him. 

“There’s no more pressure than what he went through here (in Montreal). 
But he’s got good players to play with and it’s about making each other 
better. He’s taken a nice huge step this year.” 

Kotkaniemi, who recently played his 300th NHL game, has been 
centering wingers Teuvo Teravainen and Martin Necas, which offers a 
nice contrast. 

On Teravainen, Kotkanimei said, “Whatever line he goes to, he sees 
guys really well and he’s really productive. He’s responsible in the D-
zone. He has that Finnish mindset that defense comes first.” 

And Necas? Kotkaniemi could only shake his head when asked about 
that Necas speed and stickhandling. 

“He’s flying,” Kotkaniemi said, laughing. “I get behind real easily. It’s hard 
to catch up with him.” 

But Kotkaniemi, who now has been the game’s first star twice since the 
trade deadline, seems to be catching up quite nicely. 

In more than 30 years at The N&O, Chip Alexander has covered the N.C. 
State, UNC, Duke and East Carolina beats, and now is in his 11th 
season on the Carolina Hurricanes beat. Alexander, who has won 
numerous writing awards at the state and national level, covered the 
Hurricanes’ move to North Carolina in 1997 and was a part of The N&O’s 
coverage of the Canes’ 2006 Stanley Cup run. 
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The Leafs have a sleeping-giant feel heading into the post-season. Cue 
the Jaws theme 

 

CATHAL KELLY 

PUBLISHED YESTERDAY 

 

One of the last things the Maple Leafs have yet to check off on their post-
season to-do list is Morgan Rielly. 

The most likeable Leaf is having a weird year. Some people get out of 
bed angry on a Monday. Rielly rolled into the season snakebitten in 
September. 

Were Rielly named Justin Holl instead, enraged fans would be building 
him a custom catapult outside the arena right now. That they aren’t is 
proof that hockey karma is a thing. If you stash away enough goodwill, 
people will pretend you’re doing great when you aren’t. 

Guys who don’t hide when they’ve passed the game-winning goal into 
their own net or outrage the community get a one-season pass. Rielly’s 
such a sweetheart he might get two. 

On Wednesday night, the old Rielly showed up. He had that offensive-
zone giddy up that’s been missing most of the season. In his first shift, he 
put one off the crossbar. A couple of minutes later, he scored the Leafs’ 
only goal of the game. 

Toronto lost to Colorado in a shootout, but it was a loss that felt like a 
win. Deep in the season, playing the champions on a Wednesday night in 

front of an especially somnambulant crowd – the sort of game you give 
up on in the third period and don’t feel bad about. 

Having not done that, there was a gentle buoyancy in the room 
afterward. 

Most of this year, Rielly has come out to do his post-game availabilities 
looking like it’s a duty he fits in between the ice bath and a vicious 
scourging. Not a lot of hope there. 

But on Wednesday, he was tilting toward optimism. Someone asked the 
usual question about building on one evening’s success. Smart players 
know this question is a trap. The best they’ll usually do is toss off a 
“Sure” that’s meant to read as a “Maybe.” 

But Rielly grabbed hold of it, agreeing with strong, affirmative nodding. 

“This is an important time of year,” Rielly said. “We’re all trying to find the 
next level.” 

It was an all-round sign that things are coming together at every stage 
and phase for Canada’s most profitable and least successful business. 

Do you feel that? That sense of foreboding? That’s what happens when 
everything is looking up for the Leafs. Cue the Jaws theme. 

Toronto has tried this every which way – youthful enthusiasm, big-time 
free agents, small-time free agents, a hundred different goalies, veteran 
savvy. It’s never added up to much. Late in every season, there is still 
always the sense that either the team isn’t ready or the opposition is. 
Often both. 

This time the angle into the post-season lane is five-by-five. The Leafs 
aren’t great right now, but they have that sleeping-giant feel. They’re just 
good enough. Which means they aren’t frittering away playoff-type efforts 
in non-playoff games. 

Even the injuries seem right. Ryan O’Reilly breaking a finger shortly after 
arrival would in years past be seen as a portent of doom. But now it’s the 
thing preventing him from breaking a leg instead. He’ll be back in time for 
a pre-playoff tune-up, rested and ready to go. 

Ilya Samsonov was the other Toronto standout against Colorado. The 
ostensible No. 1, Matt Murray, has been hurt so often this season that it’s 
taken all the fun out of any goalie controversy. 

Two years ago, the Leafs would be in knots trying to figure out who to 
start in Game 1 against Tampa. Now that question is easy. 

Then there’s the Leafs’ guaranteed first-round opponent. The Lightning 
are currently illustrating the whisper-thin line between experienced and 
tired. 

Right now, Tampa looks like the Leafs through a funhouse mirror. Its 
record says the players are good. The eye test says they are slowly 
going sideways into a ditch. 

No team in the NHL has played more hockey in the past four years. 
Nobody spent more time in the COVID bubble. Nobody has overcome 
more weight of expectation. The Lightning players have run their race, 
but they’re still getting paid to jog around. It shows. 

What’s one more deep playoff campaign to this group? What would it 
prove? Tampa is already a minor dynasty. To become a major one, it 
would have to win another three or four Cups. How likely does that seem 
to you? More important, how likely does that seem to the Lightning? 

The pressure to perform on the gulf coast of Florida is less than nothing. 
How much do you think most of the guys on the Lightning would give to 
have May off? They can’t say it, but you know a few of them have to be 
Googling cottage rentals. 

Is there any team anywhere that seems more likely to blow it this year 
than Tampa? That plus a general sense of confidence around the Leafs 
would hearten most executives. But this is the Leafs we’re talking about. 
When has anything ever worked out for them. 
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However much Toronto freaks out every time the Leafs blow it, the 
explanation has always been built in and pre-accepted. The goalie’s no 
good. The players have never been here before. Star X and Y took the 
series off. John Tavares got his head put in a moving vice. The other 
team has that ‘It’ factor. 

The excuses don’t excuse, but there’s a reason the Leafs feel freed to 
keep trying the same thing again and again. They know that people have 
accepted their explanations. 

None of those apply this year. The goalie is good. The players have all 
been here before. Along with Star X and Y, the Leafs now have Stars A-
through-D. The other team doesn’t have it any longer, whatever it is. 

Most important, one round will do. If Toronto gets past Tampa to face 
Boston, the excuse – ‘It was the Bruins. What did you expect? Miracles?’ 
– is built in and pre-accepted. 

In their current iteration, the Leafs have never looked better than they do 
right now. Settled. Confident. Ready to go. Their opposition has never 
looked more the opposite of those things. 

Elsewhere, that’s a positive thing. In Toronto, with its history, that’s the 
trapdoor in the floor waiting to swing open. 
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Luke Schenn’s homecoming a ‘dream come true’ for the Maple Leafs 
defenceman 

 

By Kevin McGran Staff Reporter 

Thu., March 16, 2023 

 

Being a Maple Leaf again seems to mean everything to Luke Schenn. 

“I’ve often thought about getting the chance to come back, not thinking it 
would actually be a reality,” said Schenn. “But it’s definitely crossed my 
mind a couple of times when you’re going through waivers or free 
agency. You’re always hoping that maybe the Leafs would give me a 
second chance. 

“It never worked out. Maybe the timing wasn’t right. And now I do feel 
that the timing obviously is right, and I feel more prepared and ready for 
this opportunity.” 

The time is now. On Friday night against the Carolina Hurricanes, 
Schenn will play his first game as a Maple Leaf in Scotiabank Arena 
since 2012, when the place was called the Air Canada Centre. 

“It’s going to be … I don’t know … I can’t even put it in words,” said 
Schenn. “It’s going to be crazy. I just think of all the memories, coming up 
through that tunnel from the Leafs room into the home arena. Crazy. 
Obviously unbelievable fans. And I can’t really describe it. 

“I don’t really know what it’s going to be like. But put it this way, I’m fired 
up for it.” 

The Leafs are fired up to have him. 

Loading...Loading... 

“I know what a special place it is here to play and to be a part of the city,” 
said captain John Tavares, who has played with Schenn internationally. 
“He’s had an incredible journey and continuing to play well through ups 
and downs. He’s shown what a valuable player he is, what a piece he 
can be for any team and obviously a team in a position like ours. 

“He’s excited. He thinks highly of our group and how he can come in and 
help and push us over the top.” 

Great things were predicted for Schenn, drafted fifth overall by the Leafs 
in 2008. He was traded to Philadelphia for James van Riemsdyk, and 
things started to go sideways. Though he got to play with his brother 
Brayden for a few years, the game seemed to be passing Schenn by. 
Teams valued skating and puck-moving blueliners over the brawny, stay-
at-home Schenn types. 

He went on waivers, he went to minors, he started playing for close to 
minimum NHL salary. He continued to work on his game and enjoyed a 
late-career renaissance. His life changed as the seventh defenceman for 
two years in Tampa, getting his name twice on the Stanley Cup. 

The 33-year-old turned himself back into an everyday NHL defenceman 
in Vancouver where he was a plus player (plus-nine) on a bad team. 

“My career definitely hasn’t been a straight arrow to the top,” said 
Schenn. “It hasn’t been easy or anything like that. But every experience, 
every up and down, I’ve been grateful for it because it’s led me to where I 
am today. I’m thankful for every opportunity I’ve gotten, even though 
some of them haven’t been easy in the moment.” 

That trade to Philadelphia happened a day after the Leafs selected 
Morgan Rielly fifth overall in 2012. Though he practised mostly with Jake 
McCabe on Thursday, it would surprise no one if he ended up getting 
rotated in with Rielly, especially with coach Sheldon Keefe insisting on 
dressing seven defencemen. 

“We’ve crossed paths and chatted,” said Rielly. “He lives in Kelowna; I 
get up to Kelowna in the summer. We’ve never played together, but 
we’re going for dinner and we’re getting to know one another a little 
better. 

“He appreciates it on a full-circle level. Not just grateful to play for a good 
team, but to come back here after starting his career here. You can tell 
it’s a cool opportunity for him, and he’s going to try to make the most of it. 
We’re all going to do that.” 

Schenn played two games on the road after the trade with the Vancouver 
Canucks. He stayed in Vancouver until his wife gave birth last week. He’s 
been training in Toronto for a few days in what he jokes is his third “bye 
week” of the year. Everyone got a few days off at the all-star break. He 
got more time off when Vancouver held him out of the lineup until a trade 
happened. Then there was what amounted to paternity leave. 

Now it’s time to get ready for the playoffs, something he never 
experienced in his first four seasons in Toronto. 

“I’m thrilled to be back here. I never got the chance to play meaningful 
hockey here. So this is a dream come true for this to happen again.” 
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MAPLE LEAFS NOTES: Coach Sheldon Keefe coy about goalie split for 
back-to-back games 

 

Lance Hornby 

Published Mar 16, 2023 

 

Matt Murray’s crease cross with his former Ottawa Senators might be 
rerouted again. 

While Sheldon Keefe would not be wrong to break his goalie rotation and 
start Ilya Samsonov against Carolina on Friday, given his strong play at 
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home, including a 2-1 shootout loss to Colorado on Wednesday, the flip 
side of Murray going Saturday in Bytown is apparently giving the coach 
pause for thought. 

Murray’s reunion with the Sens, who he spent two injury-shortened 
seasons with, was put off a couple of times by, well, injuries. Murray and 
Samsonov both practiced Thursday. 

“We’ll reflect on the day and see where the guys are at,” was Keefe’s 
vague answer on the weekend split. “I’m certainly encouraged by 
Sammy’s work at home (he didn’t lose in regulation until mid-season, 
against Ottawa). We’ll make some final decisions (Friday) morning.” 

In a couple of instances, Keefe has tried to get Murray some home starts 
to balance his road work. 

LUKE IT UP, HE’S BACK 

Luke Schenn won’t be in home blue — the Leafs will be wearing their 
green and white St. Patrick’s Day gear — but will finally get to play back 
at Scotiabank Arena for Toronto on Friday. 

Keefe confirmed the defenceman is ready after a week off to be with his 
wife and newest baby in Vancouver following a trade with the Canucks 
and one full practice. 

Schenn was with Jake McCabe on Thursday, but Keefe cautioned not to 
read too much into practice pairings. The Leafs have nine defencemen 
and will use seven against the Hurricanes. One of Timothy Liljegren, Erik 
Gustafsson or Justin Holl would likely come out Friday. 

“It’s going to be crazy,” Schenn said of officially returning to his draft 
team, “All those memories, coming out of that tunnel (11 years ago). I’m 
going to be fired up.” 

Keefe did move a game-rusty Conor Timmins to a separate pad on 
Thursday. 

“I’ve talked to Conor since we made the deal for (Schenn and McCabe),” 
he said. “He’s going to be on more of the developmental path the rest of 
this season. He’s shown great ability and potential, but he’s missed 
important time through injuries or bouncing around.” 

Keefe revealed that the Ottawa game will see his lineup shift back to the 
traditional 12 up front and six blueliners. It could be veteran winger 
Wayne Simmonds who sees his first action in more than a month against 
the Sens. Alex Steeves has been up and down from the Marlies as a 
spare practice forward. 

MARNER, MATTHEWS REST 

Minute-munching Mitch Marner and Auston Matthews were excused from 
Thursday’s workout after 29:10 and 26:52 of ice time, respectively, 
against Colorado. 

“In a lot of ways, it was best-on-best last night,” Keefe said of the pace. 
“(Avs) Nathan MacKinnon and Mikko Rantanen were at 25 minutes, Cale 
Makar at 30. 

“I thought (Marner and Matthews) could handle it, but it was important to 
give them the recovery time. 

“It gets to a point where maybe it’s too much, especially when you pile on 
the games that are coming after it. Mitch’s minutes were climbing pretty 
high, but every time there was a stop in play, I could feel him looking 
back at me, to let me know he was ready to go. 

“That’s what you want, all the eyes looking at you like that. Those guys 
take on a lot, 5-on-5, overtime, shootout … that’s why you have to be 
mindful.” 

RIELLY AND BLARNEY 

Whenever March 17 looms, Morgan Rielly is asked about the unusual 
spelling of his Irish surname. 

“My great grandfather changed it when he emigrated to Canada,” the 
defenceman said. “It was ‘i’ before ‘e’ except after ‘c’. He was trying to fit 
in. And his mind, that was proper Canadian English. 

“But I can’t keep track of my Dad, whether he’s telling the truth or 
messing with me. He was drinking one day and told me someone had 
just misspelled it when they were emigrating.” 

Morgan did a Grade 5 school project in Vancouver on his family heritage, 
which he proudly titled Life Of Rielly. 

The St. Patricks were the forerunners of the Leafs between 1919-27 and 
won the ’22 Stanley Cup. 

LOOSE LEAFS 

Toronto’s loss on Wednesday was its first in 48 games when allowing 
two goals or less, ending an NHL record streak according to Sportsnet … 
Teammate Michael Bunting on Marner’s energy: “Mitch’s engine doesn’t 
stop, on the ice or off” …  Leafs have given up a power-play goal in five 
consecutive games, their longest streak of inefficiency this season. Yet 
Wednesday was still among the unit’s finest hours, against one of the 
most dangerous special teams in the NHL. Other than a brutal deflection 
off McCabe’s stick through Samsonov’s legs, the Leafs killed four of five.  
“You give up one early and you can get reeling a bit,” Keefe said. “But we 
had a number of kills, especially in the third period. In such a close game, 
our guys were really good, forwards, defence and Sammy. It was very 
important for us to get through that portion of the game” … Newly signed 
NCAA forward Ryan Tverberg has begun his PTO with the Marlies. 
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KOSHAN'S TAKEAWAYS: No shame for Maple Leafs in losing tight 
game to Cup champs 

 

Terry Koshan 

Published Mar 16, 2023  

 

Not often does a team emerge from a hockey game with a season-low 
total in shots on goal and depart the rink without feelings of misery. 

So it went for the Maple Leafs following a 2-1 loss in a shootout against 
the defending Stanley Cup champion Colorado Avalanche on 
Wednesday night at Scotiabank Arena.  

Toronto was held to 18 shots on goal by an Avs team that gave up 
nothing through the neutral zone and not much more than that once the 
Leafs crossed the visitors’ blue line.  

The Leafs’ defensive ways were nearly as impressive. Colorado didn’t 
have a bushel of Grade-A chances and was limited to 25 shots through 
regulation before goaltender Ilya Samsonov stopped four in overtime. 

The single point allowed the Leafs to gain one on the idle Tampa Bay 
Lightning. With a game in hand, the Leafs have a three-point bulge on 
the Lightning for second place in the Atlantic Division. 

Some of our takeaways from the game, played before a crowd of 19,102: 

RISING RIELLY 

Morgan Rielly played had one of his better outings of the 2022-23 
season. He was involved from the opening shift, when he rung a shot off 
the iron behind Avs goalie Alexandar Georgiev after taking a pass from 
Auston Matthews.  
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Not long after, Rielly scored his third goal when Mitch Marner found him 
in open space — one of the few times the Leafs had any — and the 
defenceman beat Georgiev low on the glove side.  

Early in third with the game tied 1-1, Rielly broke up a 2-on-1 to keep the 
Leafs on even ground. A hip check on Logan O’Connor in the third stood 
out. 

Importantly, Rielly’s offensive instincts rose to the surface. We haven’t 
seen that enough from the veteran, and one would think it can lead to 
more. 

“Yeah, for sure, I think so,” Rielly said. “I think we’re all trying to push for 
more and get better. This is an important time of year and we’re all trying 
to find that next level.” 

No argument here, but many of the big-name Leafs have been at that 
level already. There’s no doubt that Rielly’s ability to carry the play is 
something that can come with more consistency. 

When Rielly is on his game, the Leafs don’t have a better puck-moving 
defenceman. 

“I think he’s continuing to try to impose his game,” captain John Tavares 
said. “Maybe it hasn’t come as often on the scoresheet, putting the puck 
in the net as he has, but he’s still such an impactful player for us in so 
many areas.” 

Said coach Sheldon Keefe: “That’s what we need to see from Morgan in 
terms of jumping into those holes, being that guy off the puck that can be 
a threat for us offensively. He played hard and defended well as well. He 
has played long enough. He knows when he’s at his best. Sometimes it 
takes something like that for it to come, get some confidence going and 
the puck goes in for you. Not a lot has gone in the net for him his season. 
All of that can serve him well.” 

SAMSONOV ON IT 

Back in goal after watching Matt Murray start the previous two games, 
Samsonov was in fine form.  

The loss put his home record at 17-2-2, excellent by everyone’s 
standards.  

The only puck that got past Samsonov prior to the shootout was an 
accidental own goal by Jake McCabe, who re-directed a Mikko Rantanen 
pass between Samsonov’s legs at 14:08 of the first period during a 
Colorado power play. 

A save on Valeri Nichushkin on a breakaway early in the second was a 
highlight. In the third, Samsonov challenged Evan Rodrigues, who had a 
clear look from the slot but couldn’t beat the netminder. 

We keep waiting for Samsonov to come back to Earth a bit. When he 
does falter, it does not last long. 

“I don’t think we gave up a ton in terms of high-quality chances,” Keefe 
said. “There was a lot of stuff coming from the points and the perimeter.  

“Anything that we did give up, he was set, he looked really athletic and 
dynamic with some of the saves he made with his hands. In a game in 
which there wasn’t a whole lot of opportunity for the goalie to really shine, 
I thought he was still a standout.” 

In the shootout, only Nathan MacKinnon scored. Samsonov stopped 
Rodrigues, and the Leafs couldn’t get a goal from William Nylander, 
Matthews or Marner. 

The Leafs will end the week with a back-to-back set, on Friday at home 
against the Carolina Hurricanes and then in Ottawa versus the Senators 
on Saturday.  

Each goalie will get a start. If Samsonov is fine physically, give him the 
tougher matchup versus Carolina.  

And no matter what: He should be the playoff starter. 

FEEL THE TIGHTNESS 

The Leafs have 15 games remaining, and though we expect things to 
tighten up in general in the push to the playoffs, they’re not always going 
to play a team as locked in as the Avs were.  

Losing in such a closely contested match against the team that skated off 
the ice with the Cup last spring, there’s no shame in it.  

“A lot of it would come back to the mobility of their defence,” Keefe said. 
“They are on top of you, they are up tight, they recover well. You feel like 
you’re going to get some space and they close the space. 

“You feel like you’re going to get pucks in behind them and they get body 
position, they win the race. I thought the mobility of their defence was a 
real problem for us, in terms of getting through the neutral zone and 
getting on the attack.” 

Diligence and effort were not a problem for the Leafs. Some nights, 
they’re going to get beaten by a team that is a shade better throughout. 
Yes, they would have preferred to find a way through the blanket the Avs 
threw over them, but again, that’s not always going to happen.  

Speaking of diligence, Marner played a career-high 29 minutes 10 
seconds. He blocked four shots, including one in overtime after a 
giveaway by Timothy Liljegren. As impressive as his pass was to Rielly 
for the Leafs goal, so was his usual defensive awareness. 
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Flyers weighing the value of NHL experience vs. a Phantoms playoff run 
for prospects 

 

Giana Han 

 

With Wade Allison healthy again, the Flyers have a dilemma — burn one 
of their four remaining call-ups and keep Tyson Foerster or send him 
back to the Lehigh Valley Phantoms to help with their playoff push? 

After the trade deadline, teams are limited to just four AHL call-ups for 
the remainder of the season. The Flyers are out of the playoff race, but 
they’re trying to figure out what they have in their youth. This makes 
navigating the call-up rules tricky. 

But is it better for those young players to test themselves against NHL 
competition or experience the pressure of an AHL playoff push? 

On one hand, coach John Tortorella thinks NHL competition reveals a lot 
about a player. 

“I think players sometimes may not perform as well there [in the AHL] as 
they would in the National Hockey League,” Tortorella said. “Especially 
for defensemen. I think [for] defensemen, positioning from your other 
teammates, just your concept as far as guys being in position ... is so 
important to make it an easier job for them.” 

But the Phantoms can give youth an experience the Flyers can’t. Six 
teams from the Phantoms’ division make the playoffs, and, with 12 
games remaining, they are in fifth place. They’re six points ahead of the 
sixth-place team (Bridgeport) and seven points ahead of the first team 
out (Hartford). But their spot isn’t solidified yet, Phantoms coach Ian 
Laperrière said. 

“Every game means so much every night because teams are winning 
behind us,” Laperrière said. “Teams are winning in front of us. We’re 
chasing Charlotte; we’re chasing Springfield. You do have a battle at this 
time of the year.” 
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It’s the first time they’ve been involved in a playoff push since 2018, and 
it’s the first time second-year coach Laperrière has led them through it. 
Meanwhile, the Flyers aren’t close to playoff contention, and they weren’t 
last year, either. For many young players, this is the first chance at 
playoff experience in their professional careers. And that experience is 
something you can’t teach, Laperrière said. 

In the long run, it’s something that will help the organization, Laperrière 
said. The Flyers want to be in the playoff race, too, and when they finally 
get there, they’ll have players who know what to expect when it comes to 
the pressure. It also gives them confidence in themselves, which is 
needed to build their games. 

“In the three-in-three that we just played, to have six points, you think my 
kids don’t feel great right now?” Laperrière said. “They feel invincible. ... 
Right now, the ups and downs that they’re living. It’s cash. There’s 
nothing like it.” 

As much as Tortorella wants to evaluate the youth for himself, he agrees 
with Laperrière about the long-term impact of playoff experience. 

“I coached in the [American Hockey] League for a couple years,” 
Tortorella said. “I watched players go through a playoff run, and then it 
just catapults them to the National Hockey League.” 

With numerous injuries, and thanks to the emergency call-up rule, the 
Flyers haven’t had to worry about burning call-ups in the last two weeks. 
The only thing they’ve had to balance is working around the Flyers and 
Phantoms’ schedules. The Flyers need 12 forwards, but if they can send 
back players like Elliot Desnoyers and Foerster to help the Phantoms on 
days the Flyers don’t play, they have. 

The Flyers won’t burn a call-up for Foerster until they officially activate 
Allison. But once they do activate Allison, they will have to send Foerster 
back to the Phantoms or use their first of four call-ups. After that, they’ll 
have to be selective. There are multiple players they want to see with the 
Flyers and who they feel deserve the chance. Players like Foerster, 
Desnoyers, Bobby Brink, Olle Lycksell, Egor Zamula, and Ronnie Attard 
would all likely be in contention for call-ups before the end of the season. 
Tortorella said it’s a constant conversation with interim general manager 
Danny Brière. 

After Sunday, the Phantoms have a five-day break between games while 
the Flyers have two games. Tortorella has a feeling they’ll be down to 
three call-ups soon. 

“If Alli plays tomorrow, we’ll end up using a recall on Tyson,” Tortorella 
said. “So we’re trying to navigate both situations. I’ve said right along, it’s 
very important that Lehigh, they get a good run in the playoffs. Hopefully, 
they get in and we keep an eye on that. So we’re just trying to play 
against the schedules for both teams.” 

Top prospect joins Phantoms 

Flyers prospect Emil Andrae has arrived stateside and will join the 
Phantoms for the remainder of their AHL season on a tryout basis, the 
Phantoms announced Thursday. 

The Swedish defenseman, who was drafted in the second round of the 
2020 draft (No. 54 overall) by the Flyers, just completed his first full 
season in the Swedish Hockey League with HV71. In 51 games, the 21-
year-old Andrae scored six goals and tallied 26 points. 

Andrae is a talented puck-moving defenseman, who sees the ice well, 
possesses a big shot on the power play, and has high hockey IQ. While 
undersized at 5-foot-9 and 176 pounds, Andrae makes up for it with an 
aggressive edge. He has represented Sweden in two World Junior 
Championships, captaining the Swedes to a bronze medal in 2022. 

Last year, FloHockey’s Chris Peters, who specializes in evaluating 
prospects, raved about Andrae’s “ferocity” to The Inquirer and compared 
him to St. Louis Blues defenseman Torey Krug. 

The Flyers will evaluate Andrae over the next few weeks as he adjusts to 
the North American game, but all signs point to him signing his entry-
level contract before next season. 

Breakaways 

The Flyers host the Buffalo Sabres at 7 p.m. Friday. ... Allison was a full 
participant in practice, as was goalie Carter Hart, who sat out Tuesday’s 
game with an illness. Sean Couturier participated in a noncontact jersey, 
while Travis Konecny only participated in the rehab skate. ... Tortorella 
said he didn’t watch Couturier. The medical personnel watches him, and 
they’ll tell him once Couturier looks ready. 
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Flyers prospect Ronnie Attard playing his ‘best hockey’ as the Phantoms 
push for the playoffs 

 

Giana Han 

 

Ronnie Attard owes New York Islanders enforcer Ross Johnston a six-
pack or a bottle of whatever Johnston likes to drink if you ask Attard’s 
dad Tom. 

“He did you a favor,” Tom Attard told his son. “And you didn’t get your 
[expletive] kicked too bad. … Torts loved it.” 

That “favor” was the 6-foot-5, 235-pound Johnston punching Attard’s face 
in during a preseason game on Oct. 4. While Attard walked away with 
some bruising to his face, he earned major respect with new coach John 
Tortorella. 

Tortorella said the fight earned the rookie defenseman an extended look 
during training camp. Ultimately, Attard was assigned to the Lehigh 
Valley Phantoms, but he had made an impression on Tortorella, who 
says he doesn’t remember most players from training camp because 
there were “too many bodies.” 

Attard, who turns 24 next week, has continued to make a strong 
impression within the organization. In his first full professional season, he 
was named an AHL All-Star. Attard leads all Phantoms defensemen in 
goals (10), points (27), and plus-minus rating (plus-10) 

With the Flyers struggling and the Phantoms headed for the playoffs, it 
remains to be seen whether Attard will be called up over the Flyers’ final 
15 games. Regardless, he is viewed as one of the organization’s top 
defensive prospects, and figures to challenge for an NHL roster spot to 
start next season. 

Cold feet 

Growing up in White Lake, Mich. as the son of a hockey coach, Attard 
learned to skate as he learned to walk. That time is seared into the 
memories of his family. 

“I absolutely hated it,” Attard said. “My feet were always cold.” 

His parents, Tom and Sue, would have to get him off the ice, take off his 
skates, blow on his feet to warm them up, lace his skates back up, and 
send him back out there 

A late bloomer, Attard learned to beat the odds off the ice as much as he 
did on it. At five and seven years older, his sisters Julia and Jessica 
always tilted the rules of their games against their younger brother . 

“He was always it,” Jessica said. 
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Attard’s growth spurt hit between eighth and ninth grade. That’s when his 
sisters decided they didn’t want to play anymore — “game over,” Julia 
said. That’s also what helped him get noticed and drafted by the 
Nebraska-based Tri-City Storm of the USHL. 

Between an early illness and then injuries, Attard’s enthusiasm for 
hockey wavered initially. The ever-smiling kid actually wondered if he 
should pack it up and head home. His father, whose hockey career 
ended before it could ever begin because of a shoulder injury, gave his 
son a piece of advice. 

“Son, there are people who are dying to be in your spot, where you’re at,” 
Tom said. “Stick it out and it will all work out.” 

A historic season 

When Anthony Noreen was named head coach of the Tri-City Storm in 
2017-18, the “word” on Attard was that he was a bubble guy. 
Immediately, Noreen saw Attard could be much more. There was high-
end potential combined with a desire to grow. 

Just as important to Noreen, who was trying to establish a new culture, 
Attard was the type of guy who makes it fun to come to the rink. 

After two unspectacular seasons to begin his junior career, and a 
summer training at his future school, Western Michigan, Attard made 
what Noreen thinks was probably the best decision of his hockey career. 
He returned for a third year of junior instead of going to college following 
his senior year of high school. 

The defenseman was still undrafted and was determined to make a 
splash. He did that and more, posting what Noreen described as 
“probably the best individual season anyone’s ever had in our league.” 

Attard set USHL records for goals (30), points (64), and plus-minus rating 
(plus-46) by a defenseman that year. He also set the foundation for Tri-
City’s culture. 

“When we talk to our team now about the pride in the organization, what 
our jersey means, what the Tri-City Storm means to us, and what the 
identity is ... we don’t ever say or bring those things up without Ronnie 
Attard’s name coming up,” Noreen said. “He’s synonymous with 
everything that we’ve done here.” 

Following his monster season, the Flyers drafted Attard, who was 
committed to Western Michigan, in the third round (No. 72 overall) in 
2019. The Broncos were going through a coaching change, and Pat 
Ferschweiler, who was taking over, had heard that Attard was an 
“offensive dynamo” but wasn’t great defensively. 

Like Noreen, Ferschweiler elected to form his own opinions. He “fine-
tuned” Attard’s game, working on his stick skills, compete level, and 
decision-making, but the greatness was already there he said. 

After a breakout sophomore campaign, Attard once again had a big 
decision to make — go to the NHL or stay another year in college? 

“Ronnie was mature enough to understand, ‘I’ll go there when I’m ready 
for true success,’” Ferschweiler said. 

His patience paid off once again, as Attard returned to WMU, leading the 
Broncos to the NCAA Tournament, and ranking in the top five in goals 
(13) and points (36) among college defensemen. There was no decision 
to make this time, as Attard signed with the Flyers on March 29. 

Knocking on the door 

As Attard completed his rookie lap ahead of his NHL debut on April 2, 
Jessica and Julia were holding each other along the glass. 

“There’s no being cool with this,” Jessica declared. “We were so freaking 
excited.” 

The rest of the game was hard to watch. Attard finished minus-four 
against the Toronto Maple Leafs. Afterward, he told Noreen “These guys 
are good, man.” But he didn’t say it in a way that led Noreen to believe 

he was doubting himself. Instead, he was tipping his cap to them and 
acknowledging the level he needed to get to. 

Joining a struggling Flyers team, Attard had what amounted to a 15-
game tryout to finish the season. He tried to absorb all he could. In 
addition to learning who he needed to do on the ice to make it, he 
learned important locker room lessons. One of the biggest came when 
the Flyers elected to play him over veteran Keith Yandle, which snapped 
Yandle’s iron man streak. 

“Ronnie will never forget the way Keith Yandle handled that,” Noreen 
said. “And he hopes that if he’s ever in the same position someday and a 
young kid comes up, he’ll do the same thing.” 

Attard’s focus this season in the AHL has been the defensive side of the 
game and letting his offense come naturally. He knew he was playing 
well, but the All-Star selection — he replaced Cam York who was up with 
the Flyers — came as a surprise. Even though Attard, who was initially 
planning a trip to Florida during the break, didn’t return with a tan, he 
came back with proof that what the Phantoms coaches have been telling 
him was true: “Come in every day and work hard, and you’re going to like 
where you’re gonna end up at.” 

Attard’s carried that momentum into the Phantoms’ playoff push. And as 
Ferschweiler predicted, the bigger the moment, the better Attard has 
played. 

Last weekend, the defenseman opened the scoring on Friday against 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton and scored the overtime winner a day later vs. 
Belleville. 

“He’s playing the best hockey that he’s played for us all year,” Phantoms 
coach Ian Laperrière said. 

The stats paint a clear picture of Attard’s offensive ability, but that’s not 
what Laperrière is focused on. His offense will always be there, 
Laperrière said. He just has to defend a little harder — that’s why he was 
sent to the AHL — but he’s close to starting what Laperrière believes will 
be a long professional career. 

After the Phantoms, who are tied for fifth place in the Eastern 
Conference, swept last weekend’s three-game set, Laperrière walked in 
to find Attard holding the aux cord in the locker room. It’s a little thing, but 
usually, the veterans run the music. Laperrière has never seen a first-
year pro given that privilege, but it’s a sign of the respect Attard has 
earned through his hard work, attitude, and performance. 

“The good news and the positive news is his game is just going up ... 
he’s playing better [as the season goes on],” said Laperrière. “So for 
Flyers nation out there, they should be encouraged.” 

 

Philadelphia Inquirer / Daily News LOADED: 03.17.2023 

1271563 Philadelphia Flyers 

 

Tortorella honest about Allison; Couturier moves well at practice 

 

by Jordan Hall 

 

When talking about Wade Allison after practice Thursday, John Tortorella 
mentioned that the winger is "always hurt." 

In fact, the head coach said it nine times. 

So Tortorella definitely hammered home the point of Allison needing to 
stay healthy for the Flyers to evaluate his ability to be a part of their 
future. 
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"It's hard to be consistent when you're always hurt," Tortorella said. 
"That's my struggle. You see him coming, you see him coming, now he's 
out again." 

Allison is no longer out. After missing the last three games with an 
undisclosed injury, he's set to return Friday when the Flyers host the 
Sabres (7 p.m. ET/NBCSP). 

"I feel good," Allison said Thursday. "I'm ready to play." 

Earlier in the season, he was out for five five weeks with an oblique strain 
and a hip pointer. He missed the final game before the All-Star break 
because of a lower-body injury. 

When healthy, Allison plays a highly effective bottom-six role. The 25-
year-old has put up eight goals, five assists and a plus-5 mark in 45 
games this season. 

"I wanted him more businesslike, how he approaches himself at the rink, 
understanding what it is to be a pro in this league," Tortorella said. "I 
think he has done that. I've seen his game improve. 

"I'm aggravated that he's always hurt. But I think he has done the things 
we've asked of him. I've been up and down his back all year long, but he 
has done the things we have asked of him." 

The 2016 second-round draft pick has battled serious injuries going back 
to his time at Western Michigan. As a result, his NHL career has been 
limited to 60 games. 

In Year 1 of a two-year, $1.57 million deal, Allison is looking to show the 
Flyers he can be a piece to their rebuild. 

"Just do my best," he said of his mindset for the Flyers' final 15 games. 
"Show up every day and do the best I can. And do it again the next day." 

A staple of Allison's game is his all-out, north-south style. He plays with 
max effort to the whistle. Can he pick and choose his spots to stay 
healthier more often? 

"I think he has learned. I think for him to be an effective player, and he's 
done this, it's not so much pick your spot, but understand the angling of 
the game," Tortorella said. "That's a whole different subject we could talk 
all day long about. It's easy to be that guy running and chasing down a 
guy, but you don't even get the puck or him — he's by you, you bang the 
boards. 

"I think he's beginning to understand that. I know [assistant coach Rocky 
Thompson has] done a little work with him, we all have, as far as why 
we're forechecking, how you forecheck, puck placement, using your 
body, holding onto pucks. He has shown improvement. But, you know, 
he's always hurt." 

Allison can empathize with a player like Sean Couturier. The 30-year-old 
center had a second back surgery in late October and hasn't played a 
game in over a year. 

On Thursday, two days after joining the Flyers for their morning skate, 
Couturier practiced in non-contact fashion. He skated hard and well, 
getting up and down the ice with good pace. He's hoping to play in at 
least one game before he heads into his offseason training. 

"He looked great today in practice," Allison said. "That was awesome to 
see. Hopefully he can come back this year and get a few games in and 
be ready to go for next year. Because he's a major piece to this puzzle." 

If all continues to go well, the next step for Couturier would be getting 
cleared to take contact in practice. 

Then talks about a return to game action could take place. The Flyers will 
be cautious. 

"That is the first hurdle he needs to make here is for the medical people 
to come to me and say, 'He is fully cleared to play an ice hockey game,'" 
Tortorella said. "That's when Coots and I and probably [interim general 
manager Danny Briere] will have conversations as far as what we think is 

the best road to go. Whether it comes to that or not, I don't know. He's 
under a watchful eye of medical people." 
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Flyers' GM's son faces suspension, police probe following incident with 
wheelchair 

 

Ed Palattella 

Erie Times-News 

 

In November 2021, the coach of the men's ice hockey team at 
Mercyhurst University praised Carson Briere, one of the newest additions 
to the squad of the NCAA Division I Lakers. 

The coach, Rick Gotkin, acknowledged that Briere's tenure on another 
Division I hockey team, for Arizona State University, had not worked out 
as planned. 

Briere was kicked off the Sun Devils team in 2019 for violating team rules 
at a time when he was disappointed with his amount of playing time. 

Briere, a Philadelphia native and the son of former NHL player Danny 
Briere, headed to Erie and Mercyhurst in 2020. 

At Mercyhurst:Sophomore Carson Briere, son of an NHL player, gives 
Mercyhurst hockey team a scoring lift 

"Sometimes, it happens, you just don't play as much as you think you're 
going to," Gotkin told the Erie Times-News of Briere in November 2021. 
"Just because it doesn't work at one place doesn't mean it won't work at 
another place. Carson is a great example of that." 

Briere's career at Mercyhurst also has not turned out as planned. 

The 23-year-old junior has been placed on temporary suspension from 
the hockey team and is under criminal investigation for pushing an empty 
wheelchair down a flight of stairs at Sullivan's bar in Erie on Saturday 
night. 

The incident became public early Tuesday morning, when surveillance 
video of the incident was posted on social media. 

As of Thursday morning, the video had been viewed 31.6 million times 
and prompted coverage of Mercyhurst and its men's hockey program 
from media outlets across the United States and Canada. 

The Erie police and Erie County District Attorney's Office were still 
investigating as of Thursday morning, and Mercyhurst said its 
investigation, related to student conduct, is also ongoing. 

The police and the District Attorney's Office said a report was made to 
police in the case, which led to the criminal probe. 

What happened at Sullivan's with the hockey player? 

The video shows a person — Carson Briere in his apology said the 
person is him — pushing a wheelchair down a flight of stairs Saturday 
night at Sullivan's, at East Third and French streets. 

No one was sitting in the wheelchair at the time, but it had been left at the 
top of the stairs by a person who was still at the bar and still needed it, 
according to information posted with the video and according to a co-
owner of Sullivan's, Erie lawyer Rick Filippi. The timestamp on the video 
shows the recording was made at around 11:38 p.m. Saturday. 
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Sullivan's was crowded at the time of the incident following the city's 
annual St. Patrick's Day parade earlier on Saturday, Filippi told the Erie 
Times-News. The video shows an upstairs room packed with people. 

Filippi said a female patron at the bar was using the wheelchair upstairs, 
but had been assisted downstairs to the bathroom and left the wheelchair 
at the top of the landing. The wheelchair was then pushed down the 
stairs, as the video shows, Filippi said. 

"We were obviously disgusted to see this," Filippi said of what happened 
to the wheelchair. 

He said the video came from a surveillance camera in the bar. The bar 
staff obtained the video and it ended up on social media, he said. 

The Sullivan's building was erected in 1892, according to Erie County 
property records. That was a century before the passage of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. 

Filippi said Sullivan's has been undertaking renovations to make the 
building more accessible. He said the incident with the wheelchair "brings 
to light even more" the need to make improvements. 

Was anyone else involved in the incident at Sullivan's? 

The video shows two other men with Briere during the episode caught on 
video. Briere is seen sitting in the wheelchair briefly before he pushes it 
down the stairs. One of the other men is seen touching the wheelchair 
before Briere gives it a shove. The video has no sound. 

In a statement Wednesday night, the Mercyhurst athletics department 
said it had suspended three student-athletes from their teams due to the 
video. The department did not name the three student-athletes, though 
Briere had publicly acknowledged his involvement through his apology. 

Mercyhurst did not say what sports the other two student-athletes play. 

"After conducting an initial investigation into the incidents depicted on 
social media, the Mercyhurst Athletics Department has determined that 
the three individuals in the video are student-athletes," according to the 
department's statement. "We have placed all three on interim 
suspensions from their athletic teams per school policy, pending the 
outcome of the investigative process." 

Who had been using the wheelchair at Sullivan's? 

On Wednesday night, an Erie resident and double amputee, Sydney 
Benes, stated on Twitter that she was using the wheelchair. She tweeted 
a photo of her at Sullivan's in a wheelchair on Wednesday night. 

The Erie Times-News was unable to reach Benes as of Thursday 
morning, but information on her Facebook page and other information 
shows that she lost both legs in a car crash in Butler County in 2021. 

She said in her tweet Wednesday night that "it was my chair that was 
pushed down the stairs. I'm so thankful for all of Sullivan’s help in this 
situation." 

A GoFundme account set up to raise money for a new wheelchair had 
raised $8,811 as of Thursday morning. In a tweet Wednesday night, 
Benes said: "I swear I really don’t wanna keep a cent of the donated 
money, I’d much rather give it to those who need it." 

What did Briere and his father say in their apologies? 

Carson Briere and his father issued their public apologies Wednesday, 
hours after the video was made public. 

"I am deeply sorry for my behavior on Saturday," he said. "There is no 
excuse for my actions, and I will do whatever I can to make up for this 
serious lack of judgment." 

His father Danny Briere, 45, played in the NHL for 17 years, including six 
for the Philadelphia Flyers. He retired as a player in 2015. He was named 
interim general manager of the Flyers on Friday. 

Stepping away as a player:'Family first' for NHL All-Star Briere in 
retirement 

"I was shocked to see Carson's actions in the video shared on social 
media yesterday," Danny Briere said in his statement. "They are 
inexcusable and run completely counter to our family's values on treating 
people with respect. Carson is very sorry and accepts full responsibility 
for his behavior." 

How has Mercyhurst responded to the incident with wheelchair? 

Mercyhurst University, a Roman Catholic school with more than 3,000 
students, issued a statement on Tuesday night saying that it was 
investigating. It issued a second statement Wednesday afternoon, 
following the release of the Brieres' apologies. 

Those statements were in addition to the statement the school's athletic 
department issued on Wednesday night about the interim suspensions. 

"Mercyhurst University has heard a considerable outcry regarding the 
social media video of student Carson Briere showing him pushing an 
unoccupied wheelchair down a flight of stairs," Mercyhurst said in the 
university's second statement. "Mr. Briere today issued a statement 
taking responsibility for his actions, and in doing so, he recognized his 
behavior reflects a 'serious lack of judgment' and that he is 'deeply sorry.' 

"The actions displayed in the video make our hearts heavy and fall short 
of our Mercy belief in the inherent dignity of each person. We pray for 
and are in solidarity with the victim and all persons with disabilities who 
rightfully find actions like this to be deeply offensive. 

"Our Mercy tradition also reminds us that students and all people who 
make poor choices deserve opportunities to learn, change behaviors and 
atone for harmful actions." 

In its first statement Mercyhurst said it learned of the video on Tuesday, 
several hours earlier. 

"Late this afternoon, Mercyhurst University became aware of a disturbing 
video in which one of our student-athletes is seen pushing an unoccupied 
wheelchair down a flight of stairs at a local establishment," the university 
said. "Our Office of Student Conduct and Department of Police and 
Public Safety are investigating." 

What happened with Carson Briere at Arizona State? 

Mercyhurst first recruited Briere when he was playing junior hockey for 
Johnstown of the North American Hockey League. 

Briere instead went to Arizona State University to play hockey. He 
redshirted his freshman year at ASU and was dismissed from the Sun 
Devils team his sophomore year for violating undisclosed team rules. 

Before his dismissal, Briere had learned he may not have a key role on 
the ASU team well into his sophomore or junior year, he said in a profile  

Published in the Erie Times-News in November 2021. 

Briere left ASU and played junior hockey for the Trail Smoke Eaters in 
Trail, British Columbia, Canada. 

He then went to play at Mercyhurst. 

"I wasn't taking hockey seriously," Briere, in the Times-News profile, said 
of his time in Arizona. "That was something that wasn't going to work out, 
and I wanted to find somewhere I could play my style of hockey." 

The profile also quoted the Mercyhurst men's hockey coach, Rick Gotkin, 
as saying "just because it doesn't work at one place doesn't mean it won't 
work at another place." 

"He's a gifted player," Gotkin also said of Briere in the November 2021 
profile. "He's got great hands. He sees the ice well. He's got a good shot. 
He's a goal-scorer. He's scored goals everywhere he's been." 
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Danny Briere's son says 'no excuse' for incident with wheelchair, 
apologizes for 'lack of judgment' 

 

Ed Palattella 

Erie Times-News 

 

Carson Briere has played for the Division I Mercyhurst Lakers since 2020 

Before arriving at Mercyhurst, he was kicked off team at Division I 
Arizona State University 

Mercyhurst, Erie police are investigating incident involving wheelchair 

Carson Briere, son of Philadelphia Flyers interim general manger Danny 
Briere, has apologized for an incident involving a wheelchair at an Erie 
bar on Saturday — an incident that led Mercyhurst University and the 
Erie police to launch investigations. 

Danny Briere, a former NHL star who was named interim general 
manager of the Flyers on Friday, also issued an apology on behalf of his 
son. 

The 23-year-old Mercyhurst hockey player said, "I am deeply sorry for my 
behavior on Saturday," according to a statement released to the media 
on Wednesday afternoon. "There is no excuse for my actions, and I will 
do whatever I can to make up for this serious lack of judgment." 

Danny Briere, 45, played in the NHL for 17 years, including six for the 
Flyers. 

"I was shocked to see Carson's actions in the video shared on social 
media yesterday," Danny Briere said in the statement. "They are 
inexcusable and run completely counter to our family's values on treating 
people with respect. Carson is very sorry and accepts full responsibility 
for his behavior." 

Woman had left wheelchair to use bathroom 

The video shows a person — whom Mercyhurst earlier on Wednesday 
identified only as a student-athlete and Carson Briere in his statement 
said is him — pushing a wheelchair down a flight of stairs Saturday night 
at Sullivan's, a bar in downtown Erie. 

No one was sitting in the wheelchair at the time, but it had been left at the 
top of the stairs by a person who was still at the bar and still needed it, 
according to information posted with the video and according to a co-
owner of Sullivan's, Erie lawyer Rick Filippi. The timestamp on the video 
shows the recording was made at around 11:38 p.m. Saturday. 

Sullivan's was crowded at the time of the incident following the city's 
annual St. Patrick's Day parade earlier on Saturday, Filippi told the Erie 
Times-News. The video shows an upstairs room packed with people. 

Filippi said a female patron at the bar was using the wheelchair upstairs, 
but had been assisted downstairs to the bathroom and left the wheelchair 
at the top of the landing. The wheelchair was then pushed down the 
stairs, as the video shows, Filippi said. 

"We were obviously disgusted to see this," Filippi said of what happened 
to the wheelchair. 

He said the video came from a surveillance camera in the bar. The bar 
staff obtained the video and it ended up on social media, he said. 

Filippi, a former Erie mayor, said he would cooperate with Erie police if 
officers contacted him about the incident. A police officer was seen 
knocking on the doors of Sullivan's on Wednesday morning, but no one 

was in the building at the time. Filippi said he became aware on Tuesday 
that the video had been posted on Twitter. 

The Erie Times-News has been unable to contact the person who posted 
the video. 

Mercyhurst starts investigation after 'disturbing video' goes viral 

Mercyhurst said it also learned of the video on Tuesday. In a statement it 
issued on Twitter at 9:44 p.m. Tuesday, the university said: 

"Late this afternoon, Mercyhurst University became aware of a disturbing 
video in which one of our student-athletes is seen pushing an unoccupied 
wheelchair down a flight of stairs at a local establishment. Our Office of 
Student Conduct and Department of Police and Public Safety are 
investigating." 

Mercyhurst linked the statement directly to the video, which was posted 
on Twitter at 3:04 a.m. Tuesday. The information posted with the video 
says the student is player on the Mercyhurst men's hockey team, which 
plays in the NCAA's Division I. 

A Mercyhurst spokeswoman said on Wednesday that the school had just 
started its investigation and would have no further comment at this point. 

Erie Police Chief Dan Spizarny said Wednesday that the department is 
aware of the video and recently took a report regarding the incident. The 
case is under investigation, Spizarny said. 

Filippi said Sullivan's has been undertaking renovations to make the 
building more accessible. He said the incident with the wheelchair "brings 
to light even more" the need to make improvements. 

Briere had been dismissed from Arizona State team 

Carson Briere, whose hometown is Philadelphia, has faced problems 
before over his behavior. 

He was kicked off the hockey team at Division I Arizona State University 
in 2019 before he arrived at Mercyhurst in 2020 to play for the Lakers. 

Mercyhurst first recruited Briere when he was playing junior hockey for 
Johnstown of the North American Hockey League. 

Briere instead went to Arizona State University to play hockey. He 
redshirted his freshman year at ASU and was dismissed from the Sun 
Devils team his sophomore year for violating undisclosed team rules. 

Before his dismissal, Briere had learned he may not have key role on the 
ASU team well into his sophomore or junior year, he said in a profile  

Published in the Erie Times-News in November 2021. 

Briere left ASU and played junior hockey for the Trail Smoke Eaters in 
Trail, British Columbia, Canada. 

He then went to play at Mercyhurst. 

"I wasn't taking hockey seriously," Briere, in the Times-News profile, said 
of his time in Arizona. "That was something that wasn't going to work out, 
and I wanted to find somewhere I could play my style of hockey." 
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Rangers' latest first line starting to gain 'chemistry' 

 

Mollie Walker 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 17, 2023 

 

The Artemi Panarin, Mika Zibanejad and Vladimir Tarasenko unit, which 
is one of 11 first-line combinations the Rangers have deployed this 
season, skated together for the third straight game Thursday night in a 4-
2 win over the Penguins at the Garden. 

Shift by shift and game by game, the star-studded trio looks more and 
more like the Rangers’ No. 1 unit. 

Thursday was just another game of getting a feel for one another and 
developing chemistry, but Panarin, Zibanejad and Tarasenko just seem 
to be putting it together quicker than most. 

They had a hand in the Rangers’ first goal of the game, when Panarin 
banked a pass off the left boards to spring Zibanejad for a breakaway. 

Zibanejad buried it with ease less than three minutes into the game to 
give the Rangers a 1-0 lead. 

“I thought they were real good tonight, they were excellent,” head coach 
Gerard Gallant said. “The chemistry is starting to connect a little bit.” 

When the Rangers first acquired Tarasenko, along with defenseman Niko 
Mikkola, from the Blues on Feb. 9, Gallant immediately put him together 
with Panarin and Zibanejad. 

That was the starting point, but it only lasted two games as the Rangers 
scrambled to find combinations that clicked. 

Chris Kreider, who scored twice in the third period Thursday, then 
replaced Panarin on the left side of Zibanejad and Tarasenko. 

And Tarasenko was later bumped to the second line alongside Panarin 
and Vincent Trocheck. 

After Patrick Kane came in, Tarasenko largely remained on the top line 
with Kreider and Zibanejad. 

Gallant is now back at square one with the two Russian wings flanking 
the Rangers’ No. 1 center. It’s coming together much better this time 
around. 

The most important move was separating Panarin and Kane, who 
seemed to be deferring to one another and in turn, playing to the east-
west hockey in which the Rangers can get caught up. 

Now that that’s out of the way, Panarin, Zibanejad and Tarasenko have 
stood out. 

“It’s easy to play with Artemi and Mika,” Tarasenko said after the win. 
“Very good players. Play off each other’s games. We understand each 
other more, like where the guy will be so you don’t have to look around. 
I’m enjoying playing.” 

The Rangers will have a day off on Friday before hosting the Penguins 
again Saturday night at the Garden. 

They’ll have two more home games to wrap up their longest homestand 
of the season, in which they’ll host the Predators and Hurricanes. 
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Chris Kreider hits impressive goal milestone again while lauding Rangers' 
new depth 

 

Larry Brooks 

 

You know, 30 would have represented a significant number for Chris 
Kreider up until last season, when he became the fourth player in 
Rangers history to score as many as 50 goals in a season, following Vic 
Hadfield (50), Adam Graves (52) and Jaromir Jagr (54). 

Now, well, only 30 with 14 games to go in the season? 

“I’ve talked to the coaching staff and my objective has never been to 
match last year or to get to a certain number of goals,” Kreider told The 
Post after his two third-period goals Thursday night elevated his total to 
30 concurrent with elevating the Rangers to a 4-2 Garden victory over 
the Penguins. “It’s been to play the right way and be part of a winning 
program. 

“That’s what’s important.” 

Kreider has scored six goals in his last 10 games and eight in the last 14 
to hit 30 for the second time. Before last season, the wing’s single-
season high had peaked at 28 in both 2016-17 and 2018-19. His two 
most productive goal-scoring seasons have come at ages 30 and 31. 
That does not reflect the common career arc. 

“It’s about the team, right?” Kreider said. “And with the kind of depth we 
have, it reminds me of the teams we had here my first few years when 
we were going deep in the playoffs.” 

The Rangers didn’t quite put 60 minutes together Thursday. They 
allowed the Penguins to hang around long enough to tie the score 2-2 
midway through the third period after the Blueshirts had dominated the 
first period with an impressive ground attack that kept the puck below the 
Pittsburgh hash marks for shifts at a time. 

This one did not have the bite of the match last Sunday in Pittsburgh, in 
which the Penguins prevailed 3-2 in overtime in a chippy affair that 
turned nasty at times. There wasn’t much of that at all on Thursday, 
though there was an isolated first-period exchange of elbows to the head, 
Tyler Motte catching Jeff Petry with one before Motte, the Blueshirts’ 
fourth-line buzz saw, took one in turn from Pierre Olivier-Joseph. 

Some harm, no fouls. 

The Rangers do seem to be taking advantage of their uncommon talent 
on the top-six. They are 4-0-1 in their last five while securing a 10-point 
third-place lead over the Penguins. The effort no longer seems riddled 
with angst. The Blueshirts are getting to know one another while head 
coach Gerard Gallant is employing a four-line rotation. 

To wit: fourth-line center Barclay Goodrow got 13:16 of ice time, while 
first-line pivot Mika Zibanejad checked in with 17:54. Again, rolling in the 
deep. 

“The depth we have is so impressive, everyone talks about the top-six, 
but we’ve got the third line with [the Kids] holding the offensive zone and 
we’ve got that fourth line with Goody, Motter and Veese [Jimmy Vesey] 
that advances the puck up the ice and is so hard to play against. 

“We had a good team last year. We had depth. But we didn’t have depth 
like this.” 

In fact, as Kreider sat back, he flashed back to the start of his career, 
when the Blueshirts went to the conference finals three times in four 
years and to the Stanley Cup final once, in 2014. That group of teams 
has always served as a reference point for Kreider, the team’s senior 
player, who made his debut as a 20-year-old in Game 3 of the 2012 first 
round against Ottawa. 

“Think about it,” he said. “A lot of the time we had Rick Nash — Rick 
Nash — playing on the second line and the second power-play unit. 

“Come on.” 

Kreider and running buddy Mika Zibanejad had been on the Rangers’ 
first power-play unit for more than five years. It was automatic. The 
Rangers would go on the man-advantage. Kreider and Zibanejad would 
hop over the boards. Period after period, game after game, season after 
season. 

But now, well, not so fast. Kreider and Zibanejad are one half of a 1A-1B 
rotation in which, through five games, the units have alternated starts. 
Over this short stretch, Kreider is fifth among forwards in power-play 
time, while Zibanejad is sixth. 
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“How would like to be the opposing penalty kill coach game-planning 
against our different options?” Kreider said. “We all want to be a part of it 
and we’re all willingly making the adjustments to make our team better. 

“It’s not about self. It’s about the team. Kaner [Patrick Kane] is used to 
getting 24-25 minutes, Vladdy [Tarasenko] is used to getting big minutes. 
They’re taking less so that we can be more. If you’re playing a little less, 
you have the energy to move your feet more, to get in on the forecheck, 
to throw an extra check. 

“That’s what a successful team is about.” 
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Chris Kreider's late heroics propel Rangers past Penguins 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

As recently as a few days ago, the Rangers were struggling to take 
shape and seemingly headed for a slide in the standings. 

Now, they not only have taken significant strides toward finding their 
game, but they also have a 10-point cushion on the Penguins and a 
strong grip on third place in the Metropolitan Division, with the playoffs 
just a month away. 

Chris Kreider scored the go-ahead goal with 8:15 left in regulation before 
chipping in an empty-net score to give the Rangers a 4-2 win over the 
Penguins on Thursday night at Madison Square Garden. 

Oh, how much can change in the matter of a little over a week in the 
NHL. 

“I think [it was] a matter of time,” said Adam Fox, who skated without his 
usual defensive partner, Ryan Lindgren, for a ninth straight game. “I think 
also maybe we expected it just to be easy. We brought in a lot of skill and 
just thought we could skill our way against teams. 

“We’re playing the right way now and then that skill comes out. You need 
a little time to click with new guys and I think we’ve done a good job of 
that the last few games.” 

The Rangers, who lost in overtime Sunday at Pittsburgh in the first of 
three games in seven days between the teams, played fast on Thursday. 

They put the puck on net in different ways all game. 

They were also active away from the puck, while effectively executing 
give-and-go’s and cycling through the zone. 

It was still a neck-and-neck game between two teams that always seem 
to have some extra bite to their play when they face each other, 
especially after the seven-game, first-round playoff series last year. 

Jake Guentzel tied the score at 2-2 for the Penguins just over halfway 
through the final frame, when the Rangers’ fourth line had been on for a 
long shift and allowed Pittsburgh’s top unit to take advantage. 

Penguins captain Sidney Crosby fed Guentzel for the five-hole shot on 
Rangers goalie Igor Shesterkin. 

But Kreider scored twice within the span of 7:25 toward the end of the 
third period to push the Rangers ahead. 

After cleaning up a long shot from Fox to regain the lead, Kreider then 
scored his 30th goal of the season into an empty net later in the third. 

“The division is tight,” said Kreider, who has now reached the 30-goal 
mark for the second straight season. “Playoff race is tight. It’s a big win, 
big division win. A four-point game.” 

Tyler Motte, who plays so much bigger than his 5-foot-10 stature, pieced 
together another impactful game for the Rangers. 

In addition to giving the Rangers a 2-1 lead in the second period, when 
he stole the puck from Pierre-Olivier Joseph and buried it from in front of 
Pittsburgh’s net, Motte was everywhere, as usual. 

It was the first goal in the regular season for Motte with the Rangers, 
which he joined before the 2021-22 trade deadline. 

In addition to that tally, Motte, who missed two games this month with an 
upper-body injury, got the last word in a chippy game with Joseph. 

After Motte collided with Jeff Petry early on, which bounced the Penguins 
defenseman from the game, Joseph retaliated with a high-shouldered hit 
on the Rangers wing. 

But Motte was only in the Rangers locker room for a brief time before he 
returned to the ice. 

“I didn’t even know who it was to be honest with you,” Motte said. “It was 
just nice to see one go in the net. Kind of had a Grade-A opportunity in 
the slot there I think a shift before. Sometimes, you can get a little 
frustrated. But to see one go in, it gives you a little bit of confidence, for 
sure.” 
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Rangers vs. Penguins prediction: Thursday's NHL pick is all about 
goaltending 

 

Action Network 

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins and New York Rangers will play their second of 
three meetings this week on Thursday.  

A couple of weeks ago, it looked like a foregone conclusion that the 
Blueshirts would finish third in the Metropolitan Division and set up a 
Round 1 matchup with the New Jersey Devils. 

But a 7-2-1 stretch from the Pens coincided with a 5-5-2 run from the 
Rangers, and all of a sudden, these upcoming meetings have some 
jeopardy for both sides. 

Pittsburgh’s loss to Montreal on Tuesday night and New York’s win over 
Washington eased the burden on the Rangers a bit, but if the Pens can 
win these next two contests in regulation, they’ll only be four points back 
of the Blueshirts with 13 games left to play. 

Can Pittsburgh make things interesting with a win as a road underdog on 
Thursday night? 

Not only did the Penguins lose to the lowly Montreal Canadiens on 
Tuesday night, but they also saw two veteran defensemen — Jeff Petry 
and Jan Rutta — get injured. 

Neither Petry nor Rutta are top-pair players at this point in their careers, 
but Pittsburgh is already thin on the blueline with newly-acquired Dmitry 
Kulikov already out week to week.  

Pittsburgh’s depth at defense is just one of its flaws this season, but it’s 
far from the only one. 

The team’s bottom-six also has struggled for big chunks of the season, 
and the Pens addressed that issue by trading for Nick Bonino to settle in 
as the No. 4 center. 

Now Bonino is also hurt. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 17, 2023 

 

But none of these problems are as big as what is going on with the 
goaltending. 

Tristan Jarry has a .863 save percentage and has been pulled three 
times in nine games since returning from a hip injury, meaning the team 
will likely lean on Casey DeSmith down the stretch. 

DeSmith has solid numbers in 2022-23, but his career statistics rate him 
out as a No. 2 goaltender.  

The Penguins looked to have stabilized with their recent stretch of 
results, but the team is still struggling to prevent scoring chances. 

The Pens are creating enough offense to make up for it, but that job will 
only get harder with the injuries on the blueline and the inconsistency in 
goal.  

The Rangers have not been at their best for a bit now, but this matchup 
should set up well for them to exploit Pittsburgh’s leaky defense. 

The edge in goaltending is also quite stark. 

Penguins vs. Rangers pick 

Rangers -1.5 (+165, BetMGM) 
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Rangers' Jimmy Vesey reaps reward of risky 150-foot shot at empty net 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

 

It certainly wasn’t the safe play, but in Jimmy Vesey’s mind, it was the 
smart one. 

The Rangers were trying to protect a one-goal lead late in the third period 
Tuesday night against the Washington Capitals, and the Capitals had 
pulled their goaltender for the extra skater. Barclay Goodrow won a 
faceoff in the defensive zone and K’Andre Miller fished the puck off the 
boards and got it to Vesey in the slot. 

He skated to space and had a choice to make: The net was empty, but it 
was 150 feet away. And the puck was on his backhand. If he tried to 
shovel a shot toward the net, he might score an empty-net goal — or he 
might miss and be called for icing. 

He decided to go for it. 

“Some coaches or analytics people say if you have a shot, take it,’’ 
Vesey said Wednesday as the Rangers practiced before facing 
Pittsburgh on Thursday night at the Garden. “I believe in that, because I 
think, more often than not, it ices the game [if you score]. That being 
said, I was on my backhand with a couple people in front of me. So it 
probably wasn’t the best shot selection. But I hadn’t scored in a while, so 
. . . ’’ 

So he took the shot. And it went in, sealing a 5-3 win for the Rangers. 

It was his first goal since Jan. 27 against Vegas — also an empty-netter 
— and broke a 17-game drought. And no one was happier with Vesey’s 
decision to take the shot than coach Gerard Gallant, who said he has no 
problem risking an icing call if a player believes he has a good look at the 
empty net. 

“I want them to make strong plays,’’ Gallant said. “If they’ve got to ice the 
puck, you know what? You ice the puck . . . We’ve got good centermen, 
we’ll work hard on [winning the faceoff]. But I would sooner see a strong 
play made than a soft play made, where the puck was kept in the zone. If 
you have to ice the puck with a strong play, I’ve got no issue with that.’’ 

The goal happened to be the 10th of the season for Vesey, which was 
meaningful, too, for a guy whose career appeared to be floundering and 
who had come to training camp last fall on a professional tryout. 

“Ten goals is big,’’ he said. “I haven’t had [double-digit goals] in three 
years, or whatever it was, so it definitely feels good. That being said, I 
think I should have 15. But I think everyone probably says that every 
year.’’ 

Vesey, 29, had 16, 17 and 17 goals in his first three seasons in the NHL 
after signing with the Rangers in 2016 out of Harvard. But he hadn’t 
scored more than nine in a season since the Rangers traded him to 
Buffalo in the summer of 2019. 

After a couple of down seasons in Buffalo, Toronto and Vancouver, he 
went to New Jersey last season on a training camp tryout and reinvented 
himself there as a fourth-liner/penalty-killer. This season, he has become 
an invaluable role player with the Rangers. 

He played on the top three lines for most of the season, but after the 
acquisitions of Vladimir Tarasenko and Patrick Kane, he has settled into 
a fourth-line role, playing with Goodrow and Tyler Motte. 

Those three were the Rangers’ best line in Sunday’s game against the 
Penguins in Pittsburgh and were good again against Washington. And 
Vesey thinks the trio can play a significant part going forward. 

“I think we can be an asset for the team,’’ he said. “[Against Washington], 
we started the game and we played a lot against [Evgeny] Kuznetsov’s 
line. I thought we did a really good job defending. And then Turk [Gallant] 
had us out five-on-six. So it’s a big kind of boost of confidence when the 
coach puts you out there late in the game.’’ 

Notes & quotes: Defenseman Ryan Lindgren missed his ninth 
consecutive game with an upper-body injury. Gallant said Lindgren 
skated on his own and he remains hopeful that he will play on Saturday 
or Sunday. Gallant, however, said he had hoped Lindgren would have 
played before now. 
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Rangers flash some playoff-style swagger: Fourth-line goals, top-line 
defense 

 

Arthur Staple 

 

NEW YORK — There goes deadline acquisition Tyler Motte, scoring a 
big goal. 

There goes deadline(ish) acquisition Vladimir Tarasenko, tying up Sidney 
Crosby’s stick to prevent a tying goal late. 

Wait — are we sure about who did what there? We are. And that’s one of 
the most encouraging aspects of Thursday’s 4-2 win over the Penguins, 
a playoff-style win over a frequent playoff opponent in a sold-out Madison 
Square Garden with hints of spring in the air. 

Tarasenko has 11 points in 17 games as a Ranger now and he had an 
assist on Mika Zibanejad’s game-opener in the first period on Thursday. 
That’s the stuff that GM Chris Drury brought Tarasenko here to do. 
Maybe folks around here aren’t accustomed to seeing Tarasenko’s 
biggest play of the night, when he tied up Crosby just long enough to 
allow Igor Shesterkin to move a rebound out of danger in the closing 
minutes of the third with the Rangers up a goal. 

“Sometimes you end up in situations where you try to break the plays 
(up),” Tarasenko said. “We obviously have a lot of scoring chances, but 
sometimes it’s time to defend.” 
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Tarasenko’s chemistry with Zibanejad is growing by the game. It’s a huge 
development for the top six, as is Patrick Kane starting to mesh with 
Chris Kreider and Vincent Trocheck — that line hasn’t been as strong as 
the Artemi Panarin-Zibanejad-Tarasenko line, but it’s coming. Kreider’s 
winner with 8:15 to go was vintage No. 20, spinning off Brian Dumoulin to 
find a blocked shot at his feet and deposit it behind Tristan Jarry. 

Kreider did all his 52-goal damage last season alongside Zibanejad, his 
BFF. If Kreider — who also hit the empty net to notch 30 goals for the 
season — can become just as effective on Kane’s opposite wing as he’s 
been with Zibanejad, then the Rangers will be as Drury envisioned when 
he brought two top-six All-Stars in: Hard to handle, even for opponents 
with a quality top-four defense. 

And if Tarasenko, who also crunched Crosby into the wall earlier in the 
same shift in which he made the stellar defensive play, can bring some of 
that away-from-the-puck effort, all the better. 

“It shows you the buy-in from this group,” Motte said. “We’ve got a lot of 
guys that are known for putting the puck in the net, but when you see 
guys blocking shots, putting their bodies on the line for one another, it 
goes a long way.” 

Motte’s goal did too, a quick answer after a quiet Penguins team got on 
the board at 14:40 of the second. Motte jumped onto a puck given away 
when Pierre-Olivier Joseph stumbled and Motte beat Jarry five-hole at 
16:53, providing another bit of playoff atmosphere to this one — the quick 
answer after a Penguins goal that could have given the visitors some life. 

THE JUICE STRIKES BACK. pic.twitter.com/ao3AaTP5Pb 

— New York Rangers (@NYRangers) March 17, 2023 

It was Motte’s first regular-season goal in 19 games as a Ranger over 
two seasons and, as with everything it seems Motte does in a Ranger 
uniform, it came at a price. He briefly left the game after taking a high hit 
from Joseph in the first. It was reminiscent of the high hit that knocked 
him out of Kane’s first game, against the Senators, and kept Motte out for 
a week; he also took a high hit from the Penguins’ Anthony Angello last 
season that derailed Motte’s regular season, costing him a month and 
most of the first-round series against Pittsburgh. 

“Sometimes those plays happen,” he said. “Smaller guy, sticks, elbows, 
things end up high. You just kind of gather yourself and go back to work.” 

Motte’s arrival, along with the Tarasenko/Kane arrivals, has created 
some concerns for the coaching staff when it comes to the top six but 
none when it comes to Gerard Gallant’s fourth line. Motte, Barclay 
Goodrow and Jimmy Vesey have each contributed goals in the last three 
games and all have gotten over 10 minutes of even-strength time in each 
of those games. It’s a huge upgrade from just about any point in the last 
two seasons, when Gallant would routinely skip the fourth line and have 
to push some of his underachieving forwards into bigger minutes late in 
games simply because they could give him a scoring option. 

And if there’s concern about a team that doesn’t have enough grit, well, 
Motte isn’t afraid to stir it up. He jousted with Tom Wilson on Tuesday, 
took a few licks on Thursday after an accidental elbow caught Jeff Petry 
flush in the jaw early in the game, and is always is willing to mix it up, as 
are his line mates. They play the playoff style and take that burden off 
their teammates. 

“Hopefully we can start to solidify what we want to look like and how we 
want to play,” Motte said. “I think the three of us have a pretty good idea 
of what that is. We’ve seen it work the past few nights.” 

So it’s Motte scoring key goals and Tarasenko making key defensive 
plays. We clear? When playoff time comes, everyone has to do whatever 
it takes. These new-look Rangers started that process in earnest on 
Thursday. 
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Canadian twins have rocked the boat, and won, in Sweden. Will the NHL 
notice? 

 

Max Bultman 

17-21 minutes 17/03/2023 

 

ÄNGELHOLM, Sweden — The drive to Catena Arena takes you past 
rows of picturesque houses and a vast, grassy pasture, where blanketed 
horses graze through winter. It’s quiet and idyllic, as you’d expect in a 
Swedish city of 40,000. 

Once you take the turn left into the parking lot, though, the small-town 
feel ebbs. The arena holds 6,310 fans, and it vibrates with their chants 
and their songs. 

Down in the locker room on game night, as the crowd’s song gives way 
to piped-in Guns N’ Roses, you can see the former player inside of Chris 
Abbott awaken. Only now, as general manager, he has no recourse but 
to fidget, tapping a water bottle against his side as his team takes the ice. 

“Let’s go win a hockey game,” says the team’s longtime equipment 
manager, Frederik “Fidde” Andersen, as Abbott exits the room and heads 
to his suite. 

This is the same program that gave Abbott and his twin brother Cam — 
now Rögle’s head coach — their start in the Swedish Hockey League 
nearly 15 years ago. When they arrived as import players from Canada, 
the club lived in the league’s fringes, up and down like clockwork 
between the SHL and the second-division Allsvenskan. 

Now, much has changed. Long after playing one year for the club in 
2008-09, the Abbotts returned to Ängelholm in 2017, taking over the 
club’s operations midseason with big ambitions. 

Historically, Rögle had been “happy to be here” in the SHL, Andersen 
says. But the Abbotts wanted to win it. And they said so. Out loud. 

“At the beginning we laughed at it, and we thought of it as good 
headlines for us,” says Daniel Rooth, sports editor and columnist for the 
local newspaper, Helsingborgs Dagblad. 

Instead, they made headlines for a different reason. The club made a run 
to the SHL final in 2021, finishing in the league’s regular-season top 
three each of the last three seasons. Last year, they won the European 
Champions Hockey League, the first major championship in club history. 
Along the way, Rögle has developed elite NHL prospects, including the 
Red Wings’ Moritz Seider and 2022 No. 8 pick Marco Kasper. Now, 
inevitably, the Abbotts’ names have begun to pop up in the NHL’s orbit. 

The narrative is, admittedly, hard to resist: twin Canadian brothers — 
labeled the “reverse Sedins” in their playing days — taking a club from 
worst to first in a land far away, destined to someday do the same in the 
NHL, and helping to break the barrier for coaches and executives in 
Europe in the process. 

Around Rögle, there are many who believe that day could (and should) 
come for their leaders. Even now, in the midst of perhaps their most 
trying season yet, as Rögle and the Abbotts try to satisfy their club’s 
raised ambitions, the fact this arena in a small corner of Southwest 
Sweden has begun to capture the hockey world’s attention shows why. 

“Before they came, I don’t think there was one single person here that 
thought this could be an SM-Gold-winning team,” Rooth says. “I think that 
has changed completely.” 

Rögle goaltender Christoffer Rifalk takes the ice at Catena Arena. 
(Allison Farrand for The Athletic) 

The Abbotts’ long road to the SHL is a story of its own. Raised in Sarnia, 
Ontario, their hockey careers took them to Cornell for college, then 
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Shreveport, La., and then Norway, before Rögle gave them a chance in 
one of the top leagues in Europe. 

The club had just been promoted after a long run in the second-tier 
league, and in Year 1 the Abbotts were their two leading scorers. They 
left for Luleå, an established SHL power in the North, after that season, 
and at the end of that following year, Rögle found itself relegated once 
again. 

This, for a time, was just Rögle’s lot in life: They earned their way back to 
the SHL in 2012, then were relegated in 2013; promoted in 2015, then 
back on the brink in the 2016-17 season, narrowly avoiding another 
relegation. 

By that 2016-17 season, Cam had retired as a player and was coaching 
junior players in Växjö. Chris was in his final season, captaining HV71 to 
an SHL championship — albeit one that saw him miss the final due to a 
career-ending broken neck suffered in practice just days before the 
championship series began. In 2017, he was working in player 
development for HV71 when the opportunity came to interview with 
Rögle’s then-CEO Marcus Thuresson. 

He and Cam put together a plan on how they might approach coming into 
the team. In his mind, that plan was for the following season. But with the 
team struggling and another relegation possible, the switch came 
midseason. 

“I think it was the first day, at a meeting (with the team), I think we were 
sitting there for an hour and they were talking about, ‘We’re gonna win,'” 
recalls Linus Sandin, one of the team’s forwards. 

In the 14-team SHL, being one of the 10 teams to make the postseason 
was one thing. Winning it was something else. 

It may sound obvious — or even rote — that new coaches and 
management would come into a new job intending to win in a competitive 
league. In Sweden, though, this drew attention. Some of the league’s 
other coaches even told Abbott they felt it was inappropriate. 

“When you’re a bottom team,” says Rögle’s now-captain Anton 
Bengtsson, “that’s not Swedish to say that.” 

Lagom is a Swedish word and philosophy that, as Cam Abbott puts it, 
“means everything is just right.” Not too much. Not too little. 

For so long, Rögle had been content surviving in the SHL. In an instant, 
their ambitions were very publicly beyond that. 

“For sure, that was a little bit un-Swedish,” Chris Abbott acknowledges. 
“But that’s the way we truly feel, and felt at the time, and I would do it the 
same way. I mean, in fact, if I was to roll back the clock, I think to even 
make that assertion even stronger and make some decisions even 
quicker.” 

Rooth, who has covered the club for more than 20 years, is quick to note: 
Rögle had been growing economically even before the Abbotts arrived. 
And the city, while comparatively small, is extremely devoted to its team. 

Walk the streets of Ängelholm, and you see green Rögle flags on 
storefronts and homes. Rooth says Rögle “is the city,” and Andersen 
guesses that of the 40,000 people who live here, around 25,000 have 
likely come to Catena for a game. 

“They live and die by the team, which is great,” says forward Adam 
Tambellini, a Canadian who has played for the team since 2020. “It’s so 
much different from a game back home. It’s just one of those things, you 
have to come here and see it to really feel the full experience.” 

Taken together, then, the ground was fertile for a big step forward. 
Players embraced the raised bar. Practices got harder. 

“The mindset changed really quick,” Sandin says. 

And yet, that alone was not going to change the team’s fortunes. 

“It’s not just like they’re Canadians and they said that they want to win 
and then it happened,” says Hampus Sjöström, the club’s assistant GM 
for the last two seasons. “They made a lot of good choices along the 
way.” 

Cam Abbott. (Allison Farrand for The Athletic) 

When Shawn Horcoff first met the Abbotts, he was making a similar 
transition. Horcoff had just retired after a long NHL career and was 
working in the Red Wings’ front office on assignment in Sweden when 
Chris Abbott came over and introduced himself. 

As they talked, Horcoff understood their vision. Knowing it would be hard 
at first to get star players, they would focus on development — bringing 
in good young players, growing them, and then as they made an impact 
on the men’s team, results would improve and start attracting even more 
talent. 

“They had a clear-cut plan of how they wanted to run that team and 
where it was going in the near future, 1-2 years out, and how they were 
going to execute it,” Horcoff says. 

Chris says the team looks for three main attributes in players in addition 
to character as a bedrock: competitiveness, skating and hockey sense. 

And behind the bench, Cam is “in the fight with you,” Tambellini says. 
“He wants to win. He lives this. He breathes this. This is what he’s all 
about. Same with Chris. And I think our whole staff is like that. It’s an all-
in kind of thing.” 

In 2018-19, their first full season, the club added 17-year-old forward Nils 
Höglander and played him 50 games on the men’s team, turning him into 
a second-round NHL draft pick of the Canucks. The next year they 
picked up Rangers draft pick Adam Edström, threw him right into the fire 
and finished third in the regular-season standings. 

In 2020-21, they landed Seider while the NHL and AHL sorted through 
COVID-19 uncertainty and helped him reach a new level. They lured 
Tambellini, a former AHLer who had been playing in the Allsvenskan, 
and helped him develop into an SHL star and eventually an Olympian for 
Canada. Homegrown product Simon Ryfors blossomed, earning a 
contract with the Lightning. 

It’s not just finding and recruiting talented players, either. When Cam 
talks about his brother, he’s quick to note Chris is good at “evaluating 
how players will fit within our team.” 

Around Sweden, other young players took notice. Before 2021-22, 
Rangers third-round pick Oliver Tärnstrom and Red Wings second-
rounder William Wallinder flocked to Ängelholm. They’d heard about how 
the club worked with its young players — and Wallinder’s trajectory 
quickly made a sharp upward pivot. This year, Canadiens third-round 
pick Adam Engström joined the fold and became a real SHL contributor 
at just 19. 

Even beyond Sweden, players like Austrian Marco Kasper chose Rögle 
for formative years. After two years in the system, he was playing a key 
role in the SHL playoffs and was a top-10 pick last summer. 

“Their development structure is excellent,” says Horcoff, who was 
promoted to assistant GM by the Red Wings last season. “Their off-ice 
strength program is excellent. Their coaching philosophy — one thing 
about Cam is he really preaches intensity and work ethic and high pace, 
and that kind of stuff is how you get better, (with) intense and competitive 
practices, high-pace practices.” 

Rögle went to the SHL Championship series in 2021, and then topped 
the regular-season standings and won the Champions Hockey League — 
at home, no less — in 2022. 

“It’s always been a dream to win something here,” Andersen says. “And 
then to do it, it’s like, the best feeling ever. You want to do it again.” 

A young fan at a Rögle game at Catena Arena in Ängelholm, Sweden. 
(Allison Farrand for The Athletic) 
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With that kind of quick turnaround in one of the world’s top hockey 
leagues, it seems only natural that NHL curiosity would follow. 

Cultivating an identity, finding players — especially young players — who 
fit it, and developing them is what every NHL organization strives for. In 
Ängelholm, the Abbotts have done it. 

In recent years, however, coaches and executives jumping from Europe 
to the NHL and AHL have been few and far between. A rare example: 
Chicago hired Canadian-born Jeremy Colliton to coach its AHL affiliate in 
Rockford after he led Mora IK out of the Allsvenskan in 2017. The 
Blackhawks eventually promoted him to NHL coach. 

The path for true Europeans has been even more limited — Colliton 
brought over Tomas Mitell (a former assistant coach of his in Sweden) to 
his NHL staff, but no European has been hired as an NHL head coach 
since Ivan Hlinka and Alpo Suhonen in 2000-01. 

The league does have two European general managers in Columbus’ 
Jarmo Kekalainen and Vancouver’s Patrik Allvin, but only Kekalainen 
actually worked as a manager in Europe, and he did so while also having 
extensive experience in NHL front offices. 

There’s no single answer for why the pipeline from Europe has been so 
untapped. One element could be the larger ice in Europe, and the 
different play style it nurtures (more possession-based, with more time, 
and not as physical). But beyond that, the simplest guess might be the 
best one: It can often be most comfortable to hire out of the pathways 
that are already producing success, such as the AHL and college and 
junior hockey. 

There may be differences between the play style, or the structure of the 
league. But at some point, scouting is scouting, managing is managing, 
coaching is coaching, and hockey is hockey. 

And already, there are those in NHL front offices who have followed the 
Abbotts’ rise and believe they could one day make the leap. 

“I haven’t talked to them personally about that,” Horcoff says of the idea 
of the Abbotts returning to North America. “But if they wanted to, I’m sure 
they could easily do it.” 

When asked, Chris grants that he “absolutely” could see himself and his 
brother one day being open to the NHL. 

But neither Abbott is especially eager to delve too deep into the subject. 

“I don’t even really want to talk about that,” Cam says, when asked if he’s 
thinking about that jump. “But to answer your question directly, no. … I’m 
a little bit flattered, but no. I’ve just been so entrenched in trying to win a 
championship here. I think it’s important to (be) committed to being here 
and to keeping the head down, working at that. Family’s here, kids are in 
school. It would be a big, family type of decision to ever talk even about 
those types of opportunities should they come up.” 

“We’ve got an unbelievable situation here, both personally with our 
families, the people we get to work with here, the organization, the 
sponsorship,” Chris says. “Specifically the board and the trust we have 
from them. That’s not something you find really easily, and something 
that would be tough to move on from.” 

The point Cam raised about his family is a major one. While Chris’ wife, 
Kendall, is from Michigan, Cam’s wife, Malin, is from Sweden. Both have 
families now, and this season, in what little spare time he has, Cam is 
coaching his oldest son, William, for Rögle’s youngest age group, the 
2015 birth year. 

Among the things Cam likes about the setup in Sweden is the 
connectivity from the senior team all the way down to the under-8s. His 
son’s team practices twice a week, right next door, and wears the same 
uniform as the professionals. Sometimes, players like Kasper and 
Tärnstrom will come skate with them, to the kids’ delight. And while 
having the local SHL coach on their staff would normally be about as big 
as it can get for those kids, it’s actually not the case for this team, which 
counts Red Wings legend Henrik Zetterberg among its parent-coaches. 

“I try and tell William, ‘stop watching Daddy,'” Cam says, “‘and keep an 
eye on the guy with the red gloves over there.’” 

The joy in his voice talking about those experiences — even when he 
laments “but gosh, it’s tough when we lose, and they tell me about it 
when I come into the rink” — is palpable. 

Cam is a coach whose job is almost always to think in the now. Chris is a 
GM, which by definition demands a longer-term perspective. That’s a 
dynamic that has surely helped shape their current success. But for twin 
brothers whose careers have been about as shared as pro sports can 
possibly allow for, there’s an inevitable curiosity, too: What if North 
America calls to them at different times? 

“Who knows what the future holds?” Chris says. “I couldn’t tell you. Just 
enjoying having our kids growing up around each other, 700 meters apart 
(between) our houses, and working together every day — it’s been fun. It 
is fun.” 

Chris Abbott. (Allison Farrand for The Athletic) 

For as much as Rögle has grown — and won — since the Abbotts 
arrived, they still have not yet won the SHL championship. And that fact 
is certainly on their mind. 

“I want to win a championship with this club,” Cam says. “It was nice to 
win the Champions Hockey League last year, but yeah, winning an SHL 
championship is something (we’ve) been grinding for and we’ll keep 
grinding for it. But … it’s never going to come easy.” 

This year, that’s been especially true. After three straight years in the 
league’s top three, Rögle had to go through the play-in round to make the 
playoffs, amid a season in which seemingly everything that could go 
wrong did. But the bedrock of the organization’s transformation is still 
there. 

Up in the management suite during a game, the fire and passion that 
changed Rögle’s culture is clear in Chris, whether he’s fist pumping after 
a goal, or thinking out loud about the team’s play at the net front. 

One of Chris’ heroes growing up as a player was Steve Yzerman, and 
he’s developed a similar affinity for Yzerman’s work in management, first 
in Tampa Bay and then in Detroit. He even stops in Detroit at times, to 
observe and talk with Horcoff and Yzerman. 

And one of the best compliments you can pay to Yzerman as a general 
manager is that when he left the Lightning in 2019, the organization kept 
on humming without him, winning consecutive Stanley Cups. That was 
partly due to the players he brought in, of course, but also a testament to 
the personnel he worked with in the front office, including now-GM Julien 
BriseBois. 

Maybe it should be no surprise, then, that in Ängelholm, Chris says his 
role has in part been “collecting people.” That includes Sjöström — a 
former administrator with the Swedish Ice Hockey Federation who joined 
the club as an assistant GM two years ago. And analyst Zach Ellenthal, 
an American-born analyst for the team who formerly ran the SHL 
analytics website Svengelska Hockey. The club even has a new CEO, 
Daniel Koch, a business leader who Chris says has “just been amazing” 
during the club’s growth. 

Viewing Rögle’s transformation primarily as a means to an NHL end, of 
course, would be missing the point. But these people, if the Abbotts ever 
were to move on, are part of the reason Rögle would not have to just 
revert back to what it was before. 

“This is kind of the identity of the club now,” Andersen says. 

As much as anything, that kind of transformation is why anyone who 
hasn’t yet noticed the Abbotts will before long. Someday, that may well 
lead to even brighter lights and an even bigger challenge. 

Maybe soon, or maybe not. Maybe together, or maybe apart. That’s all 
off in the distance. 

For now, though, perhaps everything is just right. 
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Quebec’s major junior hockey league bans fighting as part of intended 
culture change 

 

Marc Antoine Godin 

3-4 minutes 16/03/2023 

 

New Quebec Major Junior Hockey League (QMJHL) commissioner Mario 
Cecchini expressed Thursday the need for a culture change, and a ban 
on fighting will be a part of that change. Here’s what you need to know: 

Cecchini, who is replacing Gilles Courteau after his 37-year tenure ended 
amidst the hazing scandal that shook the Canadian Hockey League, 
addressed the topic during his introductory news conference, saying, “I 
think we just need to adjust, at least on the things that have been 
discussed, like fighting and hazing.” 

The QMJHL governors voted two weeks ago on a new rule that would 
see players involved in a fight given a game misconduct. While details 
still need to be finalized, there will be consideration given if one player 
defends himself against an obvious instigator. 

The president of the QMJHL executive committee Richard Létourneau, 
who headed the search that led to Cecchini’s hire, confirmed that the 
league was going ahead with a fighting ban after years of political 
pressure. 

What they’re saying 

“We obviously have to improve on these situations, and even eliminate 
them in some cases,” Cecchini said about instances of fighting and 
hazing. “How do you make a culture change? With a lot of determination, 
with a lot of conviction, and with a lot of precision and clarity in how you 
expect everyone to behave. For me, that’s going to be paramount.” 

On Thursday, Létourneau confirmed that the QMJHL members’ 
assembly endorsed the ban on fighting on Feb. 23. 

“Yes, fights are prohibited,” Létourneau said. “Now the details have to be 
finalized. We have an expanded hockey committee, made up of general 
managers, coaches and owners, to come up with a way to apply this rule 
and have it accepted by the minister and have it ratified at our June 
members’ assembly.” 

Backstory 

In September 2020, the QMJHL changed its rule on fighting, adding a 10-
minute misconduct to the usual five minutes for a fighting penalty, and a 
one-game suspension for any player who has accumulated three fights in 
the season. This change was in reaction to pressure from Quebec’s 
Minister for Education at the time, Isabelle Charest, who was threatening 
to withhold financial aid to the league’s 12 teams based in Quebec. 

Despite the recent vote, Charest, who is now Quebec’s minister of 
sports, recreation and the outdoors, is asking for a suspension to be 
added to the game misconduct. She has not ruled out the possibility of 
forcing the league to adopt it through the provincial act respecting safety 
in sports. 

“We don’t want to get to that point,” Charest told Le Journal de Québec 
on March 7. “The application of such a measure is their decision. They 
have the expertise and experience to implement the various regulations. 
But I still reiterated the need for something that, in my opinion, and that of 
many other leagues in the world, is non-negotiable.” 
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Behind the Marc-Andre Fleury-Jordan Binnington fight that almost 
happened 

 

Joe Smith 

7-9 minutes 16/03/2023 

 

ST. LOUIS — Marc-Andre Fleury was about to get surrounded by 
reporters late Wednesday night, which is what happens when you nearly 
get in a goalie fight. 

And Fleury’s Wild goalie tandem partner Filip Gustavsson gave him 
some tips. 

“Tell them he didn’t want to fight you,” Gustavsson said, smiling. “He was 
scared.” 

Fleury just laughed. This game, the most entertaining of the Wild’s 
season, needed no extra spice. There were plenty of juicy quotes and 
colorful moment from what the national-television audience had just 
witnessed. There was a hat trick. A match penalty. A crazy comeback. 
An 8-5 Wild victory that extended their franchise-record point streak to 14 
games (11-0-3). 

But what everyone will remember is the fight that could have been. The 
image of Fleury racing out to the Blues zone to go after Jordan 
Binnington, who had just thrown a sucker punch to Ryan Hartman after 
the Wild center clipped him following his second-period goal. Fleury 
heard Binnington hit one of his teammates in the crotch with his stick in 
the first period, so when Binnington hit Hartman in the face with the 
pointy end of his blocker, the veteran goaltender had enough. 

“I felt that was my guy,” Fleury said. “I had to take care of him.” 

Fleury tossed off his helmet and rolled up his sleeves. The crowd was 
jacked. 

As Ric Flair, fittingly at the game, would say, “WOOOOOOO!” 

“It kind of felt like it was our moment,” Binnington said. 

“Old school hockey,” Wild coach Dean Evason said. 

“It would have been good for the league,” Brayden Schenn said. “People 
talk about that stuff.” 

Fleury has talked about getting in a fight as one of the last things on the 
bucket list of a Hall of Fame career. But veteran refs Kelly Sutherland 
and Gord Dwyer held both goalies back. Told them it wasn’t going to 
happen. 

“It would have been fun,” Fleury said. “The crowd was up on their feet. I 
never had a fight in my career, so it would have been pretty cool. Too 
bad.” 

Where do we even start with this one? 

The fact former Blues Cup champ Oskar Sundqvist scored the tying goal 
in his return to St. Louis — and was a footnote — says all you need to 
know about how wild this game was. Or the fact defenseman Jake 
Middleton got sick in the afternoon, so the Wild had to rush scheduled 
scratch Calen Addison to the arena, and he showed up just before 
warmups. The game looked like it was going to be boring, a Minnesota 
streak snapper, as they fell behind 3-1 after the first period. 

Then came a first intermission heart-to-heart. 
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“We were frustrated,” defenseman Alex Goligoski said. “It didn’t seem 
like we were getting the bounces and it felt like we were playing OK, just 
making mistakes and it ended up in our net. We refocused, said the right 
things. 

“‘We’re going to win this game. Just go to work.'” 

They did just that. John Klingberg started it off with his first goal with 
Minnesota, a floating shot from the point. Then Sundqvist tied it from his 
office, the blue paint. And Mason Shaw continued the fourth line’s hot 
streak by scoring the team’s third goal in a 1:58 stretch. 

That’s when Binnington — known for his outbursts — started chirping the 
Wild bench. Ryan Reaves and Shaw gave it back. 

What did Binnington say? 

“I don’t know,” Reaves said. “He had marbles in his mouth. I couldn’t 
understand.” 

“You just knew he was going to do something at some point,” Hartman 
said. 

Six minutes later, all hell broke loose. 

Hartman scored a power-play goal to give the Wild the lead for good. He 
tried to skate toward the corner for the celebration, but momentum took 
Hartman in the direction of a still-sprawled-out Binnington. Hartman 
clipped Binnington’s pad as he tried to lift his skate over him. 

Binnington immediately got up, charged into the celebration and hit 
Hartman with his blocker. 

“Nothing new from him,” Hartman said. “He’s been doing stuff like that for 
a while.” 

“It was a hard game,” Binnington said. “They’re a tough team to play 
against. They’re hard around the net, and I just felt it gets to a certain 
point … goals were going in, so it was frustrating. I just felt, yeah, that 
was the moment.” 

Binnington was given a five-minute match penalty. He was ejected. But 
he decided that was the moment he was going to go up to center ice and 
pump up the crowd. 

“I don’t exactly know what he was doing,” said Reaves, who played for 
St. Louis while Binnington was making his way through the team’s minor-
league system. “He just got buried on, took a five-minute penalty and 
he’s trying to fire up the crowd? It was a weird time to fire up the crowd. 
Hey, appreciate the power play I guess.” 

Reaves joked on the TNT pregame show he was on a “heater” 
offensively after his Gordie Howe hat trick Sunday in Arizona. And 
Reaves kept it going with a goal and an assist, marking the first time in 
his 800-plus-game career he’s had back-to-back multi-point games. It’s 
just the fourth time he’s scored in consecutive games. 

“Kirill (Kaprizov) is out. I’ve got to step up. That lands on my shoulders,” 
Reaves quipped. “Everyone has been stepping up.” 

The Wild, stunningly, have racked up 17 goals in the first three games 
since Kaprizov got injured (putting him out for three to four weeks). It was 
the eighth time in franchise history the Wild scored eight goals in a game 
and the third time on the road. 

“Like we’ve said, ‘Who needs Kirill?'” Evason joked. 

Evason said assistant Brett McLean came in at the second intermission 
and said, “Boy there was a lot to unpack in that period.” The Wild head 
coach said you never want to see your goalie fight, but he loved the idea 
of guys sticking together. The Binnington charge and ensuing melee 
didn’t bother him. 

“Old school hockey,” he said. “Looked familiar to me.” 

Fleury said a few days ago that he wouldn’t mind getting in a fight. He 
noted that he got in one in junior and broke his knuckle, forcing him to 

miss a few weeks. “It’s the end of our season, so no time for that,” he 
said. “It’s not the right time to fool around.” 

By Wednesday, he had changed his mind. It didn’t take him long to 
decide he’d go for it. 

“That one was pretty quick,” Fleury said. “One of the guys said 
(Binnington) hit them in the nutsack. Can I say nutsack? Then when I 
saw him throw another one at our guy, that was the time.” 

Reaves, one of the league’s top fighters, said he gave Fleury tips before 
the game just in case he got into a bout. “He said he wanted it,” Reaves 
said. “Those two have been going back and forth. I wish the refs would 
have let him go.” 

“You just would’ve loved to see it: Binner versus Marc-Andre Fleury on 
TNT,” Schenn said. “If you’re looking for viewership and ratings and 
people talking about the game, that’s one way to do it.” 
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16 Stats: Kings on the rise, Bruins regression, Jared Spurgeon’s 
defensive excellence 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn 

17-21 minutes 16/03/2023 

 

Heading into the All-Star break, one team in the thick of the playoff race 
stuck out like a sore thumb. The Los Angeles Kings were 28-18-7 and 
owners of the league’s 13th-best record, yet somehow had a minus-13 
goal differential. They were the only team in a playoff spot in the 
negatives. 

The Kings, who were on pace for 97 points at the time, had the same 
goal differential as the Red Wings (on pace for 85 points) and a worse 
differential than the Senators (on pace for 84 points). Based on goal 
differential — which generally lines up very well with the standings — the 
Kings were extremely fortunate to have the record they had. They 
should’ve been closer to Ottawa and Detroit, not Edmonton (plus-26) and 
Colorado (plus-16). ‘Fake good.’ 

A look at the standings now tells a similar story at a glance. The Kings 
are tied for the seventh-best record, a 105-point pace, but are still only 
plus-6. That’s sandwiched between Dallas (plus-51) and Tampa Bay 
(plus-30). Plus-6 is a lot closer to Pittsburgh (95-point pace) and 
Washington (87-point pace), suggesting the Kings should be a lot closer 
to the playoff cutoff rather than a playoff lock. 

It’s not ideal, but it’s also a reflection of what the Kings used to be and 
not what they’ve been of late — a Western Conference steamroller. A 
team that’s starting to look ‘Actually Good.’ 

Since the All-Star break, the Kings are 11-2-2, owners of the league’s 
second-best record while sporting a plus-19 goal differential. They’re 
winning games decisively with seven wins by two or more goals in 15 
contests. Prior to that stretch, the Kings had just 12 wins in 53 tries by 
two or more goals, going 12-15. Their record was fuelled by a 16-3-7 
record in one-goal games, something that’s usually more prone to luck 
than skill. 

Since the All-Star break, though, it’s been all about talent rather than 
luck. The team is clicking in all situations and is looking like a scary draw 
come playoff time. Here’s where the Kings rank in a few key categories 
with comparisons to before the All-Star break. 
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There isn’t a single facet of the ice the Kings haven’t improved on. 
They’re generating more chances and finishing them while not sacrificing 
much defensively and receiving much improved goaltending. It’s led to a 
huge shift in their scoring chance at five-on-five and an even bigger shift 
in their goals share. On special teams, their power play has remained 
elite, but there’s more substance to it now with stronger chance 
generation. On the penalty kill, the team has cut down chances a bit 
while seeing a huge improvement in goals against. That might be the 
biggest difference. 

All of that has been extremely encouraging, but as strong as those 15 
games have been, it doesn’t mean we can completely ignore the 53 that 
came before it. It’ll take more than a hot stretch to be completely 
convinced, but with it, the Kings are making it known they’re worth paying 
attention to in the Western Conference hierarchy. 

Los Angeles is trending in the right direction and if this is its ‘A-game,’ the 
team is going to be a very tough draw in the spring. 

16 Stats 

1. Vladislav Gavrikov’s early returns in Los Angeles may be the quickest 
bowl of crow I’ll ever eat. It’s still early (and yes I’d still prefer the Kings 
traded for Jakob Chychrun), but his numbers have been unbelievable. 
Since joining the Kings he’s been on the ice for 71 percent of the 
expected goals while outscoring opponents 7-1. Relative to teammates 
the Kings’ goal differential jumps by 2.64 per 60, their goal differential by 
3.44, and their shot attempt differential by over 20. He’s been a 
revelation next to Matt Roy, giving the Kings a strong second pair behind 
Drew Doughty and Mikey Anderson. 

That was a bit hard to imagine given his numbers in Columbus, where it 
felt like he was part of the problem on an awful team. Role and fit matter 
and he’s found a better one in Los Angeles. 

We’ll see if it continues, but it’s worth noting it was a similar story for Ben 
Chiarot last spring. He flipped the script on his five-on-five impacts with 
Florida during the regular season only to see his relative numbers return 
to where they were in Montreal during the playoffs, and become even 
worse in Detroit. Gavrikov has been amazing so far, no question, but a 
small sample can do funny things. 

2. Since returning from a successful stint in the minors, scoring 15 points 
in 16 games, Quinton Byfield has found himself spending a lot of time on 
a line with Anze Kopitar and Adrian Kempe. The trio has really sparked 
the Kings’ ascent, outscoring teams 22-8 while earning 53.4 percent of 
the expected goals. That plus-14 goal differential ranks fourth in the 
league behind Dallas’ top line, Toronto’s top line and Boston’s second 
line. Good company. 

In that time, Byfield has 15 points in 31 games and 2.03 points-per-60 at 
five-on-five — solid numbers for a 20-year-old. 

It seems like Byfield is finally starting to figure things out at the NHL level, 
but there are still some red flags that give pause. His on-ice shooting 
percentage since the call-up is 12.4 percent, a mark that would rank in 
the league’s top 15 and is prone to regression. He’s earning a point on 
just 54 percent of goals at five-on-five which suggests his linemates are 
doing a lot of the heavy lifting. And he’s only scored 0.16 goals-per-60 
despite generating 0.71 expected goals-per-60. 

Byfield has been good and it’s nice he’s found a home on the top line — 
but there’s still work to be done until he’s a legitimate top-six forward. It’ll 
come. 

3. For a long time, Leon Draisaitl has had a bit of a reputation for a 
weaker defensive game. He’s one of the best offensive talents in the 
world, no question, but he gives a lot back the other way. 

This year it’s come to a head with the Oilers allowing 3.4 goals against-
per-60 with Draisaitl on the ice and 2.8 expected goals against, both 
worst among forwards. It’s meant that with Draisaitl on the ice, the Oilers 
have actually been outscored this year which is never what you want to 
see from the team’s second-best player. Draisaitl’s impact at both ends 

of the ice has never been as otherworldly as his production, but this is a 
new low. 

But that’s beginning to change, starting with his game against Colorado 
on Feb. 19 where he was on the ice for 77 percent of the expected goals, 
his third-highest this season at that point. Draisaitl has since produced 
two even stronger games in what has been an excellent stretch for the 
all-world center. 

It may not be showing up on the scoreboard yet, but over his last 12 
games, the Oilers have earned 64.4 percent of the expected goals with 
Draisaitl on the ice, second to only Connor McDavid. By expected goals 
percentage it’s the best 12-game stretch of his career. If the Oilers can 
get both McDavid and Draisaitl rolling at this level come playoff time they 
are going to be an extremely difficult team to knock off. 

4. Coming out of the All-Star break the Flames still had an 80 percent 
chance at making the playoffs. Today they’re at 18 percent going 6-7-5. 

That’s not the way things were supposed to go for a team that was 
expected to do damage at the start of the season and was scoring below 
expectations. Calgary didn’t regress, it got worse. Since the break, the 
Flames have actually increased their scoring chance rate slightly to 3.51 
expected goals-per-60, but have somehow scored 10 percent fewer 
goals, dropping to 2.78 per 60. That ranks 26th in the league over the 
time frame. 

It’s easy to blame the goaltending — trust me, it doesn’t get a pass here 
— but scoring goals has been a much bigger problem this season. 

5. The Panthers are fifth in expected goals percentage and seventh in 
actual goals percentage at five-on-five. That’s usually a team that’s good 
enough to make the playoffs and yet they still remain on the outside 
looking in. It can’t be overstated enough how much they’re being killed on 
special teams. 

Combining their time on the power play and penalty kill, the Panthers are 
once again a top-five team in terms of expectations with what should be 
a plus-12.5 goal differential from special teams. Instead, Florida ranks 
25th at minus-13. That difference is on pace to be the second worst in 
the analytics era behind the 2011-12 Blue Jackets. 

The Panthers still have a month to turn things around and have the talent 
to do so. But they need to fix what’s not working on both the power play 
and the penalty kill. 

6. Boston’s loss to Chicago on Tuesday was the most unexpected loss of 
the season according to my model, which gave Chicago just a 16.6 
percent chance at victory. That’s hockey for you. Even if one side is a 
historic juggernaut and the other might be one of the worst teams ever 
assembled, the odds are never zero. 

7. Perhaps the team is just bored now that the Bruins have clinched a 
playoff spot, but what if it’s a healthy dose of regression? 

Going into the weekend, the Bruins had scored 64.2 percent of the goals 
this season while earning 55.1 percent of the expected goals. Part of the 
team’s ability is earning more than expected, but the 9.1 percentage 
point difference would be the highest in the analytics era, surpassing the 
2016-17 Capitals (8.7 percentage points). 

What goes up must come down though and the entire top 10 saw a drop 
come playoff time. During the regular season, they were seven 
percentage points better on average, but during the playoffs, they were 
1.4 percentage points worse. The only teams that continued to play 
above expectations were the 2008-09 Bruins, the 2021-22 Blues … and 
the 2012-13 Blackhawks. 

The Bruins have to hope they’re closer to that special group than another 
one that appears on this list: the 2018-19 Lightning. 

8. Washington’s playoff chances peaked on Jan. 5 after a 6-2 win against 
Columbus that brought the team’s record to 22-13-6. Washington’s 
chances: 73 percent. 
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Since then the team is 10-16-1, falling right out of the place and forced to 
sell off during the deadline. One major culprit for that is the play of 
Evgeny Kuznetsov. Over that stretch of 27 games, Kuznetsov has just 
five goals and 14 points and has been outscored 23-15, closely matching 
his expected goal differential. Kuznetsov has rarely shown much 
defensive acumen throughout his career, but this is a new low and it 
doesn’t help he’s been a ghost on offense. His average Game Score of 
minus-0.27 is the 41st-worst mark in the league during the time span. 

9. It’s only been six games with Patrick Kane, but the Rangers are 
already getting the full experience. He has five points in those six games 
and the Rangers are scoring 3.32 goals-per-60 on the ice, the latter of 
which is right around the team lead. But the Rangers are also allowing 
3.37 goals against-per-60 which is right in line with his team-worst 3.44 
expected goals against-per-60. Ouch. 

It’s not encouraging that Kane’s defensive woes have seemed to carry 
over onto a better team, but it’s also still very early in his Rangers tenure. 
It takes time for a new player to mesh and in Kane’s case, he’s coming 
off his best game yet as a Ranger with a goal, an assist and a 64 percent 
expected goals rate. It’ll be interesting to see where he’s at a month from 
now, but at the very least it’s an encouraging step. 

Less encouraging is the play of The Kid Line since Kane’s arrival. Filip 
Chytil, Alexis Lafrenière and Kaapo Kakko have just a 25 percent 
expected goals rate together while being outscored 5-1. 

10. One reason the Hurricanes are still going to be a tough out, even 
without Andrei Svechnikov? Their vaunted penalty kill. It’s second in the 
league this year after finishing first, third and fourth in the last three 
seasons. And it’s heating up. 

The Hurricanes have gone 12 straight games without giving up a goal on 
the penalty kill and in their last 26 games have outscored teams 6-5 while 
short-handed. During that stretch, the Canes have scored 2.86 goals-per-
60 and have allowed only 2.38 goals against-per-60. Offensively and 
defensively that’s better than 24 other teams at five-on-five. 

11. Remember when Jesperi Kotkaniemi had just seven points in his first 
30 games this season? He has 17 in his last 20 games. Don’t get too 
excited — eight of his 10 assists are secondary, but it’s nice to see him 
starting to contribute offensively. He’s starting to look like a legitimate 
second-line center after all. 

12. Dougie Hamilton is having a career year with the Devils, a nice 
resurgence after struggling in his first season with the team. It’s easy to 
get caught up in his offensive numbers with 63 points in 67 games, but 
what’s really been impressive has been his defense. That’s where 
Hamilton really struggled last year with the Devils allowing 3.9 goals 
against-per-60 and 2.7 expected goals against-per-60 with Hamilton on 
the ice — both career lows by a wide margin. This year he’s at 2.4, 
strong numbers relative to league average which have contributed to a 
defensive plus-minus of plus-10, the third-best mark of his career. 

One contributing factor to that has been how Hamilton has defended the 
rush, according to data tracked by Corey Sznajder. Last year Hamilton 
allowed a controlled entry on 59 percent of his targets and 3.5 entries 
leading to scoring chances per 60. Both were around league average. 
This year Hamilton is only allowing a controlled entry on 51 percent of 
entries and only 2.2 entries that lead to scoring chances. Both numbers 
are close to some of the best defenders in the league. 

It’s a big difference and it stems from Hamilton being a little more 
aggressive at the line. Last year Hamilton was roughly average at 
denying entries. This year he ranks third in the league at 17.8 percent 
behind Adam Fox and Jared Spurgeon. 

13. In what has been an illustrious defensive career, Spurgeon has 
somehow found a new level this season. He leads all players in 
defensive plus-minus (a combination of impact on expected and actual 
goals against) at plus-34, a mark that is already 10 better than his career 
high from 2016-17. 

The Wild are giving up only 1.47 goals against-per-60 with Spurgeon on 
the ice, a career best that is 0.53 goals against better than when he’s on 
the bench. By expected goals against, it is business as usual with the 
Wild giving up 2.1 per 60 with Spurgeon on the ice, 0.18 better than 
when he’s on the bench. That’s his best mark since he was a sheltered 
rookie. This year he’s doing it while facing the 14th most difficult 
competition quality in the league. 

14. Despite their reputation as a defensive juggernaut, this is the first 
time the Wild have been top five in goals against since 2008-09 and it’s 
all thanks to their last 15 games. 

In that time the Wild are fourth in expected goals against-per-60 at 2.73 
but have been significantly more efficient in goals that actually go in, 
allowing only 1.55 goals against-per-60. That’s 0.3 better than the 
second-best Hurricanes and a full 0.8 better than Vegas in third. 

For once, Minnesota’s goaltending has been stifling. Filip Gustavsson 
has been an incredible story this year and during that stretch has a .948 
save percentage while saving 9.5 goals above expected in nine games, 
good for second in the league. But it’s not just him. Marc-Andre Fleury 
has been equal to the task, ranking fourth in goals saved above expected 
with 8.2 in six games thanks to a .944 save percentage. 

That’s a helluva dynamic duo and especially funny given how 
Minnesota’s season started: three straight losses, giving up six goals 
once and seven goals twice. Prior to Sunday’s 5-4 loss against Arizona, 
the Wild had given up seven goals in their last six. 

By the way, the Wild have outscored opponents 15-1 with Spurgeon on 
the ice over that stretch. He’s been a big part of it, too. 

15. Barrett Hayton started the season with zero points in his first 10 
games and just three in 27 games. The fifth pick in 2018 was looking like 
a bust with a capital B, but just before the new year, he caught lightning 
in a bottle with a three-point night. Nothing was the same after that. 

Hayton scored nine points in eight games, a stretch that was enough to 
earn him a permanent spot on the top line centering Clayton Keller and 
Nick Schmaltz. It took a brief adjustment period for the three, but once 
they figured it out the Coyotes started to look like a brand-new team. 
Arizona is on an 11-5-6 heater and the new-look top line is a big part of 
that. 

Over those 22 games, Keller is second in the league in points with 33 in 
22 games, Schmaltz isn’t far behind with 25 in 20, and Hayton is flirting 
with point-per-game territory, scoring 21 in 22. It’s possible Hayton’s 
increased production is a byproduct of his linemates, but neither Keller 
nor Schmaltz were scoring like this until Hayton joined their line. And 
even if he is, Hayton is proving he can hang with those guys at the top of 
the lineup. That’s a big deal for a 22-year-old. 

Hayton struggled to find his NHL footing after being drafted, but right now 
he’s proving to be yet another example of the importance of patience 
when it comes to young players — even ones drafted highly. He looks 
like a keeper again. 

It made me wonder what the biggest single-season difference is between 
a team’s home and away record. As it turns out, the Coyotes’ 0.368 
difference ranks fourth in the salary-cap era, second if the 48-game 
2012-13 season is excluded. The only team higher over a full season are 
the 2006-07 Flames. 
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ESPN / Why are suspensions down in the 2022-23 NHL season? 
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When NHL fans heard there would be a 3D animated game played inside 
the world of Disney's "Big City Greens," many asked the obvious 
question: What happens if there's a fight? Would Tilly chuck knuckles 
with Cricket? 

The animators had a contingency plan for that -- the digital avatars of 
Washington Capitals and New York Rangers players would just sort of 
bump into each other before the camera would cut away to a mo-capped 
Kevin Weekes. But it got me wondering about other potential acts of 
violence in the game. 

What if the Capitals' Tom Wilson had a disciplinary relapse against the 
Rangers and did something suspension-worthy? Would the animated 
chicken referee have voiced the NHL Player Safety video? ("This, 
BWOCK, is charging...") 

We'll never know because Wilson thankfully didn't do anything reckless 
on Tuesday night. That's actually in keeping with a larger trend this 
season: NHL players have been on their best behavior when it comes to 
supplemental discipline, to an unusually genteel degree. 

If it feels like there are fewer suspensions in 2022-23, that because it's 
true: Through Wednesday night, suspensions and games lost to 
suspension are at their lowest levels at this point in an 82-game season 
than they've been at any other point over the last 10 years. 

Even if (or when) the NHL suspends St. Louis Blues goalie Jordan 
Binnington for his unsportsmanlike conduct against the Minnesota Wild, 
that'll still be the case. 

The NHL's Department of Player Safety has given out 16 suspensions for 
acts of violence, resulting in 34 games lost in both the preseason and 
regular season. At this point last season, the NHL had issued 25 
suspensions for 63 games lost. This season's 34 games lost are even 
lower than in the 2019-20 season (44 games), which was cut short due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

What's changed? 

"We wonder about that too," said George Parros, the NHL's VP of Player 
Safety, speaking to ESPN from this week's general managers meetings 
in Florida. 

"Our goal is taking care of the hits that need to be taken care of and 
educate players through our actions. That's clearly working," he said. 
"But you can't give credit anywhere else than the guys in the ice. It's a 
fast game. These guys are so skilled, flying around at such high rates of 
speed. We ask a lot of them to operate within our rules and they've done 
so to even a greater degree than in the past." 

With Parros giving full credit to the players, I asked one of them for his 
theory about the lack of suspensions this season. 

"We've paid so much in escrow over the years, we don't want to be giving 
any more money back to the league," New Jersey Devils defenseman 
Damon Severson said, with a laugh. 

Severson had his snark-tastic theory, but I had a few more of my own. So 
I decided to run them past Parros. 

Theory No. 1: Rosters have changed to the point where repeat offenders 
-- or players that play "hit first, score later" -- are fewer and farther 
between 

This theory has been used primarily to explain the decline in NHL fighting 
during the salary cap era. While a team's fourth line used to be populated 
by eight-minute-per-game enforcers that were offensive abysses, the 
speed and skill of the modern game means those roster spots are better 
utilized on faster and younger players. On the blue line, there's more of a 
premium on offensively skilled defensemen than those who lay out 
opponents with thunderous hits. 

"We haven't really changed the rules around fighting per se," Parros said. 
"I just think that roster spots have become all the more important in the 
cap world. Teams need production out of all their lines." 

The NHL can't have fighting without fighters. Perhaps the NHL has less 
headhunting because it has fewer headhunters. 

The players that are physical can also contribute to other facets of the 
game, and hence want to find that line between violent hits and not 
costing their team with a suspension. 

"We still have players that make a lot of hits and stay off our radar and 
can do so. So those are the players that I guess have stuck around," 
Parros said. 

Theory No. 2: Thanks to rules changes, the game has become so 
offensive and free skating that there are fewer "boiling point" moments of 
physicality and less opportunity for injurious plays 

This drop in suspensions comes during an explosion in offense in the 
NHL. The league is currently averaging 3.17 goals per team per game, 
which would be the highest average since the 1993-94 season. 

Scan the game offerings on ESPN+ on any night in the season and the 
stylistic changes are obvious. Teams are playing much more off the rush. 
Speed into the attacking zone is usually more important than grinding in 
the corners. There are fewer battles at the net-front between large 
forwards and even larger defensemen at 5-on-5, and more offensive flow 
around the entirety of the zone. 

So perhaps there are fewer suspensions because there are fewer 
opportunities to make plays that result in them, because the game is 
being played at such a high tempo. 

Again, just a theory -- and one Parros disagrees with slightly. 

"Our guys are certainly looking to play the game fast, but still play it 
physical. As you can tell, based on our numbers, there's been a lot of 
conformity [to the rules]. It's resulted in a great product on the ice," he 
said. "But I wouldn't discount the fact that we still play a very physical 
game and try to maintain that. I wouldn't talk about the boiling point or 
anything like that. We'll see when the playoffs come around." 

Speaking of boiling points ... 

Theory No. 3: Suspension-worthy plays are more reactionary than 
intentional 

There are three kinds of plays that receive suspensions. There are 
accidental hits that meet the criteria of an in-game penalty and earn 
suspensions, even if they're just a split-second misjudgment. There are 
intentional acts of violence that are targeted and premeditated -- and 
those get lengthy bans. Then there are reactionary plays -- not 
premeditated but certainly intentional, fueled by the emotions of the 
moment. 

Severson believes that rather than headhunting, reactionary plays make 
up the majority of supplemental discipline these days. 

"The stuff that does happen seems to be more reactionary, more heat of 
the moment," he said. "That's what I've seen recently. Sometimes guys 
get carried away." 

As one NHL executive put it to me: "You don't see guys just saying, 'I'm 
going to go on the ice and kill this guy on my next shift' anymore." 

Parros agreed there's been a shift in motives. "Most of the stuff we deal 
with does not have the intentionality that maybe it used to decades ago," 
he said. 

While that might not reduce the number of suspensions, it's likely played 
a role in the total number of games for which players have been 
suspended. There hasn't been a ban greater than three games so far in 
2022-23. At this point last season, there had been five such suspensions. 
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Theory No. 4: After over a decade of education, players have more 
respect for each other 

Admittedly, this theory has the greatest potential to make one's eyes roll. 
The whole "when players respected each other" trope has been used as 
a defense of more barbaric times. But respect among the players might 
also be the reason we're experiencing a more civilized one. 

"A hundred percent I think so," Parros said. "I think there's so many 
examples of guys playing this game with respect, having respect for their 
opponents but obviously still wanting to compete and do anything 
necessary. But more than ever, we're seeing guys showing signs of 
respect. They know now to try and avoid the head best they can. I think 
that's pretty evident in the way the game played and the way that hits are 
even made." 

A lot of that falls to the education players have received about player 
safety. The videos the NHL releases detailing how and why a suspension 
was handed out. The briefings players receive during training camp 
about rules enforcement standards. It's also having a better 
understanding about the aftermath of violent acts, not only in the short 
term but well after a player's career has ended. 

"The videos and stuff that we do watch, it just shows that people don't 
want to see the aftermath of that," Severson said, adding that there's 
much more consideration from the players about what it would be like to 
be on the receiving end of a catastrophic hit. 

"I think there's more respect. If you're cutting across the middle, would 
you want a guy to just drill you?" Severson asked. "But it goes both ways. 
If you're going to hit somebody like that, you better be expecting to get 
something back." 

I asked the Devils' defenseman about his counterpart across the river, 
Jacob Trouba of the New York Rangers. 

Trouba is arguably the league's most impactful hitter -- and its most 
controversial one. Chicago forward Andreas Athanasiou claimed earlier 
this season that Trouba is "almost trying to hurt people" because "he's an 
$8 million man with zero goals, so he has to figure out how to do 
something when making that much." (For the record, Trouba now has 
seven goals.) 

While fans on social media have handed out a dozen suspensions to 
Trouba, he's been banned only once by the NHL, for a hit on Mark Stone 
in 2017. 

"He lays some big hits," Severson said. "He's going to hit somebody one 
day, and there's going to be a big tough guy that's on the ice, and 
[Trouba] is going to get his clock cleaned." 

This is the other side of "respect among the players," the side celebrated 
by old-school fans from the days when enforcers roamed the ice. It's the 
notion that the delicate balance of player safety is maintained, in part, by 
the potential threat of retribution. 

Interestingly, vengeful "clock cleaning" was addressed in this week's GM 
meetings. They discussed fights that occur after clean hits, and whether 
there needed to be more in-game penalization for them. I've heard that 
suspensions for such acts weren't on the table, but an additional 
roughing call or better enforcement of the instigator rule could be applied. 

"Good, clean hits are part of the game," Ottawa Senators GM Pierre 
Dorion said this week. "It's been in the game for over 100 years. I think 
the players police themselves pretty well. ...The rules are great. Just 
apply them, and let the game go on." 

Theory No. 5: The Department of Player Safety has become more lenient 
and selective in its suspensions under George Parros 

For the record: This was not a theory that George Parros appreciated. 

The department has vocal critics for the way it handles suspensions. 
Veteran hockey writer Ken Campbell refers to Parros as "The Violent 
Gentleman," a reference to a clothing line he helped develop. New York 

Post columnist Larry Brooks recently called Parros "useless" and wrote 
that "he acts as a human guardrail against prosecuting predators." 

To these critics, low suspension numbers are a product of the 
department's refusal to hand them out more than any systemic changes 
in the players or the sport. 

"I don't know if that sentiment's out there, but I'd say it's absolutely false," 
Parros said, addressing my theory. "To say that we've been more lenient, 
I think, is absolutely not the right way to describe whatever's happening 
with our numbers." 

One recent critic was Rangers coach Gerard Gallant, who saw forward 
Tyler Motte injured on a hit from Senators forward Austin Watson in a 
game last month. Watson was ejected for charging. The Department of 
Player Safety didn't add a suspension to his punishment. 

"I'm not disappointed. But I'm surprised," Gallant said in the aftermath. "I 
thought it was a bad hit, and I was shocked the next day when nothing 
was done." 

Parros said the NHL was working within the rules when it decided not to 
suspend Watson. 

"When players get injured and we're not taking action, that raises the 
temperature level and attention on certain types of hits," he said. "People 
don't like it when there is head contact and we don't take action. But we 
work within the framework of the rules. There are instances where head 
contact is allowed based on the circumstances of plays." 

Rule 48 in the NHL rulebook covers illegal hits to the head. It's been 
edited a few times since it was established in 2011, defining and refining 
what constitutes illegality in checks involving an opponent's head. It 
wouldn't be at all surprising if the current rule doesn't read the same way 
in five years. It's not written in stone. The rules change as the game 
changes. 

Like Parros said, the Department of Player Safety is working within the 
framework of that rulebook, even if there's subjectivity in its suspension 
decisions. The only way the department's standards of enforcement 
change is if that rulebook changes. 

If you're someone that doesn't believe the department goes far enough in 
protecting the players -- or doesn't hand out enough suspensions -- the 
first step would be to have the league's general managers and governors 
to broaden the scope of those rules. 

For example, they're the ones that can end those nuanced debates about 
whether the head "is the main point of contact" by banning all hits that 
make contact with the head, which is something the NHL has faced calls 
to do in the past. 

There's another party involved in those decisions, of course: the NHL 
Players Association. It plays a tricky role in player safety debates, having 
to defend the assailant while the victim is also a dues-paying member. 

Along with signing off on rules changes, the NHLPA could strengthen the 
NHL's disciplinary apparatus by raising the cap on the maximum 
allowable fines given to players. For most infractions, fines are currently 
half of a player's daily wages up to $5,000, with some exceptions. That's 
a pittance for these millionaires, a financial gnat buzzing their brow. 
Increasing fines would give the NHL the ability to send a louder message 
on violent acts that don't rise to the level of a suspension. 

I hesitate to heap too much praise on the Dept. of Player Safety for this 
season's suspension numbers, just like I will hesitate to blame them if 
those numbers climb by the end of this season or in 2023-24. 

But I do believe Parros and his group deserve some credit for the way 
things are trending right now in the NHL, thanks to a decade-plus of 
player education on rules and repercussions. Combine that with systemic 
changes in the way the game is played, the way rosters are built, and the 
players understanding the long-term ramifications for their actions, and it 
wouldn't surprise me to see suspensions continue to be infrequent. 
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It's refreshing that in 2023, the NHL is generating more headlines for 
being in a cartoon than its cartoonish violence. 

Jersey Foul of the week 

From Madison Square Garden: 

    #JerseyFoul pic.twitter.com/UDWPIj98EE 

    — Greg Wyshynski (@wyshynski) March 15, 2023 

This confused me for a moment, because I thought it was some kind of 
tribute to Rangers legend Jaromir Jagr. Then I saw the number. Why No. 
56? Well, turns out there are 56 herbs, fruits, roots and spices in 
Jägermeister. Why Jägermeister? I mean, it's the official shot of the NHL, 
so we'll assume he won this at a giveaway or something. 

This shootout goal by Evgeny Kuznetsov against Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen 
on Wednesday confirmed two things for me. 

The first is that Kuznetsov remains one of the NHL's singular offensive 
talents when it comes to "video game" goals. There was his winner in the 
2015 playoffs that was compared to "The Move" in "NHL 94." This week, 
he added to his highlight reel with the "disconnected controller" goal in 
the shootout against the Buffalo Sabres: a 10-second-long attempt that 
saw him push the puck forward, collect in slow motion and then burst to 
life with a speedy shot attempt. 

The second thing it confirmed is that the shootout itself remains an 
absolutely inequitable, ridiculous way to determine the winner of a 
regular-season game, especially one with serious playoff implications. 
Forget the 65 minutes of a different sport you just watched. No opposing 
skater on the ice to defend him, and the only pass Kuznetsov completed 
was to himself. A team effort boiled down to gimmickry. 

Winners and losers of the week 

Winners: Ottawa Senators fans 

Sens fans have been clamoring for Ryan Reynolds to join a potential new 
ownership group. This week, he sold Mint Mobile to T-Mobile for $1.3 
billion, clearing ... well, enough money to help buy into the Senators, we 
assume. Fingers (and Deadpool katanas) crossed. 

Losers: Houston and Atlanta fans 

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman once again reiterated that the league is 
not in an expansion mode, throwing cold water on the expansion smoke 
that was billowing from those potentially robust hockey markets last 
week. 

Winner: Leon Draisaitl 

The Edmonton Oilers star passed the 100-point threshold this week and 
in the process made NHL history with teammate Connor McDavid: For 
just the second time in NHL history, the same teammates were the first 
two players to land at 100 points in consecutive seasons. Draisaitl is 
having another whale of a season, even though it's in the shadow of 
McDavid's record-chasing exploits. 

Loser: Hurricanes' health 

The Carolina Hurricanes traded for Max Pacioretty last summer because 
goal-scoring has been their biggest obstacle toward finally playing for a 
championship. Then he ended up on injured reserve -- twice. This week, 
they lost one of the most important offensive players on their roster in 
Andrei Svechnikov. Granted, his playoff numbers last season were 
disappointing: 5 points in 14 games. But before that he had 20 points in 
26 games. He's vital. 

Combine the two losses and it might transform Carolina from a serious 
candidate to knock off the Boston Bruins to a team in danger of a first-
round exit. 

Winner: Chicken ref 

I'm really proud of all the people who worked to make the "Big City 
Greens Classic" a success -- including many of my ESPN teammates. 
But I have to say that my favorite bit of whimsical weirdness on the 
broadcast was making the referee an actual chicken. Not only for the 
hilarious in-game interview where the ref responded to each question 
with a series of clucks, but because of the sneakily subversive choice of 
animal to represent the officiating, which I can only hope was intentional. 

Losers: David Brisebois and Ryan Galloway 

These were the linesmen in the Minnesota Wild's win over the St. Louis 
Blues, aka the people who deprived us of a goalie fight between Marc-
Andre Fleury and Jordan Binnington. How dare they disappoint Ric Flair: 

Winner: Slater Koekkoek 

The former NHL defenseman shared his truth on a Linkedin post about 
his struggles with eating during his career. It was powerful: "A vicious 
cycle of needing to eat but physically being unable." Hopefully his words 
make a difference for someone who needs to hear them. 

Puck headlines 

    Here's our coverage of the Carson Briere incident with the wheelchair, 
including a statement from his father, Philadelphia Flyers interim GM 
Daniel Briere. 

    Eric Engels with an interesting look at how a Canadian property law 
might impact free agency this summer. "Ask yourself: Would you go to a 
country that takes more than half your money in taxes and doesn't allow 
you to buy a home for your family to live in?" 

    Ten players on the Northeastern women's hockey team are working 
co-ops -- the university's signature experiential learning program where 
students integrate semesters of academic study with periods of full-time 
employment. That includes at an accounting firm and a "small, family-
owned cannabis company." 

    Interesting look at the club hockey program at the University of 
Kentucky and its "Midnight Mayhem." 

    Chris Peters breaks down the Hobey Baker field. On Devon Levi: "He 
should go down as one of the best goalies of the modern NCAA, and 
Levi also should have won the Hobey Baker last year with near historic 
numbers against a heavier workload than any of his peers up for the big 
awards." 

    Interesting story from Jesse Granger and Michael Russo of The 
Athletic on why goalies are knocking their nets off so often. "Goalies stick 
together. It's a union of sorts. Asked if they believe fellow netminders 
could be intentionally dislodging nets to prevent scoring chances, the 
league's top goalies all smiled and dismissed the notion." 

    Kudos to the Winnipeg Jets for one of the best Aaron Rodgers jokes of 
the week. 
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ESPN / Why are suspensions down in the 2022-23 NHL season? 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

When NHL fans heard there would be a 3D animated game played inside 
the world of Disney's "Big City Greens," many asked the obvious 
question: What happens if there's a fight? Would Tilly chuck knuckles 
with Cricket? 
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The animators had a contingency plan for that -- the digital avatars of 
Washington Capitals and New York Rangers players would just sort of 
bump into each other before the camera would cut away to a mo-capped 
Kevin Weekes. But it got me wondering about other potential acts of 
violence in the game. 

What if the Capitals' Tom Wilson had a disciplinary relapse against the 
Rangers and did something suspension-worthy? Would the animated 
chicken referee have voiced the NHL Player Safety video? ("This, 
BWOCK, is charging...") 

We'll never know because Wilson thankfully didn't do anything reckless 
on Tuesday night. That's actually in keeping with a larger trend this 
season: NHL players have been on their best behavior when it comes to 
supplemental discipline, to an unusually genteel degree. 

If it feels like there are fewer suspensions in 2022-23, that because it's 
true: Through Wednesday night, suspensions and games lost to 
suspension are at their lowest levels at this point in an 82-game season 
than they've been at any other point over the last 10 years. 

Even if (or when) the NHL suspends St. Louis Blues goalie Jordan 
Binnington for his unsportsmanlike conduct against the Minnesota Wild, 
that'll still be the case. 

The NHL's Department of Player Safety has given out 16 suspensions for 
acts of violence, resulting in 34 games lost in both the preseason and 
regular season. At this point last season, the NHL had issued 25 
suspensions for 63 games lost. This season's 34 games lost are even 
lower than in the 2019-20 season (44 games), which was cut short due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

What's changed? 

"We wonder about that too," said George Parros, the NHL's VP of Player 
Safety, speaking to ESPN from this week's general managers meetings 
in Florida. 

"Our goal is taking care of the hits that need to be taken care of and 
educate players through our actions. That's clearly working," he said. 
"But you can't give credit anywhere else than the guys in the ice. It's a 
fast game. These guys are so skilled, flying around at such high rates of 
speed. We ask a lot of them to operate within our rules and they've done 
so to even a greater degree than in the past." 

With Parros giving full credit to the players, I asked one of them for his 
theory about the lack of suspensions this season. 

"We've paid so much in escrow over the years, we don't want to be giving 
any more money back to the league," New Jersey Devils defenseman 
Damon Severson said, with a laugh. 

Severson had his snark-tastic theory, but I had a few more of my own. So 
I decided to run them past Parros. 

Theory No. 1: Rosters have changed to the point where repeat offenders 
-- or players that play "hit first, score later" -- are fewer and farther 
between 

This theory has been used primarily to explain the decline in NHL fighting 
during the salary cap era. While a team's fourth line used to be populated 
by eight-minute-per-game enforcers that were offensive abysses, the 
speed and skill of the modern game means those roster spots are better 
utilized on faster and younger players. On the blue line, there's more of a 
premium on offensively skilled defensemen than those who lay out 
opponents with thunderous hits. 

"We haven't really changed the rules around fighting per se," Parros said. 
"I just think that roster spots have become all the more important in the 
cap world. Teams need production out of all their lines." 

The NHL can't have fighting without fighters. Perhaps the NHL has less 
headhunting because it has fewer headhunters. 

The players that are physical can also contribute to other facets of the 
game, and hence want to find that line between violent hits and not 
costing their team with a suspension. 

"We still have players that make a lot of hits and stay off our radar and 
can do so. So those are the players that I guess have stuck around," 
Parros said. 

Theory No. 2: Thanks to rules changes, the game has become so 
offensive and free skating that there are fewer "boiling point" moments of 
physicality and less opportunity for injurious plays 

This drop in suspensions comes during an explosion in offense in the 
NHL. The league is currently averaging 3.17 goals per team per game, 
which would be the highest average since the 1993-94 season. 

Scan the game offerings on ESPN+ on any night in the season and the 
stylistic changes are obvious. Teams are playing much more off the rush. 
Speed into the attacking zone is usually more important than grinding in 
the corners. There are fewer battles at the net-front between large 
forwards and even larger defensemen at 5-on-5, and more offensive flow 
around the entirety of the zone. 

So perhaps there are fewer suspensions because there are fewer 
opportunities to make plays that result in them, because the game is 
being played at such a high tempo. 

Again, just a theory -- and one Parros disagrees with slightly. 

"Our guys are certainly looking to play the game fast, but still play it 
physical. As you can tell, based on our numbers, there's been a lot of 
conformity [to the rules]. It's resulted in a great product on the ice," he 
said. "But I wouldn't discount the fact that we still play a very physical 
game and try to maintain that. I wouldn't talk about the boiling point or 
anything like that. We'll see when the playoffs come around." 

Speaking of boiling points ... 

Theory No. 3: Suspension-worthy plays are more reactionary than 
intentional 

There are three kinds of plays that receive suspensions. There are 
accidental hits that meet the criteria of an in-game penalty and earn 
suspensions, even if they're just a split-second misjudgment. There are 
intentional acts of violence that are targeted and premeditated -- and 
those get lengthy bans. Then there are reactionary plays -- not 
premeditated but certainly intentional, fueled by the emotions of the 
moment. 

Severson believes that rather than headhunting, reactionary plays make 
up the majority of supplemental discipline these days. 

"The stuff that does happen seems to be more reactionary, more heat of 
the moment," he said. "That's what I've seen recently. Sometimes guys 
get carried away." 

As one NHL executive put it to me: "You don't see guys just saying, 'I'm 
going to go on the ice and kill this guy on my next shift' anymore." 

Parros agreed there's been a shift in motives. "Most of the stuff we deal 
with does not have the intentionality that maybe it used to decades ago," 
he said. 

While that might not reduce the number of suspensions, it's likely played 
a role in the total number of games for which players have been 
suspended. There hasn't been a ban greater than three games so far in 
2022-23. At this point last season, there had been five such suspensions. 

Theory No. 4: After over a decade of education, players have more 
respect for each other 

Admittedly, this theory has the greatest potential to make one's eyes roll. 
The whole "when players respected each other" trope has been used as 
a defense of more barbaric times. But respect among the players might 
also be the reason we're experiencing a more civilized one. 
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"A hundred percent I think so," Parros said. "I think there's so many 
examples of guys playing this game with respect, having respect for their 
opponents but obviously still wanting to compete and do anything 
necessary. But more than ever, we're seeing guys showing signs of 
respect. They know now to try and avoid the head best they can. I think 
that's pretty evident in the way the game played and the way that hits are 
even made." 

A lot of that falls to the education players have received about player 
safety. The videos the NHL releases detailing how and why a suspension 
was handed out. The briefings players receive during training camp 
about rules enforcement standards. It's also having a better 
understanding about the aftermath of violent acts, not only in the short 
term but well after a player's career has ended. 

"The videos and stuff that we do watch, it just shows that people don't 
want to see the aftermath of that," Severson said, adding that there's 
much more consideration from the players about what it would be like to 
be on the receiving end of a catastrophic hit. 

"I think there's more respect. If you're cutting across the middle, would 
you want a guy to just drill you?" Severson asked. "But it goes both ways. 
If you're going to hit somebody like that, you better be expecting to get 
something back." 

I asked the Devils' defenseman about his counterpart across the river, 
Jacob Trouba of the New York Rangers. 

Trouba is arguably the league's most impactful hitter -- and its most 
controversial one. Chicago forward Andreas Athanasiou claimed earlier 
this season that Trouba is "almost trying to hurt people" because "he's an 
$8 million man with zero goals, so he has to figure out how to do 
something when making that much." (For the record, Trouba now has 
seven goals.) 

While fans on social media have handed out a dozen suspensions to 
Trouba, he's been banned only once by the NHL, for a hit on Mark Stone 
in 2017. 

"He lays some big hits," Severson said. "He's going to hit somebody one 
day, and there's going to be a big tough guy that's on the ice, and 
[Trouba] is going to get his clock cleaned." 

This is the other side of "respect among the players," the side celebrated 
by old-school fans from the days when enforcers roamed the ice. It's the 
notion that the delicate balance of player safety is maintained, in part, by 
the potential threat of retribution. 

Interestingly, vengeful "clock cleaning" was addressed in this week's GM 
meetings. They discussed fights that occur after clean hits, and whether 
there needed to be more in-game penalization for them. I've heard that 
suspensions for such acts weren't on the table, but an additional 
roughing call or better enforcement of the instigator rule could be applied. 

"Good, clean hits are part of the game," Ottawa Senators GM Pierre 
Dorion said this week. "It's been in the game for over 100 years. I think 
the players police themselves pretty well. ...The rules are great. Just 
apply them, and let the game go on." 

Theory No. 5: The Department of Player Safety has become more lenient 
and selective in its suspensions under George Parros 

For the record: This was not a theory that George Parros appreciated. 

The department has vocal critics for the way it handles suspensions. 
Veteran hockey writer Ken Campbell refers to Parros as "The Violent 
Gentleman," a reference to a clothing line he helped develop. New York 
Post columnist Larry Brooks recently called Parros "useless" and wrote 
that "he acts as a human guardrail against prosecuting predators." 

To these critics, low suspension numbers are a product of the 
department's refusal to hand them out more than any systemic changes 
in the players or the sport. 

"I don't know if that sentiment's out there, but I'd say it's absolutely false," 
Parros said, addressing my theory. "To say that we've been more lenient, 
I think, is absolutely not the right way to describe whatever's happening 
with our numbers." 

One recent critic was Rangers coach Gerard Gallant, who saw forward 
Tyler Motte injured on a hit from Senators forward Austin Watson in a 
game last month. Watson was ejected for charging. The Department of 
Player Safety didn't add a suspension to his punishment. 

"I'm not disappointed. But I'm surprised," Gallant said in the aftermath. "I 
thought it was a bad hit, and I was shocked the next day when nothing 
was done." 

Parros said the NHL was working within the rules when it decided not to 
suspend Watson. 

"When players get injured and we're not taking action, that raises the 
temperature level and attention on certain types of hits," he said. "People 
don't like it when there is head contact and we don't take action. But we 
work within the framework of the rules. There are instances where head 
contact is allowed based on the circumstances of plays." 

Rule 48 in the NHL rulebook covers illegal hits to the head. It's been 
edited a few times since it was established in 2011, defining and refining 
what constitutes illegality in checks involving an opponent's head. It 
wouldn't be at all surprising if the current rule doesn't read the same way 
in five years. It's not written in stone. The rules change as the game 
changes. 

Like Parros said, the Department of Player Safety is working within the 
framework of that rulebook, even if there's subjectivity in its suspension 
decisions. The only way the department's standards of enforcement 
change is if that rulebook changes. 

If you're someone that doesn't believe the department goes far enough in 
protecting the players -- or doesn't hand out enough suspensions -- the 
first step would be to have the league's general managers and governors 
to broaden the scope of those rules. 

For example, they're the ones that can end those nuanced debates about 
whether the head "is the main point of contact" by banning all hits that 
make contact with the head, which is something the NHL has faced calls 
to do in the past. 

There's another party involved in those decisions, of course: the NHL 
Players Association. It plays a tricky role in player safety debates, having 
to defend the assailant while the victim is also a dues-paying member. 

Along with signing off on rules changes, the NHLPA could strengthen the 
NHL's disciplinary apparatus by raising the cap on the maximum 
allowable fines given to players. For most infractions, fines are currently 
half of a player's daily wages up to $5,000, with some exceptions. That's 
a pittance for these millionaires, a financial gnat buzzing their brow. 
Increasing fines would give the NHL the ability to send a louder message 
on violent acts that don't rise to the level of a suspension. 

I hesitate to heap too much praise on the Dept. of Player Safety for this 
season's suspension numbers, just like I will hesitate to blame them if 
those numbers climb by the end of this season or in 2023-24. 

But I do believe Parros and his group deserve some credit for the way 
things are trending right now in the NHL, thanks to a decade-plus of 
player education on rules and repercussions. Combine that with systemic 
changes in the way the game is played, the way rosters are built, and the 
players understanding the long-term ramifications for their actions, and it 
wouldn't surprise me to see suspensions continue to be infrequent. 

It's refreshing that in 2023, the NHL is generating more headlines for 
being in a cartoon than its cartoonish violence. 

This confused me for a moment, because I thought it was some kind of 
tribute to Rangers legend Jaromir Jagr. Then I saw the number. Why No. 
56? Well, turns out there are 56 herbs, fruits, roots and spices in 
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Jägermeister. Why Jägermeister? I mean, it's the official shot of the NHL, 
so we'll assume he won this at a giveaway or something. 

This shootout goal by Evgeny Kuznetsov against Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen 
on Wednesday confirmed two things for me. 

The first is that Kuznetsov remains one of the NHL's singular offensive 
talents when it comes to "video game" goals. There was his winner in the 
2015 playoffs that was compared to "The Move" in "NHL 94." This week, 
he added to his highlight reel with the "disconnected controller" goal in 
the shootout against the Buffalo Sabres: a 10-second-long attempt that 
saw him push the puck forward, collect in slow motion and then burst to 
life with a speedy shot attempt. 

The second thing it confirmed is that the shootout itself remains an 
absolutely inequitable, ridiculous way to determine the winner of a 
regular-season game, especially one with serious playoff implications. 
Forget the 65 minutes of a different sport you just watched. No opposing 
skater on the ice to defend him, and the only pass Kuznetsov completed 
was to himself. A team effort boiled down to gimmickry. 

Winners and losers of the week 

Winners: Ottawa Senators fans 

Sens fans have been clamoring for Ryan Reynolds to join a potential new 
ownership group. This week, he sold Mint Mobile to T-Mobile for $1.3 
billion, clearing ... well, enough money to help buy into the Senators, we 
assume. Fingers (and Deadpool katanas) crossed. 

Losers: Houston and Atlanta fans 

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman once again reiterated that the league is 
not in an expansion mode, throwing cold water on the expansion smoke 
that was billowing from those potentially robust hockey markets last 
week. 

Winner: Leon Draisaitl 

The Edmonton Oilers star passed the 100-point threshold this week and 
in the process made NHL history with teammate Connor McDavid: For 
just the second time in NHL history, the same teammates were the first 
two players to land at 100 points in consecutive seasons. Draisaitl is 
having another whale of a season, even though it's in the shadow of 
McDavid's record-chasing exploits. 

Loser: Hurricanes' health 

The Carolina Hurricanes traded for Max Pacioretty last summer because 
goal-scoring has been their biggest obstacle toward finally playing for a 
championship. Then he ended up on injured reserve -- twice. This week, 
they lost one of the most important offensive players on their roster in 
Andrei Svechnikov. Granted, his playoff numbers last season were 
disappointing: 5 points in 14 games. But before that he had 20 points in 
26 games. He's vital. 

Combine the two losses and it might transform Carolina from a serious 
candidate to knock off the Boston Bruins to a team in danger of a first-
round exit. 

Winner: Chicken ref 

I'm really proud of all the people who worked to make the "Big City 
Greens Classic" a success -- including many of my ESPN teammates. 
But I have to say that my favorite bit of whimsical weirdness on the 
broadcast was making the referee an actual chicken. Not only for the 
hilarious in-game interview where the ref responded to each question 
with a series of clucks, but because of the sneakily subversive choice of 
animal to represent the officiating, which I can only hope was intentional. 

Losers: David Brisebois and Ryan Galloway 

These were the linesmen in the Minnesota Wild's win over the St. Louis 
Blues, aka the people who deprived us of a goalie fight between Marc-
Andre Fleury and Jordan Binnington. How dare they disappoint Ric Flair: 

Winner: Slater Koekkoek 

The former NHL defenseman shared his truth on a Linkedin post about 
his struggles with eating during his career. It was powerful: "A vicious 
cycle of needing to eat but physically being unable." Hopefully his words 
make a difference for someone who needs to hear them. 

Puck headlines 

    Here's our coverage of the Carson Briere incident with the wheelchair, 
including a statement from his father, Philadelphia Flyers interim GM 
Daniel Briere. 

    Eric Engels with an interesting look at how a Canadian property law 
might impact free agency this summer. "Ask yourself: Would you go to a 
country that takes more than half your money in taxes and doesn't allow 
you to buy a home for your family to live in?" 

    Ten players on the Northeastern women's hockey team are working 
co-ops -- the university's signature experiential learning program where 
students integrate semesters of academic study with periods of full-time 
employment. That includes at an accounting firm and a "small, family-
owned cannabis company." 

    Interesting look at the club hockey program at the University of 
Kentucky and its "Midnight Mayhem." 

    Chris Peters breaks down the Hobey Baker field. On Devon Levi: "He 
should go down as one of the best goalies of the modern NCAA, and 
Levi also should have won the Hobey Baker last year with near historic 
numbers against a heavier workload than any of his peers up for the big 
awards." 

    Interesting story from Jesse Granger and Michael Russo of The 
Athletic on why goalies are knocking their nets off so often. "Goalies stick 
together. It's a union of sorts. Asked if they believe fellow netminders 
could be intentionally dislodging nets to prevent scoring chances, the 
league's top goalies all smiled and dismissed the notion." 

    Kudos to the Winnipeg Jets for one of the best Aaron Rodgers jokes of 
the week. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames' improbable win in Vegas something they can build 
on 

 

Eric Francis | @EricFrancis 

March 17, 2023, 2:43 AM 

 

LAS VEGAS – A dipperoo and a pinball. 

That’s a snippet of what it took to help finally break the sort of losing skid 
Sin City was built on. 

Amidst a horrifically frustrating season in which the Flames have 
collected one-goal losses like casino-goers collect ATM receipts, lady 
luck finally shone upon a Flames team that needs it now more than ever. 

With the rival Jets and Predators losing earlier in the night, the Flames 
stepped into T-Mobile Arena poised to finally author the type of turning 
point they’ve struggled to find for months. 

Clinging to a 3-2 lead going into a third period that hasn’t been kind to the 
Flames all season, they finally broke through in the most unlikely of 
environs.  
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Shortly after a stellar glove stop by Jacob Markstrom staved off the 
obvious push of the division-leading Knights, Mikael Backlund’s centring 
pass from behind the goal line bounced off Alex Pietrangelo and 
pinballed off the back of Jonathan Quick’s mask to carom into net. 

Five minutes later, Tyler Toffoli banged in his second of the game after 
an Andrew Mangiapane breakaway shot bounced right onto the tape of 
the Flames’ leading scorer. 

“Just a savvy vet - I’m going to have the faith he called that shot and 
knew what he was doing there,” beamed Blake Coleman of Backlund’s 
unlikely insurance marker. 

“I’m a big believer you earn your luck.  

“I agree the bounces maybe haven’t gone our way, but there are times 
we certainly didn’t earn the bounces, and I thought tonight we did. 

“It was a solid effort and we gave ourselves a chance to have those 
bounces go our way.” 

Winning in a rink in which the Flames had been a lifetime 0-7-1, and a 7-
2 win at that, was the equivalent of finding a $100 chip while walking 
down Las Vegas Boulevard.  

Totally unexpected, but something you can build on. 

“Especially in this arena, I feel like there’s been some (unlucky) breaks 
before,” said Backlund, who simply described his pinball play as lucky.   

“This year too, there have been a lot of bounces the other way. 

“Same time, when we play the way we can, that’s when the bounces 
come. 

“It feels good, winning here after being part of all the losses. It feels really 
good to break that record or spell, whatever you call it.” 

With the playoff gap narrowing to three points with 13 games remaining, 
it’s suddenly a whole lot more realistic to believe the Flames’ playoff 
hopes aren’t the type of longshot they seemed just 24 hours earlier. 

After all, this team has nabbed points in five of their last six outings, and 
now comes home with the type of momentus win they’d like to believe 
they can follow up properly against Dallas Saturday.   

“I think we’ve stayed in the moment for quite a while,” said Darryl Sutter. 

“We’ve played so many one goal games this year you could have easily 
just walked away and said, ‘ah hell, this isn’t going to work.’  

“That hasn’t happened with this club yet.” 

None of this is to suggest the Flames were lucky to win this one, as it 
truly was one of the team’s gutsiest outings at the most crucial of 
junctures. 

They earned every ounce of the shocking result.  

Markstrom was stellar again, making 17 saves, Toffoli’s four-point night 
gave him a new career high of 60 points, Dillon Dube tied a career high 
with his 18th, Coleman’s two goals included the game-winner and 11 
Flames collected points for the goal-starved bunch. 

To do it in their own personal house of horrors, against the NHL’s hottest 
club since the all-star break, is significant. 

All this on a night when MacKenzie Weegar’s knuckler from the point 
opened the scoring against one of the league’s hottest netminders. 

An omen. 

“My dipperoo - I’ve been working on that shot for a long time now,” 
smiled Weegar, as several teammates walked by, giving him the gears 
on a shot he aptly called a “muffin” during the intermission. 

“It was probably 45 miles per hour, but it’s nice it went through. 

“We’ve been working hard for our chances and sometimes I feel we’re 
not being rewarded for it, so to get a couple good bounces there was 
nice to see.” 

Sutter almost broke twitter during warmup when he trotted out four new 
lines, none of which included fan favourites Jakob Pelletier or Walker 
Duehr. 

Splitting up Jonathan Huberdeau and Nazem Kadri for the first time in a 
while, he had the former lining up with Backlund and Coleman, as the 
later centered Milan Lucic and Trevor Lewis, playing just 12 minutes.  

Dillon Dube was on the fourth line with Adam Ruzicka and Nick Ritchie.   

“Just trying to get some energy into the lineup tonight,” said Sutter. 

“Get Rosie and Big Rich in and get some energy and get some guys that 
are struggling to score moving around, try to find a spot for them.” 

One guy who hasn’t struggled at any point to score is Toffoli, who 
deemed the win “huge,” especially considering the third-period collapse 
that marked their last nightmarish visit weeks earlier.  

His 27th of the season gave the Flames a 2-0 lead early in the second 
with a confident drive to the net he slid in around Quick. 

“I came into the season wanting to prove something and I’m trying 
everything I can to help the team win games - tonight was obviously a 
good night,” he said, before being asked if his motivation was to prove he 
indeed deserved to be a first liner.  

“I know I am, but other people thought differently.  

“I’ve kind of done that my whole career. People have doubted me, at 
times, and I’ve risen to the occasion, and I just want to get into the 
playoffs and make some noise.” 

A notion he helped make seem much more possible in the most 
improbable of places. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers showcase recipe for playoff success in win over 
Stars 

 

Mark Spector | @sportsnetspec 

March 17, 2023, 1:16 AM 

 

EDMONTON — Back in the day, when the Dallas Stars were simply 
better, deeper, and richer than the Edmonton Oilers, the games became 
rather predictable.  

If the plucky Oilers could score first — if a Todd Marchant or Doug 
Weight could slip one behind Ed Belfour — then the game had a chance 
of being entertaining. But if the Stars got the lead they just shut ‘er down 
and waited for the inevitable Oilers mistake, caused by a team pressing 
for offence.  

Ken Hitchcock’s old Stars had plenty of star power and could play a 
fantastic brand of hockey. They just preferred to play that defensively 
stout game — i.e., boring — that, eventually, ate up Edmonton in the 
opening round of the playoffs year after year.  

Fast forward a quarter century, and oh how times have changed.  

The Oilers took an early lead on Dallas on Thursday night, and then 
concentrated on playing a defensive game that was likely their finest of 
the season. In the end it was a 4-1 win that has playoff success written 
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all over it, the kind of game this franchise has been trying to replicate for 
as long as Connor McDavid has played here.  

“It is a good sign and it has got to continue, that is the important thing,” 
said Darnell Nurse, who played just 18:47 — well below his seasonal 
average of 23:39. “At this time of the year, doing it one time is not good 
enough. You have to do it the whole time with how tight the standings are 
and how important each and every game is.  

“It is a good sign, but it has to continue into our next one.”  

We’re not sure this Oilers team can throw that kind of a blanket on a 
division-leading team every night. But it’s good to know that such a game 
exists in Edmonton, because once the playoffs begin, this is the recipe.  

“I thought we were patient and we showed a level of endurance,” said 
head coach Jay Woodcroft. “It was the type of game we needed. I 
thought our energy level was good and our details were good and we 
found a way to beat a really good hockey team.  

“They were averaging five goals a game (over Dallas’ past nine games) 
and we won 4-1. To me, that sticks with the template we keep talking 
about here.”  

On a black day in Edmonton, at a game that opened with a moment of 
silence for two Edmonton Police Service constables shot and killed in the 
line of duty, the home team did what it could to be a pleasant diversion.  

The recipe for the Oilers is clear: in a game in which two teams split a 
modicum of offensive chances, the team that has the top two scorers in 
the National Hockey League should have a better chance of getting to 
three goals than, frankly, any other team in the league.  

Since Christmas, Edmonton is 20-3-2 when giving up three or fewer 
goals. They can usually get to four, with this league-leading offence. You 
just can’t ask for five and six every night — that’s not realistic.  

It’s a bit of a misnomer that the “high-flying Oilers” have to play “fire 
wagon hockey” to succeed. In reality, in a game where the 5v5 scoring 
chances were 11-10 for Dallas (according to Natural Stat Trick), 
McDavid’s goal and assist marked the difference.  

McDavid has a point in 24 of his last 25 home games, including all 15 in 
2023. He set up Mattias Janmark (two goals) and then wired home a 
power-play goal that all but sealed the game at 3-1 with eight minutes to 
play.  

“They got a lead, they defended hard and I think the score probably 
dictated a little bit of the game,” said Stars coach Pete DeBoer, who 
winced when he saw McDavid walking down main street after a pretty 
pass from Leon Draisaitl. “That’s what he does. He sticks the puck in the 
net and we gave the wrong guy the best look of the night.”  

It’s falling into place for Edmonton these days, with roles being filled 
throughout the lineup:  

Goalie Stuart Skinner has stepped up into the starter’s role and looks like 
a guy you can take into the playoffs as a No. 1. Warren Foegele has 
stepped up into the top 6 in Zach Hyman’s absence and has 12 goals, 
giving an option to move Kailer Yamamoto down the lineup when Hyman 
returns.  

Janmark, an acquisition tmade for these kinds of games, is proving to be 
an excellent addition, if hard-checking, responsible hockey is the goal. 
The pairing of Mattias Ekholm and Evan Bouchard has been even better 
than hoped, and has pulled the Nurse-Cody Ceci pair back into the teens 
in minutes, making them more effective.  

A game like this bodes well for Edmonton, with a possible date against 
stingy Los Angeles on the horizon.  

They’ll have to perfect the recipe though. Just like Hitchcock’s Stars did, 
back in the day. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks Takeaways: A deserved but well-timed loss vs. 
Coyotes 

 

Iain MacIntyre | @imacSportsnet 

March 17, 2023, 2:25 AM 

 

The Vancouver Canucks finally played badly enough to lose, and the 
Arizona Coyotes fell for it.  

In a race to the bottom of the standings that neither team has been 
winning because they have, you know, been winning, the Coyotes pulled 
into a tie on points with the Canucks by beating them 3-2 Thursday in 
Vancouver’s first visit to Arizona’s mini-sticks rink in Tempe. 

For now, the Canucks remain 25th in the National Hockey League 
standings and eighth in the Connor Bedard draft lottery, while the 
Coyotes are 26th and seventh.  

With 15 games remaining, the Canucks have played two fewer games, 
which is why losing Thursday’s big four-pointer was significant. 

Nobody on the Canucks actually wants to lose and coach Rick Tocchet, 
indignant at the idea of tanking, badly needs to continue building culture 
and winning habits so that the team he inherited isn’t back in garbage 
time next season. 

But if you’re going to have a five-game winning streak end, it couldn’t 
happen against a better team. Actually, most teams are better than 
Arizona despite the Coyotes’ own recent surge up the standings, but 
from a draft-enhancing standpoint the loss was a good one. 

It was also deserved, as the Canucks were nowhere near as engaged 
and sharp as they need to be to win. 

Veteran defenceman Tyler Myers gave away the puck in his own zone on 
the first Arizona goal, and the Canucks’ 32nd-ranked penalty kill 
surrendered two goals on three chances to the Coyotes’ no-name power 
play. Canuck goalie Thatcher Demko, outstanding in his first five games 
back from a serious groin injury, even contributed a clunker when he 
appeared to be guessing pass when Lawson Crouse flipped the pack 
past him from a sharp angle at 1:19 of the third period for what turned out 
to be the winning goal. 

Andrei Kuzmenko and Elias Pettersson scored for Vancouver (like, you 
were expecting anyone else?), which has back-to-back weekend games 
in Anaheim and Los Angeles to end its three-game, four-night road trip. 

ON A POSITIVE NOTE 

Anthony Beauvillier continues to look reinvented as a first-line winger 
since coming to the Canucks as the only immediate piece in the Bo 
Horvat trade. And while it certainly helps to have been glued to 
Pettersson’s hip when the Canucks’ star is having a truly elite season, 
Beauvillier’s speed, puck-hounding and renewed offensive confidence 
would be an asset to anyone right now. 

And maybe that’s all Beauvillier is – a cashable asset who is driving up 
his trade value for next season when he will be on an expiring contract. 
But it’s impressive how he has taken advantage of a bigger role in 
Vancouver.  

He made nice plays to set up both Canuck goals and has seven goals 
and 16 points in 18 games with Vancouver. Thirteen of his points have 
been at even strength, and the 25-year-old has been a positive driver of 
possession. 
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Type-cast on the New York Islanders’ third line, Beauvillier had nine 
goals and 20 points in 49 games before the trade. 

UP AND DOWN 

After an offensively-inert second period when the Canucks were badly 
outplayed at even-strength, Tocchet tweaked his lines in the third period. 
By the end, nobody’s ice time had been cleaved, but it was still 
noteworthy that Vasily Podkolzin and Conor Garland moved up the 
lineup, while Kuzmenko and Phil DiGiuseppe moved down slightly. 

HOW MUCH IS TOO MUCH? 

Arguments that Tocchet has been using his best players too much, to the 
detriment of the team’s draft position, largely miss the point.   

Less than two months into his tenure, Tocchet is still setting and 
enforcing guidelines and you don’t have to be Kyle Dubas to see that 
Pettersson, Hughes, Kuzmenko and J.T. Miller have been excellent-to-
outstanding. Failing to reward them with full playing time would 
undermine the meritocracy Tocchet is eager to build and, more 
importantly, send a message to players that the whole thing is a con – 
that losing is actually desirable enough that the coach would keep his 
best players on the bench to try to achieve it. 

But with back-to-back games looming, and the Canucks starting a spell 
of nine games in 15 nights, it did feel like 28:56 of ice time for Hughes, 
23:07 for Pettersson and 22:46 for Miller was too much. These times 
were all 2-3 minutes more than the players’ average – for a March 16 
game in Arizona. Tocchet shouldn’t overtly suppress anyone’s ice times 
when they’re playing well, but perhaps he could be less generous in his 
bonus payments. 

It’s Tocchet’s team, however, and his job. And nobody who matters is 
going to reward him for losing. 

LIKE THE BAD OLD DAYS 

It seemed like old times the way the Canucks lost this game on special 
teams, as they did so often when Bruce Boudreau was coaching. But 
while most of the critical focus has been on the historically-inept penalty 
killing, which has actually had an uptick recently with an explosion of 
shorthanded goals generated mainly by Pettersson and Miller, the power 
play has become the bigger problem. 

It went 0-for-5 against the Coyotes and is 4-for-30 the last nine games.  

A power play featuring Pettersson, Kuzmenko, Miller, Hughes and Brock 
Boeser was blanked. An Arizona power play that included Travis Boyd, 
Brett Ritchie and Barret Hayton on the first unit scored twice on three 
chances. 

QUOTEBOOK 

Tocchet: “We were sleepy tonight. It just wasn't a good effort from our 
team. We got that goal (from Kuzmenko early) and then maybe we 
thought it was going to be easy. That's a hard-working team; they 
outworked us tonight, plain and simple. 

“It's my job to get them prepared. I guess I didn't get them prepared. We 
had a day off yesterday. . . I don't know. I didn't like our game at all. A lot 
of stick checking, maybe a little high on ourselves. I don't know, we've 
got to get back to our work boots.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Pressure on Maple Leafs' Rielly to salvage struggling 
winter with resurgent spring 

 

Luke Fox | @lukefoxjukebox 

March 16, 2023, 5:50 PM 

 

TORONTO — Morgan Rielly needed some gentle convincing before he 
agreed to wear an extra piece of equipment for Wednesday’s prime-time 
showdown versus the Colorado Avalanche, a heavyweight tilt broadcast 
nationally on both sides of the border. 

U.S. rights holder TNT requested the Toronto Maple Leafs No. 1 
defenceman be affixed with a microphone that would catch all his gut 
reactions and provide viewers with a sampling of heat-of-the-battle 
banter. 

Teammate Auston Matthews, a star more amenable to the limelight, had 
worn the mic on a couple of occasions.  

Was Rielly as easily sold on the idea? 

“There was a little bit of negotiating,” Rielly smiled post-game. 

“Not something I think anyone really enjoys — unless you like the 
spotlight. But it’s a good thing to do. We’re all trying to grow the game. 
So, if that’s conducive to that, then it’s all good.”  

Rielly, as ever, took one for the team. 

The longest-tenured Maple Leaf is a unique personality.  

He wields a wicked sense of humour, as smooth as his stride and as dry 
as his franchise’s second-round drought.  

At times, behind closed doors, he can be downright silly and loud. He’s a 
loyal leader, and he arguably cares about team success more than 
anyone else who pulls on the sweater. 

The catch, of course, is that for the Maple Leafs to thrive, their top 
minutes-muncher on the blue line needs to personally excel. 

And that, frankly, has not happened frequently enough through Toronto’s 
first 67 games. 

For years, Rielly’s time in the spotlight has only been positive.  

There was the 20-goal, 72-point explosion in 2018-19, when Rielly 
finished top-five in both Norris and Lady Byng voting. 

There was a grassroots campaign among a vocal corner of Leafs Nation 
for Rielly — and not John Tavares or Matthews — to be anointed with the 
captaincy in 2019-20. 

And there was his stellar response in 2021-22, when he erupted for 68 
points, chipped in on both special teams, tilted the ice to the tune of plus-
16, and again appeared on Norris ballots after inking his seven-year, 
$60-million contract extension. 

Reilly took care of his personal business quietly and quickly, avoiding the 
stress and circus that ramps toward unrestricted free agency. 

No, Rielly has never craved the spotlight the way he yearns for a deep 
spring run. 

Yet this winter, his first as a player whose contributions haven’t far 
exceeded his cap hit, Rielly has been at the centre of attention for 
reasons less than desirable. 

The eye test and the hockey math concur: Rielly has performed at a 
standard below the one set by the coach, the fans, and, most important, 
himself. 

Among Maple Leafs regulars, he’s the only minus defender on club with 
a plus-46 goal differential. Rielly’s minus-3 rating marks his first time in 
the red in five seasons. 

His ice time (22:08) has also dipped to a five-year low, and his shooting 
percentage (2.9) a three-year low. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 17, 2023 

 

Rielly’s takeaway-to-giveaway ratio is an unsettling 16-52, and he’s being 
deployed less frequently in the defensive zone. 

On the Leafs most recent road trip, coach Sheldon Keefe said Rielly had 
another level to reach. 

Fans have been less kind.  

Like Jake Gardiner and Dion Phaneuf before him, Rielly has been 
trending for the warts they see in his defensive game rather than the 
positives he can inject. 

There are plenty of reasons one could use to explain Rielly’s down year: 
a late-November knee injury, the pressure of living up to his first 
whopping payday, a near-comical lack of consistency with his D partners, 
the snowballing lack of confidence that comes with a three-month goal 
drought…. 

Rielly himself doesn’t lean on any of these as excuses publicly. That’s 
not his style. But it’s clear that the athlete wants to make more of a 
positive impact. 

Which is why mic’d-up Morgan was so refreshing Wednesday — not for 
his words but for his deeds. 

We saw a glimpse (a promise?) of vintage Rielly, breaking up Colorado’s 
2-on-1s and leaping into the rush with purpose. He was a threat on the 
fun side of the rink and not a liability on the serious end. 

Rielly popped into Toronto’s first burst and rang a puck high off the 
crossbar. Undeterred, he spotted a seam in the second rush and 
snapped the night’s lone 5-on-5 goal low-corner. 

“Terrific start for him,” Keefe praised of the only D-man to see 20 
minutes.  

“Not sure what you can really attribute it to, but that’s what we need to 
see from Morgan in terms of jumping into those holes, kind of being that 
guy off the puck that can be a threat for us offensively. I thought that he 
played hard and defended well.”  

For the Maple Leafs to finally thrive in the postseason, this is the Rielly 
that needs to show up. 

He will never be Victor Hedman or Cale Makar. 

But, used properly and feeling free, Rielly can once again be the speedy 
workhorse whose game excels when it matters. The defenceman who 
has produced seven goals and 25 points through 39 career playoff 
games, fuels a power-play crying out for a hot series, and is on for more 
goal celebrations than hung heads. 

“For sure,” Rielly says, his performance Wednesday is something he can 
build off.  

Then he is quick to deflect from the me to the we. 

“I think we’re all trying to push for more and get better. This is an 
important time of year. We’re all trying to find that next level.” 

True. But few Leafs need to hit that level than Morgan Rielly. 

One-Timers: Luke Schenn will make his home debut (again) for the Leafs 
Friday versus Carolina…. Ilya Samsonov and Matt Murray will split starts 
during this weekend’s back-to-back against the Hurricanes and 
Senators…. The Leafs plan to dress 11/7 Friday and revert to 12/6 
Saturday…. Mitch Marner (29:10) and Auston Matthews (26:52) skated 
season highs in Wednesday’s OT loss and needed to take Thursday’s 
practice off for rest. “If you’re a player, you want to get on,” Keefe said…. 
The stumbling Lightning sit three points back of the Leafs in the race for 
home ice. Toronto holds a game in hand…. With Andrei Svechnikov’s 
suffering his season-ending injury, Jesse Puljujarvi has been promoted to 
Carolina’s top line…. The Maple Leafs will wear their spectacular green 
St. Pat’s getups on March 17, as they should. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Power Rankings: An ode to underdogs for St. 
Patrick's Day 

 

Staff Report 

Sportsnet 

 

There are many reasons people tend to like the Irish. 

First off, St. Patrick’s Day usually gives people of all backgrounds an 
opportunity for a guilt-free adult beverage at 11 in the morning in the 
early afternoon of a weekday, should they so choose. 

The Irish have an outsized reputation around the world that belies the 
fact Ireland is actually a relatively small island of about five million 
people. That’s surely because, among other things, they’re celebrated as 
poets and humorists. As the Irish family in my life states with no trace of 
ego, the country’s greatest export, by far, is its people. 

There’s an inherent underdog element to the Irish tale, which is yet 
another reason people tend to latch onto the Leprechaun. So with St. 
Paddy’s Day almost here, let’s go green for this edition of the power 
rankings and identify an unlikely success story for each of the NHL’s 32 
teams. 

1. Boston Bruins (50-11-5): Brad Marchand is a five-foot-nine third-round 
pick who, halfway into his career, transitioned from quality player to bona 
fide superstar. 

2. Vegas Golden Knights (42-20-6): As you’d expect with a team dubbed 
the 'Golden Misfits' in their early expansion days, there is no shortage of 
guys who beat the odds in Vegas. All three members of the original 'Misfit 
Line' — William Karlsson between Reilly Smith and undrafted Jonathan 
Marchessault — are still there and have been joined by a captain, in 
Mark Stone, who was a sixth-round selection with questionable skating; 
Chandler Stephenson, a third-rounder who immediately became a top-six 
centre after Vegas fleeced Washington for his services; and undrafted 
goalie Logan Thompson, who was in the thick of the Calder Trophy race 
before getting hurt this season. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (44-14-8): Jaccob Slavin is a fourth-round pick 
whose defence-first game is so respected in this offensive era that he 
consistently gets Norris Trophy votes. 

4. New Jersey Devils (44-17-6): Jesper Bratt is a sixth-rounder who could 
post his second consecutive 70-point season this year, while Ondrej 
Palat is a seventh-round pick who played a major role on title-winning 
teams in Tampa before inking himself a $30-million deal with Jersey last 
summer. 

5. Toronto Maple Leafs (40-18-9): Undrafted Mark Giordano is the oldest 
skater in the league, still logging major, shot-blocking minutes for his 
hometown team in a year they could win it all. Cheers. 

Mark Giordano living his Toronto dream, and embracing high fashion 

6. Los Angeles Kings (39-20-9): Anze Kopitar has enviable athletic gifts, 
including his six-foot-three frame. But don’t forget, this guy would have 
gone even higher than 11th overall in the 2005 draft had people not 
foolishly questioned whether a trailblazing kid from Slovenia could 
actually make it in the NHL. 

7. New York Rangers (38-19-10): Artemi Panarin is the best-undrafted 
player in the NHL today. He also overcame a poverty-stricken childhood 
to live an amazing life in the world’s greatest city. 
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8. Dallas Stars (37-18-3): The funny thing about Joe Pavelski is his 
friends will tell you he’s the absolute best at everything they do, from 
golfing to fishing. Yet all he heard as a young player was, “Not big 
enough; can’t skate; never make it.” He was passed over in the 2002 
draft before San Jose made the fantastic choice to select him 205th 
overall in 2003. Twenty years later, he’s still scoring. 

9. Minnesota Wild (39-21-8): Go ahead, find us a better underdog story 
than Mats Zuccarello, the five-foot-nothing Norwegian who was never 
drafted, became a beloved teammate with the Rangers and turned into a 
point-per-game player in his age-34 season. 

10. Colorado Avalanche (38-22-6): Both members of the Avs’ battery — 
Alexandar Georgiev and Pavel Francouz — are undrafted and Colorado 
has the seventh-best save percentage in the league this year. 

Why Maple Leafs should feel good about themselves despite tough loss 
to Avalanche 

11. Tampa Bay Lightning (40-22-6): Brayden Point and Anthony Cirelli 
are both third-round picks. The former is one of the best two-way pivots 
in the league, the latter is going to win a Selke before too long. Point is 
listed at five-foot-11, while Cirelli eked it out to six-feet. 

12. Seattle Kraken (37-23-7): For years, five-foot-nine, undrafted Yanni 
Gourde was one of the poster boys for Tampa’s ability to mine and 
develop talent. Now he’s helping Seattle push toward a playoff spot in its 
second year of existence. 

13. Edmonton Oilers (37-23-8): Drafted in Round 5 by Florida, never 
signed, inked as a free agent by his hometown Leafs, signed as a UFA 
by Edmonton for almost $40-million: what a ride for Zach Hyman, who is 
exploding his previous personal bests as a 30-year-old with the Oilers. 

14. Pittsburgh Penguins (34-23-10): The first two members of 
Pittsburgh’s Big 3 — Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin — were top-of-
the-draft talents. The third, Kris Letang, is a third-rounder whose had two 
strokes in his young life and still anchors the Pens D corps. 

15. New York Islanders (35-27-8): Islanders captain Anders Lee is a 
sixth-rounder who didn’t become a full-time NHLer until his age-24 
season. 

How riding shotgun with Rinne was so huge for Saros' development into 
an all-star goalie 

16. Nashville Predators (34-24-7): The bias against small goalies is a 
very real thing. At the 2013 NHL Draft Combine, one team asked Finn 
Juuse Saros to get his bones x-rayed to see if he might grow more. That 
team was not the Nashville Predators, who watched eighth-round Finn 
Pekka Rinne turn into a franchise goalie and have now replaced him with 
the 99th pick in the 2013 draft, the five-foot-11 perennial Vezina 
contender Saros. 

17. Florida Panthers (33-27-7): Undrafted Sergei Bobrovsky has two 
Vezina Trophies on his resume and stands to gross over $110 million in 
his career. 

18. Winnipeg Jets (38-27-3): Connor Hellebuyck is a fifth-round gem; 
Blake Wheeler is a classic late-bloomer, but undrafted Neal Pionk may 
take the cake as an undersized D-man who played 20 minutes a night 
from the moment he stepped into the league six seasons ago with the 
Rangers. 

19. Buffalo Sabres (33-28-6): How many teams, after a Guinness or two, 
have maligned the fact they likely could have plucked Tage Thompson 
from the Sabres two years ago for, what, a fourth-round pick? Wow, has 
this ongoing journey from breakout player to megastar in his mid-20s 
been something to behold. 

20. Calgary Flames (30-24-14): The defence features undrafted Chris 
Tanev and sixth-rounder MacKenzie Weegar, but how about five-foot-
nine, 170-pound (soaking wet) Jakob Pelletier pushing his way into the 
lineup? 

21. Washington Capitals (33-29-7): He may be a third-overall pick, but 
two teams have given up on Dylan Strome. How nice, then, that he’s 
tracking a career-best 60-point season with the Capitals at age 26 and 
has been rewarded with a five-year contract extension. 

22. Ottawa Senators (33-30-4): Alex DeBrincat slipped to the second 
round of the 2016 draft because he’s five-foot-eight. He already has two 
41-goal seasons on his resume. 

23. Vancouver Canucks (29-32-5): Andrei Kuzmenko, at 27-years-old, is 
on a 42-goal pace as a first-year NHLer. What a story. 

24. Detroit Red Wings (30-28-9): You know what, let’s just take a 
moment to recall that the Wings drafted Pavel Datsyuk and Henrik 
Zetterberg in the sixth and seventh rounds, respectively, at a time when 
the team was already winning Cups. That’s how you blend one dynasty 
into the next. 

25. Arizona Coyotes (25-32-11): Clayton Keller is a small player who 
struggled early in his career and his team was sometimes derided for 
handing him a $57-million contract when it did. Today — and for the next 
five years — he’s a bargain at $7.2-million per year. 

Coyotes' Keller scores twice in third to cap second career hat trick vs. 
Golden Knights 

26. St. Louis Blues (29-33-5): Born in Wales, raised in Australia, Nathan 
Walker might be the best example of hockey being a global game. 

27. Anaheim Ducks (22-36-10): I mean, the team itself was inspired by a 
kids movie. Twenty years on, the Ducks are still in Anaheim, have hung a 
Cup banner and, at times, have been one of the model franchises in the 
league. 

28. Montreal Canadiens (27-35-6): It’s still Martin St. Louis, isn’t it? The 
undrafted, undersized guy who went on to become a Cup champ and 
Hockey Hall of Famer is now an NHL head coach whose widely praised 
inside and outside the organization for the job he’s doing with this 
building team despite having no previous high-level bench boss 
experience. 

29. Chicago Blackhawks (23-38-6): Undrafted and five-foot-eight, Tyler 
Johnston has had a wonderful NHL career that includes two rings. 

30. Philadelphia Flyers (24-32-11): Philadelphia gave us our greatest 
fictional sports underdog, Rocky Balboa. What can Daniel Briere — the 
five-foot-nine guy who was starting to thrive in the Dead Puck Era, then 
exploded when it ended — do as a young executive now that he’s one of 
the architects of what’s starting to look like a ground-up rebuild? 

31. Columbus Blue Jackets (21-38-7): Johnny Gaudreau is still kind of 
the baby face of little guys in the league. He’s on a charge lately and 
looks as though, when all is said and done, he’ll again be a point-per-
game player in Year 1 with Columbus. 

32. San Jose Sharks (19-36-13): Four years into his San Jose tenure, it 
looked like Erik Karlsson’s time there would be characterized as 
somewhere between disappointing and disastrous. Funny how a 100-
point season from a defenceman can change the narrative. 
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MANALAPAN, Fla. – You plan, God laughs. 

The Yiddish proverb applies well to the reality Kent Hughes has lived on 
a daily basis since his early days as an NHL agent. 

And it’s that reality the 53-year-old referenced on Tuesday, when we sat 
down to discuss his short tenure as Montreal Canadiens general 
manager. 

“I always believed that, even as an agent, when people would ask, 
‘What’s your typical week like?’ I would say it’s hard to describe,” he said 
in an exclusive interview with Sportsnet. “A lot of times I had 20 items I 
wanted to get through for the week, and when I got to Item 3, I felt like I 
was running around like a chicken with my head cut off because even on 
the agent side, it’s a very reactionary business. It’s the same and then 
some on this side.” 

That’s been made clear over and over again since he took to the helm of 
the Canadiens in January 2022, and even more so this season. 

Before it, Hughes said he had no intention of over-exposing his rookie 
defencemen. But an injury to Mike Matheson in training camp thrust then-
20-year-old Kaiden Guhle into a top-pairing role and 22-year-old Jordan 
Harris into one where he was averaging more than 20 minutes per game. 

Arber Xhekaj, who didn't turn 22 until Jan. 30, won a spot out of camp 
that wouldn’t have even been available to him had Joel Edmundson been 
healthy. 

And these are just some examples of how fluid Hughes has had to be 
with his planning. 

He dealt with others at the beginning of this month, when he was unable 
to trade Sean Monahan – among others – for anything, let alone the first-
round pick he anticipated receiving when Monahan shot out to an 
excellent start with 17 points and great all-around play through the first 
25 games of the season. Injury got in the way, just as it did when it came 
to trading Edmundson for what would’ve been a strong return. 

It hasn’t all been unexpected change for the worse. The circumstances 
have allowed Hughes to get a better sense of what Guhle and Harris can 
do. He’s learned that Johnathan Kovacevic, who arrived via waivers at 
the beginning of the season, could be more than just a stopgap solution, 
and he’s seen players such as Rafael Harvey-Pinard, Jesse Ylonen and 
Alex Belzile prove they could do more than just fill in at this level, and all 
of that is positive. 

Still, it’s been a whirlwind for the Beaconsfield, Que., native. We spoke to 
him about that in a wide-ranging discussion that covered everything from 
how he views this season to how he views potentially drafting Russian 
players given the current political climate. 

The following has been edited purely for clarity and flow purposes. 

Sportsnet: What’s your takeaway from how this season has gone? 

Kent Hughes: It’s hard to, when you’re fifth from the bottom, sit here and 
say it’s a successful season. Having said that, we didn’t have 
expectations we were going to be a playoff team. We lived through an 
inordinate number of injuries, and yet we’ve remained competitive. That’s 
critical to me for our development. The development of our individual 
players and our culture has been served. 

When we went through that tough period on either side of Christmas, 
where we weren’t competitive, that didn’t feel like a great environment to 
stick a bunch of young hockey players into. But now I feel like, with the 
fact that we’re down to our last 15 games or so and we’ve had very few 
games like that, it’s been really positive. And we’ve had a group where 
the veteran guys have still bought in, and they’ve been great leaders and 
role models and helped to create this culture that’s really encouraging. 

SN: What roles, if any, have the patience and support of the fan base 
played in the good of this season? 

KH: I can tell you that, from a player perspective, from a team 
perspective and organizational perspective, it’s incredible to have that 
kind of support. It makes it so much easier for the players on a night-to-
night basis. They’re going out and playing to give their all, they’re playing 
for the fans and they know the fans are appreciating their effort. I think 
their role in being able to create this environment where our guys can get 
better and compete despite knowing that the odds are against us, from a 
playoff perspective, has been fantastic. 

Even last year, when the fans were able to come back in the building, I 
think we got a standing ovation in the final game of the season. Jeff 
Gorton was teasing David Savard, saying, "Two years in a row, you left 
the season to a standing ovation – one with the Stanley Cup and the 
other with a dead-last finish." But he was highlighting the passion of the 
fan base. 

It’s an educated and respectful fan base in that regard. It’s not just like, 
"We’ll cheer if you win." It just goes to show you, in part, how important 
the Canadiens are to the city of Montreal and the province of Quebec. 

SN: Social media gives you more exposure to the fans outside the Bell 
Centre, so you can have a pretty strong sense of how accepting the 
whole base is regarding the long-term process you guys have 
undertaken. When you gauge the temperature of the fan base as a 
whole, what does it mean to you to know they’ve bought in? 

KH: I don’t do a lot of gauging of that stuff. I’m sure other people in the 
organization do. We just set out on our mission and our objective to put a 
team together that could win on a sustainable basis. To that end, we’ve 
just gone ahead and tried to get further along in that mission. I didn’t 
know how fans would react to it. My guess is, on social media, there’s 
support for it and there’s others who won’t support it. But people we see 
on the street when we’re walking around the city, for the most part, are 
pretty positive about it. 

SN: Where do you think you’re at in the process? Are you further along 
that you thought you’d be? Behind? Or are you where you hoped you’d 
be when you put together a plan that we know isn’t necessarily written in 
ink? 

KH: I guess, in some ways, further along. Again, it’s hard to say you’re 
further along when you sit fifth from the bottom, but I actually feel like 
things have gone kind of where we had hoped they would go. There’s 
been a progression collectively, and individually. 

What we really ultimately need to do is figure out where that progression 
takes us with each individual because that really helps us understand 
what we have with our roster. When you have a young group of players 
progressing, you sit there and get excited (about) what the future could 
be, but it’s not what it is today. Your young player that’s performing well 
gives you cause for optimism, but they actually have to go out and get 
there and live up to that potential you think they might have – and that’s 
the unknown we’re still living with. What’s the ceiling for Jordan Harris? 
What’s the ceiling for Arber Xhekaj? Kaiden Guhle? Justin Barron? And 
same for the Cole Caufields and Nick Suzukis and Kirby Dachs and the 
young forwards coming. 

SN: Who are some players that have developed beyond what you’d 
initially hoped for under head coach Martin St. Louis? 

KH: I wouldn’t say there’s a specific player that’s turned my head, but 
there’s certainly some where you’ve seen considerable progression. I 
think Josh Anderson is one where he’s doing a better job of extending 
possessions, protecting pucks and trying to add to his game. I think all 
good hockey players learn how to use their best assets to their 
advantage, and Josh has learned how to use his speed more away from 
puck. He’s getting pucks, catching players flatfooted. What did he have 
the other night? Three breakaways? He’s got to be up there in the NHL in 
terms of breakaways this year, and it’s not like he’s doing it hiding behind 
a defenceman. He’s beating people to get to breakaways. 
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I think Marty’s had an overall impact on everybody. Every hockey player 
also has a certain internal pressure to be this, to be that, but I think Marty 
creates a good environment for it to happen. 

It’s not just Marty, it’s the whole coaching staff. 

I think players have a sense that they’re all in this together, working 
together towards something individually and collectively, and the staff 
has created that. They’ve garnered, as a group, respect for what they’ve 
accomplished as hockey players, and that helps. 

SN: It was thought the team would opt for coaching experience to fill the 
vacancy left by Luke Richardson, but Stephane Robidas came in to run 
the defence. What do you make of his work? 

KH: I don’t know if you guys see him, but I see him all the time one-on-
one with one D or another going over video. He’s got a great mind for the 
game. His background was development. He’s also very patient. 
Incredibly patient, doesn’t get uptight. I think you see that when you’re 
watching him on TV, when he’s behind the bench. 

The group of coaches, as a whole, feels pretty even-keel, and the players 
feel that and appreciate it. I had Mike Matheson and Chris Wideman 
come to me at one point this year, and we were talking about how their 
careers would’ve been different had they broken into the NHL with this 
staff. It was really meant to say this is a really great environment for 
young players. 

SN: How much credit does goaltending coach Eric Raymond deserve for 
what we’ve seen with Sam Montembeault and Jake Allen? A lot of people 
were saying Sam wasn’t an NHL goaltender when you got him, and 
many were lobbying for him to become your starter just two months ago. 
Jake has played great, so what about Raymond’s influence? 

KH: I think he’s had an influence. I think he’s, again, especially for 
goalies ... when they’re playing, they’re probably under the most 
pressure, and a bad game for a goalie is always more magnified, so he’s 
a calming influence. I think Eric is another one who’s a very even-keeled, 
matter-of-fact, business-like person who is clear on working on this or 
that and staying on task. 

Part of it, to me, is if you’re not wired that way, it’s hard to just put on a 
face for however many games a year and pretend you are. 

There’s just an element of calmness to all the coaches that the room and 
everyone is benefiting from. 

SN: What’s your view on the number of injuries your team has incurred 
since you’ve been here? 

KH: The injury piece has kept us on our toes for sure. It’s almost like, on 
a nightly basis, you’re coming down, you’re trying to figure out who’s 
injured, where are we roster-wise, where’s Laval, can we get somebody 
up, do we have to put somebody else on IR in order to call somebody up, 
so there’s been a lot of managing around it all. 

But the bigger piece is, nobody’s going to build a winning team with the 
level of injuries we’ve had. It’s impossible. 

SN: Surely, you’ve noticed the media, and some of the fans, have made 
a lot of noise about transparency – or lack thereof – on injuries. What’s 
your take on it? 

KH: Every player has the right, like anybody else, to privacy. Whether 
they choose to exercise that right because they’re private by nature, or 
because they’re worried that disclosure could put them at risk from an 
injury standpoint, is at their discretion. We talk about Arber Xhekaj – he 
hurt his shoulder, everybody saw it that was at the game or watching on 
TV, but when we come in after the game, we don’t know the extent of the 
injury, we don’t know if he’s playing the next game, if he’s going to play in 
a week’s time. If we go out there and announce it publicly so that 
everybody who wakes up the next morning across the NHL reads that 
Arber’s got a bad shoulder, when he shows up to play that next game, 
we’re putting him at risk with another player challenging him to a fight 
and maybe yanking his shoulder around a bunch. 

We’ve got to look at it. We’ve got to figure out how much of it is that 
we’ve just had really bad luck the last couple of years to, if there’s ways 
where we could, as we go forward, improve the situation. And whatever 
ways there are, we’re going to roll up our sleeves and get to work on 
figuring out what they are and allocate whatever resources we have on 
anything we can do to get better in that department. 

So, there will be an element of trying to protect the athlete. 

But then there’s going to be a third tier, where we’re approaching a trade 
deadline with a player like Sean Monahan, who’s a trade candidate, 
where I would rather pick up the phone and have a one-on-one 
conversation with a GM about Sean’s health issues than have people 
read about it without having the entire picture and discounting him as a 
possible trade candidate. 

Outside of all that, I have no issue with being transparent. We’ve had a 
lot of situations this year, to be perfectly frank with you, where there’s 
been too much unknown. Sean Monahan’s case, with how he injured 
himself in the rehab process, and it was just really difficult to pinpoint the 
issue and what the timeline is for it. Kirby Dach was another one. We 
laughed and said we might as well not tell the truth because no one is 
going to believe us, but what we said about him, about having believed 
he had an infection that then turned out to be an injury, was the truth. 
There are other players, like Joel Armia, who still have issues we’re still 
trying to get to the bottom of. 

SN: Coming back to the big picture and your plan moving forward, there’s 
money coming off the books this year, players’ contracts expiring. Should 
fans expect the Canadiens to spend to the cap next season? 

KH: I think we will. As we’ve done, wherever we feel we have a way to 
leverage cap space to improve us immediately or improve us in the 
future, I think we will do it. You had the example with Sean Monahan this 
year where once we knew Carey (Price) wasn’t going to be able to play 
and we could spend his money, we immediately tried to do it. We didn’t 
think the most productive way at that point was to go sign an older free 
agent, so we made the trade, acquired a draft pick and a pretty darned 
good hockey player at the same time, which was great. Unfortunately, 
injuries have prevented him from being all that he could’ve been this 
year. 

SN: Before we get to free agency, we’ve got the rest of the season to go 
and the draft approaching. What’s your immediate focus, aside from 
traveling to the world under-18 tournament? 

KH: You’re never going to know the whole universe of players available 
for the draft, so it’s nice to get your eyes on some of them and have a 
little bit of an understanding. Ultimately, we put our trust in our scouting 
group to direct us when it comes to the amateur draft. But I like to go 
and, if I see things in a player, raise those issues and say, "Do you worry 
about this? Did you notice this about a player?" Whether it’s a positive or 
a potential shortcoming in their game, we want to be able to at least 
debate it with the scouts. 

But the other component for us now is, we have so many young players 
we’ve already drafted – the (Riley) Kidneys and (Joshua) Roys and 
(Logan) Maillouxs – whose junior careers are coming to an end. We’d 
like to get some of them to Laval to push for the playoffs there if they 
become available. 

SN: When you talk about having all those young players already in the 
system, is it fair to assume that your window logically opens as Suzuki, 
Caufield and Dach advance into their prime years, starting around two 
seasons down the line? 

KH: We can’t have a blueprint that isn’t malleable enough to react to 
certain changes in the environment or events. At the end of the day, we 
want it to open as quick as we can. 

Dach was that type of example where, instead of acquiring a pick, we got 
a player three years older who we feel had as much or more potential as 
that pick could’ve represented but we feel could hit it three years quicker. 
And we’ll continue to look for those situations. 
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They’re not always going to be there. And we were lucky or fortunate 
enough to be the ones who were able to trade for Dach, it could’ve been 
somebody else. 

We’ll continue to look at that and, to me, those are ways to advance our 
timeline while still getting youngers. And if we don’t, we’ll use the picks. 

But I do envision there’s a time coming soon where a pick that we’ve 
acquired becomes a trade asset instead of a future player. 

SN: The draft is quickly approaching. What’s your view on taking Russian 
players? 

KH: I think as we get closer to the draft, we’re going to delve into that a 
little bit deeper. Of course, (co-director of amateur scouting) Nick Bobrov 
is Russian, so he’s in a position to expand on it and share a bit more 
information. 

But yeah, there has to be some level of concern, and that’s probably true 
for all the teams given the climate of that world today. 

SN: Our time is up, so thanks for doing this and good luck the rest of the 
way. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets’ Scheifele, Connor take accountability after benching: 
'It’s about work ethic’ 
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WINNIPEG — Mark Scheifele confesses to being pissed off and not 
wanting to provide any click bait. 

Kyle Connor was feeling some emotions of his own and was happy to 
have a few days to collect his thoughts before sharing them publicly. 

But as far as the recent benching for two of the Winnipeg Jets' star 
players go, the issue has been dealt with and it’s not going to be 
something that becomes an issue for either Scheifele or Connor as the 
focus shifts back to a playoff push. 

“Pissed off. No one ever wants to get benched,” said Scheifele, asked 
about his feelings at the time. “So, I’ve just got to be better tonight.” 

As for why Scheifele didn’t speak to members of the media on Tuesday 
after the benching, this could fall under the category of — if you don’t 
have anything nice to say, don’t say anything at all. 

“I just didn’t want to,” said Scheifele, who was asked to expand on that 
subject in a follow-up question. “I was pissed off. I didn’t want to say 
something that you guys get some click bait from. I just didn’t want to.” 

Accountability was a hot button topic going into the season and as an 
alternate captain, offering a few thoughts about the need to be better 
after Tuesday’s game probably would have been enough for the subject 
to be put to bed. 

Instead, the conversation continued for two more days and now one of 
the narratives revolves around whether or not there will be any lasting 
residue. 

Clearly, Scheifele’s focus was on returning to form, not on whether or not 
this benching angle takes on a life of its own. 

“I have no idea. You guys are the journalists. You guys get to write 
whatever you guys want to write about,” said Scheifele. “You guys will do 
that and try to get views. That’s the name of the game.” 

Scheifele, Connor and Nino Niederreiter took a seat for the final 11:45 of 
the second period of Tuesday’s 5-3 loss to the Carolina Hurricanes. 

The trio hadn’t generated a single shot attempt and were on for all three 
goals against as the Jets fell behind 3-1. 

Jets head coach Rick Bowness was clearly sending a message to his top 
line and it’s safe to say that message was received. 

“It’s about work ethic. Just coming back to your roots and playing your 
game,” said Connor. “Whether it’s worthy of a benching or not in that 
period, it’s what the coach decided. It sucks because you’re not able to 
get back into the game and help the team. You’re sitting there pretty cold 
and I think he’s just trying to send a message to us that it’s unacceptable. 
We know that. We’re aware of it. We’ve played a lot of games in this 
league, we know what it looks like when we’re playing the right way. 

“We’re motivated. We’re all in this together. We want to win the Stanley 
Cup here. There’s no pointing fingers or blame. It’s coming together and 
trying to work hard and (working) on everybody’s game and trying to take 
it to the next level.” 

As for what was going through his mind at the time of the benching, 
Connor was looking for ways to get himself back on track. 

“Trying to find someway to contribute, knowing that it’s not your night and 
be a good teammate and trying to stay positive,” said Connor. “Yeah, it’s 
difficult. Obviously, as a competitor, you want to be out there helping your 
team win but it wasn’t going our way. 

“It’s something that probably happens in everybody’s life, obviously in pro 
sports. But you’ve got to go out and accept the challenge and my 
mentality, if I ever have a bad game or I don’t like the way that I’ve 
played, is to work twice as hard. Come back and work twice as hard. 
(Take) extra reps…It was just one of those nights.” 

Connor leads the Jets in scoring, but has only one goal in his previous 11 
games going into Thursday’s tilt with the league-leading Boston Bruins. 

He doesn’t expect this dry spell to last much longer. 

“Keep playing the way I know I can. Don’t shy away from taking shots. 
Don’t change my game. It’s a matter of time,” said Connor, who has 27 
goals and 73 points in 68 games. “I had a breakaway in Tampa. 
Obviously pissed I don’t score on that. I’ve had other chances here and 
there. You start (worrying) when you don’t get chances, you start looking 
at ways to create more. Sometimes that’s not the right answer, it’s just 
being a little simpler.” 

Bowness said on Thursday morning that his original plan was to just skip 
the line for a few rotations, but since the other three lines were rolling, he 
waited until the third period to send them back over the boards. 

He had a meeting with Scheifele, Connor and Niederreiter and considers 
the issue to be in the rearview mirror. 

“I wouldn’t say they were benched. We took a couple shifts away from 
them. If they were benched they wouldn’t have played the rest of the 
game,” said Bowness. “They’re proud guys. I know they’re very proud 
guys. You know they’re not going to hang their heads and sulk. Some 
guys will miss a couple shifts and it bothers them. I knew those two 
would respond, and Nino. 

“Clearly, things weren’t going their way that night. The message is 
regroup on the bench and be ready to go next time your name is called, 
which they were in the third period. You’re sitting there, you’re mad, 
you’re not playing, I get it. That’s all part of it. The message is clearly we 
have to pick this up a little bit, and we have to respond. We got a better 
response in the third. Like I said, they’re pros, they’re men, they have a 
lot of pride. The top guys carry your team in the playoffs. That’s what the 
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top guys’ job is, to carry us into the playoffs. We’re confident they’ll do 
that.” 

The Jets will welcome back defenceman Josh Morrissey to the lineup 
after he missed two games with a lower body injury, but centre Pierre-
Luc Dubois will sit out at least one more game with an upper-body issue 
he suffered in a game against the San Jose Sharks last Monday. 

Bowness said on Thursday morning that veteran forward Sam Gagner 
has been dealing with hip issues and he will be out for the rest of the 
season after opting for surgery. 
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TSN.CA / Matthews, Marner earn well-deserved rest after playing 'too 
many minutes' 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, 
who practised at the Ford Performance Centre on Thursday ahead of 
Friday’s game against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Mitch Marner played a career-high 29 minutes and 10 seconds in 
Wednesday's shootout loss to the Colorado Avalanche. Auston Matthews 
logged 26 minutes and 52 seconds, which was a season high. As a 
result, Toronto's dynamic duo did not take the ice at Thursday's practice.  

"Those guys played too many minutes last night and with back-to-back 
coming up here just made sense to give them the day today," said coach 
Sheldon Keefe.  

Marner is averaging 21 minutes and 19 seconds of ice time per game. 
Matthews is at 20 minutes and eight seconds. So, what sparked the 
surge on Wednesday?  

"That's just the way the game went," Keefe explained. "In a lot of ways it 
was a best-on-best type of game last night. [Nathan] MacKinnon and 
[Mikko] Rantanen, they're at 25 minutes and those guys don't kill 
penalties. [Cale] Makar is at 30 minutes. It's kind of the way the game 
went yesterday." 

And it's not like Marner and Matthews struggled under the weight of the 
workload.  

"You look up last night and you see how many minutes they played and it 
doesn't look like that," said defenceman Mark Giordano. "It looked like 
they were going all night." 

"It wasn't like it was an up-and-down, grinding, physical game," Keefe 
noted. "It was a little more methodical and teams trying to feel their way 
to try and get a chance so I thought they could handle the minutes 
through the game. But it is important to give them the recovery time." 

Marner ended up playing the third most minutes of any player in a game 
this season behind only MacKinnon, who played 29 minutes and 50 
seconds one night, and Connor McDavid, who logged 29 minutes and 23 
seconds in a game.   

"Mitch's minutes are climbing real high," said Keefe, "but every time 
there's a stoppage in play, I can feel him looking back and looking at me, 
like, just to let me know that he's ready to go and that's what you want. 
You'd like to see all the eyes looking at you like that and make the 
decision who’s going to go out." 

The Leafs have dressed 11 forwards and seven defencemen in five of six 
games since March 2. During this stretch, Marner is averaging 24 

minutes and 22 seconds while Matthews is up to 22 minutes and 23 
seconds.  

"It's, honestly, not bad," Matthews assured reporters on Wednesday 
night. "You get in a rhythm, get out there a little bit more. In the first 
period we had some good shifts there, we were rolling around a little bit 
and third period as well. Sometimes it works out pretty nice like that." 

Still, it's not the ideal way to kick off a stretch of three games in four 
nights with travel mixed in. The Leafs host the Metropolitan Division-
leading Carolina Hurricanes on Friday before making the trip to Ottawa 
for a Saturday showdown with the Senators.  

"Players, generally, want to get on the ice," Keefe said. "Certainly, it gets 
to a point where maybe it can be too much especially when you start to 
pile on the games that are coming after it." 

The Leafs are planning to go on a long playoff run so it's important that 
Matthews and Marner are as fresh and feeling good. And yet there's a 
strong belief that they can handle big minutes now and in the future.  

"They read the play so well that they can play those minutes," said 
Giordano. "I think that's a big part of it. They are smart players and 
anticipate a lot of plays and then they have the puck a lot on their stick in 
the offensive zone. It's a lot easier to play offence than defence and 
they're two guys that read the play so well that they have the puck a lot." 

Michael Bunting has played on a line with Matthews and Marner for much 
of the last two seasons. Has he ever seen them get tired?  

"No, I don't think so," he said with a grin. "They played a lot last night, but 
you wouldn't notice it. They were out there every shift working hard and 
playing their game so a well earned day off today." 

Keefe says the Leafs will likely dress 12 forwards on Saturday, which 
should take some strain off the top players.  

"Those guys take on a lot whether it's special teams, 5-on-5, overtime, 
shootout, there's a lot there so that's why you got to be mindful of their 
recovery time," Keefe said. "But certainly they do have the engines and 
they have the ability to take on those burdens and handle it very well." 

'Buzzsaw' Marner, Matthews get rest day after logging too many minutes 
Mitch Marner finished with 29:10 of ice time against the Avalanche and 
Auston Matthews wasn't far behind with 26:52. Sheldon Keefe gave them 
both the day off after logging the minutes they did on Wednesday. 

Marner ends up logging more minutes than Matthews, because he's on 
the top penalty-kill unit.   

"He's just a buzzsaw," said Matthews. "He doesn't stop." 

"His engine doesn't stop on the ice or off," said Bunting. "He's always 
going and always 'buzzing' as he says."  

Marner's play hasn't faltered despite the uptick in ice time. He picked up 
a nice assist on the Morgan Rielly ice breaker on Monday.  

"He turned around and looked for me before I made the play so you know 
it's coming before he gets it," said Rielly. "Obviously, that's not very 
common. Only great passers can kind of have that influence on their 
teammates." 

Marner also registered four blocks on Wednesday, including a potential 
game saver on a Devon Toews shot in overtime.  

"It's extremely impressive," said centre John Tavares, who's averaging 
17 minutes and 35 seconds per game. "You see it in the energy he has 
around the group every single day. Just an incredible engine on him. [It's] 
more and more difficult to process things the more you get tired and 
fatigued, but he still just has such a good hockey IQ and is able to make 
plays and have a good understanding of the game under pressure. Yeah, 
that's not easy to do." 
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Luke Schenn will be in the lineup for Friday's game against the 
Hurricanes. It will be his first home game with the Leafs since ... April 5, 
2012.  

"It's going to be, I don't know, I can't even put it in words," the 33-year-old 
defenceman said. "It's going to be crazy. I think of all the memories of 
coming out through that tunnel from the Leafs room and into the home 
arena here, it's just crazy. Obviously, unbelievable fans. I can't really 
describe it. I don't know what it's going to be like but, put it this way, I'm 
fired right up for it." 

It should be an emotional moment as Leafs Nation welcomes back the 
player drafted fifth overall by the franchise in 2008.  

"It's been very clear to me from my first conversation I ever had with him 
just how important and special it is for him to come back here," said 
Keefe. "I think he's felt like there's some unfinished business here ... He's 
got a great appreciation for what it means to be a Maple Leaf." 

Schenn grew up in Saskatchewan where his family cottage was right 
beside one belonging to former Leaf Wade Belak.  

"Growing up you watch all the Leaf games," said Schenn. "Once I got 
drafted there I somewhat knew what to expect, but really no idea the 
magnitude." 

Schenn played a couple of games for the Leafs on the road before taking 
some time away to be with his family. He and his wife welcomed their 
third child, a daughter named Romee Grace, last Friday in Vancouver. 
Now, Schenn is ready for a long-awaited reunion with Leafs fans. He 
returns to Toronto a Stanley Cup champion having been part of Tampa 
Bay's runs in 2020 and 2021. 

"I obviously remember Schenner when he was younger here," said 
Giordano. "He's a very similar player to when he came in, but he's a 
more veteran guy now. You can see it and hear it when you talk to him. It 
was impressive to watch him for those first few games with how physical 
he is and how strong he is out there.He's going to be a big part of our 
team. So, nice for him to have his baby and get that all settled and now 
he's back with the group and ready to get back in there." 

Schenn, who leads the NHL in hits, sure looked ready at practice. 

"If we have battle drills, I'm going to stay away from No. 2," Bunting said 
with a laugh. "He's a big boy and brings that element every night. He 
works hard in the corners and in front of the net, boxing out guys and 
laying that body, but he also has a little skill to his game and makes 
those good passes, break-out passes. Yeah, he's a great addition."  

Schenn paired with Jake McCabe at practice, but Keefe noted things will 
move around with seven defencemen dressed. 

Fired-up Schenn on first home game back with Leafs: 'It’s going to be 
crazy' With Luke Schenn back with the team it's expected that he will 
make his much anticipated home debut Friday night against the 
Hurricanes. He talks about being back in Toronto and what has and 
hasn't changed since he was last with the organization. 

Giordano added another shot block to his record-setting total on 
Wednesday.  

"That one stung a bit," the 39-year-old said of the Logan O'Connor shot, 
which nailed him in the arm during the first period. "It just got me where 
there's no padding, but when you throw a turnover like that up the middle, 
you gotta get down to try and recover. I just tried to get in the way." 

Giordano has now gotten in the way of 2,055 shots, which is the most 
recorded by the NHL since they began consistently tracking that statistic 
during the 2005-06 season. Giordano moved into top spot on that list 
during a game in Seattle on Feb. 26. A couple days later he received a 
shield bearing his No. 55 from general manager Kyle Dubas to mark the 
achievement. 

"It meant a lot," the Toronto native said. "I take a lot of pride in the D-
zone, playing well defensively and on the penally kill and blocking shots 
is a big part of that. It meant a lot that our guys recognized it that way." 

'It meant a lot': Giordano appreciates shield for shot-block record Mark 
Giordano added another shot block to his collection against the 
Avalanche and admits it took a good bite out of him. He also reflects on 
receiving a shield from the team after taking over as the shot block 
leader. 

Rielly wore a microphone for American broadcaster TNT during 
Wednesday's game.  

"You lose track of it, honestly," the 29-year-old defenceman said. "It's not 
something that I think anyone really enjoys, unless you like the spotlight, 
but I think it's a good thing to do. We're all trying to grow the game so if 
that's conducive to that then it's all good." 

So, was it an easy sell? 

Rielly prefers to let his teammates have the spotlight, but he was front 
and centre on Wednesday. The Vancouver native scored the opening 
goal, which snapped a 12-game drought. It was only his third goal of the 
season. Could it be a springboard to more offence down the stretch?  

"Yeah, for sure," Rielly said. "I think so. I think we're all trying to push for 
more and get better. This is an important time of year and we're all trying 
to find that next level." 

Rielly has struggled through injury and inconsistency this season, but the 
longest-serving Leaf came out strong against the Avalanche.  

"I don't think he has had the same jump in some of the previous games," 
noted Keefe. "In this one, he started that way. He rips one off the cross-
bar early on. He jumps into the hole to get the puck to shoot it. He jumps 
into a similar hole on the second chance, which he makes good on. He 
mixes up the shot. The first one is high and off the bar. The second one 
is low corner. It was a terrific start from him. I am not sure what you can 
attribute it to, but that is what we need to see from Morgan in terms of 
jumping into those holes and kind of being that guy off of the puck that 
can be a threat for us offensively. I thought he played hard and defended 
well as well." 

NHL: Avalanche 2, Maple Leafs 1 (SO) Morgan Rielly and Mikko 
Rantanen traded goals in the first period but that's all the offence there 
would be until the shootout, where Nathan MacKinnon scored the winner 
to lift the Avalanche to victory. Alexandar Georgiev made 18 saves and 
stopped all three shots he faced in the shootout to earn the win. 

Colorado's only goal on Wednesday came on a power play, but it was a 
lucky break as a Rantanen shot deflected in off McCabe. The Leafs killed 
off Colorado's other four man-advantage opportunities.  

"I thought we did a great job last night," Giordano said. "Any time you 
give one up you don't like it, but we didn't give them much. We were 
pressuring really hard. We were getting good clears last night and when 
things did break down Sammy [Ilya Samsonov] was there and he made 
some big saves."  

Colorado's best power-play chance of the night may have come on an 
end-to-end rush by Makar. 

"You're going old school there and looking at his chest and trying to 
follow him, but he was coming pretty quick," said Giordano, who was 
staring down the Norris Trophy winner when he made that mad dash up 
the ice. "There's only a few guys in the league that you feel that type of 
speed coming on you. He's one of them. MacKinnon's obviously another 
one and McDavid too. He was coming with a lot of speed, but I felt like 
his shiftiness sort of surprised me a little bit. I just tried to watch his chest 
and stay with him."  

Lucky for the Leafs and Giordano, Makar shot wide.  
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Despite a strong night, Toronto's penalty kill has now allowed a goal in 
five straight games. They have dropped to 13th overall in penalty-kill 
percentage.  

"We've been really good for a while now, but we don't like giving up goals 
and we've given up a few here the last few games and need to clean that 
up," said Giordano, who is averaging two minutes and 18 seconds of 
shorthanded ice time per game. "Our structure and our reads have been 
pretty good for a while now and we have to keep sharpening." 

Samsonov stopped 28 of 29 shots on Wednesday.  

"He was locked in," said Keefe. "He looked really athletic and dynamic 
with some of the saves he made with his hands. I thought he was 
excellent. In a game in which there wasn't a whole lot of opportunity for 
the goalie to really shine, I thought he was still a standout in the game for 
us." 

It's never an easy night when you're facing MacKinnon and Makar.  

"It's a ton of speed," Samsonov said. "You know, like, you need [to be] a 
little bit prepared before these guys enter zone. You need to get ready for 
everything. You need to see where is forward moving? Where is D 
moving? These guys are really smart and, yeah, it's good competition 
before playoff. It's perfect."   

Samsonov robbed countryman Valeri Nichushkin who got loose for a 
breakaway during a Leafs power play in the second period.  

"I need to stop this puck, especially for Russian guy," Samsonov said 
with a smile. "It's good competition for me. He tried good, but good save 
... We meet with everybody Russian. You know, there's not a lot of us in 
the league. We meet with everybody. He's a nice guy. [Alexandar] 
Georgiev, I play with him at World Junior Championship. We stay 
together. Yeah, I know a lot of Russians." 

Keefe didn't reveal the goalie plan for this weekend other than to say 
both Samsonov and Matt Murray will play a game. Samsonov was the 
first goalie off the ice at practice, which is the usual routine for a guy 
starting the next day.  

If Samsonov does start on Friday, he may face another Russian if the 
Hurricanes go with Pyotr Kochetkov. Samsonov revealed that Kochetkov 
called him a couple years ago looking for advice about whether to play in 
the KHL or come to North America. Samsonov encouraged Kochetkov to 
make the trip overseas, which he did.  

Rod Brind'Amour was also mum on his goalie decision during a media 
session in Raleigh. The Hurricanes are also starting a back-to-back set 
on Friday night. They have been rotating starts and it's Kochetkov's turn, 
but Brind'Amour suggested he could look to give Frederik Andersen a 
shot against his old team.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Samsonov locked in during 'perfect' playoff prep Ilya 
Samsonov had a strong game against the Avalanche despite not getting 
the win in a shootout loss. Mark Masters has more on the goaltending 
situation in Toronto and why Sheldon Keefe wouldn't reveal their plans 
heading into this weekend's back-to-back. 

Right-shot defenceman Conor Timmins did not take part in the main 
practice, but did work with Toronto's skill development staff. 

"He'll be more on the developmental path the rest of the season," said 
Keefe. "We think he's shown such great ability to play and has got such 
great potential, but we think he's missed very important time in his 
personal development whether it was through injuries or bouncing 
around. He hasn't developed physically the way he otherwise would have 
if he didn't have disrupted off-seasons and things like that. So, we're 
making up for some lost time there and continuing to work with him, 
which I think will help him not only down the line and beyond this season, 
but even if it comes to a point where we need him this season we think 
he'll be further along to help us." 

Timmins hasn't played since the Leafs acquired Erik Gustafsson and 
Schenn ahead of the trade deadline. His last game was on Feb. 24.   

"Sometimes playing the games is not the right rhythm and the best thing 
or in the best interests of the player and I think this is one of those 
examples where if he gets proper development it could make up for 
some lost time," Keefe said. "Our additional depth has allowed us to put 
him on that path."  

"I saw it after the game," Giordano said with a chuckle. "My sister sent 
me a pic of it. Someone had sent it to her. We'll figure out who that was 
and whose hair my mom's doing and next time I'll try to get them a puck. 
I didn't see it in warm-up, but that's a funny sign." 

Acquired at the trade deadline last season, Giordano is in his first full 
season with his hometown team.  

"My mom's at every game," Giordano said. "She wants to be around. She 
keeps telling me she missed me for 15 years there in Calgary so she's 
not going to miss any games in Toronto. So, she's around a lot. It's nice 
to have her. It's nice to be around family." 

'Your mom does my nonna's hair': Giordano gets a laugh out of sign He 
didn't see it initially but Mark Giordano was made aware of a pretty funny 
sign at the Maple Leafs game on Wednesday that gave him a good 
laugh. 
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TSN.CA / Why the NHL should move to a 10-minute overtime 

 

Travis Yost 

 

The NHL regular-season schedule offers few glimpses of best-on-best 
hockey across conferences, so when the Colorado Avalanche and 
Toronto Maple Leafs got together on Wednesday night, excitement was 
high. 

But the game failed to deliver on two fronts. First, Colorado and Toronto 
– two normally up-tempo teams – skated through a two-goal slog for 65 
minutes. The cherry on top was the game being decided by a shootout. 

To say the shootout is unpopular among fans would be an 
understatement, but the league sees it as a necessary evil to curtail 
game lengths and keep players reasonably fresh. It’s a balancing act of 
sorts. 

In the past, I have argued the league should consider going to a 10-
minute overtime period. An extra five minutes wouldn’t be punitive, but it 
would minimize the frequency of shootouts by a considerable degree. 

As a reminder, adding five minutes of overtime would mean the average 
NHL teams sees about two or three shootouts a season, about a 50 per 
cent reduction from current levels: 

One of the things I was curious about watching last night’s shootout was 
whether the familiarity with the new 3-on-3 format – it wasn’t long ago, 
remember, that teams were considering a one-forward, two-defencemen 
setup – has led to higher scoring rates, and by extension, a natural 
decline in the number of shootouts around the league. Think of it as a 
natural evolution of sorts, akin to how fighting in the sport has 
transitioned from commonplace to rather rare. 

So, two questions to explore. First, I wanted to look at was shootout 
frequency since the overtime format changed in 2015-16. Here’s what 
that looks like, by year: 

The good news is the league, by introducing the 3-on-3 overtime format, 
cut the number of shootouts observed per team in half. The no-so-good 
news is it’s been quite stable there – despite higher rates of scoring 
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league-wide – since the introduction of the change in 2015-16. Teams 
consistently see about six shootouts a year, give or take. 

Here’s the other interesting wrinkle. We have talked about the surge in 
even-strength scoring many times over. Power-play rate scoring 
continues to rip to the upside, too. That’s not the case at 3-on-3. Some of 
it may be owed to how little time is spent there – only about 4,000 
minutes on the year – but at any rate, there hasn’t been much change: 

The NHL has been adamant that it wants a more offensive league, and to 
a degree, it has realized that goal. Scoring is up virtually everywhere. But 
it’s not at 3-on-3, and because it’s not, the NHL hasn’t seen shrinkage as 
it relates to the frequency of shootouts. Perhaps the league is 
comfortable with six (plus-or-minus) shootouts per team, per season. If 
that’s the case, this isn’t an issue. 

But to the extent the league is trying to minimize the skills competition, I’d 
say it is approaching a stalemate. Perhaps this off-season we might start 
to hear more chatter about expanding the length of the overtime format 
for the regular season. 

Five minutes would make a world of a difference. Is it amenable to the 
NHL and the Players’ Association? That’s a different question altogether. 
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