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Which NHL players need to step up down the stretch? Picks for all 32 teams 

Which NHL players need to step up down the stretch, 
whether it’s to ensure their place in their team’s future, earn 
spots on playoff rosters or prove they can be counted on to 
lead the way when the postseason rolls around? 

With about one month left in the regular season, The Athletic 
posed this question to its NHL staff this week. Here’s what 
our writers said: one player from each team with the most to 
prove the rest of the way. 

Anaheim Ducks 

Trevor Zegras: Zegras is the Ducks’ leading scorer and could 
(or should) very well finish the season as such. But on a 
team that has many needs to address in the offseason, it 
would be good if the ultra-talented playmaker shows 
management over the final few weeks that he is the kind of 
franchise piece critical to Anaheim being a playoff team and 
Stanley Cup hopeful once again. We’re talking the long 
game here and whether he will be a player who just collects 
points or one who rises to the stature Ryan Getzlaf and 
Corey Perry held as they shouldered the franchise. Zegras is 
on the precipice of earning a new contract and he can show 
with a strong finish how much he wants to be a leader and 
deserves that long-term commitment. — Eric Stephens 

Arizona Coyotes 

Brett Ritchie: The post-trade-deadline part of the season is 
traditionally audition time in Arizona, giving acquired players 
a chance to potentially earn contract extensions for next 
season. Ritchie, acquired from Calgary for his brother Nick, 
is getting an opportunity to play first-line minutes at the 
moment and making the most of them. That’s probably not 
going to last indefinitely, but Ritchie — earning a league-
minimum $750,000 on an expiring contract — fits the profile 
of what the Coyotes are looking for in a depth forward: 
someone physical and hard to play against and who isn’t 
going to break the bank. — Eric Duhatschek 

Boston Bruins 

Matt Grzelcyk: The Bruins acquired Dmitry Orlov to reinforce 
the left side of their defense. That has put Grzelcyk most at 
risk of losing his spot come Game 1 of the playoffs. Orlov 
and Hampus Lindholm are left-side locks. The Bruins like 
Derek Forbort because of his size and penalty-killing 
experience. That leaves Grzelcyk on the outs unless he 
proves he is irreplaceable as a five-on-five two-way 
presence, especially on Charlie McAvoy’s left side. — Fluto 
Shinzawa 

Buffalo Sabres 

Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen: Goalie is the biggest question mark 
on the Sabres’ roster long term. Devon Levi signed Friday 
and looks like a top-notch prospect, but the Sabres can’t 
bank on him becoming a full-time starter right out of college. 
That gives Luukkonen a head start in trying to prove he can 

handle that role. He’s been inconsistent this season, but the 
potential has been evident in his best stretches of play. Few 
Sabres have as much to gain by playing well down the 
stretch. — Matthew Fairburn 

Calgary Flames 

Jacob Markstrom: In a season filled with disappointments for 
the Flames, Markstrom ranks among the largest. To be fair 
to Markstrom, his play has improved recently, but the Flames 
will need him to be perfect the rest of the way to stay in the 
playoff hunt. If he can finish strong and lift Calgary into the 
postseason, it would go a long way toward reaffirming his 
place as one of the league’s elite netminders. — Julian 
McKenzie 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Sebastian Aho: With Andrei Svechnikov done for the season 
after undergoing knee surgery for a torn ACL, the pressure 
shifts directly to Aho. Carolina already had questions about 
its ability to score, and losing Svechnikov — along with Max 
Pacioretty earlier in the year and a quiet deadline — means 
the Hurricanes need Aho to reach another level more than 
ever so he can enter the postseason riding a wave of 
confidence. — Cory Lavalette 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Ian Mitchell: The Blackhawks have a lot of players who either 
seem to be firmly returning or not returning next season. 
Mitchell is one of the few unknowns. He’s a restricted free 
agent and has played a number of games in the NHL this 
season, but it’s unclear where exactly he fits in the 
Blackhawks’ future plans. His play down the stretch could 
help determine that. — Scott Powers and Mark Lazerus 

Colorado Avalanche 

Gabriel Landeskog: Landeskog has been out all season after 
undergoing knee surgery in October. When he’s healthy, 
he’s an elite-level winger and someone capable of making 
big contributions in a playoff run. If he proves able to return 
from his current injury, it will be a huge boost for the 
Avalanche. He’s skating, so it’s possible he returns, but 
there’s still not certainty on the situation. — Peter Baugh 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Elvis Merzlikins: The Blue Jackets expect to make 
substantial changes throughout their lineup this summer, but 
one position for 2023-24 seems already settled: Merzlikins 
and Daniil Tarasov will be the tandem in goal. Based on their 
play this season, that should leave fans with an uneasy 
feeling. Merzlikins’ .880 save percentage is simply 
unacceptable, but he’s only one year deep on a five-year, 
$27 million contract, so the Blue Jackets have no choice but 
to be committed to him. Merzlikins is currently away from the 
team and back in Latvia due to a family matter, but it would 
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calm a lot of nerves if he returned and put together a string of 
strong starts down the stretch. — Aaron Portzline 

Dallas Stars 

Nils Lundkvist: Mason Marchment would have been the 
answer, but he’s out for most, if not all, of the stretch run with 
a knee injury. Lundkvist, meanwhile, is in his third stretch of 
being regularly healthy-scratched. He’ll be back in the lineup 
at some point, and when he gets a chance, he’ll need to 
show the coaches some improvements offensively and 
defensively, as well as potentially on the power play, if he 
wants to be depended on in the playoffs. The Stars don’t 
have a lot of options on the back end so Lundkvist’s 
advancement will be key to a playoff run. — Saad Yousuf 

Detroit Red Wings 

Filip Zadina: Zadina has already proven something with the 
work he put in to come back from a significant leg injury this 
season. He’s been noticeable in his return, which at times 
has resulted in top-six usage, even though he still hasn’t 
found significant production in the NHL. But that production 
element remains important, and while the two years 
remaining on Zadina’s contract certainly offer some security, 
he would benefit significantly from an end-of-season surge to 
set the tone for next season, much like Michael Rasmussen 
did at the end of last year. — Max Bultman 

Edmonton Oilers 

Kailer Yamamoto: Hours after the trade deadline, Yamamoto 
had one of his best games of the season. He scored twice, 
added an assist and looked much like he did three years ago 
when he teamed up with Leon Draisaitl and Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins on one of the NHL’s best lines. Since then, he’s 
barely been noticeable, though, continuing a season-long 
trend. He’s still in the top six, but the Oilers have several fill-
in options. Warren Foegele appears to be nipping at his 
heels for the final spot. Yamamoto needs to step up down 
the stretch to keep his primo spot in the lineup — and maybe 
even his job in the offseason, too. — Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

Florida Panthers 

Sergei Bobrovsky: The Panthers have worked their way back 
onto the playoff bubble, nipping at the Islanders’ heels for the 
second wild-card spot (three points back with two games in 
hand). The easiest way in will be if their $10 million goalie 
plays like a $10 million goalie. Since Feb. 1, Bobrovsky is 10-
4-1 with a .914 save percentage and has saved nearly 10 
goals above expected, second best in the league. If he 
keeps that up, especially with Spencer Knight unavailable, 
he’ll have re-proven something. — Sean Gentille 

Los Angeles Kings 

Pheonix Copley: On a team that’s been rolling, with a 12-2-2 
mark since the All-Star break, it’s a bit of a challenge to 
single out one player who needs to step up. The entire team 
needs to do that as it tries to chase down Vegas for the 
Pacific Division title — and possible the top seed in the West. 
But I’m thinking Copley has the most to prove, and that’s odd 
to say given he is 21-4-3 and was crucial in keeping the 
Kings’ season from going off the rails. Now, though, Copley 
has to fend off a challenge from Joonas Korpisalo, who was 
brought in from Columbus to fortify the net down the stretch. 

The two are currently in a timeshare, and Copley has risen to 
the challenge, going 3-0-1 with only six goals allowed and a 
.942 save percentage since the trade. He’ll have to keep up 
the strong play with Korpisalo also doing well as they both 
vie for the Game 1 start in a playoff series. — Eric Stephens 

Minnesota Wild 

Matt Boldy: Especially with Kirill Kaprizov out, the Wild need 
Boldy to continue to step up down the stretch and show why 
that seven-year, $49 extension he was signed to in January 
was worth it. He needs to play like a go-to guy, something he 
has started to show with two goals and three assists in three 
games in Kaprizov’s absence after scoring just one goal and 
five assists in the previous 18 games. — Michael Russo 

Montreal Canadiens 

Denis Gurianov: The Stars had grown frustrated with 
watching Gurianov shift back and forth from genius to ghost, 
and it is up to him to avoid the same pattern in Montreal. The 
Stars also traded him because of his qualifying offer of $2.9 
million, an amount they simply were not willing to invest in a 
player they had determined they were unable to get the most 
out of. At the trade deadline, general manager Kent Hughes 
suggested that the Canadiens might not be willing to do that 
either when, in his initial response on acquiring Gurianov, he 
immediately noted how they are entering their first offseason 
where they have some financial flexibility. Gurianov has 13 
games left to show he is worthy of a contract. — Marc 
Antoine Godin 

Nashville Predators 

Matt Duchene: Fun has returned to Nashville with a lot of 
young players on the ice — players who are only here 
because of the deadline selloff — and a team under no 
pressure trying to make a run to a playoff spot. That’s not 
happening if Duchene doesn’t have a production surge. It’s 
been an underwhelming response for him, so far, to last 
season’s monster numbers. His contract dictates he will 
almost certainly be with the team next year. But is he all in 
on the changes? Does he want to help lead the new 
direction? These questions linger. — Joe Rexrode 

New Jersey Devils 

Vitek Vanecek: Vanecek has already played a career-high 43 
games this season. It’s not clear if that’s weighing him down, 
but it’s also not exactly surprising to see his levels have 
dropped off as the season wears on. The question is going to 
be how the Devils manage his workload down the stretch to 
best stabilize his game. They need to keep him fresh but 
also let him play through some of these struggles. — Shayna 
Goldman 

New York Islanders 

Bo Horvat: After arriving from Vancouver and signing a huge 
eight-year contract extension, Horvat had some immediate 
success and seemed to be developing chemistry with 
Mathew Barzal before a lower-body injury sidelined Barzal. 
Horvat has continued to contribute in various ways — 
including in the face-off circle and, before Jean-Gabriel 
Pageau’s return, on the penalty kill — but his scoring has 
dried up with just one goal in his past 10 games. At some 
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point, he’s going to have to do more offensively if the 
Islanders are to reach the postseason. — Kevin Kurz 

New York Rangers 

Artemi Panarin: Panarin is having another big-number 
regular season, but no one was happy with his playoff run 
last spring. Now, the Rangers have brought in a couple of old 
Panarin pals in Vladimir Tarasenko and Patrick Kane, so the 
focus is even more on Panarin as the Rangers head toward 
the postseason. — Arthur Staple 

Ottawa Senators 

Alex DeBrincat: The Senators will have a major decision on 
their hands with DeBrincat this summer. The winger is due a 
$9 million qualifying offer, but a one-year contract could 
simply walk him right into unrestricted free agency in 2024. In 
all likelihood, the Senators need to make a decision in the 
months ahead: either sign DeBrincat to a long-term 
extension or trade him to another team. DeBrincat’s 
production has dipped in his first full season in Ottawa, as 
the two-time 40-goal scorer is only on pace for a 26-goal 
campaign. If he can show some flashes of his offensive 
prowess and help the Senators climb back into the playoff 
race in the final month, it will help make the decision to sign 
him to a contract extension a bit easier. — Ian Mendes 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Morgan Frost: In short, John Tortorella isn’t yet sold on Frost 
as a future piece, and he’s a pending restricted free agent 
this summer. Frost has six points in 16 games since the All-
Star break, and every time Tortorella is asked about him, the 
head coach responds with some variation of “we’ll see” when 
it comes to whether he qualifies as a young piece worth 
keeping. This final month stands to be pivotal in Frost’s 
attempts to convince both Tortorella and interim general 
manager Daniel Briere that he deserves a place in the 
organization’s long-term rebuilding plan. — Charlie O’Connor 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Tristan Jarry: Jarry is the most crucial player for the 
Penguins over the final weeks of the regular season. He’s 
missed two stretches of games since Jan. 2 because of 
different injuries, and he hasn’t performed well consistently. 
Pulled from three of his past 10 starts, Jarry is trying to re-
establish himself as a No. 1-caliber goalie, and he’s doing it 
in a contract year. Also hanging over him is the fact he’s 
never won a playoff series. — Rob Rossi 

San Jose Sharks 

James Reimer: Either Sharks goaltender, Reimer or Kaapo 
Kahkonen, could work here. Both have had disappointing 
seasons, and whether or not the 26-year-old Kahkonen can 
be a starting goalie moving forward has been thrust into 
doubt. But Reimer is an unrestricted free agent and just 
turned 35. He has been one of the most consistent goalies in 
the league over the past decade, but a strong finish could 
ease any concerns that this season is the start of a 
significant decline. — Corey Masisak 

Seattle Kraken 

Philipp Grubauer: Grubauer put in the work to earn the 
starter’s net back from Martin Jones. Now the question is 

whether he can maintain this level of play. Between February 
and March, he’s played 14 games and saved 3.4 goals more 
than expected. If he can keep up that pace, it may be 
enough to keep the Kraken going in their playoff run. Ideally, 
he’d elevate his play even further to show what an outlier last 
year was and that he’s ready to be their Game 1 playoff 
starter. — Shayna Goldman 

St. Louis Blues 

Colton Parayko: General manager Doug Armstrong almost 
has to deal a defenseman this offseason — both to change 
the dynamic of a group that hasn’t produced this season and 
to free up salary-cap space — and Parayko could be that 
guy if there’s still interest around the league. The Blues 
aren’t going to make that assessment just based on the next 
five weeks, but as Parayko’s play has shown signs of 
improvement, he could make it a more difficult decision with 
a strong finish. — Jeremy Rutherford  

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Michael Eyssimont: The Lightning lineup is pretty much set 
other than two spots: the fourth line and third defensive pair. 
Eyssimont, acquired at the deadline, is being given a chance 
to show what he can do, and early returns are good. The 
only other battle is the bottom pair, and Darren Raddysh is 
getting a look there. Can he beat out veteran Zach 
Bogosian? — Joe Smith 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Matt Murray: The Leafs made a huge bet on Murray when 
they traded for him last season after a largely ineffective, 
injury-plagued year. They hoped he would be the guy to lead 
them to a Stanley Cup, banking on his experience winning 
two with the Penguins at the start of his career. It’s been a 
bumpy proposition so far. Murray has missed two huge 
chunks of the year with injury and has been bettered in the 
crease by Ilya Samsonov. He needs to prove he should still 
be the guy in the playoffs — and is worthy of that risky bet. 
Crucial to those efforts, of course, will be staying healthy, 
another big question for Murray down the stretch. — Jonas 
Siegel 

Vancouver Canucks 

Vitali Kravtsov: The Canucks have a glut of wingers, 
especially with Ilya Mikheyev set to return for next season 
and the likes of Nils Höglander and Linus Karlsson looking to 
win roster spots for next season as well. Kravtsov has to 
show potential down the stretch. He doesn’t add penalty-
killing or defensive value, so you’d like to see him rack up 
some points to show that he can be part of the solution for 
2023-24. — Harman Dayal 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Jack Eichel: In his eighth NHL season, Eichel has yet to 
taste playoff hockey. Pretty much everyone expected that to 
change last season when he was traded from Buffalo to 
Vegas, but the Golden Knights shockingly missed out on the 
postseason for the first time. Now in first place in the Pacific 
with only 13 games to go, he’s in a great position to end that 
streak and show the league what he can do on the biggest 
stage. Without captain Mark Stone, who underwent back 
surgery earlier this season, the Golden Knights will need the 
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best version of Eichel down the stretch and into the playoffs. 
— Jesse Granger 

Washington Capitals 

Anthony Mantha: Anthony Mantha’s future as a Capital feels 
tenuous. The big winger has one goal in 22 games since the 
calendar flipped to 2023. He’s also been scratched a handful 
of times, including Friday’s critical game against visiting St. 
Louis. While sitting a $5.7 million player is not unheard of, at 
this late stage in the season — and with the team attempting 
to make a last-second push toward the playoffs — it sends a 
strong message about where he stands. The question now is 
this: Can Mantha show enough down the stretch to change 
minds about him in D.C. or entice another team to trade for 
him this summer? — Tarik El-Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets 

Kyle Connor: It’s easy to point fingers at the usual suspects 
in Winnipeg: Connor Hellebuyck has allowed 28 goals in his 
past seven games, for example, while Mark Scheifele and 
Nino Niederreiter were benched along with Connor against 
Carolina on Tuesday. But Hellebuyck is on the shortlist for 
best goaltender of his generation, Scheifele’s production has 
remained high, and most Jets have found ways to help even 
when they’ve stayed off the scoresheet. Meanwhile, Connor 
is a spectacular scorer who isn’t scoring while also hurting 
the team defensively. He’s better than that, he knows he’s 
better than that, and a return to form could transform 
Winnipeg’s playoff outlook. — Murat Ates
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Recap: Errors Prove Costly For Canes In Toronto 

Maple Leafs earn victory by capitalizing on odd-man rush 
chances and scoring on their lone power play opportunity 

By Walt Ruff 

TORONTO, ON. - There was no pot of gold (or goals) to be 
found for the Carolina Hurricanes on St. Patrick's Day, 
instead rather a 5-2 defeat to the Toronto Maple Leafs.  

The Story 

Opening a back-to-back set on the road, the weekend 
quickly got started on the wrong note for the Canes. 

Just 2:54 in, on Toronto's second shot of the night, a puck 
was redirected by Kochetkov to give the Maple Leafs the 
night's first goal. 

While the home club deserved all credit for creating the 
opening tally, their next four would all come with some 
assistance from Carolina. Later in the first, with a Canes 
defenseman caught up in the play, Mitch Marner went 
around Martin Necas and fired on a two-on-one to give his 
team a 2-0 lead. 

Carolina would go on to play from behind the rest of the 
night, but they did have a quick response to Marner's 31st 
point in 20 games. Just 2:07 following, Brady Skjei was able 
to work down the blocker side wall to Ilya Samsonov and fire 
to get his team on the board. 

But before the Metropolitan Division's leaders could take the 
game to the second period as a one-goal game, it was a 
penalty that this time bit Carolina. On what would be 
Toronto's only man advantage of the night, Auston Matthews 
had an initially blocked shot glance off of his leg and go by 
Kochetkov to give his team their two-goal gap back. 

In the second period, Martin Necas was the beneficiary of 
some slick puck work from Teuvo Teravainen and Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi, briefly giving Carolina some hope. 

However, 4:14 after it became a 3-2 game, an overskated 
puck in neutral ice by the Canes allowed Zach Aston-Reese 
to work in on a two-on-one and score once again. 

There would then be just one goal in the third period, and to 
round out their night Toronto added one more on an odd-
man rush. Morgan Rielly worked in on a two-on-one with 
Matthews and elected to shoot, placing a wrist shot by 
Kochetkov's blocker to make it a 5-2 contest. 

The final horn would shortly thereafter sound, and Carolina 
would suffer their second loss to Toronto in as many tries 
this season. 

The two teams will meet at PNC Arena to close out their 
season series next Saturday. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour providing his perspective of the loss... 

"They're one of the most talented teams in the league. We 
gave them a couple two-on-ones and they put it in the back 
of the net like it's their job. We knew coming in that we didn't 
want to do that. It's tough because we gave them a couple of 
goals. They didn't have to work too hard for them... When a 
team has that much offense, you can't give them freebies. 
We gave them a couple and it's too hard to come back [after 
that].” 

Jordan Martinook  discussing how the team's mishaps led to 
an easier route to victory for their opponent... 

"A team with that skill level, you just can't be giving them 
chances. Every chance we gave them was a Grade-A 
chance that ended up in the back of our net. You have to be 
able to stick to your game plan, stay tight, stay above people 
and don't let their skill guys get behind you. We let that 
happen too many times tonight." 

Brett Pesce offering his thoughts on what went wrong tonight 
for Carolina... 

"We're giving up a little too much. Sometimes we're trying to 
overdo things instead of just making the simple play. We've 
given up a lot of odd-man rushes in the last three or four 
games. I think we have to do a better job of cleaning that 
up." 

Bonus Notes 

 The Canes fall to 44-15-8 with the defeat. 

 Jalen Chatfield returned to the lineup for Carolina 
after missing four games due to an upper-body 
injury. Dylan Coghlan became the healthy extra as 
a result. 

 Brady Skjei's goal was his second in as many 
games, advancing his already career-high to 14 
goals. Only five defensemen in the NHL have more 
goals than him this season. 

What's Next? 

The Canes will travel to the City of Brotherly Love 
immediately post-game and take on the Flyers Saturday at 5 
p.m. The game is an ESPN+/Hulu broadcast special.
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Preview: March 18 at Philadelphia 

Canes to try and close out a four-game season series sweep 
over the Flyers 

By Walt Ruff 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. - The Carolina Hurricanes will look to 
quickly turn the page from last night's defeat, now focusing 
on a Saturday showdown against the Philadelphia Flyers. 

When: Saturday, March 18 

Puck Drop: 5 p.m. ET 

Watch: ESPN+/Hulu 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 44-15-8 (96 Points, 1st, Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 5-2 Loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs on 
Friday, March 17 

Flyers Record: 25-32-11 (61 Points, 7th, Metropolitan 
Division) 

Flyers Last Game: 5-2 Win over the Buffalo Sabres on 
Friday, March 18 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS THIS SEASON 

 Saturday, October 29: Brent Burns scores the 
overtime winner in a 4-3 win for the Canes in 
Philadelphia. 

 Friday, December 23: A 6-5 victory sends the 
Canes into the holiday break with a new franchise 
record 14-game point streak. 

 Thursday, March 9: Pyotr Kochetkov posts a 19-
save shutout as Carolina wins 1-0. 

NEWS & NOTES 

Last Time Out: In the words of Rod Brind'Amour post-game, 
the Canes gave the Toronto Maple Leafs a couple of 
"freebies" Friday night, proving costly in a 5-2 loss. Three of 
Toronto's five goals came either by way of an odd-man rush 
or the power play, making it a tough hill to overcome for 
Carolina as they opened their back-to-back. Brady Skjei 
scored for a second consecutive game and Martin Necas 
added another to his career-high of 25, but in the end, it was 
not a particularly strong night for their club. 

In Net: After Pyotr Kochetkov took his turn in the rotation last 
night, Frederik Andersen is expected to start today. 
Andersen earned a 21-save victory over the Winnipeg Jets 
on Tuesday, improving to 17-7 on the season. 

Broadcast Reminder: Today's game is an ESPN+/Hulu 
special. John Buccigross and Barry Melrose will have the 
call, as Mike Maniscalco and Tripp Tracy switch over to 
radio-only. 

Chatty's Back: Defenseman Jalen Chatfield returned to the 
lineup Friday night in Toronto, taking his routine spot on the 

blue line next to Shayne Gostisbehere. #5 missed four 
games after suffering an upper-body injury last Tuesday in 
Montreal, his first missed action of the season. 

PK Streak Snapped: Arriving in Toronto having not allowed a 
power play goal in their last 12 games, Auston Matthews 
snapped the Canes' perfect penalty kill run at 28 
consecutive. The second-half success of the units has led 
them on a surge up the league's leaderboard though, now 
ranking as the second-best PK (83.6%) in the league, behind 
only the Boston Bruins (85.7%). 

Just Find Three: One of Carolina's biggest assignments for 
the remainder of the season is finding ways to score goals 
without Andrei Svechnikov and Max Pacioretty. Statistics 
show that Rod Brind'Amour's group doesn't need much, in 
fact, three may be their magic number. When scoring three 
goals this season, the Canes are 39-4-4. 

On The Other Side: Philadelphia also played last night, 
utilizing Owen Tippett's first NHL hat trick on the road to a 5-
2 victory over Buffalo. Speaking of three goals, it was the first 
time since February 20 that Philadelphia was able to find the 
back of the net more than three times, netting five on just 22 
shots. The offense continues to be an area of struggle for the 
Flyers, who have a league-low 26 goals in 12 games over 
the last calendar month. 

INJURY UPDATES 

Injuries are listed below in chronological order. 

 Forward Ondrej Kase has been in concussion 
protocol since October 13. Don Waddell said on 
March 3 that the team is not planning on him 
returning this season. 

 Forward Max Pacioretty tore his Achilles tendon for 
the second time in six months on January 19. 

 Goaltender Antti Raanta suffered a lower-body 
injury on March 7. On March 17 Rod Brind'Amour 
said there was no update on his injury. 

 All-Star forward Andrei Svechnikov is out 
indefinitely due to a knee injury suffered March 11 
versus Vegas. The team announced on March 14 
that he will miss the remainder of the season, plus 
playoffs, due to an ACL injury. 

ADDITIONAL GAME INFORMATION 

What Are We Wearing?: Because Toronto's St. Pats 
uniforms required Carolina to wear back on Friday, and for 
ease of packing on the trip, the Canes will once again be 
wearing black today. 

AFTER THE FINAL HORN 

The Canes will travel back to Raleigh post-game and have 
off on Sunday. They'll then practice Monday before flying to 
New York City for a Tuesday meeting against the Rangers.
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Aston-Reese scores twice for Maple Leafs in win against Hurricanes 

Rielly has goal, assist for Toronto, which strengthens hold on 
2nd in Atlantic 

By Dave McCarthy 

TORONTO -- Zach Aston-Reese scored twice for the 
Toronto Maple Leafs in a 5-2 win against the Carolina 
Hurricanes at Scotiabank Arena on Friday. 

It was the fourth time in his NHL career (293 games) that 
Aston-Reese has scored twice in a game. He has never had 
an NHL hat trick. 

"It definitely felt good," Aston-Reese said. "It's always easy to 
play the rest of the game when you score on your first shift. 
They were pretty easy goals for me to put in. [Erik] 
Gustafsson with a great shot [to deflect], a great move by 
him too with that little shimmy at the top to get free, and then 
[Sam] Lafferty with a great sauce pass. I was hoping for the 
third but I'm happy with the night." 

Morgan Rielly had a goal and an assist, John Tavares and 
Calle Jarnkrok each had two assists and Ilya Samsonov 
made 32 saves for the Maple Leafs (41-18-9), who moved 
three points ahead of the Tampa Bay Lightning for second in 
the Atlantic Division. 

"For the most part, I thought we did a really good job 
defensively and I thought we moved the puck really well 
coming out of our end tonight, which has been an issue for 
us in recent games," Toronto coach Sheldon Keefe said. 
"And tonight we are playing against a team that's maybe the 
hardest in the League to come out of your zone against." 

Brady Skjei and Martin Necas scored, and Pyotr Kochetkov 
made 19 saves for the Hurricanes (44-15-8), who lost for the 
third time in four games. Carolina leads the New Jersey 
Devils by one point for first in the Metropolitan Division with 
one game in hand. 

"A team with that skill level, you just can't be giving them 
chances, and we gave them, I feel like every chance we 
gave them, it was a Grade A chance that ended up in the 
back of our net," Carolina forward Jordan Martinook said. 
"You've got to be able to stick with your game plan and just 
stay tight, stay above people, don't let their skilled guys get 
behind you, and we let that happen too many times tonight." 

The Maple Leafs went up 1-0 at 2:54 of the first period when 
Aston-Reese tipped Gustafsson's shot in the slot. 

Mitchell Marner made it 2-0 at 12:30 when he got around 
Necas to the outside just inside the blue line and shot low 

blocker from just below the right face-off dot. It was his 25th 
goal of the season. 

Skjei cut it to 2-1 at 14:37 when he shot under Samsonov's 
glove from the left dot. 

Auston Matthews made it 3-1 at 17:38 on the power play. 
Tavares' shot deflected off Hurricanes defenseman Brett 
Pesce below the right dot before ricocheting off Matthews' 
right leg at the top of the crease. It was his fourth goal in five 
games. 

Necas cut it to 3-2 at 10:45 of the second period after taking 
a pass from Teuvo Teravainen and shooting past 
Samsonov's glove just below the right dot. 

Aston-Reese put Toronto up 4-2 at 14:59. After Necas 
overskated the puck at the red line, Lafferty collected it, 
skated into the zone and found Aston-Reese with a cross-
crease pass for a tap-in. 

"It's great when those guys are able to get on the board and 
score and be a part of the offense. It's awesome for our 
group," Rielly said. "I think our guys really feed off it. They do 
a lot for our team that goes unnoticed and untalked about." 

Rielly made it 5-2 at 8:56 of the third period when he carried 
the puck on a 2-on-1 with Matthews and shot over 
Kochetkov's right shoulder from just outside the left hash 
marks. 

"With Auston, you are obviously looking to pass if you are 
with him," Rielly said. "I thought their defenseman did a good 
job of taking it away, so I just tried to pick a corner. I was 
thinking pass the whole time because of who you are out 
there with." 

NOTES: It was the first time Aston-Reese scored twice since 
Oct. 13, 2019, with the Pittsburgh Penguins. ... Maple Leafs 
forward Noel Acciari left at 19:45 of the first period after 
taking an inadvertent hit to the head from Hurricanes forward 
Jesse Puljujarvi. Keefe said Acciari will not be with the Maple 
Leafs for their game at the Ottawa Senators on Saturday. 
Keefe also said defenseman Justin Holl, who was a healthy 
scratch, and forward Wayne Simmonds, who has not played 
since Feb. 1, will play Saturday. … Marner has 10 points 
(three goals, seven assists) in a five-game point streak. … 
Carolina defenseman Jalen Chatfield was minus-1 in 14:45 
after missing four games with an upper-body injury. … The 
Hurricanes had been 28-for-28 on the penalty kill in the 
previous 12 games before Matthews scored. Their record 
without allowing a power-play goal is 13, from Dec. 21, 2014-
Jan. 17, 2015.
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Maple Leafs right past wrongs in steady, well-managed win over Hurricanes 

By Sonny Sachdeva 

Zach Aston-Reese had his first multi-point game of the year, 
potting two goals, as the Toronto Maple Leafs stifled the 
Metropolitan-leading Carolina Hurricanes 5-2 

TORONTO — Rewind to just four days ago, and Sheldon 
Keefe was standing at the podium pointing to what seemed 
his club’s fatal flaw. 

On a night that saw his Toronto Maple Leafs put themselves 
in position to add an important win to the pile, to build the 
habits they’ll need to win the games that matter most, they 
stumbled and fell. 

“We were up 2-0 with 10 minutes left in the second period on 
home ice,” Keefe had said of the eventual 4-3 loss to Buffalo, 
after the Sabres had answered that early Toronto lead with 
four straight goals to steal the night. “You have to win that 
game every time.” 

The blueprint for withstanding such barrages, for avoiding 
letting games flip and overtake them? It comes down to a 
simple, familiar lesson, Keefe had said. 

“You have to play with intelligence and play very smart, and 
manage the game.” 

It’s a message the coach has delivered before. Rewind back 
even further, before the calendar flipped to the new year, and 
he was preaching a similar lesson for his group. 

“You want to be an elite team?” Keefe had said then, after 
another blown lead, another win turned narrow loss. “You 
need to be elite in managing games.” 

Friday night at Scotiabank Arena, with the No. 2-ranked, 
Presidents Trophy-hunting Carolina Hurricanes in town, his 
Leafs got another chance at redemption. 

And this time, they made good on the opportunity. 

For the second straight game, the Maple Leafs found 
themselves locked in something of a post-season preview, a 
bout in which ice had to be earned, where persistence beat 
out pedigree. 

“Again it kind of had that playoff type of feel, in terms of both 
teams being conscious not to allow too much offence,” said 
Morgan Rielly of the affair, similar to the extra-time nail-biter 
against Colorado two nights ago. “Tight, not a lot of high-end 
chances, if you look at it.” 

Like they did against Colorado, and Buffalo before that, 
Toronto drew first blood, Mitch Marner and Zach Aston-
Reese getting the Leafs on the board early. By the time 40 
minutes had expired, Keefe’s squad found themselves in the 
same, all-important spot they’d held against Buffalo: two-goal 
lead, a talented team staring them down from the other side 
of the sheet, the task at hand simple. 

Manage the game, close it out, and get the win. 

“We battled the entire time, no matter what happened,” said 
Aston-Reese from the locker room post-game, after his club 
not only held that lead, but added to it, finishing the evening 
with a 5-2 victory. “Whether it was calls we didn’t agree 
with, to fight through it and get the kill, going down to 10 
forwards — it’s never easy. 

“I think we kept it simple and everybody did their job tonight. 
There were no passengers.” 

Carolina didn’t make it easy on them. Though not as lethal 
as they might’ve been had star forward Andrei Svechnikov 
not seen his season cut short by injury, the Canes still 
brought plenty, throwing 34 shots at Ilya Samsonov and 
giving the Scotiabank Arena crowd more than a few white-
knuckle moments as pucks trickled past the crease and 
flipped off the post in the latter half of the game. 

Still, these Leafs managed to see it through to the final 
buzzer. 

“When they were pressuring us hard, we did our job,” said 
Mitch Marner. “We bent a little bit, but didn’t break. We 
stayed to our structure. We got opportunities often, and when 
we did, we didn’t miss.” 

The greatest test came midway through the night — around 
the same spot their effort against Buffalo had fallen apart — 
as Carolina’s Martin Necas found space deep in the Leafs’ 
zone and wired one past Samsonov, pulling his side within 
one. 

This time, Toronto came up with the counterpunch, Aston-
Reese burying his second of the game to restore the two-
goal lead. 

“They had scored, and the game’s in the balance a little bit in 
terms of momentum and all of that, (Sam) Lafferty takes a 
puck, you see his separation speed to get into good ice, 
Reeser really worked to get to the back post, and those guys 
connected. That’s a big goal for us,” Keefe said of his depth 
forwards’ clutch showing. 

“I thought the guys responded well to them scoring, to the 
game, to the pace of the game,” Rielly added. “Not getting 
frustrated. Just sticking with it.” 

Stuck with it they did, and for their efforts, they move back to 
the win column after two tough games ending in L’s. It wasn’t 
a perfect effort — clad in their green and white St. Pats 
threads for the St. Patrick’s Day tilt, Keefe’s squad still 
needed a bit of luck to withstand a fair few grade-A Carolina 
chances that happened to bounce just out of reach. And 
some suspect officiating that more than once seemed to tilt 
the ice against them. 

But on this night, Keefe saw his club manage the game as 
well as they could — against one of the most dangerous 
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opponents in the league — and come up on the right side of 
the thing. 

“The penalty kill responded really, really well, whether it was 
at the start of the second period or in the third period — if the 
penalty kill doesn’t do a job, it changes the game 

significantly. Our power play gets one opportunity, and 
makes good on it,” the coach said. 

“I just thought we played a real smart game against a very 
good team.”

 

 

Hurricanes unlucky in St. Patrick’s Day matchup 

The Carolina Hurricanes just didn’t have it as they came up 
short against the Toronto Maple Leafs, losing 5-2 Friday 
night at Scotiabank Arena. 

By Ryan Henkel  

Luck was not on the Carolina Hurricanes’ side Friday night 
as they lost to the Toronto Maple Leafs 5-2 at Scotiabank 
Arena. 

It just wasn’t the Hurricanes’ night as they failed to mount a 
strong enough effort, and the odd-man rushes they kept 
conceding kept winding up in the back of their net. 

Of the five goals that the Maple Leafs scored, three of them 
came off of the rush on odd-man situations. Sure, you’d have 
liked rookie netminder Pyotr Kochetkov to have made 
another save or two throughout the night — he wound up 
giving up 2.81 goals more than expected according to 
MoneyPuck.com — the team was doing him no favors. 

It didn’t take long for Toronto to strike, as Zach Aston-Reese 
outmuscled his man in the slot and scored just 2:54 into the 
contest, getting a stick on an Erik Gustafsson shot and 
redirecting it past Kochetkov.  

Later on in the period, Mitch Marner wound up with the puck 
in the neutral zone and upon seeing that the lone Hurricane 
in his way was forward Martin Necas, he blew past him and 
rifled a shot blocker-side high that went off the post and in. 

The Hurricanes would get the quick response as a Brady 
Skjei shot trickled through Ilya Samsonov, but it didn’t take 
long for Toronto’s two-goal lead to be restored. 

On the power play, the Leafs really channeled some luck 
from the St. Pats jerseys they had adorned and John 
Tavares took a shot that bounced off of Auston Matthews leg 
and in. 

So after just one period, the Canes had conceded three 
goals and were staring at a two-goal deficit.  

But midway through the second period, Necas redeemed his 
earlier defensive misplay and offensive gaffe where he 
airmailed a breakaway chance, burying a feed from the 
middle of the circle to cut Toronto’s lead to one. 

But as Necas giveth. so to does Necas taketh away as he 
overskated a puck in the neutral zone, which led to a 2-on-1 
opportunity the other way, which Aston-Reese finished on 
the sauce across.  

The Maple Leafs would grab one more as Morgn Rielly got 
free for another 2-on-1, shooting it blocker-side high on 
Kochetkov again, and that’d be the final score of the game. 

The Hurricanes just didn’t have what it took to run with the 
Leafs top-tier offense and especially because of the amount 
of odd-man rushes they were conceding.  

The team has gotten a lot looser defensively, and that’s not a 
good sign for a team that has lost its top scoring threats as 
the year has gone on. 

The Canes will be back in action tomorrow, in a less than 24 
hour turnaround, for the second half of a back-to-back as 
they play the Flyers in Philly at 5 p.m.
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Canes pinched by Leafs on Saint Patrick’s Day, drop three out of last four  

By Preston Sinclair 

The Carolina Hurricanes dropped the first of their back-to-
back road trip games to the Toronto Maple Leafs 5-2 on 
Saint Patrick’s Day. 

In a skilled and fast-paced matchup, turnovers hurt the 
Hurricanes (44-15-8) all game long. The Maple Leafs (41-18-
9) wore their green and white Saint Patrick's Day jerseys for 
the occasion, and luck seemed to be on their side from the 
jump. 

The game's first frame provided chances on both ends of the 
ice, but just 2:54 into the period, Toronto center Zach Aston-
Reese tipped a shot past Canes goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov 
and gave the Leafs the early lead. 

Carolina spent a lengthy shift within Toronto’s end just over 
midway through the period, but then the home team went the 
other way as Leafs right wing Mitch Marner danced around 
Canes center Martin Necas and sent a quick release off the 
post past Kochetkov to give Toronto a two-goal lead. 

The Leafs scored two goals on their first seven shots to start 
the game, but Hurricanes defenseman Brady Skjei quickly 
cut the lead in half with his 14th goal of the season on a wrist 
shot that Toronto goaltender Ilya Samsonov whiffed on. 

In the latter half of the frame, center Jordan Staal was called 
for a boarding penalty and put Carolina on the kill. Heading 
into the game, the team's perfect penalty-kill streak was 

sitting at 12 games and just one game shy of the franchise 
record, but a fortuitous bounce that went off center Auston 
Matthews gave the home side a 3-1 lead heading into the 
first intermission. 

The second frame was once again back and forth, but this 
time Carolina struck first. A passing clinic from the team’s 
second line resulted in Necas receiving a no-look pass from 
his linemate, left wing Teuvo Teravinen, and burying a wrist 
shot past Samsonov’s glove side. 

But Toronto soon responded again when center Sam Lafferty 
jumped on a puck in center ice that Necas overskated and 
provided a cross-crease saucer pass to Aston-Reese for his 
second goal of the night. Carolina seemed to control play in 
the second period but helped the Leafs offense with a costly 
turnover. 

In the third period, Carolina had chances to cut the lead in 
half but couldn’t capitalize on any of them. Defenseman 
Morgan Rielly smoked a shot past Kochetkov 8:56 into the 
third to cement the 5-2 win for the Leafs. 

Carolina currently sits atop the Metropolitan Division with 96 
points, just one ahead of the New Jersey Devils. The Canes 
will face off against the Philadelphia Flyers at 5 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 18 where the squad looks to bounce back 
quickly and take two points off a bottom-of-the-league Flyers 
team.
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Wolves Topple Admirals 6-2 

MILWAUKEE—The Chicago Wolves opened a stretch of 
three games in three days with a 6-2 victory over the 
Admirals on Friday night in Milwaukee. 

Malte Stromwall had two goals and an assist, Nathan 
Sucese a goal and an assist and Jamieson Rees, Joseph 
LaBate and Griffin Mendel also scored to lift the Wolves to 
their 11th win in their last 16 games. Max Lajoie, Vasily 
Ponomarev and Mackenzie MacEachern each added two 
assists for the defending Calder Cup champions, who 
exploded for four third-period goals. 

“Our start was phenomenal and that kind of set the tone,” 
Sucese said. “The second period was a little back-and-
forth—we spent a little more time in our end than we would 
have liked—but when you go into the third period and score 
that many goals and play the right way, you’re going to get a 
lot of wins.” 

The Wolves jumped to an early lead on Stromwall’s 13th 
goal of the season. The winger took a feed from Ponomarev 
and wired a wrist shot from the high slot past Milwaukee 
goaltender Yaroslav Askarov. Ponomarev and Lajoie were 
awarded assists on the score. 

Late in the second, the Admirals got goals from Tye Felhaber 
and Anthony Angello within a span of 1 minute, 40 seconds 
to take a 2-1 lead but the Wolves evened things a short time 
later on a pretty passing play. 

Lajoie found Ryan Suzuki with a pass deep in the Milwaukee 
zone and Suzuki sent the puck across the crease to Rees 
who banged it home for his 12th goal of the season. After 
two periods, Chicago held a 31-17 shot advantage. 

Stromwall struck again just :11 into the third when he found 
time and space and ripped another wrister from the slot that 
sailed by Askarov to the stick side for No. 14 on the season. 
Ponomarev and MacEachern recorded assists. 

Midway through the third, Sucese intercepted pass at his 
own blue line, broke in alone on Askarov and beat the 
netminder with a forehand shot to the stick side. William 
Lagesson picked up an assist on Sucese’s 10th goal of the 
season. 

“(Ryan) Dzingel made a great play on the D, forcing them 
into a turnover and I turned on the jets and went high-glove,” 
said Sucese, who scored a goal for the first time since Feb. 
10. “It felt really good. It’s been a while since I scored a 
goal.” 

LaBate put the game away for the Wolves later in the period 
with a rocket of a shot that sailed past Askarov. Sucese and 
Ronan Seeley had assists. 

The Wolves kept coming as Mendel capped the scoring with 
a shot from the top of the left circle that found the back of the 
net for this sixth tally of the season. MacEachern and 
Stromwall were given assists on the goal. 

Zachary Sawchenko (25 saves) earned the win in goal for 
the Wolves while Askarov (32 saves) suffered the loss for the 
Admirals. 

The Wolves improved to 26-26-3-2 on the season and 
Milwaukee dropped to 33-20-3-2. 

Up next: The Wolves host the Manitoba Moose on Saturday 
at Allstate Arena. (7 p.m.; My50 Chicago, AHLTV). The first 
2,000 fans in the arena will receive a Mackenzie 
MacEachern bobblehead. Also, the Wolves will be wearing 
commemorative St. Patrick’s Day jerseys that will then be 
auctioned for charity. 

For information on Wolves ticket plans for the 2022-23 
season — everything from single-game tickets to Flex Packs 
to group outings — visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/4321170/2023/03/18/nhl-players-season-expectations/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-errors-prove-costly-for-canes-in-toronto/c-342354714 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-march-18-at-philadelphia/c-342374702 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-toronto-maple-leafs-game-recap/c-342178444 
https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/maple-leafs-right-past-wrongs-in-steady-well-managed-win-over-hurricanes/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2023/3/17/23645871/carolina-hurricanes-unlucky-in-st-patricks-day-matchup-toronto-maple-leafs-necas-skjei 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-pinched-by-leafs-on-saint-patrick-s-day-drop-three-out-of-last-four/article_56b7ec08-c53e-11ed-

bcd0-4b2a005acfca.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2023/03/17/wolves-topple-admirals-6-2/ 
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What I got wrong: Sebastian Aho silenced me and many others who 
questioned him 

 

Cory Lavalette  

 

On the opening night of each NHL draft, which covers just the first of 
seven rounds, there’s plenty of pomp and circumstance around each 
selection. Any player in attendance — after hugging what seems like an 
endless parade of parents, significant others, billets, arena workers and 
strangers — is brought to the stage to put on his new team’s jersey and 
prepare for his NHL Glamour Shots moment. 

First he shakes hands and poses with NHL commissioner Gary Bettman. 
He’s then greeted by a contingent from his new organization, which could 
include owners, general managers, scouts, coaches and a variety of 
other people that totals even more than all the people he just hugged in 
the stands. 

The point is, as a reporter there is plenty of time to take in who was 
selected, look at the draft board to see which teams are up next and 
comb through the remaining first-round prospects who could be selected 
when the team you’re covering comes up to pick. 

The second day of the draft, rounds two through seven, is a bit more 
chaotic. The teams announce their picks from draft tables that are spread 
on the floor of the host team’s arena. If you’re at the draft, you can 
(sometimes) hear the selection, but it also shows up on the large draft 
board behind the stage. 

If you’re not at the draft, the second day is nearly impossible to track. The 
broadcast has more of a free-flowing feel to it, with analysis usually 
focused on the players selected by Canadian teams, a breaking trade or 
a draft pick with an interesting side story that has a pre-packaged feature 
at the ready. 

The Hurricanes aren’t usually a league priority, so one is relegated to 
watching the scrolling ticker on the bottom of the page to catch which 

player Carolina has selected while the talking heads reminisce about 
their youth in Moose Jaw, Drummondville or Guelph. 

On June 26, 2015, a day after defenseman Noah Hanifin slipped to the 
Hurricanes at No. 5 overall in the first round of the draft, the Raleigh 
media was assembled in the fourth-floor conference room of PNC Arena 
to watch Day 2. 

That meant watching the ticker while hoping that, however unlikely, the 
Hurricanes’ pick at No. 35 overall would be announced by the 
broadcasters and discussed. 

It wasn’t, and we waited as the ticker scrolled until the name finally 
appeared: Sebastian Aho. 

Simple enough, right? Not so fast. As everyone now knows, there are 
two hockey-playing Sebastian Ahos: the Swedish defenseman and the 
Finnish forward. Further complicating things? It wasn’t like there was a 
wide gulf between the two in 2015. 

The defenseman — who was passed over the year before in his first year 
of draft eligibility — had second- and third-round grades from several 
draft pundits, including Corey Pronman (42) and International Scouting 
Services (61). NHL Central Scouting had the Swede as the 13th-ranked 
European skater, between Jonas Siegenthaler and Roope Hintz. 

It was totally possible the Hurricanes had just selected their second 
defenseman in as many picks. 

But it was also possible they had selected the other Aho, the Finn listed 
as a right wing — and the 18th-best European skater — by Central 
Scouting. Pronman had him 28th (hat tip to Corey, now with The Athletic, 
for being the only person I remember to give him a first-round grade), 
and Mark Seidel ranked him No. 55. 

So naturally — as someone who follows the lead-up to the draft pretty 
closely and knew there were two players with the same name — it didn’t 
take long for the words to come out of my mouth: “Which Sebastian 
Aho?” 

After a few moments, Carolina’s PR staff told us it was the Finnish 
forward, not the Swedish defenseman, that the Hurricanes had selected. 

So began Sebastian Antero Aho’s career with the Carolina Hurricanes. 
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At that time, I was writing for SBNation’s Canes Country, and after the 
nuts and bolts of the site’s draft coverage were done, I wrote a story on 
June 28 titled “A Closer Look At Carolina’s 2015 Draft.” 

It was, essentially, a superlatives article, running through Carolina’s nine-
player class and listing who were the biggest and smallest draft picks, the 
team’s unprecedented selection of three QMJHL players, and then-GM 
Ron Francis choosing the son of former teammate Kevin Stevens, Luke 
Stevens, in the fifth round. 

One paragraph in that article, however, contains perhaps the biggest 
“Old Takes Exposed” moment of my hockey writing career. 

“Snap Judgment Worst Value Pick: Aho came across to me as a bit of a 
reach. But without a third-round pick — which was dealt the Vancouver in 
the Eddie Lack trade — the Canes must have not wanted to miss out on 
the winger.” 

Oof. 

It didn’t take long for Aho to separate himself from the pack — or the 
player with whom he shares a name. At the Hurricanes’ prospect 
development camp, Aho scored a hat trick in the end-of-week 
scrimmage. 

It was a sign of things to come, and it became clear pretty quickly that 
Aho was anything but full value. 

Seven-plus years later, Aho has emerged as one of the NHL’s top 
players. Since entering the league in 2016-17, Aho ranks 11th in goals 
(209) and 24th in points (456). Only a handful of players who rank ahead 
of him in either category — Artemi Panarin, Brad Marchand, Brayden 
Point, Nikita Kucherov and Johnny Gaudreau — were also, like Aho, not 
taken in the first round. 

I take some solace in the fact Aho had to prove himself to other people 
as well — including his coach, Rod Brind’Amour. 

If you ask Brind’Amour now about Aho’s ability to go head-to-head with 
any team’s top scoring line, he’s quick to say he’s confident the 25-year-
old center can handle any assignment. 

That wasn’t always true. 

“Usually a prototypical centerman, you’re talking about is 6-3, 200 
(pounds), big guy, skates like the wind,” then-captain Justin Williams said 
at media day ahead of the 2018-19 season, the coach’s first leading the 
Hurricanes. “You need to have that certain arrogance, that strength on 
the puck, the ability to win faceoffs and the ability to be counted on. 
That’s a big responsibility, playing center.” 

Williams, we would learn, was often the player voice of his coach and 
former teammate. 

Just over a month later, Brind’Amour already seemed convinced. 

“His play coming right into camp, he just looked like a different player,” 
Brind’Amour said in mid-October 2018. “That year of maturity … another 
offseason behind him to train and just grow into his body a little bit. He 
looks a little bit like he’s a different man than he was last year.” 

The 6-foot, 176-pound Aho said in May 2021 that at the same time 
Brind’Amour was questioning if he could be a No. 1 center, the coach 
was also pushing and helping him to become just that. 

“It was great that he was pushing me,” Aho said. “We did a lot of video 
stuff, pay attention to the details. He never really coached too much on 
the offensive — it was the defensive side of the game. There’s so many 
details in the center game that are different than playing as a winger, and 
he’s been helping me a lot.” 

And Aho? Well, he’s proven a lot of people wrong. 

Myself included. 
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‘He’s so explosive’: Owen Tippett’s hat trick carries Flyers to 5-2 win over 
Buffalo Sabres 

 

Giana Han 

 

Owen Tippett took control of the Wells Fargo Center on Friday night, 
leading his team to a 5-2 win over the Buffalo Sabres with his first career 
hat trick. 

Things could have gone south for the Flyers when they went on the 
penalty kill early against the league’s fourth-best power play. Tippett, a 
new face on the unit, helped it survive. That gave the Flyers momentum, 
and they started to control the pace as Tippett generated multiple 
opportunities off the rush. 

“It’s kind of insane,” Joel Farabee said. “He’s so explosive. You see it in 
his skating. I’ve never seen a guy get breakaways from the D zone. It’s 
kind of incredible, honestly, just the way he moves out there.” 

Tippett wasn’t able to turn any of those breakaways into points, but, 
when the Flyers went on the power play, he capitalized, scoring his sixth 
power-play goal of the season and his first of the night. 

That set the tone for the Flyers’ dominant second period. Farabee scored 
on a rebound four minutes in. Tippett then scored again off a feed from 
Kevin Hayes. With the goal, he became the team’s second 20-goal 
scorer this season, behind Travis Konecny (27). It also was his third 
multi-goal game of the season. 

James van Riemsdyk added another goal in the final minutes to give the 
Flyers a 4-0 lead going into the third. 

However, the Flyers also had three guys in the box going into the third. 
When Scott Laughton took a penalty, there were four players in the box, 
and the Sabres’ power play capitalized with a Victor Olofsson goal, 
scored just over two minutes in. 

Any momentum the Sabres could have gotten from that goal was buried 
under the hats that rained onto the ice after Tippett scored the Flyers’ 
fifth goal on a breakaway, set up by a flipped pass from Tony DeAngelo. 

The Sabres had the final word with a second power play goal. 

A drop in the drought 

For the first time since March 1, the Flyers scored a power-play goal. 
They’d had 12 opportunities across the five games since then, but every 
unit combination came up with nothing. Their power play fell to 14.9%, 
the worst success rate in the league. 

Friday, the Flyers’ league-worst power play had the advantage of 
matching up against the league’s second-worst penalty kill. They stuck 
two defensemen — York and DeAngelo — up top along with Noah 
Cates, Tyson Foerster, and Tippett. 

“Four of them are kids, the future of our team,” Flyers coach John 
Tortorella said. “Now, it’s always nice to score a power-play goal when 
you haven’t scored many. I liked their patience, as far as just keeping the 
puck and taking what they give you.” 

Cam York’s quick redirect from center ice to Tippett at the left faceoff 
circle snapped the scoreless streak. 

Simply dirty 

There are two things that Farabee tries to revert to when he’s struggling 
offensively: He goes back to a simple game, and he finds dirty areas. 
The 23-year-old winger, who’s been a contributor since he was 19, has 
had ups and downs. In the ups, he flashed skill and speed. But in his 
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longest “down” of his young NHL career, he cut the flash and went back 
to the basics. 

“He’s worked at his game,” Tortorella said. “He’s been involved for quite 
a while now.” 

Paired with veteran Kevin Hayes, who’s known for his playmaking 
abilities, and rookie Tyson Foerster, who’s known for his shot, Farabee 
finally broke his goalless drought. After passing to Foerster on a 2-on-1, 
he gathered the rebound of Foerster’s shot from behind the net and 
scored. It was Foerster’s first NHL point and Farabee’s first goal in 26 
games. 

Seeing the ice 

While the goals were exciting, they were created by just as impressive 
passes. Tippett’s power-play goal was set up by a no-look feed from York 
at the point. Farabee helped set up his own goal when he cut through 
two Sabres defensemen to create a shot for Foerster. He then capitalized 
on the rebound. Hayes created the third goal when he spun around from 
below the right faceoff circle and connected cross-ice with Tippett at the 
left faceoff circle. Laughton followed his own rebound and sent it 
backdoor for van Riemsdyk’s goal. 

DeAngelo’s assist on the fifth goal was the feather in their caps. After 
Laughton won a defensive-zone faceoff, Nick Seeler sent a quick pass to 
DeAngelo, who was behind the goal line. He flipped it through the air into 
the neutral zone where Tippett collected it and scored on an open 
breakaway. 

“Confidence,” DeAngelo said as the reason. “I thought guys were playing 
with confidence ... just the little plays that guys were making.” 
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‘I have no timeline’: Flyers winger Travis Konecny taking it slow as he 
rehabs upper-body injury 

 

Olivia Reiner 

 

Just like any professional athlete working back from an injury, Travis 
Konecny is eager to jump back into game action. Since sustaining an 
upper-body injury on Feb. 20 against the Calgary Flames, Konecny has 
watched his teammates compete without him from afar, longing to finish 
his breakout season on a high note. 

However, Konecny understands that rushing back from injured reserve 
— and risking reinjury — isn’t an option. 

“Playing games is why we do this,” Konecny said. “But for me, it’s more 
about just making sure I’m 100%. And that’s why I have no timeline. I’m 
just going to go about it every day and make sure I feel better every 
single day and just kind of go from there.” 

Konecny participated in morning skate Friday in advance of the Flyers’ 
game against the Buffalo Sabres while wearing a yellow noncontact 
jersey. As Konecny stayed on the ice for extra drills afterwards with skills 
coach Angelo Ricci, injured center Sean Couturier, and the healthy 
scratches, he skated under the watchful eye of head athletic trainer 
Tommy Alva, who observed along the glass. 

Throughout the rehab process, Konecny has worked closely with Alva 
and his staff. They have helped ensure that the winger is ramping up 
properly before potentially returning to game action before the end of the 
season. 

“I think it’s more the good balance between us and the trainers and the 
staff to kind of bring you down to slow down,” Konecny said. “You get so 
excited about one day, I haven’t been doing upper-body workouts, and 
then I do one and I’m feeling like I’m on top of the world and ready to go. 
So it’s all about just listening to everybody’s opinions and making sure 
we’re on the same page and making sure we’re working together to get 
to the same solution.” 

The last couple seasons have been plagued by injury for the Flyers, from 
defenseman Ryan Ellis’ multilayered pelvic injury that has kept him 
sidelined since November 2021 to Couturier’s pair of back surgeries. 
Players such Konecny, Couturier, and Cam Atkinson (neck) have been 
taking it slow in their rehab processes this season. 

But most importantly, Tortorella said that the team’s medical process has 
been “stabilized,” which was one of his top priorities when he was hired. 

“Are the players happy that it may take a little bit longer sometimes?” 
Tortorella said. “Players are never going to be happy. It’s just the way it 
is. But I think we’re instilling some confidence that you’re going to be 
taken care of. And we’re not going to jump the gun into operations and 
this, that, the other thing. I think the biggest thing is try to instill 
confidence that you’re going to be looked after.” 

Allison ‘always hurt’ 

Tortorella has been impressed with 25-year-old winger Wade Allison’s 
growth within his identity this season, playing a north-south game and 
winning battles along the wall. 

But it’s hard for Allison to be consistent in his game when, as Tortorella 
puts it, he’s “always hurt.” 

Allison is expected to make his return to the lineup against the Sabres 
after a three-game layoff because of injury. He has missed a total of 22 
games this season due to various injuries, including a monthlong hiatus 
from mid-November to mid-December (oblique muscle strain and hip 
pointer). In 45 games, Allison has collected eight goals and five assists, 
averaging 12 minutes, 34 seconds of ice time. 

Overall, Tortorella has seen Allison improve “tremendously” throughout 
the course of the season. But injuries will factor into Tortorella’s 
evaluation of Allison as he ponders what the Flyers’ roster will look like 
next season. 

“We’ve still got another month,” Tortorella said. “I’m not sure what’s going 
to happen there. But it has to. Organizationally, too. And not just the 
coach, but organization, when you talk about contracts and stuff like that, 
that has to come into play. So we’ll see where it goes.” 

Injuries are not foreign to Allison, who is approaching the end of his third 
season of professional hockey. Last season, he sprained his ankle during 
rookie camp, forcing him to miss the start of the season. When he 
returned to NHL action on Jan. 22 against the Buffalo Sabres, he 
sustained yet another injury that kept him sidelined for two months. He 
played the last 21 games of the season with the Lehigh Valley Phantoms. 

Allison’s hard-nosed style of play can make him vulnerable to injury. But 
Tortorella said that Allison has shown a better understanding the angles 
of the game, allowing him to be smarter and more efficient in his 
forechecking. 

“It’s easy to be that guy running in and chasing down a guy but you don’t 
even get the puck or him,” Tortorella said. “You bang the boards. I think 
he’s beginning to understand that, and I know Rock’s done a little work 
with him, we all have, as far as why we’re forechecking, how you 
forecheck, puck placement, using your body, holding onto pucks. He’s 
shown improvement.” 

Now, Allison is eager to get back to work, stay healthy, and continue to 
prove why he belongs at the NHL level in the final 15 games of the 
season. 

“Stuff happens,” Allison said. “You keep pushing forward. Minor setback, 
but we’re good now.” 
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Breakaways 

Goalie Carter Hart (17-21-10, .906 save percentage) will start against the 
Sabres, per Tortorella, marking his first game back from an illness that 
kept him out of Tuesday’s game against the Vegas Golden Knights. ... 
Defenseman Justin Braun and winger Kieffer Bellows are expected to be 
healthy scratches. 
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Owen Tippett’s hat trick lifts Flyers to win over Sabres 

 

Staff Report 

Associated Press 

4-5 minutes 18/03/2023 

 

PHILADELPHIA — Owen Tippett had his first career hat trick, Carter Hart 
made 34 saves and the Flyers defeated the Buffalo Sabres 5-2 on Friday 
night. 

James van Riemsdyk and Joel Farabee also scored, and Kevin Hayes 
and Tony DeAngelo each had two assists for Philadelphia. The Flyers 
snapped a four-game skid while winning for just the fourth time in 14 
games since the All-Star break. 

“It’s pretty cool,” Tippett said. “It’s nice to get rewarded.” 

Tippett, a promising 24-year-old acquired last season at the trade 
deadline from Florida for Claude Giroux, reached 21 goals on the 
season. 

“He steps on the ice, he’s dangerous,” Flyers coach John Tortorella said. 
“We knew he was a good player. I think he thinks he’s a good player. I 
think he has a lot to learn still, but he’s made tremendous strides.” 

Victor Olofsson scored both goals for the Sabres, who lost for the eighth 
time in 11 games to further hurt their playoff chances. Buffalo entered six 
points back of a wild-card spot and needed to jump three teams. 

“We gotta get hot, we gotta get really hot,” Sabres captain Kyle Okposo 
said. “We gotta go on a run.” 

The Flyers began play with the fifth-fewest points in the NHL, and losing 
only helps their lottery chances in the Connor Bedard sweepstakes. 
Bedard is considered to be a lock for the No. 1 overall pick in the 
upcoming draft, and Philadelphia certainly could use his talents in its 
rebuilding process. 

But first-year coach Tortorella also acknowledged prior to Friday’s game 
that winning games – even if occasionally – also is an important part of 
development. 

The Flyers sure didn’t look like also-rans against slumping Buffalo. 

Tippett put Philadelphia ahead 1-0 with 4:50 left in the first on the power 
play with a rocket of a wrist shot high into the right corner past goalie 
Craig Anderson’s glove. 

He had the middle tally of Philadelphia’s impressive, three-goal second 
period on a one-timer just inside the right post after a stellar cross-ice 
pass from Hayes. 

And Tippett converted a breakaway 5:33 into the third period on a 
beautiful deke and then backhander after being set up with DeAngelo’s 
long pass from Philadelphia’s goal line. 

“Too big, too strong, great shot, good finisher,” DeAngelo said of Tippett. 
“It’s good to see somebody taking a step like that and just keep running 
with it.” 

Flyers fans, who haven’t had much to cheer about this season, littered 
the ice with hats, including many green top hats on St. Patrick’s Day. 

Olofsson netted his second with 0.4 seconds remaining on the power 
play. 

“Just a tough second (period) tonight,” Okposo said. “It’s just about 
playing your game and sticking to your game plan. It seemed like we 
cracked.” 

SABRES GM WELCOMES GOALIE 

Buffalo general manager Kevyn Adams is excited to have goalie Devon 
Levi join the club after signing the 21-year-old to a three-year entry level 
contract on Friday. 

“We just thought for his development, where we are right now, this was a 
critical time for him to learn and grow with us,” Adams said prior to Friday 
night’s game against Philadelphia. “And that’s he’s coming right in.” 

Levi recently completed his junior season at Northeastern, leading 
Hockey East goalies with 14 wins, six shutouts, a 1.81 goals-against 
average and a .947 save percentage. 

“We first got to get him up to speed and get him around the guys, get him 
comfortable,” Adams said. “You want to set players up for success. You 
want to put them in a situation that you believe they can thrive. We’re 
open to it and we’ll go day by day and once we feel that he’s comfortable 
and where he needs to be, then we’ll see where we’re at.” 
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Tippett's hat trick a promising sign for future as Flyers rout Sabres 

 

by Jordan Hall 

 

Owen Tippett put up his first career NHL hat trick and the Flyers rolled 
the Sabres, 5-2, Friday night at the Wells Fargo Center. 

The 24-year-old winger made the hats rain down after scoring on a filthy 
breakaway move in the third period. 

"When I got that break, I tried to stay calm," Tippett said. "It was pretty 
cool." 

John Tortorella's team needed a morale-boosting win and was able to get 
one emphatically, improving to 1-1-0 on its season-long seven-game 
homestand. 

Joel Farabee and James van Riemsdyk each netted their 10th goal of the 
season. 

The marker for Farabee snapped his slump of 26 straight games without 
a goal. Sigh of relief for the 23-year-old winger. 

Ten different Flyers registered a point. Kevin Hayes and Tony DeAngelo 
tallied two assists apiece. Tyson Foerster recorded his first career NHL 
point with a helper. 

"I'm happy that they get a result here," Tortorella said. "A lot of people 
contributed." 

With the victory, the Flyers (25-32-11) matched their win and point totals 
from last season's long and dreadful 25-46-11 campaign. Tortorella's 
club has 14 games remaining on the season. 
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The Flyers are 2-0-0 against the Sabres (33-29-6) this season and have 
outscored them 9-2. The clubs meet a final time in a little over two weeks 
back at the Wells Fargo Center. 

• Tippett entered this season without a multi-goal game in his NHL 
career. 

He has three multi-goal games this season and 21 markers overall on the 
season. 

"Who knows what happens with some of the older guys here," DeAngelo 
said with a smile, "but I'll tell you what, this guy's going to be here for a 
long time." 

Tippett's strength and speed make for an impressive mix. 

"I go on Instagram I feel like every summer and I see him doing jumps or 
something, it's kind of insane," Farabee said with a laugh. "He's so 
explosive. You see it in his skating. I've never seen a guy get 
breakaways from the D-zone. It's kind of incredible, honestly, just the way 
he moves out there. If he keeps it up, keeps getting that confidence 
going, he's a pretty tough player to stop." 

Tippett has arguably been the Flyers' biggest positive in 2022-23. He 
came to the Flyers last March from the Panthers in the Claude Giroux 
trade and is looking like a legit piece to the future. 

"I don't think players care who they were traded for or whatever," 
Tortorella said. "I just think he's growing. He's getting more of an 
opportunity here. Florida was pretty loaded with some offensive people 
when he was there. You just never know when there's opportunity. 

"I just think he has gained confidence. It's so important for an athlete, in 
any sport, how they feel about themselves. I think he feels pretty good." 

On Friday night, Tippett scored one on the power play and two at even 
strength. 

"I like the goals, but I think he has added more power to his game," 
Tortorella said. "The last game, he brings it to the net two or three times. 
That's the thing that I want him to continue to work on; not just rely on the 
shot that he has. Like, that power play goal, that's just a great shot. I 
want the other part of the game, too, because I think he's able to do it." 

• The Flyers are rebuilding and purely focused on development for next 
season. But some victories don't hurt in the process. 

They had lost 16 of their previous 20 games (4-12-4), a stretch in which 
they scored just 2.05 goals per game. 

So while this win didn't help their NHL draft lottery odds, it's good for the 
confidence of a team trying to build something. 

Victories now can help for the future. And there hasn't exactly been a ton 
of positives around the Flyers the last couple of weeks. 

"We've got to try to get everything in order — our discipline and continue 
to work hard and try to find a way to win," Tortorella said Friday morning. 
"When you're developing people and you're trying to find a way to teach 
them how to be pros, winning is important. That's why they put the 
uniform on. So it's been very frustrating for everybody." 

The Flyers hadn't scored five or more goals since Jan. 17. 

• Carter Hart got plenty of run support and finished with 36 saves in his 
return from the flu. 

The second goal he allowed came with 0.4 seconds left in the action and 
the Sabres on a power play. 

Both of Victor Olofsson's goals for Buffalo were on the man advantage. 

The Sabres came in scoring 3.66 goals per game, third most in the NHL. 
But they also came in allowing 3.61. 

The Flyers have held Buffalo star Tage Thompson scoreless in two 
meetings. The 6-foot-6 winger has 42 goals and 45 assists in 68 games 
this season. 

Craig Anderson, the Sabres' 41-year-old veteran netminder, stopped 17 
of the Flyers' 22 shots. 

• Wade Allison returned to the lineup after missing the last three games 
with an undisclosed injury. 

Tortorella was very honest about the 25-year-old winger's propensity to 
get hurt. 

As the Flyers further evaluate who's going to be a part of the future, 
Allison has a good opportunity to close this season on a high note. 

If he plays well through the finish line, he'll have a solid sample size of 
bottom-six effectiveness heading into an offseason full of uncertainty for 
the Flyers. 

• Travis Konecny pushed it Friday morning in his recovery from an upper-
body injury. Here's the latest on him and Sean Couturier. 

• The Flyers are right back at it Saturday when they host the Metropolitan 
Division-leading Hurricanes (5 p.m. ET/ESPN+, Hulu). 

Tortorella's club is 2-10-0 in the second game of back-to-back sets. 
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Tippett's hat trick a promising sign for future as Flyers rout Sabres 

 

by Jordan Hall 

 

Owen Tippett put up his first career NHL hat trick and the Flyers rolled 
the Sabres, 5-2, Friday night at the Wells Fargo Center. 

The 24-year-old winger made the hats rain down after scoring on a filthy 
breakaway move in the third period. 

"When I got that break, I tried to stay calm," Tippett said. "It was pretty 
cool." 

John Tortorella's team needed a morale-boosting win and was able to get 
one emphatically, improving to 1-1-0 on its season-long seven-game 
homestand. 

Joel Farabee and James van Riemsdyk each netted their 10th goal of the 
season. 

The marker for Farabee snapped his slump of 26 straight games without 
a goal. Sigh of relief for the 23-year-old winger. 

Ten different Flyers registered a point. Kevin Hayes and Tony DeAngelo 
tallied two assists apiece. Tyson Foerster recorded his first career NHL 
point with a helper. 

"I'm happy that they get a result here," Tortorella said. "A lot of people 
contributed." 

With the victory, the Flyers (25-32-11) matched their win and point totals 
from last season's long and dreadful 25-46-11 campaign. Tortorella's 
club has 14 games remaining on the season. 

The Flyers are 2-0-0 against the Sabres (33-29-6) this season and have 
outscored them 9-2. The clubs meet a final time in a little over two weeks 
back at the Wells Fargo Center. 
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• Tippett entered this season without a multi-goal game in his NHL 
career. 

He has three multi-goal games this season and 21 markers overall on the 
season. 

"Who knows what happens with some of the older guys here," DeAngelo 
said with a smile, "but I'll tell you what, this guy's going to be here for a 
long time." 

Tippett's strength and speed make for an impressive mix. 

"I go on Instagram I feel like every summer and I see him doing jumps or 
something, it's kind of insane," Farabee said with a laugh. "He's so 
explosive. You see it in his skating. I've never seen a guy get 
breakaways from the D-zone. It's kind of incredible, honestly, just the way 
he moves out there. If he keeps it up, keeps getting that confidence 
going, he's a pretty tough player to stop." 

Tippett has arguably been the Flyers' biggest positive in 2022-23. He 
came to the Flyers last March from the Panthers in the Claude Giroux 
trade and is looking like a legit piece to the future. 

"I don't think players care who they were traded for or whatever," 
Tortorella said. "I just think he's growing. He's getting more of an 
opportunity here. Florida was pretty loaded with some offensive people 
when he was there. You just never know when there's opportunity. 

"I just think he has gained confidence. It's so important for an athlete, in 
any sport, how they feel about themselves. I think he feels pretty good." 

On Friday night, Tippett scored one on the power play and two at even 
strength. 

"I like the goals, but I think he has added more power to his game," 
Tortorella said. "The last game, he brings it to the net two or three times. 
That's the thing that I want him to continue to work on; not just rely on the 
shot that he has. Like, that power play goal, that's just a great shot. I 
want the other part of the game, too, because I think he's able to do it." 

• The Flyers are rebuilding and purely focused on development for next 
season. But some victories don't hurt in the process. 

They had lost 16 of their previous 20 games (4-12-4), a stretch in which 
they scored just 2.05 goals per game. 

So while this win didn't help their NHL draft lottery odds, it's good for the 
confidence of a team trying to build something. 

Victories now can help for the future. And there hasn't exactly been a ton 
of positives around the Flyers the last couple of weeks. 

"We've got to try to get everything in order — our discipline and continue 
to work hard and try to find a way to win," Tortorella said Friday morning. 
"When you're developing people and you're trying to find a way to teach 
them how to be pros, winning is important. That's why they put the 
uniform on. So it's been very frustrating for everybody." 

The Flyers hadn't scored five or more goals since Jan. 17. 

• Carter Hart got plenty of run support and finished with 36 saves in his 
return from the flu. 

The second goal he allowed came with 0.4 seconds left in the action and 
the Sabres on a power play. 

Both of Victor Olofsson's goals for Buffalo were on the man advantage. 

The Sabres came in scoring 3.66 goals per game, third most in the NHL. 
But they also came in allowing 3.61. 

The Flyers have held Buffalo star Tage Thompson scoreless in two 
meetings. The 6-foot-6 winger has 42 goals and 45 assists in 68 games 
this season. 

Craig Anderson, the Sabres' 41-year-old veteran netminder, stopped 17 
of the Flyers' 22 shots. 

• Wade Allison returned to the lineup after missing the last three games 
with an undisclosed injury. 

Tortorella was very honest about the 25-year-old winger's propensity to 
get hurt. 

As the Flyers further evaluate who's going to be a part of the future, 
Allison has a good opportunity to close this season on a high note. 

If he plays well through the finish line, he'll have a solid sample size of 
bottom-six effectiveness heading into an offseason full of uncertainty for 
the Flyers. 

• Travis Konecny pushed it Friday morning in his recovery from an upper-
body injury. Here's the latest on him and Sean Couturier. 

• The Flyers are right back at it Saturday when they host the Metropolitan 
Division-leading Hurricanes (5 p.m. ET/ESPN+, Hulu). 

Tortorella's club is 2-10-0 in the second game of back-to-back sets. 
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Konecny goes through 'game load,' eager to see what Briere has in store 

 

by Jordan Hall 

 

VOORHEES, N.J. — Travis Konecny pushed it Friday in his recovery 
from an upper-body injury. 

Wearing a yellow non-contact jersey, the 26-year-old winger took part in 
the Flyers' morning skate, which started at 10:30 a.m. ET. Konecny didn't 
leave the ice until after 11:30 a.m. ET as he got in more rehab work with 
skills coach Angelo Ricci. 

Konecny will miss a 10th straight game Friday when the Flyers host the 
Sabres (7 p.m. ET/NBCSP). Following Friday's matchup, John 
Tortorella's rebuilding club will have 14 games left on its 2022-23 
schedule. 

Konecny hopes to play again this season. 

"It's definitely a goal," he said Friday. "There's no timeline. For me, it's 
just making sure I'm healthy and have the confidence to get back out 
there, get in full contact again. It's a process. At this point, I'm just day to 
day trying to feel good. 

"Today I did a little more shooting and a little bit more of a game load. 
Then just go from there and kind of work my way up until I feel 100 
percent." 

The injury to the Flyers' leading goal scorer and point man came at an 
inopportune time. Konecny was heating up and had already set a new 
career high in goals. With 27 in 52 games, he was on path to blow past 
30 for the first time in his NHL career. 

He was also on pace to post a new career best in points. He has 54, just 
seven shy of the 61 from his 2019-20 All-Star season. Konecny had that 
year cut short because of the coronavirus pandemic. 

"T.K. was having a hell of a year," Tortorella said Friday. "I think if the 
medical staff clears him, it's going to be very tough for me to keep him 
out of the lineup. I just don't know if he gets cleared in time. We're 
running out of games, we're running out of time." 

Given the Flyers have lost 16 of their last 20 games (4-12-4), are focused 
on evaluating for the future and wouldn't mind helping their NHL draft 
lottery odds, there's no need to rush Konecny back into game action. 
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But if Konecny works hard to return, is fully cleared and wants to knock 
off some rust before the summer, the Flyers have to consider it. If 
anything, he has earned the right to add to his season. 

When Konecny is not on the ice, the Flyers sorely miss his offense and 
energy. In 15 games without him this season, the Flyers are 2-10-3 and 
have scored just 1.93 goals per game. 

Sean Couturier (back) and Cam Atkinson (neck) have been sorely 
missed all season. 

"I think our medical staff has done a terrific job with these three guys in 
where you have athletes that want to go now and wanted it yesterday," 
Tortorella said. "I think they've grinded with these guys, they've had to 
grind with them to make sure they do it right." 

Atkinson will not play this season. Couturier is hoping to get at least a 
game or two. As of now, Tortorella said he thinks Couturier is "probably 
closer" to returning than Konecny. 

After practicing in a yellow non-contact jersey Thursday, Couturier was in 
a regular orange sweater Friday at the team's optional morning skate. 
The 30-year-old center helped Noah Cates with faceoffs during the skate. 

"Coots is in the meetings now, he's stepping into the meetings now as 
he's beginning to practice with us," Tortorella said. "Cam's doing stuff all 
basically off ice. On ice I think will come before the year ends." 

The Flyers are going to miss the playoffs in three consecutive years for 
the first time since 1989-90 to 1993-94, when they went five straight 
seasons without a postseason berth. Danny Briere has been on the job 
as interim general manager for a week now and admitted the Flyers have 
a long way to go before contending again. 

Konecny wants to be one of the key pieces pushing the process forward. 

"This has been my home now for seven seasons," Konecny said. "Been 
through a lot of good times and also down times. So when you go 
through that stuff as a team and some of the guys that have been here, it 
would mean that much more when you can get to the end goal and 
winning. It means a lot to be a part of a process like that. You've just got 
to bunker down, go to work and see what happens." 

Prior to Briere becoming interim GM, Konecny had worked with the 
former Flyer to aid his offense. 

"A lot of guys don't see the ice like he saw the ice," Konecny said. "And 
then on top of that, having him in charge of things and looking up to 
Danny as the interim GM right now, it's just pretty cool wondering what 
he's got in store for his thought process moving forward." 
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Penguins' Evgeni Malkin sees new-look Rangers as 'a danger team' 

 

Andrew Crane 

5-6 minutes 18/03/2023 

 

Evgeni Malkin knows what the best NHL teams look like, the ones with 
stars who capture the attention of fan bases and string together wins to 
make it all fulfilling. 

He has been on some with the Penguins. 

So when the Rangers acquired Vladimir Tarasenko and Patrick Kane 
ahead of the March 3 trade deadline — adding to a group that already 

included Mika Zibanejad, Artemi Panarin, Igor Shesterkin and others — 
Malkin was impressed by what they had pieced together. 

“It’s a danger team right now,” Malkin told The Post after the Penguins’ 
practice Friday at Chelsea Piers. “Every line is danger. They’re probably, 
like, best team in the league right now.” 

The three-time Stanley Cup champion, who also won a Hart Trophy as 
the league’s MVP and won the Art Ross Trophy twice as its points 
leader, said the Rangers need more time to connect, since they’ve 
shuffled lines a handful of times. 

But he and his Penguins teammates have faced the Rangers’ new-look 
lineup more than anyone the past two weeks. 

After they defeated the Rangers last Sunday in Pittsburgh, the result 
flipped four days later at the Garden. 

The Metropolitan Division rivals will have their final meeting of the regular 
season Saturday at the Garden. 

“They’re focused on winning the [Stanley] Cup,” Malkin told The Post. “If 
they play hard, they have a chance to win for sure.” 

Malkin said he hopes the creation of the Rangers’ quasi-superteam, and 
any others that follow in future years, will be good for the NHL. 

It was a open secret that Kane wanted to play for the Rangers, with the 
question of when that would happen a point of discussion at recent trade 
deadlines. 

When Kane made it clear he wanted to move on from the Blackhawks, 
Malkin thought it helped the league as fans brainstormed which teams 
and linemates would be the best fit. 

Recently, he observed that discourse centering around Panarin, Kane’s 
former linemate in Chicago, and Zibanejad. 

“It’s good when people talk on Twitter or Instagram,” Malkin said. “I think 
it’s so much help to the league.” 

The Penguins went through a similar scenario in 2015-16, when they 
acquired forward Phil Kessel from the Maple Leafs and paired him with 
the franchise’s current stars: Malkin, Sidney Crosby, Kris Letang, Marc-
Andre Fleury and others. 

They ended up winning the Stanley Cup in each of the next two seasons. 

When asked about superteam comparisons between that Penguins team 
and the current Rangers, Malkin said it “probably” feels the same, but he 
acknowledged that each team is different — and that superstars don’t 
equate to guaranteed success and deep playoff runs. 

“You need good chemistry together, work hard every practice and do 
dirty jobs, too — blocking shots, winning faceoffs,” Malkin said. “Not just 
score goals, play power play. If they do it right, they have a great chance 
to win, but we’ll see.” 

The Rangers’ 4-2 victory over the Penguins on Thursday marked another 
step toward becoming the type of team they envisioned after the trade 
deadline, head coach Gerard Gallant said. 

Their lines are starting to mesh. 

The turnovers have decreased. 

For a while, the Rangers thought they could use their plethora of talent to 
“skill our way against teams,” defenseman Adam Fox said. That, 
however, prevented the Rangers from controlling the neutral zone and 
created offensive opportunities for opponents. 

It took a while, perhaps longer than expected, but the Rangers’ recent 
stretch of points in five consecutive games has demonstrated to their 
players — and other observers, such as Malkin — where their potential 
lies. 
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They’ve reversed those mistakes, and Tarasenko has settled into a new-
look top line while Kane has six points in his past five games. 

And that’s “when the skill takes over,” Fox said. Others around the NHL 
have started to notice, too. 

“[Kane and Tarasenko are] elite offensive players, and so they add an 
offensive threat to the depth of their lineup that maybe they didn’t have 
before they acquired them,” Penguins head coach Mike Sullivan, who 
coached those Pittsburgh teams to the Stanley Cups, said. “But that, for 
me, is the biggest impact that those guys have, is their ability to quick-
strike and score goals.” 
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Adam Fox will need big surge to win second Norris Trophy 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

colin.stephenson@newsday.comColinSNewsday 

Updated March 18, 2023 1:59 am4-5 minutes 18/03/2023 

 

There was a time earlier in the season when Jericho native Adam Fox 
was considered a favorite to win his second Norris Trophy as the 
league’s top defenseman. 

The debate at that time was whether Fox’s solid two-way play for a 
legitimate playoff team like the Rangers was more valuable than the eye-
popping scoring numbers that Erik Karlsson was putting up for the 
rebuilding Sharks. 

But now talk of Fox winning the Norris this season is pretty much gone. 
The 2021 Norris winner hasn’t been terribly productive since the All-Star 
break with zero goals, 13 assists and a plus/minus rating of minus-2 in 19 
games (Feb. 6-March 16). 

Entering Saturday, Fox was tied for fifth in scoring among NHL 
defensemen with 61 points (10 goals, 51 assists). Karlsson was first with 
20 goals and 85 points. 

If Karlsson can record 15 points in the Sharks’ last 13 games, he will 
become the first defenseman with 100 points since the Rangers’ Brian 
Leetch in the 1991-92 season. 

Not that it’s all about points, but Karlsson had 11 goals and 74 points in 
78 games last season, and it still wasn’t enough to win the Norris. 

Fox hasn’t been helped by the upper-body injury to his longtime partner 
and friend, Ryan Lindgren, who has missed the last nine games. Fox and 
Lindgren have played together almost their entire NHL careers and go 
back to the U.S. National Development Program, where they were 
defensive partners as teenagers. 

Fox recently has been paired with newcomer Niko Mikkola, which clearly 
is not as natural for him. 

“You’re putting a new partner with him that’s not used to playing with 
him,’’ coach Gerard Gallant said. “They’re still playing fine and playing 
lots of minutes, so I’m not disappointed at all. But I mean, I can’t say 
they’ve been up here [raising his hand to a high level], but they’ve played 
fine. 

“You know, he makes some mistakes. Adam Fox is one of the best 
defensemen in the league, and he’s got more patience than anybody, 
and sometimes it doesn’t go perfectly every time . . . But Adam Fox is 
Adam Fox, and we’re not going to take his game away from him.’’ 

Barring a late-season surge, Fox likely won’t win the Norris this season. 
He’ll almost certainly be in the conversation as a recent former winner, 
but Karlsson, New Jersey’s Dougie Hamilton, Buffalo’s Rasmus Dahlin 
and last year’s winner, Colorado’s Cale Makar, probably are ahead of 
him. 

Makar’s season has been limited by injury, but he’s back now. He had 16 
goals and 58 points in 54 games entering Saturday. 

Long Beach native Charlie McAvoy could get some support, too, as the 
top defenseman on the league-best Boston Bruins. McAvoy missed a 
chunk of time at the start of the season after undergoing shoulder 
surgery over the summer, but entering Saturday, he had tallied five goals 
and 48 points in 54 games and had a plus/minus of plus-27. 

His teammate, defenseman Hampus Lindholm, led the league as of 
Saturday with a plus-41. 

Busy is good for Mika 

Beginning with Saturday night’s matchup against Pittsburgh at Madison 
Square Garden, the Rangers are scheduled to play 14 games in the final 
27 days of the regular season, which sounds pretty tiring. But center 
Mika Zibanejad didn’t look at it that way. 

“Wouldn’t you rather play games?’’ Zibanejad asked when the daunting 
schedule was brought up to him. “It’s the same for every team. That’s the 
way the schedule is. I mean, yeah, you want breaks, and you want time 
to recover, but I feel like this is a topic every year, about the hectic 
schedule here and there. And it comes and goes, so I don’t think there’s 
anything new. 

“Obviously, that’s what we’re working for during the summers, and 
preparing ourselves, and making sure that we are ready to go. And I 
think just playing games is obviously more fun as well. 

“If things don’t go your way [in a game], you get a chance, very quickly, 
to do something about it. And I’d rather have that than sit on a game for a 
week and think about it.’’ 
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There was a time earlier in the season when Jericho native Adam Fox 
was considered a favorite to win his second Norris Trophy as the 
league’s top defenseman. 

The debate at that time was whether Fox’s solid two-way play for a 
legitimate playoff team like the Rangers was more valuable than the eye-
popping scoring numbers that Erik Karlsson was putting up for the 
rebuilding Sharks. 

But now talk of Fox winning the Norris this season is pretty much gone. 
The 2021 Norris winner hasn’t been terribly productive since the All-Star 
break with zero goals, 13 assists and a plus/minus rating of minus-2 in 19 
games (Feb. 6-March 16). 

Entering Saturday, Fox was tied for fifth in scoring among NHL 
defensemen with 61 points (10 goals, 51 assists). Karlsson was first with 
20 goals and 85 points. 
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If Karlsson can record 15 points in the Sharks’ last 13 games, he will 
become the first defenseman with 100 points since the Rangers’ Brian 
Leetch in the 1991-92 season. 

Not that it’s all about points, but Karlsson had 11 goals and 74 points in 
78 games last season, and it still wasn’t enough to win the Norris. 

Fox hasn’t been helped by the upper-body injury to his longtime partner 
and friend, Ryan Lindgren, who has missed the last nine games. Fox and 
Lindgren have played together almost their entire NHL careers and go 
back to the U.S. National Development Program, where they were 
defensive partners as teenagers. 

Fox recently has been paired with newcomer Niko Mikkola, which clearly 
is not as natural for him. 

“You’re putting a new partner with him that’s not used to playing with 
him,’’ coach Gerard Gallant said. “They’re still playing fine and playing 
lots of minutes, so I’m not disappointed at all. But I mean, I can’t say 
they’ve been up here [raising his hand to a high level], but they’ve played 
fine. 

“You know, he makes some mistakes. Adam Fox is one of the best 
defensemen in the league, and he’s got more patience than anybody, 
and sometimes it doesn’t go perfectly every time . . . But Adam Fox is 
Adam Fox, and we’re not going to take his game away from him.’’ 

Barring a late-season surge, Fox likely won’t win the Norris this season. 
He’ll almost certainly be in the conversation as a recent former winner, 
but Karlsson, New Jersey’s Dougie Hamilton, Buffalo’s Rasmus Dahlin 
and last year’s winner, Colorado’s Cale Makar, probably are ahead of 
him. 

Makar’s season has been limited by injury, but he’s back now. He had 16 
goals and 58 points in 54 games entering Saturday. 

Long Beach native Charlie McAvoy could get some support, too, as the 
top defenseman on the league-best Boston Bruins. McAvoy missed a 
chunk of time at the start of the season after undergoing shoulder 
surgery over the summer, but entering Saturday, he had tallied five goals 
and 48 points in 54 games and had a plus/minus of plus-27. 

His teammate, defenseman Hampus Lindholm, led the league as of 
Saturday with a plus-41. 

Busy is good for Mika 

Beginning with Saturday night’s matchup against Pittsburgh at Madison 
Square Garden, the Rangers are scheduled to play 14 games in the final 
27 days of the regular season, which sounds pretty tiring. But center 
Mika Zibanejad didn’t look at it that way. 

“Wouldn’t you rather play games?’’ Zibanejad asked when the daunting 
schedule was brought up to him. “It’s the same for every team. That’s the 
way the schedule is. I mean, yeah, you want breaks, and you want time 
to recover, but I feel like this is a topic every year, about the hectic 
schedule here and there. And it comes and goes, so I don’t think there’s 
anything new. 

“Obviously, that’s what we’re working for during the summers, and 
preparing ourselves, and making sure that we are ready to go. And I 
think just playing games is obviously more fun as well. 

“If things don’t go your way [in a game], you get a chance, very quickly, 
to do something about it. And I’d rather have that than sit on a game for a 
week and think about it.’’ 
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Rangers feel like they're finally starting to jell 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

colin.stephenson@newsday.comColinSNewsday 

Updated March 17, 2023 4:45 pm3-4 minutes 17/03/2023 

 

Coming off their 4-2 win over the Pittsburgh Penguins on Thursday, the 
Rangers had the luxury of being able to take Friday off, given they didn’t 
have to travel anywhere and they didn’t have a whole lot of advance 
scouting work to do to prepare for Saturday’s opponent — the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. 

“It feels like the shortened season [in 2021], when we played every team 
back-to-back home, and then away," Mika Zibanejad said Thursday 
night. “Even before tonight’s game, we know how they play, and I’m 
pretty sure they know how we play, as well. Nothing new, nothing 
surprising." 

Well, there may be something new. The Rangers seem to be playing 
better than they were two weeks ago. 

After all the talk about needing time for the new players they’ve added 
over the last month to jell with the rest of the group, in the last two games 
against Washington and Pittsburgh there does seem to be some jelling 
going on for the Rangers, who are 39-19-10, and 4-0-1 in their last five. 

“I think we’re more comfortable with our group; guys are getting more 
comfortable as lines, as [defense] pairs,’’ said Chris Kreider, who scored 
the winning goal and the empty-net insurance goal on Thursday. 

The last two games, Kreider has played on a line with center Vincent 
Trocheck and the newest Ranger, Patrick Kane. And on Thursday, that 
trio worked well together, outshooting its opponents 7-4, outscoring them 
1-0, and generating five high-danger scoring chances — compared with 
allowing one against — in 12:30 of ice time at 5-on-5, according to 
Natural Stat Trick. 

“A lot of communication, a lot of talk. Getting more comfortable with one 
another,’’ Kreider said in talking about his line developing chemistry. “I 
played a handful with ‘Troch’ this year and got to know him pretty well. 
And it’s pretty easy to play with ‘Kaner.’ So, just talking on the bench, 
talking in practice and continuing to try and improve.’’ 

But that line wasn’t the most dynamic for the Rangers on Thursday. The 
line of Zibanejad between Russian besties Artemi Panarin and Vladimir 
Tarasenko was pretty exciting, even if the analytics didn’t necessarily 
back up the eye test. Playing most of the night against Sidney Crosby’s 
line, they were outshot, 16-10, but were even in goals, 1-1, with 
Zibanejad’s breakaway goal in the first period being offset by Rickard 
Rakell’s in the second. 

Watching the way they moved, however, how they passed to each other, 
and seemed to know where each other was on ice, suggested they are 
beginning to figure each other out. 

“It’s easy to play with Artemi and Mika, they’re very good players, and 
play an unselfish game,’’ Tarasenko said. “We understand each other 
more, so you don’t have to look around [because] you know what your 
linemate’s doing.’’ 

“I thought there were real good [Thursday],’’ Gallant said. “They were 
excellent. The chemistry's starting to connect a little bit. And then Kreider 
and them guys go out and get the winning goal, and then the empty net 
goal. So everybody's chipping in." 
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Chris Kreider scores winning goal as Rangers outduel Penguins 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

colin.stephenson@newsday.comColinSNewsday 

Updated March 16, 2023 11:42 pm4-5 minutes 17/03/2023 

 

In those first few games after they pulled off the seemingly unlikely trade 
to add Patrick Kane to their star-studded roster, the Rangers kept saying, 
over and over, that it would take time for Kane and the other new players, 
Vladimir Tarasenko, Tyler Motte and Niko Mikkola, to mesh with the 
group and develop the necessary chemistry. 

On Thursday night, after the Rangers beat the Penguins, 4-2, at Madison 
Square Garden in the first of two consecutive games there against 
Pittsburgh — and the second of three games between the teams in a 
week — the talk in the Blueshirts’ locker room was that the chemistry 
they were looking to create is starting to form. 

“We brought in a lot of skill and just thought we could skill our way 
against teams,’’ defenseman Adam Fox said. “And we’re finding the right 
way now, and then that skill can come out. So yeah, obviously you need 
a little time to click with new guys, and I think we’ve done a good job of 
that the last few games.’’ 

After the Penguins tied it at 2-2 midway through the third period, Chris 
Kreider scored twice, netting the winner at 11:45 and an empty-netter at 
19:10. But this one was truly a team victory, one in which the Rangers 
(39-19-10) were able to roll four lines and get goals from three of them. 

Mika Zibanejad and Motte scored the other goals for the Rangers, who 
are 2-0 on the five-game homestand. 

The Penguins and Rangers will square off again on Saturday night. 

“That’s a pretty good team we’re playing against, and we’re a pretty good 
team here as well,’’ Zibanejad said. “It’s always good games against 
them. Intense, and obviously we know what’s at stake and how important 
these points are, so that was a huge win for us.’’ 

With 14 games left in the regular season, the Rangers opened a 10-point 
lead (88-78) over the Penguins (34-24-10) in the race for third place in 
the Metropolitan Division. They also did the Islanders a favor by beating 
the Penguins in regulation, which allowed the Islanders to hold on to a tie 
with the Penguins for the first wild card in the Eastern Conference. 

For the second straight game, the Rangers got off to a flying start, 
blitzing the Penguins early, outshooting them 12-7 and out-chancing 
them 13-5, according to the analytics website Natural Stat Trick. 

They took a 1-0 lead on a breakaway goal at 2:51 by Zibanejad, who was 
set up by a clever bank pass off the left- wing boards by Artemi Panarin. 
The goal was Zibanejad’s 35th of the season and 200th as a Ranger. 

But Penguins goalie Tristan Jarry gave them nothing else. He made 
several saves of the Grade-A variety to keep the Penguins in the game, 
and Pittsburgh was much better in the second period, eventually tying the 
score at 14:40 on a goal by Rickard Rakell, who was set up by Sidney 
Crosby after an awful giveaway by Rangers defenseman K’Andre Miller. 

The Rangers reclaimed the lead little more than two minutes later when 
Motte scored his first regular-season goal for the Rangers at 16:53. Motte 
had scored two playoff goals for the Rangers last spring but had not 
scored in the regular season for the Blueshirts. 

Jake Guentzel tied it for Pittsburgh at 9:09 of the third period, and the 
Rangers had more work to do. They broke the tie on Kreider’s 29th goal 
of the season, as Fox’s shot appeared to deflect off Vincent Trocheck’s 
stick and fell to Kreider with Jarry out of position. Kreider put it away to 
give the Rangers the lead and then scored his 30th goal into the empty 
net to seal the result. 

Notes & quotes: Defenseman Ryan Lindgren missed his ninth 
consecutive game with an upper-body injury. Gerard Gallant said 
Lindgren skated on his own and remains hopeful that he will play on 
Saturday or Sunday. Gallant, however, said he had hoped Lindgren 
would have played earlier. 
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Aston-Reese scores twice, Rielly bags another as Maple Leafs down 
Hurricanes 5-2 

 

Joshua Clipperton  

 

Zach Aston-Reese wouldn’t mind if the Maple Leafs sported their green 
and white jerseys more often. 

Morgan Rielly, meanwhile, looks to finally be heating up with the post-
season beckoning. 

Aston-Reese scored twice and Rielly found the back of the net for the 
second time in as many games Friday as Toronto downed the Carolina 
Hurricanes 5-2 on a night that saw Luke Schenn play at Scotiabank 
Arena as a member of the home side for the first time in almost 11 years. 

“Always easy to play the rest of the game when you score on your first 
shift,” said Aston-Reese, who had one goal in his 23 previous 
appearances. “I was hoping for a third, but happy with the night.” 

Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner provided the rest of the offence for 
Toronto (41-18-9), which got 32 saves from Ilya Samsonov. John 
Tavares added two assists, while Rielly added another for a two-point 
performance. 

“When they were pressuring us hard, we did our job,” Marner said. “We 
bent a little bit, but didn’t break. We stayed to our structure. 

“We got opportunities off it, and when we did, we didn’t miss.” 

The Leafs sported their Toronto St. Pats threads – a nod to the 
franchise’s moniker from 1919 through 1927 – on St. Patrick’s Day. 

“Like these jerseys a lot,” Aston-Reese said with a grin. 

Brady Skjei and Martin Necas replied for Carolina (44-15-8). Pyotr 
Kochetkov stopped 19 shots. 

“A team with that skill level, you just can’t be giving them chances,” 
Hurricanes winger Jordan Martinook said. “You’ve got to be able to stick 
with your game plan and stay tight, stay above people, don’t let their skill 
guys get behind you. 

“We let that happen too many times.” 

Schenn played his first game in Toronto as a Leaf in nearly 4,000 days 
after he was reacquired from the Vancouver Canucks ahead of the NHL 
trade deadline. 

“In one regard, yes, it feels like another lifetime,” said the 33-year-old, 
who was drafted fifth overall by Toronto in 2008 before his trade to the 
Philadelphia Flyers in 2012. 

“In the same breath, everything just is familiar.” 

Schenn received a nice ovation to start the game. He heard the old 
“Luuuuuke” chants rain down from the stands after a third-period hit on 
Sebastian Aho during a penalty kill. 

“It hasn’t been smooth sailing,” said the defenceman from Saskatoon. 
“But there’s no question that the fans have always been great to me.” 
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Toronto opened the scoring early in the first period. Aston-Reese tipped 
an Erik Gustafsson point shot for his sixth goal of the season before 
Marner ripped his 25th in off the post. 

Skjei got one back two minutes later with his 14th on a shot that 
squeaked through Samsonov. 

The Leafs made it 3-1 before the period was out on a power play. 

Tavares saw his effort hit a Carolina stick and bounce in off Matthews for 
his 32nd – and the first goal surrendered by Carolina’s second-ranked 
penalty kill in 13 games. 

The Hurricanes crept back within a goal midway through the second 
period when Necas snapped his 26th. 

But Aston-Reese bagged his second of the night on a 2-on-1 with Sam 
Lafferty. Aston-Reese’s two-goal performance was his first since October 
2019 when he was a member of the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

“He’s sniper,” Samsonov deadpanned of Aston-Reese, who has never 
registered a hat trick in the NHL. “Everybody knows this. 

“I’m so happy for him.” 

Rielly then roofed his fourth – and second in as many games – midway 
through the third on another 2-on-1 with Matthews to put things out of 
reach. 

“Playoff-type of game feel in terms of both teams being conscious not to 
allow too much offence,” said Rielly, whose club was coming off 
Wednesday’s 2-1 shootout loss to the defending Stanley Cup champion 
Colorado Avalanche. 

“Good effort by us.” 

Acciari out 

Toronto lost Noel Acciari late in the first when he took a blow up high in a 
collision with Jesse Puljujarvi. 

The Leafs, who were left with 10 forwards after once again dressing an 
extra defenceman, said the veteran centre was held out for precautionary 
reasons. 

Acciari won’t play Saturday, but was in the locker room with teammates 
post-game. 

“My view of it, obviously, is it should be a penalty,” Toronto head coach 
Sheldon Keefe said. “It’s tough to lose a player like that on a play like 
that.” 

Marner magic 

Marner’s goal gave him at least a point in 58 of Toronto’s 68 games this 
season. 

The only player held off the scoresheet fewer times is Edmonton Oilers 
superstar Connor McDavid, who’s been blanked in just seven contests. 

On the board 

Gustafsson’s assist was his first point with the Leafs since his acquisition 
from the Washington Capitals late last month for fellow defenceman 
Rasmus Sandin. 

Next man up 

The Hurricanes played their second game minus Andrei Svechnikov. 

The star forward had 23 goals and 55 points in 64 games before 
suffering a season-ending knee injury last Saturday. 

“Big loss,” Carolina head coach Rod Brind’Amour said a couple hours 
before puck drop. “But no one’s gonna feel sorry for you ... gotta find a 
way.” 

Facetime fan 

Acquired from the Chicago Blackhawks along with Lafferty before the 
deadline, Leafs defenceman Jake McCabe was still living in a hotel, but 
hopes to be settled into a house with his family following Toronto’s 
upcoming road trip. 

“The hockey playing is the easy part of this transition,” he said Friday 
morning. “It’s what I know, it’s my job ... that’s what I focus my energy 
towards.” 

The time spent away from his wife, Gaby, and their two young children is 
the tough part. 

“Thank god for FaceTime,” McCabe said. 

Up next 

Leafs: Visit Ottawa on Saturday. 

Hurricanes: Visit Philadelphia on Saturday. 
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Maple Leafs and Oilers have playoff destinies, while Jets hold thin lead 
as third Canadian rep 

 

Edmonton Oilers star Connor McDavid is having an NHL season we 
haven't seen since Wayne Gretzky and Mario Lemieux were dominating. 
With good goaltending as well, the Oilers are rolling toward the NHL 
playoffs, where Canadian teams like Toronto and Winnipeg may join 
them.Perry Nelson/USA TODAY Sports via Reuters 

With four weeks remaining in the regular season two Canadian teams 
are clearly headed to the Stanley Cup playoffs and a third is close. 

The Maple Leafs, who were at home on Friday night against Carolina, 
await a first-round series with Tampa Bay, while the Oilers are jockeying 
for postseason position. The Jets currently hold down a wild-card berth 
but maintain only a thin lead over Calgary and Nashville in the NHL’s 
Western Conference. 

Edmonton has begun to string together solid defensive performances, 
the most recent a 4-1 victory over Dallas on Thursday. Connor McDavid 
scored his 57th goal and 14th in the past dozen games but was chosen 
only its second star. The first was rookie netminder Stuart Skinner, who 
made 25 saves as he climbed to 21-14-4. 

It has certainly taken a while but it finally appears the Oilers have found 
the goalie they were seeking, even if it isn’t the one expected after they 
signed Jack Campbell during the off-season. 

McDavid’s regular exploits barely raise an eyebrow now unless he scores 
twice and gets a couple of assists as well. His 131 points are the most 
since Mario Lemieux and Jaromir Jagr in 1995-96 and he will likely reach 
or surpass the 65 goals Alex Ovechkin registered in 2007-08. 

Auston Matthews’s 60 last year and Steven Stamkos’s 60 in 2011-12 
were certainly impressive but we haven’t seen a performance like this in 
decades. 

Besides its goaltending, the other knock on Edmonton in recent years 
has been its secondary scoring behind McDavid and Leon Draisaitl (44). 
That complaint is at best dubious – the Oilers now have 10 players with 
10 goals or more. 

In what has been a very good year for Toronto, it has eight players with 
10 goals or more and has just two more wins than Edmonton. 

Dallas was just the latest playoff-calibre opponent the Oilers shut down. 

“You have to earn every inch of the ice against the Stars, and I thought 
we were patient and showed a level of endurance,” head coach Jay 
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Woodcroft said afterward. “In the end we did more good than not and 
found a way to walk out of here with two points.” 

Since Christmas, Edmonton is 20-3-2 in games in which it has allowed 
three goals or fewer as it heads into an important matchup against the 
Kraken on Saturday in Seattle. 

The Jets have won just three of their past 11 games and are clinging to 
the final Western wild-card spot. But the Predators are within four points 
and have played three fewer games. And they are only three points 
ahead of the Flames. 

The Jets’ recent tailspin has undone a lot of good work in the first half of 
the season. At one point they challenged for first place in their 
conference and division. 

It is unnecessary to say that Winnipeg’s game on Saturday in Nashville is 
important. 

“We know where we are in the standings,” Rick Bowness, the Jets coach, 
said Friday. “Every game from here on in is going to be a playoff game. It 
would be a huge mistake for us not to take that type of approach. We are 
not going to let that happen.” 

The Predators were sellers at the trade deadline and looked dead in the 
standing but are nipping at their heels. It will be hard, but Calgary is still 
close enough to salvage what has been a disappointing campaign. 

“It is more us that has faltered, but those teams are right there,” Bowness 
said. 

The Flames have some hard rowing to do: three of their next four games 
are against Dallas, Los Angeles and Vegas. 

Ottawa played well for a stretch but has lost four in a row and has fallen 
by the wayside. The Senators will likely be done after games against the 
Maple Leafs on Saturday, Pittsburgh on Monday, Boston on Tuesday 
and Tampa Bay on Thursday. 

Anything is possible but with a month to go, Toronto and Edmonton are 
easily in the playoffs. It’s still a bit of sticky wicket for the others. 

“We are always hungry to continue to get better,” Darnell Nurse, the 
Oilers defenceman, said late Thursday. “We have a lot of important 
hockey coming up. At this time of the year, doing it one time is not good 
enough. 

“You have to do it the whole time with how tight the standings are and 
how important each and every game is.” 
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Maple Leafs make it look easy being green in win over Hurricanes 

 

Kevin McGran 

 

Sure, it was the life of Rielly. 

Morgan Rielly scored one goal, assisted on another and the Maple Leafs 
— bedecked in St. Pats green and serenaded by fiddlers — shamrocked 
the Carolina Hurricanes 5-2 at Scotiabank Arena to end a two-game 
mini-slide Friday night. 

“It had that playoff type of game feel in terms of both teams being 
conscious not to allow too much offence, playing tight, not a lot of the 
high-end chances,” said Rielly. “I thought that was a good effort by us to 
bounce back from (Wednesday’s 2-1 shootout) loss against Colorado.” 

Zach Aston-Reese, of all players, led the way with a two-goal night, his 
sixth and seventh of the season and first two-goal game since 2019. He 
finished one shy of what surely would have been dubbed a St. Pat Trick. 

“It’s always easy to play the rest of the game when you score in your first 
shift,” said Aston-Reese. “They were pretty easy goals for me to put in. 
Gus (Erik Gustafsson) with a great shot and great shimmy to get free, 
and then Laff (Sam Lafferty) with a saucer pass. 

“I was hoping for the third, but I’m happy with the night.” 

It was the annual game when the Leafs break out the green and white 
worn by the franchise from 1919 until 1927. 

“Definitely, I like these jerseys a lot,” said Aston-Reese. 

Mitch Marner and Auston Matthews also scored, but coach Sheldon 
Keefe and the rest of the team were tickled that offence also came from 
elsewhere. 

“Huge goals for us, too,” said Keefe. 

“When those guys are able to get on the board and score and be a part 
of the offence, it’s awesome for our group and I think our guys really feed 
off of it,” Rielly added about Aston-Reese and his linemates. “They do a 
lot for our team that goes unnoticed. So, for them to get in on the scoring 
is awesome.” 

Rielly has goals in back-to-back games for the first time this season and 
seems to be coming to life at the right time, with the playoffs just a month 
away. 

“Sometimes when you score, you feel like things are opening up for you. 
That can only be a good sign of things to come for him,” Keefe said of 
Rielly. “Morgan’s very consistent in his approach every day. The only 
thing that would weigh on him is the puck not going in. The team relies 
on him for it. 

“He’s very honest about his game. Morgan really wants to win, to help 
our team. He’s extremely committed to being at his best.” 

Acciari hurt 

The Leafs lost forward Noel Acciari after a hit from Jesse Puljujarvi in the 
first period. Acciari did not return to the game and won’t accompany the 
team for Saturday night’s game in Ottawa. 

“It should be a penalty,” said Keefe. “It’s tough to lose a player like that 
on a play like that. The referees saw it differently. But in terms of an 
update, he’s not going to travel with us. He won’t be available tomorrow. 
And then in terms of what happens going forward, we’ll have to see. 
Clearly he couldn’t come back in the game, so that’s concerning to me.” 

Acciari was in the dressing room after the game and handed the team’s 
player of the night belt to Aston-Reese. 

“It kind of sucks having to get up and talk in front of everybody, but I’ll 
take it,” joked Aston-Reese. 

Matt Murray will start in net against the Senators, while Wayne 
Simmonds, Justin Holl and likely Alex Steeves will get into the lineup. 
Keefe didn’t say who’d come out, but said he would probably go with 12 
forwards and six defencemen after experimenting with 11 and seven. 

Lightning round 

With the Tampa Bay Lightning creeping to within a point of the Leafs 
heading into Friday night, scoreboard watching has taken on some 
urgency. 

“It’s that time of year,” said Keefe. “You keep notice of what’s happening 
around you, but you don’t lose focus (on) what’s most important for us — 
which is to feel good about our team, have our team healthy and ready to 
play in the playoffs. And that’s really it. Obviously you want to clinch your 
playoff spot and get that taken care of. You know where you are in terms 
of home ice. Right now, we have the edge and you want to maintain that 
through good play and good habits.” 
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Good habits and maybe some luck of the Irish were on their side. They 
had a 3-1 lead after the first period in part thanks to one of the luckiest 
goals Matthews ever scored. A John Tavares shot caromed off a 
Carolina defenceman, hit Matthews in the knee and bounced into the 
Carolina net. 

That re-established a two-goal lead — built on goals by Aston-Reese and 
Marner — after Carolina’s Brady Skjei snuck one by Ilya Samsonov to 
temporarily halt the Leafs’ momentum. 

The teams traded goals in the second. Martin Necas scored while the 
Leafs were caught running around in their own zone. Aston-Reese got 
his second of the game when Sam Lafferty grabbed a loose puck at the 
blue line to set up his linemate for a tap-in. 

‘Luuuuuuuuke’ Schenn 

Luke Schenn played at Scotiabank Arena as a Leaf for the first time 
since April 5, 2012. The defenceman was in the starting lineup and was 
greeted enthusiastically by the crowd during introductions. He played a 
little over 13 minutes and registered four hits. One came near the end of 
the game — a resounding check that got the crowd chanting 
“Luuuuuuuuke.” 

“This fan base has been so good to me,” said the 33-year-old Schenn. “It 
hasn’t been smooth sailing, but there’s no question that the fans have 
always been great to me. Weird emotions on a lot of levels.” 

Marlies are in 

The AHL Marlies, also dressed in green, lost 5-0 to Carolina’s top farm 
team, the Charlotte Checkers, in an afternoon game at Scotiabank 
Arena. Nonetheless, the Marlies secured a spot in the Calder Cup 
playoffs when the Laval Rocket lost to the Utica Comets. Toronto’s top 
affiliate returns to the post-season for the 12th time in franchise history. 
The Marlies sat third overall at 40-17-3. 
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Aston-Reese scores two, Rielly bags another as Leafs win in Schenn’s 
Toronto return 

 

By Joshua Clipperton  

 

TORONTO - Zach Aston-Reese wouldn’t mind if the Maple Leafs sported 
their green and white jerseys more often. 

Morgan Rielly, meanwhile, looks to finally be heating up with the post-
season beckoning. 

Aston-Reese scored twice and Rielly found the back of the net for the 
second time in as many games Friday as Toronto downed the Carolina 
Hurricanes 5-2 on a night that saw Luke Schenn play at Scotiabank 
Arena as a member of the home side for the first time in almost 11 years. 

“Always easy to play the rest of the game when you score on your first 
shift,” said Aston-Reese, who had one goal in his 23 previous 
appearances. “I was hoping for a third, but happy with the night.” 

Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner provided the rest of the offence for 
Toronto (41-18-9), which got 32 saves from Ilya Samsonov. John 
Tavares added two assists, while Rielly added another for a two-point 
performance. 

“When they were pressuring us hard, we did our job,” Marner said. “We 
bent a little bit, but didn’t break. We stayed to our structure. 

“We got opportunities off it, and when we did, we didn’t miss.” 

The Leafs sported their Toronto St. Pats threads — a nod to the 
franchise’s moniker from 1919 through 1927 — on St. Patrick’s Day. 

“Like these jerseys a lot,” Aston-Reese said with a grin. 

Brady Skjei and Martin Necas replied for Carolina (44-15-8). Pyotr 
Kochetkov stopped 19 shots. 

“A team with that skill level, you just can’t be giving them chances,” 
Hurricanes winger Jordan Martinook said. “You’ve got to be able to stick 
with your game plan and stay tight, stay above people, don’t let their skill 
guys get behind you. 

“We let that happen too many times.” 

Schenn played his first game in Toronto as a Leaf in nearly 4,000 days 
after he was reacquired from the Vancouver Canucks ahead of the NHL 
trade deadline. 

“In one regard, yes, it feels like another lifetime,” said the 33-year-old, 
who was drafted fifth overall by Toronto in 2008 before his trade to the 
Philadelphia Flyers in 2012. 

“In the same breath, everything just is familiar.” 

Schenn received a nice ovation to start the game. He heard the old 
“Luuuuuke” chants rain down from the stands after a third-period hit on 
Sebastian Aho during a penalty kill. 

“It hasn’t been smooth sailing,” said the defenceman from Saskatoon. 
“But there’s no question that the fans have always been great to me.” 

Toronto opened the scoring early in the first period. Aston-Reese tipped 
an Erik Gustafsson point shot for his sixth goal of the season before 
Marner ripped his 25th in off the post. 

Skjei got one back two minutes later with his 14th on a shot that 
squeaked through Samsonov. 

The Leafs made it 3-1 before the period was out on a power play. 

Tavares saw his effort hit a Carolina stick and bounce in off Matthews for 
his 32nd — and the first goal surrendered by Carolina’s second-ranked 
penalty kill in 13 games. 

The Hurricanes crept back within a goal midway through the second 
period when Necas snapped his 26th. 

But Aston-Reese bagged his second of the night on a 2-on-1 with Sam 
Lafferty. Aston-Reese’s two-goal performance was his first since October 
2019 when he was a member of the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

“He’s sniper,” Samsonov deadpanned of Aston-Reese, who has never 
registered a hat trick in the NHL. “Everybody knows this. 

“I’m so happy for him.” 

Rielly then roofed his fourth — and second in as many games — midway 
through the third on another 2-on-1 with Matthews to put things out of 
reach. 

“Playoff-type of game feel in terms of both teams being conscious not to 
allow too much offence,” said Rielly, whose club was coming off 
Wednesday’s 2-1 shootout loss to the defending Stanley Cup champion 
Colorado Avalanche. 

“Good effort by us.” 

ACCIARI OUT 

Toronto lost Noel Acciari late in the first when he took a blow up high in a 
collision with Jesse Puljujarvi. 

The Leafs, who were left with 10 forwards after once again dressing an 
extra defenceman, said the veteran centre was held out for precautionary 
reasons. 
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Acciari won’t play Saturday, but was in the locker room with teammates 
post-game. 

“My view of it, obviously, is it should be a penalty,” Toronto head coach 
Sheldon Keefe said. “It’s tough to lose a player like that on a play like 
that.” 

NEXT MAN UP 

The Hurricanes played their second game minus Andrei Svechnikov. 

The star forward had 23 goals and 55 points in 64 contests before 
suffering a season-ending knee injury last Saturday. 

“Big loss,” Carolina head coach Rod Brind’Amour said a couple hours 
before puck drop. “But no one’s gonna feel sorry for you ... gotta find a 
way.” 

UP NEXT 

Leafs: Visit Ottawa on Saturday. 

Hurricanes: Visit Philadelphia on Saturday. 

This report by The Canadian Press was first  

Published March 17, 2023. 
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Aston-Reese scores 2 as Maple Leafs beat Hurricanes 5-2 

 

By The Associated Press 

 

TORONTO (AP) — Zach Aston-Reese scored twice and the Toronto 
Maple Leafs beat the Carolina Hurricanes 5-2 Friday night to snap a two-
game skid. 

Morgan Rielly had a goal and an assist, and Mitch Marner and Auston 
Matthews also scored to help Toronto improve to 4-2-1 in its last seven 
games. John Tavares and Calle Jarnkrok each had two assists and Ilya 
Samsonov finished with 32 saves to help Toronto increase its lead to 
three points ahead of third-place Tampa Bay in the Atlantic Division. 

“When they were pressuring us hard, we did our job,” Marner said. “We 
bent a little bit, but didn’t break. We stayed to our structure. ... We got 
opportunities off it, and when we did, we didn’t miss.” 

Martin Necas and Brady Skjei each scored for Carolina in its third loss in 
four games. Pyotr Kochetkov had 19 saves as the Hurricanes remained 
one point ahead of second-place New Jersey in the Metropolitan 
Division. 

“A team with that skill level, you just can’t be giving them chances,” 
Hurricanes forward Jordan Martinook said. “You’ve got to be able to stick 
with your game plan and stay tight, stay above people, don’t let their skill 
guys get behind you. ... We let that happen too many times.” 

Aston-Reese got the scoring started as he tipped Erik Gustafsson’s shot 
from the right point past Kochetkov 2:54 into the game. 

Marner made it 2-0 with 7 1/2 minutes left in the first as fired a shot from 
the right circle off the post and in for his 25th. 

Skjei got the Hurricanes on the scoreboard as his shot from the left circle 
bounced off his glove and over the line with 5:23 remaining in the period. 

Tavares fired a shot from the left side that deflected off Matthews’ knee 
on the right side and in on the power play with 2:22 left in the first to 
make it 3-1. It was Matthews’ 32nd. 

Necas pulled the Hurricanes within one again as he scored from the right 
circle with 9:15 left in the second. It was his 26th. 

Aston-Reese got his second of the night and seventh of the season with 
5:01 left in the middle period as he redirected Sam Lafferty’s cross-ice 
feed from the left side past Kochetkov to make it 4-2. 

“Always easy to play the rest of the game when you score on your first 
shift,” said Aston-Reese, who had one goal in his 23 previous games. “I 
was hoping for a third, but happy with the night.” 

Rielly scored from the left circle to give Toronto a three-goal lead at 8:56 
of the third. It was his fourth. 

“Playoff-type of game feel in terms of both teams being conscious not to 
allow too much offense,” said Rielly, whose club was coming off 
Wednesday’s 2-1 shootout loss to defending Stanley Cup champion 
Colorado. 

SCHENN’S DEBUT 

Maple Leafs defenseman Luke Schenn played his first game at 
Scotiabank Arena as a member of the organization in nearly 4,000 days 
after he was reacquired from the Vancouver Canucks ahead of the NHL 
trade deadline. 

“In one regard, yes, it feels like another lifetime,” said the 33-year-old 
Schenn, who was drafted fifth overall by Toronto in 2008 before his trade 
to Philadelphia in 2012. “In the same breath, everything just is familiar.” 

Schenn received a nice ovation to start the game. He heard the old 
“Luuuuuke” chants rain down from the stands after a third-period hit on 
Sebastian Aho during a penalty kill. 

“It hasn’t been smooth sailing,” said the defenseman from Saskatoon. 
“But there’s no question that the fans have always been great to me.” 

ACCIARI OUT 

Toronto lost Noel Acciari late in the first period when he took a blow up 
high in a collision with Carolina’s Jesse Puljujarvi. The Maple Leafs, who 
were left with 10 forwards after once again dressing an extra 
defenseman, said the veteran center was held out for precautionary 
reasons. 

Acciari won’t play Saturday, but was in the locker room with teammates 
after the game. 

NEXT MAN UP 

The Hurricanes played their second game without star forward Andrei 
Svechnikov, who suffered a season-ending knee injury last Saturday. 
Svechnikov had 23 goals and 32 assists in 64 games. 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: At Philadelphia Flyers on Saturday. 

Maple Leafs: At Ottawa Senators on Saturday. 
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Maple Leafs' Rielly never satisfied, trying to meet high standard he sets 
for himself 

 

Terry Koshan 

 

Morgan Rielly hasn’t been the feeling the weight of his hefty new contract 
this season. 
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Rielly, who recently turned 29, said he hasn’t been putting more pressure 
on himself in the first season of an eight-year pact that carries an annual 
salary cap hit of $7.5-million US through the 2029-30 season. 

“No, it’s not the contract or anything like that,” Rielly said on Friday. “It’s 
just holding yourself accountable. It has nothing to do with money or any 
of that.  

“I’ve been here for a while and I expect a certain standard for myself and 
all of my teammates as well. We all hold each other to a very high 
standard, but it starts with yourself.” 

And how would Rielly judge his season in terms of meeting that 
standard? He missed a month because of a knee injury before returning 
at the end of December, and had 33 points in 52 games before the Leafs 
met the Carolina Hurricanes on Friday night at Scotiabank Arena. 

Overall, Rielly’s game probably hasn’t been where he wants it to be, but 
he spoke in general terms, not specifics. 

“I don’t think I’ll ever be satisfied,” Rielly said. “I think I speak for 
everybody, there’s always going to be an area that you want to get better 
at.” 

How about defensively? Against the Colorado Avalanche on Wednesday, 
Rielly made a couple of fine plays in the defensive zone in the third 
period to help keep the game tied.  

“As a defenceman, you have to be able to do that,” Rielly said. “When 
you do it, I don’t think you deserve any type of credit. That’s what you’re 
supposed to do. When you don’t do it, that’s when issues start to arise. 
As a group, we work on all of that.” 

From his view, coach Sheldon Keefe has been satisfied in how Rielly has 
navigated through the season. 

“Morgan is consistent in his approach every day,” Keefe said. “I don’t 
think it has fazed him. The biggest thing that would probably weigh on 
him is not scoring, the puck not going in. You’re a guy that has that 
ability, has produced in the past, and that the team relies on him for 
those types of things. 

“He’s honest about his game when I’ve met and chatted with him. 
Morgan really wants to win and he wants to help our team and he knows 
that he plays a big role in that.” 

MCCABE SETTLING IN 

Jake McCabe has plenty to look forward to in the next couple of weeks. 

Once the Leafs return to Toronto from a lengthy trip that ends in 
Nashville on March 26, the defenceman is planning to have his wife 
Gabriella and their two young children join him in the city for the 
remainder of the season.  

McCabe has been living in a downtown hotel, but said on Friday he has 
found a house and is starting to get more settled away from the rink. 

“The hockey playing is the easy part of this transition,” McCabe said. 
“That’s what I know. It’s my job and what I’m good at. It’s what I focus my 
energy toward.  

“Thank God for FaceTime and help from both families back home.” 

McCabe said some work still needs to be done with securing passports 
for his kids, but it didn’t sound like it will be a problem.  

“It has been a long couple of months, we were on the road a lot in 
Chicago too, so I miss them a lot,” McCabe said. “My wife, bless her, she 
has been grinding at home, she is sick right now. My mom is helping out. 
It will be good to get them up here.” 

When Toronto acquired McCabe from the Blackhawks on Feb. 27, one of 
first Leafs to text him was Rielly. 

“He helped bring us in here (McCabe and forward Sam Lafferty, acquired 
in the same deal) and made us feel comfortable,” McCabe said. “A 

super-good guy, funny guy, you can tell he has been around here for a 
long time. A big leader in our room.” 

LOOSE LEAFS 

In a rare poor performance, the Toronto Marlies had nothing going 
against the Charlotte Checkers in a matinee game at Scotiabank Arena, 
losing 5-0 on Friday. “We didn’t defend,” coach Greg Moore said. “We 
certainly weren’t skating.” Before a crowd of 8,277, the Marlies had just 
13 shots on goal as they lost for only the 17th time in regulation in 60 
games. Marlies goalie Joseph Woll made 27 saves … This from Keefe, 
clad head to toe in a green Leafs tracksuit in recognition of St. Patrick’s 
Day: “Not my best colour.” 
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Luke Schenn pumped for his first Maple Leafs home game in nearly 11 
years 

 

Terry Koshan 

 

Just like the old days for Luke Schenn. 

“I’ve been here a few times on the visiting side in the last decade or so, 
but it’s pretty special to come back and be in this dressing room and 
come out through this tunnel and be on this bench,” the Maple Leafs 
defenceman said on Friday morning at Scotiabank Arena.  

Don Brennan’s daily hit on the world of sports betting. Whether you’re 
new to sports gambling or an experienced wagerer, this newsletter offers 
trustworthy insights into the odds game. 19+. Please gamble responsibly. 

“A lot of excitement being out there in the morning skate, a lot of 
flashbacks, a lot of memories. Super-excited to come back here and play 
in front of this organization and this fan base on the home side this time.” 

Schenn will be back in the Leafs lineup on Friday night against the 
Carolina Hurricanes, making his third appearance with Toronto since he 
was acquired from the Vancouver Canucks on Feb. 28, and his first on 
home ice. 

It will be Schenn’s first home game with the Leafs since April 5, 2012, 
against the Tampa Bay Lightning. From the Leafs lineup that night, only 
Schenn and Phil Kessel still are active in the National Hockey League. 
Nazem Kadri was in the organization but was with the Toronto Marlies at 
the time, and James Reimer was scratched as Jonas Gustavsson 
backed up Ben Scrivens in goal. 

That summer, Schenn, the Leafs’ first-round pick in 2008, was traded to 
the Philadelphia Flyers for forward James van Riemsdyk. 

There are a few more hockey scars for the veteran, and two Stanley Cup 
rings sitting in his trophy case from the ultimate success with the 
Lightning. 

“It’s crazy, it flies by,” Schenn said. “There was a huge turnover of 
veteran players to younger guys when I was here and a lot of guys are 
now out of the league.  

“My career has been a roller coaster for sure. I never thought I’d ever get 
the opportunity to come back here. I don’t take anything for granted. I 
know this is special.” 

With Schenn in and coach Sheldon Keefe sticking with 11 forwards and 
seven defencemen against Carolina in the St. Patrick’s Day tilt, Justin 
Holl will be scratched from blue-line duties.  

Mitch Marner and Auston Matthews will be in the lineup after they got the 
day off from practice on Thursday. 
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Ilya Samsonov will start in goal as the Leafs attempt to win the final 
match in a four-game home stand. After the first three games, they’re 1-
1-1. Matt Murray will start in Ottawa against the Senators on Saturday 
night.  

Samsonov, 17-2-2 on home ice, gets the call again after he shone in a 2-
1 shootout loss against the Colorado Avalanche on Wednesday. 

“He played really well the other night and he has played very well at 
home,” Keefe said. “As we want to work through both goalies and keep 
both goalies involved, it’s important at times to look to give guys multiple 
games, because I think that’s part of getting in a rhythm. We did that with 
Murray recently. For Sammy, it’s the same situation.” 

The Leafs will be wearing green and white Toronto St. Pats uniforms in 
the game, and the coaching staff has been clad head to toe in green 
tracksuits for recent practice morning skates. 

“Not my best colour,” Keefe said with a quip. 

Carolina arrives in second place in the overall NHL standings with 96 
points and a .727 point percentage. The Leafs are in fifth 89 points and a 
.664 point percentage. 

The ’Canes represent another good challenge for Toronto’s forwards. 
Carolina has allowed an average of 25.7 shots a game, the lowest in the 
NHL. And it’s a fast, deep group of forwards, led by Martin Necas and 
Sebastian Aho, that will present trouble.  

“They defend so well,” Leafs defenceman Jake McCabe said. “They’re 
man on man pretty much all over the ice. They do a great job of staying 
above, pressuring, forechecking and they deliver a ton of pucks to the 
net, so you have to be really good in front of your own net with box out 
and sticks. A highly competitive team in all three zones.” 
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Maple Leafs report cards: Depth players shine in impressive win over 
Hurricanes 

 

Kevin Papetti  

 

The Toronto Maple Leafs did not disappoint in their St. Pats jerseys. 

The team overcame questionable officiating, an injury to Noel Acciari, 
and a weak goal against from Ilya Samsonov in the first period and never 
looked back. Zach Aston-Reese led the charge with two goals, while 
Mitch Marner and Morgan Rielly each scored a beauty. The Hurricanes 
tend to dominate their opponents at five-on-five, and while the Leafs 
were outshot, they never looked overwhelmed in the defensive zone en 
route to a 5-2 win. Carolina plays playoff-style hockey, and Sheldon 
Keefe’s team certainly looked fired up for this matchup. 

Let’s get to the grades! 

First star 

Zach Aston-Reese 

You can’t stop Aston-Reese, you can only hope to contain him. The 
defence-first forward opened the scoring three minutes in by deflecting 
Erik Gustafsson’s point shot past Kochetkov: 

first Leaf point for Erik Gustafsson pic.twitter.com/inRL6mRAAn 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 17, 2023 

He wasn’t done there, as he went to the net on a two-on-one in the late 
second, and took advantage of a great pass from Sam Lafferty: 

ZACH-ASTON REESE    

SAUCE FEED FROM LAFFERTY pic.twitter.com/q3XthdvXz5 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 18, 2023 

The Leafs were excellent defensively in his minutes, and he finished with 
four hits. 

Ilya Samsonov on Aston-Reese: 

“I know he’s sniper. I know that.” @TheHockeyNews 

— Mike Stephens (@mikeystephens81) March 18, 2023 

Second star 

Mitch Marner 

Marner extended his point streak to five games with a highlight reel goal 
seven minutes in. He danced around Martin Necas and fired a perfect 
shot off the post and in: 

MITCH MARNER   

gets around Necas and buries it pic.twitter.com/Hg1IONCqrp 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 17, 2023 

He made both a clever entry and pass to set up a great chance for 
Williams Nylander on the power play at the end of the first, but it didn’t 
lead to another point. He was also his usual self on the penalty kill. 

Third star 

Calle Järnkrok 

Järnkrok extended his point streak to three games by picking up a 
secondary assist on Toronto’s opening goal. He made another nifty pass 
in the neutral zone to set up Auston Matthews for a good chance at the 
end of the first, but then took a “penalty” due to horrendous officiating. He 
made a great play to set up Matthews in the slot to start the third, then 
made another great play to send Rielly on a two-on-one ahead of 
Toronto’s fifth goal. He did all of the little things well and looked fantastic 
on the top line. 

Matthews fans on the feed from Jarnkrok pic.twitter.com/IyHD48niri 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 18, 2023 

Player reports 

A 

Sam Lafferty 

Lafferty had struggled to create offensively in back-to-back games but 
had a chance on a shorthanded two-on-one to start the second. While he 
failed to capitalize, he used his speed to create another two-on-one at 
the end of the period and made a beautiful pass to set up Aston-Reese 
for his second of the night. There’s no doubt that he can absolutely fly, 
and he used his speed again to set up a good chance for David Kämpf to 
start the third. 

T.J. Brodie 

Brodie was his usual self defensively, showing off his impressive rush 
defence on multiple occasions: 

breakdancing defending Brodie pic.twitter.com/x5J5uaJncu 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 17, 2023 

T.J. Brodie 

L1+R1 forever pic.twitter.com/vP8uXHMOxO 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 18, 2023 
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The Hurricanes failed to generate many scoring chances during his 
minutes, and he was valuable on the penalty kill. 

Morgan Rielly 

Rielly scored for the second consecutive game by firing a wicked shot on 
a two-on-one in the third: 

MORGAN RIELLY   

with the flick of the wrist! pic.twitter.com/53vIwXpjBp 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 18, 2023 

He also made a strong defensive play on Jordan Staal at the end of first 
to tie him up and prevent a scoring chance. The Leafs didn’t dominate his 
minutes, but he looked competent defensively against a tough opponent. 

A- 

Erik Gustafsson 

Gustafsson showed great patience in the offensive zone to pick up a 
primary assist on Aston-Reese’s first goal. He was zipping the puck 
around and looked awfully impressive against a tough opponent. He 
looks comfortable on both sides, and while he only played 15:13, he still 
hasn’t been on for a five-on-five goal against as a Leaf. 

Auston Matthews 

Matthews couldn’t convert on a good chance in the slot with four minutes 
left in the first, and set up Nylander for an A+ chance on the power play 
minutes later. Nylander couldn’t convert either, but Matthews scored 
seconds later when Tavares’ shot bounced off him and in: 

Matthews starts and finishes it pic.twitter.com/q6Ows6dtpe 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 17, 2023 

It wasn’t pretty, but the power-play goal ended a 28-for-28 penalty-kill 
streak for the Hurricanes. He later just missed a highlight reel goal on a 
great individual effort: 

Matthews is feeling the passion pic.twitter.com/e3HLsfMcAP 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 18, 2023 

Ilya Samsonov 

Samsonov made a nice stop on Jordan Staal in the opening minutes, 
right after the Leafs had opened the scoring. Most of his first-period 
chances were of the low-danger variety, but he let in a soft one from 
Brady Skjei at the end of the period: 

Brady Skej puts Carolina on the board pic.twitter.com/q9teN4vVy5 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 17, 2023 

Fortunately, he made up for it with a wicked pad save off Sebastian Aho 
to start the second: 

Ilya Samsonov with a huge stop on Aho pic.twitter.com/Kj6szSrlel 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 18, 2023 

Unlike the first goal, Carolina’s next one wasn’t on him, as Martin Necas 
took advantage of his team’s strong puck movement: 

Necas brings the Hurricanes within one pic.twitter.com/d7n5EETEb0 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 18, 2023 

Carolina doubled Toronto’s shot total in the second, and this save on 
Jesse Puljujarvi was one of his best: 

point-blank save by Samsonov on Puljujarvi pic.twitter.com/BwjDITPYTI 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 18, 2023 

He finished with 32 saves on 34 shots and more than made up for the 
soft first goal. 

B 

The shutdown pair (Jake McCabe and Luke Schenn) 

They don’t look great by expected goals, but you always felt safe in their 
minutes. McCabe isn’t overly flashy, but he’s a capable defender both in 
transition and in front of the net. He had a couple of iffy turnovers but 
wasn’t on for a goal against. Schenn returned to Toronto for his first 
home game with the Leafs since April 2012, and while he wasn’t overly 
impactful, he did throw this hit on Aho in the third: 

Schenn erases Aho pic.twitter.com/ZmrFQBbuns 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 18, 2023 

Luke Schenn says he tried to get dressed in his old locker at SBA today 
just out of muscle memory. 

— Mike Stephens (@mikeystephens81) March 18, 2023 

The third pair (Mark Giordano and Timothy Liljegren) 

A smart pinch by Giordano led to a Leafs chance six minutes in, and he 
broke up the cycle by making another strong read in the second. The 
puck bounced over Liljegren’s stick at the end of the first, and he was 
fortunate that Necas missed the net on a clear breakaway. However, he 
looked like Luke Schenn out there, as he was noticeably physical. He 
knocked over Seth Jarvis in the opening minutes, then did it again 
halfway through the first. He showed off his transition defence at the end 
of the second and showed off his strength by shutting down a rush from 
Necas. He even ripped off Puljujarvi’s helmet in a third period scrum. 

Liljegren closes along the boards pic.twitter.com/iKQWAvvP2W 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 17, 2023 

B- 

Michael Bunting 

Bunting picked up a primary assist by making a pass in the neutral zone 
ahead of Marner’s highlight reel goal. He set up Matthews for a couple of 
chances in the second, but his team spent most of his minutes in the 
defensive zone. He also took a penalty in the third. 

Alex Kerfoot and David Kämpf 

Kerfoot stood out in a positive way early, as his transition play looked 
quite valuable to the bottom six. He was on for both goals against, but 
they weren’t exactly his fault. Kämpf fared better by expected goals, but 
both players looked strong defensively at five-on-five while also providing 
value on the penalty kill. 

C+ 

William Nylander 

Nylander had a fantastic chance on the power play in the final minutes of 
the first, but didn’t pick up a point when Matthews scored seconds later. 
He set up a good chance to start the second, but the Leafs spent most of 
his minutes in the defensive zone. 

C 

John Tavares 

Tavares earned a secondary assist on Toronto’s second goal, and his 
strength on the puck started the sequence off in the neutral zone. He 
picked his second assist of the first period on a late power play, as his 
shot deflected off both a Hurricanes defencemen and Matthews before 
travelling into the net. However, his assists weren’t anything special, and 
the Leafs were caved in during his minutes. 

N/A 
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Noel Acciari 

Acciari made a big hit on Teuvo Teravainen in the opening minutes but 
was injured in a collision with Jesse Puljujarvi at the end of the first. He 
did not return, and the Leafs didn’t even get a power play out of it. 

Noel Acciari will not return to the game 

Leafs are down to 10 F pic.twitter.com/zEckV8hUom 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 18, 2023 

Game Score 

Final grade: A 

The Hurricanes are an excellent team, but the Leafs never looked 
outmatched or mistake-prone. They could have easily gotten frustrated 
and lost their game after a couple of bad calls in the first, but they 
persevered and beat an opponent that is built for playoff hockey. Carolina 
is the NHL’s best team at five-on-five by both expected goals for and 
expected goals against, but the Leafs managed to score five while 
keeping most of their opponent’s chances to the outside. 

They were down to just ten forwards after Acciari left the game in the 
first, but they have no shortage of players who can effectively defend a 
lead. It’s great to see Marner, Matthews, and Rielly beat Kochetkov, but 
Toronto’s depth forwards showed up in a major way as well. Aston-
Reese scored twice, and both Järnkrok and Lafferty played a major role 
in a Leafs goal. Toronto’s offence has been struggling lately, but if they 
can get a lead early, they look tough to beat. 

Aston-Reese and the Leafs may have to wear their St. Pats jerseys more 
often! 

What’s next for the Leafs? 

Heading on the road to take on the Ottawa Senators on Saturday at 7 
p.m. on HNIC. 
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LeBrun: Polling NHL coaches on who they think should win the Norris 
Trophy 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

7-9 minutes 17/03/2023 

 

One of the things about NHL awards that has always seemed odd to me 
is that head coaches don’t vote on any of the major ones. 

General managers vote on the Vezina. The NHL Broadcasters’ 
Association votes for the Jack Adams. GMs and a panel of leagues 
executives and selected media members vote on the Jim Gregory GM of 
the Year Award. 

And selected members of the Professional Hockey Writers Association 
(150 voters total, including me) vote on the rest of the major awards, 
including the Hart, Norris, Calder and Selke. 

Now, I’m not suggesting taking away anyone’s vote. Of course not. But 
one suggestion: Maybe head coaches should join the broadcasters in a 
broader vote for the Jack Adams? Just a thought. I have many thoughts. 
Most of them get ignored. 

But I digress. As I have done previously from time to time over the years, 
I decided this week to poll the NHL’s head coaches on the Norris Trophy 
race, to see how they break down a competitive field. 

There’s still a month to go, but I thought it would interesting to get a feel 
from the guys who have a front-row ticket to watch the top blueliners in 
the world plying their trade on a nightly basis. 

While a lot of people view the Norris Trophy race as a done deal with Erik 
Karlsson lapping the field offensively, our numbers guru Dom 
Luszczyszyn disagreed in his latest Norris breakdown, saying it’s a close 
race in his view. 

I asked the head coaches this week for one vote only, just one name. 
First-place votes only, baby. 

Also, coaches were not allowed to vote for their own players. 

Here are the results of my polling, with 30 of the 32 head coaches taking 
part: 

The headline here, really, is Morrissey getting so much love, with a 
strong second-place finish. He didn’t rate in Dom’s latest Norris piece, 
although Dom has had him in other Norris updates earlier this season. 
It’s obviously a statement when seven rival NHL coaches choose you for 
Norris. That’s big-time respect, and there’s no question the Jets’ No. 1 
defenseman has earned it with a career season. 

Some comments (all via text message, and some edited lightly for clarity) 
from coaches who voted for him in my poll, which was conducted 
anonymously to allow them to speak freely: 

• “I vote for Josh Morrissey. Mostly for his emergence and impact on the 
Jets’ blue line. Other than (goalie Connor) Hellebuyck, he has been their 
most impactful player on both sides of the puck.” 

• “Playing a great two-way game. Huge piece in the Jets’ defensive game 
and doesn’t have a lot of help in that area.” 

• “Touches and is a factor in all parts of the game.” 

• “Helping his team as much as anyone. Great fit for their team.” 

• “He has poise. A threat with his shot and vision. He is a general out 
there offensively but also very competitive defensively.” 

• “No one has been more important to their team on the back end. Does it 
at both ends of the ice.” 

The second headline was just one vote going to Fox, the Norris winner 
from two years ago and Dom’s top performer this year. I thought he 
would get more. 

Here’s the comment from the one coach who voted for Fox: “He plays 
both special teams. Plays against top lines. Hardly (ever) hurt. Counted 
on in every situation.” 

I’m also surprised none of Brent Burns, Dougie Hamilton and Roman Josi 
got a vote. With only one vote per coach, it certainly limits the field, 
though. 

Also notable was the third-place showing for Makar, the reigning Norris 
Trophy winner who received three votes in this poll. A somewhat slow 
start to the season (given his lofty standards) plus missing 13 games via 
injury downgraded his chances of repeating. He’s going to win a bunch of 
Norris trophies by the time his career is over. Maybe even a Hart. 

Don’t kid yourself; most everyone still views him as the best defenseman 
in the world, even if they didn’t vote for him. I think he’s the best by a 
pretty wide margin. But that’s a different argument than who should win 
the Norris this year. 

“You can save yourself texting me for the next 10 years,” one coach 
responded in saying his vote will always be Makar. “Makar is on another 
level. He is the best defenseman in the league, period.” 

I mean, again, agreed. 

And let’s not overlook that Makar leads all NHL players in minutes per 
game. Total workhorse. 
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Said another coach who voted for Makar: “Plays in all situations … drives 
play all over the ice. Have to specifically game plan for his skill set.” 

And finally, from the third coach who voted for Makar: “Controls the 
game. Competitive defensively, plus dominant offensively. Has 
maintained a high level of play through injury. Should be applauded for 
this, not penalized for missing a few games.” 

Rasmus Dahlin got two votes. I do think there could be a Norris in his 
future. 

Said one of the coaches who voted for Dahlin: “I know the obvious choice 
is Karlsson with his point totals, but I hate that this trophy is so geared 
toward production rather than the ‘total package’ of production and 
defending … so I’m saying that I would go with Dahlin. I think this kid has 
taken a big step on the defensive side of the puck, as well as still 
producing.” 

Charlie McAvoy also got two votes while his Bruins teammate Hampus 
Lindholm got one. Both also got plenty of secondary mentions from 
coaches who thought they deserved mentions but voted elsewhere. 
They’re having awesome years, but being on the same juggernaut Bruins 
team will probably lead to cannibalizing any support. 

Said one coach: “Charlie defends also. That used to be part of the Norris 
winner. Charlie M for me.” 

Said another: “Lindholm. Best two-way player, all-around game.” 

Jared Spurgeon got the only other vote, and while a lot of people may be 
surprised by that, just this past week Dom wrote about his excellent 
season in his 16 stats piece. 

Said the head coach who voted for Spurgeon: “Plus-31 and next player 
on the team is plus-14! Kaprizov is a plus-6 on the same team. … Don’t 
know what they’d look like without him.” 

But our poll winner was indeed Karlsson, who is having an amazing 
season at age 32, already posting career-high point totals. It’s absolutely 
nuts. What a joy to watch him play this season. 

Some comments from the coaches who voted for Karlsson: 

• “Pretty amazing the numbers he has put up on a bad team.” 

• “Hard not to pick Karlsson. (Playing) 25 mins a night. Next guy is 18 pts 
below him. Only four of his 20 goals have come on the power play.” 

• “It’s amazing the stats he has put up and how dangerous he is every 
time he touches the puck.” 

• “Having a great year on a non-playoff team. What he has done this year 
has been very impressive.” 

• “He drives so much offense for his team. His numbers are impressive 
based on where his team is at from a win-loss standpoint.” 

• “(He’s) almost a one-man team when you look at it. Plus it’s the 
resurrection of a player to elite status. If it’s not the Norris, there should 
be another award for him.” 

• “(He has) 85 points. In on 43 percent of San Jose goals. Only minus-11 
on a team that’s minus-65. Played every game. Third most minutes 
played per game.” 

Let’s see how the final month of the season goes, and I’ve been wrong 
before trying to predict how my fellow PHWA voters will go, but it 
certainly feels like the Norris is Karlsson’s to lose right now. 

That would be Norris No. 3 for Karlsson after winning it with the Senators 
in 2011-12 and 2014-15. 

What say you, subscribers? Give us your Norris vote in our comments 
section below! 
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NHL Power Rankings: With one month left, what is each team still 
playing for? 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Sean Gentille15-19 minutes 17/03/2023 

The GM meetings were held in Florida earlier this week, giving Gary 
Bettman the perfect opportunity to show how in touch he is with the 
league he’s been running for three decades. 

Gary Bettman on the NHL's divisional playoff format: "This is working 
well." 

— Chris Johnston (@reporterchris) March 15, 2023 

As always, Bettman just has his finger on the pulse. Nothing wrong here, 
folks! Actually, it’s good that we’ve known three of the exact playoff 
matchups in the East since January. It’s good that there isn’t really an 
enticing playoff race in the West. It’s good that eight teams are playing to 
lose. Everything is fine! The playoffs are the only thing that matters 
anyway, who cares about making the regular season exciting? 

With a month left in the season don’t let the naysayers distract you from 
what should be a month full of spectacle and entertainment league-wide. 
Don’t believe us? Here’s one thing every team is still playing for. 

1. Boston Bruins 

Last Week: 1 

Record: 51-11-5 

Sean rank: 1 

Dom rank: 1 

They’ve already clinched a playoff spot. The division is next. The 
conference — and home ice throughout the entirety of the playoffs — will 
come shortly thereafter. No point in pretending otherwise. Aside from 
that, they need 12 wins in their last 15 games to finish with 63, the most 
all-time. The 1995-96 Red Wings and 2018-19 Lightning each had 62. 
The points percentage record (.825, 1976-77 Canadiens) is out of reach. 

2. New Jersey Devils 

Last Week: 3 

Record: 44-17-7 

Sean rank: 2 

Dom rank: 2 

With an overtime loss to Tampa Bay Thursday night it became that much 
harder for the Devils to catch the Hurricanes for the division lead. Every 
point matters and though earning a single point isn’t the end of the world, 
it means the Devils have a lot of ground to make up with little time left to 
do it. They’re one point back with two extra games played and entered 
the night with a 30 percent chance. That race is probably over and with 
the Rangers unlikely to catch New Jersey in second there doesn’t look 
like much to play for over the team’s final 14 games. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes 

Last Week: 2 

Record: 44-14-8 

Sean rank: 3 

Dom rank: 3 

They’re in the driver’s seat in the Metropolitan Division, which would earn 
them a matchup against one of the wild-card teams. That’s better than 
the alternative; the Rangers are a tier above the Islanders, Penguins and 
Panthers, and Carolina hasn’t gotten a point in either of their two games 
this season. It’s a small sample size, but it’s also instructive. Leave the 
tougher matchups for the second round. 
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And hey, in the meantime, they can figure out the best way to replace 
Andrei Svechnikov. That’ll be about as tough as it sounds. 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Last Week: 4 

Record: 40-18-9 

Sean rank: 5 

Dom rank: 4 

Guys, guys, guys — the meltdown happens seven games into the 
playoffs. Not in March in a season where the Leafs have been locked into 
second place for roughly four months. Relax. Right now, the Leafs are 
playing for nothing but to make sure their fanbase doesn’t implode earlier 
than they’re supposed to. 

5. Dallas Stars 

Last Week: 5 

Record: 37-18-13 

Sean rank: 4 

Dom rank: 6 

The Stars are pretty firmly in “it would take a meltdown” territory 
regarding their Central Division lead. The rest of the way, they have one 
game against the Avalanche and none vs. the Wild. All three teams are 
playing well, so minimal ground is being lost. 

The same principle applies to the larger race. Dallas has a very real shot 
at winning the West, but the Golden Knights are handling business, too. 
The Stars can hope their process (third in the league in expected goals 
percentage since Feb. 13) beats out Vegas’ (20th). 

6. Vegas Golden Knights 

Last Week: 6 

Record: 42-21-6 

Sean rank: 6 

Dom rank: 7 

Same deal as Dallas — the Golden Knights are playing for the division 
and possibly even the conference title. There’s a huge difference 
between playing a third seed and a wildcard team in the West so rising to 
the top is crucial. Having said that, Vegas has a lot more cut out for it at 
the moment. The Golden Knights have a decent cushion and came into 
Thursday night’s game with decent odds (64 percent), but their 
underlying numbers have been pretty putrid over the last month or so. 

7. Colorado Avalanche 

Last Week: 7 

Record: 39-22-6 

Sean rank: 7 

Dom rank: 8 

The Avs are hilarious. They’re closer to being out of a playoff spot than 
winning the West, but really, which of those two feels more likely? They’ll 
keep doing what they’ve done all season; hope for health by the 
postseason (welcome to the Rocky Mountain Hurt Boy Club, Artturi 
Lehkonen!), and remember what the core of the roster did less than a 
year ago. No team’s playoff spot is less relevant. 

8. Edmonton Oilers 

Last Week: 8 

Record: 37-23-8 

Sean rank: 10 

Dom rank: 5 

Where the Oilers finish feels less important than how Connor McDavid 
closes out. Can he hit 50 multipoint games? He’s got 38. Can he become 
the only NHLer other than Mario Lemieux to score 80 power-play points 
in a season? He’s at 59. Are 70 goals possible? He just had 10 in five 
games. Let’s see how this story ends. 

9. New York Rangers 

Last Week: 9 

Record: 39-19-10 

Sean rank: 8 

Dom rank: 9 

No team added more offensive firepower in trade season than the 
Rangers, and their lines remain a bit of a work in progress. Artemi 
Panarin–Vincent Trocheck–Patrick Kane wasn’t great (sub-40 expected 
goals percentage, sub-50 actual goals percentage), so Gerard Gallant 
switched things up. Kane with Trocheck and Chris Kreider, through a 
couple games, has fared markedly better. Nothing for the Rangers is 
more important than figuring out which of their two star right wingers 
(Kane and Vladimir Tarasenko) goes where. 

10. Los Angeles Kings 

Last Week: 10 

Record: 40-20-9 

Sean rank: 9 

Dom rank: 11 

Going into the All-Star break the Kings looked like the flimsiest paper 
tiger the playoff race has seen in a while. Their goal differential was 
minus-13, 22nd in the league! What they’ve done since has been pretty 
remarkable as they’ve completely flipped the script with the league’s 
second-best record and a plus-19 goal differential. The reason? Prove 
Dom “Fake Good” Luszczyszyn wrong once again. Probably. He’s 
already eaten crow for it, but we can only imagine the rest of the season 
will be played out of pure spite. 

11. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Last Week: 11 

Record: 41-22-6 

Sean rank: 11 

Dom rank: 11 

Actually, forget what we said about the Avs. It’s not possible to imagine a 
playoff team with less at stake than the Lightning. They’ve transcended 
the regular season overall — and beyond that, they’re locked into a 
matchup against the Leafs. Figure out how to most effectively incorporate 
Tanner Jeannot into the mix, avoid injury and prep for the premiere 
series of the first round. 

12. Minnesota Wild 

Last Week: 12 

Record: 39-21-8 

Sean rank: 12 

Dom rank: 12 

With a 14-game point streak in their back pocket, suddenly a division title 
is in reach for the Wild. That seemed difficult to believe just a month ago, 
but they’ve been a powerhouse defensively. The odds aren’t in the Wild’s 
favor with the Avalanche breathing down their necks and Dallas playing 
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strong hockey — but the opportunity is there. Whether they can keep this 
up without Kirill Kaprizov will be the challenge though, so just playing for 
home ice is likely the goal here. 

13. Seattle Kraken 

Last Week: 13 

Record: 38-23-7 

Sean rank: 13 

Dom rank: 13 

Just make the playoffs — that’s the goal. After last season, it’s amazing 
the Kraken are even in this position, but they’ve been legitimately good 
this season. Their odds are strong at 89 percent, but that’s not a sealed 
ticket in the West. With how Vegas, Los Angeles and Edmonton are 
playing right now it would be difficult to ask for much more than a place at 
the 16-seat table in April. 

14. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Last Week: 15 

Record: 34-24-10 

Sean rank: 14 

Dom rank: 14 

Disastrous as the Penguins’ trade deadline was, they still should make 
the playoffs. Ideally for them, Tristan Jarry would string together enough 
good games down the stretch to make a long series against Boston or 
Carolina feel … realistic, let’s say. Rusty or not, the break-even Goals 
Saved Above Expected he’s posted so far this season will not be good 
enough, and that number has dropped precipitously of late. He’s been 
bad, and Casey DeSmith — strong recent play aside — doesn’t have the 
juice necessary to vault Pittsburgh past an elite team. 

15. New York Islanders 

Last Week: 14 

Record: 35-27-8 

Sean rank: 15 

Dom rank: 16 

They’re one of the handful of teams still fighting for a playoff spot and the 
race in the East is actually pretty juicy. The Panthers and Islanders are 
both right around 50 percent and the race could come down to the wire. 
The Islanders are in the driver’s seat right now with a .557 points 
percentage, but will likely need to ramp that up down the stretch to keep 
the Panthers at bay. Even though they’ve been great without him, doing 
that without Mathew Barzal won’t be easy. 

16. Florida Panthers 

Last Week: 17 

Record: 34-27-7 

Sean rank: 16 

Dom rank: 15 

A playoff spot is now in coin-flip territory for the Panthers, and they 
should try their damndest for a couple reasons. They’re close enough to 
Pittsburgh and the Islanders, and talented enough, to pull it off. Beyond 
that, they have absolutely no incentive to miss out. Sending a lottery pick 
to the Canadiens for a couple months of Ben Chiarot, even one that had 
no shot at landing Connor Bedard, would be psychologically brutal. 

17. Winnipeg Jets 

Last Week: 16 

Record: 38-28-3 

Sean rank: 17 

Dom rank: 17 

We’ve come a long, long way since friend of the rankings Murat Ates 
waxed poetic about how good the Jets are and many Jets fans 
complained that The Rankings Boys weren’t doing the team justice. It 
was around that time that the Jets inched towards a 90 percent chance at 
the playoffs, but the Jets have gone 20-21-2 (!) since. Now, that spot is a 
bit more precarious. The Jets were at 69 percent before losing to Boston 
Thursday night (with Calgary beating Vegas not helping the cause). 
They’re no playoff lock and will spend the next month fighting for a spot. 
Two games against Nashville and one against Calgary loom large. 

18. Nashville Predators 

Last Week: 20 

Record: 34-25-7 

Sean rank: 20 

Dom rank: 19 

The Predators were making an improbable push for a playoff spot with a 
7-2-1 run heading into Thursday night — and then they lost to the 
Blackhawks. Ouch. It’s difficult to believe they can make it with what’s left 
on the roster, but belief in the room can go a long way. At the very least, 
they’re playing for something, unlike the next several teams on the list. 

19. Calgary Flames 

Last Week: 18 

Record: 31-24-14 

Sean rank: 19 

Dom rank: 19 

Technically they’re playing for a playoff spot. Technically. The Flames 
are “playing” for a playoff spot in the sense that they’re 8-8-5 since The 
Pelletier Incident. At the very least, it’s clear they’re not playing for Darryl 
Sutter. 

Darryl Sutter is inarguably one of the – if not the singular – best NHL 
head coaches of the past two decades… and yet @YzermanSZN brings 
up a good point. 

Maybe they still make it — the Flames do have a soft schedule — but 
they’ve dug a pretty big hole that will be difficult to get out of. Their odds 
sat at 17 percent before last night’s game against Vegas. 

20. Washington Capitals 

Last Week: 23 

Record: 33-29-7 

Sean rank: 20 

Dom rank: 21 

They can still hope for a playoff spot, actually. The probability is still in 
the single-digits, but they’ve hung around to grind out 11 out of a possible 
18 points after their six-game skid, and they did enough future-focused 
work at the deadline to check that box. So sure, go ahead and hope for 
something wild to happen. That’d be more fun than picking 14th overall, 
or whatever. 

21. Buffalo Sabres 

Last Week: 21 

Record: 33-28-6 

Sean rank: 21 

Dom rank: 20 
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The Sabres have mostly fallen out of the playoff race and barring a 
miracle will likely be on the outside looking in when all is said and done. 
Still, this season has been nothing but a success for a team few believed 
in. The fact they still even have a shot, as low as it may be, is a 
testament to that. The rest of the season is for the fans who deserve 
something real to cheer for. Maybe it amounts to something and the hope 
of that is enough for a fanbase that has felt hopeless for far too long. 

22. Detroit Red Wings 

Last Week: 22 

Record: 30-28-9 

Sean rank: 23 

Dom rank: 22 

Not good enough for the playoffs. Not bad enough for Connor Bedard. 
The Red Wings simply exist in the ugly middle realm of sadness. The 
rest of their schedule is the equivalent of 4 p.m. on a Friday. Just get it 
over with. 

23. Ottawa Senators 

Last Week: 19 

Record: 33-31-4 

Sean rank: 22 

Dom rank: 23 

This stretch of the schedule was always going to be grim for the 
Senators. Realistically, if they can navigate it without dropping far enough 
into the lottery to send a gift-wrapped, prime pick to Arizona, they’ll have 
done fine. 

24. Vancouver Canucks 

Last Week: 24 

Record: 29-33-5 

Sean rank: 24 

Dom rank: 24 

What are the Canucks playing for? Nothing that makes any sense to 
even the casual hockey fan. The goal is to keep winning in order to 
further satiate ownership belief that this is a competitive team, wrongly 
increasing expectations for next season while decreasing their lottery 
chances this season — all to continue a never-ending cycle of 
mediocrity. Cool! 

25. St. Louis Blues 

Last Week: 25 

Record: 29-33-5 

Sean rank: 25 

Dom rank: 25 

“It’ll be good. He always wants to fight somebody, ya know?” 

That was a mic-d up Marc-Andre Fleury on Wednesday night trying to 
fight Jordan Binnington and it’s the closest the Blues netminder has 
gotten to receiving a years-long wish for a scrap. The Blues aren’t 
playing for anything, but if we’re tuning in at all (unlikely) it’s specifically 
to see someone finally fight Binnington. 

26. Arizona Coyotes 

Last Week: 28 

Record: 26-32-11 

Sean rank: 26 

Dom rank: 26 

Apparently not Connor Bedard, since they just won five of six. 

27. Philadelphia Flyers 

Last Week: 27 

Record: 24-32-11 

Sean rank: 28 

Dom rank: 27 

Connor Bedard — and they’re doing a fantastic job with a 4-12-4 skid in 
their last 20. 

28. Montreal Canadiens 

Last Week: 26 

Record: 27-36-6 

Sean rank: 27 

Dom rank: 28 

Connor Bedard — and they’re making a solid late push into the 
top/bottom five, when the odds really start to get good/bad. 

29. Anaheim Ducks 

Last Week: 29 

Record: 22-36-10 

Sean rank: 29 

Dom rank: 29 

Connor Bedard — and they’ve got a big showdown coming up Friday 
night against the heavyweight Blue Jackets in the tank division. 

30. Chicago Blackhawks 

Last Week: 30 

Record: 24-38-6 

Sean rank: 30 

Dom rank: 30 

Connor Bedard — and they’re absolutely blowing it with back-to-back 
wins, including one against the historically great Bruins. That’s awful tank 
awareness. 

31. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Last Week: 32 

Record: 21-39-7 

Sean rank: 31 

Dom rank: 31 

Connor Bedard — and with a loss to the Kings (and Chicago winning, 
again) the Blue Jackets now have the best odds. It’s not where 
Columbus expected to be at the start, but it would be a helluva reward for 
a lost season. 

32. San Jose Sharks 

Last Week: 31 

Record:19-36-14 

Sean rank: 32 

Dom rank: 32 
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Connor Bedard — and they’re really starting to pour it on losing 12 of 
their last 14. As far as Bedard landing places go, the Sharks have to be 
up there as one of the better landing spots. 
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ESPN / NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, players under most pressure 

 

Ryan S. Clark 

 

Playoff races are getting tighter. So is the race for teams that are 
jockeying for position ahead of the NHL draft lottery. Because this is what 
happens when the NHL is in the midst of its final full month of the 
season. 

Don't forget the players. There are a number of them who are also going 
to be under watch for one reason or another -- either in those playoff 
races or as they approach free agency. That's why for this week's edition 
of NHL Power Rankings, we have identified the players who are under 
the most pressure as the regular season draws to a close. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, analysts, 
reporters and editors rates teams against one another -- taking into 
account game results, injuries and upcoming schedule -- and those 
results are tabulated to produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the most recent edition,  

Published March 10. Points percentages are through Thursday's games. 

1. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 1 

Points percentage: 79.85% 

Next seven days: @ MIN (March 18), @ BUF (March 19), vs. OTT 
(March 21), vs. MTL (March 23) 

Can the whole team be the answer? And that's a serious question. Are 
the Bruins really about to go wire-to-wire and win it all? What they've 
done places them in the discussion to be one of the all-time great 
regular-season teams that can be an all-time great team should it win a 
championship. Of course, there is that caveat about how the past nine 
Presidents' Trophy recipients haven't won the Stanley Cup. The Bruins 
know this because it has happened to them twice since the 2013-14 
season. Plus, we just saw it recently in 2018-19, when the 128-point 
Lightning were eliminated in the first round. Is this the team that becomes 
the next Icarus or does it torch everything and everyone in its path? 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 2 

Points percentage: 72.73% 

Next seven days: @ TOR (March 17), @ PHI (March 18), @ NYR (March 
21), vs. NYR (March 23) 

Jesse Puljujarvi has a rather strong case. The Hurricanes were already 
without Max Pacioretty for the rest of the season and announced earlier 
this week Andrei Svechnikov would also miss the rest of the season with 
a torn ACL. Losing two top-six forwards within months is a serious blow 
to any team, let alone one challenging for the Stanley Cup. It's not to 
suggest Puljujarvi can be the quick fix. But any offensive contributions he 
could provide would be welcomed. 

3. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 4 

Points percentage: 69.85% 

Next seven days: @ FLA (March 18), @ TB (March 19), vs. MIN (March 
21) 

There are a few options here, starting with Timo Meier. The Devils parted 
with quite a bit to get him, with the idea that the pending RFA can help 
them in the interim and possibly in the future. But there's also this 
prospect named Luke Hughes, who potentially gives the Devils another 
puck-moving option the second he leaves the University of Michigan. It 
could also be pending RFA Jesper Bratt, who has a chance for what 
would be his first 30-goal campaign. 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 3 

Points percentage: 66.42% 

Next seven days: vs. CAR (March 17), @ OTT (March 18), @ NYI 
(March 21), @ FLA (March 23) 

Matt Murray's reintroduction into the Leafs' lineup after missing more 
than a month with injury has had a rocky start. He has allowed more than 
four goals per game over his first three outings, two of which were Leafs 
losses. While the Leafs are playing for seeding at this point, Murray 
gaining consistency could be vital to his team's playoff chances. He has 
two Stanley Cups and more than 50 games of postseason experience, 
whereas Ilya Samsonov has one playoff win in eight games. 

5. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 7 

Points percentage: 65.22% 

Next seven days: vs. CBJ (March 19), @ VAN (March 21), @ CGY 
(March 23) 

By scoring four goals and eight points in his first nine games, Ivan 
Barbashev has helped the Golden Knights find a temporary solution to 
the hole left by captain Mark Stone. Losing Stone left the Golden Knights 
without one of the premier two-way forwards in the league. It appears 
Barbashev, a pending UFA, could be the one who bridges that gap. And 
if so, it is going to make his offseason a rather interesting one. 

6. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 8 

Points percentage: 64.49% 

Next seven days: vs. VAN (March 18), vs. CGY (March 20) 

The Pheonix Copley-Joonas Korpisalo tandem has had only six games 
together. But the Kings have won five of those games, with the one loss 
coming in overtime. It might be a small sample size, but it's one that has 
allowed the Kings to enter the Ides of March with seven wins in their past 
10 games and to move within three points of the Golden Knights for the 
conference and division lead. 

7. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 6 

Points percentage: 63.04% 

Next seven days: @ CGY (March 18), vs. SEA (March 21), vs. PIT 
(March 23) 

Prior to Max Domi's arrival, the Stars had six players account for 67% of 
their goals. Domi gives them another top-nine forward who can not only 
score but can also create for others. They're far more prolific than they 
were last season, when they scored the fewest regular-season goals by 
a playoff team. But they also know the value of getting contributions from 
as many sources as possible. 
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8. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 11 

Points percentage: 64.71% 

Next seven days: vs. PIT (March 18), vs. NSH (March 19), vs. CAR 
(March 21), @ CAR (March 23) 

Is it Patrick Kane? Is it Vladimir Tarasenko? Let's go with both. The 
Rangers were already a Stanley Cup contender before adding two top-
six wingers with four titles between them to create the sort of lineup that 
should make them one of the most formidable teams in the entire NHL. 
The Rangers' additions of Kane and Tarasenko amplify the expectation 
the East is going to be a gauntlet for the team that makes it to the 
Stanley Cup Final. 

9. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 5 

Points percentage: 63.77% 

Next seven days: vs. MTL (March 18), vs. NJ (March 19), @ MTL (March 
21), @ OTT (March 23) 

This one has less to do with pressure, and more to do with 
circumstances. What Alex Killorn has done this season reinforces why he 
is important to the Lightning's lineup, and how their ability to draft and 
develop beyond the first round remains a staple of their overall success. 
He's having his strongest offensive campaign and has a chance to set a 
new career high in points. But ... he's also a pending unrestricted free 
agent on a team that is slated to have $2.4 million in cap space ahead of 
next season. 

10. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 10 

Points percentage: 63.24% 

Next seven days: vs. BOS (March 18), vs. WSH (March 19), @ NJ 
(March 21), @ PHI (March 23) 

Some wondered how the Wild would score goals without star forward 
Kirill Kaprizov. They've answered that by averaging 5.67 goals in their 
first three games without him. Even if it is just three games, it's proof the 
Wild are capable of scoring more. If they can remain at anything close to 
that level of proficiency once Kaprizov returns, and possibly add Gustav 
Nyquist too? That could change the expectations for a roster that 
currently has the fewest goals of a Western Conference team in a playoff 
spot. 

11. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 13 

Points percentage: 62.69% 

Next seven days: @ DET (March 18), vs. CHI (March 20), vs. PIT (March 
22) 

Bowen Byram is healthy, and that fact alone is massive considering the 
Avalanche's season has been shaped by injuries. The Avs have seen 
Byram tap into his promise to be a minutes-eating defenseman who can 
facilitate possession and be trusted in a number of areas. What Byram 
does over the final month will play a role in where the Avs are seeded. It 
could also play a part in them repeating as Stanley Cup champs. But as 
for how much it could cost them to retain the pending RFA? That's one of 
the many questions the Avs will need to answer this offseason. 

12. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 12 

Points percentage: 60.87% 

Next seven days: @ SEA (March 18), vs. SJ (March 20), vs. ARI (March 
22) 

Evan Bouchard is quarterbacking the most dangerous power-play unit in 
the league, while also operating as a top-four defenseman. Up until now, 
it hasn't been the season most were expecting given Bouchard is 
averaging 0.40 points, compared to 2021-22 when he averaged 0.53 
points. But it's possible a new role leads to Bouchard finding continuity in 
his game and perhaps impacts his upcoming contract talks as a pending 
RFA. 

13. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 9 

Points percentage: 61.03% 

Next seven days: vs. EDM (March 18), @ DAL (March 21), @ NSH 
(March 23) 

Philipp Grubauer opened March with four straight wins. Even though he 
has lost his past two starts, this has been one of his strongest months in 
an up-and-down season. Grubauer's consistency is crucial, given that the 
Kraken are trying to secure a playoff spot at a time in which goaltending 
is at the forefront. Martin Jones has lost six of his past eight starts while 
Chris Driedger continues to rehabilitate from a torn ACL he sustained last 
season. If Grubauer can offer continuity, it could provide the Kraken with 
the sort of balance that makes the already daunting task of getting into 
the playoffs more manageable. 

14. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 15 

Points percentage: 57.35% 

Next seven days: @ NYR (March 18), vs. OTT (March 20), @ COL 
(March 22), @ DAL (March 23) 

Tristan Jarry's latest performance saw him allow four goals in the first 
period, continuing a tough March. Jarry has a 4.73 goals-against average 
and a .832 save percentage in his first five games this month. In fact, 
he's allowed four goals in four of his past five games. The Penguins have 
still won seven of their past 10, but getting a consistent Jarry will help 
them retain their grip on the first wild-card spot. 

15. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 14 

Points percentage: 57.25% 

Next seven days: @ NSH (March 18), @ STL (March 19), vs. ARI (March 
21), @ ANA (March 23) 

It's not just one player under pressure with the Jets. They've seen 
deadline acquisitions such as Vladislav Namestnikov and Nino 
Niederreiter make instant impacts. But the Jets have also seen 
themselves slip down the standings. As of March 15, they had won three 
of their past 10 games, and occupied the final Western wild-card spot. 
Sure, they could still be in the hunt for one of the three Central Division 
spots. But the surging Predators are within four points of them and have 
played three fewer games. 

16. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 16 

Points percentage: 55.71% 

Next seven days: @ SJ (March 18), vs. TOR (March 21) 

Bo Horvat is the clear answer -- whether or not he scores. The Islanders 
are 23rd in scoring, averaging 2.91 goals per game. It's part of why they 
traded for Horvat, who was on pace for a 50-goal season when he 
arrived. He had three goals and five points in his first five games. But he 
has had only one point -- an assist -- in his past seven games. And even 
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though the Isles have won six of their past 10, they are still trying to hold 
off a handful of teams for the final wild-card spot. 

17. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 19 

Points percentage: 56.82% 

Next seven days: vs. WPG (March 18), @ NYR (March 19), @ BUF 
(March 21), vs. SEA (March 23) 

The Preds are staying in the playoff race with Filip Forsberg on injured 
reserve while Ryan Johansen is out for at least nine more weeks. They 
also traded Tanner Jeannot, Mattias Ekholm, Mikael Granlund and Nino 
Niederreiter. How are they still in the mix? Juuse Saros has developed 
the reputation of being a goalie who can keep teams in games, and he's 
done just that. He'll be critical to their final spot in the standings. 

18. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 21 

Points percentage: 55.15% 

Next seven days: vs. NJ (March 18), @ DET (March 20), @ PHI (March 
21), vs. TOR (March 23) 

Cap complications made it practically impossible for the Panthers to 
make a move at the trade deadline. It's what makes Anthony Duclair 
coming back from offseason surgery in late February so important -- 
Duclair opened with three points in his first six games. His continued 
contributions will aid in their quest to land one of the East's wild cards. 

19. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 18 

Points percentage: 55.07% 

Next seven days: vs. DAL (March 18), @ LA (March 20), @ ANA (March 
21), vs. VGK (March 23) 

This has been Jacob Markstrom's most challenging season with the 
Flames. But what he has done through mid-March is have one of his 
strongest sequences of the campaign. While he's 3-3-1 this month as of 
March 15, Markstrom has a 2.26 GAA and a .925 save percentage. 
That's the best GAA and save percentage he's had during any month this 
season -- he'll continue to be in the spotlight if the Flames' scoring woes 
persist. 

20. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 23 

Points percentage: 52.90% 

Next seven days: vs. STL (March 17), @ MIN (March 19), vs. CBJ 
(March 21), vs. CHI (March 23) 

Figuring out what the Capitals have with Rasmus Sandin is one of the 
club's biggest questions. He opened his tenure with nine points in his first 
six games, while averaging more than 25 minutes of ice time per game 
since being traded from the Maple Leafs. It's possible that Sandin's 
contributions could help the Caps answer another large question about 
their playoff chances, given they are just five points out of the final wild-
card spot. 

21. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 20 

Points percentage: 53.73% 

Next seven days: @ PHI (March 17), vs. BOS (March 19), vs. NSH 
(March 21) 

There may not be one player under the most pressure, but a multitude. 
The Sabres have lost five of their last six games, and each defeat hurts 

their playoff chances. They have games in hand on the teams with which 
they're battling, but they need to start winning some of these "extra" 
games. 

22. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 17 

Points percentage: 51.47% 

Next seven days: vs. TOR (March 18), @ PIT (March 20), @ BOS 
(March 21), vs. TB (March 23) 

The Senators are still in play for a wild-card spot, and one person who 
could help get them there is Mads Sogaard. Injuries are why Sogaard, 
who had only two games of NHL experience prior to this season, was 
thrust into the role of being a No. 1 goaltender. He started 4-0-1 with a 
2.33 GAA and a .922 save percentage, only to lose three of his past four 
starts while allowing more than four goals in each outing. If he can regain 
his earlier consistency, the Senators could stay in the fight for a 
postseason berth until the end. 

23. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 22 

Points percentage: 51.49% 

Next seven days: vs. COL (March 18), vs. FLA (March 20), @ STL 
(March 21), vs. STL (March 23) 

The Red Wings might have too much to overcome to reach the 
postseason after losing seven of their past 10. If so, the focus could be 
on next season and beyond. Does that mean the Red Wings could call 
up defenseman Simon Edvinsson? The No. 6 pick from the 2021 draft 
has spent his first North American season playing in the AHL, where he 
has five goals and 27 assists through 50 games. 

24. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 24 

Points percentage: 47.02% 

Next seven days: @ WSH (March 17), vs. WPG (March 19), vs. DET 
(March 21), @ DET (March 23) 

How do forwards Kasperi Kapanen and Jakub Vrana fit into the Blues' 
plans going forward? Kapanen was claimed off waivers and has scored 
two goals and three points in eight games. As for Vrana, who arrived in a 
trade, he has four goals in his first five games with the Blues. 

25. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 25 

Points percentage: 47.01% 

Next seven days: @ LA (March 18), @ ANA (March 19), vs. VGK (March 
21), vs. SJ (March 23) 

The Canucks are tied for the eighth-fewest points in the NHL and have 
been forced to think about their future. Filip Hronek appears to be part of 
that future. He arrived in a trade that saw the Canucks get a 25-year-old 
top-four defenseman at the expense of parting with the first-round pick 
they received in the Bo Horvat trade. Now it is a matter of seeing how 
Hronek, who is currently injured, can impact a franchise that's aiming for 
what it hopes can be a better future. 

26. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 29 

Points percentage: 45.65% 

Next seven days: vs. CHI (March 18), @ WPG (March 21), @ EDM 
(March 22) 
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Can Matias Maccelli catch Matty Beniers in the rookie points race? Even 
though Maccelli missed several games due to injuries, he sits 11 points 
behind Beniers, while the Ducks' Mason McTavish is between them. 
Maccelli has six points in his past seven games, and the idea he could 
overtake Beniers is not too far-fetched. 

27. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 27 

Points percentage: 43.48% 

Next seven days: @ TB (March 18), vs. TB (March 21), @ BOS (March 
23) 

Denis Gurianov already has four goals and five points in nine games with 
the Canadiens since coming over in a trade with the Stars. It's a contrast 
to the two goals and nine points he had with the Stars over 43 games. 
What happens going forward could get interesting considering that the 
25-year-old Gurianov is a pending RFA. 

28. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 26 

Points percentage: 44.03% 

Next seven days: vs. BUF (March 17), vs. CAR (March 18), vs. FLA 
(March 21), vs. MIN (March 23) 

What becomes of James van Riemsdyk in the offseason? He was rather 
open prior to the trade deadline about how he likes the coaching staff 
and the growth the Flyers have shown this season. Could he remain with 
the Flyers going into next season, or does he sign with a team closer to 
Cup contention? 

29. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 32 

Points percentage: 39.71% 

Next seven days: @ ARI (March 18), @ COL (March 20), @ WSH 
(March 23) 

The trade deadline lends itself to presenting opportunities to players who 
did not get a ton of minutes in one place but stand to get playing time 
elsewhere. Could that be the case for Joey Anderson? He's already 
averaging nearly two full minutes more per game with the Blackhawks 
compared to earlier this season with the Maple Leafs. The extra time has 
contributed to him scoring four points in his first nine games. 

30. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 30 

Points percentage: 39.71% 

Next seven days: vs. CBJ (March 17), vs. VAN (March 19), vs. CGY 
(March 21), vs. WPG (March 23) 

All Troy Terry did this season was reinforce what he did last season, 
when he broke out to amass 67 points. Terry is on pace for another 60-
point season despite missing seven games. So how much is all that 
worth to the Ducks and for how many years, considering Terry is a 
pending RFA who is central to their youth movement? 

31. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 28 

Points percentage: 37.68% 

Next seven days: vs. NYI (March 18), @ EDM (March 20), @ VAN 
(March 23) 

Erik Karlsson's renaissance campaign has led to a number of questions. 
One of them being: Does he break the 100-point mark? He'd be the first 
defenseman to do so since Brian Leetch in 1991-92. Then, there's this 

one: Even though he's on a lottery team, has Karlsson done enough to 
become a three-time Norris Trophy winner? 

32. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 31 

Points percentage: 36.57% 

Next seven days: @ ANA (March 17), @ VGK (March 19), @ WSH 
(March 21) 

Moving on from Joonas Korpisalo opened the door for the Blue Jackets 
to further evaluate what they have with Daniil Tarasov. He's under 
contract for two more seasons after this one and could use the remainder 
of the year to give the Blue Jackets a stronger feel for what a tandem 
featuring Elvis Merzlikins and Tarasov could look like going forward. 
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ESPN / NHL playoff standings update: Connor Bedard lottery reset 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

 

There have been some incredibly busy nights on the NHL schedule 
recently, with many playoff contenders battling it out for those precious 
points. Tonight is not one of those nights. 

Six of the eight teams in action are in draft lottery positions right now, and 
while two of them -- the Buffalo Sabres and Washington Capitals -- can 
almost see a pathway to a wild card if they squint their eyes a certain 
way, the other four have a combined playoff chance percentage of about 
4%. But that just means it's time for another dive into the NHL draft 
lottery projections! 

For those who haven't been paying close attention to draft prospects yet, 
a franchise-altering forward named Connor Bedard is tearing up the WHL 
this season and will be the first name off the board this June. Unlike 
some other leagues, the worst team doesn't automatically get the first 
pick; instead, a weighted lottery occurs, where teams can move up a 
maximum of 10 spots via two draws. In other words, any team that 
finishes 11th or worse has a crack at drafting Bedard, thus accelerating 
its rebuild/retool. 

Tonight's slate features two of the bottom four teams -- the Columbus 
Blue Jackets (49 points, 15 regulation wins in 67 games) and Anaheim 
Ducks (54, 12 in 68) -- squaring off in SoCal. Meanwhile, the 
aforementioned Sabres and Capitals will play the Philadelphia Flyers (59, 
22 in 67) and the St. Louis Blues (63, 21 in 67), respectively. 

There could be movement in the Bedard standings by tomorrow morning, 
and be sure to set your calendar for May 8 at 7 p.m. ET, when the draft 
lottery will be broadcast live on ESPN. 

As we enter the final stretch of the regular season, it's time to check all 
the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for position in the 
2023 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 
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Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Boston Bruins vs. WC2 New York Islanders 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 Pittsburgh Penguins 

M2 New Jersey Devils vs. M3 New York Rangers 

Western Conference 

C1 Dallas Stars vs. WC1 Seattle Kraken 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 Colorado Avalanche 

P1 Vegas Golden Knights vs. WC2 Winnipeg Jets 

P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Edmonton Oilers 

Friday's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All games not on ESPN, TNT or NHL Network 
are available via NHL Power Play, which is included in an ESPN+ 
subscription (local blackout restrictions apply). 

Buffalo Sabres at Philadelphia Flyers, 7 p.m. 

Carolina Hurricanes at Toronto Maple Leafs, 7 p.m. (NHLN) 

St. Louis Blues at Washington Capitals, 7 p.m. 

Columbus Blue Jackets at Anaheim Ducks, 10 p.m. 

Thursday's scoreboard 

Watch "In the Crease" on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Florida Panthers 9, Montreal Canadiens 5 

New York Rangers 4, Pittsburgh Penguins 2 

Tampa Bay Lightning 4, New Jersey Devils 3 (SO) 

Colorado Avalanche 5, Ottawa Senators 4 

Chicago Blackhawks 2, Nashville Predators 1 

Boston Bruins 3, Winnipeg Jets 0 

Edmonton Oilers 4, Dallas Stars 1 

Arizona Coyotes 3, Vancouver Canucks 2 

Calgary Flames 7, Vegas Golden Knights 2 

Los Angeles Kings 4, Columbus Blue Jackets 1 

Seattle Kraken 2, San Jose Sharks 1 (OT) 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

x - Boston Bruins 

Points: 107 

Regulation wins: 44 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 131 

Next game: @ MIN (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 89 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 109 

Next game: vs. CAR (Friday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 88 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 105 

Next game: vs. MTL (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 75 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 90 

Next game: vs. NJ (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 52% 

Tragic number: 25 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 88 

Next game: @ PHI (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 13% 

Tragic number: 24 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 84 
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Next game: vs. TOR (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 2% 

Tragic number: 20 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 85 

Next game: vs. COL (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 2% 

Tragic number: 21 

Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 60 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 71 

Next game: @ TB (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 8 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 96 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 119 

Next game: @ TOR (Friday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New Jersey Devils 

Points: 95 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 115 

Next game: @ FLA (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 88 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 106 

Next game: vs. PIT (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 78 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 94 

Next game: @ NYR (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 70% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 78 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 12 

Points pace: 91 

Next game: @ SJ (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 50% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 87 

Next game: vs. STL (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 12% 

Tragic number: 21 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 72 

Next game: vs. BUF (Friday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 11 

Columbus Blue Jackets 
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Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 60 

Next game: @ ANA (Friday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 1 

Central Division 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 103 

Next game: @ CGY (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 86 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 104 

Next game: vs. BOS (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 103 

Next game: @ DET (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 94 

Next game: @ NSH (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 59% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 75 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 93 

Next game: vs. WPG (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 26% 

Tragic number: 28 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 21 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 77 

Next game: @ WSH (Friday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 14 

Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 75 

Next game: vs. CHI (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 10 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 65 

Next game: @ ARI (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 3 

Pacific Division 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 90 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: P1 
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Games left: 13 

Points pace: 107 

Next game: vs. CBJ (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 89 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 106 

Next game: vs. VAN (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 36 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 100 

Next game: @ SEA (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 98% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Seattle Kraken 

Points: 83 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 100 

Next game: vs. EDM (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 93% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 90 

Next game: vs. DAL (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 26% 

Tragic number: 23 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 77 

Next game: @ LA (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 14 

Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 12 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 65 

Next game: vs. CBJ (Friday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 3 

e - San Jose Sharks 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 14 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 62 

Next game: vs. NYI (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order of the first round, so 
the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 selection. 
As of 2021, a team might move up a maximum of 10 spots if it wins the 
lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 pick. Full 
details on the process can be found here. Sitting No. 1 on the draft board 
for this summer is Connor Bedard, who has been lauded as a 
generational talent. 

1. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 15 

2. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 14 

3. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 12 

4. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 16 
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5. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 22 

6. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 60 

Regulation wins: 18 

7. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 18 

8. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 19 

9. St. Louis Blues 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 21 

10. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 24 

11. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 26 

12. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 25 

13. Washington Capitals 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 25 

14. Nashville Predators 

Points: 75 

Regulation wins: 25 

15. Florida Panthers* 

Points: 75 

Regulation wins: 29 

16. Calgary Flames 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 25 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs right past wrongs in steady, well-managed 
win over Hurricanes 

 

Sonny Sachdeva | @sachdevasonny 

March 17, 2023, 11:43 PM 

 

TORONTO — Rewind to just four days ago, and Sheldon Keefe was 
standing at the podium pointing to what seemed his club’s fatal flaw. 

On a night that saw his Toronto Maple Leafs put themselves in position 
to add an important win to the pile, to build the habits they’ll need to win 
the games that matter most, they stumbled and fell. 

“We were up 2-0 with 10 minutes left in the second period on home ice,” 
Keefe had said of the eventual 4-3 loss to Buffalo, after the Sabres had 
answered that early Toronto lead with four straight goals to steal the 
night. “You have to win that game every time.” 

The blueprint for withstanding such barrages, for avoiding letting games 
flip and overtake them? It comes down to a simple, familiar lesson, Keefe 
had said. 

“You have to play with intelligence and play very smart, and manage the 
game.” 

It’s a message the coach has delivered before. Rewind back even 
further, before the calendar flipped to the new year, and he was 
preaching a similar lesson for his group. 

“You want to be an elite team?” Keefe had said then, after another blown 
lead, another win turned narrow loss. “You need to be elite in managing 
games.” 

Friday night at Scotiabank Arena, with the No. 2-ranked, Presidents 
Trophy-hunting Carolina Hurricanes in town, his Leafs got another 
chance at redemption. 

And this time, they made good on the opportunity. 

For the second straight game, the Maple Leafs found themselves locked 
in something of a post-season preview, a bout in which ice had to be 
earned, where persistence beat out pedigree. 

“Again it kind of had that playoff type of feel, in terms of both teams being 
conscious not to allow too much offence,” said Morgan Rielly of the affair, 
similar to the extra-time nail-biter against Colorado two nights ago. “Tight, 
not a lot of high-end chances, if you look at it.” 

Like they did against Colorado, and Buffalo before that, Toronto drew first 
blood, Mitch Marner and Zach Aston-Reese getting the Leafs on the 
board early. By the time 40 minutes had expired, Keefe’s squad found 
themselves in the same, all-important spot they’d held against Buffalo: 
two-goal lead, a talented team staring them down from the other side of 
the sheet, the task at hand simple. 

Manage the game, close it out, and get the win. 

“We battled the entire time, no matter what happened,” said Aston-Reese 
from the locker room post-game, after his club not only held that lead, but 
added to it, finishing the evening with a 5-2 victory. “Whether it was calls 
we didn’t agree with, to fight through it and get the kill, going down to 10 
forwards — it’s never easy. 

“I think we kept it simple and everybody did their job tonight. There were 
no passengers.” 

Carolina didn’t make it easy on them. Though not as lethal as they 
might’ve been had star forward Andrei Svechnikov not seen his season 
cut short by injury, the Canes still brought plenty, throwing 34 shots at 
Ilya Samsonov and giving the Scotiabank Arena crowd more than a few 
white-knuckle moments as pucks trickled past the crease and flipped off 
the post in the latter half of the game. 

Still, these Leafs managed to see it through to the final buzzer. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 18, 2023 

 

“When they were pressuring us hard, we did our job,” said Mitch Marner. 
“We bent a little bit, but didn’t break. We stayed to our structure. We got 
opportunities often, and when we did, we didn’t miss.” 

The greatest test came midway through the night — around the same 
spot their effort against Buffalo had fallen apart — as Carolina’s Martin 
Necas found space deep in the Leafs’ zone and wired one past 
Samsonov, pulling his side within one. 

This time, Toronto came up with the counterpunch, Aston-Reese burying 
his second of the game to restore the two-goal lead. 

“They had scored, and the game’s in the balance a little bit in terms of 
momentum and all of that, (Sam) Lafferty takes a puck, you see his 
separation speed to get into good ice, Reeser really worked to get to the 
back post, and those guys connected. That’s a big goal for us,” Keefe 
said of his depth forwards’ clutch showing. 

“I thought the guys responded well to them scoring, to the game, to the 
pace of the game,” Rielly added. “Not getting frustrated. Just sticking with 
it.” 

Stuck with it they did, and for their efforts, they move back to the win 
column after two tough games ending in L’s. It wasn’t a perfect effort — 
clad in their green and white St. Pats threads for the St. Patrick’s Day tilt, 
Keefe’s squad still needed a bit of luck to withstand a fair few grade-A 
Carolina chances that happened to bounce just out of reach. And some 
suspect officiating that more than once seemed to tilt the ice against 
them. 

But on this night, Keefe saw his club manage the game as well as they 
could — against one of the most dangerous opponents in the game — 
and come up on the right side of the thing. 

“The penalty kill responded really, really well, whether it was at the start 
of the second period or in the third period — if the penalty kill doesn’t do 
a job, it changes the game significantly. Our power play gets one 
opportunity, and makes good on it,” the coach said. 

“I just thought we played a real smart game against a very good team.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Playoff Push: How much does experience matter 
down the stretch? 

 

Rory Boylen | @RoryBoylen 

March 17, 2023, 4:11 PM 

 

In exactly one month from Friday, the Stanley Cup Playoffs will begin. 
The playoff-bound teams are beginning to narrow, and we have an idea 
of who might face off in Round 1 (we already know the Leafs and 
Lightning will meet again), but there's still plenty of time for the landscape 
to change, or someone to shock us. 

The 82-game NHL schedule is a grind. You might not be able to bring the 
same intensity to a mid-week road game in January as you can summon 
for a home-ice meeting against a rival on Saturday night. Do some teams 
save their energy or at least manage it, for when it matters most? How 
much does experience aid you in your season-long race for the playoffs, 
and especially when we come to crunch time in the last month? 

Any Formula 1 fans out there (and I know we're growing in number in 
North America!) will know that the Red Bull team is the defending 
champion and the one to beat in 2023. Mercedes won eight constructors 
championships in a row until last season and has the all-time winningest 

driver on its roster. Ferrari made gains to return as a challenger last 
season, but also made a ton of mistakes as the team felt pressure it 
hadn't in years. Those three teams are the cream of the crop this season 
and were expected to be a level above everyone else. 

But this year there's a hopeful new challenger in Aston Martin. Quicker 
than expected in testing practises before the season's first race two 
weeks ago, some in that industry wondered if that team could put 
unexpected pressure on any of the three mentioned above. There was 
some excitement before the opening race that a fourth team could be a 
real presence at the top of the grid, and make the season more 
interesting. 

One of Aston Martin's drivers, Fernando Alonso, is new to the team this 
season, but is a veteran on the circuit. The 41-year-old has won two 
drivers' championships in his career and has been a part of multiple 
teams. He knows what it's like to be a middle-of-the-pack team, but also 
what it takes to win, both behind the wheel and between the ears. 

Racing well without any points on the line is nothing like racing for a win. 

"After testing, we were thinking to be in Q3 (final round of race order 
qualifying) with both cars and score as many points as possible in these 
first couple of races and not make mistakes," Alonso said. "It's very easy 
to make mistakes, it's not the same fighting for P12 or P14 as fighting for 
the top five positions because the pressure is different, the adrenaline is 
different, so there are a lot of things that we as a team we have to grow 
together in this process." 

The result in the first race was positive, with Alonso finishing third and 
teammate (and Canadian) Lance Stroll coming in sixth. But what Alonso 
was getting at is that as rosy as the picture seems for Aston Martin, the 
team will have brand new pressures as they shoot up the grid and bumps 
will be inevitable. It will be harder to actually stick with the experienced 
winners all season long -- just having a quicker car isn't automatically 
enough. 

Right about now you're probably asking: How the heck does this connect 
to the NHL? 

Looking at the playoff picture, we've seen hopeful new upstarts fall away 
in the past few weeks. In the East, Detroit was first buried by Ottawa just 
before the trade deadline. Buffalo has stalled this month, with a 2-4-2 
record including a dreadful 10-4 loss on home ice to Dallas. Ottawa, too, 
has now dropped four of its past five and is in the middle of an impossibly 
difficult stretch of playoff-bound opponents. 

It was harder for these newcomers to actually stick around all season, 
and just having improved rosters wasn't automatically enough to finish 
the job and reach the post-season right away. 

Meanwhile, the Pittsburgh Penguins, for all their warts in net and in 
depth, have managed to go 7-3-1 as the greener challengers around 
them have struggled. The New York Islanders are 6-3-1 in their past 10, 
as are the Florida Panthers, a playoff qualifier last year that's trying to 
separate from the bubble teams late in the game. 

On the flip side, are you at all worried about Boston dropping back-to-
back games this week to Chicago and Detroit? Is it a sign there's a crack 
in the armour, or something the veteran team can easily deal with? 

Keep in mind that last season, the Colorado Avalanche finished the 
regular season 1-5-1 and then went on a Stanley Cup run. Their 
opponents in the final, Tampa Bay, had a rough 3-6-0 run through mid-
March but then recovered fully in the final games through April. 

They seemed to know when, and how, to turn it on. 

Experience matters. Knowing how to deal with the inevitable challenges 
and pressures you'll encounter through an 82-game season -- and then 
in the playoffs -- matters. This might not be the year for Ottawa or Buffalo 
or Detroit, but each of them faced meaningful late-season games they 
haven't seen in years. They'll learn from it, grow, and possibly be better 
able to cope and get results next season. 
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It's a process to learn how to win again. 

With that in mind, let's turn to the playoff picture in both the East and 
West, and which games we're watching over the weekend. 

If the playoffs ended today, these would be our Eastern Conference first-
round matchups: 

(A1) Bruins vs. (WC2) Islanders 

(A2) Maple Leafs vs. (A3) Lightning 

(M1) Hurricanes vs. (WC1) Penguins 

(M2) Devils vs. (M3) Rangers 

BIG GAMES TO WATCH THIS WEEKEND 

Carolina at Toronto 

Though neither of these teams can clinch a playoff spot in this game, we 
know both will be playing in the post-season. This game is important for 
seeding, or potential first-round opponent. For Toronto, it is just one point 
ahead of Tampa Bay with two games in hand and so has work to do to 
secure home-ice advantage. Carolina will be a tough opponent, but has 
things to prove. The loss of Andrei Svechnikov takes one of the few 
game-breaking, goal-scoring talents out of the lineup as the Hurricanes 
try to secure first place in the Metro Division. New Jersey is a single point 
behind them (with two more games played). 

New Jersey at Florida 

The Devils are one of those more inexperienced teams that hasn't seen 
much in the way of meaningful games over recent years. They have one 
playoff appearance in the past 10 years, and were eliminated by Tampa 
Bay in five games in 2018. These Devils have solidly emerged from a 
rebuild and look to be a force for years to come. But questions remain 
about how this (largely) undersized team up front will fare through 
tougher post-season hockey, and if the goaltending can hold up. 

For now, the Devils can prove their big-game ability if they chase down 
the Hurricanes for first in the Metro, which would get them an opening-
round date with a wild-card team instead of the New York Rangers. The 
Devils beat Carolina last Sunday, dropped two games to Tampa Bay this 
week, but overall have not slowed. They are 12-4-3 since the All-Star 
break. 

In Florida, the Devils face a desperate opponent trying to hang on to 
playoff contention, with the experience of getting there and winning a 
round just a season ago. So, as much as this game is about the Devils 
and their chase for the Metro Division crown, it's also vitally important for 
the Panthers and their post-season hopes. 

Toronto at Ottawa 

Saturday, 7 p.m. ET/4 p.m. PT (HNIC) 

Ottawa has to stop the bleeding. Losers of four in a row and five of their 
past six, the once-promising Senators hit the weekend eight points back 
of the playoffs. After the Leafs, Ottawa plays Pittsburgh, Boston, Tampa 
Bay and New Jersey next week, so there are no soft touches to take 
advantage of. Every big game is against a big opponent and there are 
only 14 games left. 

Toronto, meantime, would like to create separation between it and the 
Lightning while Sheldon Keefe also continues to play with his line 
combos and defence pairs. You know Ottawa will give the Leafs a run on 
Hockey Night in Canada anyway, but now the stakes are higher, later in 
the season, for both teams than they have been in years. 

Pittsburgh at New York Rangers 

The Rangers seem all but locked into third place in the Metro Division, 
leaving them without home-ice advantage and their first-round opponent 
to be determined by what the Devils or Hurricanes do. But the Penguins 
still have a lot on the line and, somehow, they're finding a way through. 

Although they have won seven of their past 11, the Pens dropped games 
to Montreal and the Rangers already this week. Since the All-Star break, 
Pittsburgh is 10-8-1, 18th in the league by points percentage, and with a 
minus-5 goal differential. The Penguins are seventh-best in expected 
goal percentage rate in that time, but 19th in power-play percentage and 
22nd on the penalty-kill. They are there, finding wins while others are 
finding losses. Can the Pens and their veteran leadership keep afloat 
over the last few weeks? 

If the playoffs ended today, these would be our Western Conference first-
round matchups: 

(P1) Golden Knights vs. (WC2) Jets 

(P2) Kings vs. (P3) Oilers 

(C1) Stars vs. (WC1) Kraken 

(C2) Wild vs. (C3) Avalanche 

BIG GAMES TO WATCH THIS WEEKEND 

Winnipeg at Nashville 

The Predators more or less gave up on their playoff chase this season 
when they became hard sellers at the deadline, while the Jets added 
(though maybe not as much as many would have liked). And yet it's the 
Predators making a playoff charge as the Jets struggle to do much of 
anything, and even benched some of their best players in a game earlier 
this week. 

With the Predators now just four points back of the Jets for the second 
wild-card spot with three games in hand, there are actually two important 
games this weekend for both teams. After they meet each other Saturday 
in Nashville, the Preds will go to New York to face the Rangers Sunday 
as the Jets go on to St. Louis to face the Blues on a back-to-back. 

Dallas at Calgary 

This Saturday night game connects to the Jets-Predators game because 
the Flames sit between Nashville and Winnipeg in the standings. 
Thursday's decisive win over Vegas stopped a three-game skid for 
Calgary, but this is a team that's won two games in a row just twice since 
the All-Star break and hasn't had three in a row since early December. 
After 69 games, the Flames are still behind the Predators by points 
percentage and need to start gaining momentum, fast. 

Edmonton at Seattle 

Mark Spector posed the question this week: if you're the Oilers, who 
would you prefer to play in Round 1? Is finishing third in the Pacific to 
face Los Angeles again or Vegas the better path to success? Or would 
sliding down to the wild card work better, where you may face Dallas or 
Minnesota in Round 1 (though a surging Colorado may best be 
avoided)? Saturday afternoon presents a big game for both the Kraken 
and Oilers in this regard. 

Washington at Minnesota 

This Sunday matinee is a big deal for both teams. First, the Capitals have 
managed to hang around the East's playoff picture despite selling off 
multiple pieces at the deadline. They'll first play St. Louis on Friday, and 
then next week will see Columbus and Chicago at home before travelling 
to Pittsburgh. That Penguins game could have huge meaning, depending 
on how the teams fare in the next seven days. 

The Wild, meantime, haven't lost a game in regulation since Feb. 15, but 
have a surging Colorado Avalanche team hot on their heels. If you have 
to play them in Round 1, you'd much rather have home-ice advantage. Of 
course, you'd much rather avoid the defending champions in Round 1 at 
all, and so while this game is about keeping ahead of the Avs, it's also 
about chasing the No. 1 seed Dallas Stars. The Wild actually have the 
best points percentage in the Central Division. Will that still be true on 
Sunday, after Minnesota plays Boston on Saturday night? 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames' fan favourite Pelletier taking healthy scratch as 
'part of the process' 

 

Eric Francis | @EricFrancis 

March 17, 2023, 2:02 PM 

 

LAS VEGAS – Hours before the Calgary Flames snapped a six-year 
losing skid in Vegas on Thursday, the club almost broke the internet. 

It was there that fans reacted angrily to head coach Darryl Sutter’s 
decision to scratch Jakob Pelletier and Walker Duehr as part of a 
significant shakeup of the lines. 

Not only has Pelletier’s emergence as an NHLer been one of the team’s 
few bright spots in a disappointing season, but there’s plenty of sensitivity 
over his treatment dating back to his six-game stint in the press box after 
his initial call-up. 

The coach’s disrespectful conduct after being asked about the rookie’s 
NHL debut gave the first-rounder even more support in the city. 

However, it’s important to note Pelletier’s reaction Thursday did not 
mirror that of frustrated fans. 

The 22-year-old once again demonstrated a maturity far beyond his 
years by being quick to point out the move could be a good thing. 

“It’s part of the process,” said Pelletier, who has three goals and seven 
points in 22 games. 

“We’re still young guys, so we just have to learn from the mistake you 
made. 

“Lindy (Elias Lindholm) told me yesterday, actually, ‘It’s OK, it happened 
to me in my fourth year also.’ 

“Sometimes you have to take a step back to look at the game from up 
top, and see what you can to improve. 

“Maybe when you come back in, you see the game a different way and it 
can help you.” 

The mistake he was referring to was a missed assignment two nights 
earlier against Arizona that ultimately cost his club the game. 

Abandoning the man-on-man approach the Flames take in overtime, he 
overcommitted on a forecheck at the Coyotes’ blueline, allowing Juuso 
Valimaki to spring free on a two-on-one ultimately finished off by Travis 
Boyd. 

“That was just stupid,” he said of a gaffe that was pointed out by Sutter 
afterward. 

“I feel bad. 

“It was a big point for us, and I felt like the overtime goal was on me. 

“I don’t think that’s why I’m (sitting), because of that play. 

“It’s an accumulation of my last three or four games – I did not play my 
best the last three or four games.” 

Sutter agreed, saying after Thursday’s 7-2 win in Vegas the mistake had 
nothing to do with his decision to leave him out of the lineup. 

“Oh no, not a chance,” said Sutter, who inserted Adam Ruzicka, who 
centered a line between Nick Ritchie and Dillon Dube. 

“I even thought about not playing him in Phoenix. 

“I just think his energy had dropped. 

“Quite honestly, I asked the coaches before the Phoenix game about the 
last two games at home, and you could see he didn’t have the energy. 

“I wanted fresh guys in.” 

As unpopular as the move was, it worked. 

The team pieced together their most crucial win of the season to climb 
within three points of Winnipeg, the lads found their offensive touch, and 
the youngster took the news like a champ. 

As refreshing a story as Pelletier has been, Sutter has also been quick to 
point out it’s not enough for him to simply fit in – he has to produce, given 
his lofty perch in the top six. 

After back-to-back two-point games in late February, he has been held 
off the scoresheet in all seven of his games this month. 

“I wish I could produce every game, but hopefully it’s going to happen 
when I get the nod to go back in again,” said Pelletier, who certainly 
seems to be more and more comfortable in the NHL. 

“When you play with good players – like Lindy and Toff (Tyler Toffoli) and 
Huby (Jonathan Huberdeau), it’s easier to play the game. 

“Every game you get more comfortable and more at ease.” 

Fact is, Sutter has always worried about players, especially youngsters, 
getting too comfortable. 

Thus, Pelletier sat. 

The revamped lines saw Toffoli pick up two goals and four points 
alongside Lindholm and Andrew Mangiapane. All told the trio had seven 
points, with Lindholm ending up plus-5. 

Mikael Backlund scored a timely power-play goal, while also working well 
with Huberdeau and Blake Coleman, who scored twice, including the 
game-winner. 

Nazem Kadri saw just 12 minutes of ice time on the fourth unit, between 
Trevor Lewis and Milan Lucic, while Ritchie and Ruzicka played with 
Dillon Dube, who scored his 18th of the year. 

“Get some guys that are struggling to score moving around,” explained 
Sutter of the moves. 

“Try to find a spot for them.” 

Where that leaves Pelletier Saturday when the Stars roll into town is 
anyone’s guess. 
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Sportsnet.ca / How Connor McDavid separates himself from his peers 
beyond goals, points 

 

Adam Vingan | @AdamVingan 

March 17, 2023, 2:21 PM 

 

'He always demands attention': DeBrusk describes what makes Oilers' 
McDavid so special 

Former NHL player and Sportsnet commentator Louie DeBrusk 
describes what makes Edmonton Oilers forward Connor McDavid such a 
special talent and explains why he demands so much attention from 
opposing teams. 
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Connor McDavid is well on his way to his first Maurice “Rocket” Richard 
Trophy, third Hart Trophy and fifth Art Ross Trophy. Not since Alex 
Ovechkin in 2007-08 has an NHL player won all three awards in the 
same season. (Ovechkin also received the Ted Lindsay Award from his 
fellow players that year, which McDavid is certain to get as well.) 

McDavid’s 131 points are already the most in the salary cap era, and he 
is on pace to be the first player to crack 150 since before he was born, 
when Mario Lemieux had 161 points in 1995-96. 

Simply put, we are witnessing greatness at work. 

“I’ve had some pretty good years before,” McDavid nonchalantly told 
reporters earlier this month. “It doesn’t really feel all that different.” 

The gap between McDavid and his peers is not limited only to goals and 
points. No one comes close to McDavid when it comes to bringing the 
puck into the offensive zone. His 618 carry-ins in all situations are 107 
more than the next closest player, Jack Hughes. He also gets around 
defenders better than anyone, executing 102 more dekes than Kirill 
Kaprizov. 

Those attributes fuel McDavid’s greatest superpower — his ability to 
create offence off the rush. McDavid has scored 25 of his 57 goals in 
such fashion — the most since Sportlogiq began tracking that data in 
2016-17. The previous high was 19, set by McDavid in 2016-17 and 
matched by teammate Leon Draisaitl in 2018-19. 

Because opponents have no choice but to respect McDavid whenever he 
barrels down the ice, it opens lanes for his teammates to attack the net. 
The Oilers have generated 225 scoring chances off of McDavid carry-ins 
— 68 more than anyone else. 

Although overshadowed by his transcendent offensive ability, McDavid 
has made modest gains on the defensive side of the puck. He has been 
on the ice for 0.71 expected goals per 20 minutes at 5-on-5, which places 
him a respectable 133rd out of 483 forwards who have played at least 
100 minutes in that situation. That is an improvement over last season, 
when McDavid was 219th out of 521 qualified forwards with 0.82 on-ice 
XGA per 20. 

Also notable is the fact that McDavid is averaging a career-high 1:19 of 
shorthanded ice time per game. He has had a hand in six of the Oilers' 
league-leading 13 shorthanded goals, using his speed to pressure 
opponents into turnovers. 

“His overall game since he got in the league to now — he’s not just 
scoring. He does everything out there,” Oilers forward Zach Hyman told 
The Athletic. “He’s penalty killing this year, whereas last year he wasn’t 
as much. Now, he’s taken a prime role in that, too. It’s faceoffs. It’s 
everything. He’s driving the bus. He’s doing it every year, and he’s 
getting better at it.” 

Two years ago, McDavid was the unanimous choice for MVP, joining 
Wayne Gretzky (1981-82) as the only players to receive every first-place 
vote for the Hart Trophy, which was first presented in 1923-24. There 
should be no doubt this time, either. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators show fight but can't overcome controversial goal 
in must-win game 

 

Wayne Scanlan 

March 17, 2023, 9:33 AM 

 

OTTAWA — The Ottawa Senators see themselves as a resilient group. 

Sometimes there is only so much a team can overcome in a game. 

Down 4-2 on Thursday against the reigning Stanley Cup champions, the 
Colorado Avalanche, the Sens got burned on one of the strangest non-
calls anyone had seen. 

“One of the weirdest goals there is probably going to be this year,” said 
Senators captain Brady Tkachuk, following this kick-in-the-gut loss that 
Ottawa couldn’t afford to have happen with their thread-thin playoff 
hopes. 

It should have been a simple icing call. Rookie goaltender Mads Sogaard 
had his arm up to signal the icing. But when icing was waved off, 
defenceman Jake Sanderson tucked the puck into the pads of Sogaard, 
who had it and covered it for a second or two. 

Everyone stopped playing. Where’s the whistle? It didn’t come. 

Avs forward Lars Eller, seeing the puck free, jumped in and pushed the 
puck through Sogaard and into the net. 

“Everybody was looking around,” Eller told Colorado reporters. “They 
were waiting for the whistle, but the whistle never came. You don’t just 
quit on the play and then you see what happens.” 

Avalanche's Eller scores bizarre goal after Senators' Sogaard fails to 
freeze puck 

The Senators opted for a coach’s challenge for goaltender interference, 
which did nothing except give Colorado the goal plus a power play for 
delay of game. 

“Our guy in the back said he (Eller) pushed his pad in,” said Senators 
head coach D.J. Smith. “They reviewed it and that’s not what they got.” 

Though that crazy goal came late in the second period and gave the Avs 
a 5-2 lead, the Senators did not quit. If anything, the missed call and 
several other questionable calls and non-calls (including a takedown of 
Claude Giroux) seemed to serve as a rallying cry. Travis Hamonic and 
Tkachuk scored in the third period. With the goalie pulled and on a two-
man advantage in the dying seconds, Alex DeBrincat wired a shot that 
had goal written on it except that Avs goalie Jonas Johansson made the 
save of his life. Game over. 

“The season is on the line, we played hard, gave ourselves a chance at 
the end there,” Giroux said. “It’s frustrating when you play hard and the 
result is not there.” 

Even at the end, the stripes failed. The puck was free above the crease 
with four-plus seconds left, but the refs thought it was frozen and blew 
the whistle. 

Oh, NOW you blow it. 

Smith called the game a “result we don’t deserve." 

“It happens, but we worked hard, we came to play today and to have it 
decided like that — we probably should still be playing (in overtime),” 
Smith said. 

Why are the Senators a solid longshot bet against the Maple Leafs? 

Everyone sought to protect Sogaard, who clearly could have changed the 
outcome by just smothering the puck, completely, until the whistle 
sounded. Some lessons are harder than others, and his teammates have 
his back. 

“We all believe Soagy is so absolutely not at fault,” Tkachuk said. “I feel 
terrible for him. He’s been so key and put in such a shitty situation with 
both goalies (Cam Talbot and Anton Forsberg) going down. 

“He’s our goalie of the future and he’s going to take us to the Stanley 
Cup, take us to that next level. It’s just a shitty situation that he’s in right 
now, with the pressure and being such a young goalie. But we have all 
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the belief in him ... it’s unbelievable how good a player he is... and just 
one of the nicest, genuine, great guys to be around.” 

Tkachuk said the referee on the other side of the net told him he didn’t 
see the goalie cover the puck and so let the play go on. 

As tough a loss as it was, the Senators provided their fans with one of 
the most entertaining games of the year. Power to them, the Senators 
fairly limped back, in some cases literally, from a road trip that pretty 
much put their playoff hopes in a ditch. 

It didn’t stop them from engaging in a compelling game against the 
always energetic Avs, with Nathan MacKinnon and Cale Makar flying 
around. A lit crowd of 19,158 watched the Senators and Avalanche go at 
it for 60 minutes and there weren’t many witnesses lamenting the recent 
road trip. They were all in on this night. 

Fans cheered sarcastically at every routine icing call following the call 
that was missed. 

Everyone was in the moment, up on the latest changes in personnel, 
including deployment. Eyes lit up when Sanderson came out to run the 
first power play unit, even though Thomas Chabot, the usual QB, was 
able to start the game after missing one with a foot injury. 

Sanderson, who played 24:17 to Chabot’s 22:11, helped set up Ottawa’s 
first power-play goal, a tip by Drake Batherson off a Tim Stützle shot. 

The other interesting part of the power play set up — Chabot anchored 
the point alongside Jakob Chychrun , and on their first foray in the first 
period they controlled play and generated several good chances. 

Something to think about in the days ahead. 

Sogaard might have liked a couple of those Colorado goals back, such 
as the high wristers from Makar and Evan Rodriguez that beat him stick 
side. But none more than their fifth goal, the one that left a bad taste in a 
lot of mouths. 

Onward now, as the Maple Leafs visit on Saturday. 

The quality of competition usually brings out the best in this group. Good 
teams Ottawa has defeated this season include: Boston (twice), Toronto, 
Dallas, LA, Toronto, Seattle. 

Perhaps it’s the better part of fear, not wanting to get embarrassed, but 
the Senators have tended to rise up when the level of competition is 
higher. With games at home to the Avs and the Maple Leafs, there isn’t 
time to fret about a western road trip that went south. 

“You’ve got nothing but playoff teams ahead of you, so that’s a good 
thing,” Smith said, prior to the Colorado game. “We’re going to play the 
best and find out where we’re at.” 
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TSN.CA / Leafs feel Rielly is turning a corner 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs held an optional skate at Scotiabank Arena on Friday.  

--- 

Morgan Rielly almost never takes part in an optional morning skate, but 
the longest-serving Leaf hit the ice on Friday morning alongside a 
handful other players. Why?  

"I'm not doing this," Rielly said while smiling and shaking his head. "I'm 
not talking about optional skates."  

"Great question!" exclaimed Mark Giordano, who was chuckling a few 
stalls down.  

Rielly stormed out of the dressing room in mock protest. The 29-year-old 
defenceman returned a minute later.  

"No optional skate questions, please," he said with a grin.  

The Leafs held a mandatory skate on Wednesday morning and Rielly 
scored that night against the Colorado Avalanche. It was only his third 
goal of the season and first since Feb. 11, which snapped a 12-game 
drought. So, perhaps Rielly is a bit superstitious. You can certainly 
understand why he wants to do everything possible to replicate that effort 
against the Avalanche.  

"That can only be a good sign of things to come for him," said coach 
Sheldon Keefe, who points out Rielly struck iron before scoring. "You rip 
one off the bar, it doesn't go your way, but that in itself can feel like, 'Oh, 
okay, I'm involved. I'm engaged. Things are happening.' And then you 
score right after it ... you feel like things are really opening up for you." 

It's been a trying season for Rielly, who's in the first year of a new eight-
year, $60-million contract. He missed time with a knee injury and is the 
only Leafs blueliner on the unhappy side of the plus-minus statistic.  

Perhaps he's feeling more pressure, because of the contract?  

"No, not the contract or anything like that," Rielly insists. "It has nothing to 
do with money. Nothing to do with any of that. It's just, I've been here for 
a while, and I expect a certain standard from myself and all of my 
teammates as well. I think we all hold each other to a very high standard 
but it starts with yourself." 

"He's very honest about his game when I've met with him and chatted 
with him," said Keefe. "Morgan really wants to win and really wants to 
help our team and he knows he plays a big role in that, so he's extremely 
committed to being at his best." 

Rielly witnessed some tough times for the franchise early in his career, 
but now the Leafs are one of the top regular-season teams in the NHL. 
Playoff success, however, has remained elusive and the stakes feel 
incredibly high right now as the core seeks a breakthrough.  

Keefe believes the lack of scoring probably weighs on Rielly because he 
knows the team relies on him for that production. Rielly potted 20 goals 
during the 2018-19 season when he finished fifth in Norris Trophy voting. 
He scored 10 goals a year ago.  

"I don't think I'll ever be satisfied," Rielly said. "After the season, I'll have 
a chance to reflect a little more than I do right now, but you're always 
wanting to get better. There's always things you can do different, and I 
don't think you're ever satisfied to any extent, really." 

Last season, Rielly racked up 68 points in 82 games last season (0.83 
per game). He's registered 33 points in 52 games this season (0.63) 
despite quarterbacking the top power-play unit. However, Keefe doesn't 
see a change in the Vancouver native's approach.  

"I don't think it's fazed him," Keefe said.  

"That's what is enjoyable about the game and about sports and about 
doing what you love," Rielly said. "The challenges, you make them part 
of your experience and those improvements and those things that you 
learn along the way are fun. It's challenging at times, for sure. You go 
through ups and downs, but you learn to embrace it and deal with it and 
keep going ... If you learn to enjoy that and if you're doing what you enjoy 
doing then that's not really a burden. It's a great opportunity to learn and 
grow as a hockey player, as a journalist, as an individual, and I've always 
enjoyed this part of this job."  

'He’s very honest about his game': Is Rielly turning the corner? Morgan 
Rielly looked more like himself in the Maple Leafs' last game against the 
Avalanche, which included his third goal of the season. The defenceman 
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talked about his game this year and why he always holds himself to a 
high standard. 

After stopping 28 of 29 shots on Wednesday, Ilya Samsonov gets the 
start on Friday.  

"He played really well the other night," said Keefe. "He's played very well 
at home. As much as we want to keep both goalies involved, it is 
important to look, at times, to give guys multiple games just because 
that's part of getting in a rhythm." 

Samsonov is 17-2-2 with a .928 save percentage at Scotiabank Arena 
this season. He's 4-0-0 with a .931 save percentage in four career starts 
against the Carolina Hurricanes.  

Matt Murray is scheduled to start against his old team on Saturday in 
Ottawa. The 28-year-old is expected to address the media on Saturday. 
The goalie, who played two seasons for the Senators before a summer 
trade to Toronto, usually doesn't do interviews on the morning of a game.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Samsonov starts against 'Canes; Holl scratched 
Sheldon Keefe says he's giving Ilya Samsonov a little run here as he gets 
another start with the Hurricanes in town. Mark Masters has more on 
tonight's contest that will also see Justin Holl get scratched from 
Toronto's blueline. 

Calle Jarnkrok got an audition beside Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner 
on Toronto's top line on Wednesday night.  

"It felt alright," the Swede said of his one-assist performance. "A lot of fun 
for me to be able to play with those two ... I mean, it's two of the best 
players in the league. It's fun to be a part of a line like that." 

The coach liked what he saw.  

"He did a good job," Keefe said. "He was really moving his feet. He was 
on the puck. He contributed to the goal we scored and moving the puck 
up the ice and kept those guys moving. That's a really important part of 
playing with those guys is that you got to keep the chains moving. You 
got to keep them moving up the ice and keep them fast and get them on 
offence when the puck comes to you. That's what I thought he did really 
well. And he forechecks well and is defensively responsible. He's done a 
real good job for us no matter where we've put him." 

Jarnkrok played 18 minutes and 28 seconds, which was a season high. 
Marner ended up over 29 minutes while Matthews was a shade under 
27.  

"I would've been gassed," Jarnkrok said with a smile, "but those two, they 
seem to never get tired." 

Jarnkrok loving life beside Matthews and Marner; Keefe liked the fit Calle 
Jarnkrok was able to take a couple of shifts with Auston Matthews and 
Mitch Marner as the Maple Leafs continue to experiment with an 11-7 
lineup configuration. Sheldon Keefe admits he liked what he saw when 
the three of them were out together. 

Luke Schenn is all smiles as he prepares for his first home game with the 
Leafs since April 5, 2012.  

"Obviously a lot of excitement," he said. "Just being out there in the 
morning skate, a lot of flashbacks, a lot of memories and just super 
excited to come back here and play in front of this fan base on the home 
side." 

Schenn never made the playoffs during his first four seasons in Toronto, 
but quickly emerged as a fan favourite.  

"Got off to a good start and then there were some ups and downs in my 
time in Toronto, but throughout that the fans have always been 
unbelievable to me," the 33-year-old defenceman said. "It comes with the 
territory of playing here and being in the market. You're not going to feel 

the love all the time, but I can say, in all honesty, the fans were 
unbelievable to me and fair to me." 

Now, Schenn gets an unexpected second act with the franchise that 
drafted him fifth overall in 2008.  

"It's pretty special to come back and be in this dressing room and come 
out through this tunnel and be on this bench," he said. "My career's been 
a rollercoaster for sure and I never thought I'd get an opportunity to come 
back here."  

Schenn will look to harness that positive energy. 

"I don't know which way it's going to go tonight," he said, "but you just 
want to go out there and really enjoy the moment."  

"A guy like Luke Schenn is still playing and has had the type of career 
he's had, because he knows exactly who he is and what he needs to do," 
said Keefe. "I'm not concerned about Luke trying to do too much."  

'This is special': Schenn ready for emotional Toronto homecoming Luke 
Schenn will make his much anticipated home debut 2.0 for the Maple 
Leafs tonight with the Hurricanes in town. The defenceman talks about 
what this return means for him and how special it is to be back in the city. 

Schenn spent last week in Vancouver with his wife, who gave birth to 
their third child last Friday. He admits to feeling a bit guilty about being 
away from home right now.  

Getting traded is never easy, especially during the season. Jake McCabe 
is still waiting for his family to join him in Toronto. His kids need 
passports, which is holding things up. 

"My wife, God bless her, she's been grinding at home and she's sick right 
now, poor thing, but my mom's helping out right now," McCabe said. 
"After this road trip, hopefully will get the family up here. It's been a long 
couple months. We were on the road a lot in Chicago too, so I miss them 
a lot." 

McCabe is averaging 18 minutes and 29 seconds of ice time in seven 
games since being traded to the Leafs from the Chicago Blackhawks on 
Feb. 27.  

"The hockey playing is the easy part of this transition," the 29-year-old 
defenceman said. "It's what I know. It's my job and, frankly, what I'm 
good at so that's what I focus my energy towards. Thank God for 
FaceTime and the help from both our families back home. It's certainly 
tough and finally found myself a house, so just starting to get a little more 
settled here away from the rink." 

McCabe expects to move out of the hotel, where Schenn is also staying, 
once the Leafs return from a four-game trip on March 29.    

'Thank God for FaceTime': McCabe handling transition 'extremely well' 
Jake McCabe says playing has been the easiest part about getting 
traded to the Leafs, it's the off-ice complications that have been tough. 
He says he was finally able to find a house, but his wife is still working on 
their passports to get his family up to Toronto. 

Keefe confirmed that defenceman Justin Holl will be a healthy scratch on 
Friday. It's only the second time this season that Holl has been benched. 
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