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Recap: Aho's Hat Trick, Necas' Late Game Magic Get Canes By Flyers 

Necas scores with 0.3 seconds to go in regulation to tie it, 
Aho nets his third of the night less than a minute into 
overtime to win it 

By Walt Ruff 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. - Martin Necas scored with under a 
second to go in the third period to force overtime, and 
Sebastian Aho earned his third hat trick of the season to give 
the Carolina Hurricanes a wild 5-4 victory over the 
Philadelphia Flyers on Saturday.  

The Story 

Just nine days after these two teams went head-to-head at 
PNC Arena, the two were back at it this afternoon in 
Philadelphia for the second and final time this season. 

Last week in Raleigh it was a 19-save shutout from Pyotr 
Kochetkov that ultimately earned headlines, but Felix 
Sandstrom's 28-save performance kept the Flyers in the 
contest throughout. This afternoon it was Sandstrom going 
up against Frederik Andersen, with both registering 
impressive stops in the opening minutes to prevent their 
teams from going down early. 

However, the big news off the get-go was that Rod 
Brind'Amour and staff elected to shuffle their deck of 
forwards almost entirely for today's affair. With three of their 
four combinations being completely new, it was the first time 
since October 22 that the trio of Jordan Martinook, Jordan 
Staal, and Jesper Fast were not together. 

The new-look offense would pay dividends in the first period 
for the Canes, striking for a pair of goals just 1:59 apart to 
open the game's scoring. 

First, Martin Necas was able to find an unmarked Sebastian 
Aho for his team-leading 28th tally of the season.  

Then, Brady Skjei remained hot, finding twine for a third 
consecutive game. 

Momentum was all in favor of Carolina as the game 
advanced to the second, but the Flyers brought themselves 
back into the fight during the middle frame. Taking two of the 
period's three goals, rookie Tyson Foerster halved the 
Canes' lead to start the trio of tallies. 

For close to 10 minutes the game was contested as a one-
goal tilt, but before Philadelphia could tie it, Aho's second of 
the afternoon re-established the visitors' two-goal lead. 

However, to round out the second frame, Philadelphia 
crawled back within one once again. During an abbreviated 
five-on-three, Noah Cates jammed home a second effort, 
making it a 3-2 contest at the end of 40. 

As it turned out, the quick pair of penalties to Carolina 
sparked a near-game-winning comeback effort for the Flyers. 

Just 3:33 into the third Joel Farabee, like Cates, put home a 
second chance in front of Andersen to tie the contest. Then, 
2:17 later, an attempted playing of the puck by Andersen 
was knocked down by an attacking Flyer and sent in front for 
the go-ahead slam dunk. 

The outlook was grim for Carolina, who entered the day 30-
1-4 when leading after two periods. 

However, with the extra attacker on, a penalty to 
Philadelphia then gave Carolina an offensive zone draw with 
seven seconds on the clock. 

Rod Brind'Amour drew up a play, and it worked. 

With 0.3 seconds remaining in regulation, Martin Necas 
stuffed one home at the side of the net to improbably force 
overtime. 

For the 20th time in 68 games this season, the Canes 
needed three-on-three, tieing Anaheim and Calgary for the 
league lead once again. 

But during the extra session, only 28 seconds was needed. 

Sebastian Aho took Tony DeAngelo one-on-one, and the 
game were over. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour on his team's performance... 

"It wasn't the prettiest of games for us. I thought we had a 
really good start, and then it was the offensive zone penalty 
that leads to a five-on-three. Then they got in the game and 
we had a terrible start to our third. Give Philadelphia credit, 
they played hard all the way, we finally just were able to 
break through there and win it." 

Sebastian Aho also acknowledging that the team did not play 
their best today, but they found a way to earn the win... 

"We found a way to win this game, which was huge. We 
can't play like this every night. We don't give ourselves the 
best chance to win these games. But obviously it's a little bit 
of a confidence builder to get the late goal there and to be 
able to come out as the winner." 

Martin Necas on his game-tying goal... 

"I was just standing there on the back door and somehow the 
puck showed up. I just banged it in. I got kind of lucky but I 
think we deserved it after the last few minutes where we had 
a few chances... I had no idea [whether it went in before the 
clock hit zero], I was just going right to the bench and looking 
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for the monitor. I saw it was a good goal and I was happy 
about that." 

Bonus Notes 

 The Canes move to 45-15-8 with the victory. 

 Tonight was Aho's third hat trick of the season. 

 On the overtime winner, Brent Burns earned an 
assist. That gives him 52 on the season, passing 

Tony DeAngelo for the most points in a single 
season by a Canes defender. 

 With the win the Canes close out a four-game 
season sweep of the Flyers. 

What's Next? 

The Canes will travel back to Raleigh post-game and have 
off on Sunday. They'll then practice Monday before flying to 
New York City for a Tuesday meeting against the Rangers.

 

 

Hurricanes tie game in final second, defeat Flyers in OT 

Aho completes hat trick at 28 seconds after Necas scores 
with 0.3 remaining in regulation 

By Adam Kimelman 

PHILADELPHIA -- Martin Necas scored the tying goal with 
0.3 seconds remaining when the Carolina Hurricanes rallied 
for a 5-4 overtime win against the Philadelphia Flyers on at 
Wells Fargo Center on Saturday. 

Necas tied the game on a 6-on-4 power play in the third 
period with Frederik Andersen pulled for an extra skater, 
knocking a loose puck past Felix Sandstrom before time 
expired. 

"I was just standing on the back door and the puck just -- I 
don't even know -- somehow showed up there and I just 
banged it into the net," Necas said. 

Sebastian Aho then scored on the rush 28 seconds into 
overtime to complete his hat trick, pushing the puck through 
the skates of Flyers defenseman Tony DeAngelo and 
beating Sandstrom for his 30th goal of the season. 

Necas and Brady Skjei each had a goal and an assist for 
Carolina (45-15-8), and Andersen made 29 saves. 

The Hurricanes moved three points ahead of the New Jersey 
Devils for first place in the Metropolitan Division with a game 
in hand. 

"We were sleeping through the game for that third period and 
even the second period, we were just kind of going through 
the motions," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "Can't 
do that in this league. So it was a good lesson. Obviously 
we'll take the two points, we need them at this time of the 
year." 

Brendan Lemieux, Tyson Foerster and Noah Cates each had 
a goal and assist for Philadelphia (25-32-12). Sandstrom 
made 29 saves. 

"A lot of guys battled hard, we battled back, get the lead 
there," Flyers forward Scott Laughton said. "I take a [holding] 
penalty with seven seconds left [in the third], they score, and 
then score first shift of overtime. That's it." 

Aho had gone seven games without a goal before Saturday. 

He gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 14:52 of the first period 
when he scored from the left face-off circle off a setup from 
Necas, then put Carolina ahead 3-1 at 13:55 of the second 
with a goal from the high slot. 

The overtime goal gave him three hat tricks this season. 

"I'm expecting myself to step up," Aho said. "Obviously you 
don't want to go through long droughts. You want to put 
points up every game and help the team win. Last night we 
lost in Toronto (5-2), I got a few good chances and wasn't 
able to cash in so obviously that kind of hurts. You want to 
be able to help the team in that way too." 

The Hurricanes are looking for extra offense without injured 
forwards Andrei Svechnikov (knee) and Max Pacioretty 
(Achilles), each out for the remainder of the season. 

"With the guys that we have out now, it comes more and 
more on your top guys and obviously [Aho is] one of them we 
have left as far as a game-changer," Brind'Amour said. "Him, 
Marty Necas, he came through. So you've got to rely on 
those guys." 

Skjei made it 2-0 at 16:51 of the first when he held in a 
clearing attempt by Flyers forward Wade Allison and beat 
Sandstrom from the top of the left face-off circle. 

Foerster scored his first NHL goal at 4:56 of the second 
period to get the Flyers within 2-1. Morgan Frost slid a pass 
between players to Foerster, who beat Andersen in his fifth 
NHL game. 

"It was a good feeling to score but at the end of the day we 
didn't win the game," Foerster said. "I feel like every game 
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for me has been about learning, gaining confidence. I just 
wish we came out with the win." 

After Aho's second goal, Cates scored on the rebound of a 
Foerster shot for a 5-on-3 power-play goal at 18:18 to make 
it 3-2. 

Farabee tied the game 3-3 at 3:33 of the third period when 
he scored on the rebound of Owen Tippett's shot. It was the 
second straight game with a goal for Farabee after he went 
26 games without one. 

Lemieux put the Flyers ahead 4-3 at 5:50 after Frost blocked 
Andersen's pass attempt from behind the Hurricanes net and 
centered the puck to Lemieux, who scored into an empty net. 

"I thought we played really well, felt we had the game 
controlled," Flyers coach John Tortorella said. 

NOTES: The Hurricanes swept the season series (four 
games) against the Flyers and have won seven straight 
against them. ... Aho's hat trick was his seventh in the NHL, 
tying Blaine Stoughton for third in Hurricanes/Hartford 
Whalers history. The only players with more are Eric Staal 
(13) and Ron Francis (nine). ... Aho reached 30 goals for the 
fourth time, joining Stoughton, Pat Verbeek and Geoff 
Sanderson for the second-most 30-goal seasons in 
Hurricanes/Whalers history. The only player with more is 
Staal (five). ... Necas is the second player to score a tying 
goal in the final second of regulation this season, joining New 
York Rangers defenseman K'Andre Miller, who did so 
against the Dallas Stars on Jan. 12. ... Cates' goal was the 
Flyers' first at 5-on-3 this season. ... Frost and Tippett each 
had two assists.

 

Most exciting current Finland-born NHL player debated 

Aho, Rantanen, Saros among picks by NHL.com staffers to 
help celebrate Hockey Day in Finland 

Hockey Day in Finland takes place this weekend in Tampere, 
Finland, celebrating all things good about the sport and the 
contributions by the country to the NHL game. 

On site in the city, there will be skills competitions and 
training, free skating, hockey activations, and e-gaming. 
Also, on Saturday, the Stanley Cup will be present and an 
alumni showcase will take place, as well as a youth hockey 
tournament. There will also be a viewing party for the 
Colorado Avalanche game against the Detroit Red Wings (1 
p.m. ET; NHLN, SN1, BSDET, ALT, ESPN+, SN NOW). 

There have been 255 Finland-born players who have 
appeared in at least one game in NHL history (regular 
season or playoffs), including 51 this season.  

As we celebrate the first Hockey Day in Finland, a group of 
NHL.com staffers debated who is the most exciting Finnish 
player currently in the NHL. 

Here are their answers in alphabetical order. 

Sebastian Aho, Carolina Hurricanes 

Not only is Aho the most exciting Finnish player in the NHL 
right now, the 25-year-old is also the most underrated. This 
guy does it all for the Hurricanes -- scores goals (27), wins 
face-offs (51.4 percent) and kills penalties. But this question 
is about excitement, and though Aho is certainly not a flashy 
player, he is exciting because any time the puck is on his 
stick, something big could happen. That's a credit to his 
speed and his incredible skating ability. He's also clutch, as 
his seven game-winning goals are second among Finland-
born players to Mikko Rantanen of the Colorado Avalanche 
(nine). He's also scored three short-handed goals, tied with 
Roope Hintz of the Dallas Stars for first among all Finns. Aho 
plays excellent defense and is one of best two-way centers 
in the game. -- Bill Price, Editor-in-Chief    

Aleksander Barkov, Florida Panthers 

OK, I know his numbers are down, 58 points (17 goals, 41 
assists) in 54 games this season compared to 88 points (39 

goals, 49 assists) in 67 games last season. But the forward 
is nevertheless always a scoring threat. He's clutch, leading 
the Panthers with five game-winning goals this season. 
Coming off a knee injury, which kept him out for three 
games, Barkov scored the fastest hat trick to start a game in 
team history (15:22) when Florida defeated the Montreal 
Canadiens 7-2 on Dec. 29. And he's got a great two-way 
game, as evidenced by his winning the Selke Trophy as the 
League's best defensive forward in 2020-21. A key part of 
the Panthers core (he was their No. 2 pick in the 2013 NHL 
Draft), Barkov is trying to get the Panthers into the Stanley 
Cup Playoffs for the fourth consecutive season. -- Tracey 
Myers, staff writer 

Miro Heiskanen, Dallas Stars 

Heiskanen wanted to have bigger role on the offensive side 
of the ice this season, and the 23-year-old defenseman 
hasn't disappointed, having set NHL career-highs in assists 
(47), points (57) and power-play points (25) in his fifth NHL 
season. He's the best Finland-born defenseman in the NHL 
and, outside of forward Jason Robertson and goalie Jake 
Oettinger, might be the most valuable player for the Stars. 
The up-tempo style that coach Peter DeBoer implements 
and the departure of John Klingberg via free agency prior to 
the season have really benefitted him. While he's certainly 
one of the better skaters among NHL defensemen, it's his 
hockey IQ that sets him apart and elevates him to elite-level 
status. Heiskanen doesn't receive enough credit for the way 
he defends, particularly against top players on a nightly 
basis. He's the second-highest scoring defenseman from the 
2017 NHL Draft behind Cale Makar of the Colorado 
Avalanche and leads the Stars in average ice time per game 
(25:32). -- Mike G. Morreale, staff writer 

Patrik Laine, Columbus Blue Jackets 

Is the forward as good as we thought he would be after he 
was selected at No. 2 behind Auston Matthews by the 
Winnipeg Jets in 2016? No. Is he still among the most 
exciting players in the game? Yes. On many nights, Laine 
puts his breathtaking skills together and becomes worth the 
price of admission alone. The 6-foot-5 forward has an 
intoxicating blend of speed and power that puts defensemen 
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on their heels and makes goalies nervous. He has 198 goals 
in 459 NHL regular-season games, second most from his 
draft class behind Matthews (290). His ability to make 
something out of nothing can still bring you out of your seat, 
which is the very definition of exciting. -- Shawn P. Roarke, 
senior director of editorial 

Mikko Rantanen, Colorado Avalanche 

Exciting? I'm going to see all those players and raise you 
Rantanen. The forward has been an under-the-radar Hart 
Trophy candidate as the NHL's MVP this season, carrying 
the reigning Stanley Cup champion Avalanche through the 
slew of injuries that have marred this season. He has 82 
points (45 goals, 37 assists) and, as mentioned, nine game-
winning goals. Rantanen is able to use his size (6-foot-4, 215 
pounds) and strength to his advantage, adding to the other 
dynamic parts of his game, the skating and vision and 
smarts. He's a true power forward playing on a team that can 
score an opponent out of the building. And while he still 
might not get the credit of some of his teammates do (Makar 
and Nathan MacKinnon come to mind), he's absolutely a guy 
that you want to keep your eye on when you're watching the 
Avalanche. -- Amalie Benjamin, staff writer 

Back in 2016, during an informal conversation with Sidney 
Crosby in Pittsburgh about his buddy and fellow Cole 
Harbour, Nova Scotia, native MacKinnon, the Penguins 
captain was more interested in another Avalanche forward. 
"That Rantanen kid has really impressed me," Crosby said. 
"He's one heck of a player. It's not going to take long for 
everyone to see that." Consider us convinced. More 
importantly, consider his native Finland convinced. During 
the opener of the two-game Global Series between the 

Avalanche and Blue Jackets in Tampere, Finland, on Nov. 4, 
Rantanen, playing his first regular-season NHL game in his 
native country, had a hat trick in a 6-3 Colorado victory. As 
he celebrated his third goal, the capacity crowd of 12,882 at 
Nokia Arena began singing his name … "Mikko Rantanen, 
Mikko Rantanen!" "Gave me a few chills," he said after the 
game, his eyes welling up. It seems Crosby and the Finnish 
fans are sold on the excitement Rantanen brings to the table, 
so who am I to argue with them? -- Mike Zeisberger, staff 
writer 

Juuse Saros, Nashville Predators 

Following in the footsteps of fellow Finland native Pekka 
Rinne with the Predators, Saros has established himself as 
one of the best goalies in the NHL the past three seasons. 
But Saros does it differently than Rinne, who retired in 2021, 
and most goalies in the League. Saros (5-11, 180) is not the 
typical big goalie who relies heavily on his size and 
technique. The 27-year-old makes up for his lack of size with 
his athleticism and ability to scramble into position to stop 
shots, which often results in highlight-reel saves. That style 
can frustrate opponents and works well for Saros, who was a 
finalist for the Vezina Trophy as the NHL's top goaltender 
when he was 38-25-3 with a 2.64 goals-against average, 
.918 save percentage and four shutouts to help Nashville 
qualify for the Stanley Cup Playoffs last season. This 
season, Saros was selected to represent the Predators at 
the 2023 Honda NHL All-Star Game and has them 
contending for a playoff berth again despite being sellers 
before the NHL Trade Deadline on March 3. In 51 games this 
season, he is 26-19-6 with a 2.73 GAA, .917 save 
percentage and one shutout. -- Tom Gulitti, staff writer
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Aho’s hat trick lifts Hurricanes past Flyers 5-4 in OT 

By Aaron Bracy 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Sebastian Aho had a hat trick, 
including the winning goal 28 seconds into overtime after 
Martin Necas tied it with 0.3 seconds left in regulation, and 
the Carolina Hurricanes rallied to beat the Philadelphia 
Flyers 5-4 on Saturday. 

Brady Skjei also scored for the Hurricanes, and Frederick 
Andersen had 29 saves. Carolina held onto its lead in the 
Metropolitan Division after entering a point ahead of second-
place New Jersey. 

“We finally woke up,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“We were sleeping through the game for that third period and 
even the second period. We were just kind of going through 
the motions. Can’t do that in this league. So it was a good 
lesson.” 

Tyson Foerster, Noah Cates and Brendan Lemieux each had 
a goal and an assist for the Flyers, and Joel Farabee also 
scored. Owen Tippett and Morgan Frost each had two 
assists for Philadelphia, which has dropped 11 of 15. The 
Flyers began play with the sixth-fewest points in the NHL. 
Felix Sandstrom finished with 29 saves. 

“I thought we played really well,” Flyers coach John 
Tortorella said. “I thought we had the game controlled. I don’t 
know how to evaluate it right now.” 

It looked like Philadelphia was headed to just its fifth winning 
streak of the season before Necas’ power-play tally. The 
Hurricanes went on the man-advantage with 7 seconds left in 
regulation when Scott Laughton was whistled for holding. 

After Carolina won the draw, Shayne Gostisbehere fired a 
slap shot that was stopped by goalie Felix Sandstrom with a 
stellar left pad save. But the puck caromed toward the other 
side of the net, where a wide-open Necas fired it home.  

“I was just standing on the back door and the puck just, I 
don’t even know, somehow showed up there and I just 
banged it into the net,” he said.  

The Hurricanes celebrated wildly and then again when 
officials confirmed that the goal beat the end-of-game 
buzzer. 

“The goalie made an unbelievable save, so you think the 
game’s over,” Brind’Amour said. “And then, you know, we 
got a lucky break there. I’ll take it.” 

Aho didn’t waste much time to end the contest, deking past 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo before beating Sandstrom with 
his 30th goal of the season. Aho had been held without a 
point in seven straight games before recording his third 
career three-goal effort.  

“I was able to gather a lot of speed and there was an 
offensive gap there so I just went for it,” Aho said. “You don’t 
really think about it too much when you’re out there. Just try 
to play with your instincts, and it worked this time.” 

After Farabee tied it at 3-all 3:33 into the final period, 
Lemieux put the Flyers on top at 5:50. Frost made the play 
by blocking Andersen’s clearing attempt from behind the net, 
corralling the puck and sending it to Lemieux, who scored 
into a wide-open net with Andersen trying to recover. 

Aho notched his second of the night with 6:05 left in the 
second on a wrist shot from the slot past Sandstrom’s glove. 
He opened the scoring with 5:08 left in the first on a wrist 
shot from close range that beat the goalie on the glove side. 

NOTES: Carolina played its third game without third-leading 
scorer Andrei Svechnikov, who is out for the season with a 
knee injury. ... Philadelphia played the third contest of a 
seven-game homestand. ... Carolina swept the four-game 
season series against the Flyers, winning each game by one 
goal. ... The Hurricanes are 21-7-6 on the road while the 
Flyers dropped to 13-17-4 at home. ... Philadelphia is 2-11 in 
the second game of a back-to-back this season. 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: At the New York Rangers on Tuesday night. 

Flyers: Host Florida on Tuesday night.
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Aho’s hat trick rescues Canes from depths of defeat in 5-4 overtime win over Flyers  

By Aidan Carlson 

A roller-coaster of a game full of ups and downs occurred 
when the Carolina Hurricanes traveled to the Wells Fargo 
Center to take on the Philadelphia Flyers on Saturday, March 
18. 

In classic March Madness fashion, the Canes (45-15-8) 
stunned the Flyers (25-32-12) thanks to a buzzer-beating 
goal by center Martin Necas to tie the game at the end of 
regulation and center Sebastion Aho’s goal to put the game 
away just 28 seconds into overtime. 

The Hurricanes came into this game on a bit of a cold streak. 
The night before, they lost to the Toronto Maple Leafs 5-2. 
Head coach Rod Brind’Amour saw this loss as an 
opportunity to mix up the top three forward lines from their 
usual rotation.  

 The line change gave a boost to the struggling offense and 
especially to Aho, who recorded the seventh hat trick of his 
career tonight after not scoring in the past seven games.  

After a dominant first period, Aho was the one who got the 
Canes on the board first thanks to a great pass from Necas. 
In the second period, he answered the bell again with his 
second goal of the game to give the Canes a 3-1 lead 
against a Flyers team who has not won a game after being 
down two goals all year. 

Once the third period concluded, which is where the game 
got flipped on its head multiple times, the Aho took the game 
into his own hands by whipping the puck through Flyers 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo’s legs, off the back bar and into 
the goal.  

It wasn’t the first time Aho deked DeAngelo right out of his 
skates as he’d pulled a similar move back in the 2020 
Stanley Cup Playoffs to lead the Hurricanes in a series 
sweep against the Rangers. 

Despite the five-goal scorecard and Aho’s hat trick, it was not 
smooth sailing for the Hurricanes for most of the contest. 
After Aho’s first two goals and defenseman Brady Skjei’s 
goal near the tail end of the first period — which marked his 
third goal in the last three games — Carolina’s offensive 
production came to a grinding halt.  

Once the Canes went up 3-1, the Flyers came alive again to 
score three goals in a row and earn a 4-3 lead with 14 
minutes left to play in the third. Flyers right wing Tyson 
Foerster led the offensive charge and looked to put the game 
out of reach for a Canes team who needed the win to hang 
on to first place in the Metropolitan Division. 

After goalie Frederik Andersen had been pulled and 
Carolina’s hopes seemed to be dashed, Necas was able to 
score on a puck that squeaked through the Flyers’ crease 
with just 0.3 seconds left to get his second and most 
important point of the game.  

The line mix-up from Brind’Amour showed exactly where the 
strengths and weaknesses of this Carolina team are: in the 
forecheck. In the first period playing on the new lines, the 
Canes looked determined to forecheck and stick to the 
system that Brind’Amour had designed for them to play. But 
after a while, they let their foot off the gas and let the Flyers 
back into the game, a bad habit that has plagued the 
Hurricanes all year long.  

Many of Carolina’s goals and opportunities come from the 
Canes committing to a physical forecheck, not from no-look 
backward passes. This forecheck creates opportunities for 
their defenseman to score, and Carolina’s defensemen have 
racked up more goals than any other team in the NHL. If the 
Hurricanes can finish out the regular season establishing a 
forecheck and dealing more hits than they are taking, they 
will sit atop the Metropolitan division.  

The Canes will look to ride the momentum from this game 
when they take on the New York Rangers on Tuesday, 
March 21 in Madison Square Garden at 7 p.m.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 19, 2023 

 

 

 

Wolves Downed by Moose 6-1 

ROSEMONT, Ill.—The Chicago Wolves returned to home ice 
as they continued their stretch of three games in three days 
with a matchup against the Manitoba Moose on Saturday 
night at Allstate Arena. 

Josh Melnick’s goal was all the offense the Wolves could 
muster as they fell to the Moose 6-1 in the sixth meeting 
between the teams this season. Six different Manitoba 
players scored in handing the defending Calder Cup 
champion Wolves just their sixth loss in their last 17 games. 

Manitoba struck early on a goal by Alex Limoges just 14 
seconds into the game and Greg Meireles’ score a short time 
later made it 2-0. 

The Moose kept coming and extended their lead to three 
goals when Cole Maier found the back of the net midway 
through the opening period. After Jansen Harkins made it 4-0 
later in the period, the Wolves changed goaltenders as 
Zachary Sawchenko replaced Jacob Kucharski, who was 
making his professional debut. 

In the second, the Wolves got on the board on Melnick’s 13th 
goal of the season. The forward pounced on a rebound of a 

Neil Shea shot and banged it past Moose goaltender Arvid 
Holm. Shea and Cavan Fitzgerald were awarded assists on 
the score. 

Manitoba answered with a power-play goal by Jeff Malott to 
take a 5-1 lead into the second intermission. 

In the waning seconds of the third, Dominic Toninato capped 
the scoring for the Moose. 

Kucharski (four saves) suffered the loss in goal for the 
Wolves while Holm (33 saves) earned the win for the Moose. 

The Wolves dropped to 26-27-3-2 on the season and 
Manitoba improved to 32-19-5-3. 

Up next: The Wolves host the Moose on Sunday at Allstate 
Arena. (3 p.m.; My50 Chicago, AHLTV). The Wolves will be 
wearing commemorative St. Patrick’s Day jerseys that will 
then be auctioned for charity. Also, it is Family Sunday. 

For information on Wolves ticket plans for the 2022-23 
season — everything from single-game tickets to Flex Packs 
to group outings — visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES.

 

 

  

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-ahos-hat-trick-necas-late-game-magic-get-canes-by-flyers/c-342395976 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-philadelphia-flyers-game-recap/c-342179732 
https://www.nhl.com/news/best-current-finland-born-nhl-player-debated/c-342310552 

https://apnews.com/article/hurricanes-flyers-aho-0d1ed3492c943d077973e81d1be47f37 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/aho-s-hat-trick-rescues-canes-from-depths-of-defeat-in-5-4-overtime-win/article_ea6200d8-c606-11ed-

ae8c-2fd3fa8b7212.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2023/03/18/wolves-downed-by-moose-6-1/ 
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Panarin, Shesterkin lead Rangers to 6-0 rout of Penguins 

 

Allan Kreda4-5 minutes 3/18/2023 

 

Mika Zibanejad had a goal and two assists, Artemi Panarin scored twice 
and Igor Shesterkin made 34 saves as the New York Rangers routed 
Pittsburgh 6-0 on Saturday night for their second win over the Penguins 
in three days. 

Vladimir Tarasenko, Chris Kreider and Jacob Trouba also scored for the 
surging Rangers, who have won nine of their last 11 home games and 
are 12-4-0 in their past 16 at Madison Square Garden. 

Shesterkin won his fifth straight and posted his second shutout this 
season. He nimbly denied Pittsburgh forward Mikael Granland with a 
sprawling save five minutes into the third period to preserve the shutout, 
the 10th of his career. 

The Penguins lost their third straight and trail the Rangers by 12 points 
for third place in the Metropolitan Division. 

Patrick Kane and defenseman K’Andre Miller also had two assists apiece 
as New York improved to 7-1-1 in its last nine home games against 
Pittsburgh. The Rangers are five points behind the second-place New 
Jersey Devils, who lost at Florida on Saturday. 

Since Dec. 5, when they turned around their season with a 6-4 comeback 
win at home over St. Louis, the Rangers are 29-9-5. 

As he did on Thursday when the Rangers beat the Penguins 4-2, 
Zibanejad opened the scoring. He got his team-leading 36th goal at 5:10 
of the first, beating Penguins goaltender Tristan Jarry. Trouba and Miller 
assisted. 

Panarin made it 2-0 at 19:49 on the power play, whipping the puck past 
Jarry from the left circle off a pass from Adam Fox. 

Tarasenko increased the lead at 3:54 of the second with his fifth goal 
since joining the Rangers in a trade with St. Louis on Feb. 9. Tarasenko 
has points in 10 of his first 18 games with the Rangers. 

Kreider made it 4-0 at 6:43 with his 31st goal and third in two games 
against the Penguins. Kane and Vincent Trocheck assisted on Kreider’s 
260th career goal, which moved the Rangers forward within two of Vic 
Hadfield for fifth place on the franchise list. 

New York won Thursday when Kreider scored the go-ahead goal in the 
third and added an empty-netter. 

After Casey DeSmith replaced Jarry in net following Kreider’s goal, 
Trouba beat the replacement netminder with a sharp-angle shot at 8:39 
for his eighth to increase the margin to 5-0. Trouba has points in six of 
his last eight games. 

Panarin scored again at 16:38 of the second — his 22nd goal of the 
season — to make it 6-0, with assists to Kane and Filip Chytil. 

Panarin has points in eight of his last 10 games and leads the Rangers 
with 77 points overall, while Kane has seven points in his last six games. 

Zibanejad assisted on goals by Tarasenko and Trouba and has 25 points 
— including 14 goals — over his last 20 games. 

NOTES: The Penguins were missing defenseman Jeff Petry after he was 
hit with an unpenalized elbow from Rangers forward Tyler Motte on 
Thursday. … Pittsburgh also scratched defenseman Jan Rutta and 
forward Dalton Heinen and played defenseman Mark Friedman for the 
first time since Feb. 11. … The Rangers were without injured 
defenseman Ryan Lindgren for the 10th straight game. 

Penguins: Host the Ottawa Senators on Monday. 

Rangers: Host the Nashville Predators on Sunday night. 
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Igor Shesterkin, with latest shutout, looks like Vezina winner again 

 

Mollie Walker3-3 minutes 3/19/2023 

 

With 33 saves in the Rangers’ 6-0 thrashing of the Penguins on Saturday 
night at Madison Square Garden, goalie Igor Shesterkin recorded his 
second shutout of the season and his first since Nov. 1. 

The victory, Shesterkin’s 32nd win of the season and his fifth in a row, 
also was the 10th time he has blanked a team in his four-year NHL 
career. 

“It means a lot to me, of course,” Shesterkin said. “I’m so happy right 
now.” 

Even though his workload seemed to dwindle as the game went on, 
Shesterkin was sharp from start to finish. 

He made back-to-back saves on the Penguins’ Rickard Rackell and Jake 
Guentzel in the first period before he denied Drew O’Connor from the slot 
at the end of the second. 

Shesterkin only had to make eight saves in the final 20 minutes, but he 
didn’t give the Penguins much space to work with. 

The last handful of games have been some of Shesterkin’s best 
performances of the season. 

He has finished with a save percentage above .900 in each of the last 
four games, as well as in six of the last eight contests. 

Stopping 146 of the 155 shots he has faced in the last five games, 
Shesterkin has shown shades of his Vezina Trophy-winning performance 
from last season. 

“He’s been in a pretty good rhythm in the last two weeks or roughly three 
weeks,” head coach Gerard Gallant said after the win, which improved 
the Rangers to 40-19-10. “He’s played really well. [Jaroslav] Halak is 
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going to go [Sunday night against the Predators], obviously. He’s played 
real well, too. 

“Goaltending is a big part of it going down the stretch here. Keep playing 
well and keep trying to win hockey games.” 

After backstopping the Rangers to a 5-3 win over the Capitals earlier this 
week, Shesterkin became just the second goaltender to reach the 30-win 
mark this season. 

Shesterkin was also the first Rangers goaltender to record consecutive 
30-win seasons since Henrik Lundqvist did it four seasons in a row from 
2013-14 to 2016-17. 

Ryan Lindgren (shoulder injury) was sidelined for the 10th straight game. 

After squaring off with the Predators on Sunday night, the Rangers will 
have the day off on Monday before they return to game action on 
Tuesday against the Hurricanes at the Garden. 
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Rangers put on offensive show in dominant win over Penguins 

 

Mollie Walker4-5 minutes 3/18/2023 

 

The Rangers showed Evgeni Malkin and the Penguins just how 
dangerous they can be. 

Caution tape should’ve lined the Rangers bench Saturday night at 
Madison Square Garden, where the home team rolled over the Penguins 
in a 6-0 win that not only inflated their lead on Pittsburgh to 12 points, but 
also pulled them within just five points of the Devils in the Metropolitan 
Division standings. 

Every Rangers unit that jumped over the boards and onto the ice 
could’ve come with its own warning label: 

Danger: capable of dominating games. 

That included both power-play units, which went 1-for-4 on the night, and 
the penalty kill, which was a perfect 5-for-5. 

And the same could be said for goalie Igor Shesterkin, who recorded his 
first shutout in more than four months and has been dialed in for a 
handful of games now. 

The Rangers are finally putting it all together. They even ran Pittsburgh’s 
starting netminder, Tristan Jarry, off the ice less than halfway through the 
second period. 

“Two weeks ago we weren’t overconfident, we weren’t playing well and 
things weren’t going good,” head coach Gerard Gallant said after the win, 
the Rangers’ third in a row and the fifth in their last six games. “It 
changes that quick. I think the chemistry is coming together. Sometimes 
it takes longer than you want as a coach, but overall, the last six or seven 
games have been real good.” 

The Penguins have seen the Rangers at every stage of their evolution 
this season. 

From the Rangers team of Dec. 20, which hadn’t yet been bolstered by 
the highlight additions of Patrick Kane and Vladimir Tarasenko, to the 
work-in-progress Blueshirts that lost in overtime in Pittsburgh on March 
12, the Penguins experienced a club that brought in a lot of big names, 
but generated so little chemistry. 

The Rangers that took the ice against the Penguins on Thursday and 
Saturday at the Garden, however, have started to come into their own. 

Pittsburgh was ultimately collateral damage in the Rangers’ pursuit of 
getting their star-studded lineup to jell — and Saturday was the most 
convincing of their performances thus far. 

“You win 6-0, I think that says a lot of good things,” said Patrick Kane, 
who notched two assists. “Igor maybe hid some of our mistakes a little 
bit, but it was a good team effort.” 

Their loaded top six was particularly stellar in this victory, totaling four 
five-on-five goals. Artemi Panarin, who also scored on the power play, 
Mika Zibanejad, Chris Kreider and Tarasenko all landed on the score 
sheet. 

Rangers captain Jacob Trouba also chipped in his third goal in the last 
six games off a sharp-angled shot. 

Zibanejad, who finished with a goal and two assists, opened the scoring 
for the Rangers for the third straight game. 

Flipping a backhanded shot past Jarry, Zibanejad gave the Rangers a 1-
0 lead just over five minutes into the contest. 

It was the Swedish center’s 10th opening goal of the season, which is 
tied with the Red Wings’ Dylan Larkin and the Avalanche’s Mikko 
Rantanen for the most in the NHL. 

The Rangers’ magnificent lineup on paper is starting to leap off the page 
and onto the ice. 

It was only a matter of time. 

Most importantly, it’s at the right time. 
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Rangers found foolproof way to kill penalties in win over Penguins 

 

Andrew Crane3-4 minutes 3/18/2023 

 

As the clock reached the nine-minute mark of the third period Thursday 
night, Chris Kreider couldn’t stop thinking about penalties. 

Specifically, the Rangers’ lack of penalties as they battled the Penguins. 

The forward didn’t want to mention anything to his teammates at that 
point (“That’s usually when you take one,” he joked after the game), but 
the Rangers eventually got through the entire 60 minutes of the 4-2 
victory without committing a penalty, the first time they had done that in a 
game since Jan. 24, 2021, also against the Penguins. 

The secret to accomplishing something that the Rangers have only done 
seven times across the past decade isn’t complicated, though. 

“The best way to kill penalties is not take any,” Kreider said. 

The Rangers have logged the sixth-fewest penalty minutes among NHL 
teams, with 522 this season, and their penalty kill has operated at a 79.7 
percent clip, which is 16th in the league. 

But Thursday was still a performance the Rangers needed, especially 
against the Penguins, who have the NHL’s No. 14 power play (21.9 
percent) and had scored four power-play goals in seven previous 
opportunities against them this season. 

Part of the improvement stemmed from playing more disciplined, 
defenseman Adam Fox said, but the Rangers also controlled the puck 
and weren’t “chasing in the D-zone” as much. 

Rangers head coach Gerard Gallant attributed the penalty-free game to, 
in part, the referees doing an “excellent job,” but he added that he didn’t 
witness uncalled penalties from the bench, either. 
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The next step will be attempting to replicate that performance. 

“That’s a really good thing to see, especially against a team that’s got 
great special teams — especially after how last game went with what [the 
Penguins] were able to do on the power play,” Kreider said. 

In an unusual regular-season scheduling twist, the Rangers will host the 
Penguins again Saturday for their second meeting in three days. The 
teams also played at Pittsburgh last Sunday. 

Pittsburgh head coach Mike Sullivan said that it reminds him of the 
“COVID-protocol schedule,” when teams would travel and play 
opponents in “two-game, mini series” — something that happened four 
times between the Rangers and Penguins in 2020-21. 

The games have playoff implications for both of the Metropolitan Division 
rivals. 

The Rangers (88) have 10 more points than the Penguins (78) in the 
divisional standings, but Pittsburgh is tied with the Islanders — and three 
points ahead of the Panthers, with a cluster of other teams nearby — for 
the Eastern Conference’s first wild-card spot. 

“These games are so important,” Sullivan said Friday following his team’s 
practice at Chelsea Piers. “They’re divisional games. We’re fighting for a 
playoff spot. They’re important games. It is unique in the sense that it 
doesn’t happen very often in today’s schedule or this season’s schedule.” 
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Postgame takeaways: Everything is falling into place for the NY Rangers 

 

VINCENT Z. MERCOGLIANO    

6 hours ago 

 

NEW YORK - It's hard to imagine the Rangers having a better week. 

Oh, and they still have one more game to play. 

They've won each of their last three games convincingly, none more so 
than Saturday's 6-0 throttling of the Pittsburgh Penguins at Madison 
Square Garden. 

"We played wonderfully today," goalie Igor Shesterkin said. 

It's hard to imagine the Pens closing what has grown to a 12-point gap in 
the Metro Division standings, essentially assuring that the Rangers (40-
19-10) will finish no worse than third place. They can now set their sights 
on the New Jersey Devils, who are nursing a five-point lead for second 
place and could very well be the Blueshirts' first-round opponent. 

No one will want to see these red-hot Rangers in the playoffs if they 
continue this upward trajectory. Their collection of talent is up there with 
any team in the NHL, and now they're getting the results to match it. 

"We keep talking about playing the right way in here, and if we do that, it 
seems like we have a lot of talent, a lot of ability to be able to make the 
plays when we get those chances," Patrick Kane said. "So, just stick with 
it. I mean, we're building chemistry. I know a lot of guys have been here a 
long time, but there's still some new players here that are getting 
accustomed to everything, so it seems like we're just building every day, 
every game." 

'This is Igor' 

The top line of Artemi Panarin, Mika Zibanejad and Vladimir Tarasenko is 
thriving, with each of those three scoring and registering at least two 
points Saturday. Chris Kreider continued his recent surge with another 

goal, Kane produced his second consecutive multi-point game and Jacob 
Trouba has looked like a resurgent force. 

To top it all off, Shesterkin has rediscovered his top form (or at least 
close to it). The reigning Vezina Trophy winner made 34 saves for his 
second shutout of the season and fifth straight win. 

"It means a lot for me, of course," the goalie said of the shutout. "I just 
tried to work hard. If you work hard, good things happen." 

Shesterkin faced a steady stream of shots, including six high-danger 
scoring chances against in each period, according to Natural Stat Trick. 

Whether it was early opportunities from Rickard Rakell and Jake 
Guentzel, a second-period breakaway stop on Drew O'Connor or a 
lunging scorpion save on Mikael Granlund, the 27-year-old was 
consistently brilliant. 

"This is Igor," Zibanejad said. "It’s not just the amount of saves, it’s the 
key saves at key times. It’s obviously huge for us." 

Despite all of the star power in front of him, Shesterkin remains the 
Rangers' most important player. 

He's had lapses in confidence and play throughout this uneven season, 
but none of that will matter if he carries this current level into the playoffs. 

"He's in a really good spot lately, for sure," head coach Gerard Gallant 
said. "And our team is in a good spot. So, it’s good timing, but again, 
there's still 13 (games) left. We’ve got to make sure we're working hard 
and all buying in at the same time and playing hard and doing the right 
things." 

Avoiding overconfidence 

You may want to knock on wood before reading this, but everything 
seems to be falling into place at the right time. And just think: The 
Rangers are still going to add top-pair defenseman Ryan Lindgren, who 
skated Saturday morning with the team but missed his 10th consecutive 
game due to an upper-body injury. 

The message in the locker room, though, is not to get too far ahead of 
themselves. Even Panarin, who is typically one of the jolliest members of 
the team, took a moment to stress the need to avoid complacency or 
cockiness. 

"I want to say that after this game, but it’s probably dangerous," he said 
when asked if it feels like everything is clicking. "It’s the NHL. Today, 
everything is going well. Tomorrow, sometimes not. You have to keep 
working." 

Gallant echoed those sentiments while noting that, not too long ago, the 
vibes around the team were much different. 

"Two weeks ago, we weren't overconfident," he said. "We weren't playing 
well at all and things weren't going good. It changes that quick. I think the 
chemistry is coming together. Sometimes it takes longer than you want 
as coach, but overall, the last six, seven games have been real good." 

An onslaught 

That proceed-with-caution message may stem from the fact it didn't look 
great for the Rangers at the start. 

Pittsburgh won the possession battle for much of the first period and 
peppered Shesterkin with 15 shots. But the goalie was up to the task and 
the Blueshirts were opportunistic. 

"(The Penguins) controlled the first period a little bit, but we took 
advantage of our chances," Gallant said. "They had some good chances. 
Igor made some key saves, probably frustrated them a little bit, and then 
we buried our chances. That was a difference in the game." 

For the third consecutive game, it began with Zibanejad. He gathered a 
blocked shot attempt from Trouba in the slot and finished with a 
backhand for his fourth goal in the last three games and team-leading 
36th of the season. 
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The Pens continued to push for the equalizer, but Evgeni Malkin's 
dangerous hit from behind on Braden Schneider resulted in a Rangers' 
power play with 1:04 remaining in the period. Panarin made them pay, 
unloading a well-placed wrist shot past Pittsburgh goalie Tristan Jarry's 
right shoulder to make it 2-0 with 10.3 seconds remaining until 
intermission. 

That permanently shifted momentum in the Blueshirts' favor. They 
followed with a four-goal second period and never looked back. 

The onslaught began with Tarasenko cashing in on a three-on-one rush 
with a bullet one-timer, followed by goals from Kreider and Trouba. 
Those three tallies came in rapid succession, spanning a total of just 
4:45. 

They concluded the lopsided period with Kane setting up Panarin for his 
second goal of the night, helping the Rangers tie for their largest margin 
of victory this season. 

It made for a party-like atmosphere at MSG. And with 13 games 
remaining until the playoffs, just imagine what it could feel like in another 
month if they keep this up. 

"Awesome game for us, for our goalie, for our fans," Panarin said. 
"Everyone." 
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Igor Shesterkin earns shutout, Rangers dominate Penguins at Garden 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

Updated March 19, 2023 1:39 am4-5 minutes 3/18/2023 

 

Remember that chemistry the Rangers were searching for in the first few 
days after the NHL trade deadline? 

They appear to have found it. 

Playing their third game against Pittsburgh in a week, the Rangers 
cranked up their high-powered offense in a 6-0 victory that gave them 
their second straight win over the Penguins, their third straight to start the 
homestand and their fifth win in the last six games (5-0-1). 

Artemi Panarin had two goals as each member of the Rangers’ top line 
picked up at least one. Mika Zibanejad had a goal and two assists and 
Vladimir Tarasenko also scored. 

Chris Kreider and Jacob Trouba scored the other goals for the Rangers 
(40-19-10) and Igor Shesterkin turned in probably his finest performance 
of the season, making 33 saves. He earned his second shutout of the 
season and 10th of his career. 

“We scored on our chances,’’ Zibanejad said. “Obviously, the second 
was a really good period for us. We really took advantage of the chances 
that we created. And obviously, Igor in net. Yeah, it was obviously a good 
win.’’ 

Asked if it seemed as if everything was clicking for the Rangers, Panarin 
tried to deflect that thinking. “Sometimes that happens,’’ he said. “So we 
take that, and just, we’ll have to keep working . . . If you work hard, you 
deserve it. Playing the right way, you have opportunities for goals.’’ 

The margin of victory against a Penguins team that had beaten the 
Rangers in overtime last Sunday in Pittsburgh seemed to surprise coach 
Gerard Gallant. 

“I thought [Pittsburgh] controlled the first, a bit, but that was fine. And 
then the second [when the Rangers scored four times] was real good, 
obviously,’’ he said. “And then the third period, there was just one of 

those games, 6-0 [and] you don’t want to run the score up. You just want 
to play the game and get through it. 

“And you know, fortunately for us, Igor made some key saves again to 
keep his shutout. But it was a different game. I didn’t expect that game 
for sure.’’ 

The victory pushed the Rangers 12 points ahead of the Penguins in the 
Metropolitan Division standings. They also pulled within five points of the 
Devils for second place in the division (95-90) with 13 games to go. 

“Obviously, you’re trying your best to stay in the moment . . . but I think 
we’re trending in the right direction and it’s exciting,’’ defenseman Braden 
Schneider said before the game when asked about the playoffs. 

“Everyone’s excited to get to that point, and it’s the best time of the year 
to play hockey. But we’ve still got lots of work to do and some games to 
finish here.’’ 

Playing in front of a national television audience, the Rangers took a 2-0 
lead in the first period on goals by Zibanejad at 5:10 and Panarin (on a 
power play) at 19:49. In between, Shesterkin (32-11-7) was brilliant in 
making 15 saves, many of them of the top-shelf variety. 

Shesterkin made at least a half-dozen eye-opening saves in the game, 
perhaps the most impressive of which was the one he made on Mikael 
Granlund about five minutes into the third period. He lay down flat on his 
left side and kicked his right pad up in the air to stop Granlund’s shot 
from point-blank range. 

Tarasenko’s one-timer off Zibanejad’s return pass finished a three-on-
one break at 3:54 of the second period. 

Kreider’s third goal in two games — right after Vincent Trocheck exited 
the penalty box and passed to Patrick Kane, who relayed it to Kreider — 
made it 4-0 and ended the night for Penguins goalie Tristan Jarry, who 
was pulled after allowing four goals on 17 shots. 

Backup Casey DeSmith was greeted by a sharp-angle shot from Trouba 
that snuck into the upper right corner of the goal, between the side of 
DeSmith’s mask and his left shoulder. 

Panarin’s second goal, off an assist from Kane, made it 6-0 at 16:38. 
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Ryan Lindgren misses 10th straight game with upper-body injury 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

Updated March 19, 2023 1:41 am2-3 minutes 3/18/2023 

 

Rangers coach Gerard Gallant didn’t want to rule out the possibility that 
defenseman Ryan Lindgren might make his return to the lineup in 
Saturday night’s game at the Garden against the Penguins, but Lindgren 
did not play. He missed his 10th straight game with an upper-body injury. 

Lindgren last played Feb. 25, when he was driven hard into the boards 
by Capitals forward T.J. Oshie in a 6-3 loss to Washington. 

Lindgren took part in the morning skate but did not do the normal line 
rushes with his regular partner, Adam Fox. Instead, Fox was back with 
Niko Mikkola. 

Lindgren had returned to practice with the team on the road trip last 
weekend but did not practice with the team after that, working out on his 
own. 
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When Gallant spoke to reporters after the morning skate, he said a return 
for Lindgren was possible. “Probably a better chance he’s not, but there’s 
still a chance,’’ he said. 

Gallant was asked if the fact that Saturday’s game was the front end of a 
back-to-back would play a part in the decision about whether Lindgren 
would play. “It’s a factor, for sure,’’ he said. 

With Lindgren still unavailable, Ben Harpur again dressed in his place. 

Defenseman Braden Schneider was asked what the absence of Lindgren 
means to the Rangers’ defense. 

“He’s a huge piece of our top four,’’ he said. “He plays hard minutes and 
he plays extremely well and he’s good in both ends of the ice . . . We 
miss him, definitely, on the back end, but I think we’ve done a good job at 
being ready. There’s not much you can do. It’s kind of one of those things 
that’s out of your control.’’ 

Blue notes 

Igor Shesterkin started in goal for the Rangers, who will continue the rare 
home back-to-back on Sunday with a game against the Nashville 
Predators. 
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Braden Schneider continues to develop for Rangers 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

Updated March 18, 2023 7:32 pm4-5 minutes 3/18/2023 

 

All athletes are taught to focus on the game in front of them, and not 
what awaits down the road. But they are human, after all, not robots. And 
as the weather starts to get warm, the days start to get long, and the 
games remaining on the schedule get fewer and fewer, it would be 
understandable if a Rangers player might, in a spare moment, look 
ahead to a month from now, when the Stanley Cup playoffs are 
underway. 

“Yeah, it's hard not to,’’ Rangers defenseman Braden Schneider admitted 
after Saturday’s morning skate, before the Rangers took on the 
Pittsburgh Penguins at Madison Square Garden. “Obviously, you're trying 
your best to stay in the moment … but I think we're trending in the right 
direction, and it's exciting.’’ 

As they prepared to face the Penguins for the second straight game, the 
third time in a week, and the final time in the regular season, the Rangers 
(39-19-10) were comfortably in third place in the Metropolitan Division, 
beginning the day with a 10-point lead over Pittsburgh and the Islanders, 
who were tied for the first wild-card playoff spot in the Eastern 
Conference. They were 13 points ahead of Florida, the team just out of 
the second wild-card spot. 

So while nothing can be taken for granted, with 14 games remaining, the 
odds greatly favor the Rangers – who entered Saturday on a 4-0-1 run – 
to make the playoffs. 

But they’re not there yet, Schneider cautioned. 

“Everyone's excited to get to that point, and it's the best time of the year 
to play hockey,’’ he said. “But we’ve still got lots of work to do, and some 
games to finish here. So I'm going to try and keep my head in where we 
are right now.’’ 

It’s been an interesting season for the 21-year-old Schneider, a second-
year player from Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, who was the Rangers’ 
second first-round pick in 2020. 

Penciled into the third defense pair from Day One of training camp, 
Schneider has played in every game but one for the Rangers this season 
– he dressed but didn’t play in that weird Feb. 26 win over the Los 
Angeles Kings as part of the salary cap gymnastics the Rangers had to fit 
Patrick Kane onto their roster – and entering Saturday he had recorded 
five goals and 11 assists, with 11 penalty minutes and a rating of plus-11 
in 67 games. 

He’s been paired with every defenseman on the roster, first taking turns 
partnering with Zac Jones and Libor Hajek in the early season, then with 
Ben Harpur for a long while, then newcomer Niko Mikkola after he joined 
the team Feb. 9 in the Vladimir Tarasenko trade. When Ryan Lindgren 
got hurt, and K’Andre Miller got suspended, leaving the Rangers to play 
with five defensemen for three games, he took turns with fellow 
righthanders Adam Fox and Jacob Trouba, too. 

“I think for personal experience, it's important that you learn to play both 
sides, and understand what that feels like,’’ he said. “It helps put some 
experience under your belt, and you feel more confident when you get 
more reps in different situations.’’ 

Rangers coach Gerard Gallant has been pleased with Schneider’s 
development this season. 

“He's getting better and that's exactly what you want,’’ Gallant said. “I 
mean, he's not taken off to the roof, but he looks more confident with the 
puck, and the offensive zone. But he's doing real good things, so we're 
really happy with him. Most of the times you don't see a whole lot of him, 
and that's a good sign for a defenseman.’’ 

Schneider had a goal-scoring binge between Nov. 22 and Dec. 9, when 
he scored four goals in a 10-game span. He hasn’t scored a goal since, a 
span of 27 games. But he’s hardly concerned about that. 

“I'm still picking my spots and trying to join the rush, and, and I think I 
was doing a better job at getting some pucks through at that point,’’ he 
said. “And … I feel like I've learned you go in spurts. You shoot and then 
they get through, and they go all the way home, and other times you're 
shooting and they're hitting the knee or they're getting stopped.’’ 
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Rangers’ Igor Shesterkin tightens his stance and his mental focus at just 
the right time 

 

Arthur Staple5-6 minutes 3/19/2023 

 

NEW YORK — Patrick Kane certainly took notice of Igor Shesterkin’s 
Vezina Trophy-winning season last year, even from the Western 
Conference. So Kane too noticed how Shesterkin was feeling when Kane 
arrived just under three weeks ago. 

“When I first got here, he was saying he wasn’t on top of his game,” Kane 
said. “But he’s been unreal since I’ve been here. Pretty fun to watch. The 
way he gets over and pushes off, finds a way to get a body part on a 
shot. He’s so quick and acrobatic. He’s been special.” 

Even Shesterkin might finally agree. After an up-and-down — for him, 
anyway — season of alternately feeling good about his game and 
beating himself up, sometimes while surrounded by cameras and 
phones, Shesterkin has found a good groove, perhaps at the ideal time. 
His second shutout of the season Saturday, a 33-save gem against the 
Penguins in what was mostly a laugher, found Shesterkin in his ideal 
form. 

Acrobatic and quick, as Kane said. There was a vintage 
Hasekian/Brodeurian save on Mikael Granlund in the third, a scorpion 
worthy of 1990s highlight reels, that was the cherry on top of a well-
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deserved shutout. There were other stops where he fought for his space 
and made it count. And even a gloved punch at Jason Zucker as the 
Penguins tried throughout to poke and whack at Shesterkin to get under 
his skin, even though feisty is another adjective that describes the 
Rangers’ most important player. 

“I’m not a fighter,” he said after the game, laughing when asked whether 
he might do his best Jordan Binnington impression one night. Then he 
gave a shrug. “But maybe …” 

Shesterkin also has a sly sense of humor that has been kept as tight as 
some of his self-assessments this season. He is a perfectionist and who 
can blame him? He nearly achieved it a season ago, posting one of just 
three goalie seasons of 50-plus starts with a .935 save percentage since 
the 1967 NHL expansion. So this season, with that in his rearview, has 
been difficult to manage. 

Steve Valiquette, MSG analyst and co-host of The Athletic’s “Garden 
Faithful” podcast, saw recently that Shesterkin has made a technical 
change that’s helped during his recent strong run. 

“His feet are closer together in his stance,” Valiquette said on the podcast 
earlier this week. “That, to me, is more important than anything else in a 
goalie’s game, because when you get too wide … We took some video 
from last season when Igor was at the height of his powers, and we 
measured his skates being a foot and a half, sometimes 2 feet, outside of 
stance from where he was last year. He was 2 feet wider in some 
instances, really wide this year. 

“The problem with getting too wide in your stance is you have a tendency 
to go down early. Because you’re really pressed on your inside edges, 
your knees are really close together, and when a guy comes in close 
enough and he starts to drag the puck you no longer can move right or 
left because you’re tight in your stance, you’re pressing on those edges 
of your blades. 

“Last year, when he would have been closer with his feet together, he 
was able to move side to side and adjust his angle. He was faster and 
more explosive because he had more of that power underneath his 
shoulder to be able to move across the crease. He was better on 
rebounds last year. He’s got his feet back under him and he’s starting to 
look like himself again. He’s playing with that higher posture in his 
stance. When he plays too wide, it brings your shoulders down too a 
couple inches. There’s something there, he’s made that adjustment. That 
technical adjustment is really helping his mental (side).” 

Shesterkin’s last five games: 5-0-0, .942 save percentage, 1.76 goals-
against. His season save percentage is up to .912, good enough for 10th 
among NHL starting goalies. There will be no Vezina this time around, 
but perhaps he is simply doing what great goalies do and getting into the 
right mental and technical space when the games are about to matter 
most. 

“He knows what he’s capable of and he holds himself to the highest 
standard,” Vincent Trocheck said. “Nights like tonight are big for him, we 
want him to get as many of these as he can so his confidence is at an all-
time high going into the playoffs.” 

The gap between the Rangers with Shesterkin on his game and some 
other teams — say, the Penguins — was evident Saturday. Tristan Jarry 
wasn’t bad, but he didn’t bail his teammates out of some lackluster efforts 
at times as the Rangers scored four in the second, chasing Jarry and 
piling up some easily converted chances. Artemi Panarin had two goals, 
Kane had two assists as did K’Andre Miller, Mika Zibanejad had three 
points. 

The firepower is gaining traction with each game. That’s great, but 
there’s one Ranger who can be the biggest difference-maker. They were 
chanting his name in the closing minutes of a 6-0 laugher at the Garden 
on Saturday, showing that the savvy fans know who will be the one to 
take this team farthest in the postseason. 
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Analysis | ‘They threw a lot at him.’ Matt Murray goes nine rounds vs. 
Senators in Leafs’ first shootout win of the season 

 

By7-9 minutes 18/03/2023 

Kevin McGran 

Sat., March 18, 20235 min. read 

updated 5 hrs ago 

 

Matt Murray or Ilya Samsonov? Which one will start in the playoffs for the 
Maple Leafs? 

It has seemed like a goaltending referendum all season long, but even 
more so now with the Stanley Cup playoffs a month away. 

Saturday night in Ottawa, it was Murray’s turn in net, a chance to show 
what he can do — when healthy, of course. 

In a word, Murray was terrific, the best part of a 5-4 shootout win over the 
Senators. As if a 48-save performance in regulation and overtime wasn’t 
enough, he faced nine more shots (stopping six) in a shootout that came 
to an end on Alex Kerfoot’s winner. 

“Marathon game, super exciting game to be a part of,” Murray told 
reporters in Ottawa. “A lot of emotion out there. A lot of energy in the 
building. Nice to get that extra point. Nice to be a part of. 

“You try to hold the fort as long as you can. I kept my head down when 
Kerfoot put that in. I wasn’t watching, just listening.” 

The Leafs showed signs of exhaustion in the second game of a back-to-
back, and fifth in eight nights. There were sloppy turnovers, 
uncharacteristic mistakes and untimely power plays that Murray ended 
up having to deal with. His save total was the second-highest of his 
career. 

“It will do lots for his confidence,” said Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe. “It 
was good that he was busy. We’ve been talking about how he hasn’t 
been busy enough in terms of the workload and even in games. 
Someone in this building must have liked him because he got about 10 
bonus saves out of this one. 

“They threw a lot at him. He handled it real well.” 

The Senators were the better team and forced overtime in a crazy third 
period with two goals by Brady Tkachuk, one on the power play with 11 
seconds to go, after the Leafs had built a 4-2 lead. 

“(The Senators) were buzzing all game, pushing incredibly hard, all the 
way through the third period. Credit to them,” said Murray. “They tied it 
up. After that, it was just trying to reset for overtime. Once it gets to the 
shootout, anything can happen.” 

Jake McCabe got his first as a Leaf, while Mitch Marner scored for the 
second straight night and has a six-game points streak on the go. Calle 
Järnkrok — playing like he wants to keep skating with Auston Matthews 
— scored twice to make it three goals in four games and 17 on the 
season, a career high at age 31. 

Of the Leafs’ goalies, Samsonov has been the most reliable from a 
health standpoint and by the numbers (24-8-3, .917 save percentage). 
They have a healthy respect for one another, a developing friendship and 
a healthy competition. But Murray was able to make his case Saturday 
night. 

“We want two goalies to be ready and pushing each other and feeling 
good,” said Keefe, “and we want our team playing well in front of them.” 
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Welcome Matt 

Forgive the cynics among Leafs followers, but just getting into the crease 
against Ottawa seemed like a victory for the oft-injured Murray. His two 
biggest injuries this season came before he was supposed to play 
against his former team. He hurt his adductor in the morning skate on 
Oct. 15 and missed the next 14 games, then tweaked his ankle in warm-
ups on Jan. 28 and missed 17. So, there was a collective sigh of relief 
seeing him get through the day in one piece. 

Keefe brushed off the coincidences and expressed confidence in his 
goalie. 

“One thing I know about Matt Murray is, he’s unflappable and extremely 
confident in who he is,” said Keefe. “First of all, it’s his nature. And 
secondly, once you’ve won two Stanley Cups, I don’t think you care 
about much else.” 

As for the timing of those injuries: “What’s important to me is how he’s 
handled those situations. He’s worked extremely hard to get himself 
ready. We’ve been very patient with him, obviously. Our goaltending 
depth has allowed us to be very patient and work with him. He’s put in a 
lot of work. We’ve seen good progress in his game.” 

Solid start 

Murray did seem focused. He was terrific in the first period, when the 
Senators fired 19 shots while the Leafs managed just nine at Mads 
Sogaard. The period ended 1-1. McCabe opened the scoring, while the 
only shot that got by Murray was perhaps the weirdest bounce of the 
season. After a shot hit Julien Gauthier’s skate, the puck arced eight or 
nine feet in the air and over Murray. None of the players saw the puck 
until it bounced behind the goalie and into the net — hardly his fault. 

“I couldn’t see it,” said Murray. “It went way up in the air once it was 
deflected. Pretty crazy bounce in the worst possible spot.” 

Through the early part of the second period, Murray was easily the best 
Leaf. The Senators came at him in droves. A short-handed goal by Tim 
Stützle gave Ottawa a 2-1 lead, but it woke the Leafs up. Marner scored 
on that same power play at 6:09 (their first shot of the period). Then 
Järnkrok scored at even strength to give Toronto a 3-2 lead, even with 
Ottawa leading 37-20 on shots. 

Nine shooters 

For a while it seemed everyone was scoring, then no one could score 
until Kerfoot ended it, giving the Leafs their first shootout victory of the 
season. 

“I was just ready to go home,” said Keefe. “When you get that deep, you 
don’t really have a plan. It was just based on feel.” 

Giordano rests 

The Leafs went into the game with quite a different lineup from the one 
that beat Carolina 5-2 on Friday night. Some of the change was thrust 
upon them with forward Noel Acciari (undisclosed) injured by a hit from 
Jesse Puljujarvi. It was a scheduled night off for Samsonov, who 
remained home nursing undisclosed ailments, so the Leafs called up 
Joseph Woll to back up Murray. 

But as Keefe went back to a 12-forward, six-defencemen lineup, it meant 
Wayne Simmonds and Bobby McMann were back in, as well as Justin 
Holl. That meant taking out Erik Gustafsson and — hold the presses — 
Mark Giordano. The elder statesman (39) among NHL skaters hadn’t 
missed a game all season, and probably didn’t want to miss this one. 
Keefe was looking at the big picture. 

“It was a chance for us to give Giordano a break,” said Keefe. “He’s 
played a lot of minutes this season, probably more than anticipated, just 
how much we needed him at different times. So, being a back-to-back at 
this time of year and the depth that we have with so many healthy 
defencemen, it gives him a break. We want to keep our guys involved.” 

Keefe added that Acciari had a “positive day,” worked out on his own in 
Toronto and has not been diagnosed with a concussion. 
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Former Maple Leafs goalie James Reimer refuses to wear Sharks’ Pride 
Night warm-up jerseys 

 

Braydon Holmyard 

Sat., March 18, 20233 min. read 

Article was updated 9 hrs ago 

 

Former Toronto Maple Leafs goalie James Reimer is in the spotlight after 
refusing to wear a warm-up jersey that supports the LGBTQIA+ 
community on the San Jose Sharks’ Pride Night. 

Reimer, 35, cited his religion as the reason for refusing to wear the Pride 
jersey before a game against the New York Islanders on Saturday. 

“I have no hate in my heart for anyone, and I have always strived to treat 
everyone that I encounter with respect and kindness,” Reimer said in a 
statement. “In this specific instance, I am choosing not to endorse 
something that is counter to my personal convictions which are based on 
the Bible, the highest authority in my life.” 

Reimer, who wasn’t scheduled to start Saturday night, took questions 
from local media and transcripts were posted to Twitter by Corey 
Masisak, who covers the Sharks for the Athletic and first broke the news. 

“I get what the message is. I think people are trying to support the 
community and I’m sure people in the community feel marginalized,” 
Reimer said. “For me, to some extent, that’s what you want to do is you 
want to love them, but what I keep reiterating is where it intersects with a 
Christian … you love them, but you can’t support the activity or lifestyle.” 

Reimer’s decision comes after Philadelphia Flyers defenceman Ivan 
Provorov skipped warm-ups on Pride Night in January, citing his Russian 
Orthodox religion. Provorov’s decision was supported by Flyers coach 
John Tortorella, who said “just because you don’t agree with his decision 
doesn’t mean he did anything wrong.” It was also backed by the NHL, 
who said “players are free to decide which initiatives to support.” 

The Sharks, who Reimer says have been aware of his impending 
decision for over a year, released a statement after the news broke on 
social media, but did not name the goalie specifically. 

“Continuing a long-standing commitment of allyship with the LGBTQIA+ 
community, Sharks Sports and Entertainment is extremely proud to host 
our 2023 Sharks Pride Night,” the statement read. “We also acknowledge 
and accept the rights of individuals to express themselves, including how 
or whether they choose to express their beliefs, regardless of the cause 
or topic.” 

After Provorov’s refusal to wear the Pride-themed jersey left many fans 
angered, an executive with an LGBTQ advocacy group said he didn’t 
want the actions of Provorov to overshadow all the good that’s happening 
in hockey. 

Kurt Weaver, chief operating officer of the You Can Play Project, said his 
organization told concerned fans to “look at the sport that is there.” 

“If you focus in on one item that’s not there, it’s going to be a tough day, 
no matter what you’re doing,” said Weaver. “Look at what’s happening. 
Look at the positive. Look at an arena full of people celebrating.” 

You Can Play also reacted to Reimer’s decision Saturday: “Wearing 
Pride jerseys, like any celebration jersey worn, is not about the personal 
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feelings of an athlete, rather the communication from the team that a 
community is welcome in the arena and the sport.” 

The Sharks’ custom-made jerseys feature a Pride crest and “Love wins” 
patch designed by Houyee Chow, a queer artist from San Jose. 

Reimer suited up for the Leafs in his first six NHL seasons before being 
traded to the Sharks during the 2015-16 season. He spent time with the 
Florida Panthers and Carolina Hurricanes and landed back in San Jose 
last season. 

With files from Star wire services 
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Leafs hosting NHL All-Star Game could deepen Toronto’s love for the 
game — and its pockets 

 

By Gilbert NgaboSports ReporterSat., March 18, 2023timer3 min. read4-
5 minutes 18/03/2023 

 

While there’s a diminished sense of competition attached to all-star 
weekends, the events generate significant revenue for the host team’s 
and cities. 

The NHL All-Star weekend is set to return to Toronto at a time sports 
business experts agree the city has never been better positioned to host 
global festivities. 

Twenty-four years since the Maple Leafs last hosted the league’s mid-
season show, the world of hockey will once again congregate in 
downtown Toronto in February 2024 for a two-day series of celebrations 
at Scotiabank Arena that are bound to boost the local economy and 
increase the brand of the game for a city that’s already known as a 
hockey destination. 

“The timing seems and feels right for the game to come back to Toronto, 
one of the most important hockey markets right now,” said Tom Pistore, 
president of Oak View Group Canada, a global sports and live 
entertainment company. 

As the host organization, Maple Leaf Sports and Entertainment has 
become much more mature than it was in 2000. The organization now 
boasts a top-class staff, a more comfortable venue and more financial 
resources to deploy in preparation, said Pistore, who was an MLSE 
employee during the first All-Star Game in Toronto. 

Now that the city’s population has increased significantly, and with the 
latest advancement in digital technology, businesses and corporate 
brands are in a better position to benefit from the game and all the events 
affiliated with it. 

“Similar to World Cup coming here in 2026, the economic impact of 
bringing the NHL all-star to Toronto is in hundreds of millions of dollars,” 
he said. “You’re going to see a significant uptick in commercial activities 
in the months prior to the game and immediately after.” 

While there’s a diminished sense of competition attached to all-star 
weekends in all sports leagues, the mid-season events generate 
significant revenue for the associations and host cities. 

After the NHL hosted its most-recent all-star weekend in Florida in 
February, commissioner Gary Bettman said the event “brought more than 
7,000 guests to South Florida with an estimated economic impact” close 
to $30 million (U.S.), according to a Sports Business Journal report. In 
2016 when Toronto hosted the NBA all-star weekend, it was reported 
that the city generated between $90 to $100 million in direct revenue. 

And that’s in addition to major sponsorships, media and strategic 
corporate partnerships that come into play whenever an event of such 
magnitude takes place. That will also come with a huge economic 
impact, said Peter Widdis, professor of marketing at George Brown 
College and an expert in sports business. 

“If I’m a brand manager, I’m very excited to roll my sleeves up and 
collaborate,” he said. 

Widdis called it “Hollywood North meets the game of the North,” referring 
to the mixture of sports, arts and entertainment opportunities all in one 
weekend. 

Businesses must start to be proactive in seeking out ways to make their 
products and services relevant to the festivities, said Widdis. With the 
diverse communities that make up Toronto, coupled with previous 
experiences of hosting all-star events in the NBA, MLB and MLS, this is a 
perfect opportunity for the city to showcase innovation in sports 
marketing. 

“I tell my students every day, you’ve never been living in a city at a more 
a dynamic and exciting time in the world of sports business,” he said. 

“You have a World Cup coming here, a thriving NHL franchise, a thriving 
NBA franchise that won a championship a few years ago, you’ve got a 
baseball stadium that’s getting major renovations, the WNBA is coming, I 
could go on and on. It’s a beautiful fusion.” 

Toronto Star LOADED: 03.19.2023 

1271887 Toronto Maple Leafs 

 

Toronto Six win sets up winner-take-all showdown for Isobel Cup berth 
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Kennedy Marchment, the Connecticut Whale’s top scorer and one of the 
best forwards in the Premier Hockey Federation, didn’t hesitate when 
asked to describe Toronto goaltender Elaine Chuli’s effort in Saturday’s 
3-2 overtime win by the Six, saving their season. 

“Elaine’s just a really good goalie,” Marchment said after Chuli stopped 
23 of 25 shots (including two Grade-A chances in the extra period) to 
force a deciding Game 3 in their semifinal series, Monday night at the 
Mattamy Athletic Centre. “She’s well known in this league and around the 
hockey world.” 

After Chuli’s timely stops in the 10-minute overtime, the Six capitalized. 
Emma Woods, on a rush with Shiann Darkangelo and Michela Cava, 
rifled a wrist shot for the game winner at the 2:31 mark. 

“I had the lane there and Shiann and (Cava) drove the net, so I had an 
opening and took my best shot,” said Woods. “Fortunately it went in.” 

The Whale won Friday’s series opener, 5-3. Monday’s winner will face 
the Minnesota Whitecaps — who completed a stunning upset of the first-
place Boston Pride with a 4-1 victory in Game 2 of their series Saturday 
— in the Isobel Cup championship game, March 26 at Mullett Arena in 
Tempe, Ariz. 

Making her second start in as many nights, Chuli won the goalie battle 
with Connecticut’s Abbie Ives, who was also sharp. 

Marchment opened the scoring with her third goal of the series. She and 
linemate Taylor Girard have combined to score four of the Whale’s five 
even-strength markers over two games. But Chuli had Marchment’s 
number in OT, diving across the net to stop a point-blank opportunity. 
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“Yeah, I thought I was beat on the first chance there,” Chuli said of the 
play, a goalie’s nightmare with Marchment and Girard both closing in. 
“But the shot (by Girard) went over the net … When I saw what was 
happening, I just threw my body across the net, anything I could, to get to 
the other side (to rob Marchment).” 

The Six gave up a pair of power-play goals and one short-handed in 
Game 1, but rebounded with a short-handed marker of their own 
Saturday — by Brittany Howard, top shelf on Ives. 

Howard, the Six’s leading scorer in the regular season, finished with a 
pair of goals on a new line with Daryl Watts and Dominika Lásková. 
Coach Geraldine Heaney and her staff discussed changes after Friday’s 
loss and got results. 

The Six, who were outplayed in the first two periods Friday and outshot 
33-24, showed marked improvement in shot blocking and defensive zone 
play, limiting chances by a Whale team that emphasizes getting shots to 
the net. 

“I think we have to put more pressure on (Chuli),” Marchment said. “Just 
make her work harder, make her move more … She’ll get tired if she has 
to face 50 shots; any goalie would. So, getting more shots on net will 
definitely be a part of our game plan Monday.” 

Added Chuli: “I don’t focus too much on what the other team did, but 
yeah, it would have been a long off-season if we lost this series in two 
games. I think there’s a couple of things we can clean up, but we believe 
in ourselves, and we have all year.” 
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Maple Leafs goalie Matt Murray treating return to Ottawa 'like any other 
game' 

 

:Terry Koshan 

Published Mar 18, 2023  •  Last updated 11 hours ago  •  2 minute read 

 

The goal for Matt Murray on Saturday night sounds pretty 
straightforward. 

“I want to see him continue to build,” Maple Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe 
told reporters in Ottawa on Saturday morning. “I think he has done a 
good job. His numbers don’t show up well in the last few starts he has 
had, but coming off the injury, he is just getting going. 

“One thing I know about Matt Murray is he is unflappable and extremely 
confident in who he is. That comes with his nature and once you have 
won two Stanley Cups, I don’t think you care much else about what’s 
going on.” 

When Murray faces the Senators for the first time since the veteran 
netminder was traded to Toronto last summer, he will make his fourth 
start since returning from an ankle injury.  

Murray will attempt to break a string of allowing four goals in each of his 
past five appearances, going back to Jan. 14. 

“You do your best to treat it like every other game,” Murray said of 
returning to Ottawa. “My focus is on that. They’re a dangerous team, 
incredibly talented offensively.  

“I think it’s going to be a playoff-type atmosphere out there. We’re going 
to have our hands full.” 

Murray will be backed up by Joseph Woll, who along with forward Bobby 
McMann, was recalled from the Toronto Marlies.  

Goaltender Ilya Samsonov did not travel to Ottawa.  

“He has had a couple minor things he has been dealing with, which 
allows him to stay back and take care of that,” Keefe said. “Also, he and 
his wife are expecting a baby any day now.” 

Keefe, as he had been planning, will go with the usual lineup of 12 
forwards and six defencemen after using a split of 11 and seven in recent 
games. Wayne Simmonds and McMann will play up front, while Justin 
Holl returns on the blue line.  

Defencemen Mark Giordano, who could use a rest, and Erik Gustafsson 
will sit.  

The Leafs, coming off a smart 5-2 win at home against Carolina on 
Friday, will be looking to improve on a record of 6-3-1 in the second 
game of back-to-back sets. Forward Noel Acciari, who departed the 
game against the Hurricanes after a collision with Jesse Puljujarvi, did 
not make the trip. 

The Leafs will return home after the game, take Sunday off and practise 
in Etobicoke on Monday before hitting the road again for a four-game trip 
that starts on Tuesday in New York against the Islanders. 
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KOSHAN'S LEAFS TAKEAWAYS: In playoff-type atmosphere against 
tough Carolina group, Leafs get it right 

 

Terry Koshan 
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The Maple Leafs won a playoff game on Friday night. 

OK, so the St. Patrick’s Day match will go down as the Leafs’ 68th game 
of the 2022-23 regular season, with the post-season Stanley Cup 
tournament still a month away. 

Still, the game against the Carolina Hurricanes at Scotiabank Arena had 
that feel, and the Leafs, clad in green and white St. Pats uniforms, 
combined several important elements to win 5-2. 

The victory gave the Leafs a 2-1-1 record in their four-game home stand, 
and they were hustling out of the dressing room to get to the airport to fly 
to Ottawa. They’ll play the Senators in the nation’s capital on Saturday 
night, and likely be buoyed by their record in the second game of back-
to-backs, which comes in at a crisp 6-3-1. 

Some of our takeaways from the Leafs’ 41st victory: 

TAKING INSTRUCTION 

The Leafs knew that the Hurricanes, in their only visit to Toronto, are a 
club that loves to put a lot at the net from all areas of the offensive zone. 

At five-on-five, Carolina nearly had two shot attempts to each one by the 
Leafs, finishing with 70 to the Leafs’ 36. 

That could be misleading, however, as the Leafs’ defencemen did a fine 
job in front of goalie Ilya Samsonov, who had another sharp performance 
in net. He’s now 18-2-2 at home. 

“I thought the guys boxed out well,” Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said. 
“The guys defended well. They were in lanes, we blocked some shots, 
discouraged a few. Did enough to keep them away from the net. 

“I thought we moved the puck really well coming out of our end, which 
has been an issue for us in recent games. We’re playing against a team 
that’s maybe the hardest in the league to come out of your zone against.” 
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That was a focus for the Leafs in practice a day earlier, and it was 
stressed again in morning meetings. The group was clean in its decision-
making behind its own blue line. If you’re looking for a large positive in 
the victory, certainly take that as one. Keep in mind what Keefe alluded 
to — this happened against a team that’s not exactly dragging along the 
bottom of the National Hockey League. 

The Hurricanes, second in the overall NHL standings, keep the opponent 
on its toes, and if the Leafs were not alert, they wouldn’t have won. 

Carolina has speed and diligence, but the Leafs’ ability to move the puck 
out of harm’s way won over. 

DEPTH DOES IT 

Not often does Zach Aston-Reese score two goals in a game. 

In fact, it happened just three times in his previous 292 NHL games, and 
not since Oct. 13, 2019, when he was playing for the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. 

After going 14 games without a goal, Aston-Reese tipped an Erik 
Gustafsson shot past goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov early in the first period 
and converted a terrific pass from Sam Lafferty in the second. 

Aston-Reese got the post-win belt for the uncommon outburst. 

“Definitely felt good,” Aston-Reese said. “It’s always easy to play the rest 
of the game when you score on your first shift. 

“They were pretty easy goals for me to put in. Gus with a great shot, a 
great move by him, that little shimmy at the top to get free and then Laffs 
with a great sauce pass. Hoping for the third, but happy with the night.” 

Felt good for the rest of the team too. The Leafs have a group of bottom-
six forwards that brings hard work every night, and with the additions of 
Lafferty and Noel Acciari, the lines have a bit more offensive flair than 
they did before. We’ll never suggest that the defensive responsibility isn’t 
most important, but on a night when Mitch Marner, Auston Matthews and 
Morgan Rielly scored, the offensive contributions from the unsung heroes 
were crucial. 

As for what that does for the bench? 

“A lot,” Marner said. “I think our depth guys have been playing really 
good hockey since the deadline. I think our bottom six — I don’t know if 
you can really call them that — there’s a lot of skill on those guys. The 
work ethic is top-notch and it’s been great for the last couple games to 
see them get rewarded for it.” 

Said Rielly: “Our guys really feed off of it. They do a lot for our team that 
goes unnoticed or not talked about. For them to get in on the scoring is 
awesome.” 

Acciari, who was knocked out of the game after a collision with Jesse 
Puljujarvi in the first period, will not travel to Ottawa. Wayne Simmonds 
will draw in, as will Justin Holl on the blue line. Keefe said he still planned 
to go back to 12 forwards and six defencemen, but would wait to make 
that final call on Saturday morning. 

CRUNCH TIME 

No, we’re not talking about Luke Schenn’s big hit on Sebastian Aho into 
the side boards in the third period, but it would apply. 

The Leafs might have bent a few times under the Hurricanes’ pressure, 
but as some defensive coordinators in football like to say, they didn’t 
break. A perfect three-for-three on the penalty kill was key. 

The Leafs couldn’t put it all together in a tight game against Colorado 
some 48 hours earlier, losing 2-1 in a shootout. They didn’t have similar 
issues on Friday. 

“If you look at the game again, it had that playoff-type feeling in terms of 
both teams being conscious not to allow too much offence,” Rielly said. 
“Tight, not a lot of high-end chances. I thought that was a good effort by 
us, a good bounce-back from the loss against Colorado.” 

THEY SAID IT 

“I think it’s probably tough on the refs to call that. It’s a quick play. It’s 
hard to see that out there in that moment and hard to really tell if it’s on 
purpose or not, but you never like seeing that for any guy. It’s a scary 
incident.” 

— Marner on the collision between Puljujarvi and Acciari. No penalty was 
called by referees Brian Pochmara and Kevin Pollock 

“This is huge win for us. A hard game for us. A really dangerous team off 
the rush. We played a great game. Played simple in the defensive zone 
and got five goals in the offensive zone. We need to stay focused. 
(Saturday) is a hard game against Ottawa. Just keep working hard.” 

— Samsonov on the victory 

“He’s phenomenal. Better than I expected. We all knew he was a talent, 
we knew he was a great player. But just to see how he prepares, his 
willingness to get better every day. Met him once before, played against 
him way back in the day. We’ve become good friends. Our sons play on 
the same hockey team. He’s a great Hurricane. I wish we could have had 
him for 20 years. But we’ll take him as long as he can hang in there.” 

— Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour on the impact of veteran 
defenceman Brent Burns, who was acquired from San Jose last summer 

Toronto Sun LOADED: 03.19.2023 

1271890 Toronto Maple Leafs 

 

Luke Schenn couldn't have asked for more in return to T.O. 

 

Lance Hornby 

Published Mar 18, 2023  •  Last updated 22 hours ago  •  4 minute read 

 

It sounded like a few thousand fans at Luke Schenn’s last home game as 
a Maple Leaf had reconvened 11 years later at Scotiabank Arena. 

When the ‘Luuuuuke’ chant broke out in Friday’s third period after he 
thumped Sebastien Aho, it capped a nostalgic night for the defenceman. 

“I really appreciate this fan base being so good to me,” Schenn said after 
his part in the bigger picture, a 5-2 win over the Carolina Hurricanes. “In 
one regard, it feels like a lifetime ago, in another, everything is just as 
familiar. 

“It was crazy (in the tunnel pre-game), lot of emotions hearing my name 
announced in the starting lineup. There were lots of flashbacks. It’s been 
a long time. This was always in the back of my mind, having had ups and 
downs as a young guy, it coming full circle.” 

Schenn played 13:56  with four hits and was minus one. He thought he 
biggest obstacle was his lack of playing time the past month, pulled by 
Vancouver from its lineup for trade purposes, getting a couple of games 
with the Leafs then another week off in B.C. skating by himself while his 
wife was delivering their third child. 

WELCOME BACK MATT 

Goaltender Matt Murray chose not to speak until Saturday about his first 
game against his former team, the Ottawa Senators, but he’s got to be 
mentally prepared for the experience by now. 

His two years with a big contract there did not go as planned, some good 
stretches upended by injuries, inconsistency, Covid and a humiliating 
demotion. Both his planned starts against the Sens this season were 
postponed because of medical issues as well. 

RECOMMENDED VIDEO 
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“There will probably be a little bit of mixed emotions for Matt,” said Ilya 
Samsonov after his 32 saves against the Canes. “Sometimes it helps 
makes you more focused. It’s a great opportunity, too.” 

Samsonov won his first game as a Leaf in October against his former 
club, the Washington Capitals. 

“This is not Matt’s first game against an ex-team because he’s played 
Pittsburgh,” Samsonov added. 

In Toronto’s remaining 14 matches, head coach Sheldon Keefe is looking 
for Samsonov and Murray to give him a tough decision on who starts 
Game 1 of the playoffs. 

“We want them ready, pushing each other, feeling good,” Keefe said. 
“And we want the team playing well in front of them. (Ottawa) is a back-
to-back and our team has played well in them throughout the season. We 
had a pretty hungry Ottawa team give it to us pretty good last time here 
(a 6-2 loss Jan. 27).” 

ZEBRA CROSSING 

The Leafs channelled their frustrations with the officials in the right 
direction on Friday. Certainly Keefe was hot when there was no call on 
Jesse Puljujarvi for what looked like a head shot on Noel Acciari. That 
rant might have influenced a borderline call on Leaf Calle Jarnkrok for 
goalie interference, but Keefe and the penalty killers were much calmer 
in the second period as the Leafs survived the Jarnkrok minor and didn’t 
allow a shot on goal when two more penalties were assessed in the third. 

“My view was that (the Acciari hit that knocked him out of the game and 
Ottawa) should have been a penalty,” Keefe said. “It’s tough to lose a 
player like that. The refs saw it differently. 

“The penalty kill responded really well. If they don’t do their job, it 
changes (what was a one-goal) game. Our power play has one 
opportunity and makes good on it. We played a smart game against a 
good team.” 

LOOSE LEAFS 

What’s a St. Patrick’s Day game without a guy named Rielly scoring for 
the Leafs? Two points for Morgan also pushed him by Gary Leeman for 
22nd in franchise scoring with 408 points … It was just another record 
booking for Mitch Marner, too, his 163rd goal as a Leaf, passing Paul 
Henderson into the top 25 in franchise history, tied for 24th with Harry 
Watson … As of Friday afternoon, Auston Matthews and Marner had also 
climbed to fourth and fifth in points-per-game in franchise history, 
Matthews 1.12, Marner 1.10. Above them are Babe Dye (1.24), Doug 
Gilmour (1.15) and Reg Noble 1.13 … A brutal first period for Martin 
Necas of the Canes, as Marner walked around him for a goal and Necas 
later shot high on a breakaway when a puck hopped over Timothy 
Liljegren’s stick. He atoned with a nice high second-period snap to cut 
Toronto’s lead to 3-2 … Former Leaf defenceman Rasmus Sandin is 
having and up-and down start with the Caps, from a three-point game a 
few nights ago to a minus 4 against the Blues Friday – a game where 
another ex-Leaf, winger Kasperi Kapanen, scored for St. Louis in its 5-2 
win … The Toronto Marlies wound up clinching an AHL playoff spot 
Friday night after a brutal 5-0 loss to Charlotte at SBA in the afternoon … 
Less than a month from now, Leafs will have completed their regular 
season and be on the eve of playoffs … The Canes are still processiong 
the loss of Andrei Svechnikov with season-ending knee surgery. “We’re 
going to play for him,” vowed teammate Jesperi Kotkaniemi earlier this 
week. “He’s the heart and soul of this team.” 
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Maple Leafs report cards: Matt Murray’s 48 saves lifts the Leafs past 
Senators 

 

Kevin Papetti11-13 minutes 19/03/2023 

 

Matt Murray is going to sleep well tonight. 

Toronto’s goaltender faced 52 shots, plus another nine in the shootout, to 
pick up the win in his first matchup against his former team. Ottawa 
refused to quit, as Brady Tkachuk completed a third-period comeback in 
the final seconds, and the Leafs missed chance after chance to win the 
game in the shootout. Michael Bunting kept the Leafs alive in the seventh 
round, and Alex Kerfoot won it two rounds later in the midst of a 24-game 
goalless draught. 

Jake McCabe scored his first as a Leaf, and Calle Järnkrok beat Mads 
Sogaard twice, but the puck was in Toronto’s end for most of the night. 
Matt Murray couldn’t catch a break, and his team hung him out to dry on 
multiple occasions, but it was Murray’s strong play that gave the Leafs a 
chance to pick up two points in the Battle of Ontario. 

First star 

Matt Murray 

Murray returned to the Canadian Tire Centre to face his former team, and 
he was Toronto’s best player in the first. The Leafs gave up 19 shots in 
the opening 20 minutes, all at five-on-five, and the only goal that beat him 
was a complete fluke: 

He robbed Shane Pinto twice, first two minutes in, then again 18 minutes 
in. He certainly deserved an “A+” in the first, as he kept his team in the 
game. Unfortunately, he was just as busy to start the second, as the 
Senators had 32 shots by the halfway point. A perfect shot from Tim 
Stützle beat him on a short-handed three-on-two, but he was terrific 
through 40 minutes: 

Murray had already faced 37 shots by the second intermission, and the 
Leafs finally gave him a break in the first five minutes of the third. 
However, the Sens soon got back to peppering him with shots, and he 
had little chance on this Brady Tkachuk goal from the slot: 

Murray was beaten for a fourth time with a few minutes left, but a nice 
Alex DeBrincat goal was called back due to an offside. Unfortunately, the 
Leafs weren’t so fortunate in the game’s final seconds, as a blocked shot 
from Jake McCabe deflected right to Tkachuk in front for a game-tying 
goal: 

Giving him the first star is bound to be controversial, as he gave up four 
goals and had another one called back. However, despite the number of 
goals against, Murray played very well. He hasn’t been playing his best 
hockey as of late, but this was a strong bounce-back performance. This 
save in overtime kept the game alive: 

Second star 

Calle Järnkrok 

Järnkrok extended his point streak to four games, and tied his career-
high in goals, by blasting a one-timer by Sogaard halfway through the 
second: 

He set up Matthews in the slot 11 minutes in, and was Toronto’s best 
player by expected goals percentage in the first two periods. He also 
made a nice play to clear the puck on the penalty kill. Järnkrok wasn’t 
done there, as he doubled Toronto’s lead by capitalizing on a two-on-one 
halfway through the third: 

His second of the night set a new career-high in goals, and tied his 
career-high in points. He had a chance to win it in the shootout and didn’t 
score, but he was fantastic. 

Third star 

Auston Matthews 

Sheldon Keefe paired Matthews up with Kerfoot and Järnkrok, and his 
line was Toronto’s best through 40 minutes. Matthews played a key role 
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in both of Toronto’s second-period goals. He drew the penalty that led to 
Marner’s power-play goal, and while he didn’t pick up an assist on the 
play, it was his entry that got it all started. He couldn’t convert on a good 
chance in front halfway through the second, but immediately set up 
Järnkrok for a one-timer goal moments later. He also made a sweet pass 
on the power play that set up a good chance for Nylander. 

Matthews wasn’t finished setting up his teammates for high-end chances, 
as he picked up another primary assist by setting up Järnkrok halfway 
through the third on a two-on-one. He added a wicked backhand goal in 
the shootout for good measure. 

Player reports 

B+ 

Alex Kerfoot 

Kerfoot set up Matthews for a great chance nine minutes into the second, 
and his line was Toronto’s best by a wide margin. He was his usual self 
on the penalty kill, and also made a nice defensive play to back up 
McCabe in the third. I was surprised when Keefe turned to him in the 
shootout, but he sure made his coach look smart: 

The third pair (Jake McCabe and Timothy Liljegren) 

Jake McCabe 

McCabe picked up both his first point and first goal with the Leafs by 
opening the scoring three minutes in. He started the sequence off with a 
perfect stretch pass, then took advantage of a rebound from Sogaard. 

The puck went through Liljegren’s legs on Stützle’s goal, and he also 
took a penalty, but this was definitely Toronto’s best pair. 

B- 

Mitch Marner 

Marner extended his point streak to six games just three minutes in, after 
throwing the puck on net to generate a rebound. He couldn’t convert on a 
rush chance at the end of the first, but when the Senators scored a short-
handed goal in the second, he immediately answered back with a goal of 
his own: 

The Leafs failed to generate many chances during his minutes, and he 
was caved in during the third when defending a lead. He was terrific on 
the penalty kill in the final minutes, even though the Senators ended up 
scoring. 

Michael Bunting 

Bunting made a stretch pass that sent Marner on a rush at the end of the 
first, and even though the Leafs gave up 19 shots in the period, he wasn’t 
on for any real chances against. He had a couple of close calls in 
regulation that he couldn’t convert, but he did score a key goal that kept 
the Leafs alive in the shootout: 

C+ 

Luke Schenn 

Schenn bailed out his partner by breaking up two-on-one seven minutes 
in. He also threw a hit on the penalty kill in the second that stopped an 
entry, and the Leafs went to the power play seconds later when Kämpf 
was tripped. He wasn’t on for a five-on-five goal, for or against. 

C 

Bobby McMann 

McMann earned a call-up to replace the injured Noel Acciari by scoring 
18 goals in his last 18 AHL games. His night got off to a bit of a rough 
start, as the puck got caught up in his skates, and the Senators had a 
couple of good chances as a result. Nylander set him up with an A+ 
chance at the end of the second, but he wasn’t able to beat Sogaard. He 

had a chance to win it in the eighth round of the shootout, but was unable 
to beat Sogaard. 

Morgan Rielly 

Rielly had a bad giveaway in the neutral zone seven minutes in that led 
to a two-on-one the other way, but Schenn did his best Brodie impression 
to bail him out. He wasn’t on for a goal against, but he wasn’t special 
offensively either. 

C- 

The shutdown pair (T.J. Brodie and Justin Holl) 

They were on for a couple of goals against, and the Leafs were caved in 
during their minutes. They also each took a penalty in the third. I actually 
thought they played okay in the defensive zone, but the problem was 
they spent the whole game there. 

D+ 

Sam Lafferty and William Nylander 

This duo played with McMann, and it did not exactly go according to plan. 
Lafferty set up Kämpf for a great chance in front in the second, and 
Nylander made a beautiful backhand pass to set up McMann in the slot, 
but this line wasn’t in the offensive zone all that much. Nylander had a 
rough first period, as I didn’t like his neutral-zone defence eight minutes 
in, and he followed that up with a bad turnover at the offensive blue line. 
Fortunately, Nylander was able to score in the first round of the shootout. 

John Tavares 

Tavares picked up a secondary assist three minutes in, and his neutral 
zone defence led to a rush chance for Marner at the end of the first. He 
picked up another secondary assist on Marner’s goal in the second, then 
made a strong defensive play to break up a rush at the end of the period. 
However, neither assist was anything special, and he spent the vast 
majority of the game in the defensive zone. 

D 

The fourth line (Zach Aston-Reese and David Kämpf, and Wayne 
Simmonds) 

Kämpf lost a defensive-zone faceoff ahead of Ottawa’s first goal. The 
goal itself was a complete fluke, but it’s his job to win defensive-zone 
faceoffs. The Leafs generated absolutely nothing during his minutes in 
the first, and they gave up their fair share of chances at the other end, 
thanks in part to his defensive-zone giveaway in the final minutes. Zach 
Aston-Reese had two giveaways to start the third. 

Simmonds played in his first game since February 1st, and forced a 
turnover on the forecheck in the opening minutes. However, he played 
just two minutes in the first period, despite the fact that the entire frame 
was played at five-on-five. He finished with just 6:44 of ice time. Kämpf 
was his usual self in the third, but the Leafs are spending all of his 
minutes in the defensive zone lately. The lone bright spot was this 
impressive rush: 

Game Score 

Final grade: D+ 

The Senators always seem to bring their best effort against the Leafs, 
and it’s worth noting that Toronto was playing in the second half of a 
back-to-back. However, giving up 52 shots to Ottawa is still 
unacceptable. There were certainly some bright spots, as Matt Murray 
looked like he regained his confidence, and the Matthews-Järnkrok 
combination worked well. However, the Tavares line continues to 
struggle lately, and Toronto’s bottom six continues to spend way too 
much time in their own end. 

The Leafs owe Murray 100 steak dinners. It’s not like the Senators 
racked up a ton of shots on the power play either, as it was their five-on-
five play that kept the pressure on the Leafs throughout the night. 
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What’s next for the Leafs? 

Heading to New York to take on Pierre Engvall and the Islanders on 
Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. on TSN. 
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Marc-Andre Fleury was itching for a fight against Blues, but goalies 
tended to business in Bruins-Wild tilt 

 

By Matt Porter Globe Staff 

Updated March 18, 2023, 7:02 p.m. 

 

ST. PAUL — There were no goalie fights in the Bruins’ 5-2 win over the 
Wild on Saturday, as much as hockey fans have been buzzing about the 
possibilities of late. 

In warm-up, Marc-Andre Fleury did not skate onto Boston’s side of the 
ice. He calmly performed his duty as Filip Gustavsson’s backup. Fleury 
had calmed down since Wednesday, when cantankerous Blues goalie 
Jordan Binnington was looking for a fight in St. Louis, and Fleury wanted 
to give it to him. 

“It’ll be good,” Fleury said in a mic’d-up video posted by the Wild, as he 
pleaded his case to a linesman blocking his path. “It’ll be fun, no?” 

On Saturday, Jeremy Swayman didn’t seem to notice Fleury in warm-up, 
but he did see a fan in a No. 1 sweater, pushing an “Alaska loves 
Swayman” sign against the glass. Swayman gave him a puck and posed 
for a selfie. 

Except for Minnesota enforcer Ryan Reaves, who tried to get a few 
Bruins to go, no one was in a fighting mood. But if things ever got tense, 
could Jim Montgomery imagine one of his goalies going at it? 

“I haven’t even given it a thought, so I can’t answer that intelligently,” the 
Bruins coach said. “I would imagine Swayman might, but my guess is 
Linus [Ullmark], no. And Linus is going tonight. So, no goalie fights.” 

Ullmark confirmed that his blocker and glove are strapped down tight. 

“It would take a lot,” he said. “It comes down to the person on the other 
side and the kind of stupid stuff they do. I would never try to start 
anything. It’s not my game.” 

Willing to scrap 

There were no coach fights, either, even though the two involved 
Saturday had a little history. 

Montgomery and Minnesota’s Dean Evason were with the Flyers and 
Flames, respectively, when Montgomery earned his first fighting major. 

Coincidentally, he fought a Fleury. 

As a Flyers call-up on Nov. 9, 1995, Montgomery scrapped with Theo 
Fleury, then a superstar in the game. Fleury, who had a 2011 Brad 
Marchand-like impact on Calgary’s 1989 Stanley Cup team, was on his 
way to a 46-goal, 96-point season. 

Montgomery thought Fleury, his team down by three goals late in the 
game, was looking for a power play or to end his night early. 

After a whistle, “I remember him asking me to fight,” Montgomery said. 
“At the end of the same whistle, he wanted to fight again.” 

Montgomery, concerned he might be demoted for engaging, did oblige. It 
was the first of two career fights for both the 5-foot-6-inch Fleury and 5-9 
Montgomery. The latter recalled it as a do-si-do, the two swinging each 
other ‘round and ‘round until they hit the ice. 

“Not one punch was thrown,” Montgomery said. “I take that as a win.” 

Evason, who liked to go in his day, once slugged it out with Don 
Sweeney during a Whalers-Bruins game and took on heavyweights such 
as Shane Churla. He stayed out of it. 

“Thank God it was Theo,” Montgomery said, “and not him.” 

Dominant trio 

Tyler Bertuzzi avoided disaster when he tumbled backward near the 
boards in a puck battle. Mason Shaw was trying to keep his skates away 
from Bertuzzi’s face as Reaves barrelled in for a hit on Charlie McAvoy. 

That was one of the only times the Bertuzzi-Charlie Coyle-Trent Frederic 
line got the worst of it physically. Dominant on the puck, the line didn’t 
allow a shot (7-0), and allowed just three shot attempts (12-3). 

“For me and Freddy, being big guys, when we’re controlling the puck, 
that’s when we play our best,” Coyle said. “Still getting to know how Bert 
plays, but he’s so smart. Some of his passes today, they look very 
simple, but for him to see them, eyes in the back of his head and he just 
puts it in the right area.” 

Helping the cause 

Marchand’s three assists tied a season high ... Ullmark saw another open 
cage late in the game, but didn’t take a shot. He now feels a buzz in the 
building when the other net is empty. “Nothing really on the road, but 
especially at home, people are screaming as soon as the puck gets 
dumped and I get it. People have to realize that I’ve tried twice this year. 
Before that, I tried twice in 10 years,” Ullmark said. “There’s got to be the 
perfect opportunity to do it” … Minnesota had been winning without top-
pair defenseman Jonas Brodin, who missed his 12th game in a row, and 
superstar scorer Kirill Kaprizov (fourth). Against Boston, they didn’t have 
regulars Marcus Foligno, Jake Middleton, and Brandon Duhaime … 
Gustavsson (33 saves) allowed four goals and has given up nine in his 
last two starts. Before that, he gave up 11 over his previous nine … 
Evason on the Bruins: “Everything. Everything, right? They’ve got all 
facets of the game. What do they have, 11 losses on the year? They 
keep the puck out of the net, they put the puck in the net.” He also called 
Patrice Bergeron “the best player in the league for a long time.” 
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Bruins get back to .500 on current road trip with win over Wild 

 

By Matt Porter Globe Staff 

Updated March 18, 2023, 4:46 p.m. 

 

ST. PAUL — The Wild were the best team in the league over the 
previous month, unbeaten in regulation (11-0-3) and challenging for the 
top spot in the West. 

That was more than enough motivation for the Bruins. 

“We’ve been the hunted all year long,” coach Jim Montgomery said 
before Saturday’s puck drop. His team, he added, was “ready to hunt 
tonight.” 

Jake DeBrusk, David Pastrnak, David Krejci, Patrice Bergeron, and Trent 
Frederic (empty-netter) scored, the Bruins won two offside challenges, 
and slipped free from a Minnesota matinee with a 5-2 win. 

It was the Wild’s first regulation loss since Feb.15, ending its franchise-
record 14-game point streak. The Bruins noted it in their dressing room 
before the game, and before the third period. 
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Part of the hunt, Montgomery said, would involve taking the puck into the 
tough areas and staying there. The Bruins did that for most of the day, 
particularly the third line centered by Wild alum Charlie Coyle. They 
exhausted the Wild before Bergeron’s line did the same, and DeBrusk 
jumped off the bench to tie the game at 18:38 of the first. 

After watching Coyle bully opponents on the puck, Montgomery called 
him “a man possessed.” 

“Usually when we play tough teams,” Coyle said, “we get to our game 
right away because we know we have to. Usually our start is on. Whether 
we score the first goal or not, we stay at it, we do the right things, we play 
simple. We do that, and we take over.” 

Overcoming a one-goal deficit, the Bruins (52-11-5) pulled even on this 
road trip (2-2-0), which will end Sunday afternoon in Buffalo. 

Linus Ullmark, improving to 34-5-1 in his 200th career game, made 29 
saves. He did not take a shot at the empty net before Frederic zipped 
home his 16th goal with 1:57 left. 

“Every day is a treat, especially around a group of guys like this,” said 
Ullmark, who will be the backup Sunday against his old club, of his 
milestone. “I couldn’t be happier right now.” 

Ullmark and his mates were at their best on a five-on-three penalty kill 
that lasted 1:24 at the end of the second period. They allowed two shots, 
shutting down the Wild’s seam passes. Without the injured Derek Forbort 
(foot), the visitors were 4 for 5 on the PK. 

Oskar Sundqvist cut Boston’s lead to 3-2 on the power play at 7:17 of the 
third. About five minutes later, Bergeron, scoring his 25th of the season, 
took a Brad Marchand feed and snapped one under the bar. That was 
the 408th time the two longtime teammates have factored on a goal, a 
franchise record. 

Bergeron and Marchand assisted on DeBrusk’s goal for connection No. 
407, which broke the mark held by Johnny Bucyk and Phil Esposito. 

After the Bruins carried the opening minutes, the Wild made it 1-0 at 9:45 
off a quick transition. Retreating to his zone, Brandon Carlo tangled with 
both Millis’s Matt Boldy and teammate Hampus Lindholm as the Wild 
zipped the puck to the front of the net. Short-time Bruin Marcus 
Johansson deposited a tic-tac-toe pass. 

Some three minutes later, right after the Bruins killed a Marchand tripping 
minor, Johansson fed Matt Dumba from behind the net. But the goal, at 
13:02, was wiped out on an offside challenge. Connor Dewar was in 
Minneapolis while the puck was in St. Paul. 

The game changed when Bergeron, along with Marchand, harassed 
Dumba and Joel Eriksson Ek down low and won the puck to a safe area, 
then saw DeBrusk streaking off the bench. Pointing his compass to an 
unoccupied area, the winger caught Bergeron’s feed and launched a far-
side rocket over Filip Gustavsson’s glove. 

Jon Merrill, who committed stick fouls on consecutive shifts, helped the 
Bruins take the lead. Lindholm got the Minnesota PK shifting slightly 
away from Pastrnak, then found the sniper in the left circle. Pastrnak fired 
a low, far-side wrister for his 47th goal at 8:43 of the second. 

It was his first power-play goal since Jan. 22, ending a drought of 21 
games. Pastrnak hadn’t gone dry on the man-advantage for that long 
since the 27-gamer to finish the 2020-21 regular season. 

About a minute later, the Bruins won another offside review, and this one 
was close enough to get the Xcel Energy Center crowd challenging the 
reputation that Minnesota folks are overly nice. They were heated that 
Boldy, who wound up scoring the would-be goal, entered the zone 
without possession. 

Most of the 19,320 in attendance — the largest Wild bunch this season 
— booed the officials as they skated out for the third. 

But not before Krejci made it 3-1 on a lucky bounce, at 14:03. He was 
looking for Charlie McAvoy’s stick at the far post, but instead found 
Johansson’s in the slot. 

“It’s not often you let in two extra goals and still come out with the win,” 
Ullmark said of the reviews. “Got to give credit to [video coaches] Sean 
[Andrake] and Matty [Myers] for catching that.” 

Indeed, the players gave Andrake and Myers the game puck afterward, 
and kept rolling to Buffalo. 
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Blake Wheeler, a franchise fixture in Winnipeg, will always wonder what 
might have been if he remained with the Bruins 

 

By Matt Porter Globe Staff 

Updated March 18, 2023, 9:51 a.m. 

 

It has been a dozen years since Blake Wheeler was shipped out of 
Boston, dealt to Atlanta in a trade that helped the Bruins win their most 
recent Stanley Cup title. He has since become so established in 
Winnipeg that he doesn’t think much about his Black-and-Gold 
memories. But they are fond. 

“The leadership was so strong,” Wheeler recalled outside the Jets’ 
dressing room last Thursday. “By the time I got there, it felt like they were 
already onto something. The veteran guys in the room had success and 
had won. It felt like they had it figured out. It took a couple cracks to get 
through, a couple Game 7 heartbreak kind of losses, but the nucleus was 
there in place and I was lucky to learn from guys like that.” 

Wheeler thought he would be part of a franchise on the rise when he 
signed a free agent deal with the Bruins in the spring of 2008 (the 
Coyotes, who had drafted him fifth overall in 2004, said he turned down a 
fair entry-level contract offer). A right-shot center at the University of 
Minnesota, Wheeler established himself as the left wing for a fellow 
Bruins newcomer, David Krejci. Working between him and Michael 
Ryder, Krejci established a career high in points (22-51–73) in 2009. 

When they faced off Thursday, Wheeler was playing in his 1,106th game, 
Krejci in his 1,024th. 

“Obviously I keep track of him,” Wheeler said. “Haven’t seen him in a little 
bit, but it’s always good to get on the ice with him and chat with him a 
little after the game. I know he’s doing well. I’m still a big fan.” 

Wheeler will always wonder what could have been, but seeing his old 
mates (with the essential pickup, Rich Peverley) lift the Cup in 2011 
doesn’t sting as much as it once did. After the Thrashers moved to 
Winnipeg (and became the Jets) following that season, Wheeler became 
a premier five-on-five offensive player for a half-decade before back-to-
back 91-point seasons from 2017-19 cemented him as a star. He led the 
league in assists (68) in 2017-18. 

This year has been a reset for Wheeler, who inherited the Jets’ captaincy 
from Andrew Ladd in 2016 and held it for six seasons. Last summer, 
incoming coach Rick Bowness stripped him of the title. The Jets have 
gone with a group of alternate captains in 2022-23. 

Bowness said Wheeler was not pleased — but the shock wore off. 

Blake Wheeler wasn't pleased to lose the "C" on his jersey this 
season.DARRYL DYCK 
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“That’s how I hoped it would go,” said Bowness. “He had been carrying a 
burden. It’s a tough, Canadian market. He had been the face and voice 
for so long. He’s got three kids. He’s got a family. There comes a point 
where you need to spread that out to other players. The hope was this: 
Now you just focus on being a hockey player and a father and a family 
man. 

“He’s still going to be a leader, whether he wears an ‘A’ or a ‘C’ or 
nothing.” 

“There’s definitely been a growth factor for our group,” the 36-year-old 
Wheeler said. “A lot of guys have had to take on a little bit more. There’s 
been a challenge from the organization, our coaching staff, for our core 
younger players to take a little bit of responsibility and step up a little bit. 
It’s been great for me to watch the development and guys coming full 
circle.” 

He has been living more freely without the “C.” He doesn’t have to 
answer for everything that happens to the team. 

“I call it the [BS],” Wheeler said. “The [BS] is off my plate. The weight of 
that in a small Canadian market adds up over the years, when you’re 
trying to raise a young family. Everything that goes into it just took its toll. 
The load’s been lighter in that regard. But in the room, I don’t think much 
has changed. Just trying to bring what I’ve always brought to the table.” 

Wheeler and his wife, Sam, live in the Winnipeg suburbs with 10-year-old 
Louie, 7-year-old Leni, and 5-year-old Mase. Dad is helping coach them 
on the ice when he can. 

At work, the 6-foot-5-inch forward is fighting Father Time, but he remains 
productive. He had 15 goals and 50 points through his first 60 games this 
season. 

Wheeler wasn’t the first veteran to have the “C” removed. The Kings 
stripped Dustin Brown in 2016, two seasons after their second Stanley 
Cup title in four seasons. The same happened to both Patrick Marleau 
and successor Joe Thornton in San Jose. Mike Modano lost his “C” in 
Dallas, as did Trevor Linden in Vancouver. 

Tough, contentious moments, those. But they were not the lasting 
memories of those players’ careers. Neither will it be so for Wheeler. 

Marty Walsh takes over as head of the NHL Players’ Association 
Monday. It is sure to be a whirlwind first few months in office for the 
former Boston mayor. One issue that is surely on his agenda: a possible 
inflation of the salary cap. 

Commissioner Gary Bettman acknowledged at the general managers’ 
meetings near Palm Beach, Fla., this past week that the league was 
open to negotiating with Walsh’s NHLPA for an increase in the cap, 
which is on track to expand by $1 million to $83.5 million next season 
before merging back on the superhighway to riches. 

In a system in which owners and players split hockey-related revenues 
50-50, players incurred debt during the hard times of the pandemic, 
earning their money even though fans weren’t buying tickets. As such, 
the salary cap has been mostly flat since 2020, after rising an average of 
5.6 percent every year since its post-lockout installation in October 2005 
(when it was $39 million). 

The league estimated the player debt — reportedly less than $150 million 
at this point — would be paid off by the fall of 2024, when the cap could 
rise by some 5 percent (to $87.5 million, then $92 million the season after 
that). But Bettman was open to negotiating more cap room. 

▪ Another issue we hope was discussed at the GM meetings: offside 
reviews that wipe out goals scored a minute after a team enters the zone. 
They’re just so good — no, great — for the game. Can’t get enough of 
‘em. 

▪ Video review, as it related to friendly-fire high-stick penalties and the 
rare erroneous puck-over-glass, was a topic. It seems there’s more 
appetite for leeway over reviews. Makes sense; anecdotally, reviews 
aren’t lasting as long as in previous seasons. It’s a tough look for the 

NHL when the four officials are the only ones in the building who can’t 
see the correct call on video. 

▪ NHL GMs don’t like fights after clean hits. Is managing that as simple as 
tacking on an instigator penalty? 

▪ Overtime starts with just a brief break in the action because Bettman — 
this nugget from Elliotte Friedman — once saw people leaving a game at 
Madison Square Garden during a dry scrape and canned it. 

If the game lasts longer, it had better be good. One interesting wrinkle 
reportedly discussed at the GM meetings: expanding overtime from five 
to seven minutes, a system the ECHL has been using the last four 
seasons. 

That two extra minutes of wobbly legged, freewheeling hockey produces 
more three-on-three winners. Of the 146 ECHL games to go to overtime 
(as of Thursday), 28 were decided in shootouts (19 percent). Of the 483 
overtime games in the NHL’s five-minute system, 150 were decided by 
shootouts (31 percent). 

▪ The league also discussed making cut-resistant equipment mandatory. 
Some players already wear such undergarments. 

Brad Marchand said recently he would be against it — he’s so finicky 
about his gear that he spraypainted a pair of his usual black gloves to 
match the Bruins’ brown alternates, rather than get new ones. He also 
might have the oldest shinpads in the Spoked-B dressing room. 

ETC. 

Next generation of hockey fans 

Had a chuckle at ESPN’s press release trumpeting a 19 percent increase 
in viewership for NHL games on ABC. Wonder if it has anything to do 
with the network finally promoting hockey again. 

Also wonder where hockey would be if the most powerful sports content 
brand in America — the average person may not know what ESPN 
stands for, but everyone knows what it means — hadn’t all but erased 
the sport from its channels from 2005-21. Who would have become a 
fan? It’s fun to imagine what kind of people, whether determined athletes 
or energetic coaches or sharp executives or brilliant creative minds, 
would have seen something about hockey as a young person and 
thought, “Cool.” 

The NFL scored a kiddie hit with its Nickelodeon games. It was only a 
matter of time before the NHL’s dalliance with Disney led to similar. 

For last Wednesday’s Rangers-Capitals game, the NHL merged its puck-
and-player tracking with the cartoon “Big City Greens.” On an alternate 
feed, it superimposed a virtual cartoon game with real players and action 
as animated versions of themselves. It turned Madison Square Garden 
into an outdoor game in “Times Circle” in the “Big City” universe. 

Four characters from the show were inserted into the game, replacing 
players: Vincent Trocheck became Cricket Green, Evgeny Kuznetsov 
became Tilly Green, Igor Shesterkin became Gramma Alice, and Darcy 
Kuemper became Bill Green. Commentators Kevin Weekes and Drew 
Carter wore motion-capture suits to appear as characters. A referee was 
reimagined as a flying chicken. A bodyguard named Vazquez protected 
the penalty box. 

Naturally, footage of scrums was treated with kid gloves — danced 
around by the commentators, the focus put elsewhere. 

Reviews from my parent group said it was a minor hit with the little ones. 
It did, however, make them want to watch more “Big City Greens” than 
NHL games. 

Maybe in 20 years, someone influential in hockey will credit the Big City 
game with turning on a light. 

“I think it’ll be really exciting for the people in that town,” Kuemper said in 
a pregame interview, playing along and speaking about the cartoon 
citizens of Big City. “This is a great opportunity to share the game with 
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people that don’t get a chance to see live hockey. I’m sure they’ll really 
enjoy the moment.” 

Svechnikov’s injury really hurt 

Knee injuries are mysterious — witness Taylor Hall, who may or may not 
be returning any time soon — but the Hurricanes were pretty definitive 
last Wednesday about Andrei Svechnikov. They said their third-leading 
scorer was due for knee surgery the next day, and it would end his 
season. 

Carolina, which has been running in second overall for most of the 
season, led the Metropolitan Division by 8 points Feb. 1. As of 
Wednesday, when the Svechnikov news broke, the Hurricanes had fallen 
into a tie with the Devils (94 points). 

Skilled and brawny — his green-light hit in Game 2 last year concussed 
Hampus Lindholm — the 22-year-old scored three goals in seven games 
(3-1–4) against the Bruins in the first round. He had 23 goals and 55 
points in 64 games this season. 

Tough blow for the Hurricanes, who didn’t do much of anything at the 
deadline, thinking in part that Max Pacioretty would be back. They never 
knew what they were missing with Pacioretty, who played five games 
before tearing the same right Achilles’ that caused him to miss six 
months. Svechnikov’s absence will hurt more. 

Serious lapse in judgment 

Flyers interim GM Daniel Briere started his tenure dealing with a player 
not in his organization. 

Briere said he was “shocked” by the actions of his 23-year-old son, 
Carson, who was suspended from the Mercyhurst College hockey team 
after a video emerged of him at a bar pushing an unoccupied wheelchair 
down a staircase. 

The younger Briere, who in 2020 was booted from Arizona State for 
violating team rules — “too much partying,” he later told College Hockey 
News — said in a statement he would “do whatever I can do to make up 
for this serious lack of judgment.” 

Two other Mercyhurst athletes were also suspended. As police assessed 
what happened and the incident went viral, immature online commenters 
were laughing about it. Chanel Keenan was performing corrective labor. 

Keenan, contributor and community manager at Hockey of Tomorrow, is 
a 23-year-old UMass grad and Dorchester native who has consulted for 
the Kraken on intersectionality matters. She has osteogenesis imperfecta 
and has used a power wheelchair since she was 3. 

“What’s so funny about being caught on camera, sitting in a wheelchair 
that doesn’t belong to you, and then flippantly chucking it down a flight of 
stairs?” Keenan wrote on her blog. 

“What’s funny,” she wrote, “is how little disregard we have for disabled 
people, really, for people in general. It’s made us so cruel.” 

And she pointed out, this was Briere’s second chance. And he will likely 
get more. 

Loose pucks 

Ray Bourque is dipping his toe into coaching. The summer three-on-
three barnstorming tour known as 3ICE returns for a second season 
June 28 with a Team Bourque, featuring the Hall of Famer behind the 
bench and sons Chris and Ryan on the ice. Chris Bourque is scouting for 
the Maple Leafs, while Ryan Bourque is an assistant coach with South 
Carolina of the ECHL … Vladislav Gavrikov — whom the Bruins liked, 
but not as much as Dmitry Orlov — has been predictably excellent in Los 
Angeles. In his first six games, the Kings outscored opponents, 7-1, with 
him on the ice … Ryan O’Reilly (broken finger) will return before the 
playoffs, Maple Leafs GM Kyle Dubas said … Wonder how thin Jordan 
Binnington’s act is wearing in St. Louis. Binnington was docked two 
games and more than $60,000 in pay for a dust-up with the Wild this past 
week. His save percentages since the 2019 Stanley Cup run: .912, .910, 

.901, and .892. He will make $6 million a year through 2027 … The NHL 
confirmed dates for the start of the playoffs (April 17), draft lottery (May 
8), Cup Final (June 3, which could be moved up if prior series are short), 
scouting combine in Buffalo (June 4-10). The NHL awards (June 26) and 
draft (June 28-29) are in Nashville … Connor Bedard WATCH: San Jose 
became the first team to be eliminated from playoff contention, after a 6-5 
overtime loss to Columbus on Tuesday. All focus now turns to May 8. 
The craziest lottery scenario would be Florida, if it misses the playoffs, 
landing No. 1 overall and watching it transfer to Montreal (via last spring’s 
trade for rental defenseman Ben Chiarot). Canadiens GM Kent Hughes 
looks like a genius for landing an unprotected first-rounder in what is 
billed as one of the most loaded drafts in years … Commissioner Gary 
Bettman continued to brush aside the idea of reverting to a 1 vs. 8 playoff 
format, rather than the current wild-card setup. He claimed both systems 
would produce the same matchups, which is not true. He also said he 
knows of no players who prefer the old system. He must not have paid 
attention to Sidney Crosby saying exactly that last month during All-Star 
Weekend … New England schools produced half of the Hobey Baker 
Award finalists, a list released Thursday. Harvard forward Sean Farrell 
(Hopkinton) and Boston University defenseman Lane Hutson (both 
Montreal draft picks), Northeastern goalie Devon Levi (Buffalo), and the 
undrafted Quinnipiac pair of netminder Yaniv Perets and forward Collin 
Graf (of Lincoln) were named top-10 finishers. The rest of the list: 
Minnesota forwards Logan Cooley (Arizona) and Matthew Knies 
(Toronto), Michigan forward Adam Fantilli (a top 2023 draft prospect), 
and Western Michigan forward Jason Polin and Michigan Tech netminder 
Blake Pietila, both undrafted … Pietila is apparently not related to the 
former Devils winger of the same name, also out of Michigan Tech … 
The Bruins shouldn’t feel bad about that loss to Arizona earlier in the 
season. The Coyotes were, incredibly, 19-11-3 at home entering the 
weekend (while losing 29 of 36 games on the road). Weird stuff happens 
in the desert … Happy birthday to Bobby Orr, who turns 75 Monday. 
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Bruins look like their old selves in 5-2 win over Wild 

 

Steve Conroy 

5-6 minutes 18/03/2023 

 

After baby-stepping their way back toward their identity with their victory 
in Winnipeg on Thursday, the Bruins took a giant step on Saturday. 

Facing a Minnesota Wild team that had not lost in regulation in 14 games 
and was a point out of first place in the Central Division, the B’s were the 
better team in an entertaining, playoff-favored contest, taking a 5-2 win at 
Xcel Energy Center. 

“it was a good test for us,” Brad Marchand (three assists) told NESN. 
“They’ve been playing really well lately. We haven’t had many games 
lately where we’ve played our way and played consistently through 60 
minutes. I thought we did a really good job of that tonight. We really didn’t 
have any big letdowns at all through the game and when we had to come 
up big, we did. And we just kept pushing. That’s what we’ve been doing 
all year.” 

Linus Ullmark, shaking off a rare off game in Chicago on Tuesday, was 
back to his standard, making 29 saves and improving his record to 34-5-
1. 

There were no passengers in the B’s victory. That mentality permeated 
both the on- and off-ice personnel. Getting the game puck were video 
coaches, Mat Myers and Sean Andrake, who challenged two Wild goals 
for offsides and were successful on both. 
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“It’s not often you let in two extra goals and still come out with the win,” 
said Ullmark. “But you’ve got to give credit to Sean and Matty for 
catching that. It was huge. There were a couple of momentum swings.” 

The B’s took a 3-1 lead into the third and appeared to be in control of the 
game when Jake DeBrusk took a slashing penalty. Seconds later, 
Freddie Gaudreau made a nice pass from the corner to Oskar Sundqvist 
and the former Blue jammed it home at 7:17 to pull Minnesota to within a 
goal. 

But the B’s did not flinch — and regained their two-goal lead at 12:22. On 
one of the B’s many good, grinding O-zone shifts, Marchand  took the 
puck behind the net and fed Patrice Bergeron for his 25th goal of the 
year. They never looked back. 

Trent Frederic finished it off with an empty-netter with 1:57 left after 
Charlie Coyle outmuscled Matt Dumba for the puck and kicked it to 
Frederic for his 16th of the season. A single helper did not begin to tell 
the story of the monster game from Coyle, who won 7-of-10 draws and 
simply could not be knocked off the puck. 

“He was just a man-child out there. It looked like it was a grown man 
playing against Pee Wees at times,” said coach Jim Montgomery. 

The teams traded goals in a fast-paced first. For the fourth time in the 
last five games, they allowed the first goal when Brandon Carlo got 
caught deep in the offensive zone and Marcus Johansson gave the Wild 
a 1-0 lead at 9:45 off a 3-on-1. 

It appeared as though the Wild took a 2-0 lead just seconds after the B’s 
had killed a penalty when Dumba scored from the slot. But the B’s 
challenged for offside and the replay showed that Connor Dewar was 
clearly in the zone ahead of the puck. 

Then late in the period, the B’s evened it. After one of several dominant 
shifts by the Coyle line, the Bergeron line took over. Bergeron tracked 
down a loose puck on the left half wall and spotted DeBrusk, the last 
member of the line to change on. Bergeron hit him in stride and DeBrusk 
beat goalie Filip Gustavsson with a high wrist shot with 1:22 left in the 
period, DeBrusk’s 21st goal. 

In a chippy second period, the B’s took a lead on David Pastrnak’s first 
power-play goal in 22 games. 

Jon Merrill took two consecutive stick fouls, the first one a retaliatory 
slash after a hard Garnet Hathaway hit and then a high stick on Frederic. 
The B’s cashed in on the second one at 8:43. Pastrnak took a feed from 
Hampus Lindholm at the left circle and, instead of his patented one-timer, 
he stepped to the middle of the ice and beat Gustavsson with a wrist shot 
past the glove. 

It appeared as though the B’s handed it right back to the Wild less than a 
minute later when Charlie McAvoy turned the puck over in deep in the 
Boston end and Boldy slipped it past Ullmark. But the B’s challenged for 
another offside and this one was a lot closer. Still, it was determined that 
earlier on the initial rush that Boldy put himself offside when he passed 
just before blue line. 

The B’s then pushed their lead to 3-1 at 14:03 off a terrific offensive zone 
shift from the Czech line. David Krejci eventually took a feed from Pavel 
Zacha and snaked his way into the slot. His backdoor pass attempt for 
McAvoy went off Johansson’s stick and found the back of the net for his 
14th goal. 

White-knuckle time arrived late in the period when Lindholm (cross-
checking) and Dmitry Orlov (delay) headed to the box 37 seconds apart, 
giving the Wild a lengthy 5-on-3. But Ullmark came up with several big 
stops and the B’s survived the two-man-down situation. 

The B’s were the ones trying to bring an opponent down to size for a 
change and, for the second game in a row, they played another strong 
third period to salt the game away. 

“I thought we went after them as good as we’ve gone for a 60-minute 
game,” said Montgomery. “It was good to try and have a mentality to end 
someone’s streak. Instead of being hunted, we were hunting.” 

And the B’s bagged their prey. 
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Bruins takeaways: Why bounce-back win vs. Jets was encouraging 

 

by Nick Goss 

 

The Boston Bruins hit a rough patch over the last week or so -- at least 
by their standards -- with three losses in a four-game span, including 
back-to-back defeats in regulation for the first time all season. 

It was their worst stretch of the 2022-23 campaign aside from losing four 
of five around the All-Star break. The Bruins responded to that late 
January/early February slump by going on a 10-game win streak.  

Will we see something similar unfold in the coming weeks? 

The Bruins needed a bounce back Thursday night and they got it. A 3-0 
win over a very good Winnipeg Jets team on the road is just what the 
doctor ordered for Boston. 

Here are a few takeaways from the win that will impact the team through 
the end of the regular season. 

Avoiding a bad start 

Slow starts have been a huge issue for the Bruins of late.  

March 11 vs. Red Wings: Trailed 2-0 after first period 

March 12 at Red Wings: 1-0 after period, 4-1 after second period 

March 14 at Blackhawks: Trailed 1-0 after first period 

The Bruins have been great at erasing deficits this season. Their 17 
victories and .585 win percentage when trailing first both rank No. 2 in 
the league behind the New Jersey Devils. But at some point, constantly 
playing from behind catches up with you, and the Bruins need to get back 
to being aggressive early in games and putting opponents on their heels. 

They did this against the Jets. Trent Frederic scored just 50 seconds into 
the game and then Pavel Zacha doubled Boston's advantage later in the 
period. 

The Bruins are 34-1-3 when they score first. They are a tough team to 
play against when the opponent is chasing the game. The Jets found out 
first hand Thursday night. 

Penalty kill steps up in huge way 

The Bruins' penalty kill has been the best in the league pretty much the 
entire season, and it still ranks No. 1 with a 85.7 percent success rate. 

But in the five games before Thursday, the Bruins' PK was 30th in the 
league at a 58.8 percent rate. Boston allowed power-play goals in four of 
those five games and five goals in total.  

Thursday against the Jets was a step in the right direction for the Bruins 
as their penalty kill got back on track. The Jets had five power plays and 
didn't score on any of them. 

Bruins goalie Jeremy Swayman made a couple huge stops shorthanded 
and finished with 10 saves on the penalty kill -- four of which were on 
high-danger scoring chances. 
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Charlie McAvoy, Brandon Carlo and Derek Forbort all played 4:00 of ice 
time or more on the penalty kill and did a tremendous job battling for 50-
50 pucks, clearing the zone and blocking shots. 

Killing penalties is one of the primary strengths of this Bruins team, and 
they'll need this unit playing at an elite level to reach the Stanley Cup 
Final in June. Therefore, it was definitely encouraging for the B's that the 
penalty kill regained its dominant form versus a Jets power play that 
features some impressive talent, such as Kyle Connor. 

Rest Derek Forbort 

Bruins defenseman Derek Forbort has been rock solid on the blue line 
this season. He's been especially effective on the penalty kill, where he 
blocks shots, clears traffic from the front of the net and uses his 6-foot-4, 
215-pound frame to win possession and battle for 50-50 pucks. 

Forbort blocked a shot off his right leg late in the second period Thursday 
and didn't return. He was ruled out in the third period with a lower body 
injury. Matt Porter of The Boston Globe reported that Forbort was 
"wearing a walking boot on his right leg after the game." Montgomery told 
reporters after Thursday's win that Forbort probably won't play on the rest 
of the road trip, which ends Sunday in Buffalo.  

Forbort missed most of November with an upper body injury suffered 
against the Pittsburgh Penguins on Nov. 1. At that point, the B's ranked 
No. 1 in penalty killing. They ranked 20th on the penalty kill during the 
time he missed in November. Since he returned on Nov. 29, the Bruins 
are No. 2 in penalty killing -- 0.2 percent behind the Carolina Hurricanes 
during that span. 

The veteran defenseman leads the Bruins in blocked shots (28), hits (22) 
and time on ice per game (3:08) on the penalty kill. If he misses a 
significant amount of time, that would be a huge setback for the Bruins' 
penalty kill.  

The Bruins should give Forbort as much rest as possible through the end 
of the regular season, and with seven good defensemen on the NHL 
roster (including Forbort), they have enough bodies to make this happen. 

Jeremy Swayman rebounds after back-to-back losses 

Boston's backup goalie struggled in his two previous outings, giving up 
three goals in a loss to the Oilers last Thursday and four goals to the Red 
Wings in a loss Sunday. 

Swayman bounced back in Winnipeg by stopping all 36 shots he faced 
for his third shutout of the season.  

"He was terrific," Montgomery told reporters after the game. "That might 
have been his best game of the year, and he's had a lot of good ones. 
Just his tracking and control, he didn't let any rebounds out." 

The Bruins will need Swayman to be on top of his game the rest of the 
regular season. They are in good shape as far as the standings are 
concerned, but you want to be playing your best hockey come playoff 
time. Goaltending has been the No. 1 strength of this team all season, 
and bringing positive momentum at that position into the postseason 
would be huge for the B's. 
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Talking Points: Boston Bruins Punch Clock For Solid Minny Win 

 

Joe Haggerty 

4-5 minutes 18/03/2023 

 

Here are the Talking Points for the Boston Bruins 5-2 win over the 
Minnesota Wild at the Excel Energy Center in Minnesota. 

GOLD STAR: David Pastrnak wasn’t dominant by any means but made 
certain that the Boston Bruins were not going to lose. Pastrnak finished 
with a pivotal goal on the power play where he showed a little adjustment 
that he’s making to move and find an open shooting lane for a wrist shot 
rather than ripping away one-timers from the dot. Pastrnak scored his 
first PP goal in 23 games dating back to Jan. 22 to help push Boston 
through a competitive game in Minnesota, and he also helped set up 
David Krejci’s game-winning goal that was the result of some strong old-
fashioned work from the Czech Mates lines. Pastrnak finished with a goal 
and two points in 15:56 of ice time, six shots on net and nine shot 
attempts in a strong overall performance from No. 88. The PP goal was a 
beauty and solid proof that Pastrnak is constantly making adjustments in 
his game. 

BLACK EYE: Rough day for Matt Dumba. A minus-2 rating, zero shots 
on net and two giveaways in over 20 minutes of ice time and he had a 
goal wiped off the board when the Boston Bruins challenged that the play 
was offside. Dumba was far from alone as Oskar Sundqvist and 
Frederick Gaudreau both finished a minus-3 for the day and the Wild had 
two goals taken off the board by Boston Bruins coach’s challenges that 
the play was offside. So the linesmen (Scott Cherrey, Ben O’Quinn) were 
pretty bad on Saturday afternoon too, and the B’s video coaches were 
given the well-earned game puck after the victory. 

TURNING POINT: Minnesota had a strong first period and was leading 
1-0 in the closing few minutes, and it looked like they might go into the 
first intermission with a lead. But instead, the Boston Bruins answered 
with a solid, well-executed play as Patrice Bergeron eyed Jake DeBrusk 
coming in late on the line change and fed him as the late trailer. DeBrusk 
did the rest burying a wrist shot to the top corner and that gave the 
Boston Bruins some life and energy, and a tied hockey game, as the two 
teams entered the dressing rooms. That set the B’s up for a strong 
second period where they began pulling away from Minnesota. 

DraftKings 

HONORABLE MENTION: Patrice Bergeron made the big plays when 
they mattered. He fed Jake DeBrusk for Boston’s first goal toward the 
end of the third period and he scored late in the third period to give 
Boston some breathing room when they needed it. It was Brad Marchand 
(3 assists), who wheeled behind the net and fed Bergeron in the slot for 
the ripped one-timer for his 25th goal of the season. Bergeron finished 
with a goal and two points, a team-leading plus-3 rating and won 12-of-
21 faceoffs in a strong, strong game for that line overall with Brad 
Marchand racking up the three apples as well. Bergeron also passed 50 
points in a season for the 14th time in his NHL career, a staggering 
accomplishment. 

BY THE NUMBERS: 23 – the number of games that David Pastrnak had 
gone without a power play goal before striking for one against Minnesota. 
He’d gone almost two without scoring a PP goal dating back to a Jan. 22 
win over the Sharks. 
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Game 68: Bruins @ Wild, Betting Lines, Preview 

 

Jimmy Murphy 

3-3 minutes 18/03/2023 

 

Here’s your Boston Hockey Now Boston Bruins Game Day Preview: 
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Boston Bruins (51-11-5, 107 pts) @ Minnesota Wild (39-21-8, 86 pts) 

TIME: 2 p.m. ET 

TV:NESN, BSN, BSWIX 

Radio: 98.5 The Sports Hub 

Here’s the DraftKings Massachusetts Sportsbook Betting lines: 

Money Line: Bruins (-155), Wild (+135) 

Puck Line: Bruins -1.5 (+165), Oilers +1.5 (-195) 

Over/Under: OVER 5.5 (-110), UNDER 5.5 (-110) 

Boston Bruins Notes 

-The Boston Bruins will be without defenseman Derek Forbort (lower-
body), after the 6-foot-4, 208-pound defenseman got injured blocking his 
third shot of the Bruins’ 3-0 win over the Winnipeg Jets on Thursday. 

-With Forbort out, Dmitry Orlov will draw back into the lineup and play 
alongside Connor Clifton on the third d-pairing. 

–Linus Ullmark will get the nod tonight as he tries to bounce back from 
arguably his worst start of the season. Ullmark allowed five goals on 28 
shots in a 6-3 loss to the Chicago Blackhawks on Tuesday night. 
Ullmark’s stats took a tiny hit but he’s still the runaway favorite for the 
Vezina Trophy at 33-5-1 with a 1.97 GAA and .935 save percentage. 

Minnesota Wild Notes 

-The Wild have not lost in regulation since Feb. 15 and are 10-0-3 since 
then. 

-Former Boston Bruins winger Marcus Johansson was acquired (for a 
second time), by the Wild just before the NHL trade deadline. In seven 
games with his new/old team, Johansson has a goal and three assists. 

-Filip Gustavsson will start for the Wild today. Per Matt Porter on Twitter, 
before allowing five goals to the Arizona Coyotes a week ago, the Calder 
Trophy (rookie of the year), candidate had allowed just 11 goals over his 
previous nine starts (6-0-3). Gustavsson enters this game at 17-8-5 with 
a 2.01 GAA and .921 save percentage. 
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Bruins Daily: Bruins; Forbort; Drouin; Sabres Sign Levi 

 

Jimmy Murphy 

2-3 minutes 18/03/2023 

 

The Boston Bruins blue line will be missing their best shutdown 
defenseman on Saturday and possibly Sunday as well. 

That and your latest Boston Bruins and NHL news and nuggets in the 
latest Bruins Daily: 

Boston Bruins 

The Boston Bruins will be without defenseman Derek Forbort today when 
they take on the Wild in Minnesota (2 p.m. ET), and quite possibly in 
Buffalo Sunday as well, when they close out this road trip against the 
Sabres. 

Boston Bruins goalie Jeremy Swayman had his best game of the year at 
the perfect time for he and his teammates. 

Don’t forget to take advantage of the BHN DraftKings Promo and get in 
on the Bruins, NHL and all the March Madness betting! 

National Hockey Now 

MTL: The Jonathan Drouin saga with the Montreal Canadiens never 
seems to end. Just when Drouin was finally starting to play well again, he 
was late for a team meeting, and not allowed to practice with his 
teammates on Friday. Will he play Saturday night against the Lightning in 
Tampa Bay? 

NYI: New York Islanders goalie Ilya Sorokin has not looked like himself in 
his last two starts. 

PIT: Are Pittsburgh Penguins fans becoming apathetic to their team? 

PHI: The Philadelphia Flyers essentially crushed the playoff hopes of the 
Buffalo Sabres on Friday night. 

DraftKings 

WSH: The luck of the Irish was not on the side of the Washington 
Capitals Friday in an embarrassing loss to the St. Louis Blues. 

DET: Gargantuan (6-foot-6, 209 lbs), Detroit Red Wings rookie 
defenseman Simon Edvinsson will make his NHL debut against the 
Colorado Avalanche today. 

COL: Colorado Avalanche and former UMass-Amherst defenseman Cale 
Makar isn’t resting on his laurels. 

VGK: What would a Vegas Golden Knights-Edmonton Oilers playoff 
series look like? 

LAK: Veteran Los Angeles Kings defenseman Drew Doughty is 
impressed with his team’s fourth line this season. 

SJS: Will San Jose Sharks rookie forward William Eklund remain with the 
big club for the rest of the season? 
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Which NHL players need to step up down the stretch? Picks for all 32 
teams 

 

Scott Powers, Aaron Portzline, Max Bultman, Corey Masisak, Marc 
Antoine Godin, Michael Russo, Jonas Siegel, Charlie O'Connor, Jeremy 
Rutherford, Eric Duhatschek, Kevin Kurz, Murat Ates, Arthur Staple, 
Shayna Goldman, Joe Smith, Fluto Shinzawa, Saad Yousuf, Eric 
Stephens, Matthew Fairburn, Tarik El-Bashir, Daniel Nugent-Bowman, 
Mark Lazerus, Jesse Granger, Rob Rossi, Harman Dayal, Sean Gentille, 
Peter Baugh, Joe Rexrode, Ian Mendes, Julian McKenzie, Cory 
Lavalette21-27 minutes 18/03/2023 

 

Which NHL players need to step up down the stretch, whether it’s to 
ensure their place in their team’s future, earn spots on playoff rosters or 
prove they can be counted on to lead the way when the postseason rolls 
around? 

With about one month left in the regular season, The Athletic posed this 
question to its NHL staff this week. Here’s what our writers said: one 
player from each team with the most to prove the rest of the way. 

Anaheim Ducks 

Trevor Zegras: Zegras is the Ducks’ leading scorer and could (or should) 
very well finish the season as such. But on a team that has many needs 
to address in the offseason, it would be good if the ultra-talented 
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playmaker shows management over the final few weeks that he is the 
kind of franchise piece critical to Anaheim being a playoff team and 
Stanley Cup hopeful once again. We’re talking the long game here and 
whether he will be a player who just collects points or one who rises to 
the stature Ryan Getzlaf and Corey Perry held as they shouldered the 
franchise. Zegras is on the precipice of earning a new contract and he 
can show with a strong finish how much he wants to be a leader and 
deserves that long-term commitment. — Eric Stephens 

Arizona Coyotes 

Brett Ritchie: The post-trade-deadline part of the season is traditionally 
audition time in Arizona, giving acquired players a chance to potentially 
earn contract extensions for next season. Ritchie, acquired from Calgary 
for his brother Nick, is getting an opportunity to play first-line minutes at 
the moment and making the most of them. That’s probably not going to 
last indefinitely, but Ritchie — earning a league-minimum $750,000 on an 
expiring contract — fits the profile of what the Coyotes are looking for in a 
depth forward: someone physical and hard to play against and who isn’t 
going to break the bank. — Eric Duhatschek 

Boston Bruins 

Matt Grzelcyk: The Bruins acquired Dmitry Orlov to reinforce the left side 
of their defense. That has put Grzelcyk most at risk of losing his spot 
come Game 1 of the playoffs. Orlov and Hampus Lindholm are left-side 
locks. The Bruins like Derek Forbort because of his size and penalty-
killing experience. That leaves Grzelcyk on the outs unless he proves he 
is irreplaceable as a five-on-five two-way presence, especially on Charlie 
McAvoy’s left side. — Fluto Shinzawa 

Buffalo Sabres 

Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen: Goalie is the biggest question mark on the 
Sabres’ roster long term. Devon Levi signed Friday and looks like a top-
notch prospect, but the Sabres can’t bank on him becoming a full-time 
starter right out of college. That gives Luukkonen a head start in trying to 
prove he can handle that role. He’s been inconsistent this season, but 
the potential has been evident in his best stretches of play. Few Sabres 
have as much to gain by playing well down the stretch. — Matthew 
Fairburn 

"Everything that happens all year long is an evaluation." 

Whatever happens with the Sabres' playoff push, this stretch is an 
important chance for the front office to evaluate who rises to the 
occasion. 

Calgary Flames 

Jacob Markstrom: In a season filled with disappointments for the Flames, 
Markstrom ranks among the largest. To be fair to Markstrom, his play has 
improved recently, but the Flames will need him to be perfect the rest of 
the way to stay in the playoff hunt. If he can finish strong and lift Calgary 
into the postseason, it would go a long way toward reaffirming his place 
as one of the league’s elite netminders. — Julian McKenzie 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Sebastian Aho: With Andrei Svechnikov done for the season after 
undergoing knee surgery for a torn ACL, the pressure shifts directly to 
Aho. Carolina already had questions about its ability to score, and losing 
Svechnikov — along with Max Pacioretty earlier in the year and a quiet 
deadline — means the Hurricanes need Aho to reach another level more 
than ever so he can enter the postseason riding a wave of confidence. — 
Cory Lavalette 

So @TheAthletic charged each writer with breaking down a time they 
were wrong about something. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Ian Mitchell: The Blackhawks have a lot of players who either seem to be 
firmly returning or not returning next season. Mitchell is one of the few 
unknowns. He’s a restricted free agent and has played a number of 

games in the NHL this season, but it’s unclear where exactly he fits in the 
Blackhawks’ future plans. His play down the stretch could help determine 
that. — Scott Powers and Mark Lazerus 

Colorado Avalanche 

Gabriel Landeskog: Landeskog has been out all season after undergoing 
knee surgery in October. When he’s healthy, he’s an elite-level winger 
and someone capable of making big contributions in a playoff run. If he 
proves able to return from his current injury, it will be a huge boost for the 
Avalanche. He’s skating, so it’s possible he returns, but there’s still not 
certainty on the situation. — Peter Baugh 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Elvis Merzlikins: The Blue Jackets expect to make substantial changes 
throughout their lineup this summer, but one position for 2023-24 seems 
already settled: Merzlikins and Daniil Tarasov will be the tandem in goal. 
Based on their play this season, that should leave fans with an uneasy 
feeling. Merzlikins’ .880 save percentage is simply unacceptable, but he’s 
only one year deep on a five-year, $27 million contract, so the Blue 
Jackets have no choice but to be committed to him. Merzlikins is 
currently away from the team and back in Latvia due to a family matter, 
but it would calm a lot of nerves if he returned and put together a string of 
strong starts down the stretch. — Aaron Portzline 

Dallas Stars 

Nils Lundkvist: Mason Marchment would have been the answer, but he’s 
out for most, if not all, of the stretch run with a knee injury. Lundkvist, 
meanwhile, is in his third stretch of being regularly healthy-scratched. 
He’ll be back in the lineup at some point, and when he gets a chance, 
he’ll need to show the coaches some improvements offensively and 
defensively, as well as potentially on the power play, if he wants to be 
depended on in the playoffs. The Stars don’t have a lot of options on the 
back end so Lundkvist’s advancement will be key to a playoff run. — 
Saad Yousuf 

Detroit Red Wings 

Filip Zadina: Zadina has already proven something with the work he put 
in to come back from a significant leg injury this season. He’s been 
noticeable in his return, which at times has resulted in top-six usage, 
even though he still hasn’t found significant production in the NHL. But 
that production element remains important, and while the two years 
remaining on Zadina’s contract certainly offer some security, he would 
benefit significantly from an end-of-season surge to set the tone for next 
season, much like Michael Rasmussen did at the end of last year. — 
Max Bultman 

Edmonton Oilers 

Kailer Yamamoto: Hours after the trade deadline, Yamamoto had one of 
his best games of the season. He scored twice, added an assist and 
looked much like he did three years ago when he teamed up with Leon 
Draisaitl and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins on one of the NHL’s best lines. Since 
then, he’s barely been noticeable, though, continuing a season-long 
trend. He’s still in the top six, but the Oilers have several fill-in options. 
Warren Foegele appears to be nipping at his heels for the final spot. 
Yamamoto needs to step up down the stretch to keep his primo spot in 
the lineup — and maybe even his job in the offseason, too. — Daniel 
Nugent-Bowman 

Florida Panthers 

Sergei Bobrovsky: The Panthers have worked their way back onto the 
playoff bubble, nipping at the Islanders’ heels for the second wild-card 
spot (three points back with two games in hand). The easiest way in will 
be if their $10 million goalie plays like a $10 million goalie. Since Feb. 1, 
Bobrovsky is 10-4-1 with a .914 save percentage and has saved nearly 
10 goals above expected, second best in the league. If he keeps that up, 
especially with Spencer Knight unavailable, he’ll have re-proven 
something. — Sean Gentille 

Los Angeles Kings 
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Pheonix Copley: On a team that’s been rolling, with a 12-2-2 mark since 
the All-Star break, it’s a bit of a challenge to single out one player who 
needs to step up. The entire team needs to do that as it tries to chase 
down Vegas for the Pacific Division title — and possible the top seed in 
the West. But I’m thinking Copley has the most to prove, and that’s odd 
to say given he is 21-4-3 and was crucial in keeping the Kings’ season 
from going off the rails. Now, though, Copley has to fend off a challenge 
from Joonas Korpisalo, who was brought in from Columbus to fortify the 
net down the stretch. The two are currently in a timeshare, and Copley 
has risen to the challenge, going 3-0-1 with only six goals allowed and a 
.942 save percentage since the trade. He’ll have to keep up the strong 
play with Korpisalo also doing well as they both vie for the Game 1 start 
in a playoff series. — Eric Stephens 

Minnesota Wild 

Matt Boldy: Especially with Kirill Kaprizov out, the Wild need Boldy to 
continue to step up down the stretch and show why that seven-year, $49 
extension he was signed to in January was worth it. He needs to play like 
a go-to guy, something he has started to show with two goals and three 
assists in three games in Kaprizov’s absence after scoring just one goal 
and five assists in the previous 18 games. — Michael Russo 

Montreal Canadiens 

Denis Gurianov: The Stars had grown frustrated with watching Gurianov 
shift back and forth from genius to ghost, and it is up to him to avoid the 
same pattern in Montreal. The Stars also traded him because of his 
qualifying offer of $2.9 million, an amount they simply were not willing to 
invest in a player they had determined they were unable to get the most 
out of. At the trade deadline, general manager Kent Hughes suggested 
that the Canadiens might not be willing to do that either when, in his 
initial response on acquiring Gurianov, he immediately noted how they 
are entering their first offseason where they have some financial 
flexibility. Gurianov has 13 games left to show he is worthy of a contract. 
— Marc Antoine Godin 

Nashville Predators 

Matt Duchene: Fun has returned to Nashville with a lot of young players 
on the ice — players who are only here because of the deadline selloff — 
and a team under no pressure trying to make a run to a playoff spot. 
That’s not happening if Duchene doesn’t have a production surge. It’s 
been an underwhelming response for him, so far, to last season’s 
monster numbers. His contract dictates he will almost certainly be with 
the team next year. But is he all in on the changes? Does he want to help 
lead the new direction? These questions linger. — Joe Rexrode 

The NHL’s 2023 trade deadline was a marathon: weeks of seemingly 
nonstop action that saw the rich get richer and big names in new 
uniforms. 

Which teams accomplished their goals, and which left their fanbases 
fuming? 

New Jersey Devils 

Vitek Vanecek: Vanecek has already played a career-high 43 games this 
season. It’s not clear if that’s weighing him down, but it’s also not exactly 
surprising to see his levels have dropped off as the season wears on. 
The question is going to be how the Devils manage his workload down 
the stretch to best stabilize his game. They need to keep him fresh but 
also let him play through some of these struggles. — Shayna Goldman 

The NHL trade deadline came and went. 

New York Islanders 

Bo Horvat: After arriving from Vancouver and signing a huge eight-year 
contract extension, Horvat had some immediate success and seemed to 
be developing chemistry with Mathew Barzal before a lower-body injury 
sidelined Barzal. Horvat has continued to contribute in various ways — 
including in the face-off circle and, before Jean-Gabriel Pageau’s return, 
on the penalty kill — but his scoring has dried up with just one goal in his 

past 10 games. At some point, he’s going to have to do more offensively 
if the Islanders are to reach the postseason. — Kevin Kurz 

New York Rangers 

Artemi Panarin: Panarin is having another big-number regular season, 
but no one was happy with his playoff run last spring. Now, the Rangers 
have brought in a couple of old Panarin pals in Vladimir Tarasenko and 
Patrick Kane, so the focus is even more on Panarin as the Rangers head 
toward the postseason. — Arthur Staple 

Ottawa Senators 

Alex DeBrincat: The Senators will have a major decision on their hands 
with DeBrincat this summer. The winger is due a $9 million qualifying 
offer, but a one-year contract could simply walk him right into unrestricted 
free agency in 2024. In all likelihood, the Senators need to make a 
decision in the months ahead: either sign DeBrincat to a long-term 
extension or trade him to another team. DeBrincat’s production has 
dipped in his first full season in Ottawa, as the two-time 40-goal scorer is 
only on pace for a 26-goal campaign. If he can show some flashes of his 
offensive prowess and help the Senators climb back into the playoff race 
in the final month, it will help make the decision to sign him to a contract 
extension a bit easier. — Ian Mendes 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Morgan Frost: In short, John Tortorella isn’t yet sold on Frost as a future 
piece, and he’s a pending restricted free agent this summer. Frost has 
six points in 16 games since the All-Star break, and every time Tortorella 
is asked about him, the head coach responds with some variation of 
“we’ll see” when it comes to whether he qualifies as a young piece worth 
keeping. This final month stands to be pivotal in Frost’s attempts to 
convince both Tortorella and interim general manager Daniel Briere that 
he deserves a place in the organization’s long-term rebuilding plan. — 
Charlie O’Connor 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Tristan Jarry: Jarry is the most crucial player for the Penguins over the 
final weeks of the regular season. He’s missed two stretches of games 
since Jan. 2 because of different injuries, and he hasn’t performed well 
consistently. Pulled from three of his past 10 starts, Jarry is trying to re-
establish himself as a No. 1-caliber goalie, and he’s doing it in a contract 
year. Also hanging over him is the fact he’s never won a playoff series. 
— Rob Rossi 

San Jose Sharks 

James Reimer: Either Sharks goaltender, Reimer or Kaapo Kahkonen, 
could work here. Both have had disappointing seasons, and whether or 
not the 26-year-old Kahkonen can be a starting goalie moving forward 
has been thrust into doubt. But Reimer is an unrestricted free agent and 
just turned 35. He has been one of the most consistent goalies in the 
league over the past decade, but a strong finish could ease any concerns 
that this season is the start of a significant decline. — Corey Masisak 

Seattle Kraken 

Philipp Grubauer: Grubauer put in the work to earn the starter’s net back 
from Martin Jones. Now the question is whether he can maintain this 
level of play. Between February and March, he’s played 14 games and 
saved 3.4 goals more than expected. If he can keep up that pace, it may 
be enough to keep the Kraken going in their playoff run. Ideally, he’d 
elevate his play even further to show what an outlier last year was and 
that he’s ready to be their Game 1 playoff starter. — Shayna Goldman 

St. Louis Blues 

Colton Parayko: General manager Doug Armstrong almost has to deal a 
defenseman this offseason — both to change the dynamic of a group 
that hasn’t produced this season and to free up salary-cap space — and 
Parayko could be that guy if there’s still interest around the league. The 
Blues aren’t going to make that assessment just based on the next five 
weeks, but as Parayko’s play has shown signs of improvement, he could 
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make it a more difficult decision with a strong finish. — Jeremy 
Rutherford 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Michael Eyssimont: The Lightning lineup is pretty much set other than 
two spots: the fourth line and third defensive pair. Eyssimont, acquired at 
the deadline, is being given a chance to show what he can do, and early 
returns are good. The only other battle is the bottom pair, and Darren 
Raddysh is getting a look there. Can he beat out veteran Zach 
Bogosian? — Joe Smith 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Matt Murray: The Leafs made a huge bet on Murray when they traded for 
him last season after a largely ineffective, injury-plagued year. They 
hoped he would be the guy to lead them to a Stanley Cup, banking on his 
experience winning two with the Penguins at the start of his career. It’s 
been a bumpy proposition so far. Murray has missed two huge chunks of 
the year with injury and has been bettered in the crease by Ilya 
Samsonov. He needs to prove he should still be the guy in the playoffs — 
and is worthy of that risky bet. Crucial to those efforts, of course, will be 
staying healthy, another big question for Murray down the stretch. — 
Jonas Siegel 

Vancouver Canucks 

Vitali Kravtsov: The Canucks have a glut of wingers, especially with Ilya 
Mikheyev set to return for next season and the likes of Nils Höglander 
and Linus Karlsson looking to win roster spots for next season as well. 
Kravtsov has to show potential down the stretch. He doesn’t add penalty-
killing or defensive value, so you’d like to see him rack up some points to 
show that he can be part of the solution for 2023-24. — Harman Dayal 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Jack Eichel: In his eighth NHL season, Eichel has yet to taste playoff 
hockey. Pretty much everyone expected that to change last season when 
he was traded from Buffalo to Vegas, but the Golden Knights shockingly 
missed out on the postseason for the first time. Now in first place in the 
Pacific with only 13 games to go, he’s in a great position to end that 
streak and show the league what he can do on the biggest stage. 
Without captain Mark Stone, who underwent back surgery earlier this 
season, the Golden Knights will need the best version of Eichel down the 
stretch and into the playoffs. — Jesse Granger 

How did trade moves made ahead of March 3 change the way The 
Athletic's NHL staff see awards, playoff races and championship odds 
playing out? 

Washington Capitals 

Anthony Mantha: Anthony Mantha’s future as a Capital feels tenuous. 
The big winger has one goal in 22 games since the calendar flipped to 
2023. He’s also been scratched a handful of times, including Friday’s 
critical game against visiting St. Louis. While sitting a $5.7 million player 
is not unheard of, at this late stage in the season — and with the team 
attempting to make a last-second push toward the playoffs — it sends a 
strong message about where he stands. The question now is this: Can 
Mantha show enough down the stretch to change minds about him in 
D.C. or entice another team to trade for him this summer? — Tarik El-
Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets 

Kyle Connor: It’s easy to point fingers at the usual suspects in Winnipeg: 
Connor Hellebuyck has allowed 28 goals in his past seven games, for 
example, while Mark Scheifele and Nino Niederreiter were benched 
along with Connor against Carolina on Tuesday. But Hellebuyck is on the 
shortlist for best goaltender of his generation, Scheifele’s production has 
remained high, and most Jets have found ways to help even when 
they’ve stayed off the scoresheet. Meanwhile, Connor is a spectacular 
scorer who isn’t scoring while also hurting the team defensively. He’s 
better than that, he knows he’s better than that, and a return to form 
could transform Winnipeg’s playoff outlook. — Murat Ates 

"They're great players. They're going to carry us into the playoffs." — 
Rick Bowness on recently benched Kyle Connor and Mark Scheifele 
today. 
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Which NHL team has the best goal song? Vote now for your favorites 

 

Scott Powers, Mark Lazerus, Julian McKenzie2-2 minutes 18/03/2023 

 

Most NHL fans unconditionally love their team’s goal song. Whether you 
embrace it from the beginning or not, the song eventually becomes 
associated with celebration and you can’t help but join in. If you’re a 
Hurricanes fan and Petey Pablo’s “Raise Up” comes on, you’re getting 
out of your seat. 

But is your team’s song one of the better ones? Has it become stale with 
time? Is it pretentious? Is it simply a bad song? Or, objectively speaking, 
can you admit another team just has the perfect song? 

It’s time to voice your opinion. 

Using the following survey, we invite you to rate each NHL team’s goal 
song from 1 to 10. We’ve excluded the three teams — the Sabres, 
Panthers and Capitals — that have player-specific goal songs. We’ll 
close the survey next week and tabulate the results. Please add any 
more detailed opinions at the bottom of the survey. 

(Note: If you’re having issues with the form below, try using two fingers to 
scroll along the side of your screen, as that often resolves the issue. If 
that doesn’t help, please feel free to go directly to the Google Form using 
this link.) 
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ESPN / NHL playoff WATCH: Projections for Rangers, Penguins 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

10–13 minutes 

12:00 PM 

 

As the New York Rangers and Pittsburgh Penguins get set for Saturday 
night's game (8 ET, ABC and ESPN+), they are both in great shape to 
qualify for the 2023 Stanley Cup playoffs. According to FiveThirtyEight, 
the Rangers have a greater than 99% chance of making the postseason, 
while the Penguins' chances are 73%. But what happens when they get 
there? And could they meet again for another epic showdown like last 
year's? 

The Rangers are on track for a first-round matchup against their Hudson 
River rival New Jersey Devils. The Devils won the first tilt between the 
teams 5-3 on Nov. 28. Each has won a 4-3 overtime decision in the time 
since, and they'll play again on March 30. 

Money Puck gives the Rangers a 26.1% chance of making the second 
round of the playoffs (where they'd potentially meet the Penguins again), 
15.8% chance of making the conference final, 2.0% chance of making 
the Stanley Cup Final, and 0.7% chance of winning it all. 

As for the Penguins, they appear poised to take on the Carolina 
Hurricanes in the first round. The Pens have lost two games cleanly to 
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the Canes and two other games in OT; however, all of those were during 
the "we have Andrei Svechnikov in the lineup" era of Canes 2022-23 
hockey. A lineup without Svechnikov would theoretically be less powerful. 

Despite Svechnikov's absence, Money Puck doesn't love the Pens' 
chances of winning the series, but it does offer a slightly rosier picture 
than the Rangers' if they do get past the Metro Division: It's a 25.2% 
chance for a trip to the second round, 10.6% chance of making the 
conference final, 4.4% chance of making the Stanley Cup Final, and 
1.9% chance of winning the Cup. 

As we enter the final stretch of the regular season, it's time to check all 
the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for position in the 
2023 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Boston Bruins vs. WC2 New York Islanders 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 Pittsburgh Penguins 

M2 New Jersey Devils vs. M3 New York Rangers 

Western Conference 

C1 Dallas Stars vs. WC1 Seattle Kraken 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 Colorado Avalanche 

P1 Vegas Golden Knights vs. WC2 Winnipeg Jets 

P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Edmonton Oilers 

Saturday's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All games not on ESPN, TNT or NHL Network 
are available via NHL Power Play, which is included in an ESPN+ 
subscription (local blackout restrictions apply). 

Colorado Avalanche at Detroit Red Wings, 1 p.m. (NHLN) 

Boston Bruins at Minnesota Wild, 2 p.m. 

Winnipeg Jets at Nashville Predators, 2 p.m. 

Edmonton Oilers at Seattle Kraken, 4 p.m. 

Carolina Hurricanes at Philadelphia Flyers, 5 p.m. (ESPN+/Hulu) 

New Jersey Devils at Florida Panthers, 6 p.m. 

Toronto Maple Leafs at Ottawa Senators, 7 p.m. 

Montreal Canadiens at Tampa Bay Lightning, 7 p.m. 

Pittsburgh Penguins at New York Rangers, 8 p.m. (ABC/ESPN+) 

Dallas Stars at Calgary Flames, 10 p.m. 

Vancouver Canucks at Los Angeles Kings, 10 p.m. 

Chicago Blackhawks at Arizona Coyotes, 10:30 p.m. 

New York Islanders at San Jose Sharks, 10:30 p.m. (NHLN) 

Friday's scoreboard 

Watch "In the Crease" on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Philadelphia Flyers 5, Buffalo Sabres 2 

Toronto Maple Leafs 5, Carolina Hurricanes 2 

St. Louis Blues 5, Washington Capitals 2 

Anaheim Ducks 7, Columbus Blue Jackets 4 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

x - Boston Bruins 

Points: 107 

Regulation wins: 44 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 131 

Next game: @ MIN (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 91 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 110 

Next game: @ OTT (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 88 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 105 

Next game: vs. MTL (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 75 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 90 

Next game: vs. NJ (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 55% 
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Tragic number: 25 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 87 

Next game: vs. BOS (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 8% 

Tragic number: 22 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 84 

Next game: vs. TOR (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 2% 

Tragic number: 20 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 85 

Next game: vs. COL (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 2% 

Tragic number: 21 

Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 60 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 71 

Next game: @ TB (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 1% 

Tragic number: 8 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 96 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 118 

Next game: @ PHI (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New Jersey Devils 

Points: 95 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 115 

Next game: @ FLA (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 88 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 106 

Next game: vs. PIT (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 78 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 94 

Next game: @ NYR (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 73% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 78 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 12 

Points pace: 91 

Next game: @ SJ (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 50% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 25 
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Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 12 

Points pace: 86 

Next game: @ MIN (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 6% 

Tragic number: 19 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 23 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 74 

Next game: vs. CAR (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 11 

e - Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 60 

Next game: @ VGK (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Central Division 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 103 

Next game: @ CGY (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 86 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 104 

Next game: vs. BOS (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 103 

Next game: @ DET (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 94 

Next game: @ NSH (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 58% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 75 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Points pace: 93 

Next game: vs. WPG (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 27% 

Tragic number: 28 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 78 

Next game: vs. WPG (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 14 

Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 75 

Next game: vs. CHI (Saturday) 
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Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 10 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 65 

Next game: @ ARI (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 3 

Pacific Division 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 90 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 107 

Next game: vs. CBJ (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 89 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 106 

Next game: vs. VAN (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 36 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 100 

Next game: @ SEA (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 98% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Seattle Kraken 

Points: 83 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 100 

Next game: vs. EDM (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 93% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 90 

Next game: vs. DAL (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 26% 

Tragic number: 23 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Points pace: 77 

Next game: @ LA (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 14 

Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 56 

Regulation wins: 13 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 67 

Next game: vs. VAN (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 3 

e - San Jose Sharks 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 14 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 62 

Next game: vs. NYI (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

X -- Clinched playoff berth; E -- Eliminated from playoff contention 

Race for the No. 1 pick 
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The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order of the first round, so 
the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 selection. 
As of 2021, a team might move up a maximum of 10 spots if it wins the 
lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 pick. Full 
details on the process can be found here. Sitting No. 1 on the draft board 
for this summer is Connor Bedard, who has been lauded as a 
generational talent. 

1. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 15 

2. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 14 

3. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 16 

4. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 56 

Regulation wins: 13 

5. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 60 

Regulation wins: 18 

6. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 23 

7. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 18 

8. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 19 

9. St. Louis Blues 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 22 

10. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 24 

11. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 26 

12. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 25 

13. Washington Capitals 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 25 

14. Nashville Predators 

Points: 75 

Regulation wins: 25 

15. Florida Panthers* 

Points: 75 

Regulation wins: 29 

16. Calgary Flames 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 25 

Notes on traded picks impacting the top 16: 
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Sportsnet.ca / ‘A lot of emotions’: Matt Murray stands tall for Maple Leafs 
in marathon shootout 

 

Luke Fox | March 19, 2023, 1:19 AM 

7–9 minutes 

 

OTTAWA – Matt Murray’s head was buried in his hands when the hockey 
finally finished. 

When 48 saves through a breakneck 65 minutes, plus six more in a 
never-ending shootout, had already been completed. 

When Alexander Kerfoot — the 18th shooter in the longest skills 
competition of Murray’s eight-year career — slipped the long-deferred 
winner five-hole through Mads Sogaard and sealed a hectic revenge 
victory for the goalie both teams are paying to play. 

“I wasn’t watching. Just listening,” Murray said, following the Toronto 
Maple Leafs’ wild 5-4 victory at Canadian Tire Centre. 

“Marathon of a game. Super exciting game to be a part of. A lot of 
emotion out there. A lot of energy in the building. Obviously nice to get 
that extra point, so it was a fun win to be a part of.” 

Murray needed this one. 

Not as badly as the Maple Leafs — skating sluggish on the second half 
of a back-to-back — needed him to stand tall in the face of a rested and 
desperate Ottawa Senators squad. 

Yes, Murray surrendered four goals for the sixth consecutive start, 
including Brady Tkachuk’s Grade-A game-tying strike with 11 ticks left in 
regulation. And yes, Toronto’s video coaches helped swiftly wiped 
another third-period Senators goal off the board by catching an offside. 

But make no mistake: Murray delivered far and away his best 
performance since Jan. 11, when he stole two points against the 
Nashville Predators. 

With Toronto under siege early and often, Murray came up big on 
breakaways, odd-man rushes and cross-seam plays. Then outlasted his 
foil to secure the Maple Leafs’ first shootout win of the season. 

Surely, in a season derailed by two injuries and spotty with starts and 
consistency, Saturday’s homecoming was one to bookmark — even if 
Murray himself did his darnedest to frame it as just another game. 
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“One thing I know about Matt Murray: He is unflappable and extremely 
confident in who he is,” said coach Sheldon Keefe, aware of the goalie’s 
doubters. 

“Once you’ve won two Stanley Cups, I don’t think you can care about 
much else that’s going on.” 

The Maple Leafs have been patient with last summer’s big bet in net. 

General manager Kyle Dubas repeatedly denied having any interest in 
exploring the trade market for help in the crease, even as Murray’s ankle 
recovery lingered for weeks. Even after Murray false-started his first two 
appearances against these same Sens on game day. 

Well, Murray was the patient one on this evening. 

The hungry Senators outshot their visitors to the tune of 19-9 in a 
lopsided first period, yet only a fluky sky-high bloop-single ricochet off 
Julien Gauthier beat Murray after it lobbed over his head. And Toronto 
escaped the first 20 minutes with a 1-1 scoreboard. 

“They outplayed us in the first for sure, and he kept us in the game,” 
Calle Järnkrok said. 

Added Auston Matthews: “He was a brick wall tonight. He was so solid 
and came up with some big saves for us, which is massive. Just kept 
playing. He doesn't get rattled in there. He’s just on to the next shot and 
on to the next play.” 

So what if Ottawa’s playoff odds have slumped to 0.9 per cent, according 
to MoneyPuck.com? The Sens played like we’re saying they have a 
chance.  

They threw 52 pucks at Murray and out-attempted the Leafs 93-51 — 
easily the most pucks directed at Toronto’s net all season. 

“I'm sure it’ll do lots for us confidence. It was good he was busy. We've 
been talking about how he hasn't been busy in terms of the workload. 
Even in the games he’s played of late here, I think he’s done a good job 
but hasn't gotten enough of the perimeter-type shots to really get him 
engaged in the game and to get a proper workload and inflate his 
numbers,” said Keefe, with a wink to the CTC’s shot counter.  

“Somebody in the building here must’ve liked him. He must’ve been nice 
to someone, because I think he got about 10 bonus saves out of this one 
here tonight. But no question, they threw a lot at him. A lot of traffic at the 
same time. He handled it really well.” 

A brief and subdued “Welcome back, Matt Murray” announcement on the 
Jumbotron — no video, just a photo — was greeted with a mixed 
reaction, and Murray fielded a few boos when he accidentally on purpose 
popped his post off its moorings during one of the Sens’ many attacks. 

His two years playing for this town are complicated. And while the ending 
wasn’t pleasant, Murray has declined multiple opportunities to rehash his 
days in Kanata. 

“A lot of emotions” is all he allowed of his return. He says it was nice to 
see the security guards and reconnect with the Sens staff that took care 
of him through last winter’s rehabs.  

“It’s good to be back,” he said. 

Even better, surely, to come back and steal a win on tilted ice. 

“It was a really exciting game. Pretty electric atmosphere out there. Both 
sides had a lot of fans in the crowd, and both sides were real loud. A lot 
of energy. So, it was a real fun game,” Murray said. 

He senses one to build on. 

“I’ve felt better each and every game since I’ve been back.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Smartly, the Maple Leafs are embracing load management like it’s a 
warm hug from Carlton the Bear. 

Ilya Samsonov was given a break from travel to rest some minor ailments 
and spend time with wife Mariya, who is expecting a baby any day now. 
Joseph Woll was recalled for backup duty. 

Mark Giordano, the NHL’s oldest skater, was granted his first night off all 
season. 

Keefe explains that he spoke with all eight of his D-men this week and 
explained there will be rest days coming in preparation for the playoffs. 
Giordano understood. 

“Good chance for us to give Gio a break here,” Keefe said. “He’s played 
a lot of minutes this season, probably more than we anticipated.” 

• Calle Järnkrok has risen to his recent assignment as Auston Matthews’ 
winger. 

The Swede set a career high Saturday with his 16th and 17th goals, and 
both shots were teed up by Matthews. He’s running hot on a four-game 
point streak (3-3–6). 

Keefe noted that with all the line juggling going on this week, Matthews 
“felt strongly” about continuing to skate with Järnkrok. 

• D.J. Smith hard-matched Artem Zub and rookie Jake Sanderson 
against Matthews’ line, partly because Thomas Chabot has been playing 
through injury and partly because of the coach’s trust in Sanderson. 

“He can play against anyone,” Smith asserts.  

Because the physical 20-year-old refuses to cheat for offence and is 
smart with his stick and positioning, he’s only taken six minutes in 
penalties through 64 games.  

“He doesn’t take lazy penalties,” Smith says. 

• Tkachuk delivered some high praise for 22-year-old Sogaard this week: 
“He’s our goalie of the future, and he’s gonna take us to the Stanley 
Cup.” 

Sogaard missed his captain’s blessing because he deleted social-media 
apps from his phone once he got called up to the NHL. He only found out 
Saturday when a reporter relayed the quote. 

“That means a lot,” Sogaard said. “I’m glad you told me that.” 

• Saturday marked Wayne Simmonds’ first hockey game in 45 days. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames Takeaways: Calgary suffers yet another 
'frustrating' OT loss vs. Stars 

 

Eric Francis | March 19, 2023, 2:37 AM 

4–5 minutes 

 

MacKenzie Weegar had just played his most productive game as a 
Flame, yet his post-game assessment was even sharper than his three-
point outing would suggest. 

“It just comes down to one play, and we’ve got to start making that play,” 
he said following a(nother) crushing, 6-5 overtime loss to the Dallas 
Stars.   

“I thought we had some good chances in overtime to win, but we came 
up short. 

“We just have to find a way to make that play. 

“What are we going to do, let it crush us?” 
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If overtime was settled by a coin flip, the Calgary Flames would be sitting 
in a playoff spot. 

It’s not, so they’re not. 

For the 15th time in 21 games decided after 60 minutes, the Calgary 
Flames found a way to squander an increasingly crucial second point. 

A few minutes after Weegar's defensive partner, Rasmus Andersson, hit 
the goalpost in overtime, Jason Robertson added insult to injury by 
banking a backhander in off the post the Flames had hit four times 
earlier. 

“Another overtime loss – losing these points is crushing us,” said Blake 
Coleman on Sportsnet Fan 960, after the team’s 12th overtime loss in 16 
tries.  

“It’s been a theme.  

“It’s killing us right now.  

“Four or five posts... if one of those goes in it’s a different story, but that’s 
the way it’s been going.  

“I thought we deserved better.” 

They did. 

Despite spotting the Stars a 2-0 lead two minutes in, and down 3-1 after 
one, the Flames battled back to take 4-3 and 5-4 leads the Stars 
responded quickly to. 

Even in other cities overtime isn’t being kind to the Flames, as the Jets 
extended their lead on the Flames to four points with an extra frame win 
over Nashville, who are one back of Calgary. 

Weegar kickstarted the Flames’ three-goal surge midway through the 
second period with a goal that won a lucky fan a trip to Vegas as part of 
Cowboys Niteclub’s Minute-to-Win-it contest. 

The fan happened to be wearing Weegar’s jersey, which is a hell of a 
coincidence as he scored for the second game in a row after stopping a 
30-game goal-less streak. 

It seemed it would be his night alongside Andersson, as the two 
combined for two goals and six points before Andersson’s luck ran out in 
overtime. 

“Especially the second period we felt good, were contributing, and that’s 
kind of our job,” said Andersson, whose goal midway through the third 
period put the Flames up 5-4, only to have Jani Hakanpaa respond two 
minutes later.   

“We’ve got to keep doing that. 

“Tough one though. Obviously we hit the post and had a couple looks.  

“We haven’t scored the goal. 

“It’s frustrating. We’ve lost 15 games in overtime.” 

The two teams combined for 31 goals in their three-game series this 
season. 

In their seven-game playoff series last spring they combined for 29. 

“Crazy eh,” chuckled Darryl Sutter, who sat Milan Lucic and Jakob 
Pelletier in the press box. 

“Got their money’s worth, that’s for sure. 

“We had a lot of good opportunities. Disappointing we didn’t score 
though. 

“There’s a difference in snipers for both teams, that’s clear. 

“Fought back twice - take it.” 

Not many options, really, as the team heads to LA and Anaheim for 
games Monday and Tuesday. 

“Stay in the moment boys,” said Sutter when asked about his message to 
the troops, who have 12 games left to make up the deficit in the 
standings. 

“Everybody is trying to push you away – stay there. 

“Stay focused on the next one. That’s how you win in this league.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers once again showcase offensive talent in loose affair 
vs. Kraken 

 

Mark Spector | March 18, 2023, 8:55 PM 

4–6 minutes 

 

NHL Highlights: Oilers 6, Kraken 4 

Evander Kane collected his second hat trick of the season and the sixth 
of his career while Connor McDavid added three points including a goal 
to his historic season totals as the Edmonton Oilers defeated the Seattle 
Kraken 6-4. 

Certain wins are a portent of playoff success, like that defensive gem 
Edmonton pitched at Dallas in a 4-1 win on Thursday. Then there are 
wins like the Saturday’s victory in Seattle, which remind us of something 
else:  

If the game is going to get sloppy, devolving into high event hockey and a 
race to six, the Edmonton Oilers don’t mind playing that way one bit, 
thank you very much.  

The Oilers gave up plenty on a sloppy Saturday afternoon in Seattle, but 
Evander Kane scored a hat trick in a crucial 6-4 road win, a regulation 
victory that drops Seattle three points back of Edmonton in the Pacific 
Division. Four points, really, when you consider that Edmonton has the 
tie-breaker over Seattle, having won three of four meetings this season.  

In the end, Edmonton just outscored the Kraken in an entertaining game 
where Natural Stat Trick had the scoring chances at 30-24 for Seattle in 
all situations. The Oilers scored first, then made sure Seattle never 
scored more than one goal in a row. 

“They had some good moments, where they pushed and had some zone 
time,” allowed Kane, who has 13 goals in just 29 games this season. 
“Stuey made some big saves down the stretch and early on in the game 
to keep us with that lead. Every time they scored we were able to answer 
back. 

“I think that's a sign of a good hockey team.”  

Edmonton got a solid 33 saves from Stuart Skinner, who was making his 
sixth straight start — and ninth in the past 10 games – while Seattle got 
below average work from both of their goalies.  

Goaltending is why the Seattle Kraken will be the latest version of “eight 
wasted days” in the post-season, only in opposite fashion of the way 
Flames coach Darryl Sutter referenced the powerhouse Colorado 
Avalanche a year ago. You can’t win with goaltending like the Kraken 
had on Saturday.  

The game opened with a weak goal allowed by Philipp Grubauer, and 
closed on a softie let in by replacement ‘tendy Martin Jones. The final 
shots on goal read 37-23 in Seattle’s favour, the final score 6-4, with 
Seattle’s Eeli Tolvanen finally cashing in garbage time for Seattle’s fourth 
goal.  
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In between, the Oilers were not exactly air-tight, but when you score six, 
you don’t have to be. If they needed eight, the Oilers probably could have 
got there.  

“There were moments when (the Kraken) hemmed us in, but that’s the 
way they play,” said Oilers head coach Jay Woodcroft. “You’ve got to 
give them credit — they do a lot of really good things, and they're an 
offensive team. So you're not going to be perfect defensively all the time. 
That's why you need a goaltender and he made some big saves when 
called upon.”  

We shouldn’t be surprised that the Oilers and Kraken scored 10 on a 
Saturday afternoon. Edmonton is the top scoring team in the NHL, at 
3.97 goals per game, while Seattle is fifth at 3.48. Meanwhile, the Oilers 
only know one way to play on Hockey Night in Canada, totalling 33 goals 
by both teams in their past three Saturday tilts.  

As usual, Connor McDavid (1-2-3) and Leon Draisaitl (three assists) 
feasted in a loose affair, with three points apiece. But Mattias Ekholm 
had another three assists, Kane appears to be finding his range, and 
Zach Hyman returned after missing two games to score for the first time 
in five games.  

It marks Hyman’s first ever 30-goal season, on an Oilers team that has 
led the league in offence all season long. Having Kane and Hyman 
chipping in, with Ryan Nugent-Hopkins (85 points) having a career year, 
this is becoming a mighty a tough team to defend.  

“That's part of my job, to be productive for this group,” offered Kane. “I 
mean, we have the best two players in the world, but they can't carry a 
team and win a championship. You need everybody pulling their weight.  

“Recently we've gotten some really good depth scoring for the bottom 
half of our lineup. That's been huge in some of our wins lately. You need 
everybody going down the stretch here and in the postseason.”  

Edmonton comes home to face San Jose and Arizona this week, before 
Vegas visits on Saturday. 
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