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Hurricanes brace for brutal stretch of schedule against multiple Stanley Cup contenders 

By Chip Alexander 

Morrisville 

The New York Rangers are suddenly scoring touchdowns, or 
so it seems. 
Check out the scores. In the past two games, the Rangers 
beat the Pittsburgh Penguins 6-0 and then hammered the 
Nashville Predators 7-0. 
Next up: the Carolina Hurricanes. Twice. 
Call it bad timing for Carolina or simply the way the schedule 
falls, but the Canes and Rangers face off Tuesday in New 
York’s Madison Square Garden, then return to Raleigh for a 
Thursday game at PNC Arena.  
And, for the Canes, there will be a back-to-back with the 
Toronto Maples Leafs and the Boston Bruins on Saturday 
and Sunday at PNC Arena.  
“We knew we had a tough end of the season and it doesn’t 
get much tougher than what we’ve got coming up,” Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said Monday after practice at 
Invisalign Arena. “But one day at a time, and we’ll take the 
rest as it comes.” 
Yes, Brind’Amour has seen the recent Rangers’ results and 
their scoring binges of late, 
Surprising? 
“Not really,” Brnd’Amour said. “They’ve got talent and they 
can put the puck in the net. We know they’ve got one of the 
best teams, just like (New) Jersey is. I mean, our division is a 
tough division. We know we’ve got our work cut out for us.” 
The Hurricanes (45-15-8) have been battling the Devils for 
the Metropolitan Division lead seemingly all season, and held 
a one-point lead Monday after New Jersey’s victory Sunday 
at Tampa Bay. The Rangers (41-19-10) were third in the 
Metro, six points behind the Canes after winning four straight 
and six of their past seven to pull closer.  
“It’s that time of year when we’re rolling into the big picture of 
the playoffs,” Caves captain Jordan Staal said Monday. 
“Playing teams like this will keep you sharpened. It’s good to 
play against the good teams. They’re all dialed in and ready 
to go. 
“We need to get some W’s and stay where we are in the 
standings.” 
The Canes barely got a W - or any points - the last time out, 
needing a goal by Martin Necas in the final second of 
regulation Saturday to tie the Philadelphia Flyers. Sebastian 
Aho then won it quickly in overtime with his third goal as the 
Canes stole away from the Wells Fargo Center with two 
points.  
As the Canes continue to adjust to the loss of power forward 
Andrei Svechnikov, Brind’Amour shook up his lines 

Saturday, moving Jordan Martinook to Aho’s line and 
breaking up the dependable Staal line. Aho’s hat trick 
against the Flyers came after going seven games without a 
point. 
“We obviously got lighter up front and we wanted to see if 
there are other things we can maybe get, and a little 
chemistry,” Brind’Amour said. 
Brind’Amour had Martinook on Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s line 
Monday at practice with Teuvo Teravainen, as Necas was 
moved to Aho’s line. 
“He adds pace and a little energy to your line,” Brind’Amour 
said of Martinook. “He’s kind of a catalyst.” 
The Rangers hammered the Pens 6-0 on Saturday as goalie 
Igor Shesterkin picked up the shutout. They were even better 
Sunday against the Preds, scoring six goals in the first period 
as K’Andre Miller became the first defenseman in franchise 
history to have four points in a period – two goals and two 
assists. Jaroslav Halak had the shutout in net. 
According to the Rangers, New York became the sixth team 
in NHL history to record back-to-back shutouts while scoring 
six or more goals, and the first since the 1977-78 Flyers. 
“These next two games are big, obviously, and the next four 
games,” Canes defenseman Brady Skjei said Monday. “You 
can’t look ahead, but this (Rangers) team is on a nice little 
run right now. I’ve seen the scores. They’re playing well and 
it will be a tough match for us.” 
It was too tough of a matchup in the 2022 playoffs. The 
Canes could not win one of the three road games at the 
Garden in the second-round series, generally unraveling in 
each one, then lost Game 7 to the Rangers at PNC Arena. 
The Rangers have loaded up for this year’s playoffs, trading 
for such starpower as Patrick Kane from the Chicago 
Blackhawks and Vladimir Tarasenko from the St. Louis Blues 
before the NHL deadline.  
“They definitely added some very elite offensive players,” 
Skjei said.”You’ve got to be smart. Obviously we can’t take 
many penalties or that team will eat you up.” 
The Pens and Preds can attest to that. 

Svechnikov ‘feeling good’ after surgery 

Andrei Svechnikov used his Twitter account Monday to say 
he is “feeling good after surgery and can’t wait to get back to 
work.” Svechnikov has had knee surgery to repair a torn right 
ACL that ended his season. 
Svechnikov addressed the tweet to the “Caniacs,” thanked 
them for their support and wrote: “I’ll be cheering the boys on 
with you the rest of the season.” 
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Preview: March 21 at New York 

Canes begin an important four-game week in "The Big 
Apple" 

By Walt Ruff 

NEW YORK - The Carolina Hurricanes and New York 
Rangers will go head-to-head for the first of two times in 
three days Tuesday. 
When: Tuesday, March 21 
Puck Drop: 7 p.m. ET 
Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports+ 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 
Canes Record: 45-15-8 (98 Points, 1st, Metropolitan 
Division) 
Canes Last Game: 5-4 Win (OT) over the Philadelphia Flyers 
on Saturday, March 18 
Rangers Record: 41-19-20 (92 Points, 3rd, Metropolitan 
Division) 
Rangers Last Game: 7-0 Win over the Nashville Predators 
on Sunday, March 19 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS THIS SEASON 

 Tuesday, January 3: The Canes historic win (11) 
and point (17) streaks are halted with a 5-3 loss in 
New York. 

 Saturday, February 11: Artemi Panarin scores four, 
giving Carolina their first regulation loss in over a 
month. 

NEWS & NOTES 

Last Time Out: The Canes led 3-2 at the end of 40 minutes 
on Saturday, but two goals in the third by Philadelphia had 
the team a second away from an ugly-looking defeat. 
Instead, the team pulled a rabbit out of their hat, getting a 
goal from Martin Necas with 0.3 seconds left, forcing their 
20th overtime of the season. Then, just 28 seconds into OT, 
Sebastian Aho earned the game-winner. 
 Stay Hot, Skjeisy: Brady Skjei takes on his former team 
tonight, riding a three-game goal streak. Scoring against 
Winnipeg, Toronto, and Philadelphia, only four defensemen 
in the NHL (Erik Karlsson, Dougie Hamilton, Roman Josi, 
and Cale Makar) have more goals than Skjei (16) this 
season. He is also now just three goals shy of tying Hamilton 
for the most by a defenseman in a single season in Canes 
history. 
In Net: Rod Brind'Amour said post-practice Monday that the 
team hadn't made a decision yet on who would start in net 
tonight. First saying that the team would stick with the every-
other-game rotation of Pyotr Kochetkov and Frederik 
Andersen, he then said that the team has had a couple of 
days since their last game. If the team sticks with the 
rotation, Kochetkov would be looking to bounce back from a 
defeat suffered Friday night in Toronto. Should the team go 

back to Andersen, he would be hoping to earn a third straight 
win after stopping 29 in Philadelphia on Saturday. 
Tonight, Tonight: The Canes will not hold a morning skate to 
start the day. Rod Brind'Amour will meet with the media pre-
game at 4:45 p.m. 
  
Hats Off For Sebastian: Sebastian Aho recorded his third hat 
trick of the season Saturday in Philadelphia. Now tied for 
third in franchise history with seven in his career, only Eric 
Staal (13) and Ron Francis (9) have produced more. This 
season, Tage Thompson of the Buffalo Sabres (4) is the only 
player in the NHL with more three-goal performances. 
Always Open Late: Martin Necas tied the NHL record by 
scoring his third game-tying goal in the final minute of 
regulation Saturday in Philadelphia. 
Staalwart: Jordan Staal is set to play in his 729th game with 
the Hurricanes, tying Glen Wesley for the second-most 
games played in team history. Only Eric Staal (909) has 
more. 
Just Find Three: One of Carolina's biggest assignments for 
the remainder of the season is finding ways to score goals 
without Andrei Svechnikov and Max Pacioretty. Statistics 
show that Rod Brind'Amour's group doesn't need much, in 
fact, three may be their magic number. When scoring three 
goals this season, the Canes are 40-4-4. 
On The Other Side: There is no team in the NHL hotter than 
the New York Rangers at the moment. Posting a 6-0 shutout 
of the Pittsburgh Penguins on Friday, the group followed it up 
with a 7-0 blanking of the Nashville Predators on Sunday. 
Mika Zibanejad has posted nine points in his last four games, 
one of nine players that have produced a point-per-game or 
better over the last week for the team. In net, Igor Shesterkin 
has won his last five starts, allowing a total of just nine goals 
during the run. 

INJURY UPDATES 

Injuries are listed below in chronological order. 

 Forward Ondrej Kase has been in concussion 
protocol since October 13. Don Waddell said on 
March 3 that the team is not planning on him 
returning this season. 

 Forward Max Pacioretty tore his Achilles tendon for 
the second time in six months on January 19. 

 Goaltender Antti Raanta suffered a lower-body 
injury on March 7. On Monday (March 20), Rod 
Brind'Amour said that Raanta skated in the morning 
and felt good, and the next step in his return would 
be joining the team for a full practice. 

 All-Star forward Andrei Svechnikov is out 
indefinitely due to a knee injury suffered on March 
11 versus Vegas. The team announced on March 
14 that he will miss the remainder of the season, 
plus playoffs, due to an ACL injury. 
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ADDITIONAL GAME INFORMATION 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes will be wearing their 
white uniforms with red helmets tonight. 

AFTER THE FINAL HORN 
The Canes will travel back to Raleigh post-game and are 
scheduled to practice on Wednesday. They'll then take on 
the Rangers at home on Thursday night. 

 
 

 

Carolina Hurricanes @ New York Rangers: Game Preview 

The Carolina Hurricanes will look to try and beat the New 
York Rangers for the first time this season. 
By Ryan Henkel 

Another monumental clash between Metro division titans is 
upon us and tonight it will be the Carolina Hurricanes facing 
off against the New York Rangers at MSG, aka the cursed 
lands. 
The Canes have yet to beat the Rags this season, losing 5-3 
in January and 6-2 in February, so will March prove to be a 
more fruitful month for the team that assuredly has some 
playoff grievances they’d like to air out? 
The new faces to New York’s lineup, Vladimir Tarasenko and 
Patrick Kane will surely give Carolina’s backend even more 
trouble than they were already having, so this will be a good 
litmus test to see how the Hurricanes are holding up at this 
point of the season. 
And if the one matchup doesn’t seem like enough, there’ll be 
another one right after it as the Hurricanes will host the 
Rangers at PNC Arena on Thursday, just two days later. 

Game Notes 

 Brady Skjei is currently on a three-game goal 
scoring streak. Will he keep it going against his 
former team? 

 Sticking with Skjei, his 15 goals this season are 
both a career high, and the fifth most among all 
defensemen currently. He also sits only three 
behind Dougie Hamilton’s team record for goals by 
a defensemen in a single season (18). 

 The blueline scoring is also on pace to set a new 
franchise record. The Hurricanes currently pace the 
league in scoring by defensemen with 46 tallies, 
and they just need six more tallies to set the new 
franchise record (51 goals on both 79-80 and 80-
81). 

 The Rangers are coming off of consecutive 
shutouts while also scoring at least 6+ goals in each 
of those games. Talk about effectiveness on both 
ends. 

 New York also heads into the game on a seven-
game point streak and winners of their last four.

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article273373315.html#storylink=mainstage_lead 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-march-21-at-new-york/c-342471042 
https://www.canescountry.com/2023/3/21/23649663/carolina-hurricanes-new-york-rangers-game-preview 
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Hurricanes brace for brutal stretch of schedule against multiple Stanley 
Cup contenders 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

The New York Rangers are suddenly scoring touchdowns, or so it 
seems. 

Check out the scores. In the past two games, the Rangers beat the 
Pittsburgh Penguins 6-0 and then hammered the Nashville Predators 7-
0. 

Next up: the Carolina Hurricanes. Twice. 

Call it bad timing for Carolina or simply the way the schedule falls, but the 
Canes and Rangers face off Tuesday in New York’s Madison Square 
Garden, then return to Raleigh for a Thursday game at PNC Arena. 

And, for the Canes, there will be a back-to-back with the Toronto Maples 
Leafs and the Boston Bruins on Saturday and Sunday at PNC Arena. 

“We knew we had a tough end of the season and it doesn’t get much 
tougher than what we’ve got coming up,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said Monday after practice at Invisalign Arena. “But one day at a time, 
and we’ll take the rest as it comes.” 

Yes, Brind’Amour has seen the recent Rangers’ results and their scoring 
binges of late, 

Surprising? 

“Not really,” Brnd’Amour said. “They’ve got talent and they can put the 
puck in the net. We know they’ve got one of the best teams, just like 
(New) Jersey is. I mean, our division is a tough division. We know we’ve 
got our work cut out for us.” 

The Hurricanes (45-15-8) have been battling the Devils for the 
Metropolitan Division lead seemingly all season, and held a one-point 
lead Monday after New Jersey’s victory Sunday at Tampa Bay. The 
Rangers (41-19-10) were third in the Metro, six points behind the Canes 
after winning four straight and six of their past seven to pull closer. 

“It’s that time of year when we’re rolling into the big picture of the 
playoffs,” Caves captain Jordan Staal said Monday. “Playing teams like 
this will keep you sharpened. It’s good to play against the good teams. 
They’re all dialed in and ready to go. 

“We need to get some W’s and stay where we are in the standings.” 

The Canes barely got a W - or any points - the last time out, needing a 
goal by Martin Necas in the final second of regulation Saturday to tie the 
Philadelphia Flyers. Sebastian Aho then won it quickly in overtime with 
his third goal as the Canes stole away from the Wells Fargo Center with 
two points. 

As the Canes continue to adjust to the loss of power forward Andrei 
Svechnikov, Brind’Amour shook up his lines Saturday, moving Jordan 
Martinook to Aho’s line and breaking up the dependable Staal line. Aho’s 
hat trick against the Flyers came after going seven games without a 
point. 

“We obviously got lighter up front and we wanted to see if there are other 
things we can maybe get, and a little chemistry,” Brind’Amour said. 

Brind’Amour had Martinook on Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s line Monday at 
practice with Teuvo Teravainen, as Necas was moved to Aho’s line. 

“He adds pace and a little energy to your line,” Brind’Amour said of 
Martinook. “He’s kind of a catalyst.” 

The Rangers hammered the Pens 6-0 on Saturday as goalie Igor 
Shesterkin picked up the shutout. They were even better Sunday against 
the Preds, scoring six goals in the first period as K’Andre Miller became 
the first defenseman in franchise history to have four points in a period – 
two goals and two assists. Jaroslav Halak had the shutout in net. 

According to the Rangers, New York became the sixth team in NHL 
history to record back-to-back shutouts while scoring six or more goals, 
and the first since the 1977-78 Flyers. 

“These next two games are big, obviously, and the next four games,” 
Canes defenseman Brady Skjei said Monday. “You can’t look ahead, but 
this (Rangers) team is on a nice little run right now. I’ve seen the scores. 
They’re playing well and it will be a tough match for us.” 

It was too tough of a matchup in the 2022 playoffs. The Canes could not 
win one of the three road games at the Garden in the second-round 
series, generally unraveling in each one, then lost Game 7 to the 
Rangers at PNC Arena. 

The Rangers have loaded up for this year’s playoffs, trading for such 
starpower as Patrick Kane from the Chicago Blackhawks and Vladimir 
Tarasenko from the St. Louis Blues before the NHL deadline. 

“They definitely added some very elite offensive players,” Skjei 
said.”You’ve got to be smart. Obviously we can’t take many penalties or 
that team will eat you up.” 

The Pens and Preds can attest to that. 

Svechnikov ‘feeling good’ after surgery 

Andrei Svechnikov used his Twitter account Monday to say he is “feeling 
good after surgery and can’t wait to get back to work.” Svechnikov has 
had knee surgery to repair a torn right ACL that ended his season. 

Svechnikov addressed the tweet to the “Caniacs,” thanked them for their 
support and wrote: “I’ll be cheering the boys on with you the rest of the 
season.”coverage of the Canes’ 2006 Stanley Cup run. 

News Observer LOADED: 03.21.2023 
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Rangers' Ryan Lindgren on precipice of injury return 

 

Mollie Walker 
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The Rangers’ defense corps may finally be at full strength. 

Ryan Lindgren is primed to return to the lineup Tuesday night against the 
Hurricanes at Madison Square Garden, after head coach Gerard Gallant 
said Sunday night that he would “bet a lot” the 25-year-old defenseman 
will be ready to go in the next game. 

The Rangers have been without Lindgren since he suffered a shoulder 
injury on a hit from the Capitals’ T.J. Oshie on Feb. 25. 

He’s missed the last 11 games, which is far and away the longest injury 
stretch of Lindgren’s five-year NHL career. 

Despite returning to practice with the team during its last road trip to 
Montreal, Buffalo and Pittsburgh, Lindgren was ultimately not ready to 
play and ended up backtracking to individual skates and off-ice workouts. 

It was always clear that the Rangers, who managed to go 8-2-1 without 
him, weren’t going to rush the Minnesota native. 

As always seems to be the case, however, the Rangers have not been 
the same team defensively without him. 

“It’s noticeable in the locker room as well,” Mika Zibanejad said a couple 
weeks ago of Lindgren’s absence. “Obviously, well-liked guy. He comes 
to work every day. He works, I would say, harder than anyone and just 
the sacrifice he makes and everything. 

“He’s been playing with [Adam] Fox for a long time, the way they have 
the chemistry. Whenever he comes back, we’re all going to be really 
happy. He’s a really good player for us, a really important player.” 

Vancouver Canucks forward J.T. Miller defends against Ryan Lindgren in 
the first period at Rogers Arena.  

The Rangers’ first-period performance on Sunday against the Predators 
etched the club into the NHL history books. 

Their five goals through the first 10:01 of play marked the fastest five 
goals to begin a game in Rangers history. 

Since 1994-95, only five teams have accomplished the feat faster. 

The Rangers also became the fourth team to score at least six goals in a 
first period this season, joining the Panthers, Kraken and Sabres. 

Artemi Panarin notched three points during the scoring onslaught, the 
11th time he has recorded that many in a single period for the Rangers. 

He trails only Rod Gilbert (13), Brian Leetch (12) and Steve Vickers (12) 
in that category. 

Zibanejad was named as the NHL’s first star of the week after the 
Swedish center posted multi-point performances in each of the Rangers’ 
previous four games. 

New York Post LOADED: 03.21.2023 
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Rangers have late season test against Metro-best Hurricanes 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

After three games in seven days against the Penguins, their first-round 
opponent in the playoffs last season, the Rangers now have a home-and-
home series with the club they met in the second round, the Hurricanes. 

As daunting as the Rangers’ second-half schedule looked, this recent 
stretch of competition feels like it’s coming at the right time for a team 
that needs to be tested. 

The Rangers, who are coming off back-to-back shutouts and riding a 
four-game win streak, have really taken off in the last few games. 

It’ll look like even more of a turning point if they can carry it over against 
the Metropolitan Division-leading Hurricanes. 

“Big games are what we play for,” Filip Chytil told The Post after the 
Rangers ravaged the Predators 7-0 Sunday night. 

The top three teams in the Metro — the Canes, Devils and Rangers — 
are so far ahead of the rest of the division, but separated from each other 
by a minuscule margin. 

With both teams still on their remaining schedule, the Rangers have a 
very real opportunity to move up in the standings. 

They trail the Devils by five points, while the Hurricanes are just a single 
point ahead of New Jersey. 

Nothing can diminish a 15-0 scoring streak over the last three games, or 
the six victories in their last seven contests, but the Rangers faced a 
depleted Predators team and a spiraling Penguins team. 

The Hurricanes did just lose star forward Andrei Svechnikov for the rest 
of the season due to a torn ACL, but Carolina will be the most 
challenging team the Rangers have faced since they got into this 
offensive groove. 

“It’s another tough opponent.” Mika Zibanejad said of Carolina, against 
whom the Rangers rallied from down 2-0 in Round 2 of the playoffs last 
postseason to win in seven games. “But at the same time, we’ve put 
ourselves in a spot where we can tell when we’re playing our game and 
what can happen when we do that. It doesn’t matter who we play. I think 
a lot of it is focusing on what we have to do. 

“We’re aware of how Carolina plays, but we’ll make sure that we stick to 
what we have to do — not adjust to them, but force them to adjust to us. 
I’m sure they’re saying the same thing.” 

The Rangers will likely have Ryan Lindgren back in the lineup on 
Tuesday after the defenseman missed the last 11 games with a shoulder 
injury. 

It’ll be a full-strength lineup for the coaching staff to fairly evaluate. 

Both teams probably view these next two games as a measuring stick for 
the playoffs. 

A major difference between last season’s end-of-season test on April 12 
and 26, however, is that the Rangers have Vincent Trocheck on their 
side of the ice now. 

The former Hurricane has elevated his play in the second half of the 
season and will ride a five-game assist streak into Tuesday. 

There’s always a chance these two teams will square off in the playoffs 
once again. 

The next two games could set the tone for that. 

“We want to play those other top teams in the league,” K’Andre Miller 
said. “I think that’s where we bring out our best.” 

New York Post LOADED: 03.21.2023 
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Rangers face Hurricanes as they make push to move up in division 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

 

For a while, it looked like a foregone conclusion that the Rangers and 
Devils were destined to meet in the first round of the playoffs. The 
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Carolina Hurricanes, it seemed, were locked into first place in the 
Metropolitan Division, the Devils were locked into second and the 
Rangers were locked into third. That meant the Devils would be hosting 
the Rangers in Game 1 of the playoffs next month. 

But now, with 3 1Ú2 weeks left in the season, things don’t look so certain 
anymore. 

Suddenly, the Rangers are surging, the Hurricanes have injury problems 
and the Devils are chasing first place while also being chased by the 
Rangers. And the Rangers have a chance to make a big statement in the 
division race with two games against Carolina this week on Tuesday at 
Madison Square Garden and Thursday in Raleigh. 

“Yeah, I mean, obviously it’s another tough opponent,’’ center Mika 
Zibanejad said of Carolina after the Rangers finished a huge weekend 
sweep of Pittsburgh and Nashville in which they outscored the opposition 
13-0. “But at the same time, I think we put ourselves in a spot where we 
understand that we can tell when we’re playing our game and what can 
happen when we do that.’’ 

The Rangers (41-19-10, 92 points) are certainly playing their game right 
now, having won four straight and six of seven (6-0-1), including a 6-0 
win over Pittsburgh on Saturday and a 7-0 win over Nashville on Sunday. 
They are five points behind second-place New Jersey (45-18-7, 97 
points) and six back of Carolina (45-15-8, 98). 

Carolina does have two games in hand on the Devils and Rangers, but 
the way the Blueshirts are playing — they’ve scored 15 unanswered 
goals in the last three games — the idea of winning both games against 
the Hurricanes is not far-fetched. If they can, in regulation time, it could 
cause havoc in the division. 

All four lines are playing well for the Rangers, and each produced a goal 
Sunday against Nashville. Zibanejad has five goals in the last four games 
and his line, with Russian wingers Artemi Panarin and Vladimir 
Tarasenko, is playing especially well together. 

“It’s really coming together the last couple of games,’’ coach Gerard 
Gallant said. 

Carolina is regrouping after its third-leading scorer, Andrei Svechnikov, 
was lost for the season to an ACL tear suffered last week. The 
Hurricanes are 2-2 since he went down. 

The Rangers, though, are not thinking about what is going on with 
Carolina. They’re more focused on their own growing chemistry and how 
to keep that going. Gallant, who is aware of the criticism about how often 
he changes his lines, said over the weekend that he is trying to keep 
them together now to help build chemistry. 

Zibanejad likes that idea. 

“I feel like we’re doing a lot of good things,’’ he said. “We’re making good 
decisions with the puck; we’re supporting each other. And I think the 
more and more you get to play together, you get a better understanding 
of how you can use each other’s strengths and put yourself in a good 
spot.’’ 

Newsday LOADED: LOADED: 03.21.2023 
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Rangers score six goals in first period, rout Predators 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

 

Two games, 13 goals scored, two shutouts. What a weekend it was for 
the Rangers, who won back-to-back games at Madison Square Garden 
in blowout fashion, routing the Nashville Predators, 7-0, on Sunday night 
after beating the Pittsburgh Penguins, 6-0, on Saturday night. 

The Rangers scored six goals in the first period on Sunday, which tied a 
franchise record for most goals in an opening period and was last 
accomplished in December 1999 against the Los Angeles Kings. 

K’Andre Miller had two goals and two assists in the first period, becoming 
the first defenseman in Rangers history to record four points in a single 
period. Filip Chytil, Mika Zibanejad, Tyler Motte and Artemi Panarin also 
scored in the first period for the Rangers (41-19-10), who won their fourth 
straight game and sixth in the last seven (6-0-1). 

“Pretty cool,’’ Miller said of his achievement. “Quite literally, it felt like 
everything I touched somehow found the back of the net at the end of the 
play, so I wish every game was like that. But no, it’s fun. It was a fun first 
period and a fun game.’’ 

Backup goaltender Jaroslav Halak was the beneficiary of all that offense, 
making 22 saves to earn his first shutout as a Ranger and the 53rd of his 
career. It was Halak’s first shutout since March 11, 2021, while playing 
for the Boston Bruins — against the Rangers. 

“It’s a win,’’ said Halak, who improved to 9-8-3, “but it’s more special 
when you get a shutout. And finally, my son, he got to see me tonight get 
a shutout.’’ 

Halak’s son, Nathan, is 6½ and also plays goalie. He had never seen his 
father accomplish that feat before, Halak said. 

For the second straight night, coach Gerard Gallant had the awkward 
task of guiding the Rangers through a game in which they had a big early 
lead. Against the Penguins, they scored four times in the second period 
to take a 6-0 lead. 

“It should have been fun, but it’s not easy, those games like that,’’ Gallant 
said. “You just want to make sure that guys keep playing well and .  .  . 6-
0, obviously, you want to keep doing the right things and you don’t want 
to embarrass people. So I thought our guys did an excellent job .  .  . 
They played the game the right way.’’ 

Nashville, still battling for a playoff spot in the Western Conference, 
played without star defenseman Roman Josi, who was injured in 
Saturday’s overtime loss to Winnipeg. 

The Rangers will close out the five-game homestand Tuesday against 
the Metropolitan Division-leading Hurricanes, the first of two straight 
games against Carolina. The teams will play again Thursday in Raleigh. 

Chytil scored the first goal of the game, taking a pass from Miller in his 
own zone and weaving his way up the middle before flipping a forehand 
shot over Kevin Lankinen’s glove for a remarkably easy goal at 2:37. It 
gave him his first 20-goal season and broke an 18-game drought. He 
hadn’t scored since Feb. 8 against Vancouver. 

Zibanejad followed with his fifth goal in the last four games — and 37th of 
the season — to make it 2-0 at 7:22. Motte scored his second goal as a 
Ranger — and second in three games — at 8:14. Then Miller scored his 
first goal at 9:09 while the teams were skating four-on-four. That was all 
for Lankinen, who made one save and allowed four goals. 

Panarin scored against Juuse Saros on a four-on-three power play at 
10:01. Miller added his second at 13:36 and Chris Kreider made it 7-0 
with his 32nd goal at 9:02 of the second period. 

It gave the Rangers 15 unanswered goals and was the 261st of Kreider’s 
career, moving him one behind Vic Hadfield for fifth place in franchise 
history. 

Notes & quotes: Defenseman Ryan Lindgren missed his 11th straight 
game with an upper-body injury, but Gallant said in his pregame media 
briefing that he believes Lindgren is likely to return to the lineup on 
Tuesday against the Hurricanes . . . Miller was plus-5 and Jacob Trouba, 
who had two assists, was plus-4. 
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Leafs goalie Ilya Samsonov resumes career rebirth with baby on the way 

After a bit of family time with his wife, expecting any day, Samsonov is 
likely to start (with her blessing) against the Islanders on Tuesday night. 

 

By Kevin McGran 

 

Maple Leafs goaltender Ilya Samsonov knows the time is coming (very 
soon) when his life will change forever, with sleepless nights in the 
forecast. 

It has nothing to do with success or failure in the Stanley Cup playoffs. 
Samsonov’s wife Mariya is expecting their first baby, a son, in the next 
few days. 

“Nervous and excited, too,” said Samsonov. “This is a new experience for 
me. You never know, but what I know is, this life — my life — is going to 
be changing. Maybe less sleep, up at night.” 

Samsonov remained in Toronto over the weekend while Matt Murray took 
the net in Ottawa, with Joseph Woll backing up for Saturday’s 5-4 
shootout win. 

“I want to say thank you (to the) organization for giving me some extra 
time,” said Samsonov. 

Coach Sheldon Keefe mentioned the goalie was also a little banged up. 
Whatever the ailment, it remained undisclosed Monday as the Leafs 
prepared for Tuesday night’s road date with the New York Islanders. 
Samsonov would only say that it was unrelated to the knee injury that 
sidelined him earlier in the season. 

“As we can all imagine, he’s on edge a little bit just making sure that 
things are taken care of,” Keefe said. “He’ll be a first-time dad ... Giving 
him that day (off) was both an opportunity for him to rest and deal with 
the things that he’s been dealing with medically, but also just be there for 
his wife.” 

It’s a big year all around for the 26-year-old Samsonov, who was 
discarded by the Capitals. The Leafs had shown interest when the goalie 
was still under contract in Washington, hoping to trade for his rights, but 
the Capitals let him walk as an unrestricted free agent when they became 
fixated on signing Stanley Cup champion Darcy Kuemper. 

Samsonov signed a one-year, show-me contract worth $1.8 million (U.S.) 
in hopes that it would lead to a bigger payday. He’ll be a restricted free 
agent with arbitration rights this summer and, so far, the season has 
worked out just about as well as he and Leafs fans might have hoped. 
He’s 24-8-3 with a .917 save percentage overall, but his road record has 
been a bit of a head-scratcher (6-6-1, .900). 

His .887 save mark on high-danger shots in all situations (per 
naturalstattrick.com) is the league’s best among goalies who have played 
at least 10 games; Murray ranks 24th (.838) among 74 NHL netminders. 

Of the two, Samsonov is more likely to steal a game. He’s allowed 81 
goals in all, 13 fewer than his expected goals against, a metric that 
measures the quality of shots he’s faced. Murray has allowed 66 in total, 
equal to his expected number. 

Keefe credits goalie coach Curtis Sanford. 

“In the off-season, Curtis Sanford and (Samsonov) really set out a good 
plan and got to work, and they’ve been very consistent with it,” Keefe 
said. “Curtis’s demeanour is, he doesn’t get too excited when things are 
going great, doesn’t get too down or rattled when things aren’t. And I 
think he’s able to transfer that on to the goaltenders. 

“That’s allowed Samsonov to settle in. He’s had some bumps along the 
way, and he rectifies (himself) really quickly, which is what you’re looking 
for. No goalie goes through an entire season without some bumps along 

the way. The difference between the top-end goaltenders — and really 
everybody else — is that they do it more consistently and they are able to 
bring it back. And that’s what we’ve seen from both our goalies, so that’s 
been really good. It’s a credit to them for putting in the work, and Curtis 
has done a really good job with them.” 

Barring a late-night delivery, Samsonov will start Tuesday night in Long 
Island with his wife’s blessing: “She said just play hockey and we will 
figure it out.” 

Leafs notables 

Forward Noel Acciari, hurt in Friday’s game against Carolina, practised in 
full and is expected to play Tuesday ... Defenceman T.J. Brodie (foot) 
missed practice and is day-to-day .... Defenceman Victor Mete (lower 
body) and forward Nick Robertson (shoulder surgery) were spotted 
skating on their own at the Ford Performance Centre. Robertson is not 
expected to play again this season, though Mete could be ready for the 
NHL or AHL playoffs ... Defenceman Carl Dahlström (shoulder) is 
rehabbing with the Marlies. 
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Luke Schenn settling back into life with Maple Leafs after trade 

 

By Joshua Clipperton 

 

TORONTO - Luke Schenn entered the home dressing room at 
Scotiabank Arena last week. 

He made a move towards what used to be his locker before catching 
himself. 

It had been almost 11 years since the defenceman’s first stint with the 
Maple Leafs ended. 

Old habits, however, die hard. 

“Didn’t mean to do it,” Schenn said. “It’s just sort of flashbacks. There’s 
been so much time in between. 

“And then at the same time, it’s nothing but memories.” 

Toronto reacquired the 33-year-old from the Vancouver Canucks ahead 
of the NHL trade deadline as another depth option for a team with 
designs on finally making a long playoff run. 

The organization originally selected Schenn with the fifth overall pick at 
the 2008 draft, but dealt him to the Philadelphia Flyers for winger James 
van Riemsdyk following four success-starved seasons. 

The Saskatoon native hasn’t had an easy road since. 

Schenn played for six NHL teams after getting dealt from the Leafs more 
than a decade ago, has passed through waivers multiple times and had 
stints in the American Hockey League. 

A dependable, straightforward defender, he eventually found a niche and 
resurrected his career with the Tampa Bay Lightning as part of that 
team’s Stanley Cup victories in 2020 and 2021. 

“Actually pretty surreal,” Schenn said of his Toronto homecoming. “Still 
hard to believe. I got the chance to start here – just young and probably 
naive to a lot of things. You figure out more things with experience and 
age and maturity.” 

He added being a young player in an organization lacking success – the 
Leafs never finished with more than 85 points during his first tenure – in 
an intense media market was a challenge. 
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“A lot of years you’re out of it by all-star break,” said the six-foot-two, 225-
pound Schenn, who made his NHL debut at age 18 in October 2008. 
“You’re always talking about the next year and the next wave of guys. 

“Taken a long time to get it right.” 

Toronto winger Michael Bunting remembers watching Schenn play for 
the Leafs when the former was growing up with NHL dreams in the city’s 
east end. 

“Same player he was back in the day – big boy, laid the hits, plays really 
good defensively,” said the 27-year-old Bunting. “He’s the guy that’s 
done it before by winning championships in this league. 

“Big part of this team already.” 

Schenn, who has 41 goals and 190 points in 922 regular-season games 
over his 15 seasons, sees similarities with Toronto’s roster and what was 
in Tampa – a team with a skilled, talented nucleus that had endured 
plenty of playoff heartbreak. 

Looking to advance in the post-season for the first time since 2004, the 
Leafs added Schenn, forwards Ryan O’Reilly, Noel Acciari and Sam 
Lafferty, along with fellow defencemen Jake McCabe and Erik 
Gustafsson ahead of the deadline to complement Auston Matthews, 
Mitch Marner and Co. 

“Both teams are based around a core of four or five guys,” Schenn said 
of the Leafs and Lightning, who appear poised for a rematch of last 
spring’s playoff meeting Tampa took in seven games. “You add a couple 
of good trades in there and guys that help move the needle along. You 
expect to learn from past experiences and failures. 

“You want to keep working on it and hopefully get it right.” 

Schenn, who got a rousing ovation Friday at Scotiabank Arena in his 
second home debut, hasn’t played a ton of hockey in recent weeks and is 
still finding his groove. 

The Canucks sat him down to avoid injury before the trade and he stayed 
on the West Coast awaiting the arrival of he and wife Jeska’s third child, 
a girl name Romee Grace born March 10. 

“Been through a lot and there’s been a big adjustment,” Leafs head 
coach Sheldon Keefe said. “And I’m sure a lot of nostalgia at the same 
time.” 

Schenn spent Sunday looking at a few places to rent in Toronto with his 
family set to join him soon. He also had dinner at Marner’s house 
alongside a few teammates as he continues to get reacclimated with his 
old/new surroundings. 

“It has changed a lot,” Schenn said of the city. “There’s lots of new 
buildings downtown. 

“Still know my way around. But at the same time, it seems like it’s just 
busier.” 

Returning to Toronto was something he thought about in passing through 
the years. 

Schenn just didn’t believe it was in the cards. 

“Always been in the back of my mind,” he said. “I enjoyed it so much and 
never experienced the organization or the city with a ton of team 
success. 

“To get the second chance to come back under these circumstances, I’m 
very fortunate.” 
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Maple Leafs' Keefe calls out slumping Nylander to pick up pace, 
engagement 

 

Terry Koshan 

 

Maple Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe has seen enough. 

Don Brennan’s daily hit on the world of sports betting. Whether you’re 
new to sports gambling or an experienced wagerer, this newsletter offers 
trustworthy insights into the odds game. 19+. Please gamble responsibly. 

The talented forward has gone three games without a point, during which 
his engagement has dropped off. It’s only the second time in 2022-23 
that Nylander has produced zeroes on offence in three consecutive 
games. 

Keefe has been down this road before with Nylander, where the player 
has required a verbal kick in the butt to get back on track. It appeared 
that Nylander had worked these sorts of lapses out of his game, but 
apparently, he’s not all the way there yet.  

“He and I have talked about this,” Keefe said on Monday before the team 
departed for New York, where a game against the Islanders on Tuesday 
is the start to a four-game trip. “I just find when the puck is hitting his 
stick, his feet aren’t moving to the same degree on attacking. There’s a 
lot more perimeter, a lot more getting rid of the puck.  

“I want him to hang on to it. I want him to challenge. I want him to be on 
the attack. I want to see lots of pace from him. That’s when he’s at his 
best. Get back to doing that. It’s been too long since we’ve seen that 
consistently from him. But as we’ve seen through most of the season, it’s 
certainly there.” 

Nylander remains in second in Leafs scoring with 79 points in 69 games 
and has set a career-high with 35 goals. One more point will equal his 
career high. That makes his latest swoon a little more puzzling. 

Keefe is keeping Nylander on a line with Sam Lafferty at centre and 
Bobby McMann on the left, a trio that worked together on Saturday in 
Ottawa against the Senators in the Leafs’ 5-4 shootout win. 

“Playing him more with guys who are going to skate and move their feet, 
he can be the guy that really drives things,” Keefe said. “That’s really the 
idea and it’s nothing much beyond that.” 

Keefe kept Alex Kerfoot and Calle Jarnkrok on Auston Matthews’ wings, 
and also maintained the line of John Tavares between Michael Bunting 
and Mitch Marner.  

The fourth line saw a reunion of David Kampf between Zach Aston-
Reese and Noel Acciari. The latter returned after not playing in Ottawa. 

We apologize, but this video has failed to load. 

ACCIARI IN ACTION 

If Acciari is holding any hard feelings toward Carolina Hurricanes forward 
Jesse Puljujarvi, there was no evidence of that on Monday. 

Acciari resumed practising and planned to play in New York after he had 
to leave the game on Friday following a collision with Puljujarvi in the first 
period. 

“I watched it a couple of times,” Acciari said. “He was trying to hold the 
line, I was trying to backcheck and he caught me off-guard when he put 
his hands up. That’s all. 

“It’s a hockey play and just have to get past it. It wasn’t anything major. 
I’m ready to get back out there.” 

Acciari missed the game against Ottawa for precautionary reasons. 

“Just didn’t feel right,” Acciari said. “The training staff, doctors, coaching 
staff, everyone was good about it. We just wanted to make sure that I felt 
the best I can and taking those extra couple of days definitely helped.” 

FINGERS CROSSED 
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Can one shootout goal bring some confidence to Alex Kerfoot? 
“Hopefully, yeah,” Kerfoot said. “It’s nice to see one hit the back of the 
net. Haven’t seen one hit the back of the net in a while. Hopefully, that’ll 
be a sign of things to come.” 

When Kerfoot slipped the puck between the legs of Sens goalie Mads 
Sogaard on Saturday, the Leafs forward ended the nine-round shootout 
in Toronto’s favour. 

Kerfoot has not scored in 24 games, with his previous goal coming on 
Jan. 17 against Florida. Despite playing in all of the Leafs’ 69 games, 
Kerfoot has just seven goals. 

LOOSE LEAFS 

Forward Nick Robertson was back on the ice on Monday as his long 
recovery from shoulder surgery, which was done in January, continues. 
The 21-year-old winger, who was hurt in a game on Dec. 8, did some 
light skating as his teammates practised on a different pad at the Ford 
Performance Centre. When the surgery was announced, the Leafs said it 
was season-ending … With Ilya Samsonov soon to be a dad, Keefe 
indicated that Lafferty also is expecting a baby soon … The Toronto 
Marlies signed defenceman Jonny Tychonick to a two-year American 
Hockey League contract through the 2023-24 season. The 23-year-old 
Tychonick, a native of Calgary, had 26 points in 35 games this season for 
the University of Nebraska-Omaha. He originally was drafted by Ottawa 
in the second round of the 2018 NHL draft. 
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Marlie junior star, NHL veteran Dave Gardner dies 

 

Lance Hornby 

 

Dave Gardner, twice a 50-goal, 100-point centre with the Toronto 
Marlboros juniors and a first-round pick of the Montreal Canadiens in 
1972, has died. 

The 70-year-old had complications from a blood infection in the past 
while, according to a Facebook post from brother Paul, himself a former 
NHLer. 

Don Brennan’s daily hit on the world of sports betting. Whether you’re 
new to sports gambling or an experienced wagerer, this newsletter offers 
trustworthy insights into the odds game. 19+. Please gamble responsibly. 

“Dave first made his contribution by letting me play with him and the older 
kids in our (Toronto)  backyard,” Paul told the Toronto Sun in an earlier 
interview. 

Dave scored 54 goals with the St. Michael’s College Buzzers in the Metro 
junior league, before winning the Red Tilson Trophy as the Ontario 
Hockey League’s top scorer in his draft year on a super-charged line with 
Steve Shutt and Billy Harris. Gardner went eighth overall to the Habs, 
one of four picks the club had in that round after Shutt, goalie Bunny 
Larocque and before defenceman John Van Boxmeer. 

Dave Gardner, a former NHLer, offers instruction to players from the 
Mount Carmel Crusaders. The defending Ontario champions are once 
again top contenders for this high school hockey season. 

Shutt, Gardner and Harris came close to 400 points that season, Harris 
was chosen first overall by the expansion New York Islanders. Gardner 
carved out 36 games on a Habs’ dynasty that was stacked at centre, 
later playing for St. Louis and the California Golden Seals before that 
team morphed into the Cleveland Barons. After a brief stop with the 
Philadelphia Flyers, Dave finished his career in the late 1980s in 
Switzerland and Europe. 

Dave and son Ryan, who played in the OHL and Europe as well, are in 
the Aurora, Ont., Sports Hall Of Fame. Paul, who played for the Leafs 
and coached their farm team in Newmarket in the late ‘80s, were the 
sons of Leaf great Cal Gardner, who played on the 1949 and ’51 Cup 
champions and was named to the top 100 in franchise history during its 
2017 Centennial. Each son inherited Cal’s Cup rings and the trio is also 
in Toronto’s Leaside Sports Hall of Fame.  

“Dave was a great brother, son, father and grandfather,” Paul said in his 
Facebook entry. 

“I was lucky to have him as an older brother who taught me so much. He 
was a gifted athlete in all sports. In hockey, he was a tremendous puck 
handler and playmaker. He loved golf and was probably happiest being 
on a course.” 
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Capitals’ Rasmus Sandin reflects on shock of Maple Leafs trade, finding 
role with new team 

 

Joshua Kloke 

 

At first, Rasmus Sandin didn’t want to listen to what he was being told. 

On the rink at the Kraken Community Iceplex in Seattle on Feb. 28, 
Sandin was moments away from his rep in a practice drill when he got a 
tap on the shoulder from Leafs assistant coach Dean Chynoweth. Sandin 
was wanted by a Leafs media relations member. 

Sandin gave Chynoweth a quizzical look and told him he’d get to the 
request later. 

“You’ve got to go now,” Chynoweth told him. 

Beside the rink, Sandin was informed he had to see Leafs GM Kyle 
Dubas immediately. 

“That walk felt very long,” Sandin told The Athletic. 

Sandin stood stunned as Dubas delivered the news that the first draft 
pick he had ever made as Maple Leafs GM, and a player once thought of 
as a centrepiece to the Leafs’ future on defence, was being traded to the 
Washington Capitals. 

The Maple Leafs have traded defenseman Rasmus Sandin to the 
Capitals for defenseman Erik Gustafsson and a 2023 first-round pick, the 
teams announced. 

The 22-year-old Sandin was Toronto’s first-round pick in 
2018.https://t.co/5Amisoovq5 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) February 28, 2023 

“(Dubas) told me it wasn’t really something he wanted to do. But he felt 
like this was best for the team and also a good situation for me to go to 
Washington,” Sandin said. 

With that, Sandin’s practice, and time as a Maple Leaf, was over. A 
whirlwind three weeks has followed for Sandin. He has spent the majority 
of his time as a Capital on the road, and he has logged over 20 minutes 
per game on the ice, something he last did in December for the Leafs. 
With that ice time, Sandin has posted an impressive 11 points in eight 
games with his new team. 

The trade and increased playing time has given the 23-year-old a new 
lease on life, and an opportunity, in his words, “to show Toronto that they 
did something wrong with trading me.” 
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Over the course of a wide-ranging 20-minute phone interview, Sandin 
looked back on his time in Toronto, the trade that surprised him, and his 
future in Washington. 

Rasmus Sandin wants to set the record straight. 

“I did not request a trade out of Toronto,” he said. “I had literally no idea I 
was getting traded.” 

Despite rumours to the contrary, likely a by-product of an emerging talent 
who didn’t get the kind of playing time that talent might dictate in Toronto, 
Sandin insists he never once thought about requesting a trade either. 
After he was drafted in the first round in 2018, Sandin moved from the 
Soo Greyhounds to the AHL’s Toronto Marlies. He had the on-ice smarts, 
the vision and the puck-moving skills that made him look like a decent 
grab at No. 29. 

And maybe, if his skating and understanding of how to pick his spots 
defensively came around, he could become a top-four, power-play 
quarterback down the road too. 

There were no serious questions about his development through his first 
season in the AHL and his second pro season, in which he split time 
between the Marlies and the Leafs. A foot injury hampered his playing 
time in 2020-21, though he was part of the Leafs’ playoff lineup for five 
games against the Montreal Canadiens in 2021. Perhaps the first 
genuinely concerning questions about whether Sandin could be 
depended on in important moments were raised during Game 5 of that 
first-round series, when two of his turnovers led to Canadiens goals in a 
loss. 

In 2021-22, the final of his entry-level deal, Sandin was beset by injuries. 
He looked like a capable bottom-pairing defenceman, sure, but regular 
top-four minutes didn’t come. 

“In my mind, it was always about battling for a spot,” Sandin said. “They 
had such a deep defence core, which is a good thing because everyone 
is battling every single day for a spot in the lineup.” 

So coming into this season, it was fair to wonder where Sandin fit with 
the Leafs long term. He looked on the verge of breaking out, but Dubas 
had assembled a team capable of competing now. Among Leafs 
defencemen who were on the team before the trade deadline, Sandin 
again sat sixth in average time on ice. And though he’d received some 
more power-play responsibilities, he’d been lapped by his friend and 
fellow young blueliner Timothy Liljegren in ice time. 

Sandin will always be linked to Liljegren in Toronto, fairly or not. Both are 
Swedish defencemen, first-round picks who rely on their hockey IQ — 
and were chosen in back-to-back years. 

And Dubas was looking for both to sign similar bridge deals this past 
offseason. Liljegren bit on a two-year, $2.8-million deal in June 2022 as 
Sandin remained unsigned. Questions about his future in Toronto were 
amplified. 

“What people don’t know is that my mom got sick in the beginning of 
2022. She got cancer. She had some serious surgeries. We had a really 
tough time as a family that summer. That’s a big part of why I stayed at 
home, so I could spend time with her. People don’t know about that. 
That’s fine with me because I knew it, and Toronto knew it and they were 
fine with it,” Sandin said. 

So while those questions remained at the start of training camp, Sandin 
stayed at his home in Sweden, unsigned. 

“To be honest, my head wasn’t (in Toronto). For me, family comes first. 
My head wasn’t in hockey to go back to Toronto to sign a contract (in 
June),” Sandin said. “It was important to have my mom’s back.” 

Sandin’s brother Linus returned to Sweden to play in the SHL after two 
professional seasons with the Philadelphia Flyers organization, which 
included his NHL debut in 2021-22. 

“Being in Toronto with the market it is, no matter what, everything is 
going to be a big deal. That was something I wanted to keep to myself 
and not distract other guys,” Sandin said. 

He still isn’t sure how many other teammates knew about his mother’s 
diagnosis. 

As the leaves began to fall on the trees and Sandin said his mother’s 
health began to improve, she told him it was time to return to Toronto. He 
signed a deal with the same term and cap hit as Liljegren’s during 
training camp. 

He finished his Toronto career with 48 points in 140 games, averaging 
16:40 per game and has few regrets outside of more team postseason 
success. 

“I wish we could’ve gone further in some of the playoffs,” Sandin said. 
“Otherwise, I don’t think I would have done things much differently.” 

And that attitude is part of why Sandin was so taken aback by the trade 
out of Toronto. He says he believed in his future with the team. 

Sandin was surrounded by friends in Toronto, too. Towards the 
beginning of this season, there were seven Swedes on the Leafs’ roster, 
the most of any NHL team. 

Yet within a matter of minutes, those friendships were put to the test as 
Sandin was dealt to the Capitals and forward Pierre Engvall was shipped 
to the New York Islanders. After that Leafs practice in Seattle concluded, 
Sandin, Engvall, William Nylander and Timothy Liljegren gathered beside 
the rink for one last chat. 

“It was tough holding back tears,” Sandin said. “It’s more than just 
hockey.” 

Sandin and Engvall saying goodbye pic.twitter.com/B5sK98KyNG 

— Mark Masters (@markhmasters) February 28, 2023 

“It was a nice moment, to have the chance to say goodbye,” Sandin 
added. “I’m going to have (them) as best friends for the rest of my life.” 

Sandin left the rink, and the Leafs organization, walking arm-in-arm with 
Nylander. 

“It’s tough even talking about it. (Nylander) was telling me how much he 
was going to miss me. We’ve been so close since even before my time in 
Toronto. He’s one of my best friends, if not my best friend. He wished me 
the best of luck, and said, ‘Don’t you dare not talk to me after you leave 
us,’” Sandin said. 

It’s a side of the uber-cool and laid-back Nylander the public isn’t often 
privy to. 

“He is the way a lot of people see him with the confidence and all that. 
But he’s one of the best human beings I’ve ever met. He has a lot of 
different sides. Sometimes the rest of the guys who don’t know him don’t 
get to see this side very often. For me, being close to him, I think I’ve 
seen every single side of him. I wasn’t too surprised about it, but I was 
obviously very happy that he showed that side as well,” Sandin said. 

Still in shock, Sandin headed south to meet the Capitals in California. 
Having only packed for 10 days primarily through Western Canada in late 
winter, Sandin immediately found himself in need of a change of attire. 

“I ran out of clothes pretty quick,” he said. 

Life with the Leafs had been the only life Sandin had known. No more 
navy blue Adidas sweatsuits to wear to practices and morning skates. No 
more sneakers to go with suits for games, with ties optional. The Capitals 
operate a business-casual dress code, which meant one of the first stops 
Sandin made was to a local mall for dress shoes and a tie. 

Once he was outfitted to the Capitals’ standards, he could focus on 
“showing what type of player I can be, and am.” 
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“You want to prove (the Capitals) right that they made a good choice in 
trading for you,” Sandin said. “And you want to prove your old team 
wrong.” 

The Capitals have given him the runway to do just that. He’s averaged a 
whopping 24:56 time on ice per game, tops among all Capitals position 
players. 

Now, how long Sandin’s production streak lasts remains to be seen. He’s 
minus-5 as a Capital and his five-on-five expected goals with the team 
sits at a paltry 41.42 percent. Six of his 11 points have come on the 
power play. Still, his increased workload is part of the reason Sandin 
believes he’s producing on the score sheet at an impressive rate. He 
feels part of the solution for a Capitals team on the outside looking in at 
the Eastern Conference playoff picture. 

“It’s been a lot of fun just to know that your coaches believe in you, and 
your teammates believe in you,” Sandin said. “That’s a reason why they 
wanted to pick me up. They see me as a Washington Capital for a long 
time. That feels good.” 

For the young defenceman, the ice time has helped him move on from 
the difficulty of leaving close friends. He can’t deny that it feels nice to be 
wanted and to see a way forward into a prominent role on the ice for 
years to come. 

“I hope to stay here for a long time,” Sandin said. 
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Bruins see no reason to stray from their 1-2 goaltending punch 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont Globe Staff, Updated March 20, 2023, 12:08 p.m. 

 

Linus Ullmark and Brandon Carlo, hanging on Jeremy Swayman’s every 
word, shouldered their way into a clutch of a dozen or more reporters 
who gathered around the Bruins goalie Sunday after his 7-0 shutout win 
(26 stops) over the Sabres in Buffalo. 

The would-be journalists, paid slightly higher than cub-reporter wages, 
came prepared for the assignment. 

Ullmark reached in from the back of the pack, a chicken wing propped in 
his right hand as a microphone. The equally inquisitive “Scoop” Carlo 
“recorded” the event with an oversized piece of pepperoni pizza, droplets 
of succulent grease dribbling down his outreached hand. 

“The last couple of games have been a real good positive for our team,” 
said Swayman, doing his best to maintain a straight face amid the 
“Animal House”-like skit. “I think the ability this locker room has to forget 
about the past, not think about the future, just stay in the moment, play 
whistle to whistle, that’s something special.” 

After lauding the entire team for its defensive effort, which helped deliver 
his second straight shutout and third in eight starts, Swayman looked at 
his two luv-ya-bro reporters, their pizza and wing still in recording mode. 

“I love you guys back there,” he added. 

All in all, a dramatic reversal in vibe from less than five nights earlier, a 
ragtag 6-3 loss Tuesday to the hapless Blackhawks in Chicago that 
dropped the Black and Gold to 0-2-0 on their five-game road trip. 

They then rallied behind Swayman’s 36-stop effort in Winnipeg Thursday 
for a 3-0 win, established even better footing (with reporter Ullmark in 
net) with Saturday’s 5-2 win at St. Paul, and then regained full flight 

Sunday when seven different scorers connected against the fast-fading 
Sabres. 

Swayman, who improved his record to 18-6-4, became the first Boston 
goaltender in more than 10 years to record back-to-back shutouts. 
Tuukka Rask and Tim Thomas both did it early in the 2011-12 season. 
For his efforts, Swayman was named the NHL’s Third Star for the week. 

Swayman is 6-2-0 in his last eight outings, dating back to his shutout win 
over the Predators Feb. 16. Ullmark, who’ll be in net Tuesday with the 
Senators in town, is 9-1-0 in his last 10, and leads all NHL tenders in 
wins (34), goals-against average (1.97), and save percentage (.935). 

Early in the season, happy with the Ullmark-Swayman rotation, coach 
Jim Montgomery said he’d be inclined to shift the workload more to one 
of the starters as the playoffs approached. Now with 13 games to go, and 
the postseason roughly a month on the horizon, the coach on Sunday did 
not sound ready to break from the currently winning formula any time 
soon. 

“We don’t think we need to stray from it right now,” said Montgomery. “I 
always talk to Goalie Bob [Essensa] and Sweens [GM Don Sweeney] 
about what we should be doing to get our goalies to be in the best 
position to be ready. We’ll continue to do that, but the rotation’s been 
working really well. 

“You don’t need to fix anything that’s not broken.” 

As Swayman wrapped up his media session in Buffalo, a beat reporter 
kiddingly asked if he had any nutrition tips. 

“Uhh, yeah — pizza and wings!” he said. “OK, thanks guys.” 

The session formally ended with Swayman taking a healthy bite out of 
Ullmark’s microphone, which appeared to be running medium hot, extra 
crispy, Buffalo-style. 

Piling up points 

Hampus Lindholm connected Sunday for his 10th goal, most among 
Bruins defensemen this season. The “Hammer” has posted a career-high 
46 points and has a reasonable shot at breaking his personal best of 13 
goals set in 2017-18 with the Ducks. 

Lindholm, Jake DeBrusk, and Trent Frederic, each with three goals, 
topped the goal-scoring list for the five road games. DeBrusk (3-3–6), 
David Pastrnak (2-4–6), and Brad Marchand (0-6–6) led the way in total 
points during the five games. 

Bruins backliners have combined for 37-138–175 through 69 games, 
following last season’s effort of 31-119–150 over 82 games. 

Power check 

The bedraggled Bruins power play finally showed some hints of recovery 
in St. Paul and Buffalo, with Pastrnak scoring once on the advantage in 
each game. 

The Bruins have not scored more than one power-play goal in a game in 
2023. The last: a 2-for-4 performance in a 7-3 win over the Panthers Dec. 
19. 

In 14 games since Feb. 18, the Bruins have gone 6 for 42 (14.3 percent) 
on the power play, while killing 36 of 43 opposing power plays over the 
same stretch. So, for all their struggles, they’ve been outscored only 7-6 
on the advantage. 

Pastrnak, now with 48 goals and zeroing in on his first golden 50, until 
Saturday had not scored a power-play goal since Jan. 22 vs. the Sharks. 

Zero hours 

Swayman’s shutout stretch now stands at 144:52, dating back to the 5-3 
loss at the start of the trip last Sunday in Detroit … Dmitry Orlov, a 
healthy scratch in Buffalo, should be back in the lineup vs. the Senators 
… It’s possible that Taylor Hall, who began skating on his own last week 
in Brighton, will join the morning-of-game skate with the club Tuesday. 
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Montgomery remained resolute in Buffalo that neither Hall nor fellow 
injured winger Nick Foligno would be available to play in the near future 
… A Czech-born player has scored in 54 of the Bruins’ 69 games this 
season. Would a Cup parade go from the River Charles to the Charles 
Bridge? If so, man the Duck Boats … Former Bruins captain Zdeno 
Chara will run the Boston Marathon for charity, announcing his intentions 
on Instagram. 
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Marty Walsh takes over as NHLPA executive director today. Here’s one 
thing that will be on the agenda 

 

By Matt Porter Globe Staff, Updated March 20, 2023, 10:52 a.m. 

 

This story originally appeared in Sunday Hockey Notes. Read the rest 
here. 

Marty Walsh takes over as head of the NHL Players’ Association 
Monday. It is sure to be a whirlwind first few months in office for the 
former Boston mayor. One issue that is surely on his agenda: a possible 
inflation of the salary cap. 

Commissioner Gary Bettman acknowledged at the general managers’ 
meetings near Palm Beach, Fla., this past week that the league was 
open to negotiating with Walsh’s NHLPA for an increase in the cap, 
which is on track to expand by $1 million to $83.5 million next season 
before merging back on the superhighway to riches. 

In a system in which owners and players split hockey-related revenues 
50-50, players incurred debt during the hard times of the pandemic, 
earning their money even though fans weren’t buying tickets. As such, 
the salary cap has been mostly flat since 2020, after rising an average of 
5.6 percent every year since its post-lockout installation in October 2005 
(when it was $39 million). 

The league estimated the player debt — reportedly less than $150 million 
at this point — would be paid off by the fall of 2024, when the cap could 
rise by some 5 percent (to $87.5 million, then $92 million the season after 
that). But Bettman was open to negotiating more cap room. 

▪ Another issue we hope was discussed at the GM meetings: offside 
reviews that wipe out goals scored a minute after a team enters the zone. 
They’re just so good — no, great — for the game. Can’t get enough of 
‘em. 

▪ Video review, as it related to friendly-fire high-stick penalties and the 
rare erroneous puck-over-glass, was a topic. It seems there’s more 
appetite for leeway over reviews. Makes sense; anecdotally, reviews 
aren’t lasting as long as in previous seasons. It’s a tough look for the 
NHL when the four officials are the only ones in the building who can’t 
see the correct call on video. 

▪ NHL GMs don’t like fights after clean hits. Is managing that as simple as 
tacking on an instigator penalty? 

▪ Overtime starts with just a brief break in the action because Bettman — 
this nugget from Elliotte Friedman — once saw people leaving a game at 
Madison Square Garden during a dry scrape and canned it. 

If the game lasts longer, it had better be good. One interesting wrinkle 
reportedly discussed at the GM meetings: expanding overtime from five 
to seven minutes, a system the ECHL has been using the last four 
seasons. 

That two extra minutes of wobbly legged, freewheeling hockey produces 
more three-on-three winners. Of the 146 ECHL games to go to overtime 
(as of Thursday), 28 were decided in shootouts (19 percent). Of the 483 

overtime games in the NHL’s five-minute system, 150 were decided by 
shootouts (31 percent). 

▪ The league also discussed making cut-resistant equipment mandatory. 
Some players already wear such undergarments. 

Brad Marchand said recently he would be against it — he’s so finicky 
about his gear that he spraypainted a pair of his usual black gloves to 
match the Bruins’ brown alternates, rather than get new ones. He also 
might have the oldest shinpads in the Spoked-B dressing room. 
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Former B's Captain Chara Running Boston Marathon For Charity 

 

Joe Haggerty 

 

Retired Boston Bruins captain Zdeno Chara is always looking for new 
challenges and it seems he’s found a new figurative mountain to climb in 
the Boston Bruins. 

The 46-year-old Zdeno Chara will be running the 26 plus miles for next 
month’s marathon for the first time in his life, but clearly it had become 
something on the former captain’s bucket list while living in the Hub for 
the last nearly 20 years. Chara made the announcement on his own 
personal Instagram page where he also made public that he’ll be running 
for The Hoyt Foundation and Andover’s The Thomas E. Smith 
Foundation, which supports people living with paralysis. 

“EXCITING NEWS!” Chara posted to Instagram on Sunday. “I’m so 
happy to announce that I am running my very first marathon, and what 
better first marathon than the Boston Marathon on April 17th! Dick and 
Rick Hoyt made an incredible impact on millions of people worldwide and 
personally helped to motivate us to our 2011 Stanley Cup 
Championship.” 

DraftKings 

“Atta Boy” exclaimed Chara’s former Boston Bruins teammate Andrew 
Ference in the comments section. 

The Hoyt father and son team had been Boston Marathon fixtures for the 
last 40 years, when Dick first started pushing his son, born a spastic 
quadriplegic with cerebral palsy, in the race for the first time. They ran 
their final Boston Marathon together in 2014 and the father, Dick, sadly 
passed away back in 2021. 

Participating in the Boston Marathon continues an active role for Chara in 
Boston since retiring after last season, as he’s been a regular skating 
with the Boston Bruins alumni in fundraisers and showing up for Boston 
Bruins events like this season’s Winter Classic at Fenway Park. Chara 
has also been one to tackle fitness challenges like running a marathon as 
he’s climbed Mount Kilimanjaro and biked portions of the Tour De France 
course during NHL offseasons in his past as well. 
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Bruins Daily: Bruins Return On A Roll; Reimer/LGBTQIA 

 

Jimmy Murphy 
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The Boston Bruins return home on a three-game win streak, and San 
Jose Sharks goalie James Reimer refuses to wear the Pride jersey. 

That and your latest Boston Bruins and NHL news and nuggets in the 
latest Bruins Daily: 

Boston Bruins 

After an 0-2-0 start to their five game road trip, Patrice Bergeron, and the 
Boston Bruins are rolling again as they arrive home on a three-game win 
streak. 

The Boston Bruins are getting what they need on the ice, on the bench 
with Jim Montgomery, and from their eyes in the sky on this historic run 
they’re on. 

National Hockey Now 

MTL: Could Montreal West Island native and Quinnipiac University goalie 
Yaniv Perets be a NCAA free agent steal for the Montreal Canadiens? 

NYI: The New York Islanders may be back in the top Wild card slot in the 
Eastern Conference but to say they’re better without injured superstar 
forward Mathew Barzal is ludicrous. 

PIT: Pittsburgh Penguins head coach Mike Sullivan didn’t hold back 
when it comes to the criticism Penguins center Jeff Carter and 
defenseman Brian Dumoulin are getting from the media and fans this 
season. 

WSH: Just when the Washington Capitals looked like they may sneak 
into the Stanley Cup Playoffs, they laid an egg against the Wild in 
Minnesota. 

DraftKings 

FLA: Speaking of the Penguins, their demise this past week has helped 
the Florida Panthers climb back into the Wild Card race. 

COL: Thanks to injuries, his stats aren’t where he’d like to them to be, but 
Colorado Avalanche and former UMass-Amherst defenseman Cale 
Makar is getting even better. 

VGK: The Vegas Golden Knights cannon-balled the Columbus Blue 
Jackets on Sunday in a 7-2 win on Sunday. 

LAK: Los Angeles Kings head coach Todd McLellan is not happy with his 
team’s powerplay. 

SJS: My colleague and friend Sheng Peng from San Jose Hockey Now, 
absolutely nails it with his take on San Jose Sharks goalie James Reimer 
and his refusal to wear the Sharks Pride jersey on Saturday night. 
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Which NHL teams have the best and worst first lines of the 2022-23 
season? 

 

Harman Dayal 

 

Powerhouse NHL teams are often built on the foundation of star 
forwards. 

This has definitely been true for recent Stanley Cup winners like the 
Avalanche and Lightning, as well as some of the most dominant teams of 
the 2010s like the Penguins, Blackhawks, Capitals and Kings. 

Of course, there’s way more to team-building than just having a few elite 
forwards. This isn’t the NBA where one or two superstars are all you 
need to be a formidable club. A dominant top line is one heck of a start 
though. 

With that in mind, it’s worth analyzing which first lines around the NHL 
are producing and which are underperforming this season. 

We’ll begin by identifying every team’s No. 1 center as a proxy for the 
first line and then examine the results when that player is on the ice. The 
only exceptions will be teams whose top center has moved up and down 
the lineup, as opposed to staying fixed on the first line. In that case, we 
chose a winger to represent his team’s top-line minutes (e.g. Kirill 
Kaprizov for Minnesota, Johnny Gaudreau for Columbus, Travis Konecny 
for Philadelphia, etc). 

Here are the proxies we used. 

To measure performance, we’ll begin by looking at the goals for and 
against differential when that first line is deployed at five-on-five. As an 
example, it means we’re looking at how many goals Edmonton scores 
and how many it allows with Connor McDavid on the ice at even strength. 
We’re using that as our measure instead of something like points 
because points can’t account for defense. 

Goal differential can sometimes be skewed positively or negatively based 
on luck and bounces. We’ll be sure to point out where that seems to have 
made an impact, especially later in the article when we look at other 
underlying metrics. 

Here are the numbers so far this season, sorted by the best goal 
differential rate. 

NHL First Lines' 5v5 Goal Differential 

Toronto’s first line leads the way, having scored 66 goals and 
surrendered just 30 for a whopping plus-36 goal differential. It comes with 
a huge asterisk, however: Auston Matthews’ line has had more shooting 
and goaltending luck than any other first line in the NHL. Toronto’s top 
line is benefitting from an overheated 105.5 PDO (PDO is the sum of a 
line’s shooting percentage and save percentage, which usually evens out 
to around 100). That’s far ahead of the second-highest PDO among top 
lines which is 102.7. 

The defensive results, in particular, are inflated by goaltending. Toronto’s 
top line has a sparkling 1.88 goals-against-per-60-minutes rate which 
ranks No. 3 in the NHL, but their 2.56 expected goals-against-per-hour 
rate is right around league average. 

All of those caveats match the eye because Matthews hasn’t looked right 
for most of the season. His individual scoring totals and two-way metrics 
aren’t as dominant as last year either. It’s been revealed he was playing 
through a hand injury, so that explains a lot. Matthews and his line have 
looked elite again in the last couple of weeks which needs to hold up 
heading into the playoffs. 

For years, we’ve talked about The Perfection Line with Patrice Bergeron, 
Brad Marchand and David Pastrnak as arguably the best forward trio in 
the NHL. Boston’s top line has continued churning at an elite pace 
despite bumping Pastrnak down to a line with fellow countryman David 
Krejci for the vast majority of this season. That’s terrifying because it 
means Boston doesn’t have all its eggs in one basket anymore — they 
have an imposing top line and another line with Pastrnak on it. Jake 
DeBrusk’s breakout has been key for this seamless transition — he’s 
scored 22 goals and 44 points in 51 games on the right-wing spot next to 
Bergeron and Marchand. 

Dallas is an annual juggernaut on this list. The Stars’ first line has ranked 
right around the top five in terms of goal differential the last couple of 
years before this season. Jason Robertson is a wizard at slicing the puck 
through traffic. Roope Hintz has blistering speed coupled with high-end 
defensive chops. Joe Pavelski’s gritty work winning board battles and 
setting up shop in front of the net is invaluable. All of those ingredients 
complement each other perfectly. 

Colorado’s big guns up front and on the back end did Herculean work to 
keep the team afloat when they were hammered by injuries. The Avs’ top 
line has pumped 4.05 goals per hour, the second-highest rate in the 
league. Nathan MacKinnon’s notched an absurd 88 points in 57 games, 
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while Mikko Rantanen — who singlehandedly carried the offense for 
stretches — is on pace for a monstrous 55 goals. 

The Islanders are next at No. 5. Mathew Barzal’s delivered some pretty 
tidy two-way results and continued producing at five-on-five, despite 
having very little help on his line prior to the Bo Horvat trade. Barzal and 
Horvat were electric together as a passer-shooter combination until the 
former went down with an injury. New York’s done an impressive job 
hanging onto a playoff spot without Barzal. 

The Isles probably shouldn’t be quite this high, though. Ilya Sorokin’s 
elite play has juiced the defensive numbers — New York’s top line is 
surrendering just 1.61 goals against per 60 minutes compared to an 
expected goals rate of 2.54 based on the quality of the scoring chances 
they’ve allowed. 

Carolina’s top line led by Sebastian Aho has been strong across the 
board. They crush opponents in terms of possession and scoring 
chances and it’s translated on the scoreboard. There’s going to be 
tremendous pressure on Aho’s line to produce at an elite level with Max 
Pacioretty and Andrei Svechnikov’s season-ending injuries. 

Vegas lands in the top 10 which is a reflection of how overwhelming Jack 
Eichel and Mark Stone were as a duo at the start of the season. 
Together, they outscored opponents 21-7. The problem is that Stone’s 
out indefinitely and Eichel has yet to prove he can carry a line without 
him. There’s a massive drop-off in the first line’s performance without 
Stone. 

There’s still another gear for Eichel to hit, which the Golden Knights will 
need him to reach in order to keep the top line humming without Stone. 

The Rangers’ top line has been solid for most of the year but has really 
found its stride lately. Gerard Gallant has experimented with different 
combinations — Vladimir Tarasenko and Artemi Panarin seem to be the 
answers for Mika Zibanejad’s wings. That trio seems to be building more 
chemistry each game. Couple that with Igor Shesterkin finally looking 
elite again in March and the Rangers are catching fire at the right time of 
year. 

Jared McCann has scored 25 five-on-five goals this season, which ties 
him with Brayden Point for fifth among all NHL players this season. Matty 
Beniers has deservedly gotten a lot of hype for his excellent rookie 
campaign but McCann’s elite finishing from the wing has flown under the 
radar as a critical ingredient for how well Seattle’s top line has played. It’ll 
be fascinating to see if this can last because the Kraken’s first line is 
converting on shots at a high 12.4 percent clip. 

Tampa Bay rounds out the top 10. Nikita Kucherov is third in the league 
for points, while Brayden Point has exploded for 43 goals and eclipsed 
the point-per-game mark for the first time since 2018-19. They have been 
giving some of that gaudy production back defensively, which explains 
why they aren’t higher on this list. 

There are a handful of teams in the next tier still garnering above-
average results from their first line. 

Anze Kopitar is aging like fine wine in Los Angeles. The 35-year-old 
center has scored 41 points at five-on-five this season, which ranks 20th 
among all NHL forwards. That’s the most he’s produced since the 2017-
18 campaign, which was the best offensive season of his career. Kevin 
Fiala’s arrival as a bona fide game breaker has obviously been a huge 
addition but he’s played all over the Kings’ lineup; he hasn’t been a 
staple on the first line (just 43 percent of his five-on-five ice time this year 
has been on Kopitar’s line). 

Quinton Byfield’s gotten a recent run on the Kings’ top line and looks like 
he’s on the verge of breaking out. He’s picked up 15 points in his last 26 
games, looking very dynamic off the rush in that span. Byfield has spent 
361 minutes on Kopitar’s line at five-on-five this season during which the 
duo has controlled 57 percent of shot attempts and outscored opponents 
25-11. Byfield will be one of the Kings’ biggest X-factors heading into the 
playoffs. 

Florida’s first line is in a more precarious situation than it appears on the 
surface. Sure, when Matthew Tkachuk and Aleksander Barkov have 
played together, they’ve been unstoppable, controlling an absurd 64 
percent share of shot attempts and outscoring opponents 23-9. Barkov’s 
struggled without Tkachuk though, controlling only 51 percent of 
expected goals along with a minus-six goal differential when he isn’t 
paired with the feisty winger. 

That’s a problem because Tkachuk’s also been elite on the second line. 
You’d rather have Barkov and Tkachuk dominating on separate lines for 
an unstoppable top six than stacked together, leaving your second line 
vulnerable. That’s what the Panthers did for years with Jonathan 
Huberdeau, who, contrary to popular belief, spent most of his even-
strength time away from Barkov and on the second line. 

Barkov has looked significantly better of late with 10 points in his last six 
games and dominant underlying numbers away from Tkachuk. That’s 
what the Panthers will need to punch their ticket into the postseason. 

The Sabres’ first line led by Tage Thompson is one of the most 
entertaining in the entire sport. They’ve scored goals at the third-highest 
rate in the NHL. Buffalo’s first line does give a decent chunk of that back 
defensively, with the fifth-worst goals-against rate. Some of that has to do 
with subpar goaltending, but their expected goals-against rate is fourth 
highest among first lines too, which means they are surrendering a lot of 
high-danger chances. 

Elias Pettersson’s breakout campaign has powered the Canucks’ first 
line to the fourth-highest goals-for rate in the NHL. There was a stretch 
this year where Pettersson led all NHL forwards in five-on-five points. 
Andrei Kuzmenko’s developed great chemistry with Pettersson, scoring 
33 goals in his first NHL season after coming over from Russia as a free 
agent. Vancouver’s top line has been dinged in these rankings for 
allowing a lot of goals defensively but that mostly has to do with bad 
netminding — their top line’s 2.44 expected goals-against rate ranks 
seventh best. 

The Wild went from scoring five-on-five goals at the second-best clip in 
the NHL last season to 29th this season. There is a myriad of reasons for 
it. Surprisingly, it’s included Minnesota’s top line slowing down. 
Minnesota’s top line has gone from scoring 3.86 goals per 60 minutes 
last season to 2.6 goals per 60 minutes this year. Kaprizov scored 62 
five-on-five points last season but has just 33 this year. 

The offensive decline mostly has to do with the club not having a viable 
first-line center. Last year, Ryan Hartman was an excellent stopgap in 
scoring 34 goals in that role, whereas this season, the club’s had to cycle 
through options like Sam Steel. Fortunately, the top line has been very 
stingy defensively, which has helped them maintain solid overall 
numbers, even if they aren’t as electric as last season. 

Edmonton’s top line doesn’t rank as high as you may think here but 
there’s a sensible reason why, which we’ll touch on in the next section. 
Until then, it’s fascinating to point out that the Oilers are plus-11 at five-
on-five without McDavid or Leon Draisaitl on the ice. That’s impressive 
progress considering they’ve typically had to ask those two to carry the 
entire team on their back. 

Last year, the Flames had the best first line in all of hockey as Gaudreau, 
Tkachuk and Elias Lindholm skated circles around their opponents. This 
season, they’ve clocked in at No. 20, which is a harsh fall. They lack a 
bona fide game breaker and a killer instinct as an offensive group. 

Year in and year out, the Mark Scheifele line scores a lot offensively but 
ends up around break-even in possession, scoring chances and goal 
differential because they surrender a lot defensively. Winnipeg’s top line 
has cleaned that up a little bit under Rick Bowness, but their offensive 
metrics are also a bit down across the board which has made it a wash. 

It shouldn’t be a surprise to see the Capitals check in at 23rd. Alex 
Ovechkin is still a machine but he can only do so much on his own. 
Nicklas Backstrom missed most of the year because of a hip surgery and 
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understandably hasn’t looked like the prime version of himself since 
returning. That’s left Washington without a true No. 1 center. 

Arizona doesn’t have the star power to contend with other top lines in the 
NHL, but Clayton Keller’s breakout has at least kept things respectable. 
Coyotes head coach André Tourigny deserves a lot of credit for elevating 
young players like Keller and Lawson Crouse since taking over last year. 
Keller stagnated and hit a high of only 47 points in the three seasons 
after his 65-point rookie campaign. He was near a point per game in 
Tourigny’s first year last season and has eclipsed it this year with 32 
goals and 75 points in 70 games. 

Montreal’s top line has been really fun offensively but they’ve been 
scored on at a really high rate, too. That’s often part of the growing pains 
for young players as Nick Suzuki and Cole Caufield have yet to hit their 
prime. The Canadiens’ first line has obviously been hurt by Caufield’s 
season-ending injury in mid-January, too. 

Konecny’s been left on a bit of an island — the gap between him and the 
Flyers’ second-best skater this season is astonishing. Philadelphia lacks 
a bona fide top-line center without Sean Couturier. 

It was a bit surprising to see the Red Wings all the way down at 29th. 
That has nothing to do with Dylan Larkin who’s been very good all 
season. Instead, it highlights the lack of help on his wings. Lucas 
Raymond has had a bit of a sophomore slump with 37 points in 60 
games. Tyler Bertuzzi was hurt for most of the year, started slow when 
he returned and was dealt to Boston at the trade deadline. 

Gaudreau has had very little help around him as well. He’s driven play 
decently, but the Blue Jackets’ top line doesn’t have a legitimate No. 1 
center and their goals-against rate is a tad inflated from the porous 
goaltending as well. 

Trevor Zegras’ point totals look pretty similar to last year. There’s been a 
notable drop-off in his two-way results, though. Last year, Zegras 
propelled the top line into controlling 51 percent of shot attempts and 
expected goals — pretty impressive stuff for a rookie. This season, 
Zegras has driven just a 43.9 percent expected goal share. He definitely 
deserves slack for the diminishing team quality around him compared to 
last year but you’d like to see him take a step forward next season. 

Chicago’s first line finished dead last which shouldn’t surprise anybody. 
The Blackhawks traded away Alex DeBrincat and Dylan Strome in the 
summer which depleted their talent pool. Patrick Kane also played 
through injury at times and at 34, it wasn’t fair to expect him to 
singlehandedly carry an offense. Kane and his center Max Domi were 
both moved at the trade deadline so that’ll leave a void down the stretch. 

Goal differential doesn’t always tell the full story of a line’s performance. 
Here’s a look at some of the play-driving results under the hood which 
highlights a couple of important trends. 

5v5 xG Differential For First Lines 

Edmonton’s first line wasn’t as high as you may have expected in the first 
section because they allowed goals against at a pretty high rate. That 
mostly has to do with poor luck in getting saves because the Oilers’ top 
line actually has pretty steady defensive metrics. McDavid’s line has had 
no issues dominating play, ranking top five among all first lines in 
expected goal differential. 

New Jersey’s top line was decisively above-average in goal differential 
but they’ve deserved an even better fate. In the absence of elite finishing 
talent on his wings, Jack Hughes has decided to just do the scoring by 
himself as well, with 26 five-on-five goals, which is tied with David 
Pastrnak for third in the league. 

Hughes’ only weakness right now is in the faceoff circle, where he’s only 
won 35 percent of draws. That partially explains why the Devils have fed 
Erik Haula, who’s an above-average faceoff winner, so many minutes on 
the top line. It’d be nice to see Hughes improve in this area so he can 
have a better finisher on his line. 

Sidney Crosby’s line was around league average in goal differential. 
Crosby’s continued playing at an elite level, and these underlying 
numbers back that up, but Jake Guentzel hasn’t been as clinical at 
burying chances this year. 

Ottawa’s first line also slots inside the top 10 by expected goal 
differential. They’ve deserved much better luck based on how well 
they’ve controlled play. Tim Stützle has enjoyed a fantastic breakout, 
stepping up to the top line because of Josh Norris’ injury, and Brady 
Tkachuk is on pace to eclipse the point-per-game mark for the first time 
in his career as well. 

In San Jose, Tomas Hertl and Timo Meier were absolutely cooking prior 
to the latter’s trade. Together, the duo owned 58 percent of expected 
goals and were very unfortunate not to have better goals for and against 
results. 

Near the bottom of the list, we see that Robert Thomas’ line has had 
major defensive challenges, owning some very rough two-way numbers. 

All data collected prior to March 19 games and sourced via Natural Stat 
Trick 
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2023 NHL Draft consensus ranking: Bedard, Fantilli lead top 40 for 
March 

 

Max Bultman 

 

“Consensus draft list” is an oxymoron. Let’s get that out of the way right 
now. 

Just as it is with teams on draft day, opinions on players can vary wildly. 
It’s one reason you’ll see the occasional draft day fall for a player who is 
generally accepted to be a strong overall prospect — he just may not be 
the top remaining prospect on several teams’ lists. 

And for that reason, looking at multiple lists together can paint a picture 
for just what a player’s ceiling — and floor — might be. 

That’s why a consensus list is valuable. Even without, uh, consensus. 

So, with Corey Pronman and Scott Wheeler both putting out new 2023 
NHL Draft boards in March, it felt like a good time to see how their lists 
stack up to each other — and to Bob McKenzie’s midseason draft list, 
which is itself a survey average of 10 NHL scouts. 

McKenzie’s list came out in late January, and with how quickly opinions 
can change on players, it’s important to note: it might already look quite 
different even two months later. But even with that said, it’s a good 
window into the opinions of NHL scouts, and a good third opinion to keep 
in mind when examining how The Athletic’s draft experts view these 
players. 

And there was quite a bit of difference. 

It was unanimous, of course, that WHL sensation Connor Bedard was 
the number one prospect. There was also a general agreement that 
Michigan’s Adam Fantilli, Russia’s Matvei Michkov and Sweden’s Leo 
Carlsson were ranked second, third and fourth in some order, with U.S. 
NTDP center Will Smith a consensus pick in the top six. 

Beyond that, though? The variance even among some of the top overall 
players was pretty notable. Winnipeg Ice forward Zach Benson, who 
ranked in the top six for both Wheeler and McKenzie, was 13th for 
Pronman. And conversely, Pronman’s No. 5, Nate Danielson, was 15th 
for McKenzie and as late as 22nd for Wheeler. 
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And that’s just at the top. Check out some of the biggest gaps within the 
top 40 skaters. 

Biggest gaps (skaters) 

Player High ranking Low ranking Gap 

Tanner Molendyk 

20 (Pronman) 

62 (McKenzie) 

42 

Maxim Strbak 

29 (Pronman) 

63 (Wheeler) 

34 

Oliver Bonk 

24 (Pronman) 

56 (Wheeler) 

32 

Dmitriy Simashev 

17 (Pronman) 

48 (Wheeler) 

31 

Andrew Cristall 

7 (Wheeler) 

33 (Pronman) 

26 

Daniil But 

8 (Pronman) 

31 (Wheeler) 

23 

Jayden Perron 

28 (Wheeler) 

50 (McKenzie) 

22 

Gavin Brindley 

25 (Wheeler) 

43 (McKenzie) 

18 

Nate Danielson 

5 (Pronman) 

22 (Wheeler) 

17 

Samuel Honzek 

10 (Pronman) 

27 (Wheeler) 

17 

Riley Heidt 

18 (Wheeler) 

Outside top 34 (Pronman) 

16+ 

The name that really jumps out here is Kelowna (WHL) winger Andrew 
Cristall, who is shaping up to be one of the most divisive players in the 
2023 draft class. His offensive numbers are remarkable, trailing only 
Bedard and Stars prospect Logan Stankoven on a per-game basis 
(minimum 10 games played). His skating, though, could be cause for 
some real concern — depending on your point of view. Pronman has 
Cristall ranked at the edge of the first and second round, at 33rd overall, 
but Wheeler isn’t nearly as worried, ranking him seventh in the class. 

And our two in-house experts have a similar disagreement on Russian 
winger Daniil But: Pronman sees him as a top-10 talent, but Wheeler has 
him slated for the very end of the first round. 

The biggest range, however, belongs to Saskatoon defenseman Tanner 
Molendyk, who ranked as high as 20th for Pronman and as low as 62nd 
for McKenzie. And he’s followed by three other defensemen, Sioux Falls 
RHD Maxim Strbak,  London Knights RHD Oliver Bonk and Russian LHD 
Dmitriy Simashev. 

That speaks to the wide range of opinions on this class of defensemen. 

It’s been 20 years since the draft’s top defenseman went outside the top 
five, when Ryan Suter was picked seventh in 2003. But none of 
Pronman, Wheeler or McKenzie have a defenseman in their personal top 
six, and all three have different preferences for the top dog on ‘D.’ 

Top defensemen 

Player High ranking Low ranking 

David Reinbacher 

7 (Pronman) 

20 (McKenzie) 

Axel Sandin Pellikka 

17 (McKenzie) 

21 (Wheeler) 

Mikhail Gulyayev 

16 (Wheeler) 

25 (Pronman) 

Lukas Dragicevic 

27 (Pronman and McKenzie) 

35 (Wheeler) 

Dmitriy Simashev 

17 (Pronman) 

48 (Wheeler) 

Now, it bears repeating that McKenzie’s list is a couple months old by 
this stage, and in a defense class this wide open, it’s possible there could 
be significant movement on the next edition. 

But while Pronman has Austrian David Reinbacher ranked at seventh — 
in line with where Suter went 20 years ago — neither Wheeler nor 
McKenzie have a defenseman in their top 15 in their latest rankings. 

Historically, an outcome like that on draft day would be shocking. You 
have to go back to 1983 to find the last time there wasn’t a defender 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 21, 2023 

 

picked in the top 13. But the variance on even the top defensemen in the 
class is significant, and that tells a story. 

Beyond Reinbacher, who comes in as the highest defender, the next two 
blueliners are undersized puck movers Axel Sandin Pellikka — who had 
the tightest range among this group — and Mikhail Gulyayev. Next is 
WHL righty Lukas Dragicevic, whose scoring rate is not far off recent 
first-round picks Ty Smith (17th in 2018) and Bowen Byram (4th in 2019). 
And then there’s Dmitriy Simashev, who carries with him the uncertainty 
of being a Russian draft eligible in 2023 but also has considerable tools 
and has already gotten some run in the KHL in his age-17 season. 

For now, Reinbacher is ahead of the pack on the consensus big board, 
buoyed by the lone top-10 ranking of the bunch. But it will be fascinating 
to see the movement within this grouping over the coming months. This 
is one position at which consensus was hard to find. 

Which brings us to the goalies. 

Unlike in some recent past seasons, there does not seem to be a slam-
dunk top goalie in this class. In fact, all three of our feeder lists have a 
different goalie up top. 

Top goalies 

List Top Goalie Overall rank 

Pronman 

Adam Gajan 

31 

Wheeler 

Trey Augustine 

54 

McKenzie 

Michael Hrabal 

32 

Pronman went with Slovak Adam Gajan, who was stellar at the world 
juniors and is putting up nice numbers in the U.S. this season between 
the NAHL and USHL. Appearing in the top 60 for both Pronman (who 
had him at 31) and McKenzie, he’s the only goalie to make our 
consensus top 40. 

McKenzie, though, went with Czech netminder Michael Hrabal first on his 
list at No. 32. Hrabal is also playing in the USHL in his first season since 
coming over from Czechia and made a big impression at the Ivan Hlinka 
earlier this season, and between that and his 6-foot-6 frame, it’s hardly a 
surprise to see him in the mix for top goalie honors. 

Wheeler, meanwhile, didn’t rank a goalie in his top 50, but he did have 
U.S. NTDP goalkeeper Trey Augustine as his top goalie at No. 54. The 
Michigan State commit doesn’t have ideal size at 6-foot-1, but as of mid-
March, his .928 save percentage was the best ever by an NTDP goalie 
— quite the stat considering some of the goalies to come through the 
program. 

That all three lists have a different top goalie is revealing about the 
uncertainty that remains, though — even with more time for a true No. 1 
to emerge. 

Really, though, those differences are true throughout the class, at every 
position. And while the class is indeed considered strong at the very top, 
the wide variance on so many other players speaks to just how little 
consensus there really is at this point in time. 

Here’s the full top-40 for March, with each prospect’s place on each list to 
accompany. 

Top 40 NHL Draft consensus ranking 

Player CONSENSUS RANK Pronman Wheeler McKenzie 

Connor Bedard 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Adam Fantilli 

2 

3 

2 

2 

Matvei Michkov 

3 

2 

3 

4 

Leo Carlsson 

4 

4 

4 

3 

Will Smith 

5 

6 

5 

6 

Zach Benson 

6 

13 

6 

5 

Dalibor Dvorsky 

7 

11 

8 

9 

Colby Barlow 

8 

9 

14 

8 

Brayden Yager 

9 
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12 

13 

7 

Oliver Moore 

10 

14 

9 

11 

Eduard Sale 

11 

16 

10 

12 

Ryan Leonard 

12 

15 

15 

10 

Nate Danielson 

13 

5 

22 

15 

David Reinbacher 

14 

7 

17 

20 

Matthew Wood 

15 

19 

12 

14 

Gabriel Perrault 

T16 

21 

11 

23 

Calum Ritchie 

T16 

23 

19 

13 

Samuel Honzek 

T18 

10 

27 

19 

Axel Sandin Pellikka 

T18 

18 

21 

17 

Andrew Cristall 

20 

33 

7 

18 

Daniil But 

21 

8 

31 

25 

Mikhail Gulyayev 

22 

25 

16 

24 

Quentin Musty 

23 

22 

20 

26 

Ethan Gauthier 

24 

32 

24 

16 

Charlie Stramel 

25 

26 

29 

21 

Lukas Dragicevic 

26 

27 
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35 

27 

Bradly Nadeau 

27 

28 

26 

36 

Dmitriy Simashev 

28 

17 

48 

35 

Gavin Brindley 

29 

34 

25 

43 

Oliver Bonk 

30 

24 

56 

30 

Riley Heidt 

31 

18 

22 

Tanner Molendyk 

32 

20 

40 

62 

Maxim Strbak 

33 

29 

63 

33 

Koehn Ziemmer 

34 

23 

31 

Otto Stenberg 

35 

32 

28 

Kasper Halttunen 

36 

33 

29 

Caden Price 

37 

37 

38 

Jayden Perron 

38 

28 

50 

Hunter Brzustewicz 

39 

36 

44 

Adam Gajan 

40 

31 

56 

The Athletic LOADED: 03.21.2023 

1272148 Websites 

 

How NHLers watch hockey games, from scheme nerds to skill thieves to 
‘turn my brain off’ and enjoy 

 

Mark Lazerus 

 

Every NHL team has its own group chat, in which players will throw out 
dinner ideas on the road, check what time the bus leaves the hotel, talk a 
little smack, share a few memes — the usual stuff. But for a few years, 
Patrick Kane, Alex DeBrincat and Dylan Strome had to create a side chat 
of their own because nobody else was interested in their hockey-nerd 
discussions. 

The three former Blackhawks frequently would pick a game to watch 
together from their separate homes and spend the evening texting each 
other observations, their own running commentary to partner with the 
broadcast. 

Did you see that pass by So-and-So? 

Keep an eye on the power play. They moved So-and-So from down low 
into the bumper spot. 

When did So-and-So switch sticks? Wasn’t he with Bauer? That new 
stick’s way whippier. 

“It makes the game more fun,” Strome said. “And you’re always learning 
something from those two guys.” 

Said Kane with a shrug: “We just like watching hockey.” 
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We can all relate. 

Now, that trio is a little rare in hockey circles. Some guys watch the game 
critically. Most watch it casually. A whole lot hardly watch at all. But when 
they do watch an NHL game, all of them see it with a deeper 
understanding of the speed, the skill, the schemes and the nuances than 
any mere mortal can hope to. Any hockey fan could learn a lot by seeing 
it through their eyes. 

To get that perspective, The Athletic has spent the past few months 
asking NHLers what they focus on as viewers. 

Here’s how the pros watch the game. 

The thieves 

If imitation is the sincerest form of flattery, then NHL players are 
relentlessly pumping each other’s tires — by stealing their best moves. 

Sidney Crosby, Penguins center: You’re always watching guys and 
seeing tendencies. Some years have trends and there’s no real 
explanation for it, but it works out a certain way. You kind of process that 
sometimes. If you’re watching guys, especially with the creativity that 
guys have now, the more you can learn, the better. 

Robert Thomas, Blues center: You’re always stealing. You can always 
learn stuff from other guys. I like just looking at little things, whether it’s 
the way someone shoots the puck, the angle they use, or just plays that 
they’re looking for on the power play. The league’s always getting more 
creative, and people are coming up with new ways to score, so you’ve 
got to stay on top of it. There’s always stuff to learn. That’s why I love 
watching hockey. 

Max Domi, Stars forward: I like learning from watching, so I’ll watch guys 
that play the same position as me, or guys like Sidney Crosby. On the 
power play, you watch guys that play the same position as you and how 
they play away from the puck. That’s how you learn. And then you try to 
replicate that when you get your own reps in practice. 

Patrick Kane, Rangers winger: Sometimes you can pick up on things. 
(Seth) Jones came up to me (note: interview took place before Kane was 
traded to the Rangers) and showed me a clip of Vancouver doing 
something on the power play that we maybe could try. It’s always worth 
checking out what other teams are doing. 

Cale Makar, Avalanche defenseman: There are certain players that I like 
to watch, just to see if there are different things you can look at in their 
games to improve on. There are so many exciting players in the league. 
I’ve seen so many things about (Connor) McDavid this year, I thought he 
had 200 points already (note: interview took place in early January). 
There’s him, and that Tage Thompson guy this year, I always see stuff 
about him. D-wise, I obviously like watching (Roman) Josi and those top 
guys. Erik Karlsson. I haven’t seen him a lot this year, but offensively, 
he’s been unbelievable. I’ve been watching less hockey this year than in 
years past, because it’s just been so much and I’ve been trying to get a 
release from hockey when I can. 

Thomas: I watch them all. If you watch the same guy, you see the same 
things. So it’s nice to look at everyone and see what you can learn. 

Jason Robertson, Stars winger: Sometimes a guy makes a very discreet 
play that you otherwise wouldn’t notice if you were just a bystander. As a 
player, you know, wow, that small play, that small detail was pretty cool. 

Luke Richardson, Blackhawks coach: I always try to give (my players) a 
player to reference, to go home and watch some of their games. (For 
Chicago center Jason Dickinson), if you see Boston playing, watch 
(Patrice) Bergeron. I know he’s right-handed, but watch how he plays 
center, watch how he does all the little things right, and how it leads to 
big things. Same with undersized defensemen. I used to tell them to 
watch guys like Tobias Enström, maybe Erik Karlsson the first year, 
because he was a little smaller and skinnier at that time but a really good 
defenseman. Try to get them to emulate what they’re doing. We can 
show all the mistakes and good things a player does, but if they have a 
picture in their mind of what someone else does well, and they get to see 

them and the execution and the results they get, that’s a skill in coaching 
that’s maybe underused. 

Moritz Seider, Red Wings defenseman: You definitely watch a little more 
carefully when a Makar, a (Quinn) Hughes, a (Victor) Hedman, a Josi are 
on the ice. 

Domi: It can be as simple as the routes the guys will take. After Crosby 
wins a draw, which way does he go? Does he take the guy this way and 
then come this way? It sounds like nothing to you, but for us, that’s the 
stuff that we pay attention to, because those are the little details that 
make a difference. 

The scouts 

With so much information being thrown at NHL players by their coaches 
and analytics teams, there sometimes isn’t room to process much more. 
But you never know when one idle night of channel-flipping in the team 
hotel can pay off down the road. 

Darnell Nurse, Oilers defenseman: The stuff you pick up is not always for 
your own personal game. Sometimes you can pick up on some things if 
you’re playing a team a few weeks down the line. Their positioning, the 
way they forecheck, certain players’ tendencies, different positions. If a 
guy’s working the half-wall on a power play, what different pressures 
present challenges to him, or might not present challenges to him? Off 
the rush, what are their tendencies, where do they like to bring the puck? 
Stuff like that. 

Dylan Strome, Capitals center: You’re always keeping an eye on what 
teams do, how they run their systems and stuff. You just kind of keep that 
in the back of your mind for later. 

Domi: It’s not really a critical mind; it’s just more of a mind of a student. 
We’re all students of the game. Even Kane, a Hall of Famer, he’s still 
studying the game. 

Not everybody is squirreling away acorns of knowledge for later, 
however.  

Crosby: I’m not really looking at systems and things like that. 

Seider: I’m not looking at schemes or systems or anything. Not a single 
bit. I just watch for my enjoyment. I like seeing cool goals scored, cool 
power plays. I definitely don’t watch from a hockey-player perspective. 
You’re not watching and thinking, “Oh, they’re playing a 1-2-2 or a 1-3-1.” 
It’s more, “Wow, they’re playing good hockey.” 

Kane: Andreas (Athanasiou) and I were talking about this (earlier in the 
season). Let’s say Winnipeg’s playing in St. Louis tonight and is (in 
Chicago) tomorrow. He likes to tune in and watch Winnipeg. I don’t like to 
tune in and watch them because I don’t want to have anything in my 
head. Sometimes it’s nice to see little things here and there, but we’ll see 
that in the pre-scout or when you’re going over power-play stuff. I don’t 
want to think, “Oh, this guy hammered this guy last game, so I’ve got to 
watch out for that.” Because then I’m thinking about that instead of just 
playing, you know? 

Makar: I’m not scouting at all. I try to stay in the now. 

Nathan MacKinnon, Avalanche center: I mean, Bedsy (coach Jared 
Bednar) shows so much video, there’s only so much you can watch. 

Robertson: If I was killing penalties, maybe I’d be watching that way. But 
I don’t PK, so I don’t need to worry about it. 

Nurse: When I watch, I’m analyzing everything, right? I guess the fans 
are analyzing everything, too, now. They’re pretty smart nowadays. 

The fans 

The NHL is notoriously bad at staggering start times to allow maximum 
viewing possibilities. But stacking games on top of each other does 
occasionally lead to those glorious fandom moments when several 
games are headed for overtime right around the same time. You watch 
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one, flip over to the next, then the next, then the next. Hockey players do 
that, too. Stars: They’re just like us. 

Robertson: I think I watch a lot more than a lot of players when I’m home. 
When games are close, maybe in the third period or going to overtime — 
I have the NHL app and you see red and you know someone’s on the 
power play. So I’ll go on the app and just watch. It’s more fun than just 
watching the whole first and second period. 

Chandler Stephenson, Golden Knights center: I just kind of turn my brain 
off and watch. There are subtle little things that you appreciate, whether 
it’s a little pass or just someone’s smarts. Those things stand out to you, 
as a player. But you’re just kind of watching. You’re usually in the hotel 
room when you’re watching, so you’re just kicking back and relaxing. 

Domi: That’s how all sports are, really, because you just want to see the 
ending. It’s exciting. Maybe at the end of the night, you’ve got an old 
team you used to play for, buddies you used to play with — you want to 
see how they’re doing. 

Kane: When you grow up watching the game, and grow up viewing the 
game as a fan, it’s easy to get back to that. Plus, the teams and players 
I’m watching are players that I’m interested in and find fun to watch. It’s 
not hard to flip that switch and just be a fan. 

MacKinnon: If it’s a 3-3 game late in the third and there are some exciting 
players playing, I’ll throw it on. But there are definitely some teams I 
won’t watch. 

And those are …? 

MacKinnon: *hard stare* 

Ah, the boring teams, you mean. 

MacKinnon: Yeah. I like watching good talent and good hockey. 

Nurse: When you watch it from overhead or on camera, it looks a lot 
different than when you’re out there on the ice. There are plays you’ll see 
that you know the guy probably can’t actually see in the moment. So 
you’re like, “Oh, why didn’t you make that play?!” Well, it’s because he’s 
got two guys on him and another forechecker coming down the wall. So 
it’s fun from that perspective to watch from up top and see it as the fans 
do. 

Adam Fox, Rangers defenseman: Sometimes you watch a play and you’ll 
be like, “Oh, he had this!” But you’re not really dissecting guys’ games 
and trying to break down the film. I try to watch them play as a fan. 

Jack Hughes, Devils center: I love watching hockey, and I’ve got my 
brothers playing all the time, so I’m always watching Michigan and 
Vancouver. There are certain teams I like watching, too. You just snap on 
the TV and put a game on. Sometimes, (you’re watching) seriously, but 
it’s more as a fan, just watching it and enjoying it. 

Makar: The other day, a couple of games went to overtime, and I was 
flipping back and forth. You’re not (emotionally invested), but it’s just 
exciting. It’s not like that nervousness I have when I’m out of the lineup 
and watching our team. That’s when I’m really invested. I absolutely hate 
that. I get so much more stressed when I watch our team than when I 
play. And I’m definitely more critical when I’m watching our own team 
than someone else’s. 

Dominik Kubalik, Red Wings winger: I’m just a fan. I feel like when it’s not 
about you, it’s pretty simple to (turn that analytical part of your brain off). 
When you’re in the game, it’s obviously different. But when you’re 
watching the game, it’s just a fun sport to watch. I’m not trying to find 
mistakes or anything like that. I just try to watch the Czech guys or the 
other guys I know. 

When your buddies mess up, do you text them any words of 
encouragement or even a little trash talk? 

Kubalik: No, no, no. You know he’s already going to take a tough beating 
the next day. We all make mistakes. 

Nurse: It’s always fun sending a text after they mess up or something. 
Nah, if they mess up, they don’t want to hear that. But if they score a 
goal, you send them a nice text, like “nice goal.” Or “lucky goal.” 

Seider: I’m for sure checking in when some of the boys are playing. 

The boys? 

Seider: Pretty much every German guy who’s in the league. It’s fun to 
see them competing in the best league in the world, and I’m cheering for 
every single one of them. 

The ascetics 

Do lawyers watch legal dramas in their free time? Do forensic analysts 
watch “CSI” after work? Hockey is these guys’ job, and sometimes, you 
want to get as far away from work as possible. Even when work is a 
game. 

MacKinnon: We play so much, a lot of the time you don’t want to have 
more hockey. I’d rather be playing video games or something. 

Hughes: You go through streaks. I could go a month without watching a 
game if you’re just hockeyed out a little bit. 

Zach Werenski, injured Blue Jackets defenseman: I usually watch a lot. 
But now that I’m done for the season, I really don’t have any desire at the 
moment. It’s kind of weird. I’m so rattled by the whole thing that I don’t 
really want to watch yet. I’m sure that’ll change soon. Especially for the 
playoffs. 

Alex Ovechkin, Capitals winger: (I watched a lot) my first couple of years. 
Not now. Family life. But my son watches hockey all the time, so I 
sometimes watch with him. 

OVI JR SCORES ‼#NHLAllStar | @Capitals | @penguins 
pic.twitter.com/GKgoxdWusC 

— Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) February 4, 2023 

Do you break down the game for him? 

Ovechkin: No, he knows. He understands everything. 

Domi: I’m always a little surprised when guys don’t watch hockey. Listen, 
I’ll watch it for my buddies, I’ll watch it to learn, I’ll watch it just because 
I’m a fan of the game. It’s all of the above. I just love hockey. 
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NBC’s Tara Slone on speaking her mind about James Reimer: ‘We have 
to talk about this’ 

 

Sean Fitz-Gerald 

 

On Saturday night, Canadian broadcaster Tara Slone was on the air in 
California, covering a breaking story as part of her new job with the San 
Jose Sharks and NBC Sports. Goaltender James Reimer was refusing to 
wear a Pride-themed jersey during warm-ups, citing his religious beliefs. 

“I think it is an active thing that he is doing by sitting out and not wearing 
the Pride jersey,” she said during the broadcast. “I think a lot of us are 
very disappointed. We were hoping that the whole team would show this 
act of solidarity and inclusion and acceptance. 

“What’s hard to watch happen, I think, right now, is this sort of ripple 
effect.” 

Flyers defenseman Ivan Provorov boycotted his team’s scheduled Pride 
night in January. Days later, the Rangers elected not to wear Pride-
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themed jerseys as scheduled. Earlier this month, the Wild declined to 
wear Pride jerseys during a pregame warm-up. 

The rest of the Sharks wore the Pride jersey. 

“I woke up today just really sad,” Slone said in an interview with The 
Athletic on Monday. “It’s less about James Reimer himself, and more 
about what’s happening in the world, which I find so painful.” 

Slone relocated to California last fall, months after Sportsnet announced 
the cancellation of “Rogers Hometown Hockey,” which she had co-
hosted with Ron MacLean. Her partner, former defenseman Dan Boyle, 
had settled in San Jose in retirement. 

In November, Slone began working as host/contributor for the Sharks 
and NBC Sports Bay Area. As reaction continued to roll in from the 
weekend, she fielded questions from The Athletic. 

(This interview has been edited for length and clarity.) 

When did you hear about the stance James Reimer was going to take? 

I think a lot of us were anticipating there would be a holdout or two. 
Coach (David) Quinn was asked about it a few days before the Pride 
game. And with his answer, it just didn’t seem like the whole team would 
be wearing them. So we were prepared for somebody to hold out. 

I got a text from my producer, Sean Maddison, shortly after it was 
announced. It was Saturday morning. 

How did you decide what you would say on the air? 

Obviously, for me, it’s a balancing act, right? I work for the team. I also 
work for the broadcaster that works for the team. I knew I had to be 
careful. Honestly? My first feeling was I was so heartbroken for the 
organization itself, because I knew how much work had gone into all of 
the events leading up to the Pride game itself. 

And I know how much work they do internally. That’s one of the things 
about being employed by the team: I know that this is an organization 
that puts their money where their mouths are in terms of internal 
education. It’s not just a one-night thing. 

What really sucked is seeing that their efforts were being overshadowed 
by James Reimer’s decision. I knew that I had the faith of NBC. They 
brought me in for a reason. They knew exactly what they were getting 
when they decided they wanted me to be part of the team. 

And I think part of it is to address issues like this, to have real 
conversations about hockey culture. If they were looking for another 
hockey talking head, I’m not it. I am not an analyst. 

.@TaraSlone and @BrodieNBCS discuss James Reimer not wearing a 
Pride jersey during warm-ups pic.twitter.com/uqxz3wRn2A 

— Sharks on NBCS (@NBCSSharks) March 19, 2023 

Had you scripted what you were going to say? 

I didn’t script anything, no. And I haven’t watched it back, actually, so I 
don’t really remember what I said. What made it easy for me is that I felt 
so aligned with what Brian Burke had sent me. 

Did you interview him? 

He texted it to me. I had spoken to him. He came through with the 
Penguins. I’d spoken to him after Ivan Provorov refused to wear his Pride 
jersey. I wanted to get Burkie’s thoughts. I knew that, in this case, he 
would have something to say. Reimer played under him. Reimer played 
for him at a time when Brendan Burke was out, and when Brendan died. 
(Reimer was with the AHL’s Toronto Marlies, and Brian Burke was the 
Maple Leafs’ GM, when Brendan Burke died in February 2010.) 

To me, other than just being disappointing — and disappointing on behalf 
of the team itself — it is just such a dangerous time for that community. I 
felt so heartbroken that this was something that was going to be used as 

a further launch point for all the people who have demonized the 
LGBTQ+ community. 

That was, and remains, the biggest heartbreaker of this whole thing. 

What has been the reaction? 

Really divided. A lot of people applauding NBC for allowing that to 
happen. Applauding the Sharks. Applauding me, I guess. But there’s just 
so much vitriol out there. People standing by Reimer’s freedom of 
religious expression. And just complete, horrible, weaponization. Using it 
as a platform to energize all these false narratives. 

Honestly? I feel kind of sick to my stomach. It’s really not about what I’ve 
taken personally. It’s about what I’m seeing out there, and what is an 
indication of where the greater world sits. We’re a long way from equality 
and understanding, that’s for sure. 

You’ve been on NBC for less than a year … 

Yeah. I only got my work visa in December. 

Were you concerned about what kind of editorial freedom you might 
have, given your brief tenure? 

It wasn’t a matter of that. Like I said, they knew who I was coming into 
this. Both the Sharks and NBC really created a situation for me because 
of who I am, because of what I bring. And my outspokenness is part of 
what I bring. I’ve said this many times at this point: It’s really refreshing 
for me to be in a place where I am celebrated and not just tolerated — 
where my viewpoints are actually encouraged. 

At the same time, it is a balancing act, and I have to be careful. I want to 
make sure that I’m honest, but also fair to the team. I spoke to Scott 
Emmert, who’s the (vice president) of communications. He knew that we 
were going to say something. I assured him. I said: “Scott, I’m going to 
be fair, but we have to talk about this.” 

Nobody told me to watch myself. Nobody gave me anything to say or not 
to say. 

How are people reacting around San Jose? 

I don’t know. I’ve only been hanging out with my 13-year-old daughter. 
(Smiles) But certainly, in the hockey world and in the Sharks fan 
community, it’s the biggest topic of conversation. 

What happens next? 

I think it has opened some important discourse. I really wonder, though, 
moving forward, how the fans are going to react to Reimer. But as I’ve 
seen in hockey — over and over again — stuff, unfortunately, tends to be 
forgotten pretty quickly. I think what happens next is life goes on. It’s 
been a hard enough season for the team. It’s almost over. I think 
everybody would love the chance to just regroup. 

How have you adjusted to working in California? 

Working as a team is really different. You come across the challenge of 
finding stories about that one team, for however many broadcasts a year. 
And just making sure you are representing the organization properly. 

The fanbase is different here. I think it is a much more diverse fanbase. A 
rabid fanbase. They’ve had a lot of years of success. With the team, it’s 
not the happiest place right now. But I think people have a lot faith. 

Do you have a sense of how long you’ll stay in California? 

(Laughs) Well, the man I love is here. If I left, that would mean leaving 
him, and I have no intention of doing that. He’s not leaving. He’s built his 
dream home. And job-wise, I’m really excited about the future with both 
the Sharks and with NBC. 

I think we’ll re-assess what everything is going to look like in the 
offseason. But I certainly hope this is just the beginning for me. 
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ESPN / NHL playoff projections: Can the Flames make the postseason? 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

 

Last season, the Calgary Flames won the Pacific Division crown, and 
made it to the second round of the playoffs before losing to Connor 
McDavid and the Edmonton Oilers in the latest round of the Battle of 
Alberta. 

It was a summer of drastic change for the Flames. Out were forwards 
Johnny Gaudreau, Matthew Tkachuk and Sean Monahan, in were 
forwards Jonathan Huberdeau and Nazem Kadri, along with defenseman 
MacKenzie Weegar. Nevertheless, the sportsbooks had them as an 18-
to-1 Stanley Cup favorite in the fall, and they landed eighth in the ESPN 
preseason power rankings. 

The playoffs remain a possibility for the club, but they are on the outside 
looking in as they take on the Los Angeles Kings tonight (10:30 p.m. ET, 
NHL Power Play on ESPN+); they are six points and five regulation wins 
behind the Seattle Kraken, while they are four points and four regulation 
wins behind the Winnipeg Jets. FiveThirtyEight gives them a 28% chance 
of getting to the playoffs. 

The Flames beat the Kings 6-4 back on Nov. 14, and lost 4-3 in OT on 
Dec. 22. After tonight's game, the two teams play again on March 28. 

Aside from the games against L.A., the Flames play seven of their 10 
other remaining games against teams that are in great draft lottery 
position, one game against the division-leading Vegas Golden Knights, 
and one against the Nashville Predators, who are fighting for one of 
those same wild-card spots. There is certainly a path for a late run to the 
playoffs. 

As we enter the final stretch of the regular season, it's time to check all 
the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for position in the 
2023 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Boston Bruins vs. WC2 Pittsburgh Penguins 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 New York Islanders 

M2 New Jersey Devils vs. M3 New York Rangers 

Western Conference 

C1 Dallas Stars vs. WC1 Seattle Kraken 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 Colorado Avalanche 

P1 Vegas Golden Knights vs. WC2 Winnipeg Jets 

P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Edmonton Oilers 

Monday's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All games not on ESPN, TNT or NHL Network 
are available via NHL Power Play, which is included in an ESPN+ 
subscription (local blackout restrictions apply). 

Florida Panthers at Detroit Red Wings 7 p.m. (NHLN) 

Ottawa Senators at Pittsburgh Penguins, 7 p.m. 

Chicago Blackhawks at Colorado Avalanche, 9 p.m. 

San Jose Sharks at Edmonton Oilers, 9:30 p.m. 

Calgary Flames at Los Angeles Kings, 10:30 p.m. 

Sunday's scoreboard 

Watch "In the Crease" on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Boston Bruins 7, Buffalo Sabres 0 

Minnesota Wild 5, Washington Capitals 3 

Vegas Golden Knights 7, Columbus Blue Jackets 2 

New York Rangers 7, Nashville Predators 0 

St. Louis Blues 3, Winnipeg Jets 0 

New Jersey Devils 5, Tampa Bay Lightning 2 

Vancouver Canucks 2, Anaheim Ducks 1 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

x - Boston Bruins 

Points: 111 

Regulation wins: 46 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 132 

Next game: vs. OTT (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 93 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 111 

Next game: @ NYI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 90 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 11 
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Points pace: 104 

Next game: @ MTL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 77 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 92 

Next game: @ DET (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 64% 

Tragic number: 25 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 86 

Next game: vs. NSH (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 4% 

Tragic number: 20 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 84 

Next game: @ PIT (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 2% 

Tragic number: 19 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 83 

Next game: vs. FLA (Monday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 19 

Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 60 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 12 

Points pace: 70 

Next game: vs. TB (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 6 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 98 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 118 

Next game: @ NYR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New Jersey Devils 

Points: 97 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 12 

Points pace: 114 

Next game: vs. MIN (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 92 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 12 

Points pace: 108 

Next game: vs. CAR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 11 

Points pace: 92 

Next game: s. TOR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 65% 

Tragic number: N/A 
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Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 78 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 93 

Next game: vs. OTT (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 62% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 11 

Points pace: 84 

Next game: vs. CBJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 3% 

Tragic number: 17 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 62 

Regulation wins: 23 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 74 

Next game: vs. FLA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 10 

e - Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 58 

Next game: @ WSH (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Central Division 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 89 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 12 

Points pace: 104 

Next game: vs. SEA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 88 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 12 

Points pace: 103 

Next game: @ NJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 86 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 104 

Next game: vs. CHI (Monday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 11 

Points pace: 94 

Next game: vs. ARI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 64% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 92 

Next game: @ BUF (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 18% 

Tragic number: 23 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 23 

Playoff position: N/A 
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Games left: 13 

Points pace: 80 

Next game: vs. DET (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 12 

Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 12 

Points pace: 76 

Next game: @ WPG (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 7 

e - Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 64 

Next game: @ COL (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Pacific Division 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 92 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 12 

Points pace: 108 

Next game: @ VAN (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 90 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 12 

Points pace: 105 

Next game: vs. CGY (Monday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 86 

Regulation wins: 37 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 12 

Points pace: 101 

Next game: vs. SJ (Monday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Seattle Kraken 

Points: 83 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 99 

Next game: @ DAL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 91% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 77 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 12 

Points pace: 90 

Next game: @ LA (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 28% 

Tragic number: 20 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 80 

Next game: vs. VGK (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 12 

e - Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 56 

Regulation wins: 13 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 12 

Points pace: 66 

Next game: vs. CGY (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 
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Tragic number: E 

e - San Jose Sharks 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 14 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 12 

Points pace: 61 

Next game: @ EDM (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

X -- Clinched playoff berth; E -- Eliminated from playoff contention 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order of the first round, so 
the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 selection. 
As of 2021, a team might move up a maximum of 10 spots if it wins the 
lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 pick. Full 
details on the process can be found here. Sitting No. 1 on the draft board 
for this summer is Connor Bedard, who has been lauded as a 
generational talent. 

1. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 15 

2. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 14 

3. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 16 

4. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 56 

Regulation wins: 13 

5. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 60 

Regulation wins: 18 

6. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 62 

Regulation wins: 23 

7. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 20 

8. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 19 

9. St. Louis Blues 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 23 

10. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 24 

11. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 26 

12. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 25 

13. Washington Capitals 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 25 

14. Nashville Predators 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 25 

15. Calgary Flames 

Points: 77 

Regulation wins: 25 

16. Florida Panthers* 

Points: 77 

Regulation wins: 30 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames squander golden opportunity with 'brutal' 
performance vs. Kings 

 

Eric Francis 

 

LOS ANGELES – Shortly after their morning skate, Flames players were 
greeted by the familiar moustache, grin and handshake of Lanny 
McDonald. 

Making the rounds in an effort to lend support to the lads as they cling to 
the fringes of the playoff race, he offered them up a simple message. 

“Twelve games left: that’s 20 minutes for each guy a night, which is 240 
minutes – four hours,” said McDonald, in town with team sponsors.  

“If you give it your best or four hours each, that’s what makes it work.” 

Well, according to Lannylytics, at least they’ve still got 220 minutes left to 
demonstrate they’re capable of staying in this fight. 

Sure didn’t look like it Monday. 

“It was a brutal game,” said Rasmus Andersson following an 8-2 
humiliation at Crypto.com Arena, where the Flames found themselves 
down 4-0 to a red-hot Kings club in the first period. 

“There’s nothing more to say, really.” 
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One day after being buoyed by seeing playoff rivals Winnipeg and 
Nashville skunked, the Flames followed suit with yet another massive 
setback to their playoff plans. 

In front of a highly-entertained crowd that included John Legend, Vince 
Vaughn and Stampeder-turned-Broncos signing Alex Singleton, the 
Flames were outshot 14-3 in an opening frame that was easily the team’s 
most uninspired performance dating back to their home loss to 
Minnesota.    

Yet, Darryl Sutter refused to blame the team’s energy or readiness. 

“They jumped all over us, all over our mistakes we made in the first 
period,” said Sutter, whose club was outshot 10-0 the final 12 minutes of 
the period. 

“It’s not always about energy, tonight was just about getting outplayed.  

“Game plan was, you’re down 4-0, you pretty much have to flush and 
start again. There’s no other way around it.  

“(Tyler Toffoli) scored the power-play goal to start the second, but five-
on-five I think they dominated us.  

“Flush it. Let’s go.” 

For those keeping track, that’s 17 goals scored by the Kings in the three-
game series with Calgary. 

The shots favoured the Kings, 39-18, which was entirely indicative of how 
badly outplayed the Flames were.  

For those who have yet to give up on this team, the Flames remain four 
back of Winnipeg and one up on Nashville, who have three games in 
hand. 

Up next, Anaheim on Tuesday. 

Nazem Kadri’s frustrations continued, as his time on the ice was cut back 
for the third straight game, finishing at 12:35 of total shift time. Despite 
being bumped from fourth-line duties to a line between Dillon Dube and 
Jakob Pelletier, Kadri’s only impact in the game came midway through 
the third when his took a cross-checking penalty and appeared to try 
drawing Adrian Kempe into a fight. 

Nothing seemed to work for him, or any of the Flames.  

“They outworked us from the drop of the puck and pretty much every 
facet of the game,” said Trevor Lewis in the quietest of dressing rooms. 

“We were too slow, and got out-worked, and that’s what happens  

“It’s tough to fall down early to anyone like that. They came out right from 
the drop of the puck and we weren’t ready for it, and for us to have a 
chance for the playoffs here we’re going to have to work a lot harder and 
play our game tomorrow. 

Jacob Markstrom was mercifully lifted after two periods and six goals on 
26 shots, replaced by Dan Vladar whose first appearance in ten games 
sets up an interesting debate on who Sutter will start against the Ducks.  

“It’s a tough call, because you’re already thinking when it’s 4-cobb… 
you’re thinking about tomorrow already, right, so you’re kind of in 
between in what you’re doing,” said Sutter of the decision to pull 
Markstrom. 

“But (Vladar) hadn’t played in a while, so, good to get him the third.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers ready to fast-forward to playoffs after chaotic win 
over Sharks 

 

Mark Spector March 21, 2023, 2:09 AM 

 

EDMONTON — We’ve tapped our foot for years, waiting for the day 
when the Edmonton Oilers could figure out how to win games that 
Connor McDavid, Leon Draisaitl and the powerplay didn’t win for them. 

Well, perhaps that day has finally arrived. 

Edmonton scored five even-strength goals in a 5-4 overtime win, and No. 
97 nor 29 did not dent the twine even once. But it goes much deeper 
than that. 

In a game where San Jose had three goals called back after successful 
challenges — two for offside and one for goaltender interference — the 
true heroes on the night were sitting the Oilers’ video department: Video 
Coach Jeremy Coupal and Video Co-ordinator Noah Segall. 

“I don't think those guys get credited enough for what they do,” said 
defenceman Mattias Ekholm, who scored twice and went plus-three in a 
sloppy but highly entertaining win. “They're doing long hours too. They 
grind it out, and if you look at it, what's their margin of error? It's an 
offside by inches, right? And because you're supposed to always be right 
when you challenge, it's kind of a not-so-rewarding job at times, because 
you always have to be right. 

“They won us the game tonight.” 

Hey, somebody had to. 

After a five-game stretch that featured opponents like Boston, Toronto, 
Dallas and Seattle, in came the San Jose Sharks — last in the West and 
playing for a draft pick. 

The Oilers looked every bit like a team that just couldn’t work up a lather 
for that kind of a Monday night opponent. They started slowly, got very 
average goaltending from Jack Campbell — beaten seven times, though 
only four counted — and had to gut this one out. 

“Our group, we’ve got better in here for a full 60-minute effort,” admitted 
Darnell Nurse, who sifted home the OT winner on a partial breakaway. 
“But we were resilient. There are nights that you are not going to feel it, 
but you have to find a way to win and we did that tonight.” 

“Last week… we knew it was going to be a tough week,” echoed Ekholm. 
“I guess this might have been a little bit of exhaling, maybe? But, yes, we 
could have been a lot better.” 

Maybe as a team, sure. But as one player, it’s hard to think that Ekholm 
could be any better than he’s been here through his first 10 games. He 
has three goals and nine points with the Oilers, and he is a whopping 
plus-15. 

The big Swede walked in and rifled a slapper top shelf to tie the game at 
4-4 with 3:47 to play, matching Erik Karlsson’s two goals in a showcase 
of two of Sweden’s finest blue-liners. If the Olympics were held tomorrow, 
those two would make one heck of a pair. 

“It’s a result of playing with 97,” downplayed Ekholm. “If you guys look at 
that goal, there's two guys sprinting at him, and that gives me all day and 
all night to wind up and take a look — and take a look again — and then 
hopefully hit it.” 

Still, two goals in one night? This was just what the doctor ordered on a 
night when it just wouldn’t go in for either McDavid or Draisaitl (two 
helpers each). 

“Don't get used to it with me,” Ekholm warned. “I heard it was the second 
multi-goal game of my (729-game) career.” 

With three disallowed goals for San Jose, and one for Edmonton, this 
was truly one of the strange nights in a long season. 

“There was just a lot going on,” said big Nick Bjugstad, shaking his head. 
“I think our coaching staff and our team would prefer not to have a game 
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like that, but we proved we could rally back and battle through some 
adversity there.” 

Edmonton got nailed for goalie interference, costing Zach Hyman yet 
another goal when he hooked James Reimer’s skate in the crease. 

Later in the game, Ryan Nugent-Hopkins had Reimer down and out as 
he maneuvered for a better scoring position. Knowing he was in trouble, 
Reimer just reached out and tackled Nugent-Hopkins, proving that a 
skater can’t breathe on a goalie — but a goalie can put both hands on a 
skater and wrap him up to deny him a goal with no issues. 

Whatever, this was one of those games where you take the points and 
burn the game tape. 

It’s getting to the time of year when we’d all fast-forward to the playoffs. 
Certainly, the Oilers looked that way on a muddling Monday night at 
Rogers Place. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 'Fergalicious': Senators' Ferguson caps off crazy month 
with 48-save win in first NHL start 

 

Kellen Forrest | March 20, 2023, 11:25 PM 

 

Rookie Dylan Ferguson stood on his head with an outstanding 47-save 
performance, and Drake Batherson scored the game-winning goal late in 
the game to help the Ottawa Senators snap five-game skid with a 2-1 win 
over the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

One month ago to the day, Dylan Ferguson signed an AHL contract with 
the Toronto Marlies. And in that month, he was loaned to the ECHL, 
traded to AHL Belleville and now, after Monday night, has collected his 
first career NHL win with the Ottawa Senators. 

Talk about a whirlwind. 

But luckily for the Senators, Ferguson seemed more than fine dealing 
with the chaos, as in his first-career NHL start on Monday, the 24-year-
old netminder made 48 saves on his way to a 2-1 win over the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. 

And while Ferguson will admit to being a little overwhelmed by the last 
four weeks, he tried his best to stay grounded on Monday. 

"I wanted to stay in the moment," Ferguson told Sportnset's Kyle 
Bukauskas after the game. "I knew the guys were going to go to war for 
me tonight, and I planned to do the same." 

And go to war he did, as his 48 saves in his debut set a Senators 
franchise record for saves by a goalie making his first NHL start. 

The Lantzville, B.C. native even claimed to enjoy seeing 40-plus shots. 

"No I love it," Ferguson when asked if he would've enjoyed a break 
Monday. "Every goalie asks for that, especially on a night like that right? 

"I'm not someone that looks at the clock or the shots, I just really try and 
stay in the moment and treat every puck the same." 

Ferguson's only other NHL appearance was a short nine-minute 
appearance for the Vegas Golden Knights back in November of 2017. At 
that time, Ferguson was only 19 and playing for the WHL's Kamloops 
Blazers. 

Fast forward over five years, and Ferguson came 6:21 from posting a 
shutout in his first-career start. Penguins forward Rickard Rakell finally 
solved the new Senators goalie after he banged one in from the side of 
the net. 

Thankfully, Ferguson's teammates were not going deny him his first win, 
as Drake Batherson finished a nice pass from captain Brady Tkachuk to 
reclaim the one goal lead with just over two minutes remaining. 

Ferguson would do the rest, and was rightfully mobbed by his teammates 
after the final horn sounded. Not only was the win his first, it also 
snapped a five-game losing skid for Ottawa. 

But Ferguson doesn't see this as a one-off, as he never lost faith he 
could succeed at the NHL level. 

"I always had that belief inside me," Ferguson said. "I really felt like I had 
some adversity last year that was out of my control. Just grinding. I was 
on a PTO for 40 games this year and I just really tried to make the best of 
every day. 

"I just kept telling myself every day this is where I want to go, so this one 
feels good." 

He certaintly earned the right to celebrate. The next question is when and 
if he will get another chance? 

With his perfromance Monday, it might come sooner rather than later. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens Notebook: Healthy culture has made tough 
season move fast 

 

Eric Engels  

 

MONTREAL — I can only speak to this from my perspective as NHL 
reporter who’s been working the Montreal Canadiens’ beat for 15 years, 
but the league’s schedule always seems to have the same feel to it. 

Whether the Canadiens are experiencing a good and exciting season, a 
bad and boring one, a blend of those two realities or something totally in 
between, for a reporter, training camp feels exhaustingly long, the first 20 
games of the regular season seem to flash by in a blink, you get to Game 
30 and think, ‘I can’t believe there’s 52 more of these,’ and then, after 
running through the sprint to and from the trade deadline, you wake up 
and realize you’re down to weeks and just a dozen games to go. 

You’d imagine players at different stages of their careers experiencing it 
differently from each other, or from their coach. 

But speaking to one rookie, one veteran and one young coach of the 
Canadiens Monday, I thought it was interesting to hear about how much 
overlap there was on the theme of this season going by fast. 

It was Jake Allen, the veteran goaltender in his 10th season, who I 
believe best summed up why he, rookie Johnathan Kovacevic and coach 
Martin St. Louis have all felt this way. 

“Just the way the guys have bought in, and the effort, has made all the 
difference,” Allen said. “We’ve laid a couple of eggs out there, but that’s 
going to happen no matter what. But just in terms of the effort and culture 
we’ve established as a group, for me, and if you’re watching on the 
outside, it’s been great.” 

It could’ve been completely different with the Canadiens leading the NHL 
in man-games lost and owning the fifth-worst record in the league. 

But, as Allen said, “It hasn’t felt as heavy and long as last year did under 
similar circumstances.” 

“There’s a lot of different aspects, but the culture that’s starting to be 
established here has lightened that load for a lot of guys in here,” Allen 
continued. “It could’ve really gone the other way. Some guys could’ve 
taken it harder than others, especially with some youth that we have in 
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our locker room. To be able to say we only have a dozen games left and 
that it’s gone fast doesn’t feel as heavy as it would under similar 
circumstances results-wise.” 

For Kovacevic, it’s been the thrill of a lifetime, the type of amusement 
park ride he’d want to remain buckled into for as long as possible. 

Of course, the culture of the team has offered him the best environment 
to enjoy the experience and feel like it’s only natural it’s going by fast. 

But Kovacevic spent three full years in the AHL earning this opportunity, 
and he can’t even believe how quickly it’s flashed by. 

“That’s been the biggest transition for me, even from the AHL to here, is 
that the schedule is so quick,” the 25-year-old said. “In the AHL, you 
have a lot of back-to-backs, then two, three days off, then more back-to-
backs—and they’re in the same city because you want to save on travel. 
Here you’re travelling basically every other day for a large chunk of the 
schedule. When you’re doing that before games, you’re trying to prepare 
for the game to have all your energy for that 7 p.m. puck drop. You’re 
almost on autopilot, so it just flies by. 

“It’s been my first year, and it’s gone by faster than I could’ve imagined. It 
seems like maybe a month ago that I got picked up on waivers and came 
to Montreal. It’s been five or six months now. I’m so locked into game-
mode. Everything’s so new to me that every game, I’m almost like, ‘Wow, 
I have a game in the NHL today.’ It’s still like that, I don’t know what you 
call it, but like that magical aspect of it where I’m so in the zone. For me, 
it’s just been flying by.” 

It’s been St. Louis first full season behind the bench, and the way he 
described it Monday made it sound like he’s barely had a moment to 
catch his breath. 

“I feel it’s kind of the life cycle. You hit a certain age, it’s like life goes like 
that,” St. Louis said, snapping his fingers. “All of a sudden you’re 60 and 
you’re like…*snaps fingers again.* When you’re young, the season’s like 
that too. It seems like when you’re young you have so much in front of 
you, and then it’s gone. I’m amazed we only have 12 games left. Since 
the break, how fast it’s gone, it’s amazing. I think, as a coach, you really 
have to stay on top of things and stay on your toes because things 
happen so fast and you don’t get do-overs.” 

In one respect, I’m sure Dominique Ducharme experienced a bit of that 
last season before losing his job and being replaced by St. Louis. 

In another, it must have felt interminable as the effort appeared faulty at 
best and the culture completely broken through the first half. 

It’s all seemed to move at the same pace for me, though. 

Each season is long. At times, it feels like it’s rushing by and, at other 
times, it feels like it’ll never end. And then, suddenly, out of nowhere, the 
finish line is in view. 

Brendan Gallagher, Kirby Dach, Jake Evans a step closer to returning 

When I tweeted those three were donning non-contact jerseys at 
practice—for Gallagher and Evans it had been months, while it had been 
weeks for Dach—the responses were a mix of derisive, sarcastic and 
angry. 

But they were also ignoring a couple of critical realities. 

The first of which is considering what returns for at least two of the three 
players mean for the Laval Rocket. 

Montreal’s AHL affiliate is currently two points behind the Rochester 
Americans for the final playoff spot in the North Division and, in this 
season dedicated strictly to development, the Canadiens want it to make 
the playoffs. 

The Rocket only have 11 games remaining to Rochester’s 13, and the 
team is going to need some reinforcements. 

Earlier in the day, prospect Emil Heinemann was sent from Europe to 
Laval. Late last week, Jayden Struble was signed out of college to join 
the Rocket. 

But the Canadiens can’t get Jesse Ylonen and Rafael Harvey-Pinard 
there before two of Gallagher, Dach and Evans return to their lineup, and 
it’s something they would like to be able to do soon. 

The other important thing, which St. Louis spoke to, is for these players 
who have missed a ton of time to get back into games and carry some 
positive momentum into summer. 

“Listen, hockey players want to play, and it sucks when they’re out of the 
lineup,” the coach said. “The wait is difficult, and summer is long. The 
process is you train and you prepare for the following season, but it’s a 
lot easier to prepare when you finish on a positive note. And for injured 
players to return before the end of a season is positive.” 

Whether or not they have a positive effect on results is anything but 
guaranteed 

“The way those players play isn’t as important as them finishing the 
season healthy,” said St. Louis. “If they give us good hockey, that’s a 
bonus.” 

As for the risk of further injury, none of them are rushing back. 

All three of Gallagher, Dach and Evans have been slowly brought along 
to ensure they return at 100 per cent. 

Balance is key 

It is the St. Louis concept we hear most about, often defined by the 
coach as wanting to see his players spread out in all three zones to 
ensure they aren’t duplicating tasks and making it easy for the opposition 
to either defend two players with just one or attack one player with two. 

I like the way Kovacevic defined it earlier on Monday. 

“I’m trying to describe balance without using the word balance, but I 
guess being supportive of the puck but also being spread out enough to 
allow your other teammates to play with the puck or to move in space is 
what it is,” he said. “So we want to be moving, we don’t want to be 
stationary, just five guys on the die. We want to be moving but at the 
same time filling different space on the ice so the guy with the puck has 
as many different outs.” 

Five guys on the die? Like dice? 

“Sometimes when you defend, a coach might say five on a die because 
that’s how the five on dice looks (spread out and balanced),” Kovacevic 
said. “But you don’t want to just look like a stationary five on the die; you 
want to be moving, filling lanes.  Balance would look different in different 
zones, but the concept behind it would be having guys in space being 
able to make plays, hopefully, with speed.” 

It was most interesting to watch a drill the Canadiens performed towards 
the end of Monday’s practice, which aimed at creating that sought-after 
balance, both offensively and defensively, as quickly as possible. 

“It starts with a 4-on-4 and, whenever there’s a change of possession, 
that team has an extra player coming in,” St. Louis explained. “So now 
that fifth player has to help us get balanced right away. As soon as that 
team loses possession, that player’s out, so the other team gains a 
player and it creates chaos. You’re trying to make it muddy for them to 
really find that balance (and find it) quick.” 

One of the reasons it stood out to me today was because the Canadiens 
had previously done this drill many times this season, but just at 4-on-4, 
which made it harder to decipher the objective. 

It became clear what it was really about when a fifth player rotated in, 
especially after I heard St. Louis tell his players, before running it 
Monday, “It’s about getting where you need to be at the right time, and 
think about balance when you’re the guy coming in.” 
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“We used to do that drill just 4v4,” St. Louis confirmed, “and I felt it was 
hard to attack on the inside. So a lot of our drills kind of evolve because I 
feel like we’re not getting enough of what we want. So we try to make it 
better over time, and today was the first time we added a fifth guy to help 
us find that balance and to have an opportunity to attack more and just 
solve really the issue in a chaotic environment. I feel we benefit from 
that.” 

Every drill the Canadiens run incorporates that element of chaos 
because, as St. Louis and director of hockey development Adam 
Nicholas have explained several times, they want to simulate games as 
much as possible and games are chaotic. 

This particular drill the Canadiens ran on Monday was chaotic, but you 
could also see how effective it would be to work on the concept of 
balance that St. Louis feels is so vital. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Ottawa Senators Prospect Report: Will Tyler Kleven put 
pen to paper? 

 

Jason Bukala | March 20, 2023, 12:00 PM 

 

The Senators are an organization that has built much of its core through 
successful picks at the draft table. Players like Tim Stutzle, Brady 
Tkachuk, Jake Sanderson, Shane Pinto, Josh Norris and Drake 
Batherson are homegrown. They have provided general manager Pierre 
Dorion with the confidence to invest draft capital and add other key 
pieces to the roster (most recently Jakob Chychrun) through trades. 

It's important to recognize the job Trent Mann, and his amateur scouting 
staff, have done over the years. In my last year with the Florida Panthers, 
I was the only cross-over scout in North America (in addition to my 
responsibilities in Europe). I know first-hand how difficult it is to set 
schedules globally with a small staff. 

The Senators are led by Dorion (who has an extensive scouting 
background) and Mann. But contributions from Don Boyd, George 
Fargher, Bob Janecyk and the rest of their staff have been remarkable 
given the size of their group. As I write this today, I count nine amateur 
scouts on their staff. 

Here’s a look at the Senators' picks in the next three draft cycles: 

Note: There are several conditions on the first round picks the Senators 
gave up in the Chychrun deal. Find all the details at capfriendly.com. 

The pick that hurts the most on this grid is the 2023 second-round slot 
the Senators gave Chicago to take on the full amount of the Nikita 
Zaitsev contract. The Senators got “future considerations” in return. 

SENATORS PROSPECTS 

Jorian Donovan, D 

The Senators selected Donovan in the fifth round last summer in 
Montreal. The left-shot defender is playing for the Hamilton Bulldogs in 
the Ontario Hockey League. He is deployed in all situations and 
averages over 23 minutes of ice time. 

Donovan is best described as a two-way/transitional defenceman at the 
junior level. He leads the power-play breakout and shows willingness to 
press up ice, with and without the puck, at even strength. He’s a solid 
skater who can escape pressure in his zone. He also absorbs contact to 
make outlets. Donovan isn’t a physical/heavy defender, but he does gap 
up to take away momentum – and occasionally sneaks up on opponents 
with a big hit. 

On the power play, Donovan leans distributor more than shooter. He has 
only scored one of his 12 goals with the man advantage. He is the 
leading point-producing defenceman for the Bulldogs by a wide margin. 
The closest teammate (Lucas Moore) is eighteen points behind Donovan 
in the category. 

Donovan is a capable defender. He reads the play fine. On the penalty 
kill, he uses his reach to intercept pucks and provide an obstacle in the 
shooting lane. There are times, like any young defenceman, when his 
routes/angles are off, resulting in opponents slipping down the boards 
away from his check. In short, there is room for improvement defensively, 
but it’s not due to a lack of effort or awareness. He needs more miles 
before eventually turning pro after next season. 

NHL Projection: Third pairing / Trending second pairing / NHL 2-way “D” / 
Power-Play Distributor 

Leevi Merilainen, G 

The Senators have been juggling their goalies this year due to injury. 
With Mads Sogaard and Kevin Mandolese being thrust into duty, it’s 
interesting to see the progression Merilainen is making in his first year of 
pro. 

The former Kingston Frontenac is finishing up his first season playing for 
Karpat in Finland (Liiga). He was selected in the third round of the 2020 
draft. His stats, this season, have been excellent. He has (eight!) 
shutout’s this season. At the time of writing, he had appeared in 42 
games and posted a 2.02 GAA and .917 save percentage. His stats are 
obviously impressive. 

Merilainen is best described as a butterly/hybrid goalie. He has good size 
and sits tall when down making saves. He has long legs, providing width 
with his pads, when in the butterfly. He rarely ranges outside his posts, 
which leads to good positioning in his crease when fronting pucks. 
Merilainen has average gloves. He doesn’t have an exceptionally quick 
catching hand. His second stop/scramble ability is below average when 
pucks spill to his side. He has room for more lateral 
push/quickness/explosiveness. 

I’ve seen some good, great, and below-average from Merilainen. 

Here are some examples of what I’m describing: 

In this clip, the play ends up attacking through the middle of Merilainen’s 
zone. Several things break down before the shot on goal actually occurs, 
but the goalie is the last line of defence. Merilainen fronts the puck fine, 
but he subtly doesn’t get set. He’s moving forward, his legs open in the 
process, and his stick is out of position. The result speaks for itself. It’s a 
save that an NHL goalie needs to make. 

This next clip shows how Merilainen can use his size and positioning to 
his advantage. He recognizes the middle lane and back side pos, are 
well defended by his teammates. He sets himself square, takes away the 
net, and shows good low pad (stick side) quickness by making a high-
danger save. An argument could be made that he didn’t kick the puck in 
a safer direction, but the speed of the play doesn’t allow for anything but 
a first-stop analysis. He did his job by stopping the initial shot in this 
sequence. 

Merilainen is only twenty years young. He has loads of development time 
ahead of him. There have been nights that his rebound control, second-
stop quickness and “set positioning” have been a bit off. His body of 
work, over the entire season, has been positive, however. I don’t have a 
crystal ball, but it’s my opinion that although it won’t stunt his 
development remaining in Liiga for another season, Merilainen would 
benefit from some extended time in the AHL as his next development 
stop. 

NHL Projection: G2 / Possible G1B / requires at least two more seasons 
at minor league level 

Here’s a look at how some other Senators prospects are trending 
worldwide: 
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Stephen Halliday, F, Ohio State (NCAA) 

NHL Projection: Middle Six – Trending Top Six – Secondary Scorer / 
Power-Play 

Card created by Jason Bukala and The Pro Hockey Group 

Oskar Pettersson, F, Rogle BK / Rogle BK J20 (Sweden) 

NHL Projection – Bottom Six Forward / Penalty Killer / Physical / 
Competitive Role Player 

Card created by Jason Bukala and The Pro Hockey Group 

Tomas Hamara, D, Kitchener Rangers (OHL) 

NHL Projection – 2-Way (7D) / Secondary Power Play Distributor / Even 
Strength / Not Likely PK 

Card created by Jason Bukala and The Pro Hockey Group 

Filip Nordberg, D, Sodertalje SK (Sweden) 

NHL Projection – 2-Way (5D / Potentially (6D) 

Card created by Jason Bukala and The Pro Hockey Group 

Zack Ostapchuk, F, Winnipeg (WHL) 

NHL Projection – Middle Six / Power / All situations / Secondary Scorer / 
Physical 

Card created by Jason Bukala and The Pro Hockey Group 

WILL HE SIGN? 

Tyler Kleven, D, North Dakota (NCAA) 

Tyler Kleven has completed his junior season at North Dakota. 
Indications are the Senators would like Kleven to join the organization as 
soon as he’s ready. The question remains whether Kleven is interested in 
signing with Ottawa, or does he intend on returning for his senior season 
and choosing what team to sign with in free agency in the summer of 
2024? 

If Kleven alerts Ottawa that he will not be signing with the Senators, look 
for his rights to be traded ahead of the draft in Nashville. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets miss chance to add cushion in playoff race but still 
control destiny 

 

Ken Wiebe | @WiebesWorldMarch 19, 2023, 11:02 PM 

 

WINNIPEG - Nate Schmidt is a beacon of positivity, so he can 
understand why he’d be looking at the bright side. 

That’s not to suggest the veteran Winnipeg Jets defenceman is ignoring 
the difficulties his team is presently enduring, but the way Schmidt sees 
it, he prefers the current predicament to the one his team was in roughly 
12 months ago when they were down and out rather than still being in a 
situation where they still control their own destiny. 

In short, it beats the alternative - even after what can only be described 
as a failure to create some separation between the two teams chasing 
them in the Western Conference turtle derby after a 3-0 loss to the St. 
Louis Blues on Sunday night. 

“Any time you lose a game at this time of year, I feel like it’s a lost 
opportunity to get yourself a little further in the standings,” Schmidt told 
reporters in Missouri. “We have 11 games left to do right. You’re in a 

dogfight right now. You’re in the fight and you’d much rather be here than 
where we were. You’d much rather be here and give yourself a chance. I 
like that we have 11 games to do right. Get yourself going and give 
yourself a chance. 

“If you’re sitting here saying there’s 11 games left and we don’t have a 
chance, that would suck, that’s not fun. We’ve battled to be here all year 
and things haven’t been awesome lately for us but, at the same time, 
you’re here for a reason and you have a chance to go do something with 
this.” 

Jets' Schmidt on 'lost opportunity' after being shut out by struggling Blues 

As the Jets dropped to 39-29-3 on the season after missing out on the 
opportunity to sweep the four-game series against the Blues, they remain 
four points up on the Calgary Flames (who hold a game in hand) and five 
up on the Nashville Predators (who hold three games in hand but were 
smoked 7-0 by the New York Rangers on Sunday). 

So as disappointing as a weekend split is for the Jets against a pair of 
teams below the playoff line, it didn’t really cost them - other than the 
opportunity to build a bit more of a cushion. 

The Jets host the Arizona Coyotes on Tuesday before heading out on the 
road for three games in California. 

Three of the next four games are against non-playoff teams, but while 
that looks like a schedule advantage, the Jets can’t afford to take any of 
those clubs for granted either. 

“Have a short memory. We got to get ready for Tuesday. We’re in the 
eighth spot,” Jets head coach Rick Bowness told reporters. “You’d rather 
be in the eighth spot than ninth. This is where we are, now it’s up to us to 
stay there and hopefully push up a little higher.” 

There have been a lot of rinse-and-repeat moments for the Jets of late, 
including giving up the first goal in five consecutive games and nine of 
the past 10. 

Having to chase the game is not a formula for success, especially for a 
team that’s been having trouble lighting the lamp recently. 

The Jets did a pretty good job of limiting the chances against, but the 
ones they gave up were mostly of the Grade A variety. 

By the time the final buzzer had sounded, the Jets had given up two 
backdoor tap-ins (for Kasperi Kapanen and Nathan Walker) and a 
breakaway goal (Jakub Vrana), spoiling the effort of Connor Hellebuyck, 
who made his 54th start of the season on Sunday. 

As for the offence, the Jets have been blanked in two of the past three 
games and they’ve slipped to the bottom third of the NHL in goals 
scored. 

“It sucks. You want to win games. It doesn’t mean you have to win them 
with six goals every night but you want to score enough to win games 
and we haven’t been doing that,” said Ehlers. “So, we know what we 
need to do, it’s just a matter of going out there and doing it.” 

Another issue for the Jets is the inability to convert on the power play. 

By going zero-for-three on Sunday, the Jets are stuck in an 0-for-13 rut 
and the inability to get anything going during a four-minute power play in 
the first period failed to generate any momentum whatsoever. 

The Jets made some tweaks to the two units, promoting Nikolaj Ehlers 
while moving Pierre-Luc Dubois to the second unit but the changes didn’t 
lead directly to results, forcing the group to go back to the drawing board. 

Ehlers dropped the gloves with feisty Blues forward Brayden Schenn in 
an effort to spark his teammates, but the move didn’t have the desired 
effect as the Jets were unable to sustain any momentum in the contest. 

Jets' Ehlers and Blues' Schenn drop the gloves and exchange blows in 
spirited tilt 
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“Yeah. I hit him down in the corner, he gave me a cross-check. I came 
up, slashed him and when you’re fighting for a playoff spot like we are 
and it’s not going your way, you should do anything and try anything. It 
didn’t work out,” Ehlers told reporters before turning his attention to the 
topic of emotion. “Very important. This doesn’t mean that I’m going to be 
fighting every single night, but I tried something. It’s not that I love 
fighting, but like I said, right now you’re doing anything to get going.” 

For the Blues, rookie goalie Joel Hofer made 33 saves to combine on a 
shutout with Thomas Greiss. 

Hofer, a Winnipegger who is having an excellent season with the 
Springfield Thunderbirds of the American Hockey League, won’t get 
credit for a full shutout because he was forced to leave the game 
momentarily after having an issue with the blade on his skate. 

“Of course, there’s obviously a little more motivation there,” Hofer told 
reporters. “I thought the team played really well in front of me. It’s nice to 
get the win, especially against those guys.” 

As for the shutout not ending up on his official record, Hofer wasn’t the 
least bit concerned. 

“It’s alright. I don’t really care about that. I’m just happy to be here and to 
get the win,” said Hofer, who improved to 2-0 on the season as he filled 
in for the suspended Jordan Binnington and 3-1 overall at the NHL level 
for his young career. “I’m super grateful for the opportunity they’ve given 
me.” 

This stretch of inconsistency has stuck around for too long for a Jets 
team that has fallen back to the pack and is now battling to find a way to 
snap out of this funk before it’s too late. 

“It’s been like that for a while,” said Ehlers. “Our last road trip, I thought 
we did really well and the game that we lost was our best game. (On 
Saturday against the Nashville Predators), we showed some fight getting 
back into that game and getting that win, so we need to look ourselves in 
the mirror and figure out what we want.” 
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TSN.CA / Father-to-be Samsonov on edge as he preps for Islanders 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, 
who practised at Ford Performance Centre on Monday ahead of 
Tuesday’s road game against the New York Islanders. 

Ilya Samsonov is due to become a dad any day now, but the goalie is 
keeping his focus on the task at hand as the Leafs depart on a week-long 
trip.  

"This little bit hard," the 25-year-old admits with a smile. "But you need to 
stay focused on the game, especially for tomorrow. I live day by day right 
now and we'll see what's going on. I just want to focus for the game and 
my wife support me, too. You know, she's tried to talk to me a lot about, 
like, no stress, just to play hockey and we will figure out [everything] here 
because everybody helps us here. We're so excited." 

When is the baby boy due?  

"Just God knows this," Samsonov said with a laugh. "I'm not doctor. I 
don't know. I think in next few days."  

Samsonov is scheduled to start against the New York Islanders on 
Tuesday. He stopped 31 of 33 shots to best countryman Ilya Sorokin on 
Jan. 23 in the last meeting between the two teams.  

"As we can all imagine, he's on edge a little bit just with making sure 
things are taken care of here," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "He'll be a 
first-time dad." 

"Nervous and excited, too," Samsonov said. "This is new experience for 
me. You never know, but what I know is my life will be changed. Maybe 
less sleep a little bit, yeah, a couple extra time up at night."   

The Leafs allowed Samsonov to remain home after Friday's win over the 
Carolina Hurricanes instead of travelling to Ottawa where Matt Murray 
started against the Senators on Saturday. Joseph Woll was called up 
from the AHL’s Toronto Marlies to dress as the back-up goalie and he 
remains with the team.  

"I have a new opportunity in my life," Samsonov said. "I want to say thank 
you for whole organization to get a little extra time for me to stay with my 
wife."  

Samsonov specifically thanked Keefe and general manager Kyle Dubas 
for being so understanding.  

The road trip this week includes stops in Sunrise, Fla., on Thursday, 
Raleigh, N.C., on Saturday and Nashville on Sunday.  

"It presents some challenges for sure," said Keefe of Samsonov's 
situation. "We'll take it a day at a time. He will travel with us and be 
prepared to play tomorrow." 

Samsonov has emerged as Toronto's most reliable option in net this 
season with a .917 save percentage. He established a new career high 
by winning a 24th game on Friday.  

Samsonov preps for fatherhood, Islanders while managing injury Ilya 
Samsonov gave an update on Monday about the upcoming birth of his 
child, how he is both excited and nervous, and how appreciative he is 
about Sheldon Keefe and Kyle Dubas being so supportive during the 
entire process. 

--- 

Samsonov isn't 100 per cent healthy right now, which is another reason 
why the Leafs kept him at home on Saturday.  

"I feel good," Samsonov stressed after being a full participant in practice. 
"It's good work today. Good goalie session and good practice with the 
guys. I feel power. I got little bit injury. Nothing crazy, but sometimes I 
feel this one." 

Samsonov was slow to get up after one shot in Monday's practice, but he 
stayed in the net.  

"Thank you again these guys, Sheldon and Kyle, get some extra time for 
me for my injury, too," Samsonov said. "It's not big injury, but it's 
important [to be careful] before playoffs." 

Samsonov indicated he's been dealing with the issue for a while, but it's 
not connected to the knee injury that forced him to miss time earlier this 
season.    

The Talking Point: Should the Leafs consider load management? The 
Maple Leafs and Lightning are destined to play each other in the first 
round of the playoffs, so with no playoff seeding to play for, should the 
Leafs consider load management? TSN Hockey analyst Martin Biron 
shares his thoughts. 

--- 

For just the second time this season, William Nylander has gone three 
straight games without registering a point. The winger has actually gone 
four straight games without a point in 5-on-5 play and his ice time 
declined in each outing last week.  

"I just find when the the puck's hitting his stick, his feet aren't moving to 
the same degree," Keefe said. "He's not attacking. There's a lot more 
perimeter, a lot more just sort of getting rid of the puck. I want him to 
hang onto it. I want him to challenge. I want him to be on the attack. I 
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want to see lots of pace from him. That's when he's at his best. So, that's 
really it. Just get back to doing that. It's been too long now since we've 
seen that consistently from him, but as we've seen through most of the 
season it's certainly there." 

Keefe is trying to get Nylander going by giving him new linemates. The 
26-year-old Swede played with the speedy Sam Lafferty and the recently 
recalled Bobby McMann on Saturday in Ottawa and that trio remained 
intact at Monday's practice.  

"He's not skating to the same degree he was earlier in the season when 
he was a dominant player for us," Keefe said. "We need to get him back 
going that way so playing him more with guys who can skate and move 
their feet." 

Keefe offered a similar critique the last time Nylander's play dipped in 
early January. Back then the coach actually moved Nylander to the 
centre position in an effort to get him moving more.   

In past seasons, consistency proved elusive for Nylander, but this year 
he has been a force most of the way. He leads the Leafs with 35 goals, 
but has scored just twice in the last 10 games.  

Nylander was not available for an interview on Monday despite being 
requested.  

John Tavares only produced two secondary assists in 5-on-5 play during 
four games last week. He skated with the red hot Mitch Marner and 
Michael Bunting on Saturday. That line also remained together on 
Monday.  

"John and Will certainly haven't played with the same results that they've 
had through most of the season here," Keefe said. "They've cooled off a 
fair bit and just wanting to help them get themselves going whether that's 
Mitch going with John or Will just on his own ... he can be the guy who 
can really drives things." 

Keefe on Nylander slump: 'He's not attacking ... it's been too long' Maple 
Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe explained the reasoning for his current 
forward lines, saying it is mostly about getting John Tavares and William 
Nylander going as he feels both players 'have cooled off a fair bit' as of 
late. Keefe hopes that Nylander will be forced to drive his own line 
alongside speedy guys, which will hopefully get him skating again. 

--- 

Auston Matthews remains on a line with Alex Kerfoot and Calle Jarnkrok.  

"Outside of some good nights from Marner and Matthews and them 
going, I don't think we've had a lot," Keefe acknowledged.  

Matthews and Jarnkrok linked up for last Wednesday's game against the 
Colorado Avalanche and generated some instant chemistry. In 
conversation with reporters in Ottawa, Keefe revealed that Matthews "felt 
strongly" about continuing with Jarnkrok.  

"He's a great player," Matthews raved after setting up a pair of Jarnkrok 
goals against the Senators. "I mean, he's just so sneaky good at so many 
things and so smart. He gets into great spots all over the ice, not just in 
the offensive zone, and just a real easy guy to play with. His release is 
one of the prettiest releases I've seen in a long time and it's a lot of fun 
watching him get the puck off." 

That's high praise from the two-time Rocket Richard Trophy winner. At 
age 31 and in his 10th NHL season, Jarnkrok has now established a new 
career high with 17 goals. On a team full of high-end talent, the soft-
spoken Swede boasts an underrated weapon.  

"It's really incredible," said Kerfoot. "It doesn't get the attention that 
maybe some of the best shooters in the game get, but he's able to get it 
off and when he gets it off clean it usually goes in the back of the net. It 
doesn't look like he's putting a ton of effort into his shot, but it just comes 
off his stick real clean and he puts it in his spot a lot of the time. When he 
gets chances he usually puts it in the back of the net." 

Matthews on Jarnkrok: 'One of the prettiest releases I’ve seen in a long 
time' Members of the Maple Leafs spoke on Monday about Calle 
Jarnkrok’s shot and how he is one of the most underrated players on the 
team. 

--- 

Kerfoot emerged as the unlikely hero in Saturday's nine-round shootout.  

"I went in the shootout once last year and did the same move," Kerfoot 
noted. "I had a couple penalty shots earlier this year that didn't go so well 
so, in the back of my mind, I was thinking if I went I was just going to go 
back to that move. I had success with it and didn't have success with 
anything else. I tried to come in from that side, open him up a little bit, 
pretend like I was going low blocker and hope his five hole opened up." 

Kerfoot ended a seven-round shootout in Washington last season the 
same way.  

"It's just when something works you go back to it, I guess," he said. "It's 
difficult for the goalie when you get him moving laterally a little bit and 
you come in with a little bit of speed. They can read low blocker and then 
it opens up. It's not the nicest move in the world. Auston and Willy and 
Mitchy and those guys make goalies look a little bit worse." 

Kerfoot can't be picky at this point. He hasn't scored a goal in 24 games 
dating back to Jan. 17. The pending unrestricted free agent only has 
seven goals this season.  

So, maybe the shootout success can be a springboard?  

"Hopefully," Kerfoot said with a grin. "It'd be nice. It's nice to see one hit 
the back of the net. I haven't seen one hit the back of the net in a while 
so hopefully that will be a sign of things to come." 

Kerfoot has had 34 straight shots stopped in the run of play. His shooting 
percentage has cratered to 6.4, which is down from his career average of 
12.2.  

"It can only help in terms of confidence and swagger," said Keefe. "It's a 
big goal at a very important time. You come through like that for your 
team, it can only help you feel good. The guys made sure he knew how 
happy they were for him."  

Teammates have constantly praised Kerfoot for the subtle contributions 
he makes. And on Saturday they relished the chance to mob the 28-year-
old following his star turn in the shootout.  

"That just goes to show what type of teammates they are," Kerfoot said. 
"Yeah, it meant a lot. We're a tight-knit group in here." 

Unlikely shootout hero Kerfoot feels the love from Leafs Alexander 
Kerfoot and Sheldon Keefe spoke to the media on Monday about the 
increased confidence Kerfoot can have in his game after his clutch 
shootout goal on Saturday and how that win can be a building point for 
multiple players to get their game back on track with the playoffs 
approaching. 

--- 

Noel Acciari left Friday's game following a collision with Hurricanes 
winger Jesse Puljujarvi. He was held out of Saturday's game as a 
precaution. 

"I just didn't feel right, but the training staff, doctors, the coaching staff, 
and everyone was good about it and making sure," Acciari said. "Taking 
those extra couple days definitely helped." 

The gritty forward was back on the ice at Monday's practice and skating 
on his regular line with Zach Aston-Reese and David Kampf.  

"Feel good," the 31-year-old said. "I'm glad to be back out there with the 
guys." 

On Friday night, Keefe expressed frustration that no penalty was called 
on Puljujarvi.  
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"I watched it a couple times," Acciari said of the play. "He was trying to 
hold the line and I was trying to backcheck. He caught me off-guard 
when he put his hands up. That's all. It is what it is ... He was bracing 
more than anything, which makes it seem like he saw it coming, but it is 
what it is. It's a hockey play. I just got to get past it. It wasn't anything 
major so I'm ready to get back out there." 

"All signs point to him being available tomorrow," Keefe said. 

Leafs' Acciari ready to return; calls Puljujarvi collision 'a hockey play' 
Maple Leafs forward Noel Acciari returned to practice on Monday after 
missing Saturday's game for precautionary reasons. Acciari took a high 
hit from Hurricanes forward Jesse Puljujarvi last Friday but said he's 
feeling fine and is ready to play Tuesday when the Leafs visit the 
Islanders. 

--- 

Aston-Reese scored twice on Friday with the Leafs wearing their St. Pat's 
sweaters.  

"It's exciting," he said. "I definitely needed it. I've been struggling in the 
points department so it's nice to get on the board. I'm really liking these 
green jerseys. I'm starting to think they’re lucky for me." 

The goals snapped a 14-game drought for Aston-Reese, who had not 
bulged the twine since Jan. 29.   

Aston-Reese is now up to seven goals on the season with the last six 
coming when TSN broadcasts the game. Tuesday's tilt in New York will 
be on TSN.  

--- 

Toronto's top power-play unit assembled on the ice before Monday's 
practice for some extra work with assistant coach Spencer Carbery. Erik 
Gustafsson joined the unit and split quarterback reps with Morgan Rielly.  

Will Gustafsson get a look with that unit down the stretch?  

"We'll see," said Keefe. "It's important to have an understudy there that's 
working with the second group and making sure you have somebody 
ready. In Washington he was taking on a ton of that responsibility and 
excelling in that role so we're mindful of that and want to make sure he's 
up to speed in terms of what the other guys are doing." 

Once the main practice started, Rielly worked exclusively with the top 
unit while Gustafsson was with the second group.  

Toronto's power play is second overall this season (25.9 per cent).  

--- 

T.J. Brodie missed practice after blocking a shot on Saturday. The 
defenceman is considered day-to-day, per Keefe. 

Leafs Ice Chips: Brodie day-to-day; Gustafsson is PP1 'understudy' Erik 
Gustafsson was seen rotating in with the first power play unit at practice 
on Monday and Sheldon Keefe spoke to the media about how it's 
important to have multiple players up to speed and ready to step in if 
needed down the stretch. TSN's Mark Masters has more. 

--- 

Lines at Monday's practice:  

Kerfoot - Matthews - Jarnkrok  

Bunting - Tavares - Marner  

McMann - Lafferty - Nylander  

Aston-Reese - Kampf - Acciari  

Simmonds  

Rielly - Gustafsson  

Giordano - Holl  

McCabe - Liljegren  

Timmins - Schenn  

Samsonov  

Murray  

Woll 

Special teams work at Monday's practice:  

PP1 - Rielly, Matthews, Marner, Nylander, Tavares  

PP2 - Gustafsson, Kerfoot, Jarnkrok, Lafferty, Bunting  

5-on-3 - Matthews, Marner, Tavares, Nylander, Bunting 
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TSN.CA / Celebrating the Bruins’ routine, predictable dominance 

 

Travis Yost 

 

It didn’t take long for the hockey community to understand something 
special was brewing in Boston this season. The Bruins started throttling 
opponents in the opening weeks of October, and haven’t looked back. 

We have seen teams exert their dominance for lengthy stretches of the 
regular season, and in a select few cases, the entirety of the regular 
season – the latter generally requires a team to get some good fortune 
as it relates to player health. As we prepare to turn the calendar to April, 
it dawns on me the Bruins are sitting in the latter category. This is one of 
the best teams in recent history, assuming their performance holds over 
the last 13 games of the year. 

Just how dominant has Boston been? For starters, there is unequivocally 
no comparison for them in the statistical modern era, which started in 
2007-08. 

Consider the NHL’s best team by rate-goal differential year-over-year 
relative to what we are witnessing from the Bruins this season – even 
some of the most impressive teams we have watched in recent history 
are struggling to compare: 

In terms of expected goal differentials, the Bruins are near the top of the 
pecking order, trailing only territorially oppressive teams in Vegas (2020), 
Florida (2021), and Detroit (2007). By real goals, there is no comparison 
– the Bruins are nearly a third of a goal per game better than the 2018-19 
Tampa Bay Lightning, a distant runner-up. 

(As an aside, if you needed more evidence how random the NHL 
postseason can be, you have to go all the way down to the 2011-12 
Chicago Blackhawks to find a team from the above table that won the 
Stanley Cup.) 

Perhaps the most compelling part of Boston’s surge through the 
standings this year has been just how routine and predictable their 
dominance has been. David Pastrnak has been a nightly scoring 
machine, amassing 48 goals and 45 assists. If not for Edmonton’s 
Connor McDavid, he would be in prime position to win the Rocket 
Richard Trophy. Veterans Brad Marchand, Patrice Bergeron, and David 
Krejci continue to produce offensively and suck the life out of games 
defensively when protecting leads. 

The recently acquired Hampus Lindholm has fit like a glove on the 
Boston blueline, unburdening Charlie McAvoy’s role to a significant 
degree. And again, the goaltending – as it always seems to be behind 
Boston’s stifling defence – has been fantastic. Jim Montgomery’s team is 
first in the league in team save percentage (92.8 per cent), with Linus 
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Ullmark (+31 goals saved above expected) playing on par with New 
York’s Ilya Sorokin, Nashville’s Juuse Saros, and Winnipeg’s Connor 
Hellebuyck. Enough said. 

If you flow out the team’s rate-goal scoring on 10-game intervals over the 
course of the year, you see how infrequently this team has come under 
duress. That’s doubly impressive when you consider they are playing in 
easily the tougher conference this year, and within that conference, the 
tougher of the two divisions: 

And here, I suspect is the scariest part if you are a future Bruins 
opponent. The depth on this team is sublime, which hasn’t always been 
the case in past seasons. Of the 19 skaters who have logged at least 300 
minutes with the Bruins this year (this would, of course, exclude recent 
acquisitions like forward Tyler Bertuzzi), zero have been outscored over 
the course of the season. 

That is extraordinary top-to-bottom performance, and quite frankly it is 
the first and only chapter of required reading when considering 
Montgomery’s Jack Adams Trophy candidacy. This is a coach who is 
getting the best out of his top-end players, the best out of his depth 
players, the best out of his goaltenders, all wrapped up in a wire-to-wire 
bid for the easiest Presidents’ Trophy win in some time. 

Will Boston win the Stanley Cup? I need not point to the endless 
graveyard of elite regular-season clubs who were pushed aside in the 
seven-game series format. But Boston is comfortably the odds-on 
favourite; perhaps even more so with their closest competitor now 
undermanned. 

Give the Bruins their flowers. It’s time! 
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TSN.CA / Flames need more from Kadri during playoff push 

 

Salim Valji 

 

As the Calgary Flames desperately try to stay in the Western Conference 
wild-card race, prized free-agent acquisition Nazem Kadri is playing 
fewer minutes than anyone anticipated last summer when he signed one 
of the biggest contracts in franchise history.  

Kadri, Calgary’s lone All-Star this season, has not scored in 14 games 
but has eight assists over that span. Over the past three games, he has 
averaged 13:06 of ice time, well below fellow pivots Elias Lindholm and 
Mikael Backlund. 

In the team’s 7-2 victory in Vegas on Thursday, he played a season-low 
12:35, centering a line with Milan Lucic and Trevor Lewis, two-thirds of 
Calgary’s usual fourth line. Kadri, who signed a seven-year, $49 million 
contract with the Flames in August, played the third-fewest minutes of 
any Flame and won just four of 12 faceoffs that evening.  

“[Veteran, top guys] have to be better players,” Flames head coach 
Darryl Sutter said on Saturday ahead of the team’s 6-5 overtime loss to 
Dallas, when asked about Kadri’s diminished ice time.  

Kadri attributed his recent struggles to bad luck, but said Saturday that 
he’s focused on staying consistent. 

“It’s okay,” he assessed of his recent play. “Some good, some bad. For 
the most part, I’m pretty consistent, but obviously you want to see a few 
more breaks go your way, maybe a couple of pucks go in the net – 
disallowed goal, shootout goals. These obviously don’t count that much, 
but you stick with it. Obviously things are going to turn your way.” 

When asked about his decreased ice time, Kadri said he was focused on 
what he could control. 

“Of course, that’s out of my control,” he said. “Any time I step on the ice, 
I’m going to be ready to go.”  

Versus the Stars, Kadri played 13:01, seventh among 12 forwards, and 
was a minus-2. On Dallas’ third goal, Kadri lost the faceoff and didn’t pick 
up his man, Wyatt Johnston, who tipped the point shot home. He also 
didn’t get a shift in overtime, despite the extra session lasting nearly the 
entire five-minute maximum. 

Kadri’s production has dropped in 2023 after an impressive opening 
three months to his Flames career. 

His points-per-game average has dropped from 0.76 to 0.63, despite 
getting a majority of shifts in the offensive zone. Outside of rookies 
Walker Duehr and Jakob Pelletier, and newcomer Nick Ritchie, Kadri 
leads Flames forwards in five-on-five offensive zone start percentage (66 
per cent). That’s well above Backlund (54 per cent) and Lindholm (53 per 
cent). 

He’s also been less noticeable away from the puck. While many thought 
he would replicate Matthew Tkachuk’s energy and tenacity, Kadri doesn’t 
look nearly as physically or emotionally engaged as the former Calgary 
star. Defensively, he’s had struggles with faceoffs, checking, and picking 
up his man around the net. His minus-15 rating is easily the lowest 
among all Flames players. 

While much of the talk about the Flames has been about Jonathan 
Huberdeau’s transition to a new team, Kadri appears to be struggling 
with making a similar adjustment. 

In Colorado, he was used to lateral puck movement and creating quality 
scoring chances off the rush – a far cry from Sutter’s system, which 
prioritizes shot volume and winning puck battles in the corners.  

It might also have something to do with linemates. With the Avs, he spent 
significant time at five-on-five with Gabriel Landeskog, Mikko Rantanen, 
and Valeri Nichushkin. Kadri tallied a career-high 87 points in 71 games 
last season under those circumstances. 

This season, he has 49 points in 70 games. Sutter has blended lines 
frequently, and Kadri has had a rotating cast of wingers that has included 
Huberdeau, Lucic, Andrew Mangiapane, and Dillon Dube. 

Despite a lengthy run together, Kadri and Huberdeau didn’t quite gel 
offensively as hoped. As the coach has tried to coax more production out 
of a group he’s far too often said “needed one more goal,” Kadri is now 
playing with depth wingers in Lucic and Lewis while others get those 
opportunities. 

A crucial dozen games remain for the talented and gritty Kadri to get his 
game back on track, including a back-to-back in Los Angeles and 
Anaheim starting Monday. 

The Flames (31-24-15, 77 points and third in wild-card race) remain in 
the hunt and have a real shot at catching Winnipeg for the second wild-
card spot. To string together more wins, however, they’ll need their 
highest-paid player to elevate his level – with and without the puck – and 
give Sutter no choice but to play him more than the 13 minutes he’s been 
at recently.  

Calgary’s postseason chances might depend on it. 
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