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2023 NHL Draft consensus ranking: Bedard, Fantilli lead top 40 for March 
By Max Bultman 

“Consensus draft list” is an oxymoron. Let’s get that out of 
the way right now. 

Just as it is with teams on draft day, opinions on players can 
vary wildly. It’s one reason you’ll see the occasional draft day 
fall for a player who is generally accepted to be a strong 
overall prospect — he just may not be the top remaining 
prospect on several teams’ lists. 

And for that reason, looking at multiple lists together can 
paint a picture for just what a player’s ceiling — and floor — 
might be. 

That’s why a consensus list is valuable. Even without, uh, 
consensus. 

So, with Corey Pronman and Scott Wheeler both putting out 
new 2023 NHL Draft boards in March, it felt like a good time 
to see how their lists stack up to each other — and to Bob 
McKenzie’s midseason draft list, which is itself a survey 
average of 10 NHL scouts. 

McKenzie’s list came out in late January, and with how 
quickly opinions can change on players, it’s important to 
note: it might already look quite different even two months 
later. But even with that said, it’s a good window into the 
opinions of NHL scouts, and a good third opinion to keep in 
mind when examining how The Athletic’s draft experts view 
these players. 

And there was quite a bit of difference. 

It was unanimous, of course, that WHL sensation Connor 
Bedard was the number one prospect. There was also a 
general agreement that Michigan’s Adam Fantilli, Russia’s 
Matvei Michkov and Sweden’s Leo Carlsson were ranked 
second, third and fourth in some order, with U.S. NTDP 
center Will Smith a consensus pick in the top six. 

Beyond that, though? The variance even among some of the 
top overall players was pretty notable. Winnipeg Ice forward 
Zach Benson, who ranked in the top six for both Wheeler 
and McKenzie, was 13th for Pronman. And conversely, 
Pronman’s No. 5, Nate Danielson, was 15th for McKenzie 
and as late as 22nd for Wheeler. 

And that’s just at the top. Check out some of the biggest 
gaps within the top 40 skaters. 

Biggest gaps (skaters) 

Tanner 
Molendyk 

20 
(Pronman) 

62 (McKenzie) 42 

Maxim Strbak 
29 
(Pronman) 

63 (Wheeler) 34 

Oliver Bonk 
24 
(Pronman) 

56 (Wheeler) 32 

Dmitriy 
Simashev 

17 
(Pronman) 

48 (Wheeler) 31 

Andrew Cristall 7 (Wheeler) 33 (Pronman) 26 

Daniil But 8 (Pronman) 31 (Wheeler) 23 

Jayden Perron 28 (Wheeler) 50 (McKenzie) 22 

Gavin Brindley 25 (Wheeler) 43 (McKenzie) 18 

Nate Danielson 5 (Pronman) 22 (Wheeler) 17 

Samuel Honzek 
10 
(Pronman) 

27 (Wheeler) 17 

Riley Heidt 18 (Wheeler) 
Outside top 34 
(Pronman) 

16+ 

The name that really jumps out here is Kelowna (WHL) 
winger Andrew Cristall, who is shaping up to be one of the 
most divisive players in the 2023 draft class. His offensive 
numbers are remarkable, trailing only Bedard and Stars 
prospect Logan Stankoven on a per-game basis (minimum 
10 games played). His skating, though, could be cause for 
some real concern — depending on your point of view. 
Pronman has Cristall ranked at the edge of the first and 
second round, at 33rd overall, but Wheeler isn’t nearly as 
worried, ranking him seventh in the class. 

And our two in-house experts have a similar disagreement 
on Russian winger Daniil But: Pronman sees him as a top-10 
talent, but Wheeler has him slated for the very end of the first 
round. 

The biggest range, however, belongs to Saskatoon 
defenseman Tanner Molendyk, who ranked as high as 20th 
for Pronman and as low as 62nd for McKenzie. And he’s 
followed by three other defensemen, Sioux Falls RHD Maxim 
Strbak,  London Knights RHD Oliver Bonk and Russian LHD 
Dmitriy Simashev. 

That speaks to the wide range of opinions on this class of 
defensemen. 

It’s been 20 years since the draft’s top defenseman went 
outside the top five, when Ryan Suter was picked seventh in 
2003. But none of Pronman, Wheeler or McKenzie have a 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 22, 2023 

 

defenseman in their personal top six, and all three have 
different preferences for the top dog on ‘D.’ 

Top defensemen 

David Reinbacher 7 (Pronman) 
20 
(McKenzie) 

Axel Sandin 
Pellikka 

17 (McKenzie) 21 (Wheeler) 

Mikhail Gulyayev 16 (Wheeler) 25 (Pronman) 

Lukas Dragicevic 
27 (Pronman and 
McKenzie) 

35 (Wheeler) 

Dmitriy Simashev 17 (Pronman) 48 (Wheeler) 

Now, it bears repeating that McKenzie’s list is a couple 
months old by this stage, and in a defense class this wide 
open, it’s possible there could be significant movement on 
the next edition. 

But while Pronman has Austrian David Reinbacher ranked at 
seventh — in line with where Suter went 20 years ago — 
neither Wheeler nor McKenzie have a defenseman in their 
top 15 in their latest rankings. 

Historically, an outcome like that on draft day would be 
shocking. You have to go back to 1983 to find the last time 
there wasn’t a defender picked in the top 13. But the 
variance on even the top defensemen in the class is 
significant, and that tells a story. 

Beyond Reinbacher, who comes in as the highest defender, 
the next two blueliners are undersized puck movers Axel 
Sandin Pellikka — who had the tightest range among this 
group — and Mikhail Gulyayev. Next is WHL righty Lukas 
Dragicevic, whose scoring rate is not far off recent first-round 
picks Ty Smith (17th in 2018) and Bowen Byram (4th in 
2019). And then there’s Dmitriy Simashev, who carries with 
him the uncertainty of being a Russian draft eligible in 2023 
but also has considerable tools and has already gotten some 
run in the KHL in his age-17 season. 

For now, Reinbacher is ahead of the pack on the consensus 
big board, buoyed by the lone top-10 ranking of the bunch. 
But it will be fascinating to see the movement within this 
grouping over the coming months. This is one position at 
which consensus was hard to find. 

Which brings us to the goalies. 

Unlike in some recent past seasons, there does not seem to 
be a slam-dunk top goalie in this class. In fact, all three of 
our feeder lists have a different goalie up top. 

Top goalies 

Pronman Adam Gajan 31 

Wheeler Trey Augustine 54 

McKenzie Michael Hrabal 32 

Pronman went with Slovak Adam Gajan, who was stellar at 
the world juniors and is putting up nice numbers in the U.S. 
this season between the NAHL and USHL. Appearing in the 
top 60 for both Pronman (who had him at 31) and McKenzie, 
he’s the only goalie to make our consensus top 40. 

McKenzie, though, went with Czech netminder Michael 
Hrabal first on his list at No. 32. Hrabal is also playing in the 
USHL in his first season since coming over from Czechia 
and made a big impression at the Ivan Hlinka earlier this 
season, and between that and his 6-foot-6 frame, it’s hardly 
a surprise to see him in the mix for top goalie honors. 

Wheeler, meanwhile, didn’t rank a goalie in his top 50, but he 
did have U.S. NTDP goalkeeper Trey Augustine as his top 
goalie at No. 54. The Michigan State commit doesn’t have 
ideal size at 6-foot-1, but as of mid-March, his .928 save 
percentage was the best ever by an NTDP goalie — quite 
the stat considering some of the goalies to come through the 
program. 

That all three lists have a different top goalie is revealing 
about the uncertainty that remains, though — even with more 
time for a true No. 1 to emerge. 

Really, though, those differences are true throughout the 
class, at every position. And while the class is indeed 
considered strong at the very top, the wide variance on so 
many other players speaks to just how little consensus there 
really is at this point in time. 

Here’s the full top-40 for March, with each prospect’s place 
on each list to accompany. 

Top 40 NHL Draft consensus ranking 

Connor Bedard 1 1 1 1 

Adam Fantilli 2 3 2 2 

Matvei Michkov 3 2 3 4 

Leo Carlsson 4 4 4 3 

Will Smith 5 6 5 6 

Zach Benson 6 13 6 5 

Dalibor Dvorsky 7 11 8 9 

Colby Barlow 8 9 14 8 

Brayden Yager 9 12 13 7 
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Oliver Moore 10 14 9 11 

Eduard Sale 11 16 10 12 

Ryan Leonard 12 15 15 10 

Nate Danielson 13 5 22 15 

David Reinbacher 14 7 17 20 

Matthew Wood 15 19 12 14 

Gabriel Perrault T16 21 11 23 

Calum Ritchie T16 23 19 13 

Samuel Honzek T18 10 27 19 

Axel Sandin Pellikka T18 18 21 17 

Andrew Cristall 20 33 7 18 

Daniil But 21 8 31 25 

Mikhail Gulyayev 22 25 16 24 

Quentin Musty 23 22 20 26 

Ethan Gauthier 24 32 24 16 

Charlie Stramel 25 26 29 21 

Lukas Dragicevic 26 27 35 27 

Bradly Nadeau 27 28 26 36 

Dmitriy Simashev 28 17 48 35 

Gavin Brindley 29 34 25 43 

Oliver Bonk 30 24 56 30 

Riley Heidt 31  18 22 

Tanner Molendyk 32 20 40 62 

Maxim Strbak 33 29 63 33 

Koehn Ziemmer 34  23 31 

Otto Stenberg 35  32 28 

Kasper Halttunen 36  33 29 

Caden Price 37  37 38 

Jayden Perron 38  28 50 

Hunter Brzustewicz 39  36 44 

Adam Gajan 40 31  56 
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Teravainen’s goal caps 3-goal 3rd period in Hurricanes’ win at MSG 
Carolina rallied to beat the Rangers 3-2 

NEW YORK — Teuvo Teravainen scored the tiebreaking 
goal late in the third period, Frederik Andersen stopped 29 
shots and the Carolina Hurricanes rallied to beat the New 
York Rangers 3-2 on Tuesday night. 

Jalen Chatfield and Stefan Noesen also scored for the 
Metropolitan Division-leading Hurricanes, who won for the 
third time in four games. 

With the comeback win, the Hurricanes became the second 
team — following Boston — to reach the 100-point mark this 
season as Carolina increased its Metropolitan Division-lead 
over second-place New Jersey to two points and the third-
place Rangers to eight. 

“That was a great effort. All 20 guys contributed and we got 
what we deserved,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“If we play like that, we’ll be in good shape. This time of year 
it gets tougher and tougher.” 

Tyler Motte and Kaapo Kakko scored for the Rangers, who 
had won four straight and were 6-0-1 in their last seven. Igor 
Shesterkin finished with 36 saves as the Rangers played 
their third game in four nights — the previous two shutout 
wins at home. 

“Igor kept us in there as long as he could and we just didn’t 
have enough in the tank,” Rangers captain Jacob Trouba 
said. “They won more battles and played a hard game.” 

Teravainen scored his 11th goal with 2:33 left on a pass from 
defenseman Brent Burns, redirecting the puck past 
Shesterkin. The Hurricanes, who trailed 1-0 and 2-1. 

“Somehow they left me open in the back side, great pass by 
him,” Teravainen said of the pass to him in the slot on the 

winning goal. “We knew this would be a tough night. They 
have a good team. We knew we had to battle to win this 
game.” 

The Rangers led 1-0 entering the third and were vying for 
their third-straight shutout before Chatfield tied the score at 
9:49 — the first goal the Rangers allowed in more than eight 
periods. New York was coming off a 6-0 win over Pittsburgh 
on Saturday night with Shesterkin in goal and a 7-0 triumph 
over Nashville behind Jaroslav Halak on Sunday. 

Kakko then put New York back ahead 31 seconds later with 
his 13th goal, only to have Noesen answer right back 18 
seconds later to tie it 2-2. 

Motte opened the scoring at the 17-minute mark of the first, 
knocking the puck past Andersen for his third goal in four 
games and sixth of the season overall. 

The Rangers hadn’t lost in regulation since a 4-2 defeat on 
March 4 at Boston. 

“Tonight we didn’t play near well enough to beat that team,” 
Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said. “Honestly, the whole 
game they outplayed us. They were a lot quicker. They 
managed the puck real well. … We didn’t play our game.” 

Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal played his 729th game with 
Carolina on Tuesday, tying defenseman Glen Wesley for the 
second-most games played in franchise history since 
relocation from Hartford in 1997. Staal, 34, trails only his 
brother Eric, who played 909 games for the Hurricanes from 
2003-16. 

The Hurricanes host the Rangers on Thursday night to finish 
the home-and-home set in the opener of a four-game 
homestand. 
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Recap: Canes Score Three In The Third To Win In New York 
Teravainen nets the game-winner with just 3:33 remaining; 
Canes hit 100 points in the standings 

By Walt Ruff  

NEW YORK - Jalen Chatfield, Stefan Noesen, and Teuvo 
Teravainen all found twine in the final 10:11 Tuesday night, 
earning the Carolina Hurricanes an important 3-2 victory over 
the New York Rangers. 

The Story 

Beginning a home-and-home set that will bring the Rangers 
to PNC Arena on Thursday, the pair of games includes 
massive implications for a tight Metropolitan Division race. 

The first period was an evenly contested one, with both 
teams earning high-danger chances in the first 10 minutes. 
But Igor Shesterkin and Frederik Andersen were able to hold 
down the forts for their respective units, carrying the game 
scoreless for most of the first. 

However, an offensive zone draw for New York with just 3:07 
remaining in the opening frame would be a turning point. The 
Rangers were able to get to a 50/50 puck after the faceoff, 
allowing Barclay Goodrow to set up Tyler Motte in front for 
the game's first goal. 

The home team was noticeably sparked by the tally, buzzing 
through the final three minutes of the opening frame. 
However, the intermission came at a very fortuitous time for 
Carolina, moving the game to the second still at 1-0. 

In the middle stanza, Rod Brind'Amour's club found much 
more of their game, far and away being the superior team. 

Although they had to kill off the night's opening penalty in 
between, the Canes really tilted the ice, outshooting New 
York 15-5. But thanks to Shesterkin, Carolina was held 
without a goal through 40 minutes. 

Then is when the game got crazy. 

Taking a streak of over 170+ minutes of shutout hockey into 
the third period, the bid for a third consecutive perfect game 
for New York was snapped by Jalen Chatfield with just 10:11 
on the clock. 

 The goal provided hope for Carolina, proving that they were 
able to get one by Shesterkin after he had stopped the first 
34 sent his way. 

However, Shesterkin's group had an immediate response. 
Just 31 seconds after Chatfield's sixth goal of the season, a 
puck hopped to Kaapo Kakko in the slot, where he beat an 
adjusting Andersen to give the Rangers their lead back. 

Momentarily slicing any momentum built by the current 
division leaders, it felt as if Carolina was going to have to dig 
deep to try and find a way to put another past Shesterkin. 
Instead, Stefan Noesen washed away that notion just 18 
seconds later. 

So after the first 49:48 had seen just one puck find the back 
of the net, within a span of 49 seconds the two teams had 
combined for three goals, setting up a dramatic finish at "The 
Garden." 

With high intensity over the next five minutes, there was just 
one goal left to be found in the affair. 

Following a zone entry from Jesperi Kotkaniemi, he bought 
time and space to open up room at the point for Brent Burns. 
And as Burns got three Rangers defenders to buy that he 
was shooting, he instead slipped one down low to Teuvo 
Teravainen for a must-see setup on the game-winning goal. 

Andersen came up with one more big save for Carolina at 
the horn, earning the team their 46th win and hitting 100 
points in the standings. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour giving his keys to the victory... 

"I thought it was a great effort, right from the start. We didn't 
come off of it. We had a game plan and the guys knew what 
we needed to do. They've got a high-offense team, so we 
were trying to limit their chances. Everybody. All 20 guys 
contributed in this win. Even though it wasn't looking good for 
most of the game, we were down, then we tied it up and they 
got another right away, I just loved the way we [shook it off], 
next shift. It was great to tie it up and then get the late one. 
We got what we deserved tonight, for sure." 

Jalen Chatfield on the team being able to dig deep and earn 
late-game victories, such as both Saturday in Philadelphia 
and again tonight... 

"It just gives us more confidence. We know what we've got in 
this locker room and we know how we want to play every 
night. To be able to match up against these guys, another 
great team, [is great]. We lost the first two to them, so to be 
able to get this one feels nice. We just have to keep going 
from there." 

Brent Burns offering his thoughts on what's made him so 
successful in his first year with Carolina, adding to his 
already established single-season record for points by a 
defenseman with the game-winning setup tonight... 

"I think it's everybody. (Jaccob Slavin) has been so big for 
me. Coming into a new place, I knew I was going to mess up 
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a lot of things and screw up a lot. He's just been a rock back 
there. He's so skilled. He's got underrated speed, his stick is 
incredible and he's been huge. The system has been great. 
We play with a deep team and we just roll. It's been a lot of 
fun. I've said it before but it's a great group and a special 
group. It's been a lot of fun to try and come in and find a 
place." 

Bonus Notes 

 The Canes move to 46-15-8 with their second 
consecutive victory. 

 Tonight was the 10th third-period comeback of the 
season for Carolina, the first time in franchise 
history that has occurred. 

 The victory also solidified it being the fewest games 
played (69) to reach 100 points in franchise history. 

 It is also the first time in franchise history that the 
team has reached 100 points in back-to-back 
seasons. 

What's Next? 

The Canes will travel back to Raleigh post-game and are 
scheduled to practice on Wednesday. They'll then take on 
the Rangers at home on Thursday night. 
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Hurricanes score 3 in 3rd period, end Rangers win streak at 4 
Teravainen gets go-ahead goal with 2:33 remianing; 
Shesterkin makes 36 saves for New York 

By Dan Rosen  

Recap: CAR 3, NYR 2 

Teuvo Teravainen scored the game-winner late in the 3rd 
period to send the Hurricanes past the Rangers, 3-2 

NEW YORK -- Teuvo Teravainen scored with 2:33 remaining 
in the third period, and the Carolina Hurricanes rallied for a 
3-2 win against the New York Rangers at Madison Square 
Garden on Tuesday. 

Brent Burns had time to bring the puck in from the right point 
and find Teravainen in the slot for a redirection goal that put 
Carolina ahead. 

"Nice pass," Teravainen said. "I saw him having time there 
and I saw him looking for something. Somehow they left me 
open on the backside, and great pass by him." 

Jalen Chatfield and Stefan Noesen also scored in the third, 
and Frederik Andersen made 29 saves for the Hurricanes 
(46-15-8), who have won three of their past four games to 
maintain a hold on first place in the Metropolitan Division, 
two points ahead of the New Jersey Devils. 

Carolina also reached 100 points in 69 games, the fastest it 
has reached the mark in team history. It's the second straight 
season of 100 or more points (116 last season), and third in 
history. 

"If we can play like that every night, we're going to be in good 
shape," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "We know 
who we're playing over there is just a tremendous offensive 
talented team, but we limited it and still we created enough 
chances to score more than three. It's a good two points." 

Tyler Motte and Kaapo Kakko scored, and Igor Shesterkin 
made 36 saves for the Rangers (41-20-10), who had a four-
game winning streak and seven-game point streak end (6-0-
1). 

New York is third in the Metropolitan Division, eight points 
behind Carolina and six back of New Jersey for second. 

"Honestly, the whole game I thought they outplayed us," 
Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said. "They were a lot quicker 
than we were tonight for whatever reason. They managed 
the puck real well. When we did have some breakouts, it just 
seemed like they were right on us. But it all comes back to 

we didn't skate enough, we didn't move the puck enough, we 
didn't play our game. They were the quick, quick team and 
we were slow." 

New York was coming off back-to-back shutout wins against 
the Pittsburgh Penguins (6-0) on Saturday and the Nashville 
Predators (7-0) on Sunday. The Rangers had scored 16 
unanswered goals since the third period of a 4-2 win against 
the Penguins on Thursday before Chatfield scored for the 
Hurricanes at 9:49 of the third. 

The teams will play again at Carolina on Thursday. 

"We just didn't have enough in the tank tonight," Rangers 
captain Jacob Trouba said. "They played a good game; don't 
take anything away from them. They forechecked hard. They 
won enough battles to win the game. They won more battles 
and played a harder game. I thought they had the better 
chances. 

"Turn the page, move on and worry about going to their 
place and playing the next one. It wasn't our A-plus game 
tonight." 

The Rangers and Hurricanes combined to score three goals 
on three straight shots in a span of 49 seconds midway 
through the third. 

Chatfield tied it 1-1 with a rising shot over Shesterkin's 
blocker from the right face-off circle at 9:49. He got the puck 
from Derek Stepan in stride and with speed, giving him the 
momentum for a big far-side shot. 

It was Chatfield's first goal in 20 games he's played since 
Jan. 19, and his second in two games this season at 
Madison Square Garden (Jan. 3). 

"I always have good speed I feel like, but I think the key was 
our puck movement, getting it up quick, and I just found the 
open lane," Chatfield said. "I used my legs to get going. I 
found a spot and I just shot it there." 

Kakko gave New York a 2-1 lead 31 seconds later at 10:20, 
scoring from between the circles off a rebound of Ryan 
Lindgren's shot that was blocked by Burns. 

But Noesen scored just 18 seconds later, tying the game 2-2 
at 10:38 with a one-timer from the slot off a pass from Jesper 
Fast out of the right corner. 

"We're down, tie it up and they get one back right away, I just 
loved the way we were just like, 'Well, next shift,'" 
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Brind'Amour said. "Obviously, it was great to tie it up and get 
that late one. We got what we deserved tonight for sure." 

Motte gave the Rangers a 1-0 lead at 17:00 of the first period 
on a one-timer from the slot off a pass from Barclay 
Goodrow, who was behind the left circle. 

But New York could not convert on two power plays in the 
second period and one at 7:22 of the third before Chatfield 
scored to tie the game. 

"We understand this time of year and moving forward it gets 
tougher and tougher, and you've got to have the ability to 

play that way," Brind'Amour said. "Obviously, you want to be 
able to score nine goals too. I mean, that'd be nice. But you 
have to do what you've got to do to your identity of your 
team, and tonight I think we played to that." 

NOTES: Carolina has 10th third-period comeback wins this 
season, tied with the Vancouver Canucks and Vegas Golden 
Knights for most in the NHL … It was Teravainen's second 
game-winning goal of the season (Jan. 19, 5-2 victory 
against the Minnesota Wild). … Lindgren had an assist and 
played 16:13 in his return after missing 11 straight games 
with an upper-body injury he sustained Feb. 25.  

 

 

Teravainen scores late, Hurricanes rally to beat Rangers 3-2 
By Allan Kreda 

NEW YORK (AP) — Teuvo Teravainen scored the 
tiebreaking goal late in the third period, Frederik Andersen 
stopped 29 shots and the Carolina Hurricanes rallied to beat 
the New York Rangers 3-2 on Tuesday night. 

Jalen Chatfield and Stefan Noesen also scored for the 
Metropolitan Division-leading Hurricanes, who won for the 
third time in four games. 

With the comeback win, the Hurricanes became the second 
team — following Boston — to reach the 100-point mark this 
season as Carolina increased its Metropolitan Division-lead 
over second-place New Jersey to two points and the third-
place Rangers to eight.  

“That was a great effort. All 20 guys contributed and we got 
what we deserved,″ Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“If we play like that, we’ll be in good shape. This time of year 
it gets tougher and tougher.” 

Tyler Motte and Kaapo Kakko scored for the Rangers, who 
had won four straight were 6-0-1 in their last seven. Igor 
Shesterkin finished with 36 saves as the Rangers played 
their third game in four nights — the previous two shutout 
wins at home. 

“Igor kept us in there as long as he could and we just didn’t 
have enough in the tank,″ Rangers captain Jacob Trouba 
said. ”They won more battles and played a hard game.” 

Teravainen scored his 11th goal with 2:33 left on a pass from 
defenseman Brent Burns, redirecting the puck past 
Shesterkin. The Hurricanes, who trailed 1-0 and 2-1. 

“Somehow they left me open in the back side, great pass by 
him,″ Teravainen said of the winning-goal pass to him in the 
slot. “We knew this would be a tough night. They have a 
good team. We knew we had to battle to win this game.” 

The Rangers led 1-0 entering the third and were vying for 
their third-straight shutout before Chatfield tied the score at 
9:49 — the first goal the Rangers allowed in more than eight 
periods. New York was coming off a 6-0 win over Pittsburgh 
on Saturday night with Shesterkin in goal and a 7-0 triumph 
over Nashville behind Jaroslav Halak on Sunday. 

Kakko then put New York back ahead 31 seconds later with 
his 13th goal, only to have Noesen answer right back 18 
seconds later to tie it 2-2. 

Motte opened the scoring at the 17-minute mark of the first, 
knocking the puck past Andersen for his third goal in four 
games and sixth of the season overall.  

The Rangers hadn’t lost in regulation since a 4-2 defeat on 
March 4 at Boston.  

“Tonight we didn’t play near well enough to beat that team,″ 
Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said. ”Honestly, the whole 
game they outplayed us. They were a lot quicker. They 
managed the puck real well ... We didn’t play our game.” 

MILESTONE 

Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal played his 729th game with 
Carolina on Tuesday, tying defenseman Glen Wesley for the 
second-most games played in franchise history since 
relocation from Hartford in 1997. Staal, 34, trails only his 
brother Eric, who played 909 games for the Hurricanes from 
2003-16. 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: Host the Rangers on Thursday night to finish the 
home-and-home set in the opener of a four-game 
homestand. 

Rangers: At Carolina on Thursday night to open a two-game 
trip.
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Metropolitan Division-leading Hurricanes play the Rangers 
New York Rangers (41-20-10, third in the Metropolitan 
Division) vs. Carolina Hurricanes (46-15-8, first in the 
Metropolitan Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Thursday, 7 p.m. EDT 

BOTTOM LINE: The New York Rangers play the top-ranked 
team in the Metropolitan Division, the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Carolina is 18-5-1 against the Metropolitan Division and 46-
15-8 overall. The Hurricanes have a 19-2-6 record in games 
decided by a goal. 

New York has gone 41-20-10 overall with an 11-8-2 record in 
Metropolitan Division games. The Rangers have a +45 
scoring differential, with 237 total goals scored and 192 
allowed. 

The teams match up Thursday for the fourth time this 
season. The Rangers won the previous matchup 5-3. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Brent Burns has 12 goals and 40 
assists for the Hurricanes. Sebastian Aho has scored five 
goals and added one assist over the past 10 games. 

Mika Zibanejad has 37 goals and 40 assists for the Rangers. 
Chris Kreider has scored six goals over the last 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 7-3-0, averaging 3.1 goals, 
5.1 assists, 2.8 penalties and 6.7 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.4 goals per game. 

Rangers: 6-3-1, averaging 3.6 goals, 6.5 assists, 3.1 
penalties and 6.5 penalty minutes while giving up 2.3 goals 
per game. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Antti Raanta: day to day (lower 
body), Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), Jake Gardiner: out 
(hip/back), Max Pacioretty: out (achilles), Andrei Svechnikov: 
out for season (knee). 

Rangers: None listed. 

 

 

NHL playoff standings: Will the Avalanche win the Central? 
By Tim Kavanagh 

After winning the 2022 Stanley Cup, the Colorado Avalanche 
entered the 2022-23 NHL season ranked No. 1 in our 
preseason power rankings, and Caesars Sportsbook listed 
them at +400 to win it all again in 2023, the best odds in the 
league. 

Unlike last season -- when they continually ran over nearly 
all opponents en route to a 119-point season -- things started 
off a bit slowly for the Avs this season. The departure of 
Nazem Kadri didn't help, nor did the parade of players hitting 
injured reserve. 

Nevertheless, with 13 games remaining, they are right in the 
thick of the race for both the Central Division and the 
Western Conference's No. 1 seed. Heading into tonight's 
game against the Pittsburgh Penguins, they have 88 points 
and 29 regulation wins in 69 games, just behind the Dallas 
Stars (90 and 31 in 71) and Minnesota Wild (90 and 29 in 
71). The Pacific Division leaders are just ahead: the Vegas 
Golden Knights are at 94 points and 33 RW in 71 games, 
while the Los Angeles Kings are at 92 points and 31 RW in 
71 games. 

Of the Avs' 12 remaining games after tonight, only five are 
against teams currently in playoff position. That's about on 
par with the Wild (5 of 11) and Kings (6 of 11), and easier 
than the Knights (8 of 11); the Stars would appear to have 
the easiest path forward, as they'll play only two playoff 
contenders in their final 11 contests. 

It remains wide open, but it's hard to argue against the case 
for the defending champs, given how strongly they proved 
their concept just last spring. 

As we enter the final stretch of the regular season, it's time to 
check all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying 
for position in the 2023 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Boston Bruins vs. WC2 Florida Panthers 
A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 
M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 New York Islanders 
M2 New Jersey Devils vs. M3 New York Rangers 

Western Conference 

C1 Dallas Stars vs. WC1 Seattle Kraken 
C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 Colorado Avalanche 
P1 Vegas Golden Knights vs. WC2 Winnipeg Jets 
P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Edmonton Oilers 

Wednesday's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All games not on ESPN, TNT or 
NHL Network are available via NHL Power Play, which is 
included in an ESPN+ subscription (local blackout 
restrictions apply). 
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Pittsburgh Penguins at Colorado Avalanche, 8 p.m. (TNT) 
Arizona Coyotes at Edmonton Oilers, 10:30 p.m. (TNT) 

Tuesday's scoreboard 

Watch "In the Crease" on ESPN+ for highlights from every 
game. 

Boston Bruins 2, Ottawa Senators 1 
Nashville Predators 7, Buffalo Sabres 3 
Montreal Canadiens 3, Tampa Bay Lightning 2 
Carolina Hurricanes 3, New York Rangers 2 
Minnesota Wild 2, New Jersey Devils 1 (OT) 
Philadelphia Flyers 6, Florida Panthers 3 
Columbus Blue Jackets 7, Washington Capitals 6 (OT) 
New York Islanders 7, Toronto Maple Leafs 2 
Detroit Red Wings 3, St. Louis Blues 2 (SO) 
Winnipeg Jets 2, Arizona Coyotes 1 
Seattle Kraken 5, Dallas Stars 4 (OT) 
Calgary Flames 5, Anaheim Ducks 1 
Vegas Golden Knights 4, Vancouver Canucks 3 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

x - Boston Bruins 

Points: 113 
Regulation wins: 47 
Playoff position: A1 
Games left: 12 
Points pace: 132 
Next game: vs. MTL (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 100% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 93 
Regulation wins: 35 
Playoff position: A2 
Games left: 12 
Points pace: 109 
Next game: @ FLA (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 90 
Regulation wins: 34 
Playoff position: A3 
Games left: 10 
Points pace: 103 
Next game: @ OTT (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 79 
Regulation wins: 31 
Playoff position: WC2 
Games left: 11 
Points pace: 91 
Next game: vs. TOR (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 65% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 73 
Regulation wins: 27 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 11 
Points pace: 84 
Next game: vs. TB (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 2% 
Tragic number: 16 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 72 
Regulation wins: 25 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 12 
Points pace: 84 
Next game: vs. NJ (Friday) 
Playoff chances: 2% 
Tragic number: 17 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 71 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 12 
Points pace: 83 
Next game: vs. STL (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 16 

Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 62 
Regulation wins: 19 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 11 
Points pace: 72 
Next game: @ BOS (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 5 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 100 
Regulation wins: 34 
Playoff position: M1 
Games left: 13 
Points pace: 119 
Next game: vs. NYR (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

New Jersey Devils 

Points: 98 
Regulation wins: 33 
Playoff position: M2 
Games left: 11 
Points pace: 113 
Next game: @ BUF (Friday) 
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Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 92 
Regulation wins: 31 
Playoff position: M3 
Games left: 11 
Points pace: 106 
Next game: @ CAR (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 82 
Regulation wins: 32 
Playoff position: WC1 
Games left: 10 
Points pace: 93 
Next game: @ CBJ (Friday) 
Playoff chances: 82% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 78 
Regulation wins: 25 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 12 
Points pace: 91 
Next game: @ COL (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: 48% 
Tragic number: 23 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 74 
Regulation wins: 25 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 10 
Points pace: 84 
Next game: vs. CHI (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 2% 
Tragic number: 15 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 64 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 12 
Points pace: 75 
Next game: vs. MIN (Thursday 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 9 

e - Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 51 
Regulation wins: 15 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 12 
Points pace: 60 
Next game: vs. NYI (Friday) 
Playoff chances: 0% 
Tragic number: E 

Central Division 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 90 
Regulation wins: 31 
Playoff position: C1 
Games left: 11 
Points pace: 104 
Next game: s. PIT (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/ 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 90 
Regulation wins: 29 
Playoff position: C2 
Games left: 11 
Points pace: 104 
Next game: @ PHI (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 88 
Regulation wins: 29 
Playoff position: C3 
Games left: 13 
Points pace: 105 
Next game: vs. PIT (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 83 
Regulation wins: 30 
Playoff position: WC2 
Games left: 10 
Points pace: 95 
Next game: @ ANA (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 68% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 78 
Regulation wins: 26 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 13 
Points pace: 93 
Next game: vs. SEA (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 21% 
Tragic number: 21 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 68 
Regulation wins: 23 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 12 
Points pace: 80 
Next game: @ DET (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 9 
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Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 65 
Regulation wins: 20 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 11 
Points pace: 75 
Next game: @ EDM (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 4 

e - Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 54 
Regulation wins: 16 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 12 
Points pace: 63 
Next game: @ WSH (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 0% 
Tragic number: E 

Pacific Division 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 94 
Regulation wins: 33 
Playoff position: P1 
Games left: 11 
Points pace: 109 
Next game: @ CGY (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 92 
Regulation wins: 31 
Playoff position: P2 
Games left: 11 
Points pace: 106 
Next game: vs. WPG (Saturday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 88 
Regulation wins: 37 
Playoff position: P3 
Games left: 11 
Points pace: 102 
Next game: vs. ARI (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Seattle Kraken 

Points: 85 
Regulation wins: 30 
Playoff position: WC1 
Games left: 12 
Points pace: 100 
Next game: @ NSH (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 94% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 79 
Regulation wins: 26 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 10 
Points pace: 90 
Next game: vs. VGK (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 18% 
Tragic number: 16 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 67 
Regulation wins: 19 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 12 
Points pace: 79 
Next game: vs. SJ (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 8 

e - Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 56 
Regulation wins: 13 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 11 
Points pace: 65 
Next game: vs. WPG (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 0% 
Tragic number: E 

e - San Jose Sharks 

Points: 53 
Regulation wins: 14 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 11 
Points pace: 61 
Next game: @ VAN (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 0% 
Tragic number: E 

X -- Clinched playoff berth; E -- Eliminated from playoff 
contentio 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order of the 
first round, so the team that finishes in last place is not 
guaranteed the No. 1 selection. As of 2021, a team might 
move up a maximum of 10 spots if it wins the lottery, so only 
11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 pick. Full 
details on the process can be found here. Sitting No. 1 on 
the draft board for this summer is Connor Bedard, who has 
been lauded as a generational talent. 

1. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 51 
Regulation wins: 15 

2. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 53 
Regulation wins: 14 
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3. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 54 
Regulation wins: 16 

4. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 56 
Regulation wins: 13 

5. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 62 
Regulation wins: 19 

6. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 64 
Regulation wins: 24 

7. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 65 
Regulation wins: 20 

8. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 67 
Regulation wins: 19 

9. St. Louis Blues 

Points: 68 
Regulation wins: 23 

10. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 71 
Regulation wins: 24 

11. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 72 
Regulation wins: 25 

12. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 73 
Regulation wins: 27 

13. Washington Capitals 

Points: 74 
Regulation wins: 25 

14. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 78 
Regulation wins: 25 

15. Nashville Predators 

Points: 78 
Regulation wins: 26 

16. Calgary Flames 

Points: 79 
Regulation wins: 26 

 

 

 

NHL playoff picture: Updated standings, what the postseason format currently looks like  
The field for the 2023 Stanley Cup Playoffs is rounding into 
form with only a month left in the regular season 

By Austin Nivison  

With one month left in the 2022-23 NHL season, the playoff 
races are really heating up. Valuable points are on the line 
every night, and the games will be more intense because of 
it. 

At this point, only the Boston Bruins have clinched a playoff 
spot, but everyone else is trying to punch their ticket to the 
2023 Stanley Cup Playoffs. Below is a comprehensive look 
at the NHL playoff picture ahead of Tuesday night's games. 

Reminder of how the NHL playoff seeding works: The top 
three teams in each division automatically qualify for the 
playoffs, and each conference has two wild card spots. The 
top division winner in each conference will play the second 
wild card team, and the other division winner will play the first 
wild card team. The second-place and third-place teams in 

each division will match up with one another in the first 
round. 

*Regulation wins are the first tiebreaker, and regulation plus 
overtime wins are the second tiebreaker. 

Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

1. Boston Bruins | 53-11-5 | 105 points (x) 

The Bruins have already clinched a playoff berth, and they 
hold an 13-point edge on the Hurricanes in the race for the 
President's Trophy. 

Points percentage: .804 
Regulation wins: 46 
Regulation plus overtime wins: 53 
Current first-round matchup: Pittsburgh Penguins 

2. Toronto Maple Leafs | 42-18-9 | 93 points 
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With a shootout win over the Senators on Saturday night, the 
Maple Leafs were able to gain a slight three-point lead in the 
Atlantic Division standings after the Lightning lost on Sunday. 

Points percentage: .674 
Regulation wins: 35 
Regulation plus overtime wins: 42 
Current first-round matchup: Tampa Bay Lightning 

3. Tampa Bay Lightning | 42-23-6 | 90 points 

After ripping off three consecutive victories, the Lightning 
came up short against the Devils and were unable to keep 
pace with the Maple Leafs. 

Points percentage: .634 
Regulation wins: 34 
Regulation plus overtime wins: 42 
Current first-round matchup: Toronto Maple Leafs 

Metropolitan Division 

1. Carolina Hurricanes | 45-15-8 | 98 points 

Carolina is in a heated battle with New Jersey for the Metro 
Division lead, and the two teams are separated by just one 
point entering Monday. 

 Points percentage: .721 

 Regulation wins: 33 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 45 

 Current first-round matchup: New York Islanders 

2. New Jersey Devils | 45-18-7 | 97 points 

The Devils had dropped two contests to the Lightning in 
recent weeks, but came away with a much-needed 5-2 win 
over their Eastern Conference foes on Sunday. 

 Points percentage: .721 

 Regulation wins: 33 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 45 

 Current first-round matchup: New York Rangers 

3. New York Rangers | 41-19-10 | 92 points 

The Rangers are currently on a four-game winning streak 
and outscored the Penguins and Predators by a combined 
score of 13-0 over the weekend. Their offense is clicking on 
all cylinders right now. 

 Points percentage: .657 

 Regulation wins: 31 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 41 

 Current first-round matchup: New Jersey Devils 

Wild Card 

1. New York Islanders | 36-27-8 | 80 points 

The Islanders continue to play well despite not having 
Mathew Barzal in the lineup. New York has been victorious 
in five of its last seven games and has leapfrogged the 

Penguins for the top Wild Card spot in the Eastern 
Conference.  

 Points percentage: .563 

 Regulation wins: 31 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 36 

 Current first-round matchup: Carolina Hurricanes 

2. Florida Panthers | 36-27-7 | 79 points 

The Panthers topped the Red Wings 5-2 on Monday, and 
were able to leapfrog the Penguins. The Penguins' offensive 
struggles continued with a loss to the Senators and saw 
them fall out of the second Wild Card spot 

 Points percentage: .564 

 Regulation wins: 31 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 36 

 Current first-round matchup: Boston Bruins 

In the Hunt 

3. Pittsburgh Penguins | 34-26-10 | 78 points 

The Penguins have been outscored 18-7 during the team's 
current four-game losing streak. Something's has to give if 
Pittsburgh wants to head to the playoffs. 

 Points percentage: .557 

 Regulation wins: 25 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 34 

 Current first-round matchup: N/A 

4. Ottawa Senators | 34-31-5 | 73 points 

The Senators got back in the win column with a win over the 
Penguins after losing five straight. 

 Points percentage: .521 

 Regulation wins: 27 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 34 

 Current first-round matchup: N/A 

5. Washington Capitals | 33-31-7 | 73 points 

The Capitals continues to hang around the playoff race 
despite selling off a few assets at the trade deadline.  

 Points percentage: .514 

 Regulation wins: 25 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 33 

 Current first-round matchup: N/A 

6. Buffalo Sabres | 33-30-6 | 72 points 

The Sabres have dropped seven of their past eight games 
and are in danger of falling out of the playoff race.  
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 Points percentage: .522 

 Regulation wins: 25 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 33 

 Current first-round matchup: N/A 

Western Conference 

Central Division 

1. Dallas Stars | 38-19-13 | 89 points 

There are only three points separating the Stars, Wild, and 
Avalanche for the first place in the Central Division. The 
Stars did earn a much-needed overtime win over the Flames 
on Saturday to keep their slight lead. 

 Points percentage: .636 

 Regulation wins: 31 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 38 

 Current first-round matchup: Seattle Kraken 

2. Colorado Avalanche | 41-22-6 | 88 points 

The defending Stanley Cup champions have overcome 
several injuries and are just one point behind the Central 
Division-leading Stars. 

 Points percentage: .638 

 Regulation wins: 29 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 41 

 Current first-round matchup: Minnesota Wild 

3. Minnesota Wild | 40-22-8 | 86 points 

The Wild are winners of four of their last six games and are 
still within striking distance of a division title.  

 Points percentage: .632 

 Regulation wins: 29 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 40 

 Current first-round matchup: Colorado Avalanche 

Pacific Division 

1. Vegas Golden Knights | 43-21-6 | 92 points 

The Golden Knights are one of the hottest teams around with 
five wins over their last six games. They're looking like the 
most dominant team in the West right now. 

 Points percentage: .657 

 Regulation wins: 32 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 43 

 Current first-round matchup: Winnipeg Jets 

2. Los Angeles Kings | 41-20-10 | 92 points 

The Kings continue to nip at the Golden Knights' heels, and 
exploded with a 8-2 win over the Flames on Tuesday despite 
not having forward Kevin Fiala in the lineup. 

 Points percentage: .648 

 Regulation wins: 31 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 41 

 Current first-round matchup: Seattle Kraken 

3. Edmonton Oilers | 40-23-8 | 88 points 

The Oilers have looked like a much-improved team since the 
trade deadline. Connor McDavid has led the squad to six 
wins over their last seven games and have climbed back into 
the Pacific Division race. 

 Points percentage: .620 

 Regulation wins: 37 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 40 

 Current first-round matchup: Los Angeles Kings 

Wild Card 

1. Seattle Kraken | 38-24-7 | 83 points 

The Kraken have fallen back into a Wild Card spot after 
losing four of their last five games. It's going to be a fight to 
finish to see if Seattle qualifies for the postseason for the first 
time in just its second season. 

 Points percentage: .601 

 Regulation wins: 30 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 38 

 Current first-round matchup: Dallas Stars 

2. Winnipeg Jets | 39-29-3 | 81 points 

The Jets currently hold a four-point edge over the Flames for 
the second Wild Card spot in the Western Conference. Still, 
Winnipeg has tasted defeat in three of its last four games, 
which leaves the door open for a few teams. 

 Points percentage: .570 

 Regulation wins: 29 

 Regulation plus overtime wins: 39 

 Current first-round matchup: Vegas Golden Knights 

In the Hunt 

3. Calgary Flames | 31-24-15 | 77 points 

Consistency has been an issue for the Flames this season, 
but they're still only four points out of the final Wild Card 
playoff spot. Even though they've dropped three of their last 
four games, they've earned a point in two of those contests 
with a pair of overtime losses to the Stars and lowly Coyotes. 

Points percentage: .542 
Regulation wins: 25 
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Regulation plus overtime wins: 31 
Current first-round matchup: N/A 

4. Nashville Predators | 34-26-8 | 76 points 

While they were sellers at the trade deadline, the Predators 
are still hanging around in the Wild Card race in the West. 
However, this group has dropped three straight games. 

Points percentage: .559 
Regulation wins: 25 
Regulation plus overtime wins: 34 
Current first-round matchup: N/A 

 

 

Canes battle back to top Rangers in MSG 
It’s not how you start, it’s how you finish. Right? 

By Alec_Sawyer  

For the first 49 and a half minutes Tuesday night, the 
Hurricanes-Rangers game in Madison Square Garden was 
an absolute slog.  

The Rangers held a 1-0 lead thanks to a late first-period tally 
from Tyler Motte. The Canes held an edge in shots and 
chances, though Carolina really hadn’t mustered a scoring 
chance that ever really looked like it threatened New York 
netminder Igor Shesterkin, who stopped 36 of 39 shots faced 
by the end of the night.  

But then the unlikeliest of Canes broke through, finally, as 
Jalen Chatfield came flying down the wing, collected a crisp 
pass from Derek Stepan and blasted a snipe past Shesterkin 
into the the roof of the net to make it 1-1. It was just 
Chatfield’s sixth goal of the year, but one Carolina so 
desperately needed.  

But after all that clawing and digging to try and get back into 
it, the Rangers regained their lead mere seconds later. Just 
31 seconds after Chatfield’s equalizer, Kaapo Kakko got to 

the net and beat Frederik Andersen, who stopped 29 of 31 
shots faced, to make it 2-1.  

The Canes didn’t let the air out of the tires, though, as 
Carolina continued to control possession and shots. And it 
paid off in the form of a Stefan Noesen goal, as Noesen 
camped out in front of goal and finished off a great pass from 
Jesper Fast to make it a 2-2 game with just over nine 
minutes left to play.  

And seven minutes later, the Canes took their first lead of the 
night in the most important minutes of the game. Brent Burns 
skated the puck forward and after a nice shot fake fed it to 
Teuvo Teravainen out front, who slotted it past Shesterkin to 
somehow put the Hurricanes up 3-2 despite the 50 minutes 
of pushing and pressing from the visitors.  

It was a great win for the Hurricanes against a great Metro 
foe, as Carolina continues its push to win the division and 
avoid these exact Rangers in the first round of the playoffs.  

It wasn’t always the prettiest, but the result at the end was 
two points. And that’s all that matters.  
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Hurricanes defeat Rangers behind third-period surge  
By Erin Ferrare 

The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the New York Rangers 3-2 
on the road Tuesday, March 21, barely scraping by with the 
win after a huge shift in momentum at the start of the third 
period.  

Coming off of an intense 5-4 overtime win against the Flyers 
on Saturday, March 18, the Canes were looking to build 
another long-term winning streak. Carolina center Sebastian 
Aho scored his third hat trick of the season on Saturday and 
the team looked to keep that momentum going against the 
Rangers.  

The Hurricanes (46-15-8) last played their division rival 
Rangers (41-20-10) on Feb. 11, when New York came out 
on top with a dominating 6-2 win. The Rangers have gotten 
by with the win both times they previously faced Carolina this 
season, but the Hurricanes put a stop to a series sweep. 

The first frame saw the first goal of the game, scored by New 
York center Tyler Motte. It would take another 33 minutes, 
including the whole second period, before another goal was 
scored by either team. The Carolina offense was unable to 
make any plays though as it closed the first period with only 
nine shots on goal compared to the Rangers’ 12.  

Even though the second period saw no change on the 
scoreboard, there was a switch flipped within the Hurricanes 

offense. Right out of the gate, the team kept getting shots on 
goal and eventually worked their way to 15 in the period 
alone, while the Rangers couldn’t set anything in motion as 
they finished the period with five.  

With a score of 1-0, both teams were looking to put some 
more pucks in the net in the third period. It was Carolina who 
struck first with a goal from defensemen Jalen Chatfield that 
tied the game up. Not even a minute later, the Rangers 
responded with a goal of their own, quickly taking the lead 
back.  

It was the front lines of the Carolina offense who put this 
game away as a quick goal from right wing Stefan Noesen — 
his 11th of the season — tied the game up again. His 
teammate, right wing Teuvo Teravainen, finished the game 
with a goal to make the final score 3-2 in favor of the 
Hurricanes.  

While both teams each got at least one power play, both 
went scoreless when on the man advantage. Carolina 
netminder Frederik Andersen saved an impressive 29 out of 
31 shots, finishing the game with a save percentage of .935.  

These two teams will travel back to Raleigh to play each 
other and finish out the series on Thursday, March 23. Puck 
drop is scheduled for 7 p.m. 
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https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-power-rankings-kings-emerge-as-serious-stanley-cup-contenders-in-western-conference/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2023/3/21/23651207/canes-battle-back-to-top-rangers-in-msg 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/hurricanes-defeat-rangers-behind-third-period-surge/article_fb48881a-c85c-11ed-9484-07b9efa0cc30.html 
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Rangers' disappointing loss far from reason for concern 

 

Larry Brooks 

 

If the Rangers hadn’t been able to persevere in last year’s second round 
of the playoffs against this very same opponent, a night like this would be 
of more concern. 

Instead, Tuesday’s 3-2 Garden defeat to Carolina that the ’Canes 
dominated for the final 40 minutes should serve as a reminder that the 
tournament will not be played on the autobahn. 

“We were certainly not at our best tonight, it was a little bit different style 
of game and we just couldn’t manufacture enough,” Jacob Trouba said 
after the match in which Carolina scored three times within 7:37 of the 
third period to overcome 1-0 and 2-1 deficits. “They played well, I’m not 
taking anything away from them, but we didn’t win enough battles to win 
this game.” 

The Rangers spent most of the final two periods in the defensive zone. 
They rarely had down-low possession in the offensive zone. Most 
importantly, the Blueshirts almost never seemed to be in their comfort 
zone. 

They could not create time or space, let alone both at once. Their big 
guns had substandard nights, from Patrick Kane to Mika Zibanejad to 
Artemi Panarin and then straight down the chorus line. Creativity was 
stifled. Hope passes were generally hopeless. The Rangers put very little 
sustained pressure on either Carolina’s defense or goaltender Freddie 
Andersen. 

Meanwhile, the Blueshirts’ D and netminder Igor Shesterkin were under 
duress most of the night. The Rangers could not make the crisp first pass 
out of the zone. There were always red-hatted foes in their faces. 

“They bring their defense down the wall every time,” Jimmy Vesey said. 
“Maybe we could have used more flips out of the zone, but you have to 
win your battles to be able to do that, and we didn’t win enough.” 

Not even close on this night for this team that had won four straight and 
had gone 6-0-1 in the previous seven. The power play was unable to 
generate even the slightest momentum on its first two opportunities so, 
given a third chance in the third period while still holding a 1-0 lead 
fashioned on Tyler Motte’s goal late in the first, the coaching staff 
changed up their units. 

Zibanejad and Chris Kreider were with Kane, Panarin and Adam Fox 
instead of with Vladimir Tarasenko, Filip Chytil and Trouba. It made no 
tangible difference. The man-advantage ended with one shot on goal. 
Less than a half-minute later, Carolina tied it to end Shesterkin’s shutout 
streak at 120:40, and the club’s at 180:40. 

“They were on top of us most of the game,” Trouba said. “We wouldn’t 
create space for ourselves to move out of the zone because we didn’t 

win the 50-50s. When that happens, you’re standing still with the puck 
when you get it. 

“Our puck support wasn’t good enough. It just wasn’t our best.” 

The Rangers played a solid enough first period but caved in the second, 
outshot overall 15-5 and out-attempted 23-5 at five-on-five. Scoring 
chances were 6-1 against, according to Natural Stat Trick. This was a 
period, and indeed a game in which analytics aligned with the eye test. 

It’s not as if the Rangers couldn’t get out of their own way. It’s that they 
could not generate enough pace to get out of the ’Canes’ way. If the 
game is a crawl, that plays into every opponent the Blueshirts will face. 
(Well, maybe not the Devils.) This game slowed to a crawl much of the 
time. There were 25 faceoffs in the second period, 63 for the night. 

This was a referendum on these 60 minutes and not of the Rangers’ 
composition. They were probably too stubborn, probably tried too many 
cross-ice passes through the neutral zone even after it became apparent 
this was a losing strategy. Again, though, the home team just could not 
create separation on the ice. Turnovers and giveaways followed. 

This group will get the chance to rectify their mistakes and atone for their 
sins on Thursday in Raleigh in the back end of this home-and-home. Do 
you need to be reminded that the Rangers had won their first two 
meetings against Carolina this year? Do you need to be reminded that 
even playing this deficiently, the Rangers were tied 2-2 with under three 
minutes to go? 

“It’s one game,” Trouba said. “We like the way we have played. There’s 
not too much panic or worry. We’ll move on.” 
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Rangers blow lead in loss division-leading Hurricanes 

 

Andrew Crane 

 

For two periods, Igor Shesterkin made a mediocre performance by the 
Rangers seem sustainable. 

But then with under three minutes left in the third, there lay Shesterkin, 
sprawled on the ice, a cluster of Hurricanes surrounding him and 
celebrating after Brent Burns’ pass to an unmarked Teuvo Teravainen 
ended up in the net — giving Carolina the lead for good in the Rangers’ 
3-2 loss Tuesday night. 

If the next two games against the Hurricanes (46-15-8) are a measuring 
stick, then the Rangers (41-20-10) are halfway toward failing their test. 

It wasn’t as crisp, clean or sharp as their previous four wins, but a Tyler 
Motte goal with three minutes left in the first period still gave them an 
early advantage. The Blueshirts blew that lead, and then later blew a 2-1 
lead in 18 seconds, snapping their four-game winning streak and 
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thwarting a chance to gain ground on the Hurricanes in the Metropolitan 
Division. 

“Honestly, the whole game, I thought they outplayed us,” head coach 
Gerard Gallant said. “They were a lot quicker than we were tonight, for 
whatever reason.” 

Teuvo Teravainen (No. 86) is mobbed by teammates after scoring the 
game-winning goal in Igor Shesterkin during the Rangers' 3-2 loss to the 
Hurricanes. 

The first period wasn’t like Sunday’s against the Predators, when the 
Rangers scored six goals. Instead, passes were intercepted or didn’t 
reach their intended target altogether, and that led to a handful of open 
chances for the Hurricanes. 

The Rangers went more than five minutes without a shot. But over the 
final half of the frame, their offense started to click a bit more, and 
everything culminated with Barclay Goodrow collecting possession off a 
faceoff deep in the Carolina zone. 

He quickly slid a pass to Motte at the other end of the crease, and Motte 
flipped his sixth goal of the season — and his second in three games — 
past Frederik Andersen. 

But the Rangers couldn’t generate an additional goal until the third. They 
were outshot 15-5 in the second frame, and Shesterkin bailed them out 
of numerous lapses near the net. 

Carolina had fewer high-danger chances than it did in the first frame, 
according to Natural Stat Trick, but the Hurricanes possessed the puck 
for lengthy amounts of time. 

“The second half of the first, I thought we played really well, and then 
after that, it wasn’t near good enough, definitely,” Gallant said. “They 
were a much better team. The game shouldn’t have been that close, and 
fortunately for [Shesterkin], he kept us in it and gave us a chance.” 

A burst of three goals in 49 seconds turned a 1-0 Rangers lead into a 2-2 
tie, with both teams injecting life into their offense. Jalen Chatfield 
evened the score at 1, tearing down the right side and snapping a shot 
off the crossbar and into the net. 

That tally snapped a streak of 16 consecutive goals scored by the 
Rangers against opponents and a team shutout span of 180 minutes and 
40 seconds. It also snapped Shesterkin’s personal shutout stretch at 120 
minutes and 40 seconds. 

But it didn’t take long for the Rangers to retake the lead. Kaapo Kakko 
wasn’t wide open — just a stride or so in front of three Hurricanes, gliding 
toward the spot where a rebound from Ryan Lindgren’s shot might land. 
He deposited a deflection around Andersen with 9:40 remaining. 

But Carolina scored its equalizer on the ensuing rush, when Mika 
Zibanejad was outmuscled by Jordan Staal in the corner, Jacob Trouba 
was a step late with his stick and Stefan Noesen was unmarked in front 
of Shesterkin. 

“It all comes back to we didn’t skate enough,” Gallant said. “We didn’t 
move the puck enough. We didn’t play our game. They were the quick, 
quick team, and we were slow.” 

Then, Burns and Teravainen connected for the final tally, and any chance 
the Rangers had to gain ground in the standings — and keep this new-
look, clicking-at-the-right-time lineup in its groove — evaporated with one 
final shot. 

“I think the game was ours to lose,” forward Jimmy Vesey said. “Just 
made one too many errors.” 
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Ryan Lindgren returning to Rangers' lineup vs. Hurricanes after lengthy 
absence 

 

Andrew Crane 

 

Ryan Lindgren doesn’t know if he can pinpoint one reason why his return 
from a shoulder injury took longer than expected.  

It was a tough recovery, he said, and part of his delay stemmed from not 
being able to maintain the level of physicality that has grown to define the 
25-year-old’s skill set. 

Lindgren wanted to play how he knew he should play, to not “hold back 
at all.”  

After an 11-game absence, Lindgren returned and skated 16:13 in the 
Rangers’ 3-2 loss to the Hurricanes on Tuesday, where he exited briefly 
in the second period but returned and assisted on Kaapo Kakko’s goal in 
the third. 

“It just maybe took a little longer,” Lindgren said. “Obviously, you want to 
get back out there as soon as you can, but you just want to be smart. 
Feeling good now.”  

Lindgren was called for a holding penalty with 3:10 left in the second, but 
he was replaced in the penalty box by Vladimir Tarasenko — skating 
down the tunnel instead. Rangers head coach Gerard Gallant said 
postgame that Lindgren will have “little things like that, little shooting 
pain.” 

Ryan Lindgren, who returned to the Rangers' lineup, takes a shot during 
their 3-2 loss to the Hurricanes. 

“They said not to worry about it, but I worry about it,” Gallant said. “But he 
was fine.” 

Lindgren originally injured his shoulder against Washington on Feb. 25, 
when a hit from T.J. Oshie redirected him into the half boards and forced 
an early exit. 

It appeared at times that he might be nearing a return — especially since 
the Blueshirts didn’t place him on long-term injured reserve — but 
participation in morning skates and practice didn’t translate into pregame 
rushes and the games themselves.  

A career-long absence followed. 

After skating just five games with the Rangers in 2018-19, his first taste 
of the NHL, Lindgren had never missed more than 10 games across a full 
regular season. 

Head coach Gerard Gallant told reporters before a victory over 
Washington on March 14 that they didn’t want to rush Lindgren back.  

During his most recent skates, Lindgren, who has played in 58 of the 
Blueshirts’ 71 games this season, felt that a Tuesday return was feasible, 
and he noticed his shoulder reacting better when shooting the puck. 

He also tested how it held up physically, and while working out in the 
gym, too.  

“He’s a big part of our group, and we’re happy to have him back,” Gallant 
said Tuesday afternoon. “No doubt, he’s a big, big part of our group.”  

The Rangers went 8-2-1 without Lindgren, and at times, they even 
managed to piece together a blue line with four or five defensemen — 
when K’Andre Miller’s match penalty and eventual three-game 
suspension for spitting on the Kings’ Drew Doughty eliminated another 
member from the Blueshirts’ defensive pairings.  

Lindgren’s return means that Ben Harpur will likely be removed from the 
lineup to serve as the Blueshirts’ seventh defenseman moving forward, 
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or at least until an absence or underwhelming performance prompts 
Gallant to tweak his pairings. 

He rotated in with the other six throughout Tuesday’s morning skate, with 
Braden Schneider and Niko Mikkola the third unit, and it marked the end 
of Harpur’s extended minutes — starting with a career-high 28:04 against 
the Kings on Feb. 26.  

Ryan Lindgren #55 of the New York Rangers skates during warmups 
prior to the game against the Carolina Hurricanes 

Rangers’ Ryan Lindgren skates during warmups before the game against 
the Hurricanes. 

Harpur gained the coaching staff’s trust and “earned his ice,” Gallant 
added, providing a proven option if another injury arises.  

“He’s obviously a different type of player,” Gallant said about Harpur. 
“Harps is a big guy. He defends real well, and he’s big and strong. So I 
think he did a great job in there.”  

In Harpur’s place, the Rangers will get a key piece they were missing, 
even as they strung together 17 of 22 possible points the last 11 games. 

Forward Kaapo Kakko said Lindgren has been a defenseman that 
everyone trusts, mostly because “he’s really good with the puck in the D-
zone, like really good in front of the net.”  

A player like that “can’t be good for the other team,” Kaako added. 
Lindgren just needed to make sure he was able to match that reputation 
before returning, though.  

“You just want to make sure when you get back out there you can play 
the way you want to play and not hold back at all,” Lindgren said. “I’m 
there now and feeling good.” 

Providence College forward Brett Berard signed a three-year, entry-level 
deal with the Rangers, and he reported to AHL Hartford for an amateur 
tryout Tuesday. 

The deal, which starts next season, comes after Berard — a fifth-round 
pick in the 2020 NHL Draft — compiled 10 goals and 24 points during 
Providence’s season, and he finished his collegiate career with 33 goals 
and 72 points across three seasons with the Friars. 

The Rangers will practice Wednesday before traveling to Raleigh and 
completing their two-game set against the Hurricanes. 
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Where these loaded Rangers fit in the pantheon of all-time best line 
groups 

 

Larry Brooks 

 

So I was talking to Chris Kreider a week ago about his team’s uncommon 
depth up front, and No. 20 immediately flashed back to his formative 
years on Broadway that inform his career. 

Kreider, who joined the Blueshirts at age 20 for the 2012 playoffs just 
days after helping Boston College to the national championship in his 
junior year, went to the conference finals in three of his first four NHL 
seasons — including to the Cup final in 2014. 

“You know what this reminds me of?” Kreider asked before he answered, 
“Our teams those years.” 

Kreider often has referred to those seasons through a career in which he 
has ascended to sixth on the franchise’s all-time goal-scoring list. He has 
scored 261 goals in Blue, one away from tying Vic Hadfield, with only 

Rod Gilbert, Jean Ratelle, Adam Graves and Andy Bathgate — Rangers 
Royalty — ahead of the two left wingers. 

Understand: This current group of Rangers, imposing as it may be and 
omnipotent as it may appear after the weekend 6-0 victory over the 
Penguins followed by the 7-0 triumph over the Predators, hasn’t done a 
thing yet. Kreider’s early teams did not win the Cup, but the 2014 team 
did at least get to the final before losing to L.A. and the 2015 squad did at 
least win the Presidents’ Trophy before going down in Game 7 of the 
conference finals to Tampa Bay. 

Rick Nash and Martin St. Louis celebrate a Rangers goal in 2015. 

So comparisons are premature. If the Rangers lose in the first round to 
Carolina or New Jersey, no one will be extolling the club’s great depth. 
So let’s keep that in mind when we do this little exercise here in 
comparing forward depth. 

But we’re not only measuring this club against 2014 and 2015. No, sir. 
No, ma’am. We’re including the post-deadline 1993-94 team and the 
1978-79 Ooh-La-La Gang. And we are going back to Boomer Nirvana to 
the 1971-72 team that went to the final before losing to Bobby Orr and 
the Animals in six games. 

The current Rangers: A. Artemi Panarin-Mika Zibanejad-Vlad Tarasenko; 
B. Kreider-Vincent Trocheck-Patrick Kane; C. Alexis Lafreniere-Filip 
Chytil-Kaapo Kakko; D. Jimmy Vesey-Barclay Goodrow-Tyler Motte. 

The 2015 Rangers: A. Rick Nash-Derick Brassard-Mats Zuccarello; B. 
Kreider-Derek Stepan-J.T. Miller; C. Carl Hagelin-Kevin Hayes-Marty St. 
Louis; D. Tanner Glass-Dom Moore-Jesper Fast. 

The 2014 Rangers: A. Kreider-Stepan-Nash; B. Benoit Pouliot-Brassard-
Zuccarello; C. Hagelin-Brad Richards-St. Louis; D. Brian Boyle-Moore-
Derek Dorsett/Daniel Carcillo. 

The 1994 Rangers: A. Graves-Mark Messier-Glenn Anderson; B. 
Stephane Matteau-Alex Kovalev-Steve Larmer; C. Esa Tikkanen-Craig 
MacTavish-Brian Noonan; D. Greg Gilbert-Sergei Nemchinov-Joey 
Kocur/Nick Kypreos. 

The 1979 Rangers: A. Don Maloney-Phil Esposito-Don Murdoch; B. 
Steve Vickers-Walt Tkaczuk-Anders Hedberg; C. Pat Hickey-Bobby 
Sheehan-Ron Duguay; D. Pierre Plante-Eddie Johnstone-Lucien 
DeBlois. 

The 1972 Rangers: A. Hadfield-Ratelle-Gilbert; B. Gene Carr-Tkaczuk-
Bill Fairbairn; C. Ted Irvine-Pete Stemkowski-Bruce MacGregor; D. Glen 
Sather-Bobby Rousseau-Ron Stewart. 

The course of the 2015 playoffs may have changed in the first-round 
Game 5 clincher against Pittsburgh when Zuccarello suffered his 
grievous brain injury when hit by a shot off teammate Ryan McDonagh’s 
stick. Alain Vigneault juggled combinations following that. 

Adam Graves celebrates a goal by Mark Messier (back) for the Rangers 
against the Devils in the 1994 playoffs. 

No list of Rangers immortals is complete with Adam Graves, Mark 
Messier and the 1994 squad. 

In 1994, it was routine for head coach Mike Keenan to move Kovalev up 
to Messier’s right wing when circumstances called for it. Lines were 
mixed throughout a season of equal dominance and volatility. 

The 1979 lineup cited above represents the alignment used in the 
playoffs in Ulf Nilsson’s absence. That was the season, remember, when 
Murdoch was suspended for the first 40 games because of a cocaine-
related issue. Sheehan was summoned to join the club after the first 
game of the quarterfinals against the Flyers. The Tkaczuk line, by the 
way, probably stands as the best checking unit in franchise history. 

In 1972, clubs generally did not use four lines. Rousseau was less a 
fourth-liner than a power-play point specialist, finishing seventh on the 
team in scoring (21-36-57) during the regular season before leading the 
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team during the playoffs (6-11-17) after moving between Hadfield and 
Gilbert in Ratelle’s absence. 

Now: If the Rangers win the Cup, maybe even if they fail to win but reach 
the final, the current group might win recognition as the deepest group of 
forwards in club history. 

Rod Gilbert skates for the Rangers in 1972. 

In 1972, Rod Gilbert and the rest of the GAG line was operating at the 
peak of their powers. 

But until these guys have a chance to write their own history, I am writing 
that the 1972 group had the best three-line rotation of them all. 

This is my story and I will stick to it forever — or until the June 2023 
parade up the Canyon of Heroes, whichever comes first. 

Every one of the 1972 team’s top three units aced their chemistry exams, 
though Carr at left wing on the Bulldog Line was perhaps a bit 
incongruous. The third line is likely the best in franchise history. And 
again, the fourth line housed one of the club’s greatest offensive 
weapons. 

And, please, at the top, this was the GAG Line flaunting all of its power 
and glory with each of the three hallowed components at the very top of 
his game. 

Can the Panarin-Zibanejad-Tarasenko unit take advantage of this 
Broadway runway to prove something different, maybe something more 
grand? You bet they can. 

Can the Kreider-Trocheck-Kane line eclipse the Bulldogs with a dominant 
run in the postseason? Absolutely. 

Can the Kids dislodge Stemmer and the Boys from their franchise perch? 
We will see. 

The Lindgren alternative 

Ryan Lindgren is expected to return Tuesday night at the Garden against 
the Hurricanes after being sidelined for 11 games due to the left shoulder 
injury he sustained on T.J. Oshie’s first-period hit in Washington on Feb. 
25. 

That is the same number of games No. 55 would have been required to 
miss had he been placed on LTIR at any time during his absence. Not 
doing so probably represents a miscalculation by GM Chris Drury and the 
staff, which obviously projected an earlier return. 

Ryan Lindgren carries the puck for the Rangers. 

Ryan Lindgren’s absence will end up mirroring a stay on long-term 
injured reserve, which the Rangers bypassed. 

I have heard some intelligence that the Rangers might have had similar 
issues getting immediate and full relief from the league by placing 
Lindgren on LTIR as they did when denied emergency status, but that 
does not seem to have entered into the decision to maintain the 
defenseman on the active roster. 

The Blueshirts played short for four games surrounding Kane’s deadline 
acquisition. There was disruption. But it was temporary. 

Overall, the Rangers went 8-2-1 without Lindgren, and they are 6-0-1 
since forming three stable pairs for the game in Montreal on March 9. 

The K’Andre Miller-Jacob Trouba tandem has been on for 11 goals for 
and four against in 111:34 of five-on-five play, the Niko Mikkola-Adam 
Fox tandem has been on for four goals for and four against in 95:05 and 
the Ben Harpur-Braden Schneider pair has been on for two goals for and 
one against in 86:58. 

Ben Harpur #5 of the New York Rangers skates against Kiefer Sherwood 
#44 of the Nashville Predators. 

Ben Harpur has been a fixture on the Rangers defense pair in Ryan 
Lindgren’s absence. 

By the time the Rangers were allowed by the league to dress a full 18+2 
roster, there was no point in placing Lindgren on retroactive LTI other 
than to guard against another injury. It’s not as if the club would have 
played, say, either Libor Hajek or Zac Jones ahead of Harpur. 

Tempest in a teapot. 

Even better back-to-backs 

So, you think this past weekend was great? How about the consecutive 
games in January 1972 in which the Rangers beat the Blues, 9-1, four 
days ahead of taking out the Kings, 8-0? 

Or the week of Feb. 4-10, 1973, when the Rangers recorded a triple 
bagel: 6-0 over the Atlanta Flames behind Gilles Villemure and then 6-0, 
6-0 over the Original Islanders with Eddie Giacomin and Villemure taking 
turns with shutouts? 
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Rangers' Ryan Lindgren returns to lineup 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

 

Ryan Lindgren returned to the lineup Tuesday night after missing 11 
games with a left shoulder injury when the Rangers faced the Carolina 
Hurricanes at Madison Square Garden, in the final game of their five-
game homestand. The defenseman made it through the entire game, 
though he did have one minor scare when he appeared to tweak the 
shoulder late in the second period as he committed a holding penalty 
against former Ranger Jesper Fast. 

Lindgren grimaced and hunched over as he went to the penalty box, and 
then left the box and went to the Rangers dressing room. But he was 
able to return after his penalty expired and returned and played the entire 
third period. He played 16:13 in the game, took one shot on goal, and 
was a plus-1. 

“He’s going to have little things like that, a little shooting pain or 
whatever, I don't know,’’ Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said of 
Lindgren’s scare. “They said not to worry about it, but I worry about it. He 
was fine.’’ 

Harpur still helping 

Ben Harpur came out of the lineup when Lindgren went back in. Harpur 
had played in the 11 games Lindgren missed with a shoulder injury, plus 
a couple before that, when the Blueshirts were playing with seven 
defensemen while trying to bank cap space to trade for Patrick Kane. 

“He did a great job in there,’’ Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said of 
Harpur. “When you get an opportunity to play like he played, it's really 
good for the confidence of the coaches, and that's what he's done with 
us… He's done a good job, and he's earned his ice time, and we're real 
happy with what he's done.’’ 

Berard signs 

The Rangers announced they have signed forward Brett Berard to a 
three-year entry level contract that begins in the 2023-24 season. Berard, 
20, was a fifth-round draft pick in 2020 and just completed his junior 
season at Providence College, where he scored 10 goals, with 14 assists 
in 36 games. He was the second-leading scorer and third-leading goal 
scorer for the Friars. He reported to AHL Hartford where he will finish the 
season on an amateur tryout. 
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Rangers fall apart in third period, lose to Hurricanes 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

 

Jimmy Vesey viewed it as a lost opportunity. 

The Rangers forward had a look of regret, almost, after the Rangers 
failed to hold two one-goal leads in the third period and ended up losing 
the final game of their homestand, 3-2 to the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Teuvo Teravainen’s redirection of a Brent Burns shot/pass with 2:33 
remaining broke a 2-2 tie and gave the Hurricanes their first victory over 
the Rangers in three tries this season. The teams play again, for the final 
time in the regular season, on Thursday in Raleigh, North Carolina. 

The loss snapped the Rangers’ four-game win streak and seven-game 
point streak, and it dealt a blow to the Blueshirts’ hopes of really shaking 
up the Metropolitan Division standings, with the division race coming 
down to its final few games. 

“It's tough,’’ Vesey said. “We played them tonight, and [play them again] 
two days from now. And then we have one more game against Jersey. 
So I think [Tuesday’s game] was an opportunity for us to make it a little 
interesting in the standings.’’ 

There are still 11 games left for the Rangers to make it interesting, 
beginning with Thursday’s rematch at Carolina, but the possibilities don’t 
seem as wide open as they did going into Tuesday. Four straight 
victories had pulled the Blueshirts within five points of the second-place 
Devils and six of the Hurricanes in the division standings, and a win 
Tuesday by the Blueshirts would have tightened the division race and 
really made things interesting. 

Instead, with Carolina winning and the Devils losing in overtime to 
Minnesota, the Hurricanes (46-15-8, 100 points) opened a two-point lead 
over the 45-18-8 Devils (98 points), with two games in hand. And they 
are eight points ahead of the Rangers (41-20-10, 92). 

All of which meant nothing to Rangers coach Gerard Gallant, who is 
focused on each game individually, rather than looking at the bigger 
picture. 

“I don't care about the past games,’’ a disappointed Gallant said. “The 
points and the standings, that doesn't matter. It's about playing well, and 
winning points when you get a chance. And tonight, we didn't play near 
well enough to beat that team.’’ 

Tyler Motte’s third goal in four games, at 17 minutes of the first period, 
had given the Rangers a lead after a first period in which the Rangers 
mostly had the edge over the visitors. But Carolina began to take control 
of the play in the second, spending long stretches of time in the Rangers’ 
zone and outshooting them 15-5 in the middle period. For the game, the 
Hurricanes outshot the Rangers 40-30. 

Only the brilliance of goaltender Igor Shesterkin (36 saves) kept the 
Rangers in the lead through the first two periods, but eventually, Jake 
Chatfield’s shot from the right wing eluded Shesterkin and tied the game, 
1-1, at 9:49 of the third period. The goal ended a scoreless run of 120 
minutes and 40 seconds for Shesterkin, going back to Jake Guentzel’s 
goal at 9:09 of the third period in the 4-2 win over Pittsburgh. 

Thirty-one seconds after Chatfield scored, though, the Rangers re-took 
the lead on a goal by Kaapo Kakko at 10:20. It was Kakko’s first goal 
since Feb. 25, a span of 12 games. But the Rangers were hardly done 
celebrating when Stefan Noesen somehow found himself wide-open in 

the low slot, just above the goal crease, to bang in a pass from ex-
Ranger Jesper Fast, to tie the game again at 2-2. 

“When you get the lead, you can’t give it up as quickly as we did,’’ 
Rangers defenseman Adam Fox said. 

Fox got to play with his regular defense partner, Ryan Lindgren, for the 
first time since Lindgren suffered a shoulder injury in a game against 
Washington Feb. 25. Lindgren returned to the lineup Tuesday after 
missing 11 games. 
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Rangers’ ‘disappointing’ effort likely leaves them out of Metropolitan 
Division hunt 

 

Arthur Staple 

 

NEW YORK — It was an opportunity. Two straight with the Metro-leading 
Hurricanes, who came in eight points up on the third-place Rangers. A 
sweep and the Rangers could dare to dream of a shot at a division 
crown, or at least second place and home ice in the opening round. 

Aside from Igor Shesterkin, it was an opportunity wasted. The Rangers 
were 2:33 from getting at least a point when another ragged play in their 
own end led to Teuvo Teravainen’s redirect to snap a tie, but a trip to 
overtime or a shootout would have simply masked the problems with this 
one. The Rangers had a tremendous two weeks, a dominant homestand, 
but Tuesday was a dud. 

“The game was ours to lose and we just made one too many errors,” 
Jimmy Vesey said. “We play them tonight and two days from now, I think 
it was an opportunity for us to make it a little interesting in the standings. I 
don’t think it was our best game.” 

The most disappointing aspect of Tuesday’s 3-2 loss was probably the 
lack of mystery. The Hurricanes do what they do, night in, night out — 
they are quick to pucks in all three zones, ready for a breakout, a quick 
shot or two or 12 from anywhere in the offensive zone and fast puck 
retrievals to get teams turned around in their own end. 

“They play the same game every night,” Gerard Gallant said. The 
Rangers have seen the Canes 10 times in the last 10 months — a 
crackling, seven-game series in the second round last spring and this 
third of four meetings so far this season. The Rangers had won six of the 
past nine against Carolina, so you can rest assured the Rangers know 
what’s coming. 

“I’m disappointed with the effort, the compete level,” Gallant said. “You’re 
not going to beat any team in the league if you don’t win your share of 
the one-on-one battles. I thought they won a good majority.” 

Ryan Lindgren returned after missing 11 games with an upper-body 
injury, and it was an adventure. His blocked shot led to Kaapo Kakko’s 
goal 31 seconds after Carolina knotted the game 1-1 in the third, then 
Lindgren stumbled and couldn’t get a puck moving north along the wall 
late and the play ended with Teravainen’s winning deflection. 

“Not bad,” was Gallant’s assessment of Lindgren. “Better than some.” 

If there’s a worry out of this one, it’s that the Rangers’ top guys might 
have grown a little fat and happy after scoring 17 times in three wins over 
the Penguins twice and the Predators at the end of last week. Neither of 
those teams can do what Carolina does; even without Andrei 
Svechnikov, who’s out for the year for the Canes, they still can trick you 
into submission with transitions and movement and bodies to the net, 
even if the names don’t seem quite so threatening. 
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The big-name top six didn’t have much to show for this one, just a bunch 
of mid- to low-danger chances. Tyler Motte, Barclay Goodrow and Vesey 
combined for the only goal through 49 minutes but they were on for 
Carolina’s opener, a fourth-line Canes goal. K’Andre Miller and Jacob 
Trouba made poor reads on Stefan Noesen’s 2-2 goal. 

Stefan Noesen gets wide open in front and hammers home Fast's 
centering feed to knot it back up at 2!#LetsGoCanes 
pic.twitter.com/0cbkFWMYNn 

— Hockey Daily 365 l NHL Highlights (@HockeyDaily365) March 22, 
2023 

After the highs of the 13-0 weekend, this was some blah stuff from the 
Rangers. The good part is they head to Raleigh on Wednesday for a 
return date, with the possibility of a first-round series on the horizon next 
month. 

The Rangers are eight points back of Carolina now, with the Canes 
holding two games in hand. A Carolina win Thursday and it’s all over for 
the division crown, basically. The Devils are six points up for second, so 
the top of the division is still up for grabs. But the Rangers, who put to 
bed any notions they could slip into the wild card with those two 
thumpings of the Penguins last week, now may have made their bed for 
third place with Tuesday’s showing. 

Gallant reiterated his and every coach’s mantra this time of year Tuesday 
morning: Just get into the playoffs and worry about where you finish after 
that “x” goes in next to the team name in the standings. 

There’s still a Jim Carrey “Dumb and Dumber” GIF hanging out there for 
the Rangers, but the best way they can respond after Tuesday is to 
simply compete with the Canes better Thursday. The division hopes are 
probably gone. Now it’s time to send a message that Carolina’s speed 
won’t be an issue if these two teams meet again in mid-April or beyond. 

“They were the quick team and we were slow,” Gallant said. “It’s 
disappointing.” 
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‘They were rolling on us.’ Leafs road trip starts with most lopsided defeat 
of the season in Long Island 

 

By Kevin McGran Staff Reporter 

Tue., March 21, 2023 

 

Maple Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe had been hoping to use the club’s 
road trip to find some answers. 

After a 7-2 loss to the New York Islanders at UBS Arena on Tuesday 
night, he may have been left with more questions. 

Line juggling didn’t work. A traditional 12-forward, six-defence formation 
didn’t work. Pulling the goalie with more than six minutes to go certainly 
didn’t work. And Ilya Samsonov couldn’t save the day behind his 
mistake-prone teammates over the final two periods as the playoff-
desperate Islanders handed the Leafs their most lopsided defeat of the 
season. 

“When they had their chances, they scored on them,” said Leafs winger 
Mitch Marner, who had one goal. “In that second, it seemed like they 
were rolling on us there for a little bit. And when we got going, we didn’t 
have enough pace and not enough bodies, not enough second 
opportunities, and it comes back to cost you.” 

Marner’s goal was his 90th point, making him the first Leaf since Doug 
Gilmour (1992-93, 1993-94) to reach 90 two seasons in a row. And Sam 

Lafferty scored his first as a Leaf, set up by Bobby McMann, who picked 
up his first NHL point. But that was it for the visitors’ offence, not nearly 
enough to overcome mistakes by the likes of Jake McCabe (missed 
assignment), Timothy Liljegren (fanned pass out of the Leafs zone), 
David Kämpf (lost the puck at his blue line) and Morgan Rielly (lost it on a 
rush). 

“It’s on us to manage the puck through the neutral zone and not turn the 
puck over,” said Rielly, “and stop them when they get going. We weren’t 
able to do that enough. The point is, we’ve got to do a better job.” 

It’s not like the Leafs are in trouble. They have all but clinched a playoff 
spot, and Montreal’s 3-2 win over Tampa Bay certainly helped Toronto as 
far as home-ice advantage is concerned. But the Leafs are trending in 
the wrong direction at the worst time. 

They are 5-4-1 in March, their worst month since that troubling 4-4-2 
October, and have allowed at least four goals in four of their last seven 
games. They certainly don’t look like the best version of themselves. 

“Credit to the Islanders. They competed hard,” said Leafs coach Sheldon 
Keefe. “It’s very evident that this game was very important to them. 
They’re fighting for their playoff lives ... but we didn’t do enough to take 
advantage of the puck when we had it. We didn’t give up very much 
through two periods. 

“The mistakes we made, they made count. And the mistakes that they 
made, we didn’t make them pay for.” 

It was Samsonov’s worst outing of the season. He didn’t seem to want to 
talk about it. He’s leaving the team to be with his wife Mariya, who is 
expecting their first born any day. 

“The game is history,” said Samsonov. “I have more important things at 
home than to think about this game.” 

Juggling act 

Keefe had been unusually honest about why forward lines have changed, 
and why the top scorers were separated. For John Tavares, it was 
because he was slumping offensively. Keefe hoped putting Marner back 
on his wing could be an elixir of sorts. 

“It’s a long season, it’s a grind,” Tavares told reporters at the morning 
skate. “There are times when things feel really good and really in rhythm, 
and other times where you’re just trying to build your habits.” 

And while William Nylander has produced somewhat — eight points in 
his last eight games, four at even strength — the coach had seen a 
tailing off in his play and willingness to engage in puck battles. 

“He and I have talked about this,” Keefe said of Nylander. “I’m just finding 
when the puck’s hitting his stick, his feet aren’t moving to the same 
degree. He’s not attacking. There’s a lot more perimeter (work), a lot 
more just sort of getting rid of the puck. I want him to hang on to it. I want 
him to challenge. I want him to be on the attack. I want to see lots of 
pace from him. That’s when he’s at his best. Just get back to doing that. 
It’s been too long now since we’ve seen that consistently from him.” 

As the game got away from the Leafs, Keefe switched the lines back to a 
more familiar formation, also with little success. 

About the Islanders 

It’s an interesting trip for the Leafs. Each of the teams they’ll face is in the 
playoff mix or hanging on for their playoff lives, and the Islanders are no 
exception. They’re a standout defensive team with superior goaltending. 
Ilya Sorokin showed why he’s a Vezina Trophy candidate with a first-
period sprawling save to take a sure goal away from Erik Gustafsson, 
and by stopping Kämpf on a short-handed breakaway in the second 
period. 

“Their goaltending is a real strength and foundation of their team,” said 
Keefe. “It gives them a chance to win every night. They defend real hard. 
A deep team that plays hard and structured, and obviously they’re 
playing to keep themselves in a playoff spot.” 
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After 40 minutes 

Neither goalie could be blamed on most of the goals that had the 
Islanders up 3-1 after two periods. Lafferty’s opening marker for Toronto 
was the result of a double deflection. In the second period, Samsonov 
was left to his own devices; Zach Parise’s game-tying goal was the result 
of McCabe losing tracking of his defensive assignment. Then Liljegren 
fanned on a zone exit, with Hudson Fasching the beneficiary. He got off a 
quick wrist shot. Finally, another easy zone exit was muffed and ended 
up in Cal Clutterbuck’s hands for a long shot from the point. 

Facing Engvall 

It was the first time the Leafs faced Pierre Engvall, traded to the Islanders 
at the deadline to make room for some grittier forwards. Engvall came 
into the game on a four-game points streak with three goals and an 
assist. In the first period, uncharacteristically, he laid out Mark Giordano 
with a big hit. 

“I’ve seen he’s had some success there,” said Keefe. “Good to see for 
him. He’s a guy who put in a lot of years, a lot of time and really 
developed here in our organization, with me specifically. Helped the 
Marlies win a Calder Cup. Came a long way there and played a lot of 
important minutes for us. So, good to see him go to a team that’s still 
hungry and competing to be in the playoffs, and for him to find a role 
there.” 

Injury ward 

Defenceman T.J. Brodie, nursing undisclosed “bumps and bruises” was 
scratched. “With the health and depth that we have, there’s no point in 
our guys playing through anything unnecessarily,” Keefe said. “We’ll seek 
to get him better here for later in the trip. Lots of hockey this week.” Luke 
Schenn, Conor Timmins and Wayne Simmonds were also scratched. 
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Cal Clutterbuck scores pair as Islanders embarrass Maple Leafs 

 

By: Scott Charles 

Published Mar 21, 2023 

 

NEW YORK — Cal Clutterbuck had two goals and an assist as the New 
York Islanders got all their scoring in the last two periods in a 7-2 win 
over the Toronto Maple Leafs on Tuesday night. 

Anders Lee and Noah Dobson each had a goal and an assist, and Zach 
Parise, Hudson Fasching and Simon Holmstrom also scored to help the 
Islanders win their third straight and improve to 7-2-1 in their last 10. 
Jean-Gabriel Pageau had two assists and Ilya Sorokin finished with 24 
saves. 

opening envelope 

Closing Lines 

Don Brennan’s daily hit on the world of sports betting. Whether you’re 
new to sports gambling or an experienced wagerer, this newsletter offers 
trustworthy insights into the odds game. 19+. Please gamble responsibly. 

Sam Lafferty and Mitchell Marner scored for Toronto, which had won two 
straight. Ilya Samsonov had 22 saves. 

After the Islanders scored three times in the second period to take a 3-1 
lead, Auston Matthews set up Marner for a one-timer from the slot to pull 
the Maple Leafs within one at 3:39 of the third. It was Marner’s 27th. 

The Islanders responded 44 seconds later as Clutterbuck intercepted a 
loose puck and raced up the ice before wiring a wrist shot past 
Samsonov’s blocker to restore a two-goal lead. It was his second of the 
night and sixth of the season. 

Holstrom made it 5-2 at the midpoint of the third as he converted his 
second attempt in front on a rebound of Lee’s try. 

Dobson scored an empty-netter with 6:04 left for his 13th, and Lee 
redirected a shot from the point for his 27th less than three minutes later 
to cap the four-goal period. 

Sorokin kept the Islanders deficit at one goal with an incredible stick save 
with 7:22 left in the opening period, swatting Maple Leafs defenseman 
Erik Gustafsson’s shot at a wide-open net out of the air with his stick. 

Parise tied it 28 seconds into the second with a one-timer off a pass from 
Mayfield. Pageau also had an assist on the play to extend his point 
streak to four games. 

There are possibly as many as three NHL teams interested in Kyle 
Dubas if the Maple Leafs don't retain his services. 

Mar 15, 2023; Toronto, Ontario, CAN;  Toronto Maple Leafs goalie Ilya 
Samsonov (35) stops a shot from Colorado Avalanche forward Mikko 
Rantanen (96) in the second  period at Scotiabank Arena.   

Fasching wired a shot past Samsonov’s glove with 6:10 left in the period 
after Toronto’s Timothy Liljegren misplayed a clearing attempt in the 
defensive zone. It was Fasching’s seventh goal in 39 games this season. 

The Islanders extended their lead to 3-1 after Maple Leafs forward Zach 
Aston-Reese couldn’t control a puck along the boards and Clutterbuck 
was able to redirect Ryan Pulock’s shot past Samsonov. It was 
Clutterbuck’s first goal since returning to the lineup in mid-March after 
missing 20 games with an upper-body injury. 

RECOMMENDED VIDEO 

SIDELINED 

Islanders forward Brock Nelson left the game and did not return after 
receiving a punishing check from Noel Acciari along the boards. 

STATS 

Marner recorded his 90th point of the season and became the first Maple 
Leafs skater since Doug Gilmour (1992-94 and 1993-94) to post 
consecutive 90-point seasons. The only other skaters to do so in 
franchise history are Darryl Sittler (1975–78 and 1979-81) and Lanny 
McDonald (1975-77). … Islanders president and general manager Lou 
Lamoriello registered his 1400th win as GM, joining David Poile (1525) 
as the only two with at least 1400 regular-season victories. Lamoriello 
has 188 wins with the Islanders, 118 with the Maple Leafs (2015-18) and 
1,093 with the Devils (1987-2015). 
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Maple Leafs report cards: Big mistakes and turnovers cap blowout loss to 
Islanders 

 

Kevin Papetti 

10-12 minutes 22/03/2023 

 

It was ‘mistake night’ for the Toronto Maple Leafs at UBS Arena. 
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The Leafs jumped out to an early lead with a strong first period, but 
turnovers and missed assignments gave them no chance of defeating 
Ilya Sorokin and the New York Islanders. Jake McCabe, Timothy 
Liljegren, David Kämpf, and a combination of Mitch Marner and Morgan 
Rielly were all to blame for the Islanders’ goals, and racking up turnovers 
is no way to win against defensively-responsible teams with strong 
goaltending. 

Let’s skip the three stars and get to the grades. 

Player reports 

A- 

The third pair (Mark Giordano and Justin Holl) 

The Islanders generated next to nothing during their minutes. The Leafs 
didn’t exactly dominate offensively, but Samsonov was quite bored when 
they were on the ice. 

B+ 

Mitch Marner 

Marner was excellent in the first, even though he didn’t get on the 
scoresheet. He made a fantastic pass to set up Erik Gustafsson for a tap-
in, but Sorokin robbed him thanks to a stop that has save-of-the-year 
merit. Marner then drove to the net and drew a tripping penalty to put the 
Leafs on the power play in the final seconds. He was reunited with 
Matthews to start the third, and scored off a one-timer on his second 
shift: 

Michael Bunting and John Tavares 

They’ve been caved in as of late, but managed to spend most of the 
night in the offensive zone. Tavares lost a defensive-zone face-off during 
four-on-four action, and the Islanders scored seconds later, but his line 
was excellent defensively at five-on-five. While they didn’t score, they 
graded out well by expected goals. 

Bobby McMann 

McMann came awfully close to picking up his first NHL point eight 
minutes in. He took a breakout pass from Liljegren, gained the line, and 
dished it to Auston Matthews for a great chance in front. While it wasn’t 
meant to be, he picked up an assist on his very next shift by retrieving a 
loose puck and dishing it back to Liljegren for a point shot. Unfortunately, 
his line struggled to get in the offensive zone for the other two periods, so 
his minutes were relatively uneventful. 

Noel Acciari 

Acciari got away with a boarding penalty at the end of the first, and Brock 
Nelson was injured on the play: 

He had a heavy offensive-zone shift that eventually led to Marner’s goal, 
and the Islanders failed to generate many chances in his minutes. He 
fought Matt Martin with three minutes to go, but tapped out of the fight 
early. I’d like to see him in the top nine. 

William Nylander 

The Leafs generated plenty of chances when Nylander was on the ice, 
and Sheldon Keefe gave him extra shifts in the top six. He’s now gone 
four games without a point, but he wasn’t on for a goal against at five-on-
five. 

B 

Sam Lafferty 

Lafferty scored his first goal as a Leaf 11 minutes in, when Liljegren’s 
point shot deflected off him and in. It wasn’t pretty, but Lafferty started 
the sequence off by using his speed to win the puck back on the 
forecheck. The Islanders didn’t generate anything during his minutes in 
the first, so it was a great start for his line. Unfortunately, he didn’t spend 
much time in the offensive zone in the second, and he also took a terrible 

offensive-zone tripping penalty. He was strong defensively, but the Leafs 
need him to create more chances while playing in sheltered minutes with 
Nylander. 

B- 

The offensive pair (Morgan Rielly and Erik Gustafsson) 

Rielly showed some good patience in the offensive zone at the end of the 
first, and Marner drew a penalty seconds later. He was on for the 
Islanders’ third goal, but it was more on Kämpf, as Rielly had made a 
nice pass seconds earlier. Gustafsson looked impressive offensively in 
the first, but was absolutely robbed by Sorokin 13 minutes in: 

Rielly was at least partially responsible for New York’s fourth goal, but I’m 
giving a fair share of the blame to Marner for putting the pass in his 
skates. It’s hard to trust this pair long term, but they were relatively fine. 

C+ 

Auston Matthews 

Matthews had a good chance in front eight minutes in, but the puck was 
rolling too much for him to capitalize. He also took a hooking penalty in 
the final seconds, which ended a Leafs power play, and eventually led to 
a goal for the Islanders during four-on-four action. He was reunited with 
Marner to start third, and set him up for a one-timer goal on their second 
shift. However, the Islanders generated plenty of chances during his 
minutes. 

Ilya Samsonov 

Coming off back-to-back strong starts against Carolina and Colorado, 
Samsonov picked up where he left off by stopping all 10 shots that he 
faced in the first. The Leafs eased him into the game, allowing just three 
shots in the first 10 minutes, and no overly dangerous ones. Toronto 
jumped out to an early lead, and he made a series of stops with three 
minutes left to preserve the lead heading into the intermission. 

Unfortunately, his second period didn’t get off to the same start. Zach 
Parise scored 28 seconds in when he was left alone in front during four-
on-four play: 

The Leafs only gave up one more shot in the first half of the second, and 
after going forever without any action, Hudson Fasching beat Samsonov 
on his glove side following a Liljegren turnover: 

Less than four minutes later, Cal Clutterbuck deflected a point shot by 
him for the Islanders’ third goal: 

New York’s third shot of the third beat him as well. Samsonov tried to 
shoot the puck around the boards, but the puck deflected right to the 
Islanders in front for a greasy goal: 

Simon Holmstrom 

Despite the fact that he gave up six shots, it’s worth noting that he didn’t 
have much of a chance on the vast majority of them. He certainly wasn’t 
great, but he wasn’t terrible either. 

C- 

Jake McCabe 

McCabe spent the vast majority of his first-period shifts in the offensive 
zone, but got caught during four-on-four play to start the second. It 
looked like he and Tavares tried to cover the same player following a lost 
defensive-zone face-off, and Parise scored before McCabe could find his 
assignment. He played reasonably well outside of that, but his job is to 
avoid those types of mistakes. 

D 

Alex Kerfoot 

The Leafs generated little to nothing during Kerfoot’s minutes in the 
opening two periods, which is definitely a problem given that he was 
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playing with Matthews. He was moved down the lineup in the third, and 
has now gone 25 games without a goal. He failed to pick up a shot on 
goal. 

David Kämpf 

Kämpf was a fast-forward button in the first half of the game, as there 
were no real chances at either end during his minutes. He stole the puck 
on the penalty kill to start the second, but couldn’t convert on the ensuing 
breakaway. Unfortunately, he then had a defensive-zone turnover at the 
end of the frame that directly led to an Islanders goal. He also lost a 
defensive-zone face off ahead of New York’s seventh goal. The Leafs 
have won his minutes by expected goals just once in the last 14 games. 

Timothy Liljegren 

Liljegren was Toronto’s best defenceman in the first. He made a strong 
stretch pass eight minutes in that soon led to a great chance for 
Matthews, and he picked up an assist when his point shot deflected off 
Lafferty and in. He showed off his rush defence against Nelson at the 
end of the first, and his pair was dominant early. 

Unfortunately, it was all downhill from there. He was in front of the net for 
New York’s first goal, and completely whiffed on the puck ahead of their 
second goal. He was in front of the net again for the Islanders’ fifth goal, 
though it came after a weird deflection. It wasn’t all bad, as he played 
well in the first, but he couldn’t catch a break whatsoever. 

MIA 

Calle Järnkrok 

Järnkrok had two shots in the first, but I was more impressed with the 
strong defensive play that he made to tie up his man in front. The Leafs 
were caved in during his minutes, but I’m not sure that he was directly 
responsible for that. It was an uneventful game for him. 

Zach Aston-Reese 

Aston-Reese played incredibly low event minutes in the first two periods, 
and while he was on for a goal against, it’s tough to blame him all that 
much. He was on again for a late goal against, but again, he wasn’t 
overly responsible. The Leafs continue to generate much offensively in 
his minutes. 

Game Score 

Final grade: C- 

There were definitely some positives to take out of this game, but big 
mistakes absolutely killed them. They looked great in the first, but the 
bottom six generated little offensively, and John Tavares’ line was shut 
out in his return to New York. It felt like everything that could have gone 
wrong went wrong, and Samsonov didn’t have much of a chance on five 
of the six goals he allowed. The Islanders struggled to generate offensive 
zone time, but the Leafs still managed to rack up turnovers. 
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Brad Marchand had an all-world assist on Jake DeBrusk’s winning goal, 
and he appears to have found his groove for the Bruins 

 

By Emma Healy Globe Correspondent,Updated March 21, 2023, 11:26 
p.m. 

 

Brad Marchand’s thread-the-needle pass sailed clean past Patrice 
Bergeron posted up in the high slot, past the sticks of three Ottawa 

skaters, and hit a sprinting Jake DeBrusk directly on the sweet spot of his 
stick. 

All it took was two touches around Ottawa goaltender Mads Sogaard to 
give the Bruins the go-ahead goal late in the first period. 

Just how coach Jim Montgomery drew it up. 

With 6 points in his last three games, Marchand seems to be finding his 
stride. The 34-year-old winger told reporters March 8 he was dissatisfied 
with his results on the ice, but a little less than two weeks later, he has a 
hot hand and is showing no signs of slowing down. 

“I think [Marchand’s] found his groove here, and he’s making a lot of 
plays again,” Montgomery said after the Bruins’ 2-1 win Tuesday night at 
TD Garden. 

Marchand missed eight of the first nine games of the season recovering 
from double hip surgery, but despite lost time, he entered Tuesday’s 
matchup with 61 points (20 goals, 41 assists). His 62nd came on the silky 
assist on DeBrusk’s go-ahead goal. 

Marchand told reporters in early March he “thought [he’d] feel better” at 
that point in the season than he did following the double hip arthroscopy 
and labral repair he underwent May 27. 

Eight games and 8 points later, Marchand appears to be making 
progress, but the winger said he still has a way to go. 

“I wouldn’t say I am yet,” Marchand said, noting he felt he had not yet hit 
his stride. “But you definitely feel better about your game when you’re 
getting bounces.” 

Marchand has registered multi-point nights in two of his last three games. 

“I’m expected to produce, and I put a lot of pressure on myself to do 
that,” he said. “I think that the better conditioned I feel and … the more I 
move my feet, I think the more things open up.” 

Marchand has leaned on linemates DeBrusk and Bergeron for brushes of 
confidence, helping ease his recovery despite physical limitations. 

“As a line, especially when we’re all moving and supporting each other, 
we seem to play well,” Marchand said. “So I think kind of when one or 
two guys are feeling good, we all kind of feed off that.” 

Bergeron cleared a lane for Marchand’s pass, drawing his defender 
toward the net to leave an opening on the back door. His role in the play 
was quieter, and his movement slower than DeBrusk’s, but it set the 
stage for the highlight-reel goal — and assist. 

“[Bergeron] kills plays and puts out fires everywhere so Marchy and JD 
can go and make plays in the offensive zone,” Montgomery said. “That’s 
what he does every shift. Every shift he puts out fires.” 

Marchand’s assist drew oohs and ahhs from the crowd, as well as 
adoration from his teammates on the ice. 

“That pass — that’s world class,” said defenseman Hampus Lindholm, 
credited with the second assist on DeBrusk’s goal. “It’s hard to defend. 
They did a great job, and that’s a beautiful goal.” 

DeBrusk shared a similar sentiment. 

“It was all-world,” said the sixth-year veteran. “I was happy I finished it for 
him. There were a couple of passes that he gave me where I could have 
had a couple more.” 

DeBrusk has scored in three straight games. He missed 15 games in 
January and February with a fractured fibula, and now he’s heating up 
alongside Marchand. The key to his success? 

“Great passes,” DeBrusk said. 

“There was a little stretch there where I think it was just kind of the reality 
of me coming back from injury, being too hard myself, and also at the 
same time limiting what I do well,” he said. 
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“When your confidence is high, it just seems like you can make plays, 
and it seems like the pucks just find the back of the net,” Marchand said. 
“We kind of feel that right now.” 
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Linus Ullmark (40 saves), Bruins slam the door on Senators to extend 
win streak to four 

 

By Conor Ryan Boston.com staff,Updated March 21, 2023, 9:45 p.m. 

 

Jeremy Swayman has been on a roll between the pipes. 

The 24-year-old netminder is 11-3-1 with a .937 save percentage since 
the calendar flipped to 2023. He became the first Bruins goalie in more 
than a decade to post two straight shutouts. 

But if Linus Ullmark continues to play at the level he put forth Tuesday 
night against the Senators, his spot at the top of the depth chart should 
be safe. 

Ullmark did not budge against volley after volley of vulcanized rubber 
from a desperate Ottawa team, stopping 40 of the 41 shots that came his 
way en route to a 2-1 victory at TD Garden. 

“He was outstanding,” coach Jim Montgomery said of Ullmark, who 
improved to 19-1-1 at TD Garden this season. “And he needed to be. 
Unfortunately, we gave up a lot of good looks, a lot of odd-man rushes 
because of our puck management and he bailed us out like he has all 
year.” 

Ullmark’s 40 stops marked his second-highest total of the season, trailing 
just his 54-save masterpiece against the Flames on Feb. 28. 

As Ullmark put out multiple fires, a two-goal flurry from David Krejci and 
Jake DeBrusk in the first period gave the Bruins a lead they did not 
relinquish. 

After a two-game slide against the Red Wings and Blackhawks last 
week, Montgomery’s team has regained its form. Boston has outscored 
opponents, 17-3, in winning four straight. 

An early timeout by Montgomery helped awaken Boston’s offensive-zone 
capabilities after a sluggish start. 

With two Senators in the penalty box, Boston’s bench boss signaled for a 
timeout just 11:04 into the game. 

Coaches usually reserve their lone timeout for the final minutes of 
regulation. But with Boston’s power play mired in an 8-for-69 slump over 
its previous 22 games, Montgomery wanted to assemble his best five-
man unit for the extended five-on-three advantage. 

“I just want us to be on the same page,” Montgomery said. “I’ve felt we’ve 
had some five-on-threes, and we didn’t take a timeout. And they kill a 
little bit differently on the five-on-three. We were going to go to an 
umbrella and we hadn’t talked about it in a while. So I wanted to make 
sure that we got good looks.” 

Montgomery’s early recess paid off — as Boston erased a one-goal 
deficit with a pair of tallies in the span of 4:19. 

The Bruins cashed in less than 30 seconds into the two-man advantage, 
with Krejci pouncing on a loose puck and jamming it past Mads Sogaard 
for the equalizer. 

Some slick passing from Brad Marchand helped put Boston ahead at 
15:52. 

Gathering the puck just before crossing the blue line, the Bruins’ top left 
wing searched for faults in Ottawa’s defensive structure as DeBrusk 
charged toward Grade-A ice. With a lane open, Marchand lofted a cross-
ice saucer feed that hit DeBrusk on the tape. 

Before Sogaard could react, DeBrusk slipped the puck past the goal line 
for his 23rd tally of the season. 

The two-goal salvo put Boston ahead, but it did not make things easier 
down the other end for Ullmark. 

The Vezina Trophy frontrunner was beat early in the contest. Just 8:55 
into regulation, Dylan Gambrell tucked the puck inside the right post after 
Ullmark bit on his move behind the net. 

But after that initial fault, Ullmark didn’t waver as Ottawa continued to 
pepper Boston’s net. 

After landing 16 shots in the opening 20 minutes, the Senators increased 
the pressure. But of the 21 shots that Ottawa fired in the second, none 
found the back of the net. 

Ullmark was aided by a stingy effort from Boston’s penalty-kill unit (2 for 
2 in the opening 40 minutes), along with determined backchecking from 
DeBrusk and Jakub Lauko. 

Boston tightened things in the third, limiting the Senators to four shots on 
goal. 

Ottawa threatened again with a power-play opportunity and the goalie 
pulled with 2:05 left on the clock, but Boston’s PK shut the door on the 
six-on-four sequence to secure the win. 

“I think our penalty kill has been excellent the last three games,” 
Montgomery said. “We miss [Derek] Forbort. If he’s not our best penalty 
killer, he’s one of our best penalty killers outside of [Patrice] Bergeron. 
It’s nice to see [Dmitry] Orlov and [Hampus] Lindholm doing really well 
and relishing those roles there. 

The Bruins continue their three-game homestand Thursday at 7 p.m. 
against the Canadiens. 
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Derek Forbort’s injury will keep him out at least until Bruins start the 
playoffs 

 

By Conor Ryan Boston.com staff,Updated March 21, 2023, 2:13 p.m. 

 

The Bruins’ logjam of bodies on the blue line has been a good problem 
for Jim Montgomery to have over the past month. 

You can never have enough depth on the back end. And in a sport as 
taxing on the body as hockey, questions about a loaded lineup tend to 
sort themselves out by way of bone-crunching checks and blocked shots. 

The Bruins got their latest answer to the depth-chart carousel before 
Tuesday night’s 2-1 win over the Senators at TD Garden. 

Montgomery noted after the morning skate at Warrior Ice Arena that 
defenseman Derek Forbort is not expected to return to the ice before the 
playoffs commence in less than a month. 

But Forbort, who already has missed two games after blocking a shot off 
his leg last Thursday in Winnipeg, is not expected to need surgery. 

Forbort has appeared in 54 games this season, scoring five goals and 
posting 12 points. He is averaging 17:44 of ice time per game in his 
second season with Boston. 
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Forbort’s propensity to eat up pucks in shorthanded situations landed him 
on the shelf for the next few weeks. But those minutes are where the 31-
year-old blue liner’s value shines. 

Averaging 3:08 in shorthanded TOI per game, Forbort has been a pillar 
in a Bruins PK unit that ranks first in the league with an 85.8 percent 
success rate. 

With Forbort in the lineup, the Bruins negated 152 out of 172 opposing 
power-play opportunities (88.3 percent). With Forbort sidelined, the kill 
dipped to 78.3 percent (47 for 60). 

Montgomery still has plenty of options on defense, and Jakub Zboril 
should earn more looks moving forward after a strong showing against 
the Sabres Sunday (18:34 TOI, one assist). 

Hall, Foligno are able to skate 

The Bruins did get some good news on the injury front. 

Winger Taylor Hall took part in Tuesday’s practice while donning a red 
noncontact sweater, while forward Nick Foligno skated on his own prior 
to morning skate. 

“They’re checking boxes, they’re progressing well,” Montgomery said. 
“But there’s no timeline for us yet.” 

Taylor Hall leads the stretch. pic.twitter.com/wxy7LrOaFT 

— Conor Ryan (@ConorRyan_93) March 21, 2023 

Hall, who has missed 11 games with a lower-body injury, began skating 
at Warrior Ice Arena last week. Foligno has not played since Feb. 28 
after getting clipped against the boards during a 4-3 win over the Flames. 

If both Hall and Foligno are cleared to play by next month, it will create 
another lineup conundrum for Montgomery. 

With deadline pickups Tyler Bertuzzi and Garnet Hathaway shoring up 
Hall’s and Foligno’s vacancies in the bottom-six grouping, a lineup 
stalwart such as Trent Frederic could be the odd man out if the rest of the 
roster is healthy. 

For now, Montgomery isn’t fretting. 

“I still think they’re a ways away,” Montgomery said. “It’s not at the point 
where I’m starting to think about lines. I don’t think it’s a problem. 

“It’s a great situation. When they get back, [you see] who plays with who 
and a deep lineup is going to get even deeper. So it’s a great problem to 
have.” 

Lineup ins and outs 

After sitting out Sunday’s win over Buffalo, David Krejci and Dmitry Orlov 
slotted back into the lineup Tuesday. Krejci scored a goal. Zboril and A.J. 
Greer were healthy scratches ... Montgomery has been impressed with 
Charlie Coyle’s offensive approach (1-3–4) during this four-game win 
streak. The third-line pivot has 10 shots over that stretch. “I think he’s 
made a more concerted effort to get inside the dots with the puck,” 
Montgomery said. “He’s always been a good puck-protection player for 
us, but he takes pucks to hard areas inside the dots; it’s where you score 
goals. And he’s looking to shoot more often. He’s always had the ability 
to make plays and find his open teammates, but I find he’s creating his 
own shot a lot more now.” ... The fading Senators (3-6-1 in their last 10 
going into Tuesday) are 6 points back of Florida for the second wild-card 
spot in the East. 
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Linus Ullmark leads B’s to 2-1 win over Ottawa 

 

Steve Conroy5-7 minutes 22/03/2023 

 

In their first game back from a five-game road trip, the Bruins were 
predictably far from perfect on Tuesday at the Garden. 

Fortunately for them, Linus Ullmark was pretty close to it – and just a hair 
better than his counterpart, Ottawa Senator netminder Mads Soogard. 

Ullmark (40 saves) turned away 21 shots in the second period to 
preserve a slim 2-1 lead and they hung on for the victory, killing a late 
Charlie Coyle penalty to survive. 

In a terrific goaltending duel, the B’s had many chances to notch the 
insurance goal in the third but Soogard (33 saves) did his best to keep 
his team in the game. The B’s played a sound third period overall to 
prevent the Sens from getting the equalizer. 

With the B’s improving to 54-11-5, the big Swede’s personal record is 
now 35-5-1 with a 1.95 GAA and .937 save percentage. There’s little he 
could do in the final dozen games to lose the Vezina Trophy, and he’s 
earned it from September on. 

“He’s definitely a guy that plays off his confidence and he definitely has it 
right now,” said Brad Marchand, to whom Ullmark has credited with 
challenging him. “He just seems to be a whole new person this year. I 
think right from training camp, he seems so happy to be here and in such 
great spirits. He came in with such a great attitude. His work ethic has 
improved a lot and I think you’re seeing that in the games. He’s really 
battling hard in practice and is competitive every day. He’s just having a 
lot of fun right now. Every night he gives us an opportunity to win and 
he’s been the backbone of this team all year long.” 

While the B’s execution was off, the effort throughout the game was 
impressive for a team that didn’t need a win playing a young, talented 
Senators desperately playing to keep their fading playoff hopes alive. 
While the B’s turned over pucks far more often than they would have 
liked, they were diving all over the ice to break up chances. When they 
couldn’t, Ullmark was there to come up with the save. 

“That’s what we’re going to have to have when we look to the future,” 
said coach Jim Montgomery of the effort. “But we’ve had that all year. 
That commitment to blocking shots, playing hard for the guy next to you 
and not for yourself. It’s part of the culture here and again, I sound like a 
broken record, but those guys in that locker room play the right way and 
they get rewarded for it and that’s why we have the record we have.” 

The first period smacked of the first-game-back blues for the B’s, who 
turned the puck over early and often, gave up the first eight of nine shots 
on net and fell behind 1-0. And they still came out with a 2-1 lead after 20 
minutes. 

The Sens took the first lead at 8:55 after Pavel Zacha tried to skate 
through two Ottawa players in the neutral zone and got his pocket picked 
by Ridly Greig. Greig sent it in for Dylan Gambrell behind the net and 
Gambrell appeared to fool Ullmark, tucking it behind Ullmark’s right skate 
on a wraparound. 

Ullmark would not be fooled again, and the B’s got themselves back in 
the game when the Sens got into penalty trouble. A minute and three 
seconds after Mark Kostelic held Coyle, Tim Stutzle tripped David 
Pastrnak to give the B’s a 5-on-3. Montgomery called a timeout to give 
his top players a breather and talk things over. 

“I just wanted us to be on the same page,” said Montgomery. “I felt we 
had some 5-on-3s and we didn’t take a timeout. They kill a little bit 
differently on the 5-on-3 and instead of running an offset box-and-one, 
we were going to go to an umbrella and we hadn’t talked about it in a 
while.” 

It paid off. With the two-man advantage, David Krejci scored his 15th on 
a rebound of a tipped Patrice Bergeron shot at 11:33. 
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The lead — and ultimately the GWG — was then attained on a beautiful 
play at 15:52. Marchand carried the puck into the offensive zone on the 
right wing and pulled up over the circle as Jake DeBrusk got up a head of 
steam. He hit DeBrusk with a perfect diagonal pass at the bottom of the 
left circle and DeBrusk scored his 23rd on an equally pretty finish, tucking 
a backhander just past Sogaard, who couldn’t stretch his 6-foot-7 frame 
to cover the far post. 

“All-world,” was how DeBrusk described Marchand’s pass. 

Thanks to Ullmark in the second and Soogard in the third, that would be 
the last goal scored, but not the last of the action. In the second period, 
Ottawa turned up the heat, pelting Ullmark with shots, especially late in 
the period, but he was up for the challenge. 

He might have been at his best when the B’s took a too-many-men 
penalty late in the period. He stopped a Brady Tkachuk attempt to jam it 
through him and, when the rebound bounced into the air and to his right, 
he made an athletic recovery to stop Alex DeBrincat’s try at batting it out 
of the air. 

In the third, the B’s had a couple of power plays to extend the lead and 
many good looks on both of them, but Soogard kept the Sens in it. But, 
defensively, the B’s tightened up in front of Ullmark and controlled much 
of the play in the third. Things got problematic when Coyle was called for 
a holding penalty with 2:05 remaining. But the B’s never really let the 
Sens set up in the offensive zone, even with Soogard pulled for the extra 
skater. 

Finally, Ullmark made one final stop at the buzzer to punctuate yet 
another victory for which he was the chief architect. 
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Bruins notebook: Derek Forbort expected to miss rest of regular season 

 

Steve Conroy5-6 minutes 21/03/2023 

 

Bruins’ management knew it needed to shore up its defensive depth for 
the playoffs. It is already being tested. 

Coach Jim Montgomery said on Tuesday that penalty kill workhorse 
Derek Forbort is not expected to return before the end of the regular 
season. 

The exact nature of Forbort’s injury has not been detailed by the club, but 
the defenseman left the March 16 game in Winnipeg when he blocked a 
shot on the PK. The puck appeared to catch Forbort on the right foot or 
ankle, where there is no padding. If it’s a broken bone, the usual timeline 
for such an injury is four-to-six weeks, the front half of which would bring 
him to the start of the playoffs. The post-season is scheduled to begin on 
April 17. 

The good news is that Forbort will not require surgery, said Montgomery. 

All hockey players’ jobs are hazardous, but it is especially true for a 
player like Forbort, who makes a good part of his living on the PK, 
requiring him to eat a lot of pucks. He leads the team in blocked shots 
per 60 minutes at 5.51 and is tied with PK tandem mate Brandon Carlo 
for the team lead in kill time at 3:08. 

This is the second extended stay on the shelf for Forbort. After getting hit 
on the hand with a puck in Pittsburgh on Nov. 1, he missed most of the 
month with a broken finger which did require surgery. … 

Forward March 

Speaking of depth, the B’s appear to be getting closer to full strength in 
the forward corps. Taylor Hall, out since Feb. 25 with a lower body injury 

he suffered in Vancouver, skated with the team in the club’s morning 
skate, albeit in a red non-contact jersey. Nick Foligno, out since suffering 
a leg injury in Calgary on Feb. 28, skated on his own before the team 
skate. 

Montgomery continued to paint their potential availability in vague terms. 

“They’re checking boxes, they’re progressing well but there’s no timeline 
for us yet,” said the coach. 

Where they eventually fit will be up to Montgomery, who said he hasn’t 
started going through those machinations in his mind. While most 
coaches would salivate over the kind of depth that the B’s now have up 
front, it is a jigsaw puzzle he’ll have to piece together. 

Montgomery is more than fine with that. 

“I don’t think it’s a problem. It’s a great situation,” said Montgomery. “You 
get to see, when they get back, who plays with who. A deep lineup is 
going to get even deeper, It’s a great problem to have.” 

If everyone’s healthy – always a big if (see Forbort) – someone 
undeserving is going to come out of the lineup. It’s a good bet that they’d 
both go back in the bottom six with Foligno most likely headed to the 
fourth line left wing with Tomas Nosek and Garnet Hathaway. As well as 
the relatively inexperienced A.J. Greer and Jakub Lauko have played, 
that would appear to be a fairly easy switch. 

But the third line of Tyler Bertuzzi-Charlie Coyle-Trent Frederic has been 
very good, giving the B’s a true, heavy line that can pop in some goals. 
Montgomery could shift Bertuzzi to the right wing and drop in Hall at the 
left wing. That would leave Frederic, who could reach the 20-goal plateau 
and has changed the trajectory of his career, out of the lineup. 

Whether or not Frederic would be the odd man out, the rugged winger is 
only thinking about the positive aspect of the depth. 

“It’s not really something I’m thinking about. I’m still trying to play every 
game and see where it goes from there,” said Frederic. “I think it’s a good 
thing for the hockey team. It’s only going to make us a better. Hopefully 
we’re going all the way and you need good depth, you need good good 
players, you need everyone. It doesn’t matter if you’re in the lineup, out 
of the lineup, whatever your case is. If you’re trying to go all the way, 
everyone’s going to be a part of it.” … 

Coyle steps it up 

As good of a 200-foot game Coyle has played all season, he has 
elevated his play in the offensive end lately. He’s got 1-3-4 totals in his 
last three games going into Tuesday. The thing that stands out to 
Montgomery is where he’s going with the puck these days. 

“I think he’s made a more concerted effort to get inside the dots with the 
puck,” said Montgomery. “He’s always been a good puck protection 
player for us, but he takes pucks to hard areas, inside the dots, and that’s 
where you score goals. And he’s looking to shoot more often. He’s 
always had the ability to make plays and find his open teammates but I 
find he’s creating his own shot more now.” … 

Scratches 

Greer and Jakub Zboril were the healthy scratches against Ottawa on 
Tuesday. 
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Bruins d-man Derek Forbort expected to miss rest of regular season 

 

/ by Nick Goss2-3 minutes 
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The Boston Bruins will be without an important part of their blue line for a 
while. 

Veteran defenseman Derek Forbort is not expected to return before the 
end of the regular season, Bruins head coach Jim Montgomery told 
reporters Tuesday. Forbort doesn't need surgery, per Montgomery, which 
is good news. 

ðŸ ¥ Coach Montgomery on the status of Derek Forbort's lower-body 
injury: â œWe do not expect him back before the end of the regular 
season...no surgery." pic.twitter.com/BHruUzm1IQ 

— x - Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) March 21, 2023 

Forbort's injury came in last Thursday's win over the Winnipeg Jets. He 
blocked a shot in the second period and was later ruled out for the 
remainder of the game.  

Why idea of Bruins using goalie platoon in playoffs makes little sense 

The Bruins have an NHL-leading 53-11-5 record with 13 games left in the 
regular season. Boston's final regular season game is scheduled for April 
13 at the Montreal Canadiens. 

There's absolutely no need to rush Forbort back to the lineup. He's an 
important penalty killer and brings a valuable physical presence to the ice 
each game. They need him to be as fresh and healthy as possible for the 
playoffs (assuming he's ready to return at that time).  

Luckily for the Bruins, they have tremendous depth on the blue line. 
Forbort, before his injury, was one of seven defensemen on the team's 
NHL roster. The Bruins can either roll with the other six defensemen or 
add Jakub Zboril into the mix and continue to rotate different guys in and 
out of the lineup. 
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Bergeron and Marchand break longtime Bruins record in win vs. Wild 

 

/ by Nick Goss2-3 minutes 

 

Patrice Bergeron and Brad Marchand have their names all over the 
Boston Bruins' record books, and these two longtime teammates broke 
another team record during Saturday afternoon's 5-2 road win against the 
Minnesota Wild. 

The Bruins got on the board late in the first period when Jake DeBrusk 
evened the score at one with his 21st goal of the season. Bergeron and 
Marchand picked up assists on the goal. 

It was the 407th time both Bergeron and Marchand had factored into the 
same goal (scoring or assisting) in their careers, breaking the previous 
Bruins record of 406 set by teammates Phil Esposito and Ken Hodge. 

This duo struck again in the third period when Marchand set up 
Bergeron's 25th goal of the season to give Boston a 4-2 lead. 

The active leaders for teammates factoring into the same goal are 
Alexander Ovechkin and Nicklas Backstrom of the Washington Capitals 
at 499. The all-time leaders for this record are Wayne Gretzky and Jari 
Kurri at 764. 

Bergeron and Marchand have played on the same line for more than a 
decade. They have also played a ton together on the power play and 
penalty kill. They have an incredible level of chemistry.  

Both of them are Bruins legends and future Hall of Famers. Each of 
these guys are still playing at an elite level, too. Marchand has 10 
consecutive seasons of 20-plus goals. Bergeron has eclipsed the 20-goal 
mark in 13 straight years.  

There are a lot of superstar duos in the NHL, but few of them are more 
productive at both ends of the ice than Bergeron and Marchand. 
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Talking Points: Ullmark (40 Saves), Bruins Beat Senators 2-1 

 

Jimmy Murphy3-4 minutes 22/03/2023 

 

BOSTON – Here are the Talking Points from a hard-earned 2-1 win for 
the Boston Bruins over the Ottawa Senators to extend their win streak to 
four games. 

GOLD STAR: I’ll be the first to admit this puck scribe has not had him as 
our Gold Star not nearly enough, but maybe that’s because I, like so 
many Bruins fans and the team itself, have become so accustomed to 
the brilliance that has been Linus Ullmark this season. The runaway 
front-runner for the Vezina Trophy delivered another gem between the 
pipes with a 40-save performance. After allowing a Dylan Gambrell 8:55 
into the game, Ullmark was lights out. He stopped 36 of 37 shots from 
the Ottawa Senators in the first two periods as the Sens poured it on, 
fighting for their playoff lives. Then after facing just two shots in the third 
period, Ullmark stopped Senators forward Drake Batherson point-blank 
at the buzzer to preserve the 2-1 win. One week after his worst game of 
the season, it appears Ullmark is back in his zone and poised for a long 
playoff run. 

BLACK EYE: Not much to complain about when it comes to the Boston 
Bruins on the ice in this one, so we’ll give the Black Eye to the news they 
delivered earlier in the day. Following the team’s game-day skate on 
Tuesday, head coach Jim Montgomery delivered the news that shot-
blocking machine Derek Forbot – who is beloved by his teammates – will 
be out for the remainder of the season with a lower-body injury. 
Thankfully, the Bruins now have the luxury of being able to compensate 
for a long-term injury after acquiring Dmitry Orlov a week before the NHL 
Trade Deadline. However, Forbort’s shutdown presence will still be 
missed until he returns. 

TURNING POINT: Trailing 1-0 just over halfway through the first period, 
Montgomery called a timeout to get what to that point seemed like a 
sleepy Bruins team. That seemed to wake the Boston Bruins up in a 
hurry. David Krejci potted his 15th of the season on the powerplay at 
11:53, and then 4:21 later, Jake DeBrusk scored his third goal in as 
many games at 15:52 of the opening frame. That was all Ullmark needed 
as he shut the door from there. 

DraftKings 

HONORABLE MENTION: The chances are slim and rare that a team has 
two players finish in the top 5 for the Norris Trophy voting, but this puck 
scribe would definitely have Charlie McAvoy in the Top 3, and Lindholm 
probably at fourth in the voting. Lindholm had another tremendous two-
way game and finished with two assists and one blocked shot. He now 
has ten goals and 38 assists and continues to be one of Don Sweeney’s 
best trade acquisitions as the Boston Bruins general manager. 

BY THE NUMBERS: 31-1-1 – The Boston Bruins’ record when leading 
after the first period. 

QUOTE TO NOTE: “He was outstanding. He needed to be.” – 
Montgomery on another Vezina-worthy performance from Ullmark. 
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Boston Bruins' Ullmark Can't Resist Taking Dig At Buffalo 
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Joe Haggerty3-3 minutes 22/03/2023 

 

It’s a long-running joke that many Buffalo Sabres players act like they’ve 
been freed from hockey prison when they get traded away from the 
perpetually struggling organization or escape via free agency from the 
snowy upstate New York locale, and Boston Bruins players relocated 
from Buffalo are really no different. 

Taylor Hall played like a man possessed when he was first traded from 
the Sabres over to the Black and Gold a couple of years ago, and even 
Bruins goaltender Linus Ullmark couldn’t resist taking a shot at his former 
Buffalo Sabres home along with snowy, cold outposts like Winnipeg and 
Minnesota as well. The Boston Bruins just finished a five-game road trip 
last week that took them through Detroit, Chicago, Winnipeg, Minnesota 
and Buffalo, and Ullmark didn’t sound like he did any sightseeing tours at 
one of those wintry destinations after stopping 40 shots in a 2-1 win over 
the Ottawa Senators at TD Garden on Tuesday night. 

“It’s the same thing. We had a long road trip and we didn’t go through the 
best places on Earth,” said a smirking Ullmark to NESN during some 
postgame comments. “So we didn’t really play the way we wanted in 
those first two games and we were in a little bit of a slump, I would say. 
But it was the same thing there. We got together and rallied the troops 
and had a couple of good laughs and we had three good wins before we 
got back here to play in front of the fans.” 

DraftKings 

Linus Ullmark on @NESN postgame kind of ripping on Minnesota, 
Winnipeg and Buffalo on their recently concluded 5-game after stopping 
40 shots in the B’s 2-1 home win over Ottawa. 
pic.twitter.com/WcsmhLDVfa 

— Joe Haggerty (@HackswithHaggs) March 22, 2023 

Certainly, one would think Ullmark would be fine with the snowy, cold 
destinations given that he grew up in Sweden, but it also sounds like he 
no longer circles Buffalo on the calendar as a beloved homecoming for a 
player where he was drafted, developed and played for the first six 
seasons of his NHL career. Instead, he’s found a home in Boston where 
he’s the Vezina Trophy favorite in his second season with the Black and 
Gold while leading the NHL in wins, goals against average and save 
percentage, and also leading the league in talking a healthy amount of 
smack on his least favorite of the 32 stops on the NHL circuit. 
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Game 70: Boston Bruins Vs. Ottawa Senators Lines, Preview 

 

Joe Haggerty3-4 minutes 21/03/2023 

 

Here’s your Boston Hockey Now Boston Bruins Game Day Preview: 

Boston Bruins (53-11-5, 111 pts) vs Ottawa Senators (34-31-5, 73 pts) 

TIME: 7 p.m. ET 

TV: NESN, Sportsnet 

Radio: 98.5 The Sports Hub 

Boston Bruins Notes 

-The Boston Bruins announced that Derek Forbort (lower body injury) will 
be out for the rest of the regular season after blocking a shot last week in 
the win over the Winnipeg Jets. Jakub Zboril will be the healthy scratch 

for the D-men while AJ Greer will be the odd forward odd on Tuesday 
night against the Senators. 

-During the last road trip, Patrice Bergeron and Brad Marchand became 
the all-time scoringest duo in Boston Bruins history as they combined for 
a goal for the 407th time in franchise history, which broke the all-time 
record of 406 combined goals for Phil Esposito and Ken Hodge. It will be 
surprising if anybody ever catches up to Bergeron and Marchand once 
they are done combining for goals this season while rolling on Boston’s 
top line. 

These two are best friend goals, always. pic.twitter.com/LYHbIrLf3G 

— x – Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) March 18, 2023 

-After Jeremy Swayman collected another shutout in last weekend’s 7-0 
drubbing of the Buffalo Sabres, it’s expected that Linus Ullmark will get 
the start in net while leading the NHL in wins (34), goals against average 
(1.97) and save percentage (.935). 

Ottawa Senators Notes 

-The Senators have taken two out of three games from the Boston Bruins 
thus far this season and have been one of the few NHL teams to 
consistently give them a tough time. That makes the Sens a really 
interesting potential first round playoff foe if they can find a way to sneak 
into the postseason as a wild card entry. The Sens currently sit six points 
behind the Florida Panthers for the final playoff spot in the East. 

-Drake Batherson scored the game-winner for the Ottawa Senators with 
just 2:09 left in regulation for his 21st goal of the season to give the 
Senators a big win over the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

-It will be interesting to see if goalie Dylan Ferguson gets another look for 
the Sens on Tuesday night after making 48 saves in his first NHL start, a 
win on Monday night against the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

Boston Bruins Lineup: 

Forwards 

Brad Marchand-Patrice Bergeron-Jake DeBrusk 

Pavel Zacha-David Krejci-David Pastrnak 

Tyler Bertuzzi-Charlie Coyle-Trent Frederic 

Jakub Lauko-Tomas Nosek-Garnet Hathaway 

Defense: 

DraftKings 

Matt Grzelcyk-Charlie McAvoy 

Hampus Lindholm-Brandon Carlo 

Dmitry Orlov-Connor Clifton 

Goalies: 

Linus Ullmark 

Jeremy Swayman 

Ottawa Senators Lineup: 

Forwards 

Brady Tkachuk-Tim Stutzle-Drake Batherson 

Alex DeBrincat-Ridley Grieg-Claude Giroux 

Derrick Brassard-Shane Pinto-Julien Gauthier 

Patrick Brown-Dylan Gambrell-Austin Watson 

Defense 

Thomas Chabot-Erik Brannstrom 
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Jakob Chychrun-Travis Hamonic 

Jake Sanderson-Artem Zub 

Goalies 

Dylan Ferguson 

Mads Sogaard 
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Boston Bruins' Forbort Out For Rest Of Regular Season 

 

Joe Haggerty2-3 minutes 21/03/2023 

 

The Boston Bruins will have another injury to deal with over the final 
month of the regular season as shutdown defenseman Derek Forbort has 
been ruled out from returning prior to the playoffs with a lower body 
injury. 

The good news is that he’s not expected to need surgery after suffering 
the injury blocking a shot with his leg in their shutout win over Winnipeg 
last Thursday night. Forbort missed the final two games of the five game 
road swing through the NHL’s various winter outposts in the central US 
and Canada, and wasn’t on the ice for Tuesday morning’s skate at 
Warrior ice Arena. 

poor bastard pic.twitter.com/fzyWNwMWwu 

— Spoked Z (@SpokedZ) March 17, 2023 

“We do not expect [Derek Forbort] before the end of the regular season,” 
said Boston Bruins head coach Jim Montgomery. “No surgery.” 

Forbort, of course, missed a month earlier in the season with a broken 
thumb also courtesy of a blocked shot that sent Boston’s penalty kill into 
a pretty hard tailspin without him. That didn’t happen in the two most 
recent games where he was out of the lineup due to injury, but that is 
most definitely something to watch moving forward. 

DraftKings 

The Forbort injury is the exact kind of reason behind the B’s fortifying 
their defensive depth with the deal for Dmitry Orlov ahead of the NHL 
trade deadline as attrition eats away at their back end depth. 

The 31-year-old Forbort has five goals and 12 points in 54 games this 
season along with a plus-12 rating as a steady bottom pairing 
defenseman and has been Boston’s best penalty killer and shot blocker 
all year. 

Montgomery said that Jakub Zboril and AJ Greer would be the healthy 
scratches and out of the lineup on Tuesday night against the Ottawa 
Senators. The good news on the health front is that Nick Foligno and 
Taylor Hall both skated on the Warrior ice prior to Boston’s practice on 
Tuesday morning and continue to begin checking boxes in their return 
trajectory from lower body injuries that have sidelined them for the 
remainder of the regular season. 
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Could the Bruins’ Taylor Hall and Nick Foligno return for Game 1 of the 
playoffs? 

 

Fluto Shinzawa6-7 minutes 22/03/2023 

 

BOSTON — Taylor Hall is progressing. The left wing, out for the last 12 
games because of a lower-body injury, had the green light to participate 
in Tuesday’s morning skate at Warrior Ice Arena, albeit wearing a 
crimson non-contact jersey. 

Nick Foligno is moving in the right direction, too. Foligno skated on his 
own prior to the morning skate. The left wing has been absent for the last 
10 games because of an injured right knee. That Hall and Foligno are 
back on the ice is a positive turn given how cloudy their outlooks once 
appeared. 

“I still think they’re a ways away,” coach Jim Montgomery said. “It’s not at 
the point where I’m starting to think about lines and stuff.” 

We can do that for him. 

More than three weeks remain before the Bruins conclude the regular 
season April 13 in Montreal. Things could always change based on the 
trajectory of Hall’s recovery. Assuming no derailments, though, this 
should give Hall enough time to strip off the non-contact uniform, join his 
teammates for practice and see game action before the start of the 
playoffs. 

Foligno is behind Hall, who resumed skating on his own last week. It 
could be that the rugged left wing works himself back into the rotation 
after Hall and before the postseason begins. 

If so, how could the Bruins line up for Game 1? 

Four straight wins for the @NHLBruins and 54 on the season for Jim 
Montgomery and Co.#NHLStats: https://t.co/qtTWBjJajs 
pic.twitter.com/UzueYGDgUI 

— NHL Public Relations (@PR_NHL) March 22, 2023 

In the initial exercise, Hall and Foligno were not included. This time, let’s 
assume they’re back. 

Meanwhile, on defense, we’ll take Derek Forbort out. The defensive 
defenseman was injured Thursday against the Jets after taking a Neal 
Pionk shot off the right leg. Montgomery said Tuesday that he does not 
expect Forbort back before the playoffs. He added that Forbort will not 
need surgery. 

So Matt Grzelcyk, the odd man out in the first iteration, goes back in. 

Forwards 

Brad Marchand–Patrice Bergeron–Jake DeBrusk 

Pavel Zacha–David Krejci–David Pastrnak 

Taylor Hall-Charlie Coyle–Tyler Bertuzzi 

Nick Foligno-Tomas Nosek–Garnet Hathaway 

Defensemen 

Matt Grzelcyk-Charlie McAvoy 

Hampus Lindholm-Brandon Carlo 

Dmitry Orlov-Connor Clifton 

Goalie 

Linus Ullmark 

Analysis: 

First line 

No changes here. Marchand and DeBrusk connected on a silky first-
period goal in Tuesday’s 2-1 win over the Senators. 

“I love the fact that JD drove the weakside post,” Montgomery said. 
“What a great pass. Those are really quick hands to make that move in 
tight like that.” 
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This line will be a two-way monster in the playoffs. 

Second line 

Status quo here, too. Zacha did not look his best against the Senators. 
But he is a good three-zone presence to offset the offensive plays Krejci 
and Pastrnak like to make — and force at times. 

Third line 

Here’s where things get interesting. You can bet Montgomery will give 
Hall-Coyle-Bertuzzi a good look pending the left wing’s health prior to the 
playoffs. Hall and Coyle have chemistry. Bertuzzi can play his off side. 
Bertuzzi’s playmaking could put Hall and Coyle in good spots to score. 

The problem this causes is taking Trent Frederic off the line and out of 
the lineup entirely. Frederic has been a good fit on Coyle’s right side. He 
deserves to play. This could be Montgomery’s toughest call. 

Fourth line 

The Foligno-Nosek-Hathaway line is the best formation in terms of 
playoff snarl on the flanks and defensive responsibility in the middle. 
Nobody wants to play against Foligno and Hathaway in the postseason. 

That said, it remains to be seen how rowdy Foligno will be given his 
missed time. This is where Frederic could play left wing. Or Bertuzzi 
could move down to No. 4 left wing, allowing Frederic to stay on the third 
line at right wing. 

First pairing 

Grzelcyk was out of the mix initially because of his previous playoff 
struggles. He may not kill penalties in the postseason. But Grzelcyk 
should make up for that with his two-way five-on-five play, especially 
when playing with McAvoy. They know exactly where each other will be 
everywhere on the ice. 

Second pairing 

One of the biggest luxuries the Bruins have is running Lindholm on the 
No. 2 tandem after McAvoy takes his shift. The left-shot strongman was 
outstanding against the Senators with two first-period assists. He had his 
first helper as the point man on the power play. Lindholm recorded his 
second assist by making a stop in center ice and transitioning the puck 
into Ottawa’s end. Lindholm and Carlo can play tidily in the defensive 
zone, too. 

“He just always believes he’s going to make the next really good play,” 
Montgomery said of Lindholm. “Even if he doesn’t, he believes the next 
time he touches the puck, he’s going to make a great thing happen. 
We’re lucky that we have him and McAvoy back there. Both of them 
make things happen with their feet, hands and their physical prowess.” 

Third pairing 

The Forbort-Clifton connection played well in last year’s first round 
against the Hurricanes. Clifton will need more reps to acclimate to Orlov. 
The ex-Capital is up the ice more often than Forbort, who was regularly 
the last player to exit the defensive zone. 

Forbort will be especially missed on the kill. Orlov and Lindholm will 
occupy more man-down time. 

“If he’s not our best penalty killer, he’s one of our best penalty killers 
outside of Bergeron,” Montgomery said. “It’s nice to see Orlov and 
Lindholm doing really well and relishing those roles there.” 

Goalie 

The rotation has worked well for the Bruins all year. But Montgomery is 
committed to giving Ullmark the first crack behind the postseason wheel. 
Ullmark stuffed the Senators on 40 of their 41 shots. 

Healthy scratches 

Jakub Lauko and A.J. Greer, currently locked in a fight for left-wing shifts 
on the fourth line, would join Frederic in the press box. Jakub Zboril 
would be the extra player on defense. 
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Bruins’ Stanley Cup pursuit checks all the boxes — even historic ones 

 

Shayna Goldman, Fluto Shinzawa8-11 minutes 21/03/2023 

 

In mid-February, The Athletic used a “Stanley Cup checklist” to compare 
this season’s top teams. Unsurprisingly, the Bruins aced the assessment. 

Currently holding the league’s highest points percentage since the 1970s 
and fifth-highest ever, the Bruins are racing against historic standards. 
This does not guarantee postseason success, of course, but it should 
never have been doubted that their ability to “check every box” is 
unmatched by the 2022-23 competition. 

That brings us to an interesting question: How does the Bruins’ roster 
compare against past champions? 

What does the checklist have to say about that? 

Before we dive deep into that question, a bit more to help understand the 
checklist. 

A few years ago, The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn took data from a 
decade’s worth of Stanley Cup champions and used it to find average 
values at each position. From there, he created a checklist of the 10 
essential roster spots — the majority of which any team with realistic 
hopes of winning the Cup should have filled. Since then, we’ve used this 
checklist to do everything from finding holes in playoff teams’ rosters to 
assessing offseason priorities to, most recently, looking at the most 
crucial “missing ingredients” from non-playoff teams. 

Here are the 10 categories Dom identified: 

An elite first-line center 

An elite first-line winger 

Two more top-line-caliber wingers in the top six 

One more top-line-caliber center for the second line 

Two more top-six-caliber forwards in the middle six 

An elite No. 1 defenseman to play in the top pair 

One more No. 1-caliber defenseman to play behind him 

A top-pairing-caliber defenseman for the second pair 

Another top-pairing-caliber defenseman for a soft-minutes third pair 

A top-10-caliber starting goaltender 

Those categories can be quantified by players’ Game Score Value 
Added (GSVA), with ranges for actual value and projected value (the 
latter based on data from the trailing three seasons, weighted for recency 
and adjusted for age) to create the standards for the checklist. 

The ranges below are for every champion from 2010 to 2022, with red 
numbers being the bottom of the range, black the average and blue the 
top end. 

Now, let’s take a look at how the 2022-23 Bruins stack up against that 
checklist. 

Below, a red X means the Bruins missed the range (don’t strain your 
eyes looking for one), a gray checkmark means they’re within the range 
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but below average, black means average to above average, and gold 
means they exceed even the average-champion range. 

First, you may notice that Taylor Hall and Matt Grzelcyk are missing 
here. That is not an error.  

Hall’s status is unknown because of a lower-body injury that has landed 
him on long-term injured reserve. The left wing, injured against the 
Canucks on Feb. 25, has resumed skating on his own. On March 17 at 
Warrior Ice Arena, under the watch of skills consultant Tom Ford, he 
skated briskly for approximately 40 minutes, performing stops and starts, 
crossovers and straight-line sprints while handling and shooting the puck. 
Hall is eligible to come off LTIR on March 23 against the Canadiens but 
cannot be counted on so is left off here. 

As for Grzelcyk, the left-shot defenseman could be the odd man out in 
Game 1 if the Bruins roll Hampus Lindholm, Dmitry Orlov and Derek 
Forbort on the left side. Forbort, however, was injured while blocking a 
shot in the Bruins’ 3-0 win over the Jets on March 16. It remains to be 
seen how long the defensive defenseman will be out of uniform. 

That the Bruins roll out so much gold and black — their team colors, 
fittingly — even without the 2018 league MVP and an excellent three-
zone defenseman underscores the depth they have throughout the 
lineup. Tyler Bertuzzi and Dmitry Orlov, Hall’s and Grzelcyk’s current 
replacements on the checklist, project to be well worth the price the 
Bruins paid in futures prior to the trade deadline. 

As an example of how the standards here work, top-line center Patrice 
Bergeron comes in a hair below the average GSVA for a No. 1 
championship center, so he’s a gray checkmark instead of black. 
Bertuzzi’s actual GSVA during a down, injury-plagued season is in the 
lower end of the acceptable range for his slot, so he’s a gray check in 
that column — but his projected range based on historic data shows he’s 
a closer fit than that. And Linus Ullmark’s breakout season has erased 
any doubt he can be a Vezina-level goalie, but his projected GSVA is still 
impacted by less-impressive prior seasons. 

And then consider the interchangeable 4.7 and 5.1 GSVAs for 
defensemen Charlie McAvoy and Lindholm as an example of how what 
you see here is reflected on the ice. 

McAvoy was coming off an elite stretch recently against the Rangers and 
Red Wings, dominating physically, throwing bunches of shot attempts on 
net and flipping transition saucers that produced a fourth-line winner. 
Then when McAvoy was less noticeable in a 6-3 loss to the Blackhawks, 
Lindholm emerged with a brilliant two-point performance in 24:27 of play 
that earned him a top-unit promotion on the power play. 

“He was on his toes,” coach Jim Montgomery said of Lindholm. “He was 
anticipating really well as far as when we were transitioning to offense. I 
thought he broke pucks out really well.” 

Any team would be lucky to have one defenseman of their stature. That 
the Bruins have two is practically unfair. 

The trend continues throughout the checklist: a second credible center in 
David Krejci, two go-to wingers in David Pastrnak and Brad Marchand, 
and additional depth in Pavel Zacha and Brandon Carlo.  

Montgomery plans to ride Ullmark in the playoffs. But if anything happens 
to him, Jeremy Swayman — coming off two straight shutouts, over the 
Jets and Sabres — is ready to take over the net, just like he did against 
the Hurricanes in Round 1 last year. 

So, getting back to the question at hand: Did past champions have 
similar strengths to boast? Just how do the 2022-23 Bruins compare? 

It appears they hold up quite well. 

Here’s a look at the 2022-23 Bruins alongside every champion since 
2010: 

Note that in this graphic, we’ve replaced the checkmarks with the GSVAs 
for each position from each team. And these are actual, not projected, 

GSVAs, except for Nikita Kucherov’s from the Lightning in 2021, when he 
missed the entire regular season. (And if you want to know more about 
how the roster makeup of these teams, see the bottom of this article.) 

To start, the 2022-23 Bruins look quite comparable to the 2021-22 
Avalanche, who swept the Predators in Round 1 and the Oilers in the 
Western Conference final before toppling the two-time-defending-
champion Lightning in six games. In terms of composition, the Bruins are 
more robust on defense. The Avalanche rode their up-front firepower and 
the singular skill of Cale Makar, whose 5.8 GSVA ranks as the highest 
skater on this chart — matched only by two Bruins goalies, Ullmark this 
season and Tim Thomas in 2011. Notably, Makar and Thomas were the 
Conn Smythe winners as MVPs of the playoffs in 2022 and 2011, 
respectively. 

The 2022-23 Bruins are deeper than the 2018-19 Blues and the 2012-13 
Blackhawks, the teams that kept Boston from adding to its Cup total. 
They are the only team without a critical hole (red area) other than the 
2019 Blues, who were weaker than these Bruins in the vast majority of 
categories. 

Defensively, you’ll notice that McAvoy ranks high as a “top” defenseman 
and Lindholm is higher than any “second top” defenseman, with only the 
Avalanche’s Devon Toews last season near him. The other Bruins 
defensemen on the checklist are similarly at the top of their ranges. 

Bergeron and Krecji, meanwhile both rank right in the middle of the pack 
compared to the other champion top and second-line centers. 
Remember, though, that the field there includes Pittsburgh’s Sidney 
Crosby, Chicago’s Jonathan Toews and Los Angeles’ Anze Kopitar in 
their primes. 

Perhaps the only real concern the Bruins have is health. The late-
February injuries to Hall and Nick Foligno prompted the Bertuzzi trade. 
Forbort is an important penalty-killer. At their ages, Bergeron and Krejci 
are more at risk of wear and tear than their younger counterparts. 

The Bruins, however, are so far clear of their regular-season competitors 
that they’ll be able to rest Bergeron, Krejci and anybody else who would 
be better off with a breather before the playoffs. 

If and when injuries happen, the Bruins believe they are built for battle. 
Pavel Zacha and Trent Frederic, currently on the wing, can play center. 
Jakub Zboril, No. 8 on the blue-line depth chart, is anxious for an 
opportunity. Jakub Lauko is pushing A.J. Greer for fourth-line ice time. 

The Bruins cannot wait for the playoffs to begin. 

Previous champions’ roster construction 
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Alex Ovechkin passes Wayne Gretzky for most 40-goal NHL seasons 

 

The Athletic Staff, Tarik El-Bashir 

3-4 minutes 22/03/2023 

 

Washington Capitals winger Alex Ovechkin passed Wayne Gretzky for 
the most 40-goal seasons in an NHL career. Here’s what you need to 
know: 

Ovechkin scored the goal 5:12 into the first period against the Columbus 
Blue Jackets. It came on a wrist shot off a pass from Tom Wilson. 

The Russian now has 13 40-goal seasons, the most in NHL history. 
Gretzky is second with 12, followed by Marcel Dionne and Mario Lemieux 
with 10 each. 
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The Athletic’s instant analysis: 

Ovechkin excelling despite challenges this season 

It’s been a difficult year for Ovechkin. His father, Mikhail, passed away in 
February. He’s missed a total of six games — four while attending the 
funeral in Moscow and a couple more due to a nagging injury. And, of 
course, the team he leads is almost certain to miss the playoffs for the 
first time since 2014. 

Despite the hurdles, he’s managed to keep doing what he does best, and 
do it at a high level. Ovechkin joins Connor McDavid, David Pastrnak, 
Mikko Rantanen, Leon Draisaitl, Brayden Point, Tage Thompson and 
Jason Robertson as the only players to hit the 40-goal plateau this 
season. — El-Bashir 

Ovechkin honored with video tributes 

Ovechkin set this latest record on his own special night in D.C. The Caps’ 
captain was feted by the league and team during a pregame ceremony 
for passing Gordie Howe for second place on the all-time goals list back 
in December. All night, the Caps played video tributes to Ovechkin, 
including a highlight reel narrated by Nicklas Backstrom as well as 
congratulatory messages from Sidney Crosby, Connor McDavid Patrick 
Kane, Auston Matthews and Patrice Bergeron. 

“Washington now is a lot different than Washington when Ovi started 
here,” NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly told reporters. “Just looking 
out into the stands and the fan enthusiasm and all the seats being filled is 
due in large part to him.” — El-Bashir 

Backstory 

Ovechkin passed Howe earlier this season for No. 2 on the NHL career 
goals list. Gretzky remains atop the list with 894. Ovechkin becomes the 
fourth player in NHL history to score 40 or more goals at age 37 or older 
(Howe, Johnny Bucyk, Brendan Shanahan). 
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Fanatics to become NHL’s uniform partner in 2024: Why the league went 
with the retail giant 

 

The Athletic Staff, Sean Gentille 

3-3 minutes 21/03/2023 

 

Fanatics will replace Adidas as the NHL’s outfitter of on-ice uniforms and 
supplier of retail jerseys starting in the 2024-25 season, the league 
announced Tuesday. Here’s what you need to know: 

Fanatics and the NHL have a 10-year agreement. Financial terms were 
not disclosed. 

The deal marks the first time the Fanatics logo will appear on game 
uniforms in professional sports. 

Backstory 

Adidas has been the NHL’s official on-ice uniform outfitter since 2017-18. 
However, Fanatics and the NHL have partnered together for several 
years on fan apparel, headwear, replica jerseys, licensed memorabilia 
and more in stores and online. Despite that, the Fanatics news has 
sparked outrage from fans who have long complained about the poor 
quality of the company’s apparel. 

Each NHL game jersey is made in a factory in Saint-Hyacinthe, Quebec, 
near Montreal. The NHL said Fanatics will continue to use the same 
factory “and even some of the same fabrics, at least at first.” 

The Athletic’s instant analysis: 

Why did the NHL choose Fanatics? 

The league was always going to be stuck in a tough spot when the 
current on-ice apparel deal expired. Adidas decided to get out of hockey. 
Nike has other priorities that’d move the needle a lot more than NHL 
jerseys. Hockey legacy brands like Bauer and CCM probably were going 
to struggle to meet the asking price. Other brands — Under Armour and 
New Balance — don’t have much of a presence in the sport. Plus, with 
the NHL, inertia tends to win out, and they had a pre-existing relationship 
with Fanatics. Combine that with the company’s growth and greater 
ambitions, and here we are. — Gentille 

Why are fans so upset about the deal? 

The issue here is that fans have had their own Fanatics experiences, and 
too many of them have been bad. Complaints about the quality of items 
are vast and many, and that’s a major issue when you’re talking about a 
big-ticket item like a hockey jersey. Tuesday’s news, even though those 
quality issues are unlikely to pop up for players, is a huge, long-term 
reminder of a bad retail experience for a huge chunk of the league’s core 
fan base. — Gentille 
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Why fans are furious about the NHL’s uniform deal with Fanatics — and 
why they should be 

 

Sean Gentille 

6-7 minutes 21/03/2023 

 

Way back in September 2020, I bought a T-shirt online. 

It was black and long-sleeved. It cost $23.73, including tax. It had a 
University of Maryland basketball wordmark across the chest. And it 
sucked. It sucked in every way a T-shirt can suck. 

Bizarre fit. Uncomfortable fabric. The overall look of something that’d 
shrink after Wash 1, fade after Wash 2 and start to dissolve after Wash 3. 
I tossed it on my closet floor. Goodbye, Bad Shirt. 

That particular garment — designed, manufactured and sold by e-
commerce quasi-monopoly Fanatics — came to mind on Tuesday 
morning, when the NHL announced its new “official on-ice uniform 
outfitter” starting with the 2024-25 season and ending 10 whole years 
later. It is, of course, Fanatics, the brains behind That Shirt I Didn’t Like. 

They’re behind a lot of shirts that a lot of people didn’t like, in fact. Lots of 
replica NHL jerseys, too. Therein lies the problem with the choice, the 
announcement and the general reaction from the folks who care enough 
about NHL apparel to spend their money on it; the league has partnered 
— in the most meaningful, long-term, high-stakes way possible — with 
an apparel brand that nobody actually seems to like. 

Fanatics, in recent years, has become an inescapable element of the fan 
experience. Founder Michael Rubin was The Athletic’s sports business 
person of the year for 2022, thanks in part to a move into the trading card 
space and two fundraising rounds totaling more than $2 billion. 

It’s now a company with a $31 billion valuation, an $8 billion revenue 
projection for 2023 and, certainly, aspirations that extend beyond NHL 
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on-ice apparel deals. They’re launching a sports betting site soon, you’ll 
be shocked to hear. The phrase “Amazon of sports” has been tossed 
around — the idea of going from one core product, like books, into 
market-swallowing omnipresence — and that comparison is instructive 
for a few reasons. Everyone loves Amazon, right? Right? 

All of that, Tuesday’s announcement included, branches from a business 
model of making clothes that a) tend to be the only option a buyer has 
and b) stink. The reasons for this are boring and predictable. What 
started in 1995 as a brick-and-mortar store in Jacksonville, Fla., grew into 
a behemoth with licensing deals for every major sport and more than 900 
entities overall. 

The appeal of the business model — to leagues, at least — is clear. 
Fanatics makes stuff fast. They make stuff efficiently. They’re great at 
making it easy for people to buy their stuff, as you can attest if you’ve 
googled “Maryland basketball shirt” or browsed the official online shops 
for, say, any of the big four North American sports leagues. 

They just don’t always make good stuff. If you find yourself saying some 
version of “caveat emptor,” or comparing the choice to buy from Fanatics 
with the choice to buy from other fast-fashion spots like Uniqlo or H&M or 
whatever, remember one important thing: It’s a hell of a lot simpler, and 
no less convenient, to buy a pair of jeans from someplace else. A Nathan 
MacKinnon jersey? Less so. Much less so. And the quality of the latter, in 
way, way too many cases, is lacking. 

Look at the replies to the tweet from the NHL’s official account, 
impressive as the sizzle reel may be. 

Look at the replies to the tweet from ESPN’s Greg Wyshynski, who had 
the initial details on what the deal means and how it’ll work. 

Fanatics will replace Adidas as the NHL's outfitter of on-ice uniforms and 
authentic jerseys, beginning with the 2024-25 season on a 10-year deal. 

Many people do not like this company. Many people do not like their 
products. And many people specifically do not like the products they’ve 
designed for NHL fans, chief among them the “Breakaway” jersey, with a 
“foldable” crest and a lower, $130 price point. You shouldn’t have to drop 
$300 to get a garment that fits true to size or stays in one piece for a few 
seasons. 

We’re talking about the stuff players wear, though; odds are, it’ll be fine 
for them. Fanatics has been outfitting teams with their locker-room gear 
for years. I haven’t heard of a player revolt over, like, uncomfortable cap 
straps, though it might be worth looking into. Plus, the league release 
and ESPN story are both dotted with quotes from the relevant parties 
designed to head off at the pass questions like “Hey, doesn’t all your stuff 
fall apart in the wash?” Also, Fanatics is using the same Quebec-based 
factory as Adidas, which seems wise. Odds are, we won’t know the real 
on-ice repercussions until 2026-27, when the first batch of “significant 
changes” could make their way onto players’ backs. 

The off-ice repercussions, though, started on Tuesday, and they’ll last 
until 2035. That’s enough time for the “Fanatics Experience” to improve 
— and it’s more than enough time for it to get worse. Ten years’ worth of 
every televised shot of an NHL player reminding fans of the worst gear 
they ever bought, as a middle ground, seems like a gamble. And the 
stakes are a little higher than the $23.73 I dropped on my Bad Shirt. 

Not long after I bought it, I moved — and I threw it away. 
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If RSNs like Bally Sports go dark, what happens to the non-major sports 
they broadcast? 

 

Bill Shea 

15-19 minutes 21/03/2023 

 

On Saturday morning at Michigan State’s Breslin Center, Maple City 
Glen Lake won its first girls state high school basketball championship 
since 1978. 

The game, a 60-43 win over Baraga Junior/Senior High School, aired 
statewide live on Bally Sports Detroit, the regional sports network (RSN) 
that broadcasts the Michigan High School Athletic Association’s 
championships in football and boys and girls basketball. 

How much longer that broadcast arrangement lasts remains uncertain — 
a reality faced by teams and sports from the professional major leagues 
to the minors, colleges, high school, amateur, and recreational sports 
that rely on such channels nationwide. 

Bally Sports Detroit is part of the family of RSNs owned by TV station 
giant Sinclair Broadcast Group Inc. under its Diamond Sports Group 
subsidiary that, as long expected, on March 14 began its insolvency 
protection claims in federal bankruptcy court because of billions of dollars 
in debt. 

In Michigan, the Bally Sports channel is best known for airing live Detroit 
Tigers, Red Wings, and Pistons games — as its 18 Bally-branded sister 
channels do across the country for not only 47 major-league men’s and 
women’s teams, but countless minor league, college and high school 
sports. 

With the ongoing cord-cutting trend siphoning tens of millions of U.S. 
households and billions of dollars out of the cable/satellite bundle that’s 
propped up much of sports and TV overall for decades, there’s an open 
question of what will replace that revenue and all those eyeballs. 

Much has been written about the future of fans’ ability to watch their 
preferred MLB, NBA and NHL teams — leagues that have all said they 
have contingency plans to ensure broadcasts continue, as has Diamond 
— but there’s been less attention on the lower-tier sports and leagues 
that also rely on the RSN ecosystem to get some of their games and 
matches in front of people. 

And it’s not just the games, in many cases. Coaches shows and pre- and 
postgame coverage also are part of some RSN deals for colleges and 
non-major league teams. 

Industry observers say the fate of the regional sports networks could 
have a variety of effects on smaller sports properties, both bad and good, 
but much is still unknown both with the bankruptcy case and the 
evolution of consumer habits with streaming versus linear TV, and the 
costs for fans. 

In addition to the MLB, NBA and NHL, there are five WNBA teams that 
have broadcast rights deals with Bally Sports channels, and the future of 
those relationships is expected to piggyback whatever the NBA does with 
its regional sports network relationships. 

“The WNBA are working diligently with all involved to assure that fans in 
Bally Sports markets have access to their team’s local games once the 
WNBA season starts in May,” a WNBA spokesperson said via email. 

Major League Soccer, arguably the fifth U.S. major league, has avoided 
the RSN issue altogether because a few years ago, it began reigning in 
its team-level broadcast deals in preparation for selling all of its media 
rights as a bundle — which it did last year for $2.5 billion over a decade 
to stream via an app within Apple TV (with a handful of matches on 
national linear TV on Fox platforms). 

Following that lead, the National Women’s Soccer League, which had 
some team-level RSN coverage and national broadcast deals of varying 
success, announced on March 15 that all of its matches will be on CBS 
platforms, including CBS itself and CBS Sports Network, with most 
matches streamed on Paramount+. 
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Streaming may become the model for smaller sports properties as the 
RSN system continues to evolve or eventually faces extinction. The 
Premier Hockey Federation (formerly the Women’s National Hockey 
League) in late 2021 announced a multi-year deal with ESPN to stream 
all of its matches on ESPN+. 

Other leagues, like the American Hockey League, have their games 
spread across a variety of providers, both local linear TV and on 
streaming. Like many small leagues, it streams games on its own 
website and app, which reaches its hardcore fans but limits wider 
exposure. The AHL’s Cleveland Monsters are the league’s only club with 
a few games on an RSN (Bally Sports Great Lakes, better known as the 
cable home of the Cleveland Guardians). 

Many colleges and universities rely on RSNs or small local broadcast TV 
affiliates (along with streaming and their own social media platforms) to 
broadcast some of their sports. Conferences often use third parties, such 
as Learfield or ESPN, to arrange broadcast deals for their athletics, 
especially outside of football and basketball, to air on RSNs or other 
cable channels. 

For example, a few University of Michigan hockey games air on Bally 
Sports Detroit under an umbrella deal with Learfield, which was hired to 
handle multimedia rights sales on behalf of the university’s athletic 
department (which handles production of many broadcasts). 

“I view them as a value-add for our local fans to augment existing 
coverage through Big Ten Network agreements, and we review options 
annually,” said UM athletics spokesman Kurt Svoboda. 

Learfield provided only a brief statement: “Most of our media rights deals 
are more focused on radio broadcasts than TV, as most of the TV rights 
flow through the schools’ conference deals,” a spokesperson said via 
email. Learfield itself is struggling with a reported $1 billion-plus in debt 
since the pandemic and may end up restructured, per the Wall Street 
Journal. 

“Learfield would be a natural player in expanding their existing reach by 
grabbing some of these rights that will need a new home,” said Dan 
Cohen, senior vice president of global media rights consulting at 
Octagon, which helped the NWSL with its CBS deal. “The challenge is 
they’re carrying a heavy debt load.” 

The Atlantic Coast Conference, which has sports that air on Bally Sports 
South that has coverage in seven states, has a media deal with ESPN, 
and it’s ESPN that sublicenses them to RSNs. 

Some college conferences — like the Big Ten, SEC, ACC, and Pac-12 — 
also have dedicated cable networks (all majority owned by media giants 
except for the conference-owned Pac-12 Network). 

Media rights to major college sports events, such as the top football and 
basketball games, are sold as high-priced packages directly to the major 
networks. That’s akin to the NFL, which has all national TV and 
streaming deals except for preseason games, which teams sell on their 
own locally. 

Minnesota Golden Gophers 

So what happens next? 

First, the Diamond Sports RSN bankruptcy case will continue to unfold in 
the federal Southern District of Texas, with the company trying to reduce 
its team rights payments and other debt. 

While there are outliers at the top and bottom, MLB teams average $85.1 
million in annual RSN rights payment revenue while its $44 million for 
NBA teams and $19.6 million for NHL clubs per season, according to 
S&P Global Market Intelligence/Kagan data reported by the Wall Street 
Journal. 

The smaller sports are getting nothing close to that — and in some 
cases, nothing at all — meaning they’ll have fewer options. 

“It’s definitely going to be some sort of combination between local over-
the-air networks and digital streaming platforms,” Cohen said. 

And with the RSN collapse occurring faster than many expected, the 
clock is ticking. 

“Each will need to find new television homes, quickly,” said Lee Berke, 
president and CEO of sports media consulting firm LHB Sports, 
Entertainment & Media Inc. 

“College and high school sports are most at risk, due to lower revenues 
and smaller audiences versus the pros. These two categories could be 
able to access local broadcast channels, including an increasing number 
of digital broadcast channels, and some sports, particularly football and 
basketball, may be able to justify low-priced streaming solutions. 

“The point is that RSNs at best will become fewer in number and smaller 
in terms of revenues and programming. It means that many teams will 
have a busy spring and summer looking for new TV homes starting this 
fall.” 

Patrick Crakes, a former Fox Sports executive, said he doesn’t think 
most of the games on your local regional sports network, from the major 
leagues to the high school games, are going anywhere. 

“It’s all going to be right where it is,” he said. 

That’s because the Bally Sports corporate bankruptcy is a Chapter 11 
filing, which means reorganization (and restructuring of the enormous 
debt load) rather than everything shutting down. But that could still mean 
some shuffling and consolidation over the coming years. 

“This is not going to be a liquidation, but that doesn’t mean things won’t 
change,” Crakes said. “All the programming will continue to be 
distributed.” 

An upside for the smaller sports and leagues is that their games and 
content are low-cost compared to the major leagues — Diamond has 
nearly $2 billion in rights fees on the books for 2023 for MLB, NHL and 
the NBA. Nothing else comes close to such costs in their programming 
lineups, and the cheaper or free content fills the hours when the big 
leagues are not playing. 

The non-major league content generally has small audiences, too, but 
they’re still important to RSNs as part of their local identity and traditions. 
The major leagues, though, typically account for up to 90 percent of an 
RSN’s viewership and finances. 

In the nightmare scenario of an RSN going dark entirely, the major 
leagues can shift to their leagues’ streaming platforms in the interim, 
Crakes added, but the smaller sports have fewer options for wider 
exposure. 

“These other sports getting exposure on these RSNs have to hope they 
figure it out,” Crakes said. “I think they’d have to go to various digital 
platforms where they’d not get as much value.” 

A silver lining to the RSN collapse for the smaller sports and leagues is 
that they’re not as financially bound to the channels. Up to 30 percent or 
more of a major-league team’s operating budget may come from its local 
RSN deal (with the much bigger national TV deals providing the bulk of 
their budgets). 

The little leagues don’t get that sort of cash. They rely on the sale of 
tickets, concessions and merchandise, or athletic department subsidies. 
Some, like Michigan’s high school athletic governing body, do get a small 
rights fee for its championship games on cable. 

“Because they don’t depend on rights fees for the most part, (smaller 
sports) must go somewhere else and try to make it work,” Crakes said. 
“You can make it work, it’s not the end of the world.” 

The lowest tier of RSN content — syndicated lifestyle shows for outdoors 
enthusiasts, poker and gambling, rodeos, volleyball, etc. — has even 
smaller audiences and usually buys airtime on RSNs. 
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“That stuff will go find another place to live. They’re writing the check to 
get on the network,” Crakes said. 

Ed Desser, a former NBA senior executive who has negotiated TV rights 
deals for teams across several major leagues and organizations, said 
that with the economic pressures on the RSN corporate parents, the 
need for content could benefit the smaller sports properties. 

“To some extent, as costs must be cut, there may be added demand for 
low-cost programming, particularly of local relevance, though I would not 
expect that to lead to improved economics for those properties but might 
lead to better time slots and More Coverage time,” Desser said. 

Better time slots are a win for the smaller sports, but they still face the 
potential loss of the RSNs entirely if things continue to get worse 
economically for the networks. Warner Bros. Discovery has threatened to 
walk away from its small number of RSNs, which has the Houston Astros 
and Rockets reportedly in talks to buy WBD’s AT&T SportsNet 
Southwest. 

And cost-cutting can have a downside for middle- and lower-tier sports, 
too, because some of those costs could shift from the RSN to the league 
or college. 

“Cost-cutting runs deep, and that means opportunities for other sports 
will be affected,” said Curt Pires, founder and president of media 
management and consultancy CAP Sports Group. “The RSNs need to fill 
their programming lineups beyond their pro teams and will look for deals 
that make financial sense. The rub will be, are these opportunities which 
once came with rights fees and production reimbursements now time-
buys or no compensation?” 

Production costs shifting from RSNs to lower-tier sports properties can 
add a new financial strain to the teams, leagues, and sports, too. 

“One of the key considerations here is that for all of these properties, 
high school or college, it created a tremendous opportunity in 
sponsorship and ad sales,” Octagon’s Cohen said. “But who fills the void 
to handle that? Agencies?” 

Losing their RSN homes can also mean a loss of reach for sports that 
continually seek more fans to survive or grow (or, in the case of colleges, 
get in front of alums, donors and potential recruits). 

“It limits exposure of teams and leagues to the broadest set of the most 
(dedicated) fans. The casual fan is really lost,” said Brandon Ross, 
partner and a media and tech analyst at LightShed Partners. “The person 
that might stumble upon the WNBA game or high school sports 
championship and watch it and potentially want to watch again, is now 
lost. 

“You need to generate as many fans for your sport as possible. You want 
continuous reinforcing loops to keep your sport healthy.” 

A move from linear cable TV to streaming has pitfalls because users 
cannot scroll channels like they do, at least for now, with cable and 
satellite channels. Some organic discovery is lost in the current 
streaming era, and the major streaming providers are largely national 
rather than regional or local in nature. 

“My fear is these teams and leagues end up being orphaned with no 
home,” Ross said. “Streaming services invest in sports of all kinds, but 
what you haven’t seen is any kind of localization strategy.” 

Streaming hasn’t been the savior many expected it to be, at least not so 
far. None of the major services are profitable, with losses in the hundreds 
of millions of dollars subsidized by the rest of the company’s strained 
profits. 

Diamond Sports Group rolled out a streaming app for some of its teams, 
at a $20 monthly cost — something that failed to offset bankruptcy and is 
indicative of the costly retail pricing that is tough on many consumers and 
prevents scaling to offset the cord-cutters. While Diamond is the 
country’s largest RSN company, there are a handful of smaller groups 
and team-owned channels, such as MSG Networks, which airs Knicks 

and Rangers games and is rolling out its own $30 monthly streaming 
service this summer. 

How small leagues and sports could stream at a lower cost while scaling 
up without losing audience and revenue is a bit of a grail quest, much as 
it remains for the big leagues. 

Meanwhile, back in Michigan, the state’s high school athletic association 
is at least thinking about the possibility of a post-RSN world while 
expressing belief that its championships will remain on Bally Sports 
Detroit. 

“We’re also confident the relationship with (Bally Sports Detroit) with 
continue in the future,” said Jon Ross, the MHSAA’s director of broadcast 
properties, via email. “If they ever did cease to operate, we would 
consider alternate options to broadcast our games throughout the state 
but again, after our conversations with BSD about what’s currently taking 
place, we’re confident we will be able to continue working with them in 
the future.” 
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What should the NHL do about fights after clean hits? More instigator 
calls? GMs weigh in 

 

Michael Russo, Sean Gentille 

10-13 minutes 21/03/2023 

 

MANALAPAN, Fla. — Dean Evason was left speechless on the Wild 
bench, a flabbergasted look on his face after the call. 

With the Wild down by a goal in San Jose in December, Minnesota 
defenseman Matt Dumba had crushed then-San Jose forward Matt Nieto 
with a big, clean hit as Nieto skated the puck across the defensive blue 
line. 

In a matter of moments, Dumba was confronted by two players. First, 
Sharks forward Kevin Labanc cross-checked Dumba in the chest and 
punched him in the face with his left glove. Then, as Dumba tried to fend 
the attack off, Labanc’s teammate defenseman Jaycob Megna 
interrupted the skirmish and instigated a fight. 

All in reaction to a clean check. 

The aftermath? 

Referees Ghislain Hebert and Jordan Samuels-Thomas gave Dumba 
and Megna each fighting majors. 

Nothing else. No penalty to Labanc. No “instigator” call for Megna, which 
would have come with 17 minutes of penalties: two minutes for 
instigating, five for fighting and a 10-minute misconduct. 

Instead of what could have been a power play for the Wild, the ensuing 
faceoff was five-on-five. Evason threw his fourth line on the ice and 
Mason Shaw took a kneeing major that turned the game upside down 
and earned the Wild forward a suspension. The Sharks scored once on 
Shaw’s penalty and once shortly after to ice the game. 

Afterward, Evason didn’t defend Shaw’s poor attempt at a check, but he 
did note that the cause and effect of the refs’ not applying the rulebook 
was a 3-1 Sharks lead. Along with Megna’s period’s worth of penalties 
would come a two-minute Wild power play and a prime shot at tying the 
game. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 22, 2023 

 

“If you make a clean hit, you shouldn’t have to be confronted by two 
people before you fight,” Evason said after the eventual 5-2 loss. “That 
doesn’t make any sense. One guy grabs him and he jostles with that guy 
and punches back and forth. And then another guy comes in and he has 
to fight for a clean hit. That shouldn’t be in our game.” 

Added Dumba, “I thought that was an instigator … automatic. I mean, 
two guys don’t make a play on the puck and come right at me. It’s an 
instigator.” 

The Wild are especially sensitive to this because in 2018, Dumba hit 
Calgary’s Mikael Backlund cleanly in the final minute of a game. Dumba 
was attacked by Ryan Lomberg, who was suspended for the act, then 
nine days later invited to fight Matthew Tkachuk in response to the 
original check on Backlund. Dumba tore his pectoral muscle during the 
fight and was lost for the rest of the season at a time when he was 
leading all NHL defensemen with 12 goals in 32 games (a 31-goal pace). 

His career has not been the same, with 23 goals in 245 games since. 

The folks at the NHL situation room in Toronto don’t only help out with 
video goal reviews; they sometimes clip incidents they feel represent 
growing trends, and one of those this season has been fights stemming 
from clean hits. 

As Bruce Boudreau told The Athletic in January when he was still 
coaching the Canucks, “Nowadays you hit somebody even slightly and 
fighting is the reaction you get from the other team. It’s going in the 
wrong direction because hockey used to be such a physical sport.” 

Hits are actually up in the NHL, so the numbers don’t show that hockey’s 
gotten any less physical. And some GMs, like Minnesota’s Bill Guerin, 
say fighting after clean hits has gone on forever, especially when a star is 
targeted, whether the hit is clean or dirty. 

But still, the video from the situation room was presented to the league’s 
GMs at last week’s meetings in South Florida. 

Through March 12, when the summit began, 100 of the league’s 271 
fights in 2022-23 had come as a result of defending a teammate after a 
hit, the data showed. Of those 100, 89 were fights following a clean 
check. The instigator penalty had been called a miniscule 21 times. 

“Physicality is part of the game,” Senators GM Pierre Dorion said. “Good, 
clean hits are part of the game. I don’t think that you have to fight when 
people are hit. You don’t like your star players getting hit — that’s 
obviously one thing that you have to look at — but when it’s a good, 
clean hit, players shouldn’t have to drop their gloves. That’s part of the 
game, (and) it’s been part of the game for 100 years.” 

Ironically, in October, Dumba was also challenged to a fight by Tkachuk’s 
brother, Ottawa’s Brady Tkachuk, after Dumba had a big, clean hit on 
Senators forward Tim Stützle. This was a classic challenge, though, with 
Tkachuk fighting Dumba without instigating the confrontation. 

The GMs discussed the trend, but in the end decided that there was no 
need to recommend a rule change — especially when the instigator call, 
in many cases, would suffice. 

“Eighty percent of our games, there are no fights,” NHL director of 
officiating Stephen Walkom said. “So you’re talking about 20 percent of 
our games right now, a player makes a hit and another player comes to 
engage him, and how do we address that? And do we have tools within 
the book to be able to address that? 

“We addressed it in some cases. I think the general managers, they just 
want to stress the importance that it needs to be addressed. And it can 
be addressed in-game.” 

Walkom said there wasn’t a big push from the group to change the 
nature of the instigator rule, but GMs would still like it identified and 
called more consistently. There are times refs will call an additional minor 
like roughing, slashing or cross-checking instead of the instigator. It’s a 
way to avoid handing out 17 minutes of penalties, and Walkom admits 
there’s probably a reluctance by his officials to go that route. 

“We’re not going to change anything,” Walkom said. “From here, we only 
have 300 games left in the season. That’s not fair to the game and the 
players. But it’ll certainly be something that we’ll want to discuss further, 
with education and direction from these GMs going into next year.” 

Still, NHL senior executive vice president Colin Campbell said, Walkom 
needs to discuss this trend with his officials. 

“Stephen has to have a conversation with the officials en masse and 
apply the rules we have in place,” Campbell said. “We want to make sure 
with the playoffs around the corner that these things are all discussed. 
And we can deal with it.” 

Whether it’s coincidence or not, ironically it was Dumba who may have 
shown Sunday that referees have been instructed by Walkom to be on 
the lookout for players who instigate fights after clean checks. 

In a game against Washington, Dumba hit Evgeny Kuznetsov with a 
shoulder-to-shoulder check that injured the Capitals center. Dumba was 
confronted by three Caps players and ended up fighting T.J. Oshie. 
Dumba received a five-minute fighting major, and Oshie received the 17 
minutes that come with instigating a fight. 

For his part, Dumba said that he actually has no problem with fights after 
clean checks — that they’re a natural reaction in hockey to defend one’s 
teammate he would expect the same if a Wild player was laid out, clean 
or not. 

“I understand it,” Dumba said. “Hit like that goes the other way, I’m 
expecting our guys to step in and have each other’s back. So I think 
that’s part of the game and (the reason) that I don’t think fighting can 
ever leave the game. It’s a way to police it, and if guys think they need to 
take it in their own hands, by all means.” 

Still, Jets GM Kevin Cheveldayoff says it’s up to the teams to educate 
their players by telling them they don’t have to fight after every hit. 

“What you have to make sure is that the game is in the players’ hands, 
still,” Cheveldayoff said. “You want them to be physical, you want them to 
be playing hard and you want them to not have to worry about fighting. 
That being said, there are consequences to players if they take matters 
into their own hands.” 

Campbell does understand, too, why the instigator isn’t always the right 
call. 

“In some cases, you’ll see a player that makes a good hit … is expecting 
something to happen,” he said. “He drops his gloves and he waits. So is 
there an instigation? The other guy comes, they both agree to fight, but 
does he have to do it?” 

It’s an interesting point because some GMs, like Dorion, Cheveldayoff 
and Vegas’ Kelly McCrimmon, said that’s half of the problem. The player 
who levies the clean check is more than willing to oblige the initiator of 
the fight. 

“I’ve always been of the opinion that a player should feel no obligation to 
fight if he makes a clean hit,” McCrimmon said. “If it’s a clean hit, you 
shouldn’t have to answer for it.” 

Just an unreal sequence by Jacob Trouba. Drops Nazem Kadri and then 
immediately crushes Dillon Dube in a fight. 

But that’s easier said than done, said Campbell. 

“’I hit a player, I guess I gotta man up and fight whoever wants to fight,’” 
Campbell said is the common thinking of most hockey players. “Does he 
have to man up, is a question. Maybe he doesn’t want to fight because 
he threw a good hit. Maybe he doesn’t want to break his hand. Maybe he 
doesn’t want to leave the ice for five minutes.” 

In the end, though, some GMs feel this isn’t as big an epidemic as others 
are making it out to be. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 22, 2023 

 

“I don’t know that it’s more prevalent than 10 or 15 years ago, but there’s 
fewer fights now than there were then, so maybe there’s a little more of a 
spotlight on when and how and why fights take place,” McCrimmon said. 
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ESPN / NHL playoff projections: Where will the Islanders finish? 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

 

When it comes to the Stanley Cup playoffs, the old adage is that a hot 
goalie can steal a series. So it should terrify the various Eastern 
Conference powerhouses that the New York Islanders are hanging 
around in a wild-card position with a dozen games to play. 

Though he doesn't have the win total of other top netminders, Ilya 
Sorokin is having a monster season. His save percentage of .925 is third 
in the league, and he's earning plenty of attention in the Vezina Trophy 
conversation. 

The Isles are currently in the first wild-card spot, with 80 points and 31 
regulation wins in 71 games played, ahead of the suddenly hot Florida 
Panthers (79 and 31 in 70) and the Pittsburgh Penguins (78 and 25 in 
70). So will New York still be in a wild-card position when the final games 
of the 2022-23 regular season are complete on April 14? 

Tonight's matchup against the Toronto Maple Leafs -- one of those 
aforementioned powerhouses -- is the next step on the Islanders' journey 
(7:30 p.m. ET on ESPN+ and Hulu). They bested the Leafs 3-2 in OT 
back on Nov. 21, then lost 5-2 on Jan. 23. Thanks to a furious trade 
season, both of these rosters look quite a bit different these days 
(including former Leaf Pierre Engvall now skating for the Isles). 

The next matchups should be easier; the Isles will visit the basement-
dwelling Columbus Blue Jackets and the lottery-bound Buffalo Sabres. 
The ensuing five games will be quite the crucible: home against the New 
Jersey Devils; at the Washington Capitals, Tampa Bay Lightning and 
Carolina Hurricanes; then back home for another game against the 
Lightning. They'll then close out against the Philadelphia Flyers, Capitals 
and Montreal Canadiens. 

As of today, FiveThirtyEight gives the Isles a 69% chance of making the 
playoffs, with the Panthers at 77% and the Penguins at 44%. 

As we enter the final stretch of the regular season, it's time to check all 
the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for position in the 
2023 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Boston Bruins vs. WC2 Florida Panthers 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 New York Islanders 

M2 New Jersey Devils vs. M3 New York Rangers 

Western Conference 

C1 Dallas Stars vs. WC1 Seattle Kraken 

C2 Colorado Avalanche vs. C3 Minnesota Wild 

P1 Vegas Golden Knights vs. WC2 Winnipeg Jets 

P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Edmonton Oilers 

Tuesday's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All games not on ESPN, TNT or NHL Network 
are available via NHL Power Play, which is included in an ESPN+ 
subscription (local blackout restrictions apply). 

Ottawa Senators at Boston Bruins, 7 p.m. 

Nashville Predators at Buffalo Sabres, 7 p.m. 

Tampa Bay Lightning at Montreal Canadiens, 7 p.m. 

Carolina Hurricanes at New York Rangers, 7 p.m. 

Minnesota Wild at New Jersey Devils, 7 p.m. 

Florida Panthers at Philadelphia Flyers, 7 p.m. 

Columbus Blue Jackets at Washington Capitals, 7 p.m. 

Toronto Maple Leafs at New York Islanders, 7:30 p.m. (ESPN+/Hulu) 

Detroit Red Wings at St. Louis Blues, 8 p.m. 

Arizona Coyotes at Winnipeg Jets, 8 p.m. 

Seattle Kraken at Dallas Stars, 8:30 p.m. 

Calgary Flames at Anaheim Ducks, 10 p.m. 

Vegas Golden Knights at Vancouver Canucks, 10 p.m. 

Monday's scoreboard 

Watch "In the Crease" on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Florida Panthers 5, Detroit Red Wings 2 

Ottawa Senators 2, Pittsburgh Penguins 1 

Colorado Avalanche 5, Chicago Blackhawks 0 

Edmonton Oilers 5, San Jose Sharks 4 (OT) 

Los Angeles Kings 8, Calgary Flames 2 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

x - Boston Bruins 

Points: 111 

Regulation wins: 46 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 132 

Next game: vs. OTT (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 
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Points: 93 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 111 

Next game: @ NYI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 90 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 11 

Points pace: 104 

Next game: @ MTL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 12 

Points pace: 93 

Next game: @ PHI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 77% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 12 

Points pace: 86 

Next game: @ BOS (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 2% 

Tragic number: 18 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 86 

Next game: vs. NSH (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 4% 

Tragic number: 19 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 82 

Next game: @ STL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 16 

Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 60 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 12 

Points pace: 70 

Next game: vs. TB (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 5 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 98 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 118 

Next game: @ NYR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New Jersey Devils 

Points: 97 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 12 

Points pace: 114 

Next game: vs. MIN (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 92 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 12 
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Points pace: 108 

Next game: vs. CAR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 11 

Points pace: 92 

Next game: vs. TOR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 69% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 78 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 12 

Points pace: 91 

Next game: @ COL (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 44% 

Tragic number: 23 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 11 

Points pace: 84 

Next game: vs. CBJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 3% 

Tragic number: 16 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 62 

Regulation wins: 23 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 74 

Next game: vs. FLA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 9 

e - Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 58 

Next game: @ WSH (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Central Division 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 89 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 12 

Points pace: 104 

Next game: vs. SEA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 88 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 105 

Next game: vs. PIT (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 88 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 12 

Points pace: 103 

Next game: @ NJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 11 

Points pace: 94 

Next game: vs. ARI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 70% 

Tragic number: N/A 
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Nashville Predators 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Points pace: 92 

Next game: @ BUF (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 20% 

Tragic number: 23 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 23 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 80 

Next game: vs. DET (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 12 

Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 12 

Points pace: 76 

Next game: @ WPG (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 8 

e - Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 12 

Points pace: 63 

Next game: @ WSH (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Pacific Division 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 92 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 12 

Points pace: 108 

Next game: @ VAN (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 92 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 11 

Points pace: 106 

Next game: vs. WPG (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 88 

Regulation wins: 37 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 11 

Points pace: 102 

Next game: vs. ARI (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Seattle Kraken 

Points: 83 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 13 

Points pace: 99 

Next game: @ DAL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 93% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 77 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 11 

Points pace: 89 

Next game: @ ANA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 19% 

Tragic number: 18 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 
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Games left: 13 

Points pace: 80 

Next game: vs. VGK (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 12 

e - Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 56 

Regulation wins: 13 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 12 

Points pace: 66 

Next game: vs. CGY (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - San Jose Sharks 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 14 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 11 

Points pace: 61 

Next game: @ VAN (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

X -- Clinched playoff berth; E -- Eliminated from playoff contention 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order of the first round, so 
the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 selection. 
As of 2021, a team might move up a maximum of 10 spots if it wins the 
lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 pick. Full 
details on the process can be found here. Sitting No. 1 on the draft board 
for this summer is Connor Bedard, who has been lauded as a 
generational talent. 

1. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 15 

2. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 14 

3. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 16 

4. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 56 

Regulation wins: 13 

5. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 60 

Regulation wins: 18 

6. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 62 

Regulation wins: 23 

7. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 20 

8. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 19 

9. St. Louis Blues 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 23 

10. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 24 

11. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 25 

12. Washington Capitals 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 25 

13. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 27 

14. Nashville Predators 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 25 

15. Calgary Flames 

Points: 77 

Regulation wins: 25 

16. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 78 

Regulation wins: 25 
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ESPN / Everything you need to know about the NHL-Fanatics jersey deal 

 

Greg Wyshynski 
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The NHL announced on Tuesday that Fanatics, its longtime e-commerce 
and fan apparel partner, will become its new outfitter of on-ice uniforms 
and authentic jerseys beginning in 2024-25. 

As fans, we're accustomed to seeing the Nike swoosh or the Adidas 
stripes on sports uniforms. But this NHL deal will mark the first time 
Fanatics branding will be directly on an official player uniform for a 
professional sports property. 

Why did the NHL choose Fanatics? What are the company's plans for 
player jerseys? What does this mean for some of the innovative designs 
we've seen under Adidas, like the Reverse Retro collection? 

We spoke with Doug Mack, CEO of Fanatics commerce, and Brian 
Jennings, NHL executive vice president of marketing, to find the answers 
to these questions and many more about this landmark 10-year deal. 

How did Fanatics become the NHL's official game-worn uniform maker? 

While that process officially started last year, the seeds were planted 
back in 2005, when GSI Commerce took over the NHL's e-commerce 
operation. That partnership was so successful -- tripling online sales -- 
that the league inked a 10-year contract extension with GSI in 2009. 

GSI Commerce CEO Michael Rubin acquired Fanatics, which was a 
Florida-based sports retailer, and merged their assets in 2011. That's 
also the year Rubin sold GSI to eBay for $2.4 billion and then bought 
back the sports e-commerce business to relaunch as Fanatics. 

Fanatics has incrementally broadened its relationship with the NHL. It 
runs retail stores at a few NHL arenas and onsite at events like the NHL 
All-Star Game and Winter Classic. It operates the NHL's flagship retail 
store in Manhattan, which opened in 2021. 

It also started to make more gear, not only for fans but for those inside 
the league. In 2017, Fanatics acquired the rights to make replica jerseys 
for fans and created the "Breakaway" jersey. Among the innovations 
were more stain-resistant materials and a foldable jersey logo crest for 
easier storage. 

In 2018, Fanatics received the rights to Authentic Pro, making the 
practice wear for players, coaches and staff -- "basically everything that 
they use when they're not in the actual game," Mack said. 

Even as Fanatics made more and more items for the NHL, there was no 
guarantee that it would become the league's next jersey maker when the 
league's seven-year deal with Adidas was up. 

"It was never, 'If you do well on this, this is what happens next,'" Mack 
said. "I think there was us doing all that, Adidas doing the on-ice items. 
But as things unfolded over time, it was more the NHL seeing what we've 
done and approaching us to say, 'Are you up for taking this next step?'" 

As ESPN first reported in July 2022, Adidas decided to step away from 
making hockey jerseys and would not extend its deal with the NHL 
beyond the 2023-24 season. 

Jennings said when the NHL knew Adidas was getting out of the hockey 
jersey business, it surveyed the "competitive landscape" to see what else 
what out there. In short order, it became apparent that Fanatics offered 
something "very appealing" to the league as a jersey-maker, Jennings 
said. 

"It continues to be a natural progression with everything that we're doing 
with a partner in Fanatics going back to 2005 to the e-commerce play. 
With that, we've grown with them," Jennings said. "Each step of the way, 
you've just watched this increase in commitment to product, commitment 
to performance, commitment to design." 

What is the message to fans who see Fanatics as just an e-commerce 
and replica jersey company? 

Jennings anticipates there will be some NHL fans who question this 
decision, after years of knowing Fanatics only one way. 

"It's fair. I guess the only thing that I could say is to let us prove the things 
that we're talking about, right?" he said. 

The main counterargument for the NHL is that this isn't Fanatics' first 
rodeo when it comes to making professional sports uniforms. They make 
close to 100,000 of them for Major League Baseball each season. 

Nike is the "official outfitter" of Major League Baseball, but Fanatics has 
made MLB's Nike-branded uniforms for all 30 teams since 2017, when it 
acquired Majestic. Fanatics also makes authentic NFL jerseys that also 
carry a Nike logo, which are sold online and in retail stores. 

"The Fanatics brand is fairly well-known to fans, but we're often thought 
of as more of an e-commerce company," Mack said. "This isn't the first 
time we've done performance product, but this will be the most visible 
we've ever been in making that performance product." 

Mack said that Fanatics will use that MLB experience and apply it to 
hockey. "We build on what's working today, and then we bring in 
resources and thinking to bring new innovation," he said. 

For example, they'll use the same factory based in Saint-Hyacinthe, 
Quebec, that Adidas did to produce its jerseys. Mack says Fanatics is 
also relying on past experience on the personnel side. Keith Leach, 
currently Fanatics Brands NHL VP/GM, will be the head of the authentic 
jersey project, having previously worked on game-worn gear with CCM, 
Reebok and Adidas. Jennings said Leach will "keep the trains on the 
right track from a supply chain perspective." 

Dom Fillion, its creative lead, served on the on-ice jersey design teams 
for Reebok and Adidas. He was the initial designer at Adidas when those 
jerseys launched. 

"I understand there may be, initially, some trepidation [from fans], but I do 
have a lot of confidence in the team at Fanatics," Jennings said. "I look 
back at the history with our locker room, at what they're doing with other 
leagues, and I do think that they will be able to do this." 

Was there any concern about the same company providing authentic and 
replica jerseys in addition to the majority of the NHL's other apparel? 

Putting all of their jersey eggs in the Fanatics basket would seem to run 
counter to what the NHL did in its most recent U.S. media rights deal: 
Getting away from a monolithic setup to spread the wealth among 
multiple networks. 

Jennings pushed back on that notion, saying the NHL doesn't "want to 
have a monolithic model" in retail and that he doesn't believe the 
Fanatics deal provides one. 

Jennings said while Fanatics will be the "workhorse" for NHL 
merchandise and gear, there will always be "tastemaker" brands that are 
creating other retail items. He cited collections from Erin Andrews and 47 
Brand as examples of other partners making NHL-related merchandise. 

"No one company can do every product category and do it incredibly 
well," he said. 

Mack says the deal indicates that the NHL values Fanatics' work over the 
years. 

"The NHL went through the logical steps with us for us to show what we 
can do," Mack said. "The NHL has made bets on us in the past, we've 
delivered on those bets, and this was a natural place to go next." 

Will NHL jerseys look radically different in 2024-25? 

Not according to the NHL and Fanatics. One of the reasons Fanatics will 
use that factory in Saint-Hyacinthe is so the jerseys have little variation 
from what they are today. The specs for the jerseys will be exactly the 
same. While there will be differences in some of the fabrics and 
materials, "it will be almost indiscernible" to the jerseys currently in use, 
according to Jennings. 

Mack said it's important to take time and get the players' feedback on the 
uniforms before doing anything to alter them. 
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"We're very optimistic about the players' reaction to what we bring to 
market in 2024-25," he said. "We've been successful because we don't 
just change for change's sake. We look at what's working well today." 

What about NHL logo redesigns? 

Teams have been known to do a total rebrand when a new gear-maker 
signs on with the NHL. When Reebok made its debut, teams like the San 
Jose Sharks, Washington Capitals and Vancouver Canucks took the 
opportunity to remake their kits. 

Typically, teams inform the NHL around April that they're thinking about 
doing a jersey or logo change for the following season. Many of them 
aren't acted upon: Either a team gets second thoughts or it goes through 
the design process and doesn't find a good alternative. 

That design process can be an intense and lengthy one, which is why the 
NHL will ask teams to put a hold on uniform overhauls for the time being. 
Jennings said that outside of anniversary jerseys that have to be 
produced in a timely manner, teams will likely hold off on any major 
redesigns until after Fanatics is "up and running" as the official uniform 
maker. 

"You'll probably see minimal changes. We'll ask the teams for their 
cooperation in that," he said. "We want to make sure that we're delivering 
a high-quality product and not have any types of delays. Designing or 
redesigning a uniform is where a lot of times the biggest delays happen." 

What happens to Adidas specialty jerseys, like the Reverse Retro 
collection? 

Jennings said the NHL owns any jersey design that ever gets worn on 
the league's ice surface. That has been part of every deal they've made 
with a gear maker. Adidas doesn't have providence over any of the 
jerseys it helped create. 

Does that mean we'll see more Reverse Retro jerseys? The two 
collections of that brand extension were incredibly popular among fans. 
But Jennings said those jerseys were made in the spirit of "limited drops 
or a scarcity model," meaning we shouldn't expect to see these particular 
versions of those jerseys for quite some time. 

"Maybe in the future we go back into the vault and reexamine them," he 
said. 

In fact, Jennings said that the NHL would have ended the Reverse Retro 
program had Adidas reupped with the league. "Reverse Retro was 
incredibly successful for two years. But I wouldn't have gone back and 
done Reverse Retro 3.0. I think it had done its thing," he said. 

Instead, the NHL has challenged Fanatics to carve its own path. It may 
not be apparent in the first two seasons of their 10-year deal, but 
Jennings said that the 2026-27 season is where fans might start to see 
"the innovation and technology story that we want to tell with the jersey." 

What might happen in 2026-27? 

Jennings mentioned that season as the earliest target for significant 
changes to the NHL sweater. In particular, there could be changes to 
what materials are used in game sweaters, including the exploration of 
lighter fabric options for the jersey and logo crest. 

"There are always these quantum leaps in performance fabrics and 
materials," he said. 

There are other areas of focus for Fanatics and the NHL, including player 
safety. Jennings said they will explore how to better guard players from 
accidental skate lacerations, potentially with added protection built into 
the sleeves or socks. 

There also have been discussions within the NHL about enhancements 
that could be made to jerseys that are unique to certain positions, be it a 
forward, defenseman or goaltender. 

"The development, the testing of it, the reinforcement of it, that all takes 
some time," Jennings said. 

What do the next several months look like for Fanatics and the NHL? 

Fanatics and the NHL will immediately begin working with all 32 teams, 
their equipment managers and players to create a seamless transition of 
these new product rights as they approach the 2024-25 season. 

The next year will be one with plenty of information gathering from 
players and teams. 

"We're going to say, 'This is the baseline,' and figure out what's working 
and what could be better," Mack said. "How could the athletes feel better 
when performing in this product? And then we'll go through multiple 
generations of updates. It's not an overnight dramatic change just to 
make a splash." 

Jennings said marketing meetings will begin soon for not only the 2024-
25 season, but also the seasons that follow. 

"If you think the changes in retail were dramatic over the last five years, 
they're going to be even that much more dramatic in the next 10 years," 
he said. "And Fanatics, driven by Michael Rubin and his senor team, are 
definitely visionaries." 

Could this lead to Fanatics taking over more in-arena stores? 

Currently, Fanatics operates onsite retail stores for the New Jersey 
Devils and the Capitals. They wouldn't mind adding more arenas to the 
fold. 

"What's actually really exciting about this vertically integrated relationship 
is the innovation you can bring," Mack said. "We have the ability to make 
championship products in the certain arenas that we run." 

Such as 2018, after the Capitals won the Stanley Cup: Fanatics had the 
rights to make championship products. Washington fans attending their 
watch party in D.C. could buy Capitals Stanley Cup gear immediately 
after they won the championship in Las Vegas. During the Caps' Cup 
run, the D.C. retail stores were able to replenish their stock quicker 
because they also made the apparel. 

"We certainly would love to service any NHL team that wants it, but it 
goes team by team," Mack said. "This is not a league decision. The team 
decides who operates in their arena. We feel that because of the vertical 
rights, our ability to provide the best fan experience in the arena is 
unrivaled." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Bobbles and miscues prove costly as Maple Leafs unravel 
against Islanders 

 

Ryan Dixon | @dixononsports 

March 22, 2023, 12:18 AM 

 

ELMONT, N.Y. — The Toronto Maple Leafs haven’t had too many burn-
the-tape games this season. And early in the third period Tuesday night 
against the New York Islanders, it still seemed like the Maple Leafs might 
find a way to pull a point or two out of a tough road game. 

But after another critical mistake with the puck, the Maple Leafs 
unravelled and wound up taking it on the chin to the tune of 7-2 at UBS 
Arena. 

The Maple Leafs were by no means outclassed by the Islanders — at 
least, not for the majority of the game — but a series of bobbles and 
miscues cost them dearly. Timothy Liljegren put one on a tee for Hudson 
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Fasching; Zach Aston-Reese whiffed on an easy clear; heck, even Mitch 
Marner — just seconds after he bombed one home to bring the Maple 
Leafs within a goal early in the third period — put a pass in Morgan 
Rielly’s skates at the Islanders blue line that wound up in their net 
moments later.  

And yet, after watching all that, Toronto coach Sheldon Keefe said he 
was less troubled by his team’s defensive effort than he was by its 
inability to make life more difficult on Islanders star goalie Ilya Sorokin. 

“We made some mistakes, obviously,” Keefe said. “You know, gave them 
some pucks and [had] some trouble breaking out. Through two periods I 
thought we were playing fine. The issue through two periods — and 
really the whole game — is you don’t get enough offence. So that to me 
— [even] as we gave up six tonight — it’s the offensive piece I’m a little 
more concerned with.” 

It’s not that the Maple Leafs didn’t get their chances. Erik Gustafsson 
was robbed on a save-of-the-year candidate from Sorokin in the first; 
Marner and Auston Matthews both had great looks in that period, too. But 
Keefe, sounding very much like a coach who wants his team to get 
conditioned to scoring playoff-style goals, said it’s all about having bodies 
driving in the middle of the ice and mucking up that crease area a bit 
more. 

“We had some really good looks, obviously the goalie made really great 
saves,” Keefe said. “But consistently, we didn’t challenge enough to the 
inside. We had the puck a lot tonight in the offensive zone. That was not 
an issue. I thought, at times, we were just over-passing and trying to 
create the perfect shot, which is not how you score on this guy.” 

One guy Keefe singled out recently for not having his engine fully revved 
is William Nylander. Although the Swede went a fourth straight game 
without a point, Keefe thought No. 88 looked much more like himself 
against New York. 

“I thought he carried the puck very well, transported it very well and 
looked a lot like the guy we’ve seen all season,” he said. 

While this one got away in the back half of the third — goal No. 5 came 
after a clearing attempt by goalie Ilya Samsonov hit the referee; No. 6 
was an early empty-netter as Keefe pulled strings to try and give his 
team some life — there were two occasions where it’s fair to wonder 
what may have happened had things gone Toronto’s way. 

The first was when Gustafsson was robbed not long after Sam Lafferty — 
driving the net in a fashion Keefe would have liked to see more of from 
his charges, in fact — opened the scoring with his first goal in 10 games 
with Toronto. Marner hit Gustafsson — who’d snuck in from the point — 
with a seam pass through the middle of the ice. Gustafsson calmly 
gathered the puck and whipped a shot on goal that seemed sure to be 
his first as a Leaf when it left his blade. But Sorokin flashed to his right, 
stuck out the paddle of his stick and made a save so loud with his twig it 
sounded more like a hard single up the middle off a 95 m.p.h. pitch than 
a goalie thwarting a shooter. 

Toronto still came out of the first intermission up one, but 28 seconds into 
the middle frame, Zach Parise went unmarked by Jake McCabe at the 
side of the net during a run of a four-on-four play and tapped home an 
easy one-timer to square the game. Then the Islanders jumped ahead 
when Liljegren heeled a pass when he had all day to make a play in the 
defensive zone. Fasching was the beneficiary, and he made good by 
making a perfect shot past Samsonov on the glove side. 

“Just a mistake that happens sometimes,” Liljegren said after the contest. 
“I mean, I had a lot of time with the puck. Obviously didn’t make a good 
play, but stuff like that’s going to happen.” 

Another poor clearing attempt led to Clutterbuck making it 3-1 after 40 
minutes, yet there the Leafs were, clawing back to within one when 
Marner fired home his fifth goal in his past seven outings, one-timing a 
feed from Matthews home 3:29 into the third. 

But just moments later, No. 16 was winding his way toward the Islanders' 
end and sent a neutral zone pass right into the feet of Rielly. Forty-four 
seconds after Toronto had narrowed the gap, it was a two-goal game 
again as Clutterbuck grabbed the loose puck, charged into the Maple 
Leafs zone and whipped one past Samsonov. 

“That’s a play I’ve got to own up to and do better with,” Marner said. 
“Comes back to cost you and it sucks.” 

Yes, it was tough to see the Buds making any more noise at that point as 
chesty Islanders fans got rocking and, predictably, started picking on 
their favourite Toronto whipping boy, shouting “We don’t need you!” at 
former Islanders captain John Tavares. Even without that lingering 
emotion, there’s a charge around this New York squad as it fights for 
every point in an attempt to pin down one of the final playoff spots in the 
Eastern Conference. 

“Credit to the Islanders, they competed hard,” Keefe said. “It’s very 
evident that this game was very important to them. But we didn’t do 
enough to take advantage of some of the puck time we had. 

“The mistakes that we made, they made count and the mistakes they 
made, we didn’t make them pay for.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames re-ignite playoff push with impressive response 
after ugly loss 

 

Eric Francis | @EricFrancis 

March 22, 2023, 2:05 AM 

 

ANAHEIM — Not. Done. Yet. 

Oh sure, the odds of a Calgary Flames playoff berth are still longer than 
an Alberta winter. 

But for those who felt like Monday’s 8-2 tune-up in Tinseltown was the 
fatal blow most Calgarians have been bracing for, we direct you a half 
hour south to Anaheim for Tuesday’s encore. 

A loss would surely have been the final straw, especially since their 
closest rivals, Winnipeg and Nashville had won earlier in the night. 

Alas, a 5-1 win over the Ducks Tuesday allowed the Flames to stay four 
points back of the Jets and one up on the Preds, who have three games 
in hand. 

Despite widespread belief to the contrary, these Flames have not given 
up. 

Many will be surprised to learn that since Dec. 13, no team in the 
Western Conference has accrued more road points than Calgary. 

The lads have racked up points in seven of their last nine outings, 
compiling a 5-2-2 record to stay in the fight. 

It just doesn’t feel like they’re mounting any sort of charge because 
sprinkled in between some big wins were two overtime heartbreakers 
and two humbling setbacks — one to these same Ducks and one an 
eight-spot posted by the Kings. 

None of this is to try painting a rosy picture, especially since the Flames 
would lose a tiebreaker to the Jets and thus need to make up five points 
with just 10 games remaining. 

It’s just to say, you can grab the shovel but don’t bury 'em just yet. 
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“Honestly, I think we’ve been playing playoff hockey the last 30 games 
now,” said Andrew Mangiapane, who scored his first goal in 15 outings. 
“We knew the situation we’ve been in. We kind of did this to ourselves, 
and it’s time to focus one game at a time and see what we’re made of. 

“We don’t have many games here, so we’ve got to go on a streak and 
pile wins together. 

“That’s all that matters to us.” 

Playing without the services of team heartbeat Chris Tanev, due to an 
upper-body injury, the Flames did well to move past Monday’s whooping 
with a goal in the opening minute by Nick Ritchie. 

Every single player recorded at least one shot on goal, in a game the 
Flames controlled from start to finish. 

Goals by Troy Stecher and Rasmus Andersson had them up 3-0 early in 
the second period, allowing them to cruise to a win they absolutely 
needed. 

They’ll need to win almost all of the last 10 if they’re going to finish this 
improbable journey. 

And they know it. 

But it started with erasing Monday’s bloodshed. 

“Last night wasn’t good enough, and wasn’t acceptable, and we wanted 
to rebound from that,” said Mikael Backlund, who finished with two 
assists. “It’s total opposite from last night. Last night we barely touched 
the puck and tonight we had it a lot more, so yeah, that’s how we want to 
play.” 

Third-period goals by Elias Lindholm and Mangiapane rounded out the 
scoring. 

All eyes were on the warmup, to see who Darryl Sutter would start and 
scratch. 

The early headlines had fans grumbling over Jakob Pelletier’s return to 
the press box in favour of Milan Lucic. 

Dan Vladar did indeed get the start after mopping up the carnage in LA, 
making 19 saves in his first start in 11 games. 

“Guys came in and did a really good job for us,” said Sutter, whose club 
fired 43 shots on goal. 

“Good to see Big Nick score, first shift. 

“It’s good to score the first goal on the road. 

“Troy’s given us some energy, he’s done a good job for us.” 

In a dressing room that had considerably more life in it the night before, 
Stecher was happy to pose with the puck he scored his first goal as a 
Flame with. 

“It’s must-win games now, so to get a goal on the first shift of the game 
was obviously huge,” said the defenceman who played with Dennis 
Gilbert on the third pairing. 

“I think we were just really focused tonight. 

“We had four lines, and all the pairings were going tonight, and Vladdy 
was kicking behind. 

“Obviously, the start was what propelled us to carry on throughout the 
rest of the night.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks show flashes of growing identity in loss to Golden 
Knights 

 

Iain MacIntyre | @imacSportsnet 

March 22, 2023, 2:32 AM 

 

VANCOUVER – After telling reporters in the morning that his team had 
gotten “the smell” out of its game by limiting big mistakes that lead to big 
scoring chances, Vancouver Canucks coach Rick Tocchet’s eyes must 
have been watering from the foul stench Tuesday night. 

The Canucks yielded two first-period goals directly on turnovers and 
needed several five-star saves from goalie Thatcher Demko to avoid 
getting blown out early by the Vegas Golden Knights. 

Tocchet saw the first 20 minutes, which featured costly turnovers by 
Ethan Bear and Brock Boeser, as a loss of identity for the team he took 
over exactly two months ago. But while the Canucks’ identity isn’t where 
the new coach wants it, there is a lot of it sprouting as Vancouver pushed 
back over the final two periods before losing 4-3 to the Stanley Cup 
contenders. 

Boeser, who came back to play a strong game on a line with J.T. Miller, 
had an open look from right wing in the final minute, but Jonathon Quick 
made a blocker save that helped the Golden Knights move alone into first 
place in the Western Conference. 

“I didn't like our first (period) at all,” Tocchet said. “It's a good test for our 
team because Vegas, they're one of my favorite teams with their 
defence. That's where we strive to (be): a big defence that moves the 
puck.  I don't think we were ready for it. We had three or four guys who 
weren't playing to our identity and I think (we) struggled. And then in the 
second and third, we made a game of it.  

“Three or four guys didn't play to our identity. You can't poison the water; 
it's not everybody. So it's just a couple of guys. We have to go north with 
(the puck) and we took it back and that's what happens, right?” 

Bear’s backhand pass across his zone was intercepted by Phil Kessel 
and turned into a breakaway goal that made it 1-0 at 3:01. Reilly Smith 
doubled the lead at 12:11, scoring from the slot after Boeser reversed the 
puck behind the Canucks’ goal straight to William Karlsson. 

“It's a learning experience, right?” Tocchet said. “You're playing against 
one of the better teams and you've got to be prepared to play. And I don't 
care who you are, we can't afford to have three or four guys not ready -- 
not ready for that type of game. When that happens, you're down 2-0. 

“You build on these sort of things. At the end of the season, these 
(games) matter. This is a good evaluation for us. . . to know players in 
these types of games, can they handle pressure? Do they know how to 
play to your identity? Huge evaluation. But I do like the fight in the guys, 
and some guys really dragged us into the fight tonight.” 

J.T. Miller was King Kong for the Canucks, scoring twice and drawing an 
assist on Phil DiGiuseppe’s rebound goal that brought Vancouver within 
one with 8:17 remaining. Defenceman Quinn Hughes had another 
masterpiece, logging 29:35 of ice time, generating two more assists to 
bring his season total to 62, and posting a 74.9-percent expected-goals.  

Tocchet said the trio of Miller, Boeser and DiGiuseppe were “monsters.” 
But he dropped wingers Anthony Beauvillier and Andrei Kuzmenko from 
Elias Pettersson’s first line. Kuzmenko finished with just 11:34 of ice time. 

“I didn't think that line was good at all,” he said. “There are some teams 
when you play, like a playoff style, there might be nothing going on so 
you need a good forecheck. You can't just wait around for a goal. I just 
felt that we needed to find somebody who was going to forecheck for 
Petey.” 

BURROUGHS’ BIG ADVENTURE 
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Canuck defenceman Kyle Burroughs didn’t know he was playing until he 
was on his way to the rink when he learned that Noah Juulsen had hurt 
himself in the pre-warmup “activation.” Burroughs said he didn’t arrive at 
Rogers Arena until about a half-hour until puck drop – director of 
communications Craig MacEwen met him curbside and valet-parked his 
car – and didn’t touch the ice until he skated into the starting lineup. 

“It was a little stressful at first not to get warmup in and, obviously, not 
touching any pucks before the game,” Burroughs said. “But it’s part of the 
job that when you’re called upon, you’ve got to show up. Obviously, I’d 
like to have a couple of those plays back.” 

Told he would be a healthy scratch, Burroughs was one of the last 
Canucks off the ice after the morning skate. But by the third period, he 
was pulling shifts with Hughes. Still, Burroughs finished minus-three in 
18:04 of TOI. 

“He's one of a kind,” Burroughs said of Hughes. “He's a unicorn in. . . 
how he sees the ice, how he uses edges. Nothing really surprises me 
anymore with him. He's up there as one of the best defencemen in the 
league. It's a combination of skill and confidence. It was a blessing to be 
on that pairing for the third period. He elevates everybody's game.” 

A SIGHTING TUESDAY, A GAME THURSDAY? 

For several days this month, Filip Hronek’s nameplate in the Canucks’ 
dressing room was like Artem Chubarov’s car in the garage down below: 
missing its owner. 

Chubarov’s Audi became legendary early this century for sticking in the 
NHL longer than Chubarov, who decided to go home to play in Russia 
and left his car behind for another season at Rogers Arena. Hronek’s 
nameplate spent less time in isolation, but it was still reassuring to see its 
owner skating fully with teammates Tuesday morning for the first time 
since his March 1 trade from the Detroit Red Wings. 

Injured against Ottawa the night before the trade, Hronek felt no urgency 
to rush to Vancouver. His equipment made it before he did. But there 
was a fair bit of mystery to his absence and his injury – both seemingly 
over. 

Tocchet said after the morning skate that Hronek is “itching” to play and 
could make his Canucks debut Thursday at home against the San Jose 
Sharks. 

MIGHTY KNIGHTS 

In a span of four days, the Canucks were a baseline test for the best two 
teams in the Pacific Division and Western Conference. Before Tuesday, 
the Golden Knights were tied at 92 points with the Los Angeles Kings. 

On Saturday, the Kings dominated the Canucks’ territorially, suffocating 
with their checking and using offensive-zone time to volume shoot. But 
Los Angeles didn’t look nearly as dangerous as Vegas, whose speed, 
power and skill had Vancouver overmatched early on. That’s not a 
playoff prediction, but we’re just saying.  

The three-time Stanley Cup finalist Tampa Bay Lighting are the only 
team that has won more playoff games than Vegas since the Golden 
Knights entered the NHL in 2017-18 and redefined what an expansion 
team could be. They didn’t look like a first-year team and haven’t acted 
like a fledgling franchise since as president George McPhee and general 
manager Kelly McCrimmon constantly seek to upgrade with trades, no 
matter how unpopular, while chasing a Stanley Cup. 

The best teams this season are all in the Eastern Conference, but 
someone is going to win the West and the Knights, if their goaltending 
doesn’t let them down, look more capable than anyone. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Vintage Hellebuyck performance carries Jets to 'crucial' 
win over Coyotes 

 

Ken Wiebe | @WiebesWorld 

March 22, 2023, 12:10 AM 

 

Connor Hellebuyck went from bored to under siege in an awfully big 
hurry. 

And were it not for another rock-solid performance from the Winnipeg 
Jets star netminder, the conversation might be about another lost point or 
two, rather than a 2-1 hang-on-for-dear life victory over the Arizona 
Coyotes on Tuesday night. 

Hellebuyck faced only seven shots in the first period, but turned aside 22 
of the next 23 he faced in what was his 55th start of the regular season. 

Had the Jets not stumbled in Sunday’s 3-0 loss to the St. Louis Blues, 
Hellebuyck might have been given the evening off for David Rittich, but 
given how things have ramped up in this Western Conference playoff 
chase, the services of the No. 1 guy was required - even if it meant him 
starting for the third time in four days. 

Hellebuyck’s biggest save of the night came during the second period, 
when he lost his position in the crease but was able to use the paddle of 
his goal stick to prevent what appeared to be an easy tap-in for Coyotes 
defenceman Michael Kesselring. 

“Just another to add to his highlight reel, I guess,” Jets defenceman Josh 
Morrissey told reporters. “He’s been incredible for us, certainly all year 
and for a long time. When they really had their push in the second, he 
made some massive saves and gave us a chance to regroup in the 
intermission and to come out in the third and play a lot better. Yeah, 
that’s what he does for us and we’re certainly happy he’s on our side.” 

Count Adam Lowry among those who came away impressed by the most 
recent highlight-reel stop by Hellebuyck - even if his teammates 
occasionally become numb to his brilliance. 

“You know what, I don’t know. We’ve seen so many great saves by him. 
He’s never out of the play,” Lowry told reporters. “I think of the one from 
Vegas earlier in the year, where he just reaches back and gets it with his 
stick. He’s just got such good hand-eye and reads the game so well. Like 
I said, he really gave us a chance to win, especially with the way we 
played in the second period.” 

For all of the recent talk about the Jets having slow starts and giving up 
the goal in five consecutive games and in nine of the previous 10, they 
were able to buck that trend when Nikolaj Ehlers was able to bang in his 
own rebound after he was stopped on a breakaway initially by Karel 
Vejmelka. 

Lowry extended the lead and provided what proved to be the eventual 
game-winner, banging him a one-timer after a nice pass by Morgan 
Barron that made it 2-0 at the time. 

Neal Pionk got the play started with a high flip pass for Lowry’s marker, 
which gave him double digits in goals for the sixth time in nine seasons. 

The Jets' offence went quiet from there, but Hellebuyck ensured the lead 
held up, turning aside 17 shots on goal during a second period where his 
team completely went away from what had given them success in the 
previous 20 minutes of action. 

“We stopped attacking. We got soft with the puck,” Jets head coach Rick 
Bowness told reporters. “They were fighting to get back in the game. We 
got hemmed in our zone for a couple of shifts, which took all the steam 
out of our game. When that happens, someone has to get it and ice the 
puck and reset. We weren’t even able to get it. We had a couple bad 
shifts in the second period, we didn’t spend any time in their zone 
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because we were changing. We just had no flow to the game 
whatsoever.” 

The Jets got back to skating in the third period and while they were 
unable to restore a two-goal cushion during three power plays (including 
a double minor to Liam O’Brien for high-sticking) and finished zero-for-six 
with the man-advantage, Winnipeg was able to run out the clock and 
secure a valuable two points to remain in the second wild card spot in the 
Western Conference. 

“That third period, we played the right way, we did all the little things 
necessary,” said Bowness. “We controlled the pace of the game, we 
played on our toes, and were a much harder team to play against. We 
were pressuring them all over the ice. That’s Winnipeg Jet hockey.” 

The Jets' power play is now stuck in the middle of a zero-for-19 rut and 
the continued tweaks on the personnel side of things has not led directly 
to results, even if there are some signs of life as the units become a bit 
less predictable for the opposition to defend against. 

Some tweaks were required at even strength, as Bowness juggled the 
top-six once again, breaking up Kyle Connor and Mark Scheifele, who 
continue to work through a funk that goes back to before they were 
benched for nearly 12 minutes in a game against the Carolina Hurricanes 
one week earlier. 

Connor has now gone 11 games without a goal, Scheifele has gone six 
games without a goal and Blake Wheeler has gone 18 games without 
finding the back of the net. 

At a time when goals continue to be tough to come by, that’s not enough 
production from a trio of players the Jets need to rely on during the final 
10 games of the regular season. 

Without moving one of his wingers down to the third line and promoting 
Vladislav Namestnikov or potentially bumping Barron up into the top-six, 
Bowness is running a bit short on permutations and combinations that 
could provide a spark to the offence. 

Reuniting Connor with Pierre-Luc Dubois makes a lot of sense, while 
giving that line Nino Niederreiter could create a bit more space for 
Connor to get a few more dangerous scoring chances away. 

That leaves Scheifele with Wheeler and Ehlers, at least for the time 
being. 

In many ways, the Jets were fortunate to come away with two valuable 
points against the Coyotes. 

But for this group to put together some sustained success on this 
upcoming three-game road trip through California, Bowness is going to 
need to find some line combinations with chemistry and continue to look 
for solutions to a languishing power play that simply needs to get back to 
basics. 

“These points are crucial. We weren’t satisfied with how we played in the 
second period. So I think coming out in the third period, our power play 
generated some momentum for us,” said Lowry. “They had some great 
looks, I think it’s just a matter of time before that one breaks open for us. 
They did a really great job of getting pucks to the net and keeping that 
momentum going. 

“I think sometimes you don’t score on the power play and you lose it, but 
I thought in the third period, those guys went out there and they created a 
lot and we were able to carry that into the five-on-five play as well.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Analyzing Matt Murray: Should the Leafs consider giving 
him playoff starts? 

 

Adam Vingan | @AdamVingan 

March 21, 2023, 10:57 AM 

 

Who should start in net for Maple Leafs during Stanley Cup playoffs? 

Frank Seravalli joins Ken Reid on Sportsnet Central to discuss burning 
questions from around the NHL including which Toronto Maple Leafs' 
goaltender should start game one of the playoffs, what's amiss with the 
Winnipeg Jets, and more. 

It appears that Ilya Samsonov has the inside track on starting Game 1 of 
the Toronto Maple Leafs’ first-round playoff series next month. He has 
been better and more available than Matt Murray, who has missed 
extended time on two occasions this season because of injuries. 

But then Murray makes 48 saves, plus six more in a nine-round shootout, 
against the Ottawa Senators on Saturday, reminding people why he was 
a two-time Stanley Cup champion at 23 years old. 

“One thing I know about Matt Murray: He’s unflappable and extremely 
confident in who he is,” Maple Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe told reporters 
Saturday morning. “Once you’ve won two Stanley Cups, I don’t think you 
care about much else that’s going on.” 

Samsonov is slated to start Tuesday against the New York Islanders, but 
Keefe said last week that Samsonov is “not quite at 100 per cent.” If 
Samsonov gets hurt or struggles down the stretch, can the Maple Leafs 
trust Murray to keep them afloat?  

Murray has allowed four goals in each of his past six starts — four of 
which have come since he returned from an ankle injury. He is the first 
Maple Leafs goaltender to endure such a streak since Ed Belfour in 
2005-06. Although Murray has been sharp on shots from outside the slot 
over his four most recent starts, stopping 72 of 75, he has had a hard 
time making saves in tight. Ten of the 16 goals that Murray has given up 
have come from the inner slot. 

Murray’s struggles in the slot are not a product of poor defence in front of 
him. The Maple Leafs surrendered a season-high 52 shots to the 
Senators, but most were from the outside. Murray faced 15 slot shots, 
stopping 12 of them. He was 5-for-7 from the inner slot. 

This season, Murray has seen an average of 12.7 shots from the slot per 
60 minutes, which ranks 23rd among the top 64 goaltenders in the NHL 
(min. 850 minutes). For context, former Maple Leafs goaltender Frederik 
Andersen has faced the fewest slot shots per 60 with the Carolina 
Hurricanes (10.3). Anaheim’s John Gibson has faced the most (18.0). 

Murray’s .827 slot save percentage is tied for 27th in that group. 
Samsonov, meanwhile, has faced 13.2 slot shots per 60 (tied for 30th) 
and stopped 85.7 per cent of them — third best behind Boston’s Linus 
Ullmark and Minnesota’s Filip Gustavsson. 

Keefe lately has gone out of his way to defend Murray when asked to 
critique the goaltender’s performance. After Murray went 25-for-29 in a 
loss to the Buffalo Sabres last week, Keefe said this about Murray’s play 
since his return to the lineup: “I think he’s been great. The numbers look 
terrible.”  

It is hard to marry those two statements. Maple Leafs general manager 
Kyle Dubas chose not to address the goaltending position at the trade 
deadline, trusting Samsonov and Murray to help the Maple Leafs get past 
the first round for the first time in 19 years. 

Because Samsonov and Murray are not workhorses, it is more than 
possible that they both see game action in the playoffs, depending on 
how far the Maple Leafs go. 

Team brass might have a hard time sitting a player with two Stanley Cup 
rings and a career .921 save percentage in the playoffs. But unless 
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Murray rediscovers his 2017 form in the next few weeks, the Maple Leafs 
would be wise to roll with Samsonov. 
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TSN.CA / Keefe hopes Marner will spark more zone time for Tavares 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs held an optional skate at UBS Arena in Elmont, N.Y. on 
Tuesday.  

For the first time in more than a year, John Tavares has gone 
consecutive games without registering a shot on net.  

"You try to hold yourself to a high standard," the 32-year-old centre said. 
"I don't think things have been terrible, but certainly can continue to 
improve my game." 

In four games last week Tavares produced just two secondary assists in 
5-on-5 play.  

"Just looking for him to spend more time in the offensive zone would be a 
big thing," coach Sheldon Keefe said. "Obviously putting Mitch [Marner] 
on that line is something that will help." 

Keefe put Marner with Tavares and Michael Bunting for some shifts in 
the third period of Friday's game against the Carolina Hurricanes and 
liked the early returns. He didn't feel that trio was as effective against the 
Ottawa Senators on Saturday night.  

"John has played lots with Mitch and Mitch has played lots with Bunts 
and I expect that line to really get going," Keefe said. 

Tavares can lean on past experience with Marner, but doesn't have a 
long track record with Bunting.  

"Something we've talked about is we both like being around the net," 
Tavares revealed. "So, just making sure we have good spacing and 
we're reading off each other that way so we can break down the 
opponent in the offensive zone." 

Tavares has gone four games without a goal, but he does have four 
assists in the past two games. Teammates were a bit surprised to be 
asked about a perceived dry spell.  

"I don't know what 'dried up' means," said veteran defenceman Mark 
Giordano. "He's always around it in our mind, so it's just a matter of time 
before pucks go in for him." 

"To be honest, I haven't really noticed that he's been in a dry spell," said 
defenceman Justin Holl. "He does a lot of things aside from scoring that 
are really valuable to us." 

Tavares is usually the model of consistency regardless of what the 
statistics say.  

"He just goes through his routine," said Keefe. "That's really, ultimate, 
what works in terms of it coming back is just trust your habits, trust your 
abilities. We don't need to make a bigger deal of it than it is." 

"I look to just try not to do too much," Tavares said. "I think it's just 
making sure I'm strong in all three zones and you're above the puck. 
When you have it ... it's really simplifying and just taking the first play and 
trying not to do too much. For me, it's making sure my feet are moving 
and trying to play through the middle of the ice and things like that that." 

It's possible fatigue was a factor over the weekend. Saturday's game 
wrapped up a stretch of five games in eight days.  

"We're a more rested team here today," noted Keefe. "It's a different 
opportunity coming in today, so just looking for things to take a step 
there." 

Tavares missed a game at the end of a long road trip earlier this month 
after he felt "drained" and not like himself.  

"You know, it's a long season," Tavares said. "It's a grind, so there are 
times when things are really good and really in rhythm and other times 
where you're just trying to build your habits shift after shift and going out 
and executing and making sure you're helping the team out and setting 
up the next group for success." 

ContentId(1.1934640): Maple Leafs not too worried about Tavares' 'dry 
spell' 

T.J. Brodie was back on the ice on Tuesday morning, but the 
defenceman will not play against the Islanders.  

"He's doing better, obviously, but with the health and depth we have 
there's no point in our guys playing through things unnecessarily," said 
Keefe. "So, we'll seek to get him better for later in the trip. Lots of hockey 
this week." 

Brodie missed Monday's practice after dealing with a painful shot block 
on Saturday.  

"Mostly just a maintenance day," the 32-year-old said. "Let it calm down. 
Felt good today." 

The Leafs also have games on Thursday, Saturday and Sunday.  

"Looking big picture, where we are in the season and with that [depth], it 
makes sense to feel 100 per cent and not maybe have something linger 
longer than it needs to," Brodie said.  

The Leafs have been carrying nine defencemen since adding Erik 
Gustafsson and Luke Schenn via trades on Feb. 28. Keefe has said that 
Conor Timmins is on a "developmental path" the rest of the season, but 
the other eight blueliners are all getting game action.  

On Saturday night in Ottawa, Giordano sat out his first game of the 
season.  

"We have had to utilize him more [than expected] throughout the season, 
just with the number of injuries that we've dealt with. Now we're in a spot 
where we're healthy and have more depth than ever so we can be smart 
with it," Keefe explained.  

"I get it," the 39-year-old said. "The way we're built, we have a lot of 
depth in every position, but especially on the back end now with so many 
guys. I just had a good conversation with the coaches and understand 
what's going on. But, obviously, as a player you always want to play. It 
sucks watching. But it's pretty obvious we have nine guys that can play, 
so you got to get guys in and out." 

Giordano made it clear earlier this season that he's not interested in 
missing games for load management, and he downplayed the idea he 
needs rest again on Tuesday.  

"It's more for the team," the Toronto native said. "I think with all the 
bodies we have and all the guys we have to get in the lineup, there's 
going to be a rotation and guys in and out on any given night." 

Timothy Liljegren has also been the odd man out at times.  

Gustafsson came out of the lineup in Ottawa despite playing what Keefe 
called his best game as a Leaf the night before.  

Holl sat out Friday's game against the Hurricanes. 

"It is kind of a funny feeling because any time you're out you do feel, 
even subconsciously, like, 'This isn't right,'" Holl admitted. "You want to 
be playing. But that has been the message that there will be a rotation to 
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keep guys fresh. That's important to remember. It isn't really performance 
based for a lot these guys." 

On Tuesday, Schenn will join Brodie on the sideline, which allows 
Gustafsson and Giordano to come back in.  

ContentId(1.1934639): Giordano returns; understands importance of blue 
line 'rotation' 

--- 

Rielly did not take part in Tuesday's morning skate.  

"He had a couple snipes after pre-game skates but, no, he needs the 
rest," said Giordano with a big smile. "We were joking with him." 

The Leafs held a full mandatory skate last Wednesday before facing the 
Colorado Avalanche. Rielly snapped a 12 game goal drought that night. It 
was only his third tally of the season.  

On Friday, the Leafs held an optional skate and Rielly, who almost never 
takes part, was back on the ice. He refused to talk about his schedule 
change afterwards.  

What happened that night against the Hurricanes? Rielly scored another 
beautiful goal.  

"That was a great shot," winger Zach Aston-Reese marvelled after the 
game. "I mean, it's kind of funny looking off one of the better shooters in 
the game." 

That's right, Rielly was on a two-on-one rush with Auston Matthews when 
he snapped home his fourth goal of the season.  

"With Auston you're obviously looking to pass," Rielly insisted on Friday 
night. "The d-man did a good job of taking that away, so just tried to pick 
a corner. I was thinking pass the whole time." 

Rielly was then asked if he's a morning skate guy now.  

"You're on to me," he said with a grin.  

Playing on consecutive nights, the Leafs did not hold a skate on Saturday 
morning. Rielly's goal streak came to an end in Ottawa, but he picked up 
an assist in the win over the Senators.  

ContentId(1.1934680): Leafs Ice Chips: Rielly chooses rest over 
superstition; Brodie out 

--- 

Ilya Samsonov is still on track to play on Tuesday. His wife is due to give 
birth to the couple's first child sometime this week in Toronto.  

"He's waiting on a phone call and that will be that," said Holl with a smile. 
"But he's managing it well." 

Tavares spoke to Samsonov about what to expect, but acknowledges he 
can't relate to this exact situation.  

"I can't imagine," Tavares said. "I know what that was like my first time 
and that was a day or two into training camp."  

Whenever Samsonov gets the call about the baby coming, the 25-year-
old plans to leave immediately. Even during the game?   

"I believe anything is possible in this situation," Keefe confirmed. "That's 
really it. Our staff does a tremendous job of making sure they're 
connecting with his wife and what's happening back there. Trying to do 
all we can to allow Sammy to focus on his job and his game, but we’re, of 
course, understanding that there's a lot going on for him. 

“It's a very unique situation with a goalie more so than a player. But, at 
the same, he's feeling very strongly about staying in the net and staying 
involved and we're still somewhat close in proximity here to be able to get 
back if needed. In talking with him, he's at ease at least to the point 
where he's able to focus on his game here." 
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