
 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 24, 2023 

 

 
 

Hurricanes fall to Rangers in second meeting in three days amid playoff-like atmosphere 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes clinched a playoff berth Thursday, 
but there was no postgame celebration at PNC Arena. 

The Canes were beaten 2-1 by the New York Rangers as 
Igor Shesterkin won his goalie’s duel with Frederik Andersen, 
but Florida’s loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs secured the 
Canes a spot in the Stanley Cup playoffs for a fifth straight 
season. 

“You know what, we should be happy,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “Coming into the season, your goal when 
you hit training camp is to give yourself a chance. 

“Let’s check the box. Now, it’s just let’s make sure we try to 
get better. Can we finish up there? Does it really matter? I 
don’t know. You’re going to be playing somebody good.” 

For the Canes (46-16-8), “up there” would mean winning the 
Metropolitan Division again. Carolina went into Thursday’s 
game in first place, two points ahead of the New Jersey 
Devils. 

But first things first. In Brind’Amour’s first year as coach, 
2018-19, the Canes clawed their way into the playoffs for the 
first time since 2009 with wins late in the regular season. 
This time, they have 100 points and have done it with 12 
games remaining. 

“It’s a big accomplishment,” Brind’Amour said. “With that 
(many) games left, that’s pretty impressive.” 

The Rangers (42-20-10) remain in third place in the Metro 
but are pushing. A 3-2 loss to the Hurricanes in New York on 
Tuesday left New York eight points behind Carolina, but 
they’re back within six after the road win. 

Artemi Panarin had a goal and assist for the Rangers, tying 
the score in the second period and setting up defenseman 
Adam Fox for what would be the winning goal four minutes 
into the third -- for Fox, his first goal in 25 games. 

Sebastian Aho scored for the Canes in the first, wristing a 
shot past Shesterkin from the slot for his 31st. That would be 
the only time Shesterkin was beaten as he picked up his 
33rd win of the season. 

Shesterkin had 29 saves, including two key stops in the 
second period against the Canes’ Jesse Puljujarvi and later 
Brent Burns in the final minute of the period. 

“Shesky was the difference, for sure,” Rangers coach Gerard 
Gallant said. “He made some key saves for us. He gives you 
a chance to win and puts pressure on the other team and the 
other goaltender.” 

The second game in three nights between the two teams 
was easily the more physical of the two. There was a playoff-
type atmosphere in the arena, and Canes fans were loud in 
the first period when Carolina killed off 1:49 of a 5-on-3 
advantage by the Rangers. 

When Aho scored, it might have been louder. 

“That was a big kill at the time and got the crowd going,” Aho 
said. “It was a pretty good game overall. We put that kind of 
effort in, most nights I like our chances.” 

Through the first two periods Thursday, the Canes had the 
edge in shots — 13-3 in the first — and zone time. They 
controlled the pace of play for the most part. 

Aho’s goal came when Jacob Trouba didn’t gap up on him 
defensively. In the second, the Rangers were in transition 
and Panarin had a clear shooting lane from the left circle 
after a feed from Mika Zibanejad. 

It hurt the Canes that they could squeeze little out of their 
three power plays in the game. But their penalty killing was 
on-point against the Rangers. 

“If we score one power-play goal, it’s a lot different story, 
probably,” Aho said. 

But the main story line Thursday was the Canes clinching 
another playoff spot. Win or lose from here, they’re in. 

“That’s the whole point of the regular season, right?” Aho 
said. “We’re going to get another chance to win the whole 
thing, so that’s awesome.” 

Of note: Jordan Staal played in his 730th game with the 
Hurricanes, passing former defenseman Glen Wesley for 
second on the career list behind his brother, Eric (909). 
Jordan Martinook played in his 300th game with the Canes. 
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Hurricanes clinch playoff spot, still have everything to gain over final three weeks 

By Luke DeCock  

On the night the Carolina Hurricanes clinched a fifth straight 
trip to the playoffs, an anticlimax if there ever was one and 
not only because of the result, it was hard to shake the 
sense that there was still so much to play for over these final 
11 games. 

Thursday was a brutal reminder of just how much the 
Hurricanes would stand to gain by finishing ahead of the 
New Jersey Devils and avoiding the New York Rangers in 
the first round. The longer they can avoid the guys who 
ended their season a year ago, the better. 

If Thursday felt like playoff hockey, well, nothing feels more 
like playoff hockey circa 2022 than losing 2-1 to the Rangers 
while outshooting them 30-16 — including 12-0 at five-on-
five in the first period with only a goal to show for it — and 
going 0-for-3 on the power play. 

That’s all too familiar. 

In the wake of that, when Sebastian Aho was informed that 
the Hurricanes had still secured a playoff spot thanks to the 
Florida Panthers’ regulation loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs, 
he replied “that’s awesome,” with all the enthusiasm of a 
man told his dentist would be able to fit him in after all for an 
emergency root canal. 

Still, even if five straight years coming off the Dismal Decade 
is a streak worth recognizing, the absence of any fanfare at 
all in a silent dressing room was significant in its own right, 
and in contrast to the wild celebration of five years ago. Rod 
Brind’Amour had to be told the Hurricanes had clinched, and 
even he had barely more than a shrug to offer. 

“Is that what happened? Then you know what? We should 
be happy,” Brind’Amour said. 

And later: “It says a lot about the group that it’s not what 
we’re playing for.” 

Brind’Amour is right, of course: This isn’t what they’re playing 
for. The goalposts long ago shifted, and what was once a 
finish line of itself is now merely a milepost along a much 
longer road. 

But how long is that road going to be if the Hurricanes have 
to start against the Rangers? 

This was another chapter in a book full of frustration, yet 
another game in which the Hurricanes outplayed the 
Rangers between the boards but not on the scoreboard. 
Frederik Andersen didn’t let them down, almost single-
handedly turning aside a full 109 seconds of two-man 
advantage in the first period, and the Hurricanes still couldn’t 
win the special-teams battle. 

They had chance after chance after chance, and other than 
an Aho ripper on the rush, couldn’t get anything past Igor 
Shesterkin. An old story. 

“We put that effort in, most nights I like our chances,” Aho 
said. 

There’s truth to that, especially coming 48 hours after a 
furious third-period comeback to beat the Rangers at 
Madison Square Garden, but it’s the same trap the 
Hurricanes fell into in their second-round loss to the Rangers 
last May. The scoring arc of the hockey universe may bend 
toward the team with more chances, but over a finite number 
of games, a hot goalie or a hot power play or sheer bad luck 
— and sometimes all three — can overwhelm the tide. 

That’s what happened against the Rangers last year over 
seven games, and Thursday over 60 minutes. Win or lose, 
who wants to go through that again? Right away, at least. 
Especially without Andrei Svechnikov and Max Pacioretty. 

Better to play whichever Metropolitan Division foe limps into 
the playoffs in the first round while the Devils and Rangers 
beat each other into a pulp. The Hurricanes can put 
themselves in that position by staying ahead of the Devils 
over the final four weeks. 

“Can we finish somewhere up there?” Brind’Amour said. 
“Does it really matter? I don’t know. You’re going to be 
playing somebody good.” 

Thursday was proof it really matters. 

They’re in. 

But they’re not done. 

  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 24, 2023 

 

 
 

Hurricanes’ Brind’Amour is mixing and matching his lines – and here’s why it works 

By Cory Lavalette 

Amid a seven-game point drought, the likes of which he 
hadn’t experienced since his rookie season, Sebastian Aho 
was at a pivotal moment. The first three of those games 
presented little cause for concern. The Hurricanes had won 
all three to further tighten their grip on the top spot in the 
Metropolitan Division, and Carolina’s by-committee scoring 
approach had served them well all season, even if the last of 
those games was a nail-biting 1-0 win over the Flyers. 

But everything changed on March 11. The Hurricanes — 
who had scored the only goal of that low-scoring win over 
Philadelphia just 129 seconds into that game — were shut 
out by the visiting Vegas Golden Knights, extending the 
team’s goal drought to nearly 78 minutes. Even more 
concerning was a knee injury to Aho’s linemate, Andrei 
Svechnikov, that sent him to the locker room during the loss. 

Svechnikov returned to finish the game, but it was the last 
time he’ll see the ice this season, after it was discovered he 
had torn his right anterior cruciate ligament and would need 
surgery. 

Carolina’s scoring drought carried over to another shutout 
loss the following night before the Hurricanes broke through 
with a 5-3 home win over the Jets. 

Aho’s pointless streak, however, continued, hitting seven 
games in Carolina’s loss in Toronto last Friday. 

In Svechnikov’s absence, Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour had tried newcomer Jesse Puljujarvi on the top 
line alongside Aho, hoping to rekindle the chemistry the 
longtime friends had on Finland’s World Junior 
Championship team in 2016. 

With that not working, Brind’Amour again reshuffled his lines, 
deciding to break up the one trio that had stayed together 
most of the season — Jordan Staal centering Jordan 
Martinook and Jesper Fast — by taking Martinook off of 
Staal’s wing and inserting him alongside Aho. 

Martinook has long been Brind’Amour’s fixer, a straight-line, 
no-frills player whose lack of flair is made up for with his 
boundless energy and determination. 

It took less than a period for Aho to snap out of his funk, 
scoring from the slot off a Martin Necas pass. He scored 
twice more, getting his seventh career hat trick and third this 
season with a highlight-reel goal that victimized former 
teammate Tony DeAngelo. 

“I think as a team we were pretty cool for a little while, so it’s 
nice to get the big guy going,” Staal said of Aho. 

Then in New York on Tuesday, Brind’Amour reorganized his 
lines again, reuniting Staal and Fast but putting Stefan 
Noesen on the left wing while also shifting Martinook 
opposite of Teuvo Teravainen on Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s line. 

Again, success. 

Noesen, bumped up a line, tied the game just past the 
midway point of the third period. Then Teravainen — left 
open by the Rangers after New York defenseman Adam Fox 
marked Martinook to goalie Igor Shesterkin’s left — 
redirected a Brent Burns pass into the New York net with 
2:33 left to give Carolina a 3-2 win. 

The loss of Svechnikov has made one thing more noticeable 
than perhaps ever before: The Hurricanes, who lost to the 
Rangers 2-1 on Thursday, may not have a traditional game-
breaker up front, but their forwards, if playing Carolina’s 
system correctly, can be mixed and matched until the team 
finds a spark. 

“For me, it was tough to single anybody out as the 
difference-maker,” Brind’Amour said after the win at MSG. 
“Everybody had a hand in it. And I think not just because of 
what’s going on here this year with injuries and whatnot. It’s 
just made it that much more. I think we were always like that, 
but now it’s even more so. We’re gonna need everyone 
contributing.” 

That often starts with Martinook, who is having his best 
season with the Hurricanes and has been reliable in both a 
shutdown role with Staal and Fast or, more recently, as a 
quick fix to jump-start another line. 

“It’s just pace and a little energy to your line, and sometimes 
that’s all it takes,” Brind’Amour said. “(With) Marty, we know 
whatever line he’s been on has been effective throughout his 
time here. He’s kind of a catalyst. 

“Whether I keep that together or go back to it again, it’s kind 
of it’s comforting from a coach’s standpoint to know what 
certain guys can do for the group, and then it’s just a matter 
of getting everyone else to piece it all together.” 

The flexibility up and down the lineup — whether it means 
moving one player from the third or fourth line to the top six 
or having several players who take faceoffs in different 
situations — allows Carolina to continuously pressure 
opponents and maintain possession, regardless of the 
players on the ice. 
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“I think a lot of it is system,” forward Derek Stepan said. “The 
style of play that we play, outside of the guy taking a faceoff 
— which a lot of lines have two that can do it — the system 
is set up so that it doesn’t matter if you’re playing left, right, 
center, you just play the game in the system. So I think that 
makes it a lot easier.” 

There’s always an adjustment, but Stepan said new 
linemates are quick to work through any unfamiliarity. 

“Communicating is huge,” he said, “and I think whenever we 
switch lines, I think there’s a lot more communication 
between the guys that haven’t played together a whole lot 
and it just kind of works that way.” 

The system also allows Carolina to play everyone more 
frequently and not rely solely on its top players. 

While the Avalanche, for example, have four forwards 
averaging more than 20 minutes a night (and a fourth, Valeri 
Nichushkin, nearly there at 19:54), the Hurricanes have no 
one up front averaging 20-plus minutes and just three 
players over 18 minutes a night, led by Aho’s 19:27. One of 
the other two, Svechnikov, is out. The next nine in ice time 
among current forwards play between 16:40 (Teravainen) 
and 12 minutes (Noesen), and the top 10 forwards in even-
strength ice time are separated by under 2 1/2 minutes per 
game. 

“This time of the year, it’s important to be able to have that 
luxury,” Stepan said of the team’s balanced ice time. 
“Obviously, we know who our big boys are, the game-
changers, and we’re going to need them to be able to play 
big minutes. But this time of the year, it’s nice to be able to 
have the luxury of maybe not having them play 20, 25 
minutes at night.” 

It all softens the blow of losing Svechnikov, who had 23 
goals and 55 points in 64 games before being knocked out 
for the year. 

“We lost a big piece,” Staal said, “so we’re trying to find lines 
that will fit for everyone and make sure that we have a 
competitive edge on everyone.” 

It also gives someone like Puljujarvi a chance to learn his 
way around his new team without having to alter what he’s 
supposed to do. What he would do on the top line with Aho is 
the same as what is expected of him on the fourth line, 
where he’s currently playing. 

“Any time you come to a new team, it’s difficult,” Stepan, with 
his fourth NHL team, said. “You want to try to get as 
comfortable as possible. 

“I think that’s the key for (Puljujarvi). And whatever that may 
be for him right now, he’s just got to continue to try to get to 
that point. He’s playing good hockey. … I’ll start worrying 
when he doesn’t have the chances, he’s not getting the 
looks, that’s when I’ll start to throw a red flag up. But this 
game is hard. It’s not easy to score, especially at this time of 
the year, and he’s just got to keep pushing. I think the more 
comfortable he gets, the better he’ll feel.” 

And if he needs an up-close look at how he can be most 
effective with the Hurricanes, he should just look to 
Martinook. 

“He’s a simple player that competes hard and goes after 
pucks and pressures teams and players,” Staal said of 
Martinook. “He’s a player that you know where he is on the 
ice and what he’s about to do and what he brings every 
night, and he does it consistently. 

“He’s a Carolina Hurricane to a T.” 

 

  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 24, 2023 

 

Hurricanes’ NHL goal song rankings: From grunge to Jock Jams and everything in between 

By M. Lazerus, S. Powers and J. McKenzie 

Goal songs in NHL arenas are a perfect way to bring home 
fans to their feet in celebration. They’re an extension of the 
joy one feels when their favorite team has scored a goal, 
whether to open a game or to cap off an overtime thriller. 
Some songs have been staples in their arena for quite some 
time, while others are newer, as teams try to modernize their 
fan experience. 

But not all goal songs are created equally. 

We (Mark Lazerus, Scott Powers and Julian McKenzie) 
asked The Athletic’s subscribers to rate every NHL goal song 
from 1-10 (10 being the best), so we could determine once 
and for all which team has the best one. More than 2,500 of 
you took the challenge. Here are the results, with your 
comments (and some of our own). 

(Note: The Buffalo Sabres, Florida Panthers and Washington 
Capitals use only individual songs for each player, so they’re 
not included in this ranking.) 

1. Seattle Kraken: ‘Lithium’ by Nirvana (6.63 average) 

Lazerus: This is almost cheating, picking an all-time song 
from an all-time band. But it’s Seattle, man. It works. 

Powers: Laz, I’m shocked you didn’t make a push for Pearl 
Jam instead. I do think “Leash” would make for a great goal 
song somewhere. 

Reader comments: 

    “Lithium instantly became one of the best goal songs in 
the league. Using a legendary local band just makes it even 
better.” 

    “Nirvana’s Lithium. Hands down. The best.” 

2. Ottawa Senators: ‘Song 2’ by Blur (6.54) 

Lazerus: This was the Penguins’ goal song back when I 
covered them right out of school TWENTY-TWO years ago. 
The classics never die. 

McKenzie: Can’t beat the classics. Even with “Song 2,” a 
song that has seemingly been associated with some kind of 
sport since its release. 

Reader comments: 

    “Song 2 has been used in Ottawa for YEARS. Please 
select a new goal song. Love, Sens fan” 

    “Not a Sens fan, but Song 2 is absolutely the greatest goal 
song of the last 20 years.” 

    “I am sure music freaks are going to drool over Ottawa 
using a Blur song. NO. It is a BAD CHOICE for a goal song. 
a goal song is supposed to make people CHANT and GO 

CRAZY and think YEAH WE ARE GOING TO F—— KILL 
THIS GUY.” 

    “Song 2 is so simple and to the point. Woo-hoo. Don’t 
need to say anymore. It’s perfect.” 

3. Chicago Blackhawks: ‘Chelsea Dagger’ by The Fratellis 
(6.48) 

Powers: Put me in the category of the Blackhawks needing a 
change. The song defines the period of the three Stanley 
Cups. It’s time for something different. There are so many 
great Chicago musicians to choose from, too. 

Lazerus: The song that haunts my dreams. Well, less so this 
season because they so rarely score goals. 

Reader comments: 

    “Can’t stand the Blackhawks but Chelsea Dagger is 
objectively the best song in the league.” 

    “I truly can’t stand Chelsea Dagger and hope they don’t 
get Bedard so I don’t have to hear it as often.” 

    “Chelsea Dagger is the definition of either you love it or 
hate it. Personally I love it.” 

4. New York Rangers: ‘Slapshot’ by Ray Castoldi (6.39) 

McKenzie: It’s an easy, catchy song to sing when the 
Rangers score at the Garden. Sometimes, simplicity works 
best. 

Lazerus: Meh. 

Reader comment: 

    “The Rangers might be the most generic hockey team in 
the league, and kudos to them for finding their generic 
equivalent of a song.” 

5. Minnesota Wild: ‘Shout’ by The Isley Brothers (6.03) 

Lazerus: What, was Prince’s “Let’s Go Crazy” too cool or 
something? 

McKenzie: Love the Isley Brothers. Love this pick. If you’re 
not going to pick Prince, this is a cool, unique pick. 

Reader comments: 

    “Shout — great goal song, great party song, great 
singalong… it’s just perfect.”. 

    “Shout is by far the worst, as a Wild fan. How is that 
supposed to excite you and get you amped up?” 

6. Boston Bruins: ‘KernKraft 400’ by Zombie Nation (5.79) 

Lazerus: I’ve lost all faith in our readership. How is this in the 
top 31, let alone the top 10? 
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Reader comments: 

    “Zombie Nation and Chelsea Dagger need to die.” 

    “Am I allowed to hate the Bruins’ song simply because of 
all the traumatic memories of my childhood — being a 
Canucks fan?” 

7. Columbus Blue Jackets: ‘For Those About to Rock’ by 
AC/DC (5.71) 

Powers: As a visitor, you can never prepare yourself for the 
cannon well enough. 

Lazerus: Nah, you’ve just got to learn the choreography. 
“FOR THOSE ABOUT TO ROCK, FIRE (cover ears) WE 
SALUUUUUTE YOU!” 

Reader comments: 

    “Intro to Columbus may be unmatched. Horn, vocals, 
instruments. Fire. (This from a) Minnesota fan” 

    “AC/DC wails, so props to the Flames and Blue Jackets 
for utilizing them. Blue Jackets lose a few points for 
transitioning to some pop song that features some sort of 
stupid chanting, which is a massive turn-off for me when it 
comes to sports anthems; the chanting comes off as too 
contrived and calculated.” 

8. Arizona Coyotes: ‘Howlin’ For You’ by The Black Keys 
(5.59) 

Lazerus: Good tune, good band, good wordplay. 

Powers: Who would have thought Mullet Arena would hear 
this song as much as it has this season? 

Reader comments: 

    “Boston and NYR have the most iconic goal songs in 
hockey, but I think people sleep on Arizona. That s— slaps!” 

    “The Coyotes have to have the worst song behind the 
Blackhawks, which I naturally hate because I am a Blues 
fan.” 

9. New York Islanders: ‘Crowd Chant’ by Joe Satriani (5.52) 

Lazerus: The “Yes! Yes! Yes!” chant after goals was the best 
thing in the NHL. That it immediately followed one of the very 
worst goal songs in the NHL made it all the better. 

Reader comments: 

    “The Islanders use of Joe Satriani feels so dated and 
uninspired, like they went to a bunch of Wild or Rangers 
games in 2006 and said ‘If it’s good enough for them, it’s 
good enough for us.’ So much good music has come from 
Long Island. Why choose to sound so generic?” 

    “The entire Islander fanbase is begging for a new goal 
song but can’t figure out what it would be.” 

10. Dallas Stars: ‘Puck Off’ by Pantera (5.51) 

Powers: This would have been in my top five. 

Lazerus: This one is great live in the arena and belongs 
higher. It’s one thing to have a band write a goal song just for 
you. It’s another thing to have freaking PANTERA do it. 

Reader comment: 

    “The Dallas Stars’ song by Pantera is perfect. It has strong 
ties to the local music scene and bespoke songs get extra 
credit in my book.” 

11. Pittsburgh Penguins: ‘Party Hard’ by Andrew W.K. (5.50) 

McKenzie: One of the best in the league. Also great as a 
standalone song. 

Lazerus: This one doesn’t really work all that great as a goal 
song, but I love it all the same because of the way Andrew 
W.K. embraced it back in 2015. That was fun stuff. So glad 
the Penguins brought it back after abandoning it. 

Reader comment: 

    “Pittsburgh is a 20/10. Absolutely perfect.” 

12. Nashville Predators: ‘I Like It, I Love It’ by Tim McGraw 
and ‘Gold on the Ceiling’ by The Black Keys (5.42) 

Lazerus: Love the Black Keys, want to vomit every time I 
hear the Tim McGraw part. 

Powers: I know Nashville fans think I hate them for my Norris 
Trophy voting, but this song is just so fitting for this place. 
The atmosphere is among the best in the league. 

Reader comments: 

    “Nashville should never change their goal song. It’s perfect 
for Nashville and the atmosphere in Bridgestone Arena.” 

    “The Preds is the only goal song I consider absolutely 
atrocious.” 

    “Tim McGraw and the Nashville Predators has haunted my 
dreams for years now. It’s hard to explain how irrationally 
angry that song makes me.” 

13. Calgary Flames: ‘TNT’ by AC/DC (5.41) 

McKenzie: The Flames will start with “TNT” before adding an 
individual goal song. I get a kick out of hearing this classic 
rock song before it jumps to random songs such as “Nas Is 
Like” by Nas. (Guess which Flames player has that song as 
their goal song. One guess.) 

Lazerus: I love the flames shooting out of the corners of the 
rink while “TNT” blares. You can feel the heat in that 
dangling death box of doom they call a press box. 

Reader comment: 
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    “It’s Leafs and Bruins. then Flames. then everyone else.” 

14. San Jose Sharks: ‘Get Ready for This’ by 2 Unlimited 
(5.40) 

Powers: We need to convince The Athletic’s Corey Masisak 
to track down the Belgium dance music duo of 2 Unlimited to 
get their thoughts on the Sharks still playing this song. 

Lazerus: Did Sharks fans pick this as a gag back in 2016? 
Like a Boaty McBoatface situation? I can’t believe we’re 
doing Jock Jams in the year 2023. 

Reader comments: 

    “I sincerely hate the anthems that are basketball arena 
music. Like, c’mon Sharks.” 

    “I didn’t think any of them could be worse than the Wild, 
and then I heard the Sharks.” 

15. Toronto Maple Leafs: ‘You Make My Dreams’ by Hall and 
Oates (5.30) 

Lazerus: First time I heard this, I thought it was a gag. 
Second time I heard this, I hated it. But after 10,000 times, I 
can’t lie, I friggin’ love it. And I cover the Blackhawks, so I 
hear it a *lot* when I’m in Toronto. Top five in the league for 
me. 

Powers: We could have devoted another story to people’s 
opinions on this song. 

Reader comments: 

    “As a Bruins fan, I can’t stand the Leafs goal song. It is f—
king annoying. But I guess that just means it is good. 9/10.” 

    “I know I’m in the minority as a Leafs fan, but I don’t 
understand the hate for Hall and Oates. It’s such a different 
vibe than all the generic meh rock-sounding goal songs out 
there that all blend together. It’s a ton of fun, and it’s the vibe 
of a team I want to cheer for when they score a goal. 

16. Winnipeg Jets: ‘Gonna Celebrate’ by The Phantoms 
(5.17) 

Lazerus: The Jets get the best of both worlds, with a team 
song followed by an individual song. I’m torn on the concept, 
though. There’s something so communal about a goal song. 
Not to mention how many times a goal is credited to the 
wrong guy at first. 

Reader comment: 

    “I like individual goal songs. Credit to Winnipeg Jets.” 

17. New Jersey Devils: ‘Howl’ by Gaslight Anthem (5.13) 

Powers: This is one of the few bands I actually listen to. I 
approve. 

Reader comments: 

    “I love New Jersey’s ‘Howl’ from Gaslight Anthem. Even if 
my team gets scored upon, I’m not getting a headache or 
annoyed like some other teams.” 

    “The ‘You Suck’ thing that we as Devils fans continue to 
do is brutal. What, are we a bunch of 10-year-olds? I’m sick 
of the goal song being more about the other team. Time to 
move on. I always thought the intro to ‘Shout at The Devil’ or 
the outro to ‘Born to Run’ would be awesome goal songs. If 
fans chant ‘You Suck’ they should be kicked out of the arena. 
Time to grow up. Our team is 40 years old.” 

18. Anaheim Ducks: ‘Bro Hymn’ by Pennywise (5.10) 

Lazerus: This ranking is outrageous. HOW DO WE HAVE 
JOCK JAMS AHEAD OF (the admittedly horribly named) 
BRO HYMN? 

Reader comments: 

    “Bro Hymn is the perfect goal song. It’s easy to pick up 
even if you’ve never heard it before”. 

    “No particular love for the Ducks, but the choice of Bro 
Hymn as their goal song is a 10 hands down. All-Time 
classic song. No notes.” 

19. Vegas Golden Knights: ‘Vegas Lights’ by Panic! At The 
Disco (5.05) 

Lazerus: This just does not work. Not live, not on TV. “Viva 
Las Vegas,” corny as it is, would work better than this. 

Powers: I agree. For everything the Golden Knights do right, 
this could be done better. 

Reader comment: 

    “Can’t believe how seamlessly Vegas Lights fits as a goal 
song. May Vegas never change it.” 

20. Los Angeles Kings: ‘LA Kings Goal Song (Hey, Hey)’ by 
Twilight Trio (4.81) 

Lazerus: Super generic. Like the goal song from an 
unlicensed video game. Just let Dieter Ruhle go nuts on the 
organ after each goal. 

Reader comments: 

    “As a Kings fan, I just wish ours was a little more creative. 
It sounds similar to the Rangers’ goal song. Bring back ‘I 
Love LA’ by Randy Newman!” 

    “Kings ripping off NYR. Bad look.” 

    “I love teams that created their own original songs. It 
stands out from everyone else and screams for an 
advantage.” 

21. Vancouver Canucks: ‘Don’t You (Forget About Me)’ by 
Simple Minds (4.79) 
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Lazerus: I nearly fell out of the press box upon hearing this at 
Rogers Arena this season. How is this a goal song? It’s got 
all the camp of Hall and Oates with none of the fun. It’d be 
better if every player celebrated every goal by raising a fist 
and freeze-framing, Judd Nelson-style. 

Reader comments: 

    “Vancouver’s song is a prime example of their disarray.” 

    “As much as I like the Canucks’ goal song, I give it a bad 
grade because it sounds less like a celebration of a goal and 
more like a desperate plea for relevancy. Honestly baffled 
that anyone in the organization green-lit that one.” 

22. Carolina Hurricanes: ‘Raise Up’ by Petey Pablo (4.70) 

McKenzie: I am so mad this song is ranked as low as it is. 
This ranking is an affront to North Carolina and everyone 
who raises up, takes their shirt off, twists it ’round their heads 
and spins it like a helicopter. This is one of my favorite goal 
songs in the league. 

Powers: Yeah, I thought this song would have finished much 
higher, too. 

Reader comments: 

    “I’m an Avs fan, and couldn’t care less about the Canes. 
But Carolina has the best goal song and it’s not even close.” 

    “The general lack of hip-hop is just sad.” 

    “People are going to hate the Hurricanes one, but it works 
so well in the arena. Perfect goal song for that team.” 

    “Also a huge fan of the Canes’ ‘Raise Up’. I wish more 
teams would branch out like that instead of commissioning 
the 100th straight iteration of “Woah Woah HEY HEY!” 

23. Montreal Canadiens: ‘Canadiens Goal Song’ by Antoine 
Beck (4.56) 

Lazerus: Hey. Hey. Hey. Hey. Heyzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz… 

Reader comments: 

    Hot take: I never really liked this goal song. I much 
preferred when they had “Vertigo” by U2. 

    “Habs should bring back Le But from Loco Locass ….!!!” 

24. Detroit Red Wings: ‘Let’s Go Red Wings’ by Fred Coury 
(4.54) 

Powers: Of note, the person who wrote this song was the 
drummer for the glam metal band Cinderella. He’s apparently 
a big hockey fan. 

Reader comment: 

    “The Blues and Wings are both terrible generic songs.” 

25. Edmonton Oilers: ‘Fluxland’ by XL (4.52) 

Lazerus: I’ve said it before, I’ll say it again: Bring back 
Metric’s “Stadium Love”! 

McKenzie: Seconded. 

Reader comment: 

    “Fluxland is probably the best Oilers goal song they’ve 
ever had. Massive improvement over ‘Hell Ya!’ by Rev 
Theory.” 

26. St. Louis Blues: ‘Let’s Go Blues’ by The Urge (4.50) 

Lazerus: The organist playing “When the Saints Go Marching 
In” is the best part of a Blues goal. 

Reader comments: 

    “The Blues song is just so bad.” 

    “I love that the Blues have their own unique song that has 
a big band feel. The song reflects the team name, 
awesome.” 

27. Philadelphia Flyers: ‘Celtic Invasion (Becky Lynch’s 
entrance music)’ by CFO$ (4.44) 

Lazerus: I know the hockey/wrestling Venn diagram is 
basically a circle, but I’m not feeling this one. 

Reader comments: 

    “Philly should have to pick a new one, Becky Lynch is 
associated with being the best and winning championships, 
clearly Philly didn’t get the memo.” 

    “The Flyers goal song is absolutely horrific” 

28. Tampa Bay Lightning: ‘Goons’ by Mona  (4.44) 

Lazerus: At least the Tesla coils are cool as hell. 

Reader comment: 

    “Lightning fan here and I hate ours. It’s just bland. When 
Stamkos scores, they play ‘Hammer time’ which is kinda 
neat.” 

29. Colorado Avalanche: Chase The Sun by Planet Funk 
(3.34) 

McKenzie: Probably because they already use “All The Small 
Things” in the third period. I know other teams also do this, 
but it’s Colorado’s thing now. They might be better off asking 
for Nathan MacKinnon’s opinion for a new goal song, even if 
it means he’ll probably choose something from Gunna (If he 
does, just use the hook from Gunna and Lil Baby’s “Drip Too 
Hard”). 

Reader comments: 

    “There’s so many good ones and that’s the song the 
Colorado Avalanche pick?” “WTV is the Avs song?” 
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Canes Clinch Fifth Consecutive Playoff Berth 

Stanley Cup Playoffs to begin on April 17 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes are headed to the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs once again, locking up their spot 
Thursday night by way of the Florida Panthers losing to the 
Toronto Maple Leafs. 
 
Earning a berth for the fifth consecutive season, the Canes 
are now 5/5 in achieving a place in the playoffs with Rod 
Brind'Amour as the team's head coach. Amassing a record 
of 220-102-36, it stands as the NHL's third-best regular 
season record over that time. 
 
Carolina nailed down back-to-back 100-point regular 
seasons for the first time in team history on Tuesday, 
achieving the accomplishment in just 69 games. 
 
The group is also just the second in the NHL to solidify its 
position in the Stanley Cup Playoffs, joining the Boston 
Bruins. 

 
After winning the Central Division in the 2020-21 season and 
then the Metropolitan Division last year, Carolina will now try 
to win a division title for a third consecutive year. With 12 
games remaining in the regular season, the team will play six 
more regular season games at PNC Arena. Carolina 
currently touts an average attendance of 19,655 through 35 
home games, ranking second among all NHL clubs. 
 
The team has won at least one round in the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs over the last four years, but the group remains in 
search of bringing the franchise its second Stanley Cup, and 
the first since 2006. 
 
Information regarding playoff tickets, and which jerseys the 
team will wear for the playoff run, will be announced at a 
later date. 
 
The Stanley Cup Playoffs will begin on Monday, April 17. 

Recap: Rangers Take Tight Victory Over Canes 

Carolina still clinches playoff berth by way of Toronto's 
regulation victory over Florida 
 
By Walt Ruff 
 
RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes and New York 
Rangers played to another one-goal score on Thursday 
night, this time with the Rangers coming out on top, 2-1. 
 
The Story 
 
Rounding out their four-game regular season series, the 
home team came out of the gate with their foot on the gas. 
 
Tuesday's first period between the same two clubs was very 
evenly contested, but tonight Carolina held New York to just 
three shots in the opening 20 minutes. All three came during 
a 1:50 segment of five-on-three time for the Rangers, where 
they also hit the outside of the post at least once. Outside of 
that, it was all Canes, including a late-period tally from 
Sebastian Aho. 
 

Aho's 31st of the season was the 44th time this season that 
Carolina earned first blood, allowing the club to take a 1-0 
lead to the second period. 
 
In the second, the Metropolitan Division leaders were able to 
keep testing Igor Shesterkin, forcing him to make several big 
stops to keep his team from falling behind by two. 
 
The 2022 Vezina Trophy winner came up in a big way 
though, eventually allowing his team to find the game-tying 
goal. Artemi Panarin found just an inch of space off of his 
defender, one-timing a setup from Mika Zibanejad past 
Frederik Andersen. 
 
Moving to the third at 1-1, the two sides played very tight in 
the third, each registering just five shots. 
 
However, one of those five would find twine for New York, as 
Adam Fox fit a perfectly placed shot above the corner of 
Andersen for the game-winner. 
 
They Said It 
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Rod Brind'Amour expressing his assessment of the contest, 
post-game... 
 
"We needed to get more [out of the first period], obviously. 
We couldn't really do much better from a period standpoint. 
Honestly, the whole game we did exactly what we had to do. 
We took a tiny breather on one [New York goal] and that's 
what they do (score). They have world-class talent and they 
make you pay. We did everything we needed to do to win, it 
just didn't happen... Their goalie made some really big 
saves. They get the two-on-one and it's in the net. We get 
the same chance and he made a great save. Tip your hat. 
That's how that team goes. They're a talented team and 
they've got a good goalie." 
 
Martin Necas speaking on the playoff-like environment at 
PNC Arena and his overall thoughts on the contest... 
 
"It felt like the playoffs and it was fun to play in a game like 
that. The crowd was really loud. It felt like we were on our 
game, but just a couple of mistakes there gave them the 
goals. That decided the game." 
 
Sebastian Aho on Rod Brind'Amour's impact on the 
organization since becoming the head coach, now making it 
5/5 on trips to the playoffs under his guidance... 

 
"What he's brought is definitely culture. He set the tone really 
high. Everyone has been executing Roddy's plan, which is 
hard-working, honest group of guys." 
 
Bonus Notes 
 
- The Canes fall to 46-16-8 with the defeat. 
- Jordan Staal played in his 730th game as a member of the 
team this evening, passing Glen Wesley for sole possession 
of the second-most games played in team history. Only 
Jordan's brother, Eric, has more (909). 
- Jalen Chatfield played in his 100th NHL game tonight. 
- Carolina clinches a playoff berth for a fifth consecutive 
season, thanks to the Toronto Maple Leafs victory over the 
Florida Panthers. The Stanley Cup Playoffs begin on April 
17. 
  
What's Next? 
 
The Canes will be off on Friday, before hosting Toronto and 
Boston for a weekend back-to-back at PNC Arena. Sunday 
against Boston is the team's annual Whalers Night. 
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Fox, Rangers gain in Metropolitan with win against Hurricanes 

By Kurt Dusterberg 
 
RALEIGH, N.C. -- Adam Fox scored in the third period, and 
the New York Rangers rallied for a 2-1 win against the 
Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena on Thursday. 
 
Fox pinched from the blue line and scored blocker side off a 
pass from Artemi Panarin for a 2-1 lead at 4:01. It was his 
first goal since Jan. 23 (25 games). 
 
"I found [Panarin] and I was able to be up there as the fourth 
guy," Fox said. "He found me, and I was able to put it in." 
 
Panarin had a goal and an assist, and Igor Shesterkin made 
29 saves for the Rangers (42-20-10). Mika Zibanejad had 
two assists. 
 
New York is in third place in the Metropolitan Division. They 
moved within four points of the New Jersey Devils for 
second, and six of Carolina. 
 
"'Shesky' kept us in that hockey game," New York coach 
Gerard Gallant said. "We found a way to battle back and get 
into it. For two periods, I didn't like the way we played." 
 
Sebastian Aho scored, and Frederik Andersen made 14 
saves for the Hurricanes (46-16-8), who clinched a berth in 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs after the game when the Toronto 
Maple Leafs won 6-2 against the Florida Panthers. 
 
Carolina is two points ahead of New Jersey for first in the 
Metropolitan. It has reached the playoffs in each of Rod 
Brind'Amour's five seasons as coach (220-102-36). 
 
"Their goalie made some real big saves," Brind'Amour said. 
"So, tip your hat. Obviously, we know that's how that team 
goes. Great, talented team, and they've got a good goalie." 
 
Aho gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 16:47 of the first 
period. He collected a pass from Martin Necas in the neutral 
zone and backed off the defense before scoring on a wrist 
shot from the edge of the right face-off circle. 
 
The goal came less than five minutes after the Hurricanes 
killed 1:49 of a two-man advantage for the Rangers. 

 
"That was a big kill at the time," Aho said. "Freddie in the 
pipes made some huge saves there. We took that 
momentum to 5-on-5, and we were better the rest of that first 
period." 
 
Carolina outshot New York 13-3 in the first. 
 
"We need to get more out of it, honestly, but we couldn't do 
much better from a period standpoint," Brind'Amour said. 
"The whole game, we were doing exactly what we had to 
do." 
 
Shesterkin kept it a one-goal game at 7:14 of the second 
period, when he stretched across the crease to stop Jesse 
Puljujarvi's one-timer off a pass from Derek Stepan. 
 
"It was a straight shot, he shot on my blocker," Shesterkin 
said. "Basically, it was all blue line shots without traffic. [The 
team] always plays great in front of me." 
 
Panarin tied it 1-1 at 10:33 of the second period when he 
took a pass from Zibanejad and scored on a one-timer from 
the left circle. 
 
The line of Panarin, Zibanejad and Vladimir Tarasenko 
combined for five points. 
 
"I don't think everything works yet, but we're trying to find a 
way to score in every game and don't give up goals," 
Tarasenko said. "I think we're making progress, but I don't 
think it's the best we can do." 
 
NOTES: Carolina became the second team this season to 
clinch a playoff berth; the Boston Bruins clinched March 11. 
… New York played without defenseman Ryan Lindgren; he 
returned from an upper-body injury Tuesday after missing 11 
games. … Fox has one goal and five assists during a six-
game point streak. … Zibanejad has multipoint games in five 
of the past six (11 points; five goals, six assists). … The 
Rangers' 16 shots were their fewest this season. ... Forward 
Jordan Staal played his 730th game with Carolina to pass 
defenseman Glen Wesley for second-most in Hurricanes 
history; only Eric Staal has played more (909). 
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Fox ends scoring drought as Rangers clip Hurricanes 2-1 

By Bob Sutton 
 
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Adam Fox created excitement for 
the New York Rangers even though he said the best way to 
beat the Carolina Hurricanes is to keep things on he quiet 
side. 
 
Fox ended a 24-game stretch without a goal and the 
Rangers overcame the Hurricanes for a 2-1 victory Thursday 
night. 
 
“To beat them, it kind of has to be a boring game,” Fox said. 
“It has been a while (since I scored), but it’s not my game to 
put the puck in the back of the net.” 
 
The Hurricanes picked up a nice consolation prize because 
shortly after the final horn they secured a spot in the playoffs. 
 
Fox scored at 4:01 of the third period and the Rangers 
forged a split of a two-game set this week among 
Metropolitan Division contenders. 
 
Artemi Panarin also scored and assisted on the goal-ahead 
goal. Mika Zibanejad had two assists for the Rangers. Igor 
Shesterkin made 29 saves. 
 
Sebastian Aho had Carolina’s goal and Frederik Anderson 
stopped 14 shots. The Hurricanes clinched an Eastern 
Conference playoff spot when the Florida Panthers lost to 
Winnipeg. 
 
Carolina will be in the postseason for the fifth year in a row, 
all since Rod Brind’Amour became coach. 
 
“Proud of the way we played in the game and I think if we 
play like that, most nights you’re going to get a win,” 
Brind’Amour said. 
 
The Rangers have points in eight of their last nine games (7-
1-1). 
 
The Hurricanes scored three third-period goals to rally for 
Tuesday night’s 3-2 victory at New York. 
 
Shesterkin was too spectacular this time. 
 
“Shesterkin was the difference, for sure,” Rangers coach 
Gerard Gallant said. 
 
Fox, a defenseman, gave the Rangers their first lead 
Thursday night with his 11th goal of the season. Panarin’s 
pass set up the goal. 

 
“You’re going to have to move the puck against them to have 
your chances,” Fox said. 
 
New York didn’t have a shot on goal until nearly 11 minutes 
into the game. That attempt came during a 5-on-3 power 
play that lasted 1:49 and resulted in Carolina fans roaring at 
a playoff-like volume. 
 
“We needed to get more out of it,” Brind’Amour said of the 
opening period. “We couldn’t do much better from a period 
standpoint. Honestly, the whole game we were doing exactly 
what we had to do.” 
 
Aho’s team-high 31st goal came at 16:47 of the first period 
as Carolina began a four-game homestand. 
 
The Rangers had enough patience to weather the storm. 
 
“We’re a good team,” Gallant said. “We got a lot of good 
hockey players. You find a way to stick around and win a 
hockey game.” 
 
Panarin tied it at 10:33 of the second on just the eighth shot 
of the game for the Rangers. 
 
ANOTHER SURPRISE 
 
Rangers forward Vincent Trocheck played with the 
Hurricanes last season, so this is his first season as 
Shesterkin’s teammate. He said he’s still surprised by what 
the goalie does. 
 
Gallant is more used to seeing this. 
 
“He gives you a chance to win and puts a lot of pressure on 
the other team and the other goaltending,” Gallant said. 
 
NOTES: Rangers D Ryan Lindgren was out of the lineup. He 
returned from an 11-game absence with an upper-body 
injury to play Tuesday night. … Carolina’s first-period penalty 
kill marked its longest with a two-man disadvantage in 6½ 
years. … The Rangers, who eliminated Carolina in the 2022 
playoffs, won three of four meetings with the Hurricanes this 
season. 
 
UP NEXT Rangers: At Florida on Saturday, 
 
Hurricanes: Host Toronto on Saturday.
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NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, biggest offseason decisions 

By Kristen Shilton 
 
While the playoff races head down the final stretch, it's never 
too early to ponder the moves that teams are going to be 
making this offseason. Whether it's decisions on which 
pending free agents to re-sign, trades to make or personnel 
changes behind the bench or in the front office, all 32 teams 
have some big questions to answer. 
 
For this week's edition of the NHL Power Rankings, we 
identify those big summer questions for each club. 
 
How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 
 
Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the most 
recent edition, published March 17. Points percentages are 
through Thursday's games. 
 
1. Boston Bruins 
 
Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 80.99% 
Next seven days: vs. TB (March 25), @ CAR (March 26), vs. 
NSH (March 28), vs. CBJ (March 30) 
 
Boston's big summer decisions likely hinge on what happens 
in the next two months. If the Bruins go on a long playoff run, 
will that satisfy Patrice Bergeron and David Krejci into 
retirement? If Boston doesn't, will those veterans return for 
another season? And, after giving up a first-round pick to 
acquire Tyler Bertuzzi, will Boston attempt to -- or be capable 
of -- keeping him long term? The future isn't always so clear 
when a team's present is this exciting. 
 
2. Carolina Hurricanes 
 
Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 71.43% 
Next seven days: vs. TOR (March 25), vs. BOS (March 26), 
vs. TB (March 28), @ DET (March 30) 
 
Carolina has a choice to make in net. Both Frederik 
Andersen and Antti Raanta are pending unrestricted free 
agents. Meanwhile, 23-year-old Pyotr Kochetkov is signed to 
a four-year, $8 million deal that kicks in next season. Is 
Kochetkov the Hurricanes' starter-to-be? If not, who is? And 
will GM Don Waddell look outside of Andersen and Raanta 
for that answer? 
 

3. New Jersey Devils 
 
Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 69.01% 
Next seven days: @ BUF (March 24), vs. OTT (March 25), 
@ NYI (March 27), vs. NYR (March 30) 
 
New Jersey swung for the fences getting Timo Meier at the 
deadline. But what's next? Meier is a pending restricted free 
agent owed $10 million on his qualifying offer. Can New 
Jersey lock Meier up on an extension instead? Or are the 
Devils prepared to pay such a high price for one more 
season -- with the same long-term status question looming 
down the road? 
 
4. Toronto Maple Leafs 
 
Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 66.90% 
Next seven days: @ CAR (March 25), @ NSH (March 26), 
vs. FLA (March 29) 
 
Toronto's GM Kyle Dubas is on an expiring contract. The 
most defining decision of the Leafs' offseason will be 
whether to renew Dubas' pact or bring on a new GM to take 
his place. It's no secret that how Toronto fares in the 
upcoming playoffs will play a major role in that outcome. 
 
5. New York Rangers 
 
Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 65.28% 
Next seven days: @ FLA (March 25), vs. CBJ (March 28), @ 
NJ (March 30) 
 
New York has three key pending RFAs: Filip Chytil, Alexis 
Lafreniere and K'Andre Miller. That triumvirate stands to play 
a critical role in the Rangers' future. But how will each 
negotiation be handled? Does New York go long or short 
term on potential new deals? Will a single-year qualifying 
offer make more sense for one, but not another? How each 
scenario unfolds could reveal a lot about how the 
organization views each young star. 
 
6. Dallas Stars 
 
Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 63.89% 
Next seven days: vs. VAN (March 25), @ CHI (March 28) 
 
Dallas has done well handling its business. The NHL roster 
is solid, but GM Jim Nill has also inked key prospects eyeing 
a jump to the pros. Identifying who's ready could dictate the 
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direction Nill goes this offseason. Does Dallas add from the 
outside again? Or will the Stars start counting on players 
from their prospect pool to step up? 
 
7. Los Angeles Kings 
 
Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 64.79% 
Next seven days: vs. WPG (March 25), vs. STL (March 26), 
@ CGY (March 28), @ EDM (March 30) 
 
Los Angeles projects to have two key offseason negotiations: 
one with RFA Gabriel Vilardi, and the other with UFA 
goaltender Joonas Korpisalo. The 23-year-old Vilardi is 
having a career-best season; what is he worth to the Kings 
moving ahead? And after acquiring Korpisalo at the deadline 
-- while trading Jonathan Quick away -- do the Kings see a 
slot for him in the future, possibly in tandem with Pheonix 
Copley? Would Korpisalo want that type of role? 
 
8. Vegas Golden Knights 
 
Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 66.20% 
Next seven days: @ EDM (March 25), vs. EDM (March 28), 
@ SJ (March 30) 
 
Vegas has rising star Logan Thompson under contract for 
next season, but who will be the Golden Knights' second 
goaltender? Robin Lehner is under contract through 2024-25 
but hasn't played this season following hip surgery. Can he 
make a comeback? The Golden Knights acquired Jonathan 
Quick at the trade deadline; is the pending UFA a veteran 
they'll want to retain? 
 
9. Edmonton Oilers 
 
Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 62.50% 
Next seven days: vs. VGK (March 25), @ ARI (March 27), @ 
VGK (March 28), vs. LA (March 30) 
 
Edmonton has a budding blue-line star in Evan Bouchard, 
who is also a pending RFA. Bouchard has built off last 
season's 43-point effort with another strong campaign, and 
has blossomed further since Tyson Barrie was traded. How 
will the Oilers reward Bouchard's standing as one of their top 
defensemen? Is there a bridge deal to come, or do they go 
all-in with a multiyear extension? 
 
10. Colorado Avalanche 
 
Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 62.86% 
Next seven days: vs. ARI (March 24), @ ARI (March 26), @ 
ANA (March 27), vs. MIN (March 29) 
 
Colorado has only 20 players signed for next season -- and 
about $13 million in cap space to use. How will the 
Avalanche wield their limited resources to remain a top 
competitor? Forwards J.T. Compher and Evan Rodrigues are 
playing significant roles this season, and both are pending 

UFAs; can Colorado retain them? Or will the Avalanche be 
seeking more economical options? 
 
11. Minnesota Wild 
 
Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 63.19% 
Next seven days: vs. CHI (March 25), vs. SEA (March 27), 
@ COL (March 29) 
 
Minnesota must find common ground with pending RFA 
goaltender Filip Gustavsson. The Wild have just over $11 
million in projected cap space to work with, to spread among 
several players. But Gustavsson has been excellent this 
season, posting some of the league's best numbers. Does 
Minnesota lean into that and offer him a long-term 
extension? Or can the club only afford something shorter? 
And how much cash will be left to fill gaps elsewhere if UFAs 
Matt Dumba and John Klingberg walk off the blue line? 
 
12. Tampa Bay Lightning 
 
Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 61.64% 
Next seven days: @ BOS (March 25), @ CAR (March 28), 
vs. WSH (March 30) 
 
Tampa Bay's commitment to win-now mode has left the 
Bolts' with zero cap space and sparse draft capital over the 
next two seasons. When the offseason hits, GM Julien 
BriseBois will have to get real about whether the Lightning's 
current pattern remains sustainable. Can they afford to keep 
patching in players and attempt another run? Or is it time to 
start rebuilding with the long-term future in mind? 
 
13. Seattle Kraken 
 
Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 60.56% 
Next seven days: @ NSH (March 25), @ MIN (March 27), 
vs. ANA (March 30) 
 
Seattle will need to address its goaltending. Philipp Grubauer 
is signed through 2026-27 but has sporadically played a 
backup role this season to Martin Jones -- who's a pending 
UFA. Neither netminder has been an ace for the Kraken. Is 
Chris Driedger -- inked through next season -- the guy? Can 
Grubauer regain his form? And how might GM Ron Francis 
secure Seattle in net going forward? 
 
14. Winnipeg Jets 
 
Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 58.22% 
Next seven days: @ LA (March 25), @ SJ (March 28) 
 
Winnipeg could have a tough decision to make with Pierre-
Luc Dubois. The pending RFA is one year out from being a 
UFA, and if he doesn't intend to sign a long-term contract 
with Winnipeg, is this the offseason he's traded? It happened 
with Matthew Tkachuk in Calgary. The Jets will have to get 
honest about Dubois' status -- and value on the trade market 
-- sooner than later. 
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15. Florida Panthers 
 
Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 54.86% 
Next seven days: vs. NYR (March 25), @ OTT (March 27), 
@ TOR (March 29), @ MTL (March 30) 
 
Florida did literally nothing at the trade deadline. That 
seemed to indicate its focus was on the future -- as in, this 
coming offseason. What will GM Bill Zito have up his sleeve, 
and how much will his decision-making be impacted by 
whether or not Florida sneaks into the playoffs? Do the 
Panthers require an overhaul? Or will sliding into a 
postseason slot prove Zito was right to stand pat? 
 
16. Pittsburgh Penguins 
 
Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 55.56% 
Next seven days: vs. WSH (March 25), @ DET (March 28), 
vs. NSH (March 30) 
 
Pittsburgh has to see how this regular season plays out. If 
the Penguins don't make playoffs, their biggest offseason 
decision should be whether to start dismantling the roster. 
Pittsburgh is among the NHL's oldest teams. If the veteran-
heavy roster can't drive success, getting younger -- via 
trades or free agency -- has to be a priority. 
 
17. New York Islanders 
 
Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 56.94% 
Next seven days: @ CBJ (March 24), vs. BUF (March 25), 
vs. NJ (March 27), @ WSH (March 29) 
 
New York's critical offseason decision -- and possible 
negotiation -- will be with goaltender Semyon Varlamov. He 
and Ilya Sorokin have been an excellent tandem for the 
Islanders. Obviously the Islanders would want Varlamov to 
stay, but at what cost? New York needs cap space to shore 
up other parts of the lineup, too. Will that preclude the 
Islanders from keeping pace with other offers Varlamov 
might receive? 
 
18. Nashville Predators 
 
Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 57.14% 
Next seven days: vs. SEA (March 25), vs. TOR (March 26), 
@ BOS (March 28), @ PIT (March 30) 
 
Nashville has Barry Trotz coming in as GM. Will that lead to 
a new head-coaching hire too? Trotz will want to evaluate 
the Predators from top to bottom and put his own stamp on 
the club. And if Nashville fails to make playoffs under current 
bench boss John Hynes, could Trotz opt to make a quick 
switch to give the Predators a fresh voice to get behind? 
 
19. Calgary Flames 
 
Previous ranking: 19 

Points percentage: 54.11% 
Next seven days: vs. SJ (March 25), vs. LA (March 28) 
 
Calgary could face an offseason coaching conundrum. Will 
Darryl Sutter stay put if the Flames don't make playoffs? GM 
Brad Treliving did his best stacking up Calgary last summer 
with Jonathan Huberdeau and Nazem Kadri, but is Sutter still 
the right guy to get the most of out this roster? 
 
20. Washington Capitals 
 
Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 52.05% 
Next seven days: @ PIT (March 25), vs. NYI (March 29), @ 
TB (March 30) 
 
Washington has to rebuild its defense. The Capitals have 
four current NHL blueliners under contract for next season, 
and it was clear once John Carlson went down last 
December with injury that their back-end depth is lacking. 
That combination should lead to some seriously high-profile 
free agency adds from GM Brian MacLellan. That is, if 
Washington intends to keep its potential contending window 
open, which is a whole other discussion. 
 
21. Ottawa Senators 
 
Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 52.08% 
Next seven days: @ NJ (March 25), vs. FLA (March 27), vs. 
PHI (March 30) 
 
Ottawa has a looming saga on its hands with pending RFA 
Alex DeBrincat. GM Pierre Dorion turned heads acquiring 
DeBrincat last July, and while the winger hasn't produced 
like he did in Chicago, Dorion didn't attempt to trade 
DeBrincat at the deadline either. Now the 24-year-old will be 
an arbitration-eligible RFA owed $9 million on his qualifying 
offer. To afford that, Ottawa would have to clear cap space 
elsewhere. Is DeBrincat worth that for one more year? Do 
the Senators sign him long term or just let him go? It's a 
pivotal choice. 
 
22. Buffalo Sabres 
 
Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 51.43% 
Next seven days: vs. NJ (March 24), @ NYI (March 25), vs. 
MTL (March 27) 
 
The Sabres' primary offseason objective could be simple as 
this: How much do we lean into our youth? Captain Kyle 
Okposo is a pending UFA. Ditto veteran Zemgus 
Girgensons. GM Kevyn Adams didn't do a ton of adding at 
trade deadline. Will he opt to keep these familiar faces in the 
fold come summer to complement the Sabres' rising core? 
Or does Buffalo target new additions instead? 
 
23. Detroit Red Wings 
 
Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 50.00% 
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Next seven days: @ PHI (March 25), vs. PIT (March 28), vs. 
CAR (March 30) 
 
Detroit needs a reliable No. 2 behind goaltender Ville Husso. 
The Red Wings leaned on him too often this season, to their 
own detriment. Alex Nedeljkovic and Magnus Hellberg are 
both UFAs. Who will GM Steve Yzerman target to give 
Husso the support he deserves? 
 
24. St. Louis Blues 
 
Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 49.30% 
Next seven days: @ ANA (March 25), @ LA (March 26), vs. 
VAN (March 28), @ CHI (March 30) 
 
St. Louis must address its defense corps. GM Doug 
Armstrong didn't boost the back end last offseason, and this 
disappointing 2022-23 campaign has only highlighted how 
much St. Louis needs a blue-line revamp. The Blues have 
nearly $24 million tied up in Nick Leddy, Justin Faulk, Torey 
Krug and Colton Parayko, though. Armstrong might have to 
seriously work the trade market to make needed defensive 
improvements. 
 
25. Vancouver Canucks 
 
Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 48.59% 
Next seven days: @ DAL (March 25), @ CHI (March 26), @ 
STL (March 28) 
 
Vancouver has to point itself in one direction. Are the 
Canucks retooling, rebuilding or trying to make the playoffs? 
This offseason is a time to decide. New coach Rick Tocchet 
is in place. He'll be able to really put a stamp on this team. 
Vancouver must sort through an abundance of wingers and 
figure out whether veteran defenseman Oliver Ekman-
Larsson -- signed through 2026-27 at $7.26 million per 
season -- can still play a role. But it all starts with how the 
Canucks approach a critical crossroads and define where the 
franchise is headed. 
 
26. Arizona Coyotes 
 
Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 45.83% 
Next seven days: @ COL (March 24), vs. COL (March 26), 
vs. EDM (March 27) 
 
Arizona is stacked with draft capital. What is it going to do 
with it? The Coyotes want to be a competitive team and have 
even exceeded expectations this season. With seven picks 
in the first three rounds of this upcoming draft, is there an 
opportunity for Arizona to use that as leverage in acquiring 
players to make them better now? The Coyotes' cupboards 
have been stocked; is this the offseason they start taking a 
big step forward? 
 
27. Philadelphia Flyers 
 
Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 46.48% 

Next seven days: vs. DET (March 25), vs. MTL (March 28), 
@ OTT (March 30) 
 
Philadelphia already made a major in-season decision, 
replacing fired GM Chuck Fletcher with interim GM Daniel 
Briere. The Flyers' offseason focus will revolve around 
restructuring the front office in full. Will a hockey operations 
guru come into the mix? They also must figure out a path 
forward -- via total rebuild or something on a smaller scale. 
Trades and free agent acquisitions should take a back seat 
until then. 
 
28. Montreal Canadiens 
 
Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 43.06% 
Next seven days: vs. CBJ (March 25), @ BUF (March 27), @ 
PHI (March 28), vs. FLA (March 30) 
 
Montreal must get Cole Caufield signed long term. The 
pending RFA is a face of the franchise now and was 
arguably the Canadiens' best player before having season-
ending surgery. GM Kent Hughes knows what value Caufield 
brings, and Caufield's next contract should reflect that. But in 
a salary cap world -- with highly paid veterans on the 
Canadiens' payroll -- it's easier said than done getting 
negotiations over the line. 
 
29. Chicago Blackhawks 
 
Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 38.03% 
Next seven days: @ MIN (March 25), vs. VAN (March 26), 
vs. DAL (March 28), vs. STL (March 30) 
 
Chicago's biggest decision will be whom they select in the 
draft if that No. 1 overall pick doesn't fall to them in the 
lottery. It would be a devastating blow for the Blackhawks' 
rebuilding prospects not to come away with Connor Bedard. 
If the top selection lands with another team, does Chicago try 
to trade up anyway to pick at No. 1? Or settle on someone 
else? It'll be fascinating to see what happens. 
 
30. San Jose Sharks 
 
Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 36.81% 
Next seven days: @ CGY (March 25), vs. WPG (March 28), 
vs. VGK (March 30) 
 
San Jose could be stepping into an optimal offseason to 
trade Erik Karlsson. The veteran blueliner is a Norris Trophy 
front-runner after years of struggling through injuries. 
Karlsson has four years remaining on his contract at a $11.5 
million average annual value, which is not an easy burden for 
any team to absorb, but the Sharks must know to strike when 
the iron -- and Karlsson -- are hot. 
 
31. Anaheim Ducks 
 
Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 38.89% 
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Next seven days: vs. STL (March 25), vs. COL (March 27), 
@ SEA (March 30) 
 
Anaheim's primary concern of the summer should be how 
much to pay pending RFA Trevor Zegras. That's not a 
terribly tough decision; the Ducks need their star player in 
place for seasons to come. A major issue is what Anaheim's 
blue line will look like. With a landslide of defenseman 
becoming UFAs, what path will GM Pat Verbeek take in 
putting those units back together? Are there internal options 
to grow? Or does Verbeek fast track with free agent signings 
to accelerate the Ducks' process? 
 

32. Columbus Blue Jackets 
 
Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 36.43% 
Next seven days: vs. NYI (March 24), @ MTL (March 25), @ 
NYR (March 28), @ BOS (March 30) 
 
Columbus is purposefully waiting for the offseason to retool a 
lackluster blue line. The Blue Jackets failed to reel in Jakob 
Chychrun via trade, but there will be more options available 
on the market come summer. How GM Jarmo Kekalainen 
rebuilds that unit will be a big deal for the Blue Jackets' 
competitive prospects next season and beyond.

 
 
NHL playoff standings: Can the Devils win the Metro crown? 

By Tim Kavanagh 
 
With 11 games left in their 2022-23 season, the New Jersey 
Devils remain within striking distance of winning the 
Metropolitan Division (two points and one regulation win 
behind the Carolina Hurricanes). After finishing last season 
with 63 points -- 37 out from a wild-card spot -- this has been 
quite the impressive leveling up for the franchise. 
 
So what are the chances they actually take the proverbial 
crown off the Hurricanes' collective heads? 
 
The process begins Friday night with their game against the 
Buffalo Sabres (7 p.m. ET, NHL Power Play on ESPN+). The 
Devils won the lone previous matchup between the clubs, 3-
1 back on Nov. 25, and the two teams will play again on April 
11. In the nine non-Sabres games on the Devils' remaining 
schedule, they'll play playoff-contending teams five times. 
 
The Canes have an extra game in hand, and they'll take on 
playoff contenders five times as well from here until the end 
of the season, including a rough upcoming homestand 
against the Toronto Maple Leafs (Saturday), Boston Bruins 
(Sunday) and Tampa Bay Lightning (Tuesday). 

 
Still, Money Puck isn't buying the Devils' case; it gives the 
Canes a 84.3% chance of winning the Metro. 
 
As we enter the final stretch of the regular season, it's time to 
check all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying 
for position in the 2023 NHL draft lottery. 
 
Current playoff matchups 
 
Eastern Conference 
 
A1 Boston Bruins vs. WC2 Pittsburgh Penguins 
A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 
M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 New York Islanders 
M2 New Jersey Devils vs. M3 New York Rangers 
 
Western Conference 
 
C1 Dallas Stars vs. WC1 Seattle Kraken 
C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 Colorado Avalanche 
P1 Vegas Golden Knights vs. WC2 Winnipeg Jets 
P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Edmonton Oilers 
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Canes drop final faceoff with Rangers 

The Carolina Hurricanes came up short yet again to the New 
York Rangers, losing 2-1 Thursday night at PNC Arena.  
 
By Ryan Henkel 
 
Welp... it was the same story, just a different day for the 
Carolina Hurricanes as they outshot the New York Rangers 
by a solid margin, yet they couldn’t find the offense they 
needed, falling 2-1 Thursday night at PNC Arena. 
 
The Hurricanes struck first but then went dry through the 
remainder of the game and while Igor Shesterkin made same 
great saves, especially robbing Jesse Puljujarvi off a 2-on-1 
feed, those were far and few between compared to the 
amount of low danger shots he faced. 
 
According to MoneyPuck.com, the Hurricanes only 
generated 0.76 more expected goals than the Rangers did 
despite nearly doubling them in shots. 
 
It’s been a consistent issue for the Canes, where the offense 
seemingly puts up a ton of chances, they’re just not very 
dangerous ones. 
 
In turn, the Rangers didn’t get much, but half of what they did 
produce was odd-man breaks or dangerous looks. 
 
Frederik Andesen had a strong game despite the 0.875 save 
percentage, as he ended up having to stop most of those 
dangerous looks. 
 
And while both teams got special teams opportunities — 
each team had three power play chances — the Hurricanes’ 
power play was much worse. 
 
The Hurricanes could have benefitted from a tally off of the 
man advantage, but when you go even with your opponent, 
it’s a wash overall. Especially when your penalty kill thwarts 
a long 5-on-3 opportunity. 
 

In terms of scoring, for the second time in their four meetings 
this season, the Hurricanes opened up the scoring as 
Sebastian Aho drove through the middle of the ice and rifled 
a shot past Igor Shesterkin from the top of the slot. 
 
However, midway through the second, the Rangers would 
find an equalizer as New York was given too much space in 
the offensive zone and Mika Zibanejad found Artemi Panarin 
wide open for an easy goal. 
 
And then for the third time this season, the Hurricanes blew 
the game in the third period. 
 
The Rangers came into the zone with speed but nobody 
picked up Adam Fox activating deeper into the zone with 
them and sniped it past Andersen. 
 
And after that, the Hurricanes just couldn’t generate enough 
to beat Shesterkin and so that would be the end of it, as the 
team lost 2-1 in their final regular season meeting with the 
Rangers. 
 
Despite the loss, the Carolina Hurricanes became the 
second team to qualify for the playoffs this season after the 
Florida Panthers lost 6-2 to the Toronto Maple Leafs. 
 
It will be the fifth consecutive postseason for the Hurricanes, 
all coming under head coach Rod Brind’Amour. 
 
For reference, the Canes had only made consecutive 
postseason appearances one time in team history from 
2001-2002. 
 
So now that the main regular season goal is complete, the 
attention turns to posturing for positioning as the Hurricanes 
try to fend off the surging New Jersey Devils. 
 
The Canes will try to keep putting up those points as they 
host the Toronto Maple Leafs Saturday night at PNC Arena.
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Canes lose hard-fought battle en route to playoffs, fall 2-1 to Rangers 

By Sam Overton & Preston Sinclair 
 
The New York Rangers defeated the Carolina Hurricanes 2-1 
Thursday, March 23, in a playoff-like game at PNC Arena. 
Encouraged in part by a rambunctious crowd, both sides 
looked extremely physical throughout. 
 
The Canes (46-16-8) were coming off a 3-2 win in New York 
on Tuesday night and were looking to take two in a row off 
the Rangers (42-20-10) but failed to do so. Goaltender 
Frederik Andersen was strong in net for the second 
consecutive game, but an early lone goal in the third frame 
by New York defenseman Adam Fox sealed the game. 
 
“Unreal crowd — it’s fun to play these games, for sure,” said 
center Sebastian Aho. “Obviously didn’t like the result, but 
the effort was there through the lineup. … I feel like we 
played a pretty good game overall. It was tight.” 
 
Thursday night’s game was Carolina’s first opportunity to 
clinch an all-but-guaranteed playoff berth for the fifth year 
running. Defeating the Rangers — in regulation or overtime 
— was the goal, but the Florida Panthers’ loss to the Toronto 
Maple Leafs in regulation sent the Hurricanes to the 
postseason all the same. If the Canes had lost in overtime, 
then they’d be facing a slightly more complicated scenario 
involving the Panthers, Maple Leafs, Dallas Stars and 
Pittsburgh Penguins. 
 
“We kinda get caught up in, ‘oh, we lost,’” Brind’Amour said. 
“But first of all, I didn’t feel like we lost. You lose the game 
and you get beat, and that’s important. … I remember that 
like yesterday, jumping for joy because we snuck in [the 
playoffs], and here we are, 11 games [left]. So that says a lot 
about the group.” 
 
Technicalities aside, hockey fans were thrilled to see a 
rematch between the Metropolitan division rivals. Two days 
after Carolina sent New York packing at Madison Square 
Garden, both teams returned to Raleigh one last time. This 
time, the stakes were much higher — sure, a trip to the 
playoffs was on the line, but it was also Carolina’s last time 
to put one over the Rangers before the postseason. After all, 
that four-goal loss in early February hangs heavily in the 
mind of Caniacs. 
 
At the jump, it was all Canes, all the time, and after putting 
up 13 shots to New York’s three and effortlessly killing a 5-

on-3 power play, Carolina looked unstoppable in the first 
frame. Aho drew first blood with a shot to the left of New 
York goaltender Igor Shesterkin, giving Carolina the go-
ahead goal shortly before the first intermission. 
 
The Canes started the second frame with a fresh sheet of ice 
and 96 seconds on the man advantage but were ultimately 
unable to extend their lead. Other than the faulty power play, 
however, Carolina seemed to control play in the second. 
 
The team's best chance in the frame was when right wing 
Jesse Puljujarvi received a cross-crease pass from center 
Derek Stepan but was robbed by Shesterkin’s blocker. 
Midway through the period, on the other side of the ice, left 
wing Artemi Panarin sent a one-timer past Andersen to tie 
the game at one apiece. Again, Carolina would get another 
chance on the power play but was not able to capitalize on 
the opportunity. 
 
Andersen faced his fair share of battles in the second frame, 
letting Panarin’s goal sail into the back of the net not long 
after Carolina’s defensemen held New York to three shots on 
goal in the first period. The scoreboard by no means 
reflected the disparity between the intraconference rivals, 
and a few slip-ups on the Hurricanes’ part gave the Rangers 
a perfect opportunity to even the score. 
 
The third period was more of the same, and although 
Carolina looked better on paper, Fox turned lemons into 
lemonade by knocking one right over Andersen’s head. Fans 
pleaded for a Cardiac Cane comeback — a little leftover 
magic from Tuesday night — but Carolina ultimately failed to 
perform, marking the team’s 16th loss of the season. 
 
That’s not to say the second and third period performances 
were underwhelming or disappointing — at the end of the 
day, New York played like a team with nothing to lose and 
came out on top. Carolina’s toughest opponents know just 
when to exploit the Hurricanes’ weak spots, and the Rangers 
were no different. Sixteen shots on goal to Carolina’s 30 
didn’t mean a thing to New York. 
 
“We’re still trying to win every night,” Brind’Amour said. 
“There’s no question about it.” 
 
The Hurricanes will return to Raleigh on Saturday, March 25 
to face the Toronto Maple Leafs. Puck drop is set for 7 p.m. 
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Rangers can expect a thrilling Round 1 against Canes or Devils 

The New York Rangers will likely face the Carolina 
Hurricanes or New Jersey Devils in the first round. Adam 
Proteau says no other series will have as much high-stakes 
drama. 
 
By Adam Proteau 
 
With the end of the NHL’s 2022-23 regular season now 
about three weeks away, we’re starting to see some real 
separation in the standings – and while there are some likely 
first-round series that will be a thrilling watch, there’s no 
more high-stakes drama than what we’re going to see 
between the second and third seed in the Metropolitan 
Division. 
 
Yes, agreed, the almost-guaranteed first-round series 
between the Tampa Bay Lighting and Toronto Maple Leafs 
will be hugely compelling for many reasons – we’ll see 
whether the Buds are finally able to get through the first 
round or whether this is another season of post-season 
misery for them – but any way the Metro shakes out, we’re 
going to have a must-see showdown between the New York 
Rangers (who are all but certain to finish third in the division) 
and either the Carolina Hurricanes or New Jersey Devils in 
Round 1. 
 
If New Jersey does wind up overtaking Carolina for first 
place in the Metro, we’re going to get the Hurricanes and 
Rangers to square off – and that will wind up being a very 
painful experience for one of those two teams.  
 
The Hurricanes have been electric most of the season – 
they’re 21-6-1 and haven’t lost more than two consecutive 
games since Jan. 10 – and Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour 
has one of the best minds for the game. But the Rangers are 
8-3-1 in their past dozen games, and they’ve beaten Carolina 
in two of three matches this season. (The two teams do 
battle one more time before the playoffs Thursday night in 
Manhattan.)  
 
Either way, we do not see a short series between the 
Hurricanes and Rangers, and no matter what happens, one 
of those teams will have a bitter end to their year. 

 
The same goes if the Canes win the Metro and we see a 
first-round series between the Devils and Rangers.  
 
The upstart Devils have cooled off a little of late, but they’ve 
still posted a stellar 21-6-5 record since Jan. 5, and they 
added arguably the biggest trade deadline piece in winger 
Timo Meier. The Rangers, meanwhile, have played the 
Devils very well, going 1-1-1 in their three head-to-head 
games thus far this year (a fourth and final regular-season 
game is scheduled for March 30). And no team made bigger 
moves before the trade deadline than the Blueshirts, who 
added star wingers Vladimir Tarasenko and Patrick Kane for 
nothing key to the Rangers’ roster.  
 
Whatever team emerges from a Devils/Rangers first-round 
series might not have much left in the tank, as we doubt 
there will be a sweep for either side. It’s too close to call, 
really. 
 
Listen, every first-round playoff series will be worth watching. 
The first round of the playoffs is the best time of year, and 
hope springs eternal. It is an achievement to push through 
the punishing regular season and emerge in the top section 
of a division. But this is why first-place matters, especially in 
the Eastern Conference this year. Whoever wins the Metro 
will be playing the seventh-overall team in the East, and that 
is likely to be one of Pittsburgh, Florida or the New York 
Islanders this season. Those teams are far more flawed than 
the Rangers, Hurricanes and Devils. 
 
Regardless of how it shakes out, the series between the 
second-best and third-best team in the Metro promises to be 
the best skill-on-skill matchup of the first round. By the end of 
the first round, the results will stink to high heaven for one of 
the Hurricanes, Devils and Rangers, and at least one of them 
will be heading home for the summer before the earned 
privilege of playing any hockey in May.  
 
Nobody said winning a Cup would be easy. 
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Hurricanes clinch playoff spot, still have everything to gain over final 
three weeks 

 

James Guillory 

5-7 minutes 3/23/2023 

 

Raleigh 

On the night the Carolina Hurricanes clinched a fifth straight trip to the 
playoffs, an anticlimax if there ever was one and not only because of the 
result, it was hard to shake the sense that there was still so much to play 
for over these final 11 games. 

Thursday was a brutal reminder of just how much the Hurricanes would 
stand to gain by finishing ahead of the New Jersey Devils and avoiding 
the New York Rangers in the first round. The longer they can avoid the 
guys who ended their season a year ago, the better. 

If Thursday felt like playoff hockey, well, nothing feels more like playoff 
hockey circa 2022 than losing 2-1 to the Rangers while outshooting them 
30-16 — including 12-0 at five-on-five in the first period with only a goal 
to show for it — and going 0-for-3 on the power play. 

That’s all too familiar. 

In the wake of that, when Sebastian Aho was informed that the 
Hurricanes had still secured a playoff spot thanks to the Florida Panthers’ 
regulation loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs, he replied “that’s awesome,” 
with all the enthusiasm of a man told his dentist would be able to fit him 
in after all for an emergency root canal. 

Still, even if five straight years coming off the Dismal Decade is a streak 
worth recognizing, the absence of any fanfare at all in a silent dressing 
room was significant in its own right, and in contrast to the wild 

celebration of five years ago. Rod Brind’Amour had to be told the 
Hurricanes had clinched, and even he had barely more than a shrug to 
offer. 

“Is that what happened? Then you know what? We should be happy,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

And later: “It says a lot about the group that it’s not what we’re playing 
for.” 

Brind’Amour is right, of course: This isn’t what they’re playing for. The 
goalposts long ago shifted, and what was once a finish line of itself is 
now merely a milepost along a much longer road. 

But how long is that road going to be if the Hurricanes have to start 
against the Rangers? 

This was another chapter in a book full of frustration, yet another game in 
which the Hurricanes outplayed the Rangers between the boards but not 
on the scoreboard. Frederik Andersen didn’t let them down, almost 
single-handedly turning aside a full 109 seconds of two-man advantage 
in the first period, and the Hurricanes still couldn’t win the special-teams 
battle. 

They had chance after chance after chance, and other than an Aho 
ripper on the rush, couldn’t get anything past Igor Shesterkin. An old 
story. 

“We put that effort in, most nights I like our chances,” Aho said. 

There’s truth to that, especially coming 48 hours after a furious third-
period comeback to beat the Rangers at Madison Square Garden, but it’s 
the same trap the Hurricanes fell into in their second-round loss to the 
Rangers last May. The scoring arc of the hockey universe may bend 
toward the team with more chances, but over a finite number of games, a 
hot goalie or a hot power play or sheer bad luck — and sometimes all 
three — can overwhelm the tide. 

That’s what happened against the Rangers last year over seven games, 
and Thursday over 60 minutes. Win or lose, who wants to go through that 
again? Right away, at least. Especially without Andrei Svechnikov and 
Max Pacioretty. 
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Better to play whichever Metropolitan Division foe limps into the playoffs 
in the first round while the Devils and Rangers beat each other into a 
pulp. The Hurricanes can put themselves in that position by staying 
ahead of the Devils over the final four weeks. 

“Can we finish somewhere up there?” Brind’Amour said. “Does it really 
matter? I don’t know. You’re going to be playing somebody good.” 

Thursday was proof it really matters. 

They’re in. 

But they’re not done. 
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Hurricanes fall to Rangers in second meeting in three days amid playoff-
like atmosphere 

 

Chip Alexander 

6-7 minutes 3/23/2023 

 

Raleigh 

The Carolina Hurricanes clinched a playoff berth Thursday, but there was 
no postgame celebration at PNC Arena. 

The Canes were beaten 2-1 by the New York Rangers as Igor Shesterkin 
won his goalie’s duel with Frederik Andersen, but Florida’s loss to the 
Toronto Maple Leafs secured the Canes a spot in the Stanley Cup 
playoffs for a fifth straight season. 

“You know what, we should be happy,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “Coming into the season, your goal when you hit training camp is to 
give yourself a chance. 

“Let’s check the box. Now, it’s just let’s make sure we try to get better. 
Can we finish up there? Does it really matter? I don’t know. You’re going 
to be playing somebody good.” 

For the Canes (46-16-8), “up there” would mean winning the Metropolitan 
Division again. Carolina went into Thursday’s game in first place, two 
points ahead of the New Jersey Devils. 

But first things first. In Brind’Amour’s first year as coach, 2018-19, the 
Canes clawed their way into the playoffs with wins late in the regular 
season. This time, they have 100 points and have done it with 12 games 
remaining. 

“It’s a big accomplishment,” Brind’Amour said. “With that (many) games 
left, that’s pretty impressive.” 

The Rangers (42-20-10) remain in third place in the Metro but are 
pushing. A 3-2 loss to the Hurricanes in New York on Tuesday left New 
York eight points behind Carolina, but they’re back within six after the 
road win. 

Artemi Panarin had a goal and assist for the Rangers, tying the score in 
the second period and setting up defenseman Adam Fox for what would 
be the winning goal four minutes into the third -- for Fox, his first goal in 
25 games. 

Sebastian Aho scored for the Canes in the first, wristing a shot past 
Shesterkin from the slot for his 31st. That would be the only time 
Shesterkin was beaten as he picked up his 33rd win of the season. 

Shesterkin had 29 saves, including two key stops in the second period 
against the Canes’ Jesse Puljujarvi and later Brent Burns in the final 
minute of the period. 

“Shesky was the difference, for sure,” Rangers coach Gerard Gallant 
said. “He made some key saves for us. He gives you a chance to win 
and puts pressure on the other team and the other goaltender.” 

The second game in three nights between the two teams was easily the 
more physical of the two. There was a playoff-type atmosphere in the 
arena, and Canes fans were loud in the first period when Carolina killed 
off 1:49 of a 5-on-3 advantage by the Rangers. 

When Aho scored, it might have been louder. 

“That was a big kill at the time and got the crowd going,” Aho said. “It was 
a pretty good game overall. We put our effort in and most nights I like our 
chances.” 

Through the first two periods Thursday, the Canes had the edge in shots 
— 13-3 in the first — and zone time. They controlled the pace of play for 
the most part. 

Aho’s goal came when Jacob Trouba didn’t gap up on him defensively. In 
the second, the Rangers were in transition and Panarin had a clear 
shooting lane from the left circle after a feed from Mika Zibanejad. 

It hurt the Canes that they could squeeze little out of their three power 
plays in the game. But their penalty killing was on-point against the 
Rangers. 

“If we score one power-play goal, it’s a lot different story, probably,” Aho 
said. 

But the main story line Thursday was the Canes clinching another playoff 
spot. Win or lose from here, they’re in. 

“That’s the whole point of the regular season, right?” Aho said. “We’re 
going to get another chance to win the whole thing, so that’s awesome.” 
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Brothers skip Pride jerseys; Panthers lose to Maple Leafs 

 

George Richards 

4-5 minutes 3/23/2023 

 

Brothers Eric and Marc Staal of the Florida Panthers declined to wear 
special Pride-themed warm-up jerseys ahead of the team’s 6-2 loss to 
the Toronto Maple Leafs on Thursday. 

The jerseys were part of Florida’s Pride night game in support of the 
area’s LGBTQ community, and the brothers cited their religion as the 
reason for the decision. 

“We carry no judgment on how people choose to live their lives, and 
believe that all people should be welcome in all aspects of the game of 
hockey,” the Staal brothers said in a statement. “Having said that, we feel 
that by us wearing a Pride jersey it goes against our Christian beliefs.” 

After the loss, Eric Staal said he wanted to stick with the brothers’ 
statement and “try my best to move forward.” Marc Staal was not made 
available to the media. 

While the Staal brothers declined to participate, Russian goaltender 
Sergei Bobrovsky was one of the Panthers who went ahead with the 
Pride-themed jerseys. 
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The Chicago Blackhawks have decided against wearing special warm-up 
jerseys to commemorate their Pride night on Sunday, citing an anti-gay 
Kremlin law that could imperil Russian athletes when they return home. 
The decision was made by the organization after conversations with its 
players. 

“My thought is the story is not about them,” said Florida coach Paul 
Maurice, who has coached Eric Staal since he was the second overall 
draft pick in 2003 by the Carolina Hurricanes. 

“The story is about the rest of the group being excited, the organization 
and the fans being excited to celebrate a great night. These are grown 
men who have lived in their faith their whole lives. This is not new to 
them. They have the right to take that stand. The rest of the players wore 
that sweater proudly and I hope we conveyed that message of `Welcome 
to our building, welcome to our franchise and welcome to the great game 
of hockey.”' 

Florida forward Matthew Tkachuk wore the warm-up jersey, and said he 
“embraced a night like this.” 

“A night like tonight, for me, is just about including everyone,” he said. “It 
is, in my opinion, the greatest game in the world and everyone is 
welcome in our locker room and into our organization.” 

Auston Matthews had two goals for Toronto, and Matt Murray made 33 
saves. Mitchell Marner and William Nylander each had a goal and an 
assist, and John Tavares finished with three assists. 

The Maple Leafs won for the third time in four games, bouncing back 
nicely after a 7-2 loss to the New York Islanders on Tuesday night. 

Tkachuk and Nick Cousins scored for the Panthers. Bobrovsky made 21 
saves in the team’s second straight loss. 

Toronto jumped in front when Matthews scored his 33rd goal 5:05 into 
the first period. Tkachuk tied it at 1 at 14:25 when a replay review 
determined Murray pulled Tkachuk’s odd-angled shot on a power play 
from over the goal-line. 

The Maple Leafs went ahead to stay with three goals in the second. 
Nylander made it 2-1 at 1:20, and Matthews scored again at 2:57. 

After Cousins got one back for the Panthers at 11:43, Bunting scored 
with two Florida players in the penalty box at 18:21. Bunting’s 21st goal 
gave Toronto a 4-2 lead. 

The Maple Leafs put the game away with 5:37 remaining when Kerfoot 
scored off a pass from Tavares. Marner scored into an empty net just 
over a minute later. 

“We knew they had a lot of offensive power and did not need a lot of 
space to get chances,” Florida captain Aleksander Barkov said of 
Toronto. “We did not play that well in the defensive zone, gave them too 
many chances and their power play is one of the best in the league.” 

Worth noting 

Florida was without C Sam Bennett for the second consecutive game 
with an undisclosed injury. Bennett left Florida’s game at Detroit on 
Monday in the third period and did not return. Bennett practised on 
Thursday morning. ... F Anthony Duclair returned for the Panthers after 
missing Tuesday’s game with an illness. 
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Toronto visits Carolina after Matthews’ 2-goal game 

 

Staff Report 

The Associated Press 

Fri., March 24, 2023 

 

Toronto Maple Leafs (43-19-9, second in the Atlantic Division) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (46-16-8, first in the Metropolitan Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Saturday, 7 p.m. EDT 

BOTTOM LINE: The Toronto Maple Leafs visit the Carolina Hurricanes 
after Auston Matthews scored two goals in the Maple Leafs’ 6-2 win 
against the Florida Panthers. 

Carolina has a 24-9-2 record at home and a 46-16-8 record overall. The 
Hurricanes have a 19-3-6 record in games decided by one goal. 

Toronto is 43-19-9 overall and 18-12-4 in road games. The Maple Leafs 
have scored 244 total goals (3.4 per game) to rank eighth in league play. 

The matchup Saturday is the third time these teams play this season. 
The Maple Leafs won 3-1 in the last matchup. Matthews led the Maple 
Leafs with two goals. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Sebastian Aho has 31 goals and 29 assists for the 
Hurricanes. Jesperi Kotkaniemi has three goals and seven assists over 
the last 10 games. 

William Nylander has 36 goals and 45 assists for the Maple Leafs. 
Mitchell Marner has seven goals and nine assists over the last 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 6-4-0, averaging 2.6 goals, four assists, 
2.8 penalties and 6.7 penalty minutes while giving up 2.5 goals per 
game. 

Maple Leafs: 6-3-1, averaging 3.5 goals, 5.8 assists, 3.8 penalties and 
9.2 penalty minutes while giving up 3.1 goals per game. 
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Maple Leafs in “a different world” as they dominate desperate Panthers 

 

By Dave Feschuk Sports Columnist 

Thu., March 23, 2023 

 

SUNRISE, FLA.—On the face of it, a lot of these late-season NHL games 
are exhibits in motivational imbalance. 

And Thursday night’s game in South Florida was a case in point. The 
hometown Panthers, who arrived at the arena on the wrong side of the 
post-season bubble, found themselves in the midst of a push in which 
every point counts. The Maple Leafs, by contrast, have at times looked 
like a team waiting around for the playoffs to start, their first-round 
matchup with the Tampa Bay Lightning a near certainty. 

As Panthers coach Paul Maurice said before Thursday’s game: “(The 
Leafs are) in a completely different world right now … They’re playing 
with their food. They’ve got enough. They’re good … We certainly have a 
lot more at stake.” 

Coming off an ugly 7-2 loss in Long Island on Tuesday, Toronto coach 
Sheldon Keefe said the Leafs, with nothing concrete to play for, would 
need to “create our own sense of urgency.” 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 24, 2023 

 

The coach had to be delighted that the Maple Leafs conjured a dominant 
performance against a desperate team, reeling off a 6-2 win. 

“That's a very, very dynamic offensive team that we played against and 
really limited their opportunities,” Keefe said. 

As bounce-backs go, this one was a doozy. A couple of nights after the 
Leafs allowed a would-be third-period comeback to turn into a blowout 
loss thanks to a series of miscues, they put in a far sounder effort that 
checked plenty of boxes. Both of Toronto’s top two lines looked 
dangerous. Auston Matthews, playing alongside Mitch Marner and Calle 
Järnkrok, scored two goals. John Tavares, centring the second line 
between Wiliam Nylander and Michael Bunting, provided three primary 
assists while both Nylander and Bunting scored. 

Even Alex Kerfoot, who had gone 25 games without a goal, found a way 
to put one in the net. 

And goaltender Matt Murray, who had allowed precisely four goals 
against in each of his six most recent appearances, supplied a solid 
performance in the blue paint. Considering Murray’s previous effort 
against the Panthers saw him chased after allowing four goals on eight 
shots — it was after that game that Murray sat out the next 17 with an 
ankle injury — it was a welcome outing. 

On a night when the Leafs partook in some late-season load 
management — No. 1 defenceman Morgan Rielly sat out for what Keefe 
described simply as “rest,” days after Mark Giordano was scratched for 
similarly pre-emptive reasons — the head coach continued his frenetic 
experimentation in on-ice combinations. 

“I think we've we have learned a bunch there,” Keefe said of his post-
trade-deadline adventures in finding chemistry. 

“We’ve played with a lot of different guys this year but it's just about 
communication and getting reads and little tendencies on each kind of 
thing,” Giordano said. “It's important that you know, especially with some 
new guys coming in, you get used to everyone, because different 
situations and different games always come up. And you're gonna have 
to play with different guys. So it's important to get those reps in and for us 
on (defence).” 

But with just 11 games remaining and a little more than three weeks to 
go until the start of the playoffs, there’s something to be said for some 
semblance of continuity. And Keefe said he’ll be looking to lock in some 
combinations with an eye toward the playoffs in the days to come — 
although the return of Ryan O’Reilly, who is expected back early next 
month after suffering a broken finger a day after the trade deadline, will 
clearly be a factor in figuring out the Game 1 configurations. 

“Obviously getting (O’Reilly back to full health) would help lock in a lot of 
different things for us,” Keefe said. “We have an idea of what we would 
like to look like.” 

Keefe made no apologies for getting adventurous with the permutations 
and combinations at his disposal. Contingency plans can prove important 
given the unpredictability of the playoffs. 

“It’s great to lock things in (but) then you end up with an injury down the 
line and you have a guy that hasn't played and you haven't seen them in 
any different situations and you’re at the most important time of the year,” 
Keefe said. “So that's a tough balance for us to manage. And I think 
we've been doing a good job of it … The guys have done a good job of 
adjusting and adapting, and we've seen lots of good moments.” 

If one combination looks to be playoff-worthy, maybe it’s Järnkrok playing 
alongside Matthews and Marner. Matthews gave him credit for setting the 
net-front screen that allowed an otherwise innocuous wrister to slip past 
Panthers goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky. 

“I mean it was just a great screen, honestly,” Matthews said. “(The shot) 
was a bit of a muffin … I mean, those are just a little things that 
(Järnkrok) does night in night out that maybe sometimes go unnoticed. 
But he’s such a smart player. And, like I said before, just a very easy guy 
to play with.” 
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Brothers skip Pride jerseys; Panthers lose to Maple Leafs 

 

By George Richards The Associated Press 

Thu., March 23, 2023 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. (AP) — Brothers Eric and Marc Staal of the Florida 
Panthers declined to wear special Pride-themed warmup jerseys ahead 
of the team’s 6-2 loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs on Thursday. 

The jerseys were part of Florida’s Pride night game in support of the 
area’s LGBTQ community, and the brothers cited their religion as the 
reason for the decision. 

“We carry no judgement on how people choose to live their lives, and 
believe that all people should be welcome in all aspects of the game of 
hockey,” the Staal brothers said in a statement. “Having said that, we feel 
that by us wearing a Pride jersey it goes against our Christian beliefs.” 

After the loss, Eric Staal said he wanted to stick with the brothers’ 
statement and “try my best to move forward.” Marc Staal was not made 
available to the media. 

While the Staal brothers declined to participate, Russian goaltender 
Sergei Bobrovsky was one of the Panthers who went ahead with the 
Pride-themed jerseys. 

The Chicago Blackhawks have decided against wearing special warmup 
jerseys to commemorate their Pride night on Sunday, citing an anti-gay 
Kremlin law that could imperil Russian athletes when they return home. 
The decision was made by the organization after conversations with its 
players. 

“My thought is the story is not about them,’’ said Florida coach Paul 
Maurice, who has coached Eric Staal since he was the second overall 
draft pick in 2003 by the Carolina Hurricanes. 

“The story is about the rest of the group being excited, the organization 
and the fans being excited to celebrate a great night. These are grown 
men who have lived in their faith their whole lives. This is not new to 
them. They have the right to take that stand. The rest of the players wore 
that sweater proudly and I hope we conveyed that message of ‘Welcome 
to our building, welcome to our franchise and welcome to the great game 
of hockey.’“ 

Florida forward Matthew Tkachuk wore the warmup jersey, and said he 
“embraced a night like this.” 

“A night like tonight, for me, is just about including everyone,” he said. “It 
is, in my opinion, the greatest game in the world and everyone is 
welcome in our locker room and into our organization.” 

Auston Matthews had two goals for Toronto, and Matt Murray made 33 
saves. Mitchell Marner and William Nylander each had a goal and an 
assist, and John Tavares finished with three assists. 

The Maple Leafs won for the third time in four games, bouncing back 
nicely after a 7-2 loss to the New York Islanders on Tuesday night. 

Tkachuk and Nick Cousins scored for the Panthers. Bobrovsky made 21 
saves in the team’s second straight loss. 

Toronto jumped in front when Matthews scored his 33rd goal 5:05 into 
the first period. Tkachuk tied it at 1 at 14:25 when a replay review 
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determined Murray pulled Tkachuk’s odd-angled shot on a power play 
from over the goal line. 

The Maple Leafs went ahead to stay with three goals in the second. 
Nylander made it 2-1 at 1:20, and Matthews scored again at 2:57. 

After Cousins got one back for the Panthers at 11:43, Bunting scored 
with two Florida players in the penalty box at 18:21. Bunting’s 21st goal 
gave Toronto a 4-2 lead. 

The Maple Leafs put the game away with 5:37 remaining when Kerfoot 
scored off a pass from Tavares. Marner scored into an empty net just 
over a minute later. 

“We knew they had a lot of offensive power and did not need a lot of 
space to get chances,’’ Florida captain Aleksander Barkov said of 
Toronto. “We did not play that well in the defensive zone, gave them too 
many chances and their power play is one of the best in the league.“ 

WORTH NOTING 

Florida was without C Sam Bennett for the second consecutive game 
with an undisclosed injury. Bennett left Florida’s game at Detroit on 
Monday in the third period and did not return. Bennett practiced on 
Thursday morning. ... F Anthony Duclair returned for the Panthers after 
missing Tuesday’s game with an illness. 
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The Ryan O’Reilly factor that could change Leafs’ playoff misfortunes 

 

By Nick Kypreos Contributing Columnist 

Thu., March 23, 2023 

 

It’s been three weeks since the NHL trade deadline and, despite losing 
prized acquisition Ryan O’Reilly to injury, the Maple Leafs have held their 
own, making us believe this is the deepest playoff roster they’ll deploy in 
the last several years. 

They haven’t exactly lit the league on fire with a record of 4-3-1 since the 
March 3 deadline, but most would agree the Leafs look more playoff-
ready than any other team during the Brendan Shanaplan era. 

So far, the trade deadline acquisitions have been solid contributors when 
called upon. They’ve mixed well with their Leafs teammates, who have 
welcomed the reinforcements with open arms as they look to conquer 
playoff demons. And yet, when it comes to real playoff experience and 
leadership, no one compares to the pedigree of O’Reilly. 

O’Reilly last played on March 4 when he broke his left index finger. He’ is 
expected back before playoffs but, with just 12 games left to go in the 
regular season, his loss really stings. It’s not just for what he brings on 
the ice, but because of the lost opportunity to grow and bond with his 
new teammates. The team will have to trust O’Reilly and his leadership 
skills. And the former St. Louis Blues captain will need to take a leap of 
faith that his new teammates will respond to what he says and does. 
These things usually take time to develop. O’Reilly may feel like a college 
student cramming for final exams. 

I wonder how far he is willing to push his leadership skills on a group that 
has notoriously underachieved in the spring. It takes a special kind of 
leader to grab their teammates by the collar and demand more from 
them. 

In 1994, New York Rangers captain Mark Messier did that exact thing to 
a very important player for us during our Stanley Cup run. When Esa 
Tikkanen showed up for a morning practice in rough shape, Messier took 
it upon himself to take care of it. Aside from his infamous stone-faced 
staredown, Messier had three ways to challenge teammates: physically, 
mentally and emotionally. It’s safe to say Tikkanen experienced all three 
that day. Messier didn’t care that Tikkanen had been his teammate for 
four of his Stanley Cups in Edmonton. All he cared about was winning 
the next one and no one was going to derail it. 

The response from Tikkanen that day was crystal clear: “Don’t worry, 
Mess, it won’t happen again. I’ll be better.” And he was. 

That’s what great leaders do. They find a way to hold anyone and 
everyone accountable on and off the ice. A standard that must be 
reached with no compromise. It’s only then you get a chance to be a 
championship contender. That’s not to say Leafs captain John Tavares 
or assistants Mitch Marner, Auston Matthews and Morgan Rielly can’t 
grow into playoff leaders. But they haven’t shown they can get their team 
over the hump yet, while O’Reilly is a Stanley Cup champion and Conn 
Smythe Trophy winner. He’s battle-tested. 

Will an unlikely leader emerge outside of the core group? 

You have to love what Noel Acciari, Sam Lafferty and Luke Schenn have 
brought to this team. But it’s not a given they will have enough credibility 
to challenge William Nylander or anyone else to push harder. 

Defenceman Jake McCabe has a great opportunity to be a leader. 
McCabe set the tone right away when he stepped up to fight Tyler Myers 
in Vancouver after he ran over Tavares. Yes, he’s a 29-year-old with zero 
career playoff games, but I can see his leadership presence growing 
expeditiously. 

When scanning the roster for playoff experience, the biggest surprise is 
learning that O’Reilly’s 64 career playoff games don’t lead the Leafs. 
That title belongs to 31-year-old Calle Järnkrok, who’s played the 
majority of his 75 career playoff games with the Nashville Predators. 
Could Järnkrok’s recent run on Matthews’ wing put him in a position to 
lead this spring? 

The reality is no one can come close to offering what O’Reilly brings to 
the table. He’s very good in all facets and is known for his attention to 
detail on both sides of the puck. He plays a conscientious game — like 
Marner — that allows the offensive stars do to their thing. 

O’Reilly was the calming influence for the Blues when things got tough in 
2019. He had five goals and four assists in the seven-game Stanley Cup 
final against the Boston Bruins. He was vocal about patience and trusting 
the process throughout that 26-game playoff marathon, which tied for the 
longest of any Stanley Cup-winning team. 

Above all, O’Reilly will need to bring the Leafs a conscience of what 
matters most this time of year: a relentless conviction to win. 
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Maple Leafs bounce back to pound Panthers and widen lead on Tampa 
Bay 

 

Associated Press 

George Richards 

Published Mar 23, 2023 
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SUNRISE, Fla. — Auston Matthews had two goals and Matt Murray 
made 33 saves as the Toronto Maple Leafs throttled the Florida Panthers 
6-2 on Thursday night at FLA Live Arena. 

Bouncing back nicely from a discouraging 7-2 loss to the New York 
Islanders on Tuesday night in the first of a four-game road trip, the victory 
pushed the Leafs five points ahead of the Tampa Bay Lightning — 7-2 
losers to the Senators in Ottawa last night — in the chase for second 
place in the Atlantic Division standings and home ice in their upcoming 
opening playoff round showdown. Toronto also has two games in hand. 

Don Brennan’s daily hit on the world of sports betting. Whether you’re 
new to sports gambling or an experienced wagerer, this newsletter offers 
trustworthy insights into the odds game. 19+. Please gamble responsibly. 

Mitch Marner scored in his fourth consecutive game — into an empty 
Florida net when the puck bounced back to him after he tried to set up 
David Kampf — while William Nylander, Alex Kerfoot and Michael 
Bunting also scored. The goals by Nylander and Kerfoot ended scoring 
droughts. John Tavares contributed three assists. 

Murray, meanwhile, was sharp, making 33 saves to end a string of 
games in which he’d allowed four goals in each. 

He was victimized by a video review on Matthew Tkachuk’s first-period 
goal that tied the game 1-1. Murray appeared to make back-to-back 
highlight-reel saves. But after doing a blind spinaround to stop Tkachuk 
from scoring into an open side of the net, Murray thought he had 
Tkachuk’s rebound. But after a review it was ruled that the airborne puck 
had crossed the line. 

“I thought we did a good job,” Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said. “We went 
out and started like we did the other night (scoring first, making it eight 
games in a row) and tonight we stayed with it. 

“It’s very important (to close out games). We’ve talked a lot about that, 
putting ourselves in position to win and then finishing the job. We’ve had 
some great efforts and not closing out the way we wanted in Ottawa (an 
eventual shootout win), that one stung. I thought our guys did a really 
good job of giving them nothing (tonight).” 

The Leafs went with 11 forwards and seven defencemen and gave 
Morgan Rielly the night off. 

Brothers Eric and Marc Staal of the Florida Panthers declined to wear 
special Pride-themed warmup jerseys ahead of the team’s loss to the 
Maple Leafs on Thursday. 

The jerseys were part of Florida’s Pride night game in support of the 
area’s LGBTQ community, and the brothers cited their religion as the 
reason for their decision. 

“We carry no judgement on how people choose to live their lives, and 
believe that all people should be welcome in all aspects of the game of 
hockey,” the Staal brothers said in a statement. “Having said that, we feel 
that by us wearing a Pride jersey it goes against our Christian beliefs.” 

RECOMMENDED VIDEO 

We apologize, but this video has failed to load. 

While the Staal brothers declined to participate, Russian goaltender 
Sergei Bobrovsky was one of the Panthers who went ahead with the 
Pride-themed jerseys. 

The Chicago Blackhawks have decided against wearing special warmup 
jerseys to commemorate their Pride night on Sunday, citing an anti-gay 
Kremlin law that could imperil Russian athletes when they return home. 
The decision was made by the organization after conversations with its 
players. 
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Maple Leafs report cards: Auston Matthews paces the top-six in a strong 
win vs. Panthers 

 

Kevin Papetti 

9-11 minutes 3/23/2023 

 

Auston Matthews was the best player on the ice at both ends, and the 
Toronto Maple Leafs won a tough road matchup against the division-rival 
Florida Panthers in convincing fashion with a 6-2 final. 

Matthews scored twice, but Sheldon Keefe may be happier with his best 
player’s defensive game. Toronto’s top six was excellent, as John 
Tavares set up three goals, and both Michael Bunting and William 
Nylander were beneficiaries. Matt Murray looked up to the challenge 
against a top offensive team, but more surprisingly, Alex Kerfoot scored 
and the Leafs got a five-on-three goal! 

First star 

Auston Matthews 

Matthews was fantastic in the first, as he opened the scoring by beating 
Sergei Bobrovsky five minutes in. 

He had another good chance on the power play a couple of minutes 
later, then made a nice pass in the neutral zone to send Calle Järnkrok 
on a partial breakaway. Toward the end of the period, he beat out an 
icing call to set up a good chance for Marner as well. Matthews looked 
just as dominant in the second. Just 90 seconds after Nylander gave 
Toronto the lead, Matthews won an offensive-zone faceoff, got the puck 
behind the net and walked out in front to beat Bobrovsky for a second 
time. 

While he hasn’t been quite as dominant defensively this season, he sure 
looked like his old self in this matchup. He made an impressive 
backcheck halfway through the second to break up a rush, then picked a 
defender’s pocket to set up a scoring chance minutes later. He looked 
like 2021-2022 Matthews. 

Second star 

John Tavares 

Tavares took a hooking penalty halfway through the first and the 
Panthers capitalized on the man advantage. He bounced back nicely in 
the second, using his big frame to set up Nylander for his teammate’s 
36th goal of the season. He picked up another primary assist on a Leafs 
five-on-three, as he hit the post, then stuck with it to set up Bunting in the 
slot. He completed the “assist hat trick” by making a terrific play to set up 
Kerfoot for Toronto’s fifth goal. 

Third star 

Matt Murray 

Murray made a couple of nice stops on Carter Verhaeghe one minute in, 
then stopped him again on a partial breakaway 10 minutes later. The 
Panthers finally beat him on the power play toward the end of the period. 
It looked like Murray had made a highlight-of-the-night save, but the 
review determined that the puck had crossed the line. 

Matt Actual Murray 

two insane stops pic.twitter.com/ESGhzYymds 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 23, 2023 

Murray stopped 11 of 12 in the first, and continued to look sharp after the 
Leafs regained the lead in the early second. He made a strong pad save 
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off Anthony Duclair five minutes in, then another nice save on Aleksander 
Barkov from the slot two minutes later. He was beat again on Florida’s 
22nd shot, as Nick Cousins scored a nice goal on his backhand. 

He stopped all 13 shots that he faced in the third, and ended up with 34 
saves on 36 shots. 

Player reports 

A 

William Nylander 

Nylander failed to pick up a point in his previous four games, but looked 
determined to get on the scoresheet. He gave the Leafs a 2-1 lead to 
start the second, and started the play off by winning a board battle with 
Marc Staal behind the net. 

He also picked up a secondary assist on Bunting’s five-on-three goal, as 
he made a clever pass to set up Tavares prior to the goal. His line was 
dominant at five-on-five. 

A- 

Mitch Marner 

Marner extended his point streak to eight games just five minutes in, as 
he set up Matthews for his 33rd goal of the season. Marner also had a 
good chance at the end of the first, but he wasn’t able to capitalize. He 
continued to make a positive impact in the second, as he won the puck 
back on the forecheck at the end of the second, which immediately led to 
a Leafs power play. Thirty seconds in, Marner dangled around a 
Panthers defender and drew a penalty, handing the Leafs their first five-
on-three of the season. While he didn’t pick up a point on Bunting’s 
power-play goal, he definitely played a role. He also added a short-
handed empty-net goal in the final minutes. 

Calle Järnkrok 

Järnkrok entered play with six points in his last five games, and while he 
didn’t pick up an assist on Matthews’ opening goal, he certainly deserved 
one for screening Bobrovsky. He failed to convert on a partial breakaway 
10 minutes in, but he definitely got off to a strong start. Järnkrok’s second 
period started just like his first, as he was once again standing right in 
front of Bobrovsky when Matthews scored. 

Michael Bunting 

Bunting had a close chance on the power play four minutes in, and set 
up Kämpf for a decent chance at the end of the period. He didn’t convert 
on a partial breakaway at the end of the second, but was soon rewarded 
with a goal on Toronto’s first five-on-three goal of the season: 

Alex Kerfoot 

Kerfoot had a half-decent chance three minutes into the second, but he 
wasn’t in the offensive zone all that much through two periods. However, 
the Panthers failed to generate much offensively during his minutes, and 
he scored his first goal in 26 games to put the game away. 

Noel Acciari 

Acciari played boring hockey in the opening 40 minutes, but he didn’t 
spend much time in his own end. The Leafs owned 83 percent of the 
game’s five-on-five expected goals when he was on the ice, which was a 
team-high. He always seems to be in the right position, and he also 
racked up three hits. 

The shutdown pair (Jake McCabe and TJ Brodie) 

They didn’t look rattled by taking on difficult defensive assignments 
against a top offensive team, and the Leafs won their minutes 2-0. Brodie 
made an impressive breakout play nine minutes in, and then iced the 
puck intentionally to set up a chance for Marner. McCabe had a key 
block on the penalty kill in the second. Florida has a very strong top line, 
but they looked up for the challenge. 

The second pair (Mark Giordano and Justin Holl) 

Giordano picked up a secondary assist on Matthews’ first-period goal. He 
thought that was fun, so he picked up another assist on Matthews’ 
second-period goal as well. Holl made a nice defensive play six minutes 
in to steal the puck, and had a good scoring chance at the end of the 
second. The Leafs won their minutes handily, both in terms of expected 
goals and actual goals. 

B+ 

David Kämpf 

Kämpf was on the ice for Florida’s second goal, as he chipped a pass to 
Tavares and the puck never got out. However, his line did have a few 
strong shifts, and he had two good chances in the opening 40 minutes. 
He picked up an assist on Marner’s empty-net goal, and the Leafs owned 
63 percent of the game’s five-on-five expected goals during his minutes. 

B 

The third pair (Erik Gustafsson and Luke Schenn) 

Schenn was listed as the seventh defenceman, and while he only played 
11:22, he still received more ice time than Liljegren. He was on for the 
Panthers’ second goal, but his minutes largely consisted of low-event 
play. Erik Gustafsson continues to look like an impressive puck-mover 
and earned a chance to play on the top power-play unit with Rielly out. 
Neither player was overly impactful, but they weren’t bad either. 

C 

Sam Lafferty 

Lafferty didn’t spend much time in the offensive zone, and he had a 
neutral-zone turnover halfway through the second. He wasn’t on for a 
goal against, but at some point, the Leafs need more out of him 
offensively. 

MIA 

Zach Aston-Reese 

He played 10:55 and was on for Florida’s second goal. His minutes were 
not overly eventful, as always. He didn’t register a hit, but he did pick up 
two blocked shots. 

Timothy Liljegren 

Liljegren was on the receiving end of three big hits in the first, and only 
played 5:41 through 40. He was on for Florida’s second goal when no 
one could get the puck out, including him, but he wasn’t particularly 
noticeable. 

Game Score 

Final grade: A 

Toronto’s big four forwards all racked up multiple points, and Murray was 
steady. While the Leafs were outshot 37-27, it was probably due to score 
effects, as it always felt like the Leafs were the better team. Toronto’s top 
four on the back end was equally impressive, and while Toronto’s bottom 
six didn’t create a ton offensively, they didn’t get caved in either. Florida 
has been on a bit of a tear as of late, and the Leafs looked like they got 
up for this one. 

It’s tough to find much to complain about, as Toronto looked strong 
offensively, defensively and in net. Matthews and Tavares were the two 
best players on either team, and Keefe will be happy with just about 
everyone after his team’s impressive effort. 

What’s next for the Leafs? 

Toronto heads to Carolina to play the Hurricanes on Saturday at 7 p.m. 
on Hockey Night in Canada. 

The Athletic LOADED: 03.24.2023 
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David Pastrnak about to join an elite group of Bruins as he notches goal 
No. 49 against the Canadiens 

 

By Emma Healy Globe Correspondent 

Updated March 23, 2023, 11:44 p.m. 

 

A point-blank, behind-the-back shot couldn’t do it. Neither could a slap 
shot from distance. Brad Marchand even gave up a clear look at an 
empty net to try to get David Pastrnak to the elusive goal No. 50. 

But he couldn’t quite get there. 

Still, Thursday night’s 4-2 win over Montreal was not without milestones 
for Pastrnak, whose second-period goal helped him reach a single-
season career high. 

The ninth-year veteran scored his 49th goal of the season 2:36 into the 
second frame, eclipsing his previous single-season record of 48, set in 
2017-18. 

Pastrnak added an assist in the third period to bring his line to 49-46—95 
— tied for single-season high in points — with 11 games remaining in the 
regular season. 

“His ceiling is higher than the point total now,” Bruins coach Jim 
Montgomery said. “I wouldn’t be surprised for him to eclipse it year after 
year.” 

The league-leading Bruins (55-11-5) are poised to make a run in the 
postseason, and Pastrnak, who has 15 points in his last 11 games, is 
setting the pace. 

“What matters most is that he’s a brilliant player who’s incredibly creative, 
and he’s an incredible teammate, so we’re very lucky to have him,” 
Montgomery said. 

Pastrnak arrived in Boston as a bright-eyed 18-year-old from Havirov, 
Czechia, and quickly became the future of the franchise. After signing the 
richest deal in Bruins’ history on March 2 — an eight-year, $90 million 
contract extension — Pastrnak is officially in it for the long haul. 

“Our fans are lucky to get to watch him for another eight years,” 
Montgomery said. 

Pastrnak found the net for No. 49 on a wrister from the left circle. He 
received the puck from Tyler Bertuzzi, taking a quick hesitation before 
ripping a shot past Montreal goaltender Jake Allen to give the Bruins a 3-
1 lead. 

“That’s hard to process all that within a second and a half,” Montgomery 
said. “But he makes it look like it’s five seconds. That’s how slow it is in 
his brain. And that’s why he’s elite.” 

The Bruins spent the remainder of the game feeding Pastrnak to try to 
get him to 50, but the Habs kept him on tight lockdown. 

With Allen pulled as time wound down, Marchand got a clear look at the 
Canadiens’ empty net, but he instead looked for Pastrnak. 

“That’s Marshy,” Pastrnak said. “It’s not easy — you have a couple of 
seconds to make decisions out there, and he’s always aware of 
situations like this.” 

Credited with the secondary assist on the Bruins’ fourth goal of the day 
— a backhanded flick from David Krejci late in the third period — the 
winger reached 95 points on the season, tied for his career-high in points 
in a single season. 

Pastrnak came close to goal No. 50 with 6:46 to go in the second period, 
dragging a point-blank shot directly into Allen’s leg pad. He nearly scored 
again 21 minutes later, firing a long-distance slap shot into Allen’s glove 
late in the third period. 

But neither did the trick. 

Should he reach the 50-goal milestone, Pastrnak would join an elite club. 
Only five Bruins — Phil Esposito, Cam Neely, Rick Middleton, Johnny 
Bucyk, and Ken Hodge — have done it before. 

A first-class group to take inspiration from — Pastrnak included. 

“It’s one of those things where you just try to take notes from him,” 
DeBrusk said. “He’s probably the best at knowing where to go to score 
goals in this league — or one of them if not top three. And you just try to 
take notes, honestly, day to day and see how he does it.” 
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Bruins far from their best, but they still beat Canadiens 

 

By Conor Ryan Boston.com Staff 

Updated March 23, 2023, 9:43 p.m. 

 

Jim Montgomery was well aware of the discrepancy in the standings 
between the Bruins and Canadiens on Thursday morning. 

While his team sets its sights on the NHL record for wins in a season, a 
rebuilding Montreal roster has fixed its attention on the draft lottery. 

But a shift in fortunes didn’t stunt Montgomery’s enthusiasm ahead of the 
756th meeting between these hockey institutions. 

“I wish we played them, that team particularly, more,” Montgomery said. 
“Because it’s the Black and Gold vs. the Red, White, and Blue — it’s 
tradition of the game for me.” 

No better was that sentiment validated than Thursday night on Causeway 
Street. 

In a back-and-forth scrap between teams now separated by 27 wins, it 
was the Bruins who delivered the knockout blow — with David Pastrnak’s 
49th goal of the season putting Boston ahead for good in a 4-2 victory. 

It was the fifth win in a row for the Bruins, who overcame sluggish 
special-teams execution to put away a pesky Habs lineup. 

“These games against Montreal never get old,” Pastrnak said postgame. 
“It doesn’t really matter where in the standings each team [is]. When 
Montreal and the Bruins play, you know both teams are going to play 
hard. It’s a good win.” 

The Bruins and Canadiens might find themselves on opposite ends of 
on-ice prosperity in 2023. But the icy sentiment shared between these 
bitter Original Six rivals hasn’t thawed, as evidenced by various battles 
erupting on the TD Garden ice. 

The clubs logged a combined 39 minutes in the sin bin during Thursday’s 
meeting, turning a weekday tilt in the dog days of March into a vintage 
brouhaha. 

The embers of the dormant rivalry were rekindled just 7:50 into play, 
when Montreal forward Rem Pitlick dropped Patrice Bergeron with a late 
check. Before Pitlick could pivot and glance up the frozen sheet, he was 
wrangled to the ice by an enraged Brad Marchand. 
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The Bruins left winger and Bergeron’s longtime comrade connected on a 
few hooks before the fracas was broken up. 

“You don’t hit our captain late,” Montgomery said. “That was a three-
second-late hit. I loved the fact that Marchand made the guy pay a price 
for doing that.” 

Jeremy Swayman (29 saves), perhaps emboldened by Marc-Andre 
Fleury and Jordan Binnington’s unsanctioned bout last weekend, 
managed to get in on the hostilities after a snow shower from Jake Evans 
created another scrum near Boston’s crease. 

While Boston and Montreal traded punches between whistles, Habs 
goalie Jake Allen regularly found himself on the ropes against an uneven 
but opportunistic Bruins attack. 

Ten games into his Bruins tenure, Tyler Bertuzzi finally found twine off 
some overdue puck luck. The third-line winger’s centering feed from 
behind Montreal’s net skipped off a stick and sneaked past Allen to put 
Boston on the board just 4:34 into the action. 

Jake DeBrusk doubled Boston’s lead less than 10 minutes later. Given 
an open lane via a crisp touch pass from Connor Clifton, DeBrusk turned 
on the afterburners, evaded two Montreal skaters, and snapped one 
home for his fourth goal in as many games. 

The Bruins’ prickly disposition against their longtime foes burned them 
later in the frame. After A.J. Greer was assessed a five-minute major and 
game misconduct from cross-checking Mike Hoffman in the face, 
Montreal capitalized. 

Nick Suzuki’s one-time bomb slipped past Swayman with 19 seconds left 
in the first, snapping the goalie’s shutout streak at 162:09. 

Pastrnak regained Boston’s two-goal cushion 2:36 into the second 
period, beating Allen off of a pump fake for his 49th of the season — a 
career high. But Kirby Dach’s power-play tap-in once again kept things 
close entering the second intermission. 

Boston’s extended woes on the power play (0 for 5) helped keep 
Montreal off the mat for most of the night. 

“Lack of execution by the players on the ice,” Montgomery said. “Our 
entries and breakout were poor. And it led to sloppiness and frustration 
for everybody, because we’re not building any momentum because all 
we’re doing is breaking out.” 

But David Krejci gave his club some breathing room with 7:44 left on the 
clock, depositing a puck past Allen off a backhand attempt for his 16th of 
the season. 

Pastrnak nearly secured his 50th tally in the closing seconds. After Allen 
vacated his net, Marchand had a clear shooting lane. But rather than 
deliver the coup de grâce, Marchand lofted the puck over to Pastrnak in 
search of the milestone marker, only for the feed to be broken up. 

“Emblematic of this team,” Montgomery said of Marchand’s attempted 
assist. “They’re incredibly selfless. You see guys sacrifice their bodies 
blocking shots. You see plays like that, it’s not the first time we’ve seen 
guys pass up empty-net goal to try and get somebody else. Whether 
they’re trying to get 20 goals, 50 goals, 800 points, 1,000 points. A lot of 
milestones this year.” 

Pastrnak will have another shot to reach 50 goals on Saturday in a 1 p.m. 
matchup against the Lightning at TD Garden. 
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The riveting World Baseball Classic made Brad Marchand miss the 
Olympics that much more 

 

By Conor Ryan Boston.com Staff 

Updated March 23, 2023, 2:52 p.m. 

 

Much like the rest of the sporting world, the NHL’s top talent took notice 
when Mike Trout settled into the batter’s box against Shohei Ohtani 
during Tuesday’s World Baseball Classic championship game. 

The spectacle of baseball’s brightest stars clashing on an international 
stage resonated with a generation of hockey players who have yet to be 
granted a similar chance in Olympic competition. 

“I thought it was really cool,” Oilers star Connor McDavid told reporters in 
Edmonton. “It’s what we’ve been asking for in hockey for a long time, 
right, best on best?” 

McDavid was asked about the WBC Final between Japan and USA: 

NHL players have yet to take the ice in a “best-on-best” competition since 
the 2016 World Cup of Hockey in Toronto. 

But in the eyes of Brad Marchand, that showcase — held during the 
sleepy weeks of preseason play in September — doesn’t compare to the 
Olympics. 

“I still don’t think there’s anything that compares to the Olympics,” 
Marchand said Thursday morning at Warrior Ice Arena. “The World Cup 
is fun and everything, but the Olympics are the Olympics and that’s really 
where the true best-on-best is always taking place. 

“The NHL is trying, it seems like they’re getting away from that and 
replacing it with the World Cup because of the money value, I believe.” 

Marchand asserted himself as a premier winger during the 2016 World 
Cup, serving as a triggerman on a Canadian top line alongside Sidney 
Crosby and Patrice Bergeron. 

But even though Marchand and Team Canada triumphed over “Team 
Europe” in a best-of-three final, the consolidated rosters of overseas 
talent muted the revelry and significance. 

For Marchand, the opportunity to represent his home country and battle 
the top competition in the Olympics has always sat near the top of his 
career aspirations. 

But after the NHL pulled the plug on player participation in the 2022 
Winter Games in Beijing, it remains to be seen when superstars such as 
McDavid and Auston Matthews will don the colors of their homeland in 
such an event. 

Perhaps things will change ahead of the 2026 Olympics in Italy. But by 
that juncture, the now-34-year-old Marchand may be on the outside 
looking in. 

“Even with the World Cup, it’s not the same as the Olympics,” Marchand 
said. “I mean, the last one was fun and everything … but you start mixing 
teams together like they did with Team Europe, it’s not the same. 

“That’s why the Olympics is just different — the whole experience. I 
obviously don’t know, I haven’t been there. But from what I’ve heard, the 
whole experience of just being in the Olympic Village and being around 
the other athletes and just being a part of that whole thing, it’s a 
spectacle and you’re not going to replace that with the World Cup. 

“Obviously hockey, the on-ice stuff, will be similar because the players 
are similar, but it’s not the same experience.” 

Best of both worlds 

Since the calendar flipped to 2023, Linus Ullmark and Jeremy Swayman 
haven’t slowed down amid their carousel of reps in net. 
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Starting on Jan. 1, Ullmark is a sterling 15-4-0 with a .935 save 
percentage. 

Swayman over that same stretch? 12-3-1, including Thursday night’s 4-2 
win over the Canadiens, with four shutouts. 

Ullmark might be the Vezina Trophy front-runner, but could Bruins coach 
Jim Montgomery opt for this current goalie rotation to carry on into 
postseason play? 

“We would have no issues with it,” Montgomery said. “I don’t know if 
we’re going to do that.” 

Swayman’s resurgent second half has been a welcome sight after his 
early struggles. Not only has it bolstered the 24-year-old’s confidence, it 
has allowed Montgomery to lighten Ullmark’s workload. 

But as of now, Montgomery doesn’t expect Swayman to leapfrog Ullmark 
on the depth chart for Game 1 of the postseason. 

“Most likely Linus is going to start the first game and then we’ll see how it 
goes game to game from there,” Montgomery said. “I’m not going to 
commit to anything beyond Game 1.” 

Ins and outs 

Defenseman Brandon Carlo and forward Jakub Lauko were out of the 
lineup Thursday night. Jakub Zboril and A.J. Greer slotted into those 
vacancies … Montgomery remained mum on whether Taylor Hall will get 
the green light for regular-season action. “He’s got some hurdles here — 
still in our process of return to play — to go through,” said the coach. “Not 
certain either way. I don’t have a definitive answer there.” … Did 
Marchand delete his Twitter account to eliminate distractions ahead of 
the playoffs? “No, it’s strictly because I’m not paying for Twitter,” said 
Marchand, who fretted over the removal of two-factor authentication to 
protect his account. 
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Should Bruins defenseman Hampus Lindholm be in the conversation for 
the Norris Trophy? 

 

By Conor Ryan Boston.com Staff 

Updated March 23, 2023, 12:13 p.m. 

 

The 2022-23 Bruins might be fixated on a Stanley Cup, but a number of 
key contributors are poised to walk away with some individual accolades 
this season. 

Captain and center Patrice Bergeron’s two-way mastery should have him 
in line to secure a sixth Selke Trophy. Linus Ullmark’s stands as one of 
the favorites to take home the Vezina Trophy as the game’s best 
goaltender. Jim Montgomery and Don Sweeney could be recognized as 
the best coach and general manager. 

But in a crowded field of uber-talented blueliners, could Hampus 
Lindholm be a viable candidate for the Norris Trophy as the league’s best 
defenseman? 

“If you look at how he’s driven play at both ends of the ice, especially 
carrying the load of the ‘D’ corps while [Charlie McAvoy] was out early in 
the year … and then just how he continues to have an impact, night in 
and night, out with the plus-minus and the goals scored when he’s on the 
ice and the impact he has on those goals is significant,” Montgomery 
said. “And how much we lean on him to match up against top players and 

top lines. That plays into it, too. That would be the significant argument 
for him.” 

Lindholm may not have the offensive acumen and gaudy stats put up by 
other playmaking defensemen. Nor is his highlight reel filled with bone-
crunching hits or howitzers blasted home from the point. 

But when weighing the daunting minutes Lindholm has been handed this 
season, coupled with his ability to tilt the ice in Boston’s favor in a variety 
of ways, it’s hard to not view the 29-year-old as a viable contender for the 
Norris Trophy. 

Thriving under taxing minutes 

Over the years, voters for the Norris Trophy have gravitated toward the 
blueliners capable of impacting games offensively, including Erik 
Karlsson, Cale Makar, and Roman Josi over the past decade. 

That fixation often leads to reduced emphasis on what should be the 
bread and butter of a defenseman’s game. You know, playing defense 
and negating scoring chances. 

It’s a reason players who thrive on substance over style, like shutdown 
ace Jaccob Slavin of the Hurricanes, are unlikely to get their due as far 
as league accolades are concerned. 

Lindholm has made major strides in his offensive game this season 
under Montgomery. He’s chewed up the most minutes (23:15 average 
ice time per game) on the league’s top defense. 

But it’s what Lindholm is doing during those hefty minutes – specifically, 
where he’s starting a good portion of those shifts – that gives him a leg-
up against other Norris contenders. 

There have been 196 defensemen who have logged at least 500 minutes 
of 5 vs 5 ice time. Lindholm ranks 136th in offensive zone faceoff 
percentage at 45.56 percent, per Natural Stat Trick, meaning less than 
half of Lindholm’s faceoffs are beginning in the areas of the ice where he 
can make an instant offensive impact. 

Coaches can maximize an offensive-minded defenseman’s value (or 
shield some defensive warts) by handing them a boatload of offensive-
zone reps. Playmaking defenseman Torey Krug, a former Bruin, is first in 
that group of 196 skaters with 75.38 offensive-zone faceoff percentage 
this season. 

Compared with the other names expected to be on Norris ballots, 
Lindholm is looking like an outlier in terms of the tough defensive 
assignments handed to him. 

Comparing Norris trophy candidates 

A look at the offensive zone faceoff percentage by defensemen who are 
likely to be considered in Norris Trophy voting. Minimum 500 minutes of 
5 vs. 5 ice time. 

SOURCE: Natural Stat Trick 

Even with Lindholm being tasked as a shutdown option, the Bruins are 
still holding absurd advantages in several statistical categories in 
Lindholm’s 1,210:58 of 5 vs 5 ice time this season. 

Shot attempts: 1,212–1,071 

Shots on goal: 698–579 

Goals scored: 71–32 

Expected goals: 61.01–45.98 

Scoring chances: 696–540 

High-danger scoring chances: 272–221 

Especially when situated next to Brandon Carlo, Lindholm has rarely 
been burned despite plenty of defensive zone reps. 
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Of the 74 defensive pairings with at least 400 minutes of 5 vs 5 ice time, 
Lindholm-Carlo ranks 70th with a 33.79 OFZP. The Bruins are outscoring 
teams 31-16 during the duo’s reps. 

If 55 to 60 percent of his faceoffs were set in the offensive zone, 
Lindholm’s offensive totals would likely soar, and his goals-against 
metrics would likely plummet. 

But even with a steady dosage of difficult defensive assignments, 
Lindholm’s sound positioning, active stick, and 6-foot-4 frame allow him 
to snuff out scoring chances with regularity. Add in his contributions on 
the penalty kill (2:12 shorthanded TOI per game), and Lindholm holds up 
his end of the bargain as far as his defensive duties. 

Reaching another gear 

Lindholm falls further down the list when it comes to his tangible scoring 
totals among Norris favorites. 

San Jose’s Erik Karlsson needs 13 points to become the sixth 
defenseman in NHL history to record 100 points in a season. The other 
five are Bobby Orr, Paul Coffey, Brian Leetch, Denis Potvin, and Al 
MacInnis. 

Karlsson launching himself into such rarified air might be justification 
alone for a Norris, even with his heavy offensive zone reps and little time 
spent on the penalty kill. 

Other blueliners like Josh Morrissey of the Jets (69 points in 70 games), 
Dougie Hamilton of the Devils (66 points in 71 games), and Rasmus 
Dahlin of the Sabres (64 points in 66 games) are also routinely stuffing 
the stat sheet. 

But it’s not like Lindholm has been quiet on the offensive end. The 
Swede ranks 15th among defensemen with 48 points over 69 games, 
already surpassing his previous career high of 34 points in 78 contests in 
2014-15. 

Lindholm is projected to finish the season with 56 points. That’s more 
than Drew Doughty (51 points in 82 games) during his Norris campaign 
in 2015-16. 

Armed with a sharp shot, crisp skating, and a willingness to activate off 
the offensive blue line, Lindholm has the ability to drive the puck into 
Grade-A ice with ease. 

Beyond his ability to pepper shots from the slot or set up teammates in 
the fracas developing down low, Lindholm’s transition talents are often 
the spark that set up quality chances. 

Lindholm’s ability to execute breakouts against puck-pressuring skaters 
make him an invaluable cog in Boston’s efforts to limit the amount of time 
spent in their own end. 

A stacked supporting cast could be his undoing 

Lindholm has been dynamic at both ends of the ice this season. So have 
most of the 2022-23 Bruins. 

As Montgomery noted, Lindholm might have top competition in the same 
dressing room. 

“Our problem is we have two D-men who could or should win the Norris,” 
Montgomery said. 

Given that Lindholm serves as one piece of the well-oiled machine that is 
Boston’s layered and stingy zone defense, voters could focus in more on 
someone like Karlsson, who has been the lone bright spot on a dreadful 
Sharks team. San Jose has just 19 wins, but it somehow has managed to 
outscore opponents 86-78 when Karlsson is out logging his heavy 
minutes. 

But one does have to wonder just how this Bruins team would fare 
without Lindholm.His dominance next to Carlo allowed Montgomery to 
essentially place two top-10 defensemen on separate pairs. But he also 
helped keep Boston’s banged-up defensive unit afloat during a 

tumultuous stretch to open the season when, with McAvoy out for 13 
games, the Bruins still jumped out to an 11-2-0 record. 

There were many factors that played into that fantastic start, but one was 
Lindholm’s dominant stretch next to Connor Clifton (18-4 goal differential 
in their 259:34 of 5 vs 5 minutes). 

Lindholm may not be the flashiest option on the Norris ballots this spring. 
But few skaters have impacted their team quite like him. 
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Jeremy Swayman lifts B’s over Habs, 4-2 

 

Steve Conroy 

6-8 minutes 24/03/2023 

 

The Bruins haven’t exactly been playing like Stanley Cup favorites the 
last couple of games, but their goalies have been there to make sure 
they didn’t pay the consequences for it. 

After Linus Ullmark stopped 40 shots on Tuesday to beat Ottawa, Jeremy 
Swayman made 29 saves, some of them spectacular, to lead the B’s to a 
4-2 win over the Montreal Canadiens at the Garden on Thursday. 

David Pastrnak’s career-high 49th goal early in the second period held 
up as the game-winner (he was robbed of No. 50 later in the second) 
while problems on the power play (0-for-5) cropped up again in a game in 
which the B’s spent too much time in their own zone, getting outshot, 31-
21. 

Coach Jim Montgomery admitted to a little concern over the necessity of 
standout goaltending lately, but also allowed that, given several 
cicrumstances, it is to be expected for his 55-11-5 team. And the two 
games haven’t been all bad. 

“Again, in both games in the third period, I thought we played the right 
way,” said Montgomery. “We were very loose before that. Happy that we 
got the two points. It’s a tough league to win in. I know we’ve won a lot 
this year, but it really is. And with the schedule as challenging as it is 
now, it’s four in six nights consecutively for five weeks, so we’re not going 
to have the most energy. I don’t think we skated very well tonight, but it’s 
understandable at times. But you’ve got to give credit to those guys. We 
find a way to win hockey games.” 

Rem Pitlick (32) of the Montreal Canadiens checks Boston's Patrice 
Bergeron to the ice during the first period Thursday in Boston. (Matt 
Stone/Boston Herald) 

Rem Pitlick (32) of the Montreal Canadiens checks Boston’s Patrice 
Bergeron to the ice during the first period Thursday in Boston. (Matt 
Stone/Boston Herald) 

Considering the grind of the schedule, it stands to reason that the B’s 
would lean on their netminders. That’s what they’re there for, said 
Swayman. 

“We want to do our job every night, whether we have two days off or no 
days off,” said Swayman. “Everyone goes through it. This whole league 
goes through it. We know every time we touch ice we want to help the 
team have a chance to win every night. Some games are good, some 
games are bad. We just want to do our job every night.” 

The first period was highlighted by the fact that, despite a yawning gap 
between the teams in the standings, the B’s and Habs will never play 
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nice, even though the league has done its best to water down one of the 
best rivalries in sports. 

There was bad blood aplenty in the first period that saw 31 penalty 
minutes dished out while the B’s took a 2-1 lead. 

The B’s jumped on top at 4:34 on Tyler Bertuzzi’s first as a Bruin. It 
wasn’t a pretty one but, with the luck he’s had, he’ll take it. He beat Chris 
Wideman behind the net in a puck battle and tried a centering pass, but it 
went off goalie Jake Allen and into the net. 

Then at 7:50, tempers flared. Well after the puck was gone and behind 
the play, Rem Pitlick took a run at Patrice Bergeron, knocking him to the 
ice. He was going for interference, but that was not enough for Brad 
Marchand. He made a bee line for Pitlick, flinging his gloves off and 
pounding the Hab with punches on the ice as Canadien players tried to 
pull him off. Marchand got four minutes and Pitlick got two. 

“You don’t hit our captain late,” said Montgomery. “That was a three-
second late hit and I liked – I loved – the fact that Marchand made the 
guy a price for doing it.” 

The B’s took a 2-0 lead at 13:38 on another beauty from Jake DeBrusk. 
Just as Connor Clifton was making his way out of the penalty box, 
Bergeron banked a pass up to him in the neutral zone and Clifton handed 
it off to a rushing DeBrusk. The fleet wing split Joel Edmundson and 
David Savard – the two D-men comically colliding in his wake – and he 
beat Allen with his 24th over the blocker. 

Nastiness continued. Jake Evans drew the ire of Charlie McAvoy when 
he gave Swayman a snow shower, with McAvoy burying Evans and 
precipitating more pushing and shoving. 

The B’s then got themselves in trouble on a faceoff. A.J. Greer was 
jousting on a faceoff with Mike Hoffman, who had gotten away with a 
two-hand slash ton the back of Tomas Nosek’s legs earlier in the game. 
Greer then crosschecked Hoffman straight in the face, earning himself a 
five-minute major and the gate at 17:08. Greer could well get a call from 
the Department of Player Safety. 

“We talk about playing with emotion, which is great, but not getting 
emotional,” said Montgomery. “Unfortunately, Greersie, his stick rode up 
… and it cut him. It’s something we can learn from, because you can’t 
take those kind of penalties in the playoffs.” 

With 19 seconds left in the period, Nick Suzuki got the Habs back to 
within a goal on a one-timer, and they still had over two minutes of PP 
time. The goal snapped Swayman’s shutout streak at 164:33. 

They were able to kill that, thanks to a great save by Swayman on Rafael 
Harvey-Pinard followed by Swayman gloving the puck just before the 
goal line. 

Back at full strength, the B’s recaptured their two-goal lead at 2:36 of the 
second. Bertuzzi sent a pea of a pass to Pastrnak at the left circle and, 
after the sniper made a shimmy move to the middle, he sifted it through 
Allen. 

But the Habs controlled the rest of the period and eventually got it back 
to a one-goal game. After Garnet Hathaway was called for holding, the 
Habs crept back to within a goal with 3:47 left in the period. Kirby Dach 
scored on a redirect of a perfect Mike Matheson pass to make it 3-2. 

The B’s took the rather shaky one-goal lead into the third period but they 
finally created some breathing room with 7:44 remaining in the third when 
David Krejci beat Allen with a backhander for his 16th of the year. 

That was finally enough. Swayman continued to make stops and was 
also fortunate late in the game when both Denis Gurianov and Jonathan 
Drouin missed open nets in the last couple of minutes. 

After Allen vacated the net for an extra skater, Swayman tried to score 
his own goalie goal and then Marchand tried to set up Pastrnak for No. 
50. In a fitting ending to challenging night, they couldn’t pull off either 

feel-good moment. But as usual, no bump in the road got in the way of 
them posting yet another W. 
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Bruins notebook: Jim Montgomery mulling goaltender usage in playoffs 

 

Steve Conroy 

5-7 minutes 23/03/2023 

 

In a conversation with reporters about his goaltending rotation, coach Jim 
Montgomery pretty much named Linus Ullmark his starting goalie for 
Game 1 of the playoffs. 

Surprise, surprise. Ullmark is the odds-on favorite for Vezina Trophy as 
the league’s best netminder. 

But as far as continuing the goalie rotation into the playoffs? Montgomery 
wasn’t exactly leaning that way, but he wasn’t ruling it out, either. 

“We would have no issues with it. I don’t know if we’re going to do that,” 
said Montgomery on Thursday. “Most likely Linus is going to start the first 
game. Then we’ll see how it goes from game to game. I’m not going to 
commit to anything beyond Game 1.” 

It would make little sense for Montgomery to say much else. Declaring 
that Ullmark is going to get all the starts wouldn’t be sending a great 
message to Jeremy Swayman, who went into Thursday’s game against 
the Canadiens riding a 144:52 shutout streak and had his save 
percentage up to .920 and goals against down to 2.20. For some playoff-
bound teams, Swayman would be the unquestioned Game 1 starter. No 
reason not to keep him mentally ready. 

But leaving the door open does make one wonder if Montgomery would 
make a switch in net in the playoffs that is not health or performance-
related. 

And Montgomery could not argue with the success that the rotation has 
given both the B’s as a team and the goaltenders individually. 

“I do think there’s a physical and mental benefit,” said Montgomery. 
“They’re playing four games every week. They’re each getting two games 
a week. Two games a week is a significant (amount). It’s perfect, really, 
when you have a split. It’s not perfect for the (skaters), it’s perfect for the 
goalies. We’re fortunate. We have two elite goaltenders and they 
obviously are great teammates. I think their goalie hug is something I 
admire from afar. It spoke to the togetherness and spoke to the Bruins’ 
culture and I think it’s awesome.” 

Rival views 

Thursday’s game was the one and only time the Montreal Canadiens are 
in Boston this year and just one of three occasions they’ll meet. That’s a 
far cry from the old days and Montgomery, a Montreal native, misses 
them. He’d like to see more divisional games. 

“Montreal, for sure,” said Montgomery. “Montreal and the Bruins seemed 
to play each other every year in the playoffs the whole decade of the 
Seventies … and then the Eighties when it was the Adams Division back 
then. It seemed like they would each beat Buffalo and Quebec and meet 
in the next round. I wish we played that team in particular more. It’s the 
black and gold against the red, white and blue. It’s the tradition of the 
game for me.” 
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But for Brad Marchand, the rivalries sprout organically from the post-
season. And for Montreal-Boston, it’s been a while, 2014 to be exact 

“The rivalries nowadays are made in the playoffs and we haven’t played 
them that much lately as maybe in the past,” said Marchand. “For 
Montreal, they’re building and they’re younger. They’re going to be a 
really good team in the future. They have some incredible talent coming 
up. But we’re in a little bit of a different position and we’ve played Toronto 
and Tampa a lot recently. I feel more of a rivalry with Toronto and Tampa 
now than necessarily Montreal. It’s just with all of us being three 
contending teams, we’ve had some really good playoffs battles over the 
last few years. There were a few years in the mid-2000s when we did 
play Montreal in the playoffs and we had wars against them. Every 
regular season game. It was an absolute battle and you can tell we hated 
them. There will always be a rivalry just because of the history with 
Montreal, but when we play Toronto and Tampa, there’s just a different 
intensity to the games. That’s just part of the way the league is with the 
cap and everything. You can only be that contending team for so long 
and then you have to wait for draft picks.” 

Nothing like Olympics 

After the success of the World Baseball Classic, Connor McDavid lobbied 
for a similar best-on-best tournament. For Marchand, who played in the 
World Cup of Hockey but was twice denied chances to go to the 
Olympics, it’s all about the five rings. 

“I still don’t think there’s anything that compares to the Olympics,” said 
Marchand. “The World Cup is fun and everything, but the Olympics is the 
Olympics and that’s really the true best on best. The NHL has seemed to 
be getting away from that and replace it with the World Cup because of 
the money value. But the Olympics is always what you watched growing 
up, whether it’s the Canada-U.S., the games I watched growing up and 
got excited about … I don’t think there’s anything that replaces that. It 
would be nice to the NHL get back there for the next one.” 

Hurdles for Hall 

While Montgomery said Taylor Hall looked really good Wednesday, he 
doesn’t know if the wing will be able to get in any regular season games. 

“He’s got some hurdles here still in our process of returning to play to go 
through. Not certain either way,” said Montgomery. 

Before Montgomery came into the interview room for his daily press 
briefing, Marchand preceded him into the room and gave a mock injury 
update. 

Hall? “Looks good. I think he’s playing tonight.” 

And Nick Foligno’s status? “Still old. Still bald.” 
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Plenty of reasons why an Ullmark-Swayman playoff platoon makes no 
sense 

 

by Nick Goss 

 

Trying to find a real concern about the Boston Bruins requires quite a bit 
of effort right now. 

They just responded to their first back-to-back losses in regulation by 
winning three consecutive road games by a combined score of 15-2. The 
B's have a massive lead atop the NHL standings and some of the recent 

concerns about the team's play -- special teams, slow starts, etc. -- now 
don't look like genuine issues.  

There's no glaring weakness to crush the Bruins over right now. So, with 
about a month left before the 2023 Stanley Cup Playoffs begin, what are 
we going to talk about? 

Unfortunately, the idea of the Bruins using a goalie platoon in the playoffs 
has surfaced. 

It's a weird debate and an even worse idea. 

For starters, goalie platoons usually don't work in the playoffs. They are 
great in the regular season because the grind of an 82-game schedule 
wears on goaltenders, which is why fewer of them play 60-plus games 
compared to 10 years ago.  

But in the playoffs, sticking with one guy -- unless a severe drop in 
performance or injuries crop up -- is the right way to go. If you look at 
every Stanley Cup champion this century, just five of them had a goalie 
who didn't record all 16 of their victories during that playoff run. 

Here's a recap of those five. Most of them were related to injuries and not 
poor performance. 

Carolina Hurricanes rookie Cam Ward started all but two games in the 
2005-06 playoffs en route to a Stanley Cup title and Conn Smythe 
Trophy. He earned 15 of Carolina's 16 wins.  

Jean-Sebastian Giguere had to leave the Anaheim Ducks in the 2006-07 
playoffs for a non-injury matter. He was the unquestioned starter when 
available. 

In 2007-08, the Red Wings started legendary goalie Dominik Hasek in 
the first two games of Round 1 versus the Nashville Predators. The 43-
year-old Hasek won both of them, but he lost the next two matchups with 
brutal performances. The Red Wings switched to Chris Osgood in Game 
5, and he didn't give up the net as Detroit went on to beat the Penguins in 
the Stanley Cup Final. Osgood had already won two Stanley Cup titles 
for the Red Wings (1996-97 and 1997-98), so he knew what it took to win 
in the playoffs.  

Corey Crawford won 13 games for the 2014-15 champion Chicago 
Blackhawks. He started 19 of the Blackhawks' 23 games and all of them 
after Round 1. There wasn't much debate between Crawford and Scott 
Darling. 

In 2015-16, Pittsburgh Penguins goalie Matt Murray missed the first two 
games of Round 1 because of a concussion. He also missed Game 5 in 
the Eastern Conference Final. He started every other game and won 15 
of the 16 games Pittsburgh needed for a championship. 

The last time we saw a team use a platoon or make a switch to a 
different goalie in the middle of the playoffs and win a Stanley Cup was 
the 2016-17 Penguins. Marc-Andre Fleury struggled in a second-round 
series win over the Washington Capitals and then played poorly in the 
first three games of the Eastern Conference Final versus the Ottawa 
Senators. He allowed four goals in a Game 3 loss to the Senators and 
Murray took over. Murray played the rest of the way and led the 
Penguins to their second consecutive title. 

Darcy Kuemper missed six of the Colorado Avalanche's wins last season 
because he suffered an injury in Round 1. Kuemper did play all six 
games in the Cup Final when the Avs defeated the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Another reason why a playoff goalie platoon is a bad idea is because 
Bruins starter Linus Ullmark is on track to win the Vezina Trophy. Why on 
Earth would the Bruins not give the league's best goalie this season the 
start in Game 1 of the playoffs and a long leash for the entire postseason 
run? There's no precedent for it, and that's because if you have a Vezina-
level goalie who has dominated opponents all season, you ride him as 
long as you can. 

Ullmark leads his goaltending peers in pretty much every significant 
statistical category.  
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One of the arguments for a goalie platoon is that backup Jeremy 
Swayman has been awesome the last month or so. It's true, he's been 
great of late, but his stats aren't leaps and bounds better than Ullmark 
since Feb. 1. Ullmark has five victories in that span against teams 
currently in a playoff spot. Swayman had three such wins over that span. 

Sure, Swayman played better than Ullmark in last season's first-round 
series versus the Hurricanes. But Swayman's stats were good, not great, 
and he only won at home. He was unable to carry the Bruins to victory in 
Game 5 and Game 7 in Carolina. So it's not like Swayman has a 
postseason resume that is much better than Ullmark's. Neither of them 
have a ton of postseason experience. 

Ullmark has earned the right to start Game 1 of the playoffs and keep his 
job unless he suffers an injury or his performance suffers a massive drop. 
Neither scenario is likely. Even if he loses back-to-back games at some 
point, it would be foolish to turn to Swayman unless the Swedish 
netminder was the undisputed No. 1 reason for those defeats. Even then 
in that scenario, it would be a tough decision. 

This isn't a tough decision for the Bruins. The stats, recent playoff history 
and common sense all point toward Ullmark being the guy in net. 
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Talking Points: Bertuzzi Scores First Bruins Goal in Win 

 

Joe Haggerty 

3-4 minutes 24/03/2023 

 

BOSTON – Here are the Talking Points from the Boston Bruins 4-2 win 
over the Montreal Canadiens at TD Garden on Thursday night. 

GOLD STAR: Tyler Bertuzzi has fit right in with the Boston Bruins since 
arriving in Boston and scored his first goal in Black and Gold as part of a 
first period attack that put the B’s in the driver’s seat. Bertuzzi finished 
with a goal and two points along with four shot attempts in 15:54 of ice 
time and was a plus-2 on a strong overall evening. The goal was the 
perfect kind of crash-and-bang goal as Bertuzzi fought off Chris 
Wideman looking to eliminate him from the play, and then he threw a 
puck at the backside of Jake Allen that took a few bounces before ending 
up in the back of the net. Those are the kinds of goals that will be scored 
once it gets to Stanley Cup playoff time. 

BLACK EYE: The Montreal Canadiens don’t have anything to hang their 
head about in a solid effort against the Bruins, but the Rem Pitlick hit on 
Patrice Bergeron put the B’s in a salty mood early in the game. The puck 
was nowhere near Bergeron when Pitlick clipped the B’s captain in the 
head with high contact, and Brad Marchand wasted zero time jumping 
the Canadiens skater and tackling him in the crease. Both players ended 
up in the penalty box for roughing and the Bruins attempted several times 
to get Pitlick to answer for a very late hit against their captain, but Pitlick 
never truly answered the bell for his transgressions. Also, he finished a 
minus-2 with no shots on net for the game, so it was a night to forget all 
around for the Montreal center. 

TURNING POINT: The Boston Bruins were holding a slim 3-2 lead after 
the first 40 minutes of play and were actually getting outshot by a wide 
margin by Montreal. So the B’s were playing with fire leaving Montreal 
hanging around in the game, but they stepped it up a notch in the third 
period after relying quite a bit on Jeremy Swayman for the first two 
periods. Then halfway through the third they got their insurance goal with 
David Krejci scoring after a Connor Clifton point shot created a loose 

puck situation in front. Once the B’s were up 4-2 midway through the 
third, the game was over. 

DraftKings 

HONORABLE MENTION: It’s got to be Jeremy Swayman in a game 
where the Boston Bruins were outshot by a 31-21 margin and the Bruins 
goaltender had to be at his best making 23 saves in the first two periods 
while the B’s were loose with the puck. His best stop was probably a leg 
pad save at the post on Rafael Harvey-Pinard in the second period that 
was followed by Swayman gloving down the loose puck after it floated 
behind him during the ensuing scrum at the net. It was a miraculous 
couple of saves and showed that Swayman continues to be just as 
locked in as Linus Ullmark right now. 

BY THE NUMBERS: 49 – a career high in goals for David Pastrnak after 
he scored in the second period to give the Boston Bruins a two-goal 
cushion. 
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Marchand Jumps Pitlick After Headshot On Bergeron 

 

Jimmy Murphy 
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Whoever said that the Boston Bruins-Montreal Canadiens rivalry is dead 
may want to watch the first period of their game at TD Garden on 
Thursday night. 

In a game that was physical from the start, Montreal Canadiens forward 
Rem Pitlick took it to another level with a textbook, dirty head shot on 
Boston Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron just under eight minutes into the 
first period. 

Boston Bruins alternate captain Brad Marchand immediately skated at 
Pitlick, jumped him and pounded away until Montreal Canadiens 
defenseman David Savard jumped in and pulled him off. Chaos ensued 
into mini-scrums, and it was clear that the Canadiens didn’t come to 
Boston to be a sacrificial lamb so the Bruins could clinch the Atlantic 
Division with a win and a Toronto Maple Leafs loss to the Florida 
Panthers in regulation. Marchand wound up with a double-minor for 
roughing and Pitlick went to the sin-bin for interference. 

The rough stuff continued after that as the two bitter rivals combined for 
15 minutes in penalties before the first period came to a close with the 
Boston Bruins leading the Canadiens 2-1. Two of those infractions were 
to Bruins winger (and Joliette, QC native), A.J. Greer. Obviously caught 
up in the emotion of the moment, Greer lost his cool and delivered a 
flagrant cross-check to the face of Canadiens winger Mike Hoffman. 
Greer received a five-minute major for cross-checking and a game 
misconduct. 
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Game 71: Bruins Vs Canadiens, Betting Lines, Preview 
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Jimmy Murphy 
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Here’s your Boston Hockey Now Boston Bruins Game Day Preview: 

Boston Bruins (54-11-5, 113 pts) vs Montreal Canadiens (28-37-6, 62 
pts) 

TIME: 7:07 p.m. ET 

TV: NESN, RDS, TSN2 

Radio: 98.5 The Sports Hub 

Here’s the DraftKings Massachusetts Sportsbook Betting lines: 

Money Line: Bruins (-435), Canadiens (+350) 

Puck Line: Bruins -1.5 (-150), Canadiens +1.5 (+130) 

Over/Under: OVER 6.5 (-115), UNDER 6.5 (-105) 

Boston Bruins Notes 

-The Boston Bruins can clinch the Atlantic Division Thursday night at TD 
Garden. If the Bruins beat the Montreal Canadiens and the Florida 
Panthers beat the Toronto Maple Leafs in regulation Thursday night, then 
the Boston Bruins are your 2022-23 Atlantic Division champions. 

-Sadly this is the only time the Montreal Canadiens play the Bruins at TD 
Garden this season. I know the NHL schedule makers and they do their 
best, and do what they’re told from above. So, if you’re as ticked about 
this as this old school hockey fan, let’s get a petition going to Gary 
Bettman. 

-The blue line rotation continues tonight as Brandon Carlo will sit, and 
Jakub Zboril draws into the lineup. Up front, winger Jakub Lauko will sit 
up top, and A.J. Greer draws back in. 

Montreal Canadiens  Notes 

-The Montreal Canadiens enter tonight’s game with the fifth-best chance 
to win the NHL Draft Lottery and land generational player Connor 
Bedard. 

-Canadiens center Jake Evans will play in his first game since suffering a 
lower-body injury on Jan. 14. 
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Brad Marchand Sadly Logging Off Twitter - Boston Hockey Now 

 

Joe Haggerty 

3-3 minutes 23/03/2023 

 

BRIGHTON, MA – Unfortunately Boston Bruins fans will no longer have 
Brad Marchand’s twitter posts to entertain them intermittently throughout 
the hockey season. 

The 34-year-old regularly made news through his social media account 
as one of the NHL’s boldest twitter users whether it was taking on haters, 
tangling with reporters like yours truly or simply lending his opinions to 
things going on in the hockey world. 

Sometimes it was even about defending a teammate. 

It was always entertaining when Brad Marchand would get into a dust-up 
with somebody and often it would illuminate about where his mind was 
on any topic, but the B’s left winger said he had deactivated account after 
he received an email that his blue check mark was being taken away if 
he didn’t begin paying the social media monolith. 

“Yeah, I’m not paying. I’m just not doing it,” said Marchand with a smile 
on his face. “That’s what happened. I got an email that they took my blue 
check mark away and it’s a little easier to hack because they took my 
two-step verification away, so I said ‘You know what? I’m going to get out 
now while I can. The last thing I need is somebody hacking [me].’ 

“So if anything comes up, it wasn’t me. I think that twitter is making 
everybody pay for the blue check marks now and I’ve got enough 
expenses, so I don’t need that.” 

Boston Bruins 

DraftKings 

Some mused that Marchand might have been removing his twitter 
account with the Stanley Cup playoffs just a month away, and it perhaps 
signifying an effort to focus solely the postseason while avoiding all 
distractions. 

Nope, said Marchand. 

“No, it’s strictly because I’m not paying for twitter,” said Marchand. “I 
don’t care about twitter enough to pay for it. It’s fun to go on and have 
some fun every now and again, but I’m not paying for it. So I just deleted 
it. 

“I’m sure I’ll be back on it at some point. I’ll be bored some day or 
whatever.” 

That’s good news that the Boston Bruins rabble-rouser didn’t rule out 
returning to his twitter account at some point, but it sounds like it won’t be 
happening until Elon Musk decides that it’s perhaps a bad idea to drive 
athletes, celebrities, influences and other famous voices away from the 
social media company that it was built on. 
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Bruins Can Clinch Atlantic Division Thursday Night 

 

Jimmy Murphy 

3-3 minutes 23/03/2023 

 

The Boston Bruins can clinch the Atlantic Division Thursday night at TD 
Garden. 

If the Bruins beat the Montreal Canadiens and the Florida Panthers beat 
the Toronto Maple Leafs in regulation Thursday night, then the Boston 
Bruins are your 2022-23 Atlantic Division champions. 

This would be the Bruins’ second Atlantic Division title in their last four 
seasons and third overall since the league realigned and renamed their 
four divisions prior to the 2013-14 season. The Boston Bruins were 
Atlantic Division and President’s Trophy winners that season and for the 
2019-20 season. Entering NHL action Thursday night, the Bruins (113 
points), have a 13-point lead over the Carolina Hurricanes (100 points). 
Unless they suffer a major collapse in their final 12 games, they will win 
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the division and NHL regular season crown for a third time since the 
2013-14 season. 

Whenever the Boston Bruins do clinch the 2022-23 Atlantic Division 
crown, it will be their 27th division crown in their team history in their 98-
season history. The Bruins have won the Stanley Cup three times (1928-
29, 1971-72, 2010-11), after winning their division. 

Since the President’s Trophy was established in 1985-86, only five 
President Trophy winners have gone on to win the Stanley Cup. The 
1986-87 Edmonton Oilers; the 1993-94 New York Rangers; the 2000-01 
Colorado Avalanche; the 2001-02 Detroit Red Wings, and the 2013 
Chicago Blackhawks, who beat the Bruins in six games in the 2013 
Stanley Cup Final. 

The Boston Bruins clinched a berth in the 2023 Stanley Cup Playoffs 
back on March 11 as they became the fastest team to 50 wins in NHL 
history with a 3-2 win over the Detroit Red Wings. This will be the 
seventh straight trip to the Stanley Cup playoffs for the Bruins. 

DraftKings 

Heading into NHL action Thursday night, the Boston Bruins were in line 
to face Sidney Crosby and the Pittsburgh Penguins (80 points) in the first 
round of the 2023 Stanley Cup Playoffs. That could change though if the 
Panthers (79 points) do get two points against the Maple Leafs and 
leapfrog the Penguins.’ 

It’s still baffling to think that veteran hockey scribes like yours truly were 
thinking the Boston Bruins were a border line playoff team this season, 
but most onlinecasinos did have them as long shots to win the Atlantic 
Division, Eastern Conference and Stanley Cup. If you were one of the 
lucky and smart ones to take the Bruins at the beginning of the season, 
you’re in line for a nice score soon! 
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Bruins Daily: Marchand Love; Blackhawks Ditch Pride Jersey 

 

Jimmy Murphy 

4-4 minutes 23/03/2023 

 

Here’s your latest Boston Bruins and NHL news and nuggets in the latest 
Bruins Daily: 

Boston Bruins 

Wednesday was a day to reflect on Boston Bruins winger Brad Marchand 
here. 

As my BHN partner-in-crime Joe Haggerty wrote, Brad Marchand is 
getting hot and finding his stride at just the right time with the 2023 
Stanley Cup playoffs arriving in less than a month. 

Speaking of Marchand, he once again got some love in the annual 
NHLPA Players Poll. The 34-year-old superstar winger is that player you 
hate on the other team but want on your team. That’s why he finished 
ahead of Edmonton Oilers superstar Connor McDavid as the player 
players “least enjoy playing against, but would like to have on their team.” 

Speaking of Marchand, it appears he has deleted his Twitter account to 
focus on the upcoming Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

National Hockey Now 

MTL: The Boston Bruins will be doing their arch-rivals a favor if they beat 
them tonight as the Montreal Canadiens are still alive in the ‘Tank for 
[Connor] Bedard’ sweepstakes. 

PIT: Veteran Pittsburgh Penguins center Jeff Carter has been the wrong 
kind of goat this season and the recipient of plenty of criticism and shots 
from the Pittsburgh media and fans. On Wednesday night, he shut both 
groups up with two goals in a 5-2 win over the Colorado Avalanche in 
Denver. 

PHI: The Philadelphia Flyers suddenly have plenty of young talent on the 
right wing. Could they trade away a right wing in the offseason? 

FLA: Florida Panthers forward Sam Reinhart has found his game again 
just as the Panthers make a late push to make the playoffs. 

DET: The Detroit Red Wings are essentially eliminated from the 2023 
Stanley Cup Playoffs, but they never really expected to make it anyways. 
Hope still springs eternal in Motown as the team looks to the future. 

DraftKings 

COL: With all due respect to recently extended Colorado Avalanche head 
coach Jared Bednar, one bad call in the second period of a 5-2 loss to 
the Penguins isn’t why you lost on Wednesday night. 

VGK: What would a potential Vegas Golden Knights-Calgary Flames first 
round playoff series look like? 

SJS: What does the future look like between the pipes for the San Jose 
Sharks? 

NHL 

The Chicago Blackhawks became the latest NHL team to ditch their 
Pride jerseys for their annual Pride/Hockey Is For Everyone Night. Like 
so many NHL players and teams this season, they hid their decision 
behind a false mantra as they said they did this out of fear for the safety 
of their Russian players. Well, it turns out it’s HIGHLY unlikely that the 
Putin dictatorship will physically harm or kill any Russian player for 
wearing a pride jersey as proven right here: 

Also, something tells me, if anything would put a Russian players’ safety 
in danger, it would be wearing jerseys representing the American military 
as Alex Ovechkin and the Washington Capitals did last night. 
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Bruins goalies Ullmark and Swayman are in a rotation — Why not in the 
playoffs, too? 

 

Fluto Shinzawa 

6-7 minutes 24/03/2023 

 

BOSTON — Thursday marked the Bruins’ 16th game since Feb. 20. 
Linus Ullmark and Jeremy Swayman split the 16-game stretch right down 
the middle: eight starts apiece, alternating each time. 

Why shouldn’t that continue in the playoffs? 

The pure rotation of the last month has served the Bruins well. Ullmark 
posted a .938 all-situations save percentage over his eight starts. 
Swayman’s was .928, which included back-to-back shutouts against the 
Jets and Sabres.  
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“I do think there’s a physical and a mental benefit,” coach Jim 
Montgomery said. “We’re playing four games every week. They’re each 
getting two games a week. Two games a week is perfect, actually, when 
you have a split. It’s not perfect for the players. It’s perfect for our goalies. 
We’re fortunate that we have two elite goaltenders. They obviously are 
great teammates. Their goalie hug is something I admired from afar. It 
spoke to the togetherness. It spoke to the Bruins culture. I think it’s 
awesome.” 

Their relationship stretches off the ice, too. On Wednesday, Ullmark 
hosted Swayman and his father, Ken, at his home for fika, the Swedish 
term for coffee and snacks with friends. In Swayman’s opinion, the 
cinnamon buns that Moa, Ullmark’s wife, bakes have no equal. 

“My dad asks him how he’s doing every time I talk to him,” Swayman said 
of Ullmark. “It’s like a second son. It’s such a special relationship. To see 
it translate on the ice so well for both of us is really special. We’re finding 
a formula on how to do that every night.” 

There is only room, however, for one of them to start Game 1. 
Montgomery is giving Ullmark that opportunity. It’s a good bet Ullmark will 
take the Game 2 net, too.  

This makes sense. Ullmark is in the thick of Vezina Trophy consideration. 
He’s made 43 appearances. He’ll probably end the regular season at 
around 50. In terms of workload, that is probably a good number in terms 
of setting Ullmark for a postseason run. 

Having Swayman by his side, though, is absolutely part of the 
explanation as to why Ullmark has submitted a career year. Ullmark does 
not have to endure the physical and mental strain of being an Andrei 
Vasilevskiy-like workhorse. Over the course of 82 regular-season games, 
playing slightly more than half of the schedule has optimized Ullmark to a 
degree he’s never experienced before. 

In that regard, it makes little sense to toss an 82-game script out the 
window for the most demanding stretch of the season.  

You can argue that this is simply the way of the league. That may be so.  

The fact that it’s always been this way, however, doesn’t necessarily 
make it right.  

It was not long ago, for example, that every team employed at least one 
enforcer. Coaches sometimes ran their players through no-pucks bag 
skates after efforts they didn’t like. Power plays regularly deployed two 
defensemen and three forwards. Some goalies preferred wood sticks for 
handling pucks when lighter composites were available. 

It may be that precedent, or lack of it, is one factor discouraging 
Montgomery from installing a pure goalie rotation in the playoffs. The 15 
other teams that qualify for the playoffs are unlikely to switch their goalies 
every postseason start. There is no data in the modern game to inform 
franchises that playoff rotations work. 

Riding one puck-stopper, after all, is the best strategy for most teams. It 
would make no sense for the Lightning to give anyone other than 
Vasilevskiy the keys to the net. The Jets, Stars, Rangers and Islanders 
could go on deep runs primarily because they employ Connor 
Hellebuyck, Jake Oettinger, Igor Shesterkin and Ilya Sorokin, 
respectively. 

The Bruins once did the same with Tuukka Rask. The former ace was 
clearly the stronger option over Jaroslav Halak, Anton Khudobin and 
Chad Johnson, some of his partners over the years. 

The delta between Ullmark and Swayman, though, is not as wide as 
those separating other aces and their partners. Swayman turned back 29 
of 31 shots in Thursday’s 4-2 win over the Canadiens. He played with 
both calmness and fire as the Canadiens repeatedly buzzed the crease. 

“We just want to do whatever we can to help the team win, no matter 
who’s playing, when we’re playing,” Swayman said. “It’s nice to get a 
rotation. We’re both getting reps and both getting that chance to rest and 
recover at the same time. Because we know we’re preparing for the 

playoffs. We want to make sure that every game, we’re getting steps 
toward that goal. It’s been an awesome rotation. One game at a time.” 

Ullmark gives the Bruins the best chance to win every game. But as 
noted earlier, Swayman’s work as a 1A goalie is one of the reasons 
Ullmark has been atop his game for just about every start. 

It’s not done and dusted that Swayman will be mothballed for good once 
the playoffs begin. Last year, Swayman closed out the first round against 
the Hurricanes after the Bruins lost the first two games with Ullmark in 
net. 

In retrospect, it wasn’t hard for then-coach Bruce Cassidy to give 
Swayman the wheel for Game 3. The Bruins needed a jolt just as much 
as they required tighter goaltending. 

The difficult thing would be for Montgomery to turn to Swayman in Game 
2 if Ullmark won Game 1. That just hasn’t happened before. Montgomery 
would feel the knives in his back, for example, if Ullmark won Game 1 
and Swayman lost Game 2. 

But that’s already happened this year, as recently as the 16-game 
segment. On March 4, Ullmark started the Bruins’ 4-2 win over the 
Rangers. Swayman lost the next game against the Oilers, 3-2. On March 
11, the Bruins beat the Red Wings with Ullmark in net, 3-2. The next day, 
Detroit hung a 5-3 loss on Swayman and the Bruins. 

Since Feb. 20, Montgomery has set his goaltending on autopilot. It’s 
worked out well.  

There’s reason to think that continuing the trend in mid-April might 
produce something similar. 
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Boston Bruins record tracker: Will they break NHL marks for wins, 
points? 

 

The Athletic Staff 

4-5 minutes 23/03/2023 

 

After becoming the fastest NHL team to 100 points and 50 wins earlier 
this month, the Bruins are on pace to challenge even more regular-
season records. Boston (55-11-5) has a realistic shot at setting the 
record for both the most wins and most points by a team in a single 
season. 

The Athletic will be tracking the Bruins’ pace the rest of the way. Here’s 
where they stand: 

Wins record 

NHL record: 62 

Bruins’ pace: 63 

With 11 games remaining in the regular season, the Bruins need eight 
more wins to top the current record, set by the Detroit Red Wings in 
1995-96 and equaled by the Tampa Bay Lightning in 2018-19. 

Boston is on pace to hit the mark if the team maintains its current .775 
win percentage over their remaining games. 

Points record 

NHL record: 132 
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Bruins’ pace: 132 

The Bruins need 18 points to beat the current record of 132, set by the 
Montreal Canadiens in 1976-77. If Boston maintains its current season 
average (1.6 points per game) through the team’s final 11 games, they 
will tie the record. 

The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn’s model projects Boston to finish with 
129, falling three points short. 

Team stats 

The Bruins also lead the league in points percentage and penalty kill 
percentage. Additionally, they are on pace to finish the season with the 
highest goal differential in the salary cap era, leading the league with a 
goal differential of plus-117. However, the all-time record in the category 
— set by the same Canadiens team that currently owns the points record 
— sits far off at plus-216. 

On the individual front, goalie Linus Ullmark leads the league in goals-
against average, save percentage and goals saved above average, while 
David Pastrnak is second behind the Oilers’ Connor McDavid in goals 
scored this season. 

The Athletic’s Fluto Shinzawa breaks down the seven factors that have 
made the team so successful here. 

Bruins’ playoff history 

Boston has already made 75 playoff appearances, second to only the 
Canadiens at 85, and will add one more to its total when they clinched a 
spot after just 64 games. The franchise ranks fourth in the league in 
Stanley Cup final appearances at 20, behind the Maple Leafs (21), Red 
Wings (24) and Canadiens (33). 

Boston’s last Stanley Cup final appearance was in 2019, losing in seven 
games to the St. Louis Blues. That Bruins team finished second during 
the regular season, posting a 49-24-9 record. 

Notably, neither the 1995-96 Red Wings nor the 2018-19 Lightning won 
the Stanley Cup despite their regular-season wins records. The Red 
Wings lost to the Avalanche in six games in the Western Conference 
finals, while the Lightning were swept in the first round by the Blue 
Jackets. 

The 1976-77 Canadiens, however, capped their historic season with a 
championship. 

Upcoming games 

March 25 — Lightning at Bruins — 1 p.m. ET 

March 26 — Bruins at Hurricanes — 5 p.m. ET 

March 28 — Predators at Bruins — 7 p.m. ET 

March 30 — Blue Jackets at Bruins — 7 p.m. ET 

April 1 — Bruins at Penguins — 1 p.m. ET 

April 2 — Bruins at Blues — 3:30 p.m. ET 

April 6 — Maple Leafs at Bruins — 7 p.m. ET 

April 8 — Devils at Bruins — 8 p.m. ET 

April 9 — Bruins at Flyers — 6 p.m. ET 

April 11 — Capitals at Bruins — 7 p.m. ET 

April 13 — Bruins at Canadiens — 7 p.m. ET 

Required reading 

Bruins’ Stanley Cup pursuit checks all the boxes — even historic ones 

Shinzawa: Why I thought the Bruins’ Stanley Cup window was closed, 
and how they flung it open 
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LeBrun: The NHL’s 5 best trade-deadline pickups so far, and why they’re 
such good fits 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

9-11 minutes 23/03/2023 

 

There should be no argument that, when it’s all said and done, Timo 
Meier will be considered the most impactful player moved at the 2023 
NHL trade deadline. 

That’s hardly climbing out on a limb, I know. 

It’s why the Devils gave up a boatload for him. It’s why they hope to have 
him around for a long time. 

But also, unsurprisingly for a player who had previously played for one 
NHL team his whole career, Meier took a few games to get going in New 
Jersey. He was pointless in four of his first five games before recently 
finding his sea legs and starting to show the kind of fit that could lead to 
some big playoff moments this spring — and beyond that. 

No surprise there. 

But what about players who were traded to teams looking for them to be 
more immediate fits? Today, let’s take a look at five players acquired 
ahead of the March 3 deadline who have wasted no time in impressing 
their new teams. They walked right in and made an impact like they’d 
been there all along. That’s hard to do. And it’s mighty impressive. 

With some commentary provided Tuesday from free-agent NHL head 
coaches Travis Green (via phone) and Bruce Boudreau (via text 
message), here’s our top five deadline stars so far: 

1. Mattias Ekholm 

What a stud since arriving from Nashville. I know plus-minus is what it is 
as a statistic, but through his opening 10 games with the Oilers, he was 
plus-15! Not to mention his three goals and nine points. He’s happy to be 
in Edmonton, too. “It’s a lifetime opportunity,” Ekholm told me recently. 

And he’s helped stabilize young defensive partner Evan Bouchard. A 
home run trade by any measure so far. 

Green: “It’s been a while that people have talked about Edmonton 
needing to add a player much like Ekholm. To see what he’s done there 
in 10 games, the points stand out right away for me. Watching him 
throughout his career, he was always a guy for me that I thought 
probably had a little more offense in him than he showed. But his 
commitment level to defense has always been outstanding. And his 
ability to help protect leads and shut down players, that’s always been 
(at) the forefront of his game. And it’s showing there. He’s plus-15 in 10 
games. You do the math over 82 games, that’s pretty impressive. Plus 
there’s the leadership factor as well. He’s been around, he’s played a lot 
of playoff games. That’s something that’s going to help Edmonton.” 

Boudreau: “Great pickup. Gives the Oilers, other than (Darnell) Nurse, a 
playoff-ready, great defender, something they have missed. (Tyson) 
Barrie is a good man but not a great defender, so big improvement.” 

Mattias Ekholm is looking like a perfect fit for the Oilers. And he feels like 
he’s been an Oiler for months. On his immediate comfort with his new 
team and what he feels is an amazing opportunity. My latest : 

2. Dmitry Orlov 
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This trade looked great right away. Orlov has three goals and 12 points in 
12 games and a plus-11 rating. He’s been excellent at both ends of the 
ice for the Bruins, and the strengths of his game align well with how they 
want to play. 

Green: “I watched Orlov’s games early on after he got to Boston, what an 
impact he made. He was in Washington for such a long time and had 
been a real good player for them. Sometimes when guys get traded, you 
wonder if there’s going to be a period of adjustment. He goes to Boston 
and you wonder if it’s going to take some time to fit in. It says a lot about 
him when he goes in there and takes off right away. But it also says a lot 
about the team in Boston. … From the outside looking in, you can tell 
he’s really been welcomed to the group and made to feel comfortable, 
which is important for a player when he gets traded. It’s well known 
they’ve got a great veteran group there that knows what it takes to win. 
Orlov has been phenomenal.” 

Boudreau: “Boston doesn’t make too many mistakes. Again, a playoff-
experienced defenseman on the best defensive team in the league. 
Ouch. Rich get richer. Also, Orlov can play the game any way you want 
it. He’s physical, very strong, has a great shot.” 

Boudreau added that with Orlov, there’s now no weak link in the Bruins’ 
group of six defensemen. 

3. Joonas Korpisalo 

I will freely admit I was more focused on the Kings finally filling a hole on 
the left side of their defense with Vladislav Gavrikov in the same trade 
with Columbus and thought less about Korpisalo in the immediate 
aftermath. But with Jonathan Quick jettisoned as part of that deal, the 
gamble on Korpisalo needed to be wisely judged by the Kings. So far, so 
good. Korpisalo is 3-0-1 with a .921 save percentage. 

Green: “L.A., subtly, has made a lot of good moves. All of a sudden their 
goaltending is totally different with (Pheonix) Copley and Korpisalo. You 
don’t see that a lot, where a good team starts the year with two goalies 
(Quick and Cal Peterson) and now they’ve got two different goalies. I 
can’t remember seeing that from a top team in a while. They’ve had a 
great season, but it seems like they’re getting their game at its best level 
down the stretch here. Playing in the playoffs is such a big time, 
especially for goalies. Korpisalo has been in the league long enough now 
that this is his time to play some meaningful games and do well. The 
Kings have eight wins in their last 10 games (8-0-2). It’s been a combo of 
Korpisalo and Copley. I’m looking forward to seeing who’s going to be 
their guy down the stretch. They’ve got two good goalies.” 

Boudreau: “Korpisalo has really given confidence to L.A. They are very 
good but now are not worrying about soft goals anymore. Good 
goaltending all year would have them running away with the West. Now 
they have it.” 

4. Ivan Barbashev 

Barbashev’s just been very good since arriving in Vegas. He plays left 
wing on Jack Eichel’s line. And the Golden Knights coaching staff 
appreciates the details in his game, like making tight-area plays along the 
boards. He’s a special-teams contributor. A physical presence. The 
Knights did their homework before making this trade. 

Green: “I’ve always liked Barbashev as a player. I know we had talked 
about him in Vancouver for a couple of years. He kind of fits into that 
Vegas style of hockey. A good two-way player. Hard-nosed guy. He’s 
had a good start in Vegas, eight points (in 12 games). Some people 
might be surprised, but yet you’ve seen over his career he’s had stints 
where the points are there. … He’s a gritty player who can provide you 
offense and some different elements that you need to help win in the 
playoffs.’’ 

Boudreau: “Perfectly spotted for a team like Vegas. Not the typical star 
Vegas would go after but can play the game any way you want to, as far 
as being on the first or fourth line. All these teams went for good fits for 
their team and got them. I like this player a lot.” 

Flights, learning names, off-day film sessions, and Bruce Cassdy calling 
his number in a crucial situation with the game on the line. 

5. Rasmus Sandin 

There’s an argument to be made I probably could have Jakub Vrana (five 
goals in eight games in St. Louis) on here instead, but the premise is the 
same, I wanted to include a younger player dealt to a non-playoff team. 
And I stole the Sandin idea from Mike Johnson, who talked about him on 
our Got Yer’ Back podcast this past week. And I agree with Johnson: 
Sandin putting up 12 points in nine games since arriving in Washington, 
that’s a way to make your new GM look good. He’s only 23. The tools are 
there. The Leafs got a sound return in this deal, a first-round pick plus 
rental Erik Gustafsson. But Washington, I think, made a smart gamble 
here. 

Green: “He’s the one guy on this list that’s a young guy still coming into 
his own. Is he getting more opportunity in Washington? Looks like it. He’s 
a young guy who hasn’t reached his limit yet.” 

Boudreau: “Sandin had an initial good bump but is minus-9 (over the past 
four games). But (he’s) a player traded for next year, should be a good 
addition. But that’s what we thought about Travis Dermott (in Vancouver). 
Didn’t quite turn out.” 
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Lightning routed by Senators, learn ‘tough lessons’ 

 

Staff Report 

Associated Press 
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OTTAWA — Alex DeBrincat had two goals and an assist, Brady Tkachuk 
added another two goals and the Senators routed the Lightning 7-2 
Thursday night. 

Brayden Point and Mikhail Sergachev scored for Tampa Bay (42-25-6). 
Goaltender Brian Elliott stopped 28 shots. 

Lightning coach Jon Cooper was unimpressed with his team’s 
performance. He had made it clear to his squad that the Senators love to 
play off the rush and told them specifically not to feed Ottawa’s rush. 

However, he felt his team did that all night long. 

“We’re having a bit of a bit of a tough stretch here, but it’s all self-
inflicted,” Cooper said. “I’m just not sure when they’re going to learn, but 
they’re learning tough lessons.” 

The Lightning are on a three-game losing streak, having been outscored 
15-6 through the stretch. 

“I think we’re feeling sorry for ourselves a tiny bit,” admitted Cooper. 
“Because they know better. That’s what makes it tough is because they 
know they’re making these mistakes.” 

The Senators got a much-needed shot of confidence. 

Over their last 10 games, the Senators had gone 3-6-1 and saw their 
chances at making the postseason become extremely slim. 

“It’s big for us,” said Ottawa defenseman Thomas Chabot. “Obviously, 
we’ve felt like we’ve been playing some good hockey lately, but obviously 
not getting the results we wanted. 
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" … but it just shows that when we stick to what we do and how we play, 
we have a lot of success and it (showed) tonight … the way we played 
tonight is exactly how we need to play the rest of the way.” 

Derick Brassard, Erik Brannstrom and Austin Watson added the others 
for Ottawa (35-32-5), while Mads Sogaard made 27 saves. 

“It’s nice to get a definitive win for this group,” said DeBrincat. “I thought 
we played pretty good from start to finish.” 

The victory marks Ottawa’s first 35-win season since the 2015-16 
campaign. 

The Senators dominated play for much of the game, but Tampa Bay was 
still within striking distance early in the third period. 

Sergachev made it a one-goal game 4:10 into the frame with a power-
play marker. 

But less than two minutes later, Brannstrom had a beautiful end-to-end 
rush culminating with a shot into the top corner to make it 4-2 for Ottawa. 
It was only Brannstrom’s second of the season, but the 23-year-old has 
shown significant improvement and poise throughout the year. 

“It’s fun,” admitted Brannstrom. “I want to play offensive hockey and 
contribute out there so it was nice to see it go in.” 

Following the game, Senators head coach D.J. Smith said he felt 
Brannstom was the team’s best defenseman on the night. 

Things went downhill from that point on for the Lightning. 

Tkachuk padded the Senators’ edge with a power-play goal at 13:11 and 
added an empty-net goal 24 seconds later. 

Watson closed the scoring at 14:39 when he spun around and saw his 
shot beat Elliott. 

Trailing 2-0 to start the second, the Lightning cut the deficit in half when 
Point beat Sogaard on a one-timer from the left faceoff circle. 

Ottawa restored its two-goal lead with 1:56 remaining in the period when 
Brassard scored a power-play goal just as the man advantage was about 
to expire. 

DeBrincat opened the scoring 8:53 into the first period when he took a 
Drake Batherson pass off the rush and beat Elliott far side. 

Just under three minutes later, DeBrincat raced up the ice, spun around 
to maintain possession and let a shot go that went over Elliot’s shoulder 
and in. 
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