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Hurricanes find way past Maple Leafs to earn two big points as playoff race heats up 

By Chip Alexander 
 
Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour calls it the 
toughest stretch of the regular season “by a mile,” and few 
would disagree. 
 
In a span of five games, the Canes were set to face the New 
York Rangers twice, the Toronto Maple Leafs, the Boston 
Bruins and then the Tampa Bay Lighting. No letup there. 
 
Carolina, after splitting the two games with the Rangers, 
turned back the Maple Leafs 5-3 Saturday at PNC Arena as 
goalie Pyotr Kochetkov was at his competitive, athletic best 
with 41 saves — and had to be. 
 
Brind’Amour was quick to say the Canes were “off” and 
outplayed for the most part but saved by the play of 
Kochetkov. Auston Matthews had 15 shots, tying Toronto’s 
franchise record for a game, and scored twice, and Calle 
Jarnkrok had a goal for the Leafs (43-20-9), but the Canes 
found a way despite being outshot 44-28. 
 
Sebastian Aho’s go-ahead goal, soon after a disputed score 
by Matthews, gave the Hurricanes a 4-3 lead with 2:26 left in 
regulation, and Teuvo Teravainen’s late empty-netter 
finished it off. 
 
Aho’s 32nd came as he followed up the rebound of Jaccob 
Slavin’s point shot, backhanding the puck past goalie Matt 
Murray. He then assisted on Teravainen’s goal, on a 
spinning shot from center ice. 
 
“Koochie kept us there all night,” Aho said of Kochetkov. 
“They have some elite players and obviously Koochie can’t 
stop all of them but he was really good tonight and kept us 
alive all night.” 
 
The victory kept the Hurricanes (47-16-8) two points in front 
of the New Jersey Devils in the Metropolitan Division. The 
Devils topped the Ottawa Senators 5-3 Saturday and have 
clinched a playoff spot. 
 
“We had a good first period and then their world-class talent 
took over and we just watched it happen,” Brind’Amour said. 
“I tip my hat to them because they played a really good 
game. I didn’t really know what we were doing, they were 
just coming in waves. 
 
“If it wasn’t for our goalie obviously we wouldn’t have won. 
It’s funny how it goes. The first two games we played that 

team I thought we deserved to win. Tonight, we didn’t 
deserve that. Sometimes, it evens out.” 
 
The Canes could have been deflated in the third after 
Matthews’ second goal, with 2:58 remaining in regulation, 
tied the score 3-3. It came after Kochetkov appeared to 
smother the puck and get a whistle to stop play, only to have 
Matthews score on a forehand. 
 
The initial ruling was no-goal but was quickly overturned. It 
was reviewed and upheld by the NHL Situation Room, which 
ruled the puck entered the net as the “culmination of a 
continuous play” that was “unaffected by any whistle blown 
by the referee.” 
 
The Canes didn’t agree with the ruling but quickly answered 
as Aho scored with 2:26 left in the third. Jordan Martinook 
battled at the blue line to keep the puck in the zone, then 
went to the front of the net, while Aho skated in to collect the 
rebound and score off Slavin’s shot. 
 
“There are two options,” Aho said. “Either stick with it, or kind 
of just drop your shoulders. We definitely did a good job to 
bounce back and not change how we approached the next 
shift.” 
 
Stefan Noesen had pushed the Canes ahead 3-2 at 8:13 of 
the third, jamming the puck past Murray after a wraparound 
chance by the winger. 
 
The Canes were the more opportunistic team in the first, 
taking a 2-0 lead on goals by Brent Burns and captain 
Jordan Staal. The Maple Leafs badly outplayed the Canes in 
the second, keeping the puck in the Carolina zone as 
Matthews had nine shots in the period. 
 
The Canes then killed off a penalty five minutes into the third 
– the Leafs, second in the NHL on the power play, were 0-3. 
 
The Canes converted on a 5-on-3 power play in the first. 
Burns, open at the top of the slot, scored his 13th of the 
season. Staal later scored after a strong forechecking shift 
by his line, swiping the puck past Murray. 
 
Next up: the Bruins, the best team in the league, on Sunday 
at 5 p.m. 
 
“Just go 1-0,” Aho said of the Canes’ mindset. “It’s cliche but 
it’s how we try to live by. We’ve been doing a pretty good job 
all year just going 1-0 and not thinking ahead or in the past.”
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Kochetkov, Hurricanes survive onslaught to stun Maple Leafs 

By Cory Lavalette 
 
RALEIGH — If Saturday night at PNC Arena had been a 
boxing match, the Hurricanes would have been saved by the 
bell in the second round. The Maple Leafs looked every bit 
the Stanley Cup contender, outshooting Carolina more than 
three-to-one while erasing a two-goal deficit in the middle 
frame. 
 
When Toronto got a power play early in the third period, it 
seems inevitable that the Maple Leafs convert and finally go 
ahead. 
 
Instead, the Hurricanes killed off the penalty and followed 
that with a Stefan Noesen goal to regain the lead with under 
12 minutes left. 
 
It still wasn’t over. 
 
Toronto’s Auston Matthews got his second goal of the night 
with 2:58 left to tie the game again, with the refs overturning 
their own whistle to say he scored on a continuation of a play 
initially blown dead. 
 
Carolina again showed it always has a puncher’s chance, 
with Sebastian Aho backhanding in a rebound of a Jaccob 
Slavin shot to put the Hurricanes ahead for good with 2:26 
left in a 5-3 win over the Maple Leafs in front of a standing-
room-only crowd of 18,895. 
 
“I guess there’s two options: keep going and stick with it, or 
just kind of drop your shoulders and let it go,” Aho said of the 
adversity in the game. “We definitely did a good job to 
bounce back and didn’t change too much how we 
approached the next shift.” 
 
There were plenty of opportunities for Carolina to throw in 
the towel — specifically in the second period. 
 
Toronto outshot the Hurricanes 18-5 in the middle frame and 
erased Carolina’s 2-0 first period lead, getting goals from 
Calle Jarnkrok and Matthews. 
 
“Their world-class talent took over,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said, “and we just watched it happen.” 
 

Matthews had nine shots on goal in the middle 20 minutes of 
the game, the most by any player in a period this season, 
and the Hurricanes were fighting to just survive to the 
intermission as the Maple Leafs’ relentless attack persisted. 
 
“They were just coming in waves, and if it wasn’t for a goalie, 
obviously, we wouldn’t have won,” Brind’Amour said. 
 
The goalie, rookie Pyotr Kochetkov, made a career-high 41 
saves and looked exhausted in the locker room following the 
win. 
 
“Was that fun?” I asked the 23-year-old Russian, who is still 
learning English. 
 
“No,” he said.” 
 
“Work?” I countered. 
 
“Work.” 
 
If the Leafs dominated the second period, the Hurricanes 
owned the first. 
 
After Carolina forward Martin Necas was high-sticked by 
Toronto defenseman Jake McCabe, the Hurricanes quickly 
got a 5-on-3 power play when Noel Acciari was called for 
hooking. 
 
Carolina needed just 25 seconds to score, with Brent Burns 
creeping between the circles and wristing a shot past Matt 
Murray (24 saves) for a 1-0 lead at 1:54 of the first. 
 
The Hurricanes doubled their lead near the midway point of 
the first. 
 
A stretch pass by Carolina forward Jesper Fast to Jordan 
Martinook helped the Hurricanes establish possession, and 
Fast caught up with the play and crashed the net. 
Martinook’s pass to Fast was blocked, but Jordan Staal hit it 
on a bounce and knocked it past Murray for a 2-0 lead at 
10:52 of the first. 
 
The tally, Staal’s 17th of the season, ended an 11-game goal 
drought for the Carolina captain. 
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“The power play goal, it was nice to get one,” Brind’Amour 
said. “It at least got us going, and I felt like we built a really 
good first period. But then it just kind of went the other way.” 
 
With Kochetkov impenetrable down low, the Leafs scored 
twice on open wrists shots in the slot, first by Jarnkrok and 
then Matthews. 
 
Carolina hobbled into the locker room for the second 
intermission and then had to kill off Martinook’s tripping 
penalty just over five minutes into the third. 
 
But Carolina built momentum off its third successful kill of the 
night and went ahead just under a minute later. 
 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi stole a Toronto dump-in and led a rush 
up ice. He fed a cross-ice pass to Noesen, who bobbled the 
puck, spun around the net and tried to sweep in a 
wraparound. The puck stopped on the goal line, and Noesen 
jabbed at Toronto forward Acciari’s stick to force the puck in 
at 8:13 to give Carolina a 3-2 lead. 
 
“It was a great pass,” Noesen said. “I really wanted to one-
(time) that. Confidence isn’t through the roof, but I was able 
to hold onto it and stuff it around. It was sitting there and I 
think they all thought that Matt was covering it, and that’s a 
typical Noesen goal right there.” 
 

Matthews — playing arguably his best game of the season 
— tied it again at 17:02 when he shot the puck in after it 
squirted out to him despite the whistle blowing for Kochetkov 
covering it. 
 
The referees — much to Brind’Amour’s disagreement — 
ruled the goal a continuation to tie the score. 
 
That set the stage for Aho to score his 32nd of the season. 
 
Necas passed the puck to Slavin at the point, and the 
rebound of his shot kicked right to Aho to backhand over 
Murray’s left pad. 
 
“Yawning cage,” Aho said. 
 
Teuvo Teravainen added an empty-net goal with 1:17 left to 
seal the win. 
 
“We found a way … at the end of the day, goalie was great,” 
Brind’Amour said. 
 
Notes: Matthews’ 15 shots tied a Maple Leafs franchise 
record and were the most by any player this season. … Aho 
has five goals and six points in his last four games. … Necas 
had two assists. … Kochetkov’s 41 saves were the most by a 
Carolina goalie in a regulation game since James Reimer 
had that many in a 2-0 win over the Kings on Jan. 11, 2020. 
… Burns played in his 750th consecutive game. 
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Recap: Canes Find A Way Past Maple Leafs 

Kochetkov makes 41 saves, the most by a Carolina 
netminder this season  
 
By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - It felt like a long and winding road to get 
there, but the Carolina Hurricanes found a way past the 
Toronto Maple Leafs on Saturday, 5-3. 
 
The Story 
 
The two playoff-destined teams provided an action-packed 
start to the affair, one that would favor Carolina. 
 
Toronto was guilty of two penalties in the game's opening 
1:29, providing the hosting club with an ample amount of 
five-on-three time. During that, Brent Burns skated into a 
wrist shot, beating Matt Murray to the glove side to open the 
scoring. 
 
Burns' 54th point of the season was one of what would be 11 
shots in the first 4:09 for the Canes, solidifying a significant 
offensive push. That push was then supplemented by Jordan 
Staal's 17th goal of the season, extending Carolina's lead to 
two just 10:52 in. 
 
Then, it became the Pyotr Kochetkov show. Toronto 
controlled the next 30 minutes of play, putting the Canes 
almost entirely on their heels. Rod Brind'Amour's club would 
make it out of the first period still ahead 2-0 thanks to their 
netminder, but that would not be the case after 40 minutes of 
play. 
 
In the second, Toronto outshot Carolina 18-5, getting goals 
from Calle Jarnkrok and Auston Matthews to completely 
erase what had been a quality start for the Canes. Had it not 
been for a few stellar stops from Kochetkov, the Maple Leafs 
could have certainly been ahead by several. However, 
Carolina managed to make it out of the second in a tied 
game, knowing they'd need to shift the momentum of the 
contest in order to earn the win. 
 
They did just that to start the final stanza though, getting a 
tide-turning penalty kill in the first seven minutes. Less than a 
minute after they were able to get back to five-on-five play, 
Stefan Noesen found the go-ahead goal for Carolina. A very-
needed tally, the game put the Canes back in the driver's 
seat for the bulk of the third period. Toronto would not roll 
over though. 

 
Although it came with some controversy, including what 
appeared to be a premature whistle and a subsequently 
followed video review, Matthews put home a rebound for his 
second goal of the night inside the final three minutes. 
 
As an irate PNC Arena crowd expressed their displeasure 
with the officials, it took just 32 seconds for their boos to turn 
to cheers. Sebastian Aho was able to locate a rebound of his 
own, tapping the loose change from a Jaccob Slavin shot 
home for the eventual game-winner. Teuvo Teravainen 
would add an empty net goal to close out the scoring, giving 
Carolina a 5-3 victory. 
 
They Said It 
 
Rod Brind'Amour giving his thoughts on the game... 
 
"We were a little off. I tip my hat to that team, they were on it, 
after the first period. They were good, we weren't, and that's 
what it looks like. So unless you have a goalie making saves, 
you're going to be in trouble. That's basically what 
happened."  
 
Sebastian Aho describing the contest from his perspective... 
 
"(Pyotr Kochetkov) kept us in there all night. We had a good 
first period. Second period, they dominated us. They took 
over. We weren't smart enough. Too many turnovers in all 
areas of the ice. They have some elite players. (Kochetkov) 
can't stop all of them. He was really good tonight, he kept us 
alive. Then we had a good push in the third." 
 
Stefan Noesen offering his thoughts on the back-and-forth 
emotions in the contest... 
 
"It's playoff hockey. Who doesn't like playoff hockey? I know 
it's still the regular season, but each game is meaningful. 
Each game we're playing against teams that are gearing up 
for the playoffs. There's nothing better." 
  
Bonus Notes 
 
- The Canes advance to 47-16-8 with the victory. 
- Brent Burns played in his 750th consecutive game tonight, 
currently the second-longest active streak in by an NHL 
player. 
- This evening was Sebastian Aho's 17th multi-point game of 
the season, tying Martin Necas for the team lead. 
 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 26, 2023 

 

 
 
Toronto visits Carolina after Matthews’ 2-goal game 

By Kurt Dusterberg 
 
RALEIGH, N.C. -- Sebastian Aho scored late in the third 
period, and the Carolina Hurricanes recovered to defeat the 
Toronto Maple Leafs 5-3 at PNC Arena on Saturday. 
 
Aho scored on the rebound of Jaccob Slavin's shot at 17:34 
of the third to put the Hurricanes ahead 4-3. His goal came 
32 seconds after Auston Matthews tied it 3-3 during a 
scramble in front. 
 
"I guess there's two options: keep going and stick with it, or 
drop your shoulders and let it go," Aho said. "We definitely 
did a good job to bounce back and didn't change too much 
about how we approached the next shift." 
 
Pyotr Kochetkov made an NHL career-high 41 saves, and 
Jesper Fast and Martin Necas each had two assists for the 
Hurricanes (47-16-8), who have won three of four. 
 
Carolina remained two points ahead of the New Jersey 
Devils for first in the Metropolitan Division. 
 
"[Kochetkov] especially was dominant, but we found a way," 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "We haven't had a 
game all year where if it wasn't for the goalie, we don't have 
a chance." 
 
Matthews scored two goals, Morgan Rielly had two assists, 
and Matt Murray made 23 saves for the Maple Leafs (43-20-
9), who have lost two of three. 
 
Toronto leads the Tampa Bay Lightning, who have played 
two more games, by five points for second place in the 
Atlantic Division. 
 
"I find it in a lot of ways to be our best game," Maple Leafs 
coach Sheldon Keefe said. "We don't get the win here today, 
[but] there's certainly some things we'll take out of this and 
learn from. I couldn't ask for much more there." 
 
Brent Burns gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead during a 5-on-3 
power play at 1:54 of the first period, scoring from between 
the circles off a pass from Shayne Gostisbehere. 
 
Jordan Staal extended the lead to 2-0 at 10:52 when he 
batted Jordan Martinook's centering pass over Murray's 
glove. 

 
"On the 5-on-3 they capitalized, and [they] get another quick 
one, so we had to dig ourselves out of a hole there pretty 
early," Matthews said. "But we're proud of the way we played 
to get the game back." 
 
Calle Jarnkrok cut it to 2-1 at 4:41 of the second period when 
he scored with a wrist shot through traffic from the top of the 
right circle. 
 
Matthews tied it 2-2 at 12:41 on a low wrist shot from the 
slot. 
 
"He's playing great for us," Rielly said. "He's feeling it and 
putting the puck in the net. It's a good sign for us. When he's 
going, our team tends to play well." 
 
Toronto outshot Carolina 18-5 in the second period. 
 
"Their world-class talent took over, and we just watched it 
happen," Brind'Amour said. "I tip my hat to them because 
they played a really good game. They were just coming in 
waves, and if it wasn't for our goalie, we obviously wouldn't 
have won." 
 
Stefan Noesen gave Carolina a 3-2 lead at 8:13 of the third 
period. Murray stopped Noesen on a wraparound at the left 
post, but Noesen jammed in the rebound. 
 
"I was able to hold onto it and stuff it around," Noesen said. 
"It was sitting there, and I think they all thought Matt was 
covering it. That's a typical Noesen goal right there." 
 
After Matthews and Aho traded goals, Teuvo Teravainen 
scored into an empty net at 18:43 for the 5-3 final. 
 
NOTES: Matthews had an NHL career-high 15 shots on 
goal, including nine in the second period. He has 14 points 
(eight goals, six assists) in his past nine games. … Burns 
played his 750th straight game, the second-longest active 
streak in the NHL behind Phil Kessel of the Vegas Golden 
Knights (1,055). … The 44 shots were the most the 
Hurricanes have allowed this season. ... Maple Leafs forward 
Mitchell Marner had an assist to extend his point streak to 
nine games (six goals, 10 assists)
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Aho’s late goal lifts Hurricanes past Maple Leafs 5-3 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Sebastian Aho scored his team-
leading 32nd goal of the season with 2:26 remaining to 
rescue the Carolina Hurricanes in a 5-3 win over the Toronto 
Maple Leafs on Saturday night. 
 
Aho’s goal came 32 seconds after Auston Matthews’ second 
goal for Toronto tied the game. Teuvo Teravainen added an 
empty-net goal. 
 
“We found a way,” said Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour, 
whose team was outshot for the first time in 14 games. “The 
first two games we played that team, I thought we deserved 
much better. (This game) we didn’t deserve that, but 
sometimes it evens out.” 
 
Brent Burns, Jordan Staal and Stefan Noesen also scored 
for Carolina, which won for the fourth time in its last eight 
games to maintain in first place in Metropolitan Division. 
Jesper Fast and Martin Necas both had two assists. 
 
Pyotr Kochetkov made 41 saves for his first victory in his last 
three outings. The Hurricanes relied heavily on Kochetkov, 
who became just the second rookie in franchise history with 
41 or more saves in a victory. 
 
“They took over and we weren’t smart enough,” Aho said. 
“Koch-ie can’t stop all of them.” 
 
Despite the outcome, it ranked high on a list of top 
performances for the Maple Leafs. 
 
“I find it in a lot of ways to be our best game,” Toronto coach 
Sheldon Keefe said. “The back half of the first period, much 
of the entire second and third period, I think that’s as good as 
we played all season.” 
 
The Maple Leafs outshot Carolina 28-12 across the last two 
periods. 
 
“Their world-class talent took over and we just watched it 
happen,” Brind’Amour said. 
 
Jarnkrok and Matthews scored eight minutes apart in the 
second period as Toronto erased a 2-0 deficit. Jarnkrok 
notched his 18th goal, including six this month. Matthews’ 
unassisted tally at 12:41 of the second period gave him his 
35th goal of the season. 
 
Noesen’s go-ahead goal with 11:47 left in the third resulted 
when his wrap-around attempt was denied by Murray. But 

Noesen was persistent and poked the puck across the goal 
line. 
 
“That’s a typical Noesen goal there,” he said of his effort. 
 
SHOT CHARTS 
 
The 44 shots on goal matched a season-high mark for the 
Maple Leafs. Matthews had plenty to do with that. 
 
Matthews registered nine shots on goal in the second period. 
He finished with 15 shots, tying the franchise single-game 
record. 
 
“He’s right back to being one of the most dominant players in 
the league,” Keefe said. 
 
The Hurricanes had no player with more than three shots. 
Toronto had 33 shots through two periods, marking the most 
for any Carolina opponent in a full game in the last 15 
games. 
 
“Unless you have a goalie making saves, you’re going to be 
in trouble,” Brind’Amour said. 
 
GET READY 
 
In a four-day span, the Hurricanes’ schedule calls for 
matchups against three of the other four top teams in the 
Eastern Conference. 
 
“Great teams we play in a short period of time,” Aho said. “I 
like it. It’s a good time of year.” 
 
The Hurricanes faced the New York Rangers on Thursday 
night and collide with the NHL-leading Boston Bruins on 
Sunday. 
 
“This is probably the toughest all year by a mile,” 
Brind’Amour said. 
 
NOTES: Aho has nine game-winning goals this season. … 
The Hurricanes have won 36 of 45 games when scoring first 
this season. … The Maple Leafs won the first two meetings 
this season, including by 5-2 on March 17 at home. 
 
UP NEXT 
 
Maple Leafs: At Nashville on Sunday. 
 
Hurricanes: Host Boston on Sunday.
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NHL playoff standings: Bruins, Canes an East finals preview?

By Tim Kavanagh 

Much of what we examine in this space revolves around the 
races to earn a playoff spot (or the race to the bottom for the 
lottery teams). But let's look a little bit ahead for two teams 
that have already clinched their spots in the 2023 Stanley 
Cup playoffs. 

The Boston Bruins have been on a record pace this season, 
securing their playoff ticket back on March 11 and the 
Atlantic Division title on Saturday with their 2-1 victory over 
the Tampa Bay Lightning. They need eight more points to 
clinch the Presidents' Trophy as the league's No. 1 team this 
season -- over the Carolina Hurricanes, who are their 
opponents today (5 p.m. ET, NHL Power Play on ESPN+). 

Carolina has a bit more work to do to clinch its division; the 
New Jersey Devils are two points and one regulation win 
behind the Canes, although Carolina does have two games 
in hand. 

What are the chances these two clubs will meet again in the 
Eastern Conference finals for a rematch of last season's epic 
seven-game first-round clash? 

Money Puck gives the Bruins a 37.5% chance of reaching 
the conference finals, while the Hurricanes are at 48.3%. 

The Bruins' path will begin with the second wild card, one of 
the New York Islanders, Pittsburgh Penguins or Florida 
Panthers. They have gone 3-0-0 against the Isles, 2-0-0 
against the Penguins (with a game coming April 1), and 2-1-
1 against the Panthers. In the second round, they'll take on 
the Toronto Maple Leafs (against whom they've gone 2-1-0 
with a game left, on April 6) or the Lightning (3-1-0). 

For the Hurricanes, they'll take on the first wild card: They 
went 4-0-0 against the Penguins this season, 2-1-0 against 
the Isles (with a game left, on April 2), and 1-1-0 against the 
Panthers (with one game left, on April 13). Round 2 will be 
more difficult, as they've gone 2-2-0 against the Devils and 
1-3-0 against the New York Rangers. 

Oh, and heading into the showdown this afternoon, the B's 
and Canes have each won one game in the season series. 

As we enter the final stretch of the regular season, it's time to 
check all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying 
for position in the 2023 NHL draft lottery. 
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Positives to glean despite Maple Leafs loss, but concerns loom amid mediocre stretch  

By Ryan Dixon 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The Toronto Maple Leafs are becoming a 
bit of a Rorschach test right now. Squint at the Blue and 
White ink blot and, depending on your perspective, you could 
interpret things in a couple different ways. 
 
That same notion, really, applies to the Leafs’ latest game, a 
5-3 loss to the Carolina Hurricanes on Saturday night at PNC 
Arena in Raleigh. On one hand, the team dug itself an early 
2-0 hole and, after fighting to get back on even terms twice in 
the contest, allowed Sebastian Aho to score the game-
winning goal just 32 seconds after Auston Matthews’ second 
of the game had tied it with under three minutes to go in the 
third period. 
 
On the other hand, consider Sheldon Keefe’s assessment of 
a game where his team failed to even capture a single point 
despite being tied with 2:58 to go in regulation. “I thought, in 
a lot of ways, it might have been our best game of the 
season,” the coach said. 
 
How could he arrive at that conclusion? You require a few 
fingers to count the ways. Yes, Toronto fell behind early, but 
the first tally was a Brent Burns laser that kissed off the post 
and in past Matt Murray’s glove during a five-on-three 
Carolina power play. Then, on a play where the puck was 
bouncing all over the place, it finally landed within the 
sprawling reach of Jordan Staal and the Canes captain 
chopped it into the net. 
 
“You don’t even get going in the game and you’ve stuck a 
guy in the face [Jake McCabe was called for high-sticking] 
and then before long you’re now killing a five-on-three before 
most of our guys have even touched the ice,” Keefe said. 
“The place is rocking and they’re feeling good and we’re 
playing against a very good team here on the road.” 
 
'Might've been our best game of the season': Leafs' Keefe on 
performance vs. Hurricanes 
 
And yet, in the face of all that, Toronto managed to 
completely wrest control of the game back from a team that 
leads its division and has already clinched a playoff spot. At 
one point in the first, Carolina held a 16-6 shot advantage; 
then the Leafs fired 17 straight at Pyotr Kochetkov, who 
wound up turning aside 41 shots. 
 
“Four or five shifts before they made it 2-0 in the first period, I 
really felt our game coming together,” Keefe said. 
 
The other coach sensed it, too. 

 
“I thought we had a good first period and then their world-
class talent took over and we just watched it happen,” 
Carolina bench boss Rod Brind’Amour said. “They’d 
probably like to have their first period looked at. I don’t really 
know what we were doing [after that], they were just coming 
in waves and if it wasn’t for our goalie, obviously they would 
have won.” 
 
Yes, Kochetkov made it tough on them, but the Leafs’ effort 
began to pay off 4:41 into the middle frame when Morgan 
Rielly, back after one game of rest, dished to Calle Jarnkrok 
and watched the Swede snap one home from the top of the 
circle. The top line of Jarnkrok on the left with Matthews in 
the middle and Mitch Marner on the right had a number of 
dominant shifts, with Matthews in particular getting multiple 
Grade-A chances in tight he just couldn’t convert. That 
changed with 7:19 to go in the second when No. 34 jumped 
on a loose puck in the high slot and whipped it through the 
wickets of Kochetkov. 
 
It was just a complete barrage from Matthews, as he set an 
NHL-high on the season for shots in a period with nine in the 
second. He also tied his previous career high of 12 before 
the end of that stanza. (The other game he had 12 was last 
season in Dallas, when he broke Rick Vaive’s single-season 
goals record with No. 56). Ultimately he wound up equaling 
Dave Andreychuk’s franchise record of 15 shots, with lucky 
No. 13 squaring the game in the late stages of the third. 
 
'I thought we deserved a better fate': Leafs' Murray on hard-
fought loss to Hurricanes 
 
“I’m feeling good and feeling confident,” said Matthews, who 
has eight goals in his past nine outings. “I’m clicking really 
well with my linemates and I just want to continue that.” 
 
As far as Keefe’s concerned, his top centre looks just like the 
guy who won the league MVP and scored 60 goals last year. 
“He’s right back to being on the most dominant players in the 
league,” he said. “Physically dominant; hard on the puck; 
winning battles; making plays; getting to good spots. He’s 
been terrific.” 
 
He was. They all were, really, and yet it all came undone in a 
blink after Matthews had tied it. There have been those kinds 
of ups and downs for this team of late. This was the first time 
they’ve outshot an opponent in seven contests; they’re a 
pretty flat 6-5-1 in their past 11 and now 2-2-0 on a road trip 
that ends Sunday night in Nashville; the underlying numbers 
in the past few weeks aren’t great and there’s some sense 
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continuity has been elusive in the wake of so many new 
bodies being added ahead of the deadline. 
 
What do you see when you look at this team right now? The 
squad that utterly dominated a first-class opponent in its own 
barn for 80 per cent of the game and looked like they could 
beat absolutely anybody in the league, or the guys who 
broke down right after tying the match, as Aho blasted in 
from the top of the zone, went unmarked by any Leafs in his 
vicinity and backhanded the game-winner past Murray after 
the goalie kicked Jaccob Slavin’s point shot back into the 
slot. 
 

“That’s one thing that we certainly will take away from this 
and learn from, that’s a complete breakdown in coverage,” 
Keefe said. “That’s a critical point in the game, so you can’t 
let that happen. But I’m not going to let that spoil the effort 
here. There’s going to be virtually unlimited examples 
through this game of exactly what we’re capable of looking 
like and I thought it was really great for our guys [to play like 
that]. Not many teams come back and put themselves in the 
game when you get down 2-0 early to a team like that. And 
our guys just stayed with it.” 
 
For a night or two, that can be enough. But no matter how 
you see the process right now, a couple more bad results 
and that’s all anybody will be talking about. 
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Passionate Canes persevere over Leafs 

By Ryan Henkel 
 
It isn’t often that the Carolina Hurricanes find themselves as 
the team on its heels. The one trying to survive wave after 
wave of opposing lines and shots. But that’s exactly the 
position that they found themselves in against the Toronto 
Maple Leafs Saturday night at PNC Arena. 
 
And even though they seemed to be the team on the ropes, 
they survived and countered at the perfect times to ultimately 
pull off a 5-3 win. 
 
While the overall game wasn’t ideal, the Canes could look to 
a few crucial aspects of their game that led them to the win. 
Namely, special teams and goaltending 
 
The Hurricanes had a 5-on-3 opportunity within the first 1:30 
of game time, and they made it count as Brent Burns called 
his shot, ringing one off the post and in from the high slot. 
 
And while the Hurricanes would not receive another penalty 
call for the remainder of the game despite there being clear 
calls to be made — an issue that has become more and 
more apparent as the season counts down — the Canes’ 
perfect kill gave them the upper hand. 
 
And they had to work for that edge too. The Maple Leafs put 
up 10 total shots on the power play, including six on their first 
crack on the man-advantage in the first period. 
 
But the penalty killers put in the work with no bigger moment 
than the kill in the third period. 
 
With Toronto buzzing, having already dismantled the Canes’ 
lead, Jordan Martinook committed a trip after failing to clear 
the zone. 
 
The PKers put their heads down, went to work and 
immediately out of the kill, Carolina struck. 
 
With a full-bodied effort, Stefan Noesen’s wraparound 
chance was halted right on the goal line, but he dove into the 

crease, pushing the loose puck over the line to give his team 
the lead. 
 
And so while special teams were huge, the bigger piece of 
the puzzle was Pyotr Kochetkov. 
 
The Russian rookie had struggled in his prior two starts, a 3-
goals against loss to New Jersey and a 5-goals against loss 
to Toronto, but tonight he was like a man possessed. 
 
Kochetkov was dynamite, especially in close, as he turned 
aside heaps of Toronto chances. He single handedly kept his 
team in the game while the team simply fell apart to the 
Leaf’s onslaught. 
 
His 41 saves were the second most in franchise history by a 
rookie netminder and according to NaturalStatTrick.com, the 
Maple Leafs generated 6.3 expected goals, meaning that 
Kochetkov stopped 3.3 goals above expected. 
 
That’s the second highest goals saved above expected total 
for the Hurricanes this season behind only Antti Raanta’s 
shutout win over the Ottawa Senators in February where he 
turned aside 3.82 goals above expected. 
 
The timely saves were what Carolina needed to hang around 
with Toronto, and so even when Auston Matthews managed 
to shovel in a late, whistle-beating goal, Carolina was ready 
to counter attack. 
 
As has happened so often, it was Sebastian Aho in the 
clutch, slamming home a rebound off of a Jaccob Slavin shot 
just 28 seconds after Matthews tied it back up. 
 
And so Carolina, who were outshot 44-28, flipped the script 
they so often write, putting themselves in the part of the 
unlikely victor for another crucial two points. 
 
The Hurricanes are back in action less than 24 hours later as 
they host the league leading Boston Bruins at PNC Arena 
Sunday evening at 5 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 26, 2023 

 

 
 

Kochetkov’s 41 saves rescue Canes in 5-3 victory over Toronto

By Sam Overton & Erin Ferrare 
 
In a thrilling battle between two of the best hockey teams in 
the NHL, the Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Toronto 
Maple Leafs 5-3 on Saturday, March 25 at PNC Arena in 
Raleigh. 
 
The Canes (47-16-8) entered the weekend match fresh off a 
hard-fought loss to the New York Rangers on Thursday 
night, hoping to put up a fair fight against the dominant 
Maple Leafs (43-20-9). Top-notch netminding from Pyotr 
Kochetkov enabled the Hurricanes to quash Toronto’s hopes 
at a season sweep, stopping a career-high 41 shots to 
essentially salvage Carolina’s chances at a much-needed 
win. 
 
“[Kochetkov] kept us there,” said center Sebastian Aho. “We 
had a good first period. I felt like [during] the second period, 
[Toronto] just dominated us. They took over, and we weren’t 
smart enough. Too many turnovers [on] basically all areas of 
the ice, and they had some elite players. Obviously, Koochie 
can’t stop all of them, but anyways — he was really good 
tonight. Kept us alive all night.” 
 
A power play for the Hurricanes in the first frame transformed 
into a 49-second two-man advantage, giving them an early 
opportunity for a leg up over the Maple Leafs. Carolina’s blue 
line cashed in with a goal from defenseman Brent Burns, his 
12th of the season during his 750th-consecutive game in the 
NHL. 
 
Between Carolina’s second-best penalty kill and Toronto’s 
second-best power play in the league, each of the five 
penalties in Saturday night’s game were well-fought. It 
makes sense that the Hurricanes’ only real opportunity to 
seize a power-play goal came during the two-man 
advantage. 
 
Initially, the Hurricanes’ defense held the Leafs to zero goals 
on 16 shots — mostly thanks to Kochetkov’s prowess — and 
center Jordan Staal notched a biscuit in the first frame to 

give Carolina a two-goal lead. Martinook’s attempt at a goal 
gave Staal a perfect opportunity to put one past Toronto 
goaltender Matt Murray. 
 
The Canes took their foot off the gas in the second period, 
giving Toronto the opportunity to score twice in less than 10 
minutes to even the score in a tightly-contested game. The 
Maple Leafs bounced back considerably after the first 
intermission, finishing the second frame with 18 shots on 
goal in comparison to Carolina’s five. 
 
“I thought we had a good first period, and then their world-
class talent took over and we just watched it happen,” said 
head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “I tip my hat to them, because 
they played a really good game after the first. … I didn’t 
really know what we were doing. They were just coming in 
waves.” 
 
With the game tied up, the third period was expected to be a 
battle, and both sides came to play. Right wing Stefan 
Noesen scored the first goal of the period by jamming the 
puck in off a rebound past Murray, but Toronto responded 
with a goal of their own to make it 3-3. 
 
Not even a minute after the game was tied up, Aho slipped in 
a backhand shot to give Carolina the lead. The 25-year-old 
phenom earned first star of the game with his go-ahead goal, 
lighting a fire inside PNC Arena and giving the Hurricanes 
the momentum they needed to finish out the remaining two 
and a half minutes. A little over a minute after Aho’s shot, left 
wing Teuvo Teravainen sealed Carolina’s win with an empty-
net goal to put the Canes up 5-3.  
 
Having officially clinched a spot in the playoffs, the 
Hurricanes are looking to keep up the momentum heading 
into the final stretch of the regular season. First, they’ll have 
to take on some tough competition — as if tonight’s battle 
wasn’t enough, Carolina will take on the league-leading 
Boston Bruins at PNC Arena on Sunday, March 26, less than 
24 hours after their home win over the Maple Leafs. Puck 
drop is set for 5 p.m. 
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Wolves Rally Before Falling to Stars 4-3 in OT  
 
The Chicago Wolves continued their four-game road trip and 
rallied to earn a point with a 4-3 overtime loss to the Stars on 
Saturday night in Texas. 
 
Riley Barber scored the game-winner in overtime to lift the 
Stars and hand the defending Calder Cup champion Wolves 
their fourth loss in a row. The Wolves roared back from a 
three-goal deficit to pick up a point as they continue to battle 
for a Central Division postseason berth. 
 
Tuukka Tieksola scored two goals and Mackenzie 
MacEachern added another as the Wolves dropped to 0-1-1-
0 on the road trip. 
 
The Stars came out flying and took a three-goal lead at the 
first intermission following scores by Curtis McKenzie, 
Antonio Stranges and Scott Reedy. 
 
Early in the second, Tieksola cut the Wolves’ deficit to 3-1 
with his first goal since Feb. 3 after returning from a loan to 
Karpat of the Finnish League on Friday. Tieksola completed 
a pretty passing from Ronan Seeley to Ryan Dzingel with 
Tieksola tucking the puck past Stars goaltender Remi Poirier 
for his fifth goal of the season. 
 
The Wolves were killing a penalty late in the second when 
MacEachern sprung through the Stars defense on a 

breakaway. The veteran forward deked his way to the net 
and buried a forehand shot past the glove of Poirier for his 
sixth goal of the season. Vasily Ponomarev and Max Lajoie 
earned assists on the play. The shorthanded score was the 
Wolves’ 10th of the season to rank fourth in the league and 
pulled Chicago to within 3-2 after two periods. 
 
Midway through the third, Tieksola struck again to knot the 
score at 3-3. The forward pounced on a loose puck in the 
slot and fired a one-timer by Poirier to the stick side. Cavan 
Fitzgerald and Joseph LaBate were awarded assists. 
 
Zachary Sawchenko (26 saves) suffered the loss in goal for 
the Wolves while Poirier (26 saves) earned the win for the 
Stars. 
 
The Wolves dropped to 26-28-4-3 on the season and Texas 
improved to 35-17-8-3. 
 
Up next: The Wolves remain in Texas to face the Stars on 
Sunday (5 p.m.; AHLTV). 
 
For information on Wolves ticket plans for the 2022-23 
season — everything from single-game tickets to Flex Packs 
to group outings — visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES. 
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Hurricanes find way past Maple Leafs to earn two big points as playoff 
race heats up 

 

Chip Alexander6-7 minutes 26/03/2023 

 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour calls it the toughest stretch 
of the regular season “by a mile,” and few would disagree. 
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In a span of five games, the Canes were set to face the New York 
Rangers twice, the Toronto Maple Leafs, the Boston Bruins and then the 
Tampa Bay Lighting. No letup there. 

Carolina, after splitting the two games with the Rangers, turned back the 
Maple Leafs 5-3 Saturday at PNC Arena as goalie Pyotr Kochetkov was 
at his competitive, athletic best with 41 saves — and had to be. 

Brind’Amour was quick to say the Canes were “off” and outplayed for the 
most part but saved by the play of Kochetkov. Auston Matthews had 15 
shots, tying Toronto’s franchise record for a game, and scored twice, and 
Calle Jarnkrok had a goal for the Leafs (43-20-9), but the Canes found a 
way despite being outshot 44-28. 

Sebastian Aho’s go-ahead goal, soon after a disputed score by 
Matthews, gave the Hurricanes a 4-3 lead with 2:26 left in regulation, and 
Teuvo Teravainen’s late empty-netter finished it off. 

Aho’s 32nd came as he followed up the rebound of Jaccob Slavin’s point 
shot, backhanding the puck past goalie Matt Murray. He then assisted on 
Teravainen’s goal, on a spinning shot from center ice. 

Toronto Maple Leafs center Auston Matthews (34) skates after the puck 
against Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Brett Pesce (22) during the 
second period at PNC Arena. 

Toronto Maple Leafs center Auston Matthews (34) skates after the puck 
against Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Brett Pesce (22) during the 
second period at PNC Arena. James Guillory James Guillory-USA 
TODAY Sports 

“Koochie kept us there all night,” Aho said of Kochetkov. “They have 
some elite players and obviously Koochie can’t stop all of them but he 
was really good tonight and kept us alive all night.” 

The victory kept the Hurricanes (47-16-8) two points in front of the New 
Jersey Devils in the Metropolitan Division. The Devils topped the Ottawa 
Senators 5-3 Saturday and have clinched a playoff spot. 

“We had a good first period and then their world-class talent took over 
and we just watched it happen,” Brind’Amour said. “I tip my hat to them 
because they played a really good game. I didn’t really know what we 
were doing, they were just coming in waves. 

“If it wasn’t for our goalie obviously we wouldn’t have won. It’s funny how 
it goes. The first two games we played that team I thought we deserved 
to win. Tonight, we didn’t deserve that. Sometimes, it evens out.” 

The Canes could have been deflated in the third after Matthews’ second 
goal, with 2:58 remaining in regulation, tied the score 3-3. It came after 
Kochetkov appeared to smother the puck and get a whistle to stop play, 
only to have Matthews poke it in. 

The initial ruling was no-goal but was awarded to the Leafs after review. 
It was ruled by the NHL Situation Room that the puck entered the net as 
the “culmination of a continuous play” that was “unaffected by any whistle 
blown by the referee.” 

The Canes didn’t agree with the ruling but quickly answered as Aho 
scored with 2:26 left in the third. 

“There are two options,” Aho said. “Either stick with it, or kind of just drop 
your shoulders. We definitely did a good job to bounce back and not 
change how we approached the next shift.” 

Stefan Noesen had pushed the Canes ahead 3-2 at 8:13 of the third, 
jamming the puck past Murray after a wraparound chance by the winger. 

The Canes were the more opportunistic team in the first, taking a 2-0 
lead on goals by Brent Burns and captain Jordan Staal. The Maple Leafs 
badly outplayed the Canes in the second, keeping the puck in the 
Carolina zone as Matthews had nine shots in the period. 

The Canes then killed off a penalty five minutes into the third – the Leafs, 
second in the NHL on the power play, were 0-3. 

The Canes converted on a 5-on-3 power play in the first. Burns, open at 
the top of the slot, scored his 13th of the season. Staal later scored after 
a strong forechecking shift by his line, swiping the puck past Murray. 

Next up: the Bruins, the best team in the league, on Sunday at 5 p.m. 

“Just go 1-0,” Aho said of the Canes’ mindset. “It’s cliche but it’s how we 
try to live by. We’ve been doing a pretty good job all year just going 1-0 
and not thinking ahead or in the past.” 

News Observer LOADED: 03.26.2023 
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Bruins pull within one victory of Big Bad record from 1970-71 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont Globe Staff,Updated March 25, 2023, 7:21 p.m. 

 

This could be the week the Big Bad Bruins, more than a half-century after 
rolling up 57 wins, get bumped down a peg in the club’s record book. 

The 2-1 win over the Lightning at the Garden Saturday afternoon 
delivered the Bruins their 56th win of 2022-23. They could tie the mark 
Sunday in Raleigh, N.C., against the Hurricanes, and possibly break it 
when the Predators come to town Tuesday. If not, the lowly Blue Jackets 
are here on Thursday night. 

The Bruins established the standing club mark with their magical 57-14-7 
effort in 1970-71, Phil Esposito leading the way with 76-76—152. They 
finished with 121 points, the club’s record high. Today’s edition stands 
56-11-5 for 117 points, 5 shy of the top of the Black and Gold heap. 

“You talk about skill and will . . . they arguably had the best player of all 
time,” said coach Jim Montgomery, referring of course to Bobby Orr. 
“And they had so many goal scorers . . . Esposito, [Ken] Hodge, [Wayne] 
Cashman, and [John] Bucyk. They had a tremendous amount of will . . . 
they could go toe to toe with the Flyers. That speaks to the Big Bad 
Bruins . . . they gave that moniker to the Bruins. Hopefully, we play hard 
enough to have some of that in our era.” 

Less sharing, more shooting 

Hampus Lindholm and Matt Grzelcyk each had an assist Saturday. The 
Bruins blue liners stand a collective 37-145―182, a vast improvement on 
last season’s 31-119–150 over the 82-game schedule. They soon could 
pass last season’s entire production on the strength of assists alone. 

Around the start of the calendar year, Montgomery urged the blue line 
crew to get more involved in the offensive attack. The results have been 
solid, but he’d still like to see more in terms of overall shot readiness. 

“I would like them to be more selfish, and think ‘shot’ a lot quicker,” he 
said. “Especially when they first get the puck at the [offensive] blue line. 
I’d like to see more shots from there, especially if they see a Bruin at the 
net.” 

Montgomery said he’d like to see more of that mentality both at even-
strength and on the power play, where the Bruins have only three goals 
from their defensemen — one each from Lindholm, Charlie McAvoy, and 
newcomer Dmitry Orlov. 

“We’ve talked, especially to both Mac and Lindy about being more 
aggressive with their shot selection on the power play,” Montgomery 
said. 

McAvoy scored his power-play goal vs. the Panthers on Nov. 23, and the 
Bruins didn’t get another from back there until Lindholm on Feb. 25 at 
Vancouver. Orlov scored his vs. the Sabres here on March 1. 

Still missing 
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Veterans Taylor Hall, Nick Foligno, and Derek Forbort all remained out of 
the lineup. None of them are expected to return soon, according to 
Montgomery. “They’re all doing well,” said the coach. “We don’t have a 
timeline as to when they might be back.” Hall has been the most active of 
three and has participated in a couple of the club’s workouts, albeit while 
wearing a red (non-contact) sweater. Asked if Hall were the closest to 
return of the three, Montgomery added, “Not that I’m aware of” . . . The 
Bruins will play at 5 p.m. Sunday in Raleigh, where the Hurricanes 
pinned a 4-1 loss on them Jan. 29. Hall had the only goal. In their other 
matchup, the Bruins trimmed the Hurricanes in OT, 3-2, at the Garden on 
Nov. 25. David Krejci scored a pair and David Pastrnak potted the closer 
. . . Pastrnak fired nine times, five making it to the net, but remained one 
shy of scoring his 50th goal. He leads the league with 343 shots on net . . 
. The machine that is Patrice Bergeron at the faceoff dot won 19 of 26 
(73 percent). Brayden Point and Anthony Cirelli combined to lose 22 of 
29. 
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Garnet Hathaway shows his mettle in taking on Pat Maroon and then 
scores game-winner for Bruins 

 

By Tara Sullivan Globe Staff,Updated March 25, 2023, 5:52 p.m. 

 

As three different fights erupted only seconds after the puck was 
dropped, the Bruins-Lightning game provided a hockey wake-up call 
Saturday afternoon, a rollicking start that quickly pushed the TD Garden 
temperature past boiling. For two teams with history, two teams with 
animosity, and most of all, two teams with simmering Stanley Cup 
dreams, the on-ice mayhem came as no surprise, a tasty appetizer of the 
intensity of playoff hockey yet to come. 

It was Bruins forward Garnet Hathaway who took the worst of it, as the 
team’s newest fourth-liner was on the receiving end of a flurry of Pat 
Maroon blows. The 6-foot-3-inch, nearly 240-pound Maroon landed 
punches as the two tussled into the boards, but none proved a knockout 
blow against a similarly formidable Hathaway, who stands 6-3 himself. 

Hathaway stood up to the test, and it was a theme one of the newest 
Bruins carried throughout the afternoon. With a late-second-period goal 
that proved to be the game-winner in the 2-1 victory, Hathaway earned 
the last laugh. More importantly, as the Bruins inch ever closer to the 
postseason of this transcendent regular-season campaign, Hathaway is 
earning his place on the ice. 

Acquired along with Dmitry Orlov in a pre-trade deadline deal with 
Washington, Hathaway’s ongoing integration into a deep and talented 
lineup is yet another reason to believe this record-setting year could end 
with a title. 

“It’s been a whirlwind,” he told reporters. “I’m really happy to be here, 
really glad to be here. I felt like part of the team from the very beginning. I 
feel like I’ve been part of the team to get the team to where they are 
already, being a part of it, and then instantly taking a role and trying to 
help this team continue to where we want to go. That’s just how this 
group is, so inclusive.” 

His goal was the best answer he could have given to the early Lightning 
antics, when it was obvious coach Jon Cooper’s squad was ready to 
push any buttons possible, attempting to use their notorious physicality to 
upend the streaking Bruins while also rousing themselves out of their 
recent slumber. But as Hathaway made sure, it’s the Bruins who 
continued winning (make it six in a row) and the Lightning who kept on 
losing (four straight). 

Scored at 17:32 of the second period, Hathaway took full advantage of a 
second chance after Matt Grzelcyk’s initial shot rebounded off Lightning 
goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy, picking it off in midair. The goal seemed to 
wake the Bruins from a mid-period slumber, and they barreled through a 
dominant third behind the continued excellence of goalie Linus Ullmark. 

With the memory of the three early-first-period power-play opportunities 
that netted but one measly goal, scored on a Patrice Bergeron deflection 
of a Brad Marchand shot, the Bruins knew they had wasted the chance to 
take a more commanding lead. And they knew they might have paid 
dearly for it when Victor Hedman scored a shorthanded goal, tying the 
game near the end of the period with an 89-mile-per-hour rocket of a 
shot. 

Hathaway was there for the rescue, making it two game-winning goals for 
the Bruins. His first goal beat the Red Wings for what was then the 
team’s 50th win. This time, with a mere 7:23 time on the ice (thanks to a 
few more squandered in the penalty box), he made such an enormous 
impact, showcasing the snarl and skill that makes him sort of a hybrid of 
throwback enforcer with modern-day finesse. 

“I mean, I think it’s why we were so excited when we acquired him,” 
Bruins coach Jim Montgomery said. “He’s a guy who builds your team 
game in all three zones and then he understands momentum, he 
understands when the other team is trying to impose their will and he 
does a great job imposing our will.” 

Saturday’s game was certainly a test of wills, and for the Bruins, this 
weekend’s back-to-back challenge of Tampa followed by a flight to 
another nemesis in Carolina is actually a welcome pre-playoff, late-
season litmus test. With the Atlantic Division clinched by Saturday’s win, 
Montgomery couldn’t help but laugh as he opened his postgame remarks 
by saying, “That’ll get you excited for the playoffs, huh?” 

The tone was set early — “We had an inkling that Tampa Bay was going 
to want to play an energetic, emotional game, though I didn’t know it was 
going to happen that quick,” the coach added — and it was the Bruins 
who ultimately rendered a verdict on who would maintain it for the 
duration. With a heaping dose of help from Hathaway, they got it done. 

“I think even as a team we’ve been looking forward to this, to a team 
that’s going to be in the playoffs, one that we potentially could see, a 
team that’s battling right now and you’re going to play that same way,” 
Hathaway said. “It’s encouraging for us as a [fourth] line and for us as a 
team to play that way, play to our identity. That’s how we’re going to have 
to play in a couple weeks.” 

Once upon a time, when Hathaway was on the other side of the ice, he 
was known to do anything he could to get under the Bruins’ skin. But 
however much he might have annoyed them then is as much as they 
love him now. As Marchand laughingly admitted in a recent episode of 
the team’s “Behind the B” series, there is really only one downside to the 
addition of Hathaway and fellow former nemesis Tyler Bertuzzi, another 
trade deadline acquisition. 

“I don’t have anyone I dislike now! I love everyone in the league. All the 
guys I hate are now on our team.” 
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Bruins beat Lightning to clinch Atlantic Division title at TD Garden 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont Globe Staff,Updated March 25, 2023, 3:37 p.m. 

 

The lovable Tevye, a man who knew all the strings to pull from atop his 
legendary perch as Fiddler on the Roof, would have appreciated the 
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approach the Lightning brought to Saturday’s matinee performance at the 
Garden. 

Employing the age-old tactic of trying to punch the home team in the 
nose at the outset, the Bolts took all of nine seconds to raise havoc on 
Causeway Ice and try both to intimidate their gracious hosts and shake 
themselves from a three-game losing streak lethargy. 

In the end, Tradition didn’t deliver the the goods. The Bruins punched 
right back, with fists and with goal scoring, in a 2-1 victory that brought 
the league-best Black and Gold their sixth consecutive victory and 
clinched the top spot in the Atlantic Division. 

With 56 wins, one off the club record, they remain three weeks away 
from starting the playoffs. Game No. 72 in the old West End served as a 
reminder how the temperature will turn higher, inside and outside the 
arena, when the march to the Stanley Cup begins. 

“That’ll get ya excited for the playoffs, huh?” said a smiling coach Jim 
Montgomery after watching Patrice Bergeron and Garnet ‘Ace’ Hathaway 
pace the win with their goals. 

The Bruins, noted Montgomery, “had an inkling that Tampa Bay was 
going to want to play a very energetic and emotional game . . . didn’t 
know it was going to happen that quick.” 

Meanwhile, other than a shorthanded strike by his Swedish pal Victor 
Hedman, Bruins goalie Linus Ullmark once again was nearly as pitch-
perfect as Tevye’s bow and strings. He turned back 26 shots, improved 
his league-best mark to 36-5-1, and otherwise outperformed counterpart 
Andrei Vasilevskiy on an afternoon when Hathaway popped home the 
game-winner with his tiebreaker at the 17:32 mark of the second period. 

The rock-hard Hathaway, Montgomery’s fourth-line right winger, was the 
center of attention even prior to puck drop. As he lined up for the opening 
faceoff, he began to trade shoves and snarls with the broad-shoulder Pat 
Maroon. With only nine ticks off the clock, Hathaway and Maroon tangled 
in a protracted dirty dance — Tevye, some foot stompin’ music, please — 
and flurry of heavy shots along the boards near the Tampa bench. 

We know this about the Garden: As true as sunrise and sunset, fill it with 
17,850 Bruins fans and they’ll go crazy when the fists fly. The 6-foot-3-
inch, 235-pound Maroon landed some heavy shots on the 6-3, 210 
Hathaway, but the kid from Kennebunkport more than held his own with 
Maroon, whose nicked, bloody fingers are adorned with three Stanley 
Cup rings. 

Hathaway, acquired with fellow Cap Dmitry Orlov at the trade deadline, is 
that rare blend of spunk and skill that every team can use, and one the 
Bruins needed ever since they allowed Noel Acciari to leave town after 
their run to the ‘19 Cup Final. 

Hathaway, though, is bigger than Acciari, in stature and strength and skill 
and talent. The son of a lobsterman, he can be the tide that lifts all ships 
come playoff time. 

“There’s a few I can think of,” said Bergeron, asked post-game if 
Hathaway reminded him of any ex-teammates. “Obviously, Thorty 
[Shawn Thornton] was one of those guys that came in and set the 
identity and was hard to play. That whole line, Gregory Campbell — 
there’s a few guys throughout the years. 

“He brings that element. A guy, you know, that’s hard to play against, 
plays the right way, is physical, and he has the knack of finding areas 
around the net and has a scoring touch. It’s been great to see and really 
a nice addition for us.” 

Hathaway’s goal, his third since being acquired, snapped the 1-1 tie the 
two clubs brought out of the first period. Grinding his way low in the slot 
after slipping behind the Bolts defensemen, Hathaway used a quick stick 
to flick the puck after Vasilevskiy initially turned away a long-range 
wrister by Matt Grzelcyk. The TB tender let the puck pop up and 
Hathaway batted it home. 

Hathaway credited Jakub Lauko and Tomas Nosek’s forechecking, 
Grzelcyk’s shot and, virtually in passing, his nifty finish. 

“Our identity’s going to the net, and rebounds happen,” he added. “It just 
worked out.” 

The Bolts were lucky not to be out of it after giving the Bruins five cracks 
on the power play in the first period. The Bruins struck only once on the 
advantage, with Beregeron cashing in on linemate Brad Marchand’s 
shot/pass from low in the left circle. The ricochet shot appeared to fool 
Vasilevskiy, or he simply lost track of what initially looked like a low-
percentage shot. 

The Bolts pulled even while the Bruins were working with one of those 
first-period advantages. Hedman fired a long-range shot off left wing, just 
inside the offensive blue line, and the puck ramped by Ullmark off the 
stick of Charlie McAvoy. 
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The Bruins’ Dmitry Orlov headlines the eight smartest pickups at the NHL 
trade deadline 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont Globe Staff,Updated March 25, 2023, 11:32 a.m. 

 

Now a month into his new life on the Bruins’ backline, ex-Capital Dmitry 
Orlov, though his stay on Causeway Street may turn out to be regrettably 
brief, has established himself as perhaps the best of all deadline 
acquisitions during Don Sweeney’s tenure as general manager. 

Considering Sweeney also swiped Hampus Lindholm from the Ducks at 
the 2022 deadline, that’s rarified air. But every deal in its time and place. 

Lindholm, the club’s top-scoring defenseman (10-38–48 heading into 
Saturday’s matinee against the Lightning), last year didn’t produce the 
abundant offensive pop and buckets of confidence that Orlov has 
provided. Lindholm also suffered that punishing hit from Carolina’s Andrei 
Svechnikov that rendered him 0-0–0 for four playoff games — the final 
two of which (Games 6 and 7) the “Hammer” was still trying to reset his 
addled GPS playing coordinates. 

Orlov has proven a critical bonding agent for an already robust and 
effective backline, both with his offense and his penchant for knowing just 
when to steer his Ray Bourque-like low-gravity frame into oncoming 
forwards. He has that particular knack for “stepping up” when attacking 
puck carriers take that fraction of a second to look for a play, and then . . 
. hip, shoulder, flying machines, and pieces on the ground. 

In the spring of 2011, then-GM Peter Chiarelli orchestrated three key 
deadline moves that netted defenseman Tomas Kaberle and forwards 
Chris Kelly and Rich Peverley. Kaberle arrived with the highest profile of 
the three and was pegged as the guy to resuscitate a stale power play 
and be the piece to put the team over the top. 

Kaberle was OK, far less at times, and was barely a net positive in the 
overall scheme of things. Collectively, though, the deadline three 
combined for 36 vital points over the four playoff rounds. Without them, 
particularly without Kelly’s attention to details, sandpaper and 
stubbornness, they’re likely still chasing down dark corners in pursuit of 
their first Stanley Cup title since 1972. 

It’s still relatively early days in a season that won’t conclude until mid-
June for the two teams left standing. But Orlov, 31, could prove not only 
to be Sweeney’s prized catch, but the best in show among all the bodies 
that were moved before the March 3 deadline. 
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A fewer of the other names that have proven top-shelf additions, not all 
necessarily with Cup contenders: 

▪ Joonas Korpisalo, goalie: Dealt from Columbus to Los Angeles, along 
with defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov in a package that sent Kings 
mainstay Jonathan Quick and a first-rounder to the Blue Jackets. 

It’s always about goaltending, folks, although the headliner here for the 
Kings off the top was Gavrikov. He has been a solid addition, but 
Korpisalo (3-0-1, 1.96, .921 heading into the weekend) has been playoff-
No. 1-worthy, partnering perfectly with Pheonix Copley in the wake of the 
failed plan to make Cal Petersen their netminding cornerstone. 

Meanwhile, a rejuvenated Quick was flipped to Vegas, where he won five 
of his first six starts for Bruce Cassidy’s resurgent Golden Knights. 

▪ Mattias Ekholm, defenseman: Arrived in Edmonton from Nashville, 
netting the Predators crafty-shooting defenseman Tyson Barrie and a 
first-round pick. 

Ekholm, a 6-foot-4-inch, 215-pound left stick, largely has been the body 
back to replace the valued Adam Larsson (acquired long ago via New 
Jersey for Taylor Hall), who was lost to the Kraken in the expansion draft. 
Ekholm is a big, smooth, smart presence, and has three more years on a 
deal that carries a market-appropriate $6.25 million cap hit. 

The Oilers, who made it to the Western Conference finals last year, have 
toyed with playoff DNQ status all season. Entering Saturday night’s visit 
by the Golden Knights, the Oilers were 9-2-0 with Ekholm aboard, and he 
delivered 3-6–9 in those games. For Ekholm, it’s a different world from 
Smashville, working behind all-world talents Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl. 

▪ Ivan Barbashev, left wing/center: Landed in Vegas after six-plus 
seasons with the Blues, acquired for 2021 first-round pick Zach Dylan, 
now wrapping up his fourth season at QMJHL Gatineau. 

Bruins fans will remember the pesky Barbashev making a persistent 
nuisance of himself in the 2019 Cup Final. Can smack along the wall and 
honey-badger his way into the tough inside scoring areas, getting to 
those places that Cassidy, now his coach, too often could not coax his 
Bruins forwards to venture. Posted a solid 4-4–9 line in his first 13 games 
with the Knights, who entered weekend play 10-2-0 for March. 

▪ Timo Meier, right wing: Shipped from San Jose to New Jersey in a 
multi-body swap that also sent two first-round picks (2023 and ‘24) to the 
Sharks. 

Devils GM Tom Fitzgerald’s deft work has revived the moribund franchise 
and emboldened him to make an aggressive reach for the skilled, Swiss-
born Meier, who can bolt as an unrestricted free agent July 1. Yielding 
the two firsts would seem to indicate that Fitzgerald is confident that he 
can persuade Meier that Newark is the Zug of the Garden State. 

As of Saturday morning, the Devils were 6-3-3 for the month and ranked 
No. 3 in the overall standings with 98 points (approaching their first 100-
point season since 2011-12). Meir, a left shot on right wing, produced 4-
2–6 in his first 11 games. 

Honorable mentions: 

▪ Patrick Kane, right wing: Added by the Rangers, for the budget cost of a 
Round 3 draft pick, in a three-way deal with the Blackhawks and 
Coyotes. 

The kind of talent that could dominate the postseason, he’s only an 
honorable mention here because his start on Broadway (11 games: 3-4–
7) has not been as dominated as expected. Could be his age (34) and 
excess mileage. Or could be it takes time for everyone in the top six to 
adjust to his uber talents. 

Like Orlov in Boston, Kane’s stay with the Blueshirts could be brief, 
unless GM Chris Drury is so impressed that he finds a way to rework the 
cap math. Not easy. But there are few talents like Kane, who should still 
wring out a three- or four-year extension in the UFA market. 

▪ Jakub Vrana, left wing: Acquired by the Blues from the Red Wings for 
career minor leaguer Dylan McLaughlin. 

Wings GM Steve Yzerman was eager to move on from Vrana, an Orlov 
teammate on the 2018 Cup-winning Capitals. “I would just say that I wish 
Jakub the best of luck in his hockey career,” Yzerman deadpanned, upon 
completing a deal in which the Red Wings retained 50 percent of Vrana’s 
$5.25 million cap hit. 

Acquired from the Capitals in the Anthony Mantha swap, the skilled 
Vrana initially lit it up in Motown (11 games, 11 points) and looked like he 
would be central to the rebuild. Until he wasn’t. Now with the flat-lined 
Blues, he’s off to another solid start (nine games, 5-1–6). Could be his 
last chance to find a foothold. 

▪ Rasmus Sandin, defenseman: Swapped from Toronto to Washington 
for spare backliner Erik Gustafsson and a first-round pick in June’s draft. 

Just as Orlov has piled up points here in the Hub of Hockey, Sandin has 
delivered in his wake in D.C. (10 games, 1-11–12). A left stick, and a 
former first-rounder (No. 29, 2018), he might have been lost in the star-
studded cast in Toronto. We’ll see. He’s never delivered at this rate 
anywhere in his career. But for now, be it for barely three weeks, he’s 
finally playing to his first-round pedigree. 

GLOVE STORY 

Ullmark not eager to snag attention 

The view from the press box, albeit six floors above the ice on Causeway 
Street, has it that Linus Ullmark’s glove work has improved dramatically 
over his first year in Boston. 

His view on the subject: Yeah, maybe. 

“I don’t know. It’s hard to describe,” said the runaway Vezina candidate, 
who was back in net for Saturday’s visit by the Lightning. “Because every 
shot is different, and the way we play is different. So it might look like 
there’s been more opportunities where I’ve made glove saves, but also 
there’s been more opportunities where guys are helping me to see the 
puck. OK, if I see the puck, it’s going to be easier to react to it. I’m also 
getting older, and getting better at reading [developing plays and shots], 
so, who knows, maybe my reads are better and my reads have caught 
up to my physical capacity.” 

Glove saves are often a goalie’s most dramatic stops, especially in 
today’s standard art form that emphasizes minimal movement and shot-
blocking ahead of, say, two pads stacked or cat-like glove stops or 
sensational diving stops (see: Tim Thomas). 

By his own admission, Ullmark prefers to “work in the dark, in the quiet” 
and employ his abundant skill-set to turn back shots with minimal 
animation. The goal: avoid anything that might goad the other team’s 
shooters. 

A so-called “windmill” save, where the goaltender embellishes a glove 
stop with a dramatic sweep of arm and glove (Ole!) is a sure-fire way to 
raise the temperature in the barn. 

“I’ve always had a lot of confidence in my glove, always loved making 
glove saves,” said Ullmark. “It’s just something about, I don’t know, we 
don’t score goals as goalies, quote me on that. We don’t get that 
satisfaction of making a good pass that leads to a one-T-open-net kind of 
a goal, or a breakaway, a dangle, we don’t get that serotonin excitement 
from doing those plays. If we did, there’d be a lot of goals going into our 
own net.” 

Although, noted Ullmark, he was prone to making those circus-like 
windmill stops more regularly in the days he wore a younger man’s pads. 
Even then, he tried his best to save “the entertainment” for practice, 
when he wore the same uniform as the shooters. 

“It’s not about you,” he said. “But if the opportunity presents itself in a 
game for you to windmill it, yeah, do it. You don’t have to feel you can’t, if 
it’s there. But you don’t want to exaggerate stuff. I used to do it when I 
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was younger and it would [tick] the living crap out of my teammates. I’d 
exaggerate in practice, you know, bait them into shooting glove side and 
do stupid windmills. For me, all fun and games, but for them it was lack of 
respect. You don’t have to do that in practice, you can work on other 
things.” 

ETC. 

Marchand: Fighting still has its place 

Just a few hours after making a cogent case for keeping fighting in the 
game, Bruins star left winger Brad Marchand got into a feisty scrap with 
Rem Pitlick, Marchand taking exception to a late hit the Canadiens center 
put on Patrice Bergeron early in the Bruins’ 4-2 victory Thursday at TD 
Garden. 

Earlier in the day, Marchand defended the fast-dying sweet science, 
comments he made in light of Quebec’s top junior league making clear its 
intention to ban fighting for the start of next season. As the weekend 
approached, it sounded like Ontario’s top junior circuit could follow suit. 

But for now, Marchand’s not budging. He said he knows there are still 
plenty of fans who like to see the fists fly. He also believes clubs with that 
certain toughness factor are tough to beat, especially come playoff time 
— even in a league that increasingly emphasizes speed and skill. 

“So I don’t think it should ever leave,” said Marchand, 34, who grew up in 
Nova Scotia but played for three teams in the Quebec Major Junior 
Hockey League. “Again, I think it does hold guys accountable still, to a 
point where cheap shots are allowed or big enough hits and you can go 
after guys, and I think it does keep guys in check a little bit more. 

“If you lose that ability, then it does open the doors to a whole other . . . 
you’re completely relying on player safety [in the NHL office] for each and 
every play, and then that’s going to get out of control.” 

Some of what’s happening in the “Q,” mused Marchand, might simply be 
traceable to the province’s separatist yearnings. 

“You know, they’re just a little bit different, those guys up there [in 
Quebec],” he said. “They’re on their own page. They want their own 
country. And maybe that’s all — they’re just trying to advocate for what 
they can.” 

Polin could be worth a look 

Often enticed in recent years to dip into the college free agent market, 
the Bruins could kick tires on Jason Polin, the high-scoring right winger 
whose college career ended Thursday afternoon when Boston University 
rubbed out Western Michigan, 5-1, in the NCAA Round of 16. 

Polin finished the season with 30 goals, a career high and tops in the 
nation, a bounty that included five hat tricks. Rumors last week had ex-
Bruin Bill Guerin, the Wild GM, with solid interest. Guerin last summer 
nabbed free agent Sammy Walker after the pivot’s four-year tour at the 
University of Minnesota. 

Walker, a Tampa Bay draft pick (No. 200, 2017), opted for the four-year 
free agent path, chose the Wild, and knocked home a team-high 25 goals 
with AHL Iowa before his promotion to the varsity. 

Polin, 23, was left undrafted out of USHL Cedar Rapids and this season 
nearly doubled his production from last year. He’s a shooter first, and 
also was a captain, a trait the Bruins covet in prospects (see: Karson 
Kuhlman). 

Polin also played his first three years at Western Michigan with Brandon 
Bussi, then the country’s top netminding prospect, who took Sweeney’s 
free agent offer last spring and has had a great rookie pro season (18-4-
4) with AHL Providence. Polin and Bruins prospect Marc McLaughlin, the 
ex-Boston College Eagle, played together for two seasons in Cedar 
Rapids before moving on to the NCAA. 

Among the Bruins’ best college free agent catches: Torey Krug, who 
hitched on in Boston in the spring of 2012 after three years at Michigan 
State. 

Loose pucks 

The top three seeds in the Pacific Division — Vegas, Los Angeles, and 
Edmonton — each had won eight of their last 10 games entering 
weekend play. Quite possible that two won’t even survive Round 1 of the 
postseason . . . Ex-Bruins goalie prospect Michael Hutchinson, shipped 
to the Blue Jackets from Los Angeles in the Jonathan Quick exchange, 
plugged right in as a central figure in the Columbus plummet that could 
reset the franchise’s fortunes via the Connor Bedard pick in the June 
draft. As of Saturday morning, the Jackets were tied for last in the 
Original 32, and Hutchinson had done his part with marks of 1-2-1, 4.13, 
and .879. Ouch. Hutchinson, 33, joined the Bruins as the No. 77 pick in 
the 2008 draft. He spent three seasons with the WannaBs before the 
Jets picked him up as a free agent following the 2012-13 AHL season. 
The NHL lottery drawing, possibly with Columbus entering with the most 
ping-pong balls, will be May 8. Round 1 of the draft, to be held in 
Nashville, will be June 28. 
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Bruins notebook: Garnet Hathaway looking good in black and gold 

 

Steve Conroy5-6 minutes 25/03/2023 

 

Garnet Hathaway looks ready for the playoffs to start. And the Maine 
native has looked ready to be a Bruin his whole life. 

Hathaway was front and center in a taut, grind-it-out game against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning on Saturday. He stood toe-to-toe with big Pat 
Maroon in a fight to start the game and then scored what turned out to be 
the game-winning goal late in the second period in the B’s Atlantic 
Division-clinching 2-1 win over the Bolts. 

Hathaway is exactly what the Bruins bargained for when they got him in a 
trade with the Washington Capitals with Dmitry Orlov. 

“He’s been great,” said Patrice Bergeron, whose line was often checked 
by Hathaway’s line before the trade. “I’ve always liked his game. I guess 
you don’t like playing against him, but he’s very efficient, very good for 
his team. He came in and fit in nicely on that line, but also off the ice. 
He’s a great guy. He seems to be a character guy. He’s leading his own 
way, leading by example. I can’t say enough about him and the impact 
he’s had.” 

It was clear there was going to be a little bit of a rumble before the name 
even started with Maroon and Hathaway were yapping at each other and 
jousting a bit with their sticks. Once the puck was dropped, it took nine 
seconds for the gloves to come off. Maroon, with a 30-pound size 
advantage, got in more shots, but Hathaway held his ground and 
delivered a few of his own. 

Hathaway has been in enough scraps (and will no doubt be in a few 
more) not to beat his chest about it afterwards. 

“Yeah, we chatted quick. And it just happened later,” he said with a 
shrug. 

It was not the last impact Hathaway or his linemates would have. With 
the game tied late in the second period, the Bolts had some heavy 
bodies on the ice but the B’s won the physical battle. Hathaway and 
Jakub Lako beat Erik Cernak and Tanner Jeannot in the corner in a 
scrum for the puck in the corner and Tomas Nosek eventually chased 
down a loose puck to get it up to Matt Grzelcyk at the left point. 

Grzelcyk’s shot bounced off Andrei Vasilevlskiy and Hathaway was there 
to bat it home. 
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It was the kind of goal that fit the vibe for the game and the B’s fourth 
line, but Hathaway felt that work ethic permeated throughout the lineup. 

“As a team, we’ve been looking forward to this, to (play) a team that’s 
going to be in the playoffs and we potentially could see, a team that’s 
battling right now,” said Hathaway. “And you’re going to have to play that 
way. So it’s encouraging for us as a line, but encouraging for us as a 
team to play that way and to play to our identity. That’s how we’re going 
to have to play in a couple of weeks.” 

Tampa Bay Lightning left wing Pat Maroon, right, exchanges punches 
with Boston Bruins right wing Garnet Hathaway just seconds into 
Saturday's game in Boston. (Stuart Cahill/Boston Herald) 

Tampa Bay Lightning left wing Pat Maroon, right, exchanges punches 
with Boston Bruins right wing Garnet Hathaway just seconds into 
Saturday’s game in Boston. (Stuart Cahill/Boston Herald) 

No matter how long he remains a Bruin – he’s scheduled to be an 
unrestricted free agent in the summer – Hathaway looks like he was born 
to fill out the uniform. 

“Playing against this team already from the other side, seeing how 
successful they were before I got here, wanting to be a part of the 
continuous run and helping it, it’s a little bit of stress,” said Hathaway. 
“You go into it wanting to make an impact. You want to feel a part of the 
team and this group has been unbelievable in that. I got a call saying I’m 
traded and you don’t know where it is initially. And I couldn’t be happier 
for where it is.” 

Power failure 

The B’s got one of their two goals on the power play, but nobody left the 
Garden believing they had solved their issues on the man advantage. 
They had a chance to end the game on several power plays but they 
managed to go just 1-for-6. And they didn’t look good in the process. 

“It’s our breakouts, it’s our entries and the speed in which we move the 
puck once we have possession in zone,” said coach Jim Montgomery. 
We’re very slow in attacking the net and converging on it. That’s just 
something that we have to continue to work on and get better at.” 

The B’s have switched out Charlie McAvoy for Hampus Lindholm at the 
top of the first unit. Could any other personnel moves be in order? 

“We’ve got to analyze everything, right?” said Montgomery. “I don’t know 
yet. We’re going to have to review the tape and look and see if we need 
to make some changes or not.” 

Loose pucks 

Orlov was a beast on Saturday, delivering six hits and playing a big role 
on the penalty kill (a team-high 4:56), especially on Tampa’s 
unsuccessful 5-on-3. 

“He took a couple of big runs at players. And that’s noticeable on both 
benches. It’s nice when you see your team respond. The other team 
starts out hard, and we come back harder,” Montgomery…. 

Not only would a win in Carolina on Sunday be the B’s first victory at 
PNC Arena since clinching the Eastern Conference crown in 2019, it 
would match the B’s club record with 57, set by the 1970-71 team. 

Montgomery wouldn’t say after the game if he was resting any of his top 
players. 
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Bruins capture Atlantic with 2-1 win over Tampa 

 

Steve Conroy6-7 minutes 25/03/2023 

 

The Bruins took care of business while simultaneously keeping a 
potential playoff opponent reeling on Saturday at the Garden. 

The B’s gutted out a 2-1 victory over the Tampa Bay Lightning to capture 
the Atlantic Division title – a foregone conclusion for a long time now – 
and handed the fourth straight defeat to the three-time defending Eastern 
Conference champions, who tried to test the B’s mettle out of the gate 
but didn’t get the answer for which they were hoping. 

There weren’t many style points to be had in this one, but pretty won’t 
matter in a few weeks when the post-season begins. And that’s what had 
coach Jim Montgomery widely grinning when he sat down for his post-
game presser. 

“That’ll get you excited for playoffs, huh?” asked a delighted 
Montgomery, rhetorically. 

Before the game Montgomery talked about needing skill to get to the 
playoffs, where will often takes over. And in that sense, Saturday’s tilt felt 
very much like a playoff game. Montgomery estimated the ingedients of 
the win was 85 percent will, with the struggling Bolts delivering as much 
on their end, too. 

“I think it made for a really good hockey game. Maybe a late ’80s, early 
’90s-type hockey game but it’s great. Because we’re going to face this in 
the playoffs,” said Montgomery. “We’re going to face games where it’s 
physical and it’s hard and I really liked the way we responded. After the 
first, I felt we really got to our game 5-on-5 and I just thought everyone 
started winning foot races, which is a big indication of not being deterred 
by any physicality that comes our way.” 

Boston Bruins left wing Tomas Nosek (92) and center Jakub Lauko, right, 
celebrate the goal of right wing Garnet Hathaway. It turned out to be the 
winning goal in a 2-1 victory over Tampa Bay. (Stuart Cahill/Boston 
Herald) 

Boston Bruins left wing Tomas Nosek (92) and center Jakub Lauko, right, 
celebrate the goal of right wing Garnet Hathaway. It turned out to be the 
winning goal in a 2-1 victory over Tampa Bay. (Stuart Cahill/Boston 
Herald) 

Patrice Bergeron and Garnet Hathaway scored a goal each in the first 
two periods and Linus Ullmark (26 saves) shut the door the rest of the 
way. Ullmark, while not overworked like he was in his last start against 
Ottawa, made a huge save on a Nikita Kucherov slapper in the final 
minute to preserve the lead and, ultimately, the win. 

How much did nailing down the division mean to the B’s? Well, both the 
coach and the captain had to be informed/reminded that they did just that 
after the game. That’s how focused this 56-11-5 team is on the process 
of success every single game. And there is only one hat and T-shirt 
celebration they care about. 

“It’s not something that we stop and worry about,” said Bergeron of 
clinching the division. “We want to improve, we want to get better. 
Tonight, we liked the response, we liked the effort 5-on-5 and the 60-
minute effort from top to bottom. It’s a good response. Even though we 
won last game, I thought it could have been better. We go out today 
against a really good team and we come out on top.” 

It was matinee made for the fouth line, and it delivered for the B’s. 

Losers of their previous three games, the Lightning attempted to set a 
tone off the opening faceoff with some old school nastiness with Pat 
Maroon fighting Hathaway and Jakob Lauko tussling with Ross Colton. 
Maroon started jousting with Hathaway before the first puck drop and 
they were both spoken to, but once play started, it was a yard sale with 
gloves and sticks on the ice all over the place. 

The Bolts would give the B’s the first four power plays of the game but, 
thanks to the B’s brain-locked PP, they sustained only minimal damage. 
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With Maroon back in the box for yapping at referee Chris Rooney, the B’s 
took a 1-0 lead at 6:48 when Bergeron redirected a Brad Marchand pass 
past Andrei Vasilevskiy for his 27th of the year. 

The Bolts tried to get the B’s off their game, and it failed. 

“I thought we were really good. It’s something we talked about before the 
game. We expected them to test us and I thought we took the test well,” 
said Montgomery. 

If there was a negative to the game, it was the continued power-play 
struggles. It went only 1-for-6 and missed an opportunity to deliver an 
early knockout punch. 

Not only did the B’s not take control of the game with their PP, it allowed 
the Bolts back in the game. With Tanner Jeannot serving a double-minor 
for high-sticking David Krejci, the B’s fiddled with the puck in their own 
end and then got stung with a shorthanded goal at 9:30 when Victor 
Hedman’s slapper ramped up off Charlie McAvoy’s stick and past 
Ullmark’s glove hand. 

The Bolts would not beat him again. 

In the second period, it was Tampa’s turn to squander a golden 
opportunity. With Brandon Carlo already in the box for tripping, McAvoy 
went off for high-sticking, giving the Bolts a 5-on-3 for 1:10 with two of the 
B’s key penalty killers off the ice. They got nothing out of it, as Dmitry 
Orlov, Ullmark and the other killers kept the Bolts at bay. 

The B’s then regained the lead with 2:28 left in the period on a 
quintessential fourth line goal. Lauko and Hathaway battled with in the 
corner for puck and it eventually squirted up the boards. Tomas Nosek 
got to it and mushed it up to Matt Grzelcyk at the left point. Grzelcyk’s 
point shot produced a fat rebound off Vasilevskiy and Hathaway banged 
it home out of midair to give the B’s a 2-1 lead going into the third. 

Then, for the third straight game, the B’s saved their best work for the 
third period. Even though they could not extend the lead, they had their 
chances, especially David Pastrnak, still vying for his 50th. 

Still, they outworked Tampa in the final 20 minutes and, when the Bolts 
did manage to get a scoring chance, Ullmark was there. Yet again. 

Boston Herald LOADED: 03.26.2023 
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'Dominant' Dmitry Orlov making huge impact for Bruins in every area 

 

Nick Goss4-5 minutes 

 

BOSTON -- Dmitry Orlov knows what playoff-type atmospheres are all 
about.  

He appeared in 74 postseason games with the Washington Capitals over 
the last seven seasons, and he played a key role on the 2017-18 
Capitals team that won the Stanley Cup. 

So, it shouldn't come as a surprise that the Russian defenseman played 
an important part of the Boston Bruins' 2-1 win over the Tampa Bay 
Lightning on Saturday afternoon at TD Garden. 

Hathaway has been exactly what Bruins' fourth line needs in playoffs 

It was a hard-fought 60 minutes that included multiple fights, plenty of 
huge hits, guys laying their bodies on the line to block shots and plenty of 
post-whistle scrums. 

"I think 85 percent of it was will, by both teams," Bruins head coach Jim 
Montgomery said. "It just made for a really good hockey game, maybe a 

late 1980s, early 1990s type of hockey game, but it's great because 
we're going to face this in the playoffs. We're going to face games where 
it's physical and it's hard. I really liked the way we responded. After the 
first period, I thought we really got to our game 5-on-5, and I just thought 
everyone started winning foot races, which is a huge indicator of not 
being deterred by any physicality that comes our way." 

The Bruins upgraded their blue line in a major way last month by 
acquiring Orlov -- as well as bottom-six forward Garnet Hathaway -- in a 
trade with the Washington Capitals.  

Orlov has made an imprint on so many of the 14 games he's played for 
the Bruins, and Saturday's showdown was yet another example. He set a 
physical tone and played fantastic in all three zones at 5-on-5 and on 
special teams.  

He was especially clutch during the second period when the Bruins spent 
nearly three straight minutes on the penalty kill -- a stretch that included 
70 seconds of a 5-on-3 Lightning power play with two good penalty 
killers, Charlie McAvoy and Brandon Carlo, in the box.  

Orlov played the entire penalty kill and did a great job preventing the 
Lightning from generating quality scoring chances. 

"We did a pretty good job. They didn't have any shots," Orlov said when 
asked about that pivotal second-period penalty kill. "We stayed tight and 
Bergy had a good stick and we had a couple good blocks. It was 
important. We tried to stay close and not give them any opportunities. It 
was a huge PK for us."  

The Lightning had five power-play opportunities and failed to score on a 
single one. It was a huge factor in the outcome of the game, and Orlov 
was a huge reason for Tampa Bay's struggles with the man advantage. 

In total, Orlov led the Bruins with 23:42 of ice time Saturday, including 
4:14 of ice time on the power play and 4:53 of ice time on the penalty kill. 
No matter the situation, Orlov was on the ice making a positive impact.  

"He's just another dominant player back there," Bruins head coach Jim 
Montgomery said of Orlov. "You talk about someone who imposes their 
will, he took a couple big runs at players, and that's noticeable on both 
benches. It's nice when you see your team respond. The other team 
starts out hard, and we come back harder." 

He's making plays, he's physical, and I think it's a great playoff-style 
hockey that he plays. 

Garnet Hathaway on Dmitry Orlov 

Since making his B's debut on Feb. 25 in Vancouver, Orlov ranks third on 
the team in average ice time (21:09), second in hits (31), tied for second 
in assists (nine) and fourth in points (12). He has also showed impressive 
versatility by playing on both the left and right side of the blue line, while 
also skating with several different partners. 

The Bruins are going to need Orlov to play a significant role in the 
playoffs because he is used in every type of situation. Based on what 
we've seen so far, there's no reason to think he won't rise to the 
occasion.  

"Off the ice and on the ice he works hard," Hathaway said of Orlov. "It's 
no surprise the puck is finding the back of the net for him. He's making 
plays, he's physical, and I think it's a great playoff-style hockey that he 
plays. That's one reason why, when I got traded, I was really excited to 
be traded with him and see what we can do and make an impact for this 
team." 

Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 03.26.2023 
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DeBrusk's hot streak coming at perfect time for Bruins as playoffs near 
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BY NICK GOSS 

 

Jake DeBrusk was having his best season with the Boston Bruins before 
suffering a reported fractured fibula in the 2023 Winter Classic on Jan. 2. 

After scoring twice in that Winter Classic win over the Pittsburgh 
Penguins, DeBrusk ranked second on the team in goals (16) and third in 
points (30). He was finally putting together a consistent scoring campaign 
after some struggles in the final two years of Bruce Cassidy's tenure as 
head coach. 

Marchand sent clear message to Canadiens, and Montgomery 'loved' it 

But the 26-year-old forward's leg injury from the Winter Classic sidelined 
him for about six weeks. The concern was whether DeBrusk would score 
at the same rate upon his return. Would this injury derail the positive 
momentum he built up over the first couple months of the 2022-23 
season? 

Luckily for the Bruins, the answer to the second question has been an 
emphatic NO. 

DeBrusk's 16 points since returning to the lineup on Feb. 18 are tied for 
the second-most on the team over that span. The only player who has 
tallied more points is David Pastrnak with 21. DeBrusk's eight goals 
during this period is second to Pastrnak's 10.  

DeBrusk has been especially productive over the last four games with 
seven points. He has scored a goal in each of those matchups, including 
an impressive move in Thursday night's 4-2 win over the rival Montreal 
Canadiens at TD Garden. 

"Seven in four, eh?" DeBrusk told reporters after Thursday's victory. "Just 
some puck luck and just trying to get into the hard areas and just trying to 
play my game. And at the same time, I think that I've gotten some really 
good passes. Just trying to bear down and get out a couple more tonight. 
It's one of those things where I'm just trying to build my game, as we all 
are, going into the playoffs." 

ðŸ ¥@JDebrusk on notching seven points (4G, 3A) over the last four 
games: "Some puck luck and trying to get into the hard areas and trying 
to play my game, and at the same time...Iâ ™ve gotten some really 
good passes...Iâ ™m trying to build my game as we all are going into 
playoffs." pic.twitter.com/p9NVIMCyfj— y - Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) 
March 24, 2023 

DeBrusk was moved to first-line right wing next to Patrice Bergeron and 
Brad Marchand in the second half of last season. The move ignited 
DeBrusk's uptick in performance, and that success has carried right into 
2022-23.  

The Bruins are a plus-126 in shot attempts, a plus-72 in shots on net, a 
plus-99 in scoring chances and have a goal differential of 23-11 during 
the 362:16 of 5-on-5 ice time that the Marchand-Bergeron-DeBrusk line 
has played this season, per Natural Stat Trick. DeBrusk's effectiveness 
on the first line has allowed Pastrnak to remain on the second line, where 
he's having a career-best season alongside David Krejci and Pavel 
Zacha. 

One of the major issues for the Bruins in recent playoff runs was a lack of 
scoring depth. They didn't get enough goals from players not named 
Bergeron, Marchand and Pastrnak. This year's team doesn't have that 
issue, and DeBrusk's emergence as a reliable creator of offense on the 
top line is a major reason why. 

Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 03.26.2023 
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Boston Bruins Clinch 2023 Atlantic Division 

 

Jimmy Murphy3-3 minutes 25/03/2023 

 

For the second time in their last four seasons, the Boston Bruins are your 
Atlantic Division champions. 

With their 2-1 win over the Tampa Bay Lightning on Saturday afternoon 
at TD Garden, the Bruins now lead the Toronto Maple Leafs by a 
whopping 22 points. They have mathematically eliminated the Leafs from 
catching them. 

This is the Bruins’ third overall since the league realigned and renamed 
its four divisions before the 2013-14 season. The Boston Bruins were 
Atlantic Division and President’s Trophy winners that season and for the 
2019-20 season. Entering NHL action Thursday night, the Bruins (113 
points) have a 13-point lead over the Carolina Hurricanes (100 points). 
Unless they suffer a significant collapse in their final ten games, they will 
have won the division and NHL regular season crown for a third time 
since the 2013-14 season. 

This is the 27th division crown for the Boston Bruins in their 98-season 
history. The Bruins have won the Stanley Cup three times (1928-29, 
1971-72, 2010-11) after winning their division. 

Since the President’s Trophy was established in 1985-86, only five 
President Trophy winners have gone on to win the Stanley Cup. The 
1986-87 Edmonton Oilers; the 1993-94 New York Rangers; the 2000-01 
Colorado Avalanche; the 2001-02 Detroit Red Wings, and the 2013 
Chicago Blackhawks, who beat the Bruins in six games in the 2013 
Stanley Cup Final. 

The Boston Bruins clinched a berth in the 2023 Stanley Cup Playoffs 
back on March 11 as they became the fastest team to 50 wins in NHL 
history with a 3-2 win over the Detroit Red Wings. This will be the Bruins’ 
seventh straight trip to the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

DraftKings 

Heading into NHL action Thursday night, the Boston Bruins were in line 
to face Sidney Crosby and the Pittsburgh Penguins (80 points) in the first 
round of the 2023 Stanley Cup Playoffs. That could change, though, if 
the Panthers (79 points) do get two points against the Maple Leafs and 
leapfrog the Penguins.’ 

It’s still baffling to think that veteran hockey scribes like yours honestly 
thought the Boston Bruins were a borderline playoff team this season. 
Still, most onlinecasinos did have them as long shots to win the Atlantic 
Division, Eastern Conference, and Stanley Cup. If you were one of the 
lucky and smart ones to take the Bruins at the beginning of the season, 
you’re in line for an excellent score soon! 

Boston Hockey Now LOADED: 03.26.2023 
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Talking Points: Bruins Beat Lightning 2-1; Clinch Atlantic Division 

 

Jimmy Murphy3-3 minutes 25/03/2023 

 

BOSTON – Here are the Talking Points from a 2-1 win for the Boston 
Bruins over the Tampa Bay Lightning that clinched the Atlantic Division 
for the Bruins. 

GOLD STAR: Garnet Hathaway continues to endear himself to Boston 
Bruins fans. The rugged winger dropped the gloves with the Lightning 
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winger and Jack Edwards’ nemesis Patrick Maroon nine ticks into the 
game. Hathaway then gave the Bruins the lead 17:36 into the second 
period, making it 2-1 Bruins, and would finish the game with a goal and a 
fight. Hathaway now has three goals and two assists in 15 games with 
the Boston Bruins since being acquired – along with defenseman Dmitry 
Orlov – from the Washington Capitals on Feb. 23. 

BLACK EYE: Yes, Patrice Bergeron scored a powerplay goal 6:46 into 
the first period, but after that, the Boston Bruins once again struggled 
mightily on the man advantage in the opening frame. They allowed a 
Victor Hedman shorthanded goal at 9:30 on a four-minute powerplay and 
finished 1-for-5 on the powerplay in the first 20 minutes of this game. The 
Bruins would wind up going 1-for-7 on the powerplay, and clearly, they 
need to rid themselves of this Achilles’ Heel before the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs begin. 

TURNING POINT: In what was a game of inches and capitalizing on the 
opponents’ mistakes, Hathaway’s goal with 2:28 left in the second period 
proved to be the game-winner and your BHN Turning Point moment of 
the game. 

HONORABLE MENTION: Lightning goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy and 
defenseman Victor Hedman were the only reasons the Lightning were in 
this game at the end. Vasilevskiy finished with 32 saves in the loss, while 
Hedman scored the lone Lightning goal and finished with five shots, a hit, 
and three blocked shots. 

BY THE NUMBERS: 1,028 – Number of games played now by Boston 
Bruins center David Krejci, who moved into fourth all-time for the Boston 
Bruins. 

QUOTE TO NOTE: “That will get you excited for playoff hockey eh!” – 
Boston Bruins head coach Jim Montgomery on the physical affair 
between the Bruins and Lightning Saturday. 

Boston Hockey Now LOADED: 03.26.2023 
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Game 72: Boston Bruins Vs. Tampa Bay Lightning Lines, Preview 

 

Joe Haggerty3-4 minutes 25/03/2023 

 

Here’s your Boston Hockey Now Boston Bruins Game Day Preview: 

Boston Bruins (55-11-5, 115 pts) vs Tampa Bay Lightning (42-25-6, 90 
pts) 

TIME: 1 p.m. ET 

TV: NESN, NHL Network, Bally South 

Radio: 98.5 The Sports Hub 

Boston Bruins Notes 

-The Boston Bruins can clinch the Atlantic Division title this afternoon at 
TD Garden. If the Bruins beat the Tampa Bay Lightning on Saturday 
afternoon in the home matinee, then the Boston Bruins are your 2022-23 
Atlantic Division champions. It would be their 27th division championship 
in franchise history for the Black and Gold. 

-David Pastrnak scored his career-high 49th goal of the season in 
Thursday night’s win over the Montreal Canadiens and will reach the elite 
50-goal level for the first time in his NHL career when he next lights the 
lamp. 

–AJ Greer will be serving a one-game suspension after getting a five 
minute major and a game misconduct for cross-checking Mike Hoffman 

in the face. Needless to say, Hoffman wasn’t happy about what he 
thought was a light sentence. 

-Linus Ullmark is expected to get the start in net after Jeremy Swayman 
was the winning goalie in Thursday night’s 4-2 win over the Montreal 
Canadiens. Ullmark is 9-1-0 with a 2.08 goals against average and a 
.937 save percentage since the NHL All-Star break and continues to put 
up strong performances prior to being Boston’s starting goalie to open 
the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Tampa Bay Lightning Notes 

-Nikita Kucherov and Brayden Point lead the Lightning with four points in 
the previous three matchups against the Boston Bruins this season, and 
Nick Paul leads the Bolts with two goals in those games. 

-Tampa Bay is playing the third game of a four game road trip with the 
matinee in Boston on Saturday afternoon and have lost three games in a 
row overall. They have dropped both games on the road with a 3-2 loss 
Tuesday night in Montreal and a 7-2 blowout loss to the Ottawa Senators 
on Thursday night, and are pretty firmly entrenched in the third spot in 
the Atlantic Division. 

-Andrei Vasilevskiy has played in all three games against the Boston 
Bruins this season and has just a .903 save percentage in those contests 
with a goals against average over 3.00. 

Boston Bruins Lineup: 

Forwards 

Brad Marchand-Patrice Bergeron-Jake DeBrusk 

Pavel Zacha-David Krejci-David Pastrnak 

Tyler Bertuzzi-Charlie Coyle-Trent Frederic 

Jakub Lauko-Tomas Nosek-Garnet Hathaway 

Defense: 

DraftKings 

Matt Grzelcyk-Charlie McAvoy 

Hampus Lindholm-Brandon Carlo 

Dmitry Orlov-Connor Clifton 

Goalies: 

Linus Ullmark 

Jeremy Swayman 

Tampa Bay Lightning Lineup: 

Forwards 

Brandon Hagel-Brayden Point-Nikita Kucherov 

Alex Killorn-Anthony Cirelli-Steve Stamkos 

Ross Colton-Nick Paul-Pat Maroon 

Tanner Jeannot-Michael Essyimont-Corey Perry 

Defense 

Victor Hedman-Nick Perbix 

Mikhail Sergachev-Erik Cernak 

Ian Cole-Zack Bogosian 

Goalies 

Andrei Vasilevskiy 

Brian Elliott 

Boston Hockey Now LOADED: 03.26.2023 
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Bruins Daily: Greer; Coyotes; Daly Proves Blackhawks Wrong 

 

Jimmy Murphy3-4 minutes 25/03/2023 

 

The Boston Bruins will not have A.J. Greer in the lineup against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning today. 

That, more Boston Bruins, and NHL news in the latest Bruins Daily: 

Boston Bruins 

Boston Bruins winger A.J. Greer has been suspended for one game for 
cross-checking Montreal Canadiens forward Mike Hoffman in the face 
during Thursday’s 4-2 win over the Canadiens. 

A gnarly-looking Mike Hoffman wasn’t too happy that the Boston Bruins 
winger got only one game and let the social media  world know late 
Friday afternoon. 

ESPN will be releasing a 30-for-30 documentary on the Vancouver riots 
that tore that city apart after the Boston Bruins beat the Vancouver 
Canucks in Game 7 of the 2011 Stanley Cup Final. 

Boston Bruins prospect defenseman Mason Lohrei had a goal and two 
assists in an 8-1 win for Ohio State over Harvard on Friday. 

National Hockey Now 

MTL: With Harvard bowing out of the NCAA Hockey Tournament in the 
first round, will Montreal Canadiens prospect and Hobey Baker Award 
candidate Sean Farrell sign an entry-level contract with the Canadiens? 

DraftKings 

PIT: Pittsburgh Penguins captain Sidney Crosby takes pride in the fact 
that his team has made the Stanley Cup playoffs for 16 straight seasons 
and wants to make it 17 if he can. 

FLA: There’s really no margin for error or hardly any losses for the 
Florida Panthers right now if they want to make the 2023 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs. 

COL: Reigning Norris Trophy winner Cale Makar returned to the lineup 
and had an instant impact with a goal and two assists in a 3-1 win for the 
Colorado Avalanche over the Arizona Coyotes. 

VGK: What would a Vegas Golden Knights-Nashville Predators first 
round playoff series look like? 

NHL 

Arizona Coyotes minority owner Andrew Barroway was suspended 
indefinitely by the NHL after he was arrested and charged with felony 
strangulation and misdemeanor second-degree assault in Aspen, 
Colorado on Thursday, according to a report from the Aspen Daily News. 
Can we move the Coyotes already? What a joke they are! 

As we tried to tell you here all season, there are no threats or harm 
coming to any Russian players who wear pride jerseys and NHL deputy 
commissioner Bill Daly proved that on Friday. That means that the 
Chicago Blackhawks not wearing their Pride jerseys because they feared 
for the safety of their Russian players, was, as most excuses for this 
trend of bigotry, based on lies. 

Had to love President Biden taking a shot at the Toronto Maple Leafs as 
he addressed Canadian Parliament on Friday. 

Boston Hockey Now LOADED: 03.26.2023 
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Bruins’ Garnet Hathaway fights, scores his way into his team’s favor 

 

Fluto Shinzawa6-7 minutes 25/03/2023 

 

BOSTON — Had Pat Maroon gotten his wish, the bullish Lightning 
forward would have been putting his knuckles into Garnet Hathaway’s 
face an instant after the puck dropped at TD Garden on Saturday.  

Chris Rooney caught sight of the fourth-liners’ conversation and pre-drop 
jousting. Before dropping the puck, the referee discouraged Maroon from 
engaging in any immediate silliness. 

Instead, Maroon and Hathaway had to wait for nine seconds. 

Jakub Lauko and Ross Colton initiated the hostility with a center-ice 
scrum. The smaller combatants kept their gloves on. Maroon and 
Hathaway did no such thing.  

Maroon, who outweighs Hathaway by 26 pounds, had the upper hand in 
the fight. Hathaway, however, walked away with the game-winning goal 
in the Bruins’ 2-1 victory. 

“As a team, we’ve been looking forward to this,” Hathaway, bearing red 
bruises on his right cheek and right side of his neck, said of the 
showdown against one of their Atlantic Division rivals. “A team that’s 
going to be in the playoffs and we could potentially see. A team that’s 
battling right now. You’re going to play that same way. Encouraging for 
us as a line. But encouraging for us as a team for us to play and play to 
our identity. That’s how we’re going to have to play in a couple weeks.” 

The Bruins guessed the Lightning would be ornery at the start. They had 
lost their last three games, including a 7-2 beatdown against the 
Senators. The Lightning have not won two Stanley Cups by rolling over 
for too long. 

“Maybe a late ‘80s, early ‘90s type of hockey game,” coach Jim 
Montgomery said. “But it’s great. Because we’re going to face this in the 
playoffs. We’re going to face games where it’s physical and it’s hard. I 
really liked the way we responded.” 

It wasn’t just Colton and Maroon initiating first-period hostility. Tanner 
Jeannot ran into Connor Clifton. The ex-Predator went back to the box, 
this time for four minutes, after belting David Krejci in the face with his 
stick. 

In the second, Steven Stamkos slashed Jake DeBrusk. Brandon Hagel 
knocked over Lauko in the third. 

This is part of Tampa’s DNA. The Lightning enjoy confrontational hockey, 
from Maroon, Jeannot, Hagel, Corey Perry, Anthony Cirelli, Nick Paul 
and Erik Cernak. Even Nikita Kucherov is as comfortable using his stick 
to slash and cross-check as he is wielding it to snipe and sauce.  

The Bruins may not be as belligerent as in previous years. But 
Hathaway, Clifton, Trent Frederic, Charlie McAvoy and Dmitry Orlov do 
not mind flexing their muscles when the temperature rises. Nick Foligno 
and Derek Forbort, currently injured, like playing rough. 

A.J. Greer is among their company. Greer was suspended for Saturday’s 
game because his head got too hot against the Canadiens on Thursday 
when he cross-checked Mike Hoffman in the face. 

Sprinkle in the fierceness with which Brad Marchand plays, and the 
Bruins shouldn’t be pushed around when the prickliness ramps up in the 
postseason. 
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“We expected them to test us,” said Montgomery. “I thought we took the 
test well.” 

The trouble the Bruins may face, though, is their feebleness in making 
opponents pay when they cross the line. The Bruins went 1 for 7 on the 
power play against the rowdy Lightning. Not good enough, especially 
considering how they gave up a short-handed goal to Victor Hedman 
while Jeannot was parked for four minutes. 

Since Jan. 26, the Bruins have scored on only 10 of their 86 power-play 
opportunities. During this segment, their 11.6 percent success rate is 
second-worst in the league. The Bruins are better than only the 
Blackhawks (10.7 percent), whose general manager purposely 
constructed their power play to be bad to facilitate a Connor Bedard 
payoff. 

“It’s our breakouts, our entries and the speed with which we move the 
puck once we have possession in-zone,” Montgomery said. “We’re very 
slow in attacking the net and converging on it. It’s just something we’ve 
got to continue to work on and get better at.” 

Montgomery and assistant coach John Gruden, who oversees the power 
play, have tried different things. McAvoy, Orlov and Hampus Lindholm 
have taken turns at the point on the first unit. They’ve moved David 
Pastrnak around. Tyler Bertuzzi is trying net-front duty on the No. 2 unit. 

Nothing has led to a long-term solution. The Bruins have to repair this 
before the playoffs. 

“Generate a little more speed. But also not get stuck on one play,” 
Patrice Bergeron, who scored the Bruins’ lone power-play goal, said of 
entries. “Sometimes we’re trying to gain the zone, gain the line with 
control. But there’s times where they’re shutting us down well. They’re 
taking away the blue line. Sometimes the space is behind them. We have 
to read that a little better.” 

The Bruins’ five-on-four game is damaged. Their five-on-five game is not. 
The fourth line saw to that with good wall work deep in the offensive 
zone. This let Tomas Nosek find Matt Grzelcyk at the left point. 
Hathaway stationed himself in front and got a piece of Grzelcyk’s shot. 
Andrei Vasilevskiy stopped the deflection, but Hathaway scored on the 
rebound. 

“I’ve always liked his game,” Bergeron said. “You don’t like playing 
against him. He’s very efficient. Very good for his team. He came in and 
fit nicely on that line. But also off the ice, he’s a great guy. Seems to be a 
character guy. He’s leading in his own way and leading by example. 
Can’t say enough about him and the impact he’s had so far.” 

The Athletic LOADED: 03.26.2023 
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3 things we learned from the Lightning’s loss in Boston 

 

Eduardo A. Encina5-7 minutes 3/25/2023 

 

The Lightning’s regulation losing streak reached a season-high four 
games with a 2-1 loss to the Bruins on Saturday in Boston. But the way 
Tampa Bay played against the top team in the NHL was a step forward. 

Coach Jon Cooper’s rule is that if you hold an opponent to two goals or 
fewer, you give yourself a chance to win, and that’s what the Lightning 
did against the league’s second-best scoring offense. 

Garnet Hathaway’s second-period goal, when the Boston forward batted 
a rebound attempt out of midair past Andrei Vasilevskiy, was the only 
even-strength goal of the game. 

“The loss doesn’t feel great,” Lightning forward Pierre-Edouard Bellemare 
told reporters in Boston. “But that kind of passion, I think, is what we 

maybe missed a little bit. And that’s awesome to watch, awesome to 
play. I think that was a great answer from those two games we had 
before. Everybody checked in right away. So it was a good game.” 

Here are three things we learned from the Lightning’s loss. 

No moral victories against Bruins 

The Bruins typically bring out the best in the Lightning (42-26-6). And 
with eight games remaining in the regular season, there is little time for 
Tampa Bay to find its postseason form. 

This was the best game the Lightning played in more than a week, and 
they protected the net well. But it’s a reminder that the margin of error 
against great teams can be minute. 

“Eight games left in the regular season and we want to get back on a 
winning record,” defenseman Victor Hedman said. “This was a step in the 
right direction, but it’s still zero points. If we bring the same attitude next 
game, I’m sure it’s going to be a different outcome. … Keep playing the 
same way, we’re going to get some good bounces with us. For us, it’s all 
about believing in the process.” 

Even if the Lightning get past an all-but-official matchup with the Maple 
Leafs in the first round of the playoffs, a series with the Bruins could 
await. Boston, which clinched the Atlantic Division title with the win, is a 
much different team since the trade deadline. It has a stronger roster 
after adding Hathaway, forward Tyler Bertuzzi and defenseman Dmitry 
Orlov. 

Against the Bruins, the Lightning matched the physical, low-scoring, tight-
checking game that often wins in the playoffs, even silencing Boston top 
scorer David Pastrnak, who is one goal from 50 on the season. 

Penalty kill delivers 

The first period was wild. The Lightning started two fights seconds after 
puck drop with forward Ross Colton dropping gloves with Bruins forward 
Jakub Lauko and forward Pat Maroon scrapping with Hathaway. It 
energized the Lightning but also started a first period in which they had to 
play 8:49 shorthanded. 

“It didn’t feel right or fair that those guys had to sit, so the mentality was 
like, ‘All right, let’s go kill it for those guys,’ " Bellemare said. “And when 
you have these kind of commitments that you’re going to play as hard as 
you can for your teammates, then it pays off.” 

The Lightning penalty kill — which has allowed 17 power-play goals 
since the All-Star break, third most in the league entering Saturday — 
played extremely well. 

The sole goal it allowed came on a puck that went off Boston forward 
Patrice Bergeron’s skate, then off Hedman’s skate. Otherwise, Tampa 
Bay kept all Boston’s power-play attempts to the outside. 

With so much time on the penalty kill early, the Lightning’s top scorers 
were stapled to the bench. In the first 11:51, Brayden Point skated only 
1:23, Nikita Kucherov 1:34 and Steven Stamkos 45 seconds. 

On the day, the Lightning penalty kill was 6-for-7. 

Offensive Victor Hedman 

When times get tough, the best players need to show the way. And fans 
have been waiting for Hedman to take charge, though given the 
Lightning’s defensive struggles, he likely has been preoccupied with 
protecting his end. 

But as Hedman goes, so goes the Lightning. When he is playing well, the 
team often is. And when he is aggressive in the offensive zone, his 
teammates usually follow. 

With the Lightning trying to kill off a four-minute double-minor penalty in 
the first, forward Alex Killorn pulled the puck back past the blue line while 
Hedman jumped over the bench and streaked toward the left wing. 
Killorn passed to Bellemare through the middle, and Bellemare set 
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Hedman up with a touch pass to the left point. Hedman launched a 
rocket slap shot from above the left circle for his first career shorthanded 
goal. 

Through the first two periods, Hedman led the Lightning with five shots 
on goal and eight shot attempts, then had only one shot attempt in the 
third. 

Tampa Bay Times LOADED: 03.26.2023 

  

1272606 Tampa Bay Lightning 

 

Lightning coach Jon Cooper at 10 years: Inside a rare NHL run and a 
message that ‘doesn’t seem to get old’ 

 

Joe Smith16-20 minutes 3/25/2023 

 

The toughest speech Jon Cooper has ever given his Lightning team was 
the first one. 

It was 10 years ago today, just after the Lightning won their first game 
after head coach Guy Boucher was fired. Cooper, who had led the 
team’s AHL affiliate, Norfolk, to a Calder Cup the season before, flew in 
that afternoon and watched from a suite. 

Assistant general manager Julien BriseBois had picked Cooper up from 
the airport. He tried to keep things light, joking how the travel, the food — 
everything — would be better in the NHL. “You’ll drive a better car,” he 
said. As Cooper pulled up to Amalie Arena, it finally sank in. 

“Wow, this is really happening.” 

The press conference he gave the local media before the game was a 
breeze. He told them he wanted his team to be a blend between the 
bruising 1970s Flyers and high-flying 1980s Oilers. But Cooper was more 
nervous about the postgame talk with players. 

The dressing room was packed for it, with players either in their suits or 
postgame workout clothes and sitting in their stalls. The training, 
equipment and hockey ops staff also squeezed in. 

Cooper had given intro speeches a half-dozen times in previous stops, 
from his first coaching job at a high school in Lansing, Mich., to teams in 
Texarkana, Green Bay, Wis., and Norfolk, Va. But this was different. 
These weren’t kids. It was future Hall of Famer Martin St. Louis. Captain 
Vinny Lecavalier. Future cornerstones Steven Stamkos and Victor 
Hedman. 

GM Steve Yzerman introduced Cooper, telling the group there’d been a 
leadership change. The next time they made changes, it’d be to the 
roster. The Hall of Famer had Cooper’s back from the start. All eyes were 
glued on Cooper, wearing a suit, no tie and a striped shirt unbuttoned at 
the top. 

“The silence was deafening,” Cooper remembers. 

The speech was short, about five minutes, but it was memorable. He 
brought up his background, having started on Wall Street and as a 
lawyer. He told the team it needed to be close — do everything together. 
He said they were going to have fun, with coaches allowing music in the 
dressing room before games and between periods. 

And then there was the kicker. 

“He told our team it was missing something — and that was swagger,” 
Stamkos says. “And he had that to him. He said this group was 
eventually going to get there.” 

“He was convincing,” adds St. Louis, now an NHL head coach himself in 
Montreal. “I felt good about it. I can say that.” 

Swagger or not, nobody — not even Cooper — envisioned what was 
coming. Four trips to the Stanley Cup Final in 10 years. Two Stanley 
Cups. No coach in NHL history has more wins at their 10-year 
anniversary with a team than Cooper’s 476, according to NHL Stats. The 
list of coaches who spent their full first decade with the same franchise is 
just 11 deep, including the likes of Toe Blake, Jack Adams and Barry 
Trotz — and Cooper has the most wins of anyone on it. The only 
coaches to have more combined regular season and playoff wins over 
any 10-year span are Arbour and Scotty Bowman. There may never be 
another coach who wins 11 consecutive playoff series. 

In the modern game, where there are routinely a half-dozen coaching 
changes every summer, Cooper has become the standard of stability. 

Every coach has a shelf life. Everybody except Cooper, it seems. We 
may never see this again. 

“I don’t think we will,” says Bruce Boudreau, who has 617 wins in his 16 
NHL seasons behind the bench. “Ten years in one place in the NHL is 
unheard of.” 

Adds Hall of Famer Scotty Bowman: “Jeez, that’s a long time. It’s not 
easy.” 

And Cup-winning coach Ken Hitchcock: “If you last more than three 
years, you’re doing great.” 

There are many reasons Cooper has made it this far. The level of 
success, of course, will keep you there. Cooper is the first to credit his 
staff, players and leadership group for being an extension of him in the 
dressing room. “I’ve surrounded myself with people much smarter than 
me,” he says. But coaches like Trotz and Hitchcock say Cooper’s case 
should be a lesson for other NHL teams on the partnership between a 
coach and management. 

“It’s a great lesson,” Trotz says, “in patience.” 

When Yzerman decided to fire Boucher, he asked BriseBois to help 
come up with a list of potential replacements. 

They went over pros and cons for the candidates. Lindy Ruff’s name was 
one that surfaced in reports at the time. 

“But at the end, we knew Coop was the guy,” BriseBois says. 

BriseBois had hired Cooper a few years earlier to lead Norfolk, having 
received a serendipitous tip on him from an agent. A summer before that, 
Cooper had interviewed with the Capitals and Oilers. He didn’t get those 
jobs and admits now he wasn’t ready for them. 

“You realize how incredibly blessed you are to be at the right place at the 
right time,” Cooper says. “If I go to one of the other teams, would it have 
all worked out? I don’t know. It might have. But I wouldn’t want to take 
the chance to find out.” 

Bowman, who himself never spent 10 years in one spot, points out that 
as a coach coming in, it’s important where the team is at in its contention 
cycle. The Lightning weren’t a playoff team when Cooper took over. They 
had a unique blend of veterans like St. Louis and Lecavalier, top picks in 
Stamkos and Hedman and a half dozen young stars-in-the-making from 
Cooper’s AHL championship team. 

They would go on to make the playoffs in Cooper’s first season and the 
Cup Final in his second. 

“He came at the right time in Tampa,” Bowman says. “They were just 
starting out their run. The team kept getting better, and he coached a lot 
of the players in the minors. It was just a great fit.” 

It wasn’t easy, though. Cooper had to make hard decisions to scratch 
veterans like Eric Brewer and Ryan Malone. He had to get buy-in from 
veterans like St. Louis. The kids — Cooper’s kids — were taking players’ 
jobs. 

“That was difficult,” Cooper says. “Guys that paved the road before — the 
blood, sweat and tears to carry the Tampa Bay Lightning for a period — 
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you’re disrupting that. I was brand new to the league, and many people 
are looking at you. Your resume doesn’t dictate you can do this, but you 
have to. If you don’t have (the veterans) in your corner, you’re not getting 
anybody. Marty was the backbone.” 

Until he wasn’t there anymore. St. Louis requested a trade at the 2014 
deadline, with the Lightning acquiring Ryan Callahan from the Rangers in 
exchange. They made the playoffs but were unceremoniously swept by 
the Canadiens in the first round. 

“I’m like ‘Oh my gosh,’ this is a whole different beast,” Cooper says. “I 
remember we were down 0-2 in the series, and we come into their 
building and it’s bedlam. It was thunderous. Eleven seconds after puck 
drop, Rene Bourque scores. I’m like, ‘Oh s—. We’re in trouble.’” 

The 2014-15 season would be pivotal for Cooper and the team, with a 
surprise trip to the Stanley Cup Final. Cooper had won at every level, but 
that trip was his NHL validation. 

Had the Lightning lost in the first round again — they were down 2-1 to 
the Red Wings before an epic, Tyler Johnson-led comeback in Game 4 
— who knows if Cooper and his staff would still be around. 

“That was a game-changer,” Cooper says. “That year established me as 
a coach. You have the history of winning, and in 2014 you get swept, and 
that was embarrassing. It had never happened to me before. The fact we 
went all the way to within two wins of the Cup, it helped me, my 
confidence.” 

“That helped put a stamp on it, put a stamp on it with the players.” 

Cooper was walking along the NHL Draft floor in Vancouver in June 2019 
when he got a pep talk he needed. 

The Lightning had gotten stunningly swept by the Blue Jackets in the first 
round of the playoffs after having won 62 games and the Presidents’ 
Trophy. They were then a running joke at the NHL Awards, with 
comedian Kenan Thompson taking shots. 

Cooper was humbled and embarrassed. Then he ran into then-Sharks 
coach Pete DeBoer at the draft. 

“I just wanted to tell you, this s— happens,” Cooper remembers DeBoer 
telling him. “Don’t change a thing. Stick to your convictions. This is a 
hiccup in the road. Don’t blow it up. You guys will be fine.” 

The difference between Cooper and so many other coaches is he got the 
chance to stick with it. 

BriseBois insisted at the time he wasn’t going to “blow up” the roster or 
coaching staff. Cooper had signed a three-year extension that spring, 
and BriseBois’ line was, “Why look for the next Jon Cooper when we 
already have the original?” 

BriseBois felt the 2019 sweep was a “collective fail” and everyone should 
shoulder the responsibility. 

“I think coaches get blamed for a lot more stuff than things they actually 
have control over,” BriseBois says. “We should be more patient with our 
coaches and understand what they do control and evaluate them (by 
that). There should definitely be more long-tenured coaches out there.” 

Hitchcock credits the Lightning for sticking with Cooper. 

“Coaches have a tough time surviving the transition phase of your team,” 
says Hitchcock, who won 849 games in his career and a Stanley Cup 
with the Stars but also was fired multiple times. “In Dallas, we went on a 
big run there for quite a few years, and all of a sudden a bunch of guys 
retired and we were in the middle of forming chemistry and it was rocky. 
It’s at that rocky stage where a lot of good coaches get fired. 

“There are coaches that get a job and get fired and can’t hang on. And 
there are coaches that win, have success and have trouble trying to 
duplicate it, and in that process, they lose their jobs. It takes patience, it 
takes time, and it is really tough.” 

Trotz likens the collaboration and communication that Cooper has with 
BriseBois to the relationship he had for years in Nashville with David 
Poile. There were times when Trotz thought he was on the ropes, but he 
recalls Poile telling players, “He’s not going anywhere. We’re fixing it right 
here. The situation is in the room.” 

“A team will go through a losing streak, and everyone is calling for the 
coach’s head — where you know the solution is in the dressing room,” 
says Trotz, who recently took over for Poile as Predators GM. “The 
coach has got to work through it. 

“Too many times, some organizations cave to the pressure of the media, 
the fans, the outside noise. And it doesn’t strengthen the team; it 
weakens the team.” 

There was plenty of “outside noise” with Trotz’s Capitals teams after 
several failed playoff performances. He points out that there aren’t many 
teams that win a Cup without two or three “devastating series losses.” 
The mid-1990s Red Wings. The Capitals. The Lightning. That’s why, 
when the hockey world was laughing at Cooper at the 2019 NHL Awards, 
Trotz told him, there was “light at the end of the tunnel” and “You don’t 
realize how close you are.” 

BriseBois credits owner Jeff Vinik for understanding the “randomness” of 
the sport and how the odds are stacked against any team winning the 
Cup. 

“If I’m being honest and self-evaluating myself, if it’s not for Steve 
Yzerman, Julien BriseBois and Jeff Vinik and their unfettered support of 
what myself and our staff was doing, then none of this would have 
worked,” Cooper says. “I probably wouldn’t be here anymore. There are 
a lot of good coaches out there. But I believe when you have that support 
from management and ownership, that’s what makes good coaches 
great.” 

Stamkos laughs when he thinks back to Cooper’s first speech — the guy 
not many of them knew just walking in and talking about bringing them 
swagger. 

But Stamkos admits now, Cooper was right. And it’s taken a lot more 
than confidence for Cooper to build trust and buy-in. Stamkos thinks he’s 
been among the coaches who have changed the dynamic throughout the 
league between players and coaches. 

“He was never a big yeller or screamer,” Stamkos says. “He let the guys 
do what they wanted, in terms of the music and preparation, as long as 
on the ice you put out the effort.” 

Cooper’s philosophy has always been “culture over strategy,” and he 
credits Stamkos and the leadership group with building and maintaining 
the standard. The key, Cooper believes, is showing players you care. 
They’ll see right through you if you’re not genuine. You treat everyone 
fairly, but not every player the same. 

There’s always “give and take,” Stamkos says, between Cooper and the 
players, whether it’s discussing practice plans or days off. A big part of 
the team culture is accountability, and when that’s enforced by the 
leaders, it makes it stick more. 

“I think a talent of mine is being able to read the room, but you don’t 
always read it correctly,” Cooper says. “That’s when you have guys like 
Stammer and the leadership group to help you through it. … A 
dictatorship doesn’t work. Do you have to make the final decisions? I do. 
I don’t do them by knee-jerk reaction. I’ve thought about it and 
communicated with players before anything.” 

When Cooper benched his three top offensive players — Brayden Point, 
Nikita Kucherov and Stamkos — for the third period of a loss in Buffalo a 
few weeks ago, it blew up in the media. Cooper points out that the team 
has played in the Cup Final more times the past eight years than times 
he’s sat those players but also that the team does need to uphold its 
standards, from the top down. “If anyone think that (benching) was a 
chink in the armor in Tampa,” he says, “they’re sorely mistaken.” 
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The Lightning don’t win back-to-back Cups if Kucherov doesn’t go 
transform his two-way game and leadership. They don’t hoist hockey’s 
holy grail if Stamkos doesn’t evolve into one of the greatest all-time 
captains. 

It started with the 2019 humbling defeat and meetings that summer about 
a “non-negotiable” commitment to team over self. 

“He’ll go down as a Hall of Fame coach,” says Red Wings coach Derek 
Lalonde, a Lightning assistant the previous four years. “But he’ll never 
get enough credit for that uncanny ability — behind closed doors — to 
manage a group in today’s age, where the bully coach no longer has a 
place. He has the uncanny ability to hold guys accountable in a modern 
way. He holds superstars accountable, gives them a little rope to play 
their game and within the team structure. It’s not easy.” 

And it’s led to a shelf life that is the envy of most coaches. Pittsburgh’s 
Mike Sullivan is the next longest-tenured coach at eight years. Jared 
Bednar is at seven with Colorado and may get to 10. 

Boudreau, who spent five years in Washington and Anaheim and four in 
Minnesota, knows how challenging it is. 

“Sometimes the message gets old,” he says. “It doesn’t seem to get old 
in Tampa, which is amazing.” 

Cooper signed a three-year extension last year that takes him through 
the 2024-25 season. His biggest regret is missing so much of his kids’ 
lives — his twin daughters Julia and Josie are 14 years old, his son, 
Jonny, is 12. He jokes he arrived in Tampa when he was feeding them 
with a spoon and now they’re texting him their UberEats orders. 

But Cooper still feels like he has a lot of coaching left. 

“As long as the thing that drives me — the fire and competition and 
chance to win a Stanley Cup — and that burns as bright today as it did in 
2013,” Cooper says. “As long as I still have that, I’m still going. 

“And I’d stay with his organization forever if I could.” 

The decade club 

Coaches who spent their first 10 years with the same franchise, ranked 
by wins in those 10 years: 

Coach, team Years Record Pts% 

Jon Cooper, Lightning 

2013-23 

476-243-0-67 

.648 

Glen Sather, Oilers 

1979-89 

442-241-99-0 

.629 

Toe Blake, Canadiens 

1955-65 

385-187-128-0 

.641 

Lindy Ruff, Sabres 

1997-07 

358-271-78-31 

.559 

Punch Imlach, Leafs 

1958-68 

339-250-114-0 

.563 

Barry Trotz, Predators 

1998-08 

324-309-60-46 

.510 

Craig MacTavish, Oilers 

2000-09 

301-252-47-56 

.537 

Lester Patrick, Rangers 

1926-36 

210-167-86-0 

.546 

Milt Schmidt, Bruins 

1956-64 

209-293-113-0 

.432 

Jack Adams, Detroit* 

1927-37 

204-183-81-0 

.522 

Frank Boucher, Rangers 

1939-48 

167-243-77-0 

.422 

* Coached the Detroit Cougars, Detroit Falcons and Detroit Red Wings 

Best 10-year stretches 

Coaches with 400-plus wins through their first 10 years with a franchise 
(but not necessarily their first franchise): 

Coach, team Years Record Pts% 

Jon Cooper, Lightning 

2013-23 

476-243-0-67 

.648 

Joel Quenneville, Blackhawks 

2008-18 

449-244-0-95 

.630 

Glen Sather, Oilers 

1979-89 

442-241-99-0 
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.629 

Al Arbour, Islanders 

1973-83 

425-229-147-0 

.622 

Immediate (and sustained) playoff success 

Coaches with the most playoff wins in their first 10 (or fewer) years with a 
franchise (but not necessarily their first franchise): 

Coach, team Years Record 

Al Arbour, Islanders 

1973-83 

93-44 

Glen Sather, Oilers 

1979-89 

89-37 

Scotty Bowman, Red Wings 

1993-02 

86-48 

Jon Cooper, Lightning 

2013-23 

84-55 

Joel Quenneville, Blackhawks 

2008-18 

76-52 

Scotty Bowman, Canadiens 

1971-79 

70-28 

Mike Babcock, Red Wings 

2005-15 

67-56 

Claude Julien, Bruins 

2007-17 

57-40 

Toe Blake, Canadiens 

1955-65 

56-30 

Lindy Ruff, Sabres 

1997-07 

52-36 
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Power play fails reeling Detroit Red Wings in 3-0 loss at Philadelphia 
Flyers 

 

Helene St. James 

 

The Detroit Red Wings continued their sputter towards the finish line, 
losing for the second straight time to a team below them in the standings. 

Even nearly 14 minutes of power play time Saturday didn't help the 
Wings' cause, as they fell, 3-0, to the Philadelphia Flyers at Wells Fargo 
Center. Since a brief sojourn into the Eastern Conference playoff picture 
on Feb. 23 after winning seven of eight games, the Wings have gone 3-
11-1. 

The Wings got their seventh power play with 5:35 to play, but were able 
to play with an extra skater for about 30 seconds during the delayed call. 
They pulled Alex Nedeljkovic for an extra skater again with 3:30 to play, 
and kept him out for about two minutes. Tyson Foerster scored into an 
empty net with 1:19 to play. 

Carter Hart made nine of his 29 saves during Detroit power plays. It 
wasn't all bad on special teams, however: The Wings held the 32nd-
ranked Flyers power play scoreless on three opportunities. 

The Wings (31-32-9) have 10 games left leading up to the season finale 
on the road against the Tampa Bay Lightning on April 13. 

Power (play) outages 

The Flyers' penalty kill ranks in the bottom five in the NHL, which made it 
all the more egregious that the Wings spent six minutes in the first period 
with a man advantage and had nothing to show for it. Four minutes of the 
time was continuous, too, with Tony DeAngelo earning a double minor for 
high-sticking Adam Erne. The first power play unit — consisting of Moritz 
Seider, Dylan Larkin, David Perron, Lucas Raymond and Alex Chiasson 
— logged nearly four minutes of the total power play time in the first 
period, but never generated any momentum. By the end of the game, 
Raymond, Seider and Perron all had topped eight minutes of power play 
time, while Larkin was above nine minutes. 

Flyers find net 

Nedeljkovic, starting his first NHL game since Dec. 8, had made eight 
saves before the Flyers scored at 10:10 of the second period. Owen 
Tippett fired a shot on net from the low slot that Nedeljkovic stopped, but 
the rebound landed right by Kieffer Bellows, who tapped it into the net 
before Nedeljkovic could get reset. Scott Laughton made it 2-0 in the last 
minute of the second period, snapping a short wrist shot off the rush 
during four-on-four play. The Wings are without Ville Husso, whose 
lower-body injury has left him sidelined. Magnus Hellberg started the 
previous two games, but was pulled after allowing three goals on 13 
shots in Thursday's loss to the St. Louis Blues. Nedeljkovic finished with 
19 saves. 

Patched lineup 

It reflects on where the Wings are at that Joe Veleno and Erne, two 
forwards normally found playing in the bottom six, were playing on the 
first and second lines, respectively. With Tyler Bertuzzi and Jakub Vrana 
traded and Robby Fabbri, Michael Rasmussen and Filip Zadina injured, 
that's how the lineup was slotted. Jonatan Berggren is a skilled forward, 
but the rookie had just one point his previous 10 games. On defense, 
Gustav Lindstrom was in for Simon Edvinsson, a decision that reflected 
the Wings' preference to play Edvinsson at home, where they can better 
protect who he matches up against during his shifts. 
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Detroit Red Wings blanked by Philadelphia Flyers, 3-0: Game thread 
replay 

 

Ryan Ford 

 

Detroit Red Wings (31-31-9, 71 points) vs. Philadelphia Flyers (27-32-12, 
66 points) 

When: 1 p.m. Saturday. 

Where: Wells Fargo Center in Philadelphia. 

TV: Bally Sports Detroit. 

Radio: WXYT-FM (97.1; Red Wings radio affiliates). 

• Box score  

NET GAIN?Red Wings turn to Alex Nedeljkovic; Ville Husso could be 
gone for some time 

THURSDAY'S LOSS:Why Derek Lalonde hated how Red Wings 
responded to being scored on 

Game notes: We’re not saying the Wings should lose games to improve 
their draft position — tanking, it might be called? — but losing this game 
to the Flyers might be advantageous; it’s one of just two the Wings play 
against a team “ahead” of them in the draft lottery in their final 11 games 
this season. (The other? An April 4 visit to Montreal to take on the 
Canadiens, who sit fifth in the lottery standings after winning it last 
season.) 

The Flyers are beginning their version of a rebuild after firing GM Chuck 
Fletcher earlier this month. They appear to have the coach in place in 
John Tortorella; the longtime Tampa Bay Lightning and Columbus Blue 
Jackets coach picked up his 700th win on Thursday night. He’s just the 
second American-born coach with 700 NHL wins. (Peter Laviolette, now 
with the Washington Capitals, is the other.) 

The Flyers also appear to be set in net, with 24-year-old Carter Hart in 
his fifth season. His numbers from this campaign — 2.96 goals-against 
average, .907 save percentage — don’t quite stack up to those of his first 
two seasons (2.59, .915), but the 2018 second-round pick (No. 48 overal) 
is still young. 

The Wings, meanwhile, will be getting a bit of a shakeup in the crease, 
with Alex Nedeljkovic making his first NHL start since Dec. 8. He was 
much better in the AHL than in his first nine NHL appearances this 
season, posting a 2.71 GAA and a .912 save percentage with the Griffins 
after stopping just 88% of the shots he faced in his first stint with the 
Wings this season. 

After Saturday, the Wings return home for a visit from the Pittsburgh 
Penguins on Tuesday night, while the Flyers geta Tuesday visit from the 
Canadiens. 
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Lack of power-play production costs Red Wings against Flyers 

 

TED KULFAN   The Detroit News 

 

Philadelphia - When a team gets seven power plays during a game like 
the Red Wings did Saturday, you expect some goals coming your way. 

But the Wings didn't get any goals, and none the remainder of the game 
either, in Saturday's 3-0 loss in Philadelphia. 

Make no mistake, the lack of production on the power play was pivotal in 
a game between two teams playing out the string in a long NHL 
schedule. 

"We didn't move it (the puck) around too bad, but we just didn't finish our 
opportunities," forward Andrew Copp said. "When you have that many 
(chances), you have to score at least one. It's a missed opportunity." 

The Wings had glorious chances to take control of the game early, with 
three power plays in the first 10 minutes of the game, including a four-
minute power play on Philadelphia's Tony DeAngelo's high-sticking 
penalty. 

But the Wings weren't able to generate quality pressure on goaltender 
Carter Hart, and it set a tone for the remainder of the afternoon. 

"It just saps your energy, too," coach Derek Lalonde said. "When the 
power play is sharp and generating offense, you can get some energy on 
it. But today we couldn't execute on it and it's unfortunate because it's 
been humming of late since (Alex) Chiasson has been net-front there, 
we've been almost at a 28% clip and top five power play on the road. 
There's been some good signs with our power play. 

"But, unfortunately, today we didn't execute." 

The Wings' lineup is decimated these days with trades and injuries 
severely cutting into the team's depth. With that, there's been a lack of 
offense. 

For the Wings to generate goals, they have to be more determined going 
to the net 

"Our recipe has to be pretty simple going forward," Copp said. "We just 
have to get pucks to the net and crash them a little bit." 

Successful return 

Goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic returned to the lineup and held his own 
Saturday, stopping 19 of 21 shots. 

Nedeljkovic was sent to Grand Rapids in December after essentially 
losing the backup job to Magnus Hellberg. 

With Ville Husso (lower-body) out of the lineup currently and Hellberg 
being pulled in the Wings' last game, Nedeljkovic got the start and may 
have earned more playing time. 

"He was excellent," Lalonde said. "It was a tough net game to play, in 
that we didn't give up a ton but when we did, it was of the Grade A 
variety, but he was sharp. 

"I love the way he handles the puck. It was a real good performance by 
him." 

Nedeljkovic was generally pleased, except for allowing Scott Laughton's 
late second-period goal, with the teams playing four-on-four, which gave 
the Flyers a 2-0 lead. 

"I felt fine, not a lot of action (faced), I would have liked maybe that 
second (goal back)," Nedeljkovic said. "A clear-cut shot beats me high 
glove, maybe if I make that save we go into the third, that was late in the 
second and last minute, it was kind of a tough one to swallow. 

"Going into the third down a goal, maybe we find a way to score at the 
end of the period and it's a different outcome if I make that save." 

Ice chips 

The Wings are 3-11-1 over their last 15 games, or since slipping into a 
wild-card spot in late February. Suddenly the Wings are only three points 
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ahead of Philadelphia in the conference standings, as the Flyers have 
earned points in five consecutive games (4-0-1). 

... This was a game between two teams out of the playoff picture, late in 
the season, but Lalonde was pleased with the energy the Wings 
displayed. 

"The urgency was good," Lalonde said. "I liked our push in the third. We 
had a pretty good push in that period. We generated seven or eight 
chances for, and you'll take that over any period. It's just unfortunate we 
didn't convert and give credit to their goalie." 

... Philadelphia won all three games against the Wings this season, 
outscoring the Red Wings, 8-2. This marks the fourth time in franchise 
history the Flyers swept a three-plus game season-series against the 
Wings (5-0 in 1973-74, 3-0 in 1982-83 and 2018-19). 
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Red Wings continue their losing ways in Philadelphia, 3-0 

 

TED KULFAN   The Detroit News 

 

Philadelphia - Only 10 games left for the Red Wings. Judging from some 
of the social media comments, the end can't come soon enough. 

But coming on the heels of Saturday's 3-0 loss in Philadelphia, you can 
understand the fans' disappointment. 

The Flyers (28-32-12), who are suddenly only three points behind the 
Wings (31-32-9) in the overall standings (good or bad news, because of 
Entry Draft lottery odds?), swept the three-game season series against 
the Wings. 

The Wings went 0-for-7 on the power play and couldn't solve 
Philadelphia goaltender Carter Hart, who made 29 saves. 

"That was the difference, our inability to execute on the power play," Red 
Wings coach Derek Lalonde said. "That was the difference. You get that 
many looks and not to generate a goal, that was the difference. 

"That, and flirting with too many odd-mans (rushes against). It's 
frustrating because this game was very winnable. It was there. Our 
inability to execute on the power play and a little credit to their goalie, he 
had an exceptional game." 

Kiefer Bellows and Scott Laughton scored second-period goals, and 
Tyson Foerster added an empty-net goal for Philadelphia, while Hart was 
exceptional in net, as the Wings lost for the 12th time in the last 15 (3-11-
1). 

"When you have that many (power plays), you have to score at least 
one," Red Wings forward Andrew Copp said. "It was a missed 
opportunity for us. We pushed decently (in the third period) but it feels 
like it comes a little too late sometimes. We have to figure out a way to 
just get a little more jam in our game." 

Laughton's goal (18th) was pivotal, with the teams skating four-on-four 
and the Wings about to go on a power play. David Perron couldn't keep 
the puck in the zone, the Flyers took off on a two-on-one rush and 
Laughton kept the puck and beat goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic from the 
hashmarks at 19:24 of the second period, making it 2-0 Philadelphia. 

The timing the goal, late in the period and with Philadelphia holding a 
narrow one-goal lead, and the way it occurred with the odd-man rush, 
stung the Wings. 

"That was a tough one," Lalonde said. "The way we pushed in the third 
(period), I was pretty comfortable we weren't going to get shut out, and 
just we had some real good looks in the first 10 minutes of the second 
but we were a little unfortunate we weren't able to get one (goal). 

"But the two-goal lead is a lot different, especially with the power play not 
clicking and we're having trouble to produce offense right now." 

Nedeljkovic, making his first NHL start since Dec. 8, stopped 19 shots. 
Nedeljkovic was sent to Grand Rapids when he lost playing time to Ville 
Husso and Magnus Hellberg took over the back-up job. 

"I tried to not make more of what it was," Nedeljkovic said. "It's been a 
while since I've got a start but I tried to not think about it that way. Just 
another game, and keep doing what has been making me successful and 
for the most part, I was able to do that." 

Bellows opened the scoring with his third goal, at 10:10 of the second 
period. Bellows drove to the net and put back a rebound of Owen 
Tippett's drive from the slot, putting the loose puck past Nedeljkovic. 

Visiting Philadelphia hasn't been an overly enjoyable experience for Red 
Wings teams over the years. The Flyers are 18-1-1 against the Wings 
over the last 20 games in Philadelphia. 
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Griffins win a pair of dramatic games, but split with Iowa ends week on a 
sour note 

 

Updated: Mar. 26, 2023, 12:24 a.m.| 

Published Mar. 26, 2023, 12:23 a.m. 

By Tyler Kuehl  

 

DES MOINES, Iowa- With just a few weeks left in the regular season, the 
Grand Rapids Griffins met with a couple of their rivals from the Central 
Division, including another meeting with the Chicago Wolves. 

HUNGRY LIKE A WOLF 

The Griffins began the week with a meeting against the American 
Hockey League affiliate of the Carolina Hurricanes at Van Andel Arena 
on Wednesday night. 

Things did not get started on the right foot at all for GR in the opening 
period, as Max Lajoie struck first for the visitors just 35 seconds into the 
contest. The Wolves were able to follow that up later in the period with a 
goal from Malte Stromwall, his 15th of the season, sending Chicago into 
the first intermission with a 2-0 lead. 

After a relatively slow second period where the only notable event was 
when Tyler Spezia ran into Chicago netminder Zachary Sawchenko, the 
Griffins got a quick jump in the third period as Danny O’Regan picked up 
his 13th goal of the season after a nice setup from Dominik Shine and 
Pontus Andreasson. 

Grand Rapids kept it rolling, as they cashed in on their third power play of 
the game minutes later, with Chase Pearson potting his third of the 
season to tie the game at two. 

While the fans at Van Andel were still feeling the excitement after the 
PPG, Jamieson Rees brought everyone back down a peg as he scored 
just 31 seconds later to give Chicago their second lead of the game. 

However, the Griffins had the legs to stay in the game. Just past the 
halfway mark of the period, Pontus Andreasson scored his 11th goal of 
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the season to tie the game once again. Then, just 19 seconds later, 
Charlie Curti, who was just signed to a PTO from the ECHL’s Toledo 
Walleye, ripped a point shot that was deflected in by Taro Hirose, giving 
GR their first lead of the night. 

GR was able to continue to complete the chaotic comeback, with Riley 
Sawchuk scoring his third since signing with the team, and Joel 
L’Esperance scoring an empty-net goal to seal a 6-3 win. 

The six goals in the final 20 minutes marked the first time the Griffins 
have ever scored that many goals in a single period, on home ice, in 
franchise history. 

“It didn’t feel that crazy on the bench,” head coach Ben Simon said after 
the win. “It’s a testament to the guys in the room. Our backs are against 
the wall in the playoffs...it was good to see some of our guys get 
rewarded offensively.” 

Alex Nedeljkovic picked up his 13th victory of the season in goal for GR, 
making 24 saves. The former Plymouth Whaler was promptly called back 
up to the Detroit Red Wings on Thursday. 

A NEEDED RALLY 

Grand Rapids hit the road over the weekend, heading down to Des 
Moines to begin a back-to-back with the Iowa Wild, the top affiliate of the 
Minnesota Wild, on Friday night. 

Things did not get started on the right foot for the Griffins, as the Wild 
cashed in with a power play goal just over a minute into the contest. 
However, GR responded later in the period, as O’Regan scored his 
fourth goal in six games to even the score heading into the second 
period. 

Iowa came back with a strong second period, outshooting the Griffs, 12-
7, in the frame. Goals from Turner Ottenbreit and Patrick Curry gave the 
home side a two-goal lead. A lead that shrunk in the waning minutes of 
the middle stanza, as Joel L’Esperance scored his 23rd goal of the 
season to make it a 3-2 game. 

In the third period, Grand Rapids threw everything it had at Wild 
goaltender Jesper Wallstedt, putting 14 shots on goal in the final 20 
minutes of regulation. When it looked as if the Griffins were going to fall, 
Pontus Andreasson wired in his 12th of the season with 4.6 seconds left 
to send the game into overtime. 

Neither team was able to score in the extra five minutes, but a pair of 
saves from John Lethemon in the shootout, along with L’Esperance and 
O’Regan finding the back of the net, helped give the Griffins a big 4-3 
win. 

The 21-save performance gave Lethemon his first win since joining the 
Griffins, and third of his AHL career. Taro Hirose continued to show his 
ability as a playmaker, assisting on all three of Grand Rapids’ goals. 

Stream Griffins hockey live: AHL.TV 

A WILD GOOSE EGG 

The second game of the weekend started very similarly to the first, as the 
Wild opened the scoring just minutes into the contest on Saturday with a 
goal from Nic Petan. 

Iowa took the game over in the middle stanza, with Turner Ottenbreit 
scoring a little before the halfway mark of the period, giving the home 
side a 2-0 lead. Lethemon, who was making his second start in as many 
days, stopped 12 of the 13 shots he faced to try and keep Grand Rapids 
in the game. 

Dominik Shine vs. Dakota Mermis 

GR picked up their play in the third period, outshooting the Wild 17-10. 
However, Iowa netminder Zane McIntyre, who had been a thorn in the 
Griffins’ side this season, made some big stops in the frame. Petan 
capped the afternoon off with an empty-net goal, as the Wild hung on for 
a 3-0 win. 

The loss marked the fourth time this season that the Griffs have been 
shutout. Lethemon was handed his second regulation loss this season, 
stopping 29 of the 31 shots he faced. 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Coming into a rather spread-out schedule this weekend, the Griffins are 
sixth in the division with 61 points, now eight back of the Rockford 
IceHogs. 

Grand Rapids comes back home this Wednesday for another home affair 
to take on the Wolves. The two bottom-dwellers in the Central will be 
meeting for the ninth time this season. After their result last week, the 
Griffs are 5-2-1 against their longtime rivals. 

On Friday, the Griffins get set to host the Milwaukee Admirals, the AHL 
affiliate of the Nashville Predators. While the Ads are battling for the top 
spot in the division, GR is hoping to end their season series with their 
former International Hockey League foes on a high note, having won just 
two of the first seven encounters. 

Then, on Sunday, Grand Rapids make a trip over to Illinois to face off 
with the IceHogs in an important matchup. It will be the final road contest 
for the Griffins in Rockford, as GR is just 1-2 at the BMO Center. 
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Red Wings swept by Flyers, slip below .500 in points percentage 

 

Updated: Mar. 25, 2023, 3:39 p.m.| 

Published Mar. 25, 2023, 3:36 p.m. 

By Ansar Khan  

 

The Detroit Red Wings couldn’t solve Carter Hart and couldn’t convert on 
ample power play opportunities Saturday afternoon. 

Hart made 29 saves to lead the Philadelphia Flyers past the Red Wings 
3-0 at Wells Fargo Center. 

The Red Wings (31-32-9) dipped below .500 in points percentage for the 
first time this season and were swept in the three-game season series by 
Philadelphia, which is 4-0-1 in its past five and 28-32-12 overall. 

The Red Wings went 0 for 7 on the power play against a team that 
entered the game ranked 28th on the penalty kill. 

It’s the fourth time Detroit has been shut out this season and Hart’s fifth 
career shutout. 

Alex Nedeljkovic allowed two goals on 21 shots in his first start with the 
Red Wings since Dec. 8. Ville Husso remains idled with a lower-body 
injury. 

Tyson Foerster sealed the outcome with an empty-net goal with 1:19 
remaining. 

The Flyers scored twice in the second period following a scoreless first. 

Kieffer Bellows went to the net and banged in a rebound at 10:10. 

Scott Laughton, on a two-on-one during a four-on-four situation, picked 
the top corner on the short side with 36 seconds remaining in the period 
to make it 2-0. Laughton has scored a goal in seven consecutive games 
against the Red Wings. 

Detroit swept the three-game season series against Philadelphia last 
season. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 26, 2023 

 

Defenseman Simon Edvinsson was scratched in favor of Gustav 
Lindstrom. The Red Wings seem to prefer playing Edvinsson at home 
rather than on the road, where they can’t dictate the matchup. 
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How to Watch the Detroit Red Wings vs. Philadelphia Flyers - NHL 
(3/25/23) | Channel, Stream, Preview 

 

Published Mar. 25, 2023, 5:13 a.m. 

By Tyler Kuehl  

 

PHILADELPHIA - As the regular season continues winds down, time is 
running out for the Detroit Red Wings to make a final push for the 
playoffs. They will try and get back on the winning track against the 
Philadelphia Flyers Saturday afternoon. 

Watch the Detroit Red Wings on FuboTV (Free Trial) 

The Red Wings come into the weekend after taking part in an extended 
home-and-home against the St. Louis Blues. Though they picked up a 
shootout win on the road on Tuesday, Detroit was unable to complete the 
sweep over their old Norris rivals. Despite former Grand Rapids Griffin 
Simon Edvinsson scoring his first NHL goal, three goals given up in the 
second period led to a 4-3 win for the Blues. 

Detroit is now back to seventh in the Atlantic Division, nine points back of 
the Pittsburgh Penguins for the last Wild Card spot in the Eastern 
Conference. 

One team that is coasting through the final month of the regular season 
is the Philadelphia Flyers. While they are not mathematically eliminated, 
yet, their 14-point gap behind the Pens has them facing an impossible 
mountain to climb. They have been playing decent hockey as of late, 
winning three of their last four games, including picking up points in four 
straight. 

This will be the final meeting of the season between the Wings and 
Flyers, with Philadelphia holding Detroit to just one goal in each of their 
first two wins. 

Check out more stories about the Detroit Red Wings here on MLive 

NHL Hockey 

Who: Detroit Red Wings (31-31-9) vs. Philadelphia Flyers (27-32-12) 

When: Saturday, March 25 

Time: 1 p.m. ET 

Where: Wells Fargo Center (Philadelphia, Pa.) 

Channel: Bally Sports Detroit 

Stream: FuboTV (Free Trial), DirecTV Stream 
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