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Hurricanes battle Bruins to a deadlock through overtime, fall at home in a shootout 
By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes held their annual Whalers Night on 
Sunday at PNC Arena, with all that it entails. 

They wore the green Hartford Whalers retro jerseys with the 
iconic logo, again embracing the franchise’s past. Pucky the 
mascot made an appearance. Many of the Canes players 
wore headbands in the pregame and 80s pop music filled the 
air. 

They also played the Whalers’ old goal song, “Brass 
Bonanza.” It sounded three times for the Canes, which would 
not be enough. 

The Bruins, the best team in the NHL this season, came 
away with a 4-3 shootout victory as Charlie Coyle and Jake 
DeBrusk scored on shootout shots. Boston goalie Jeremy 
Swayman stopped Brent Burns and Teuvo Teravainen in the 
shootout to close it out. 

Forward David Pastrnak scored his 50th and 51st goals and 
Swayman was just good enough in net for Boston, which 
extended its winning streak to seven games.  

Swayman stopped shots by Burns and Jordan Staal in the 
final four seconds of overtime, the last of his 34 saves. 
Anderson had 35 saves for the Canes, including five in the 
OT. 

“It’s one of those games where you say it’s probably a good 
point to get out of it, considering how it was looking,” Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

The Canes (47-16-9), fighting to keep the lead in the 
Metropolitan Division, trailed 3-1 after the second period but 
pulled into a 3-3 tie in the third after goals from defenseman 
Brady Skjei and center Sebastian Aho. 

“Obviously a great pushback by us against the best team in 
the league right now,” said Skjei, who has 16 goals. 
“Obviously you want to get two points but proud of the way 
we came back in the third period. That’s the way we need to 
play all 60 minutes.” 

Jack Drury had a second-period score for the Canes’ first 
goal, redirecting a pass from Jalen Chatfield.  

Skjei, on his 29th birthday, scored early in the third to pull the 
Canes within 3-2. Aho made it 3-3 at 3:44 of the third with his 
33rd of the season, taking a centering pass from Jordan 
Martinook.  

“In the locker room between the second and third we were 
still confident,” Skjei said. “We knew if we got to our game 
we can put some pressure on them.  

“To get two goals there fairly quick was big and I thought we 
finished the game strong. We had a chance in overtime and 
came up short in the shootout, but there were a lot of good 
things to take from this game.” 

After clinching the Atlantic Division title Saturday with a win 
at Tampa Bay, the Bruins (57-11-5) played without captain 
Patrice Bergeron, who had an illness. Also sitting out were 
Brad Marchand and defenseman Hampus Lindholm, and 
goalie Linus Ullmark was given the day off as Swayman 
played his 32nd game and picked up his 20th win. 

After Drury scored from the low slot, the crowd was loud. But 
Canes forward Teuvo Teravainen was soon called for high-
sticking defenseman Charlie McAvoy — a call that had the 
crowd booing and Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour livid. 

Pastrnak scored on the power play, beating Andersen short 
side, making Brind’Amour madder. During a bench interview 
on Bally during a break, he criticized the referees. 

“It’s hard when you feel like you’re just tossing them a goal,” 
Brind’Amour said after the game. “But you have to kill it. I get 
it.” 

Jakub Lauko added a goal for the Bruins later in the second 
for a 3-1 lead, stopping and firing from the right circle. 

The Bruins led 1-0 after a first period that had two goals 
disallowed. 

Pastrnak’s first goal counted. Pastrnak was able to shake 
loose on a breakaway and beat Andersen low. 

The Canes’ Stefan Noesen deflected a shot past Swayman 
and the goal horn sounded — briefly -- but Noesen’s stick 
was above the crossbar and the goal quickly waved off. 

Then came a bizarre sequence, with action on both ends of 
the ice. 

Martinook crowded Swayman in front, dropped his stick, then 
was shoved by Swayman as he leaned over to pick it up. 
Seconds later, McAvoy put Martinook in a choke hold from 
behind. 

A penalty was called on McAvoy just before the Bruins’ Tyler 
Bertuzzi scored — no goal. 

Skjei and Aho had Canes fans roaring in the third. A night 
after a 5-3 win over the Toronto Maple Leafs, the Canes 
again pushed hard in the third, then the OT. 

“It’s a good challenge. You want to be playing the toughest 
teams,” said Drury, whose father, Ted, once played for the 
Whalers. “It’s good preparation for the playoffs and I think 
we’re embracing it.” 
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Weekend NHL rankings: The 5 best teams who haven’t cracked the top 5 
By Sean McIndoe 

As we head down the season’s final stretch, we’ve hit that 
part of the schedule where the top and bottom five aren’t 
changing all that much. The top five has featured the same 
three or four teams for most of the last few months, with the 
occasional cameo from a fringe contender or two. The 
bottom five is even more locked in, with four teams pretty 
much set in stone and just the last spot up for grabs. 

That’s life with a long-term view; as the long-term becomes 
near-term, it shouldn’t be fluctuating all that much. But it 
does mean some teams might not be getting the attention 
they deserve, especially in the top five. There are always 
more than five real contenders in the parity era, after all, and 
even if these teams aren’t chasing down the Bruins, they still 
deserve some respect. 

Let’s focus on a few of those good teams that haven’t 
cracked the top five all year long. We’ve had good teams like 
the Leafs, Stars and Lightning show up on the list from time 
to time. But today, let’s offer up some accolades to the best 
five teams that haven’t found a spot even once all season 
long. 

Top five teams that haven’t cracked the top five this season 

5. New York Islanders — It’s still possible that they miss the 
playoffs, but they’ve been reasonably consistent and have 
the best goaltender in the league. If and when Mathew 
Barzal makes it back, would you want to face them in round 
one? 

4. Los Angeles Kings — They just keep rolling along. We 
highlighted them two weeks ago, and they’ve only been 
better since. And yet here we are again, with (spoiler alert) a 
different Pacific team slipping into the top five while the Kings 
aren’t even the top division team on this consolation prize 
list. The disrespect never ends, and at this point maybe 
that’s how Kings fans like it. 

3. Edmonton Oilers — They’re a deeply flawed team, but 
Connor McDavid is a very scary man and he’s angry. Mix in 
the fact that we’ll presumably only see Stuart Skinner in the 
playoffs, and the Oilers start to look like a team that will be 
good enough to go on a run that will seem predictable once 
it’s happening. For what it’s worth, the other rankings are 
getting on board. 

2. New York Rangers — I had to double-check because this 
feels like a team that I would have snuck in at least once or 
twice. But no, they’ve yet to appear, despite being the 
defending division champs with a ton of talent and big-name 
deadline reinforcements. What can I say, we all know 
sportswriters are biased against big-market Eastern teams. 
Still, when Igor Shesterkin and friends are beating the young 
Devils in five in round one, try to look surprised. 

1. Minnesota Wild — As longtime readers know, the only 
time the Wild ever top any sort of ranking is when it’s for 

being in the middle. So here they are, the best of the not-
quite-best. They’ve somewhat quietly emerged as a Central 
front-runner, which would also make them conference 
favorites. And lately, they’re even doing it without Kirill 
Kaprizov. When he’s back, they’ll be even better. Or they 
won’t, and we can all blame him for secretly holding them 
back. It’s fun either way. 

(And if you’re a fan of one of these teams and you’re mad at 
me, just know that they finished sixth every single week.) 

On to the real top five … 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley 
Cup. 

Me: Modern society has become so fractured and hyper-
partisan that there is literally nothing that any major politician 
could say that would bring us all together in a spirit of unity 
and togetherness. 

Joe Biden: Watch this. 

5. Vegas Golden Knights (46-21-6, +36 true goals 
differential*) — They’re back in the top five after a month-
long absence. I still don’t remotely trust the goaltending 
(even though this was kind of neat), we’re still not sure what 
Mark Stone’s status is, and those Kings are lurking in the 
shadows like the unstoppable monster in a horror film. Still, 
the Knights are quietly putting together a strong finish, and 
are the favorites to take the Pacific’s top seed. If they get 
everyone back, and one of their 13 goalies gets hot … 

4. Colorado Avalanche (43-23-6, +37) — I’m sticking with 
them as my Central pick for another week, especially with 
more easy points coming against the Ducks. After that, it 
gets real interesting, with the Wild and Stars at home to 
close out the week. This is the Avalanche’s chance to stake 
their claim to the division, or fumble it away. 

Also, happy anniversary to those who celebrate. 

3. New Jersey Devils (46-19-8, +57) — Jack Hughes is so 
good. 

Also, those uniforms are terrific. Commit to wearing those in 
the playoffs and I’ll move the Devils to number one. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes (47-16-9, +52) — Speaking of old-
school uniforms, yesterday was Whalers day for the 
Hurricanes. I realize that one gets a bit divisive for the fan 
base, but I still think it’s cool. Of course, the Whalers never 
beat the Bruins, so getting a loser point in yesterday’s 
showdown was probably the best-case scenario. 

1. Boston Bruins (57-11-5, +118) — Man, the Bruins and 
Lightning looked like teams that think they’re meeting in the 
second round on Saturday, didn’t they? 

Boston held on for the win, and in doing so clinched the 
Atlantic division, so breathe easy all you Bruins fans who 
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were worried about somebody catching them. Meanwhile, 
yesterday’s news was David Pastrnak getting his 50th. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Florida Panthers — After feeling quasi-inevitable 
for the last few weeks, the Panthers’ path to the playoffs got 
wobbly this week. Regulation losses to the Flyers and Leafs 
marked their first losing streak since January, and the first 
time they’ve gone without a point in back-to-back games 
since New Year’s. The streak continued with Saturday’s loss 
to the Rangers, one that was followed by a dramatic 
Penguins win over the Capitals. All in all, not a great week 
for the Panthers’ chances. 

That said, they’re still in decent shape to snag a wild-card 
spot. While the Caps, Sabres and Senators are still hanging 
around the distant fringes, it’s basically a three-team race for 
two spots. The Penguins dynasty is chugging along with 
spare parts and duct tape at this point, and the Islanders are 
… fine. I’ve hung my hat on the Panthers making it pretty 
much all year long, so no need to change now, right? 

Probably. The bigger question might be whether they’re any 
threat at all if they do make it, or whether this will be a nice 
“happy to be here” story that ends in roughly four games. It 
sure feels like it’s the latter, especially with Sergei Bobrovsky 
looking ordinary or worse through most of March after 
teasing us with a warm streak. It’s tempting to remind 
everyone that this was a 122-point team last year, and even 
if they just sneak in under the wire, they deserve some 
respect. And yeah, there’s probably a world where the 
Panthers make some noise in the playoffs and we all look 
back in hindsight and say we should have seen it coming. I’m 
just not sure that’s this world. 

For now, they’ve got to make it first. That starts on the road, 
with a four-game trip this week. The good news is that their 
schedule is reasonably friendly — their last nine include the 
Senators twice, plus the Sabres, Capitals, Habs and Blue 
Jackets. They’ve also got the Leafs twice and the Hurricanes 
once, but Toronto has nothing to play for and Carolina is the 
very last game of the season, so they could be resting guys. 
Ideally, you’d probably like a game or two against the 
Penguins or Islanders so you could control your own destiny, 
but this isn’t a bad alternative. Everything is set up for this 
team to make it. 

Once they do … eh. We’ll see. I’ve done my best to pump 
the Panthers’ tires over the years, and maybe getting back to 
their underdog roots is just what this group needs. But if 
you’re the Bruins or Hurricanes, let’s just say I don’t think 
you’re too worried about the possibility. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards dead last, and the 
best lottery odds for Connor Bedard. 

Ugly news out of Arizona, where minority owner Andrew 
Barroway has been arrested on charges of assault and 
domestic violence. Barroway became the team’s majority 
owner in 2014, but sold most of his stake to Alex Meruelo in 
2019. He’s been suspended indefinitely by the league 
“pending further information”. 

5. Montreal Canadiens (29-38-6, -61) — Every team deals 
with injuries, and every team can play the “if only we’d been 
healthy card”. But some teams really do get hit harder than 
others, and Arpon takes a look at how much of an impact 
that’s had on the Habs. 

4. Anaheim Ducks (23-40-10, -108) — With nine games left, 
the Ducks are 23 goals away from setting the cap-era record 
for most goals allowed in a season. I like their odds — in 
their most recent nine games, they’ve allowed 35. Also, they 
get to face Connor McDavid twice in that stretch, so … yeah, 
good luck with that. 

3. Chicago Blackhawks (24-43-6, -83) — Some good news: 
There’s still a chance we could see Jonathan Toews again 
this season. 

More good news: They’ve lost five straight in regulation, so 
the top spot in the lottery is still very much in play. 

2. Columbus Blue Jackets (23-42-7, -89) — Everyone’s hurt, 
they got a cool highlight reel goal that everyone will 
remember, and they lost 8-2 to the Habs. As a tanking team 
running out the stretch, that’s about as good a week as you 
could hope for. 

1. San Jose Sharks (19-39-15, -72) — We have a new 
number one, the fifth team to grab the spot on the year and 
the first new one since December. The Sharks have always 
felt like a long shot for the top lottery odds because, on 
paper, they had more talent than any of the tank brigade. 
Even with Timo Meier in New Jersey, that’s still true. 

But man are they bad. They’ve lost nine straight, and haven’t 
had a regulation win since in five weeks. Even worse — or 
better, depending on your perspective — their closing 
schedule is crammed with teams like Winnipeg, Calgary, 
Colorado and Edmonton, who all still have playoff spots or 
home ice to play for. It’s possible they don’t win a game the 
rest of the way. 

Not ranked: Buffalo Sabres — So … about that meaningful 
second-half hockey. It’s been fun, right? Well worth the wait? 

It’s been a weird four weeks for the Sabres. One month ago 
today, they’d won five of six and were coming off wins over 
the Lightning, Panthers and Capitals. They were one point 
back of the Penguins for a wild-card spot, leading the pack of 
outside-looking-in contenders. With a young team powered 
by one of the league’s best stories, it felt like the Sabres had 
the momentum. I was on board, and you were too. 

That feels like a long time ago. In four weeks since, the 
Sabres have gone 4-8-2. They’ve lost by scores of 7-1 and 
7-0 (both to the Bruins), plus 7-3 and a night where they 
gave up a ten-spot. It hasn’t been all bad — they had wins 
against the Devils, Lightning and Leafs — but it’s been close. 
Saturday’s must-win against the Islanders kept them alive, 
but only barely. 

It’s almost certainly all adding up to a 12th straight year 
without a playoff spot. They might not even come all that 
close. 

But the season is still a success, right? The optimist’s view 
goes like this: The Tage Thompson breakout is huge, 
Rasmus Dahlin finally took that big step forward, Owen 
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Power looks good, Jeff Skinner is back and Dylan Cozens 
looks like a star. It’s a rebuild, and there are going to be 
some bumps in the road. Sure, the goaltending is bad, but 
that was expected, and you can fix that in the offseason with 
one move. The point is that the Sabres were long shots to 
make the playoffs heading into the year, so the fact that they 
came close-ish before fading isn’t a disaster. 

And I’m pretty sure that’s the right way to look at things. The 
flip side would be to point out that this is what the Sabres 
always do — look great for a few short stretches, fall apart as 

soon as anyone gets excited about them, and then end the 
year as an afterthought. Progress is nice, but at some point, 
you need to be good for more than a few weeks in a row, 
and it’s long past the point where the Sabres should be 
patting themselves on the back for failing with style. There’s 
some truth there too, but it’s mean, so I’m going to stay on 
the positive side here. Let’s get Tage to 50 goals, cross our 
fingers for some lottery luck, and then hope that Devon Levi 
can save us all. 

Next year is the one, baby. Sabres fans know the drill. 
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Hurricanes rally to force OT, lose in shootout to Bruins 
Carolina scored twice in the first four minutes of the third 
period to tie the game 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — It’s probably time to stop doubting the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

Injuries, deficits, questionable calls — Carolina has dealt with 
it all this season, and adversity was again waiting for the 
team Sunday on Whalers Night at PNC Arena. 

The result — a 4-3 shootout loss to the Bruins — may not 
have been exactly what the Hurricanes wanted to 
accomplish, but they again proved they’re never out of a 
game, regardless of the score or opponent. 

“It’s the one thing I’m most proud of the group,” Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Just whatever way it’s going 
— it’s not going right or we get a bad call or something — 
they keep playing.” 

Despite trailing by two goals entering the third period, the 
Hurricanes again did just that. 

Victimized both by officiating and one of the NHL’s best goal 
scorers, Carolina scored twice in the first four minutes of a 
dominant third period to knot the score and force overtime. 

Defenseman Brady Skjei added to his career season with his 
16th goal of the year 97 seconds into the third from what’s 
become a familiar spot for him, the left circle. 

“I’ve scored a few goals from that spot,” he said. “Just trying 
to get my shot on net, and this year they’ve been going in.” 

Just over two minutes later, forward Jordan Martinook zipped 
a pass through the crease to Sebastian Aho, who banged in 
his 33rd goal of the year to tie the game 3-3 at 3:44 of the 
period. 

“We understand he’s got to step up,” Brind’Amour said of 
Aho’s recent play in the absence of the injured Andrei 
Svechnikov. “He’s our best player. It’s not all on him, but you 
can see we need it. He’s been solid as ever.” 

Also solid was goalie Frederik Andersen, whose two big 
saves — he had 30 in all — in succession with just over five 
minutes left in regulation on Tyler Bertuzzi and David Krejci 
helped force overtime. 

“We know throughout the course of the game he’s going to 
come with a lot of big saves, and he certainly did tonight,” 
said Jack Drury, who scored his second goal of the season 
in the first period. 

The Bruins played without Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand 
and Hampus Lindholm, but they still had David Pastrnak. 

The Bruins got on the board first when he flew the zone and 
got loose for a breakaway. He lost control of the puck as 
Carolina defenseman Brent Burns pressured from behind, 
but Andersen was fooled and the puck slid past him for a 1-0 
lead at 4:43 of the game. 

The goal was Pastrnak’s 50th of the season, making him the 
first Bruins player to reach the mark since Cam Neely did in 
1993-94. 

Carolina knotted the score when Drury redirected a Jalen 
Chatfield pass past Jeremy Swayman (32 saves) at 7:44 of 
the middle frame, but adversity struck the Hurricanes again 
when a whistle went against them. 

Carolina forward Teuvo Teravainen jabbed Charlie McAvoy 
after the Bruins defenseman shoved him away from the play. 
McAvoy acted as if he had been hit with a high stick, drawing 
the call. 

Pastrnak took advantage, scoring his second of the night on 
a one-timer at 9:12 to put Boston back ahead. 

“Let’s just be honest about it: It’s not a penalty,” Brind’Amour 
said. “The frustrating part is — yeah, you gotta kill it. I get it. 
But, pretty good player. He’s gonna get his opportunity. And 
it’s just hard when you feel like you just tossed them a goal. 
But you have to kill it. I get it.” 

Just over 2½ minutes later — and with momentum, 
Brind’Amour said, squarely in Boston’s favor — the Bruins 
extended the lead to two when Jakub Lauko skated up the 
right wing and beat Andersen with a wrist shot at 11:46 to 
make it 3-1. 

It felt like a death blow by the NHL’s top team, but Skjei said 
the Hurricanes were confident during the second 
intermission. 

“We knew if we get to our game, we’ll put some pressure on 
them,” he said. “And then to get two goals there fairly quick 
was big.” 

Neither team scored in overtime, and goals by Charlie Coyle 
and Jake DeBrusk in the shootout gave the Bruins the extra 
point. In the three-game season series between the NHL’s 
top two teams, each picked up four points — Carolina had 
the lone regulation win, while Boston added Sunday’s 
shootout win to an earlier overtime victory. 

“It’s two really good hockey teams,” Drury said. “And I think 
in the third period we kind of saw how we need to play
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Recap: Canes Put Together Another Late Push, But Bruins Take Shootout Win 
By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes scored multiple 
goals in the third period again, but the Boston Bruins took the 
extra point on Sunday, winning 4-3 in a shootout. 

The Story 

Both teams entered the contest concluding a back-to-back 
weekend, with Carolina having beat Toronto last night on 
home ice, while the Bruins arrived after taking care of 
business against Tampa Bay. 

Clinching the Atlantic Division yesterday, Boston went into 
battle today in Raleigh down a few of their stars. Brad 
Marchand, Patrice Bergeron, and Hampus Lindholm were 
ruled out by Head Coach Jim Montgomery pre-game, leaving 
the league's best club shorthanded for the matchup. 

However, the club that did take the ice for the Bruins looked 
null too impacted by the absences, earning the game's first 
goal. Looking to spring skaters behind Carolina's defense 
from the get-go, David Pastrnak worked in on a breakaway 
against Frederik Andersen. Brent Burns caught the high-
scoring forward, but in knocking the puck off of his stick from 
behind, it slipped beneath the Canes' netminder. 

Andersen was stellar the rest of the frame though, keeping 
his team from falling behind by a pair to start. 

Making good on their goaltender's efforts, Carolina found a 
way to tie the game 7:44 into the second period. 2022 Calder 
Cup Champion teammates Jalen Chatfield and Jack Drury 
connected for a beautiful slot redirection, beating Jeremy 
Swayman to get their team on the board. 

Unfortunately for the home side though, the game would stay 
1-1 for just 1:28. A slashing call to Teuvo Teravainen allowed 
Boston to go to the power play, one that would see Pastrnak 
strike again to put his team in front. 

Then, 2:34 after Pastrnak's second of the night, Jakub Lauko 
pulled up and fired on the rush, moving Boston's lead to 3-1. 

The Presidents' Trophy frontrunners took their two-goal 
advantage to the third, forcing Carolina to have to dig deep 
once again. But for the third time this week, they made it 
happen. 

Scoring three in the third on Tuesday in New York to win, 
then doing the same on Saturday against Toronto, Rod 
Brind'Amour's club got back-to-back tallies from Brady Skjei 
and Sebastian Aho 2:07 apart to complete spin the 
momentum of the contest. 

Igniting the PNC Arena crowd, Andersen would make 10 
more saves in the third to get the affair to three-on-three 
play. 

Tieing Calgary, Dallas, and Minnesota for the league-lead by 
going to overtime for the 21st time, each team had several 
chances, but Swayman and Andersen made a shootout 
necessary. 

It was a short-lived skills competition for the home side 
though, as both Charlie Coyle and Jake DeBrusk found twine 
for Boston, and Brent Burns and Teuvo Teravainen were 
denied, ending the shootout after just two rounds. 

They Said It 

Brady Skjei on clawing back in the game in the third... 

"It was a great pushback by us. They're the best team in the 
league right now. Obviously we wanted to get two points, but 
I'm proud of the way we came back in the third. That's the 
way that we need to play for all 60 minutes." 

Rod Brind'Amour discussing his team's resolve, after another 
late-game multi-goal effort... 

"They dig in all the time. That's the thing I'm most proud of 
with the group. Whatever way it's going - if it's not going 
right, or we get a bad call - they keep playing. It wasn't our 
best game, but I thought in the third period we came on. It's 
one of those games where you say it's a good point to get 
out of it, considering how it was looking." 

Jack Drury touching on scoring on Whalers Night, after his 
dad, Ted, played for the team from 1993-1994... 

"It's cool. It's definitely cool. I had a lot of pictures of my dad 
playing there as a kid, so it's special." 

Bonus Notes 

 The Canes move to 47-16-9 with the shootout 
defeat. 

 Carolina is now 4-3 in shootouts this season. 

 The team is 4-0-3 all-time when wearing their 
Whalers uniforms. 

 Boston takes the season series, winning two out of 
three games, but Carolina ends the set having 
earned points in all three contests. 

 Sebastian Aho has now scored in three consecutive 
games. 

What's Next? 

The Canes are scheduled to be off on Monday, but will then 
return to game action Tuesday, hosting Tampa Bay.
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Pastrnak scores Nos. 50, 51, Bruins defeat Hurricanes in shootout 
Boston wins 7th straight; Carolina extends Metropolitan 
Division lead 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

Recap: BOS 4, CAR 3 - F/SO 

Jake DeBrusk scored the shootout winner, David Pastrnak 
scored his 50th and 51st goal, helping the Bruins earn a 4-3 
shootout win on the road 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- David Pastrnak scored his 50th and 51st 
goals of the season, and the Boston Bruins recovered to 
defeat the Carolina Hurricanes 4-3 in a shootout at PNC 
Arena on Sunday. 

"It's pretty special," Pastrnak said. "It's even better with the 
win. You never know what can happen. I had plenty of 
games to get there. It's pretty cool, and even better to share 
with the guys I have here." 

Jakub Lauko scored, and Jeremy Swayman made 34 saves 
for the Bruins (57-11-5), who have won seven in a row. 
Charlie McAvoy had two assists. 

Boston played without forwards Patrice Bergeron and Brad 
Marchand, and defenseman Hampus Lindholm. Bruins 
coach Jim Montgomery said the players had nagging 
injuries. 

"With Bergeron and Marchand back home, you could see 
[Pastrnak's] leadership skills come out," Montgomery said. "I 
think he put the team on his back and played the right way 
everywhere." 

Montgomery said he does not expect Bergeron, Marchand 
and Lindholm to miss extended time. 

"We didn't have those guys, kind of a no-pressure game 
really," McAvoy said. "We're not fielding our normal lineup, 
and to still get a result I thought was great. I thought, really, 
we were just playing for each other." 

Jack Drury, Brady Skjei and Sebastian Aho scored for the 
Hurricanes (47-16-9), who were coming off a 5-3 win against 
the Toronto Maple Leafs on Saturday. Frederik Andersen 
made 35 saves. 

Carolina moved three points ahead of the New Jersey 
Devils, who have played one more game, for first in the 
Metropolitan Division.  

"It wasn't our best game, but I thought in the third period we 
certainly came on," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. 

"It's one of those games you probably say it's good to get a 
point considering how it was looking." 

Skjei cut it to 3-2 at 1:37 of the third period, scoring on a long 
rebound off the end boards. Aho then tied it 3-3 at 3:44 when 
he redirected a centering pass from Jordan Martinook at the 
edge of the crease. 

Aho has scored in three straight games and has six goals in 
his past five.  

"We understand that he's got to step up," Brind'Amour said. 
"He's our best player. It's not all on him, but you can see we 
need it." 

Pastrnak gave Boston a 1-0 lead at 4:43 of the first period, 
taking a pass from McAvoy in the neutral zone and getting 
behind the Hurricanes' defense before slipping a shot five-
hole on Andersen.  

"I kind of lose the puck and it goes in," Pastrnak said. "That's 
the game, and I'll take it. I don't know how to do that on 
purpose." 

Drury tied it 1-1 at 7:44 of the second period when he 
chipped in Jalen Chatfield's pass to the slot. 

"[Chatfield] made a great play coming down the wall and I 
just finished it," Drury said.  

Pastrnak put the Bruins back in front 2-1 at 9:12, scoring 
from a sharp angle inside the left post with a one-timer on a 
power play. 

Lauko extended it to 3-1 at 11:46 when he pulled up off the 
rush and scored blocker side from the right circle. 

Swayman helped get the game to a shootout when he made 
consecutive save on Brent Burns and Jordan Staal in the 
final seconds of overtime. 

"I think all of us thrive on the energy in a building like this 
against such a quality team like that," Swayman said. "It was 
fun battling against Freddie Andersen. He had a great game, 
obviously, but I'm excited about the two points." 

NOTES: Lauko left in the third period after an awkward fall 
into the boards. Montgomery said Lauko sustained an upper-
body injury but expects him to be available for Boston's 
home game against Nashville on Tuesday. … Pastrnak has 
601 points (291 goals, 310 assists) in 583 games, the third-
fewest needed to reach the milestone in Bruins history, 
behind Bobby Orr (461) and Ray Bourque (569). 
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Pastrnak scores twice, Bruins top Hurricanes 4-3 in shootout 
By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — David Pastrnak’s milestone 
performance with the Boston Bruins came with additional 
responsibility. 

Minus a couple of key players, Pastrnak moved to the 
forefront and eclipsed the 50-goal mark by scoring twice and 
the Bruins won their seventh game in a row by defeating the 
Carolina Hurricanes 4-3 in a shootout Sunday. 

Forwards Patrice Bergeron and Brad Marchand didn’t make 
the trip with the NHL-leading Bruins, so Pastrnak boosted his 
contributions. 

“I’ve been learning from those guys,” Pastrnak said. “You 
recognize when they’re not here that you have to take a step 
forward.” 

Pastrnak posted the 12th 50-goal season in Bruins history. 

“With Bergeron and Marchand back at home, you can see 
his leadership skills really come out,” Bruins coach Jim 
Montgomery said. “I think he put the team on his back and 
played the right way.” 

Charlie Coyle and Jake DeBrusk scored in the shootout in a 
matchup of Eastern Conference division leaders. 

Jakub Lauko also scored for the Bruins, who earned their 
57th victory and are five wins shy of matching the all-time 
NHL record with nine regular-season games to play. Charlie 
McAvoy had two assists and Jeremy Swayman made 34 
saves. 

“We’ve had a lot of character wins in a lot of different 
fashions,” Montgomery said. 

Boston tied the franchise record for wins in a season. That’s 
special in Montgomery’s opinion. 

“Especially when you think about all the great Bruins teams,” 
he said. 

Jack Drury, Brady Skjei and Sebastian Aho scored for the 
Hurricanes, who won three of their previous four games. 
Brett Pesce had two assists and Frederik Andersen stopped 
35 shots. 

Carolina wiped out a two-goal deficit to secure a team point. 

“It wasn’t our best game, but I thought the third period we 
certainly came on,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“It’s one of those games where you say it’s probably a good 
point to get considering how it was looking.” 

Pastrnak’s 50th goal of the season came 4:43 into the game. 
He received a pass from McAvoy and skated half the length 

of the ice on a breakaway, though lost full control of the puck 
and still beat Andersen. 

Pastrnak was on track for 50 goals in March 2020, but he 
ended up with 48 when the COVID-19 pandemic caused an 
early end to the regular season. 

“You never know what can happen,” Pastrnak said. 

Drury, set up in the slot, scored his second goal of the 
season off a pass from Jalen Chatfield at 7:44 of the second. 

Just 1:28 later, Pastrnak’s second goal came on a power 
play when he blasted a shot from the left side just inside the 
post. Lauko’s fourth goal extended the lead at 11:46 of the 
second. 

Carolina pulled even at 3-3 when Skjei and Aho scored in the 
first four minutes of the third period. 

“We knew that was coming,” Montgomery said. “There’s no 
need to panic. We knew they were going to come with a 
push.” 

CHECK THE LINEUPS 

Bruins defenseman Hampus Lindholm was scratched along 
with Bergeron and Marchand with what Montgomery referred 
to as nagging injuries. The trio has accounted for 57 goals 
this season. 

“It shows the depth that we have,” Swayman said. “I think all 
of us thrive on the energy in a building like this.” 

Carolina’s only significant lineup adjustment came with 
center Paul Stastny in the lineup in place of Jesse Puljuharvi, 
who had played in eight straight games since making his 
debut with the Hurricanes. Puljuharvi arrived in a trade from 
Edmonton in late February. 

NOTES: The Bruins won two of three meetings with the 
Hurricanes, securing the first victory in overtime. Carolina 
eliminated Boston in last spring’s playoffs in seven games. ... 
The Hurricanes maintained their string of securing a point in 
all seven games across different seasons while wearing 
green Hartford Whalers-inspired jerseys. The franchise 
began as the Whalers before relocation in 1997. 

UP NEXT 

Bruins: Host Nashville on Tuesday. 

Hurricanes: Host Tampa Bay on Tuesday. 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 27, 2023 

 

Lightning bring losing streak into game against the Hurricanes 
Tampa Bay Lightning (42-26-6, third in the Atlantic Division) 
vs. Carolina Hurricanes (47-16-9, first in the Metropolitan 
Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Tuesday, 7 p.m. EDT 

BOTTOM LINE: The Tampa Bay Lightning head into the 
matchup against the Carolina Hurricanes after losing four 
straight games. 

Carolina is 47-16-9 overall and 25-9-3 in home games. The 
Hurricanes are 19-3-6 in games decided by a goal. 

Tampa Bay is 42-26-6 overall and 17-19-1 on the road. The 
Lightning serve 11.7 penalty minutes per game to rank first in 
NHL play. 

Tuesday’s game is the third meeting between these teams 
this season. The Hurricanes won 4-3 in a shootout in the 
previous matchup. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Martin Necas has 27 goals and 41 
assists for the Hurricanes. Sebastian Aho has scored six 
goals and added one assist over the last 10 games. 

Nikita Kucherov has scored 29 goals with 72 assists for the 
Lightning. Brayden Point has six goals and three assists over 
the last 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 5-4-1, averaging 2.5 goals, 
four assists, 2.4 penalties and 5.1 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.8 goals per game. 

Lightning: 4-5-1, averaging 2.7 goals, 4.7 assists, 4.4 
penalties and 14.7 penalty minutes while giving up three 
goals per game. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Antti Raanta: day to day (lower 
body), Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), Jake Gardiner: out 
(hip/back), Max Pacioretty: out (achilles), Andrei Svechnikov: 
out for season (knee). 

Lightning: None listed. 
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NHL playoff standings: The Wild's path to win the West 
By Tim Kavanagh 

The Minnesota Wild are a first-place hockey team heading 
into Monday night's game against the Seattle Kraken (8 p.m. 
ET, ESPN+/Hulu). But might they have their sights set even 
higher? 

There is quite a jumble atop the Western Conference, and 
leading into the Monday slate, the Wild (93 points, 30 
regulation wins) are five points and four regulation wins 
behind the Vegas Golden Knights for the conference's No. 1 
playoff seed. The Los Angeles Kings are next (96, 33), 
followed by the Dallas Stars (92, 32), Colorado Avalanche 
(92, 30), and Edmonton Oilers (91, 37). 

Based purely on strength of schedule, the Stars still have the 
easiest path, but the Wild have two pivotal upcoming games 
if they want to catch Vegas: They'll play a home-and-home 
against the Knights on April 1 (in Vegas) and April 3 (in St. 
Paul). That pair of games will tell us a lot. 

As we enter the final stretch of the regular season, it's time to 
check all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying 
for position in the 2023 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Boston Bruins vs. WC2 Pittsburgh Penguins 
A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 
M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 New York Islanders 
M2 New Jersey Devils vs. M3 New York Rangers 

Western Conference 

C1 Minnesota Wild vs. WC1 Seattle Kraken 
C2 Colorado Avalanche vs. C3 Dallas Stars 
P1 Vegas Golden Knights vs. WC2 Winnipeg Jets 
P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Edmonton Oilers 

Monday's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All games not on ESPN, TNT or 
NHL Network are available via NHL Power Play, which is 
included in an ESPN+ subscription (local blackout 
restrictions apply). 

Montreal Canadiens at Buffalo Sabres, 7 p.m. 
Florida Panthers at Ottawa Senators, 7 p.m. 
New Jersey Devils at New York Islanders, 7:30 p.m. 
Seattle Kraken at Minnesota Wild, 8 p.m. (ESPN+/Hulu) 
Colorado Avalanche at Anaheim Ducks, 10 p.m. 
Edmonton Oilers at Arizona Coyotes, 10 p.m. 

Sunday's scoreboard 

Colorado Avalanche 4, Arizona Coyotes 3 (SO) 
Boston Bruins 4, Carolina Hurricanes 3 (SO) 

Vancouver Canucks 4, Chicago Blackhawks 2 
Toronto Maple Leafs 3, Nashville Predators 2 
Los Angeles Kings 7, St. Louis Blues 6 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

y - Boston Bruins 

Points: 119 
Regulation wins: 49 
Playoff position: A1 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 134 
Next game: vs. NSH (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 100% 
Tragic number: N/ 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 97 
Regulation wins: 37 
Playoff position: A2 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 109 
Next game: vs. FLA (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: 99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 90 
Regulation wins: 34 
Playoff position: A3 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 100 
Next game: @ CAR (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/ 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 79 
Regulation wins: 31 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 89 
Next game: @ OTT (Monday) 
Playoff chances: 37% 
Tragic number: 1 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 76 
Regulation wins: 27 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 10 
Points pace: 87 
Next game: vs. MTL (Monday) 
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Playoff chances: 7% 
Tragic number: 15 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 75 
Regulation wins: 28 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 84 
Next game: vs. FLA (Monday) 
Playoff chances: 2% 
Tragic number: 1 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 71 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 10 
Points pace: 81 
Next game: vs. PIT (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 10 

Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 64 
Regulation wins: 20 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 72 
Next game: @ BUF (Monday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number:  

Metropolitan Division 

x - Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 103 
Regulation wins: 35 
Playoff position: M1 
Games left: 10 
Points pace: 117 
Next game: vs. TB (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 100% 
Tragic number: N/A 

x - New Jersey Devils 

Points: 100 
Regulation wins: 34 
Playoff position: M2 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 112 
Next game: @ NYI (Monday) 
Playoff chances: 100% 
Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 96 
Regulation wins: 33 
Playoff position: M3 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 108 
Next game: vs. CBJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 83 
Regulation wins: 32 
Playoff position: WC1 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 92 
Next game: vs. NJ (Monday) 
Playoff chances: 74% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 82 
Regulation wins: 27 
Playoff position: WC2 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 92 
Next game: @ DET (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 78% 
Tragic number: N/ 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 76 
Regulation wins: 26 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 84 
Next game: vs. NYI (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: 1% 
Tragic number: 1 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 68 
Regulation wins: 25 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 10 
Points pace: 77 
Next game: vs. MTL (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 7 

e - Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 53 
Regulation wins: 15 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 10 
Points pace: 60 
Next game: @ NYR (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 0% 
Tragic number: E 

Central Division 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 93 
Regulation wins: 30 
Playoff position: C1 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 105 
Next game: vs. SEA (Monday) 
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Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 92 
Regulation wins: 30 
Playoff position: C2 
Games left: 10 
Points pace: 105 
Next game: @ ANA (Monday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 92 
Regulation wins: 32 
Playoff position: C3 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 103 
Next game: @ CHI (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 85 
Regulation wins: 31 
Playoff position: WC2 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 94 
Next game: @ SJ (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 78% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 80 
Regulation wins: 26 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 10 
Points pace: 91 
Next game: @ BOS (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 9% 
Tragic number: 16 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 72 
Regulation wins: 25 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 81 
Next game: vs. VAN (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 6 

e - Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 67 
Regulation wins: 20 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 74 
Next game: vs. EDM (Monday) 
Playoff chances: 0% 
Tragic number: E 

e - Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 54 
Regulation wins: 16 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 61 
Next game: vs. DAL (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 0% 
Tragic number: E 

Pacific Division 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 98 
Regulation wins: 34 
Playoff position: P1 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 110 
Next game: vs. EDM (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 96 
Regulation wins: 33 
Playoff position: P2 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 108 
Next game: @ CGY (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 91 
Regulation wins: 37 
Playoff position: P3 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 102 
Next game: @ ARI (Monday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Seattle Kraken 

Points: 88 
Regulation wins: 31 
Playoff position: WC1 
Games left: 10 
Points pace: 100 
Next game: @ MIN (Monday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 81 
Regulation wins: 27 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 90 
Next game: vs. LA (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 14% 
Tragic number: 13 
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Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 73 
Regulation wins: 22 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 82 
Next game: @ STL (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 7 

e - Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 56 
Regulation wins: 13 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 63 
Next game: vs. COL (Monday) 
Playoff chances: 0% 
Tragic number: E 

e - San Jose Sharks 

Points: 53 
Regulation wins: 14 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 60 
Next game: vs. WPG (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 0% 
Tragic number: E 

Y -- Clinched division; X -- Clinched playoff berth; E -- 
Eliminated from playoff contention 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order of the 
first round, so the team that finishes in last place is not 
guaranteed the No. 1 selection. As of 2021, a team might 
move up a maximum of 10 spots if it wins the lottery, so only 
11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 pick. Full 
details on the process can be found here. Sitting No. 1 on 
the draft board for this summer is Connor Bedard, who has 
been lauded as a generational talent. 

1. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 53 
Regulation wins: 14 

2. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 53 
Regulation wins: 15 

3. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 54 
Regulation wins: 16 

4. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 56 
Regulation wins: 13 

5. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 64 
Regulation wins: 20 

6. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 67 
Regulation wins: 20 

7. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 68 
Regulation wins: 25 

8. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 71 
Regulation wins: 24 

9. St. Louis Blues 

Points: 72 
Regulation wins: 25 

10. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 73 
Regulation wins: 22 

11. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 75 
Regulation wins: 28 

12. Washington Capitals 

Points: 76 
Regulation wins: 26 

13. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 76 
Regulation wins: 27 

14. Florida Panthers* 

Points: 79 
Regulation wins: 31 

15. Nashville Predators 

Points: 80 
Regulation wins: 26 

16. Calgary Flames 

Points: 81 
Regulation wins: 27 

*Notes on traded picks impacting the top 16:  

 Montreal will receive Florida's first-round pick as a 
result of the trade last season that sent Ben Chiarot 
to the Panthers.
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Canes battle back to earn point on Whalers Night, fall in shootout to Bruins 
The Carolina Hurricanes made another third-period 
comeback Sunday evening, this time to earn a hard-fought 
point against the league-leading Bruins.  

By Alec_Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes nearly did it again Sunday evening 
in PNC Arena, storming back from a 3-1 deficit in the third 
period to force overtime before ultimately falling 4-3 to the 
Boston Bruins in a shootout.  

After an opening two periods that were maybe a little too 
fitting of a tribute to the old team in Hartford on Whalers 
night, the Canes scored two goals in the opening four 
minutes of the third period to tie the game up.  

Brady Skjei and Sebastian Aho did the scoring for Carolina in 
the third, to go along with the second goal of the season for 
Jack Drury in the second period. David Pastrnak had two for 
the Bruins, his 50th and 51st of the season, with Jakub 
Lauko adding the third.  

The Bruins took the shootout in just two rounds, as both 
Brent Burns and Teuvo Teravainen had shots saved by 
Jeremey Swayman, who stopped 34 of 37 shots faced on the 
night to go along with the shootout saves. Frederik Andersen 
played a really strong game in net for the Hurricanes, making 
35 saves on 38 shots, but he didn’t have an answer for 
Charlie Coyle and Jake DeBrusk in the shootout.  

The Bruins came into the game shorthanded, missing both 
Patrice Bergeron and Brad Marchand, but it didn’t show 
early, as Pastrnak opened the scoring a few minutes into the 
game with his 50th goal of the season.  

The Canes started pretty well with the puck, but a mistake in 
the offensive zone led to a breakaway effort for Pastrnak, 
who guided one through Andersen’s five-hole to make it a 1-
0 game less than five minutes into the contest.  

After Andersen made an exceptional glove save to deny a 
point-blank effort from DeBrusk, the Canes went to the 
power play after a weird sequence where Charlie McAvoy 
jumped Jordan Martinook for getting too close to Swayman 
while trying to recover his stick.  

The Canes did absolutely nothing with the power play, with a 
shorthanded breakaway effort from DeBrusk that Andersen 
turned away the best look for either side. Special teams 
came back on the ice late in the period with a lengthy 4-on-4 
segment sandwiched by abbreviated power plays by both 
teams, but neither side found the net.  

Carolina’s depth came through with a great shift to tie the 
game up at 1-1 in the second period, as Drury netted his 
second goal of the season on a beautiful connection with 
Jalen Chatfield. Chatfield fired a slap-pass from the boards 

to Drury in the slot, and the young forward perfectly scooped 
the puck and redirected it past Swayman to even things up.  

However, the tied game was short lived, as a phantom 
slashing call on Teuvo Teravainen gave the Bruins a power 
play just a couple of minutes later. The Bruins converted 
quickly on the chance, as Pastrnak beat Andersen on the 
near post for his second of the game on a goal that the 
Canes’ netminder will certainly want back.  

A couple of minutes later Lauko made it 3-1, as he stopped 
quickly and fired a hard wrister from the right circle. 
Andersen was a second behind in reacting to the shot, as the 
puck got by him and into the side netting to double Boston’s 
lead.  

Carolina had a couple of chances late in the second period 
to get one back, but couldn’t convert on either. Aho and 
Martin Necas linked up for a nice 2-on-1 chance, but Necas 
sailed a shot. Aho got a chance later in the possession from 
the slot, but his shot was right at Swayman.  

The Hurricanes came out for the third period looking like a 
completely different team, immediately taking the puck right 
at Swayman with an extended trip to the offensive zone out 
of the gate.  

That energy paid off almost immediately as Skjei, on his 
birthday, pulled the Hurricanes within one just 1:37 into the 
final period. Necas created a heavy rebound in traffic that 
glided out to the circle, where Skjei jumped on it and 
smashed a shot into the roof of the net to make it 3-2.  

With the goal — and the Brass Bonanza that followed — 
PNC Arena came back to life, and that excitement doubled 
just over two minutes later as Aho tied the game up. 
Martinook made a great pass from the corner to center a 
puck to Aho, who slotted it past Swayman from inside the 
crease to make it 3-3.  

Regulation came to an end with the game still tied up at 3-3, 
though not for a lack of chances by either team. Andersen 
made a pair of fantastic saves, which were followed by a 
flurry of chances that the Canes just couldn’t quite convert on 
in the final minutes of play.  

Andersen was the star of the overtime period, as Boston 
controlled the puck for most of the five minutes as Andersen 
had to make five saves in overtime alone to keep things tied. 
The Canes finally got a good look in the final seconds of OT, 
but Swayman made back-to-back great saves to force the 
shootout.  

The Hurricanes’ gauntlet of games against playoff teams will 
continue Tuesday night at home against the Lightning. 
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They Said It 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On another comeback: The guys dig in all the time. That’s 
just how they are. I’m most proud of the group because 
whichever way it’s going — if it’s not going right or we get a 
bad call — they just keep going. They keep playing. It wasn’t 
our best game, but I thought in the third period we certainly 
came on. It’s one of those games where we say it’s probably 
a good point to get considering how it was looking.  

On the penalty called against Teuvo Teravainen: Was it a 
penalty? Let’s just be honest about it. That’s not a penalty. 
Yeah, you’ve got to kill it. I get it. But, they have a pretty 
good player, he’s going to get his opportunity. It’s hard when 
I feel like you’re just tossing them a goal. But you do have to 
kill it.  

On this tough week against so many playoff teams: It gives 
you an idea of what the top teams are like. You know how 
hard it’s going to be. Not that you didn’t know. But certainly 
these teams are ramping it up. They’ve got some elite, high-
end players. They’re difference makers, as you can see.  

Jack Drury 

On the resilience of the team overall: It was a good third 
period. You can take the positives from that and work on 
what we need to moving forward.  

On scoring on Whalers Night: It’s definitely cool. I had a lot of 
pictures of my dad playing there as a kid, so it’s definitely 
special.  

On his goal: It was a good offensive shift. [Paul Stastny] and 
[Derek Stepan] were just grinding it down low, and [Jalen 
Chatfield] made a great play coming down the wall.  

On this tough week against so many playoff teams: It’s a 
good challenge. You want to be playing the toughest teams. 
It’s great preparation for the playoffs. So, I think we’re 
embracing it, and it will be another great test on Tuesday.  

Brady Skjei  

On the resilience: Obviously it’s a great push back by us. 
They’re the best team in the league right now, and obviously 
you want to get two points. But I’m proud of the way we 
came back in the third period there. That’s the way we need 
to play it all 60 minutes.  

On his success scoring from the circle: I’ve scored a few 
goals from that spot. I’m just trying to get my shot on net. 
This year they’ve been going in. It’s been a good year so far.  

On this tough week against so many playoff teams: It’s been 
tough. It’s not going to get any easier. We’ve got Tampa 
next. It’s been a good stretch of hockey getting us ready for 
that playoff atmosphere and hockey. It’s been a grind. We’ve 
played pretty well. We’ve obviously had some moments we 
can learn from, but for the most part it’s been a pretty good 
stretch.  
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Bruins beat Canes 4-3 in shootout on Whalers night  

By Sam Overton and Erin Ferrare 

One day after defeating another top Eastern Conference 
rival, the Carolina Hurricanes suffered a 4-3 shootout loss at 
the hands of the league-leading Boston Bruins on Sunday, 
March 26. 

Much like the previous day’s play, the Hurricanes (47-16-9) 
struggled to produce offensively until the third frame. Until 
then, it was up to Carolina’s blue line and goaltender 
Frederik Andersen to keep the Bruins (57-11-5) at bay — 
and even so, there’s only so much a netminder can do in the 
face of some of the highest-producing forwards in the world. 

“It gives you, certainly, an idea of what the top teams are like 
[in the playoffs],” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “You 
know how hard it’s gonna be — and not that you didn’t know, 
but certainly, these teams are ramping it up. They’ve got 
some elite, high-end players, and they’re difference-makers.” 

It was “Whalers Night” in Raleigh as the team honored its 
history in Hartford, Connecticut before the eventual move 
down south to North Carolina. This is the seventh time the 
team has donned the green-and-blue sweaters since the 
franchise’s relocation, and after tonight the team’s record in 
them moves to 4-0-3. 

The Bruins aren’t the best team in the league for nothing. 
Even without defenseman Hampus Lindholm, center Patrice 
Bergeron or left wing Brad Marchand, Boston delivered a 
barrage of shots on goal and left nary a defensive gap, often 
keeping the puck within Carolina’s zone. The Hurricanes 
couldn’t really catch a break until the third frame. 

The first period started off slow for the Canes, with the 
majority of the defensive plays coming from Andersen. 
Boston right wing David Pastrnak was able to slip one past 
the netminder to take the first goal of the game — his 51st of 
the season — and after that, the Bruins stole all the 
momentum. 

Andersen, who handed the reins to fellow netminder Pyotr 
Kochetkov on Saturday after a fierce match against the New 
York Rangers on Thursday night, was in top form against a 
seemingly never-ending blitz of pucks from Boston. He 
bobbed, weaved and nearly did the splits to save shot after 
shot. 

The goals Andersen did give up were disappointing, to say 
the least, but he was ultimately the difference between a tight 

game and a blowout loss against one of the best teams in 
the NHL. 

“I thought he actually made some good saves in the first, 
because we gave up the majority of our chances in the first 
period,” Brind’Amour said. “I thought he was doing a pretty 
good job there — kept us at least able to come out within 
striking distance, and we were able to tie it up.” 

Carolina was able to even the score early in the second 
frame, courtesy of center Jack Drury. Donned in green and 
blue for Whalers night at PNC Arena, Drury took after his 
father, Ted Drury, who played two seasons with the Hartford 
Whalers before transferring to the Ottawa Senators in 1995. 

“It’s definitely cool,” Drury said. “Had a lot of pictures of my 
dad playing there as a kid, so it’s special.” 

It would take another two goals from Boston for Carolina to 
score again, and defenseman Brady Skjei broke the ice with 
his 16th goal of the season on his 29th birthday. A little over 
a minute into the third frame, Skjei took advantage of a 
rebound from Necas’ shot to send the puck over Boston 
goaltender Jeremy Swayman’s left shoulder. 

After Skjei’s shot to make it 3-2, center Sebatstian Aho tied 
things up in Raleigh. Aho now has four points in the past 
three games, helping Carolina recover from the loss of right 
wing Andrei Svechnikov, who suffered a knee injury in a 
game against the Vegas Golden Knights on March 11. 

Both teams decided that 60 minutes of gameplay wasn’t 
enough, and the clock was set for overtime play. Caniacs 
hoping for a storybook comeback were disappointed — 
nobody scored the game-winning goal, pushing the game 
into a shootout. 

From there, all it took were two shots per team. Swayman 
blocked both but Andersen couldn’t save either puck, and 
Boston transplants in the crowd rejoiced at the sight of the 
Bruins’ 57th win of the season. 

Carolina will accept the one-point bump in the standings from 
a shootout loss, especially because they still hold a three-
point lead over the New Jersey Devils in the Metropolitan 
Division. After a day to catch their breath, the Canes will take 
on the Tampa Bay Lightning in PNC Arena on Tuesday, 
March 28. Puck drop is set for 7 p.m. 
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Wolves Outshine Stars 3-2 
The Chicago Wolves reached the penultimate stop on their 
four-game road trip and skated to a 3-2 victory over the Stars 
on Sunday in Texas. 

Ryan Suzuki, Vasily Ponomarev and Cavan Fitzgerald 
scored and Zachary Sawchenko was strong in goal as the 
Wolves erased an early deficit to snap a four-game losing 
skid. 

The defending Calder Cup champion Wolves improved to 1-
1-1-0 on the trip and captured three of a possible four points 
during the weekend series against the Central Division-
leading Stars. 

Texas notched the only goal of the opening period when 
Rhett Gardner found the back of the net to get the Stars on 
the board. 

The Wolves took over from there. 

Suzuki knotted the score at 1-1 with the Wolves on a 
second-period power play, unleashing a wrist shot from the 
top of the left circle that sailed past Texas goaltender Remi 
Poirier to the stick side. Max Lajoie and Ronan Seeley 
earned assists on Suzuki’s 10th goal of the season. 

Just 46 seconds later, Ponomarev gathered a pass from 
Jack Dugan and fired a shot from the slot that also beat 
Poirier to the stick side to put the Wolves out in front. The 

goal was Ponomarev’s team-leading 19th of the season and 
was assisted by Dugan and Anttoni Honka. 

The Wolves’ top-ranked penalty kill came through again 
when Chicago negated a lengthy two-man advantage for the 
Stars at the end of the second to maintain the lead at the 
second intermission. 

Early in the third, the Wolves took a 3-1 lead on Fitzgerald’s 
second goal of the season when the defenseman took a 
touch pass from Nathan Sucese, maneuvered around a 
Stars defenseman and flipped a shot from the high slot that 
eluded Poirier to the blocker side. Sucese and Tuukka 
Tieksola recorded assists on the third consecutive goal by 
the visitors. 

The Stars answered to cut the Wolves lead to 3-2 on a goal 
by Curtis McKenzie midway through the third but Sawchenko 
shut the door the rest of the way. 

Sawchenko made 30 saves to earn the win for the Wolves 
while Poirier (22 saves) suffered the loss for the Stars. 

The Wolves upped their record to 27-28-4-3 on the season 
and Texas dropped to 35-18-8-3. 

Up next: The Wolves travel to Grand Rapids to face the 
Griffins on Wednesday (6 p.m.; AHLTV). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article273600555.html#storylink=mainstage_lead 

https://theathletic.com/4349396/2023/03/27/nhl-weekend-rankings-wild-rangers-oilers/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2023/03/hurricanes-rally-to-force-ot-lose-in-shootout-to-bruins/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-put-together-another-late-push-but-fall-in-shootout-to-bruins/c-342740722 
https://www.nhl.com/news/boston-bruins-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-342473582 

https://apnews.com/article/bruins-hurricanes-david-pastrnak-d3edc4f21d1c7138cbcaddd0c5b83fb9 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-athlete-injuries-hockey-819a63e176174f11ae4e92b11a7b67c8 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/35958348/nhl-playoff-standings-wild-case-win-west 
https://www.canescountry.com/2023/3/26/23657442/canes-battle-back-to-earn-point-on-whalers-night-fall-in-shootout-to-bruins 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/bruins-beat-canes-4-3-in-shootout-on-whalers-night/article_63689e94-cc4f-11ed-b12a-676b38964cc9.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2023/03/26/wolves-outshine-stars-3-2/ 
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Hurricanes battle Bruins to a deadlock through overtime, fall at home in a 
shootout 

 

Chip Alexander 

8-9 minutes 27/03/2023 

 

Raleigh 

The Carolina Hurricanes held their annual Whalers Night on Sunday at 
PNC Arena, with all that it entails. 

They wore the green Hartford Whalers retro jerseys with the iconic logo, 
again embracing the franchise’s past. Pucky the mascot made an 
appearance. Many of the Canes players wore headbands in the pregame 
and 80s pop music filled the air. 

They also played the Whalers’ old goal song, “Brass Bonanza.” It 
sounded three times for the Canes, which would not be enough. 

The Bruins, the best team in the NHL this season, came away with a 4-3 
shootout victory as Charlie Coyle and Jake DeBrusk scored on shootout 
shots. Boston goalie Jeremy Swayman stopped Brent Burns and Teuvo 
Teravainen in the shootout to close it out. 

Forward David Pastrnak scored his 50th and 51st goals and Swayman 
was just good enough in net for Boston, which extended its winning 
streak to seven games. 

Swayman stopped shots by Burns and Jordan Staal in the final four 
seconds of overtime, the last of his 34 saves. Anderson had 35 saves for 
the Canes, including five in the OT. 

“It’s one of those games where you say it’s probably a good point to get 
out of it, considering how it was looking,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. 

The Canes (47-16-9), fighting to keep the lead in the Metropolitan 
Division, trailed 3-1 after the second period but pulled into a 3-3 tie in the 
third after goals from defenseman Brady Skjei and center Sebastian Aho. 

“Obviously a great pushback by us against the best team in the league 
right now,” said Skjei, who has 16 goals. “Obviously you want to get two 
points but proud of the way we came back in the third period. That’s the 
way we need to play all 60 minutes.” 

Jack Drury had a second-period score for the Canes’ first goal, 
redirecting a pass from Jalen Chatfield. 

Skjei, on his 29th birthday, scored early in the third to pull the Canes 
within 3-2. Aho made it 3-3 at 3:44 of the third with his 33rd of the 
season, taking a centering pass from Jordan Martinook. 

“In the locker room between the second and third we were still confident,” 
Skjei said. “We knew if we got to our game we can put some pressure on 
them. 

“To get two goals there fairly quick was big and I thought we finished the 
game strong. We had a chance in overtime and came up short in the 
shootout, but there were a lot of good things to take from this game.” 

After clinching the Atlantic Division title Saturday with a win at Tampa 
Bay, the Bruins (57-11-5) played without captain Patrice Bergeron, who 
had an illness. Also sitting out were Brad Marchand and defenseman 
Hampus Lindholm, and goalie Linus Ullmark was given the day off as 
Swayman played his 32nd game and picked up his 20th win. 

After Drury scored from the low slot, the crowd was loud. But Canes 
forward Teuvo Teravainen was soon called for high-sticking defenseman 
Charlie McAvoy — a call that had the crowd booing and Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour livid. 

Pastrnak scored on the power play, beating Andersen short side, making 
Brind’Amour madder. During a bench interview on Bally during a break, 
he criticized the referees. 

“It’s hard when you feel like you’re just tossing them a goal,” Brind’Amour 
said after the game. “But you have to kill it. I get it.” 

Jakub Lauko added a goal for the Bruins later in the second for a 3-1 
lead, stopping and firing from the right circle. 

The Bruins led 1-0 after a first period that had two goals disallowed. 

Pastrnak’s first goal counted. Pastrnak was able to shake loose on a 
breakaway and beat Andersen low. 

The Canes’ Stefan Noesen deflected a shot past Swayman and the goal 
horn sounded — briefly -- but Noesen’s stick was above the crossbar and 
the goal quickly waved off. 

Then came a bizarre sequence, with action on both ends of the ice. 

Martinook crowded Swayman in front, dropped his stick, then was 
shoved by Swayman as he leaned over to pick it up. Seconds later, 
McAvoy put Martinook in a choke hold from behind. 

A penalty was called on McAvoy just before the Bruins’ Tyler Bertuzzi 
scored — no goal. 

Skjei and Aho had Canes fans roaring in the third. A night after a 5-3 win 
over the Toronto Maple Leafs, the Canes again pushed hard in the third, 
then the OT. 

“It’s a good challenge. You want to be playing the toughest teams,” said 
Drury, whose father, Ted, once played for the Whalers. “It’s good 
preparation for the playoffs and I think we’re embracing it.” 
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Lack of offense contributing to Red Wings' disappointing tailspin 

 

Ted Kulfan 
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The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — The Red Wings aren't scoring many goals. And, sure enough 
with the way it works, they're not winning many games anymore, either. 

Saturday's 3-0 loss in Philadelphia was the latest example, with the 
offense non-existent. 

The Wings failed to capitalize on a staggering seven power plays, not 
helping matters, and lost for the 12th time in the last 15 games (3-11-1). 

"That was the difference; our inability to execute on the power play was 
the difference," coach Derek Lalonde said. "You get that many looks and 
not to generate a goal, that was the difference." 

Power play, even strength, shorthanded, whatever — the Wings haven't 
been scoring a ton of goals lately. 

Over these last 15 games, as the Wings' season has turned for the 
worse, they've scored a meager 29 goals, an average of 1.93 per game. 
That's not going to help a hockey team win many games. 

The offensive slump, as you'd expect, is going through the entire lineup. 
Players who are expected to score haven't been doing it lately. 

Lucas Raymond has one goal in his last 19 games, none in the last eight 
games. Dominik Kubalik has two goals in his last 18 games, none in the 
last eight. Andrew Copp has two goals in his last 15 games. David 
Perron has one goal in the last 13 games, none in the last nine. 

Jonatan Berggren, after an impressive start, has one point (an assist) in 
his last 11 games. Joe Veleno has struggled mightily offensively, with no 
points in his last 20 games. 

If it weren't for the spark supplied by Alex Chiasson (five goals, four of 
them power plays) in the last eight games, and the steadiness of Dylan 
Larkin (four goals in the last 11 games), the offense would be completely 
barren. 

So how do the Wings change things around these final 10 games? 

With the lineup decimated, having seen Michael Rasmussen (lower-
body) out for the season, and Tyler Bertuzzi, Jakub Vrana and Oskar 
Sundqvist all dealt at the trade deadline, the Wings are going to have to 
rely on grit rather than skill, considering where the roster is currently. 

Lalonde has been preaching about the need for the Wings to go into 
those "hard areas," around the net, and create havoc and score tough 
goals. 

"We can execute a little bit more but it's just going to be a challenge, 
that's the reality," Lalonde said. "We want to hang in there with these 
tight games, but the reality is, and the lineup we're currently filling isn't 
getting us five or six goals a game or out-scoring mistakes. 

"We have to eliminate our mistakes." 

More:Lack of power-play production costs Red Wings against Flyers 

Copp agreed the execution can be better and play with the puck below 
the goal line a bit more, but the bottom line is simple. 

"Our recipe has to be pretty simple going forward," Copp said. "Just get 
pucks to the net and crash the net." 

'Ned' returns 

Goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic started his first NHL game since Dec. 8, 
stopping 19 of 21 shots against the Flyers. 

Nedeljkovic earned the chance, with Ville Husso (lower-body) unavailable 
to play and Magnus Hellberg being pulled from Thursday's loss against 
St. Louis. 

Nedeljkovic likely earned himself another start soon. 

"He was excellent," Lalonde said. "It was a tough net game to play, in 
that we didn't give up a ton but when we did, it was of the Grade A 
variety, but he was sharp. 

"I love the way he handles the puck. It was a real good performance by 
him." 

Nedeljkovic sees these final three weeks of the regular season as an 
opportunity for not just himself, but a lot of players, to prove something in 
their current careers. 

"It's a competitive league and it doesn't matter who you're playing, 
somebody is playing for something," Nedeljkovic said. "Whether it's a 
contract or bonus or records, wins or losses, whatever, somebody is 
playing for something. You have to find it within yourself, whatever it is, 
that's going to drive you the most." 
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How to get tickets to the Pittsburgh Penguins vs. Detroit Red Wings on 
Tuesday (3/28/23) 

 

Updated: Mar. 26, 2023, 2:22 p.m. 

Published Mar. 26, 2023, 2:22 p.m. 

By Tyler Kuehl | tkuehl@mlive.com 

 

The Detroit Red Wings get set to return home on Tuesday night, as they 
welcome one of the teams they chasing down in the Wild Card race, the 
Pittsburgh Penguins. 

The Penguins are right in the thick of the push for the playoffs, hovering 
around eighth place in the Eastern Conference, while the Red Wings 
have a lot of ground to make up with not a lot of time left. 
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Reeling offense leading to Red Wings’ late-season slide 

 

Published Mar. 26, 2023, 12:56 p.m. 

By Ansar Khan | akhan1@mlive.com 

 

Free-agent acquisitions, growth of younger players and better health 
figured to translate into a more productive offense for the Detroit Red 
Wings. 

And they were more potent much of the season. But with 10 games 
remaining, their scoring is only marginally improved from a year ago, and 
it’s trending in the wrong direction. 

Since defeating the New York Rangers 4-1 on Feb. 23 to briefly move 
into a playoff position, the Red Wings have scored only 29 goals in 15 
games. It’s the main reason they are 3-11-1 during that stretch. 

The Red Wings are averaging 2.86 goals per game, which ranks 24th. 
They finished 2021-22 at 2.77 goals per game, ranked 27th. 
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They have one of the more difficult remaining schedules, with eight of 
their final 10 games against teams currently in a playoff position. 

Their 3-0 loss Saturday at Philadelphia was the fourth time the Red 
Wings have been shut out, but it was from lack of opportunity against 
goaltender Carter Hart (29 saves), coach Derek Lalonde said. 

“I still think it’s just a matter of getting to that hard area, executing a little 
bit more,” Lalonde told Bally Sports Detroit. “Sometimes it’s frustrating 
when you don’t produce offense, but when the looks are there and you 
keep getting looks, it’ll come around. At least tonight for the most part I 
thought we had some looks.” 

It’s difficult to beat anybody when you go 0 for 7 on the power play. 

“The power play was a big part of it,” Lalonde said. “We had those 
chances early, didn’t cash in. Really had chances throughout the night. It 
was the difference. Five- on-five we had some looks, but we needed a 
power-play goal.” 

Detroit’s offense figured to suffer after Tyler Bertuzzi, Jakub Vrana and 
Filip Hronek were traded just prior to the March 3 deadline and with 
injuries to Robby Fabbri and Michael Rasmussen. 

But several young forwards have hit a wall. 

Jonatan Berggren has gone 11 games without a goal (one assist) and 
has just two points (goal, assist) in 18 games. 

Lucas Raymond has one goal and six assists in 19 games. 

Filip Zadina, who sat out Saturday due to a lower-body injury, has three 
points (goal, two assists) in 14 games. 

Joe Veleno has gone 20 games without a point and has just one assist in 
23 games. 
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If NHL stars want in on the next Olympics, they should say so now 

 

CATHAL KELLY 

PUBLISHED YESTERDAY 

 

It sort of came and went in the space of a single news cycle, but last 
week Connor McDavid gave a crucial insight into the hockey mindset. 

McDavid was getting scrummed at his locker just after Japan had beaten 
the United States at the World Baseball Classic. A contrived, quickie 
international tournament everyone had hated a few days before was all 
of a sudden everybody’s new favourite sports thing. 

As a bit of a throwaway, McDavid was asked what he thought about it. 

“I thought it was really cool,” McDavid said. “It’s what we’ve been asking 
for in hockey for a long time, right? Best on best. Everyone’s taking about 
baseball, ‘Did you see Ohtani versus Trout?’ That’s what hockey’s been 
missing for almost a decade now. Yeah, that’s what we’ve been asking 
for.” 

On the one hand, it’s kind of heartening to hear that the greatest hockey 
player in the world has zero juice at work. He’s just another US$11-
million wage slave like the rest of us. He clocks in, goes to his cubby, 
gets the latest memo about how they’re cancelling the Olympics, stares 
off into the space and maybe screams into his arm for a bit. If he’s going 
to complain about it he does what the rest of us do – wait until the media 

show up. Then he goes home and dreams about starting his own 
business or maybe getting his real estate licence. 

On the other hand, what is McDavid talking about? Who is the ‘we’ in this 
comment? The players? The NHLPA? Is it the royal ‘we’ of hockey writ 
large? 

Because if Connor McDavid wants to go to the Olympics, he can. He just 
has to make that a loud, persistent and resolute demand. Every chance 
he gets, he has to say, “I don’t know about the rest of these guys, but I 
am not letting my career get behind me without having had the chance to 
represent this country at the highest level.” 

If McDavid says that, others will follow. That’s how being the best at 
sports works. You don’t think Leon Draisaitl – the best German hockey 
player in history – wants to represent Germany? You don’t think Connor 
Bedard wants to become his generation’s Eric Lindros? Up and down the 
NHL there are guys who know this is their most reliable shot at glory. 

If enough hockey players who matter say it, Canada will demand it. If 
Canada demands it, the NHL will eventually have to agree to it. 

Of course, that work has to be done now. You can’t make the Olympics 
your priority six weeks before Milan/Cortina starts. Do it now when there 
is three years of runway, and if you keep at it, it will happen. 

But no one’s going to do that. After a week, no one who matters in 
hockey has picked up on McDavid’s comments, least of all the NHL itself. 

If I ran a successful business and my top employee was going on about 
how she hasn’t got the one thing she really wants, that would concern 
me. I would wonder if her colleagues felt the same way. I might be 
worried that I was letting an easy HR win slide. Especially if my 
alternative to their alternative is an ongoing embarrassment. 

The NHL’s alternative to the Olympics is the World Cup of Hockey. It’s 
been a while, so I thought I’d remind you. 

It’s been 6 1/2 years since they played one of those. It will be at least two 
more until the next one, and that’s not a sure thing. The NHL is waiting 
around to see if the war in Ukraine wraps up, so that it can invite the 
Russians without making the league Public Hockey Enemy No. 2. 

‘As soon as the casualty list becomes manageable’ does not strike me as 
a great business plan, but here we are. 

If 24-year-old, peak-of-his-playing-powers LeBron James had come out 
after a game and said, ‘Best on best. That’s what we’ve been asking for 
in basketball for a long time’, that would happen. How do we know that? 
Because it did happen. That’s about the age James was when he got his 
Olympic gold. 

The NBA can’t love the Olympics either. It’s built on the shoulders of its 
workforce. The league doesn’t make a direct nickel off it (though the 
contra deal – many, many millions worth of free advertising – isn’t bad). 

But you don’t hear the NBA talking about starting its own rinky-dink 
international tournament that no one wants. Why? Because the players 
would laugh at it. It would be a revolt. Luka Doncic is not going to take a 
walk on the Slovenian national team because someone up at HQ told 
him, ‘Yeah, we got your request and we know what you’re saying, but it’s 
just not going to happen this fiscal.’ 

NBA players have power because they exercise it. NHL players take 
what they’re given and get treated like sulking teenagers. 

You can see this difference in attitude in the ongoing farce that has 
become the NHL’s Pride outreach. If teams were coming down like 
dominoes in the NBA over the issue of warm-up jerseys, everyone in that 
league would have an opinion on it. Pro or con or somewhere in 
between, you’d be hearing what people are thinking. It’d be all over the 
broadcasts and panel shows. In the NBA, players would take control of 
their own narrative, not let the media dictate it to them. 

In the NHL? It’s a series of tremulous and/or grandiloquent statements 
transparently written by lawyers and agents. Whenever someone is 
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forced to explain themselves in front of a camera, they look desperate. 
It’s the look that says, ‘I have to say what I think??’ 

This is why the NHL doesn’t go to the Olympics any more. It’s not money. 
It’s not about who’s going to pay the insurance. It’s not when they can 
schedule three weeks off. 

It’s that the players are not able to speak for themselves, and as a result, 
no one bothers to listen to them. 
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Canadiens sign Sean Farrell to NHL entry-level contract 

 

Stu Cowan  •  Montreal Gazette 

Published Mar 26, 2023  

 

There were three prospects who really caught my eye at the Canadiens’ 
development camp last July with their high skill level: Sean Farrell, Lane 
Hutson and Filip Mesar. 

On Sunday, Canadiens GM Kent Hughes signed Farrell to an NHL entry-
level contract. 

Farrell agreed to a three-year deal with an average annual value of 
US$1.158 million. The 21-year-old left-winger will accompany the 
Canadiens on their two-game road trip with games against the Sabres in 
Buffalo on Monday (7 p.m., SNE, RDS, TSN 690 Radio, 98.5 FM) and 
the Flyers in Philadelphia on Tuesday (7 p.m., TSN2, RDS, TSN 690 
Radio, 98.5 FM). Farrell is likely to make his NHL debut in one of those 
games. 

When asked after practice Sunday morning in Brossard if Farrell would 
play against the Sabres or the Flyers, head coach Martin St. Louis said: 
“I don’t know. I think he’s joining us Monday. I don’t know.” 

In 34 games this season at Harvard University, the 5-foot-9, 175-pound 
Farrell posted 20-33-53 totals and he is one of 10 finalists for the Hobey 
Baker Award as the top player in U.S. college hockey. As a freshman last 
season, Farrell had 10-18-28 totals in 24 games with Harvard. 

The Canadiens selected Farrell in the fourth round (124th overall) at the 
2020 NHL draft. The Hopkinton, Mass., native played for the United 
States at the Beijing Olympics last year and led the team in scoring with 
3-3-6 totals in four games. He also played at the world championship for 
Team USA. 

“Playing in the Olympics and playing in the world championships and 
college, too, playing with a lot of good players, grown men that are hard 
to play against and it makes you elevate your game even more,” Farrell 
said during the Canadiens’ development camp. 

After drafting Farrell, former Canadiens assistant GM Trevor Timmins 
said: “He has similar personality characteristics as Brendan Gallagher. 
He won’t be denied.” 

Canadiens defenceman Jordan Harris played against Farrell last season 
when he was in his final year at Northeastern University and also knows 
him from development camps. 

“Great kid … the nicest kid that there is,” Harris said about Farrell after 
Sunday’s optional practice before the Canadiens flew to Buffalo. “As a 
player, incredibly smart. Shifty, a good playmaker. I don’t think he gets 
enough credit for his shot, his scoring ability. He has a great shot, but 
definitely a really intelligent, savvy player. 

“He seems to always kind of know the next play,” Harris added. “As he 
gets the puck, he knows what he wants to do with it right away and I feel 
like that is sometimes a struggle for players (in the NHL). But I feel like 
the transition with the way he thinks the game will be that much easier 
because of that. Obviously, you have to get used to the size and strength 
(of NHL players). I feel like when I first joined the team last year that was 
kind of the thing I realized is that yes, the guys in college are big and 
strong. But I feel like guys at this level know how to use their size to their 
advantage that much more. Just little things but, again, if I know 
someone who can make the transition easy, it’s him.” 

Hutson, who turned 19 on Feb. 14, is also a finalist for this year’s Hobey 
Baker Award after posting 15-33-48 totals in 38 games with Boston 
University. The Canadiens selected the 5-foot-10, 155-pound 
defenceman in the second round (62nd overall) of last year’s NHL draft. 

“For sure, I know I can get bigger, stronger, faster and even taller,” 
Hutson said after the Canadiens drafted him. “That’s something that it will 
come as I get older. I think either way I’ll be able to play the game the 
way I’ve been playing. It’s all about how you play the game, not how big 
you are or strong. When you get on the ice everyone’s the same size. 

“I feel like the way I use my skating and my stick is to my advantage,” 
added Hutson, who is expected to return to Boston University next 
season. “I use my leverage on the bigger guys. It’s something that I really 
pride myself in is my defending and then I feel like I’ve got offensive 
ability to help the team create chances.” 

Hutson had a plus-28 differential this season at Boston University and 
broke Hall of Famer Brian Leetch’s record for the most points by a U-19 
defenceman in a single NCAA season. Leetch had 9-38-47 totals in 37 
games with Boston College in 1986-87 after being selected by the New 
York Rangers in the first round (ninth overall) of the 1986 NHL draft. 

The Canadiens selected Mesar in the first round (26th overall) of last 
year’s NHL draft after they had taken Juraj Slafkovsky with the No. 1 
overall pick. At 6-foot-3 and 238 pounds, Slafkovsky stood out at 
development more because of his size than his skill level. Slafkovsky 
played 39 games with the Canadiens this season, posting 4-6-10 totals 
before suffering a season-ending knee injury. 

In 52 games this season with the OHL’s Kitchener Rangers, the 19-year-
old Mesar has 17-34-51 totals. Mesar and Slafkovsky have been friends 
since their childhood in Slovakia. 

If Mesar doesn’t make the Canadiens’ roster next season, he is expected 
to play for the AHL’s Laval Rocket. He has already been signed to a 
three-year, NHL entry-level contract worth a total of US$2.85 million that 
includes a US$95,000 signing bonus each season. 
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Canadiens' goaltending situation getting very interesting | HI/O Bonus 

 

Stu Cowan  •  Montreal Gazette 

Published Mar 26, 2023 

 

In this bonus episode, our panelists — former Canadiens defenceman 
and assistant coach Rick Green, Gazette columnist Stu Cowan and 
Canadiens podcast host Andrew Berkshire — join host Moe Khan to 
discuss the Canadiens’ goaltending situation and what it might look like 
in the future. Will Samuel Montembeault replace Jake Allen as the team’s 
No. 1 goalie? Could GM Kent Hughes decide to trade the veteran Allen? 
And what about the Laval Rocket’s Cayden Primeau? Could he still be 
the Canadiens’ goalie of the future? 
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About Last Night: Harvey-Pinard notches hat-trick in blowout win 

 

Erik Leijon  •  Special to Montreal Gazette 

Published Mar 26, 2023   

 

Rafaël Harvey-Pinard scored his first NHL career hat-trick in an 8-2 
blowout win over the Columbus Blue Jackets on Saturday night at the 
Bell Centre. 

Nick Suzuki matched his point total from a year ago with one goal and 
three assists. Mike Matheson and Mike Hoffman each added three points 
of their own. 

At the Bell Centre to watch the victory: Le Petit Viking Mats Naslund. 

Michel Lacroix announcing the third Harvey-Pinard goal was also a 
memorable moment. 

After Columbus opened scoring 1:32 in, Hoffman responded with the first 
of six goals on starter Elvis Merzlikins. 

Jesse Ylonen gave Montreal the lead with his fourth goal in his last five 
games. 

Columbus tied it up before the end of the first period when Kirill 
Marchenko hit the top corner before goalie Sam Montembeault sent the 
net ajar. Upon review, it was considered a good goal. 

Harvey-Pinard did all his damage in the second period, starting 13 
seconds in. 

Harvey-Pinard completed his hat-trick on the power play. The Habs were 
up 6-2, and Merzlikins left the game with an apparent injury. Michael 
Hutchinson came in relief the rest of the way. 

The Habs were looking for more in the third period. Alex Belzile sent one 
out in front that hit a stick and crossed the goal line to give Montreal a 7-2 
lead. 

The Canadiens came in with two wins in their last 10, while the Blue 
Jackets had won two straight, but Columbus had some scrapes and 
bruises from playing the night before and it showed. The Sharks have 
caught up with them for 32nd in league standings, so when it comes to 
the Connor Bedard sweepstakes, this loss keeps the Blue Jackets at the 
bottom for another day. 

Montreal came into the game sitting in 28th with breathing room at both 
ends. I’m no soothsayer, but there are a lot of Butterfly Effect/Sliding 
Doors hypotheticals going down in the Liveblog comments: e.g. winning 
a single game will guarantee they don’t win the lottery, which will prevent 
them from getting Bedard, which will ensure another decade of losing. It’s 
likely the most significant wedge issue in the comments: just how 
meaningful or meaningless are the results of these games? 

After getting cross-checked in the face by the Bruins’ A.J. Greer during 
the first period of Thursday night’s game in Boston, he returned to play 
with a face shield to protect his bloody and stitched-up chin. 

Bruins' A.J. Greer only gets one game for a cross-check to the face 

Meanwhile, Suzuki has shaken off some rough patches, and even 
without consistent linemates will hit a new career-high in points. Has the 
latest recipient of his sweet passes, Harvey-Pinard, locked up a spot on 
next October’s starting lineup? He’s up to 12 goals and 17 points in 29 
games. Jesse Ylonen is getting hot at the right time and is at least 
earning a spot in the conversation after looking on the outs early on. 

3. “Fun game for the Habs fans. It’s not often the Habs blow out the 
opposition (or even win). Great game for RHP; would have loved to see 
him get a 4th goal. Merzlikens played like he got the memo to tank.” -
Hermanus Wittebol 

2. “Sure, we didn’t need the win, and we know we were playing against 
Columbus, but it is nice to watch our young guys win a game every so 
often.” -Bob Taylor 

1. “Good results today. We played well and won convincingly. And 
had/having some good results elsewhere. Currently have #5 spot and 
FLA now at #14 if the marbles fall as expected.” -Ian London 
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ESPN / NHL playoff standings: Bruins, Canes an East finals preview? 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

 

Much of what we examine in this space revolves around the races to 
earn a playoff spot (or the race to the bottom for the lottery teams). But 
let's look a little bit ahead for two teams that have already clinched their 
spots in the 2023 Stanley Cup playoffs. 

The Boston Bruins have been on a record pace this season, securing 
their playoff ticket back on March 11 and the Atlantic Division title on 
Saturday with their 2-1 victory over the Tampa Bay Lightning. They need 
eight more points to clinch the Presidents' Trophy as the league's No. 1 
team this season -- over the Carolina Hurricanes, who are their 
opponents today (5 p.m. ET, NHL Power Play on ESPN+). 

Carolina has a bit more work to do to clinch its division; the New Jersey 
Devils are two points and one regulation win behind the Canes, although 
Carolina does have two games in hand. 

What are the chances these two clubs will meet again in the Eastern 
Conference finals for a rematch of last season's epic seven-game first-
round clash? 

Money Puck gives the Bruins a 37.5% chance of reaching the conference 
finals, while the Hurricanes are at 48.3%. 

The Bruins' path will begin with the second wild card, one of the New 
York Islanders, Pittsburgh Penguins or Florida Panthers. They have gone 
3-0-0 against the Isles, 2-0-0 against the Penguins (with a game coming 
April 1), and 2-1-1 against the Panthers. In the second round, they'll take 
on the Toronto Maple Leafs (against whom they've gone 2-1-0 with a 
game left, on April 6) or the Lightning (3-1-0). 

For the Hurricanes, they'll take on the first wild card: They went 4-0-0 
against the Penguins this season, 2-1-0 against the Isles (with a game 
left, on April 2), and 1-1-0 against the Panthers (with one game left, on 
April 13). Round 2 will be more difficult, as they've gone 2-2-0 against the 
Devils and 1-3-0 against the New York Rangers. 

Oh, and heading into the showdown this afternoon, the B's and Canes 
have each won one game in the season series. 

As we enter the final stretch of the regular season, it's time to check all 
the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for position in the 
2023 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 
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Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Boston Bruins vs. WC2 Pittsburgh Penguins 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 New York Islanders 

M2 New Jersey Devils vs. M3 New York Rangers 

Western Conference 

C1 Minnesota Wild vs. WC1 Seattle Kraken 

C2 Dallas Stars vs. C3 Colorado Avalanche 

P1 Vegas Golden Knights vs. WC2 Winnipeg Jets 

P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Edmonton Oilers 

Sunday's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All games not on ESPN, TNT or NHL Network 
are available via NHL Power Play, which is included in an ESPN+ 
subscription (local blackout restrictions apply). 

Colorado Avalanche at Arizona Coyotes, 3 p.m. (NHLN) 

Boston Bruins at Carolina Hurricanes, 5 p.m. 

Vancouver Canucks at Chicago Blackhawks, 6 p.m. 

Toronto Maple Leafs at Nashville Predators, 6 p.m. (NHLN) 

St. Louis Blues at Los Angeles Kings, 10:30 p.m. 

Saturday's scoreboard 

Watch "In the Crease" on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Boston Bruins 2, Tampa Bay Lightning 1 

Philadelphia Flyers 3, Detroit Red Wings 0 

Seattle Kraken 7, Nashville Predators 2 

Calgary Flames 5, San Jose Sharks 3 

Los Angeles Kings 4, Winnipeg Jets 1 

New York Rangers 4, Florida Panthers 3 

Minnesota Wild 3, Chicago Blackhawks 1 

Buffalo Sabres 2, New York Islanders 0 

Carolina Hurricanes 5, Toronto Maple Leafs 3 

Vancouver Canucks 3, Dallas Stars 1 

Montreal Canadiens 8, Columbus Blue Jackets 2 

New Jersey Devils 5, Ottawa Senators 3 

Pittsburgh Penguins 4, Washington Capitals 3 

Vegas Golden Knights 4, Edmonton Oilers 3 (OT) 

St. Louis Blues 6, Anaheim Ducks 3 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

y - Boston Bruins 

Points: 117 

Regulation wins: 49 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 10 

Points pace: 133 

Next game: @ CAR (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 95 

Regulation wins: 36 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 10 

Points pace: 108 

Next game: @ NSH (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 90 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 8 

Points pace: 100 

Next game: @ CAR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 89 

Next game: @ OTT (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 37% 

Tragic number: 16 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Points pace: 87 

Next game: vs. MTL (Monday) 
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Playoff chances: 7% 

Tragic number: 15 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 75 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 84 

Next game: vs. FLA (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 2% 

Tragic number: 12 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Points pace: 81 

Next game: vs. PIT (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 10 

Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 64 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 72 

Next game: @ BUF (Monday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 1 

Metropolitan Division 

x - Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 102 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 11 

Points pace: 118 

Next game: vs. BOS (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - New Jersey Devils 

Points: 100 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 112 

Next game: @ NYI (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 96 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 108 

Next game: vs. CBJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 83 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 8 

Points pace: 92 

Next game: vs. NJ (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 74% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 82 

Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 92 

Next game: @ DET (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 78% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 8 

Points pace: 84 

Next game: vs. NYI (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 1% 

Tragic number: 11 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 68 
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Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Points pace: 77 

Next game: vs. MTL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 7 

e - Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Points pace: 60 

Next game: @ NYR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Central Division 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 93 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 105 

Next game: vs. SEA (Monday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 92 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 103 

Next game: @ CHI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 90 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 11 

Points pace: 104 

Next game: @ ARI (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 85 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 8 

Points pace: 94 

Next game: @ SJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 74% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 11 

Points pace: 92 

Next game: vs. TOR (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 15% 

Tragic number: 18 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Points pace: 82 

Next game: @ LA (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 8 

e - Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 66 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 74 

Next game: vs. COL (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Points pace: 62 
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Next game: vs. VAN (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Pacific Division 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 98 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 110 

Next game: vs. EDM (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 94 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 10 

Points pace: 107 

Next game: vs. STL (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 91 

Regulation wins: 37 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 102 

Next game: @ ARI (Monday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Seattle Kraken 

Points: 88 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 10 

Points pace: 100 

Next game: @ MIN (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 8 

Points pace: 90 

Next game: vs. LA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 12% 

Tragic number: 13 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 21 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Points pace: 81 

Next game: @ CHI (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 7 

e - Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 56 

Regulation wins: 13 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 63 

Next game: vs. COL (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - San Jose Sharks 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 14 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 60 

Next game: vs. WPG (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Y -- Clinched division; X -- Clinched playoff berth; E -- Eliminated from 
playoff contention 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order of the first round, so 
the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 selection. 
As of 2021, a team might move up a maximum of 10 spots if it wins the 
lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 pick. Full 
details on the process can be found here. Sitting No. 1 on the draft board 
for this summer is Connor Bedard, who has been lauded as a 
generational talent. 

1. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 53 
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Regulation wins: 14 

2. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 15 

3. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 16 

4. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 56 

Regulation wins: 13 

5. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 64 

Regulation wins: 20 

6. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 66 

Regulation wins: 20 

7. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 25 

8. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 21 

9. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 24 

10. St. Louis Blues 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 25 

11. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 75 

Regulation wins: 28 

12. Washington Capitals 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 26 

13. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 27 

14. Florida Panthers* 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 31 

15. Nashville Predators 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 26 

16. Calgary Flames 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 27 
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Sportsnet.ca / Tavares gives Maple Leafs a bit of everything to close out 
road trip with win 

 

Sonny Sachdeva | @sachdevasonny 

March 26, 2023, 11:55 PM 

 

Half a decade into a franchise-altering contract with his hometown club, 
John Tavares has become something of a controversial figure in blue 
and white. 

Canvas the Toronto Maple Leafs faithful month-to-month, and you could 
get a different answer each time on whether the captain’s lived up to the 
hype, whether he’s worth his price tag in 2023, or whether the 32-year-
old’s got little left to give eight years removed from his spin as a Hart 
Trophy finalist. 

But Sunday night, in the dog days of the home stretch of Toronto’s 
season — the club’s playoff situation all but sealed, these last games 
now a test of habits, of consistency — No. 91 showed every bit of his 
value to this team. 

Sure, it wasn’t the toughest game his Maple Leafs have had to wade 
through, their hosts — the 18th-ranked Nashville Predators — coming off 
a 7-2 shellacking from Seattle a night prior. Still, it was the type of game 
playoff-bound teams seem to fumble often: a desperate opponent with 
nothing to lose, the back half of a back-to-back, the final test on a road 
trip that’s been decent enough already. 

With a little bit of everything — three points to his name, a bit of grit, 
some mental fortitude — Tavares ensured his club did what they needed 
to do, and left town with the result expected of them. 

“I’m just trying to focus on playing well,” Tavares told the media in 
Nashville once the win was in the bag. “Executing through all three 
zones, and being connected there. I know I talk about that a lot, but that’s 
really where my focus is. And obviously I trust my ability and my instincts 
to make plays and capitalize on my opportunities. 

“I’m just trying to go out there and execute on each and every shift.” 

It was the captain’s first goal that might’ve been the most important in this 
one, after a slow start had Nashville testing young Joseph Woll early. 

Five minutes into the opening frame, Toronto had yet to register a single 
shot on net, while their opponent’s total was flipping into double digits on 
the video board hovering above. By the first intermission, though, it was 
the Leafs who’d drawn first blood, Tavares posting up at the netfront on 
the power play and capitalizing off a quick-trigger finish to a clockwork 
tic-tac-toe sequence with Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner. 

A minute into the second period, Tavares was out there setting the tone 
for his club again. 

This time, he played the role of facilitator, taking a heads-up stretch pass 
from Justin Holl, spinning in the neutral zone and coming up with a 
feathery dish to Alex Kerfoot — who made good on his top-six 
opportunity, collecting Tavares’ setup and whipping the puck past Kevin 
Lankinen to extend the lead. Toronto kept the pressure on, doubling the 
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Preds in shots through that middle frame, cruising to the second 
intermission with a steady 2-0. 

Tavares was forced into that intermission early after taking a shot off the 
hand — prompting a walk down the tunnel that had Leafs Nation holding 
its collective breath, especially as the club’s other stoic centreman, Ryan 
O’Reilly, remains sidelined with a broken finger. But the captain made it 
back to the bench to start the third. 

Then came the wobble. 

After some early chances traded by both clubs to start the final frame, 
Tavares found himself stranded near the offensive blue line, Nashville’s 
Kiefer Sherwood with just enough space to chip the puck by the Leafs 
captain and prepare to fly up ice on an odd-man rush. Rolling the dice, 
Tavares planted and threw his weight into the Predators winger, taking 
the interference call to stifle the potential chance. 

Nashville broke up Woll’s shutout bid anyways, Tyson Barrie haunting his 
old club with a point shot on the ensuing power play that found its way 
into the Leafs’ net via a Cody Glass deflection. 

With Toronto’s lead cut to one, the game at risk of becoming yet another 
in a slew of nights that have seen this team play down to its opposition, 
Tavares redeemed himself, and pulled his club back, tallying again to 
restore Toronto’s two-goal cushion. 

His second of the night came right where his first did, where few in the 
game are more dangerous — planted directly in front of the opposing 
netminder. Tavares took a Morgan Rielly point shot off the body, let it fall 
to the ice, and then spun and swept it past Lankinen. 

Nashville mounted one last attempted rally, Barrie once again burning his 
old club with a point shot that deflected off Holl and in, but Toronto held 
steady to close out their road trip with a ‘W.’ 

“I think overall we carried a lot of the play in the third period,” Tavares 
told Sportsnet’s Shawn McKenzie after the final buzzer had sounded. 
“They get one on the power play to make it tight, and anything can 
happen. I thought our power play responded really well, and overall we 
just played with the puck a lot in their half of the ice, and behind their goal 
line. Really didn’t let them generate a whole lot. 

“It’s been a lot of hockey here over the last couple weeks … just good 
composure, I think, throughout our game, throughout the night.” 

Judge him only by his price tag, by an $11-million cap hit that ranks 
among the heftiest in the league, and maybe there’s reason to wonder 
how No. 91 fits into this team’s future. But in the present, in the here and 
now, for this team that’s desperate to find post-season progress in 2023, 
there’s no doubting Tavares remains a crucial cog in Toronto’s machine. 

That much seems clear on nights like these, when these Leafs crave a 
leader who’s focused on the bigger picture. 

“I think there’s a lot of good things building,” Tavares told McKenzie, 
reflecting on where his club’s game is at as the all-important playoffs 
loom. “We know the details that we’ve got to play with each and every 
shift. Last night’s a good example of how just a little breakdown opens 
the door. 

“I think the way we’re starting to play through the neutral zone, defending 
through the middle of the ice and connecting our game more 
consistently, some good things have been building here.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks look transformed after third straight win but hope 
for Bedard is fading 

 

Iain MacIntyre | @imacSportsnet 

March 26, 2023, 11:44 PM 

 

Really, was there any doubt? 

Bad teams find ways to lose and good teams find ways to win and the 
Vancouver Canucks have proved both axioms this season. Two months 
ago, they were with the Chicago Blackhawks in the “bad” category.  

But the Canucks’ transformation was evident Sunday when they scuffled 
for a while through the first two periods, but did not self-destruct. And 
when the Blackhawks presented them an opportunity to win in the third 
period, the Canucks seized it by scoring three times in a 4-2 victory that 
was Vancouver’s ninth in 11 games. 

Not only have the Canucks not played for the Connor Bedard 
sweepstakes since Rick Tocchet took over as coach two months ago, 
soon they may not even have a mathematical chance at the generational 
draft prospect from Vancouver. 

With their third straight victory, and second on the road in less than 24 
hours, the Canucks moved within two points of the 22nd-place Ottawa 
Senators and three points back of the Washington Capitals and Buffalo 
Sabres. Any team 21st or higher in the standings can’t pick first overall 
even if it wins the draft lottery and moves up the maximum 10 places in 
the selection order. 

At 34-34-5, the Canucks are also .500 again for the first time since Dec. 
31, a break-even point that was unthinkable just a month ago. Vancouver 
is 13-4-1 since Feb. 15. 

The most impressive thing about them Sunday is that when Elias 
Pettersson scored twice in 63 seconds halfway through the third period to 
put the Canucks up 3-1, they looked as confident and comfortable with 
the lead as they had in Dallas on Saturday when they beat a much 
tougher opponent. 

THE JOSHUA THREE  

For the third straight game, depth power forward Dakota Joshua made a 
difference for the Canucks. But on Sunday, it had nothing to do with him 
scoring. 

Joshua caused a turnover midway through the third period when he 
flattened Blackhawk speedbug Lukas Reichel in open ice. Joshua was 
immediately challenged by MacKenzie Entwistle. But seeing his 
teammates counter-attack through the neutral zone, Joshua refused to 
fight.  

Maybe Entwistle wasn’t the only distracted Blackhawk because Chicago 
defended the three-on-three rush by turning it into a two-on-one before 
Pettersson finished from a sharp angle from Ethan Bear’s pass to break 
a 1-1 tie at 12:06. 

At 13:09, 13 seconds after a stupid high-sticking penalty by Blackhawk 
Andreas Athanasiou, Pettersson tapped in the remains of a Brock 
Boeser-Andrei Kuzmenko double deflection for a power-play goal that 
made it 3-1. 

Joshua’s hit (and subsequent awareness and discipline) was the pivotal 
point of the game. His shorthanded goal in Saturday’s 3-1 win in Dallas 
tied that game, and in Thursday’s 7-2 home win against the San Jose 
Sharks the winger had a goal, assist and three hits. 

A free-agent signing last summer from the St. Louis Blues, Joshua, 26, 
said Thursday that this is the best he has felt in his four pro seasons. 

“Yeah, probably, I would say so,” the winger from Ohio State University 
and Dearborn, Mich., told us. “Just got to be more consistent and do it 
every night.” 

He has done it a lot of nights lately. Averaging 11:32 of ice time, Joshua 
has 11 goals and 20 points in 70 games, leads Canuck forwards with 190 
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hits and has been an important contributor in the turn-around in 
Vancouver penalty killing. 

STREAKY PETEY 

Another sign of what may now be described as Pettersson’s greatness is 
that he wasn’t anywhere near his best in either weekend game. And yet 
among the Canucks’ seven goals, Pettersson scored two and set up 
another and still was a key factor in the weekend sweep. 

In 71 games, Pettersson has 35 goals and 93 points, tied for seventh in 
NHL scoring. If he extends his points streak to 13 games in the Canucks’ 
road trip finale Tuesday in St. Louis, Pettersson will equal the team’s 
longest points streak in 13 years and be just two games shy of the 
franchise record co-held by Todd Bertuzzi (2001-02) and Petr Nedved 
(1992-93). 

With nine games left, the 24-year-old is on pace to be the first Canuck to 
eclipse 100 points since Daniel Sedin won the NHL scoring title with 104 
in 2011. 

POWER UP 

The Canuck power play snapped a mini-slump with Pettersson’s winning 
goal. Interestingly, it came with four forwards back on the ice with 
defenceman Quinn Hughes after Tocchet and power-play coach Jason 
King abandoned — at least for now — a two-game experiment using 
newcomer Filip Hronek in an old-school, two-defenceman setup. 

Hughes’ point shot preceded Pettersson’s gimme but did not earn him an 
assist as both Boeser and Kuzmenko touched it on its way to Chicago 
goalie Petr Mrazek. But Hughes did get an assist on Phil DiGiuseppe’s 
bankshot goal that tied it 1-1 at 19:43 of the second period, which 
allowed him to set a new record for points by a Canucks defenceman 
with five goals and 64 assists in 69 games.  

After Hughes broke decades-old records for points (68) and assists (60) 
by a Canucks defenceman last season, former coach Bruce Boudreau 
predicted the 23-year-old would just keep upping the standard each year. 

NEWEST CANUCK 

Nearly two weeks since joining the Canucks after finishing his final 
season at Northeastern University, winger Aidan McDonough finally 
made his NHL debut. Tocchet started him on a line between centres 
Pettersson and J.T. Miller — team leaders and the Canucks’ best 
forwards. 

With his parents from Boston leading the family cheering section at the 
United Center, Mcdonough won the opening faceoff before playing most 
of the game on a line with Sheldon Dries and Conor Garland. 
McDonough logged 10:03 of ice time, contributed four shot attempts and 
two hits, and had scoring chances in the second and third period. 

His best friend from childhood, defenceman Jack Rathbone, was recalled 
by the Canucks from the American Hockey League just before the road 
trip. 

“I took a faceoff and I haven’t taken a faceoff in, like, six years,” 
McDonough, 23, smiled in a post-game interview with Sportsnet’s Dan 
Murphy. “After that, it was kind of just hockey after the first shift. 

“It was awesome. It was amazing. Just to have so many friends and 
family here. . . and to share it with my best friend since first grade, Jack 
Rathbone, and then to get the two points, it was amazing — everything 
you could dream of.” 

Wearing Jim Sandlak’s old No. 25, the six-foot-three McDonough looked 
a lot like “House,” the strapping Sandlak’s nickname when he played for 
eight seasons in the 1980s and ’90s.  

A seventh-round draft pick, McDonough isn’t quite too big to fail, but he’s 
important to a Canucks prospect pool that lacks depth and, especially, 
big bodies that can play. After 20 goals and 38 points in 34 games in his 
senior season as Northeastern’s captain, McDonough gives the Canucks’ 
player-development staff a lot to work with. 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 03.27.2023 

1272745 Websites 

 

Wiebe's World: Why this generation of fans, players needs a best-on-
best event 

 

Ken Wiebe | @WiebesWorld 

March 26, 2023, 11:57 AM 

 

LOS ANGELES — This generation — and probably most importantly, the 
next several — needs its own version of The Golden Goal. 

A Gretzky to Lemieux, in on goal, he shoots…he scores. Mario Lemieux 
has scored for Canada, explosion for the ages that will essentially 
become a historical films moment, one that will be played on a loop of 
highlight reels and YouTube channels for eternity. 

That the best player on the planet, Edmonton Oilers captain Connor 
McDavid, spoke so passionately on the subject in the wake of the World 
Baseball Classic was a massive step towards making this dream a 
reality. 

And good on McDavid and others for speaking out. 

Because for all of the hurdles on the horizon for bringing back the World 
Cup of Hockey and eventually the Olympics — and yes, we understand 
there are some significant hurdles — if the players truly want this, there 
will be a pathway to making it happen. 

When it comes to helping grow the sport both within North America and 
especially globally, there is no better way to do so. 

That’s why it’s so important to keep the topic on the front burner. 

“I think back to my childhood and watching 2002 in Salt Lake City. I was 
pretty young but that was incredible. Then 2006 and with 2010 and the 
Olympics being in Canada, I would have been 13 or 14 at the time and 
that was just unreal,” Winnipeg Jets defenceman Josh Morrissey said 
during a recent interview. “Being Canadian and seeing them win in 
Canada was awesome, but the thing is, it grows the game so much 
more. You don’t get that many opportunities when you get the best 
players on that world stage, where you’re not just being covered in North 
America and some of the European countries, but worldwide. 

“It’s been disappointing that we haven’t had that in the game for a while. 
It’s tough. As a fan, I would love to see it and one: it grows the game and 
two: people rally around their countries. If you look at the World Cup in 
soccer, it’s the best. Stanley Cup playoffs, the Olympics, those are the 
best things to watch and I wish that we had them going.” 

For Morrissey, it wasn’t just the Golden Goal that stood out at the time. 
He couldn’t get enough of the entire event. 

“I think I watched every game. Guys that I was idolizing. Sidney Crosby, 
Jarome Iginla, the list goes on and on with that team,” said Morrissey. 
“As a Canadian kid, having that pride in my country. I just remember the 
day of the game, the whole country was stopped. When we were driving 
home and racing to get home and watch the game, it was quiet on the 
streets. It’s almost like what you see around the holidays, on a Christmas 
morning or something like that or New Year’s Day. 

“I look at the next part of my career, all of the Hockey Canada events, 
Under-17, Under-18, world junior, world championships. That template of 
Canada winning in 2010, that’s what you wanted to carry on, even 
though they were much smaller events but still, you feel that pride as a 
Canadian and I still remember where I was when Sid scored that goal.” 
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Anaheim Ducks head coach Dallas Eakins lives and works in a market 
where two of the best players in baseball ply their trade with the Los 
Angeles Angels and he was glued to the TV watching those teammates 
go head to head in the WBC final featuring the United States and Japan. 

“As a fan and if I was an elite player — which I am not — I don’t see how 
you would want anything else but to see the absolute best against the 
absolute best,” said Eakins, noting he realizes that there is a lot of work 
that goes into it at both the league and NHLPA levels. “I think the league 
has done an incredible job at promoting our game. It continues to grow 
and maybe (bringing back a best-on-best tournament) will help it. I 
personally think it would, but that’s way above my pay grade. 

“As a coach, you already watch a lot of hockey. If I miss a period of a 
game here or there, I’m not that concerned about it. I would not miss a 
period of those (best-on-best) games, that’s for sure.” 

And that’s the point. 

Best-on-best hockey has the potential to be must-see TV. 

Not just for those who are already passionate about the sport, but for 
those who have yet to be drawn in by the action on the ice. 

Eakins was a teenager when Lemieux and Gretzky played together for 
the first time at the 1987 Canada Cup. 

Just imagine the possibilities for teams that would include McDavid, 
Nathan MacKinnon and Sidney Crosby or Auston Matthews with Jack 
Eichel and Jack Hughes or Mikko Rantanen, Sebastian Aho and Patrik 
Laine. 

The possibilities are endless and it’s not just the established hockey 
communities that will benefit. 

Watching the best at their craft on the world stage might inspire someone 
from a place where hockey is currently an afterthought to make it one 
day, maybe even become a bona fide star. 

“I don’t even think you have to be a fan of the sport,” said Eakins. “I’ll go 
to baseball games to kick back and relax and watch the game and kind of 
enjoy it. I’m not a (big) baseball fan, but I watched a ton of that (WBC) 
game the other day, just because it was the best against the best. 

“Those Canada Cups and those players on the ice together, it’s amazing 
to think about that and how you felt as a kid coming up. I think that really 
drives the game at the youth level. You can really get kids interested and 
even more passionate and more inspired to play.” 

I couldn't agree more. 

Some of my early hockey memories include watching the 1980 Miracle 
on Ice at my Grandma Derksen’s house. 

Did I have a true grasp of what that moment meant as a five-year-old? 

Not at all. But you could tell it was special. 

To this day, when New York Islanders great Ken Morrow is in the building 
or shown on a scoreboard, my mind goes back to that Team USA 
moment. 

Watching the 1987 Canada Cup fuelled my personal passion for hockey 
and only enhanced my appreciation for players like Gretzky, Lemieux 
and the late Dale Hawerchuk. 

Los Angeles Kings head coach Todd McLellan was the bench boss for 
the Team North America club that generated so much buzz at the last 
edition of the World Cup. 

When asked a question about best-on-best hockey at the Kings practice 
facility in El Segundo, McLellan shared some of the various points of 
view. 

“There are a lot of different perspectives when you promote your opinion. 
Todd, the fan, I want to see it, it’s great,” said McLellan. “Todd, the 
coach, I have some concerns about the high-end athletes that end up in 

these events. If you lose one (to injury), then what? Todd, the owner, I’m 
not but I would be even more concerned about that. So, there’s different 
levels of concern and rightfully so for everyone involved. 

“But that experience with Team North America was outstanding. Look at 
that roster, and some of the players left off (it), they’re the superstars 
right now in the league. That team was unique, it was a lot of fun and an 
outstanding experience for me individually and I hope for the players as 
well.” 

Jets winger Nikolaj Ehlers was part of the Denmark team that went on a 
Cinderella run at the World Junior Hockey Championship in 2015 and he 
saw the impact that moment had on the sport in his country. 

He took enormous pride in seeing the growth of the hockey program and 
also helped Denmark qualify for the 2022 Olympics, only to be denied the 
opportunity to be an Olympian when the NHL and IIHF couldn’t come to 
an agreement to send NHL players to the event. 

“It’s something Denmark has battled for for many years and we hadn’t 
been able to make it and we had guys crying when we won in Norway (to 
qualify for 2022). Even though I wasn’t able to go, watching Denmark do 
well and play well at a tournament like that, I was proud,” said Ehlers. 
“When you have great results with your national team in tournaments like 
that, it creates a buzz around the country that gets more kids to start 
playing (hockey). 

“When we played in the world junior in Toronto, we were called the 
darlings and we lost 8-0 to Canada in the quarterfinal and we got a 
standing ovation after the game. It was pretty special. When you see the 
best players play hockey against each other, that’s exciting for everyone 
and that’s the stuff that grows the game as well as you can.” 

Jets goalie Connor Hellebuyck got a taste of international play at the IIHF 
World Men’s Hockey Championship and was the third goalie at the 2016 
World Cup of Hockey and he’s eager for another shot when the stakes 
are even higher. 

“Anytime you can showcase the players and the league in a different 
way, it seems to go over well,” said Hellebuyck. “Anytime you get the 
best on best, it just shows true talent and true talent comes out.” 

Jets centre Pierre-Luc Dubois is someone who keeps an eye on many 
sports with global appeal and he came to this discussion armed with 
some numbers to support his beliefs. 

“There’s a lot of things where the NHL is behind, in terms of other 
sports,” said Dubois. “I love watching other sports to see what they do 
and what not. You see numbers and viewerships and they don’t lie. 
Everybody has their own opinions but at the end of the day, numbers 
don’t lie. If we really want to grow the game, this is how you do it. 

“I saw a Tweet that said Bryce Harper’s home run in the (2022) World 
Series had five million views in six months. Trea Turner’s walk-off home 
run had six million views in three hours. If we want to grow the game - 
and I think everybody is on board for that - if we keep doing the same 
things and expect different results, you know what they say about people 
that do that. (Best on best) would be great, it would be fun, players would 
love it and fans would love it. I don’t know why we shouldn’t.” 

Are there concerns about an elite player suffering an injury like the one 
that will keep New York Mets pitcher Edwin Diaz out for the entire 
season? 

Of course. 

But you can make the argument that injuries, while unfortunate, are a 
part of the game when it’s played at any level and can happen every 
single day, on and off the ice. 

Is something like insurance a legitimate concern for a sport and its 
players involved with a multi-billion dollar business? 

Naturally, but it has to be worth the short and long-term investment at the 
end of the day. 
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The sooner the NHL and the NHLPA can come to an agreement on the 
proper path forward for the next best-on-best event, the better off the 
sport is going to be. 

“I hope so,” said Morrissey, asked if he was confident the issues would 
be sorted out sooner rather than later. “When you look at the star power 
in the game right now, it’s as good as it's ever been and with the 
technology and the way media is distributed around the world, it’s easier 
than it's ever been before when you have the best on best in those 
opportunities. 

“Obviously there are reasons we haven’t been involved, but I sure hope 
so. I think it’s just a shame we haven’t seen MacKinnon, McDavid, 
Matthews and guys like that compete against each other in the Olympics 
in events like that. I would love to have the opportunity at some point of 
my career to play on that kind of stage and to be considered for a team 
like that. So the answer is unequivocally, yes. I hope we get that 
(opportunity) and we get it soon.” 

RAPID FIRE 

If you thought the Minnesota Wild would simply fold the tent after losing 
star forward Kirill Kaprizov to a knee injury earlier this month, you thought 
wrong. Not only have the Wild found a way to stay afloat in the Western 
Conference, they woke up Sunday morning in sole possession of top 
spot in the Central Division, one point up on the Dallas Stars with nine 
games left to play for each team. They’ve gone 5-1-2 in Kaprizov’s 
absence and the lone loss in regulation was to the league-leading Boston 
Bruins. 

The Colorado Avalanche aren’t going away either. After Sunday 
afternoon’s shootout win against the Arizona Coyotes, the Avalanche 
have gone 15-4-1 over the past 20 outings. Colorado is inching towards 
full health and their star players have been on fire of late. Centre Nathan 
MacKinnon was riding an 11-game point streak before Sunday and 
collected his 30th multi-point game of the season on Friday, moving him 
into a tie with Toronto Maple Leafs forward Mitch Marner for sixth in the 
NHL in points (93). Defenceman Cale Makar became the Avalanche 
franchise leader for game-winning goals on Friday, notching the 19th of 
his career to move past Tyson Barrie. Entering Sunday, Makar had four 
goals and 19 points during a nine-game point streak, so it’s safe to say 
he’s rounding into form after returning to full health. 

The New Jersey Devils became the third NHL team to reach 100 points 
for the season and by doing so, punched their ticket to the Stanley Cup 
playoffs for the first time since 2018. That’s an impressive achievement 
and given the up-tempo style they play, the Devils figure to be a team 
that’s going to be fun to watch as the stakes get higher. Although the 
Jack Adams Trophy should belong to Jim Montgomery of the Bruins, 
Lindy Ruff should be on a lot of ballots for the coach of the year award, 
that’s for sure. 

A quick stick tap is in order for New York Islanders forward Zach Parise, 
who has quietly put together an impressive season. At the age of 38, 
Parise sits third on the Islanders in goals with 20, sitting behind only 
Brock Nelson (32) and Anders Lee (27). The Islanders don’t score easily 
or often and quite simply, they wouldn’t be in the chase for a wild card 
spot in the Eastern Conference were it not for the production of Parise, 
who has 31 points in 74 games and hit the 20-goal mark for the 11th time 
in his career but the first time since 2019-20 when he was still a member 
of the Minnesota Wild. 
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