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Why is Hurricanes defenseman Brady Skjei scoring so many goals? ‘It’s a confidence 
thing’ 

By Chip Alexander 
Raleigh 

Brady Skjei of the Carolina Hurricanes is generally 
acknowledged as the best golfer — and one of the best 
overall athletes — on the team. 
Skjei, who turned 29 Sunday, was a quarterback in high 
school. He played hockey for the University of Minnesota 
and for USA Hockey’s National Team Development Program 
before being a first-round draft pick by the New York 
Rangers in 2012. 
But a scoring defenseman? Before this season, Skjei had not 
scored more than nine goals in a season at any level — last 
year for the Hurricanes.  
All that has changed this season. Skjei’s goal Sunday in the 
Canes’ 4-3 shootout loss to the Boston Bruins was his 16th, 
ranking him fifth among all NHL defensemen. 
What, in the name of Gary Bettman, is going on here? 
“I don’t think there’s a lot different this year,” said Brett 
Pesce, Skjei’s defensive partner. “He’s always been able to 
jump into plays and find those soft areas. He has such a 
good shot and he’s so accurate. It’s not surprising at all to 
me how many goals he’s got this year.” 
Skjei, a good-natured type, is the kind to shrug off such talk. 
Good teammates make for good things, he’ll say. The puck’s 
going in, better luck, all that. 
“I think it’s always been in me,” Skjei said in an interview last 
week. “The last four or five years I’ve been just under that 
10-goal mark. This year obviously it’s gotten a little above 
that.  
“Obviously I’ve been getting some good looks. But I’ve been 
pretty accurate. I’ve been picking the corners that I’ve seen 
and luckily they’ve been going in.” 
In Sunday’s game at PNC Arena, the Canes went into the 
third period facing a 3-1 deficit to the Bruins. Martin Necas 
was wide left with a shot, the puck bouncing hard off the end 
boards and back toward the left circle, where Skjei was alone 
and waiting. 
Skjei’s top-shelf shot, high to the glove side, easily beat 
goalie Jeremy Swayman and livened up PNC Arena. 
Sebastian Aho soon tied the score, but Skjei’s goal 1:37 into 
the final period was the early spark. 
To have Skjei open and unmarked in the left circle has been 
a good thing for Carolina. He doesn’t have the left-circle 
cannon of, say, Alex Ovechkin, but has been able to put the 
puck on net quickly and with some zip. 
“I don’t know what it is, but walking down that left side I’ve 
had more time more often than not in the past.” Skjei said 
last week. “I don’t know if that’s just luck or the way the plays 
happen. I don’t know how many times I’ve been walking 

down like that and I’ve had some room to skate in and shoot. 
Hopefully I can keep it going.” 
The four NHL defensemen with more than 16 goals through 
Sunday’s games: Erik Karlsson of San Jose (22), former 
Canes teammate Dougie Hamilton of New Jersey (19), 
Roman Josi of Nashville (18) and Cale Makar of Colorado 
(17). That’s pretty decent company. 
Skjei said he has never worked with a shooting instructor or 
coach to improve his velocity or alter his release. 
“It’s a confidence thing,” he said. “When you’re feeling it, you 
shoot it a little harder and a little more accurately. And I 
definitely have confidence right now shooting the puck.” 
Carolina is still adjusting to the loss of forward Andrei 
Svechnikov, lost for the season to a torn ACL. Any added 
offensive punch from the blue line is both needed and 
welcomed. 
“There’s still a feeling-out period for us because he did so 
much for us with that offensive-threat mentality,” Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said Sunday of Svechnikov. “We 
can’t really replace that, so we’re kind of finding different 
ways to get it done. (Skjei) has had a great year, so we’re 
picking up goals from areas where we didn’t necessarily 
think we’d have them.” 
The Canes counted on that from defenseman Brent Burns 
and have gotten it: 13 goals and 41 assists. The Canes 
recently traded for Shayne Gostisbehere, who has some 
offensive flair, to help run a power-play unit, and the others 
on the back end have chipped in with goals — Jalen 
Chatfield’s snipe spurred a three-goal third period in the 
Canes’ 3-2 road win over the Rangers last week. 
“We have to have it. There’s just no way around it,” 
Brind’Amour said Sunday. 
With 10 games to play in the regular season, Carolina (47-
16-9) held a three-point lead in the Metropolitan Division over 
second-place New Jersey with 103 points through Sunday’s 
games. The finish line is in sight, but there’s still hockey to be 
played. 
“I think it’s important to win the division,” Pesce said last 
week. “You always want to be the best and it starts with the 
division, and it’s obviously important to have home ice in the 
playoffs.” 
The Canes have run a gauntlet of tough teams and games 
the past week: the Rangers twice, Toronto Maple Leafs, 
Bruins. They have the Tampa Bay Lightning coming in 
Tuesday at PNC Arena. 
“It’s been tough and it’s not going to get any easier, either,” 
Skjei said Sunday. “It’s been a good stretch of hockey, kind 
of getting us ready for that playoff atmosphere and playoff 
type hockey.” 
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NHL playoff standings: The Kings’ case to win the West 

By Tim Kavanagh 

The Los Angeles Kings have been one of the NHL's hottest 
teams recently, earning at least one point in each of their 
past 12 games (10-0-2), putting themselves two points and 
one regulation win behind the Western Conference-leading 
Vegas Golden Knights heading into tonight's game against 
the Calgary Flames (9 ET, NHL Power Play on ESPN+). 
How likely are they to eclipse the Knights and earn the 
West's No. 1 seed? 
After tonight's matchup, they'll face the Edmonton Oilers 
twice, and they'll also play the Knights, Seattle Kraken and 
Colorado Avalanche. They'll also twice play the Vancouver 
Canucks -- who are on a recent heater of their own, despite 
their spot in the standings -- and close out the season 
against the lowly Anaheim Ducks. 
It's a tough schedule, but the Knights also face a tough path; 
they have two games apiece against the Minnesota Wild and 
Kraken, along with the game against L.A. and a showdown 
with the Dallas Stars, along with contests against the San 
Jose Sharks and Nashville Predators. 
Money Puck gives Vegas the edge here, with a 61% chance 
to win the Pacific, compared with 31.7% for the Kings. 
As we enter the final stretch of the regular season, it's time to 
check all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying 
for position in the 2023 NHL draft lottery. 
Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 
A1 Boston Bruins vs. WC2 Pittsburgh Penguins 
A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 
M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 New York Islanders 
M2 New Jersey Devils vs. M3 New York Rangers 
Western Conference 
C1 Minnesota Wild vs. WC1 Seattle Kraken 
C2 Colorado Avalanche vs. C3 Dallas Stars 
P1 Vegas Golden Knights vs. WC2 Winnipeg Jets 
P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Edmonton Oilers 

Tuesday's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All games not on ESPN, TNT or 
NHL Network are available via NHL Power Play, which is 
included in an ESPN+ subscription (local blackout 
restrictions apply). 
Nashville Predators at Boston Bruins, 7 p.m. 
Tampa Bay Lightning at Carolina Hurricanes, 7 p.m. 
Pittsburgh Penguins at Detroit Red Wings, 7 p.m. 
Columbus Blue Jackets at New York Rangers, 7 p.m. 
Montreal Canadiens at Philadelphia Flyers, 7 p.m. 
Vancouver Canucks at St. Louis Blues, 8 p.m. 
Dallas Stars at Chicago Blackhawks 8:30 p.m. 
Los Angeles Kings at Calgary Flames, 9 p.m. 
Edmonton Oilers at Vegas Golden Knights, 10 p.m. 
(ESPN+/Hulu) 
Winnipeg Jets at San Jose Sharks, 10:30 p.m. 

Monday's scoreboard 

Montreal Canadiens 4, Buffalo Sabres 3 (SO) 
Ottawa Senators 5, Florida Panthers 2 
New York Islanders 5, New Jersey Devils 1 
Minnesota Wild 5, Seattle Kraken 1 
Colorado Avalanche 5, Anaheim Ducks 1 
Edmonton Oilers 5, Arizona Coyotes 4 

Expanded standings 
Atlantic Division 
y - Boston Bruins 

Points: 119 
Regulation wins: 49 
Playoff position: A1 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 134 
Next game: vs. NSH (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 100% 
Tragic number: N/A 

x - Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 97 
Regulation wins: 37 
Playoff position: A2 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 109 
Next game: vs. FLA (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: 100% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 90 
Regulation wins: 34 
Playoff position: A3 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 100 
Next game: @ CAR (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 79 
Regulation wins: 31 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 88 
Next game: @ TOR (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: 21% 
Tragic number: 14 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 77 
Regulation wins: 27 
Playoff position: N/A 
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Games left: 9 
Points pace: 87 
Next game: vs. NYR (Friday) 
Playoff chances: 5% 
Tragic number: 14 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 77 
Regulation wins: 29 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 85 
Next game: vs. PHI (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 3% 
Tragic number: 12 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 71 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 10 
Points pace: 81 
Next game: vs. PIT (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 10 

Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 66 
Regulation wins: 20 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 73 
Next game: @ PHI (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 1 

Metropolitan Division 
x - Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 103 
Regulation wins: 35 
Playoff position: M1 
Games left: 10 
Points pace: 117 
Next game: vs. TB (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 100% 
Tragic number: N/A 

x - New Jersey Devils 

Points: 100 
Regulation wins: 34 
Playoff position: M2 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 111 
Next game: vs. NYR (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 100% 
Tragic number: N/A 

x - New York Rangers 

Points: 96 
Regulation wins: 33 
Playoff position: M3 
Games left: 9 

Points pace: 108 
Next game: vs. CBJ (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 100% 
Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 85 
Regulation wins: 33 
Playoff position: WC1 
Games left: 7 
Points pace: 93 
Next game: @ WSH (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: 88% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 82 
Regulation wins: 27 
Playoff position: WC2 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 92 
Next game: @ DET (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 82% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 76 
Regulation wins: 26 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 84 
Next game: vs. NYI (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: 1% 
Tragic number: 11 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 68 
Regulation wins: 25 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 10 
Points pace: 77 
Next game: vs. MTL (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 7 

e - Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 53 
Regulation wins: 15 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 10 
Points pace: 60 
Next game: @ NYR (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 0% 
Tragic number: E 

Central Division 
Minnesota Wild 

Points: 95 
Regulation wins: 31 
Playoff position: C1 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 105 
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Next game: @ COL (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 94 
Regulation wins: 31 
Playoff position: C2 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 106 
Next game: vs. MIN (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 92 
Regulation wins: 32 
Playoff position: C3 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 103 
Next game: @ CHI (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 85 
Regulation wins: 31 
Playoff position: WC2 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 94 
Next game: @ SJ (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 79% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 80 
Regulation wins: 26 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 10 
Points pace: 91 
Next game: @ BOS (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 9% 
Tragic number: 16 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 72 
Regulation wins: 25 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 81 
Next game: vs. VAN (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 6 

e - Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 67 
Regulation wins: 20 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 7 
Points pace: 73 
Next game: vs. DAL (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 
Tragic number: E 

e - Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 54 
Regulation wins: 16 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 61 
Next game: vs. DAL (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 0% 
Tragic number: E 

Pacific Division 
Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 98 
Regulation wins: 34 
Playoff position: P1 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 110 
Next game: vs. EDM (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 96 
Regulation wins: 33 
Playoff position: P2 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 108 
Next game: @ CGY (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 93 
Regulation wins: 38 
Playoff position: P3 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 103 
Next game: @ VGK (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Seattle Kraken 

Points: 88 
Regulation wins: 31 
Playoff position: WC1 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 99 
Next game: vs. ANA (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 81 
Regulation wins: 27 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 90 
Next game: vs. LA (Tuesday) 
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Playoff chances: 14% 
Tragic number: 13 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 73 
Regulation wins: 22 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 82 
Next game: @ STL (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 7 

e - Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 56 
Regulation wins: 13 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 62 
Next game: @ SEA (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 0% 
Tragic number: E 

e - San Jose Sharks 

Points: 53 
Regulation wins: 14 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 60 
Next game: vs. WPG (Tuesday) 
Playoff chances: 0% 
Tragic number: E 
Y -- Clinched division; X -- Clinched playoff berth; E -- 
Eliminated from playoff contention 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order of the 
first round, so the team that finishes in last place is not 
guaranteed the No. 1 selection. As of 2021, a team might 
move up a maximum of 10 spots if it wins the lottery, so only 
11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 pick. Full 
details on the process can be found here. Sitting No. 1 on 
the draft board for this summer is Connor Bedard, who has 
been lauded as a generational talent. 

1. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 53 
Regulation wins: 14 

2. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 53 
Regulation wins: 15 

3. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 54 
Regulation wins: 16 

4. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 56 
Regulation wins: 13 

5. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 66 
Regulation wins: 20 

6. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 67 
Regulation wins: 20 

7. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 68 
Regulation wins: 25 

8. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 71 
Regulation wins: 24 

9. St. Louis Blues 

Points: 72 
Regulation wins: 25 

10. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 73 
Regulation wins: 22 

11. Washington Capitals 

Points: 76 
Regulation wins: 26 

12. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 77 
Regulation wins: 27 

13. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 77 
Regulation wins: 29 

14. Florida Panthers* 

Points: 79 
Regulation wins: 31 

15. Nashville Predators 

Points: 80 
Regulation wins: 26 

16. Calgary Flames 

Points: 81 
Regulation wins: 27 
*Notes on traded picks impacting the top 16:  

 Montreal will receive Florida's first-round pick as a 
result of the trade last season that sent Ben Chiarot 
to the Panthers. 
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NHL playoff picture: Updated standings, what the postseason matchups currently look like 

The field for the 2023 Stanley Cup Playoffs is rounding into 
form with less a month left in the regular season 

By Austin Nivison 

With one month left in the 2022-23 NHL season, the playoff 
races are really heating up. Valuable points are on the line 
every night, and the games will be more intense because of 
it. 
At this point, only the Boston Bruins, Carolina Hurricanes, 
and New Jersey Devils have clinched a playoff spot, but 
everyone else is trying to punch their ticket to the 2023 
Stanley Cup Playoffs. Below is a comprehensive look at the 
NHL playoff picture as it currently stands. 
Reminder of how the NHL playoff seeding works: The top 
three teams in each division automatically qualify for the 
playoffs, and each conference has two wild card spots. The 
top division winner in each conference will play the second 
wild card team, and the other division winner will play the first 
wild card team. The second-place and third-place teams in 
each division will match up with one another in the first 
round. 
*Regulation wins are the first tiebreaker, and regulation plus 
overtime wins are the second tiebreaker. 

Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

1. Boston Bruins | 57-11-5 | 119 points (x) 
The Bruins have already clinched a playoff berth, and they 
hold an 16-point edge on the Hurricanes in the race for the 
President's Trophy. 
Points percentage: .815 
Regulation wins: 49 
Regulation plus overtime wins: 57 
Current first-round matchup: Pittsburgh Penguins 
2. Toronto Maple Leafs | 44-20-9 | 97 points 
Barring an epic meltdown, it appears that the Maple Leafs 
should be locked into the No. 2 seed in the Atlantic Division 
in the East. Another first-round matchup with the Lightning 
will await. 
Points percentage: .664 
Regulation wins: 37 
Regulation plus overtime wins: 44 
Current first-round matchup: Tampa Bay Lightning 
3. Tampa Bay Lightning | 42-26-6 | 90 points 
The Lightning are on quite a nosedive with a four-game 
losing streak. They'll need to get things right before the 
postseason rolls around in a few weeks. 
Points percentage: .608 
Regulation wins: 34 
Regulation plus overtime wins: 42 
Current first-round matchup: Toronto Maple Leafs 

Metropolitan Division 

1. Carolina Hurricanes | 47-16-9 | 103 points (x) 

Carolina and New Jersey are neck-in-neck for the 
Metropolitan Division race, but the Hurricanes did clinch a 
playoff berth over the weekend.  

 Points percentage: .715 
 Regulation wins: 35 
 Regulation plus overtime wins: 47 
 Current first-round matchup: New York Islanders 

2. New Jersey Devils | 45-18-7 | 97 points (x) 
The Devils clinched a playoff berth with a 5-3 win over the 
Senators on Saturday. New Jersey is still within striking 
distance of first place in the Metropolitan Division behind 
Carolina. 

 Points percentage: .721 
 Regulation wins: 33 
 Regulation plus overtime wins: 45 
 Current first-round matchup: New York Rangers 

3. New York Rangers | 43-20-10 | 96 points 
The Rangers have finally found their groove with six wins 
across their last seven contests. Goalie Igor Shesterkin has 
posted just a 2.09 goals-against-average this month to lead 
the way. 

 Points percentage: .658 
 Regulation wins: 33 
 Regulation plus overtime wins: 43 
 Current first-round matchup: New Jersey Devils 

Wild Card 

1. New York Islanders | 37-28-9 | 83 points 
The Islanders continue to hold the top Wild Card spot in the 
Eastern Conference. However, tough back-to-back losses 
now have the Penguins nipping at their heels. 

 Points percentage: .561 
 Regulation wins: 32 
 Regulation plus overtime wins: 37 
 Current first-round matchup: Carolina Hurricanes 

2. Pittsburgh Penguins | 36-27-10 | 82 points 
What a difference a week makes. Over the past week, the 
Penguins have looked like a completely different team with 
victories over the Avalanche and Capitals.  

 Points percentage: .562 
 Regulation wins: 27 
 Regulation plus overtime wins: 36 
 Current first-round matchup: Boston Bruins 

In the Hunt 

3. Florida Panthers | 36-30-7 | 79 points 
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The Panthers fell out of the second Wild Card spot due to the 
Penguins' recent hot streak, but only trail by three points with 
two weeks to go. 

 Points percentage: .541 
 Regulation wins: 31 
 Regulation plus overtime wins: 36 
 Current first-round matchup: N/A 

4. Buffalo Sabres | 35-31-6 | 76 points 
The Sabres got a pair of much-needed wins to stay in the 
playoff race, but they're still six points behind the Penguins 
for the second Wild Card spot. It's going to be a tough road if 
Buffalo wants to become postseason bound. 

 Points percentage: .528 
 Regulation wins: 27 
 Regulation plus overtime wins: 35 
 Current first-round matchup: N/A 

5. Washington Capitals | 34-32-8 | 76 points 
The Capitals continues to hang around the playoff race 
despite selling off a few assets at the trade deadline.  

 Points percentage: .514 
 Regulation wins: 26 
 Regulation plus overtime wins: 34 
 Current first-round matchup: N/A 

6. Ottawa Senators | 35-33-5 | 76 points 
The Senators have just two wins over their last nine games, 
so it's sink-or-swim time if they want to make the playoffs. 

 Points percentage: .514 
 Regulation wins: 28 
 Regulation plus overtime wins: 35 
 Current first-round matchup: N/A 

Western Conference 

Central Division 

1. Minnesota Wild | 42-22-9 | 93 points 
Just one single point separates the Wild, Avalanche, and 
Stars for the top spot in the Central Division. It's safe to say 
that this will be a seesaw battle as we come down the stretch 
of the regular season. 

 Points percentage: .637 
 Regulation wins: 30 
 Regulation plus overtime wins: 42 
 Current first-round matchup: Seattle Kraken 

2. Colorado Avalanche | 43-23-6 | 92 points 
The defending Stanley Cup champions have overcome 
several injuries, and still have a chance to win the division 
crown. It's a pretty remarkable feat all things considered. 

 Points percentage: .639 
 Regulation wins: 30 
 Regulation plus overtime wins: 43 
 Current first-round matchup: Dallas Stars 

3. Dallas Stars | 39-20-14 | 92 points 

The Stars have dropped four of their last six games, and 
have fallen out of the top spot in the Central. A pivotal 
contest against the Avalanche on Saturday awaits them later 
in the week. 

 Points percentage: .630 
 Regulation wins: 32 
 Regulation plus overtime wins: 39 
 Current first-round matchup: Colorado Avalanche 

Pacific Division 

1. Vegas Golden Knights | 46-21-6 | 98 points 
The Golden Knights have gotten hot at the right time with 
eight wins across their last nine games. Vegas has its sights 
on being the top seed in the West. 

 Points percentage: .671 
 Regulation wins: 34 
 Regulation plus overtime wins: 46 
 Current first-round matchup: Winnipeg Jets 

2. Los Angeles Kings | 43-20-10 | 96 points 
The Kings continue to give the Golden Knights a run for their 
money in the Pacific Division, and have been on fire 
offensively.  

 Points percentage: .658 
 Regulation wins: 33 
 Regulation plus overtime wins: 43 
 Current first-round matchup: Edmonton Oilers 

3. Edmonton Oilers | 41-23-9 | 91 points 
The Oilers have looked like a much-improved team since the 
trade deadline. Connor McDavid is having a season for the 
ages, and has led the squad to five wins over their last six 
games. 

 Points percentage: .623 
 Regulation wins: 37 
 Regulation plus overtime wins: 41 
 Current first-round matchup: Los Angeles Kings 

Wild Card 

1. Seattle Kraken | 40-24-8 | 88 points 
The Kraken aren't out of the Pacific Division race yet, but 
hold onto the top Wild Card spot for now. Either way, Seattle 
will be postseason bound in just its second NHL season. 

 Points percentage: .611 
 Regulation wins: 31 
 Regulation plus overtime wins: 40 
 Current first-round matchup: Minnesota Wild 

2. Winnipeg Jets | 41-30-3 | 85 points 
The Jets currently hold a four-point edge over the Flames for 
the second Wild Card spot in the Western Conference. 
Games against Detroit and San Jose this week should help 
them keep that advantage. 

 Points percentage: .574 
 Regulation wins: 31 
 Regulation plus overtime wins: 41 
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 Current first-round matchup: Vegas Golden Knights 

In the Hunt 

3. Calgary Flames | 33-26-15 | 81 points 
Consistency has been an issue for the Flames this season, 
but they're still only four points out of the final Wild Card 
playoff spot. While losing three of its last five games isn't 
ideal, Calgary does have a relatively easy schedule the rest 
of the way. 
Points percentage: .547 
Regulation wins: 27 

Regulation plus overtime wins: 33 
Current first-round matchup: N/A 
4. Nashville Predators | 36-28-8 | 80 points 
While they were sellers at the trade deadline, the Predators 
are still hanging on by a thread in the Wild Card race. 
However, Nashville dropped back-to-back contests over the 
weekend, which didn't help their postseason chances. 
Points percentage: .556 
Regulation wins: 26 
Regulation plus overtime wins: 36 
Current first-round matchup: N/A 

 

 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article273631955.html#storylink=mainstage_lead 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/35967642/nhl-playoff-standings-kings-case-win-west 
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-power-rankings-oilers-join-kings-avalanche-as-western-conference-juggernauts/ 
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Why is Hurricanes defenseman Brady Skjei scoring so many goals? ‘It’s 
a confidence thing’ 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

Raleigh-Brady Skjei of the Carolina Hurricanes is generally 
acknowledged as the best golfer — and one of the best overall athletes 
— on the team. 

Skjei, who turned 29 Sunday, was a quarterback in high school. He 
played hockey for the University of Minnesota and for USA Hockey’s 
National Team Development Program before being a first-round draft 
pick by the New York Rangers in 2012. 

But a scoring defenseman? Before this season, Skjei had not scored 
more than nine goals in a season at any level — last year for the 
Hurricanes. 

All that has changed this season. Skjei’s goal Sunday in the Canes’ 4-3 
shootout loss to the Boston Bruins was his 16th, ranking him fifth among 
all NHL defensemen. 

What, in the name of Gary Bettman, is going on here? 

“I don’t think there’s a lot different this year,” said Brett Pesce, Skjei’s 
defensive partner. “He’s always been able to jump into plays and find 
those soft areas. He has such a good shot and he’s so accurate. It’s not 
surprising at all to me how many goals he’s got this year.” 

Skjei, a good-natured type, is the kind to shrug off such talk. Good 
teammates make for good things, he’ll say. The puck’s going in, better 
luck, all that. 

“I think it’s always been in me,” Skjei said in an interview last week. “The 
last four or five years I’ve been just under that 10-goal mark. This year 
obviously it’s gotten a little above that. 

“Obviously I’ve been getting some good looks. But I’ve been pretty 
accurate. I’ve been picking the corners that I’ve seen and luckily they’ve 
been going in.” 

In Sunday’s game at PNC Arena, the Canes went into the third period 
facing a 3-1 deficit to the Bruins. Martin Necas was wide left with a shot, 
the puck bouncing hard off the end boards and back toward the left 
circle, where Skjei was alone and waiting. 

Skjei’s top-shelf shot, high to the glove side, easily beat goalie Jeremy 
Swayman and livened up PNC Arena. Sebastian Aho soon tied the 
score, but Skjei’s goal 1:37 into the final period was the early spark. 

To have Skjei open and unmarked in the left circle has been a good thing 
for Carolina. He doesn’t have the left-circle cannon of, say, Alex 
Ovechkin, but has been able to put the puck on net quickly and with 
some zip. 

“I don’t know what it is, but walking down that left side I’ve had more time 
more often than not in the past.” Skjei said last week. “I don’t know if 
that’s just luck or the way the plays happen. I don’t know how many times 
I’ve been walking down like that and I’ve had some room to skate in and 
shoot. Hopefully I can keep it going.” 

The four NHL defensemen with more than 16 goals through Sunday’s 
games: Erik Karlsson of San Jose (22), former Canes teammate Dougie 
Hamilton of New Jersey (19), Roman Josi of Nashville (18) and Cale 
Makar of Colorado (17). That’s pretty decent company. 
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Skjei said he has never worked with a shooting instructor or coach to 
improve his velocity or alter his release. 

“It’s a confidence thing,” he said. “When you’re feeling it, you shoot it a 
little harder and a little more accurately. And I definitely have confidence 
right now shooting the puck.” 

Carolina is still adjusting to the loss of forward Andrei Svechnikov, lost for 
the season to a torn ACL. Any added offensive punch from the blue line 
is both needed and welcomed. 

“There’s still a feeling-out period for us because he did so much for us 
with that offensive-threat mentality,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
Sunday of Svechnikov. “We can’t really replace that, so we’re kind of 
finding different ways to get it done. (Skjei) has had a great year, so 
we’re picking up goals from areas where we didn’t necessarily think we’d 
have them.” 

The Canes counted on that from defenseman Brent Burns and have 
gotten it: 13 goals and 41 assists. The Canes recently traded for Shayne 
Gostisbehere, who has some offensive flair, to help run a power-play 
unit, and the others on the back end have chipped in with goals — Jalen 
Chatfield’s snipe spurred a three-goal third period in the Canes’ 3-2 road 
win over the Rangers last week. 

“We have to have it. There’s just no way around it,” Brind’Amour said 
Sunday. 

With 10 games to play in the regular season, Carolina (47-16-9) held a 
three-point lead in the Metropolitan Division over second-place New 
Jersey with 103 points through Sunday’s games. The finish line is in 
sight, but there’s still hockey to be played. 

“I think it’s important to win the division,” Pesce said last week. “You 
always want to be the best and it starts with the division, and it’s 
obviously important to have home ice in the playoffs.” 

The Canes have run a gauntlet of tough teams and games the past 
week: the Rangers twice, Toronto Maple Leafs, Bruins. They have the 
Tampa Bay Lightning coming in Tuesday at PNC Arena. 

“It’s been tough and it’s not going to get any easier, either,” Skjei said 
Sunday. “It’s been a good stretch of hockey, kind of getting us ready for 
that playoff atmosphere and playoff type hockey.” 
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Lightning want to keep bringing the fight 

 

Eduardo A. Encina  

 

BRANDON — After losing three straight road games, and ahead of 
playing the league-leading Bruins, the Lightning held a team meeting. 
They were heading in the wrong direction, with a 7-2 defeat in Ottawa the 
previous day leaving them particularly sour. 

This team isn’t the same one that won back-to-back Stanley Cups. More 
than half of the roster has changed since last lifting the Cup at Amalie 
Arena in 2021. Still, the team’s core knows what it takes to win in the 
playoffs. 

And a group that has been meandering through the second half of the 
regular season needed a reminder. 

On that practice day Friday in Boston, the Lightning’s team meeting 
included watching videos of some of their greatest hits from the recent 
Cup runs, highlights of the tight checking, shot blocking and physicality 
that were key ingredients in their championship recipe. 

“It kind of got us going a little bit,” Lightning defenseman Mikhail 
Sergachev said Monday. “We obviously know what we’ve got to do. We 
have to bring that fire.” 

Even though the Lightning’s regulation losing streak grew to four after the 
2-1 loss in Boston, their play against the Bruins was different. And it 
wasn’t just because Ross Colton and Pat Maroon dropped their gloves 
seconds after the game started, though that certainly sent a message. 

“It’s never fun when you’re not winning, but there’s some time to just 
figure out that identity that we need, what’s been successful in the past,” 
Lightning captain Steven Stamkos said. “I think we saw a little more of 
what it needs to be in terms of the Boston game. And listen, not everyone 
has to go out there and fight. We’ve got guys that are certainly willing to 
do that and are very good at that. 

Bruins right wing Garnet Hathaway (21) is taken down by Lightning 
defenseman Mikhail Sergachev during Saturday's game. 

Bruins right wing Garnet Hathaway (21) is taken down by Lightning 
defenseman Mikhail Sergachev during Saturday's game. [ STUART 
CAHILL | Boston Herald ] 

“But it’s just the mindset of, are we willing to engage in battle and do the 
little things that we’ve done in the playoffs, whether that’s blocking shots, 
whether that’s being physical, whether that backchecking hard. Things 
come more naturally like that when there’s more on the line. And it’s 
tough to have that for an 82-game schedule, but I feel like ... that’s kind 
of been a little bit of a backdoor excuse for us this year and it just hasn’t 
been working. 

“We have the guys that you know are gonna be on our roster come 
playoff time, and let’s go and let’s show that we deserve to be a team 
that can do some damage in the playoffs.” 

Against the Bruins (57-11-5), 16 of 18 Lightning skaters had at least one 
hit (35 total for the team), and six players logged three or more. The 
Lightning also had 18 blocked shots. 

“We didn’t have a great game in Ottawa. I think the team looked 
ourselves in the mirror and we were kind of embarrassed and we knew 
that’s not going to cut it come playoff time,” Lightning center Nick Paul 
said. “It was, ‘OK, we’re playing the Boston Bruins, we need to get our 
jam back, we’ve got nine games left going into the playoffs. It has to start 
now.’ 

We’ll send you news, analysis and commentary on the Bolts weekly 
during the season. 

“Within the group, our leaders were taking charge, just getting us ready, 
saying, ‘Hey, it’s now or never. We can’t just be moping around and 
hoping for things to happen. We have to take charge ourselves..’ 

“I think that was a great example in Boston, a step in the right direction. It 
wasn’t the outcome we wanted, but we battled for each other. We battled 
on the ice. And we just gotta keep bringing that passion.” 

The team returned home for a day off Sunday and was back on the ice at 
the TGH IcePlex for a spirited practice before flying to Raleigh for 
Tuesday’s meeting against the Hurricanes, who also could be a road 
block to another Eastern Conference title. 

Carolina (47-16-9) will be a fitting test for the Lightning (42-26-6) because 
of their physical, high-pressure style of play. They give very little room to 
operate with the puck and are a tight-checking team. The Lightning lost 
the most recent meeting, 6-0 on March 5 in Carolina. 

“We’ve just got to grind our way through it and it’s not just dumping the 
puck and chipping it out, but really playing hard and making it hard on 
teams,” Sergachev said. “Some of the games we lost, it was too easy. 
We’re not hitting, we’re not playing hard. Now we know the recipe. We 
saw it last game.” 
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Here's who Detroit Red Wings expect back — and who they don't, last 10 
games 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   Detroit Free Press 

 

Alex Nedeljkovic will get the start Tuesday when the Detroit Red Wings 
play the first of the 10 games left on the schedule. Whether Ville Husso 
will see another start seems unlikely. 

Coach Derek Lalonde said Monday that Husso "is in a week-long 
evaluation, where he is dealing with getting a couple different opinions," 
on a lower-body injury that has sidelined him since March 23. "He's 
actually feeling better, but he's going through the proper process and it's 
going to take a few days." 

Lalonde described Husso's injury as "something that's been underlying 
probably for a couple years on him, which is very common for his 
position. I think it's just come to the forefront now." Given Husso has not 
practiced for nearly a week, and that the Wings are running out of 
games, it would seem tempting to just shut Husso down for the rest of 
the season. Lalonde said the team would leave that up to the 
professionals. 

DOWN THE STRETCH:Here's what Red Wings must show Steve 
Yzerman in final 10 games 

Forward Robby Fabbri, who hasn't played since suffering a lower-body 
injury March 8, is not "expected back the rest of the year," Lalonde said. 
"I think it's more of a cautious approach with him, looking more towards 
next year." 

Fabbri already has endured three ACL surgeries. Lalonde said if surgery 
is required again this time, "I don't think it's going to be aggressive-type 
surgery. If there is, I think it's a clean-up type thing." 

The Wings already lost forward Michael Rasmussen for the season on 
Feb. 25 when he took a puck off his right kneecap. 

Forward Alex Chiasson did not practice Monday because he was being 
evaluated for an undisclosed injury, but Filip Zadina (lower body) was 
back practicing after missing Saturday's game. Neither he nor 
defenseman Ben Chiarot (upper body, last played March 14) are 
expected to be available as soon as Tuesday's game against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins. 

BACK IN NET: Red Wings turn to Alex Nedeljkovic; Ville Husso could be 
gone for some time 

ROOKIE WALL? How Simon Edvinsson has benefitted from his time with 
Red Wings 

One guy who will stop being affected by whether or not another 
defenseman is injured is Simon Edvinsson. His call-up status has been 
changed from emergency to regular, meaning he can stay past being 
needed if there weren't six healthy regulars. 

The Wings (31-32-9) have lost two in a row, and are 3-11-1 since Feb. 
23, when they were inside the playoff picture. Their slide will at least help 
their draft lottery odds, and Husso's absence, too, has created an 
opportunity for Nedeljkovic to show if he's recovered from the struggles 
that landed him in the minors in January. He and Magnus Hellberg 
project to share the net the last 10 games, with however has the hot 
hand earning the next start. 

"We want to kind of make it down the stretch here with both those guys," 
Lalonde said. "If you play well, you give us a chance, you'll get the net 
again." 
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Here's what Detroit Red Wings must show Steve Yzerman in final 10 
games 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

Continuing to lose over the final 10 games will help the Detroit Red 
Wings in the 2023 NHL draft lottery, from an organizational standpoint. 

But as players keep pointing out: It’s way more fun to win. 

Given the strength of their schedule, fun will be challenging to have. This 
week offers four tests: Tuesday against the Pittsburgh Penguins, 
Thursday against the Carolina Hurricanes, Friday at the Winnipeg Jets, 
and Sunday at the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

The Penguins are battling to secure a wild-card spot in the Eastern 
Conference; the Hurricanes are battling to secure home-ice advantage 
through the first two rounds, the Jets have positioning at stake in the 
Western Conference playoff race, and the Leafs also have home-ice at 
stake. 

The Wings had a scheduled day off Sunday, after playing five games in 
eight days. They won only once in that stretch: Tuesday night, 3-2, in a 
shootout against the St. Louis Blues on the road. They lost two nights 
later, at home to the Blues, and again Saturday on the road against the 
Philadelphia Flyers, dropping to 31-32-9.  

They only need to win once more to match last season’s 32 victories, and 
three more points will match last season’s 74.  

Grounded: Power play fails reeling Detroit Red Wings in 3-0 loss at 
Philadelphia Flyers 

Draft and develop: Steve Yzerman on Detroit Red Wings: Can't pull a 
good team out of a hat 

Beyond this week, the Wings play on the road against the Montreal 
Canadiens, followed by a homestand against the Buffalo Sabres, 
Penguins and Dallas Stars, and then finish on the road against the 
Hurricanes and Tampa Bay Lightning. The Sabres have managed to stay 
in the hunt for a wild-card spot, and the Stars likely still will be battling for 
home-ice advantage. By the time the last two games roll around, 
however, the Hurricanes and Bolts may be locked into playoff spots and 
opt to rest star players.  

It’s on the Wings to find meaning in these remaining games. They’ve 
scored only nine goals over their past six games, and were unable to 
convert on seven power plays in the 3-0 loss to the Flyers.  

Since Feb. 23, when winning seven of eight games gave the Wings a 
brief stay inside the playoff picture, the Wings have gone 3-11-1. Dylan 
Larkin has a team-leading 11 points in those 15 games, but multiple 
players being counted on to score have little to show: Lucas Raymond 
(one goal, six points, minus-9 rating); David Perron (two goals, seven 
points, minus-8 rating); and Andrew Copp (two goals, seven points, 
minus-6 rating). 

Opinion: There's no end in sight for Red Wings rebuild mode under Steve 
Yzerman 

The teams that finish 22nd and lower in the standings have a shot at 
winning the draft lottery (teams can't move up more than 10 spots) and 
selecting first overall; the Wings entered Sunday in 24th place. It's on the 
Wings' current players to use these final few weeks to show the rebuild 
has advanced this season. That will require more performances like the 
ones they put on against the Boston Bruins two weeks ago, when they 
tested the league's top team by playing with energy and cohesion. 

Performances, more than results, are what will matter as the Wings head 
into another long offseason. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 28, 2023 

 

Detroit Free Press LOADED: 03.28.2023 

1272774 Detroit Red Wings 

 

Wojo: Jerry Green deeply respected the game and his craft, right to the 
end 

 

BOB WOJNOWSKI    

 

The press box table was too high and the chair too low. He’d stand up 
and strain to see the field, sit back during the timeouts, then stand and 
strain again. 

Jerry Green had come all this way after all these years and he was going 
to watch Matthew Stafford in the Super Bowl the same way he watched 
every Super Bowl ever played. In person, not on TV, not described by 
someone else, because that’s what writers do. 

Eventually, an NFL official found a taller chair and Jerry settled into his 
seat in SoFi Stadium in Los Angeles to witness Stafford lead the Rams to 
the Super LVI championship. By proxy, it was a Detroit moment, as 
Stafford played 12 years with the Lions and Jerry respected the 
quarterback’s travails. From my seat next to him on that February night in 
2022, I watched as Jerry watched, and could only imagine the sights 
those eyes had seen. 

From the eyes to the mind and then into words, it was what Jerry Green 
did, dutifully and elegantly, as long as perhaps any sports writer who ever 
lived. He passed away last week at 94, after 67 years as a newspaper 
writer, mostly with The Detroit News. Just a few weeks earlier, he’d 
ended his historic Super Bowl streak, the only writer to attend all 56, his 
lungs and his body too frail to reach 57. 

He joked that at least he tied Joe DiMaggio’s 56-game hitting streak, but 
he said it sheepishly, not boastfully. Jerry came from a different time but 
was never tied to time, always eager for the next event, the next season, 
the next Super Bowl. He deeply respected the games, the profession and 
the people he covered, and clung tightly to his objectivity. 

I’ve thought a lot about Jerry in the days since his passing. Visitation is 
Tuesday and Wednesday at A.J. Desmond & Sons Funeral Home in 
Troy. I see him forever in his unpretentious flak-like jacket that looked like 
a fishing vest. In the final few years, it was harder to communicate with 
him, but if you listened closely, you’d be happy you did. 

Jerry was not one to pontificate about the old days or drop heavy 
philosophical advice. One message I remember well, uttered to me about 
five years ago in the Comerica Park press box: “Don’t get old, Robert.” 

Jerry was in that press box as often as he could, filling out his scorebook, 
watching every pitch. Widowed in 2002 when his wife, Nancy, died from 
cancer, Jerry wasn’t going to let another love leave him. He was there 
last spring the day before Miguel Cabrera collected his 3,000th hit, and 
he brought the Sept. 25, 1974 edition of the Detroit News, in which he’d 
chronicled Al Kaline’s 3,000th hit. 

Jerry Green, master wordsmith, legendary historian. He’s here at 
Comerica to watch Miggy go for 3,000. He was there in Baltimore in 1974 
when Kaline got his 3,000th. Yes, that’s him in the column picture, 48 
years ago. pic.twitter.com/M3LqUD6g1J 

— Bob Wojnowski (@bobwojnowski) April 22, 2022 

He posed for photos, happy to talk, grateful to connect eras and stars. He 
famously was one of a handful of writers poolside with Joe Namath in 
1969, back when the Super Bowl was a fledgling little event. He listened 
as Namath touted how his New York Jets were going to beat the 
powerful Colts in Super Bowl III, an upset that ushered in a new NFL era. 

A couple of months ago, Jerry crafted one of his finest columns, after the 
Bills’ Damar Hamlin collapsed on the field. It was the most horrifying 
scene anyone had ever witnessed in an NFL game. 

Well, not everyone. 

Jerry was in Tiger Stadium on Oct. 24, 1971, when Lions receiver Chuck 
Hughes collapsed late in a game against the Bears, the only on-field 
death in NFL history. And Jerry did something amazing in his column. He 
didn’t just remind people the Hamlin incident was not unprecedented. In 
his graceful prose, he actually brought Hughes back to life. 

Jerry wrote about the death itself, but from there he fleshed out the man, 
the 28-year-old backup who wore No. 85 only because he was denied his 
favorite number, 13. Jerry took us to one of the best times of the man’s 
life, to the previous season after the Lions beat the Rams in Los Angeles 
on Monday Night Football. That night, Jerry wandered into the hotel room 
where Lions players were celebrating and saw a man behind the bar, 
laughing and singing with his teammates as he opened bottles of beer. In 
the mind’s eye, Hughes was alive again. 

Jerry was soft-spoken, almost shy, but he stood proudly, and sometimes 
loudly, on his principles. He was a graduate of Brown University and 
served in the U.S. Navy. He wrote as he lived, with understated passion. 
When he and the late Joe Falls worked together in the late 1980s at The 
News, they were opposites, and, at times, adversaries. 

Falls was the bombastic orator who filled a room and a column with 
laughter and opinions. Green was more apt to snark and quip, and his 
writing had clever, sarcastic turns. After joining The News in 1963, Green 
was the Lions beat writer from 1965-72 before becoming a columnist, 
and like many, he was critical of the Lions and the Ford ownership. 

The newspaper competition was vicious back then, and larger-than-life 
personalities dominated. His style clashed with Falls’, and Green was 
removed as a columnist for a period, but kept writing. He retired in 2004, 
although he contributed columns to The News virtually until the day he 
died. Slowed by age, he went on to be celebrated for it, honored by the 
NFL and many other organizations. 

One of a kind 

The truth is, at 94, a person doesn’t have many contemporaries. Jerry is 
the only known journalist to cover championships by all four Detroit pro 
teams, back to the Lions in 1957. Oh, what the eyes have seen, even 
straining at the end. In the SoFi Stadium press box, it was hard for him to 
get around. Writers came by and chatted, but when the game was on, his 
gaze returned to the field. 

As it neared the end and Stafford rallied the Rams past the Bengals, I 
was tapping away on my computer, writing feverishly against the clock. 
Jerry said something, but I was lost in my own screen. I finally turned 
when I heard him say softly, “Sorry, you’re on deadline. Don’t let me 
interrupt.” 

He was jotting down his own thoughts in a small, well-worn notebook. For 
a moment, I felt bad, and then very quickly, I didn’t. He was doing what 
he loved, to the end. He was determined not to be a burden or a 
distraction. 

Honored to be sitting next to the indomitable Jerry Green, the only writer 
to cover all 56 Super Bowls. Bright and engaging as ever. 
pic.twitter.com/rzVfsmaUIh 

— Bob Wojnowski (@bobwojnowski) February 13, 2022 

The next day, I sat in the airport with Jerry and his daughter, Jenny, who 
traveled with him. He didn’t want too much help but knew he needed 
some, and she was happy to be there. The night before, I’d posted on 
Twitter a picture of Jerry from the SoFi press box, and the comments 
were tumbling in. Many said he was the newspaper voice of their 
childhoods. Some praised specific columns. Others said they liked him 
more than that acerbic Joe Falls. 

Jerry spotted that post and shook his head. 
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“Nah, Joe was always more popular than me, I understood that,” he said. 

He stared at more messages, as I kept scrolling. He was mostly smiling, 
but then his eyes watered and he politely waved the phone away. He 
knew he’d just covered his final Super Bowl. The writer who witnessed 
and chronicled everything was now being chronicled himself, and it was 
uncomfortable. His daughter patted his arm, and he squeezed his eyes 
shut. 
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Injuries piling up, but Red Wings committed to playing 'the right way' 

 

TED KULFAN    

 

Detroit — At this point, with only 10 games left on the schedule, the Red 
Wings are attempting to somehow cobble together a healthy and 
winnable lineup. 

Both of those things are getting increasingly difficult to do. 

Coach Derek Lalonde confirmed it's going to be a little tougher task after 
Monday's practice, after pretty much confirming forward Robby Fabbri is 
done for the season and goaltender Ville Husso could be, as well. 

All the while, there are others who are in the day-to-day category, which 
makes the Wings an underdog Tuesday in facing a Pittsburgh team 
clawing to get into the playoffs (7 p.m., BSD/97.1). In fact, these next four 
games (Pittsburgh, Carolina, Winnipeg, Toronto) are against teams who 
either are battling to reach the playoffs or to improve playoff seeding, 
which makes this a difficult stretch for the Wings in its own right. 

"Guys will have to ramp up their games," Lalonde said. "We're realistic 
where we're at. We'll be huge underdogs. These will be tall tasks, but if 
you play the right way and limit mistakes, you give yourself a chance, 
and that's the message against whoever we're playing." 

It doesn't make it easier when your starting goaltender might be done for 
the short remainder of the season. 

Lalonde called Ville Husso (lower-body injury) week-to-week, but with 
only three weeks left on the schedule, Lalonde acknowledged Husso 
might be shut down for the season. 

"Ville is in probably a week-to-week evaluation with what he's dealing 
with," Lalonde said. "He's getting a couple different opinions. It will still be 
a couple of days before we fully know where he's at." 

But the chance of Husso being done for the season is realistic. 

"Possibly, for sure, of course, but we'll leave it to the professionals over 
the next three or four days," Lalonde said. "He's actually feeling better. 
But, he's going through the proper process and it's going to take a few 
days because he's getting a couple different opinions." 

Husso has played a career-high 51 games this season, but Lalonde 
doesn't feel the workload has contributed to Husso's current injury. 

"It's something that's been underlying for a couple of years on him, and 
which is very common for his nature of position," Lalonde said. "It's just 
come to the forefront now, but it's been an issue for him over a few 
years." 

Coming off an impressive effort Saturday in the 3-0 loss in Philadelphia, 
Alex Nedeljkovic will get a second consecutive start against the 
Penguins. 

"Ned will be back in net," Lalonde said. "It's simply the reality of how well 
he played, he earned it. We want to make it down the stretch with both 

guys (Nedeljkovic, Magnus Hellberg) that if you play well and give us a 
chance, you'll get the net again." 

Lalonde confirmed it's likely that forward Robby Fabbri is done for the 
season. 

Fabbri returned this season from a third torn ACL injury, but he appeared 
to suffer another leg injury on March 8 against Chicago. 

Fabbri has done some skating on his own, but with only 10 games left, it 
might be best to begin preparing for next season. It isn't known if Fabbri 
might need some more surgery, although it's nothing major if it is. 

"We're going to have news in the next couple of days, but I don't expect 
him back the rest of the year," Lalonde said. "It's more a cautious 
approach with him, looking more toward next year. I don't know that 
(surgery), potentially (Fabbri might need it), but I don't think it's an 
aggressive type of surgery if there is, more of a clean-up type of thing. 

"But, there's still a process of figuring that out, too." 

Further, Alex Chiasson didn't practice Monday. Chiasson was evaluated 
during practice, but Lalonde said Chiasson did skate after practice, so 
there's hope Chiasson will be ready for Tuesday's game. 

Defenseman Ben Chiarot (upper-body injury) and forward Filip Zadina 
(lower-body injury) both practiced Monday, with Chiarot likely to be out 
still. 

Chiarot has missed the last five games, but could be nearing a return. 

"It was a step in the right direction," Lalonde said. "It's right on the time 
frame that we had talked about (Chiarot returning), so I don't expect him 
available (Tuesday) but it's a step forward. 

"With Zadina, we'll see post-practice how he feels. He has an underlying 
lower-body situation from his previous injury (Zadina missed two months, 
before returning)." 

The Wings decided Monday to convert defenseman Simon Edvinsson's 
recall from an emergency basis to a regular recall. 

Chiarot, one of the Wings' veteran leaders, said there's plenty to play for 
these final three weeks. 

"It's about playing the right way," Chiarot said. "We're trying to build here 
to the future and having guys playing the right way, not cheating and not 
just being on their own page. You want to play the right way and play and 
do the right things and not cheat the game." 

Penguins at Red Wings 

▶ Faceoff: 7 p.m. Tuesday, Little Caesars Arena, Detroit 

▶ TV/radio: BSD/97.1 FM 

▶ Outlook: The Penguins (36-27-10) are clinging to the last wild-card 
spot in the East and are coming off an emotional, last-minute victory 
Saturday over Washington. The Wings defeated Pittsburgh, 5-4, in 
overtime in the only game between the teams this season. C Sidney 
Crosby (54 assists, 85 points), C Evgeni Malkin (50 assists, 75 points) 
and D Kris Letang (55 games, 34 points) continue, all these years later, 
to lead the Penguins. 
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Red Wings sign defense prospect William Wallinder, who’ll join Griffins 
on ATO 

 

By Ansar Khan 
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The Detroit Red Wings have signed defenseman William Wallinder, their 
second pick in the 2020 draft (32nd overall) to a three-year entry-level 
contact that starts next season. 

Wallinder, 20, will join the Grand Rapids Griffins for the remainder of the 
2022-23 season on an amateur tryout contract. 

The 6-4, 190 pound, left-shooting Wallinder spent this season with Rogle 
BK in the Swedish Hockey League. He had seven goals and 26 points in 
50 regular season games, tying for the most points by any skater 22 or 
younger in Sweden’s top men’s league. He had a goal and two assists in 
nine playoff games. 

Wallinder was a big fan of former hard-hitting Red Wings defenseman 
Niklas Kronwall, the team’s assistant director of player development with 
whom he has worked. 

Wallinder isn’t quite as physical. 

“I’m a big defenseman with great skating, like to carry the puck and lead 
offensive play from the blue line,” Wallinder said last summer during Red 
Wings development camp at Little Caesars Arena. 

Red Wings general manager Steve Yzerman said of Wallinder after the 
team drafted him, “He gets the puck and moves it to the forwards. He 
should be able to play as a two-way defenseman who can log minutes, 
(that) is our goal for him.” 

Wallinder also tallied a goal and eight points in nine Champions Hockey 
League games this season, leading all defensemen in the tournament 
with seven assists. 
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Red Wings might shut down Ville Husso for rest of season 

 

By Ansar Khan 

 

DETROIT – The marginal improvement the Detroit Red Wings have 
made this season, record-wise, is due largely to Ville Husso. 

Now, with 10 games remaining, the team might be without its No. 1 
goaltender and MVP. 

Coach Derek Lalonde on Monday didn’t declare Husso out for the rest of 
the season, but the team doesn’t sound optimistic. 

“He’s probably in a week-long evaluation with what he’s dealing with, 
getting a couple different opinions on it,” Lalonde said. “Still a couple 
days out before we know fully where he’s at.” 

Asked if he expects Husso back this season, Lalonde said, “Probably 3-4 
days ago I would have said no, but I don’t know. He’s actually feeling 
better, but I think he’s going through the proper process and it’s going to 
take a few days because he’s getting a couple different opinions.” 

At this point, with the team out of the playoff chase, is there a temptation 
to shut down Husso? 

“Possibly,” Lalonde said. “But we’ll leave it up to the professionals the 
next 3-4 days.” 

Alex Nedeljkovic will start Tuesday against Pittsburgh at Little Caesars 
Arena (7 p.m., Bally Sports Detroit) and might split duties with Magnus 
Hellberg the rest of the way. 

Husso hasn’t dressed the past two games after serving as the backup 
last Tuesday in St. Louis. His most recent appearance was in a 5-2 loss 
to Florida on March 20. It was his 51st game, which is 10 more than he 
has played as a professional at any level. 

Lalonde said he doesn’t believe the heavy workload contributed to his 
injury. 

“I think this is something that has been underlying for a couple years on 
him, which is very common for his position,” Lalonde said. “I think it’s just 
come to the forefront now.” 

Lalonde said he doesn’t have any goaltending plans other than he’ll go 
with whoever plays better. He was pleased with Nedeljkovic’s play in 
Saturday’s 3-0 loss at Philadelphia, when he stopped 19-of-21 shots. 

“(Nedeljkovic) warrants another start,” Lalonde said. “We want to kind of 
make it down the stretch where both guys those, if you play well and give 
us a chance, you’ll get the net again.” 

Fabbri done for season 

Lalonde confirmed that forward Robby Fabbri likely is out the remainder 
of the season after suffering a lower-body injury on March 8. 

“I think we’re going to have news here the next couple of days. I don’t 
expect him back the rest of the year,” Lalonde said. “I think it’s more of a 
cautious approach with him, looking more towards next year.” 

Lalonde previously revealed it is not an ACL injury. Fabbri has had three 
ACL surgeries, most recently about a year ago. 

There is a possibility for another procedure. 

“But I don’t think it’s going to be an aggressive-type surgery,” Lalonde 
said. “If there is, I think it’s going to be a clean-up type thing, but they’re 
still in the process of figuring it out.” 

Edvinsson’s status upgraded 

The Red Wings have made defenseman Simon Edvinsson a regular 
recall, after having called him up from Grand Rapids on emergency recall 
on March 17. 

Lalonde said that is due to Gustav Lindstrom being at 100 percent. 

Ben Chiarot practiced Monday but isn’t ready to return from a lower-body 
injury that’s idled him for five games. 

Filip Zadina also skated, after sitting out Saturday with a lower-body 
injury. But he remains questionable for Tuesday. 

Alex Chiasson was being evaluated for a lower-body injury and didn’t 
practice but took the ice after the team. 
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What the Red Wings’ post-deadline slump says about their offseason 
needs 

 

Max Bultman 

 

Here’s the stat you already know: Ever since the trade deadline, when 
the Red Wings pivoted away from a potential playoff race and traded 
away Tyler Bertuzzi, Filip Hronek, Jakub Vrana and Oskar Sundqivst, the 
team has fallen off a cliff in the standings. Detroit is 3-8 since March 3, 
and 3-8-1 if you include their overtime loss to the Kraken on March 2, 
right on the heels of the Bertuzzi and Hronek trades. 

Given just that information, it’s easy enough to find some conclusions. 
The team subtracted good players. It took an emotional hit — both in the 
form of saying goodbye to teammates and dear friends, and in 
understanding the implication for their playoff hopes. And all of that, to a 
degree, is true. 
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But here are some things you probably haven’t realized; stats that 
shocked me when independent analyst Prashanth Iyer showed them to 
me Saturday evening: Since March 3, the Red Wings’ expected goals 
share (50.86 percent, according to Evolving Hockey) is in fact 
considerably better than their season average (46.64 percent). The 
success rates of their power play, at 21.9 percent, and penalty kill, at a 
staggering 85.7 percent, are better than their full-season markers as well. 

A team creating more than it gives up, and largely taking care of 
business on special teams (a couple short-handed goals 
notwithstanding), is tough to square with a 3-8 record. Over that span, 
each of those three numbers ranks in the top half of the league. Instead, 
the result has been a despairing plummet in the standings. 

How can that be? 

As you’ve likely guessed, the foundation of the answer is that the Red 
Wings’ actual five-on-five goals share is much, much worse than the 
expected goals data would suggest. At 26.23 percent, that’s the worst 
number in the league since the trade deadline, and it can be broken 
down into two components: a 4.13 shooting percentage at five-on-five (a 
league worst in that span), and an .881 save percentage that ranks 
bottom-five. 

Yes, that likely points to some positive regression due to the Red Wings. 
And yes, it’s a small sample. But the most important takeaway here is not 
that the Red Wings have simply been unlucky over the month of March. 

While a season-long run with five-on-five and special teams numbers like 
those would likely lead to better outcomes, the fact the results have been 
so bad in spite of them actually says something far more revealing about 
what the team lacks. And, by extension, what it must seek this offseason. 

It made me think of something coach Derek Lalonde said in the 
immediate aftermath of the Red Wings’ 5-1 loss to the Avalanche a week 
ago: “The analytic minions are going to tell us we outchanced them. All 
the underlying numbers are going to say we played a pretty good game. 
But we didn’t execute, and their difference-makers were difference-
makers.” 

And you know what? He was right. The Red Wings did narrowly get the 
better end of the expected goals share that day, even in a lopsided loss. 
But that also didn’t mean they deserved to win. They didn’t — even if 
they likely deserved better than the final margin. 

The difference, as usual, was what the Avalanche have and the Red 
Wings don’t. 

Now, the Red Wings can’t simply materialize a Nathan MacKinnon, Cale 
Makar or Mikko Rantanen to their lineup. At least, not without a lottery 
bounce — which, incidentally, this late-season swoon may at least make 
possible. 

But especially now that the team has traded away Vrana, who previously 
had the team’s most dangerous release, and Bertuzzi, a career 14 
percent shooter, the team sorely lacks high-end finishing talent. 

Dylan Larkin has a chance for another 30-goal season, and may hit 80 
points for the first time in his career. Dominik Kubalik has scored 30 in 
the past, and has a shot dangerous enough to do it again. And Lucas 
Raymond, at 20, is the most talented offensive player on the team, even 
though his sophomore campaign showed he’s still working through his 
pro transition. Detroit will eventually get help when Robby Fabbri and his 
deft scoring touch are healthy again, too. 

But the Red Wings need more. And the answers aren’t easy to find, 
especially in this free-agent class. 

Among the big names potentially available in free agency, the ones with 
a demonstrated history of finishing are largely on the wrong side of 30 — 
Patrick Kane and Vladimir Tarasenko being at the top of that list. There’s 
a tier lower that includes Alex Killorn, Jason Zucker and Michael Bunting, 
but the first two are also getting up there in age, the latter is going to 
want a big money, long-term deal to make up for being dramatically 

underpaid currently, and all three are coming off a run of playing next to 
some of hockey’s most elite players. 

Perhaps Killorn could make sense on something similar to the deal David 
Perron signed with Detroit last summer, bringing some scoring and a 
heavier dimension, but even then: his career high in goals is still 26, and 
he’ll be 34. There’s no silver bullet on the open market. 

The other immediate-fix avenue would be via trade — think the 
equivalent of Ottawa trading for Alex DeBrincat last summer — but it’s a 
bit too early to know which names may be out there. 

Meanwhile, the other side of that ugly gap between expectation and 
reality at five-on-five is in net. We now know that Ville Husso has been 
battling an injury — one that has sidelined him entirely the last two 
games — which helps explain his low save percentage of late. But on the 
season, Detroit’s team save percentage is below .900. 

Husso demonstrated throughout the year what he’s capable of, but at 
times, it’s fair to say he’s been overworked. And that means a backup 
goalie is also a need for the Red Wings this summer, even as great a 
story — and, by all accounts, presence — as Magnus Hellberg has been. 

The free-agent goalie crop isn’t scintillating either, but given that the Red 
Wings are looking for a No. 2, it could at least have more options. Alex 
Stalock and Semyon Varlamov, for example, will be 36 and 35, 
respectively, but for a backup on a short deal that’s OK. Both had strong 
numbers as backups this year. Vegas’ Adin Hill did, too, though at 26 he 
may be more likely to find a longer-term offer. 

The finishing need, though, is still the one that stands out above the rest. 
It’s something the Red Wings can address long-term via the draft, 
especially with two first-round picks this year. And in time, Raymond 
(partly by shooting more) has a good chance to elevate into the kind of 
game-breaking scorer Detroit lacks. 

But when it comes to 2023-24, the way things have gone since the trade 
deadline seems to point to a clear mandate for the Red Wings this 
summer. Finding a way (and some players) to finish more chances could 
be the biggest difference between a run at the playoffs, and another 
season like this one. 

The Athletic LOADED: 03.28.2023 

1272802 Montreal Canadiens 

 

Pezzetta scores shootout winner; Canadiens beat Sabres 4-3 

 

John Wawrow 

 

Montreal Canadiens left wing Michael Pezzetta celebrates his game 
winning shootout goal against the Buffalo Sabres at KeyBank Center. 
The Canadiens won 4-3 in a shootout on March 27, 2023.Timothy T. 
Ludwig 

Brendan Gallagher and the Montreal Canadiens rallied back to avoid 
playoff elimination with less than three weeks left in their season. The 
Buffalo Sabres, meanwhile, are running out of chances to stay in the 
Eastern Conference wild-card hunt. 

Gallagher forced overtime by scoring his 200th career goal, and Michael 
Pezzetta scored the decisive shootout goal in a 4-3 win over the Sabres 
on Monday night. 

“It’s one of those things I think we earned that chance. We weren’t 
fantastic but we did enough on the road tonight to get a win,” Gallagher 
said. “Smiles all around.” 

The Canadiens could laugh, especially after Pezzetta celebrated his goal 
by putting his stick between his legs and riding it like a wooden horse – 
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much like former NHL tough guy Dave (Tiger) Williams did during his 14-
year NHL career spanning the 1970s and ‘80s. 

“I’m not sure we’ll see that again. One of a kind,” said Gallagher. “I’d be 
worried about falling over.” 

Pezzetta scored by driving in from the right circle to beat Eric Comrie 
inside the far post. Buffalo’s Jack Quinn scored in the fourth shootout 
round, but was matched by Montreal’s Jesse Ylonen, whose shot from in 
tight managed to trickle in through Comrie. 

Jordan Harris and Alex Belzile also scored for Montreal, and Jake Allen 
stopped 30 shots through overtime, while allowing one goal on six 
shootout attempts. 

Montreal would have been eliminated from playoff contention for a 
second straight season – and two years removed from reaching the 
Stanley Cup Final – with any type of loss. 

The Sabres squandered a 3-2 third-period lead to drop to 3-6-3 in their 
past 12. Buffalo also blew a chance to move to within four points of idle 
Pittsburgh, which holds the eighth and final playoff spot. 

“Just a little hesitation,” forward J.J. Peterka said of the Sabres third-
period lapse. “We didn’t play with much energy and we didn’t play that 
aggressive as we played the two periods before. I think that was the 
difference.” 

Buffalo’s Lukas Rousek scored a goal and added an assist while filling in 
for leading scorer Tage Thompson, who did not play due to an upper 
body injury. Peterka and defenceman Riley Stillman also scored, and 
Comrie stopped 38 shots through overtime, and allowed two goals on six 
shootout attempts. 

Montreal blew two one-goal leads to fall behind 3-2 on Stillman’s goal at 
the 8:31 mark of the second period. 

Gallagher scored on the fly by using Sabres defenceman Rasmus Dahlin 
as a screen to snap in a shot inside the far left post. With the goal, 
Gallagher tied Bobby Rousseau for 24th on the Canadiens career 
scoring list. 

“I liked the way we corrected ourselves, it’s a sign of maturity, in the way 
we stayed on task,” Canadiens coach Martin St. Louis said, in recalling 
how the Canadiens recently unravelled in an 8-4 loss two weeks ago to 
Colorado, which plays a similar uptempo style as Buffalo. 

Debut 

Rousek, who tied the game at 1, was filling in for Sabres leading-scorer 
Tage Thompson, who is day to day with an upper body injury. The 2019 
sixth-round draft pick became Buffalo’s 27th player to score in his first 
NHL game, and first since Ethan Prow did so on Dec. 29, 2021, against 
New Jersey. 

With an assist on Stillman’s goal, Rousek became Buffalo’s first player to 
score and earn at least two points in his NHL debut since Maxim 
Afinogenov had a goal and assist on Nov. 10, 1999, against Boston. 

Pride night 

The Sabres hosted their third Pride Night, with Russian D Ilya 
Lyubushkin electing not to participate in warmups by citing an anti-gay 
Kremlin law and fears of retribution at home in Moscow, where he has 
family and visits in the off-season. The remainder of the team wore dark 
blue jerseys with the Sabres logo on the front encircled by a rainbow-
colored outline. 

During the first intermission, the Sabres broadcast a video in which GM 
Kevyn Adams said: “This is about recognizing someone’s humanity and 
true identity. We know there are people out there struggling with who 
they are, and we want them to know that they have an ally in the Buffalo 
Sabres.” 

Up next 

Canadiens: At the Philadelphia Flyers on Tuesday night. 

Sabres: Host the New York Rangers on Friday night. 
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Pezzetta pays tribute to Tiger Williams with his shootout celebration 

 

Stu Cowan  •  Montreal Gazette 

 

Dave “Tiger” Williams retired from the NHL 10 years before Michael 
Pezzetta was born. 

But the Canadiens forward with the long, flowing hair paid tribute to 
Williams after scoring the winning goal in a 4-3 shootout victory over the 
Sabres Monday night in Buffalo. 

Since the Montreal Canadiens making the Stanley Cup finals for the first 
time in 28 years, this newsletter is the dedicated Montreal Canadiens 
fan's source for exclusive Habs content, insight and analysis. 

After scoring the winner in the sixth round of the shootout, Pezzetta 
celebrated by riding his stick like Williams used to do after a big goal, 
while pointing at the many Canadien fans who were in attendance at the 
KeyBank Center. 

“It was definitely a tribute to Tiger Williams,” Pezzetta told reporters in 
Buffalo after the game. “I think I was just like: Heck, I might never get a 
chance where if I score it’s to win the game. I know maybe it was a little 
bit much. But it’s funny and I think I’ll definitely remember it.” 

Williams played 14 seasons in the NHL with the Toronto Maple Leafs, 
Vancouver Canucks, Los Angeles Kings, Detroit Red Wings and Hartford 
Whalers, retiring after the 1987-88 season. In 962 career games, 
Williams had 241 goals, 272 assists and 3,971 penalty minutes, the most 
in NHL history. 

The 25-year-old Pezzetta has a little bit of “Tiger” in him as a rugged 
fourth-liner who isn’t afraid to drop the gloves and can also score some 
goals. In 55 games this season, Pezzetta has 6-7-13 totals and 59 
penalty minutes, including seven fighting majors. 

“I thought it was funny,” Pezzetta said about his goal celebration. “I was 
just pure adrenaline and it was something I thought about maybe 
sleeping at night and I was just like: Heck, let’s just do it. 

“I haven’t watched (Williams) live, but I’ve seen him do that celly and I’ve 
watched a few of his games (on video) and he was always an 
entertainer.” 

Jordan Harris, Alex Belzile and Brendan Gallagher scored for the 
Canadiens in regulation time. 

When asked if he had ever practised his shootout celebration, Pezzetta 
said: “No. That was the first time. Just kind of happened.” 

Nick Suzuki, Jonathan Drouin and Mike Matheson were the first three 
Canadiens in the shootout and they all missed. Jack Quinn scored for the 
Sabres to open the fourth round and then Jesse Ylönen scored to keep 
the Canadiens alive. Johnathan Kovacevic missed for the Canadiens in 
the fifth round. With a chance to win the game with the last shot in the 
sixth round, Canadiens head coach Martin St. Louis called on Pezzetta, 
who had only 6:25 of ice time during the game. 

“It was just nice to get an opportunity there,” Pezzetta said. “And being 
the last guy that if I scored it was the winner was definitely exciting and 
something I’ll never forget. 

We apologize, but this video has failed to load. 
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“I was kind of looking down the bench,” Pezzetta added. “I knew I 
probably didn’t play a lot today, but I was looking down the bench. I’ve 
got a move and I know the coaches know that. I think it went a little deep 
enough (into the shootout) that I could get a chance, so it was fun.” 

Canadiens assistant coach Alex Burrows was an assistant coach with the 
Laval Rocket when Pezzetta was playing there and knew Pezzetta went 
2-for-4 in shootouts with the AHL team. 

“I got an opportunity last year and I did ring it off the post pretty hard,” 
Pezzetta said about his one previous shootout attempt with the 
Canadiens. “I was thinking: I’m probably not going to get another 
opportunity again. But I know Burr had me in the AHL and I was 50 per 
cent down there. … So I think he knew that I had a move and I was 
looking down there. So when it got a little later (in the shootout) I was 
hoping that I’d get the chance again. I was ready for it.” 

He was also ready for the celebration. 

Canadiens left wing Michael Pezzetta (55) celebrates his game-winning 
shootout goal against the Buffalo Sabres at KeyBank Center in Buffalo 
on Monday, March 27, 2023. 

Montreal Gazette LOADED: 03.28.2023 

1272804 Montreal Canadiens 

 

Stu Cowan: From Arvida to Canadiens — the Rafaël Harvey-Pinard story 

 

Stu Cowan  •  Montreal Gazette 

 

Pizzeria Davis in Arvida advertises on its website that it has “La meilleure 
pizza qui soit” — The best pizza ever. 

Arvida is located 250 kilometres north of Quebec City, south of the 
Saguenay River between Chicoutimi and Jonquière. 

Since the Montreal Canadiens making the Stanley Cup finals for the first 
time in 28 years, this newsletter is the dedicated Montreal Canadiens 
fan's source for exclusive Habs content, insight and analysis. 

Arvida was founded in 1927 by Arthur Vining Davis, the U.S.-born head 
of the Aluminum Company of America, which developed the area to 
welcome employees of the first Alcoa aluminum plant, later known as 
Alcan. The name Arvida comes from the first two letters of the first, 
middle and last names of its founder. In 2018, the Quebec government 
recognized the Arvida neighbourhood as a heritage site. 

Pizzeria Davis opened in 1999 and it is owned and operated by Marc 
Pinard. The same year Pinard opened the restaurant, his son was born. 

Three years ago when COVID hit, Pinard’s son — Rafaël Harvey-Pinard 
— helped the family business by delivering pizzas in Arvida. The year 
before, the Canadiens selected Harvey-Pinard in the seventh round 
(201st overall) of the NHL draft. 

“I wasn’t looking too far ahead,” Harvey-Pinard said when asked about 
that time in his life. “COVID hit and I wasn’t thinking about (hockey), but 
for sure my dream was to play for the Montreal Canadiens.” 

Fast-forward three years and Harvey-Pinard is now living his dream with 
the Canadiens, especially after scoring three goals in an 8-2 win over the 
Columbus Blue Jackets Saturday night at the Bell Centre and being 
named the first star. 

Harvey-Pinard has 12-5-17 totals in 30 games since getting called up 
from the AHL’s Laval Rocket. 

Success in life often comes from making the most of opportunities and 
that’s exactly what the 5-foot-9, 181-pound Harvey-Pinard is doing. If the 

Canadiens hadn’t been decimated by injuries this season, he probably 
never would have got this chance. 

“I think he comes to the rink every day with the right attitude,” teammate 
Brendan Gallagher said. “I think he understands the opportunity he’s had 
this year. He’s really taken advantage of it, which is what this league is all 
about. Opportunities don’t come around too often. When you get one, 
you got to take advantage and he’s done that. He’s earned every single 
opportunity that has been given his way. He’s getting more and more 
responsibility. There’s games where he plays 20 minutes a night now. 
He’s learning from this and going forward in his career I think it’s going to 
pay off big-time.” 

No player on the Canadiens knows Harvey-Pinard better than Alex 
Belzile, since they spent three seasons playing together in Laval. 

“He’s so efficient when he’s on your line,” Belzile said. “I think now he’s 
getting other guys to open their eyes a little bit and they want to play with 
him. That’s a good sign. 

“I could not be more happy for a guy like HP when you see the adversity 
he has gone through,” Belzile added. “He’s a good role model for a lot of 
guys. He never stopped believing in himself, he never stopped working. 
He’s the kind of guy that every time he has his skates on he wants to get 
better, so that’s a really good mindset. I’m not surprised that he’s scoring 
goals like this. He’s a natural goal-scorer and I’m sure that’s not his first 
hat trick.” 

The season before the Canadiens drafted Harvey-Pinard, he had 40-45-
85 totals in 66 games with the QMJHL’s Rouyn-Noranda Huskies. 

Canadiens head coach Martin St. Louis is 5-foot-8 and was never 
selected at the NHL draft before going on to have a Hall of Fame career. 
He knows what it’s like for a smaller player like Harvey-Pinard to have to 
prove himself in the NHL. 

“I think for me it was my first year in Tampa, I would say around the 20-
game mark,” St. Louis said. “I just kind of flipped a switch, sort of speak, 
mentally. I think at that point I had played close to 70 games, 80 games 
(in the NHL), and I just didn’t feel like I was being myself. I think once I 
started being me a little bit more my game kind of took off. I wouldn’t say 
it’s one game … it’s just a stretch of games that I really started building 
confidence and I think that’s what HP has done. You can do it for one 
game or two. Like last year, he got sent down (to Laval), he didn’t play 
much (only four games with the Canadiens, scoring one goal). Now you 
get a stretch and that’s an opportunity, I feel. And he earned that stretch 
of games, so I’m happy for him.” 

Getting back to his family roots in Arvida, I asked Harvey-Pinard what’s 
his favourite kind of pizza. 

“Bacon, onion and cheese,” he said. 

How good is Pizzeria Davis? 

“I really like it,” Harvey-Pinard said with a big smile. “I think it’s the best 
one.” 
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March 27, 2023: Canadiens at Sabres — five things you should know 

 

Stu Cowan  •  Montreal Gazette 

 

Here are five things you should know about Monday’s game between the 
Canadiens (29-38-6) and Sabres (35-31-6) in Buffalo (7 p.m., SNE, RDS, 
TSN 690 Radio, 98.5 FM). 
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Eight is enough: The Canadiens set a season high for goals when they 
beat the Columbus Blue Jackets 8-2 Saturday night at the Bell Centre. 
The previous high came on Oct. 29 when the Canadiens beat the Blues 
7-4 in St. Louis. Goalie Samuel Montembeault made 20 saves against 
the Blue Jackets for his second straight win, improving his record to 15-
14-3 with a 3.28 goals-against average and a .905 save percentage. 
Jake Allen, who has a 14-24-3 record with a 3.57 GAA and an .891 save 
percentage, will start in goal against the Sabres. Forward Sean Farrell, 
who signed an NHL entry-level contract with the Canadiens on Sunday 
and joined the team Monday in Buffalo, won’t be in the lineup. With nine 
games remaining in the season, the Canadiens are in 28th place in the 
overall NHL standings. 

Since the Montreal Canadiens making the Stanley Cup finals for the first 
time in 28 years, this newsletter is the dedicated Montreal Canadiens 
fan's source for exclusive Habs content, insight and analysis. 

Hatty-Pinard: Raphaël Harvey-Pinard was named the first star Saturday 
night after recording his first NHL hat-trick with all three goals coming in 
the second period. The three goals give the 24-year-old 12-5-17 totals in 
29 games since getting called up from the AHL’s Laval Rocket. That 
would put Harvey-Pinard on pace for 34 goals over a full 82-game 
season. There are only five players on the Canadiens who have scored 
more goals than Harvey-Pinard this season: Cole Caufield (26), Nick 
Suzuki (23), Josh Anderson (21), Kirby Dach (14) and Mike Hoffman 
(13). The Canadiens selected Harvey-Pinard in the seventh round (201st 
overall) of the 2019 NHL draft. That’s the same year they selected 
Caufield in the first round (15th overall). 

Four-point night: Suzuki had a career-high four-point night against the 
Blue Jackets with a goal and three assists. The Canadiens captain is on 
a four-game point streak with 2-8-10 totals over that span. With 23-38-61 
totals, Suzuki has matched his career high in points and set a career high 
in goals after posting 21-40-61 totals last season. The No. 1 line of 
Suzuki between Harvey-Pinard and Hoffman combined for 10 points 
against Columbus with Hoffman getting a goal and two assists. Brendan 
Gallagher, playing in his third game since missing 32 games with a 
lower-body injury, had a goal and an assist. 

Matheson on a roll: Defenceman Mike Matheson extended his point 
streak to three games with three assists against the Blue Jackets. In the 
22 games since the all-star break, Matheson has 7-13-20 totals. Despite 
missing 34 games because of injuries, Matheson ranks seventh on the 
Canadiens in scoring with 8-20-28 totals in 39 games. He leads the 
Canadiens in ice time with an average of 24:13 per game and his plus-7 
differential is the second-best on the team behind Harvey-Pinard, who is 
plus-9. 

No playoffs: The Canadiens will miss the playoffs for the second straight 
season and it looks like the Sabres will miss the postseason for the 12th 
straight year. With 10 games left in the season, the Sabres are six points 
out of a wild-card spot in the Eastern Conference after beating the 
Islanders 2-0 Saturday in New York. Tage Thompson leads the Sabres in 
scoring with 44-45-89 totals, followed by Jeff Skinner (31-39-70), Alex 
Tuch (32-36-68) and Rasmus Dahlin (14-51-65). 
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Basu and Godin: The two sides of Nick Suzuki’s hot streak for the 
Canadiens 

 

Arpon Basu, Marc Antoine Godin  

 

Nick Suzuki has been the lone constant for the Canadiens this season — 
the only player to appear in every game, face every team’s top line, 
anchor the power play, kill penalties, basically do everything. 

His four-point night against the Columbus Blue Jackets on Saturday gave 
Suzuki 61 points this season — matching his career high from last 
season with nine games left — and gave him 10 points in his last four 
games. Since the return from the bye on Feb. 11, Suzuki has 21 points in 
22 games. 

“There are some games you make all the right plays and it just doesn’t 
go in the net, some stretches it seems to go in a little easier,” Suzuki said 
Saturday night. “You just want to continue to make the good plays, using 
my linemates, we’re playing well. It’s fun to play like that.” 

There are subtleties to Suzuki’s game that require a certain expertise to 
appreciate, little plays that might go unnoticed to the untrained eye but 
that his teammates and coaches appreciate every night. Jake Evans has 
been at every game watching from the press box until his return to the 
lineup Thursday in Boston, so he seemed a good candidate to explain 
those subtleties. 

“I’m just amazed at some of the small plays he does to create space for 
others and create passing lanes,” Evans said after practice Sunday. “I 
think honestly (Saturday) night, mainly him, he kind of took over the 
game. Almost every single goal kind of went through him, he set 
everything up. 

“Honestly, he amazes me a lot just with the poise he has.” 

That poise often manifests itself the most when Suzuki is under pressure 
with the puck, something he almost welcomes because it creates space 
for him to exploit. 

“A lot of the time, and our skills guy Adam Nicholas kind of works with 
guys about it, he can suck the guy in and play cat and mouse with him, 
let him come to you,” Evans said. “Make the D-man make a move and 
then — and Nick’s done great with it — he can read off that and then 
things will open up. One of the things I love about his game is that it 
looks like he has no time and space and he’ll make one quick toe drag 
and he’s out (of pressure). It’s something he does really well.” 

That word — poise — is one coach Martin St. Louis uses a lot when he 
likes what a player is doing. It’s not a word that has a perfect translation 
in French, and it’s often one he seeks a translation for when answering in 
his native tongue. But Suzuki’s poise seems unique to him. It’s not simply 
poise, it’s foreseeing the possibilities. 

“Nick has one-on-one skill, Nick has puck protection skill, but Nick sees 
the whole game,” he said. “To me, it’s the rear-view mirrors; it’s not only 
what’s in front of you, it’s what’s behind you. And that’s more than just 
poise in the moment; he has the ability to play in the future because he 
knows what’s coming and what’s there.” 

But with Suzuki, there is another side to the coin. His defensive metrics 
have long been deficient, and the eye test reveals a propensity for getting 
hemmed into his own end for long stretches. The Canadiens have some 
concern over what has become a trend with Suzuki, and St. Louis 
doesn’t attempt to hide the fact his defensive game is something that 
needs to improve. 

“It’s fun when players get rewarded,” St. Louis said Sunday when asked 
about the recent surge in production. “But when Nick plays that game, 
when he’s really consistent in his 200-foot game, the points will always 
be there because he is an extraordinary offensive talent. But like all 
young players, he will need to continue learning how to play defensively, 
especially with the tasks he has, playing against the big lines. 

“But I’m not worried about his offensive side, because it’s there.” 

St. Louis went to the defensive side of his game all on his own, and it is a 
step Suzuki will need to take as he transitions from young player to 
veteran player. He has always prided himself on being a defensively 
sound player, and he is, but those long shifts spent in his defensive zone 
are a bit impediment to him taking the next step in his offensive game. 

If Suzuki can cut those shifts down, he will naturally increase the time he 
spends in the offensive zone with the puck. Which is when his natural 
poise can shine the most. 
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Sean Farrell should be making his Canadiens debut this week. (Harvard 
Athletics) 

An easier situation for Sean Farrell 

The Canadiens announced the signing of forward Sean Farrell on 
Sunday after his season with Harvard finished on a bad note, two days 
earlier, with an 8-1 loss to Ohio State in the first round of the NCAA 
tournament. 

According to Cap Friendly, Farrell’s cap hit will be $897,500 for the next 
three seasons, starting with this one, and Farrell could go get $1,158,333 
a year if he hits all his bonuses. 

“Playing with Sean Farrell has been unbelievable,” Harvard forward Matt 
Coranato, who also signed his entry-level contract with the Calgary 
Flames on Sunday, said to colleague Julian McKenzie. “He’s a one-of-a-
kind player. His vision is unbelievable. He sees just about everything. If 
I’ve got a tiny bit of open space, he’ll find me. So, when you’re playing 
with guys like that, I think it’s important to just always be ready to get the 
puck and shoot the puck right away. Because you know, when you’re out 
there with guys like him, you’re going to get it.” 

Defenceman Jordan Harris, who faced Farrell a few times in college and 
spent some time with him at Canadiens development camp, added that 
Farrell’s scoring ability might fly a bit under the radar but it is very real. 

Harris signed his first contract last year at the end of his season with 
Northeastern University and played 10 games with the Canadiens. He 
sees the same potential benefits for Farrell. 

“At least, from my experience, the games at the end of the season help 
so much because they kind of show us what you want to work on in the 
summer, going into your first year,” Harris said. “You get an idea of the 
systems, you get an idea of the style of play, and in the summer you can 
come up with drills that make that transition easier. It’s just little things 
like learning how to use your size, space, how quickly the pace and the 
thought process is. But I’m sure he’ll do a great job. I’m very excited to 
have him.” 

Farrell is expected to join the Canadiens in Buffalo on Monday, but when 
he will actually get into a game remains unclear. According to St. Louis, 
the team is better equipped right now to integrate a college rookie than 
they were when Harris joined the team a year ago. 

“It’s a bit different for Sean compared to Jordan,” he said. “We’re more 
advanced in terms of our progression and more organized. The group in 
general knows how we do things and is going to be able to integrate a 
young player like that at this moment. I think it will be easier for Sean. 

“The key is not taking bites that are too big; to cherish the moment, too. 
To not try to be perfect and to just go out and play.” 

On top of Farrell and Jayden Struble making the transition from college to 
the pros, it would be worth keeping an eye on whether Ohio State 
sophomore goaltender Jakub Dobeš will do the same. The Buckeyes 
were eliminated by Quinnipiac on Sunday, and the Canadiens are still 
contemplating the possibility of offering the 21-year-old Czech goalie a 
contract. 

The uncertain status of Jesse Ylönen amid a mini hot streak 

Very quietly, Jesse Ylönen is on a little heater with four goals in his last 
five games. 

“Probably,” he said, “something like that.” 

We can’t accuse Ylönen of being obsessed with his numbers. 

The 23-year-old winger says he’s focused on the little details that St. 
Louis values. Among them, Ylönen wants to improve his positioning in all 
three zones and be more reliable, and he feels he has a lot of room for 
improvement. But there’s no doubt this extended audition with the 
Canadiens has been a turning point in his career and he wants to 
maintain the momentum. 

Ylönen was one of two forwards papered to the Laval Rocket at the trade 
deadline, which makes him eligible for the AHL playoffs. Canadiens 
management would like to be able to give the Rocket a hand down the 
stretch, and Farrell’s arrival makes Ylönen more vulnerable to be sent 
down now that the Canadiens have two extra forwards. 

Ylönen likes the idea of extending his season and playing playoff games 
with the Rocket once the Canadiens season is over, but even if the 
Rocket is in a playoff chase, he’s not ready to say the games he’s playing 
with the Canadiens are less significant. 

“I feel like it’s also really important the games we have left this season,” 
Ylönen said. “I feel like we’ve been building our game, and it’s really 
important for the future how we play the rest of the season, for the team 
and also for the individuals. So I don’t see it that way. Every game is 
super, super important for me.” 

Ylönen was scratched against the Tampa Bay Lightning because of a 
virus and was then a healthy scratch against the Boston Bruins on 
Thursday, but he seems to want to build the offensive momentum he’s 
created. 

On top of the arrival of Farrell, there’s Joel Armia, who has not played for 
more than a month because of a respiratory infection, who skated after 
Canadiens practice Sunday and who could be returning before the end of 
the season. That would further hurt Ylönen’s chances of finishing the 
season in Montreal. 

But if this season has taught us anything, another Canadiens injury will 
likely change the scenario. 

Saturday’s game meant a little extra to Jordan Harris 

The term “Hockey is for Everyone” has come under fire of late, with 
players citing religious beliefs to opt out of Pride night celebrations and 
teams opting to scrap the rainbow warmup jerseys altogether because 
some players weren’t going to wear them. 

It all leads to the notion that hockey isn’t necessarily for everyone, that 
barriers remain at the gates of our game, and it is something of which 
Jordan Harris is acutely aware. 

The Canadiens’ Indigenous Celebration Night was something that hit 
home for Harris, whose girlfriend, former Northeastern University 
defender Codie Cross, has Métis roots. Harris took part in an event prior 
to the game where he and some of the players’ wives played traditional 
games with a group of Indigenous kids at a Little Burgundy park. 

A surprise awaited youths from the @NativeMontreal organization this 
month when they were paid a visit by Jordan Harris and players' 
spouses.   pic.twitter.com/nmHIJkAUQC 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) March 25, 2023 

“I think it’s so important to do games like this, in support of Indigenous 
communities, just to show that — and again, I feel it’s becoming a little 
cliché — but hockey is for everyone,” Harris said Saturday morning. 
“That’s important, that’s why we do it. We’re trying to grow the game, and 
to be able to share hockey with communities of all different types of 
backgrounds and ethnicities, I think it’s so important.” 

This game, however, came in the context of what seems to be a never-
ending, exhausting controversy surrounding teams celebrating Pride 
nights. Eric and Marc Staal sat out the Florida Panthers warmup after 
James Reimer had done the same with the San Jose Sharks, each citing 
religious beliefs. The Chicago Blackhawks celebrated their Pride night on 
Sunday without the warmup jerseys. 

“Personally, I feel it’s important for everyone to feel welcome to play 
hockey,” Harris said. “You see stories over the years of people not really 
feeling welcome, you see a backlash or racism towards them. Hockey 
has given me so much, and to feel as though some people may not feel 
as though they’re welcome and get that happiness and the life lessons 
I’ve learned through hockey, is really disappointing and sad. 
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“I just know where I stand on that side of it, and I’ll always feel that way, 
that everyone should be included.” 

We need more players like Jordan Harris in this league. 

What the coach thinks of Mike Hoffman 

On last week’s episode of The Athletic Support podcast, we vowed to ask 
St. Louis what he thinks of Mike Hoffman’s game, because we realized 
he hadn’t been asked in a while. 

So, we did. 

It was interesting to see how quickly St. Louis jumped to defend his 
player, because the question was very neutral — it was a straight 
question about what he thought of Hoffman’s game. His answer made it 
clear that St. Louis was aware of some of the criticism Hoffman was 
getting. 

“I think Hoff’s been pretty good lately,” St. Louis said. “I think people 
underestimate his mind, and I think people are sometimes quick to judge 
that maybe he’s not working as hard. But for me, physical work is 
definitely part of it, but the mental engagement is very important as well. 
Hoff, he can focus. Does he win as many battles as a Gally (Brendan 
Gallagher)? Probably not, but he does bring value to our team. For the 
most part, I’ve been happy with him, and more important, I’ve been 
happy with his attitude as a veteran. For a team that’s not going to make 
the playoffs, it’s been good.” 

So, what is that value? 

“He’s got a good shot. He’s got poise,” St. Louis said. “I think those two 
things are probably why he’s had the career that he’s had for a long time. 
That’s what Hoff brings.” 

To be fair, Hoffman had a pretty good week. His game against Columbus 
might have been his best in a Canadiens uniform. But overall, allow us to 
disagree with St. Louis’ assessment. There have been too many nights 
where the lack of physical work has outweighed the mental engagement. 
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Palmieri has 2 goals, assist as Islanders beat Devils 5-1 

 

Allan Kreda  

 

Kyle Palmieri had two goals and an assist, Ilya Sorokin made 30 saves 
and the New York Islanders beat the New Jersey Devils 5-1 on Monday 
night. 

Pierre Engvall, Bo Horvat and Zach Parise also scored for the Islanders, 
who stopped a two-game losing streak and moved three points ahead of 
Pittsburgh for the first wild card in the Eastern Conference. 

“They are fighting for first and we are fighting to get into the playoffs,’’ 
said Parise, 38, a former Devils player who scored the 429th goal of this 
career. “That was a good fast-paced game.” 

Eric Haula scored for the Devils and Vitek Vanecek finished with 31 
saves. New Jersey, which clinched a playoff spot with a win against 
Ottawa on Saturday, remained three points behind first-place Carolina in 
the Metropolitan Division. 

“We knew coming into this game they were fighting for a playoff spot. 
They were desperate,’’ Devils forward Timo Meier said. “They won more 
battles, they were harder on pucks and that’s what lost us the game.” 

Palmieri lifted a backhander past Vanecek with 5:38 left in the middle 
period to snap a 1-1 tie then scored an insurance goal with 4:35 left in 
the third, his 15th of the season. 

“It was a long time to have the puck on the backhand,’’ Palmeri said. “I 
found some space.” 

After making 16 saves through the first two periods, Sorokin stopped all 
14 shots he faced in the third to improve to 27-19-7. 

Palmieri’s second of the night made it 3-1, and Horvat and Parise had 
empty-netters in the final 62 seconds to seal the win. Parise’s goal was 
shorthanded and his 21st of the season. Palmieri, also an ex-Devils 
player, has five goals in his last six games. 

“He has injected an element of offense into our group,” Islanders coach 
Lane Lambert said. “He’s been rewarded for it.” 

The Islanders improved to 16-5-0 in their last 21 games against the 
Devils, including 8-3-0 at home. 

New York also won a game following a shutout loss for the third time in 
five tries this season. The Islanders fell to Buffalo 2-0 last Saturday at 
home. 

The Pinstripe Express 

Weekly 

The Daily News sports editors handpick the week’s best Yankees stories 
from our award-winning columnists and beat writers. Delivered to your 
inbox every Wednesday. 

“I thought we stayed on top as best we could,’’ Lambert added. “That was 
a fast team we were playing.” 

Engvall put New York ahead at 7:37 of the first. Palmieri skated in alone 
on Vanecek who made an initial save but Engvall knocked in the rebound 
for his 16th goal of the season — fourth since being acquired from 
Toronto on Feb. 28. 

“I feel pretty good,’’ Engvall said. “We’re coming together.” 

Haula tied it with an unassisted short-handed goal at 6:15 of the second, 
his ninth. 

NOTES: The Islanders have outscored opponents 30-9 in the third period 
in their last 18 games. ... The Islanders scratched forwards Josh Bailey 
and Ross Johnson, and defensemen Sebastian Aho and Parker 
Wotherspoon. ... The Devils scratched forwards Nathan Bastian, Curtis 
Lazar, Jesper Boqvist and Nolan Foote. 

Devils: Host the New York Rangers on Thursday night. 

Islanders: At Washington on Wednesday night. 
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Islanders show hopeful playoff signs in impressive win over Devils 

 

Ethan Sears  

 

If the Islanders can close the deal over the last two weeks of the regular 
season, the 60 minutes they played on Monday night provide a 
compelling case that they will be a hard out in the playoffs. 

After two straight losses, this was a chance to make a needed statement 
against a Devils team that could conceivably be the Isles’ first-round 
opposition. 

And after the Islanders’ 5-1 victory at UBS Arena made that statement 
indeed, one must wonder whether that is a scenario New Jersey would 
rather avoid. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 28, 2023 

 

This was the polar opposite to Saturday’s energy-lacking effort against 
the Sabres: a high-intensity victory in which all 18 Islanders skated with 
verve. 

The Islanders owned the neutral zone, their defensemen stepped up with 
an aggressive forecheck and they forced the Devils again and again to 
go 200 feet while harassed by blue sweaters. 

“I thought we stayed on top of them as best we possibly could,” coach 
Lane Lambert said. “To a man, everybody worked. There wasn’t any 
passengers.” 

The result was a game in which structure trumped skill, the supposedly 
aging and slow Islanders looking to have every bit the speed to handle a 
deft and talented Devils squad. 

Paul J. Bereswill 

Ilya Sorokin stepped up as well, with 30 saves, but this was a win that 
should leave the Islanders confident about more than their place in the 
standings. 

The Islanders took an early lead when Pierre Engvall cleaned up Kyle 
Palmieri’s rebound chance 7:37 into the game, but the moments of truth 
in this victory came following Erik Haula’s shorthanded goal, which tied 
the game at one at 6:15 of the second period. 

That was when, instead of folding, the Islanders bore down, stayed on 
top of the Devils and eventually retook the lead. 

Palmieri netted what proved to be the winner at 14:21 of the second with 
a dazzling backhand finish to make it 2-1, roofing the puck after skating 
across the slot with it on his stick until the perfect lane opened up. 

“I was hoping to get around and try and find [Engvall] on the backdoor,” 
Palmieri said. “The way it developed, I saw [Brock Nelson] coming down 
through the slot, I wanted him at first. It ended up just kinda being a bit of 
a cluster there. Found some space and try to get a shot off.” 

Engvall said, more simply: “He was just holding on, holding on, holding 
on, made a sick play.” 

For half a second, the Devils thought they’d tied the game when Tomas 
Tatar seemed to score at the 8:54 mark of the third, but the goal was 
almost immediately waved off for a kick. 

That heart-in-mouth moment aside, the Islanders successfully walked a 
tightrope until Palmieri made it 3-1 with 4:35 to go, unleashing a wrister 
past Vitek Vanecek after a puck came to him in the slot. 

When the Devils emptied their net, the floodgates opened, with Bo 
Horvat breaking an 11-game goal drought and Zach Parise getting on the 
board before the final buzzer. 

The Isles walked away with two points that, combined with the Panthers 
losing, leaves their playoff chances a total collapse short of golden — the 
gap now six points between them and the cutline. 

What left you optimistic was how fast the Isles played, how physical they 
were, how it was their fingerprints all over every piece of this game — 
sticks in every passing lane, bodies flying at every chance, including into 
Vanecek in the Devils’ crease. 

That applied in particular to the second line of Engvall, Nelson and 
Palmieri, which Lane Lambert left untouched as he shook up the first and 
third lines. 

“We’re a team that likes to get in on the forecheck,” Palmieri said. “In 
order to do that, you gotta eliminate guys and we did that in the D-zone.” 

That, and the way the Isles rose to the occasion in a game they 
absolutely needed to take two points from. 

There are no certainties until an ‘X’ appears next to the Islanders’ name 
in the standings, and that may not happen for some time. But never have 
their playoff chances looked better. 
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Devils vs. Islanders prediction: Bank on a tight matchup in the NHL 
Monday 

 

Action Network  

 

Even though they aren’t directly competing with one another, the stakes 
for Monday night’s Metropolitan Division meeting between the New 
Jersey Devils and New York Islanders are quite high. 

The Devils are still chasing the Carolina Hurricanes for the top spot in the 
Metropolitan Division, while the Isles are in the thick of a three-team race 
for the last playoff spot in the Eastern Conference with the Pittsburgh 
Penguins and Florida Panthers.  

It’s also a matchup of contrasting styles. 

The Devils are a team built on skill and speed, while the Islanders — 
especially with Mat Barzal on the shelf — rely on structure, physicality, 
and defense to grind out results.  

Which style will come out on Monday night? 

Devils vs. Islanders prediction 

(7:30 p.m. ET., ESPN+) 

As expected, the Devils are a popular favorite on the road in this 
matchup. 

New Jersey has been the better of the two teams all season and sits 17 
points ahead of the Isles in the standings.  

As wide as that gap is, things have tightened up between these two clubs 
since the All-Star break. 

The Devils still have the better record in that span with a .667 points 
percentage compared the Isles’ .636, but the two clubs have comparable 
statistical portfolios.  

In fact, the Islanders (+8) have the better 5-on-5 goal differential 
compared to the Devils (+4) in that span and their expected goals 
percentage is better. 

New Jersey has the best high-danger scoring chance rate in the entire 
league since the break, but the Islanders are 10th overall in that category 
in the same timeframe.  

The Devils have been terrific all season, but the Islanders are improving. 

Things are pretty tight along the edges, too. New Jersey has the better 
special teams, but they’re not elite in either category. 

Meanwhile, the Isles have a distinct advantage in goal, with Ilya Sorokin 
set to start after getting Saturday night off.  

Handicapping stylistic matchups in the regular season isn’t always that 
useful in the NHL, but this is a game where you have a pretty good idea 
of what the game plan will look like for both teams. 

While the Islanders will do everything in their power to slow the game 
down, the Devils will try to get things off-script and turn it into a track 
meet.  

New Jersey has the ability to run any team in the NHL out of the building, 
but the Islanders are experts at keeping things tight against more 
talented teams. 

The Isles’ ability to gum up the zone and their goaltending makes this an 
attractive game to back the 60-minute draw.  
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Adam Pelech impresses Lambert in win over Devils 

 

By Andrew Gross  

 

Adam Pelech has long had a reputation as perhaps the Islanders’ 
steadiest defender. 

He certainly lived up to that in the Islanders’ 5-1 win over the Devils on 
Monday night at UBS Arena. 

“I’ve seen him play a lot of hockey games since I’ve been here,” coach 
Lane Lambert said. “That was one of the best hockey games I’ve seen 
him play.” 

Pelech logged a game-high 25:02 of ice time with a team-high four 
blocked shots. He took two shots and was a plus-3. 

“He was outstanding tonight,” Lambert said. “He defended well. I just 
thought he was on top of his game and he’s been on top of his game for 
the last little while. So that’s nice for us.” 

Back on the ice 

Defenseman Sebastian Aho (upper body) resumed working on the ice 
with the Islanders at Monday’s morning skate, practicing with teammates 
for the first time since taking a high hit from the Sharks’ Kevin Labanc in 
San Jose on March 18. Aho missed his fourth game. 

“It indicates to me he’s getting closer,” said Lambert, who sounded as if 
he would insert Aho over rookie Samuel Bolduc once Aho is available. 

Isles files 

Top-line playmaker Mathew Barzal (suspected knee injury) still has yet to 
resume skating as he missed his 16th game. He will not travel to 
Washington for Wednesday night’s game against the Capitals… RW 
Josh Bailey was a healthy scratch for the fifth time in six games after 
logging 11:40 in Saturday’s 2-0 loss to the visiting Sabres. He did not 
have a shot and was on the ice for Kyle Okposo’s third-period goal to 
open the scoring…D Parker Wotherspoon and LW Ross Johnston 
remained healthy scratches…The Islanders hit the post three times 
against the Devils…RW Kyle Palmieri took a season-high seven 
shots…C Casey Cizikas and D Noah Dobson each had four shots. 
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Kyle Palmieri scores twice as Islanders top Devils at UBS Arena 

 

By Andrew Gross  

 

The Islanders executed their game plan, which was to use their 
physicality to slow down the speedy, playoff-bound Devils, particularly in 
establishing their forecheck and clogging the neutral zone. 

It was not quite a playoff-style performance – per players in the know – 
but Monday night’s 5-1 win over the Devils at UBS Arena to snap a two-
game losing streak was a huge step toward securing the Eastern 
Conference’s first wild-card spot for the Islanders. 

“It was tight,” said Kyle Palmieri, who scored twice and had three points. 
“There wasn’t a lot of chances. Jersey played, not a run-and-gun, but 
they like to use their speed and get chances off the rush and we were 
able to try and limit it. Even though maybe, for us, it was a little back-and-
forth, it was one of those things where we were in a good spot 
defensively.” 

Ilya Sorokin made 30 saves for the Islanders (38-28-9), including 14 in 
the third period as the Devils (46-20-8) mounted a sustained attack. But 
Palmieri snapped in a shot at 15:25 of the third period after the Devils 
turned the puck over deep in their zone to make it 3-1 and Bo Horvat, 
with his first goal in 12 games, and Zach Parise, shorthanded, added 
empty-netters. 

The Islanders moved three points ahead of the Penguins, who hold the 
second wild-card spot and have played two fewer games. The Panthers, 
who lost their fourth straight, are six points behind the Islanders and have 
played one fewer game. 

“I thought we stayed on top of them as best as we possibly could,” coach 
Lane Lambert said. “I thought, to a man, everybody worked. There 
weren’t any passengers and, certainly, full marks to our guys for the 
effort they put in. 

“Our neutral zone has been pretty good for quite a stretch now. We just 
stick to our structure and we know what that is – try to nullify some of the 
rush teams. Physicality, it’s part of our game.” 

The Islanders outhit the Devils 24-13 with defenseman Alexander 
Romanov credited with a game-high six hits. 

The Islanders, who lost 2-0 to the visiting Sabres on Saturday after being 
defeated 5-4 in overtime in Columbus the night before, are still 15-5-4 
since Jan. 27. They have a 9-3-0 mark in that span against teams 
currently holding playoff spots. 

The Devils’ Vitek Vanecek made 31 saves against the Islanders’ 
revamped lines as Lambert separated Horvat and Anders Lee for the first 
time in 16 games. But Brock Nelson’s intact line with Palmieri and Pierre 
Engvall combined for three goals and an assist. 

“It’s been way more physical in a playoff game,” said Engvall, who has 
played in the postseason with the Maple Leafs. “But, still, it was a hard 
game. I think we did a good job.” 

Engvall opened the scoring at 7:37 of the first period as he got to the 
crease to knock in the rebound of Palmieri’s initial shot. 

Palmieri regained a 2-1 lead for the Islanders at 14:21 of the second 
period as he circled the crease and waited patiently skating through the 
low slot before roofing a backhander. 

“I saw Nellie come down through the slot,” Palmieri said. “I wanted him 
first. It ended up being just a bit of a cluster in there. I found some space 
and tried to get a shot off.” 

Erik Haula’s shorthanded goal at 6:15 of the second tied it at 1-1 and the 
Devils had a potential third-period equalizer waved off – and confirmed 
via video review – as it was ruled Tomas Tatar kicked the puck into the 
net at 8:54 of the third period. 
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Adam Pelech impresses Lambert in win over Devils 

 

By Andrew Gross  

 

Adam Pelech has long had a reputation as perhaps the Islanders’ 
steadiest defender. 
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He certainly lived up to that in the Islanders’ 5-1 win over the Devils on 
Monday night at UBS Arena. 

“I’ve seen him play a lot of hockey games since I’ve been here,” coach 
Lane Lambert said. “That was one of the best hockey games I’ve seen 
him play.” 

Pelech logged a game-high 25:02 of ice time with a team-high four 
blocked shots. He took two shots and was a plus-3. 

“He was outstanding tonight,” Lambert said. “He defended well. I just 
thought he was on top of his game and he’s been on top of his game for 
the last little while. So that’s nice for us.” 

Back on the ice 

Defenseman Sebastian Aho (upper body) resumed working on the ice 
with the Islanders at Monday’s morning skate, practicing with teammates 
for the first time since taking a high hit from the Sharks’ Kevin Labanc in 
San Jose on March 18. Aho missed his fourth game. 

“It indicates to me he’s getting closer,” said Lambert, who sounded as if 
he would insert Aho over rookie Samuel Bolduc once Aho is available. 

Isles files 

Top-line playmaker Mathew Barzal (suspected knee injury) still has yet to 
resume skating as he missed his 16th game. He will not travel to 
Washington for Wednesday night’s game against the Capitals… RW 
Josh Bailey was a healthy scratch for the fifth time in six games after 
logging 11:40 in Saturday’s 2-0 loss to the visiting Sabres. He did not 
have a shot and was on the ice for Kyle Okposo’s third-period goal to 
open the scoring…D Parker Wotherspoon and LW Ross Johnston 
remained healthy scratches…The Islanders hit the post three times 
against the Devils…RW Kyle Palmieri took a season-high seven 
shots…C Casey Cizikas and D Noah Dobson each had four shots. 
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Bo Horvat's new linemates: Zach Parise and Hudson Fasching 

 

By Andrew Gross  

 

Lane Lambert knows for all the planning and mental gymnastics involved 
in trying to figure out the right line combinations to spark the Islanders’ 
offense, his coach’s work “may only last five minutes,” once the puck his 
dropped. 

The latest iterations for Monday night’s game against the playoff-bound 
Devils at UBS Arena included separating Anders Lee and top-line center 
Bo Horvat for the first time in 16 games and placing Zach Parise and 
Hudson Fasching on Horvat’s wings. 

Horvat, acquired from the Canucks on Jan. 30, entered Monday without a 
goal in 11 games and with only two assists in that span. Lee, who started 
on Jean-Gabriel Pageau’s line along with Simon Holmstrom — back in 
the lineup after his healthy scratch for Saturday’s 2-0 loss to the visiting 
Sabres — went without a point in six of his last seven games. 

“I think it’s going to be a good change,” Horvat said. “Leesy and I had 
success early and things kind of dwindled away. 

“I know I have to be better and start pulling my weight around here for 
sure . . . I think I definitely have another level to my game where I can be 
a lot better.” 

The Islanders entered Monday’s game with a tenuous hold on the 
Eastern Conference’s first wild-card spot. The loss to the Sabres, less 
than 24 hours after a 5-4 overtime road defeat to the conference-worst 

Blue Jackets, marked the fifth time this season the Islanders had been 
shut out. 

“We’re looking for production from all four lines,” Lambert said. “Prior to 
the last game, we had some good production and scored quite a few 
goals on the trip [12 goals in a 2-1-0 California swing]). At the end of the 
day, we’re trying to get everyone going. 

“We’re just looking for a spark and a combination. [Parise and Fasching] 
have been having some success and we’ll see what happens.” 

Parise, the oldest Islander to reach 20 goals at age 38, and Fasching, a 
27-year-old journeyman who has finally earned a full-time NHL role, have 
been the team’s best wings of late along with Kyle Palmieri. 

Parise had a four-game goal streak snapped against the Sabres and 
Fasching had four goals and four assists in his previous nine games. 

“They both work really hard,” Horvat said. “They make plays. They get in 
on the forecheck and they’ve been playing really well as of late.” 

Lambert kept his other two lines intact, with Brock Nelson in between 
Palmieri and Pierre Engvall and Casey Cizikas centering Cal Clutterbuck 
and Matt Martin. 

Garnering just one point in the back-to-back against the Blue Jackets and 
Sabres was definitely a missed opportunity. 

But not cause for panic. 

“It was disappointing for sure but there’s nothing you can do about it,” 
Clutterbuck said. “The only thing that can make it more disappointing is 
to let it linger. We had opportunities but we didn’t take advantage. We’ve 
got [seven] more cracks at it.” 

The Devils, meanwhile, clinched their first playoff berth since 2018 with a 
5-3 win over the Senators on Saturday. 

“They’ve had a great year,” said Palmieri, who played for the Devils from 
2015-21. “There’s been a lot of changeover since I was there. But the 
talent those young guys had, you knew it was going to take some time to 
cement themselves as everyday superstars, or whatever you call it. But I 
saw the way those guys worked and the talent they had. It’s not a 
surprise. You knew they had what it took, it was just a matter of time and 
trusting that process.” 
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Islanders’ Hudson Fasching has learned to prioritize mental health after 
early-career rough patch 

 

Kevin Kurz 

 

ELMONT, NY — The late fall/early winter of 2016 wasn’t at all enjoyable 
for Hudson Fasching, then a second-year pro in the Sabres organization, 
and sidelined with a groin injury in Rochester, New York, the home of 
Buffalo’s AHL affiliate. Fasching can recall getting injured on Halloween. 
He wasn’t able to play again until the middle of January, about two-and-
a-half months later. 

When the Amerks were traveling, Fasching was stuck at home. There 
wasn’t much to do sometimes other than get lost in his own thoughts, 
and that wasn’t always a great place to be. 

“I was kind of alone in Rochester. The team was on the road, I was out 
months. Just not in a great headspace,” Fasching said. 

So he did something about it. 
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“The next year I was like, I can’t do that again. That was awful. We had a 
sports psychologist on the team, so I just started working with her pretty 
regularly, and just built some habits out from there.” 

After the Islanders’ thrilling, come-from-behind 3-2 win over Buffalo on 
March 7 in which he scored the game-winning third-period goal, Fasching 
mentioned that he often utilizes “meditation and journaling” in his time 
away from the rink, and he credits that mental health routine for helping 
him navigate a career that has been up at times, and down at others. 

Now, at age 27, Fasching is up more than he ever has been on the ice, 
as he seems to finally be establishing himself as an everyday NHL 
player. Not only is he a mainstay in the lineup, but he’s also been one of 
the primary reasons the Islanders have been able to get themselves back 
into wild-card position. They opened up a six-point cushion on Florida on 
Monday with a 5-1 home win over the Devils (combined with a Panthers 
regulation loss to the Senators), and it would take a fairly monumental 
collapse for them to miss out on the playoffs now, with seven games left. 

Since key forward Mathew Barzal went out with a lower-body injury on 
Feb. 18, Fasching has 10 points in the last 16 games — tied for third on 
the team with Zach Parise. His 2.63 points per 60 minutes at five-on-five 
is second on the Islanders over that span, behind only Kyle Palmieri 
(2.89), who led the way on Monday with a pair of goals against his former 
club. 

Fasching expanded on his view about the importance of keeping himself 
mentally balanced on Monday morning before the Devils game. 

“I just think it’s a big part of the game. The game happens really fast, and 
if you don’t have a clear mind out there, it’s impossible to make a play,” 
he said. “I think the biggest thing I learned is to never get down on 
yourself. The same person off the ice is the same person that’s on the 
ice. I’m trying to be balanced in everything. That’s my approach.” 

As an added stress — albeit, a welcome one — Fasching and his wife 
welcomed a baby girl, Nora, into the world seven months ago. It’s been a 
bit more complicated to find time for those off-ice mental exercises that 
he’s leaned on for several years, but he still makes it a priority. 

“It’s an everyday battle,” Fasching said. “Being a parent now I have a lot 
less time and a lot more stress, so it’s something that I definitely stay on 
top of to just use to stay sane.” 

That Fasching is the Islanders’ biggest pleasant surprise this season is 
undeniable. He signed a one-way, league-minimum contract on August 
23, but didn’t seem to get much of a look in training camp. He dressed for 
just one preseason game, on Sep. 27 against the Devils, and even in that 
game he was on what would probably be considered the fourth line. 

That game seemed fairly uneventful for him judging from the scoresheet, 
as Fasching didn’t record any shots on goal, had just one attempt that 
was blocked, and wasn’t credited with any hits in 13:16 of ice time. 

Even so, Lane Lambert recalled that he made an impression. 

“I did notice him, for sure,” Lambert said late last week. “I said, OK, this 
guy can help. To what degree, I wasn’t sure.” 

In other words, Lambert probably didn’t envision then that Fasching 
would be in the top six at such a late stage of the season, but that’s 
where he was against the Devils, playing with Parise and Bo Horvat. 

The results were mixed — they didn’t produce any offense and were 
often in the defensive end, but they spent most of their time against Nico 
Hischier and Timo Meier, and didn’t get scored on against one of the 
league’s best offensive teams. 

In the previous handful of games, Fasching seemed to have growing 
chemistry with Parise, in particular, which is probably why Lambert 
figured they might help to spark Horvat, who was mired in an 11-game 
goal drought before scoring an empty-netter on Monday. 

“We’re communicating a lot,” Parise said of playing with Fasching. “We’re 
just trying to do the best we can together, and we’ve got some good 
chemistry going.” 

Regarding the line changes on Monday, which included Lambert putting 
Anders Lee with Jean-Gabriel Pageau and Simon Holmstrom, the coach 
said: “I liked the changes. … There was certainly some positives there 
with the changes, and we’ll see where it goes from there.” 

Fasching has seemed to earn Lambert’s trust primarily through his 
hockey sense — such as knowing when he should make the simple play, 
or when to try and create offensively. 

“There’s a line between making plays, and getting pucks in deep,” 
Lambert said. “I think he’s balanced that pretty well. But the ability to 
make that play is a key for me.” 

But even when Fasching errs, or has a rough night, he’s figured out the 
best way to personally deal with it. That ability to quickly move on is 
something he’s taught himself off the ice, including through the 
journaling. When he looks back on some of the things he’s written in the 
past, it serves as a reminder of how unproductive it really is to think 
negatively. 

“When you write things down you see how silly some of your thoughts 
are,” Fasching said. “Some of those negative thoughts that you have, like 
not believing in yourself. Like, why am I thinking that? It’s not helping me. 
That’s the biggest thing is that I’ve found negative emotion (and) negative 
thoughts don’t help you get better. It’s just like a crutch you’re leaning on 
to make yourself feel better, but it doesn’t really do anything.” 

Preparing his mind has become just as important as preparing his body. 
And the proof that it’s working has been on display for everyone to see. 

“It’s a tool to have in the toolbox of things to do, like stretching. (If) my 
muscles are tight … it’s the same thing for your mind, in my opinion.” 
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Surge to Playoffs: Palmieri, Islanders Fork Devils 5-1, Stay Ahead of 
Penguins 

 

Dan Kingerski  

 

The New York Islanders (38-28-9) needed that win if they liked being 
ahead of the Pittsburgh Penguins for the Eastern Conference’s first wild 
card. Kyle Palmieri had his best game of the season with a pair of goals 
and carried the Islander’s offense in the Islanders’ 5-1 win at UBS Arena. 

Palmieri had a hand in all three Islanders goals (before the empty 
netters), including the backbreaker late in the third period. Palmieri 
received a Devils d-zone turnover and wired a one-timer over Devils 
goalie Vitek Vanecek for a 3-1 lead in the final minutes. 

After failing to win either of their last two games (0-1-1), Pittsburgh closed 
within one point. In Game No. 75, the Islanders bombarded the second-
place New Jersey Devils (46-20-8) in the second period and held on in 
the third for a crucial 2-1 win at UBS Arena. 

The win was the Islanders’ sixth in their last 10 games (6-3-1) and put 
them three points ahead of Pittsburgh, which has two games in hand, 
and a much easier late-season schedule, including five of their final nine 
games against non-playoff teams. 

The Florida Panthers lost in regulation to the Ottawa Senators Monday, 
giving the Islanders a six-point lead over Florida with seven games to 
play. 
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Pierre Engvall snapped a three-game scoreless streak with an early first-
period goal. Palmieri had a full zone breakaway after Devils defenseman 
Ryan Graves fell at the blue line. Vanecek stuffed Palmieri, but Engvall 
(16) had an open net for an uncontested tap-in rebound goal. 

It was Engvall’s sixth point (4-2-6) in 11 games since the Islanders 
acquired him at the NHL trade deadline. The goal also camouflaged a 
slow start in which the Devils earned 16 scoring chances, according to 
NaturalStatTrick.com. 

Palmieri finally got his goal later in the second period with an 
extraordinary backhander. Palmieri (14) skated around the Devil’s net, 
paused, and completed the nearly full lap around the net before 
unleashing a wicked top-shelf backhander over Vanceck’s shoulder. 

The New York Islanders reversed the domination in the second, though 
they earned only a one-goal lead after two periods. The Islanders had a 
20-9 scoring chance advantage in the second period and a 29-12 shot 
attempt advantage. 

Devils center Erik Haula tied the game 1-1 when he swiped Brock 
Nelson’s ill-advised pass in the Devils’ zone for a 100-foot breakaway 
goal early in the second period. 

The Islanders dodged a bullet midway through the third period. Tomas 
Tatar appeared to score the tying goal, but the referees immediately 
waived it off due to a kicking motion. It was close, but after a review, the 
call was upheld. 

New Jersey charged in the third period. They ripped 10 of 13 shots in the 
first 15 minutes of the period, and only Islanders goalie Ilya Sorokin 
preserved the lead with extra-credit saves on Haula and Ondrej Palat. 

The Islanders protected the net despite heavy New Jersey pressure in 
the third period and the final minutes. 

Bo Horvat scored his first goal in 12 games when he added the empty 
netter. 

Zach Parise scored another empty netter with less than a second 
remaining. 

Sorokin improved to 7-1-2 in his last 10 games with the win. He stopped 
30 of 31 shots. Vanecek was no slouch and stopped 31 of 34. 

The Washington Capitals host the New York Islanders Wednesday at 
Capital One Arena. 
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James Reimer hasn’t thought ‘a whole lot’ about other opinions, 
reiterates Pride night stance based on faith 

 

Corey Masisak 

 

Sharks goalie James Reimer, speaking at length for the first time about 
his decision not to participate in the team’s Pride night activities last 
week, said he hadn’t thought “a whole lot” about other people’s opinions 
on his choice because “it’s something that I thought about for a long time” 
— reiterating that his stance was due to his religious beliefs. 

Reimer’s decision not to wear a Pride jersey and skip warmups at the last 
Sharks home game became one of the biggest stories in hockey. 

With the Sharks on the road for the last week, other players and teams 
have made similar decisions. Reimer is no longer the only non-Russian 
player to decline to wear a Pride jersey because of his religious beliefs — 
Eric and Marc Staal of the Florida Panthers did the same last Thursday. 

Despite praise for the Sharks organization for allowing the other players 
to make the decision to wear the jerseys without Reimer, the Chicago 
Blackhawks decided to not wear them at all, citing security concerns for 
their Russian player, Nikita Zaitsev. 

Reimer was back in San Jose on Monday for the first practice at Sharks 
Ice since Pride night. The Sharks play Tuesday night at SAP Center 
against the Winnipeg Jets. Coach David Quinn said Reimer will start in 
net for the Sharks. 

Reimer spoke with The Athletic and San Jose Hockey Now after practice: 

What has the last week been like? 

I’m not on social media or anything like that. I don’t really pay attention 
much to different reports or whatnot, whatever went out there. Obviously, 
I have a lot of friends and family and close people in the community in my 
faith have reached out. 

You mentioned your family, has it been tough on your family? Some 
people on your side might be paying attention, right? 

I think some people are obviously voicing their opinions and they don’t 
like what I did, which is 100 percent their right to do and say what they 
want. Yeah, I’m sure some of my family … you never like to hear people 
say things you don’t believe against someone you love, right? But, 
honestly, we haven’t chatted too much about what’s being said out there, 
especially with my extended family. My close family, my wife and my 
kids, we’re just staying close together and living our life. 

Have you talked to any of the guys who have done it since like the Staal 
brothers, or have they reached out? 

We talked a little bit on the morning of their game. We just texted back 
and forth a little bit. We’ve had some texts before that as well. There 
have been some other players in the league as well. There’s been good 
communication. 

Have you thought more at all about people’s opinions who feel that you 
were wrong? Have you seen or heard some of it, or thought about it at 
all? 

Not a whole lot. It’s not that I don’t care, but it’s not a decision where on 
that Friday night I was like, ‘Oh, this is what I’m going to do.’ It’s 
something that I thought about for a long time, probably almost a year. I 
tried to go to incredible lengths to try and say something as sensitively 
and decently as possible and try to understand all points. I tried to take 
all of that into account. 

I’ve seen a few comments here and there. I don’t want to say that I’ve 
thought of all (the reaction) before or thought of it leading up to it. I’m not 
all-knowing or have incredible wisdom. But it is something that I put a lot 
of thought into and tried to be as caring as possible. 

How do you think everyone in the locker room has handled it? 

I think it’s been good. I think the guys are pretty respectful of everyone’s 
opinions and beliefs. That’s kind of the case of how it’s been the last 
couple of years. I think everyone knows who I am and what I’m about. 
How I act and treat people on a day-to-day basis hasn’t changed from 
last Friday to whatever day today is. I don’t think it has, but you’d have to 
ask them. I don’t think anything has changed. 

One group in the LGBTQIA+ community that has been targeted the most 
is transgender people. What are your thoughts on transgender people? 

I think I would just refer back to my statement on that one. My beliefs in 
Christ, what I think the Bible says on that stuff. But people, regardless of 
their orientation or their activity or whatnot, they have value and worth, I 
would do my best to love them, the best way I know how. I don’t think 
there’s a limit per se. And it might be, I don’t know if it’s hard for people to 
understand or whatnot. 

But what I said, especially the last statement, everyone has value and 
worth. I’ll tell you, I wish people knew that wasn’t just a line I said. I have 
a heart for people. It doesn’t matter what you’ve done in the past, what 
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you do, and whatnot. I don’t want to keep [referring to my statement] over 
and over again, right? But obviously, I have my beliefs and things that I 
can’t personally endorse. But man, you love the person, you try and do 
whatever you can to get to know them or whatnot. That’s what I have to 
say, I guess. 
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Sabres’ Ilya Lyubushkin to sit out NHL’s latest Pride night event, fearing 
Russian law 

 

The Athletic Staff, Matthew Fairburn 

 

Sabres defenseman Ilya Lyubushkin will not participate in the team’s 
pregame skate ahead of its Pride night matchup with the Canadiens on 
Monday. The rest of Buffalo’s players will be wearing Pride jerseys, the 
Sabres said. Here’s what you need to know: 

Lyubushkin cited fears about Russian law and what it would mean when 
he goes home to Russia in his decision. The 28-year-old was born in 
Russia and started his career there. He returns home to his wife and 
children in the offseason. 

On Friday, NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly told The Athletic that the 
league does not have any information to suggest that Russian players 
are facing “material” threats, in Russia or elsewhere, if they choose to 
participate in Pride night activities. 

Buffalo said in a statement that it “feels strongly that one way to garner 
support (for the LGBTQIA+ community) is through wearing Pride jerseys 
and using Pride tape in warmups.” The Sabres added: “That said, we are 
aware of the general threats to certain players and understand their 
decision to forego risk.” 

pic.twitter.com/dyBGpWUYU7 

— Buffalo Sabres (@BuffaloSabres) March 27, 2023 

Backstory 

Teams’ concern for Russian player safety has arisen since Russia’s anti-
gay laws were amended in early December. Per The New York Times, 
the new law makes it “illegal to spread ‘propaganda’ about ‘nontraditional 
sexual relations’ in all media, including social, advertising and movies.” 
The law states fines can be up to $6,400 for citizens and $80,000 for 
organizations. 

Other NHL teams have gone forward this season with wearing Pride 
warmup jerseys, whether with full or near-full participation. 

In January, the Flyers had one player (Russian defenseman Ivan 
Provorov) opt out of warmups with his teammates on their Pride night 
because he didn’t want to wear the team’s Pride jersey, citing his 
Russian Orthodox religious beliefs. 

Earlier this month, the Sharks continued with plans to host their Pride 
night despite an opt-out by goaltender James Reimer, who cited his faith 
as a reason for not wearing a Pride jersey during warmups. Last week, 
the Blackhawks declined to wear Pride jerseys, with team sources citing 
“security concerns” for their three players of Russian heritage. 
Additionally, Panthers players Marc and Eric Staal did not participate in 
warmups as part of the team’s Pride night on Thursday, also citing their 
Christian beliefs. 

The NHL's Russia-Pride jersey problem, explained: Blackhawks join Wild 
in scrapping plans over safety concerns 

What they’re saying 

Sabres captain Kyle Okposo and defenseman Rasmus Dahlin both said 
the team supports Lyubushkin’s decision. 

Okposo said that “as an American and as a North American, I don’t think 
I’m able to understand the psychological decisions that he’s going 
through and some of the psychological burdens that he goes through 
being from a different part of the world.” 

He added: “I don’t think it’s fair to judge him in an apples-to-apples 
sense. We support Boosh in this room, and we want to make sure that 
he’s comfortable and we respect his decisions. I think that passing 
judgement on him without trying to understand the full scope of his 
decision would be unwise. We support him.” 

But both players also said it was important to keep having Pride nights. 

“Hockey’s for everyone and we want to promote it,” Dahlin said. “I think 
it’s important to forward as much because hockey, we need to grow and 
we need be even bigger. So it’s a good thing.” 

Okposo shared a similar sentiment. 

“You want to make sure that everybody is able to come to the rink and 
feel like they belong and feel like they’re accepted,” Okposo said. “And I 
think that that is something that as a society as a whole, we’re still 
grappling with and as a hockey community, we’re still grappling with as 
well. But we’re getting better. And we are going to continue to have these 
conversations and continue to get better. But it’s extremely important to 
have this night tonight.” 
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LeBrun: What I’m hearing about NHL’s upcoming free-agent coaches 
after the Jared Bednar extension 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

 

Jared Bednar’s contract extension didn’t generate nearly as much 
attention as it probably deserved last week. 

Which no doubt is fine for the reigning Stanley Cup-champion coach, 
who’s not one to seek the spotlight. 

But for the coaching fraternity, which has been trying to hold some of its 
pre-pandemic gains in salaries, it’s a significant contract. 

The rise in coaches’ salaries can really be traced back to Mike Babcock’s 
eight-year, $5.875 million annual deal signed in Toronto in May 2015 — a 
contract, by the way, which finally expires this June 30. 

Todd McLellan really helped his brethren, too, first signing a five-year 
deal worth $3 million per year in Edmonton in May 2015, which was a big 
deal for a lot of coaches with similar experience, and then following that 
up with a five-year deal worth around $5 million per year in Los Angeles 
in April 2019. 

Then the pandemic came, and it made sense for some clubs, with lower 
revenues, to push back a bit. 

But overall, it’s believed NHL head coach salaries have gone up around 
20 percent over the past five years. The average head coach salary was 
at about $2.6 million at the beginning of this season. 

And that doesn’t count extensions signed by Bednar in Colorado and 
Mike Sullivan in Pittsburgh, which won’t kick in until the 2024-25 season. 
Bednar’s new deal is worth just under $5 million a year (he’s making $2.1 
million this season and will make $2.3 million next season), and 
Sullivan’s will pay him around $5.5 million a year. 
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Currently, Jon Cooper in Tampa Bay is the highest-paid coach at around 
$5.3 million a year. 

Other significant deals last summer included Bruce Cassidy getting five 
years at a $4.5 million salary in Vegas, John Tortorella getting four years 
at a $4 million salary in Philadelphia and Pete DeBoer four years at a 
$4.25 million salary in Dallas. Those guys were all free agents when they 
signed. 

What’s also interesting is seeing coaches like Sullivan, Bednar and Don 
Granato in Buffalo all sign new deals so far out. Sullivan signed his 
extension last summer when he still had two years left on his deal. 
Granato signed last fall when he still had this year and next on his current 
deal. And Bednar signed almost 16 months before his current deal 
expires. 

That’s a trend that no doubt makes the NHL Coaches’ Association 
happy, as far as security and term for its coaches. 

Darryl Sutter in Calgary also signed a two-year extension back in 
October (his current deal was expiring after this season), which brings 
him through the 2024-25 season. And of course Rick Tocchet came on 
board in Vancouver in January on a three-year deal paying him $2.75 
million per season. 

And so we are down to three coaches on expiring deals after this season: 

Dallas Eakins, Anaheim 

Peter Laviolette, Washington 

Lindy Ruff, New Jersey 

Ruff could be a Jack Adams Award finalist this season. It would be 
deserved. Ruff’s patience in developing the Devils’ young core is bearing 
fruit. 

When the Devils brought in Andrew Brunette on a multi-year deal as an 
assistant coach last offseason — after he was a Jack Adams nominee in 
2021-22 in Florida — obviously people read into that, with Ruff’s contract 
expiring after this season. It’s worth pointing out, though, that as my TSN 
colleague Darren Dreger reported earlier his season, Brunette has an out 
in his Devils contract allowing him to pursue a head coaching job 
elsewhere if that presents itself this offseason. 

The question is, does Ruff at age 63 still want to grind it out behind the 
bench after this season? 

“I want to keep going,” Ruff told me in November. “I’m healthy. I feel 
good. So, try to just keep at it. I love the game too much. I think that’s 
why I’m still standing here.” 

As it stands now, the Devils want to wait until after the season to address 
Ruff’s future. The focus until then is on the approaching playoffs. 

The Laviolette situation is also interesting. He was hired by Washington 
in September 2020 on a three-year deal worth just under $15 million 
total. As we reported in the fall, there had been talks on an extension last 
summer, which seemed to indicate a deal was coming. But those talks 
went quiet once the season started and nothing got done. So we’ll see 
what happens after this season. The Caps’ season was in part derailed 
by injuries. Where does that leave Laviolette? 

In Eakins’ case, Ducks general manager Pat Verbeek has said he would 
decide after the season. My sense is Eakins, whom Verbeek inherited as 
coach after taking over as GM last season, will be judged mainly on the 
development of young players, rather than the team record. But I’m not 
ready to guess where that goes either way in Anaheim. 

And then there are the coaches with deals expiring after next season: 

Sheldon Keefe, Toronto 

D.J. Smith, Ottawa 

Rod Brind’Amour, Carolina 

Todd McLellan, Los Angeles 

Dave Hakstol, Seattle 

John Hynes, Nashville 

Andre Tourigny, Arizona 

Brad Larsen, Columbus 

There are a lot of guys with one year left after this season. Teams may or 
may not want to address that this summer. 

I believe there’s a decent chance we’ll see extensions for McLellan in Los 
Angeles and Hakstol in Seattle this summer. My sense is both front 
offices will want to extend those guys before next season. 

Brind’Amour signed a three-year contract in June 2021, just weeks 
before he would have become a free agent. It was a situation a lot of 
people were monitoring at the time because he would have been a hot 
candidate elsewhere, though I don’t think Brind’Amour himself was 
interested in coaching elsewhere. It’s not Tom Dundon’s style as 
Hurricanes owner to feel the need to extend a year out, so I’m guessing 
Brind’Amour coaches through this deal and then there’s another decision 
coming in the summer of 2024. 

Tourigny has done a heck of a job maximizing the roster given to him in 
Arizona. I suspect his future there is fairly secure. 

Barry Trotz is taking over officially as GM in Nashville on July 1, and I 
would guess he will want more time to get to know Hynes before making 
any decisions. 

In Ottawa, obviously the looming ownership change factors into not only 
what happens with Smith but also probably the entire front office. So 
that’s a tough one to predict. But Smith still has next season on his deal 
so there’s time for it to be figured out. 

Keefe signed a two-year extension in September 2021. He still had a 
year left on his previous deal, so the extension brought him through the 
2023-24 season. 

Obviously, there’s a lot riding on these playoffs for everyone in the Leafs 
organization. It’s well-documented that GM Kyle Dubas is on an expiring 
deal this season. Hard not to think Keefe’s future is tied to Dubas’. 
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Weekend NHL rankings: The 5 best teams who haven’t cracked the top 5 

 

Sean McIndoe 

 

As we head down the season’s final stretch, we’ve hit that part of the 
schedule where the top and bottom five aren’t changing all that much. 
The top five has featured the same three or four teams for most of the 
last few months, with the occasional cameo from a fringe contender or 
two. The bottom five is even more locked in, with four teams pretty much 
set in stone and just the last spot up for grabs. 

That’s life with a long-term view; as the long term becomes near term, it 
shouldn’t be fluctuating all that much. But it does mean some teams 
might not be getting the attention they deserve, especially in the top five. 
There are always more than five real contenders in the parity era, after 
all, and even if these teams aren’t chasing down the Bruins, they still 
deserve some respect. 

Let’s focus on a few of those good teams that haven’t cracked the top 
five all year long. We’ve had good teams like the Leafs, Stars and 
Lightning show up on the list from time to time. But today, let’s offer up 
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some accolades to the best five teams that haven’t found a spot even 
once all season long. 

Top five teams that haven’t cracked the top five this season 

5. New York Islanders — It’s still possible that they miss the playoffs, but 
they’ve been reasonably consistent and have the best goaltender in the 
league. If and when Mathew Barzal makes it back, would you want to 
face them in Round 1? 

4. Los Angeles Kings — They just keep rolling along. We highlighted 
them two weeks ago, and they’ve only been better since. And yet here 
we are again, with (spoiler alert) a different Pacific team slipping into the 
top five while the Kings aren’t even the top division team on this 
consolation prize list. The disrespect never ends, and at this point maybe 
that’s how Kings fans like it. 

3. Edmonton Oilers — They’re a deeply flawed team, but Connor 
McDavid is a very scary man and he’s angry. Mix in the fact that we’ll 
presumably only see Stuart Skinner in the playoffs, and the Oilers start to 
look like a team that will be good enough to go on a run that will seem 
predictable once it’s happening. For what it’s worth, the other rankings 
are getting on board. 

2. New York Rangers — I had to double-check because this feels like a 
team that I would have snuck in at least once or twice. But no, they’ve yet 
to appear, despite being the defending division champs with a ton of 
talent and big-name deadline reinforcements. What can I say, we all 
know sportswriters are biased against big-market Eastern teams. Still, 
when Igor Shesterkin and friends are beating the young Devils in five in 
Round 1, try to look surprised. 

1. Minnesota Wild — As longtime readers know, the only time the Wild 
ever top any sort of ranking is when it’s for being in the middle. So here 
they are, the best of the not-quite-best. They’ve somewhat quietly 
emerged as a Central front-runner, which would also make them 
conference favorites. And lately, they’re even doing it without Kirill 
Kaprizov. When he’s back, they’ll be even better. Or they won’t, and we 
can all blame him for secretly holding them back. It’s fun either way. 

(And if you’re a fan of one of these teams and you’re mad at me, just 
know that they finished sixth every single week.) 

On to the real top five … 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley Cup. 

Me: Modern society has become so fractured and hyper-partisan that 
there is literally nothing any major politician could say that would bring us 
all together in a spirit of unity and togetherness. 

Joe Biden: Watch this. 

Joe Biden just took a shot at the Toronto Maple Leafs in his speech to 
Parliament 

“I like your (hockey) teams, except the Leafs!” 

Biden says he doesn't like them cause the Leafs beat the Flyers in 
January #cdnpoli pic.twitter.com/01nxZ3l9Qr 

— Mackenzie Gray (@Gray_Mackenzie) March 24, 2023 

5. Vegas Golden Knights (46-21-6, +36 true goals differential*) — 
They’re back in the top five after a month-long absence. I still don’t 
remotely trust the goaltending (even though this was kind of neat), we’re 
still not sure what Mark Stone’s status is, and those Kings are lurking in 
the shadows like the unstoppable monster in a horror film. Still, the 
Knights are quietly putting together a strong finish, and are the favorites 
to take the Pacific’s top seed. If they get everyone back, and one of their 
13 goalies gets hot … 

4. Colorado Avalanche (43-23-6, +37) — I’m sticking with them as my 
Central pick for another week, especially with more easy points coming 

against the Ducks. After that, it gets real interesting, with the Wild and 
Stars at home to close out the week. This is the Avalanche’s chance to 
stake their claim to the division, or fumble it away. 

Also, happy anniversary to those who celebrate. 

3. New Jersey Devils (46-19-8, +57) — Jack Hughes is so good. 

Also, those uniforms are terrific. Commit to wearing those in the playoffs 
and I’ll move the Devils to No. 1. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes (47-16-9, +52) — Speaking of old-school 
uniforms, yesterday was Whalers day for the Hurricanes. I realize that 
one gets a bit divisive for the fan base, but I still think it’s cool. Of course, 
the Whalers never beat the Bruins, so getting a loser point in yesterday’s 
showdown was probably the best-case scenario. 

1. Boston Bruins (57-11-5, +118) — Man, the Bruins and Lightning 
looked like teams that think they’re meeting in the second round on 
Saturday, didn’t they? 

No love lost between the Lightning and Bruins   

Fireworks even before the drop of the puck. 

  @Sportsnetpic.twitter.com/sheoKEcfkt 

— The Athletic (@TheAthletic) March 25, 2023 

Boston held on for the win, and in doing so clinched the Atlantic Division, 
so breathe easy all you Bruins fans who were worried about somebody 
catching them. Meanwhile, yesterday’s news was David Pastrnak getting 
his 50th. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: Florida Panthers — After feeling quasi-inevitable for the last 
few weeks, the Panthers’ path to the playoffs got wobbly this week. 
Regulation losses to the Flyers and Leafs marked their first losing streak 
since January, and the first time they’ve gone without a point in back-to-
back games since New Year’s. The streak continued with Saturday’s loss 
to the Rangers, one that was followed by a dramatic Penguins win over 
the Capitals. All in all, not a great week for the Panthers’ chances. 

That said, they’re still in decent shape to snag a wild-card spot. While the 
Caps, Sabres and Senators are still hanging around the distant fringes, 
it’s basically a three-team race for two spots. The Penguins dynasty is 
chugging along with spare parts and duct tape at this point, and the 
Islanders are … fine. I’ve hung my hat on the Panthers making it pretty 
much all year long, so no need to change now, right? 

Probably. The bigger question might be whether they’re any threat at all if 
they do make it, or whether this will be a nice “happy to be here” story 
that ends in roughly four games. It sure feels like it’s the latter, especially 
with Sergei Bobrovsky looking ordinary or worse through most of March 
after teasing us with a warm streak. It’s tempting to remind everyone that 
this was a 122-point team last year, and even if they just sneak in under 
the wire, they deserve some respect. And yeah, there’s probably a world 
where the Panthers make some noise in the playoffs and we all look 
back in hindsight and say we should have seen it coming. I’m just not 
sure that’s this world. 

For now, they’ve got to make it first. That starts on the road, with a four-
game trip this week. The good news is that their schedule is reasonably 
friendly — their last nine include the Senators twice, plus the Sabres, 
Capitals, Habs and Blue Jackets. They’ve also got the Leafs twice and 
the Hurricanes once, but Toronto has nothing to play for and Carolina is 
the very last game of the season, so they could be resting guys. Ideally, 
you’d probably like a game or two against the Penguins or Islanders so 
you could control your own destiny, but this isn’t a bad alternative. 
Everything is set up for this team to make it. 

Once they do … eh. We’ll see. I’ve done my best to pump the Panthers’ 
tires over the years, and maybe getting back to their underdog roots is 
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just what this group needs. But if you’re the Bruins or Hurricanes, let’s 
just say I don’t think you’re too worried about the possibility. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed toward dead last, and the best lottery 
odds for Connor Bedard. 

Ugly news out of Arizona, where minority owner Andrew Barroway has 
been arrested on charges of assault and domestic violence. Barroway 
became the team’s majority owner in 2014, but sold most of his stake to 
Alex Meruelo in 2019. He’s been suspended indefinitely by the league 
“pending further information.” 

5. Montreal Canadiens (29-38-6, -61) — Every team deals with injuries, 
and every team can play the “if only we’d been healthy card.” But some 
teams really do get hit harder than others, and Arpon takes a look at how 
much of an impact that’s had on the Habs. 

4. Anaheim Ducks (23-40-10, -108) — With nine games left, the Ducks 
are 23 goals away from setting the cap-era record for most goals allowed 
in a season. I like their odds — in their most recent nine games, they’ve 
allowed 35. Also, they get to face McDavid twice in that stretch, so … 
yeah, good luck with that. 

3. Chicago Blackhawks (24-43-6, -83) — Some good news: There’s still a 
chance we could see Jonathan Toews again this season. 

Jonathan Toews has been skating while the team was away. Richardson 
said he felt good after skating this morning. No set timeline for his return, 
but Richardson sounds optimistic. 

— Mark Lazerus (@MarkLazerus) March 26, 2023 

More good news: They’ve lost five straight in regulation, so the top spot 
in the lottery is still very much in play. 

2. Columbus Blue Jackets (23-42-7, -89) — Everyone’s hurt, they got a 
cool highlight-reel goal that everyone will remember, and they lost 8-2 to 
the Habs. As a tanking team running out the stretch, that’s about as good 
a week as you could hope for. 

1. San Jose Sharks (19-39-15, -72) — We have a new No. 1, the fifth 
team to grab the spot on the year and the first new one since December. 
The Sharks have always felt like a long shot for the top lottery odds 
because, on paper, they had more talent than any of the tank brigade. 
Even with Timo Meier in New Jersey, that’s still true. 

But man are they bad. They’ve lost nine straight, and haven’t had a 
regulation win in five weeks. Even worse — or better, depending on your 
perspective — their closing schedule is crammed with teams like 
Winnipeg, Calgary, Colorado and Edmonton, who all still have playoff 
spots or home ice to play for. It’s possible they don’t win a game the rest 
of the way. 

Not ranked: Buffalo Sabres — So … about that meaningful second-half 
hockey. It’s been fun, right? Well worth the wait? 

It’s been a weird four weeks for the Sabres. One month ago today, they’d 
won five of six and were coming off wins over the Lightning, Panthers 
and Capitals. They were one point back of the Penguins for a wild-card 
spot, leading the pack of outside-looking-in contenders. With a young 
team powered by one of the league’s best stories, it felt like the Sabres 
had the momentum. I was on board, and you were too. 

That feels like a long time ago. In four weeks since, the Sabres have 
gone 4-8-2. They’ve lost by scores of 7-1 and 7-0 (both to the Bruins), 
plus 7-3 and a night where they gave up a 10-spot. It hasn’t been all bad 
— they had wins against the Devils, Lightning and Leafs — but it’s been 
close. Saturday’s must-win against the Islanders kept them alive, but only 
barely. 

It’s almost certainly all adding up to a 12th straight year without a playoff 
spot. They might not even come all that close. 

But the season is still a success, right? The optimist’s view goes like this: 
The Tage Thompson breakout is huge, Rasmus Dahlin finally took that 
big step forward, Owen Power looks good, Jeff Skinner is back and 
Dylan Cozens looks like a star. It’s a rebuild, and there are going to be 
some bumps in the road. Sure, the goaltending is bad, but that was 
expected, and you can fix that in the offseason with one move. The point 
is that the Sabres were long shots to make the playoffs heading into the 
year, so the fact that they came close-ish before fading isn’t a disaster. 

And I’m pretty sure that’s the right way to look at things. The flip side 
would be to point out that this is what the Sabres always do — look great 
for a few short stretches, fall apart as soon as anyone gets excited about 
them, and then end the year as an afterthought. Progress is nice, but at 
some point, you need to be good for more than a few weeks in a row, 
and it’s long past the point where the Sabres should be patting 
themselves on the back for failing with style. There’s some truth there 
too, but it’s mean, so I’m going to stay on the positive side here. Let’s get 
Tage to 50 goals, cross our fingers for some lottery luck, and then hope 
that Devon Levi can save us all. 

Next year is the one, baby. Sabres fans know the drill. 
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Inside the strange and secretive business of team-mandated NHL fines 

 

Joshua Kloke 

 

Ryan Hartman walked into the Minnesota Wild practice facility with a 
sense of resolve. The nine-year NHL forward had been a healthy scratch 
the previous evening against the Philadelphia Flyers. 

But righting a wrong was only one of the items on his to-do list. 

“Today,” Hartman said, nodding while looking around the Wild dressing 
room, “is tax day.” 

As he does once a month, Hartman will work his way around the Wild 
dressing room and collect money from his teammates. 

The previous night, Hartman pored over a spreadsheet with updated 
tallies of who owes what. He sent out a flurry of text messages to 
teammates: “This is what you owe. I’m coming for you tomorrow.” 

Call Hartman what you want: the taxman, the team treasurer, the fine 
master. Hartman has a volunteer position in charge of handling a 
consistently growing pot of money accrued from Wild players. Most 
teams require a player like Hartman because large amounts of money 
changing hands among teammates is a tradition in the NHL. That money 
is gathered in large part to encourage team building. Part of the money 
collected is because players voluntarily have put “money on board,” a 
practice of promising an amount of money before a game a player will 
owe should the team win, be it for playing in their hometown or, say, if 
they’re playing in a milestone game. 

And then there’s another practice: getting fined for a variety of 
unconventional infractions. 

“There’s so many things you get fined for,” Maple Leafs defenseman 
Mark Giordano said. 

Not every team fines players. And many that do see it as a dwindling yet 
good-natured practice. It’s one some veterans believe has merit. 

Welcome to the strange, almost-secretive world of team-mandated NHL 
fines. 

Almost a generation ago, Marc-André Fleury was a reserved young 
goalie trying to man his way through the rules of his new life in the NHL: 
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the unflappable importance of being on time for meetings and flights, the 
heightened dress codes compared to junior hockey — and, um, being 
well-mannered. 

“There was a guy on Pittsburgh who would always pick his nose in the 
locker room,” Fleury said. The embarrassment of being caught wasn’t 
punishment enough. “So every time, guys would shout at him, ‘Hey, 10 
bucks.’” 

Early in Fleury’s rookie year, he got hit with his own first hefty fine. 

“I couldn’t tie my tie,” Fleury said, recalling how then-veteran teammate 
Marc Bergevin would chirp him relentlessly. “So, I got fined because my 
tie looked terrible.” 

A large percentage of team-directed fines remains contingent on 
wardrobe choices. 

Leafs forward Zach Aston-Reese remembered a former teammate 
getting fined for wearing Cole Haan shoes. Even with the slowly shifting 
dress codes among NHL teams, teammates aren’t afraid to dole out fines 
if a player’s look starts to slip. That goes for accessories, too. 

“At training camp, you get a (swag) bag with a bunch of stuff in it,” Maple 
Leafs defenseman Morgan Rielly said. A former teammate was using it 
as his travel bag. “We said if he showed up for the next flight with that 
bag, it’s a $500 fine.” 

Most players surveyed for this story agree $500 is the de facto fine 
amount. 

Flyers forward James van Riemsdyk said one of his teammates might get 
fined this season because “all of his clothes and all of his luggage are 
either team-issued or NHLPA-issued.” 

“You’re in the NHL,” Rielly said. “You’re not supposed to be wearing the 
same shirt six days in a row. I always think that’s pretty funny.” 

It’s always veterans who enforce these kinds of fines. 

“This year, we had a younger guy who had a little incident with his 
wardrobe choice at a dinner,” Buffalo Sabres captain Kyle Okposo said. 
“Sweatpants on the road. That’s worth a fine. He’s learning.” 

Fines don’t stop at wardrobe-related infractions. 

“I’m a big believer in the common sense fine,” Columbus Blue Jackets 
defenseman Erik Gudbranson said. “A cheap one.” 

Example: Should an NHL player get caught wearing white socks with 
dress shoes or leave their towel on the floor after coming out of the 
shower, these are fineable offenses according to Gudbranson, even if it’s 
just $50. 

“Sometimes it can be funny,” Gudbranson said. “But it can also be a sign 
of respect.” 

Not every team takes this approach, however. 

New Jersey Devils defenseman Damon Severson was adamant that the 
Devils don’t have a strict dress code and, therefore, have barely had to 
fine any players this season. 

“If you want to wear white shoes with dress socks, we don’t give a s— 
about any of that stuff here,” Severson said. “We believe just in being 
yourself. If you go back a few years, (former Devils general manager Lou 
Lamoriello) had rules with the dress code and shaving, but it’s kind of the 
opposite now — and that’s no disrespect to Lou. We want our 
personalities to be shown.” 

Speaking of grooming habits, van Riemsdyk said if one of his Flyers 
teammates gets caught with a flashy new haircut, that’s a fine. He admits 
it’s a struggle for players like him who keep it tight up top. He said, 
almost quietly out of fear of getting found out by nearby teammates, that 
he got a haircut a few days prior. 

“It almost works the other way: You get a haircut every two or three 
weeks, it doesn’t look like you’ve gotten a cut. Then you can steer clear 
of (a fine),” van Riemsdyk said. 

Edmonton Oilers forward Derek Ryan knew he was going to get hit with a 
fine ahead of a game against the Arizona Coyotes on Dec. 7. While 
taking standard laps in warmup, Ryan bumped into a teammate and fell 
to the ice. 

“My helmet went flying everywhere, stick on the ice,” Ryan said. 

Wow, that’s embarrassing, Ryan thought to himself. 

Equally embarrassing would be the shame of having to pay for the 
mistake afterward. Every team The Athletic surveyed agreed that when 
players fall on the ice during warmups, they’re on the hook for $500. 

“I remember I knocked (then-teammate Brendan Shanahan) over in 
warmups,” Islanders forward Zach Parise recalled of the one season he 
spent alongside the Hall of Famer. “I wasn’t about to impose a fine for 
that.” 

The rule has taken on different iterations league-wide. Fleury said the 
Wild charge double if a player loses his helmet. The Nashville Predators 
go the other way, according to defenseman Ryan McDonagh. 

“If you fall on one knee, that’s only half the fine. But if it’s a full wipeout, 
that’s a full fine. You’ve got to be careful out there,” McDonagh said. 

Then there’s the fine players are almost terrified of: being late for a team 
function, a meeting or a departing bus or flight. 

“A team sin,” Severson said. 

Driving through downtown Columbus en route to a team gala recently, 
Blue Jackets forward Sean Kuraly realized he was well behind schedule. 

“The fine just stamps that you were late,” Kuraly said. “It’s embarrassing. 
It’s like you’re the guy who’s not following the things that help the team.” 

Leafs forward Noel Acciari remembers during his time with the Florida 
Panthers that if a player was late for a meeting, they’d be on the hook for 
the next team dinner. 

But that would easily be more expensive than a standard $500 fine, no? 

“Especially when you know someone else is paying for dinner,” Acciari 
joked. 

The list of fineable offenses doesn’t stop there: If a player, before puck 
drop, is taking part in a game of Sewer Ball — which players try to keep a 
soccer ball from hitting the ground in a circle to limber up — and you kick 
the ball to the ceiling, that’s a fine. Getting the ball stuck in the ceiling 
raises the fine even more. 

If a cellphone starts ringing in a team meeting? One player said that’s a 
fineable offense on his Western Conference team. 

Fleury recalled getting a $250 fine for breaking a stick. 

“I was real mad after a game, and I swung my stick,” he said. “It was a 
wood stick, too, so it was only $60. So, they made a profit.” 

Still, plenty of players surveyed by The Athletic insist they’ve avoided 
being fined throughout their entire NHL careers. 

“You have to really screw up to get fined,” Rielly said. 

OK, so you owe money for a fine, and it’s time to pay the piper. Sabres 
fine collector Zemgus Girgensons offers many payment options. 

“I’ve got everything. Venmo, Square, check,” he said. 

Every fine keeper throughout the NHL has their own manner of collecting 
fines, but most of them, like Predators fine keeper Colton Sissons, prefer 
payment electronically. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 28, 2023 

 

“We had to change with the times,” Sissons said, noting how he acquired 
a Square chip reader to accept payments. Sissons set up a separate 
bank account just for the team’s fine and money-on-the-board funds, and 
he owns a credit card for that account if he needs to make team-related 
purchases. 

“It’s a business,” he said, only partly in jest. “I catch guys when we’re 
stuck on the plane together. They know I don’t take any s—.” 

Hartman also uses a credit card swiper to collect fines. 

“No excuses. If someone says, ‘I don’t have a check today,’ I’m like, 
‘Well, hand me your wallet,’” he said. 

There are other methods. Some teams such as the Blues and the Oilers 
take fines directly out of players’ paychecks. 

“You didn’t even have to worry. Which is better, because you know it’s 
being taken care of,” Acciari said of his time with the Blues. 

Some teams, like the Leafs, prefer to keep it old school and deal in cash 
only. 

“It’s a hassle to go to the bank,” Leafs defenseman Justin Holl said. 

To mitigate the hassle for Rielly, the Leafs collector, he had a safe built 
into his dressing-room stall at Scotiabank Arena. He’ll remind players of 
their dues on game days so he can quickly throw the money into his safe, 
though he openly admits “it’s hard to track guys down.” 

It’s hard not to read Rielly’s efforts as him tiring of the process. 

“I liked doing it (when he started),” Rielly said of being the fine keeper. “I 
don’t like doing it as much anymore.” 

So why do it? What benefit is there for the fine keeper? 

“Someone’s got to do it,” Girgensons said, shrugging his shoulders. 

Multiple NHL players said for a player to be appointed the fine keeper, 
they only have to tick a few boxes: If you’re a well-liked and trusted 
veteran, this glamorous job may be yours for the taking. 

“It’s actually a lot more work than anyone thinks,” Sissons said. 

What about some slight interest in numbers? Perhaps balancing books 
for an NHL team’s fine fund is a precursor to a career after hockey in 
finance? 

“I did like math class,” Sissons said. “But that’s not why I took the job. I 
guess people think I’m trustworthy.” 

Modest as some of the fine keepers might be, there are perks to the job if 
you put the effort in. If you’re able to manage large sums of money and 
transfer them back and forth between a bank account and a credit card, 
you could be in for some sneaky benefits. 

“I pay for things out of my own account, and I get all the points,” Sissons 
said. 

Hartman agrees. After collecting payments from players, he uses a credit 
card to use that money to shell out for team events. 

“The credit card is maxed out right now. We’ve had a few trips recently … 
with some big dinners,” Hartman said. 

He’s not bothered though. The recently-engaged Hartman is thinking 
long-term: Stay on top of guys, and then use that money to pay for team 
functions, and those points will add up. 

“Maybe I’ll get a honeymoon out of it,” he said, a smile creeping out from 
behind his thick beard. 

Hartman’s plan isn’t devious by any means. Even for him, there is a 
team-building element to being the collector of the fines, and some NHL 
players informed of his process appeared slightly jealous. Every month, 
Hartman will buy three $500 Best Buy gift certificates and hand them out 
to his three Wild teammates who paid the most money that month into 

the team’s fund. It’s partly an incentive both for paying on time and for 
contributing to the team fund, but partly born out of Hartman’s own guilt. 

“It’s a discount,” he said, modestly. “I feel bad. But we do spend it.” 

And spend they do. Come the end of the season, there is always an 
effort to put the money back in the hands of the team. 

For the Leafs, perhaps that means the team taking in an NFL game on 
the road. There are Super Bowl parties and Masters parties, too. And on 
Feb. 27, multiple Leafs took in a Bruce Springsteen concert in Seattle for 
some team-building and to help accelerate the bonding process for 
newcomers. The Leafs welcomed recently acquired teammates Sam 
Lafferty and Jake McCabe then. 

“To get into an environment like that and get to know the guys is perfect,” 
McCabe said of the concert. 

The year-end team party often sucks the most money out of the fine 
fund. The amount of money teams will spend on food, drinks, event 
space and the event itself varies, but multiple NHL players said 
somewhere in the range of $50,000 for a year-end party is a fair 
estimate. 

Gudbranson noted how after the team’s head equipment manager, Jamie 
Healy, logged his 2,000th professional game on Jan. 29, the team dipped 
into the fund to purchase him a gift. 

Ultimately, many NHL veterans view the money they can raise through 
the fine fund as less of a benefit to the team than the practice itself. 

“Us veteran guys have to hold the young guys accountable more,” 
McDonagh said. 

Gudbranson is adamant: The practice of good habits in the NHL has 
been “lost a little bit.” 

The argument that fining young players heightens standards of 
professionalism league-wide is rooted in history. Gudbranson recalls his 
rookie duties while playing junior hockey for the Kingston Frontenacs: 
Unloading equipment from the team bus, mopping floors and helping out 
with laundry. These duties were not rituals to make players feel beyond 
uncomfortable, a practice that has no place in hockey. But, according to 
Gudbranson, understanding the benefits of working for the team is a 
concept that should be applied in the NHL. And if those concepts, such 
as respecting the dressing room, are forgotten, Gudbranson believes “the 
fine system can help with that.” 

“You move away from home and your parents aren’t there to parent you 
anymore. Those little things, they teach you a lot,” Gudbranson said. 

Of course, no young NHL player is going to be asked to mop the floor as 
a form of punishment. 

But if fining young players for otherwise asinine offenses maintains a 
level of professionalism in the NHL, then veterans like Gudbranson aren’t 
going to be afraid to remind young players to have a credit card nearby at 
all times. 

“You’re a professional athlete,” Gudbranson said. “You’ve got to act the 
part.” 
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ESPN / NHL playoff standings: The Wild's path to win the West 

 

Tim Kavanagh 
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The Minnesota Wild are a first-place hockey team heading into Monday 
night's game against the Seattle Kraken (8 p.m. ET, ESPN+/Hulu). But 
might they have their sights set even higher? 

There is quite a jumble atop the Western Conference, and leading into 
the Monday slate, the Wild (93 points, 30 regulation wins) are five points 
and four regulation wins behind the Vegas Golden Knights for the 
conference's No. 1 playoff seed. The Los Angeles Kings are next (96, 
33), followed by the Dallas Stars (92, 32), Colorado Avalanche (92, 30), 
and Edmonton Oilers (91, 37). 

Based purely on strength of schedule, the Stars still have the easiest 
path, but the Wild have two pivotal upcoming games if they want to catch 
Vegas: They'll play a home-and-home against the Knights on April 1 (in 
Vegas) and April 3 (in St. Paul). That pair of games will tell us a lot. 

As we enter the final stretch of the regular season, it's time to check all 
the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for position in the 
2023 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Boston Bruins vs. WC2 Pittsburgh Penguins 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 New York Islanders 

M2 New Jersey Devils vs. M3 New York Rangers 

Western Conference 

C1 Minnesota Wild vs. WC1 Seattle Kraken 

C2 Colorado Avalanche vs. C3 Dallas Stars 

P1 Vegas Golden Knights vs. WC2 Winnipeg Jets 

P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Edmonton Oilers 

Monday's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All games not on ESPN, TNT or NHL Network 
are available via NHL Power Play, which is included in an ESPN+ 
subscription (local blackout restrictions apply). 

Montreal Canadiens at Buffalo Sabres, 7 p.m. 

Florida Panthers at Ottawa Senators, 7 p.m. 

New Jersey Devils at New York Islanders, 7:30 p.m. 

Seattle Kraken at Minnesota Wild, 8 p.m. (ESPN+/Hulu) 

Colorado Avalanche at Anaheim Ducks, 10 p.m. 

Edmonton Oilers at Arizona Coyotes, 10 p.m. 

Sunday's scoreboard 

Watch "In the Crease" on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Colorado Avalanche 4, Arizona Coyotes 3 (SO) 

Boston Bruins 4, Carolina Hurricanes 3 (SO) 

Vancouver Canucks 4, Chicago Blackhawks 2 

Toronto Maple Leafs 3, Nashville Predators 2 

Los Angeles Kings 7, St. Louis Blues 6 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

y - Boston Bruins 

Points: 119 

Regulation wins: 49 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 134 

Next game: vs. NSH (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 97 

Regulation wins: 37 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 109 

Next game: vs. FLA (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 90 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 8 

Points pace: 100 

Next game: @ CAR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 89 

Next game: @ OTT (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 37% 

Tragic number: 16 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 76 
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Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Points pace: 87 

Next game: vs. MTL (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 7% 

Tragic number: 15 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 75 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 84 

Next game: vs. FLA (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 2% 

Tragic number: 12 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Points pace: 81 

Next game: vs. PIT (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 10 

Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 64 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 72 

Next game: @ BUF (Monday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 1 

Metropolitan Division 

x - Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 103 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 10 

Points pace: 117 

Next game: vs. TB (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - New Jersey Devils 

Points: 100 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 112 

Next game: @ NYI (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 96 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 108 

Next game: vs. CBJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 83 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 8 

Points pace: 92 

Next game: vs. NJ (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 74% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 82 

Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 92 

Next game: @ DET (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 78% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 8 

Points pace: 84 
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Next game: vs. NYI (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 1% 

Tragic number: 11 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Points pace: 77 

Next game: vs. MTL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 7 

e - Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Points pace: 60 

Next game: @ NYR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Central Division 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 93 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 105 

Next game: vs. SEA (Monday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 92 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 10 

Points pace: 105 

Next game: @ ANA (Monday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 92 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 103 

Next game: @ CHI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 85 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 8 

Points pace: 94 

Next game: @ SJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 78% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Points pace: 91 

Next game: @ BOS (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 9% 

Tragic number: 16 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 81 

Next game: vs. VAN (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 6 

e - Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 8 

Points pace: 74 

Next game: vs. EDM (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Chicago Blackhawks 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 28, 2023 

 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 61 

Next game: vs. DAL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Pacific Division 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 98 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 110 

Next game: vs. EDM (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 96 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 108 

Next game: @ CGY (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 91 

Regulation wins: 37 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 102 

Next game: @ ARI (Monday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Seattle Kraken 

Points: 88 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 10 

Points pace: 100 

Next game: @ MIN (Monday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 8 

Points pace: 90 

Next game: vs. LA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 14% 

Tragic number: 13 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 82 

Next game: @ STL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 7 

e - Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 56 

Regulation wins: 13 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 63 

Next game: vs. COL (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - San Jose Sharks 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 14 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 9 

Points pace: 60 

Next game: vs. WPG (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Y -- Clinched division; X -- Clinched playoff berth; E -- Eliminated from 
playoff contention 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order of the first round, so 
the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 selection. 
As of 2021, a team might move up a maximum of 10 spots if it wins the 
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lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 pick. Full 
details on the process can be found here. Sitting No. 1 on the draft board 
for this summer is Connor Bedard, who has been lauded as a 
generational talent. 

1. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 14 

2. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 15 

3. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 16 

4. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 56 

Regulation wins: 13 

5. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 64 

Regulation wins: 20 

6. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 20 

7. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 25 

8. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 24 

9. St. Louis Blues 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 25 

10. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 22 

11. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 75 

Regulation wins: 28 

12. Washington Capitals 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 26 

13. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 27 

14. Florida Panthers* 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 31 

15. Nashville Predators 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 26 

16. Calgary Flames 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 27 
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ESPN / Who are the top candidates for NHL coach, GM jobs? 

 

Emily Kaplan 

 

When we compiled a list two years ago of up-and-coming NHL coach 
and general manager candidates, we noted how familial the hiring 
practices could be. Since the 2005-06 season, nearly 60% of the 
coaches hired were what the industry calls "retreads," and it was rare to 
see an outside-the-box candidate take over the general manager role. 
More glaringly, the positions had almost exclusively gone to white men. 

In the past year, there has been a sea of change across hockey. San 
Jose hired Mike Grier, making him the league's first Black GM. A historic 
offseason included six women being promoted to NHL assistant general 
manager positions; prior to 2022 only one woman held that title in league 
history. One of the new assistant GMs, Alexandra Mandrycky in Seattle, 
became the first woman elevated to that position to specialize in 
analytics. Jessica Campbell was named an assistant coach in Coachella 
Valley, making her the first woman behind the bench in the AHL. And in 
the ECHL, Joel Martin was hired in Kalamazoo, joining Jason Payne 
(Cincinnati Cyclones) as the only Black head coaches in North American 
professional hockey. Patrik Allvin, who is Swedish, was also hired as GM 
in Vancouver, giving the NHL two European general managers. 

We're starting to see leaders in hockey become more diverse, including 
diversity in thought process. But for all the progress, it will likely take 
more time to see some of them in the highest positions, as they continue 
to rise the ranks. 

There are plenty of bright hockey minds working their way up in the sport, 
and some are more seasoned and ready for an opportunity now. ESPN 
polled 24 people in and around the NHL -- agents, front-office executives, 
league officials -- and asked two questions. Who is up next? And who 
should we be keeping an eye on? We combined that data with input on 
the politics of hiring cycles, understanding what ownership and people in 
hiring positions are looking for and which candidates might have backing 
around the league that elevates them to the top of shortlists. Here are the 
results. 

Ready right now 

These are coaches who have put in the work and could step in and lead 
a team right now. 

Andrew Brunette, New Jersey Devils assistant coach 

The Florida Panthers changed course to hire Paul Maurice instead of 
promoting Brunette -- who as an interim coach following Joel 
Quenneville's forced resignation last season ushered the franchise to its 
first Presidents Trophy. Brunette took an assistant job in New Jersey and 
could be next in line to succeed 63-year-old Lindy Ruff, unless another 
organization scoops him first. Said one player who has been coached by 
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Brunette: "He has a way of connecting with guys. He's a really fun guy 
but is definitely serious when he needs to. I like his communication style." 

Spencer Carbery, Toronto Maple Leafs assistant coach 

The 41-year-old is one of the buzziest names on the coaching circuit -- 
and that's even before he landed in Toronto, center of the hockey media 
universe. A few respondents said to monitor Carbery as an option for the 
Capitals should they make a change. Carbery is thought highly of in the 
Caps organization after three years leading its top minor league affiliate, 
the Hershey Bears. He has been a quick riser after winning ECHL Coach 
of the Year (2014) and AHL Coach of the Year (2021). Washington 
wanted to keep him on, but Carbery took an assistant job with the Maple 
Leafs in 2021. Since Carbery took over running the power play, Toronto 
has the league's second-best man-up unit (behind Edmonton). 

Jay Leach, Seattle Kraken assistant coach 

After four years as the head coach of the AHL Providence Bruins, Leach 
was hired as one of the inaugural assistant coaches with the Seattle 
Kraken prior to the 2021-22 season. He was in consideration for the 
Bruins' head coaching job this past summer after Bruce Cassidy was 
fired, with the B's picking Jim Montgomery. Leach was described by one 
former colleague as "warm and engaging." 

"If you spend 15 minutes in conversation with him, you'll realize he has 
that 'it' factor," the former colleague said. "Like, this guy is a leader of 
men. Someone you'd have no problem being front-facing for your 
organization." 

Marco Sturm, AHL Ontario Reign head coach 

One respondent put it bluntly: "Nobody would be surprised if he takes 
over for Todd McLellan as the coach of the Los Angeles Kings one day." 
McLellan and the Kings are invested in the development of Sturm, the 
former NHL forward who had a strong run as the GM of Germany's 
national team. The Kings essentially handpicked Sturm for the role of 
Reign head coach, not interviewing anyone else. "McLellan respects 
Sturm a lot," one respondent said. "Instead of staying on as an assistant 
for another season, [McLellan] told [Sturm] to go to the AHL to get head 
coaching experience, which was a smart move for his development." 

Ryan Warsofsky, San Jose Sharks assistant coach 

The Massachusetts native came up through the Washington Capitals 
farm system, serving as coach and director of hockey operations for the 
ECHL's South Carolina StingRays. 

Warsofsky won two Calder Cups as a coach in the Carolina Hurricanes 
system. The first came as an assistant with the Charlotte Checkers, 
which one respondent mentioned was especially impressive since "the 
team was on a shoestring budget." The second was as the head coach of 
the Chicago Wolves after the Canes switched affiliates. While coaching 
Chicago, Warsofsky was the youngest head coach in the AHL at age 34. 
He joined David Quinn's bench in San Jose this season, where he's in 
charge of the Sharks' penalty kill, a top-five unit in the league. "Good 
young mind who knows how to hold people accountable," one 
respondent said. "And he's won. You can never discount that." 

Pascal Vincent, Columbus Blue Jackets associate coach 

If Columbus makes a change this summer, Vincent would be one of the 
leading candidates to take over the job. Vincent, who is bilingual (English 
and French), has been successful at every level, including being named 
the QMJHL Coach of the Year in 2008 and the AHL's most outstanding 
coach in 2018. He was a longtime Winnipeg Jets assistant coach but 
decided to take the job leading their AHL affiliate so he could get more 
head coaching experience. 

Vincent was described as being "extremely intelligent, truly hardworking 
and well spoken" by one respondent, who noted that he has a track 
record for connecting with players. 

Next wave 

These are coaches who need a bit more time and seasoning but are on 
an NHL coaching track. Keep an eye on these names over the next few 
seasons. 

Jessica Campbell, AHL Coachella Firebirds assistant coach 

Campbell, 30, is the first woman behind a bench in the AHL, coaching for 
Seattle's top minor league affiliate. The former Cornell and Canadian 
national team forward has a ton of supporters, especially players whom 
she has worked with. Campbell began her own business during the 
pandemic, running skating sessions in Kelowna, British Columbia, for 20 
NHL players, including Mat Barzal, Luke Schenn and Brent Seabrook. 
She then went to coach in Germany, where Moritz Seider and Tim 
Stutzle also became fans. Campbell has a way of connecting with 
players through positivity, empowering them to be part of the process. 
With the Coachella Valley Firebirds, head coach Dan Bylsma empowered 
Campbell to run the power play from day one and it's been a top-10 unit 
in the league all season. 

Korie Chevrie, Canada women's national team assistant coach 

Chevrie, 35, has been a star of the NHLCA Female Coaches 
Development Program. The former CWHL player began tracking to 
coach in men's hockey when she took a job as an assistant for Ryerson 
in 2016, becoming the first woman behind the bench in Canadian men's 
college hockey. Opportunities opened from there, including interviewing 
with the Kraken organization this past summer and coaching at Coyotes 
rookie development camp in July. 

Chevrie toggles between coaching in the women's game and the men's 
game, but has star power because, as one respondent said: "She's just 
someone that exudes confidence. That's something you can't teach." 

Joel Martin, ECHL Kalamazoo Wings head coach 

The 40-year-old Martin is in just his first year as a head coach in the 
ECHL -- following three years as an assistant -- but was described as a 
future "fast riser" in the coaching ranks. The former minor league 
goaltender has been active in the NHL Coaches Association BIPOC 
programs, which will only give him more exposure. Martin, who has been 
mentored by Jason Payne, isn't in a rush to get to the top. Consider 
Martin more of a long-term play. 

Steve McCarthy, Columbus Blue Jackets assistant coach 

McCarthy, a 1999 draft pick of the Blackhawks, hung up the skates in 
2016 after a pro career spanning six different leagues. Since then, he 
has been on the fast track as a coach. McCarthy immediately took a job 
as an assistant coach with the Cleveland Monsters in the AHL, the last 
team he played for. He was poised to be the head coach of the Monsters 
but decided to take the opportunity for NHL bench experience. 

McCarthy coaches the D in Columbus, where one of his players said: 
"He's relatable as a coach. I love the way he sees the game, and he has 
a way of connecting with the young guys and getting the most out of 
them." 

Paul McFarland, Seattle Kraken assistant coach 

The Kraken have a strong development pool, including the 37-year-old 
McFarland, who was described by a respondent as a "progressive 
thinker." McFarland got his start in the NHL as an assistant with the 
Maple Leafs. 

"Mike Babcock found McFarland super impressive in Toronto," the 
respondent said. "That's why he hired him." Toronto wanted to keep 
McFarland, but he decided to get leadership experience in the OHL -- 
where he took the head coach and general manager job for the Kingston 
Frontenacs, in part also for the experience to work with Shane Wright. 
That didn't quite happen in the pandemic-affected season, so McFarland 
found himself back behind an NHL bench in Seattle. 

Matt McIlvane, EC Red Bull Salzburg head coach 
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The 37-year-old McIlvane, an Illinois native and former Ohio State 
captain, began his coaching career in the FHL and ECHL before moving 
to Europe, where he has been since 2013. McIlvane has coached in both 
Germany and Austria (where he is currently) and has also been tapped 
as an assistant for German national teams. McIlvane's name is starting to 
circulate in hockey circles, and it wouldn't be surprising to see him come 
back to North America next season, likely in the AHL as his first stop. 

Jason Payne, ECHL Cincinnati Cyclones head coach 

As one respondent said, "Jason Payne is starting to get notoriety in the 
industry. He's squarely on people's radar." 

When Payne was hired in Cincinnati, he was the only Black head coach 
in North American professional hockey. After working up the ranks 
across several leagues, Payne has led the Cyclones to success and 
coached the ECHL All-Star Game this year. Payne helped at Buffalo 
Sabres development camp last summer, and Don Granato told people 
how much of a valuable contributor Payne was. 

"He's put in his time in Cincinnati for a few years [beginning as an 
assistant coach] and I admire that he understands he needs time," one 
respondent said. "But I do think his time will come soon. He's earned it." 

Marc Savard, OHL Windsor Spitfires head coach 

A history of concussions forced Savard to retire prematurely from the 
NHL. But the former center -- who became a fan favorite with the Boston 
Bruins, and had enough of an impact on the team that management 
fought to get his name engraved on their 2011 Stanley Cup -- has 
pivoted to coaching. He spent one year as an assistant coach for the 
Blues before becoming the head coach in Windsor, where he led the 
team to the finals in his second season. That prompted Savard to get 
some interest from NHL teams for an assistant job this summer, though 
he's focused on becoming the best head coach he can be. 

"He's a popular guy and has done well in the O," one respondent said. 
"He'll be back in the NHL eventually." 

Cory Stillman, Arizona Coyotes assistant coach 

After playing 1,000 games in the NHL and winning two Stanley Cups, 
Stillman has the credentials a lot of organizations value -- and have a 
tendency to overvalue. But that shouldn't be a mark against Stillman; he 
has put in the work to rise in coaching. Stillman was the head coach of 
the Sudbury Wolves in the OHL for three years before being named an 
assistant in Arizona. 

"He has very high expectations for players and holds them accountable," 
one respondent said. "Just a really solid coach." Stillman interviewed with 
the Bruins for the Providence AHL job and will be on more organizations' 
radars in the future. 

Mike Van Ryn, St Louis Blues assistant coach 

The former NHL defenseman, 43, has been on other organizations' 
radars for a few years. Van Ryn has experience as a head coach, albeit 
for only one year with the Tucson Roadrunners of the AHL. But Van Ryn 
is constantly looking for ways to improve and learn; in the offseason, he 
enrolled in a neuroscience coaching program to tap into another way of 
mentoring people. 

Van Ryn isn't the only Blues assistant with head coaching potential. 
Steve Ott, the former Sabres captain, is thought of highly by Blues GM 
Doug Armstrong and has other backers around the league. 

Joel Ward, AHL Henderson Silver Knights assistant coach 

Players who shared a locker room with Ward over his 11-year NHL 
playing career routinely cite him as one of their favorite teammates. Ward 
was also a fan favorite at each of his stops (Nashville, Minnesota, San 
Jose, Washington), which will make him attractive to owners and those in 
hiring positions. 

Ward's easy-going personality has already made him a hit behind the 
bench for the Golden Knights' AHL affiliate since he joined the team in 

November 2020. Ward's contract with the Vegas organization runs 
through this season. He should get opportunities to be behind an NHL 
bench next season as an assistant coach. "Ward still needs some 
seasoning," one respondent said. "But he has the personality and the 
ability to lead an NHL team one day." 

The retreads 

Coaches who have led NHL teams before but have stayed in the game 
and worked their way to earning a second opportunity. 

Jeremy Colliton, AHL Abbotsford Canucks head coach 

Colliton was hired to coach the Blackhawks at age 33, with no NHL 
experience, and tasked with replacing future Hall of Famer Joel 
Quenneville. Colliton wasn't exactly set up for success. "He's very 
reflective," one respondent said. "He made mistakes he won't make the 
second time, and he continues to develop and put time into his craft." 

When Colliton was fired, he went to Europe because he wanted to sit in 
with other coaches and learn how they teach. This past summer, Colliton 
turned down NHL assistant coaching jobs because he wanted to be a 
head coach again, even if it was in the AHL. Several respondents 
predicted Colliton would get another NHL opportunity. 

Todd Reirden, Pittsburgh Penguins assistant coach 

He's the only person to coach both Alex Ovechkin and Sidney Crosby -- 
unique perspective, for sure. Reirden was an assistant for Barry Trotz in 
Washington before he was tapped to replace him. While it didn't go as 
either party had hoped, they remained on good terms. Reirden went back 
and accepted an assistant job in Pittsburgh, where he runs the defense. 
Last summer Reirden was promoted to associate coach and given a 
contract extension. 

"Mike Sullivan thinks very highly of him as a coach," one respondent 
said. "He's a smart hockey mind. I think he would do well if given a 
second opportunity." 

Joe Sacco, Boston Bruins assistant coach 

Sacco, a Boston assistant since 2014, interviewed for the Bruins' head 
coaching job this summer, but the job went to Montgomery. Even still, 
Sacco stuck around on Montgomery's staff, which speaks to how he is 
viewed. "He's a very good coach," one respondent said. "Adds a ton of 
value to the staff." Sacco is in charge of the Bruins' penalty kill, which has 
been tops in the league all season. Sacco coached the Avalanche from 
2009 to '13, but one respondent thought Sacco could receive renewed 
attention based on Boston's success this season. 

General managers 

Ready right now 

These are candidates who have either the credentials or the behind-the-
scenes backing that could land them GM positions as soon as next 
season. 

Jason Botterill, Seattle Kraken assistant general manager 

He's the only retread on this list, but for good reason. Multiple 
respondents said Botterill -- currently an assistant general manager with 
the Kraken -- is tracking for a second opportunity as a GM, perhaps as 
soon as this summer. 

"I think everyone around the league realizes he wasn't dealt the best 
hand in Buffalo when it came to what ownership asked of him, the 
circumstances he had to navigate," one well-connected league source 
said. "If you look at the Sabres now, they're well-positioned for success, 
and Botts built a lot of that foundation. He'll get another shot." 

Danny Briere, Philadelphia Flyers interim general manager 

Briere holds the interim title in Philadelphia -- but it's one of league's 
worst-kept secrets that the 45-year-old will likely get the job. The Flyers 
have been developing Briere for this opportunity for years, including 
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sending him to UPenn's Wharton School of Business to strengthen his 
business acumen. That suggested Briere was on the team president 
track. However, when Chuck Fletcher entered the fray, the veteran GM 
took Briere under his wing, giving him exposure and experience at all 
levels of the franchise. 

Mathieu Darche, Tampa Bay Lightning assistant general manager 

The 45-year-old Darche has a wealth of experience. He's a former NHL 
player who has dabbled in broadcasting, sales and marketing and served 
five years on the board of the Ronald McDonald House. During the 2012-
13 NHL lockout, he was appointed to the NHLPA's negotiating team and 
was an integral voice for the players working toward a new CBA. 

In Tampa Bay, he has had a key role in player contract negotiations, 
budgeting and the salary cap. One NHL agent describes Tampa's 
assistant GM as having "a really pleasant demeanor. Well-spoken. 
Honest and fair to work with. I know he's interviewed for a few GM jobs, 
including Montreal, but wouldn't be surprised if he continues to get 
looks." 

Laurence Gilman, Toronto Maple Leafs assistant general manager 

When the league needed to create a new set of expansion rules ahead of 
the Golden Knights' arrival, NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly turned to 
Gilman for help. When asking around about Gilman, the word that 
continually came up in conversations was "smart." Gilman was also 
described as "well-connected," which tends to go a long way in NHL 
hiring practices. He's running the Marlies for Toronto now, but he has a 
ton of experience as a capologist and negotiator. Gilman was in the mix 
for the Vancouver GM job last year. 

Ryan Martin, New York Rangers assistant general manager 

Martin, who came to New York in 2021 after 16 years with the Red 
Wings, has put in the work. "If you looked around the league and tried to 
identify someone who doesn't have GM experience but could step into 
that role seamlessly from day one, Ryan Martin would be top of list," one 
respondent said. "He has experience in all assets of hockey ops." That 
includes working across amateur, scouting and pro staffs, overseeing 
AHL teams, plus managing the salary cap and contract negotiations for 
two of the premier organizations in the league. Martin interviewed in 
Anaheim, and according to sources close to that process, "he interviewed 
extremely well." 

Ray Whitney, NHL director of player safety 

Whitney retired from the NHL in 2015 after 22 seasons and more than 
1,300 games. Well-connected after playing for eight teams, including 
winning a Stanley Cup with the Hurricanes in 2006, Whitney took a job as 
a scout in Carolina before joining the league's Department of Player 
Safety in 2017. Whitney was a finalist for the Sharks GM job last year, 
and is expected to make future shortlists -- especially since he has 
backing from the league office. An NHL team's front-office executive 
described Whitney as "charismatic and magnetic -- someone who would 
be able to manage up and manage down, which is an essential quality in 
running a team." 

The next wave 

These candidates are rising stars in hockey management circles. While 
they might not be ready right now, they are on a track to run a team one 
day. 

Ryan Bowness, Ottawa Senators assistant general manager 

Bowness, 39, came up through the Thrashers/Jets organization before 
rising up the ranks in Pittsburgh for six years, becoming the Penguins 
director of pro scouting. But when Ron Hextall was hired, he didn't 
promote Bowness, which had him looking for opportunities elsewhere. 
He found a match in Ottawa. 

"First, he's just a great person. But the Senators absolutely love him," 
one respondent said. "Pierre Dorion leans on him heavily. He's been a 

huge asset to their organization over the last year." Bowness is the son 
of Winnipeg Jets coach Rick Bowness. 

Emilie Castonguay, Vancouver Canucks assistant general manager 

Castonguay was hired as an assistant general manager in Vancouver 
along with Cammi Granato, and is another name to watch. Castonguay's 
portfolio includes the CBA, NHL contracts and salary negotiations. An 
agent who regularly works with Castonguay called her "extremely smart, 
organized, and has a confidence about her." 

Meghan Duggan, New Jersey Devils director of player development 

Since joining the Devils in a newly created role in 2021, Duggan has 
thrived -- being promoted within a year. Duggan runs the Devils' 
development camp and is heavily involved in the organization's athletes 
care staff, which creates individual development plans, both physical and 
mental, for players. Now based in Toronto, Duggan has been pounding 
the pavement scouting and visiting with Devils prospects. 

Because of her credentials and leadership résumé -- Duggan captained 
Team USA to a 2018 Olympic gold medal, highlighting a 14-year stint 
with the national team -- one respondent said, "You're going to hear 
Meghan Duggan's name being mentioned as a potential NHL GM much 
sooner than you think." 

Cammi Granato, Vancouver Canucks assistant general manager 

Granato, a Hockey Hall of Famer, is one of the best women's hockey 
players in United States history, captaining the first U.S. Olympic gold 
medal-winning team. Granato, who is married to ESPN analyst Ray 
Ferraro, has had job opportunities come up over the past decade but 
often turned them down for family reasons. She entered the fray in 2019 
when the Kraken hired her to be the first female scout in NHL history. 
The Canucks poached Granato last summer, tasking her with overseeing 
their scouting department. 

Ryan Hardy, Toronto Maple Leafs assistant general manager 

The 36-year-old Hardy, who got his start as a Bruins scout, was on our 
list last year, after three years running the Chicago Steel of the USHL. As 
one respondent said in 2022: "He's got his s--- together. He's a great 
recruiter, well organized and runs a great organization. Running a USHL 
team is a tough gig." That caught the eye of the Maple Leafs, who hired 
Hardy last year to run the Marlies of the AHL. 

"He's young, he's bright, he's easy to talk to," one respondent said. "He 
needs some polish, but he's well on his way." 

Brad Holland, Edmonton Oilers assistant general manager 

Nepotism is quite prevalent in hockey, and Holland has been boosted 
because his father, Ken, is the longtime architect of the Detroit Red 
Wings and currently is GM of the Oilers. "But Brad has proven his value, 
especially when it comes to analytics and finding inefficiencies," one 
respondent said. "He's actually a great complement to his dad, who is 
more of an old-school guy, and his type of thinking aligns with where 
hockey is going." Holland has experience in several area of hockey ops, 
most recently overseeing pro scouting for the Oilers. 

Shawn Horcoff, Detroit Red Wings assistant general manager 

Horcoff was a fourth-round pick who had no guarantee of even making 
an NHL roster. He then went on to play 1,000 career games. Horcoff 
applied the same principles that made him a successful player to his 
career in management, something he has been singularly focused on for 
a while now. It's why someone who made nearly $50 million as a player 
took a hockey ops job that initially paid him about $60,000. He wasn't 
afraid of the work. With the departures of Pat Verbeek and Ryan Martin, 
Horcoff has become a key member of Steve Yzerman's brain trust (which 
is small). Yzerman has supported Horcoff to get experience in all facets 
of the job, from contract negotiations to player development. 

Jamie Langenbrunner, Boston Bruins assistant general manager 
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The former NHL captain, two-time Stanley Cup winner and Olympic silver 
medalist joined the Bruins in 2015, a year after retirement. He got an in 
with the organization thanks to former teammate Jay Pandolfo and 
initially began in player development, working with Boston's prospects. 
Langenbrunner's role expanded from there, as he now oversees the 
Bruins' top minor league team in Providence. 

A respondent described Langenbrunner as "a key member of the 
organization's brain trust." 

"You can tell Don Sweeney trusts him," another respondent said, "which 
should say a lot." 

Kate Madigan, New Jersey Devils assistant general manager 

At age 30, Madigan is a fast riser. Madigan ran track at Northeastern, 
where her father, Jim, was the longtime hockey coach turned athletic 
director. Her background is in accounting; she took a postgrad job at 
Deloitte before then-GM Ray Shero hired her in New Jersey. Now, she's 
essentially Tom Fitzgerald's chief of staff, traveling with the team, running 
logistics and so much more. A Devils front-office staffer described 
Madigan's role as "serving as a liaison between business and hockey 
ops, the analytics department and coaching staff, and everything in 
between." 

"Fitzy has a small leadership group that he trusts as his sounding board," 
the Devils staffer said. "Kate quickly earned a spot in that group." 
Madigan is well-suited for a team president or president of hockey 
operations role, which is likely the track she's on. 

Alex Mandrycky, Seattle Kraken assistant general manager 

Mandrycky got her NHL start in 2015 as a data analyst for the Minnesota 
Wild. She was one of the Kraken's first hires and was part of the search 
committee that hired GM Ron Francis. Since then, she has been a key 
voice Francis leans on. When Mandrycky was promoted to assistant 
general manager this summer, she was the first person in league history 
elevated to that position with a background with a sole focus in analytics. 

"I've always been in the school of thought that you find the best person 
available for the job," Francis told ESPN in September. "Alex isn't getting 
this promotion because she's a female. It's because she's earned this 
promotion, there's no doubt about it. She's already been involved in all 
facets of our organization, from the pro side to amateur to management 
discussions." 

Rich Peverley, Dallas Stars Director of player personnel 

The Stars have successfully starved off a rebuild, and their window is 
wide open thanks to smart drafting and equally strong development of 
prospects. One of the people most influential in that development 
process is Peverley, the former player whose career was cut short in 
2015. He immediately began working for the Stars, who promoted him to 
his current title in 2021. GM Jim Nill has called Peverley his 'eyes and 
ears' and knows how important he is to their big club's success. For 
example, Peverley worked closely with Jason Robertson during his AHL 
season, preceding his meteoric rise. 

Eric Tulsky, Carolina Hurricanes assistant general manager 

The Canes are one of the best built teams in the league. While their farm 
system is growing, most of the NHL success is predicated off smart finds 
and efficient contracts. That's one of the area of expertise for Tulksy, who 
has been described as a "brilliant hockey mind." Tulksy was interviewed 
for the Blackhawks GM position in 2022 that went to in-house candidate 
Kyle Davidson. His knowledge and ability to think creatively are well-
regarded around the league. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Draisaitl hits career milestone as Oilers pull off win in first 
trip to Mullett Arena 

 

Mark Spector 

 

TEMPE, ARIZONA — Can you possibly play staunch, responsible, 
mistake-free NHL hockey for a full 60 minutes, in a building that feels like 
equal parts frat party and Golden Bears game?  

How can you play like an NHLer when you’re Zach Hyman — who played 
his college hockey at Michigan — and it feels like Home Coming 
Weekend on a sudsy Saturday night in the Big 10?  

“It’s like going back to college. A weird, kind of throwback environment,” 
Hyman said.  

In front of a sold out house of 4,600 people — roughly 60 per cent of 
them here to cheer and drink beer for their Edmonton Oilers — the Oilers 
eked out a 5-4 win against a game bunch of Arizona Coyotes.  

It was Edmonton’s only trip here all season, and one that will linger this 
morning in the heads of a boisterous and boozy contingent of Northern 
Albertans on vacation.  

What a blast this was, for both player and fan, as Edmonton won on its 
maiden voyage to tiny Mullett Arena on the Arizona State University 
campus.  

“The sensory input,” began Nick Bjugstad, traded from Arizona to 
Edmonton at the deadline, “I think the first time a team comes into this 
arena it's a little bit of a shock. The fans are right on top of you, therefore 
the rinks even smaller.”  

The rink is 200-by-85, but there was some nights at the old arena out in 
Glendale when those numbers added together to give you the crowd 
count. This was Oilers-palooza, with the concourses teeming with 
Connor McDavid jerseys and a “Let’s go Oil-ers!” chant that wasn’t even 
challenged by the Coyotes fans in attendance. 

In such a strange environment, momentum swings seem to have an even 
stronger current. As such, the Oilers took a tidy 4-2, second-intermission 
lead and watched Arizona gobble it up with two goals in the opening 4:50 
of the third.  

Goalie Jack Campbell left a couple of rebounds lying around, and his 
skaters were nowhere to be found as Matias Macelli and Barrett Hayton 
cashed. That led to an Edmonton time out that seems brilliant in 
hindsight, as the Oilers slowly re-took control from that point on.  

“I felt it was important just to take a deep breath. To reset,” said head 
coach Jay Woodcroft. “It's not like any nuggets of information were given 
there. It was just to take a deep breath, reset, and get back at it.”  

What didn’t he like about back-to-back goals against? Other than the 
back-to-back goals against, of course.  

“We could be harder around our own net. And I didn't think we were.”  

Don’t underestimate the Coyotes in this building, where they are 20-12-4. 
That’s a lot of wins here, and over some good teams.  

You’d have liked to see Campbell lock this one down a bit better, and he 
did give his team some big saves on the night. But that’s been his M.O. 
this season — he stops some that he shouldn’t, but he always leaks a 
few that he should stop.   

On this night it came down to rebound control, and now Campbell has 
allowed at least four goals in seven consecutive starts — a feat 
unmatched in the NHL this season.  

In a game where three Oilers — Connor McDavid, Leon Draisaitl and 
Evander Kane — all entered with exactly 299 career goals, only Draisaitl 
walked out of Mullett Arena with a commemorative puck in his pocket. 
Five different Oilers scored — Ryan Nugent-Hopkins nabbed the winner 
on the powerplay — and Draisaitl won the race to 300 in career game 
No. 630.  
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An annual 50-goal, 100-point man, Draisaitl has 46 on the season but 
was just voted the league’s best passer in a poll of his peers with the 
NHLPA.  

“I voted for him,” said Bjugstad, who was still a Coyote when the poll was 
taken.  

Draisaitl surprised Arizona goalie Karel Vejmelka with a quick shot 
through traffic. It’s something we see often enough to know it cannot be a 
fluke.  

“It's a quick release. His blade is different,” Bjugstad said of Draisaitl. “I 
don't know. I'm not a goalie. But just looking at his blade, it looks like it's 
coming off different than most guys. Nobody really uses a stick like him in 
the NHL. He's a cerebral player, so he's in right spot. That’s a good 
player there…”  

“A pass-first, 50-goal scorer,” coined Hyman, who became a new uncle 
to Emma, born early Monday morning to Hyman’s brother and his wife.  

The Oilers have won six straight over Arizona, sweeping the three-game 
season series, while this is the first time since 1988-1989 that Edmonton 
has had three players with 90 points.  

It was Mark Messier, Jari Kurri and Jimmy Carson back then, McDavid, 
Draisaitl and Nugent-Hopkins today. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators' Brady wins Tkachuk battle, Bettman hints 
LeBreton Flats 'a little small' 

 

Wayne Scanlan 

 

This was no average Monday meeting in March between the Florida 
Panthers and Ottawa Senators.  

This was theatre. Two teams still clinging to playoff hopes, with the 
Tkachuk brothers in peak form, and NHL commissioner Gary Bettman in 
town to take the temperature on talks to have the Senators team sold 
and a new arena built.  

Not exactly "March Madness" but something close. Meaningful March 
Meetings, at the very least.  

When the chips settled in a spirited game, the Senators pulled to within 
two points of Florida with a 5-2 win. The Senators are five points behind 
Pittsburgh for the last wild card spot with eight games remaining for 
Ottawa. The Pittsburgh Penguins have a game in hand.  

Brady Tkachuk got the better of his brother Matthew and got the party 
started by scoring on a one-timer in the first period to give his Senators a 
1-0 lead. Erik Brannstrom added a power play goal to extend the lead to 
two, before Gustav Forsling got one back for the Panthers in the second 
period.  

A power play goal by Alex DeBrincat in the final minute of the second 
period set the Sens up for the win. Forsling had another goal in the third, 
but a critical faceoff violation penalty by Anton Lundell cost Florida a 
chance to tie the game late in the third. Tim Stützle blasted a power play 
goal past Sergei Bobrovsky and Shane Pinto added an empty net goal as 
Florida’s playoff hopes suffered another blow.  

In the third period, after Matthew Tkachuk mixed it up in front of the Sens 
net, a chant went up from the crowd: “Brady’s better!!” The chant had 
legs, as it rang out again.  

“I thought it was pretty funny,” said Senators goaltender Mads Sogaard, 
who stopped 32 of 34 Florida shots. “I know Brady is a super competitive 

guy. I don’t know Matthew, but I expect it’s the same for him. I think it 
probably made them want to compete even harder. I was just watching, 
listening and laughing a little.” 

Brady was having none of it, of course, deferring to Matthew’s fine 
season.  

“Love the passion from the fans, it means a lot to me,” Tkachuk said. “But 
in saying that, it’s tough to beat a guy (like Matthew) who’s almost at 100 
points, who’s been an established superstar. He’s always been my 
motivation and role model. If I could be like him one day, I’ll be super 
thrilled.” 

Memo to Brady: fans in Ottawa adore you already and wouldn’t trade you 
for anyone – your brother included.  

Where to now? The embers still burn on the fire pit of playoff dreams, but 
the margin for error is gone. Even running the table might not be enough, 
so the Sens will just think about the next opponent – Philadelphia here on 
Thursday, and go from there.  

“Win the next game and you’re alive,” said Senators head coach D.J. 
Smith. “All we wanted to do was get in the pack and stay alive . . . these 
guys continue to claw.” 

Tkachuk clan gathers 

Walking into the stands for the morning skate, Keith ‘Walt’ Tkachuk 
couldn’t wipe the smile off his face. He was talking to reporters about the 
family in tow, including his father and father-in-law, at the Canadian Tire 
Centre to see the latest Tkachuk showdown between older brother 
Matthew and “little” brother Brady.   

For Brady, it never gets old, playing against his brother, although he 
admits it did wear a little during the high-Covid, North Division season 
when the Senators and Calgary Flames met nine times.  

Now, with Matthew over in the Atlantic, the brothers still meet often 
enough to keep it interesting. Naturally, the Tkachuk family got together 
for dinner on Sunday.  

“It’s always fun to see him, but you know, it’s almost an excuse for our 
whole family to come and watch and support (us) . . . but now these are 
huge games. It’s beyond just seeing him and playing him, these are big, 
big points for both our teams. So, it’s all business from here on out.” 

And they get to do it all over again next week, when the Senators are in 
Florida.  

Bettman: 'Constructive' meetings  

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman told Ottawa media prior to the game 
that his meetings with National Capital Commission executives Toby 
Nussbaum and Marc Seaman and Ottawa mayor Mark Sutcliffe were 
“constructive” as the process continues along the path to new Senators 
ownership and potentially a new arena closer to downtown Ottawa.  

Bettman was visiting Ottawa Monday as part of his NHL tour of cities, but 
with particular interest in the developing story in the Nation’s Capital.  

Before an ownership group is in place, a critical component will be the 
real estate deal involving a new arena, and potentially other development 
to go along with it. The Senators sale has been said to be a real estate 
deal first, a media deal second and hockey sale, third.  

On that score, it is vital that any potential owner(s) know how much land 
they have to work with. The parcel of land set aside by the NCC for a 
hockey rink is only about six acres. So, it is very likely Bettman was 
asking the NCC today if there was flexibility with this parcel of land – 
potential to have a bigger footprint.  

“I don’t know if 6.3 or 6.9 acres is enough,” Bettman said. “It struck me as 
being a little small, because you want to do things around the remaining 
(parcel). Parking. You want to make sure you can build the ramp big 
enough to have all the loading docks and TV hookups that make the 
building accessible.  
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“But again, we weren’t here to negotiate. It was really, in both meetings, 
an opportunity to get acquainted to make sure the lines of communication 
are open.” 

For a site comparison, the existing CTC building and surrounding lots 
comprise 75 to 80 acres. The luxury of building in the suburbs.  

Bettman and mayor Sutcliffe have both commented recently about the 
“other options” around the city, if an owner should decide to cast eyes 
beyond LeBreton. Bettman referred to these options as “downtown” but 
sites like Hurdman Station and the Ottawa baseball stadium (RCGT 
Park) are not exactly at the corner of Elgin and Wellington Streets.  

In other words, LeBreton, just west of Parliament Hill, is the best location, 
if all sides can agree on a deal. Talk of other sites is meant to coax more 
land from the NCC.  

Sutcliffe, speaking to reporters after Bettman’s conference, said that 
while the Senators current management group has a memorandum of 
understanding in place with the NCC at LeBreton, it is far from a done 
deal.  

“I’m just stating a fact that the team could stay here (in Kanata),” Sutcliffe 
said. “The team could build on the parking lot here and tear down the 
(CTC) building as many sports franchises have done. There are other 
sites in Ottawa that if the new owners decided LeBreton Flats wasn’t for 
them, or if they couldn’t work out an agreement with the NCC – I don’t 
want people, including the new owners to think that it’s an all or nothing 
scenario. I think there are lots of options and it’s healthy for us to look at 
it that way.” 

Sutcliffe reiterated that it is far too early in the process to talk in a 
meaningful way about public versus private funding for an arena. He is 
on the record as being opposed to public money being used, but adds 
that he is just one vote on council.  

Six bidders for Senators 

Bettman confirmed that as many as six different bidders are trying to buy 
the NHL team describing the ownership pursuit as “among the most 
vibrant processes I’ve ever seen.” One of the bid groups, based in 
Toronto, has aligned itself with celebrity Ryan Reynolds.  

It’s a far cry from 20 years ago when Bettman leaned on Eugene Melnyk 
to buy the team, when there was little other interest. Bettman noted that 
the league is in a different place today, as are the Senators, now a 
competitive team with a rebounding fan base. He credited the late 
Melnyk for laying the foundation for the current high-stakes sale.  

The breadth of interest is translating into a bucket of money.  

Deputy commissioner Bill Daly, who accompanied Bettman to Ottawa, 
has already said the sale price could reach $1 billion before the deal is 
done. This second phase of bidding is expected to be completed in about 
six weeks time, Bettman said, adding that the sale could be wrapped up 
by the summer.   

Asked how much the dollar figure will factor in the decision, Bettman 
described it as a “most material consideration.”  He does have a way with 
words.  

The sale process is being run by Galatioto Sports Partners and they are 
representing the Senators current owners, Melnyk’s daughters, Olivia 
and Anna Melnyk. Their father died one year ago, on March 28.  

Bettman noted that while the investment banker and the Melnyk estate 
can make their selected choice, it ultimately requires approval by three-
quarters of the NHL board of governors.  

In other words, Bettman and his board have the final say.  

Tkachuk: excited for the city  

Tkachuk, the Senators captain, doesn’t know a lot about the pending 
team sale, but will be tuned in for the outcome.  

“I can be as interested as everybody else,” Tkachuk said. “It’s exciting, so 
I’m excited for the whole city, the whole fan base. Whatever happens, it’s 
going to be meant to be, but in the locker room the full focus is just on 
finishing strong here.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' win in Buffalo a big one for Belzile, others 
auditioning for next season 

 

Eric Engels  

 

Alex Belzile hunted down the puck as it banked hard off the boards.  

What he did when he caught up to it emphasized to what extent these 
seemingly meaningless late-season games between non-playoff teams 
do, in fact, matter. 

They matter for every player participating in them, especially the ones 
playing for the Montreal Canadiens, who are all auditioning for jobs next 
season and participating in a competition that’s getting stronger by the 
day. 

Belzile was one of many Canadiens players who made this 4-3 shootout 
win over the Sabres, in Buffalo, count for something. And you could 
argue the 31-year-old has more to lose than any of his teammates as this 
season winds down.  

The ludicrous injury situation the Canadiens have dealt with at forward 
gave the AHL lifer his first real extended look at this level, and every time 
he steps on the ice provides him with an opportunity to prove it’s where 
he belongs.  

Belzile won’t get a better chance, so it’s critical he takes advantage of 
this one. 

When you saw him charge into the offensive zone, scoop that banked 
puck up off the boards, fake a slap shot to get Sabres goaltender Eric 
Comrie to his knees and fire it bar-down for his sixth goal and 14thpoint 
in 28 games, that was him continuing to take full advantage.  

That goal, which the fourth liner scored with the confidence of a sure-fire 
NHLer, will make it harder for Canadiens coach Martin St. Louis to 
scratch him on Tuesday to make room for Sean Farrell, who just signed 
his entry-level contract on Sunday after a dominant sophomore season at 
Harvard University.  

What St. Louis has to like is that most of the players he might have 
considered parking for Farrell for Tuesday’s game against the 
Philadelphia Flyers made it a near-impossible choice.  

Belzile’s beauty came on one of 14 blue-collar shifts he had in the game. 
Rookie Jesse Ylonen, who came to Buffalo having registered four goals 
in his last five contests, put in a strong performance and notched an 
assist on the game-tying goal Brendan Gallagher scored in the third 
period. And Michael Pezzetta, who played a team-low 6:25, was tapped 
in the sixth round of the shootout and did something no one in the 
building was expecting.  

Pezzetta came streaking down the right boards, corralled the puck with 
his left-handed stick and shifted it over to his forehand before clanking it 
off the post and in to win the game. He then rode his stick in a 
celebration he later confirmed to reporters in Buffalo was a tribute to 
Dave “Tiger” Williams and took in a moment he’ll remember forever.  

“I might never get a chance again (that), if I score, I might win the game,” 
Pezzetta said. “It was funny. I’ll never forget it.” 
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He won’t forget that he was a healthy scratch for 13 of the Canadiens' 
first 15 games, either.  

Try telling him this night in Buffalo didn’t matter.  

It meant a great deal to Jordan Harris, who opened the scoring for the 
Canadiens and vaulted himself into seventh among all rookie 
defencemen in points.  

He’s now got 17 in 62 games this season. He’s also averaging the 
seventh-most ice time among all NHL rookies, and the 18:53 he played 
against the Sabres showed to what extent he’s an important part of the 
Canadiens blue line moving forward.  

Considering the competition evolving there — with Lane Hutson and 
Logan Mailloux knocking on the door of a defence that already integrated 
five rookies this season and has a couple of veterans in Mike Matheson 
and David Savard proving to be indispensable for the near future — 
that’s huge.  

Up front, Belzile, Ylonen and Pezzetta continued to make their mark.  

With Rafael Harvey-Pinard, who scored a hat trick on Saturday, also 
flourishing, think about how much these games matter to Gallagher and 
Jake Evans.  

They spent months on the IR before returning to play last week and, for 
as happy as both of them were for their new teammates, had to be 
feeling helpless watching their places get adequately filled. 

St. Louis said that for them, playing well in these last games of the 
season would be a bonus to playing in them at all.  

But not only is it crucial that both Gallagher and Evans are playing well; 
it’s vital that they’re doing it together to show they can potentially form a 
strong duo next season.  

Both recorded points on Saturday against Columbus and followed that up 
with points against Buffalo.  

It was a back-and-forth game against a Sabres team clawing to remain in 
a race that’s slipping from their grasp and the Canadiens played most of 
it like it was just as important to them.  

St. Louis said he didn’t like a section of their first period but loved the way 
they corrected course and outshot the Sabres by nearly double over the 
second and third. 

That charge started with a great play by Belzile. The kind of play that will 
keep him in this league, whether it’s with the Canadiens or another team 
next season. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Playoff Push: One question for each of the bubble 
teams 

 

Rory Boylen 

 

As we begin the third-last week of the regular season, the top of the 
bracket is becoming more and more clear. In the Metro Division, the 
Carolina Hurricanes and New Jersey Devils have already clinched, and 
the Canes still have a three-point edge (with one game in hand) for 
home-ice advantage through at least two rounds. 

The New York Rangers are likely to follow and clinch their own spot 
sometime this week. They are idle Monday but could wake up Tuesday 
morning with an "x" next to their name in the standings anyway if the 
Buffalo Sabres lose to the Montreal Canadiens in any fashion and the 
Florida Panthers lose to the Ottawa Senators in regulation. 

In the Atlantic, the Boston Bruins have been running away from the pack 
all year and clinched their spot a while ago, while the Toronto Maple 
Leafs and Tampa Bay Lightning have been locked into a first-round 
playoff series for weeks. The Maple Leafs will probably clinch their berth 
this week, and can even do so on an idle Monday if Florida loses to 
Ottawa. 

In the West, we still have two heated division titles up for grabs, with five 
(or six) teams all still in the mix. It's so tight out there that no one has 
officially clinched a playoff spot yet, and though no one can do it Monday, 
the Vegas Golden Knights and Los Angeles Kings could do it later this 
week. 

Those top-of-the-table seedings will be discussed deeper in the later 
stages of our playoff pushes but for now, our focus remains on those in 
the hunt just to get in at the bottom of the table. What are the key 
questions facing those teams and what are their matchups this week? 
Here's our look at the week ahead ... 

If the playoffs started today, these would be our Eastern Conference first-
round matchups: 

(A1) Bruins vs. (WC2) Penguins 

(A2) Maple Leafs vs. (A3) Lightning 

(M1) Hurricanes vs. (WC1) Islanders 

(M2) Devils vs. (M3) Rangers 

NY Islanders: Can they withstand a difficult stretch of opponents 
upcoming? 

New York had been better of late. From the all-star break until last 
Thursday, the Islanders were 12-5-3 (ninth in the NHL by points 
percentage) and, crucially, had an improving offence. The team ranks 
22nd on the season on goals per game (2.96), but since all-star has been 
14th (3.35). But the last weekend saw the Islanders drop two games (one 
in OT) to Columbus and Buffalo and start this week just four points clear 
of ninth in the conference. Now they're about to face two weeks' worth of 
tough opponents: can they get back on track and win enough to stay 
ahead? 

Islanders games this week: vs. NJD Monday, at Washington Wednesday, 
at Tampa Saturday, at Carolina Sunday 

Pittsburgh Penguins: Can they get enough goals down the stretch to 
outlast the competition? 

In our piece last week pointing out some "notable stats and trends since 
the trade deadline," we showed some of the wonky weirdness around the 
Pittsburgh Penguins. Draw that window back even more and you'll see 
while the Penguins have generated tons of shots and great opportunities 
since Feb. 1, they have a bottom-third offence in the league. Compared 
to the rest of the Eastern Conference's wild-card contenders, the 
Penguins' offence trails with some horrible shooting percentages since 
Feb. 1 (league rank in parenthesis). 

TEAM 

SHOTS/60 

xGF/60 

GF/60 

SH% 

 

NY Islanders 

29.88 (21) 

2.92 (24) 

3.19 (18) 
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10.66 (14) 

 

Pittsburgh 

37.6 (2) 

3.95 (2) 

3.05 (22) 

8.12 (30) 

 

Florida 

39.56 (1) 

4.03 (1) 

3.58 (7) 

9.05 (25) 

 

Buffalo 

31.15 (14) 

3.12 (17) 

3.15 (20) 

10.12 (18) 

 

Washington 

30.29 (18) 

3.06 (18) 

3.25 (16) 

10.73 (13) 

 

Ottawa 

31.92 (10) 

3.18 (13) 

3.4 (12) 

10.65 (15) 

Yes, goaltending is also a story there, but this stalled offence is a 
concern. In the past 10 games Pittsburgh has scored at least three goals, 
they are 8-1-1. 

Penguins games this week: at Detroit Tuesday, vs. Nashville Thursday, 
vs. Boston Saturday, vs. Philadelphia Sunday 

Florida Panthers: Can Sergei Bobrovsky back up a hot offence, or steal a 
game or two? 

The load falls on Bobrovsky from here on out. Save for a likely start from 
Alex Lyon on the back-to-back this week (we're thinking against 
Montreal), the $10-million Bobrovsky will probably play every other game 
remaining. This month, as Florida's offence has recaptured some of last 
season's insanity, Bobrovsky has put up a few good starts but overall has 
come out of it with an .894 save percentage and 2.99 GAA so far. In 10 
starts he's allowed at least four goals on four occasions. Can he do 
enough to just get them across the line or maybe even step up and steal 
a win or two down the stretch? 

Panthers games this week: at Ottawa Monday, at Toronto Wednesday, at 
Montreal Thursday, at Columbus Saturday 

Buffalo Sabres: When will Devon Levi get a start? 

With a couple of wins Friday and Saturday night, the Sabres start the 
week six points back of the wild card but with more games left on the 
schedule than any other bubble team. Waiting for his first start is 21-year-
old sensational goalie prospect Devon Levi, who just signed out of NCAA 
Northeastern last week. After an incredible college career, Sabres fans 
are hoping Levi becomes The Guy, but when do you feel comfortable 
putting him in? Do you wait to be mathematically eliminated from the 
playoffs to take that pressure off or do you want a whiff of that action? If 
this is the week, will he get to play in his hometown of Montreal on 
Monday? Or do you wait for perhaps a softer landing at home against the 
Flyers on Saturday? 

Sabres games this week: vs. Montreal Monday, vs. NY Rangers Friday, 
at Philadelphia Saturday 

Washington Capitals: Are these Peter Laviolette's last games? 

Speculation is beginning to creep in about the future of the head coach, 
who is on an expiring contract and is set to miss the playoffs after being 
eliminated in the first round two years in a row. The Capitals dropped 
Saturday's game in Pittsburgh, which may have been their last shot at 
pulling back into the picture -- though keep in mind there are still two 
games against the Islanders on the schedule. 

Capitals games this week: vs. NY Islanders Wednesday, at Tampa Bay 
Thursday, vs. NY Rangers Sunday 

Ottawa Senators: Can someone, anyone, have a Hamburglar-lite run? 

Since Cam Talbot went down on March 4, goaltending has been a soft 
spot -- their .880 save percentage in that time ranks 24th in the league. 
Dylan Ferguson flashed in his first start against the Penguins this week, 
then allowed four goals on 34 shots in Saturday's loss to New Jersey. 
Mads Sogaard has been given most of the starts over the past few 
weeks, and though he allowed at least four goals against in six straight 
starts earlier this month, his last two outings against Boston (a 2-1 loss) 
and Tampa Bay (a 7-2 win) have been solid. Can either, or both at once, 
just find magic and click at precisely the right time? 

Senators games this week: vs. Florida Monday, vs. Philadelphia 
Thursday, vs. Toronto Saturday, at Columbus Sunday 

If the playoffs started today, these would be our Western Conference 
first-round matchups: 

(P1) Golden Knights vs. (WC2) Jets 

(P2) Kings vs. (P3) Oilers 

(C1) Wild vs. (WC1) Kraken 

(C2) Avalanche vs. (C3) Stars 

Seattle Kraken: Can they take advantage of a "soft" remaining schedule? 

There are some potential landmines ahead but, for the most part, Seattle 
doesn't have the hardest competition over the final three weeks. Since 
mid-January, the Kraken have played a team in the top three of its 
division 13 times and have a 3-8-2 record against those opponents. The 
rest of the way they'll face Minnesota and Los Angeles (this week) and 
then Vegas in their final two games -- and those are Seattle's only playoff 
opponents. In between the Kraken draw Anaheim, Vancouver, Chicago 
and Arizona three times, games in which they can get the few points 
needed to officially clinch. That said, both the Canucks and Coyotes are 
top 13 NHL teams by points percentage since Feb. 1, so maybe it'll be a 
rockier finish than we presume... 

Kraken games this week: at Minnesota Monday, vs. Anaheim Thursday, 
vs. Los Angeles Saturday 

Winnipeg Jets: Can they keep control of their destiny? 
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The Jets have a four- and five-point lead on the teams chasing from 
behind, but their healthy lead in the regulation wins category used as the 
first tie-breaker means they're really ahead by one more point. They draw 
San Jose and Detroit this week, two winnable games, and then get to 
take on the Flames and Predators directly next week. But they're just not 
pulling away and are leaving Calgary and Nashville with even small 
hope. Heck, a few bad losses this week may hand the steering wheel 
back to the Preds before next week's meeting. 

Jets games this week: at San Jose Tuesday, vs. Detroit Friday, vs. New 
Jersey Sunday 

Calgary Flames: When will Matt Coronato play? 

This, really, is what most Flames fans are excited about right now. 
Saturday's win against San Jose — coupled with Winnipeg's loss to Los 
Angeles — kept the dream alive, but the Flames will face the Kings this 
week after getting dragged 8-2 by them last week, so this feeling may be 
for a limited time only. There's much to debate about the future of this 
team in the summer, but one thing they can count on is Matt Coronato 
being a part of it. The Harvard signee will join the team this week, but just 
how -- or when -- Darryl Sutter uses him is anyone's guess. 

Nashville Predators: Do they have enough games in hand to make up the 
ground? 

Though they trail Winnipeg in the first tie-breaker, the Predators have 
one advantage themselves: they have the most remaining games in this 
Western Conference race. Of course, that can sometimes be a curse. 
Yes, the Preds have the most games left to play, but they have a lot of 
stiff competition ahead. Consider that, next Sunday morning before the 
Jets take on New Jersey, Nashville will draw even with Winnipeg in 
games played, but have to face Boston, Pittsburgh and St. Louis in the 
meantime. After that, it's Dallas, Vegas and Carolina. And now the Preds 
add another veteran scorer to the IR, with Matt Duchene joining Filip 
Forsberg, Ryan Johansen and Roman Josi on the sidelines. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Weekend Takeaways: Wild riding strong stretch to sit atop 
crowded Central Division 

 

Ryan Dixon  

 

If you had to bet a nickel on who will ultimately win the Central Division, 
you’d probably still lay it on the defending Stanley Cup champions from 
Colorado. 

But even if it’s only for a fleeting moment, let’s recognize the job the 
Minnesota Wild have done in putting themselves at the top of that group, 
one point ahead of both the Avs (who hold a game in hand) and the 
Dallas Stars. 

Minny lost three straight games coming out of its one-week break in early 
February. When they woke up on the morning of Feb. 11, the Wild were 
tied with the Calgary Flames with 58 points and only hung onto the last 
wild card berth because they had more regulation wins than Calgary. 

Since then, after beating the Chicago Blackhawks 3-1 on Saturday, 
Minnesota is 15-2-5 and — whether it wins the Central or not — has 
locked down a playoff spot that looked pretty tenuous six weeks ago. 

The only clubs with a better points percentage than Minny during that 
stretch are Los Angeles, Boston and Vegas. On the whole, the Wild’s 
underlying numbers are slightly underwhelming, but on their current run, 
the team has an expected goals percentage of 66.0 percent, better than 
everybody save for the Kings and Bruins. 

The only thing that’s gone wrong for Minnesota of late is Ryan Reaves 
nearly losing his lunch after whiffing too-strong smelling salts. 

Bear in mind, too, that star winger Kiril Kaprizov hasn’t played since 
sustaining a lower-body injury on March 8 versus the Jets. All the more 
reason, then, to highlight the play of 24-year-old breakout goalie Filip 
Gustavsson. The Swede got the win versus Chicago and now sports a 
.946 save percentage in 13 starts since Feb. 11. (Marc-Andre Fleury is 
no slouch, either, posting a .923 mark in nine starts). He’s now second in 
both save percentage (.940) and high-danger save percentage (.883) at 
five-on-five among goalies who’ve played 1,500 minutes this year. 

What a bit of business it was by GM Bill Guerin getting this guy from the 
Ottawa Senators for Cam Talbot last summer when the latter didn’t seem 
super-stoked to be part of a tandem with Fleury. 

Goaltending was Minnesota’s shortcoming in the post-season last year; 
this time out it could be an advantage for the club. 

Still, this story is about more than stops. Sophomore Matt Boldy has 
started producing like he did as a rookie last year, notching nine goals 
and eight assists for 17 points in his past 22 outings. Ryan Hartman isn’t 
going to get anywhere near the 34 goals he deposited last season, but 
he netted the game-winner against the Hawks and has the inverse line of 
Boldy — 9-8-17 — in his past 22 for a 34-goal pace in that time. 

Jonas Brodin — who was out a month with a lower body-injury from Feb. 
21 to March 19 — is back logging big minutes; newcomer John Klingberg 
is blending well and under-the-radar forward pickup Marcus Johansson is 
playing on the second line and has kicked in nine points in 12 games 
since being acquired from Washington on Feb. 28. 

Maybe Minny will yet be overtaken by Colorado or Dallas for top spot in 
the division. But the Wild are going to the post-season, which was no 
sure thing a short time ago. And when they get there, there’s all the 
reason in the world to think they’ll get a lot more saves than they did last 
spring. 

Other Takeaways 

• Apparently Feb. 11 wasn’t just a flash point for the Wild. Mike Matheson 
picked up three assists on Saturday in the Habs’ 8-2 hammering of 
Columbus and the first-year Canadien now has 20 points in 22 games 
since that date. The only two D-men in the league with more during that 
time are Miro Heiskanen and Vince Dunn. Matheson has been limited by 
a couple of injuries this season but sure appears to be having a late-
career breakout at age 29 playing for his hometown team. Matheson’s 
career high for points was set last year in Pittsburgh with 31 in 74 
contests. If he puts together another three-point showing in Montreal’s 
next contest Monday night in Buffalo, he’ll equal that total in 40 games 
this season. What a move it was by GM Kent Hughes picking up his 
former client from the Pens in exchange for Jeff Petry. 

• Speaking of Columbus, the race for the bottom is officially on. The 
Jackets, Ducks, Hawks and Sharks all lost on the weekend, meaning 
there’s only a three-point gap between Anaheim in 29th place and 
Columbus and San Jose, both currently on 53 points in the league 
basement. The Ducks have dropped four straight to stay in the Connor 
Bedard mix, while Chicago has now posted L’s in five consecutive 
outings. 

• At the other end of the competency spectrum, the New Jersey Devils 
clinched a playoff spot on the weekend one season after finishing 37 
points out of the post-season. And they could yet pass the Carolina 
Hurricanes for top spot in the division with three weeks to go. I have to 
admit, though, the Metro team I keep thinking about is the Rangers, who 
topped the desperate Florida Panthers 4-3 on Saturday in Sunrise. 

Bless the Hurricanes for their ferocious style, but that team would just 
look so much different with done-for-the-year wingers Andrei Svechnikov 
and Max Pacioretty in the lineup. The Devils have the feel of that classic 
leap-forward team that gets to the playoffs, then makes an early exit. The 
Blueshirts, though, have that fantastic D corps, the reigning Vezina 
winner in Igor Shesterkin, a couple of big-time deadline acquisitions up 
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front and the fresh experience of going to the Final Four last year. Even 
having to win two series without the benefit of home-ice advantage, they 
might be my Metro pick today. 

Weekend Warrior 

It was a nail-biter of an Isobel Cup final, with Tereza Vanisova ultimately 
banging home the overtime winner to give the Toronto Six the PHF 
championship. 

It’s Toronto’s first title in three years of existence and the first by a 
Canada-based squad in PHF/NWHL history. Vanisova, you may also 
recall, won the ‘Izzy’ the past two years with the Boston Pride before 
becoming a Six hero this year. Boss. 

Toronto Six captain Darkangelo thrilled to bring cup to Toronto, celebrate 
with community 

Red and White Power Rankings 

1. Toronto Maple Leafs (44-20-9) Auston Matthews scores two in a loss 
to Carolina on Saturday and basically looks like MVP Matthews again, 
then captain John Tavares bags a brace the next night to break a seven-
game goalless drought as Toronto wins in Nashville. Not a bad way to 
close out a five-game roadie. 

2. Edmonton Oilers (43-21-9) You have to think any remote hope the 
Oilers had of still winning the Pacific Division went out the window with 
Saturday’s 4-3 overtime loss to Vegas. They now trail the Golden Knights 
by seven points. 

3. Winnipeg Jets (41-30-3) The Jets can go two-for-three in California 
with a win in San Jose on Wednesday, then they return for five straight at 
home — four of which are against non-playoff teams — as they try to 
lock down a wild-card berth. 

4. Calgary Flames (33-26-15) Two more goals for Tyler Toffoli in 
Saturday’s 5-3 win over San Jose, including the clincher into an empty 
net. For all the struggles in Calgary this year, just imagine where this club 
would be without Toffoli, who has equaled a career-high with 31 goals 
and has 11 points in his past six outings. 

5. Vancouver Canucks (34-34-5) The Canucks since March 4: Second-
best points percentage in the league (.833) and, perhaps even more 
impressively, a penalty-kill that ranked last in the NHL before that date 
(67.6 percent) is No. 4 since then at 88.2 percent. 

6. Ottawa Senators (35-33-5) Well, if the Sens’ playoff hopes are waning, 
captain Brady Tkachuk isn’t going down 
https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/video/senators-devils-scrum-boils-over-into-
heated-scrap-between-tkachuk-and-wood/ without a fight. 

7. Montreal Canadiens (29-38-6) It’s getting harder and harder to write 
Rafael Harvey-Pinard’s success off as a fun little anomaly after his hat 
trick versus Columbus on Saturday. The 24-year-old is, believe it or not, 
your goals-per-game leader among rookies who’ve played at least 29 
games (0.41). 

The Week Ahead 

• Monday night could be a big one for the Oilers in Arizona: Connor 
McDavid, Leon Draisaitl and Evander Kane are all sitting on 299 career 
goals. Could they all join Club 300 on the same night? 

• Tis the season for former NCAA players to make their NHL debuts, so 
keep an eye out for Devon Levi (Buffalo), Matt Coronato (Calgary) and 
Sean Farrell (Habs) among others to be taking their rookie lap in the not-
too-distant future. 

• All things being equal, Kris Letang will hit 1,000 career games played 
next Sunday when the Penguins host the Flyers. What an 
accomplishment for a young man who’s had two strokes — and not 
shortage of other health challenges — at a very early stage in life and 
just keeps playing monster minutes for the Pens. 
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TSN.CA / All 2018 World Juniors players ineligible for national team, 
Hockey Canada says 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

Content Warning: The following article contains references to sexual 
assault. 

Players from Canada’s 2018 World Junior team will not be allowed to 
play for the national team until an investigation of an alleged group 
sexual assault is completed, Hockey Canada told TSN in a statement on 
Monday. 

“Earlier this year, Hockey Canada made a decision that until the 
investigation and adjudicative process of the alleged incident in 2018 are 
complete, no players from the 2018 National Junior Team will be 
considered for participation for Team Canada,” a Hockey Canada 
spokesman wrote in a statement. “This has been communicated to the 
management group for Team Canada at the 2023 IIHF Men’s World 
Championship.” 

The 2023 IIHF men’s world championship will be co-hosted by Tampere, 
Finland, and Riga, Latvia, from May 12-28. St. Louis Blues general 
manager Doug Armstrong will be Team Canada’s general manager, with 
Detroit Red Wings general manager Steve Yzerman working as 
associate general manager. 

Hockey Canada’s disclosure came hours after the Standing Committee 
on Canadian Heritage passed a motion to direct Hockey Canada to hand 
over a report prepared for Hockey Canada by Toronto law firm Henein 
Hutchison Robitaille LLP about an alleged sexual assault in London, 
Ont., in June 2018 involving World Juniors players and a woman 
identified in court records as E.M. 

Before voting, committee members agreed that after the committee 
receives the report, its law clerk would review it to ensure the redactions 
of names that should be kept private. 

“We have to clean this up,” Conservative MP Kevin Waugh said in an 
interview with TSN. “Are they hiding stuff? Why is this taking so long? 
There’s a lack of trust with Hockey Canada right now. Everybody’s been 
talking about this for the past two years and there’s nothing from the 
NHL, or Hockey Canada on it.” 

Henein Hutchison Robitaille, formally known as Henein Hutchison, 
conducted an initial investigation after a woman alleged hours after a 
Hockey Canada golf and gala event in London, Ont., that she had been 
sexually assaulted by eight Team Canada players. Police in London 
originally closed the case without pressing charges, prompting Henein 
Hutchison to stop its own investigation.  

But after TSN reported in May 2022 that the woman had settled a $3.55 
million lawsuit against Hockey Canada, the Canadian Hockey League 
and eight unnamed former CHL players, both the London police and 
Henein Hutchison reopened their separate investigations. Hockey 
Canada has told TSN that an independent panel received Henein 
Hutchison’s report in December and is considering what sanctions, if any, 
should be levied against players. 

The NHL has said it also is investigating the alleged sexual assault but 
has not disclosed its findings. 

Hockey Canada said late Monday afternoon that it had not received the 
Heritage Committee's request for the Henein Hutchison report. 

"While Hockey Canada has not received a request from the Standing 
Committee on Canadian Heritage about the motion that you are 
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referencing, we have and will continue to support the committee's 
important work," a Hockey Canada spokesman wrote. 

London police records first reported in December by The Globe and Mail 
indicate that investigators believe they have reasonable grounds to 
charge five Team Canada players with sexual assault. Other national 
players are prospective witnesses, a London detective wrote in a court 
document, adding that, “Others may or may not become suspects.” 

The allegations against the players have not been proven or tested in 
court. 

Waugh said he doesn’t believe his committee’s demand for Hockey 
Canada’s records would compromise an ongoing police investigation in 
London. 

London Police Service Constable Sandasha Bough declined to comment 
on the Heritage Committee’s request for Hockey Canada’s records. 

“The investigation remains active and ongoing,” Bough wrote in an email 
to TSN. “When we have information to share, we will do so by way of 
media release.” 

After TSN’s report last May, the Heritage Committee convened a series 
of hearings to demand more information from Hockey Canada about both 
the case and about how the organization has historically managed sexual 
assault allegations. 

The scandal led to the departure of Hockey Canada chief executive Scott 
Smith and the organization’s entire board. A new nine-member interim 
board was elected in late December and will serve a one-year term. 

TSN.CA LOADED: 03.28.2023 

1272890 Websites 

 

TSN.CA / Flames plan to wear special warmup jerseys as part of Pride 
Night 

 

Salim Valji 

 

Calgary Flames players will wear specially designed warmup jerseys as 
part of their Pride Night game versus the Los Angeles Kings on Tuesday. 

“Oh yeah, they’ll wear them,” head coach Darryl Sutter said Monday, 
when asked if all players would wear the jerseys. “I don’t think it’s been a 
real issue for our team at all.” 

The message from the organization is simple. 

“Everything is accepted,” Sutter said. “We accept [the LGBTQ2+ 
community] as fans.” 

Players who spoke to media on Monday shared the same sentiment.  

“In my opinion, it’s just showing everyone’s welcome,” forward Blake 
Coleman said. “We have [LGBTQ2+ people] in my family. It hits home for 
me. It’s kind of a no-brainer for me…everybody’s welcome in this locker 
room.” 

“I think everyone’s on the same page here,” Dillon Dube said. Dube, 
Rasmus Andersson, and MacKenzie Weegar modelled the jerseys. “Me, 
personally, I support it and I want all our fans and everyone here to feel 
comfortable and welcome here and us, as players, want to be a part of 
that.” 

The jersey was designed by local artist Megan Parker, who is from the 
LGBTQ2+ community. It incorporates plants and birds found in the 
Prairies,and is a similar pattern to the Pride rainbow flag. 

Calgary Flames Pride Jersey valji 

“Looks pretty good,” Sutter said. “I think it’s the wild rose in there and 
some birds. [They] look pretty good.” 

Players will sign the jerseys before they are auctioned off in support of 
Calgary Sports and Entertainment’s inclusion program. 

Teams and players across the NHL have taken different approaches to 
Pride Night this season. On Jan. 17, Philadelphia Flyers defenceman 
Ivan Provorov did not participate in the team’s pre-game skate featuring 
Pride jerseys, citing his religious beliefs. Recently, San Jose Sharks 
goalie James Reimer and the Florida Panthers Eric Staal and Mark Staal 
did not wear their respective teams’ Pride jerseys.  

Teams like the Edmonton Oilers, New York Rangers, and Chicago 
Blackhawks have not had players wear special warmup jerseys, but held 
other Pride initiatives during those games.  

“Our clubs do a lot for Pride nights and the issue was a handful of players 
not wanting to wear their Pride sweaters in warmup,” NHL commissioner 
Gary Bettman said in Calgary on Feb. 28. 

“It doesn’t mean that they’re homophobic. It means they that were 
uncomfortable wearing that type of sweater and that type of garb. You 
have to respect, at some point, individual choice.” 

Coleman emphasized that players should have the right to choose and 
not be judged. 

“People need to be able to make their own decisions in life, no matter 
what it is – whether it’s in the room, what you’re wearing, what you do on 
a day-to-day basis,” he said. “I think that’s the beauty of America and 
Canada and these countries where you can make your own decisions. 
For me, it’s an easy one…it’s not something I have to think too much 
about because it’s close to home.” 

The Flames hope that by having the Pride night and wearing the jerseys 
on Tuesday, members of the LGBTQ2+ community will feel safe and 
welcome at the rink. 

“We want to welcome everybody into the Saddledome,” Nazem Kadri 
said. “We want to continue to grow this game and get as many people 
watching hockey as we possibly can.” 
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TSN.CA / Goaltending has cratered across the NHL in March 

 

Travis Yost 

 

March comes in like a lion and goes out like a lamb – unless you live in 
the state of California, or play goaltender in the National Hockey League. 

Goalies have had a rough go of it in the past few weeks – scoring rates 
are once again at blistering levels, and league-wide save percentages 
are plummeting. In the heightened scoring era we’re living in, goaltenders 
were barely holding onto a 90.0 per cent stop rate league wide. 

That number has cratered in recent weeks: 

We have discussed ad infinitum what is driving scoring to the upside 
across the league, both at even strength and on the power play. This is a 
new intra-season wrinkle – attackers are again converting on scoring 
chances at rates we really haven’t seen before, and all of this is 
happening with just a dozen or so games remaining on the regular-
season schedule. 

The old hockey adage of teams sharpening their game defensively as the 
playoffs inch closer again seems specious at best – doubly so when you 
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look at the teams (and the goalies of those teams) who are struggling so 
mightily this late in the year. 

At first pass, you might be inclined to think the draft lottery teams – those 
with their eyes on the prize in the form of super prospect Connor Bedard 
– are the ones driving this mess. After all, the lottery provides an 
incentive to lose games, and injecting a bunch of skaters and goalies 
from your farm team is a great way to do that. 

But for every draft lottery team that’s giving up goals in spades, you can 
find a team chasing a playoff berth in a similar position. So, that’s not 
quite it. 

It is interesting that a disproportionate number of Eastern Conference 
teams appear contributory to league-wide stop rates plummeting. 
Consider the below tables, which show goaltending performance (as 
measured by Goals Saved vs. Expectations) on a monthly basis. I have 
bifurcated it between the two conferences accordingly. 

Here’s what the East looks like: 

Half of the Eastern Conference – that’s eight teams, including lottery 
chasers in Columbus, playoff capitulators in Buffalo and Detroit, and 
playoff-bound teams in Toronto and Tampa Bay – who are seeing their 
worst goaltending of the season right now. 

It’s also a diverse group of goaltenders struggling. Tristan Jarry in 
Pittsburgh and Ville Husso in Detroit simply cannot buy a save right now. 
But look at New York’s Ilya Sorokin, a verifiable Vezina Trophy 
candidate, who has similarly cooled off (90.8 per cent stop rate). 

The Western Conference has been a bit more stable month over month, 
but there is still observable underperformance in multiple markets: 

Two of the three teams in the West seeing their biggest performance 
drawdown are Dallas and Winnipeg, two teams known for high-end 
goaltending and two teams in the thick of the playoff race. 

I’m not sure the last time Connor Hellebuyck, indisputably one of the best 
goaltenders in the world, was stopping pucks at a replacement-level rate 
for a month. But that is the case right now. And his save percentage, like 
most everyone else, is cratering: 

Hellebuyck being around break-even relative to replacement level is just 
as eye-opening as some of the outright futility we have seen in other 
markets. Whether it’s Anaheim’s John Gibson (stopping 89.6 per cent in 
March), St. Louis’ Jordan Binnington (87.1 per cent), San Jose’s Kaapo 
Kahkonen (84.4 per cent), or the Edmonton duo in Stuart Skinner and 
Jack Campbell (88.7 per cent), there is plenty of substandard goaltending 
to find and analyze. 

Teams like the Boston Bruins and New York Rangers may be feeling 
great about their goaltending heading into April, but they are more of an 
outlier than the typical team right now. The typical team, whether they are 
working on their scouting boards or preparing for the post season, is 
dealing with distress in net. 

That’s never the place a coaching staff wants to be this late in the year. 
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