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Hurricanes fall flat against Lightning, lose 4-0 in final game of four-game homestand 
By Chip Alexander 

For the Canes (47-17-9), Tuesday’s game ended a stretch of 
five games against some of the Eastern Conference’s best 
teams — two against the New York Rangers, then Toronto, 
Boston and Tampa Bay. The Canes went 2-2-1, scoring 12 
goals. 

“You can definitely make excuses,” Staal said. “We had an 
emotional weekend. It was a good team and we needed to 
bring our best to beat ‘em and we didn’t tonight. No real 
excuse for it.” 

Playing their third game in four days, the Hurricanes were 
listless much of the night, putting little sustained pressure on 
Vasilevskiy. There were some offensive chances in the third, 
when Carolina had 14 shots, but little of the high-danger 
variety. 

“It was weird. We were searching for it all night, trying to get 
a spark or something, and just stall,” Canes forward Jordan 
Martinook said. “You’re trying to find it and trying to find it 
and come back, too. When you’re chasing and trying to find 
a little energy, it’s a tough one. 

“We need to figure out where our energy was, and we need 
to regroup and get some rest and come back and get back 
on it.” 

It was the reverse of the Lightning’s last trip to PNC Arena, 
when the Canes rolled to an easy 6-0 win and completely 
stymied Tampa Bay. 

Teuvo Teravainen had a hat trick and Jesperi Kotkaniemi a 
five-point game March 5, and the Canes scored four times 
on the power play. The Lightning were held without a shot in 
the second period, mustered 14 in the game and had 
defenseman Victor Hedman knocked out of the game after a 
hard check from Svechnikov. 

But Svechnikov now is out with a torn ACL. The Canes must 
move on without the power forward. 

“Of course we miss him but it’s next man up, really,” 
Teravainen said. “Everybody has to play harder.” 

That did not happen Tuesday. After a scoreless first period, 
Steven Stamkos and Point, who have 78 goals between 
them this season, each scored in the second for a 2-0 lead. 

Stamkos scored soon after the Canes killed off a Martinook 
penalty, beating goalie Pyotr Kochetkov at the post with a 
shot under his right pad for his 31st of the season. Point 
picked up his 46th by popping a short shot off Kochetkov’s 
back.  

Things turned testy late in the second period after Nick 
Paul’s check on the Canes’ Noesen, who left with a lower-
body injury -- Brind’Amour did not have an update on 
Noesen’s condition after the game. 

 

There was another scuffle in front of the Lightning net after 
Sebastian Aho collided with Vasilevskiy in the crease, and a 
third in front of the Canes bench as the final seconds ticked 
off in the second period. 

Point, the consummate sniper, scored again in the third, 
pushing his total to 47. Alex Killorn had an empty-net goal 
late in the game. 

“There was not a lot of spark to our game,” Brind’Amour said. 
“It was weird. It wasn’t like we were giving up a boatload of 
chances, but we weren’t getting enough to get that emotion 
in this building.” 

Carolina Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov was spotted 
in the weight room Tuesday at PNC Arena, his right leg in a 
heavy metal brace. 

While it was encouraging to see Svechnikov getting in some 
work, and his teammates were happy to see him, it again 
underscored all the Canes have lost with his injury and the 
adjustments needed to try and make up for his loss. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour has changed up some lines 
with Svechnikov out, looking for combinations that click, and 
did it again Tuesday during a 4-0 loss against the Tampa 
Bay Lightning after another injury, this time to forward Stefan 
Noesen. 

Brayden Point had a pair of goals and goalie Andrei 
Vasilevskiy was on point for Tampa Bay (43-26-6), which 
ended a four-game losing streak. Vasilevskiy had 29 saves 
in his third shutout of the season. 

“We didn’t have a whole lot of jump, all through the lineup,” 
Canes captain Jordan Staal said. “When we’re a little off, it 
looks like that. We didn’t win a whole lot of puck battles and 
hold on to pucks and wear them down. It was kind of the 
opposite.” 
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Hurricanes attempt to jump-start punchless power play by turning back the clock 
By Luke DeCock 

In a fruitless — so far, anyway — attempt to improve their 
offense, the Carolina Hurricanes doubled up on defense. 
Brent Burns and Shayne Gostisbhere skated out together on 
the Hurricanes’ first power play Tuesday, turning back the 
clock to the turn of the century. 

It’s de rigueur in the modern NHL to use four forwards, as 
the Hurricanes have for years. But the Hurricanes have 
reached the point of frustration with the man advantage 
where they’re willing to try just about anything. 

Burns and Gostisbehere — playing with Sebastian Aho, 
Martin Necas and Stefan Noesen — fared no better together 
as the Hurricanes went 0-for-2 in a flat 4-0 loss to the Tampa 
Bay Lightning. And that was before Noesen exited the game 
with a right knee injury, his status uncertain. 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour was noncommittal 
whether he’d stick with Burns and Gostisbehere, something 
that’s worked well in extra-attacker situations, but at this 
point, there’s no harm in letting the experiment run its 
course. It’s not like things were going much better with the 
two triggermen on separate units. 

“I don’t know,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s a work in progress. We 
had injuries today and that changes everything. We’ll keep 
tweaking until we get some sort of traction.” 

Over the nine games since Andrei Svechnikov was lost for 
the season, the Hurricanes are 2-for-20 on the power play, a 
skid notable not only for the failure to convert, but the 
scarcity of opportunities. 

That’s as worrying a trend as the production: They’ve had a 
total of 42 chances over the past 18 games, only one fewer 
than their opponents, but nine of those could be charitably 
described as useless — evening up penalty totals in already-
decided games, overlapping with their own penalties or in the 
final seconds of regulation, although the Hurricanes turned a 

token penalty with 7 seconds to go in Philadelphia into a 5-4 
overtime win. 

If you can’t count on second chances, you’ve got to make the 
most of the ones you have. And the Hurricanes certainly 
aren’t doing that. The retooled units generated nothing when 
the Hurricanes received a power play down 1-0 early in the 
second period or down 2-0 late in the second. They 
generated a total of five shot attempts in four minutes. 

And if things were difficult enough without Svechnikov and 
Max Pacioretty, they’re not going to get any easier if Noesen 
— one of the few players willing to stake a claim in the 
crease and fight to stay there — is out for any length of time. 

This was, despite the lack of sizzle, still a playoff-style game, 
with chances few and far between, and the kind of game 
decided by special teams and goaltending. Andrei 
Vasilevskiy was far better than Pyotr Kochetkov, and the 
Hurricanes couldn’t wedge anything loose on the power play. 
That’s how seasons end early. 

The Hurricanes’ penalty-kill remains as good as ever, second 
in the NHL, always a threat to score. But the power play that 
so let them down last spring certainly appears ready to do it 
again. There’s no excuse for a team with this much skill to be 
stumbling along at 20.8 percent, 18th in the NHL. They’ve 
shown they can get hot — they were 9-for-30 in January, 
commendably — but more than that, they need to get 
consistent. 

“We’re concerned,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s a big part of the 
game so you want to get clicking on it. Didn’t really love it 
today either. We’ve got to keep trying to find a way to make it 
dangerous. That’s the whole key on the power play.” 

So they tried something new, which was actually something 
old, and why not? What the Hurricanes had been doing 
wasn’t working. They’ve got a few weeks left to figure out 
something that does. 
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The NHL’s top 10 most underrated defensemen and why they’re so valuable 
By Harman Dayal 

Who are the most underrated defensemen in the NHL? 

It’s a topic bound to create ferocious debate because of its 
subjective nature. We have to inherently assume the way the 
hockey world rates every defenseman and then determine 
which players deserve a lot more recognition. 

It’s a nearly impossible exercise but it’s worth going through 
because of how fun it is to shine a spotlight on high-end 
players who fly under the radar. We’re going to be cognizant 
of the Aleksander Barkov dynamic, which is to say that if a 
player has been unanimously dubbed as underrated for 
many years, he’s probably not underrated anymore. That 
means we’ll avoid names like Jaccob Slavin, Devon Toews 
and Adam Pelech, for example. 

Here’s my personal take on the 10 most underrated 
defensemen in the NHL, presented in no particular order. 

Jonas Siegenthaler, New Jersey Devils 

Two years ago, Jonas Siegenthaler couldn’t even crack the 
Washington Capitals lineup. He was behind Dmitry Orlov and 
Brenden Dillon on the left-side depth chart, and after the club 
signed Zdeno Chara to a one-year deal, it left Siegenthaler 
on the outside looking in. He appeared in just seven games 
during the shortened 2021 season until he was dealt to the 
Devils at the trade deadline. 

From the moment he landed in New Jersey, Siegenthaler 
has emerged as one of the NHL’s premier shutdown 
defensemen. Over the last two seasons, Siegenthaler’s 
impact on lowering shot attempts and expected goals against 
both rank top-10 among NHL defensemen according to 
Evolving-Hockey’s RAPM model. 

Sieganthaler’s steady, stay-at-home presence has been a 
perfect complement to Dougie Hamilton’s elite talent as an 
offensive rover. That fit is why New Jersey’s top pair has 
been one of the best in the NHL this season. The 6-foot-2 
Swiss defender is exceptional at winning board battles, 
recovering loose pucks and can make a poised first pass. He 
defends the rush well, too. Here’s an example of him 
leveraging his mobility, reach and strength to eliminate a 
Connor McDavid rush. 

The 25-year-old hasn’t been as dynamite recently as he was 
during the first 2-3 months of the season, but his overall track 
record with the Devils is glowing. 

Brett Pesce, Carolina Hurricanes 

The attention for Carolina’s blue line is always on Slavin and, 
by extension, whoever his partner is. All of that praise is 
deserved but it’s caused Brett Pesce’s strong value on the 
second pair to fly under the radar. 

Contrary to what you may believe, it’s Pesce’s pair that 
absorbs the toughest matchups on Carolina’s blue line. Last 
year, the 28-year-old right-shot player ranked ninth among all 

NHL defensemen in terms of how often he matched up 
against elite players according to PuckIQ. 

Despite handling difficult minutes, Pesce’s underlying 
numbers are dominant across the board and they’ve scored 
11 goals more than they’ve allowed with him on the ice at 
five-on-five. Pesce and his partner Brady Skjei are usually 
first over the boards on Carolina’s penalty kill as well, which 
is second best in the league. 

Pesce contributes in a lot of areas that help drive play, but 
one of his best assets is defending the rush. He has stellar 
numbers when it comes to preventing zone entries with 
control, breaking up neutral zone plays and preventing rush 
chances according to Corey Sznajder’s microdata tracking. 

Pesce’s a surprisingly agile skater in tight spaces for a player 
who’s 6-3 and over 200 pounds. That helps him move pucks 
up the ice. In the clip below, watch how smoothly he changes 
direction to recover the loose puck, skate it up while fending 
off back pressure and then send a bank pass to spring a 
teammate for a rush. 

Pesce’s chipped in with 58 five-on-five points since the 2021 
season, which is tied for 36th among all NHL defensemen in 
that span. 

Vince Dunn, Seattle Kraken 

For years, Vince Dunn flashed the potential to be a high-end 
top-four driver but never lived up to the promise. He could 
crush sheltered third-pair duties in St. Louis, but he didn’t 
have the coaching staff’s trust and carried frustrating 
inconsistency, including a really rough 2021 campaign. 

Then there were growing pains during his first season in 
Seattle. He was mediocre in second-pair usage, driving just 
45.8 percent of expected goals, which ranked sixth among 
Kraken defensemen. 

Overnight, Dunn’s put it all together and started playing like a 
bona fide No. 1 defenseman. The 26-year-old has scored 60 
points in 72 games, including the most five-on-five points of 
any defender besides Erik Karlsson. 

The improvement spans far beyond his offensive explosion, 
however. 

Dunn is averaging 23:48 per game which is three minutes 
more per game compared to last season. He’s also been 
asked to defend top lines which wasn’t the case before. 
Dunn’s taken a huge step in his two-way performance 
despite the significantly tougher usage, driving a 54.9 
percent shot attempt share that leads all Seattle 
defensemen. With Dunn on the ice at five-on-five, the Kraken 
have outscored teams by a whopping 34 goals. 

Dunn isn’t getting enough buzz for a player who’s dominating 
as the No. 1 on a team bound for the playoffs. 
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Jake Walman, Detroit Red Wings 

Jake Walman looked like an afterthought as the third piece 
involved when the Red Wings shipped Nick Leddy to the 
Blues as a rental for a package that also returned a second-
round pick and Oskar Sundqvist. Walman’s inability to crack 
the Blues’ weak left-side defense as an everyday contributor 
certainly wasn’t a ringing endorsement. 

It turns out Steve Yzerman unearthed a diamond in the 
rough. 

Walman was elevated into a top pairing role this season 
when Ben Chiarot initially struggled to mesh with Moritz 
Seider. He hasn’t looked back since. Walman boasts the 
strongest play-driving numbers of all Red Wings defenders 
this season, leading the team in five-on-five shot attempt 
share and expected goal differential despite facing some of 
the toughest matchups in the league. That territorial control 
has translated to a plus-10 goal differential at five-on-five. 

Seider’s obviously the main driver of the pair but it isn’t a 
coincidence his game took off as soon as he was paired with 
Walman. Walman’s a sublime skater, competitive defensively 
and has cut down on the big mistakes that resulted in the 
perception of him as a high-risk player in years past. 

Below is an example of how he uses his standout skating to 
drive play. 

He races back to deny a scoring chance, wins the physical 
battle to gain full possession and then wheels around the net 
to escape pressure and snap the puck up the ice. 

Juuso Valimaki, Arizona Coyotes 

Just six months ago, Juuso Valimaki was trending toward 
becoming a bust. Injuries hampered his development, he 
was poor in his brief NHL opportunities following his ACL 
tear and didn’t play well enough in training camp to win a job. 
He was waived and picked up by Arizona where he’s rebuilt 
his career. 

Valimaki was effective as an everyday contributor and has 
completely taken off now that he’s become the Coyotes’ de 
facto No. 1 defenseman. Valimaki’s scored 19 points in his 
last 25 games while averaging a team-high 22:39. In this top-
pair role, he’s driven a positive shot share and 52.1 percent 
of expected goals, both of which lead Coyotes defensemen 
by a significant margin. That’s translated to a plus-6 goal 
differential at five-on-five during the last 25 games. 

All of that is impressive considering the lack of help around 
Valimaki. Nobody’s suggesting the 24-year-old is suddenly a 
proven top-pair defenseman — he would need to keep this 
up over a much larger sample to earn that label. But within 
one season, Valimaki has gone from being waiver fodder to 
scoring 31 points in 69 games and excelling in the last 
couple of months while being deployed like a No. 1 
defenseman. It’s a remarkable bounce-back story that’s 
flown under the radar. 

Gustav Forsling, Florida Panthers 

Gustav Forsling has scored 17 five-on-five goals over the 
last two seasons, which is tied for seventh-best among all 
NHL defensemen. For reference, Cale Makar leads the 
group with only five extra goals. Forsling’s tied for 12th in 

five-on-five points during that span, which is just shy of 
names like Quinn Hughes, Shea Theodore, Dunn and Devon 
Toews. 

This season, Forsling leads all Panthers players in five-on-
five ice time per game. He’s performed well in that workhorse 
role, controlling 55.9 percent of shot attempts and giving the 
Panthers a plus-13 goal differential when he’s stepped on 
the ice at five-on-five. Forsling’s skating and effectiveness 
jumping up in the play has been a unique fit in Florida. 

Forsling’s probably being asked to do a bit too much on a 
thin Panthers blue line, and his value might not translate the 
same way on a team with an environment that’s less suited 
to his strengths, but he’s performing at a genuine top-pair 
level. 

We also know he’s much more than just a product of Aaron 
Ekblad, who’s had a disappointing year. Forsling played 
some of his best hockey carrying the Panthers’ blue line 
alongside MacKenzie Weegar when Ekblad got hurt last 
season. This season, Forsling’s underlying numbers have 
actually improved in his minutes away from Ekblad. 

Jonas Brodin, Minnesota Wild 

Jonas Brodin is arguably the best shutdown defender in the 
entire sport. Over the last five seasons, Brodin’s five-on-five 
impact at limiting quality chances is the best of any active 
NHL defenseman who’s logged at least 1500 minutes 
according to Evolving-Hockey’s RAPM model. 

Elite mobility is the foundation of Brodin’s game, especially 
his backward skating which is unmatched around the league. 
It gives him the superpower of almost always being able to 
stay in front of speedy puck carriers, match their pace off the 
rush and kill plays. 

On top of that, Brodin has elite defensive instincts. He’s a 
step ahead in anticipating plays which allows him to 
extinguish fires all over the defensive zone. 

Here’s an example below. In this clip, Brodin makes a sharp 
read to recognize that his partner, Matt Dumba, probably 
won’t win the loose puck race. Brodin dashes all the way 
across, leveraging his elite skating to aggressively close the 
gap and reach with his stick to block a pass attempt into the 
slot. Then when the puck is dumped deep, Brodin turns 
sharply on his edges to evade the forecheck pressure and 
makes a poised pass into the middle to orchestrate a clean 
breakout. 

You won’t see Brodin making highlight-reel plays but he 
consistently executes sequences like the one above that 
drive outstanding defensive results. 

Nick Jensen, Washington Capitals 

Nick Jensen exudes so many qualities you love to see in a 
modern second-pair defenseman. 

He’s played the most minutes matched up against elite 
players of any Caps defender over the last couple of 
seasons according to PuckIQ. Jensen’s performed well in 
that arduous workload, helping the Capitals gain a modest 
edge in shot attempts and expected goals. Since last 
season, the Capitals have scored 25 goals more than they’ve 
allowed with Jensen deployed at five-on-five. 
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It’s a huge advantage for your team if you have a second-
pair defender that can not only absorb the toughest 
matchups but decisively win them. It’s especially rare to find 
that type of second-pair impact from an affordable right-shot 
defenseman, which Jensen is. 

Jensen drives these quality results because of his excellent 
skating ability. He and former partner Dmitry Orlov both had 
strong puck-moving numbers, but Corey Sznajder’s tracking 
this season indicates Jensen was the real workhorse at 
being the first man back to cleanly retrieve the puck in the 
defensive zone. That ability to transition the puck is why he’s 
consistently driven excellent defensive results — whether it 
be in terms of his shots, scoring chances or actual goals-
against rates. 

Mattias Samuelsson, Buffalo Sabres 

The Buffalo Sabres are an elite offensive team, ranking third 
in the league behind Edmonton and Boston with 3.57 goals 
per game. They’ve faded from the playoff race because they 
lack quality defensive players. That’s put a spotlight on the 
importance of Mattias Samuelsson, their go-to rugged 
defensive defensemen, who’s been in and out of the lineup 
because of injuries. 

Buffalo has a 28-16-4 record when Samuelsson’s played and 
a dismal 7-15-2 record when he’s been hurt. 

Samuelsson is 6-4, 231 pounds and plays a throwback style 
with his physical nature. He’s also mobile which combined 
with his long reach and excellent stickwork makes him an 
excellent one-on-one defender.  

Samuelsson, 23, is going to be a crucial piece for the Sabres 
as a caddy for either Rasmus Dahlin or Owen Power. 

Mikey Anderson, Los Angeles Kings 

It wasn’t too long ago that some looked at Drew Doughty and 
his $11 million cap hit through 2026-27 as one of the worst 
contracts in the NHL. Doughty deserves lots of credit for 
bouncing back over the last 2-3 years, but Anderson’s 
emergence as Doughty’s partner has been a pivotal force for 
the veteran’s resurgence, too. 

Anderson, 23, is an elite shutdown defenseman. He skates 
well, employs fantastic body position, disrupts with his stick, 
can play an assertive physical style and blocks lots of shots. 
Anderson is the complete package in his own end. He’s 
allowed a controlled entry on just 41.2 percent of zone entry 
attempts against him according to Sznajder’s data, which 
leads the Kings and is one of the best marks in the NHL. 

Anderson’s surrendered just 2.15 goals against per 60 
minutes since the 2020-21 season, which ranks 35th out of 
the 233 defensemen who have logged at least 1,000 five-on-
five minutes. The eight-year extension he signed at a $4.125 
million cap hit already looks like a bargain. 
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Hurricanes fail to find footing in shutout loss to Lightning 
Brayden Point had two goals and three points for Tampa Bay 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — Jordan Staal said the team “didn’t have a whole 
lot of jump.” 

Jordan Martinook offered that the players were “trying to get 
a spark.” 

Coach Rod Brind’Amour suggested “it certainly didn’t bounce 
our way.” 

Whatever it was the Carolina Hurricanes needed Tuesday at 
PNC Arena, they didn’t have it, and the result was a 4-0 loss 
to the visiting Lightning. 

“I just felt like we’d get a little bit going and then just stall,” 
Martinook said. “It’s a hard game because you’re trying to try 
to find it, you’re trying to find it, and then you’re trying to 
come back too. So it’s like you’re chasing and then trying to 
find a little energy. 

“It’s just — they’re tough ones.” 

Tampa Bay seemed to suck the energy out of both the 
Hurricanes and the sellout crowd at PNC Arena in the first 
period, when neither team mustered much of anything. 

But shortly after the Hurricanes killed off the first penalty of 
the game early in the second period, the Lightning managed 
to strike first. 

Tampa Bay kept the puck in the Carolina zone after the 
penalty expired, and Lightning defenseman Mikhail 
Sergachev’s slap pass went to Steve Stamkos to the right of 
the Hurricanes’ net. The Tampa Bay captain slid the puck 
under the Hurricanes rookie goalie Pyotr Kochetkov (17 
saves) to make it 1-0 at 5:58 of the second period. 

The Lightning doubled their lead later in the period when 
Brayden Point got his 46th goal of the season by banking a 

loose puck off Kochetkov’s back and in at 14:23 of the 
middle frame. 

Point added to the lead at 12:17 of the third by rattling a puck 
around the inside of the net from the right wing to make it 3-
0. 

Carolina’s last-ditch effort to pull Kochetkov with more than 
6½ minutes left in regulation ended when Alex Killorn scored 
into an empty net with 4:21 remaining. 

All that was left for the Lightning was to secure goalie Andrei 
Vasilevskiy’s third shutout of the season in arguably his 
toughest campaign since he became Tampa Bay’s No. 1 
goalie. 

On Tuesday, the rest of the season — even Carolina’s 
clinical 6-0 win over the Lightning just over three weeks ago 
— was forgotten. And it was a reminder that even though 
both teams are gearing up for a postseason run, there’s still 
work to be done in the final two-plus weeks of the regular 
season. 

“This is a tough time of year for every team, for different 
reasons,” Brind’Amour said. “So we have our challenges too 
here with a lot of games. But I think it’s just trying to focus on 
every day, and we’ve talked about it from day one of the 
year.” 

Staal added: “It’s a good team, and we have to bring our best 
to beat them. So we didn’t tonight, and there’s no real 
excuse for it. We’ve got to regroup and get back on the road 
and get on the right side of things.” 

Notes: Carolina was shut out for the fifth time this season 
and third time since March 11. … Stefan Noesen left the 
game in the second period after a collision with Lightning 
forward Nick Paul and did not return. … The Hurricanes fell 
to 47-17-9 on the season but still hold a three-point lead over 
the Devils in Metropolitan Division with a game in hand. … 
Stamkos and Point both had three points in the win. 
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Recap: Canes Shut Out By Lightning 
"We didn't have a whole lot of jump, all throughout the 
lineup." 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes' offense couldn't 
find a spark on Tuesday, as they were blanked by Andrei 
Vasilevskiy and the Tampa Bay Lightning, 4-0. 

 The Story 

Wrapping up a four-game home stretch and also their three-
game season series against the Lightning it was a slow start 
to the contest, with each side posting just seven shots on 
goal in the opening 20 minutes. 

Neither Pyotr Kochetkov nor Andrei Vasilevksiy faced any 
major tests, sending the contest to the second period 
scoreless. 

That would change in the second period though when 
Steven Stamkos redirected a Mikhail Sergachev setup 
through the five-hole of Kochetkov to give his team the 
game's first goal. As the period progressed they'd then add 
another, this time via Brayden Point. 

With the game approaching the end of the second period 
and the Canes trailing by a pair, the most life of the night 
from Carolina was seen in the form of physicality. 

While the zest brought the thought that it would perhaps 
awaken Carolina's offense, it turned out to be nothing more 
than false hope. Stefan Noesen would not return in the third 
because of the lower-body injury he suffered and the only 
offense continued to come from Tampa Bay. 

Point added his second of the night on the rush and Alex 
Killorn hit the empty net, closing out the 4-0 final. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour breaking down the effort... 

"Not a whole lot of spark to our game. We didn't play the 
game we like to play. Not enough time in their end. It was 
weird because it wasn't like we were giving up a boatload of 
chances, but we weren't getting enough to get emotion in the 
building. We had a couple opportunities in the third there and 
it started looking right, but it just didn't bounce our way." 

Jordan Staal dissecting the loss... 

"We didn't have a whole lot of jump, all throughout our 
lineup. If we're just a little off, it looks like that. We weren't 
really winning a whole lot of puck battles, getting on the 
forecheck and doing our thing. [We weren't] holding onto 
pucks and wearing them down, we kind of did the opposite." 

Jordan Martinook offering his thoughts on the team wrapping 
up a tough five-game stretch against New York, Toronto, 
Boston and Tampa Bay, but also looking ahead at what's to 
come... 

"We're gearing up for two, three weeks here where there's 
never going to be an easy night. It's been a tough stretch, 
but that's not to say that the next stretch isn't going to be 
tough. We're playing every other night and these teams that 
we're going to play are maybe out of it, but I've been on that 
side of it, where you're playing for jobs and kids coming up 
and playing hard. It's not like you're getting an easy game, 
ever. We have to figure out where our energy was, regroup, 
get some rest and come back." 

Bonus Notes 

 The Canes fall to 47-17-9 with their second 
consecutive defeat. 

 Jesper Fast played after he and his wife welcomed 
a baby boy earlier in the day. 

 Tonight was the fifth time this season, and the third 
time during the month of March, that Carolina was 
held scoreless. 

 Andrei Vasilevskiy finished with 29 saves on 29 
shots. 

 Carolina concludes the season series 2-1-0, while 
Tampa Bay goes 1-1-1. 

What's Next? 

The Canes are scheduled to practice Wednesday before 
taking off for Detroit. They'll then take on the Red Wings 
Thursday night at 7:30 p.m. 
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Vasilevskiy makes 31 saves, Lightning shut out Hurricanes 
Point, Stamkos each has 3 points for Tampa Bay; Carolina 
fails to pad lead in Metro 

By Kurt Dusterberg  

Recap: TBL 4, CAR 0 

Brayden Point tallied two goals, Andrei Vasilevskiy saved all 
29 shots faced, leading the Lightning to a 4-0 shutout win 
over the Hurricanes 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Andrei Vasilevskiy made 31 saves, and 
the Tampa Bay Lightning defeated the Carolina Hurricanes 
4-0 at PNC Arena on Tuesday. 

Brayden Point had two goals and an assist, and Steven 
Stamkos had a goal and two assists for the Lightning (43-26-
6), who ended a four-game losing streak. Nikita Kucherov 
had two assists. 

Tampa Bay moved five points behind the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, who have two games in hand, for second place in the 
Atlantic Division. 

"To not give one up, [Vasilevskiy] obviously had something 
to do with that," Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. "But it was 
never like he was under siege at all during the game. That's 
how we've got to play if we want to do anything in the spring. 

"It definitely turned the tables from the last time we were 
here (6-0 loss on March 5). I thought the guys got rewarded 
tonight for the way they played." 

Pyotr Kochetkov made 17 saves for the Hurricanes (47-17-
9), who have lost three of four (1-2-1) and remained three 
points ahead of the New Jersey Devils for first place in the 
Metropolitan Division with one game in hand. 

"Not a lot of spark to our game. Didn't play it the way we'd 
like to play it," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "It 
wasn't like we were giving up a boatload of chances, but we 
weren't getting enough to get a lot of emotion in the building." 

Stamkos gave the Lightning a 1-0 lead at 5:58 of the second 
period, redirecting Mikhail Sergachev's slap pass five-hole 
on Kochetkov from near the left post.  

"Just trying to get open there, and [Sergachev] had a good 
heads-up play and squeaked on through there," Stamkos 
said. "It was nice to get on the board. After that, we 
responded pretty well." 

Point pushed it to 2-0 at 14:23. Kochetkov stopped a 
backhand from Stamkos that was redirected in front, but 
Point gathered the rebound below the goal line and shot the 
puck in off the goalie's right leg. 

"I've seen a lot of guys who have been doing that lately," 
Point said. "It's a rebound and I'm just trying to put a puck in 
there. If it doesn't bounce off him, maybe it bounces to one of 
our guys." 

Point then made it 3-0 at 12:17 of the third period, roofing a 
shot from the right circle after receiving a cross-ice pass from 
Stamkos. 

Alex Killorn scored an empty-net goal at 15:39 for the 4-0 
final. 

"It's a hard game because you're trying to find it, and then 
you're trying to come back, too," Hurricanes forward Jordan 
Martinook said. "We've got to figure out where our energy 
was, and we've got to regroup." 

NOTES: Vasilevskiy's shutout was his third of the season 
and 31st in the NHL. … Point has four goals in his past four 
games. … The Hurricanes were 0-for-2 on the power play 
and are 3-for-27 in their past 12 games. … Carolina forward 
Stefan Noesen left with 1:10 remaining in the second period 
after sustaining a lower-body injury following a collision with 
Nicholas Paul. There was no update postgame. 
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Point scores 2, Lightning snap skid with shutout of ’Canes 
By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Brayden Point had two goals and an 
assist and the Tampa Bay Lightning snapped a four-game 
losing streak by defeating the Carolina Hurricanes 4-0 
Tuesday night. 

“It starts with effort and emotion,” Tampa Bay captain Steven 
Stamkos said. “(This game) was a good example of getting 
the outcome because of the process. I thought we just 
played a really solid, patient, physical and in-your-face style 
of game and we got rewarded for it.” 

Andrei Vasilevskiy made 29 saves, including 12 in the third 
period, for his third shutout of the season. 

“That’s the hockey that you’ve got to play at this time of the 
year,” Stamkos said. “We know what the recipe is. It’s just 
about executing.” 

Stamkos added a goal and two assists as the Lightning 
wrapped up a four-game road stretch with a much-needed 
result to stay in good position to reach the playoffs. Alex 
Killorn scored an empty-net goal with 4:21 remaining. 

“It’s about work ethic and I liked our work ethic,” Point said. 
“We did a good job of keeping on top of them.” 

Pyotr Kochetkov made 17 saves as the Hurricanes lost for 
the third time in four games (1-2-1). Carolina was blanked for 
the third time in a 10-game stretch. 

“We didn’t have a lot of spark to our game,” Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We didn’t play it the way we 
like to play it. Not enough time in their end.” 

Carolina leads the Metropolitan Division by three points over 
the New Jersey Devils. 

Tampa Bay has played in the last three Stanley Cup Finals. 
Coach Jon Cooper said he recognized positive elements 
Tuesday night. 

“That’s how we’ve got to play if we want to do anything in the 
spring,” Cooper said. 

The Lightning faced a division leader for the second game in 
a row, following Saturday’s 2-1 loss at Boston. Stamkos said 
the team is experiencing a playoff-level intensity. 

“That’s good for the position that we’re in,” he said. 

Tampa Bay’s Nikita Kucherov had two assists to boost his 
season total to 76. 

Stamkos scored 5:58 into the second period. He hung out 
near the net and was on the receiving end of Mikhail 
Sergachev’s pass, sliding the puck under Kochetkov’s pads 
for his 31st goal this season. 

Point’s first goal came after he collected a rebound, knocking 
the puck off Kochetkov on a shot from behind the goal line at 
14:23 of the second period.  

Point pushed his goals total for the season to 47 with another 
score at 12:20 of the third period. 

It was a quite a reversal from the Lightning’s March 5 visit, 
when the Hurricanes rolled to a 6-0 rout. 

“It definitely turned the tables from the last time we were 
here,” Cooper said. “We’ve played the best two teams in the 
East in the last couple (games). We didn’t get any points in 
the Boston game, but we took some steps forward.” 

POWER OUTAGE 

The Hurricanes have gone 1 for 11 on power plays across a 
five-game stretch. 

“We’re concerned,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s a big part of the 
game, so you want to get clicking. We’ve got to keep trying 
to find ways to make it dangerous.” 

NOTES: Lightning D Ian Cole was a healthy scratch, missing 
a game for the first time since Oct. 15. D Haydn Fluery, a 
former member of the Hurricanes, was in the Tampa Bay 
lineup for the first time in 10 games. … Hurricanes RW 
Stefan Noesen didn’t return after sustaining a lower-body 
injury in the second period. 

UP NEXT Lightning: Host Washington on Thursday. 

Hurricanes: At Detroit on Thursday.
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Red Wings host the Hurricanes after Perron’s hat trick 
Carolina Hurricanes (47-17-9, first in the Metropolitan 
Division) vs. Detroit Red Wings (32-32-9, seventh in the 
Atlantic Division) 

Detroit; Thursday, 7:30 p.m. EDT 

BOTTOM LINE: The Detroit Red Wings host the Carolina 
Hurricanes after David Perron’s hat trick against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins in the Red Wings’ 7-4 win. 

Detroit is 32-32-9 overall and 18-15-4 in home games. The 
Red Wings have an 8-8-6 record in games decided by a 
goal. 

Carolina is 47-17-9 overall and 22-7-6 on the road. The 
Hurricanes have a +48 scoring differential, with 237 total 
goals scored and 189 allowed. 

The teams square off Thursday for the second time this 
season. The Hurricanes won 1-0 in the previous meeting. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Perron has 19 goals and 28 assists for 
the Red Wings. Dylan Larkin has four goals and eight assists 
over the last 10 games. 

Martin Necas has scored 27 goals with 41 assists for the 
Hurricanes. Sebastian Aho has six goals and one assist over 
the past 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Red Wings: 4-6-0, averaging 2.7 goals, 
4.7 assists, 4.3 penalties and 8.7 penalty minutes while 
giving up 3.3 goals per game. 

Hurricanes: 4-5-1, averaging 2.4 goals, 3.8 assists, 2.4 
penalties and 5.1 penalty minutes while giving up 3.1 goals 
per game. 

INJURIES: Red Wings: Filip Zadina: day to day (lower body), 
Michael Rasmussen: out (lower body), Mark Pysyk: out 
(achilles), Ville Husso: day to day (lower body), Ben Chiarot: 
out (upper body), Robby Fabbri: day to day (lower body). 

Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), Jake Gardiner: 
out (hip/back), Max Pacioretty: out (achilles), Stefan Noesen: 
day to day (lower body), Andrei Svechnikov: out for season 
(knee). 

 

 

NHL playoff standings: Must-win game for the Panthers? 
By Tim Kavanagh 

It's a typically light Wednesday schedule in the NHL this 
evening, with only three games on the slate. One of them 
pits a team that just clinched a playoff berth -- the Toronto 
Maple Leafs, who appear destined for a first-round matchup 
with the Tampa Bay Lightning -- against one that is trying to 
claw its way back into a wild-card spot, the Florida Panthers 
(7:30 p.m. ET, NHL Power Play on ESPN+). 

Heading into the game, the Panthers are three points behind 
-- and four regulation wins ahead -- the Pittsburgh Penguins 
for wild card No. 2, and six points and two regulation wins 
behind the New York Islanders for wild card No. 1. 

Following Wednesday night's clash with the Leafs, it's a 
string of lottery teams -- at the Montreal Canadiens, at the 
Columbus Blue Jackets, then home for the Buffalo Sabres 
and Ottawa Senators before a game at the Washington 
Capitals. Following that quintet of games, they'll close out at 
home against the Leafs and the Carolina Hurricanes, both of 
whom are already well set in their playoff positions. 

Will they pull it off? FiveThirtyEight's model is skeptical, 
giving the Panthers a 26% chance of making the playoffs, 
compared to 90% for the Isles and 71% for the Penguins. 

As we enter the final stretch of the regular season, it's time to 
check all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying 
for position in the 2023 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Boston Bruins vs. WC2 Pittsburgh Penguins 
A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 
M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 New York Islanders 
M2 New Jersey Devils vs. M3 New York Rangers 

Western Conference 

C1 Minnesota Wild vs. WC1 Seattle Kraken 
C2 Colorado Avalanche vs. C3 Dallas Stars 
P1 Vegas Golden Knights vs. WC2 Winnipeg Jets 
P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Edmonton Oilers 

Wednesday's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All games not on ESPN, TNT or 
NHL Network are available via NHL Power Play, which is 
included in an ESPN+ subscription (local blackout 
restrictions apply). 
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Florida Panthers at Toronto Maple Leafs, 7:30 p.m. 
New York Islanders at Washington Capitals, 7:30 p.m. (TNT) 
Minnesota Wild at Colorado Avalanche, 10 p.m. (TNT) 

Tuesday's scoreboard. 

Nashville Predators 2, Boston Bruins 1 
Tampa Bay Lightning 4, Carolina Hurricanes 0 
Detroit Red Wings 7, Pittsburgh Penguins 4 
New York Rangers 6, Columbus Blue Jackets 2 
Philadelphia Flyers 3, Montreal Canadiens 2 
St. Louis Blues 6, Vancouver Canucks 5 (OT) 
Dallas Stars 4, Chicago Blackhawks 1 
Calgary Flames 2, Los Angeles Kings 1 
Edmonton Oilers 7, Vegas Golden Knights 4 
San Jose Sharks 3, Winnipeg Jets 0 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

y - Boston Bruins 

Points: 119 
Regulation wins: 49 
Playoff position: A1 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 132 
Next game: vs. CBJ (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 100% 
Tragic number: N/A 

x - Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 97 
Regulation wins: 37 
Playoff position: A2 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 109 
Next game: vs. FLA (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: 100% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 92 
Regulation wins: 35 
Playoff position: A3 
Games left: 7 
Points pace: 101 
Next game: vs. WSH (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 79 
Regulation wins: 31 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 88 
Next game: @ TOR (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: 26% 
Tragic number: 14 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 77 
Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 87 
Next game: vs. NYR (Friday) 
Playoff chances: 6% 
Tragic number: 14 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 77 
Regulation wins: 29 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 85 
Next game: vs. PHI (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 4% 
Tragic number: 12 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 73 
Regulation wins: 25 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 82 
Next game: vs. CAR (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 10 

e - Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 66 
Regulation wins: 20 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 7 
Points pace: 72 
Next game: vs. FLA (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 0% 
Tragic number: E 

Metropolitan Division 

x - Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 103 
Regulation wins: 35 
Playoff position: M1 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 116 
Next game: @ DET (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 100% 
Tragic number: N/A 

x - New Jersey Devils 

Points: 100 
Regulation wins: 34 
Playoff position: M2 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 111 
Next game: vs. NYR (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 100% 
Tragic number: N/A 

x - New York Rangers 

Points: 98 
Regulation wins: 34 
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Playoff position: M3 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 109 
Next game: @ NJ (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 100% 
Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 85 
Regulation wins: 33 
Playoff position: WC1 
Games left: 7 
Points pace: 93 
Next game: @ WSH (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: 90% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 82 
Regulation wins: 27 
Playoff position: WC2 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 91 
Next game: vs. NSH (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 71% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 76 
Regulation wins: 26 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 84 
Next game: vs. NYI (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: 2% 
Tragic number: 11 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 70 
Regulation wins: 26 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 79 
Next game: @ OTT (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 7 

e - Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 53 
Regulation wins: 15 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 60 
Next game: @ BOS (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 0% 
Tragic number: E 

Central Division 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 95 
Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: C1 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 105 
Next game: @ COL (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 94 
Regulation wins: 31 
Playoff position: C2 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 106 
Next game: vs. MIN (Wednesday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 94 
Regulation wins: 33 
Playoff position: C3 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 104 
Next game: @ ARI (Friday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 85 
Regulation wins: 31 
Playoff position: WC2 
Games left: 7 
Points pace: 93 
Next game: vs. DET (Friday) 
Playoff chances: 56% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 82 
Regulation wins: 27 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 92 
Next game: @ PIT (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 21% 
Tragic number: 16 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 74 
Regulation wins: 25 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 82 
Next game: @ CHI (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 6 

e - Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 67 
Regulation wins: 20 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 7 
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Points pace: 73 
Next game: vs. DAL (Friday) 
Playoff chances: 0% 
Tragic number: E 

e - Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 54 
Regulation wins: 16 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 60 
Next game: vs. STL (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 0% 
Tragic number: E 

Pacific Division 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 98 
Regulation wins: 34 
Playoff position: P1 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 109 
Next game: @ SJ (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 96 
Regulation wins: 33 
Playoff position: P2 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 106 
Next game: @ EDM (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 95 
Regulation wins: 39 
Playoff position: P3 
Games left: 7 
Points pace: 104 
Next game: vs. LA (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: >99% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Seattle Kraken 

Points: 88 
Regulation wins: 31 
Playoff position: WC1 
Games left: 9 
Points pace: 99 
Next game: vs. ANA (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 98% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 83 
Regulation wins: 28 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 7 

Points pace: 91 
Next game: @ VAN (Friday) 
Playoff chances: 25% 
Tragic number: 13 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 74 
Regulation wins: 22 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 82 
Next game: vs. CGY (Friday) 
Playoff chances: <1% 
Tragic number: 6 

e - Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 56 
Regulation wins: 13 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 62 
Next game: @ SEA (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 0% 
Tragic number: E 

e - San Jose Sharks 

Points: 55 
Regulation wins: 15 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 8 
Points pace: 61 
Next game: vs. VGK (Thursday) 
Playoff chances: 0% 
Tragic number: E 

Y -- Clinched division; X -- Clinched playoff berth; E -- 
Eliminated from playoff contention 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order of the 
first round, so the team that finishes in last place is not 
guaranteed the No. 1 selection. As of 2021, a team might 
move up a maximum of 10 spots if it wins the lottery, so only 
11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 pick. Full 
details on the process can be found here. Sitting No. 1 on 
the draft board for this summer is Connor Bedard, who has 
been lauded as a generational talent. 

1. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 53 
Regulation wins: 15 

2. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 54 
Regulation wins: 16 

3. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 55 
Regulation wins: 15 
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4. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 56 
Regulation wins: 13 

5. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 66 
Regulation wins: 20 

6. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 67 
Regulation wins: 20 

7. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 70 
Regulation wins: 26 

8. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 73 
Regulation wins: 25 

9. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 74 
Regulation wins: 22 

10. St. Louis Blues 

Points: 74 
Regulation wins: 25 

11. Washington Capitals 

Points: 76 
Regulation wins: 26 

12. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 77 
Regulation wins: 27 

13. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 77 
Regulation wins: 29 

14. Florida Panthers* 

Points: 79 
Regulation wins: 31 

15. Nashville Predators 

Points: 82 
Regulation wins: 27 

16. Calgary Flames 

Points: 83 
Regulation wins: 28 

*Notes on traded picks impacting the top 16:  

 Montreal will receive Florida's first-round pick as a 
result of the trade last season that sent Ben Chiarot 
to the Panthers.  
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Canes blanked by Bolts in PNC 
The Carolina Hurricanes had a night to forget Tuesday in 
PNC Arena.  

By Alec_Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes had a night to forget in a hurry 
Tuesday night in PNC Arena, dropping their second straight 
game at home in a brutal 4-0 loss to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning.  

The Canes had their chances but never really found a 
rhythm, as Andrei Vasilevskiy posted a 29-save shutout that 
featured just a couple grade-A saves. For the Lightning, 
Tampa opened up a 2-0 lead in the second period with goals 
from Steven Stamkos and Brayden Point, before Point made 
it 3-0 in the third with Alex Killorn putting the final bow on the 
4-0 win with the empty netter.  

Pyotr Kochetkov had the net for the Canes, making just 18 
saves on 21 shots faced. It’s hard to put too much of the 
blame on Kochetkov, though, as Point’s two goals were a 
weird bounce from behind the net that went off Kochetkov 

and in and then a rocket that hit the back bar. Still, a 
saveable goal from Stamkos opened the scoring and the 
floodgates for the Lightning.  

The first period featured almost nothing in terms of shots on 
goal for either team, but Tampa opened it up in the second 
period. After the Canes technically killed a penalty, Stamkos 
scored in the immediate seconds, gliding one under 
Kochetkov’s pad. The Canes had a chance to even it up with 
a power play of their own, but it wasn’t good.  

On the whole, the Canes were 0 for 2 on the power play, 
also failing to convert on a man advantage that spanned the 
end of the second period and beginning of the third. Carolina 
had plenty of good chances in the third period, actually finally 
taking the game to Tampa a little bit, but Vasilevskiy came 
up big before Point scored the dagger.  

In another blow, Stefan Noesen also exited the game with an 
injury.  

The Canes will finish March Thursday night in Detroit.  

First and last 10 games for Chicago Wolves show eerie similarities 
And yet the team’s better now than they were during game 
one. Curious! 

By Sarah.A  

By The Numbers 

Record: 27-28-4-3, 61 points  

Goals/Game: 3.02 

Goals Against/Game: 3.50 

Shots/Game: 27.84 

Shots Against/Game: 29.77 

Power Play % (Rank): 17.6% (26th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank): 85.0% (1st)  

Leading Scorer (Overall): Malte Stromwall (39) 

Most Goals: Vasily Ponomarev (19) 

Most Assists: Max Lajoie (29) 

Next Game: Wednesday, March 29 at Grand Rapids 

(stats as of March 27, 2023) 

This week’s Wolves report is a familiar story to anyone who’s 
been checking in on the team this season. Strong wins 
featuring tight overall team efforts get followed up by 
embarrassing performances, only to have the ship slowly 

right itself over the next series of games. They’re hallmarks 
of a team that is still learning and growing, and the Wolves 
are no exception.  

While the Wolves are overall a better team now than they 
were in September and October, their record doesn’t always 
indicate it. In fact, their stats through their first 10 and last 10 
games are so similar that it’s practically uncanny. 

The small changes have been significant, though. The 
Wolves are taking more shots, and limiting their opponents 
more. The power play, while scoring the same number of 
goals, is more efficient — the Wolves are drawing fewer 
penalties, but capitalizing on more of their opportunities.  

I thought that the numbers were eerily similar enough that I 
also looked at the last 10 games that Pyotr Kochetkov played 
for the Wolves. The amount of goals scored doesn’t differ 
significantly, but the goals against, both at even strength and 
on the penalty kill, drop dramatically. And while Kochetkov 
isn’t the one limiting an opponent’s shots, it’s notable that the 
team appears to play better in front of him: the power play 
was significantly better during that span, and the shots 
against dropped as well, going from allowing an average of 
nearly 30 shots per game to allowing just over 27. 

The Wolves have 10 games remaining in the regular season, 
which means just 10 more games for some of the young 
players to shine. Several players have been signed to 
amateur try-out agreements after their college seasons 
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concluded, including Dominick Mersch (no points in two 
games) and Neil Shea (two points in six games). Goaltender 
Jacob Kucharski had a less auspicious start to his 
professional career, allowing four goals on eight shots and 
being pulled after just 13 minutes of action. 

The Wolves have also welcomed back Tuukka Tieksola, who 
had been loaned back to Kärpät in the Finnish Liiga in 
February. With Kärpät’s season wrapping up, Tieksola 
returned to the Wolves. Where he scored two goals in his 
first game back. He added an assist in the next game, for 
three points over two games since his return. Ville Koivunen, 
a 19-year old forward and 2021 Hurricanes draft pick, also 
joined the team at the conclusion of Kärpät’s season. He has 
no points in two games.  

Game 57: Chicago Wolves 6, Milwaukee Admirals 2 

Scoring: Malte Stromwall, 2 G ,1 A; Nathan Sucese, 1 G, 1 
A; Jamieson Rees, 1 G; Griffin Mendel, 1 G; Joey LaBate, 1 
G; Mackenzie MacEachern, 3 A; Vasily Ponomarev, 2 A; 
William Lagesson, 1 A; Ryan Suzuki, 1 A; Max Lajoie, 1 A 

In net: Zach Sawchenko, saved 25 of 27, 0.926 sv%  

Game 58: Chicago Wolves 1, Manitoba Moose 6 

Scoring: Josh Melnick, 1 G; Neil Shea, 1 A; Cavan 
Fitzgerald, 1 A  

In net: Jacob Kucharski, saved 4 of 8, 0.500 sv%; Zach 
Sawchenko, saved 16 of 18, 0.889 sv%  

Game 59: Chicago Wolves 3, Manitoba Moose 4 (SO) 

Scoring: Zach Senyshyn, 1 G; Josh Melnick, 1 G; Vasily 
Ponomarev, 1 G; Alex Green, 2 A; Griffin Mendel, 1 A; Jack 
Dugan, 1 A 

In net: Zach Sawchenko, saved 32 of 35, 0.914 sv%  

Game 60: Chicago Wolves 3, Grand Rapids Griffins 6 

The less said about this epic collapse, the better. 

Scoring: Malte Stromwall, 1 G, 1 A; Max Lajoie, 1 G; 
Jamieson Rees, 1 G; Mackenzie MacEachern, 2 A; Ronan 
Seely, 1 A; William Lagesson, 1 A; Ryan Suzuki, 1 A 

In net: Zach Sawchenko, saved 20 of 25, 0.800 sv%  

Game 61: Chicago Wolves 3, Texas Stars 4 (OT) 

Scoring: Tuukka Tieksola, 2 G; Mackenzie MacEachern, 1 G; 
Max Lajoie, 1 A; Ryan Dzingel, 1 A; Joseph LaBate, 1 A; 
Cavan Fitzgerald, 1 A; Ronan Seeley, 1 A; Vasily 
Ponomarev, 1 A 

In net: Zach Sawchenko, saved 26 of 30, 0.867 sv%  

Game 62: Chicago Wolves 3, Texas Stars 2 

Scoring: Ryan Suzuki, 1 G; Vasily Ponomarev, 1 G; Cavan 
Fitzgerald, 1 G; Nathan Sucese, 1 A; Ronan Seeley, 1 A; 
Tuukka Tieksola, 1 A; Max Lajoie, 1 A; Jack Dugan, 1 A; 
Anttoni Honka, 1 A 

In net: Zach Sawchenko, saved 30 of 32, 0.938 sv%  
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Snakebit Canes lose 4-0 against the Lightning  
By Ethan Bakogiannis 

In their second-to-last game in March — and final game in a 
stretch against Stanley Cup Contenders — the Carolina 
Hurricanes put up a goose egg against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning, losing 4-0 on Tuesday, March 28 in PNC Arena. 

The Hurricanes have now been shut out three times this 
month, while in all other games this season have only been 
blanked twice. The well-oiled machine that was the Carolina 
Hurricanes has seemingly hit a roadblock right in front of the 
opposing team’s net. 

Just by looking at the scorecard, you may think that Carolina 
was not in this game at all, but the tape will show that the 
Hurricanes were playing better for the majority of the game, if 
not all of it. Whether because of a black cat or a broken 
mirror, the Canes are downright unlucky and can’t find the 
back of the net. 

The majority of the Canes’ chances came in the third period 
after going into the final frame down 2-0. In the middle of the 
third, defenseman Jalen Chatfield missed a wide-open goal 
right on the doorstep, which perfectly summed up the 
Hurricanes’ struggles in one play. 

Carolina got off to the start it normally has. Putting in good 
forecheck after forecheck, they were creating good chances 
from the rip, but nothing was finding the net. In the first 
period, left wing Jordan Martinook found himself one-on-one 
with Lightning goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy. However, 
Vasilevskiy bested him with his blocker, sending the puck 
away from danger. 

Vasilevskiy and center Brayden Point carried the Lightning to 
a win, stealing two points away from the Canes — who need 
more if they want to win the Metropolitan Division. Standing 
on his head the entire game, Vasilevskiy made no mistakes. 
Even when things got dicey around the net, he always found 
a way to make crucial stops. 

Point also got two important goals to lift his team to victory. 
The first came in the second period when he shot the puck 
from below the goal line and banked it in off the back of 
Canes netminder Pyotr Kochetkov’s pad. Just as Carolina 
was building some momentum in the third period and hunting 
for its first goal, in the blink of an eye, Point got away from 
Hurricanes defenseman Brent Burns and fired one past the 
glove of Kochetkov, hitting the back bar. 

It has been nothing but disappointing for many Canes fans 
this past month with the team’s goal-scoring abilities 
seeming to vanish into thin air, especially since the team 
hasn't been significantly worse in terms of its play. 

In the playoffs, the only thing that counts are wins and 
losses. It doesn’t matter if you win by eight goals or take 
eight overtime periods to get the winning goal — you need 
16 wins to win the Stanley Cup. 

From now on, the Hurricanes will have a far easier schedule 
to finish off the season than they had the past several weeks. 
These games will be of the utmost importance as they are 
still fighting with the New Jersey Devils for first place in the 
Metro and will look to regain some confidence against 
weaker opponents. 

Injuries are continuing to plague the wingers of Carolina as 
another injury occurred late in the second period when right 
wing Stefan Noesen went to the locker room after a hip-to-
hip collision with Tampa Bay left wing Nicholas Paul. Noesen 
was listed as doubtful to return to the game with a lower-
body injury and never came back on the ice. He has been a 
productive goal-scorer on the fourth line this year, so if he is 
out long-term it will be a devastating blow to a team who 
needs depth scoring as of late. 

The Hurricanes will look to find a much-needed win against 
the Detroit Red Wings in Detroit on Thursday, March 30 at 
7:30 p.m. 

 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article273681275.html#storylink=mainstage_lead 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article273632850.html#storylink=mainstage_card 
https://theathletic.com/4348003/2023/03/28/nhl-most-underrated-defensemen/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2023/03/hurricanes-fail-to-find-footing-in-shutout-loss-to-lightning/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-shut-out-by-lightning/c-342827758 

https://www.nhl.com/news/tampa-bay-lightning-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-342479988 
https://apnews.com/article/lightning-hurricanes-ae01ddd24e9e256555f0a287639eefcf 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-david-perron-athlete-injuries-63ef8cde0bfb42dcb2c9989f488cfecb 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/35979618/nhl-playoff-standings-win-game-panthers 

https://www.canescountry.com/2023/3/28/23661119/canes-blanked-by-bolts-in-pnc 
https://www.canescountry.com/2023/3/28/23659600/first-and-last-10-games-for-chicago-wolves-show-eerie-similarities-ahl-statistics 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/snakebit-canes-lose-4-0-against-the-lightning/article_730c2b0c-cde1-11ed-8ced-0302d25dc612.html 
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Hurricanes attempt to jump-start punchless power play by turning back 
the clock 

 

Robert Willett 

 

Raleigh-In a fruitless — so far, anyway — attempt to improve their 
offense, the Carolina Hurricanes doubled up on defense. Brent Burns 
and Shayne Gostisbhere skated out together on the Hurricanes’ first 
power play Tuesday, turning back the clock to the turn of the century. 

It’s de rigueur in the modern NHL to use four forwards, as the Hurricanes 
have for years. But the Hurricanes have reached the point of frustration 
with the man advantage where they’re willing to try just about anything. 

Burns and Gostisbehere — playing with Sebastian Aho, Martin Necas 
and Stefan Noesen — fared no better together as the Hurricanes went 0-
for-2 in a flat 4-0 loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning. And that was before 
Noesen exited the game with a right knee injury, his status uncertain. 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour was noncommittal whether he’d stick 
with Burns and Gostisbehere, something that’s worked well in extra-
attacker situations, but at this point, there’s no harm in letting the 
experiment run its course. It’s not like things were going much better with 
the two triggermen on separate units. 

“I don’t know,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s a work in progress. We had injuries 
today and that changes everything. We’ll keep tweaking until we get 
some sort of traction.” 

Over the nine games since Andrei Svechnikov was lost for the season, 
the Hurricanes are 2-for-20 on the power play, a skid notable not only for 
the failure to convert, but the scarcity of opportunities. 

That’s as worrying a trend as the production: They’ve had a total of 42 
chances over the past 18 games, only one fewer than their opponents, 
but nine of those could be charitably described as useless — evening up 
penalty totals in already-decided games, overlapping with their own 
penalties or in the final seconds of regulation, although the Hurricanes 
turned a token penalty with 7 seconds to go in Philadelphia into a 5-4 
overtime win. 

If you can’t count on second chances, you’ve got to make the most of the 
ones you have. And the Hurricanes certainly aren’t doing that. The 
retooled units generated nothing when the Hurricanes received a power 
play down 1-0 early in the second period or down 2-0 late in the second. 
They generated a total of five shot attempts in four minutes. 

And if things were difficult enough without Svechnikov and Max 
Pacioretty, they’re not going to get any easier if Noesen — one of the few 
players willing to stake a claim in the crease and fight to stay there — is 
out for any length of time. 

This was, despite the lack of sizzle, still a playoff-style game, with 
chances few and far between, and the kind of game decided by special 

teams and goaltending. Andrei Vasilevskiy was far better than Pyotr 
Kochetkov, and the Hurricanes couldn’t wedge anything loose on the 
power play. That’s how seasons end early. 

The Hurricanes’ penalty-kill remains as good as ever, second in the NHL, 
always a threat to score. But the power play that so let them down last 
spring certainly appears ready to do it again. There’s no excuse for a 
team with this much skill to be stumbling along at 20.8 percent, 18th in 
the NHL. They’ve shown they can get hot — they were 9-for-30 in 
January, commendably — but more than that, they need to get 
consistent. 

“We’re concerned,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s a big part of the game so you 
want to get clicking on it. Didn’t really love it today either. We’ve got to 
keep trying to find a way to make it dangerous. That’s the whole key on 
the power play.” 

So they tried something new, which was actually something old, and why 
not? What the Hurricanes had been doing wasn’t working. They’ve got a 
few weeks left to figure out something that does. 

Never miss a Luke DeCock column. Sign up at tinyurl.com/lukeslatest to 
have them delivered directly to your email inbox as soon as they post. 

Luke DeCock’s Latest: Never miss a column on the Canes, ACC or other 
Triangle sports 

Sports columnist Luke DeCock joined The News & Observer in 2000 and 
has covered six Final Fours, the Summer Olympics, the Super Bowl and 
the Carolina Hurricanes’ Stanley Cup. He is the current president of the 
U.S. Basketball Writers Association, was the 2020 winner of the National 
Headliner Award as the country’s top sports columnist and has twice 
been named North Carolina Sportswriter of the Year. 
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Hurricanes fall flat against Lightning, lose 4-0 in final game of four-game 
homestand 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

Raleigh-Carolina Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov was spotted in 
the weight room Tuesday at PNC Arena, his right leg in a heavy metal 
brace. 

While it was encouraging to see Svechnikov getting in some work, and 
his teammates were happy to see him, it again underscored all the 
Canes have lost with his injury and the adjustments needed to try and 
make up for his loss. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour has changed up some lines with 
Svechnikov out, looking for combinations that click, and did it again 
Tuesday during a 4-0 loss against the Tampa Bay Lightning after another 
injury, this time to forward Stefan Noesen. 
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Brayden Point had a pair of goals and goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy was on 
point for Tampa Bay (43-26-6), which ended a four-game losing streak. 
Vasilevskiy had 29 saves in his third shutout of the season. 

“We didn’t have a whole lot of jump, all through the lineup,” Canes 
captain Jordan Staal said. “When we’re a little off, it looks like that. We 
didn’t win a whole lot of puck battles and hold on to pucks and wear them 
down. It was kind of the opposite.” 

For the Canes (47-17-9), Tuesday’s game ended a stretch of five games 
against some of the Eastern Conference’s best teams — two against the 
New York Rangers, then Toronto, Boston and Tampa Bay. The Canes 
went 2-2-1, scoring 12 goals. 

“You can definitely make excuses,” Staal said. “We had an emotional 
weekend. It was a good team and we needed to bring our best to beat 
‘em and we didn’t tonight. No real excuse for it.” 

Playing their third game in four days, the Hurricanes were listless much 
of the night, putting little sustained pressure on Vasilevskiy. There were 
some offensive chances in the third, when Carolina had 14 shots, but 
little of the high-danger variety. 

“It was weird. We were searching for it all night, trying to get a spark or 
something, and just stall,” Canes forward Jordan Martinook said. “You’re 
trying to find it and trying to find it and come back, too. When you’re 
chasing and trying to find a little energy, it’s a tough one. 

“We need to figure out where our energy was, and we need to regroup 
and get some rest and come back and get back on it.” 

It was the reverse of the Lightning’s last trip to PNC Arena, when the 
Canes rolled to an easy 6-0 win and completely stymied Tampa Bay. 

Teuvo Teravainen had a hat trick and Jesperi Kotkaniemi a five-point 
game March 5, and the Canes scored four times on the power play. The 
Lightning were held without a shot in the second period, mustered 14 in 
the game and had defenseman Victor Hedman knocked out of the game 
after a hard check from Svechnikov. 

But Svechnikov now is out with a torn ACL. The Canes must move on 
without the power forward. 

“Of course we miss him but it’s next man up, really,” Teravainen said. 
“Everybody has to play harder.” 

That did not happen Tuesday. After a scoreless first period, Steven 
Stamkos and Point, who have 78 goals between them this season, each 
scored in the second for a 2-0 lead. 

Stamkos scored soon after the Canes killed off a Martinook penalty, 
beating goalie Pyotr Kochetkov at the post with a shot under his right pad 
for his 31st of the season. Point picked up his 46th by popping a short 
shot off Kochetkov’s back. 

Things turned testy late in the second period after Nick Paul’s check on 
the Canes’ Noesen, who left with a lower-body injury -- Brind’Amour did 
not have an update on Noesen’s condition after the game. 

There was another scuffle in front of the Lightning net after Sebastian 
Aho collided with Vasilevskiy in the crease, and a third in front of the 
Canes bench as the final seconds ticked off in the second period. 

Point, the consummate sniper, scored again in the third, pushing his total 
to 47. Alex Killorn had an empty-net goal late in the game. 

“There was not a lot of spark to our game,” Brind’Amour said. “It was 
weird. It wasn’t like we were giving up a boatload of chances, but we 
weren’t getting enough to get that emotion in this building.” 

News Observer LOADED: 03.29.2023 

1212663 Detroit Red Wings 

 

David Perron hat trick leads Detroit Red Wings past Pens, 7-4, but Derek 
Lalonde missed it 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   Detroit Free Press 

 

A chaotic second period left the Detroit Red Wings without their head 
coach, but the third period left them with a victory to celebrate. 

Tuesday's outing against the Pittsburgh Penguins began well and ended 
with a 7-4 victory thanks to a hat trick from David Perron. Fans jeered 
Sidney Crosby shortly after Perron's third goal, on what was an eventful 
night at Little Caesars Arena. 

Derek Lalonde was ejected after arguing a call on the goal that made 
leveled the lead the Wings had built on goals from Jonatan Berggren, 
Andrew Copp and Dominik Kubalik. 

Perron put the Wings ahead at 4:05 of the third period, but Josh 
Archibald countered with a wrap-around goal 81 seconds later. Soon 
after that, the Wings were faced with a sixth penalty kill. Perron scored 
again during the Wings' third power play, with 3:40 remaining in the 
game, and completed his hat trick 25 seconds later. Dylan Larkin scored 
an empty net goal in the final minute. 

Calm start 

The Wings, who went 0-for-7 on man advantages in their previous outing, 
had their first power play just short of six minutes. They generated three 
shots on Casey DeSmith, building some momentum. Mark Friedman 
went to the box a second straight time at 9:03, putting the Wings back on 
a power play. There was one second left when Berggren knocked the 
puck in the net, scoring for the first time in 12 games. Thirty-four seconds 
after Berggren's goal, the Wings built on their lead. Moritz Seider shot the 
puck from the point, and Copp tipped it from the slot, making it 2-0 at 
11:37. 

The penalty killers took care of a two-minute stretch while Austin Czarnik, 
who had an assist on Berggren's goal, sat for holding. The Wings' 
advantage grew at 16:07, when it was Gustav Lindstrom who fired a shot 
on net and Kubalik who was credited with the redirection, giving him his 
19th goal of the season. 

Chaotic middle 

The second period did not go well for the Wings. The Penguins pulled 
within two goals when Jason Zucker took advantage of chaos around the 
net to score 4:40 into the second period. Lindstrom took a tripping call at 
6:44, and Jake Walman was called for hooking Evgeni Malkin at 7:21, 
giving the Penguins two extra skaters for 1:23. Jake Guentzel needed 
only 27 seconds to convert. 

Then came more chaos. While the Penguins were still on a power play, 
the puck appeared to cross the goal line, but no call was made. Upon 
review, the NHL's Situation Room in Toronto informed officials that the 
puck completely crossed the goal line. The Wings then challenged 
goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic had been interfered with, but video review 
led officials to conclude no goaltender interference occurred before Jeff 
Carter's goal. That set off Lalonde, whose curse-filled tirade earned him 
an ejection. 

More patching 

Alex Chiasson was the latest forward sidelined by injury (joining Filip 
Zadina, Michael Rasmussen and Robby Fabbri), leading the Wings to 
call up Taro Hirose under emergency conditions. Hirose, 26, joined the 
Wings as an undrafted free agent out of Michigan State in 2019, had 
some early success, producing seven points his first 10 games and 
earning the nickname "Taco" courtesy of then-Wing Thomas Vanek. 
Hirose earns his living in the minors, but he's logged 57 career games in 
the NHL over the past four seasons. 
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On the back end, defenseman Simon Edvinsson was a healthy scratch. 
Lalonde called it a game-management decision; Edvinsson has played 
three, and can play six more without triggering the first year of his entry-
level contract. 

 

Detroit Free Press LOADED: 03.29.2023 

1212664 Detroit Red Wings 

 

Detroit Red Wings coach Derek Lalonde ejected from game after arguing 
a call 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   Detroit Free Press 

 

Detroit Red Wings head coach Derek Lalonde was ejected from 
Tuesday's game against the Pittsburgh Penguins after vehemently 
disagreeing with a call in the second period. 

The event unfolded at 8:41. The Penguins were on a power play, and it 
appeared Jeff Carter's shot crossed the goal line but there was no call 
made. Officials reviewed — and ruled the puck had crossed, making it 3-
3. 

The Wings challenged that Alex Nedeljkovic had been interfered with, 
which would have negated the call. But officials ruled there had not been 
interference prior to the puck crossing the goal line. 

That set off Lalonde, who could be seen arguing and using a four-letter 
word on the bench. 

Associate coach Bob Boughner was the ranking coach with Lalonde 
gone, with assistants Alex Tanguay and Jay Varady also on the bench. 
Boughner is a former NHL head coach, so he has familiarity with running 
a bench. 
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Detroit Red Wings defeat Pittsburgh Penguins, 7-4: Game thread replay 

 

KIRKLAND CRAWFORD   Detroit Free Press 

 

Detroit Red Wings (31-32-9) vs. Pittsburgh Penguins (36-27-10) 

When: 7 p.m. 

Where: Little Caesars Arena. 

TV: Bally Sports Detroit. 

Radio: WXYT-FM (97.1; other radio affiliates). 

Game notes from The Associated Press: The Red Wings are 17-15-4 in 
home games and have a minus-29 scoring differential, with 206 total 
goals scored and 235 given up. ... Pittsburgh is 16-16-5 in road games. 
The Penguins are 6-7-6 in games their opponents commit fewer 
penalties. ... Dominik Kubalik has scored 18 goals with 23 assists for the 
Red Wings. Alex Chiasson has five goals and two assists over the last 10 
games. ...Sidney Crosby has 31 goals and 54 assists for the Penguins. 
Jake Guentzel has scored seven goals and added four assists over the 
last 10 games. 
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Red Wings complete third period comeback without Lalonde, defeat 
Pens 7-4 

 

TED KULFAN   The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — Bob Boughner, the Red Wings' associate coach, walked into 
the media room after Tuesday's 7-4 victory over Pittsburgh and stated 
the obvious. 

Everyone, including Boughner, was a bit taken aback. 

"You guys are just as surprised as I am," said Boughner, handling the 
post-game media conference. "We couldn't find the keys for Newsy 
(Derek Lalonde). The cuffs are still on him in the back." 

The Wings got back into the win column Tuesday Lalonde wasn't around 
to see it. 

David Perron scored two late goals (three in the third period), a power 
play goal then at even strength 45 seconds later at 17 minutes 5 
seconds, completing a hat trick and helping send the Wings to a 7-4 
victory. 

Perron snapped the tie with a one-timer from the dot, breaking a 4-4 tie 
on the power play, at 16:20. 

Dylan Larkin capped the late barrage with an empty net goal, his 27th 
goal, with 37 seconds left in the game. 

But Lalonde wasn't around to see it. 

Lalonde was ejected in the second period for loudly, and with a wee bit of 
profanity judging from the video, arguing a goalie interference challenge 
that did not go the Wings' way. The goal, by Pittsburgh's Jeff Carter, tied 
the game 3-3, the Penguins' third goal in 4 minutes 1 second to erase a 
three-goal Wings' lead. 

"I was surprised," said Bougher of Lalonde getting ejected. "I was 
standing pretty close to him and Newsy is a very respectful guy and a 
well-liked guy, respected around the league, and he has a good rapport 
with all the referees and officials. I was a little surprised by it for sure. But 
a heat of the moment thing, and for whatever reason they made the 
decision to toss him. 

"But we knew we had to come together and it was nice to see the players 
respond." 

On Carter's goal, it appeared Penguins forward Bryan Rust 
(Troy/Birmingham Brother Rice) had his stick in the crease and may have 
pushed goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic's skate (with the puck underneath it) 
past the goal line. 

But the officials disagreed, putting the Penguins on another power play, 
though Pittsburgh didn't convert. 

And Lalonde, protesting and in disbelief, pressing to understand what 
goalie interference exactly is then, was tossed from the bench. 

"Newsy handled it well," Larkin said. "He got out of there and just gave it 
to the assistants and trusted them. It (ejection) was pretty harsh. I've 
seen much worse, that's all I have to say about that. I don't think he was 
deserving of being ejected. 

"But it kind of fired us up and got us going for sure." 
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Perron and Pittsburgh's Josh Archibald traded early third period goals to 
keep the game tied 4-4 before Perron added the two game-breaking 
goals. 

Perron had one goal in his last 13 games and none in the last nine 
games, one of many Wings in offensive slumps. But the timeliness of 
this, his ninth career hat trick, was crucial for the Wings in this game. 

"It's nice to contribute and help out," Perron said. "I haven't done it nearly 
enough recently, so it felt good." 

"DP with the hat trick, it was pretty cool. He's been grinding for that and a 
lot of guys are happy for him," Larkin said. 

Jonatan Berggren (power play), Andrew Copp and Dominik Kubalik had 
first period Wings goals, grabbing a 3-0 lead after 20 minutes. 

Nedeljkovic stopped 35 of 39 shots while making his second consecutive 
appearance since being recalled from Grand Rapids. 

"Great to see," Boughner said. "Even when they scored their fourth goal 
it didn't faze him. He just kept coming and made some great puck plays 
under pressure, helping the defense and even on the penalty kill cleared 
a few himself. He looked real poised." 

The Wings (32-32-9) won for only the fourth time in the last 16 games. 
Doing it against a Pittsburgh (36-28-10) team that is desperately clinging 
to the second and last wildcard spot in the East was a nice reward after a 
difficult few weeks. 

"After Newsy got thrown out the guys came together and played hard and 
inspired," Boughner said. "That team over there (Pittsburgh) is fighting for 
their lives and fighting for a playoff spot and they played hard. We 
matched their intensity and it was good to see." 

Larkin, the Wings' captain, feels games like Tuesday's can help the 
Wings' young roster going forward. 

"We want to be in that position they're (the Penguins) in right now, next 
year," Larkin said. "We let it go (being in playoff position), we were right 
there, but to play games like that is very meaningful for our young team." 
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Red Wings sign Carter Mazur to entry-level contract, assign him to 
Griffins 

 

TED KULFAN   The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — The next wave of Red Wings prospects is making their way 
toward the NHL. 

The Wings announced Tuesday the signing of forward Carter Mazur to a 
three-year entry-level contract beginning with the 2023-24 season. Mazur 
will report to the minor-league affiliate Grand Rapids Griffins on an 
amateur tryout for the remainder of this season. 

The Mazur signing comes one day after the signing of defenseman 
William Wallinder to a similar three-year entry-level contract, also 
beginning in 2023-24. Wallinder will also report to Grand Rapids on an 
amateur tryout and finish out this season with the Griffins. 

Having watched these prospects, and many others during last summer's 
development camp, coach Derek Lalonde is excited to see the former 
draft picks take the next step in their careers. 

"It's very important for the organization and for the players, too," Lalonde 
said. "Pro hockey is a lot different; no matter what they think they're 

getting into, it's going to be an experience. It's just part of the process. I'll 
be watching with curiosity, having seen these guys in development camp, 
and obviously having a connection with (University of) Denver (Mazur's 
school) and (coach) David Carle and watching them closely. I feel 
familiar with the players, and I'll be very curious, I'll be tuning in .... 
especially where we are and we're trying to build and grow as an 
organization." 

Mazur, 21, from Jackson, was a 2021 third-round draft pick (70th overall). 
Mazur recently completed his sophomore season at Denver, with a team-
leading 22 goals, 15 assists and 37 points in 40 games. 

Mazur (6-foot, 173-pounds) was named to the NCHC second all-star 
team after helping Denver to its second consecutive regular-season 
championship. Mazur was the conference's rookie of the year in 2021-22. 

Wallinder, 20, spent this past season playing for Rogle BK in the 
Swedish Hockey League. Wallinder (6-foot-4, 190-pounds) had seven 
goals and 19 assists for 26 points, in 50 games. The 26 points were tied 
for most by any skater age 22 or younger playing in Sweden's top pro 
league. 

Wallinder is a 2020 second-round draft pick (32nd overall) of the Wings. 

Both players are likely, said Lalonde, to have similar obstacles 
transitioning into North American pro hockey. 

"Obviously, the SHL is a pro league and you're playing against men, but 
just less time and space and the forecheck is right on top of you 
immediately," Lalonde said. "You just have to play a little more faster. 
(There) are different habits, your habits change, your attention to detail 
has to change, and it's a natural process. Everyone has to go through it, 
and I'm excited those guys will get their feet wet right now." 

Forward Marco Kasper, the Wings' first-round draft pick, is also expected 
to turn pro next week and arrive in Detroit next week, according to 
reports out of Sweden. Kasper already signed an entry-level contract in 
July. Kasper would also likely finish this season in Grand Rapids. 

Playing for both the junior and senior teams for Rogle, Kasper, 18, 
combined for 12 goals and 20 assists (32 points) in 62 games. 

Welcome back, Taro 

The Wings recalled forward Taro Hirose from Grand Rapids under 
emergency conditions, replacing Alex Chiasson (day-to-day, lower-body 
injury). 

Hirose, 26, had a team-leading 54 points (15 goals and team-leading 39 
assists) in Grand Rapids. 

"He's been their best player, by far," Lalonde said. "When we've had all 
these injuries and call-ups, there was a part of them (management) that 
wanted Taro to be the guy (recalled) because of his play. It came down 
to positionally, (Matt Luff being a bigger wing, and Austin Czarnik a 
center), so the timing is perfect. 

"It's warranted and it's time and it's great for him. I'm excited to see him. 
Hopefully, it gives us a spark." 

Hirose has played 57 games in the NHL since signing in 2019 as an 
undrafted free agent from Michigan State, with four goals and 16 assists 
(20 points). 

"It's always nice to get the call-up after a long season, and especially 
when you feel like you've earned it, which makes it that much better," 
Hirose said. 

The Wings organization has been pleased with the way Hirose has 
evolved into a veteran leader in Grand Rapids, giving younger prospects 
someone to emulate as they enter pro hockey. 

"Having been there for a couple of years now, it's just a natural step for 
me," Hirose said. "It's something I want to continue to get better at, and 
with some of the young players down there it's easy to try and help them 
and show them the ropes a little bit." 
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This obviously wasn't the first time Hirose has been recalled to the NHL, 
but it never gets old. 

"It's the NHL, and you're always excited, always a little nervous, no 
matter how many games you've played," Hirose said. "I'm just looking to 
come in here and doing my job and helping the team." 

Zadina missed three months after suffering a lower-body injury while 
blocking a shot, returning to action on January 4. But, Zadina has had 
lingering issues lately, and missed the last eight games. 

In total Zadina, 23, played 30 games with three goals and four assists 
(seven points), in another frustrating and disappointing season for the 
2018 first-round draft pick (sixth overall). 

"Of course, you're sensitive to it, there's pressure there and at the same 
time, you're not helping your body out through injury, but it's part of the 
process," Lalonde said of Zadina's injury-marred season. "I give him a lot 
of credit; he worked very hard to get back. 

"I don't think it's anything serious; it's just something underlying from that 
original injury and surgery, so it's something they need to take care of, 
and it makes sense to potentially miss some time here." 
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David Perron’s hat trick lifts Red Wings past Penguins after Derek 
Lalonde ejected 
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DETROIT – The Detroit Red Wings experienced a tremendous start, a 
disastrous second period and an exhilarating finish Tuesday, which 
coach Derek Lalonde wasn’t able to witness from the bench. 

David Perron’s second goal of the game, on the power play, with 3:40 
remaining in the third period snapped a tie. Perron then scored again for 
his ninth career hat trick and the Red Wings went on to defeat the 
Pittsburgh Penguins 7-4 at Little Caesars Arena. 

Lalonde was assessed a game misconduct and ejected at 8:41 of the 
second period, apparently for language directed at officials after his team 
had squandered a three-goal lead. 

Associate coach Bob Boughner and assistants Alex Tanguay and Jay 
Varady finished the game behind the bench. 

It’s the third time since 2018 a head coach has been tossed from a 
game. The others were San Jose’s David Quinn and Tampa Bay’s Jon 
Cooper. Ironically, when Cooper was ejected from a game last season, 
Lalonde, an assistant with the Lightning, took over, and that also was 
against the Penguins. 

Alex Nedeljkovic, making back-to-back starts for the first time this 
season, made 35 saves for the win. The Red Wings improved to 32-32-9. 
The Penguins, battling for a wild-card playoff spot, dropped to 36-28-10. 

Perron whipped in a shot from the face-off circle at 4:05 of the third to 
snap a 3-3 tie. But the Penguins responded at 5:26 when Josh Archibald 
scored on a wraparound, catching Nedeljkovic looking the other way. 

Perron answered, on the power play, by scoring from a sharp angle at 
16:20. He added an insurance goal on a backhand flip past Casey 
DeSmith just 45 seconds later. 

Jonatan Berggren, Andrew Copp, Dominik Kubalik and Dylan Larkin 
(empty net) also scored for the Red Wings. Larkin had two assists, giving 
him 71 points, two short of his career high from 2018-19. 

Moritz Seider had a huge game, logging 26:25 in ice time and chipping in 
a pair of assists. Pius Suter also had two assists. 

The Penguins scored three goals in a span of 4:01 in the first half of a 
disastrous second period for the Red Wings and tied it 3-3. 

Jason Zucker scored at 4:40, capitalizing on a defensive breakdown as 
too many Red Wings stood around and watched the play. 

With Gustav Lindstrom off for tripping, Jake Walman was called for 
slashing, putting the Penguins on a five-on-three power play. 

Jake Guentzel converted at 7:46. The Penguins, still on a five-on-four 
power play, then tied it at 8:41 on a goal by Jeff Carter. 

It took a video review to confirm that the puck crossed the line on that 
goal. The Red Wings then issued an unsuccessful goalie interference 
challenging, leaving them shorthanded again. 

That’s when Lalonde went off on the bench in animated fashion, waving 
his hands and yelling at referees. 

The Red Wings couldn’t have asked for a much better start, scoring three 
times on 10 shots to lead 3-0 at the first intermission. 

Berggren scored with one second left on a power play at 11:03. It was his 
first goal in 12 games and 13th of the season. Joe Veleno ended a 20-
game points drought by drawing one of the assists. 

Copp quickly made it 2-0 at 11:37 with a net-front tip of Seider’s shot. It 
was his ninth goal. 

Kubalik was credited with his 19th goal at 16:07, when he was parked at 
the net front and Lindstrom’s shot deflected in off his stick. 
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Young Red Wings forwards dealing with rigors of NHL 
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DETROIT – Several young forwards are experiencing the rigors of the 
NHL, struggling for offense as the season winds down. 

It’s one of the reasons the Detroit Red Wings are having difficulty 
scoring. 

The Red Wings (31-32-9) have managed only 29 goals in their past 15 
games (3-11-1) heading into tonight’s matchup with the Pittsburgh 
Penguins at Little Caesars Arena (7 p.m., Bally Sports Detroit). 

Jonatan Berggren has gone 11 games without a goal (one assist) and 
has just two points (goal, assist) in 18 games. 

Lucas Raymond has one goal and six assists in 19 games. 

Filip Zadina has three points (goal, two assists) in 14 games. 

Joe Veleno has gone 20 games without a point and has just one assist in 
23 games. 
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The rookie Berggren got off to a good start after being promoted from 
Grand Rapids in November with seven goals and 16 points in his first 27 
games. 

“That adrenaline maybe has worn off,” coach Derek Lalonde said. “It’s a 
hard league this time of year, too. People are fighting for position. The 
league ramps up a little at the end of the year, so I think it’s a good 
experience for him to fight through.” 

Berggren admits it has been difficult. 

“I have a high standard for me, so when I don’t produce like I want, like I 
feel I can, of course the confidence gets a little bumpy,” he said. “Every 
hockey player has ups and downs. I know what’s working, so I need to 
just continue to do that. Like I said, when I get one, I’ll probably get 
more.” 

He doesn’t believe it’s a case of opponents being more aware of him. 

“I’m an offensive player and I want to contribute with offensive hockey,” 
Berggren said. “Last game (3-0 loss at Philadelphia) is kind of like what it 
is right now for me. It bounces a little bit bad for me. But what can you 
do? Just work hard and hope for when I get one it’s continuous.” 

Raymond has experienced a streaky second season. He has remained 
on Dylan Larkin’s line through much of it but practiced Monday with 
Andrew Copp and Pius Suter. 

“You’ve seen at times the tools and the compete. I still think he’s learning 
that,” Lalonde said. “We’re trying to play the right way, holding everyone 
accountable and not cheating, being on the right side of the puck. He’s in 
the middle of the process and it’s going good.” 

That said, Raymond is getting chances. 

“I’d like to see more finish because he has been around those chances,” 
Lalonde said. “I still think he’s learning how to compete every day. You 
can see when his compete is at a very high level he’s a great player. All 
the tools are there.” 

Raymond turned 21 today. 

“I forget how young he is at times and how much we ask of him,” Lalonde 
said. “He’s been thrown into this league in a top-six role, he faces the 
other team’s top line, top D pair every night. I think he’s going to be a 
really good player going forward because of it.” 

Hirose recalled from Griffins 

Forward Taro Hirose was recalled today from Grand Rapids under 
emergency conditions because Zadina (lower-body injury) and Alex 
Chiasson are out tonight. 

Hirose leads the Griffins with 39 assists and 54 points and is second with 
15 goals. He has four goals and 20 points in 57 games with the Red 
Wings over parts of four seasons. 
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How to Watch the Pittsburgh Penguins vs. Detroit Red Wings - NHL 
(3/28/23) | Channel, Stream, Preview 
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DETROIT - A disappointing loss over the weekend left a sour taste in the 
mouth of the Detroit Red Wings, as their playoff hopes continue to wither 

away. With just 10 games left in the regular season, a win over the 
Pittsburgh Penguins could give them some light on what has been a dark 
season. 

The Red Wings have been unable to perform when it has mattered most. 
Since the going has gotten tough, Detroit has stumbled, and fallen down 
the Eastern Conference standings, and is far out of playoff contention. In 
their most recent loss, the Wings were unable to score on the lowly 
Philadelphia Flyers, losing 3-0 this past Saturday. Detroit now trails the 
Wild Card picture by 11 points coming into Tuesday night, having lost five 
of their last six games. 

The team the Wings are trailing is the Penguins, who are hanging on to 
the second Wild Card spot by just three points, with the Florida Panthers 
nipping at their heels. Pittsburgh picked up a huge win over their rivals, 
the Washington Capitals, on Saturday. The Pens need more wins like 
that if they want to keep their 16-year postseason streak intact, especially 
since they dropped five of their last seven games. 

This will be the second of three meetings between the two teams, with 
Detroit picking up an overtime win over the Pens back in late December. 
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Red Wings sign Carter Mazur to entry-level contract: How does forward 
project long term? 

 

Max Bultman 

3-4 minutes 28/03/2023 

 

The Red Wings have signed forward Carter Mazur to a three-year entry-
level contract, the team announced Tuesday. Here’s what you need to 
know: 

Mazur just wrapped up his sophomore season at the University of 
Denver, where he had 37 points in 40 games this season and was fifth in 
college hockey with 22 goals. 

The contract will begin in 2023-24, preserving all three years of the ELC, 
but Mazur will report to Grand Rapids for the rest of this season on an 
amateur tryout. 

Mazur was a third-round pick by the Red Wings in 2021, and quickly 
became one of the franchise’s breakout prospects. After an excellent 
freshman season for the Pioneers, he led Team USA with five goals in 
five games at the 2022 World Juniors. 

UPDATE: The #RedWings today signed left wing Carter Mazur to a 
three-year entry-level contract beginning with the 2023-24 season. 

The Athletic’s instant analysis: 

Where could Mazur play next season? 

He will play in Grand Rapids this spring, but after two highly-productive 
college seasons, Mazur should enter training camp this fall with at least a 
chance at making the Red Wings next season. He’s 21 years old as of 
today (what a birthday present!), and in addition to his scoring touch, 
Mazur plays a hard-nosed game that should translate well to the NHL in 
time. 

The question is whether Detroit will opt to give him some prolonged time 
in the AHL first, as they have done with most prospects under general 
manager Steve Yzerman. Ultimately, it will come down to his play in 
training camp and the preseason, but how he looks down the stretch this 
season could give the Red Wings something to think about, too. 
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How does Mazur project long term? 

With his blend of scoring ability and physicality, Mazur projects as a real 
piece of the future for Detroit, which could use more of both of those 
elements. In his most recent Under-23 player ranking, Corey Pronman 
projected Mazur on the bubble of a top- and middle-of-the-lineup player, 
and at No. 69 overall — just four spots back of 2022 Red Wings first-
round pick Marco Kasper. Mazur has shown an ability to score with both 
his shot and around the net since being drafted, which should make him 
a versatile winger capable of playing up and down the lineup as needed. 
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Goaltender Primeau, NHL debut of forward Farrell, not enough to carry 
Canadiens past Flyers 
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It wasn’t the fairytale ending Cayden Primeau had hoped for. Or Sean 
Farrell, for that matter. 

Primeau, the 23-year-old Montreal goaltender, started an NHL game for 
the first time since Feb. 10, 2022. While he was solid, stopping 24 of 26 
shots, it wasn’t enough as the Canadiens were edged 3-2 by the 
Philadelphia Flyers Tuesday night at Wells Fargo Center. 

Farrell, the 21-year-old rookie left-winger signed last Sunday following an 
impressive collegiate career at Harvard, was provided with a recipe for 
success in his NHL debut, playing on the Canadiens’ second line, with 
Jonathan Drouin, celebrating his 28th birthday, and Denis Gurianov. 

But Farrell was a non-factor, failing to register a shot in slightly more than 
13 minutes of ice time. 

Sean Farrell #57 of the Montreal Canadiens controls the puck against 
Kevin Hayes #13 of the Philadelphia Flyers in the first period at the Wells 
Fargo Center on March 28, 2023 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

“Obviously I was really excited,” Farrell told reporters in Philadelphia 
following the game. “It’s a dream come true for me to play in the NHL. It 
was an awesome experience to be around the guys today. To be able to 
suit up with them was amazing. My family and some of my friends were 
able to come out. It’s really special to be able to share that moment with 
them.” 

Farrell, selected in the fourth round (124th overall) in 2020, scored 20 
goals and 53 points in 34 games at Harvard this season but, at 5-foot-9 
and 175 pounds, will require time to become adjusted to the pace, speed 
and physical play at the pro level. 

“I think the biggest thing is probably the speed right away,” he said. “It’s 
about keeping things simple and not rushing things. I think I settled in in 
the latter half of the game. It was good to get my feet wet tonight, but I 
can definitely play a lot better. The coaches and guys helped me out a 
ton.” 

Morgan Frost paced the Flyers with two goals, his 15th and 16th this 
season. The latter, at 17:45 of the third period, figured to be the winner, 
especially coming before Owen Tippett scored into an empty net, 29 
seconds later. 

But Rafaël Harvey-Pinard made things interesting by scoring his 13th 
goal this season — and fourth in three games — with Primeau derricked 
for an extra attacker, at 19:37. But that was as close as the visitors came 

as the Canadiens, playing their third game in four nights, saw their 
modest two-game winning streak end. 

Brendan Gallagher produced Montreal’s opening goal at 9:39 of the 
second period after Frost opened the scoring nearly four minutes into the 
frame. It was Gallagher’s third goal in three games, and the 201st of his 
career. 

While Philadelphia (29-32-12) will miss the playoffs for the seventh time 
in 11 seasons, it nonetheless concluded a successful seven-game 
homestand against Montreal. The Flyers won their fourth consecutive 
game, ending this stretch with a 5-1-1 record. The Canadiens are now 
30-39-6. 

The Canadiens failed to take advantage of Philadelphia goalie and 
surprise starter Felix Sandstrom, who won for only the second time in 15 
games this season. Sandstrom was making only his 19th career start and 
won for the first time since Nov. 8. 

Montreal Canadiens goaltender Cayden Primeau (30) pokes the puck 
away from Philadelphia Flyers left wing Noah Cates (49) during the 
second period at Wells Fargo Center in Philadelphia on Tuesday, March 
28, 2023. 

Primeau has spent the majority of this season in the AHL, with Laval, 
posting a 14-14-7 record, 3.13 average and .906 save percentage. He 
has been used extensively of late by the Rocket, making a push for the 
final playoff berth in the North Division, and was rewarded for his stellar 
play, joining the Canadiens from a road trip in Winnipeg, flying directly to 
Philadelphia on Monday while the Canadiens were playing in Buffalo. 

Raised in Voorhees, N.J., the site of the Flyers’ practice facility, it would 
have been a dream come true for Primeau to defeat Philadelphia for the 
second time in his career. And he tried valiantly. Head coach Martin St. 
Louis said Primeau played an excellent game — a sentiment shared by 
many of his teammates. 

“He was outstanding,” Gallagher said. “He was our best player tonight. 
Obviously this game means a lot to him, playing in this building. He 
definitely did everything he could to give us a chance to win.” 

Given the lack of experience in both nets, many were expecting a free-
wheeling, high-scoring game. Instead, it was a tight-checking, plodding 
affair with frequent whistles, little pace or flow. At least the teams played 
quickly, going nearly 10 minutes without a whistle in the third period. 

“We just didn’t have that jump we needed to create a little bit more,” 
Gallagher said. “There were just so many whistles. It was tough to get 
into the flow of things. The game lacked a little flow.” 

The Canadiens begin a four-game homestand Thursday night, against 
Florida. 
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Rafaël Harvey-Pinard's success with Canadiens no surprise to former 
coach 
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Before Rafaël Harvey-Pinard became the darling of Montreal hockey 
fans, he skated alone on a rink in the fall of 2020 with Laval Rocket head 
coach Joël Bouchard, or one of his assistants, waiting for a break in the 
pandemic so the AHL season could begin. 
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“You know how much I like him and how much I believed in him from his 
junior days,” Bouchard told the Montreal Gazette. “A lot of people were 
waiting but weren’t creative. We were creative.” 

Last Saturday, while Harvey-Pinard was scoring the first hat trick of his 
NHL career — in the second period against Columbus at the Bell Centre 
— Bouchard, now an analyst for TVA Sports, was watching across town 
in a studio, undoubtedly quietly cheering inside for the 5-foot-9, 181-
pound rookie. 

Bouchard coached Harvey-Pinard for one season with the Rocket, but 
saw him play from the time he was a 16-year-old junior with Rouyn-
Noranda, and then Chicoutimi. And it was Bouchard who pushed the 
Canadiens to draft him in the seventh round — 201st overall — in 2019. 
It was also Bouchard who, when the AHL season finally began in 
February 2021, put Harvey-Pinard on the Rocket’s first line. 

“The reason why he has success,” Bouchard explained, “his ratio 
between decisions and actions, of managing it is so high. It takes over 
everything else in the game. Everything you have to do as a player — 
decisions, engagement and habits — is so high. Obviously, he has a 
positive impact on the game. 

“When you look at it from the outside … he’s not that big. He’s not a 
beautiful skater. He’s just very effective and doesn’t let you push him 
aside. Even when he has a bad game, he’s still not terrible. It’s not like 
you have to bench him. He has all the intangibles — habits, work ethic, 
engagement and awareness. He’s comfortable in uncomfortable 
situations, in the areas of the game a lot of guys aren’t.” 

Recalled by the Canadiens in mid-January due to injuries, the 24-year-
old had scored 12 goals and 17 points heading into Tuesday night’s 
game at Philadelphia. And it didn’t take Harvey-Pinard long to make an 
impact. He scored in his third game, against Toronto, and produced five 
goals in his first seven games. 

The Saguenay native compensates for his lack of size with feistiness, 
intensity and hockey sense. He produced offensively in junior, was the 
captain of a Memorial Cup team and, in 2019-20, was the QMJHL’s 
scholastic player of the year. 

“He’s smart in the process and can analyze,” Bouchard said. “He’s so 
smart that he manages everything the right way. He’s successful around 
the wall, around the net, under pressure, in tight areas where he needs to 
play very quick in his head and make a decision, an assessment. He’s 
very quick figuring it out and making the right decision.” 

While Harvey-Pinard seized his opportunity and took advantage of 
injuries, Bouchard believes it was only a matter of time before he’d make 
the jump to the NHL. And now, there’s no turning back. 

“Yes there were injuries,” Bouchard said. “Yes he got lucky. Even if not 
as many, he still would have made it; there’s no doubt in my mind. It was 
only a matter of time. I’d like to believe and hope the Canadiens knew 
that. They had to have known and had him pegged in somewhere down 
the road. Maybe the injuries gave them (the opening) they were waiting 
for. 

“I’m not concerned about him long-term. He has all the tools.” 

Bouchard left the Canadiens organization to coach the San Diego Gulls 
— Anaheim’s AHL affiliate — last season only to be fired at the end of 
the year. Bouchard, on a two-year contract, is still being compensated by 
the Ducks and might explore coaching opportunities this summer. He’s 
also a part-owner of the junior Blainville-Boisbriand franchise with new 
Alouettes owner Pierre Karl Péladeau. 
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March 28, 2023: Canadiens at Flyers — five things you should know 
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Primeau gets start: Cayden Primeau will start in goal for the Canadiens 
after getting called up from the AHL’s Laval Rocket on Monday. Primeau 
has played one game in the NHL this season, replacing Samuel 
Montembeault for the third period of a 6-2 loss to the Florida Panthers at 
the Bell Centre on Jan. 19. Primeau stopped six of the seven shots he 
faced. Last season, Primeau played 12 games with the Canadiens, 
posting a 1-7-1 record with a 4.62 goals-against average and an .868 
save percentage. With the Rocket this season, Primeau has a 14-14-6 
record with a 3.13 GAA and a .906 save percentage. Forward Sean 
Farrell, who signed an NHL entry-level contract with the Canadiens on 
Sunday, will make his NHL debut against the Flyers. The Canadiens 
selected Farrell in the fourth round (124th overall) of the 2020 NHL draft. 
In 34 games this season at Harvard University, the 21-year-old had 20-
33-53 totals. Kirby Dach will not be in the lineup because of an upper-
body injury. 

Gally goals: Brendan Gallagher scored for the second straight game in 
the Canadiens’ 4-3 shootout win over the Sabres Monday night in 
Buffalo. In the four games he has played since missing 32 games with a 
lower-body injury, Gallagher has 2-1-3 totals, giving him 6-6-12 totals in 
29 games this season. Gallagher’s goal against the Sabres was the 
200th of his NHL career. The Canadiens selected Gallagher in the fifth 
round (147th overall) of the 2010 NHL draft. Only eight players selected 
at that year’s draft have scored 200 goals. 

Another goal for Belzile: Alex Belzile scored a beautiful goal against the 
Sabres, first faking a slapshot while breaking down the right wing before 
beating goalie Eric Comrie high to the short side for his second goal in 
two games. Belzile has five goals in the last 12 games and has 6-8-14 
totals in 28 games since getting called up from Laval. 

Matheson’s streak continues: Defenceman Mike Matheson picked up an 
assist against the Sabres, extending his point streak to four games with 
1-5-6 totals over that span. Matheson also logged a team-high 29:05 of 
ice time against the Sabres. In 23 games since the all-star break, 
Matheson has 7-14-21 totals. Jonathan Drouin picked up an assist 
against the Sabres, giving him 26 assists on the season to rank second 
on the Canadiens behind captain Nick Suzuki, who has 38. Drouin 
missed 24 games this season because of injuries, while Suzuki is the 
only Canadien to play in all 74 games so far. Suzuki was the only 
Canadien to play in all 82 games last season. 

No postseason: While the Canadiens will miss the playoffs for the second 
straight season, this will be the third straight year that there is no 
postseason hockey in Philadelphia. When the Flyers hired John 
Tortorella as their new head coach last summer he said the biggest 
things that had to change were the culture and standard of what is 
acceptable on and off the ice. This will be the seventh time in 11 seasons 
that the Flyers miss the playoffs. The Flyers haven’t won the Stanley Cup 
since the old Broad Street Bullies won back-to-back championships in 
1974 and 1975. Travis Konecny leads the Flyers in scoring with 27-27-54 
totals, followed by Kevin Hayes (17-34-51) and Scott Laughton (18-23-
41). Former Canadien Nicolas Deslauriers leads the NHL in penalty 
minutes (111) and is tied for the lead in fights (11). 
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Sean Farrell’s NHL debut opened an awkward window into how 
Canadiens make decisions 
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The contrast was quite striking. 

One night, Martin St. Louis was sending his role players out for a 
shootout in Buffalo, an extra point the Sabres needed desperately to stay 
in the playoff chase. St. Louis didn’t decide to send Johnathan Kovacevic 
and Michael Pezzetta out as his fifth and sixth shooters simply for the 
novelty of it — the Canadiens regularly do shootouts at the end of 
practice and each of them has repeatedly demonstrated an ability to 
score in that situation. 

But the residual effect of those decisions is something St. Louis holds 
extremely dear, a word he uses repeatedly, and something he has 
emphasized as a priority as the Canadiens complete this lost season. 

It contributed to culture. 

St. Louis mentioned after the win in Buffalo on Monday how the bench lit 
up when Kovacevic was sent over the boards. The guys were fired up, 
and then one shooter later, Pezzetta had the experience of a lifetime. 
These are the types of guys teammates like to see get rewarded, and 
that’s part of culture. 

As the Canadiens were preparing to play that game in Buffalo on 
Monday, Cayden Primeau and Sean Farrell were each arriving in 
Philadelphia to await the Canadiens, each preparing to play the next 
night against the Flyers. Farrell was in his hotel room watching the 
Canadiens play in Buffalo, watching Brendan Gallagher score his 200th 
career goal, and knowing he would be playing next to him. 

“I kind of figured I would be playing,” Farrell said after facing the Flyers 
on Tuesday. “That’s what I was hearing.” 

The one who seemingly hadn’t heard that Farrell would be playing, at 
least not at that point, was St. Louis, the guy who was putting his role 
guys in the shootout as Farrell watched in his hotel room, the guy who 
had to tell Chris Tierney he wouldn’t be playing because Farrell, not 
having practiced once with the Canadiens, would be playing. (It turned 
out that Tierney did play, once it was determined Kirby Dach had an 
upper-body injury an hour before the game, which is a whole other story.) 

When St. Louis met with the media a little less than two hours before the 
game against the Flyers and was asked what made him feel ready Farrell 
was ready to play, he did not hold back. 

“That’s a question for Kent,” St. Louis said. 

He was asked again, and the answer was the same. 

Kent, of course, is general manager Kent Hughes, the inference being 
that Farrell playing that game was a management decision, when the 
lineup is clearly a coach’s responsibility. The fact that Primeau was 
starting in his hometown, in the rink in which he watched his dad, Keith, 
play, was also likely a management decision, but one St. Louis at least 
appeared to be on board with, one he was informed of beforehand and 
one he felt comfortable explaining publicly. The Farrell decision was 
clearly different. 

It’s not as if we don’t have a precedent to work off of here, and it’s one 
that reflects St. Louis’ ardent belief that you should not give young 
players too much, too soon. Not to give them too big a bite to chew. Last 
season, Jordan Harris joined the team in South Florida on March 28 after 
his season ended at Northeastern University. He did not play the 
following night against the Panthers and didn’t even play two nights later 
in Raleigh. Harris had his NHL debut April 2 in Tampa, after spending 
five days with the team and the coaching staff, slowly absorbing 
information to prepare for that game. 

One of the things St. Louis has repeated in recent weeks is an analogy 
he has made with marathon runners as they approach the end, and how 
impressed he is to see them dig deep, find a little extra energy and sprint 
through the finish line as opposed to coasting through. It is something he 
wants to see the Canadiens do, sprint through the end of the season 
even though they know they won’t win the race. 

It is what he has sold to his players. It is a way to build culture. Because 
building that culture is St. Louis’ responsibility, it his mandate, his sphere 
of influence. And he clearly felt that was undermined Tuesday in 
Philadelphia. 

So, does it matter? 

Farrell had a night he will remember forever; as he took his solo rookie 
lap in warmup, he had friends along the glass cheering him on, and his 
family was in the building. 

Primeau had an excellent game and gave the Canadiens a chance to 
win. No harm was really done. 

But protocol was clearly violated to some extent. St. Louis has sold his 
team on a vision of how he wants the Canadiens to approach the end of 
the season, and putting in a college rookie without even a practice to 
acclimatize himself to the environment, and literally flying in an AHL 
goalie to play one game before flying him back to the AHL after the 
game, doesn’t necessarily jive with that vision. 

And then there’s the elephant in the room, which is how important it could 
be seen as being for the Canadiens to lose that game in Philadelphia, 
which they did, 3-2. 

A Canadiens win would have put them in a tie with the Flyers in the 
overall standings with 68 points. Instead, the Canadiens are four points 
behind the Flyers, with Philadelphia holding two games in hand. There is 
very little doubt that Canadiens management would like to have the 
highest pick possible in the upcoming draft, not to mention the best 
chances possible to draft Connor Bedard first overall. 

But St. Louis and the players don’t want to hear anything about that. 
They are in the trenches battling day by day, and the notion that losses 
are more valuable than wins is the antithesis of how they see things. I’m 
not saying Canadiens management insisted on starting Primeau and 
playing Farrell in this game to create conditions for losing. I don’t think 
they would do that, and managing prospects is part of their job. 

What I am saying is it would not be hard to look at the circumstances and 
think that was what they were doing, and I’m not referring to the media or 
fans. I’m referring to the players and coaches. And that can be 
dangerous. 

When your coach is putting such an emphasis on building culture, and 
sprinting through the finish line, there is a certain trust he needs to have 
that management has his back in that process. 

I don’t know this to be the case, but when St. Louis refers a lineup 
question to Hughes, it at least gives the impression that trust was 
somewhat compromised. 
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There could be an NHL playoff party in the tri-state area. 

The Devils clinched a playoff spot on Friday for the first time in five years 
after the Rangers defeated the Panthers in regulation. 

And Monday, after Florida lost to the Senators in regulation and the 
Sabres were defeated by the Canadiens, the Rangers punched their 
postseason ticket for the second straight year. 

Beating the Devils on Monday night, in addition to the Panthers’ loss, set 
the Islanders up for a playoff berth of their own — if they’re able to finish 
their final seven regular-season games strong. 

As long as the Islanders don’t collapse, there’s a solid chance all three 
tri-state teams will be in the Stanley Cup playoffs for the first time since 
2007. 

“I don’t really care about the other two, but as long as we’re there,” 
Rangers head coach Gerard Gallant joked after practice on Monday. 

“I think it’s great. The biggest thing that coaches look at is whoever is 
going to be on those spots, they’re all going to be good hockey teams. 
Years ago you used to pick one in 16 or one in eight and say, ‘Well, we 
know who’s going to win that series.’ That doesn’t happen anymore. We 
just played Carolina back-to-back games, they’re first place in our 
division and they were two good hockey games. They were two one-goal 
games and battles. 

“You go play — well, we haven’t played the Islanders in a long time, but I 
think they beat us two out of the three games and they were battles. No 
matter what team you’re going to play, it’s going to be a battle. Right 
now, it looks like we’re going to play New Jersey right now. It’s a 35-
minute bus ride there and it would be interesting and a lot of fun. Again, I 
don’t really care who we play, it’s going to be a tough series no matter 
who you play.” 

It would be just the fourth time the Rangers, Devils and Islanders made 
the playoffs in the same season. 

The Rangers, after their 6-2 win over the Blue Jackets on Tuesday night 
at the Garden, are now just two points behind the Devils in third place in 
the Metropolitan Division standings. The Rangers and Devils will battle 
for the No. 2 spot in the division on Thursday night in Newark. 

As it stands, the Rangers and Devils are primed to meet in Round 1 of 
the playoffs. The question now is: Who will have home-ice advantage? 

The Islanders are in the first wild-card spot in the Eastern Conference 
with 85 points, which would set them up for a date with the Hurricanes in 
the first round. 

The Penguins lost to the Red Wings on Tuesday night, so they are still 
three points behind the Islanders. 

All three local teams beefed up at the trade deadline. And all three teams 
are better for it. 

The Islanders were the first to make a move when they snagged top 
center Bo Horvat before acquiring Pierre Engvall. 

Horvat has provided more than his 6-5-11 stat line in 23 games suggests, 
and the 27-year-old snapped an 11-game scoreless streak against the 
Devils. 

Vladimir Tarasenko and Patrick Kane came to the Rangers, who are 
stacking wins with their bolstered lineup, but still don’t seem close to their 
full potential. 

While fourth-line re-addition Tyler Motte has three goals and three 
assists, Kane has chipped in one more in each category and Tarasenko 
has five goals and nine assists in 22 games. 

The Devils landed Timo Meier on Feb. 26. The Swiss forward has four 
goals and two assists in 13 contests since. 

It has been a while since all three local teams were contending for the 
Stanley Cup at the same time. This could be one heck of a postseason. 
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WASHINGTON — The differences between the Islanders’ and Maple 
Leafs’ systems are subtle, but important enough to matter. 

They’re just big enough that it takes time for a player to shift from one to 
the other, and fans are just impatient enough that such time tends to 
matter. 

“We just play a little bit more of a defensive style where we try and be as 
responsible as possible,” Islanders coach Lane Lambert said. 

“There’s always little changes and little things, whether it be things off of 
faceoffs or whatever it might be, how we cover off of faceoffs and things 
like that. They’re just very subtle things that have to be figured out.” 

Pierre Engvall, though, seems to be past that learning period. 

Acquired by the Islanders from Toronto a few days prior to the trade 
deadline at the cost of a 2024 third-round pick, Engvall had an 
underwhelming first week with his new team, then quickly worked past it. 

Monday night might have been his best game since the trade: not only 
did Engvall score a first-period goal, but also he impacted every area of 
the ice with a blend of speed and physicality. 

Chances are Engvall will only be on Long Island for the short haul. 

It’s not impossible for the Islanders to re-sign him as an unrestricted free 
agent this summer, but he likely will end up being a rental. 

If he plays as he did Monday for the rest for the season, however, it will 
be well worth it. 

“Last few games here, I’ve been feeling good,” Engvall said. “I gotta 
thank my teammates, taking care of me and help me a lot on and off the 
ice. Feels pretty good.” 

The second line of Engvall, Brock Nelson and Kyle Palmieri accounted 
for all three goals the Islanders scored before the Devils pulled their 
goaltender in an eventual 5-1 win on Monday. 

The underlying numbers backed up the eye test. 

The second line finished the game with an 11-4 shot margin and 77.45 
expected goals percentage, per Natural Stat Trick. 

Harping on lines that are subject to change on a whim is a dangerous 
game. But that trio looks to be one Lambert will keep intact for the 
playoffs — if the Islanders can seal up a berth over the final eight games 
of the regular season. 

“I think we have that chemistry together,” Engvall said. “I think we find 
each other and work really hard and it’s just fun to play with them.” 

The Islanders’ magic number over both Florida and Buffalo is 11. None of 
the teams played Tuesday, but the Panthers will be in action against the 
Maple Leafs on Wednesday. 
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WASHINGTON — Lane Lambert wouldn’t take the bait. 

“Well, I know it’s cliché …” the Islanders coach started to say, before 
delving into a spiel about only looking to the next game that was, indeed, 
cliché. 

That was Monday night, after the combination of an Islanders win and a 
Panthers loss put six points between Lambert’s team and the playoff 
cutline with seven games left in their season. Florida will play eight more 
times, and the Sabres (eight points behind), will play nine more times, so 
both of the other contenders have some hope. 

The Islanders, though, are at the point at which it would take a stunning 
collapse to avoid returning to the playoffs after falling short last season. 

As they embark on a three-game trip that begins Wednesday at 
Washington and includes games against Tampa Bay and Carolina, the 
Islanders can afford to be less than perfect for the first time in a long 
time. Clinching the playoffs on this trip is unlikely, but not impossible, if 
the Islanders run the table and get help from Florida and Buffalo. 

More plausible, though, is a scenario the Islanders might even prefer: 
clinching on home ice. They will play three of their last four games at 
UBS Arena. Anything is possible, though, if they can replicate the effort 
they put in during their 5-1 win over the Devils on Monday. 

Isles 

It was natural following a highly physical game in which space was at a 
premium to wonder whether the match felt like a playoff game. And it was 
a little surprising when Pierre Engvall, a veteran of heartbreaking first-
round losses with the Maple Leafs, answered: “Honestly, no, I don’t think 
so. 

“It’s way more physical in a playoff game,” Engvall said. “But still, it’s a 
hard game. We did a good job. I think if we keep doing what we did 
today, we’re gonna be really hard [to beat].” 

Even so, the Islanders imposed themselves physically against the Devils, 
with the official hit count reading 24-13. Take the number itself with a 
grain of salt, but the nearly 2:1 ratio was reflective of the run of play. 

It was reminiscent of how the Islanders played during their recent playoff 
runs, raising speculation they just might catch lightning in a bottle yet 
again. 

“Physicality, it’s a part of our game,” Lambert said, “it’s part of our game 
every night we possibly can, and I thought that [Monday] more so than 
the last game, we established our forecheck a little better. That led to 
some more physicality.” 

Now they’ll need to replicate that effort. 

“Headed on the road for some tough games, it’s something we can build 
on momentum-wise and we know what it’s gonna take to be successful,” 
Kyle Palmieri said after scoring twice and notching an assist versus the 
Devils. “We’re going up against three good teams the rest of the week. 
It’s gonna be exciting for us.” 

The Islanders have struggled against this particular trio of opponents this 
season. They lost twice at home to the Capitals including blowing a 3-0 
lead to fall in overtime in the middle of January. They also were blown 
out twice at home by the Hurricanes after an early-season win at 

Carolina, and lost their only match so far against the Lightning, in 
October. 

NHL 

The game in Raleigh, N.C., on Sunday, which will be played on a 23-hour 
turnaround, could be a preview of a first-round playoff series. Carolina 
likely will face the first wild-card team, the spot the Islanders currently 
occupy. 

Not that anyone in their dressing room would dare look that far ahead. 
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WASHINGTON — Lane Lambert wasn’t taking the bait. 

His Islanders certainly looked playoff-ready in their last outing with their 
physicality, forechecking and structure in the defensive and neutral 
zones. But the coach wasn’t going to make any bigger extrapolations 
heading into a tough, three-game road trip that opens against the 
Capitals on Wednesday night. 

The Islanders (38-28-9), with seven games remaining, gave themselves 
a little cushion for the Eastern Conference’s first wild-card spot with 
Monday night’s 5-1 win over the playoff-bound Devils at UBS Arena. 

“Well, I know it’s cliché, but we really just have to look at the next game 
and just keep playing each game as it is and focusing on our next 
opponent,” said Lambert when asked about the Islanders’ confidence in 
relation to the standings. “That’s all we can do.” 

The Islanders also face the three-time conference champion Lightning on 
Saturday and the Metropolitan Division-leading Hurricanes on Sunday. 

“At home, we wanted to take care of business,” said Kyle Palmieri, who 
had two goals and an assist against the Devils to give him five goals and 
five assists over his last six games. 

“Headed on the road for some tough games, it’s something we can build 
on, momentum-wise. We know what it’s going to take to be successful. 
We’re going up against three more good teams the rest of the week.” 

The Islanders’ playoff chase was able to withstand Friday’s 5-4 road 
overtime loss to the Blue Jackets and Saturday’s 2-0 defeat to the visiting 
Sabres because the Panthers have lost four straight in their “attempt” to 
knock either the Islanders or Penguins out of a wild-card spot. They are 
six points behind the Islanders with one game in hand. 

The Islanders are also benefiting from playing better against stronger 
opponents as they are 9-3-0 since Jan. 27 against teams currently 
holding a playoff spot. 

Of course, the opposite is also true: The Islanders would be much closer 
to clinching a playoff spot with a better record against non-playoff 
opponents. 

But the Islanders’ physical performance against the Devils was a 
template for how they must play against the speedier teams they could 
face in the postseason, such as the Hurricanes. That would be the likely 
first-round matchup if the Islanders hold on to the first wild-card spot. 
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“In contrast to the way it went against Buffalo, I thought our puck 
movement was a lot better through the neutral zone,” said Zach Parise, 
who capped the scoring against the Devils with a shorthanded empty-
netter. “So we were able to get into their zone more frequently and spend 
more offensive-zone time.” 

Bo Horvat, who skated on a new trio against the Devils with Parise and 
Hudson Fasching, also added an empty-net goal for his first tally in 12 
games. 

Lambert believes that insurance goal can help Horvat on the upcoming 
road trip. 

“One hundred percent, it can,” Lambert said. “I liked the changes.” 
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The good news was doubled Monday when the New York Islanders 
pulled away from the New Jersey Devils at UBS Arena while the Ottawa 
Senators slammed the Florida Panthers. The Islanders now have a 
somewhat comfy six-point lead on the Panthers, the first team out of the 
playoffs. Evgeny Kuznetsov shrugged off a Russian report that he 
requested a trade out of Washington, though the NHL trade rumors have 
only begun to swirl in the Capital. The Pittsburgh Penguins still control 
their fate and made some changes at practice, while the Winnipeg Jets 
core might be disassembled after this season. 

Ilya Sorokin. He was brilliant in the third period, even as the Islanders 
were on their heels and gasping for breath. It seems both teams’ 
strengths and weaknesses were on display should they meet in Round 
One. The Devils are so fast, but they lack a bit of grit between the dots. 
They let Sorokin see too many shots. And the Islanders showed the 
ability to finish, though they probably shouldn’t rely on Kyle Palmieri to 
post three points with breakaway chances too often. 

New York Islanders 

NYI Hockey Now: Hello, Palmieri. He played the game of his season, and 
the Devils couldn’t crack Sorokin. The Islanders win 5-1. 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now: The Penguins would have to win both games in 
hand on the Islanders to pass them, and coach Mike Sullivan is still trying 
to find his optimal line combinations. Jeff Petry returned to their practice 
while Sullivan juggled the Penguins’ lines. 

One story that fits both the Penguins and the Islanders is our colleague 
Shelly Anderson asked Sidney Crosby and others if it is better to cruise 
into the playoffs or fight to get there. It’s a pretty good read — Penguins 
battling. 

Florida Hockey Now: Faceplant. The Panthers caught the Penguins and 
Islanders but couldn’t hang with them. Ottawa drilled them 5-2 Monday. 
The Florida Panthers’ playoff hopes are fading. 

NHL News & National Hockey Now: 

Nova Caps: A Russian report stirred the coming summer NHL trade 
rumors. Elliotte Friedman reported the Capitals and Kuznetsov seem 
headed for divorce, too. But Kuznetsov denied he’s asked for a trade and 
tried to shrug them off Monday. 

Vegas Hockey Now: My favorite story of the day. I love Letterkenny and 
Shoresy on Hulu. Those shows aren’t for the faint of heart, but they are 
funny. A great grab by Owen Krepps — Keegan Kolesar is helping with 
the dialogue and plot lines of Shoresy on Hulu. Vegas Golden Knights 
story. 

Your mum still owes me some KFC… 

32 Thoughts Podcast: This will also cue the NHL trade rumors. Elliotte 
and Marek discussed the possible end of the Winnipeg Jets core this 
summer. 

This includes some pretty big names — All of the players of the 2018 
Team Canada world juniors are banned from Team Canada squads until 
the investigation into sexual misconduct (or assault) is finished. 

Boston Hockey Now: Potential Islanders Round One opponent, the 
Bruins have magic this season. Jake Debrusk added a new wrinkle to his 
shootout routine: a wink. Yep. That’s why we love Jake DeBrusk. 
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The Athletic / Blackhawks’ Jonathan Toews aiming to return this season, 
uncertain about future in NHL 

 

By Scott Powers and The Athletic Staff 

Mar 28, 2023 

 

Chicago Blackhawks captain Jonathan Toews skated with the team 
Tuesday morning for the first time since he stepped away from playing to 
focus on his recovery from long COVID and Chronic Immune Response 
Syndrome and said he will try to play again this season. Here’s what you 
need to know: 

Toews last played on Jan. 28 against Edmonton before taking a break to 
prioritize his health. He’s tallied 14 goals and 14 assists in 46 games this 
season. 

Toews, who spoke with media after the skate, said he is feeling better but 
also realizes he could be in his final weeks with the Blackhawks. 

He said he doesn’t know if he’ll play in the NHL beyond this season. 

Backstory 

The 34-year-old missed the entire 2020-21 season while dealing with 
Chronic Immune Response Syndrome, an unspecific diagnosis from his 
doctors for the ailment that left him feeling drained and lethargic. He had 
COVID-19 in February 2020 and said last month he was still dealing with 
long COVID as well. 

Toews returned for the 2021-22 season and appeared in 71 games while 
adjusting to playing with his new health circumstances. He’s played his 
entire 15-year career in Chicago. 

What Toews said 

Toews said he had a sense in January that his body just wasn’t bouncing 
back as it had been earlier in the season. There were days he struggled 
to muster the energy to even get out of bed. 

“I don’t know if it was when we were on the road a lot or leading up to the 
break and it just got to the point where I couldn’t move on the ice and 
didn’t even want to put on my skates or roll out of bed to come to the rink, 
so it was pretty rough there for a bit,” Toews said. “And so I think it 
probably took me a couple of weeks of just wrestling with, in my own 
mind, trying to figure out what the right decision was, if I should keep 
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trying to push through it, which really didn’t feel like an option anymore. 
… Or kind of pulling the plug in and trying to focus my energy on getting 
better.” 

Toews said he came to the realization he had put his health first. 

“That wasn’t an easy decision, obviously, especially given the situation 
where your team is and how things are going,” Toews said. “Everyone’s 
playing through something, everyone’s battling something, so it’s hard to 
let your teammates down in that sense. For me, the decision was I got to 
get myself right or the decision to not continue to play is probably going 
to be made for me. I think it’s an important thing for me to get back to a 
place where I know physically, mentally, emotionally, I’m enjoying the 
game. 

“It’s obviously a tough game and the travel is difficult and you can go 
down the list of the challenges you face playing hockey at this level, but 
it’s just been a lot. So I just think I had to put myself first in that situation, 
try and get things right and go from there.” 

Toews has been feeling better, but he also understands there is the 
ticking clock of the season. The Blackhawks only have nine games 
remaining and just five home games. With him being an unrestricted free 
agent, it’s possible he doesn’t return to the Blackhawks next season. 

“It’s not easy to do obviously to just get back in game conditioning on a 
whim and we only have barely more than a handful of games left in the 
season, so it’s been tough though to watch the changes that our team 
has gone through,” Toews said. “The guys that have been a part of this 
room these last few years, namely a guy like Kaner who I’ve played with 
my whole career, and come back in the locker room right now and it feels 
a lot different but it’s definitely special for me, regardless of what 
happens in the future this summer, it’s definitely on my mind that this 
could be my last few weeks here in Chicago as a Blackhawk, and so 
that’s definitely very important for me to just go out there and enjoy the 
game and just kind of soak it in and just really appreciate everything I’ve 
been able to be a part of here in Chicago and show my appreciation to 
the fans as well.” 

Toews was open, too, that he just doesn’t know about his overall future. 
He was asked Tuesday whether he’s contemplated whether this could be 
the end of his time with the Blackhawks and his playing career. 

“Both, if I’m being fully honest,” Toews said. “I feel like I’ve said it already 
that I’ve gotten to the point where my health is more important. I know I 
could, as I’ve kind of shown these last few years even though I have my 
own personal standards and not happy with the way I’ve performed and I 
feel like I have much more to give with my experience in the game and 
knowing how to play the game, but when day after day is just you’re just 
pushing through pain. It’s just like, to what end? 

“I think when you’re young and you’re playing for a Stanley Cup, and 
everyone’s playing through something, that means something and it’s 
worthwhile. But I’m at that point where it feels like more damage is being 
done than is a good thing. And so yeah, I’m committed to get back to a 
place where, like I said, I’m enjoying the game, got energy to not only go 
out there and play the game at the level I know that I can, but also have 
the energy left over to enjoy the life and enjoy my time with my 
teammates, whether it’s going to dinners or just little things like that. And 
just all that stuff has been non-existent, really just go home and lay there 
and try and recover and get ready for the next day. That’s all it’s really 
been. 

“So we’ll see how things play out. Again, I can’t get myself or get ahead 
of myself because every time I do, that’s when I kind of create the 
expectations you get on a bit of a mental roller coaster. But I’ve said this 
quite a bit, I think over the last few years, just trying to stay in the 
moment and take it day-by-day. So continue to go forward with that 
attitude.” 

Toews said he hasn’t picked a target game to return this season. 

“I haven’t pinpointed that yet but again, it’s not going to be perfect,” he 
said. “Today was my first day back with the team and even it’s morning 

skate, it’s an adjustment, so maybe a couple more days like that will be 
good and we’ll see. Regardless, I wouldn’t say to expect much but I’m 
just going to try and go out there and play with energy and have some 
fun, so we’ll see when that might be.” 

Toews also hadn’t spoken since Patrick Kane was traded to the New 
York Rangers. After playing together for 15 seasons, Toews’ reaction 
was the same as it was for a lot of fans. 

“I was definitely shocked,” Toews said. “All of a sudden, you see him in a 
New York Rangers jersey. It kind of looks good on him, to be honest with 
you. I hate to say that. Just happy to see him enjoy himself playing with 
some really good players and being reunited with a guy like Breadman. 
Kaner’s such a competitor that it’s going to feel good for him to go out 
there and play some meaningful games in the playoffs and play on the 
big stage. Obviously that team, they got Patrick Kane, so they’re feeling 
pretty good about themselves right now. It’ll be interesting to see, 
definitely rooting for him to have success down the road.” 

Toews said he hasn’t spoken to Kane at length since the trade, but he 
already has an idea of what he’d like to express to Kane. 

“We’ve been playing kind of phone tag and texting back and forth,” 
Toews said. “When we do get a hold of each other, it’ll be nice to express 
my appreciation for all the memories that we had and we shared together 
as teammates.” 
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The Athletic / Canada’s 2018 world junior players ineligible for 2023 
world championship amid investigation, Hockey Canada says 

 

By Katie Strang and The Athletic Staff 

Mar 28, 2023 

 

No players from Canada’s 2018 world junior team will participate for 
Team Canada at the 2023 IIHF Men’s World Hockey Championship, 
Hockey Canada confirmed in a statement to The Athletic. 

“Earlier this year, Hockey Canada made a decision that until the 
investigation and adjudicative process of the alleged incident in 2018 are 
complete, no players from the 2018 National Junior Team will be 
considered for participation for Team Canada,” Hockey Canada said in 
the statement. “This has been communicated to the management group 
for Team Canada at the 2023 IIHF Men’s World Championship.” 

TSN first reported the news. The 2023 world championship will take 
place May 12-28 and be co-hosted by Tampere, Finland, and Riga, 
Latvia. 

Hockey Canada’s statement comes after the Standing Committee on 
Canadian Heritage passed a motion Monday directing Hockey Canada to 
hand over the final report the governing body received from law firm 
Henein Hutchison Robitaille’s investigation into the alleged sexual 
assault of a woman in a hotel room by members of the 2018 world junior 
team. 

The allegations of sexual assault were made public in a 2022 lawsuit that 
Hockey Canada settled. In the complaint, filed last April in Ontario 
Superior Court, the woman alleged that she was assaulted by eight 
players in a London, Ont., hotel room on June 19, 2018, following a 
Hockey Canada Foundation event. Members of Canada’s 2018 world 
junior team were among those accused of assault in the lawsuit. 
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London police investigators said in a filing to the Ontario Court of Justice 
last October that they have reasonable grounds to believe that five 
members of Canada’s 2018 world junior hockey team sexually assaulted 
a woman in a hotel room, The Athletic reported in December. The 
evidence has not been tested in court and no charges have been laid. 

Hockey Canada has been under intense scrutiny since May 2022 when 
the allegations of sexual assault were made public in the lawsuit. Police 
in London, Ont.,  and Hockey Canada have since reopened their 
investigations into the incident. The NHL is conducting an investigation 
as well. 

In the wake of Hockey Canada’s scrutiny, CEO Scott Smith left the 
governing body and the entire board of directors stepped down in 
October. The federation elected a new board of directors in December. 
The board will serve a special one-year term focused on “making the 
changes necessary to improve the governance at Hockey Canada,” the 
federation said at the time of the board’s election. 
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The Athletic / Hockey’s bare-knuckles legacy and why fighting will likely 
always be a part of the NHL 

 

Sean McIndoe, Rob Rossi, and Joe Smith 

Mar 28, 2023 

 

In the sport’s earliest days, before the NHL even existed, hockey was 
known for outbursts of violence — not just fights, but stick-swinging and 
outright assaults, sometimes involving fans or officials. Fighting has 
always been a part of hockey but its place in the game has evolved, with 
marked shifts in how (and how often) hand-to-hand combat is featured. 
And not everyone agrees on what those fights mean, or why they’re part 
of the sport’s legacy at all. 

Even a century ago, debates raged over whether hockey would need to 
clean up its act to find a wider audience. In the Original Six era, there 
were essentially no enforcers — everyone fought, and stars like Gordie 
Howe were largely expected to protect themselves. With only six teams 
and just over 100 jobs available, there was no room on the roster for one-
note fighters. 

But then came the 1967 expansion, which doubled the size of the NHL. 
More expansion followed, and the WHA arrived soon after, pushing the 
number of big-league teams into the dozens. And as that shift was 
happening, one team emerged as the most influential group in the 
modern history of NHL fighting. 

Broad Street Bullies change the game 

The mid-’70s Flyers are led by Dave “The Hammer” Schultz and his 472 
PIM, backed up by names like Andre Dupont and Ed Van Impe, plus a 
notoriously dirty superstar in Bobby Clarke. These Flyers lead the league 
in penalties by a wide margin, but they’re not the only team that’s 
gooning it up. What sets them apart is that it works. They win back-to-
back Stanley Cups in 1974 and 1975. 

From the moment Clarke’s hands touch the Cup, the message to the rest 
of the league is clear: The path to glory goes through the league’s most 
brutal team. Those 1974-75 Flyers rack up 1,967 penalty minutes, an 
unthinkable number for the time that’s almost 600 more than any non-
Flyers team has ever amassed. In the two decades to come, it will be 
topped 79 times. 

Hall-of-Fame coach Scotty Bowman, on his time behind the Blues bench 
in the early ’70s: We knocked the Flyers out (of the playoffs) twice. They 
were in first place the first year. And Ed Snider — I don’t remember him 
saying it at that time — but 20 years later he said that he was fed up with 
us beating up his team. And he said that he vowed that nobody will ever 
be able to beat the Flyers up. 

Current Minnesota Wild coach and 13-year NHL forward Dean Evason: 
Bobby Clarke was my hero. He’s from Flin Flon (Manitoba), so am I. I just 
loved the way he played. He was gritty. He played hard. 

Long-time Detroit Red Wings tough guy Darren McCarty: The whole thing 
is the accountability aspect. Accountability is the physical aspect. You 
know you can’t get out of line or you’ll be accountable to someone on the 
bench. No better accountability in the history of life than when you know 
someone is going to come punch you in the face. 

1990s Blues enforcer Kelly Chase: Fear is a motivator … it motivates me 
every day. … It’s been a motivator for a million years. 

McCarty: Fighting in hockey … deters people from doing stupid s—, with 
their stick, hit from behind. 

The fight-filled ’80s 

By the 1980s, just about every team looks like those mid-’70s Flyers, with 
multiple enforcers whose main role is to drop the gloves. The theory 
espoused by guys like McCarty and Chase — that fear and intimidation is 
required to keep the game safer — largely rules the day. Fighting is at an 
all-time high, with the league averaging more than one fight per game. 

Through much of the decade, bench-clearing brawls are common. That 
changes in 1987, after a wild pregame brawl between the Flyers and 
Canadiens leads to the NHL instituting harsh suspensions. Still, the one-
on-one fights continue. Many of those fighters can also contribute in 
other areas, but the enforcer role becomes more specialized. Even 
rookies know they need to establish a reputation quickly, and it isn’t rare 
to see the same players square off multiple times in a game. 

Current Blues coach and journeyman enforcer Craig Berube, on racking 
up two fights and 26 PIM in his NHL debut: My first NHL game, I was 
definitely going to make sure I got noticed. … Probably went a little 
overboard. But I wanted to get everybody’s attention. 

Evason: Dale Hunter and I fought three times in one period. We were 
checking their line and he was pissed off. And when we came out we 
were both still mad, so we fought again. And the third was a mutual — 
well, we might as well get this over with. 

Current Wild forward Ryan Reaves, who has 80 career NHL fights: Back 
then there was brawlers that didn’t really care if they got punched. I’d 
rather not get punched in the face, so I try to protect myself a little bit 
more. 

Ryan Carter, a nine-year NHL veteran who had 25 fights: Ryan Reaves 
in today’s game, he’d have been a middleweight back in the day. 

Evason: There used to be guys who sat on the bench and played one 
shift. That makes no sense. 

Berube on his first meeting with legendary Red Wings enforcer Bob 
Probert: That game was not long after my first game. It was at the 
Spectrum. I fought Probert, then I fought (Joey) Kocur. And I went to 
Detroit a day later, we played them again, I fought Probert two more 
times. 

Mike Rupp, a frequent fighter who played 11 seasons in the 2000s: In the 
’70s, ’80s, ’90s — when those guys were just like hired assassins — 
those guys were tough. Those guys were beating the snot out of each 
other. 

The 1990s: Enforcers, the code, and Fight Night at the Joe 

Fighting levels off in the 1990s, partly due to changes in how the 
longstanding instigator rule is called. But enforcers are still key parts of 
every team’s roster, and the belief in a code, of players policing 
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themselves, remains. That belief culminates in a memorable night in 
Detroit. Hockey fans know the beats by heart. Claude’s Lemieux’s cheap 
shot on Kris Draper a year before ignites the rivalry; Darren McCarty 
suckers Lemieux in revenge; Patrick’s Roy’s wild sprint from his crease; 
Brendan Shanahan’s mid-air interception; Roy vs. Vernon. 

It might stand as the most-replayed fight in the league’s history, and in 
the years since it’s been endlessly relived, analyzed, and yes, 
celebrated. Wings vs. Avs becomes the greatest rivalry of the modern 
era, and perhaps the last to be truly embraced by the hockey world. 

McCarty: If the refs don’t take care of it and leagues don’t take care of it, 
the players will. (That night) they let the players take care of it. 

Wild forward Marcus Foligno: (My brother) Nick was actually at that game 
with my mom. That was still one of the historical rivalry fights between 
two teams. 

Bowman: We made our team when we got (Brendan) Shanahan. Yeah, 
Shanahan was a good fighter. I mean, I didn’t like him fighting. But we 
had Shanahan when we also had (Darren) McCarty, (Joey) Kocur, 
(Martin) Lapointe — we had four guys that could match up anywhere, 
with anyone in the league. And that’s a lot. They kind of looked forward to 
it. 

McCarty: I knew Lemieux was on the ice. (Colorado’s Adam) Foote had a 
good grip of me. Without Brendan Shanahan, none of this happens. Not 
only does he break me free of Foote, but he picks off (Patrick) Roy. I’m 
just focused on getting revenge on Lemieux. 

Foligno: I wanted Patrick Roy to beat the s— out of (Vernon). I was a big 
Avs fan. I saw Patty Roy and Shanahan jumped on him. I was furious, I 
was losing my mind. I remember being like, oh my god. 

McCarty: I crashed (Lemieux’s) head against the boards and kneed him 
in the head. Which you cannot condone. Except I was raised by John 
Rambo and “First Blood” and he drew it. He drew first blood. He started 
it. You talk about karma. To this day, Claude Lemieux has a welt on his 
head he looks at every morning. 

Referee Paul Devorski takes in the entire scene and hands out just 22 
minutes in penalties. Nobody is ejected. McCarty doesn’t even get a 
major. 

McCarty: I got four minutes of roughing. Today, I’d be suspended for half 
the year. I’d be done forever. You can see I’d be suspended for life and it 
wouldn’t surprise me. 

Foligno: A crazy game, one of the best games all around. 

Bowman: That (toughness) made a difference for our teams — especially 
in those series against Colorado. 

McCarty: I’m grateful, because we’re still talking about it 26 years later. 
The trajectory of the Red Wings organization changed that day. That’s 
the ultimate sticking up for your teammate, your best friend. I was best 
man in (Draper’s) wedding. It was deeper. It was personal. 

2005: Dawn of the cap era 

On the surface, the 2004-05 lockout and subsequent CBA had little to do 
with fighting. This battle took place off the ice and was all about how to 
divide up dollars. Even the unprecedented batch of rule changes 
introduced for the league’s return in 2005-06 included only one minor 
change for fighting (an automatic penalty for instigating in the final five 
minutes, one that’s almost never called). 

But in what may have been a case of unintended consequences, the 
introduction of a hard salary cap creates new limitations on how rosters 
can be built. And with the new rules opening up the game, the one-
dimensional fighter slowly becomes a luxury. 

Berube: The game is fast. It’s about speed and skill. And the salary cap 
too … if you want to have a guy like that on your team, he’s got to be 
able to play the game or you’re wasting money on a guy to fight. You 
need players. 

Reaves: If you’re going to slowly start to phase out fighting from the 
game, you’re not going to waste salary cap on a guy who only fights. 

McCarty: It’s expansion of the game, it’s Bettman hockey, it’s parity, it’s 
rules. … The game has changed. 

Foligno: The type of goon mentality, the tough guy mentality, I’m here 
just to fight, those guys are getting exposed. Their skating and level of 
skill … if I got a fourth line that can score goals too, we’re going to be 
better off. 

Maple Leafs defenseman Luke Schenn, who debuted in 2008: Even 
when I started, our fourth line we had Brad May, Colton Orr, and the 
other team would have Georges Laraque or (Derek) Boogaard, you’d 
have two or three guys who for sure could throw them and get a guy on 
the back end who was tough too. Your third and fourth line are trained to 
fight, and work on fighting after practice. Orr would wrestle after practice 
and show different techniques. Now (the) fourth line is guys that are 
penalty killers and energy guys (who) might not have a fight the entire 
year. That’s a change. 

The 2010s: Shifting perceptions 

For as long as hockey has existed, fans and media have debated the 
place of fighting. But something seems to have changed in the last 
decade or so. A key moment comes in 2009, when a 21-year-old senior 
league player dies from a head injury sustained in a fight. During the 
2011 offseason, three former enforcers — Derek Boogaard, Wade Belak 
and Rick Rypien — die within weeks of each other, as tough questions 
are raised about concussions, CTE and addiction. 

Meanwhile, the same Red Wings that once intimidated under Bowman 
dominate without fighters. Even one of the biggest proponents of fighting, 
then Leafs GM Brian Burke, sees the writing on the wall by 2012, 
lamenting that “the rats will take this game over”. Average fights per 
game drops below 0.5 after the lockout; it’s down under 0.3 by 2016. 

Current Wild GM and 18-year NHL veteran Bill Guerin: Teams are 
starting to play differently and put a value on four scoring lines. Detroit 
was one of the first teams to say, “Hey, we’ll take the power play, don’t 
worry about retribution.” They were so good, that’s the way they’d win 
games. 

Long-time NHL tough guy Arron Asham: How did we get to this point? I 
don’t know. I think social media is a big part of it. You have the people 
that don’t like the fighting game, they haven’t had the need to, you know, 
to promote it and to talk about it and it kind of just snowballs from there. 
And the next thing you know it’s not hot to have fighting in the game. 

Reaves: I think just seeing guys weren’t getting contracts anymore. Or 
seeing teams who didn’t have a guy who was 6-foot-6 but could barely 
skate but was trying to fight two to three times a game, you just didn’t see 
those guys anymore. And then two or three years later, they didn’t really 
exist. It wasn’t immediate but it was pretty quick. 

Foligno: I think fighting is being eliminated organically. Years ago, kids 
saw toughness as a strength and wanted to be a tough guy. Now they’re  
like, “Whoa, I want to be like a Makar, or a MacKinnon or Kirill 
(Kaprizov).” That’s great for our game. Who doesn’t want to see high 
skill? 

Guerin: I think for a long time we had so many fights that they stopped 
having an effect. It was like, what are we doing? Guys were getting hurt. 
And having long-lasting effects of just doing that. 

Brayden Schenn, Luke’s brother, whose first full season was 2011-12: 
When I got into the league, guys fought. When you lined up against the 
opposing team, you knew who the agitators or scrappers or guys that 
liked to mix it up, and with the generation of new players, there’s not a 
whole lot of it. I think there’s still a huge need for it. Players need to 
police themselves. I saw the Wild the other night in Arizona had four 
fights. I loved it. It was old-school hockey. 

2012: ‘What the hell’s going on here?’ 
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Late in the 2011-12 season, the Rangers and Devils square off in a game 
that features multiple fights immediately off the opening faceoff. The fans 
at MSG roar, but compared to the Wings/Avs brawl from 15 years earlier, 
reaction from fans and media seems far more mixed. 

Rangers forward Mike Rupp: We had a bunch of fights between the two 
teams, a dirty season between both of us. We were playing at home in 
MSG and I remember we didn’t know nothing about anything except it 
was playing against a rival in the Devils. So right after warmups … 
(Rangers coach John Tortorella) comes in the locker room (and) he kicks 
the garbage can over. He’s, like, “This is bulls— … this junior hockey 
mentality — I’m sick of it.” 

And then we’re all, like, “What’s he talking about?” He goes, “These guys 
are starting their tough guys. And I hate to put you guys in harm’s way. I 
hate to do this to you, bro. What am I … I don’t know what to do. Like, 
what am I supposed to do?” So, that’s what Torts was like. 

He goes, you know, “Rupper, left wing. (Brandon) Prust, right wing.” And 
he goes and picks (Stu) Bickel, a defenseman, to take the faceoff. Torts 
leaves the room and we’re all kind of, like, “What the hell’s going on 
here?” 

Devils forward Ryan Carter, who paired off with Bickel in the brawl: It’s a 
long story, but the Rangers came into our building in Jersey and started 
their fourth line, their tough guys. Our coach thought it was a good 
opportunity to get a good matchup, so he put our top guys. They ran 
around and took runs at Kovalchuk, Parise … we had to respond. My first 
shift that game in Jersey, I fought (Brandon) Dubinsky. I broke his orbital 
bone. He left the game. We went to their building and our coach wanted 
to start our tough guys and (Tortorella) is like, well, screw you Pete 
DeBoer, I’m going to start my tough guys, and that’s how it went. 

Rupp: Bickel comes over and he goes, “Guys … how do I take a faceoff? 
Like, how do I put my hands?” And I’m, like, “You’re not out there to win 
the draw, dude.” 

Foligno: There was like two really heavy tough guys in that. Bickel is 
tough but he’s like we are now. Carts was tough, too, but more of a 
versatile player. I feel like that was also a turning point where it’s slowly 
getting out of the game. No team in this league has a fourth line with 
three tough guys anymore. It’s crazy. 

Rupp: I mean, we are on “PTI” — what’s that guy’s name, (Tony) 
Kornheiser? Yeah, those guys are just ripping us. You know, whatever … 
it kind of caught me off guard. And after that incident … it was talked 
about quite a bit. And then I think the next one after that was the one in 
Vancouver with Calgary, when Torts kind of went after Bob Hartley. And 
that was the last one that I think we’ve seen like that in a while. 

The future 

As the 2022-23 season draws to a close, it feels like the sport is nearing 
another inflection point. The NHL is looking to tighten rules around 
certain fights; the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League is going even 
further, with a plan to become the first major junior league in Canada to 
ban fighting altogether. 

Meanwhile, fighting numbers continue to drop, hitting a modern low in 
2019-20; those wild days of the 1970s, ’80s and ’90s probably feel 
almost incomprehensible to newer fans. That’s left some to wonder if 
there’s still a place in the game for fighting. 

Reaves: I don’t think we’re (eliminating fighting). I think it’ll probably be a 
thought, some higher-ups that maybe want that. But I think hockey is too 
fast, too physical to take fighting out of it. Sure you want to take fighting 
out of hockey. OK, look what happens the next year, it’ll be a guy like me 
or Lucic who is going to absolutely blow up one of these superstars with 
no repercussions. What do they have to lose? There will be these little 
ratty guys that will play like rats but don’t run guys over as much cause 
we have guys like me in the lineup and there will be repercussions. Now 
they’ll have nothing to answer for. If they’ve got nothing to answer for, 
well, what’s not to say they’ll lay a knee into somebody and take their 
one-game suspension? What’s going to happen in the playoffs? A guy 

will take a one-game suspension for kneeing McDavid or Kaprizov with 
no repercussion? Then why wouldn’t you? I just don’t think it’s a sport 
where you can take it out and expect your superstars to stay healthy? 

Brayden Schenn: I think there’s still a huge need for it. Players need to 
police themselves. 

Foligno: I don’t see how you can change the rules. I believe fighting is 
still a part of the game in terms of bringing a team together, standing up 
for guys. … It’s always in the back of your mind, if you do something 
stupid someone is going to grab me. It makes the game cleaner and 
more efficient. 

Luke Schenn: I hope it’s always a part of it. I don’t think it’s right to take it 
out. People making those decisions probably haven’t played. 

Rupp: I don’t think that there should be fighting in junior hockey — 
because these are kids. And when we look back and just sit there and 
think that I was a 17-year-old playing in the Ontario Hockey League, and 
fans would get on their feet and cheer for kids fighting. What were we 
doing? I’m OK with junior hockey not having it. But I think there’s gonna 
be ramifications from it. I think checking is going to get even more 
dangerous. You’re always going to try to grab momentum in games. And 
if (fighting) is a way that’s not allowed, then there’s going to be other 
ways to do it. 

Asham: The league will always have stars, you know? Sid (Crosby), 
(Connor) McDavid — these guys need safety nets so they’re not worried 
about fourth-line guys trying to take their heads off. I’m old school. I think 
it should be in the game. And I think the Quebec League is making a 
mistake taking it out. … I think there’s gonna be a lot more hitting from 
behind, high-sticking major penalties when a simple drop of gloves would 
take care of it. 

Carter: If I had to make a bet, I say this on the physicality side: I think the 
game is cyclical. I think with concussions and all the other stuff, there’s 
outside pressure to remove that stuff from the game. But as long as it’s 
legal, at some point it’ll become important to the game. 
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The Athletic / The NHL’s top 10 most underrated defensemen and why 
they’re so valuable 

 

By Harman Dayal 

Mar 28, 2023 

 

Who are the most underrated defensemen in the NHL? 

It’s a topic bound to create ferocious debate because of its subjective 
nature. We have to inherently assume the way the hockey world rates 
every defenseman and then determine which players deserve a lot more 
recognition. 

It’s a nearly impossible exercise but it’s worth going through because of 
how fun it is to shine a spotlight on high-end players who fly under the 
radar. We’re going to be cognizant of the Aleksander Barkov dynamic, 
which is to say that if a player has been unanimously dubbed as 
underrated for many years, he’s probably not underrated anymore. That 
means we’ll avoid names like Jaccob Slavin, Devon Toews and Adam 
Pelech, for example. 

Here’s my personal take on the 10 most underrated defensemen in the 
NHL, presented in no particular order. 
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Two years ago, Jonas Siegenthaler couldn’t even crack the Washington 
Capitals lineup. He was behind Dmitry Orlov and Brenden Dillon on the 
left-side depth chart, and after the club signed Zdeno Chara to a one-
year deal, it left Siegenthaler on the outside looking in. He appeared in 
just seven games during the shortened 2021 season until he was dealt to 
the Devils at the trade deadline. 

From the moment he landed in New Jersey, Siegenthaler has emerged 
as one of the NHL’s premier shutdown defensemen. Over the last two 
seasons, Siegenthaler’s impact on lowering shot attempts and expected 
goals against both rank top-10 among NHL defensemen according to 
Evolving-Hockey’s RAPM model. 

Sieganthaler’s steady, stay-at-home presence has been a perfect 
complement to Dougie Hamilton’s elite talent as an offensive rover. That 
fit is why New Jersey’s top pair has been one of the best in the NHL this 
season. The 6-foot-2 Swiss defender is exceptional at winning board 
battles, recovering loose pucks and can make a poised first pass. He 
defends the rush well, too. Here’s an example of him leveraging his 
mobility, reach and strength to eliminate a Connor McDavid rush. 

The 25-year-old hasn’t been as dynamite recently as he was during the 
first 2-3 months of the season, but his overall track record with the Devils 
is glowing. 

Good morning. 

Brett Pesce, Carolina Hurricanes 

The attention for Carolina’s blue line is always on Slavin and, by 
extension, whoever his partner is. All of that praise is deserved but it’s 
caused Brett Pesce’s strong value on the second pair to fly under the 
radar. 

Contrary to what you may believe, it’s Pesce’s pair that absorbs the 
toughest matchups on Carolina’s blue line. Last year, the 28-year-old 
right-shot player ranked ninth among all NHL defensemen in terms of 
how often he matched up against elite players according to PuckIQ. 

Despite handling difficult minutes, Pesce’s underlying numbers are 
dominant across the board and they’ve scored 11 goals more than 
they’ve allowed with him on the ice at five-on-five. Pesce and his partner 
Brady Skjei are usually first over the boards on Carolina’s penalty kill as 
well, which is second best in the league. 

Pesce contributes in a lot of areas that help drive play, but one of his best 
assets is defending the rush. He has stellar numbers when it comes to 
preventing zone entries with control, breaking up neutral zone plays and 
preventing rush chances according to Corey Sznajder’s microdata 
tracking. 

Pesce’s a surprisingly agile skater in tight spaces for a player who’s 6-3 
and over 200 pounds. That helps him move pucks up the ice. In the clip 
below, watch how smoothly he changes direction to recover the loose 
puck, skate it up while fending off back pressure and then send a bank 
pass to spring a teammate for a rush. 

Pesce’s chipped in with 58 five-on-five points since the 2021 season, 
which is tied for 36th among all NHL defensemen in that span. 

For years, Vince Dunn flashed the potential to be a high-end top-four 
driver but never lived up to the promise. He could crush sheltered third-
pair duties in St. Louis, but he didn’t have the coaching staff’s trust and 
carried frustrating inconsistency, including a really rough 2021 campaign. 

Then there were growing pains during his first season in Seattle. He was 
mediocre in second-pair usage, driving just 45.8 percent of expected 
goals, which ranked sixth among Kraken defensemen. 

Overnight, Dunn’s put it all together and started playing like a bona fide 
No. 1 defenseman. The 26-year-old has scored 60 points in 72 games, 
including the most five-on-five points of any defender besides Erik 
Karlsson. 

The improvement spans far beyond his offensive explosion, however. 

Dunn is averaging 23:48 per game which is three minutes more per 
game compared to last season. He’s also been asked to defend top lines 
which wasn’t the case before. Dunn’s taken a huge step in his two-way 
performance despite the significantly tougher usage, driving a 54.9 
percent shot attempt share that leads all Seattle defensemen. With Dunn 
on the ice at five-on-five, the Kraken have outscored teams by a 
whopping 34 goals. 

Dunn isn’t getting enough buzz for a player who’s dominating as the No. 
1 on a team bound for the playoffs. 

Jake Walman looked like an afterthought as the third piece involved 
when the Red Wings shipped Nick Leddy to the Blues as a rental for a 
package that also returned a second-round pick and Oskar Sundqvist. 
Walman’s inability to crack the Blues’ weak left-side defense as an 
everyday contributor certainly wasn’t a ringing endorsement. 

It turns out Steve Yzerman unearthed a diamond in the rough. 

Walman was elevated into a top pairing role this season when Ben 
Chiarot initially struggled to mesh with Moritz Seider. He hasn’t looked 
back since. Walman boasts the strongest play-driving numbers of all Red 
Wings defenders this season, leading the team in five-on-five shot 
attempt share and expected goal differential despite facing some of the 
toughest matchups in the league. That territorial control has translated to 
a plus-10 goal differential at five-on-five. 

Seider’s obviously the main driver of the pair but it isn’t a coincidence his 
game took off as soon as he was paired with Walman. Walman’s a 
sublime skater, competitive defensively and has cut down on the big 
mistakes that resulted in the perception of him as a high-risk player in 
years past. 

Below is an example of how he uses his standout skating to drive play. 

He races back to deny a scoring chance, wins the physical battle to gain 
full possession and then wheels around the net to escape pressure and 
snap the puck up the ice. 

Juuso Valimaki, Arizona Coyotes 

Just six months ago, Juuso Valimaki was trending toward becoming a 
bust. Injuries hampered his development, he was poor in his brief NHL 
opportunities following his ACL tear and didn’t play well enough in 
training camp to win a job. He was waived and picked up by Arizona 
where he’s rebuilt his career. 

Valimaki was effective as an everyday contributor and has completely 
taken off now that he’s become the Coyotes’ de facto No. 1 defenseman. 
Valimaki’s scored 19 points in his last 25 games while averaging a team-
high 22:39. In this top-pair role, he’s driven a positive shot share and 
52.1 percent of expected goals, both of which lead Coyotes defensemen 
by a significant margin. That’s translated to a plus-6 goal differential at 
five-on-five during the last 25 games. 

All of that is impressive considering the lack of help around Valimaki. 
Nobody’s suggesting the 24-year-old is suddenly a proven top-pair 
defenseman — he would need to keep this up over a much larger sample 
to earn that label. But within one season, Valimaki has gone from being 
waiver fodder to scoring 31 points in 69 games and excelling in the last 
couple of months while being deployed like a No. 1 defenseman. It’s a 
remarkable bounce-back story that’s flown under the radar. 

Gustav Forsling has scored 17 five-on-five goals over the last two 
seasons, which is tied for seventh-best among all NHL defensemen. For 
reference, Cale Makar leads the group with only five extra goals. 
Forsling’s tied for 12th in five-on-five points during that span, which is just 
shy of names like Quinn Hughes, Shea Theodore, Dunn and Devon 
Toews. 

This season, Forsling leads all Panthers players in five-on-five ice time 
per game. He’s performed well in that workhorse role, controlling 55.9 
percent of shot attempts and giving the Panthers a plus-13 goal 
differential when he’s stepped on the ice at five-on-five. Forsling’s skating 
and effectiveness jumping up in the play has been a unique fit in Florida. 
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Forsling’s probably being asked to do a bit too much on a thin Panthers 
blue line, and his value might not translate the same way on a team with 
an environment that’s less suited to his strengths, but he’s performing at 
a genuine top-pair level. 

We also know he’s much more than just a product of Aaron Ekblad, 
who’s had a disappointing year. Forsling played some of his best hockey 
carrying the Panthers’ blue line alongside MacKenzie Weegar when 
Ekblad got hurt last season. This season, Forsling’s underlying numbers 
have actually improved in his minutes away from Ekblad. 

Jonas Brodin, Minnesota Wild 

Jonas Brodin is arguably the best shutdown defender in the entire sport. 
Over the last five seasons, Brodin’s five-on-five impact at limiting quality 
chances is the best of any active NHL defenseman who’s logged at least 
1500 minutes according to Evolving-Hockey’s RAPM model. 

Elite mobility is the foundation of Brodin’s game, especially his backward 
skating which is unmatched around the league. It gives him the 
superpower of almost always being able to stay in front of speedy puck 
carriers, match their pace off the rush and kill plays. 

On top of that, Brodin has elite defensive instincts. He’s a step ahead in 
anticipating plays which allows him to extinguish fires all over the 
defensive zone. 

Here’s an example below. In this clip, Brodin makes a sharp read to 
recognize that his partner, Matt Dumba, probably won’t win the loose 
puck race. Brodin dashes all the way across, leveraging his elite skating 
to aggressively close the gap and reach with his stick to block a pass 
attempt into the slot. Then when the puck is dumped deep, Brodin turns 
sharply on his edges to evade the forecheck pressure and makes a 
poised pass into the middle to orchestrate a clean breakout. 

You won’t see Brodin making highlight-reel plays but he consistently 
executes sequences like the one above that drive outstanding defensive 
results. 

Nick Jensen exudes so many qualities you love to see in a modern 
second-pair defenseman. 

He’s played the most minutes matched up against elite players of any 
Caps defender over the last couple of seasons according to PuckIQ. 
Jensen’s performed well in that arduous workload, helping the Capitals 
gain a modest edge in shot attempts and expected goals. Since last 
season, the Capitals have scored 25 goals more than they’ve allowed 
with Jensen deployed at five-on-five. 

It’s a huge advantage for your team if you have a second-pair defender 
that can not only absorb the toughest matchups but decisively win them. 
It’s especially rare to find that type of second-pair impact from an 
affordable right-shot defenseman, which Jensen is. 

Jensen drives these quality results because of his excellent skating 
ability. He and former partner Dmitry Orlov both had strong puck-moving 
numbers, but Corey Sznajder’s tracking this season indicates Jensen 
was the real workhorse at being the first man back to cleanly retrieve the 
puck in the defensive zone. That ability to transition the puck is why he’s 
consistently driven excellent defensive results — whether it be in terms of 
his shots, scoring chances or actual goals-against rates. 

Mattias Samuelsson, Buffalo Sabres 

The Buffalo Sabres are an elite offensive team, ranking third in the 
league behind Edmonton and Boston with 3.57 goals per game. They’ve 
faded from the playoff race because they lack quality defensive players. 
That’s put a spotlight on the importance of Mattias Samuelsson, their go-
to rugged defensive defensemen, who’s been in and out of the lineup 
because of injuries. 

Buffalo has a 28-16-4 record when Samuelsson’s played and a dismal 7-
15-2 record when he’s been hurt. 

Samuelsson is 6-4, 231 pounds and plays a throwback style with his 
physical nature. He’s also mobile which combined with his long reach 
and excellent stickwork makes him an excellent one-on-one defender. 
Watch how he effortlessly eliminates a Brayden Point rush. 

It wasn’t too long ago that some looked at Drew Doughty and his $11 
million cap hit through 2026-27 as one of the worst contracts in the NHL. 
Doughty deserves lots of credit for bouncing back over the last 2-3 years, 
but Anderson’s emergence as Doughty’s partner has been a pivotal force 
for the veteran’s resurgence, too. 

Anderson, 23, is an elite shutdown defenseman. He skates well, employs 
fantastic body position, disrupts with his stick, can play an assertive 
physical style and blocks lots of shots. Anderson is the complete 
package in his own end. He’s allowed a controlled entry on just 41.2 
percent of zone entry attempts against him according to Sznajder’s data, 
which leads the Kings and is one of the best marks in the NHL. 

Anderson’s surrendered just 2.15 goals against per 60 minutes since the 
2020-21 season, which ranks 35th out of the 233 defensemen who have 
logged at least 1,000 five-on-five minutes. The eight-year extension he 
signed at a $4.125 million cap hit already looks like a bargain. 
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The Athletic / James Reimer hasn’t thought ‘a whole lot’ about other 
opinions, reiterates Pride night stance based on faith 

 

By Corey Masisak 

Mar 27, 2023 

 

Sharks goalie James Reimer, speaking at length for the first time about 
his decision not to participate in the team’s Pride night activities last 
week, said he hadn’t thought “a whole lot” about other people’s opinions 
on his choice because “it’s something that I thought about for a long time” 
— reiterating that his stance was due to his religious beliefs. 

Reimer’s decision not to wear a Pride jersey and skip warmups at the last 
Sharks home game became one of the biggest stories in hockey. 

With the Sharks on the road for the last week, other players and teams 
have made similar decisions. Reimer is no longer the only non-Russian 
player to decline to wear a Pride jersey because of his religious beliefs — 
Eric and Marc Staal of the Florida Panthers did the same last Thursday. 

Despite praise for the Sharks organization for allowing the other players 
to make the decision to wear the jerseys without Reimer, the Chicago 
Blackhawks decided to not wear them at all, citing security concerns for 
their Russian player, Nikita Zaitsev. 

Reimer was back in San Jose on Monday for the first practice at Sharks 
Ice since Pride night. The Sharks play Tuesday night at SAP Center 
against the Winnipeg Jets. Coach David Quinn said Reimer will start in 
net for the Sharks. 

Reimer spoke with The Athletic and San Jose Hockey Now after practice: 

What has the last week been like? 

I’m not on social media or anything like that. I don’t really pay attention 
much to different reports or whatnot, whatever went out there. Obviously, 
I have a lot of friends and family and close people in the community in my 
faith have reached out. 

You mentioned your family, has it been tough on your family? Some 
people on your side might be paying attention, right? 
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I think some people are obviously voicing their opinions and they don’t 
like what I did, which is 100 percent their right to do and say what they 
want. Yeah, I’m sure some of my family … you never like to hear people 
say things you don’t believe against someone you love, right? But, 
honestly, we haven’t chatted too much about what’s being said out there, 
especially with my extended family. My close family, my wife and my 
kids, we’re just staying close together and living our life. 

Have you talked to any of the guys who have done it since like the Staal 
brothers, or have they reached out? 

We talked a little bit on the morning of their game. We just texted back 
and forth a little bit. We’ve had some texts before that as well. There 
have been some other players in the league as well. There’s been good 
communication. 

Have you thought more at all about people’s opinions who feel that you 
were wrong? Have you seen or heard some of it, or thought about it at 
all? 

Not a whole lot. It’s not that I don’t care, but it’s not a decision where on 
that Friday night I was like, ‘Oh, this is what I’m going to do.’ It’s 
something that I thought about for a long time, probably almost a year. I 
tried to go to incredible lengths to try and say something as sensitively 
and decently as possible and try to understand all points. I tried to take 
all of that into account. 

I’ve seen a few comments here and there. I don’t want to say that I’ve 
thought of all (the reaction) before or thought of it leading up to it. I’m not 
all-knowing or have incredible wisdom. But it is something that I put a lot 
of thought into and tried to be as caring as possible. 

How do you think everyone in the locker room has handled it? 

I think it’s been good. I think the guys are pretty respectful of everyone’s 
opinions and beliefs. That’s kind of the case of how it’s been the last 
couple of years. I think everyone knows who I am and what I’m about. 
How I act and treat people on a day-to-day basis hasn’t changed from 
last Friday to whatever day today is. I don’t think it has, but you’d have to 
ask them. I don’t think anything has changed. 

One group in the LGBTQIA+ community that has been targeted the most 
is transgender people. What are your thoughts on transgender people? 

I think I would just refer back to my statement on that one. My beliefs in 
Christ, what I think the Bible says on that stuff. But people, regardless of 
their orientation or their activity or whatnot, they have value and worth, I 
would do my best to love them, the best way I know how. I don’t think 
there’s a limit per se. And it might be, I don’t know if it’s hard for people to 
understand or whatnot. 

But what I said, especially the last statement, everyone has value and 
worth. I’ll tell you, I wish people knew that wasn’t just a line I said. I have 
a heart for people. It doesn’t matter what you’ve done in the past, what 
you do, and whatnot. I don’t want to keep [referring to my statement] over 
and over again, right? But obviously, I have my beliefs and things that I 
can’t personally endorse. But man, you love the person, you try and do 
whatever you can to get to know them or whatnot. That’s what I have to 
say, I guess. 
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ESPN / NHL playoff standings: The Kings' case to win the West 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

 

The Los Angeles Kings have been one of the NHL's hottest teams 
recently, earning at least one point in each of their past 12 games (10-0-
2), putting themselves two points and one regulation win behind the 
Western Conference-leading Vegas Golden Knights heading into 
tonight's game against the Calgary Flames (9 ET, NHL Power Play on 
ESPN+). How likely are they to eclipse the Knights and earn the West's 
No. 1 seed? 

After tonight's matchup, they'll face the Edmonton Oilers twice, and they'll 
also play the Knights, Seattle Kraken and Colorado Avalanche. They'll 
also twice play the Vancouver Canucks -- who are on a recent heater of 
their own, despite their spot in the standings -- and close out the season 
against the lowly Anaheim Ducks. 

It's a tough schedule, but the Knights also face a tough path; they have 
two games apiece against the Minnesota Wild and Kraken, along with the 
game against L.A. and a showdown with the Dallas Stars, along with 
contests against the San Jose Sharks and Nashville Predators. 

Money Puck gives Vegas the edge here, with a 61% chance to win the 
Pacific, compared with 31.7% for the Kings. 

As we enter the final stretch of the regular season, it's time to check all 
the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for position in the 
2023 NHL draft lottery. 

Tuesday's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All games not on ESPN, TNT or NHL Network 
are available via NHL Power Play, which is included in an ESPN+ 
subscription (local blackout restrictions apply). 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order of the first round, so 
the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 selection. 
As of 2021, a team might move up a maximum of 10 spots if it wins the 
lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 pick. Full 
details on the process can be found here. Sitting No. 1 on the draft board 
for this summer is Connor Bedard, who has been lauded as a 
generational talent. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Pacific Push: Oilers making a bid for top spot after huge 
win over Golden Knights 

 

Staff Report 

Sportsnet 

 

LAS VEGAS — So, you’re saying there’s a chance…?  

If the Edmonton Oilers were going to go into these last two weeks of their 
schedule with even the faintest prayer of chasing first or second place in 
the Pacific Division, a regulation win here in Vegas was compulsory on 
Tuesday.  

Then the Los Angeles Kings lost in Calgary, and the Oilers put up a 
touchdown on Vegas.  

In as dominant a win against a top tier team as we’ve seen all season, 
Edmonton chased Jonathan Quick, went three-for-three on the power 
play, and pounded the Vegas Golden Knights 7-4 — a team that 
Edmonton could well meet in Round 1 of the playoffs.  

“We play like we did tonight, and we’re out,” said Golden Knights coach 
Bruce Cassidy of that possible matchup, after his club picked up two 
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points in its final two games against Edmonton, while the Oilers nabbed 
three.  

With the Kings' loss in Cowtown, it sets up a massive game Thursday 
night in Edmonton, where the Kings will visit the Oilers before hosting 
them one last time this coming Tuesday. That two-game series, coupled 
with the fact the Golden Knights have by far the toughest remaining 
schedule of the three teams, could decide first place in the Pacific.  

Edmonton is one point behind L.A. and three back of Vegas. 

“We're still pushing for home-ice (advantage). I think that does make a 
difference come playoff time,” said Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, who carved 
out a five-point night (1-4-5) with his 35th goal and 96th point. “They took 
two points and we just got the one a couple nights ago (in Saturday’s 4-3 
OT win) in our building. So we did respond and did a great job tonight.”  

These two teams do not win the same way, and Cassidy knows it.  

It’s a clash of styles, and if the game gets played the way it was Tuesday 
in Vegas, the Oilers will win most nights. The Golden Knights need to 
slow the game down, grind it out, and stay out of the penalty box.  

“We only took three penalties,” Cassidy reasoned. “It’s not like we were 
undisciplined. We just have to kill them.”  

Edmonton gave a power-play master class that saw their percentage 
soar to 32.7 per cent on the season — a full seven per cent ahead of 
second place.  

Remember when we wondered how the unit would fare without Tyson 
Barrie at the helm? Ah, fun times…  

“We all had confidence that (Evan Bouchard) would be able to step in 
there and pick up where Tice left off,” Nugent-Hopkins said. “He's got 
such an ability to read the play. I think just kind of him being confident up 
there. It goes a long way for our group.”  

Poor Vegas.  

Gone are the days when holding Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl to 
one goal between them was a recipe for a win. One night after five 
separate Oilers scored in a 5-4 win at Arizona, the Oilers completed the 
rare back-to-back road sweep with seven separate marksmen in Vegas.  

With Darnell Nurse scoring his 10th of the season, the Oilers now have 
12 players with 10 or more goals.  

It was the second career five-point night for Nugent-Hopkins, who had a 
five-assist night back on Nov. 19, 2011 — his 19th career NHL game. 
This one came in career game No. 794, as Nugent-Hopkins became 
Edmonton’s third 60-assist player this season — with McDavid (83) and 
Draisaitl (69) — the first such feat since Wayne Gretzky, Paul Coffey and 
Jari Kurri dud it in 1985-86.  

Nugent-Hopkins took a Vegas turnover and neatly whistled a wrister past 
Quick, the 2-1 goal in an opening 10 minutes that saw Edmonton take a 
3-2 lead.  

That wrister is beginning to look vaguely familiar, like another Burnaby 
kid we once knew named Joe Sakic.  

“Well, I appreciate that,” smiled Nugent-Hopkins, “but I don't think it's 
quite Joe-like. He definitely was an idol of mine growing up, and he's also 
a Burnaby guy. But I definitely don't think it's quite that level.”  

The Nuge is killin’ it this season, with career highs in goals (35), assists 
(61) and points (96).  

“He is just such a good hockey player. It's crazy,” said Draisaitl. “He 
doesn't get nearly enough recognition that he deserves. The things he 
does are so subtle, and most people don't realize what he does out there. 
But it's just a phenomenal hockey player.”  

And McDavid? All he did was chip in three assists to notch his 71st road 
point of the season, just the sixth player in NHL history to surpass 70 
road points. Gretzky (eight times, with 104 in 1984-85), Mario Lemieux 

(four times), Steve Yzerman (twice), Brett Hull and Marcel Dionne are the 
others. 

It all boils down to a final seven games where Edmonton is still 
inexplicably relevant in the conversation at the top of the Pacific.  

Vegas had two left with each of Minnesota and Seattle, and one with the 
Kings, Nashville and Dallas. Edmonton meanwhile, has a pair with L.A., 
one at Colorado, and two each with Anaheim and San Jose.  

As for L.A. they get the Oilers twice, Vancouver twice, Seattle, Vegas, 
Colorado and Anaheim.  

Suddenly, the top of Pacific has become very interesting. 
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Sportsnet.ca / After loss to Sharks, Bowness says some Jets ‘dreaming’ 
to think their efforts are enough  

 

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

March 29, 2023, 2:38 AM 

 

SAN JOSE — This is not what urgency looks like. 

This is not what a playoff team looks like. 

And this is not what a championship-calibre team — or even a team 
poised to make a long run — looks like. 

Bad losses happen over the course of a campaign, but when a team that 
was once 20-9-1 to start the regular season sees its rather large cushion 
evaporate into thin air, this kind of response simply doesn’t cut it. 

And now that razor-thin margin for error has taken another hit after the 
Winnipeg Jets dropped a 3-0 decision to the San Jose Sharks on 
Tuesday night to close out a three-game road trip through California. 

Sure, the shot clock suggested the Jets may have dominated play, but 
the 41-29 edge in shots on goal certainly didn’t tell the entire story. 

The folks at Natural Stat Trick had the high danger chances at 19-15 for 
the Jets, when you consider all situations, so the game was not as one-
sided as you might think. 

“Well, I’d say we created enough scoring chances. The offence gave us a 
chance to win the game, we just didn’t score. Then, the inconsistencies 
with some of our players is hurting us,” Jets head coach Rick Bowness 
said after the game. “Some of these guys think they’re giving us 
everything in their tank, they’re dreaming. We have a lot of guys in there 
giving us everything they can. We just need a few more guys to jump on 
board. It’s not over. We’re still in eighth spot. We’re going to find out what 
we’re made of over the next little while.” 

The truth serum was flowing for Bowness and he didn’t stop there. 

When asked a follow up about how he can reach those players fighting 
with inconsistency, he basically said it was up to those guys to take a 
long, hard look in the mirror. 

“How do you reach them? There comes a point when your personal pride 
has to take over. If someone has to go in there and point that out to 
them, then there is a big problem right there. As I said, we’re going to find 
out what we’re made of and we’re going to find out what everyone in that 
room is made of over the next little while.” 

Bowness is accurate with that assessment. 
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This isn’t about one or two players picking up their respective game, 
though that would be an important starting point. 

Two of the guys the Jets clearly need more from are Mark Scheifele (nine 
games without a goal) and Blake Wheeler (21 games without a goal), but 
they’ve got company. 

Scheifele leads the Jets in goals with 38, but things have mostly gone 
sideways since he was benched for nearly 12 minutes in a game earlier 
this month against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

At a time when the Jets need Scheifele to be a difference maker, he’s 
been stuck in a rut. 

“I think it’s tough. Sometimes they go in, sometimes they don’t. Obviously 
right now the pressure mounts, for sure,” said Scheifele. “You’ve just got 
to know there’s a plan for everything. I just gotta try to keep on working 
hard, try to keep my head up and stay positive. And that goes for every 
guy in this room. We’ve got to stay positive for each other. We’ve got to 
continue to go to work… It’s tough to say, you know. It’s hard when 
they’re not going in for you. Especially with the year that it’s been so far.” 

Scheifele then delivered the money shot, but the key for him is for his 
actions to match his words. 

“We’re paid to produce, so we have to produce. That’s the simplest way 
to put it,” said Scheifele, who finished the game with three shots on goal 
and five shot attempts in 20:44 of ice time. “You know, me especially, I’ve 
got to score goals, I’ve got to make plays, I’ve got to create opportunities 
offensively, create some good chances and some goals. We need more 
of it. We need plays, we need to handle the puck better, we need to do a 
lot better. That starts with me.” 

It’s the second time in 12 games the Jets have lost to the Sharks, though 
the first meeting came in overtime so the Jets snuck away with a point. 

But at a time when other teams are elevating their respective games, the 
Jets have basically gone into the tank, winning just seven times in the 
past 21 games (7-12-2). 

They’re having trouble against good teams and even having difficulty 
beating teams that are essentially trying to lose. 

The Sharks were riding a nine-game losing streak going into Tuesday’s 
contest and their only win in the last 15 games was against — you 
guessed it — the Jets. 

They’re 30 points behind the Jets in the Western Conference standings, 
but that didn’t prevent them from beating them twice this month. 

Take a moment to let that sink in. 

When you combine that with victories by both the Calgary Flames and 
Nashville Predators on Tuesday night, the playoff chase finally has some 
real spice to it. 

With seven games left to go in the regular season, the Jets' lead over the 
Flames is down to two points (with a head-to-head meeting coming next 
Wednesday in Winnipeg) and three points over the Predators, who hold 
two games in hand and will be in Winnipeg on April 8). 

Talk about bringing suspense into the equation. 

Perhaps a harsh dose of reality will be what the Jets need to find another 
gear because right now, it’s simply not happening on its own. 

“I think we're pretty attentive right now, to be honest with you,” said Jets 
defenceman Dylan DeMelo. “We're just not getting the results. We know 
what is at stake. We know what's important. We can't control what other 
teams are doing. We have to worry about ourselves and getting wins.” 

Sure, the Sharks only scored once in the first period and that goal was a 
result of poor coverage in front of the net mere moments after a minor 
penalty to Mason Appleton for slashing had expired. 

Jacob Peterson found space behind the net and made a nice pass to find 
an unchecked Noah Gregor in front for a tap-in. 

Another came on a redirection by Kevin Labanc after another case of 
poor puck management early in the third period. 

A power-play marker for Martin Kaut late in the third ensured there would 
be no comeback in the cards for the Jets. 

At the other end of the ice, Morweena product James Reimer was solid 
and made a 10-bell paddle save on Appleton late in the second period, 
but this isn’t as simple as the Jets getting goalied. 

That’s too lazy of a narrative for a team that has managed just nine goals 
during the past seven games going into Friday’s tilt against the Detroit 
Red Wings. 

“Obviously it’s tough for goals to come by. We’re pretty cold right now,” 
said Scheifele. “(Are) there things I think we could do differently, for sure. 
But like I said before, we’re in the thick of it. When confidence is low and 
you’re cold, you grip the stick a little tighter. We’ve just got to go to work 
on Thursday when we have a practice at home, and be ready for a good 
homestand and really put the workboots on.” 

One of the strange developments for the Jets at a time when goals are 
tough to come by is the usage of Nikolaj Ehlers, who had only 13:50 of 
ice time, including five shifts in the second period. 

Bowness explained some of that was more related to Ehlers being held 
back on the bench when he sends Kevin Stenlund out for defensive zone 
draws, and with the top power play unit staying on for nearly the entire 
two minutes of a minor penalty in the second period, than being unhappy 
with his play. 

No matter how you slice it, Ehlers is a dangerous offensive weapon and 
he needs to be on the ice more, especially when the Jets are going 
through a tough time offensively. 

As for how the Jets try to pull themselves out of this funk, the solution is 
not overly complicated but it requires a serious commitment. 

"Well, we definitely need more from everybody. There's no doubt,” said 
Jets defenceman Dylan DeMelo. “We haven't scored many goals in a 
while. So there's no doubt, we definitely need more from everybody. We 
don't need to reinvent the wheel. That's one thing we can't lose sight of is 
going off-script and doing things a different way that's on your own page. 
We have to stay together here. We're going to get through this together. 
We're going to find a way.” 

How can the Jets restore that seemingly shaken confidence? 

"When we look back at what we did well and when we had success and 
try to re-do that, I think we've gotten away from some things that have 
given us success in the past,” said DeMelo. “The biggest thing is, as hard 
as it is and as frustrating as it is, we’ve got to continue to stay together 
here. We can lean on each other and block all of the outside noise. But 
we're not out of this and the season's not over. 

“We've got a lot of games left here and big games and games that can 
swing the balance in the standings. That's a great challenge. We've got 
to take that in and all the feelings that go with that, excitedness, 
anxiousness, nervousness, excitement, enthusiasm — whatever words 
you want to use — and use that, harness that. This is a great time. This 
is what we've worked hard for, for this moment. Let's not lose sight of 
that. We're a good hockey team and we will find a way here." 
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nearly steal win 
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Tuesday was Retro Night for the Vancouver Canucks in St. Louis. Retro, 
as in they played like they did three months ago. 

The Canucks gave up a pile of out-numbered rushes early, looked 
disorganized at times defensively and couldn’t escape the "big mistake" 
while falling behind the St. Louis Blues by three goals. But just like they 
used to, the Canucks were dragged back into the game by their offensive 
stars and nearly outscored their problems in a 6-5 overtime loss. 

Vancouver capped its three-goal comeback when defenceman Quinn 
Hughes scored his second of the game with 52.8 seconds remaining and 
goalie Thatcher Demko replaced by an extra attacker. 

The Canucks' determination was admirable, and the sheer talent of 
Hughes, Elias Pettersson, Andrei Kuzmenko and J.T. Miller was dazzling 
again. But, overall, it was a very un-Rick-Tocchet-like game for the team 
under its (relatively) new coach. 

Canucks on Sportsnet NOW 

Streaming Home of the Vancouver Canucks. Stream games all season 
long, plus hundreds of other NHL games, the All-Star Game and Stanley 
Cup Playoffs. SN NOW STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how 
much hockey you want to watch. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

The six goals allowed were two more than the Canucks had yielded in 
their previous 18 games — 13 of them wins. And although he bore little 
responsibility for the loss, goalie Demko was not at the elite level he has 
displayed for most of the month since he returned from a serious groin 
injury. 

The Canucks were just too slack defensively, and not engaged enough 
physically. Still, they were playing their third game in four days and with 
the loser point returned to Vancouver overnight with five of six points 
from their whirlwind road trip. 

Importantly, the points they surrendered to the Blues allowed St. Louis to 
pass Vancouver on a tie-breaker, which left the Canucks one place better 
in the National Hockey League draft-lottery order with eight games 
remaining. 

The Canucks open a five-game homestand Friday against the Calgary 
Flames at Rogers Arena. 

The Quinn Hughes World Tour continues to be one of the best shows 
around, as the Canucks star demonstrates nightly that he is not only one 
of the top offensive defencemen in the game but is a dominant blue-liner, 
period. 

The 23-year-old had two goals and an assist in 28:33 of ice time. Scoring 
chances were 24-11 and high-danger chances 8-1 for the Canucks when 
Hughes was on the ice and, by no coincidence, the Blues scored the 
winning goal in OT after Hughes lost an edge and immediately went to 
the bench to have his blade checked. 

Tyler Myers came onto the ice for him and he and Brock Boeser, who 
had another excellent game, appeared to be confused about who should 
defend whom on Jakub Vrana’s game-winner. 

Hughes’ expected-goal-for was 72.9 per cent, according to 
naturalstattrick.com. 

Seventy games into his fourth NHL season, Hughes has 72 points, 
including 65 assists, and is plus-18 on a team that has been outscored 
by 19 goals at five-on-five. Among defencemen, only the San Jose 
Sharks' Erik Karlsson has more points this season. 

“Very assertive... but in all facets of the game,” Tocchet said of Hughes. 
“I loved his compete tonight. Even when it was 5-2, you could tell the 

gleam in his eye, he didn't think we were out of it. And obviously, he was 
the main reason why we got back into it.” 

WHO’S ON ICE, WHO ISN’T 

As the Canucks pressed for the tying goal, skating six against five, it was 
revealing that Tocchet had Phil Di Giuseppe and then Dakota Joshua out 
as the "fifth" forward on successive shifts instead of, say, Conor Garland 
and Anthony Beauvillier. 

DiGiuseppe and Joshua have, arguably, made the greatest leaps up the 
depth chart since Tocchet replaced Bruce Boudreau on Jan. 22. 

DiGiuseppe was actually in the minors when the coaching change 
occurred but for weeks has been a second-line staple on Miller’s left 
wing. Joshua’s ice time has been up and down under Tocchet but his 
average TOI is creeping higher, and on Tuesday the winger played on 
the first line with Pettersson and Kuzmenko. 

What DiGiuseppe and Joshua have in common is they are big, mobile 
wingers who finish checks, win board battles, get to the net and have 
enough skill to hang with better players. 

Tocchet went mainly with three lines in the third period, leaving Sheldon 
Dries, Jack Studnicka and Vitali Kravtsov on the bench. Studnicka and 
Kravtsov, both low-cost, low-risk trade pickups this season, are still trying 
to prove they should be part of whatever the Canucks are going to be 
next year under Tocchet. 

Kravtsov has all the skills — plus size — you’d expected from a ninth-
overall draft pick by the New York Rangers (in 2018). But after being a 
healthy scratch Sunday in Chicago, where college grad Aidan 
McDonough made his Canucks debut, Kravtsov showed little in his return 
to the lineup in St. Louis, failing to register a shot in 10:17 of ice time. 

Tocchet said last week that this is an important summer for the Russian 
and that if Kravtsov trains well for four months he could be a good player 
for Vancouver next season. But the 23-year-old is a restricted free agent 
on July 1 and could return to the Kontinental Hockey League, his 
destination of choice when the Rangers wouldn’t guarantee him an NHL 
spot last season. 

Kravtsov’s agent is Dan Milstein, who has an excellent relationship with 
Canucks GM Patrik Allvin and this week steered another client, college 
free agent Max Sasson, to Vancouver. Milstein also helped broker the 
deal that brought Kravtsov to the Canucks from the Rangers on Feb. 25. 

At this point, Canucks management expects to be able to re-sign 
Kravtsov and that he will compete for an NHL job in Vancouver next 
season. 

With two more assists on Tuesday, including a Sedin-like interchange 
with Kuzmenko on Vancouver’s fourth goal, Elias Pettersson’s 13-game 
points streak is now just two shy of the franchise record co-held by Todd 
Bertuzzi (2001-02) and Petr Nedved (1992-93). Pettersson is up to 35 
goals and 95 points in his 72 games. 

Pettersson’s 50 points in 38 road games are second in the NHL in road 
scoring, and the centre’s 72 points at even strength and shorthanded are 
behind only Connor McDavid’s 76. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Loss to Flyers feels like a win in the big picture for 
Canadiens 
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This was a loss that was a win in the grand scheme of things, with the 
Montreal Canadiens dropping two points in regulation to the Philadelphia 
Flyers. 

It knocked them four points back of the Flyers, kept them one behind the 
Arizona Coyotes, and puts them one step closer to securing a bottom-
five position in the NHL standings. 

With Connor Bedard leading a class of uber talented players in the 2023 
NHL Draft, that’s where the Canadiens want to be when this whole thing 
wraps up seven games from now. 

Cayden Primeau would’ve taken a real win, though. 

The 23-year-old goaltender hasn’t earned one for the Canadiens at this 
level since beating the Flyers at the Bell Centre on Dec. 16, 2021, in a 
game that saw him make 37 saves. It would’ve been extra special for him 
to get one in the building where he spent six years of his childhood, 
watching his father, Keith, play the best of his 15 NHL seasons with the 
Flyers. 

“This is where the dream started for me,” Primeau told reporters after 
making 24 saves in the 3-2 loss. 

“It was pretty surreal,” he said just about playing at Wells Fargo Center. 

If it was surreal for Primeau, it had to have felt like an outer-body 
experience for Sean Farrell, who was playing his first NHL game after 
signing with the Canadiens last weekend following his banner sophomore 
season at Harvard University. 

In front of family and friends in attendance, without even the benefit of a 
morning skate because the Canadiens played in Buffalo a night prior, 
Farrell skated the first 19 shifts of his career in Philadelphia. 

He had one shot attempt, one takeaway, took one hit from one of the 
NHL’s most intimidating players in Nicolas Deslauriers and, without 
wowing, appeared anything but out of place. 

He showed glimpses of the cerebral player who had 20 goals and 53 
points in 34 NCAA games this season, though there was only so much 
he could do to impact the game. 

“It was a bit of a mission impossible,” said linemate Jonathan Drouin 
about Farrell being dropped into this situation. 

But the Canadiens took the opportunity to get their first look at the kid at 
this level, and they appreciated what they saw. 

“I liked his game for a youngster who was playing in college just jumping 
in,” said Canadiens coach Martin St. Louis. “They’re not an easy team to 
play against in Philly, they play heavy. He had good touches, good 
intentions, and this is his first game. They’re reps you can’t buy.” 

Farrell will get more of them. Many more, with St. Louis saying he’s 
looking forward to getting to know him better over the final weeks of the 
season. 

Primeau won't play another game with the Canadiens before returning to 
the AHL to help the Laval Rocket hopefully secure the final playoff berth 
in the North Division. 

If they can do it, that too would be a win for the Canadiens, with so many 
young players joining the pro ranks and management hoping for them to 
get as many games in as possible. 

Even better if Primeau can stack the confidence of a good performance 
against the Flyers on top of the .924 save percentage he was riding with 
the Rocket over his last seven starts. 

“I thought he played an excellent game,” said St. Louis. 

“He was outstanding,” said Brendan Gallagher, who scored for a third 
consecutive game. “He was our best player tonight … Definitely did 
everything he could to give us a chance to win that game.” 

Two of Primeau’s best saves came on clean breaks for Joel Farabee and 
Kevin Hayes in the first period. The other two were made on Wade 
Allison in the second, when he turned aside a half breakaway and the 
rebound that followed. 

Morgan Frost scored on two excellent shots for Philadelphia, and Owen 
Tippett scored an empty-netter to put the game out of reach. 

It was a frustrating one for the Canadiens, with the Flyers plugging up the 
middle of the ice and playing with the type of patience that was going to 
exhaust a fatigued team. 

“Our execution wasn’t excellent,” said St. Louis. “We were a tired group. 
We weren’t sharp. Three in four, back to back, no surprise.” 

But it wasn’t a bad result for the Canadiens, who still put in an honest 
effort and got closer to securing the draft positioning that will better serve 
their rebuild. 
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TSN.CA / Matthews’ momentum propelling Leafs towards playoffs 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, 
who practised at Ford Performance Centre on Tuesday ahead of 
Wednesday’s game against the Florida Panthers. 

For the first time all season, Auston Matthews has posted three straight 
multi-point games.  

"His confidence is so high right now," gushed goalie Ilya Samsonov. "I 
see in the practice today too. He's moving great. Yeah, he's got a good 
shape right now. This perfect. This is perfect timing for us and for him." 

After a season full of questions about his health and underwhelming 
production, Toronto's top-line centre is heating up. Matthews scored 
twice on Thursday in Florida and also potted a pair on Saturday in 
Raleigh. Matthews tied a franchise record with 15 shots on net against 
the Carolina Hurricanes, who are allowing the fewest shots per game this 
season.   

"He's on his game," said left winger Michael Bunting. "He's shooting at 
will and playing confident with the puck and showing his elite skill. It's 
nice to see."  

What's changed?  

"Just the pace that he's playing with both ways," observed coach 
Sheldon Keefe. "The way his feet are moving. And then just his strength 
in the battles and his willingness to engage physically. He's not running 
around finishing checks or anything like that, but he's engaging on every 
puck and either winning the puck or disrupting the play enough so the 
next play becomes one that's winnable for us." 

On Sunday, Matthews didn't score but he did help set up two goals. The 
line of Matthews, Calle Jarnkrok and Mitch Marner controlled 99 per cent 
of the expected goals against the Nashville Predators, per 
NaturalStatTrick.com.  

"I just feel like we're connecting really well through all three zones, 
finding each other and recognizing when there's a play to be made and 
getting it to the guy who has speed and a little space," Matthews said.  

The 25-year-old is flying all over the ice. Is this a result of him finally 
getting up to speed following a knee sprain at the end of January? Maybe 
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it's the chemistry with Jarnkrok, who joined the top line seven games 
ago?  

"Maybe a little bit of both," Matthews said. "We've been meshing pretty 
well. We want to keep that going and not get too far ahead of ourselves 
and make sure we're still playing the right way and being responsible in 
our end and taking care of pucks, which I think we've been doing a pretty 
good job of especially the last two, three games." 

Keefe feels the team elevated its play during the final three games of the 
recent road trip and Matthews is a big reason why.  

"It makes everybody better," the coach stressed. "Since I've been in this 
job, I've talked to Auston about his ability to impact the team in ways far 
greater than just scoring goals or producing offence. I think the best 
players impact the team and make their teammates better and not just 
those that they play with ... not only are your teammates feeding off your 
energy and momentum from watching you play but now you're leaving 
the game in a better spot than you found it and that's what being a great 
player, to me, is about. And Auston has that ability perhaps even greater 
than any of our guys, in particular, with the role he plays as a centre."  

Matthews won't come close to replicating last year's 60-goal season, 
which culminated with a Hart Trophy, but he's setting the tone ahead of 
April's crucial playoff rematch against the Tampa Bay Lightning.   

"We just want to continue to put our foot on the gas and not take a breath 
these last couple weeks of the season," Matthews said. "Try and dial in 
every aspect of our game and keep it rolling." 

Matthews has a chance to put on a show for his parents this week. Dad 
Brian and mom Ema watched practice from the stands on Tuesday.  

"It's always nice to spend time with them," Matthews said. "I haven't seen 
my mom in a little while so it means a lot. They're amazing and support 
me all the time. It's just nice to have a couple days this week to really 
spend some time with them and relax a little bit."  

Marner added another trick to his seemingly bottomless bag on Sunday. 
The winger headed the puck soccer style to Matthews to set up a 2-on-1 
rush.  

"That's fully intentional," Marner told reporters in Nashville. "I knew what I 
was doing there. I tried to just advance the puck. I didn't really see a play 
to try to get that puck. I know their D are trying to be aggressive and want 
to use their hands so gotta use the head sometimes and it worked." 

The play even caught his teammates off guard.  

"I had to take a second look," Matthews said with a smile. "He was 
chuckling when we got back to the bench and asking us if we saw it and 
it was pretty obvious, you know, his whole head movement. Yeah, it was 
just a cool play and just thinking outside the box. It almost worked out. 
You gotta tip your hat, the goalie made a pretty nice save there, but the 
creativity and willingness to pull it off is pretty special." 

  Samsonov has rejoined the team after leaving the road trip last 
Wednesday to be with his wife, who gave birth to the couple's first child – 
son Miroslav – last week.  

"Probably the best week in my life," the 25-year-old beamed. "A lot of 
emotion. A lot of [being] nervous but, I mean, good nervous before he's 
born. Last four days we stay all together and at home is unbelievable. I 
feel perfect. When he comes on my skin, you feel so warmy. He's so 
cute."  

Samsonov stares down the best shooters in the game, but he didn't want 
to witness the birth.  

"The doctor said, 'You want to see?' I said, 'No, no, no. Just call me 
after.' The time I see him first is shock a little bit, but a good shock." 

Did he cut the umbilical cord?  

"It's not for me," he said. "I'm so scared." 

Samsonov did get on the ice a couple times while the team was away. 
He worked with Jon Elkin, who is part of the team's player development 
staff.  

The time off from games allowed Samsonov to fully heal an injury he had 
been playing through.  

"Five days I stay here with doctors and we working with my injury," said 
Samsonov, who declined to reveal the nature of the issue. "I feel perfect. 
I don't feel hurt anymore. I think I'm 100 per cent." 

Samsonov says he's "back on track" and is actually sleeping well.  

"Right now we sleep in a different room, me and my dog, he's smart too," 
Samsonov said with a smile. "He wants to sleep too, a little bit."  

Samsonov allowed six goals on 28 shots during his last start on Long 
Island.  

"Certainly, there's a lot less on his mind," Keefe said. "He's enjoying the 
early days as a dad and now it's about adjusting to that new life and 
getting back into his regular routine." 

ContentId(1.1937641): 'Best week in my life': New dad Samsonov returns 
to Leafs fully healthy 

  With six minutes left in the third period on Sunday, Bunting came to the 
bench after a shift and Keefe started to talk to him. Bunting didn't 
acknowledge the coach immediately so Keefe started tapping the winger 
on the shoulder. Bunting briefly glanced back and then quickly looked 
back out onto the ice as Keefe continued to talk for a few seconds before 
walking away. Bunting did not play another shift in the game. 

What happened?  

"I'll leave that between Keefer and I, but what I will say is Keefer and I 
have a good relationship," Bunting said. "We've known each other for a 
very long time and, yeah, there's not really much to see there ... He's one 
of the reasons I came to Toronto. We'll leave it at that." 

"It's a non-issue for me," said Keefe. "For me to expect a player coming 
right from the heat of a battle to sit on the bench and then be a true 
gentlemen when I want to go talk to him, I'm putting myself at risk going 
into that situation ... I give players a lot of leeway and a pass, essentially, 
especially those that come right off the ice." 

    another Bunting-Keefe heart-to-heart pic.twitter.com/ZjwOlYL042 

    — Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 27, 2023  

Keefe also coached Bunting from 2013 to 2015 when both were with the 
Soo Greyhounds in the Ontario Hockey League.  

"We know one another," Bunting said. "He knows how to coach me and 
he knows how I am and what kind of player I am. So, like I said, I 
wouldn't really look much into that. Yeah, just another day." 

"He got the message," Keefe said. "I understand and I know that he 
hears me. I don't overthink those kind of things especially on the bench 
and in the heat of the moment." 

Keefe gave Bunting a huge opportunity last season by playing him on the 
top line with Matthews and Marner. That trio was among the most 
dominant in the league and Bunting finished with 63 points and a Calder 
Trophy nomination.  

This year, though, hasn't gone as smoothly and Bunting has seen his 
playing time decline of late.  

"I've talked to him at length about some defensive things that are really 
important," said Keefe.  

The coach felt John Tavares and William Nylander needed a defensive 
stabilizer on their line so Alex Kerfoot replaced Bunting on the second 
unit for the game in Nashville.  
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"I'm happy to play anywhere, to be honest," Bunting insisted. "First, 
second, third, or fourth line, I want to help this team win. It doesn't matter 
where I am, I'm going to play my game and I'm going to bring it every 
single night. That's what I plan to do. I'm happy wherever I am." 

Bunting played with Noel Acciari and Sam Lafferty on Sunday. That could 
be a really annoying group to play against, but more chemistry is 
required.  

"We have to read off each other more and know who's going in and 
who's going to be the high guy, because I feel like all three of us want to 
just get in there and try to hound on that puck," Bunting said. "It's been 
one game and we'll learn from one another."   

Bunting has just two goals and two assists during 13 games this month. 
One of the goals came on a 5-on-3 power play on Thursday in Florida.  

"Bunts' game has really improved here in the last week to two weeks," 
Keefe said. "He's making lots more plays. He's skating better. To me, it 
looks like he's playing with a freer mind and looks to be finding his game 
again."  

ContentId(1.1937632): 'Not much to see there': Bunting, Keefe downplay 
one-sided interaction 

Acciari sustained an undisclosed injury late in Sunday's game. He 
missed practice, which left the Leafs with only 11 healthy forwards. So, 
University of Toronto Varsity Blues forward Owen Robinson, a 
criminology major from Orangeville, Ont., was brought in and skated 
alongside Bunting and Lafferty.  

"Robby was great," Bunting said with a grin. "Probably a little nervous 
coming into practice, but he had a great practice."  

Acciari will miss Wednesday's game against the Florida Panthers and is 
listed as day-to-day. Toronto will dress seven blueliners once again with 
Timothy Liljegren expected to draw back in after being a healthy scratch 
on Sunday. Liljegren is minus-4 in 10 games this month, which is the 
worst mark among the team's defence.  

"I want Lily to focus on the fact that he's been an excellent defenceman 
for us all season long and there's a little bit of adversity here now and we 
want to help him through it," said Keefe.  

After missing the start of the season due to hernia surgery, Liljegren 
emerged as a feel-good story for the Leafs. The 23-year-old Swede 
stepped up in a big way when Morgan Rielly and T.J. Brodie joined Jake 
Muzzin on the injured list in November.    

"He's had a terrific season for us and taken tremendous steps towards 
being an every-day player, a reliable player," Keefe said. "He's been a 
real key for us at different times this season when we've really had to 
lean on him." 

After the Leafs added Luke Schenn and Erik Gustafsson at the deadline, 
the competition for playing time on the back end intensified. Liljegren was 
a healthy scratch in two games after Schenn and Gustafsson arrived and 
has struggled to get back in a groove.   

"The challenge for Timothy now, and other defencemen on our team, is 
the situation has changed," Keefe said. "We've added additional depth. 
At times we've played seven so there's a lot to manage there and it can 
be more challenging for a younger player that hasn't been through such a 
situation. My messaging to Lily is this is a little bit adversity in terms of 
the situation changing. When the playoffs begin that in itself is some 
adversity and things change. The atmosphere and the environment 
changes, the pressures change so the ability to handle all these types of 
things are really important for all our D, especially the younger ones who 
haven't been through it as much." 

Liljegren played the first two games of the series against the Lightning 
last year before being a scratch in the final five games.  

Gustafsson remains away from the team for personal reasons.  

ContentId(1.1937687): Leafs Ice Chips: Liljegren faces adversity; Acciari 
out 

Ryan O'Reilly took part in a skills session on Tuesday, but left the ice 
before the main practice.   

"Just to continue to ramp him up," Keefe said of the plan moving forward, 
"and make sure that things respond positively both as he's shooting more 
and handling pucks more. And then also just making sure he's safe in 
terms of minimizing risk for re-injury. So, that's really it. Today he didn't 
practise, but he did everything but take part in practice. He got a lot of 
work in individually himself before we even got out there." 

O'Reilly sustained a fracture to the index finger on his left hand during a 
4-1 loss to the Canucks in Vancouver on March 4. He underwent surgery 
on March 7. The initial timeline for his return was announced as four 
weeks, which would be next Tuesday (April 4).  

"I would call him unlikely to play this week, but I know that hasn't been 
ruled out necessarily," said Keefe. "I think the plan is more to ramp him 
up through this week and look more towards next." 

The Leafs play in Ottawa on Saturday before returning home to face the 
Detroit Red Wings on Sunday.   

ContentId(1.1937691): Leafs' O'Reilly unlikely to return this week 

  Sarnia Sting winger Ty Voit finished second in OHL scoring with 105 
points this season.  

"Consistency is something I tried to stay on top of a little bit," the Leafs 
prospect said of his success. "It was a thing I battled with last year. Being 
able to go night in and night out instead of taking a night off or something 
like that, that's the big thing."  

Voit, who stands 5-foot-9, 151 pounds, spent more time in the gym last 
summer to beef up physically. He embraced meditation to help the 
mental side of his game.  

The Pittsburgh native, a fifth-round pick in 2021, also received a boost 
from Toronto's development staff. Throughout the year he did video 
sessions with Rich Clune. What did they look at?  

"I find sometimes when you're close to the wall, in tight, you get your feet 
a little planted," Voit said. "It's about being able to plant your feet but then 
also get them moving again once you're already slowed down and then 
finding little areas to escape out. And also finding more ice with 
crossovers. That's been a big thing." 

The Sting open the OHL playoffs on Friday against the Guelph Storm.  

ContentId(1.1936039): Leafs prospect Voit on what's behind his 100-
point season 
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TSN.CA / Morning Coffee: Are the Oilers worth a play at 13-1 to win the 
Stanley Cup? 

 

Domenic Padula 

 

The Edmonton Oilers are considered a legitimate Stanley Cup contender. 

In fact, only one Western Conference team has shorter odds to win it all 
at FanDuel. 

With a 5-4 win over the Arizona Coyotes on Monday night, Edmonton 
improved to 12-4-1 over its past 17 games. 
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The Oilers are now five points back of the Vegas Golden Knights for first 
place in the Pacific Division with one more game played entering 
tonight’s head-to-head showdown. 

At this point, we all understand what makes Edmonton a legitimate 
contender in the West. 

Are the Oilers worth a play at 13-to-1 to win the Stanley Cup at FanDuel? 

While I respect their potential, I’m still not rushing to bet on Edmonton to 
win it all at that number.  

This is the Morning Coffee for Tuesday March 28, 2023. 

Are the Oilers a good bet to win the Stanley Cup at 13-1? 

Anyone who has bet on hockey for long enough understands how to 
wager on Edmonton right now. 

The Oilers have gone over their team total at FanDuel in seven of their 
past eight games. 

At the same time, Edmonton has allowed three goals or more in five 
straight and seven of their past eight. 

Heading into last night’s contest, I got a few texts from friends confirming 
the approach to betting on last night’s game. 

Take the Oilers’ team total over 3.5 goals. Take the Coyotes’ team total 
over 2.5 goals.   

Both of those bets cashed at FanDuel. 

Leon Draisaitl recorded a goal and an assist, Connor McDavid picked up 
his 140th point of the season, and the Oilers cruised to the 5-4 win over 
the Coyotes. 

We all know that Edmonton has the firepower to compete with any team 
in the league. The question is whether or not they can slow down their 
opponents enough to win games come playoff time. 

Personally, I’m not rushing to bet on Edmonton to win it all at FanDuel. 

At the same time, I’m looking forward to seeing what McDavid and the 
Oilers are capable of doing come playoff time. 

They’ll face another tough test tonight against the Golden Knights in the 
second half of a back-to-back. 

I’m sure I’ll be getting a few more texts about playing the over on both the 
Edmonton and Vegas team totals. 

Brady leads Senators to win over Matthew’s Panthers 

In the highly anticipated battle of the brothers, it was Brady Tkachuk who 
led the Ottawa Senators to a 5-2 win over the Florida Panthers with a 
goal and an assist. 

Tkachuk, who was +950 to score the first goal at FanDuel, has now 
scored in eight straight games. 

Matthew Tkachuk hit the cross bar but was held without a point for the 
first time since March 7. 

With the victory, Ottawa climbed back within five points of the final 
Eastern Conference wild-card spot with eight games remaining. 

Meanwhile, the Panthers remained three points back of the Pittsburgh 
Penguins for that final wild-card spot with eight games to go. 

Elsewhere, the New York Islanders moved two points closer to clinching 
a playoff spot with a 5-1 win over the New Jersey Devils. 

NHL favourites went 3-3 on Monday night, with upsets by the Senators, 
Islanders, and the Montreal Canadiens. 

Joel Embiid and Nikola Jokic were on a collision course entering Monday 
night. 

First of all, they’re the top two choices to win the NBA regular season 
MVP award at FanDuel. 

Second, they were on a literal collision course with the Philadelphia 
76ers in town to visit the Denver Nuggets on Monday night, until they 
weren’t. 

On Monday afternoon, the Sixers ruled out Embiid for the game in 
Denver due to a calf injury. 

NBA analyst Kendrick Perkins didn’t like it at all. 

As if that wasn’t bad enough, we found out later in the evening that 
James Harden wouldn’t play. 

Denver closed as a nine-point favourite at FanDuel. 

What was initially billed as a showdown between MVP frontrunners 
turned into a bit of an afterthought in which Jokic and the Nuggets beat 
the Sixers 116-111. 

Jokic finished with 25 points, 17 rebounds and 12 assists for another 
triple-double in the victory. 

It didn’t take long for FanDuel to cut Jokic from +240 to +120 to win the 
MVP award. 

While Embiid remains the betting favourite at +105, the gap between the 
top two choices has certainly narrowed. 

Still, if you bet on Philly to cover the closing number at FanDuel, you 
cashed that bet. 

With just two weeks remaining in the regular season, it will be very 
interesting to see how the NBA MVP situation plays out. 

NBA favourites went 7-1 straight up on Monday night but just 5-3 against 
the spread. 
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